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PREFACE 


J. 


1 importance  of  placing  in  book  form  biographical  history  of  representative 
tizens — both  for  its  immediate  worth  and  for  its  value  to  coming  generations  — 
admitted  by  all  thinking  people;  and  within  the  past  decade  there  has  been  a 
growing  interest  in  this  commendable  means  of  perpetuating  biography  and  family 
genealogy. 

That  the  public  is  entitled  to  the  privileges  afforded  by  a work  of  this  nature  needs 
no  assertion  at  our  hands;  for  one  of  our  greatest  Americans  has  said  that  the  history  of 
any  country  resolves  itself  into  the  biographies  of  its  stout,  earnest  and  representative 
citizens-  This  medium,  then,  serves  more  than  a single  purpose;  while  it  perpetuates 
biography  and  family  genealogy,  it  records  history,  much  of  which  would  be  preserved  in 
no  other  way. 

In  presenting  the  Commemorative  Biographical  Record  to  its  patrons,  the 
publishers  have  to  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  encouragement  and  support  their 
enterprise  has  received,  and  the  willing  assistance  rendered  in  enabling  them  to  surmount 
the  many  unforeseen  obstacles  to  be  met  with  in  the  production  of  a work  of  this 
character.  In  nearly  every  instance  the  material  composing  the  sketches  was  gathered 
from  those  immediately  interested,  and  then  submitted  in  type-written  form  for 
correction  and  revision.  The  volume,  which  is  one  of  generous  amplitude,  is  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  public  with  the  belief  that  it  will  be  found  a valuable  addition  to  the 
library,  as  well  as  an  invaluable  contribution  to  the  historical  literature  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut. 
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ILLIAM:  WALTER 
WILCOX,  a retired  man- 
ufacturer of  Middletown, 
Conn.,  is  not  only  one  of 
that  city’s  best  known  and 
most  honorable  and  ven- 
erable citizens,  but  as  well 
one  of  the  most  success- 
ful business  men — one 
whose  start  in  life  was  his  energy  and 
push,  and  these  traits,  combined  with  excellent 
business  acumen  and  inventive  skill,  have  long 
since  secured  for  him  a position  of  affluence, 
and  caused  the  firm,  of  which  he  was  for  so 
many  years  the  head,  to  become  one  of  the 
best  known  in  its  line  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Wilcox  is  descended  from  old  and 
sturdy  New  England  ancestry,  the  line  being 
as  follows:  (I)  John,  of  Hartford;  (II)  John, 
of  Middletown;  (III)  Ephraim,  1672-1713; 
(IV)  J anna,  1701;  (V)  Aaron,  1745-1820; 
(VI)  Asahel,  1771-1817;  (VII)  William  W., 
1802-1824;  (VIII)  William  W.,  1825,  the 
subject  of  this  memoir. 

(I)  John  Wilcox,  of  Hartford,  was  one  of 
the  original  proprietors  of  that  city,  and  died 
in  1651. 

(II)  John  Wilcox  (2),  son  of  John,  was 
the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  Middletown, 
and  he  settled  in  the  “Second  Ecclesiastical 
Parish,”  or  Middletown  Upper  Houses,  where 
he  died  in  1676.  He  was  four  tim'es  married: 
first  in  September  1646,  at  Hartford,  to  Sarah 
Wadsworth,  who  bore  him  one  child ; second 
in  January,  1650,  to  Catherine  Stoughton; 
third,  to  Mary  Farnsworth,  who  died  in  1671  ; 
and  fourth  to  Esther  Cornwall  (daughter  of 
Williami  Cornwall),  by  whom  he  had  three 
children,  Ephraim,  Esther  and  Mary. 

(III)  Ephraim  Wilcox  (spelled  on  the 


records  “Wilcock”),  son  of  John  (2),  was 
born  in  Middletown,  July  9,  1672,  and  was 
the  first  of  the  name  to  locate  in  East  Middle- 
town,  where  he  owned  one  of  “The  Long 
Lots,”  and  in  later  years  his  sons  and  grand- 
sons occupied  land  of  his  tract.  He  was  one  of 
the  petitioners  for  schools  in  East  Middletown,, 
on  petition  of  1711,  addressed  to  the  mother 
town  across  the  river.  On  August  23,  1698,. 
he  married  Silence  Hand,  of  Guilford,  Conn., 
and  had  children:  Esther,  Janna,  Thankful,. 
Mary,  Jane,  Ephraim  and  John.  The  father  of 
these  died  January  4,  1713,  and  his  widow 
married  in  July,  1715,  John  Warner,  Sr.,  by 
whom  she  had  two  children,  Hannah  and  John. 

(IV)  Janna  Wilcox,  son  of  Ephraim,  was 

born  in  East  Middletown,  September  30,  1701, 
and  was  a lifelong  farmer  there.  He  became 
prominent  in  the  Church,  with  which  he  united 
in  full  comm'union  in  1734.  His  wife  was 
Rachel  Boardman,  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,, 
and  their  children  were:  Silence,  Janna,  Jr., 

Mehitabel,  Rachel,  Waitstill,  Ephraim,  Alary. 
John  and  Moses  and  Aaron  (twins),  the  last 
named  being  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject. 

(V)  Aaron  Wilcox,  son  of  Janna.  was  born 

June  13,  1745,  in  what  was  known  as  East 
Mliddletown.  In  1797  lie  bought  from  Jesse 
Johnson  the  farm  on  which  he  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  and  which  is  now  owned 
by  his  descendants.  Aaron  Wilcox  married 
Sarah  Bell,  who  was  born  February  19.  1745. 
and  who  died  May  18,  1820;  he  passed  away 
March  18,  1820,  and  lx>th  were  buried  in  Cen- 
ter cemetery,  Portland.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  Asahel,  mention  of  whom  is  made 
farther  on;  David,  horn  October  30,  1772. 

went  to  Cherry  Valley,  X.  Y.,  where  his  de- 
scendants are  to  be  found;  Aaron,  [r.,  born 
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January  4,  1775,  died  May  1,  1808;  Sarah, 
born  March  n,  1777,  died  in  infancy;  Sarah 
(2),  born  February  7,  1778,  died  at  the  age  of 
forty  years;  Luther,  born  January  26,  1780, 
was  a farmer  and  miller,  living  on  the  farm 
bought  by  his  father  from  Jesse  Johnson,  and 
he  died  March'  12,  1864,  leaving  six  children. 

(VI)  Asahel  Wilcox,  grandfather  of  our 

subject,  was  born  May  9,  1771,  in  what  is  now 
Portland,  Conn.,  near  Somasick  Mountain,  and 
he  was  a lifelong  farmer.  On  October  2,  1791, 
he  married  Lucy  Crittenden,  and  children  as 
follows  were  born  to  them : Sarah  married 

a Mr.  Lindsey  and  lived  and  died  in  Ohio; 
Emily  married  John  Churchill ; Lucy  married 
Asahel  Penfield,  and  removed  to  Kansas  in 
i860;  Catherine  wedded  a Mr.  Hitchcock  for 
her  second  husband,  and  died  in  California; 
Asahel  Bulkley  went  West  when  a young  man  ; 
William  W.  is  mentioned  below ; Ruth  A.  mar- 
ried Ira  K.  Penfield;  Aaron  went  West  and 
all  traces  of  him  are  lost.  The  father  of  this 
family  died  October  31,  1817,  the  mother  on 
October  25,  1811,  aged  thirty-nine  years,  and 
both  are  buried  in  Center  cemetery,  Portland. 

(VII)  William  W.  Wilcox,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1802,  in  what  is 
now  Portland,  and  there  learned  the  cabinet 
maker's  trade.  He  married  Miss  Mary  P. 
Rand,  who  bore  him  one  son,  William1  W.,  the 
subject  proper  of  this  sketch.  The  father  died 
November  6,  1824,  before!  the  birth  of  the 
son,  and  the  mother  was  called  from  earth  No- 
vember 4,  1826,  both  being  twenty-two  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  their  decease. 

(VIII)  William  W.  Wilcox,  whose  name 
appears  at  the  opening  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Middletown  M’ay  23,  1825,  and.  as  will 
be  seen,  was  left  an  orphan  in  his  infancy. 
Until  he  wias  six  years  of  age  he  was  reared 
by  his  grandmother,  and  was  then  taken  into 
thje  family  of  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Ira  K.  Penfield, 
of  Portland,  Conn.,  where  he  remained  until 
he  was  nineteen  years  old1,  in  the  meantime  at- 
tending the  district  school  of  Portland  (then 
called  Chatham,  the  district  being  what  is  now 
Gildersleeve) . He  made  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  a portion  of  his  time  being  under  the 
precqDtorship  of  Erastus  O.  Haven,  at  that 
time  a Wesleyan  student,  who  taught  in  win- 
ters, and  who  afterward  became  president  of 
Syracuse  University.  Being  in  delicate 
health,  the  result  of  an  attack  of  measles,  Mr. 
Wilcox,  thinking  the  change  would  do’  him 


good,  engaged  with  the  New  York  Book  Con- 
cern, of  Robert  Sears,  on,  Nassau  street,  and 
traveled  through  the  South  as  far  as  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.  This  was  in  1846-47,  when  much 
of  the  travel  was  done  by  stage  and  steanr- 
boat.  In  1847,  having  regained  his  health,  Mr. 
Wilcox  returned  to  Middletown  and  entered 
the  employ  of  Eldredge  H.  Penfield,  who  in 
1847  had  patented  a brass  grommet,  and  had 
begun  to  make  them  by  hand  and  foot  presses, 
in  the  small  rooms  at  the  rear  of  a drug  store, 
on  the  corner  of  Main  and  William  streets, 
in  Middletown.  He  gave  employment  to'  Mr. 
Wilcox  at  five  shillings  per  day.  Mr.  Pen- 
field’s  means  being  small,  his  uncle,  Ira  W. 
Penfield,  in  1848,  consented  to  take  an  inter- 
est in  the  business,  the  firm  becoming  E.  H.  ' 
& I.  K.  Penfield.  In  1849  the  firm  was  dis- 
solved, owing  Mr.  Wilcox  $133,  for  wages. 
Up  to  this  time  the  business  had  been  of  slow 
growth,  a great  discouragement  to  E.  H.  Pen- 
field,  so  that  he  sold  his  interest  to  Ira  K.  Pen- 
field  for  a small  sum1.  A new  firm  of  P’en field 
& Wilcox,  consisting  of  Ira  K.  Penfield  and 
William  W.  Wilcox,  commenced  business  in 
1849,  the  latter’s  investment  in  the  business  be- 
ing the  $133  owing  him  from  June  1,  1849, 
when  the  former  firm  was  dissolved.  As  stated, 
up  to  this  time  the  business  had  not  been  a suc- 
cess, the  firm,  depending  upon  the  establish- 
ment of  agencies  for  the  sale  of  their  goods. 
This  system;,  however,  was  abandoned,  and 
they  began  to  deal  directly  wiith  sail  makers. 
Mr.  Wilcox  at  once  started  on  the  road  with 
trunks  full  of  grommets  and  tools  toi  insert 
them,  his  intention  being  to  visit  all  the  sail 
lofts  along  the  coast  as  far  north  as  Halifax, 
N.  S.,  and  to'  show  the  use  and  utility  of  the 
new  metallic  grommets,  While  toi  those 
whom  he  could  not  induce  to  buy  he 
would  present  a gross  or  two.  In  this 
way  an  impetus  was  at  once  given  to 
the  business  and  it  became  a success.  Soon 
afterward  Mr.  Wilcox  invented  a new  round 
edge  sail  thimble,  cast  of  malleable  iron  and 
galvanized,  which  came  into  general  use,  and 
he  was  among  the  first  in  this  country  to  in- 
troduce galvanized  iron  work  in  ship  chand- 
lery. Penfield  & Wilcox  did  a profitable  busi- 
ness for  ten  years,  and  in  1859  Mr.  Wilcox 
sold  his  entire  interest  to-  Ira  K.  Penfield,  and 
leased  of  Ambrose  Wolcott,  rooms  with  water 
power  at  the  south  end  of  the  city,  for  $75 
per  year.  Soon  after  this  he  formed  a co- 
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partnership  with  Joseph  Hall,  Jr.,  of  Portland, 
Conn.,  and  with  an  increase  of  capital,  the 
business  gradually  increased  from  year  to 
year  until  1869,  when  Mr.  Hall  sold  his  entire 
interest  in  the  business  to'  Mr.  Wilcox,  who 
then  formed!  a new  co-partnership  composed 
of  W'.  W.  Wilcox,  E-.  Bound  Chaffee,  A.  R. 
Crittenden  and  Homer  Churchill,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Wilcox,  Crittenden  & Co.,  which 
name  has  ever  since  been  retained.  About  the 
time  of  Mr.  Wilcox’s  entry  into  the  'business 
world  on  his  own  account  he  invented  an  im- 
proved grommet,  made  in  three  parts,  which 
he  patented,  and  also'  added  to  his  business  a 
variety  of  sailrriakers’  supplies  and  ship  chand- 
lery goods.  He  also  invented  another  grom- 
met, which  was  patented  in  1884.  This  was 
the  spur  tooth  grommet  (now  in  general  use, 
both  in  America  and  Europe),  which  was  a 
great  improvement  over  anything  of  the  kind 
then  known.  The  plant  of  Wilcox,  Critten- 
den & Co.  is  fully  equipped  in  every 

way  for  the  general  manufacture  of 
ship  chandlery  hardware,  and  the  con- 
cern is  now  one  of  the  largest  in  this 
line  of  business  in  the  United  States.  T|he 
brass  and  iron  foundries  are  located  in  the 
•old  Stroud  factory  in  Mill  Hollow,  and  are 
practically  a part  of  the  main  plant.  For  a 
number  of  years  water  power  was  used  ex- 
clusively, but  later  it  became  necessary  to  use 
steam  power,  while  at  present  the  entire  plant 
is  operated  by  electricity,  generated  by  means 
■of  both  water  and  steam  power.  Tire  firm 
is  constantly  increasing  and  enlarging  a busi- 
ness which  has  acquired  a world-wide  reputa- 
tion!. Their  goods  are  used  in  all  parts  of 
the  globe.  The  United  States  and  British  na- 
vies both  use  some  products  of  this  firm.  The 
introduction  of  their  product  in  the  European 
markets  was  made  by  Mr.  Wilcox.  In  1884 
he  first  visited  England,  and  presenting  him- 
self to  Admiral  Brandreth,  of  the  British  navy, 
he  was  referred  by  him  to  certain  officials 
at  Chatham!  dock  yard,  where  the  merits  of 
the  spur  tooth  grommet  were  given  a mtost 
severe  test ; it  was  found  to  be  vastly  superior  to 
anything  of  the  kind  known.  An  immense 
amount  of  business  resulted  from  this  visit. 
The  grommet  was  adopted  by  the  British 
Navy,  and  has  been  used  ever  since.  Mr.  Wil- 
cox arranged  for  the  manufacture  of  this  ar- 
ticle with  Hipkiss  <k  Co.,  of  Birmingham,  Eng- 
land, whence  European  customers  were 


supplied,  and  this  arrangement  continued 
until  the  expiration  of  the  patent.  The 
article  was  also  introduced  into  France 
and  Italy  by  Mr.  Wilcox,  who  made  a sec- 
ond trip  to  Europe  in  1885,  accompanied  by 
his  wife  and  daughter. 

On  November  17,  1853,  Mr.  Wilcox  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Shepard  Critten- 
den, who  was  born  'March  5,  1835,  in  what 
is  now  Portland,  Conn.,  a daughter  of 
George  and  Ann  Elliza  (Sellew)  Crittenden. 
Three  children  were  born  of  this  union,  of 
whom  the  eldest  died  in  infancy.  Those  liv- 
ing to  adult  age  are:  (1)  William  Wjalter, 

Jr.,  born  April  11,  1862,  was  educated  at  Will- 
iams College,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1885, 
and  for  some  years  has  been  a member  of  the 
firm1  of  Wilcox,  Crittenden  & Co.  On  Novem- 
ber 3,  1886,  he  married  M'iss  Mary  Root,  of 
Hartford,  wlho  was  born  August  23,  1865,  a 
daughter  of  G.  Wells  Root,  and  three  children 
have  been  bom  to  this  union : Pauline  Root 

(August  3,  1891);  Elizabeth  (September  10, 
1896),  and  William  Walter  (3)  (December 
27,  1901).  (2)  Mary  G.,  born  August  8, 

1866,  was  married  October  1,  1890,  to’  Heman 
G.  Whittlesey,  and  they  have  two  children : 
Percival  Wilcox,  born  at  Foo-Chow,  China, 
September  1,  1891,  and  Winifred  Hamilton, 
born  October  30,  1892.  Mr.  Whittlesey  grad- 
uated from  Yale  in  1880.  For  ten  years, 
1881-1891,  he  was  engaged  in  the  Imperial 
Maritime  Customs  Service  in  China  under  Sir 
Robert  Hart.  During  that  time  he  was  sta- 
tioned at  Shanghai,  Wuhu,  Chefoo  and  Tien- 
tsin, and  he  also  spent  one  year  at  the  port  of 
Foo  Chow  after  his  marriage.  In  1892  he  re- 
turned with  his  family  to  the  United  States  and 
located  at  Middletown,  where  he  has  since 
been  a member  of  the  firm  of  Wilcox,  Critten- 
den & Co. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  S.  (Crittenden)  Wilcox  is 
related  to,  or  connected  by  marriage  with. 
Many  of  the  old  and  prominent  families  of 
Connecticut,  among  them  being  the  following: 
Lord,  Bulkeley,  Sheperd,  Robbins,  Chauncey, 
Kimberly,  Sellew,  Pynchon  and  Crittenden. 
She  is  a descendant,  in  the  sixth  generation, 
of  (I)  Philip  Sellew,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Barin,  and  died  May  15,  1773  (he  's  buried  in 
Harwich,  Mass.);  (II)  John  Leland  Sellew, 
who  married  Hannah  Hamilton:  (111)  Philip 
Sellew,  who  married  Elizabeth  Kimberly 
Smith:  (IV)  Thomas  Sellew.  who  married 
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Lucy  Bulkeley  Lord;  (V)  Ann  Eliza  Sellew, 
wjho  married  George  Crittenden;  and  (VI) 
Elizabeth  Shepard  Crittenden  (Mrs.  Wilcox). 

Mrs.  Wilcox  is  also  a descendant  in  the 
ninth  generation  from  Abraham  Crittenden, 
as  follows:  (I)  Abraham.  Crittenden,  who 

came  from  the  County  of  Kent,  England,  to 
America,  in  1635-37,  was  early  at  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  and  became  one  of  the  founders  of 
Guilford  Colony;  (II)  Abraham,  who  married 
Susannah  Greigson ; (III)  Abraham,  who 
married  Susannah  Kirby;  (IV)  Dr.  Daniel, 
who  married  Patience  Bradley;  (V)  Dr. 
Hopestill,  who  married  Mary  Bacon,  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  and  Hannah  (Wetmore)  Bacon 
(Dr.  Hopestill  was  ordered  by  Gov.  Trum- 
bull to  inspect  the  silver  mines  below  Middle- 
town,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  the  metal  could 
be  used  for  bullets  for  the  Continental  army, 
and  the  silver  was  actually  used  for  that  pur- 
pose) ; (VI)  Daniel,  who  married  Rhoda  Try- 
on;  (VII)  David,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Shepard:  (VIII)  George,  w'ho>  married  Ann 
Eliza  Sellew;  and  (IX)  Elizabeth  Shepard 
Crittenden  (Mrs.  Wilcox),  who  was  one  of 
the  following  named  children : Randolph, 

Elizabeth  S.,  Mary  Lee,  Francis  and  Albert 
Randolph,  the  latter  of  the  firm  of  Wilcox, 
Crittenden  & Co.  Mrs.  Wilcox  is  also-  a de- 
scendant of  Thomas  A.  Kimberly,  who'  in  his 
day  was  a prominent  man  in  the  Colony  of 
New  Haven,  and  secretary  of  State  thirteen 
years.  Mrs,  Wilcox  belongs  to  the  Huguenot 
Society;  Wadsworth  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  of 
Mjiddletown,  of  which  she  was  regent  (1901- 
1902)  ; and  the  Mary  Washington  Memorial 
Association,  of  which  she  was  vice-president, 
for  Connecticut,  and  in  which  association  she 
has  rendered  distinctively  able  and-  valuable 
service. 

Mr.  Wilcox,  our  subject,  although  he  al- 
ways confined  himself  to  business,  has  yet 
found  time  to  devote  to  the  affairs  of  his  native 
town.  In  1877  he  was  elected  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  a representative  from  Middletown 
to*  the  Legislature,  and  again  in  1879.  In/ 
1880  he  was  nominated  for  State  Senator,  but 
was  defeated  by  a small  majority,  his  opponent 
being  Dr.  J.  W.  Alsop.  He  has  also-  served 
the  city  in  both  branches  of  its  government. 
In  1883  he  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  Middletown  National  Bank.  Mr.  Wil- 
cox has  uniformly  held  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  the  community  in  which  he  has  so 


long  lived  as  a gentleman  of  cultured  manners 
and  sound  understanding.  While  one  of  the 
most  successful  men  of  his  city,  he  is  also  one 
of  the  most  democratic  and  approachable,  and 
is  a generous  contributor  to  charitable  objects. 
One  of  his  prominent  characteristics,  that  can- 
not fail  to  impress  the  most  casual  interviewer, 
is  his  genuine  fondness  for  his  home  and  fam- 
ily. In  1891,  he  with  his  wife,  visited  the  far 
East,  spending  a year  in  China  and  Japan,  and 
since  1892  he  has  lived  retired.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wilcox  are  regular  attendants  at  the  South 
Congregational  Church,  of  which  Mrs..  Wilcox 
is  a prominent  member  and  worker,  and  wlhere 
Mr.  Wilcox  has  for  years  been  a liberal  contri- 
butor. 

WOODWARD.  In  the  city  of  Middle- 
town  the  name  Woodward  has  for  a great 
many  years  enjoyed  a respect  second  to-  none 
in  Middlesex  county,  and  such  an  honored 
citizen  as  Henry  Woodward  would  be  a,  credit 
to  any  family  or  community. 

(I)  Henry  Woodward,  the  first  of  the 
family  in  this  country,  came  from;  England, 
and  settled  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  about  the 
year  1635,  uniting  with  the  church  there  prior 
to  1639.  In  1659  he  removed  to  Northamp- 
ton, Mass.,  where  he  was  killed  by  lightning  in 
1685,  while  in  his  gristmill.  He  built  the 
first  gristmill  in  that  place.  Henry  Woodward 
was  a physician.  By  his  wife  Elizabeth  he 
had  one  son,  John. 

(II)  John  Woodward,  son  of  Henry,  lived 
in  Northampton  until  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  when  he  moved  to  Westfield,  and  later 
to  Lebanon,  Conn.  He  married  Anna  Dewey, 
of  Westfield,  daughter  of  Thomas  Dewey,  a 
native  of  England,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Windsor,  Conn.,  who  finally  made  his  home 
in  Westfield.  John  and  Anna  (Dewey)  Wood- 
ward had  one  son,  John  (2). 

(III)  John  Woodward  (2),  born  in  1674, 
removed  with  his  - parents  to  Lebanon,  Conn.., 
where  he  married  Experience  B'aldwin,  and 
amlong  their  children  was  a son  Israel. 

(IV)  Israel  Woodward,  born  in  Lebanon, 
Conn.,  married  Abigail  Bayard,  of  Hunting- 
ton,  Conn.,  and  they  afterward  removed  to 
that  part  of  Waterburv  called  Watertown.  Is- 
rael served  in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and 
bore  the  rank  of  captain.  Among  his  children 
was  a son  named  Samuel. 

(V)  Dr.  Samuel  Woodward  was  born  No- 
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vember  20,  1750,  in  Watertown,  Conn.,  and 
was  attending  Yale  College  when  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  broke  out.  Before  he  was  twen- 
ty-one years  old  he  had  served  an  apprentice- 
ship to  the  trade  of  tanner  and  shoemaker, 
his  father  being  of  the  opinion  that  his  sons 
should  all  learn  trades.  Finally  he  took  up  the 
study  O'f  medicine,  first  under  Dr.  Hastings, 
of  Washington,  Conn.,  afterwSard  under  Dr. 
Daniel  Sheldon,  of  Litchfield.  He  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  1799,  in  Tor  ring- 
ton,  Conn.,  where  he  continued  twelve  years, 
thence  returning  .to  his  native  place.  After  re- 
maining at  Watertown  twO'  years  he  removed 
to  the  original  field  of  his  practice,  which 
soon  became  extensive,  arduous  and  lucrative. 
He  had  a well  organized  and  developed  brain, 
strong  intellect,  quick  perception,  good  sense, 
sound  judgment,  and  independence  of  thought 
and  expression.  To  temperance,  industry,  in- 
tellectual and  moral  culture,  and  practical  re- 
ligion he  rendered  homage,  and  to  public  and 
private  schools,  and  the  academy  of  Torring- 
ton,  the  influence  of  his  character  was  always 
a quickening  power.  To  whatever  cause  he 
allied  himself  with  he  became  a power.  His  na- 
tive strength  of  organization  and  acquired  abil- 
ities shone  forth  conspicuously  with  great 
effect.  Dr.  Woodward  was  for  his  day  a great 
man,  a physician  beloved  and  a philanthropist. 
He  died  January  26,  1835.  His  sons,  three  of 
whom  adopted  the  medical  profession,  became 
men  of  distinction  and  note. 

On  February  10,  1782,  Dr.  Samuel  Wood- 
ward married  Mary  Griswold,  born  in  1747, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Shubael  Griswold,  who  saw 
service  in  the  Revolution.  The  children  born 
to  this  union  were  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Mary  mar- 

ried John  Gillette,  of  Torrington.  (2)  Laura 
died  young.  (3)  Dr.  Samuel  B.  was  a noted 
authority  on  insanity,  and  when  Massachusetts 
concluded  to  have  a State  hospital  for  the  in- 
sane h|e  was  given  first  charge  of  the  insti- 
tution, which  was  located  at  Worcester. 
(4)  Elijah  died  young.  (5)  Griswold  was  a 
farmer  on  the  old  homestead  in  Torrington, 
where  lie  lived,  and  was  a prominent  citizen. 
(6)  Rufus,  a highly  educated  man,  was  a tu- 
tor at  Yale  for  some  time,  hut  much  of  his 
life  was  passed  abroad.  He  died  in  Scotland, 
and  a mlonument  erected  to  his  memory  in  that 
country  bears  the  following  inscription : “To 

the  la  mi  able  American  stranger.’’  (7)  Henry, 
a physician,  studied  medicine  under  his  father 


and  brother,  Samuel  B.,  and  for  a time  prac- 
ticed with  the  latter,  afterward  in  Wethers- 
field, thence  removing  to  Middletown,  by  the 
invitation  of  Dr.  Tully,  who  was  about  to 
leave  that  locality.  There  Dr.  Woodward 
succeeded  ini  securing  an  extensive  practice, 
and  for  years  “his  business  was  equal  to  any 
doctor's  in  Connecticut,  both  as  to>  respectabili- 
ty and  extent.”  He  was  twice  chosen  to  the 
Legislature  from  Middletown;  and  was  promi- 
nent in  the  Episcopal  Church,  serving  as  ves- 
tryman and  as  warden.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  incorporators  of  the  Middletown  Sav- 
ings Blank,  in  1825,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
respected  citizens  of  that  place — none  better. 
Dr.  Henry  Woodward  died  in  1832,  after  a 
few  months’  illness.  (8)  Dr.  Charles  is  re- 
ferred to  farther  on.  (9)  Laura,  who'  never 
married,  died  in  Torrington,  Conn.  Of  this 
family,  Charles  bore  the  greatest  resemblance 
O'f  any  toi  the  father,  and  was  like  him  in 
many  ways. 

Mary  (Griswold)  Woodward,  the  mother 
of  the  above  mentioned  family,  was  a sister 
of  Hon.  Stanley  Griswold,  who'  was  born  in 
1763,  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in 
1786,  and  for  a time  was  a lieutenant  under 
his  father  (as  captain)  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Later  Lieut.  Griswold  was  secretary  of 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  a senator  of  the 
United  States  and  Territorial  judge  of  Illinois. 
He  died  at  Shawneetown,  111.,  in  1815. 

The  Griswold  family  is  one  of  the  most 
illustrious  in  New  England.  The  Black  Hall 
branch,  referred  to  farther  on,  with  its  con- 
nections, embraces  twelve  governors  of  States 
and  thirty-six  judges.  [See  Mag.  of  Ajmer. 
Hist.,  Vol.  IV,  1884.] 

Mary  (Griswold)  Woodward  was  in  the 
sixth  generation  from  Edward  Griswold,  who 
with  his  brothers  M'athew  and  Thomas,  came 
to  Windsor,  Savbrook  and  Lyme,  Conn.,  as 
first  settlers  of  those  places  and  original  propri- 
etors. Edward  died  in  1691,  in  his  eighty- 
fourth  year.  The  line  of  Mrs.  Woodward's 
descent  is  through  Joseph  (born  March  2, 
1647,  married  in  1670,  Mary  Gaylord),  Jo- 
seph, Jr.  (married  Mary  Griswold),  Shubael 
(born  in  1701,  married  in  1722.  Phebe  Cor- 
nish), and  Capt.  Shubael  (born  in  1724,  mar- 
ried Abigail  Stanley,  of  Litchfield.  Conn., 
where  he  was  a leading  citizen  and  prominent 
man ) . 

Mathew  Griswold,  alluded  to  in  the  fore- 
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going,  first  settled  at  Saybrook,  Conn.,  as  the 
agent  for  Gov.  Fenwick,  and  became  an  orig- 
inal proprietor  of  Lyme,  which  was  set  off 
from  Saybrook.  He  was-  a man  of  large 
wealth  and  landed  estate.  His  seat  was  Black 
Hall,  where  he  died  in  1698,  and  he  was  buried 
at  Saybrook.  His  grandson,  Judge  John  Gris- 
wold, born  in  1690,  at  Lyme,  married,  in  1713, 
Hannah  Lee,  and  through  him  descended  the 
noted  Black  Hall  branch  of  Griswolds. 

(VI)  Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  born  Au- 
gust 16,  1798,  in  Torrington,  Conn.,  studied 
medicine  under  the  direction  o-f  his  father,  and 
later  with  his  brother,  Samuel  ,B.  Woodward. 
He  also-  attended  Yale  Medical  School.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-four  he  comm'enced  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  in 
1832  camie  to  Middletown  to  nurse  his  brother, 
Dr.  Henry  Woodward.  He  married  in  that 
city,  and  there  passed  the  rest  of  his  life.  As 
a practitioner  he  was  held  in  high  esteem-  by 
his  brethren  in  the  profession,  and  was  great- 
ly beloved  by  his  patients.  The  goodness  and 
benetvolenfce  which  were  prominent  traits  tin 
his  character  found  expression  in  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  an  address  which  he  delivered 
before  the  State  Medical  Society,  of  which  he 
was  president,  in  1868: 

“There  is  a sentiment  prevailing  among 
the  members  of  our  profession  that  as  a pro- 
fession we  are  not  duly  appreciated,  and  for 
o-ur  services  we  are  not  properly  remunerated. 
This  may  be  true  to-  a certain  extent,  but  who 
has  the  affections  of  the  community  about  him 
to  a greater  extent  than  the  beloved  physician  ? 
Wihen  stricken  down  by  sickness  who  has 
more  earnest  prayers  for  his  recovery?  No-  one 
should  enter  the  profession  under  the  expecta- 
tion o-f  having  a long  rent-roll,  or  a large  file  o-f 
certificates  of  bonds  and  stocks  ; if  he  does  he 
is  doomed  to  disappointment.  We  should  be 
governed  by  higher  motives  and  nobler  pur- 
poses. We  should  feel  that  we  have  entered 
a field  where  there  is  an  opportunity  of  practic- 
ally carrying  out  the  precepts  and  following 
the  example  of  the  ‘Great  Physician,’  and  in- 
asmuch as  we  have  lodged  a stranger,  given 
food  and  drink  to-  the  famishing,  and  visited 
the  sick  for  the  work’s  sake,  we  have  followed 
His  example  and  served  Him.”  As  a general 
practitioner  of  medicine  he  wielded  an  inriu- 
ence  in  the  community  more  widely  felt  by  his 
contemporaries,  lay  and  professional  alike, 
than  that  exercised  by  any  of  his  associates. 


In  the  treatment  of  pneumonia  Dir.  Charles- 
Woodward  met  with  a success  unsurpassed  in 
New  England,  and  was  looked  upon  as  an 
authority  on  that  ailment,  frequently  being 
called  in  consultation,  and  his  decision  or  ad- 
vice accepted.  His  giving  of  medicine  was 
vigorous  in  the  extreme,  and  fo-r  success  in  re- 
sults he  was  without  an  equal.  In  smallpo-x 
he  never  lost  a case,  though  he  had  as  many 
as  twenty-eight  patients  on  his  hands  at  one 
time,  and  it  is  a fact  that  in  his  day  he  treated 
more  smallpox  patients  than  all  the  other  doc- 
tors of  Middletown  combined.  The  only  case 
he  ever  lost  was  one  that  came  to-  Middletown 
on  a New  York  boat,  and  owing  to  long  delay 
in  having  medical  assistance,  together  with 
exposure,  etc.,  was  past  any  aid  o-f  medical 
skill.  The  doctor  died  in  Middletown,  May 
18,  1870. 

In  1841  Dr.  Woodward  represented  the 
Eighteenth  District  in  the  State  Senate,  be- 
ing the  only  Democrat  in  that  body.  In  1849 
and  1857  he  was  sent  to-  the  Legislature  from 
Middletown,  and  was  -chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Divorces.  He  was  the  first  to-  move 
in  the  matter  of  securing  the  location  of  the 
Insane  Hospital  at  Middletown,  his  activity 
in  that  project  being  well  worthy  o-f  record,  in  j 
fact,  taken  all  in  all,  he  was  one  of  the  most  j 
prominent  and  influential  men  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. In  1870  he  was  appointed,  by  the  Con- 
necticut Senate,  trustee  of  the  State  Hospital 
for  the  Insane,  but  his  death  occurred  the  fol- 
lowing week,  andl  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Henry,  in  that  incumbency.  Dr.  Woodward 
was  one  of  the  organizers,  in  1847,  °'f  the  ; 
Central  Medical  Association,  and  he,  on  two  ; 
occasions,  delivered  lectures  before  the  gradu-  ; 
ating  class  at  Yale  Medical  School.  He  also 
served  as  one  of  the  examining  board  of  Yale 
Medical  School. 

Dr.  Woodward  was  the  first  president  of 
the  Central  National  Bank  of  Middletown,  tak- 
ing office  when  that  institution  was  organized,  j 
August  1,  1851.  He  was  a director  of  the 
Air  Line  Railway,  member  of  the  first  board, 
and  a director  o-f  what  is  now  the  Berlin 
Branch  o-f  the  Consolidated  Railroad,  on  which  | 
the  first  train  was  run  March  8,  1850.  For  a 
number  o-f  years  he  was  a member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  Wesleyan  University.  His  inter- 
est in  educational  matters  was  keen  and 
marked.  He  Was  o-ne  of  the  prime  movers,  in 
1840,  in  the  organization  o-f  the  Middletown 
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high  school,  which  was  the  first  high  school 
organized  in  Connecticut.  While  wedded  to 
his  profession  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  term, 
and  while  pressed  for  time  as  a result  of  its 
exacting  duties,  Dr.  Woodward’s  public  spirit 
was  always  evident.  He  always  had  at  heart 
the  best  interests  of  bis  community,  and  took 
as  prominent  a part  in  its  affairs  as  his  pro- 
fessional duties  permitted.  As  a public  speaker 
he  was  ready,  forceful  and  able,  and  was  al- 
ways sought  as  the  presiding  officer  at  public 
meetings.  In  1850,  at  the  two-  hundredth  an- 
niversary of  the  settlement  of  Middletown,  he 
took  a very  important  part,  serving  as  chair- 
man of  the  executive  committee  at  that  time. 
Dr.  Woodward’s  character  was  symmetrical 
and  well  rounded,  and  as  a citizen  he  had  high 
ideals  and  lived  up  to  them.  His  pastime,  his 
pleasure,  was  his  professional  work. 

In  1823  the  Doctor  was  married,  in  Wind- 
sor, Conn.,  to  Miss  M'iss  Eliza  Hills,  of  that 
town,  daughter  of  Capt.  Stephen  and  M|abel 
(Woodbridge)  Hills,  who  were  the  parents 
of  fourteen  children — nine  sons  and  five 
daughters — Henry  Woodbridge  Hills,  in  his 
day  a well-known  cotton  merchant,  being  one 
of  the  sons.  By  this  marriage  Dr.  Woodward 
had  one  daughter,  Miss  Eliza  Hills,  a resident 
of  Middletown.  The  mother  died  in  January, 
1826,  and  on  May  1,  1828,  the  Doctor  married 
Mliss  Ellen  M.  Pratt,  who  was  born  in  Mid- 
dletown, May  7,  1805,  daughter  of  Capt.  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Cooper)  Pratt.  Capt.  John 
Pratt  served  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  His 
commission  as  lieutenant  in  the  newly  organ- 
ized United  States  army,  and  signed  by  Rich- 
ard Henry  Lee,  as  president  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  is  in  the  possession  of  his 
grandson,  Henry  Woodward,  as  is  also  his 
commission  as  captain  in  the  First  Regiment  in 
the  United  States  service,  dated  1791,  and 
signed  by  Gen.  Washington.  The  acceptance 
of  his  resignation  as  captain  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment, United  States  Infantry,  because  of  ill- 
ness, dated  December  5,  1793,  and  signed  by 
Anthony  Wayne,  is  another  of  the  highly 
prized  papers  in  the  possession  of  his  grand- 
sons, Charles  R.  and  Henry  Woodward.  Capt. 
John  Pratt  saw  service  under  Gens.  Wayne 
and  St.  Clair,  in  the  Indian  wars  on  the  then 
Western  frontier.  By  his  second  marriage  Dr. 
Woodward  was  the  father  of  three  children, 
two  of  whom  reached  adult  age,  Charles  R. 
and  Henry.  The  mother  of  these  sons  died 


January  28,  1879,  and  was  interred  by  the 
side  of  her  husband  in  Indian  Hill  cemetery. 

Charles  R.  Woodward  was  born  August 
28,  1832,  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  was  but  a 
child  when  his  parents  removed  to>  Middle- 
town,  where  he  received  the  major  portion  of 
his  education.  Later  he  attended  an  academy 
in  Northampton,  Mass.,  which  concluded  his 
schooling.  As  a boy  he  worked  on  the  survey 
of  the  Air  Line  Railroad,  in  1847.  He  has  for 
mpny  years  been  associated  with  his  brother 
Henry  in  the  drug  business  at  Middletown,, 
wfhere  has  been  built  up  one  of  the  best  known 
businesses  in  that  line  in  Connecticut.  Charles 
R.  Woodward  has  for  years  been  one  of  Mid- 
dletown’s best  citizens,  and  a man  whose  high 
standing  has  been  repeatedly  attested.  He 
served  as  mayor  of  Middletown  in  1886,  and 
1887.  When  the  caucus  assembled  to  select 
his  successor  a petition,  signed  by  many  of 
the  best  citizens  of  the  city,  irrespective  of 
party,  was  presented,  requesting  him  to  again 
accept  the  nomination,  but  he  declined,  fie 
was  first  selectman  from  1879  to  T883,  and 
again  in  1892  and  1893.  He  has  served  as 
a member  of  the  city  council  several  terms. 
In  1879  he  represented  the  town  of  Middle- 
town,  in  the  Legislature,  being  a member  of 
the  committee  on  Incorporations.  I11  whatever 
capacity,  as  a public  servant  or  representative 
of  the  people,  his  course  has  been  marked  by  a 
conscientious,  straightforward  discharge  of  his 
duties,  in  wjhich  he  exercises  the  same  care  and 
earnestness  that  has  distinguished  him  in  the 
transaction  of  his  private  business.  Mr.  Wood- 
ward never  sought  a political  office,  but  he 
has  held  many,  and  declined  more.  As  a can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  with  which 
he  has  been  affiliated,  he  has  for  years  been 
regarded  as  one  of  the  very  strongest  in  his 
city.  During  the  seventy  years  of  his  resi- 
dence in  Middletown  he  has  seen  many 
changes.  In  his  business  life  Mr.  Woodward 
enjoys  a reputation  for  the  strictest  integrity. 
Being  somewhat  outspoken  in  manner,  he  in- 
variably defines  his  position.  No  business 
man  in  his  city  is  any  better  or  more  favorably 
known.  Mr.  Woodward  is  unmarried,  his 
home  being  made  with  his  sister.  Miss  Eliza 
II.,  and  his  brother  Henry. 

Henry  Woodward  was  born  June  26, 
1838.  in.  Middletown,  Conn.,  which  has  since 
been  his  home,  and  where  his  reputation  as  a 
citizen  and  business  man  is  of  a high  order. 
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He  attended  the  public  schools,  Chase’s  Acade- 
my, and,  for  a time,  Wesleyan  University,  both 
of  .Middletown,  and  also  went  to  John  B. 
Woodford’s  school  at  Windsor,  Conn.  In 
1 86 1 he  began  his  career  as  a druggist,  and 
has  ever  since  been  successfully  engaged  in 
that  line.  Mr.  Woodward  has  given  consid- 
erable time  to  fraternal  and  social  organiza- 
tions, and  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in 
Masonic  circles  in  Connecticut.  As  a Knight 
Templar  few  members  of  the  fraternity  at 
large  are  so  favorably  known  and  held  in  so 
great  esteem.  On  July  15,  1859,  soon  after 
reaching  legal  age,  he  became  a member  of 
St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  2,  F.  & A*  M.,  Middle- 
town.  On  November  29,  the  same  year,  he 
was  exalted  in  Washington  Chapter,  No.  6, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  on  March.  12,  i860, 
he  became  a member  of  Columbia  Council,  No. 
7,  Royal  and  Select  Masters.  He  was  knighted 
in  Washington  Commandery,  No.  1,  Knights 
Templar,  of  Hartford,  December  18,  1866, 

and  later  became  a charter  member  of  Cyrene 
Commandery,  No.  8,  when  it  was  instituted 
at  Middletown.  In  Scottish  Rite  Masonry  he 
has  been  equally  prominent.  On  February  9, 
1870,  he  joined  Charter  Oak  Lodge  of  Perfec- 
tion; March  19,  1891,  Hartford  Council, 
Princes  of  Jerusalem  ; March  31,  1891,  Cyrus 
Goodsell  Chapter,  Rose  Croix,  and  April  9, 
1891,  Connecticut  Sovereign  Consistory,  of 
Nbrwich.  On  September  18,  1894,  he  was 
made  sovereign  grand  inspector  general,  of  the 
thirty-third  and  last  degree  tof  the  'Scottish 
Rite.  In  addition  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Royal  Order  of  Scotland  at  the  same  place, 
September  17,  1894.  He  has  been  worshipful 
master  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  thrice  illustrious 
master  of  Columbia  Council,  eminent  com- 
mander of  Cyrene  Commandery  (five  terms), 
and  grand  commander  of  Connecticut.  He 
has  also,  been  president  of  the  Connecticut  As- 
sociation of  Past  Grand  Commanders,  and  on 
August  28,  1902,  was  elected  president  of  the 
New  England  Association  of  Past  Grand!  Com- 
manders., Knights  Templar.  At  the  triennial 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States,  held  at  D'enver,  in  1892,  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  ritual  committee  from  this  grand 
jurisdiction.  These  various  offices  emphasize 
the  confidence  with  which  his  fellow-members 
honor  him,  and  the  conscientious  zeal  with 
which  he  has  carried  out  the  teachings  of  Tem- 
plar Masonry.  Very  zealous  in  the  cause  of 


his  Commandery,  always  at  its  conclaves,  he 
has  been  the  mainstay,  in  times  of  adversity, 
of  Cyrene  Commandery,  and  whatever  suc- 
cess has  come  to  it  is  due  in  a great  measure 
to  his  efforts  and  enthusiastic  encouragement. 

M/r.  Woodward  has  been  for  many  years  a 
director  of  the  Middletown  National  Bank  and 
of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank,  and  a trus- 
tee of  the  latter  since  1871.  He  has  been  a 
trustee  of  the  Connecticut  Hospital  for  the 
Insane  since  1870,  and  the  first  chairrpan  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  that  institution,  a posi- 
tion that  he  has  continued  to  fill  ever  since. 

He  is  also  chairman  of  the  finance  committee. 
During  the  time  the  Sslmyler  Electric  Light 
Company  was  in  Middletown  he  was  a direc- 
tor of  the  same;  was  a director  of  the  Indian 
Hill  Cemtetery  Association  up  to  January, 
1899;  is  a director  of  the  Middletown  Gas 
Company;  and  a director  of  the  Middletown 
Electric  Light  Co.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
tire  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  is 
one  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  State. 

He  has  been  a member  of  the  Reform  Club  of 
New  York.  Mr.  Woodward  is  an  enthusiastic 
yachtsman.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  was 
formerly  one  of  the  stanch  members  of  the 
Democratic  party,  until  recent  years,  when, 
owing  to  that  party’s  attitude  on  the  financial 
question,  he  became  a supporter  of  other  doc- 
trines. In  the  campaign  of  1896  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  Gold  Democratic  Club  of  Middle- 
town.  He  is  not  strictly  allied  with  any  po- 
litical party.  Mr.  Woodward  has  always  been 
averse  to  holding  public  office,  although  he 
has  served  as  alderman  in  the  city  government. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  attempts  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  regulate  the  fisheries  of  the  State  he 
was  for  several  terms  fish  commissioner.  By  j 
his  fearlessness  and  unswerving  determination 
to  do  his  duty,  he  accomplished  much  in 
bringing  the  turbulent  fishermen  into,  suibjec-  f 
tion  to  the  laws,  made  for  their  protection. 

It  was  while  he  was  a member  of  this  com- 
mission that  the  breeding  of  shad  by  the  State 
of  Connecticut  was  first  attempted. 

Henry  Woodward  has  long  been  one  of 
the  foremost  and  most  valuable  citizens  of 
Mliddletown.  His  dealings  have  invariably 
been  marked  by  that  high  sense  of  honor,  that 
sturdy,  inflexible  integrity,  which  has  been 
synonymous  of  the  name  for  many  years  in 
Middletown.  His  identification  with  so  many 
of  the  city’s  institutions  has  placed  him  in  a 


ZTnij  /Z  Wr/fa/ns  £ j&ro-A 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


9 


foremost  position  as  a business  man.  In  finan- 
cial circles,  especially,  he  has  come  to  be  re- 
garded as  a most  valuable  counselor,  his 
opinion  or  judgment  on  matters  of  finance 
carrying  no-  little  weight.  His  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs  is  continuous,  his  public  spirit 
.abundant,  and  of  distinctively  the  substantial 
variety,  any  movement  of  benefit  readily  find- 
ing in  him  a supporter. 

Mir.  Woodward  enjoys/  an  extensive  ac- 
quaintance among  public  and  prominent  men 
throughout  Connecticut.  To-  quote  a life-long 
acquaintance:  “We  find  in  him  the  highest 

type  of  citizenship,  a true  friend  and  an  open 
■enemy.”  Mr.  Woodward  is  unmarried.  His 
home  is  made  with  his  sister,  Miss  Eliza  H., 
and  his  brother,  Charles  R. 

HON.  WASHINGTON  F.  WILLCOX. 
'One  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
men  of  Middlesex  county,  as  well  as  one  of 
the  ablest  members  o-f  the  Middlesex  County 
Bar,  is  Hon.  Washington  F.  Wilcox,  a man 
of  much  more  than  local  reputation.  Coming 
from  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  New  Eng- 
land, his  ancestors  were  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers in  the  towh  of  Killingworth.  The  family 
has  scattered  all  over  the  United  States,  and 
from  it  comes  Orlando  Willcox,  of  Detroit,  a 
man  of  national  celebrity.  Few  families  have 
been  more  thoroughly  linked  with  the  history 
•of  the  old  town  of  Killingworth.  On  the  old 
records  the  name  is  written  Wilco-x,  Wilcocks, 
Wilcoxson  and  Willcox.  Joseph  Wilcox  was 
■one  of  the  original  twelve  planters  of  the  town, 
who1  settled  there  in  October,  1663,  under  the 
Act  of  General  Assembly  authorizing  the  set- 
tlement at  Hammonassett,  which  later  took 
the  name  of  Kenilworth,  which  still  later  was 
corrupted  into  Killingworth.  The  first  mar- 
riage recorded  in  the  town  is  that  of  a Wilcox, 
and  the  birth  of  a daughter  of  Joseph  Wilcox 
is  of  record  there  as  early  as  January  jo,  1665. 

The  Wilcox  family  is  of  Saxon  origin,  and 
was  seated  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  in  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  England,  before  the  Nor- 
man Conquest.  Sir  John  Dundal,  in  the  Visi- 
tation of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  mentions  fif- 
teen generations  of  this  family  prior  to 
1600.  This  traces  the  family  back  to  1200. 
In  the  reign  of  King  Edward  III,  Sir  John 
Wilcox  wlas  entrusted  with  several  important 
commands  against  the  French,  and  had  comi- 
mand  of  the  cross-bow  men  from  Norfolk. 


Suffolk  and  Essex.  John  Wilcox,  of  Bury 
Priory,  in  Suffolk,  an  eminent  Q.  C.,  is  the 
representative  of  the  ancient  family. 

William  Wilcoxson,  born  at  St.  Albans, 
Hertfordshire,  England,  came  to-  America 
when  thirty-four  years  old,  in  the  ship  “Plant- 
er,” with  a certificate  from  a minister  at  St. 
Albans.  Mr.  Wilcoxson  wias  made  a freeman 
of  Massachusetts  in  1636,  moved  to  Stratford, 
Conn.,  in  1639,  was  a representative  from 
Hartford  in  1647,  and  died  in  1652.  He  was 
accompanied  to  this  country  by  his  wife,  M'ar- 
garet,  aged  twenty-four  years,  and  their  son, 
John,  aged  two  years. 

Joseph  Wilcoxson,  a son  of  William,  the 
emigrant  settler,  is  the  Joseph  referred  to  in 
the  foregoing,  who  settled  in  Killingworth. 
Previous  to  his  Removal  thi  their  there  were 
born  to  himself  and  wife,  Anna,  children  as 
follows:  Joseph,  born  October  29,  1659; 

Thomas,  November  13,  1661  ; and  Samuel, 
1663.  The  birth  of  his  first  child  recorded  in 
Killingworth  wtas  Hannah,  born  January  19, 
1665  ; and  the  others  born  there  were  Nathan- 
iel, August  29,  1668;  William,  January  9, 
1671  ; Margaret,  1673;  and  John,  1675. 

Simeon  Willcox,  the  grandfather  of  Wash- 
ington F.,  married  Azuba  Turner,  a daughter 
of  a captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  who 
lived  in  the  Center  District  of  Killingworth. 
The  children  left  by  this  most  worthy  couple 
were : Harley,  who  adopted  the  teacher's  pro- 
fession and  went  to  Montreal,  and  of  whom 
the  family  lost  trace ; Elrastus,  who  was  a 
Methodist  divine  in  New  Jersey;  Sabra,  who 
married  Capt.  Rufus  Crane,  of  Killingworth ; 
Almira,  who  married  Joseph  Dowd,  and  lived 
in  Clinton,  Conn. ; and  H'ervey,  the  father  of 
our  subject. 

Hervey  Willcox  was  born  in  Killingworth, 
Conn.,  on  the  same  farm  as  our  subject,  where 
he  was  reared,  receiving  only  the  meager  edu- 
cational advantages  of  the  time  and  location. 
His  business  was  that  of  farming,  and  he  lived 
a quiet,  uneventful  life.  He  took  a com- 
mendable interest  in  church  affairs  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  denomination,  and 
was  one  of  the  bulwarks  of  the  town,  sensible, 
intelligent,  not  self-seeking,  but  ever  ready  to 
fill  any  post  of  duty.  His  political  affiliations 
were  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  took 
no  prominent  part  in  public  matters.  His  death 
occurred  ini  1866,  when  he  was  sixty-three 
years  of  age.  While  still  a young  man  he  had 
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married  Lydia  Wright,  a member  of  one  of 
the  best  families  of  Clinton,  who  lived  to  an 
advanced  age,  her  death  occurring  in  1880, 
when  she  was.  laid  beside  her  husband  in  the 
South  District  cemetery,  in  Killingworth.  Her 
parents,  David  and  Chloe  (Hurd)  Wright, 
vyere  residents  of  Clinton.  The  father  de- 
serves more  than  mere  mention,  his  ability  and 
judgment  setting  him  above  his  neighbors, 
and  making  of  him  one  of  the  prominent  and 
respected  'citizens  of  his  locality.  Doubtless 
from  this  maternal  grandfather  our  subject 
inherits  somewhat  of  the  natural  legal  bent  of 
his  active  mind,  for  David  Wright  was  a nat- 
ural lawyer,  requiring  m>  legal  education  to 
enable  him  to  adjust  the  affairs  of  his  neigh- 
bors to  the  satisfaction  and  understanding  of 
all.  The  only  one  of  his  family  now  surviving 
is  Daivid  L„  Wright,  of  Clinton,.  Children  as 
follows  were  born  to  Hervey  and  Lydia 
(Wright)  Willcox.;  Mhry  married  John  B. 
Wheeler,  of  Newtown,  Conn.,  and  has  one  son  ; 
Washington  F.  is  our  subject;  Cornelia  mar- 
ried Leach  Lyon,  of  New  Haven,,  and  has, 
one  son ; William1  is  a hotel-keeper  of  Clarks- 
ville, Texas;  Edward  lives  in  New  Haven; 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  Charles  Burdette,  of  Con- 
way, Mlass.,  has  one  daughter;  Lucius  lives 
in  Newi  Haven,  Conn. ; Evelyn  lives  in  Bridge- 
port; Ella  is  now!  Mrs.  Frederick  Dickerman, 
of  Winsted,  Connecticut. 

Washington  F.  Willcox  is  distinctively  a 
Middlesex  county  product.  He  was  born  Au- 
gust 22,  1834,  in  the  town  of  Killingworth, 
where  he  early  learned  the  topography  of  the 
country  by  hard  farm  work  among  its  bushes 
and  stones.  In  those  days  the  lot  of  a farm 
boy  was  not  one  of  idleness,  although  Mf. 
Willcox  has  never  been  accused  of  spending 
an  idle  moment.  His  primary  education  was 
received  in  the  district  schools,  and  he  later 
attended  Chestnut  Hill  District  school,  in 
Killingworth.  He  was  then  sent  to>  a private 
school  conducted  by  Rev.  William  Bell,  the 
scholarly  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  under  his  direction  for  several  years 
studied  Latin  and  the  higher  English  branches, 
later  studying  at  Madison  Alcademy,  and  also 
in  Clinton.  Desiring  to,  enter  Yale  College, 
Mr.  Willcox  went  to  the  Hopkins  Grammar 
School,  in  New  Haven,  following  which  he  en- 
tered Yale  Law  School,  graduating  in  1861. 
Qn  account  of  a weakness  of  the  eyes,  he 
was  not  able  to  pursue  his  academic  course 


as  far  as  he  otherwise  would  have  done,  but 
the  results  have  shown  that  he  made  no  mistake 
when  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  law,  in- 
stead of  other  lines,  which  had  been  his  first 
ambition.  For  several  terms  he  engaged  suc- 
cessfully in  teaching,  but  after  he  was  ad- 
mitted to,  the  Bar  he  opened  up  an  office  for 
practice  in  Deep  River,  where  he  has  since 
continued.  Although  many  flattering  induce- 
ments have  been  offered  him  to  locate  in  one 
of  the  larger  cities,  and  his  official  duties  have 
often  made  a distant  residence  necessary,  his 
love  for  Nature  and  the  delights  of  country 
life,  for  his  home,  have  kept  hint  within  the 
prescribed  limits  of  a small  town,  although  his. 
name  and  fame  have  gone  over  and  beyond 
the  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
Asi  an  able  attorney  his  services  are  sought, 
throughout  the  State,  and  he  has  by  far  the 
most  lucrative  practice  in  Middlesex  county. 

In  1862-63  Mr.  Willcox’s  political  career 
was  well  opened  by  his  election  as  representa- 
tive to  the  Legislature,  followed,  in  1875-76,, 
by  his  election  to'  the  Senate,  where  he  served 
two  years  as  chairmlan  of  the  Judiciary  com- 
mittee. I11  1875  he  was  appointed  State’s  at- 
torney, which  office  he  efficiently  held  for 
eight  years,  this  being  followed  by  a call  to 
come  up  higher.  When  the  List  Congress 
convened  he  was  a member,  elected  as  a Demo- 
crat, and  he  was  elected  to  the  LIIcl  Congress,, 
making  a record  for  himself,  during  his  first, 
term!  as  a member  of  the  committees  on 
Claims,  and  Coinage  of  Weights  and  Meas- 
ures. During  his  second  term  he  was  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  the  Eleventh  Census,  and 
on  the  Labor  committee  was  second  to  the 
chairman.  Declining  a renomination,  Mr. 
Willcox  resumed  his  legal  business,  but  on 
July  1,  1897,  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Cooke- 
to  the  Board  of  Railway  Commissioners,  his 
associates  electing  him  to  the  chairmanship. 
In  this  position  Mr.  Willcox  is  a most  efficient 
official,  and  his  management  of  the  business- 
coming  before  the  board  is  above  criticism. 

On  January  1,  1868,  Mir.  Willcox  was. 
married  to  Salome  C.  Dennison  of  Chester,  a 
daughter  of  Judge  Socrates  and  Maria  (Kirk- 
land) Dennison,  and  to  this  union  have  been 
born : Marie,  an  accomplished  lady,  whose 

education  was  pursued  at  Deep  River  high 
school,  at  Miss  Bangs’  establishment  in  New 
Haven,  and  at  Fort  Edward,  N.  Y. ; Kather- 
ine, whose  education  was  obtained  at  the  same 
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school,  and  completed  at  Smith  College;  and 
Frederick  W.  and  Donald  D.,  both  students 
at  Wifbraham  Academy.  Mr.  Willcox  and 
his  family  occupy  a-  high  social  position'  in 
Deep'  River  and  Chester,  all  of  the  members 
being  well  known  throughout  the  county  be- 
cause of  the  prominence  of  Mr.  Willcox  and 
the  gracious  hospitality  of  the  ladies.  Mrs. 
Willcox  is  entitled  to  membership'  in  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

For  a number  of  years  Mr.  Willcox  has 
been  a director  of  the  Deep  River  Savings 
Bank,  of  which  he  is  vice-president,  and  he 
is  also  vice-president  of  the  American  Bar  As- 
sociation. Strong  in  his  partisanship,  never 
swerving  in  his  loyalty  to  his  friends,  possess- 
ing the  courage  of  his  convictions,  Mr.  Will- 
cox has  made  a record  for  himself  of  which 
he  may  justly  feel  proud. 

HON.  HENRY  GRISWOLD  HUB- 
BARD. In  the  death  of  Henry  G.  Hubbard, 
of  Middletown,  on  July  29,  1891,  there  passed 
away  one  of  the  esteemed  citizens  and  substan- 
tial men  of  the  city  and  Commonwealth,  one 
of  worth  to  the  community  in  which  he  had 
passed  a long,  useful  life  and  an  active  and 
remarkably  successful  business  career. 

Mr.  Hubbard  was  born  October  8,  1814, 
in  Middletown,  son  of  Hon.  Elijah  and  Lydia 
(Mather)  Hubbard,  and  was  descended  in 
both  paternal  and  maternal  lines  from  among 
the  first  settlers  of  New  England,  in  his  line 
being  men  of  prominence,  usefulness  and 
wealth  in  their  respective  communities. 

(I)  George  Hubbard,  his  emigrant  an- 
cestor, a native  of  England,  appears  first  of 
record  in  this  country  at  Hartford  in  1639, 
and  is  believed  to  be  one  of  the  company  com- 
ing thither  from  the  vicinity  of  Boston  in  1635- 
36,  when  were  located  and  settled  the  points 
of  Windsor,  Hartford  and  Wethersfield,  on 
the  Connecticut  river.  Mr.  Hubbard  mar- 
ried, in  1640,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Elizabeth  Watts.  In  1650  he  removed 
to  Mattabesett,  which  in  1653  was  called  Mid- 
dletown. Flere  he  owned  large  tracts  of  land 
on  either  side  of  the  river.  He  died  in  1684, 
and  his  widow  in  1702.  From  this  George 
Hubbard  the  late  Henry  G.  Hubbard  is  in  the 
seventh  generation,  his  lineage  being  through 
Joseph,  Robert,  Robert  (2),  Elijah  and  Eli- 
jah (2). 

(II)  Joseph  Hubbard,  horn  December 


10,  1643,  in  Hartford,  died  December  26,  1688. 
Fie  married  December  29,  1670,  Mary  Porter, 
who  was  born  in  1650,  and  died  June  10,  1707. 

(III)  Robert  Hubbard,  born  October  30, 
1673,  in  Middletown,  died  there  June  19,  1740. 
He  married,  March  14,  1703,  Abigail  Adkins 
Ward,  born  September  11,  1676,  daughter  of 
Josiah  and  Elizabeth  (Adkins)  Ward,  of  Mid- 
dletown. 

(IV)  Robert  Hubbard  (2),  born  July 
30,  1712,  died  January  29,  1779.  He  mar- 
ried, October  9,  1735,  Elizabeth  Sill,  who  was 
born  November  20,  1707,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Phebe  (Lord)  Sill,  of  Lyme,  and  died 
January  22,  1799. 

(V)  Hon.  Elijah  Hubbard,  born  in  1745,. 
died  May  29  or  30,  1808.  He  married  (first) 
January  5,  1772,  Hannah  Kent,  born  March 
7,  1746,  daughter  of  John  Kent;  she  died  De- 
cember 9,  1778,  and  he  married  (second)  Abi- 
gail Dickinson,  born  in  1758,  who  died  in  1838. 
Mr.  Hubbard  was  a man  of  prominence  and 
substance.  In  May,  1777,  during  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Committee  of  Safety  commissary 
and  superintendent  of  stores  for  the  troops. 
For  a number  of  years  he  was  president  of  the 
Middletown  Bank,  and  for  twenty-eight  years 
he  was  a member  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State. 

(V,I)  Hon.  Elijah  Hubbard  (2),  born 
July  30,  or  31,  1777,  in  Middletown,  died  there 
December  4,  1846.  On  October  26,  1810,  he 
was  married  to  Lydia  Mather,  born  August 

11,  1790,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lois  (Gris- 

wold) Mather,  of  Lyme,  Conn.;  she  died 
March  5,  1850.  Mr.  Hubbard  was  graduated' 
from  Yale  College  in  1795,  was  prepared  for 
the  law  at  Litchfield,  and  for  a time  was  en- 
gaged in  its  practice  at  New  London,  Conn. 
For  years  he  was  a magistrate  in  Middletown, 
and  there  served  as  the  executive  officer  of 
the  city.  Fie  was  president  of  the  Middle- 
town  Bank  from  1822  to  1846,  the  time  of  his 
death.  His  children  were:  (1)  Elijah  Kent, 

born  October  18,  1812,  died  in  Chicago,  111., 
March  26,  1839.  He  married,  September  15, 
1834,  Elizabeth  De  Koven,  of  Middletown. 

(2)  Henry  G.  is  mentioned  at  length  below. 

(3)  Margaret  Sill,  born  October  7,  1817,  died 
December  18,  1838,  unmarried.  (4)  John 
M.,  horn  July  28,  1822,  married,  in  December, 
1852.  Frances  Fairchild,  and  is  now  deceased. 

Henry  G.  Hubbard,  the  subject  proper  of 
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this  article,  until  fourteen  years  of  age  attended 
school  in  Middletown,  and  was  then  sent  to 
Capt.  Partridge's  Military  Academy,  at  Nor- 
wich, Vt.  He  subsequently  attended  the  Ell- 
ington (Conn.)  high  school,  and  afterward 
entered  Wesleyan  University,  but  his  health 
failing  it  was  deemed  best  for  him  to  seek  more 
active  pursuits.  At  seventeen  he  entered  the 
store  of  J.  & S.  Baldwin,  of  Middletown,  as 
■ clerk.  Later  he  went  to  New  York,  where  he 
was  engaged  as  a clerk  with  Jabez  Hubbard,  a 
-commission  merchant  in  woolen  goods.  This 
was  the  foundation  of  his  mercantile  educa- 
tion. In  1833  he  returned  to  Middletown, 
where  he  opened  a dry  goods  store  in  connec- 
tion with  Jesse  G.  Baldwin.  In  1835,  when 
about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  became  a 
stockholder  in  and  soon  after  manager  of  the 
Russell  Manufacturing  Company,  and  for 
more  than  fifty  years  was  the  manager  and  di- 
rector of  its  affairs — the  moving  power  of  the 
business  of  a great  industry.  One  of  his  first 
achievements  in  this  connection  was  the  intro- 
duction into  the  works,  in  1841,  of  the  weav- 
ing of  elastic  webbing,  an  art  then  in  its  in- 
fancy in  America ; while  his  last  achievement 
was  the  introduction,  in  1886,  of  what  was  en- 
tirely new  to  this  district — the  weaving  of  silk. 
He  lived  to  see  the  Russell  Manufacturing 
■Company  the  most  extensive  concern  in  Mid- 
dletown, having  factories  at  Higganum  and 
Rockfall,  and  employing  in  the  neighborhood 
of  1,200  hands,  with  a wage  list  of  upward  of 
a thousand  dollars  a day,  and  an  out-put  of 
the  factory’s  product  of  more  than  a million 
dollars  a year.  For  fifty  years  Mr.  Hubbard 
ran  smoothly  along  in  this  business  without  a 
law  suit  or  a strike.  At  the  end  of  that  period 
he  was  confronted  with  the  demands  of  the 
Knights  of  Labor,  which  he  steadily  resisted. 
He  told  his  employes,  at  least  the  workmen  who 
pressed  the  claims,  that  if  he  shut  down,  which 
he  would  do  rather  than  submit  to  dictation, 
it  would  make  no>  difference  to  his  position, 
while  it  could  not  fail  to  be  disastrons  to  them. 
In  that  contest  he  was  master  of  the  situation, 
and  there  was  no  stopping  of  the  works.  For 
many  years  no  man  was  more  devoted  to  busi- 
ness. He  rarely  went  from  the  city,  and  to 
keep  the  huge  business  machinery  in  running 
order  engrossed  all  his  time.  His  life  was 
one  of  industry,  and  in  business  he  was  emi- 
nently successful  against  powerful  competition. 
He  amassed  a great  fortune. 


As  evidenced  in  the  foregoing,  Mr.  Hub- 
hard  was  a man  of  decision  of  character,  and 
almost  invariably  relied  on  his  own  judgment. 
His  mind  was  thoroughly  one  of  business,  in 
which  his  judgment  was  good  and  his  tact  and 
far-sighted  acumen  remarkable.  He  had  the 
faculty  of  remembering  faces  and  names,  and, 
it  is  said,  could  readily  call  by  name  all  of  his 
many  employes.  With  all  his  wealth,  and  the 
position  and  influence  he  held,  he  was  unosten- 
tatious, and  easily  approached  by  even  the 
most  humble.  He  had  a commanding  person- 
ality— a magnificent  presence.  Such  a make- 
up gave  him  power  and  popularity.  To1  his 
intnrrte  friends  he  was  very  social.  He  en- 
joyed a good  story  and  a hearty  laugh.  He 
was  rarely  out  of  temper,  yet  he  possessed  a 
strong  command  of  it.  His  silence  at  times 
was  proverbial.  Generally  speaking,  his  ur- 
banity was  wonderful.  When  on  matters  of 
importance  he  thought  it  time  to  speak  his  sen- 
tences were  concise,  definite,  and  rarely  ad- 
mitted of  lengthy  argument. 

Mr.  Hubbard  had  always  been  connected 
with  the  Episcopal  Church  and  was  a liberal 
contributor  to  it  and  its  auxiliary  societies. 
In  his  religious  views  he  was  liberal,  recogniz- 
ing equally  the  claims  of  Protestant  and  Cath- 
olic. His  private  charities  were  large.  They 
were  given  in  an  unostentatious  manner  for 
the  relief  of  those  whom  he  considered  worthy; 
and  in  that  respect  he  went  on  the  principle, 
“let  not  thy  right  hand  know  what  thy  left  hand 
doeth.”  He  gave  the  land  for  the  church 
Guild  at  South  Farms,  and  was  also'  a liberal 
contributor  to  the  fund.  Before  his  death  he 
expressed  the  hope  that  a Catholic  Church 
would  soon  be  erected  at  South  Farms. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Hubbard 
was  a Democrat,  but  he  was  not  an  active  poli- 
tician, although  he  held  a number  of  public 
offices,  and  brought  ability  and  dignity  to  them 
all.  In  1866  he  was  elected  Senator  from  the 
Eighteenth  Senatorial  District,  which  consist- 
ed of  Middletown,  Durham,  Chatham,  Port- 
land and  Cromwell.  In  1884  he  was  chosen 
presidential  elector  on  the  Cleveland  ticket,  and 
in  1888  the  same  honor  was  awarded  him.  He 
was  a director  in  the  Middletown  National 
Bank  from  1844  until  his  death.  He  was  a 
trustee  and  director  of  the  Middletown  Savings 
Bank  for  several  years,  and  was  at  one  time 
president  of  that  institution.  A eulogy  to 
such  a life  as  that  here  briefly  reviewed  is  un- 
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necessary,  as  an  estimate  of  the  man  is  readily 
seen  between  the  lines.  The  monuments  he 
built  and  left  are  his  best  eulogy.  Let  his  life 
be  an  inspiration  to  the  young  men. 

On  June  20,  1844,  Mr.  Hubbard  was  mar- 
ried to  Charlotte  R.,  daughter  of  Commodore 
McDonough,  and  by  her  had  three  children, 
namely : Margaret  Sill,  born  March  30, 

1845 ; Lucy  McDonough,  born  November  6, 
1846,  who-  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Russell 
and  died  February  2,  1876;  and  Charlotte  Eliz- 
abeth, born  June  3,  1848.  Mrs.  Hubbard  was 
a woman  of  many  Christian  virtues — a lady  of 
refinement  and  culture  who  made  the  world 
better  for  having  lived  in  it.  Her  bequests  to 
the  church  and  to  various  worthy  institutions 
were  large.  Her  death  occurred  March  10, 
1900.  Her  father,  Commodore  McDonough, 
is  known  in  the  history  of  his  country  and  the 
world  as  the  hero  of  Lake  Champlain  during 
the  war  of  1812.  His  brilliant  naval  exploit 
was  the  defeat,  in  1813,  on  Lake  Champlain, 
of  several  British  ships,  and  twelve  gallies, 
commanded  by  Commodore  Dowine,  and  for 
the  remarkable  victory,  owing  to  the  superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  he  received  medals  and 
resolutions  of  gratitude  and  thanks  from  the 
United  States  Congress. 

HON.  O.  VINCENT  COFFIN,  ex-Gov- 
ernor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  for 
many  years  a prominent  and  honored  citizen  of 
Middletown,  is  descended  from  one  of  the 
early  and  leading  families  of  New  England. 
The  Coffins  have  been  allied  by  intermarriages 
with  many  honorable  families,  among  them  be- 
ing the  names  of  Le  Moyne  or  Monk,  Chud- 
leigh,  Carey,  Courtney,  Beaumont,  Prideaux, 
and  Clifford,  and  even  those  of  royal  blood, 
some  having  married  descendants  of  William 
the  Conqueror,  Plenry  I and  Edward  I.  The 
family  seat  of  the  Coffins,  in  Devonshire,  Eng- 
land, has  been  owned  and  occupied  by  those  of 
the  name  and  line  for  seven  hundred  years. 
Sir  Richard  Coffin  came  from  the  Continent 
with  William  the  Conqueror. 

Tristram  Coffin,  the  American  ancestor, 
was  a son  of  Philip  and  grandson  of  Nicholas, 
of  the  parish  of  Brixton,  County  of  Devon, 
England,  and  was  born  in  1605,  in  Devonshire. 
Me  married  Dionis  Stevens,  of  the  same  coun- 
ty, and  in  1642  emigrated  to  America,  with 
his  wife  and  five  children,  his  widowed  mother 
and  two  unmarried  sisters.  Until  1659  he 


lived  alternately  at  Salisbury,  Haverhill  and 
Newbury,  in  Massachusetts,  and  then  went  to 
Nantucket,  at  that  time  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  New  York,  and  made  arrangements  for  the 
purchase  of  the  island,  by  a company  which 
he  organized  in  Salisbury.  In  1660  he  re- 
turned to  the  island,  and  lived  there  until  his 
death,  in  1681,  having  been  a leading  spirit  in 
its  affairs.  He  was  wealthy  and  became  the 
first  chief  magistrate  of  Nantucket. 

Many  of  the  descendants  of  Tristram 
Coffin  achieved  fame  and  gained  a just  celeb- 
rity, among  the  earlier  ones  being  Gen.  John 
Coffin ; Admiral  Sir  Isaac  Coffin ; Baronet 
Isaac  Coffin,  a commissioner  of  the  Royal 
Navy,  in  1795;  Joshua  Coffin,  the  historian, 
who  for  many  years  had  as  his  pupil  John 
Greenleaf  Whittier;  Lucretia  Mott,  of  Phila- 
delphia, one  of  the  most  gifted  women  of  her 
time,  an  approved  minister  in  the  Society  of 
Friends,  who-  in  1827  took  sides  with  Elias 
Hicks,  and  throughout  life  took  an  active  part 
in  all  the  great  moral  reform  movements ; Prof. 
James  Henry  Coffin,  LL.  D. ; and  Capt.  Reu- 
ben Coffin,  of  “Merrimac”  and  “Monitor-’ 
fame. 

Gov.  Coffin  is  in  the  eighth  generation  from 
Tristram,  the  line  of  his  descent  being  through, 
Lieut.  John,  Peter,  Tristram,  Abishai,  Robert 
and  Alexander  H. 

(II)  Lieut.  John  Coffin,  son  of  Tristram, 
born  in  1647,  at  Haverhill,  Mass.,  married 
Deborah,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  Aus- 
tin, and  had  eleven  children.  He  died  in  1711, 
at  Edgartown,  Mass.  From  him  descended 
the  Martha  Vineyard  Coffins.  • His  title  was 
gained  in  the  militia. 

(III)  Peter  Coffin,  son  of  John,  born  in 
1671,  at  Nantucket,  married  (first)  Christiana 
Coudy,  and  (second)  Hope,  daughter  of  Jos- 
eph and  Bethiah  (Marcy)  Gardner. 

(IV)  Tristram  Coffin,  son  of  Peter,  mar- 
ried Jemima  Barnard. 

(V)  Abishai  Coffin,  son  of  Tristram, 
horn  in  Nantucket,  married  Sarah  Long,  and 
moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Hudson,  Columbia 
Co.,  New  York. 

(VI)  Robert  Coffin,  son  of  Abishai.  was 
born  in  1778,  at  the  old  Coffin  homestead,  at 
Little  Rest,  in  the  town  of  Washington,  Dutch- 
ess Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  died  there  in  1842.  His 
business  was  farming  and  tanning.  lie  mar- 
ried Magdalene  Bentley,  and  ten  children  were 
horn  to  them:  Jane,  Alexander  11..  Hezekialu 
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Charles,  Sarah,  Eliza,  Owen,  George,  William 
and  Robert,  all  of  whom  became  useful  and  es- 
teemed citizens  in  their  respective  communities, 
and  a number  of  them  were  prominent  men, 
several  of  whom  still  survive. 

(VII)  Hon.  Alexander  Hamilton  Coffin, 
son  of  Robert,  and  father  of  Gov.  Coffin,  was 
born  June  7,  1805,  in  the  town  of  Washing- 
ton, N.  Y.,  and  there  passed  his  life,  mainly  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  His  position  was  that 
of  a man  of  prominence  in  the  community,  and 
he  held  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  In  his  political  views  he  was  a Dem- 
ocrat until  just  prior  to  the  Civil  war,  and  ever 
after  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party.  In 
1843-44  he  represented  his  town  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State,  and  figured  some- 
what in  other  local  public  relations. 

Mr.  Coffin  was  married,  in  1835,  to  Jane, 
daughter  of  Gemond  and  Mary  (Fowler)  Vin- 
cent. He  died  in  January,  1890,  and  she 
passed  away  in  January,  1871.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  O.  Vincent;  Tristram,  a retired 

attorney  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  who-  has  one 
son,  Forst  Vincent;  and  Harriet,  who  mar- 
ried Charles  A.  Valentine,  and  died  in  1876, 
leaving  one  son,  Frederick  Coffin,  now  an  at- 
torney of  New  York  City. 

(VIII)  O.  Vincent  Coffin,  son  of  Alex- 
ander H.,  was  born  June  20,  1836,  in  Mans- 
field, Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  educated 
in  Cortland  Academy  and  the  Charlotteville 
Seminary.  When  sixteen  years  old  he  en- 
gaged in  school  teaching,  and  when  seventeen 
years  of  age  he  was  a salesman  for  a New 
York  mercantile  house.  From  nineteen  to 
twenty-five  he  was  the  New  York  representa- 
tive of  a prominent  firm  of  Connecticut  manu- 
facturers and  subsequently  became  a special 
partner  in  successful  business  enterprises  in 
New  York.  Although  excluded  from  military 
service  in  the  Civil  War,  he  chose  to.  render 
what  assistance  he  could,  by  furnishing  a sub- 
stitute, and  in  other  ways.  A strong  sup- 
porter of  the  Union  cause,  he  was  a member 
of  the  New  York  committee  of  the  United 
States  Christian  Commission,  and  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Brooklyn  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  during  a considerable  portion  of 
the  years  in  which  those  organizations  were 
prominent  in  field  hospital  work  for  the  Army 
of  the  Union. 

Gov.  Coffin,  came,  to  locate  in  Middletown, 
in  1864,  becoming  the  active  executive  officer 


of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Savings  Bank, 
which  position  he  held  for  fourteen  years,  until 
1878,  when  ill  health  obliged  him  to  retire 
from  active  work.  Six  years  later,  his  health 
being  restored,  he  became  president  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex Fire  Assurance  Company,  a position  he 
yet  holds ; was  president  of  the  Middlesex 
County  Agricultural  Society,  in  1875;  has  been 
a director  and  vice-president  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Middletown ; director,  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Air  Line  Railroad  Com- 
pany; and  was  president  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association.  Added  to  these  offices 
of  honor  and  trust,  our  distinguished  subject 
for  two  years  was  mayor  of  Middletown,  and 
was  twice  elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  this 
district. 

The  convention  of  September,  1894,  at 
which  Mr.  Coffin  was  nominated  for  governor, 
was  a representative  body  of  Republicans,  and 
in  the  election  of  the  November  following  he 
received  a plurality  and  majority  greater  than 
were  ever  before  given  a gubernatorial  candi- 
date in  the  State.  His  name  was  presented 
for  the  position,  in  the  knowledge  that  he  not 
only  represented  one  of  the  oldest  cities  in  the 
State,  but  that  he  was,  in  the  best  sense,  a rep- 
resentative citizen  of  the  whole  county.  His 
active  and  extended  career  had  given  him  ex- 
perience in  legislative  affairs  which  was  valu- 
able to  him  as  governor  of  the  State,  and  on 
assuming  the  duties  of  chief  executive  he  ap- 
plied himself  assiduously  and  faithfully  to  their 
conscientious  performance.  The  most  zeal- 
ous care  was  exercised  in  selecting  men  of  es- 
pecial fitness  for  the  minor  as  well  as  the  more 
important  State  offices.  During  the  session 
of  1895  every  legislative  bill  received  his  per- 
sonal reading  and  investigation  before  his  sig- 
nature was  affixed,  and  a clean,  careful  and 
economic  administration  resulted.  As  an  oc- 
cupant of  the  exalted  position  of  Governor  of 
the  great  Commonwealth  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, he  reflected  credit  on  his  State,  his 
party  and  on  himself. 

On  June  24,  1858,  Mr.  Coffin  was  married 
to  Ellen  E.,  a daughter  of  Linus  Coe,  of  Mid- 
dletown, born  in  that  city  August  31,1835. 
Two  children  blessed  this  union  : Jennie,  born 

January  18,  1861,  died  March  30,  1870;  Se- 
ward Vi,  born  September  24,  1867,  was  mar- 
ried May  13,  1891,  to  Della  M.  Brown,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  L.  Brown,  and  has  one  son,  Vin- 
cent Brown.  Seward  V.  Coffin  is  secretary  and 
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treasurer  of  the  L.  D.  Brown  & Son  Co.,  manu- 
facturers of  silk  goods,  of  Middletown. 

Linus  Coe,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Coffin,  was 
judge  of  probate,  sheriff  and  otherwise  a lead- 
ing citizen  of  Middletown  for  many  years. 
His  death  occurred  in  February,  1852.  He 
was  born  in  what  is  now  known  as  Middlefield, 
a son  of  Elisha  and  Elizabeth  (Miller)  Coe, 
the  latter  a daughter  of  Giles  Miller,  who  was 
a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Linus  Coe  was  one  of  a large  family  and 
was  reared  to  farming,  in  Middlefield.  His 
first  marriage  was  to  Miss  Betsey  Rice,  who 
bore  him  six  children,  only  one  of  whom  lived 
to  maturity, — Catherine  M.,  who  married  Rev. 
A.  E.  Dennison,  a Congregational  minister, 
at  one  time  the  pastor  of  the  Middlefield 
Church;  Mrs.  Dennison  died  in  1863,  at  Port- 
land, Conn.,  where  her  husband  was  stationed 
at  that  time.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr. 
Coe  was  to  Maria  Seward,  of  Durham,  a sec- 
ond cousin  of  the  distinguished  statesman, 
William  H.  Seward,  member  of  the  cabinet  of 
President  Lincoln.  Ellen  E.,  Mrs.  Coffin,  was 
the  only  child  of  this  union. 

About  1830  Mr.  Coe  moved  to  Middle- 
town,  where  he  lived  until  his  decease,  which 
was  caused  by  an  accident  on  the  Newington 
Railroad  crossing  near  Hartford,  Conn. 
From  1830  to  1839  he  was  the  efficient  sheriff 
of  Middlesex  county,  and  was  Probate  judge 
from  June,  1842,  to  1844.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  filling  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  was  one  of  the  first  directors  of 
what  is  now  the  Middletown  Assurance  Com- 
pany. About  1839  he  built  the  house  on  the 
corner  of  College  and  Main  streets,  which  is 
now  the  residence  of  Gov.  Coffin,  and  the  three 
stores  on  the  north  side  of  the  residence,  and 
he  became  the  owner  of  considerable  real  estate 
and  built  a number  of  tenements.  His  wife 
survived  him  until  1880,  and  both  are  buried 
in  Indian  Hill  cemetery.  Perhaps  there  was  no 
one  in  Middlesex  county  better  known  than 
“Squire”  Coe,  as  he  was  known,  his  tall  figure 
commanding  especial  respect  when  upon  his 
official  business.  A leader  in  the  Democratic 
party,  he  was  always  called  upon  for  his  views 
in  public  matters,  and  being  a man  of  educa- 
tion and  intelligence,  as  well  as  high  personal 
character,  lie  was  entrusted  with  the  settling 
up  of  many  estates  and  the  adjusting  of  many 
disagreements  among  neighbors. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  among  Gov. 


Coffin’s  ancestors  of  the  Revolutionary  period 
were  Col.  James  Vandebuirgh,  the  personal 
friend  of  Washington,  and  Capt.  Israel  Vail, 
the  great-great-grandfather  of  his  mother,  who 
participated  in  the  battle  of  White  Plains ; thus^ 
with  the  best  right,  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coffin 
claim  Revolutionary  ancestry,  and  they  are 
respectively  members,  of  the  S.  of  A.  R.  and 
of  Wadsworth  Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 

RUSSELL.  For  upwards  of  two  hun- 
dred years — from  almost  the  very  dawn  of  the 
settlement  of  Middletown — this  family, 
through  all  the  intervening  generations,  has 
been  prominent  and  useful  as  citizens,  and 
taken  a leading  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  city 
and  town. 

William  Russell,  the  American  ancestor, 
came  from  England  in  1638.  He  left  only 
one  son,  one  year  old,  and  (his  wife  having 
previously  died)  directed  in  his  will  that  “his 
son  should  be  devoted  to  God  in  the  way  of 
learning,  being  likely  to  prove  a useful  instru- 
ment in  the  good  work  of  ministry,”  and  de- 
signed the  person  to  be  his  guardian. 

This  son,  Rev.  Noahdiah  Russell,  gradu- 
ated at  Harvard  in  1681,  was  tutor  in  Har- 
vard College  (History  of  English  Colonies  in 
America,  by  Lodge,  page  436),  and  was  one 
of  the  ten  founders  of  Yale  College,  and  one 
of  the  original  trustees  of  Yale,  from  1701  to 
1713.  He  was  one  of  the  framers  of  the  fa- 
mous Saybrook  platform,  and  was  pastor  of 
the  First  Church  in  Middletown  for  twenty- 
five  years,  until  his  death ; it  was  written  of 
him  that  he  “was  accounted  a man  of  weight 
and  wisdom  throughout  the  Colony.”  Such 
was  his  faithfulness  and  ability  that  the  church 
immediately  after  his  death  summoned  his 
son,  William,  to  succeed  him  as  their  pastor. 
Noahdiah  Russell  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Hon.  Giles  Hamlin,  who  came  from  England, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  and  principal 
proprietors  of  Middletown.  The  prominent 
and  honorable  record  of  Giles  Hamlin  and 
family  for  more  than  one  hundred  years  is 
found  in  Hollister's  History  of  Connecticut. 
Vol.  I,  page  510;  also  in  the  historical  ad- 
dress by  David  Field,  D.  D.,  at  the  second 
centennial  of  Middletown,  November  13.  1850. 

William  Russell,  son  of  Noahdiah,  also  a 
clergyman,  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1709. 
was  some  time  tutor  at  Yale,  and  a trustee  of 
Yale  College  from  1745  to  1791.  lie  was 
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offered  the  position  of  rector  or  president  of 
Yale  College,  “and  was  the  first  of  the  Alumni 
to  receive  that  honor,  from  his  alma  mater,” 
but  could  not  accept,  because  “negotiations 
with  the  people  of  Middletown,  for  the  re- 
moval of  their  pastor,  were  ineffectual.” 
[Kingsley’s  History  of  Yale  College.]  For 
forty-six  years,  until  his  death,  in  1761,  he 
was  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  Middle- 
town,  to  which  he  was  called  immediately  upon 
the  death  of  his  father.  The  pastorate  of 
father  and  son  over  that  one  prominent  church 
covered  a continuous  period  of  nearly  three- 
quarters  of  a century,  ending  in  1761.  Rev. 
William  Russell  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Rev.  James  Pierpont  (Harvard,  1681),  also 
one  of  the  ten  founders  of  Yale  College,  and 
one  of  the  original  trustees  of  Yale  from  1701 
to  1714,  and  during  thirty  years  (1684-1714) 
pastor  of  the  First  Church  of  New  Haven. 
Another  daughter,  Sarah  Pierpont,  married 
Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  D.  D.  (Yale,  1720), 
the  distinguished  theologian  and  president  of 
Princeton  College,  and  ancestor  of  three  presi- 
dents of  Yale  (Timothy  Dwight,  president 
1795-1817;  Theodore  D.  Woolsey,  president 
1846-1871;  Timothy  Dwight,  president  1886- 
1889),  and  whose  granddaughter  married  Eli 
Whitney,  inventor  of  the  cotton  gin.  These 
Pierponts  were  descended  from  Sir  Hugh  De 
Pierrepont,  of  Picardy,  in  France,  A.  D.  980, 
whose  grandson,  Sir  Robert  De  Pierrepont, 
went  from  France  to  England  as  commander 
in  the  army  of  William  the  Conqueror,  in  1066, 
and  was  ennobled  for  his  distinguished  con- 
duct at  the  battle  of  Hastings  (1066).  From 
him  descended  the  earls  and  dukes  of  Kings- 
ton [Genealogical  Abstract  of  the  Family  of 
Pierrepont,  Yale  College  Library,  also  Hollis- 
ter’s History  of  Connecticut,  Vol.  I,  pages  458, 
459.  5io.]  ' 

Samuel  Russell,  son  of  Capt.  John  and 
Abigail  (Warner)  Russell,  and  the  grand- 
father of  the  present  Samuel  Russell,  of  Mid- 
dletown, was  born  August  25,  1789,  at  the  old 
homestead.  His  father  died  when  he  was 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  he  was  placed  under 
a guardian.  After  receiving  a common-school 
education,  he  was  placed  in  the  store  of  Whit- 
tlesey & Alsop,  in  Middletown,  and  later  with 
Samuel  Wetmore,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  twenty-one.  He  then  went  to  New  York 
City  and  became  employed  in  the  house  of 
Hall,  Hull  & Co.,  foreign  shipping  merchants, 


and  was  sent  by  them  as  supercargo1  to  Spain. 
Subsequently  he  entered  the  house  of  B.  & T. 

C.  Hopping  & Co.,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  who 
were  engaged  in  the  Calcutta  and  China  trade, 
remaining  with  this  house  until  he  became  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  H.  Carrington  & Co:, 
consisting  of  Mr.  Carrington,  Cyrus  ’Butler, 
and  B.  and  T.  C.  Hopping.  This  was  in  1818,. 
when  he  with  the  others  drew  up  articles  for  a 
co-partnership  for  five  years  for  the  transac-, 
tion  of  business  in  China.  At  the  close  of  this 
period  the  celebrated  house  of  Russell  & Co.,, 
which  still  exists,  was  established  in  Canton, 
China.  Among  Mb.  Russell’s  associates  in 
this  firm  were  such  men  as  Philip  Amiden,  Au- 
gustine Heard,  William  H.  Low,  John  C. 
Green,  John  Murray  Forbes,  Joseph  Coolidge,., 
A.  A.  Low,  W.  C.  Hunter,  Edward  King, 
Robert  Bennett  Forbes,  Warren  Delano,  Jr., 
and  Russell  'Sturgis.  Their  house  has  a 
world-wide  reputation,  and  the  name  of  Sam- 
uel Russell  was  potent  wherever  commerce 
reached.  In  1837  Mr.  Russell  retired  and  re- 
turned to  Middletown,  occupying  the  stately  i 
mansion  on  High  and  Washington  streets,.  ‘ 
which  he  had  built  under  the  direction  of  the  f 
late  Samuel  D.  Hubbard,  where  he  lived  the;  i 
rest  of  his  life,  and  where  to-day  resides  his  f 
grandson,  Hon.  Samuel  Russell.  On  return-  f 
ing  to-  Middletown  Mr.  Russell  entered  into-.  1 
private  and  public  enterprises.  He  founded, 
the  Russell  Manufacturing  Company,  and  was 
its  first  president.  He  was  president  of  the 
Middlesex  County  Bank  for  a decade,  and  was 
a large  stockholder.  During  the  panic  of 
1857  he  advanced  $75,000  of  private  money 
to  sustain  the  bank  through  the  crisis.  He 
was  continually  assisting  private  individuals 
whoi  were  in  financial  trouble.  He  was  a man 
of  broad  and  liberal  views,  and  contributed 
freely  to*  the  support  of  all  religious  denomina- 
tions, giving  liberally  to  the  building  of  the  f 
Catholic  Church,  and  assisting  all  other  de-  j 
nominations.  Mr.  Russell  made  judicious  in- 
vestments which  yielded  large  returns.  It  is 
said  of  him  that  he  gave  away  and  lost  by 
assisting  others  a sum  fully  equal  to  all  that 
he  made  in  China.  In  his  business  Mr.  Rus-  j 
sell  was  very  methodical  and  painstaking,  in 
private  life  frugal  and  economical,  avoiding  all 
display  and  ostentation,  but  very  hospitable,  j 
He  always  gave  his  friends  a hearty  welcome. 

On  October  6,  1815,  Mr.  Russell  was  mar- 
ried, in  New  York  City,  to1  Mary  Cotton  Os- 
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born,  daughter  of  David  and  Mary  (Cotton) 
Osborn,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  She  was  then 
an  orphan,  both  her  parents  having  died  in  the 
West  Indies.  Two  children,  George  Osborn 
and  John  Augustus,  were  born  to  this  mar- 
riage. The  mother  of  these  died  at  the  early 
age  of  twenty-three,  while  the  father  was  in 
China.  Subsequently,  on  the  completion  of 
the  five  years  in  China,  with  the  Providence 
house,  Mr.  Russell  returned  to  this  country 
and  married  Frances  A.  Osborn,  a sister  of  his 
first  wife,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Samuel, 
who  married  Clara  A.  Casey,  daughter  of  Dr. 
William  A.  Casey,  of  Middletown;  they  had 
three  children : William  W.,  Mary  A.,  and 

Cornelia  A. ; the  mother  of  these  died  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty-one.  Mrs.  Russell  founded, 
in  memory  of  her  husband,  the  beautiful  public 
library  at  Middletown  bearing  his  name. 

None  of  the  sons  of  Samuel  Russell  inher- 
ited strong  constitutions,  and  all  died  in  early 
manhood.  The  two  by  the  first  marriage 
were  sent  to  Europe  for  travel,  and  passed 
much  time  in  the  West  Indies  in  treatment. 
George  Osborn  Russell  married  Amelia  C., 
daughter  of  Thomas  Mather,  and  left  two 
sons,  Samuel  and  George  O.  John  A.  Russell 
married  Helen  E.  Webster,  of  Cuba,  and  left 
one  son,  Frank  W. 

Hon.  Samuel  Russell,  son  of  George  Os- 
born and  Amelia  C.  (Mather)  Russell,  and 
grandson  of  Samuel  Russell,  was  born  in  Mid- 
dletown, Conn.  His  education  was  completed 
at  Phillips  Academy,  at  Andover,  Mass.,  after 
which  for  two>  years  he  was  in  the  office  of 
James  Benwick,  an  architect  of  New  York. 
He  has  inherited  many  of  the  traits  of  char- 
acter which  were  possessed  by  his  grandfather. 
He  is  benevolent,  liberal  and  public-spirited, 
and  a broad-gauged  business  man  of  this  day 
of  development  and  progress.  For  many 
years  he  was  closely  identified  with  the  active 
business  of  the  Russell  Manufacturing  Co., 
from  which  he  retired  in  1882,  and  of  which 
he  has  been  vice-president  for  twelve  years. 
He  was  also  connected  with  other  large  cor- 
porations of  Middletown  and  elsewhere,  hold- 
ing various  offices  in  the  same.  Much  of  his 
time  is  occupied  in  caring  for  his  property  and 
special  interests.  Mr.  Russell  is  one  of  the 
managers  of  the  Connecticut  Hospital  for  the 
Insane,  the  Russell  Library,  and  the  Connecti- 
cut Industrial  School  for  Girls.  Political  hon- 
ors have  frequently  been  tendered  him,  and  he 
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has  been  several  times  mentioned  for  the  office 
of  lieutenant  governor  of  the  State.  He  has 
served  as  alderman  of  Middletown,  also  as 
mayor  of  the  city,  having  been  the  first  Demo- 
cratic mayor  the  city  had  had  in  a decade.  He 
has  traveled  extensively  both  in  this  country 
and  abroad.  Socially  Mr.  Russell  is  a mem- 
ber of  a number  of  - clubs,  among  them  the 
Lhfion  Club,  of  New  York,  and  the  Lenox 
Club,  of  Lenox,  Mass.  He  is  also  a member 
of  the  Carrituck  Shooting  Club,  of  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  Russell  married  Lucy  McDonough, 
who  was  born  November  6,  1846,  daughter  of 
the  late  Hon.  Henry  G.  Hubbard,  who  was  a 
descendant  of  George  Hubbard,  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1601,  and  a settler  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
in  1639,  being  one  of  those  who  came  over- 
land from  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  Mass.,  in  the 
year  1635-36,  and  located  the  towns  of  Wind- 
sor, Hartford  and  Wethersfield,  Conn.  In 
1:650-5 1 George  Hubbard  moved  to  Matta- 
besett,  SO'  called  until  1653,  when  it  became 
Middletown.  Mrs.  Russell  was  a granddaugh- 
ter of  Commodore  McDonough,  of  the  United 
States  Navy.  Three  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell,  namely : Samuel, 

Thomas  McD.  and  Lucy  H.  The  mother  of 
these  died  in  1876,  and  Mr.  Russell  subse- 
quently married  Sarafi  Chaplin  Clark,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Clark  (Jr.)  and  Caroline  Madi- 
son Pickering,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.  One 
child,  Helen  P.,  has  come  to  this  marriage. 

Amelia  C.  (Mather)  Russell,  the  mother 
of  Hon.  Samuel  Russell,  was  born  April  17, 
1822,  daughter  of  Thomas  Mather,  who  was 
in  the  ninth  generation  from  John  Mather,  of 
Lowton,  Winwick  Parish,  Lancashire,  Eng- 
land, his  line  being  through  Thomas,  Rev. 
Richard,  Timothy,  Richard,  Samuel,  Richard 
and  Samuel. 

GEORGE  GILBERT  WILLIAMS.  This 
name  is  indissolubly  connected  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  Chemical  National  Bank  of  New 
York,  indeed,  we  might  say,  with  the  history 
of  banking  itself  in  that  city,  where  Mr.  Will- 
iams has  been  located  for  over  half  a century. 
The  record  of  his  business  life  is  the  record 
of  the  progress  of  the  great  institution  of  which 
he  has  so  long  been  the  head.  Mr.  Williams 
is  accounted  one  of  the  most  successful  busi- 
ness men  of  the  great  metropolis,  and  enjoys 
1 high  standing  among  the  most  substantial  fi- 
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nanciers  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  United  States.  He  resides  in  New  York, 
but  he  was  born  and  reared  in  East  Haddam, 
Conn.,  on  the  Connecticut  river,  and  there  he 
still  has  his  summer  home.  He  comes  of  an 
old  family  of  that  locality,  having  an  honor- 
able line  of  ancestors  who  have  had  their  home 
in  America  from  earliest  Colonial  days, 
i Robert  Williams  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  was 
his  first  ancestor  in  America.  Among  others 
of  note  were  Roger  Williams,  the  founder  of 
Rhode  Island;  the  third  president  of  Yale 
College;  the  founder  of  Williams  College;  and 
the  founder  of  Providence  and  governor  of 
the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  from  1654  to 
1657,  a warm  friend  and  compatriot  of  Oliver 
Cromwell.  The  family  was  well  represented 
in  the  early  Colonial  wars,  and  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, one  losing  his  life  at  Bunker  Hill,  another 
at  Lexington. 

George  Gilbert  Williams  was  born  October 
9,  1826,  at  East  Haddam,  son  of  Dr.  Datus 
Williams,  in  his  day  a noted  physician.  Datus 
Williams  was  born  February  25,  1793,  in  the 
town  of  'Norwich,  New  London  Co.,  Conn. 
He  was  one  of  a family  of  nine  children,  and 
of  the  seventh  generation  in  America,  in  de- 
scent from  Robert  Williams  of  Roxbury, 
Mass,,  mentioned  previously.  His  father  was 
a farmer,  and  he  passed  his  youth  in 
the  manner  of  other  farmers’  sons  of 
the  time  and  place,  attending  the  lo- 
cal schools  during  the  winter  season,  and 
assisting  in  the  agricultural  work  the  balance 
of  the  year.  While  thus  engaged  in  helping 
his  father  on  the  farm  pertaining  to  what  has 
since  been  known  as  the  Bacon  Academy,  in 
Colchester,  Conn.,  he  formed  the  purpose  of 
preparing  for  the  study  of  medicine.  The  lack 
of  financial  resources  would  have  seemed  an 
insurmountable  barrier  to  many  a young  man, 
but  it  did  not  so  appear  to  him.  In  order  to 
supply  himself  with  the  necessary  funds  he 
engaged  in  teaching,  his  first  work  in  that  line 
being  in  New  Jersey.  During  this  period  he 
devoted  all  his  spare  time  to  reading  and  study, 
and  in  the  year  1820  became  a pupil  of  Dr. 
Osgood,  of  Lebanon,  Conn.,  and  subsequently 
studied  with  Dr.  Cogswell,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.  He  also-  attended  lectures  at 

Yale  Medical  School,  and  while  there 
was  a “churn”  of  Prof.  Charles  Hooker. 
In  1823  he  received  a license  to  practice  from 
.that  institution,  and  the  same  year  commenced 


practice  in  that  part  of  East  Haddam  1 
known  as  the  Millington  Society,  remaining 
there  until  1835,  when,  there  being  a vacancy 
in  the  western  and  more  populous  portion  of  f 
the  town,  he  removed  thither.  He  continued 
in  active  and  successful  practice  there,  except 
when  prevented  by  ill  health,  until  his  death,  f 
which  occurred  November  4,  1867,  in  the 
seventy-fifth  year  of  his  age.  For  two  years  j 
previous  he  had  been  a sufferer  from  rheuma- 
tism,  but  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  his  r 
decease  he  seemed  to  be  better  than  he  had 
been  for  some  time.  Leaving  the  house  he 
walked  into  the  yard,  where  he  was  discovered 
by  his  wife  a few  minutes  later  lying  on  the 
ground.  Dr.  H.  E.  William's,  a son,  who  was 
at  home  at  the  time,  writes : “I  immediately 

ran  to  him  and  raised  him,  but  life  was  already 
extinct,  he  having  died  evidently  without  a 
struggle,  though  yet  rigid,  in  apparently  the 
spasm  of  an  apoplectic  fit.”  As  to  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  death  he  suggests,  “either  met- 
astatic  rheumatism,  or,  perhaps,  valvular  os- 
sification.” Datus  Williams  was  endowed  in 
an  unusual  degree  with  the  qualities  which 
constitute  a good  physician.  At  the  bedside  fi 
of  the  sick  he  was  calm,  self-possessed,  cheer- 
ful, helpful,  and  benefited  his  patients  as  much 
by  his  strong  spirits  as  by  his  prescriptions.  If,  f 
in  diseases  of  a mild  nature  he  trusted  more  ! 
than  some  to  vis  medicatrix  naturae,  he  had 
good  reasons  for  so  doing;  while  he  could  be 
prompt  and  unsparing  with  potent  remedies  in 
cases  requiring  their  use.  Practicing  in  a re- 
gion of  rough  and  hilly  roads,  and  in  most 
places  but  sparsely  populated,  and  frequently 
called  upon  long  and  fatiguing  rides,  it  is  be-  \ 
lieved  that  very  few  men  more  promptly  or  i 
faithfully  responded  to  the  summons  of  the  '* 
sick,  undeterred  by  storm/,  darkness  or  little  | 
prospect  of  compensation  other  than  the  con-  j 
sciousness  of  having  ministered  to  suffering  j 
humanity.  The  esprit  cle  corps  of  his  profes- 
sion affected  all  his  actions,  and  he  was  jealous 
of  the  honor  of  his  calling,  showing  little  fa- 
vor to'  quacks  and  their  abettors.  He  usually  - 
attended  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  meetings  of 
his  professional  brethren.  By  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  he 
received'  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  from  Yale  in  1843.  I'1  1S53  he  rep-  ’ 
resented  the  Middlesex  County  Medical  Soci-  1 
ety  at  a meeting  of  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, and  he  repeatedly  attended  the  meet- 
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ings  of  the  State  society  in  a similar  capacity. 

Dr.  Williams  appreciated  and  improved 
the  privileges  of  citizenship,  and  faithfully  dis- 
charged its  duties.  Indeed,  he  took  an  inter- 
est in  whatever  pertained  to  human  progress, 
whether  the  affair  was  local  or  general,  and 
kept  well  informed  on  public  affairs  and  cur- 
rent events  generally.  In  the  family  and  so- 
cial circle  he  was  uniformly  kind,  social  and 
genial.  The  Doctor  had  a care  for  the  future 
as  well  as  the  present.  In  1839  he  became  a 
communicant  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  in  East  Fladdam,  with  which  he  re- 
tained his  connection  until  his  death. 

On  August  24,  1824,  Dr.  Williams  mar- 
ried Miss  Clarissa  Maria  Peck,  who  was  born 
October  23,  1803,  and  died  Afugust  3,  1885. 
Three  children  blessed  this  union  : Henry  Eg- 
bert, born  June  5,  1825;  George  Gilbert,  born 
October  9,  1826;  and  a son,  born  July  19, 
1844.  who  died  in  infancy.  Henry  E.  Williams 
graduated  fromi  the  Medical  College  of  the 
New  York  University  in  1847,  and  practiced 
his  profession  in  Niew  York  City  until  1864, 
w|hen  he  entered  the  service  of  his  country  as 
assistant  surgeon  of  volunteers.  He  died  De- 
cember 3,  1870,  from  disease  contracted  while 
in  the  army. 

Daniel  Peck,  the  maternal  great-grand- 
father of  Dr.  Datus  Williams,  located  in  Had- 
lymje,  Conn.,  where  he  put  up  a dwelling  on 
land  he  had  purchased  and  followed  his  trade, 
that  of  blacksmith.  He  died  in  about  1806, 
of  yellow'  fever  contracted  while  assisting  in 
the  burial  of  a West  Indies  sailor,  who  had 
died  of  the  disease  and  whom  the  neighbors 
were  afraid  to  approach. 

Ezekiel  Y.  Peck,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Hadlyme,  and  followed  in  his 
father’s  footstqrs,  learning  the  trade  of  black- 
smith. Fie  also  engaged  in  farming  on  a lib- 
eral scale.  In  1814,  after  his  marriage,  he  re- 
turned to  Mijlington,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  dying  December  24,  1831, 
aged  fifty-eight  years.  He  married  Lucena 
Clark,  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  who  died  January  13, 
1867,  aged  eighty-five  years.  To  their  union 
came  children  as  follows:  Daniel  was  horn 

October  4,  i8or.  Clarissa  Maria  was  the 
lnlother  of  Dr.  Williams.  Lucena  Pernella  was 
born  October  4,  1806.  Ezekiel  Y.,  Jr.,  born 
December  23,  1808,  was  a student  at  Yale; 
he  settled  in  Akron,  Ohio.  Erastus  Frank, 
born  February  6,  i8ir,  lived  and  died  in  Mill- 


ington. Jerusha  died  August  3,  1813,  when 
ten  weeks  and  ten  days  old.  Roswell 
Clark,  bom1  June  30,  1815,  died  in  the  town 
of  East  Haddam.  Theodore  Dwight,  born 
November  19,  1817,  was  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business  in  New  York  City,  where  he  died 
in  1845.  Eliza.  Ann,  born  June  18,  1820,  never 
married.  Horatio' H.,  born  July  28,  1822, 

lived  in  New  York  for  a time  and  died  in  East 
Haddaml  Joseph  Vale  was  born  July  22, 
1825. 

From  early  boyhood  George  Gilbert  Will- 
iams gave  evidence  of  the  earnestness  and 
thoughtfulness  which  have  characterized  him 
throughout  life.  It  has  been  his  nature  to  im- 
prove, in  an  earnest,  devoted  manner,  much 
as  a matter  of  duty,  every  opportunity  which 
has  come  his  way,  especially  for  the  acquisition 
of  knowledge.  His  first  schooling  was  re- 
ceived in  the  home  district,  and  in  time  he  be- 
came a pupil  at  tire  academy,  also  receiving  in- 
struction in  Latin  from  Rev.  Isaac  Parsons,  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  next  sent  to  the  Brain- 
erd  Academy  at  Haddam,  then  a flourishing 
institution,  and  applied  himself  assiduously  to 
his  studies,  making  rapid  progress,  especially 
in  mathematics.  His  taste  for  good  literature 
developed  early,  and  has  remained  with  him 
throughout  life,  a source  of  pleasure  as  well  as 
a road  to  knowledge,  and  thus  a most  substan- 
tial aid  in  his  success.  It  was  Ins  intention  to 
qualify  for  admission  to  the  Bar.  He  was  fif- 
teen years  of  age  When  a gentleman  from  New 
York,  who  was  a patient  of  his  father,  the 
Doctor,  offered  h>  take  him  to  that  city,  prom- 
ising to  secure  the  boy  a position  in  what  was 
the  predecessor  of  the  Chemical  Bank,  of 
which  his  brother,  John  Quentin  Jones,  was 
then  cashier.  Mr.  Jones  was  the  first  president 
of  the  bank,  taking  that  position  at  its  organ- 
ization, in  1844.  Mir.  Williams  entered  the  es- 
tablishment as  assistant  to  the  paying  teller. 
The  fidelity,  honesty  and  application  which 
have  marked  his  whole  life  account  for  the 
progress  which  lie  made  from  the  start,  for  by 
the  tiirA?  he  was  twenty  he  had  risen  to  the 
position  of  paying  teller,  being  at  that  time  the 
youngest  man  holding  such  a position  in  the 
City  of  New  York.  During  all  this  time  he  had 
not  relinquished  his  intention  of  preparing  for 
the  practice  of  law.  and  he  continued  his  legal 
studies  and  reading,  early  becoming  a member 
of  the  Mercantile  Library,  then  one  of  the 
best  in  the  citv.  In  18;  he  was  elected  cash- 
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ier,  and  the  day  after  the  death  of  John  0. 
J ones,  which  occurred  January  i,  1878,  he 
was  unanimously  elected  president.  He  had 
been  the  actual  head  of  the  institution  for 
some  years  previous,  as  he  has  been  ever  since. 
For  many  years  Mr.  Williams  had  no  assist- 
ant, but  of  late  years  the  vice-presidency  has 
been  a mpre  onerous  incumbency,  and  the  vice- 
president  has  taken  much  of  the  care  off  his 
shoulders,  though  he  is  still  an  indefatigable 
worker.  In  addition  to,  or,  rather,  in  connec- 
tion with,  his  duties  at  the  bank,  he  has  twice 
served  as  president  of  the  Clearing  House  As- 
sociation, and  in  that  capacity,  in  1893,  ap- 
pointed the  famous  Loan  Committee,  of 
which,  as  president,  he  was  an  ex-officio  mem- 
ber. 

The  history  of  the  Chemical  National  Bank 
is  one  of  continued  and  constantly  increasing 
prosperity,  so  much  so,  in  fact,  that  the  market 
value  of  its  shares  has  advanced  to  $4,000. 
Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  circumstance  in 
its  history  is  the  fact  that  it  was  the  only  bank 
in  tlie  United  States;  that  did  not  suspend 
specie  payments  in  1857.  It  became  the  Chem- 
ical National  Bank  in  1865.  Though  no  in- 
terest has  ever  been  paid  on  deposits  it  had  for 
many  years  larger  deposits  than  any  other 
bank  in  the  United  States.  It  has  only  been 
exceeded  in  that  respect,  of  late  years,  by  some 
of  the  Wall  street  banks.  Its  reputation  is 
unassailable,  so  great  is  the  confidence  of  its 
patrons  in  the  wisdom,  and  ability  of  its  man- 
agement. The  first  president,  Mr.  Jones,  es- 
tablished its  affairs  on  so  solid  and  firm  a basis 
that  the  most  conservative  were  willing  to  re- 
ly upon  its  management,  and  ML  Williams 
has  continued  in  his  footsteps  and  held  the 
business  up  to  the  old  ideals.  Of  Mr.  Williams 
himself  it  may  be  said  that,  in  business,  as  in 
private  life,  he  is  an  ideal  Christian  gentle- 
man. Throughout  the  life  of  his  predecessor, 
Mr.  Jones,  he  enjoyed  the  hearty  friendship  of 
that  gentleman,  who  proved  a valuable  coun- 
selor to  hint  in  every  way.  From  his  earliest 
residence  in  New  Yjork  he  had  the  advantage 
of  refined  and  cultured  society,  to  the  influ- 
ences of  which  atmosphere  his  fine  mind  and 
character  were  especially  susceptible,  and  all 
these  circumstances  contributed  to  itheir  de- 
velopment in  the  most  desirable  direction.  Mr. 
Williams  is  a domestic  man  in  every  way,  and 
his  greatest  pleasure  is  at  his  home  and  church. 
His  ample  fortune  is.  expended  in  a liberal  but 


unostentatious  manner.  He  is  a member,  ves- 
tryman and  treasurer  of  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Church  (Episcopal),  and  active  in  all  the  enter- 
prises of  that  congregation.  He  has  always 
found  time,  in  spite  of  the  pressure  of  business, 
for  benevolent  and  charitable  works,  and  is 
especially  interested  in  the  Orphans  Home  and 
Asylum  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church; 
he  is  also  one  of  the  governors  of  the  Lying-In 
Hospital.  In  addition  he  is  president  of  the 
New  York  Clearing  House  Building  Com- 
pany, vice-president  of  the  United  States  Life 
Insurance  Company,  and  connected,  as  treas- 
urer, trustee  or  director,  with  the  following 
companies : The  Bond  and  Mortgage  Guaran- 
tee Company,  Eastman’s  Company,  Fabric 
Measuring  and  Packing  Company,  Fidelity 
and  Casualty  Company,  Institution  for  the 
Savings  of  Merchants’  Clerks,  Mexican  Tele- 
graph Company,  New  York  Clearing  Associa- 
tion, a member  of  the  Clearing  House  Com- 
mittee, Realty  Associates,  Texas  Midland  Rail- 
road Company,  Title  Guarantee  and  Trust 
Company,  and  the  Union  Trust  Company  of 
New  York.  His  only  social  affiliations  are 
with  the  Metropolitan  Club  and  the  Riding 
and  Driving  Club. 

On  various  occasions  Mr.  Williams’ 
friends  have  given  substantial  evidence  of 
their  confidence  in  his  ability  and  integrity 
by  intrusting  him  with  the  settlement  of  their 
estates,  a trust  no  man  of  honor  regards  light- 
ly. Among  others  who  have  thus  shown  their 
esteem  we  may  mention  John  Q.  Jones  (his 
life-long  friend),  and  that  gentleman’s  brother, 
Joshua  Jones;  Robert  L.  Stuart  and  his  wife; 
Louis  Hammersly;  and  Wilson  G.  Hunt. 

Mr.  Williamis  has  always  been  an  advocate 
of  courtesy,  upon  any  and  all  occasions,  to  any 
and  all ; in  fact,  in  this  respect,  he  may  be  re- 
garded as  an  ideal  gentleman  of  the  Old 
School.  He  insists  upon  his  employes  show- 
ing politeness  and  consideration  to  all,  and 
sets  the  example  himself,  for  no  man  is  more- 
accessible  to  those  in  his  employ,  or  more  kind- 
ly in  his  treatment  of  them. 

On  November  14,  1867,  Mr.  Williams  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  New  York,  with  Miss 
Virginia  Force  King,  daughter  of  Aaron  King,, 
of  that  city,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with 
five  children : Virginia  Buell,  born  October 

20,  1868,  died  April  11,  1875.  Clara  Jay,  the 
only  survivor,  born  May  27,  1871,  was  mar- 
ried April  4,  1893,  to  Frank  Browne  Keecfu 
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LeRoy  Quentin,  'born  October  8,  1874,  died 
September  19,  1882.  Clinton  Caswell,  born 
May  1,  1877,  died  May  11,  1877.  Irene,  born 
October  27,  1878,  died  January  7,  1882.  In  the 
beautiful  family  home  in  Fifty-eighth  street, 
near  Fifth  avenue,  are  many  evidences  of  Mr. 
Williams’  literary  and  artistic  tastes,  his 
fine  library  and  handsome  paintings  being  its 
most  noticeable  features.  Here  he  and  his 
wife  take  pleasure  in  welcoming  their  many 
friends.  Their  summer  home  is  in  East  Had- 
dami,  in  the  locality  where  Mr.  Williams  spent 
his  boyhood,  and  in  whose  progress  and  devel- 
opment he  has  always  taken  the  greatest  inter- 
est, and  where  he  has  erected  for  the  church  of 
his  boyhood  a chapel  adjoining  the  old  build- 
ing, at  a cost  of  about  ten  thousand  dollars. 

HON.  SAMUEL  D.  HUBBARD,  LL. 
D.,  late  of  Middletown,  former  Postmaster 
General  of  the  United  States  and  member  of 
Congress,  was  one  of  the  distinguished  sons 
of  that  city.  1 

Born  August  10,  1799,  in  Middletown, 
Mr.  Hubbard  was  the  son  of  Hon.  Elijah  and 
Abigail  (Dickinson)  Hubbard,  the  latter  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  John  Dickinson,  of  Middle- 
town.  He  attended  school  in  his  native  town 
until  nine  years  of  age,  was  then  sent  to  a 
boarding  school  at  Rocky  Hill,  Conn.,  and 
was  subsequently  placed  under  the  tutorship 
of  Rev.  David  Smith,  of  Durham,  Conn.,  who 
prepared  him  for  college.  He  was  graduated 
from  Yale  in  1819,  and  read  law.  under  the 
direction  of  his  uncle,  Judge  John  Dickinson, 
of  Troy,  N{.  Y.  After  the  completion  of  his 
law  studies  he  returned  to.  his  native  city,  in- 
tending to  commence  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, hut  the  death  of  his  father  in  the  in- 
terimi  caused  hint  to'  devote  his  whole  time  to 
the  settlement  of  the  estate ; and  in  further- 
ance of  this  object  he  subsequently  entered  into 
partnership  with  John  R.  Watkinson,  in  the 
manufacture  of  woolen  goods,  etc.  This, 
proving  a successful  venture,  enabled  him)  in 
the  course  of  a few  years  to.  complete  the  set- 
tlement of  his  father’s  estate  and  retire  with 
a competence.  He  was  identified  with  the 
Pameacha  Manufacturing  Company  and  also 
with  the  Russell  Manufacturing  Company, 
first  as  agent,  then  as  treasurer. 

Mr.  Hubbard  devoted  much  of  his  time  to 
public  affairs.  His  experience  in  manufactur- 
ing made  him  an  ardent  protectionist.  I Ie  was 
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a Whig  in  politics.  On  the  issue  of  a protec- 
tive tariff  lie  was  elected  to  the  XXIXth  Con- 
gress, receiving  7,325  votes,  while  his  Demo- 
cratic opponent,  Hon.  Samuel  H.  Ingham,  of 
Saybrook,  received  6,668,  there  being  at  that 
time  416  Abolitionist  and  scattering  votes. 
Mr.  Hubbard  remained  in  Congress  from  1845 
to  1849,  and  during  ’this  period  distinguished 
himself  as  a public  debater,  by  his  upright 
course  and  firm  adherence  to'  the  principles  of 
his  party,  making  many  warm  friends,  among 
whom  were  Hon.  Millard  Fillmore  and  Gen. 
Winfield  Scott.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster 
General  by  President  Fillmore,  serving  from 
August  31,  1852,  to  March  7,  1853. 

M3r.  Hubbard  was  a warm  supporter  of 
Gen.  Scott  for  the  Presidency,  and,  it  is  said, 
had  Scott  been  elected,  Air.  Hubbard  Would 
have  been  a member  of  his  cabinet.  I11  1854 
Wesleyan  College  gave  him  the  degree  of  LL. 
D.  Mf.  Hubbard  was  one  of  the  few  men 
who  predicted  the  final  issue  of  the  “irrepres- 
sible conflict,’’  which  in  the  time  of  his  official 
public  career  agitated  both  the  North  and 
South.  He  foresaw  the  end  from  the  beginning 
and  was  firmly  opposed  to  any  compromise 
with  the  South.  H:e  never  lived  to.  witness  the 
birth  of  a new  Union  through  the  “baptism 
of  blood.” 

In  February,  1835,  Mir.  Hubbard  was  mar- 
ried to  Jane  Miles,  daughter  of  Isaac  Miles,  of 
Milford,  Conn.,  who  survived  him.  They  had 
no  children,  but  a niece  of  Mr.  Hubbard — Miss 
Susan  C.  Clark — filled  the  place  of  a daughter. 
Air.  Hubbard  died  October  8,  1855.  i 

GEN.  JOSEPH  K.  F.  MANSFIELD  (de- 
ceased) was  a son  of  Henry  Stephen  Mans- 
field, who.  was  born  February  1,  1762,  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  and  on  August  3,  1786,  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Ephraim  Fenno.  The  an- 
cestry on  both  sides  is  English,  and  many  of 
the  line  appear  among  the  m'ost  distinguished 
names  in  the  early  settlement  and  history  of 
the  Colonies.  Gen.  Mansfield's  parents  had 
six  children : Henry  G.,  John  F.,  Mary  G. 

Grace  T.,  Hannah  F.,  and  Joseph  K.  F. 

Joseph  K.  F.  Mansfield  was  born  Decem- 
ber 22,  1803,  in  New  Haven,  Conn.  In  1817 
lie  entered  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point,  and  in  1822  was  graduated  with  high 
honors,  standing  second  in  his  class.  On  July 
i\  1822,  young  Mansfield  was  appointed  brevet 
second  lieutenant  of  engineers.  He  received 
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his  commission  as  first  lieutenant  in  1832.  In 
July,  1838,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
captain,  and  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Mexican 
war  was  intrusted  with  the  responsible  post  of 
chief  engineer  of  the  army  commanded  by 
Major  Gen.  Taylor  during  the  years  1846-47. 
In  the  defence  of  Fort  Brown,  which  was  at- 
tacked on  May  3,  1846,  and  heroically  defend- 
ed until  the  9th,  Capt.  Mansfield  was  par- 
ticularly distinguished,  and  received  the  brevet 
mjajor  for  his  services.  In  the  three  days  con- 
flict at  Monterey — September  21,  22,  23, 
1846 — Major  Mansfield  again  distinguished 
himlself,  and  was  brevetted  lieutenant  colonel 
for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct.  At  the 
storming  of  Mjonterey  he  was  severely  wound- 
ed, but  five  months  later — February,  1847 — 
he  was  again  at  his  post,  being  brevetted  col- 
onel for  gallant  services  in  the  battle  of  Buena 
Vista,  February  23,  1847. 

After  the  Mexican  war  was  over  Col. 
Mansfield  was  a captain  in  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers. In  1851  his  name  was  third  in  the  list 
on  the  register  of  Inspector  General  George 
A.  McCall.  Col.  Mansfield  was  elected  May 
28,  1853,  to  fill  the  important  post  of  inspector 
general,  with  the  full  rank  of  colonel,  and 
thereupon  resigned  his  rank  of  captain  of  engi- 
neers. He  continued  to  perform  the  duties  of 
inspector  general  of  the  United  States  army 
until  May  14,  1861,  at  which  date  he  was 
nominated  by  the  President  for  one  of  the  new 
brigadier  generalships  in  the  regular  army, 
then  just  created  by  Congress.  Soon  after  this 
appointment  he  was  summoned  to  Washington 
and  assigned  tO'  the  commiand  of  the  defenses. 
Gen.  Scott  did  not  quite  agree  to  his  sugges- 
tion to  fortify  Arlington  Heights,  but  he  went 
ahead  on  his  own  responsibility.  All  the  forts 
around  Washington  were  engineered  by  Glen. 
Mansfield  and  built  under  his  superintendence. 
For  a time  he  was  in  command  of  Newport 
New's,  and  led  the  Union  forces  in  the  capture 
of  Norfolk.  He  was  there  when  he  received 
orders  to  take  command  of  Banks’  Corps,  un- 
der Gen.  McClellan.  Being  greatly  pleased  at 
the  thought  of  a more  active  life  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  he  made  haste  to  reach  this 
command,  and  came  up  with  the  army  before 
Sharpsburg,  the  night  before  the  battle.  On 
the  following  day,  September  17,  1862,  while 
gallantly  leading  his  troops  into  action,  he  fell 
mjortally  wounded.  Internal  hemorrhage  en- 


sued, and  on  the  dawn  of  the  18th  Major  Gen. 
Mhnsfield  gave  his  life  a willing  sacrifice  to 
his  country. 

MELVIN  BLAKE  COPELAND,  the  able 
and  honored  president  of  the  Middletown  Na- 
tional Bank,  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  rep- 
resentative citizens  of  Middletown,  Middlesex 
county,  one  who  occupies  a foremost  position 
in  the  social,  religious  and  business  life  of 
that  city.  He  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn., 
November  7,  1828,  son  of  Melvin  and  Lucinda 
(Blake)  Copeland,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  1798,  in  Sturbridge,  Mass.,  son  of 
Daniel  Copeland,  a farmer  of  that  vicinity. 
Lucinda  Blake  was  a daughter  of  Capt.  Na- 
thaniel Blake,  a resident  of  Hartford,  where 
she  was  born  in  1799,  and  where  she  was 
reared  and  educated.  Capt.  Blake  was  a sea- 
faring man  and  an  owner  of  vessels,  and  he 
suffered  financially  from  the  French  ships,  his 
posterity,  in  recent  years,  under  provisions  of 
French  spoliation  claims,  receiving  a consider- 
ation for  these  losses. 

Melvin  Copeland,  with  his  brother  Daniel, 
moved  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  when  young-  men 
and  unmarried,  and  there  Daniel  became  a 
manufacturer  of  steam  engines  and  well  known 
in  his  line.  Melvin  began  the  manufacture  of 
joiners’  tools,  and  his  product  became  well 
known,  the  Copeland  joiner’s  plane  being  the 
acknowledged  standard  of  its  day,  as  were 
many  others  of  the  planes  and  molding  tools 
of  his  manufacture.  Melvin  Copeland  re- 
mained a resident  of  Hartford  until  1843,  and 
he  was  a prominent  citizen,  a deacon  in  Center 
Church,  and  at  one  time  superintendent  of  the 
Sabbath-school,  always  taking  a great  interest 
in  church  matters.  A stanch  Whig,  he  made 
many  public  speeches  during  the  Harrison  cam- 
paign, his  style  being  forcible,  his  reasoning  co- 
gent, and  he  was  considered  one  of  the  best  ora- 
tors in  New  England.  He  was  representative 
in  the  Legislature  at  Hartford  at  one  time. 
A strong  anti-slavery  man,  he  published  a pa- 
per in  Hartford  called  the  American  Protector, 
an  anti-slavery  paper'  and  he  was  also’  the  au- 
thor of  several  tracts,  one,  “When  Does  the 
Sabbath  Begin?,’’  receiving  wide  attention. 
With  Dr.  Horace  Bushnell  he  alternated  in  dis- 
cussions of  the  temperance  question.  Although 
he  had  received  few  educational  advantages, 
his  natural  ability  caused  him  to  take  an  equal 
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position  w|ith  those  who  had  been  much  mjore 
favored  by  circumstances.  In  1843  Mr.  Cope- 
land removed  to  Massachusetts,  locating  at 
what  is  now  Huntington,  that  State,  and  died 
in  1866,  the  death  of  his  wife  following  close- 
ly; the  severing  of  a close  affection  between 
therm  no  doubt  hastened  her  demise.  A family 
of  ten  children  were  born  to  them,  seven  of 
whom  were  reared  to'  adult  age ; three  daugh- 
ters survive,  while  our  subject  and  his  brother, 
Eidward  P.,  a prominent  merchant  in  North- 
ampton, Mass.,  are  the  only  sons  living. 

Melvin  Blake  Copeland  attended  the  old 
Stone  school  in  Hartford,  where  his  educa- 
tion was  received,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
he  left  school  to  accept  a position  as  clerk 
with  Hfenry  L.  Miller,  whose  store  was  lo- 
cated  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Temple  streets, 
in  Hartford.  His  courteous  bearing  made  for 
him  many  friends,  and  greatly  enhanced  his 
value  as  a clerk ; while  as  a son  of  Melvin 
Copeland  he  had  no  little  prestige,  and  he  in- 
variably proved  a credit,  even  to  so  highly 
an  esteemed  father.  He  was  one  of  those 
steady,  reliable  young  men,  such  as  are  al- 
ways in  demand  in  business  circles.  After  be- 
ing employed  as  a clerk  for  about  four  years, 
he  was  offered  a position  in  the  Exchange 
Bank  in  Hartford.  In  this  position,  as  in 
his  former  one,  young  Copeland  applied  him- 
self diligently,  and  his  adaptability  enabled 
him  readily  to  take  up  the  work.  The  rapidity 
with  which  he  mjastered  the  intricate  retails  of 
the  banking  business  won  for  him  high  praise, 
and  some  time  later,  when  the  City  Bank  of 
Hartford  was  organized,  he  was  offered  the  po- 
sition of  teller,  being  the  first  one  to  fill  that 
position  in  the  institution.  In  April,  1855,  Mr. 
Copeland  was  tendered  the  position  of  cashier 
in  what  was  then  the  Middletown  Bank.  It 
Was  certainly  a very  high  compliment  to  this 
young  banker,  then  less  than  twenty-seven 
years  old,  and  it  was  only  after  some  little 
hesitancy  that  he  concluded  to'  accept  the  posi- 
tion. His  acquaintance  in  Hartford  had  be- 
come very  wide,  and  included  practically  every 
prominent  business  and  professional  man  in  the 
city;  his  friends  were  num'erous,  and  many  of 
his  friendships  dated  from  boyhood,  these 
pleasant  ties  which  dated  back  to  his  childhood 
all  serving  to  endear  him  to  his  native  city. 
Hie  entered  upon  his  duties  as  cashier  of  the 
Middletown  Bank  in  April,  1855,  succeeding 
Frederick  L.  Gleason,  and  he  remained  in  that 


position  until  1883,  when  he  was  elected  to 
the  presidency  of  the  institution  (which  had 
become  the  Middletown  National  Bank),  suc- 
ceeding John  H.  Watkinson.  In  that  position 
Mr.  Copeland  has.  since  continued.  He  is  the 
eldest  in  point  of  service  of  any  bank  official  in 
the  city,  and  has  become  very  closely  identified 
with  the  financial  interests  of  the  State.  Dur- 
ing his  almost  half  century  of  residence  in 
Middletown  he  has  taken  a deep  interest  in 
that  city's  growth  and  welfare,  aiding,  by  in- 
fluence or  means,  any  movement  having  for  its 
object  the  advancement  of  the  city’s  interests. 
Many  acts  of  charity  and  benevolence,  as  well 
as  of  public  spirit,  have  marked  the  life  of 
Mr.  Copeland.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  . 
and  he  has  never  missed  voting  in  a State  or 
National  election  since  he  reached  his  majori- 
ty. His  interest  in  political  matters  is  that  of  ■ 
a good  citizen,  the  duties  of  which  he  has  - 
never  shirked.  In  local  politics  his  support  is ; 
given  to  the  best  man,  regardless  of  party. 

When  twenty  years  old  Mr.  Copeland 
united  with  the  Center  Church,  in  Hartford, 
and  when  the  Pearl  Street  (now  the  Farming- 
ton  Avenue)  Church  of  that  city  was  formed 
he  was  one  of  the  organizers.  For  years  after 
his  removal  to'  Middletown  he  took  a very 
prominent  part  in  the  South  Church,  where  he 
was  organist  for  sixteen  years,  and  for  a num- 
ber of  years  was  superintendent  of  the  Sab- 
bath-school. In  later  years  and  after  much 
study,  he  became  a communicant  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  in  the  Church  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  took  a prominent  part,  serving  for  four 
years  as  organist,  and  for  several  years  as  a 
warden.  In  1901.  when  the  semi-centennial 
of  the  Farmington  Avenue  Church  in  Hartford 
was  celebrated,  Mr.  Copeland  was  the  only  one 
of  the  original  organizers  present,  and  but  one 
other  than  himself  is  living.  In  1867  he  was 
made  an  honorary  member  of  the  Psi  Upsilon 
fraternity,  in  which  he  has  taken  a keen  inter- 
est, and  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Connecticut 
Hospital  for  the  Insane  since  its  foundation. 

Personally  Mr.  Copeland  is  a mm  of  culti- 
vated tastes,  whose  quiet  and  refined,  yet  dem- 
ocratic, manner  has  always  been  a strong  char- 
acteristic. His  politeness  is  inborn,  conse- 
quently it  is  omnipresent.  Few  men  in  his 
position  are  as  approachable,  and  as  void  of 
superfluous  dignity,  and  whether  in  his  office, 
or  on  the  street,  his  manner  is  the  same.  His 
friends  are  found  among  the  young  as  well  as 
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the  old,  and  few,  if  any,  mien  of  his  years  in 
Middletown  can  claim  as  many  friends  among 
young  people  as  Mr.  Copeland,  for  whom  the 
most  profound  respect  is  always  shown.  Mr. 
Copeland's  pastimes  and  pleasures  are  found 
along  the  lines  of  art  and  music,  to  which  he 
has  given  much  of  his  leisure  time.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  has  given  a great  deal  of 
his  tiirle  to'  illuminating  painting,  in  which 
wlork  he  has  shown  much  more  than  ordinary 
talent,  deriving  great  pleasure  from  same. 
His  wlork  along  this  line  has  ireceived  very 
creditable  comment  from  competent  critics, 
alnd  one  of  his  productions  in  this  line  of  art 
wjas  presented  by  him  to  the  Wadsworth 
Atheneum!  of  Hartford,  where  it  is  highly 
prized. 

On  December  17,  1885,  Mr.  Copeland  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Anna  P.  (Sanford)  Mc- 
Crackan,  whose  death  occurred  in  August, 
1901.  ' I 

JAMES  H.  BUNCE,  of  Middletown,  is 
probably  the  best  known  man  in  mercantile 
circles  throughout  Middlesex  county  and  the 
lower  Connecticut  Valley.  He  began  life  with 
little  capital  save  boundless  energy  and  a reso- 
lute  purpose,  and  has  pushed  his  way  upward 
against  almpst  every  kind  of  hindering  obsta- 
cle until  he  now-  stands  close  to  the  pinnacle, 
vindicating  the  old  saying  ‘‘labor  is  king.’’  In 
the  best  sense  of  the  word  he  is  a self-made 
man,  not,  however,  that  he  has  lacked  friends 
and  that  no  kind  words  have  been  spoken  to 
him.  Merit  commands  recognition,  and  the 
deserving  find  doors  opening  and  the  way 
growing  plainer  as  they  go  onward.  Courage, 
fidelity,  thrift  and  integrity  are  the  price  that 
must  be  paid,  and  Mr.  Bunce  has  settled  in 
large  and  overflowing  measure  for  all  that  fav- 
oring fate  or  fortune  has  brought  him  in  the 
gold  of  character. 

Mr.  Bunce  belongs  to  an  old  and  historic 
family  in  Connecticut.  Thomas  Bunce,  his  pa- 
ternal American  ancestor,  was  one  of  the  orig- 
inal proprietors  of  Hartford  in  1639,  his  home 
lot  being  the  site  of  the  present  Capitol.  He 
served  in  the  Pequot  war,  and  in  1671  was 
granted  sixty  acres  in  consideration  of  his 
valiant  conduct  in  that  war,  and  fifty  acres 
more  in  1672.  He  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  were 
original  members  of  the  old  South  Church, 
which  was  established  in  1670.  He  was  a mtan 
of  considerable  prominence,  and  filled  many 


offices  in  the  Colony.  He  died  before  August,  I 
1683,  and  his  widow  about  ten  years  later.  Of 
their  children,  (1)  John,  with  his  wife  Mary, 
w|as  admitted  to  the  South  Church  in  1686.  He 
was  townsman  in  Hartford  in  1701,  1711, 

1715,  and  died  before  1734.  (2)  Elizabeth, 

married  Jacob  White.  (3)  Thomas  married 
Susannah,  daughter  of  Capt.  Thomas  Bull, 
and  with  his  wife  was  admitted  to  the  South 
Church  in  1677.  He  was  townsman  in  1679, 
1680,  1689,  1693,  1695  and  1703.  He  owned  a 
large  landed  estate  in  Hartford,  Wethersfield, 
and  other  towns,  and  his  will,  which  was  pro- 
bated in  1712,  made  provisions  for  his  children 
on  a liberal  scale.  (4)  Sarah  married  for  her 
first  husband  John  White,  Jr.,  and  for  her 
second  Nicholas  Worthington,  and  she  died  in 
1 676.  ( 5 ) Mary  married  first  Thomas  Mea- 

king,  who  was  killed  by  the  Indians,  and 
second  John  Downing. 

Capt.  Bunce,  the  great-grandfather  of 
James  H.  Bunce,  was  lost  at  sea.  He  was  the  ; 
father  of  six  children  : ( 1 ) William,  who  went  j 
South,  printed  the  first  newspaper  in  Atlanta, 

Ga.  He  became  successful  and  left  a large 
estate;  he  did  not  leave  any  posterity.  (2) 
Rufus  was  a jeweler  for  many  years  in  Hart- 
ford, where  he  died,  leaving  no  posterity.  (3)  1 

Thomas  went  to  York  State  in  early  days.  (4)  ' 

Betsey  married  David  Taylor,  of  Hartford.  (5) 
Lucy  married  a Mr.  Kepper.  (6)  Horace  was 
the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Horace  Bunce  was  born  May  29,  1776, 
in  Hartford,  and  died  June  16,  1863,  in  South- 
ington. His  wife,  Hannah  Wjoodruff,  whom 
he  married  in  Southington,  where  he  was  then 
living,  December  25,  1797,  was  born  July  24, 
1776,  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Jerusha,  (Bron- 
son)  Woodruff,  and  died  January  30,  1856.  | 

Horace  Bunce  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Hart- 
ford, and  learned  the  trade  of  cooper,  then  j 
a popular  and  profitable  occupation.  He  fol-  j 
lowed  the  trade  many  years,  and  owned  a 
farm  which  he  cultivated  in  connection  with 
his  cooper  business.  The  children  born  to 
Horace  and  Hannah  (Woodruff)  Bunce  were 
as  follows:  Nancy  was  born  May  19,  1799. 

Emarilla,  born  October  9,  1800,  married  John 
O.  Camp,  who  dropped  dead  on  the  streets  of 
Newbern,  N.  C.,  while  there  on  a visit,  and 
she  died  December  23,  1888.  William  Joseph, 
the  father  of  James  H.  Bunce,  was  born  August  - 
12,  1802.  Jerusha,  born  July  1,  1805,  married 
Henry  Norton,  and  died  May  26,  1869,  in 
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Southington.  Hannah,  born  March  14,  1808, 
married  Rom, ulus  Andrews,  a shoemaker  at 
Farmington,  and  died  November  6,  1835. 

Dorcas,  born  June  3,  1811,  married  James 
Hitchcock,  and  died  May  16,  1852.  Rufus 
Rodney,  born  May  22,  1814,  married  and  lo- 
cated in  Arkansas.  Henry,  born  August  24, 
1817,  died  the  same  day.  Horace  Henry,  twin 
of  Henry,  married  first  Jane  Norton  and  sec- 
ond Ann  Curtiss,  and  died  March  11,  1888, 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Southington. 

William  Joseph  Bunce  was  born  in  South- 
ington, where  he  was  reared  to  manhood. 
When  a young  man  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
tailor  and  established  himself  in  Wallingford. 
After  a few  years  he  sold  out  and  engaged 
in  farming  in  Burlington,  and  later  in  Ken- 
sington, on  the  Meriden  and  New  Britain  road, 
one  mile  south  of  the  Kensington  meeting- 
house. There  he  passed  his  life,  and  died  May 
26,  1878.  On  September  14,  1827,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Wallingford  to  Miss  Emeline  Hough, 
who  was  born  July  15,  1808,  a daughter  of 
Jam.es  and  Mary  (Berry)  Hough.  She  died 
October  22,  1890.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  (1)  William,  born  December  21, 

1828,  married  Ruth  Curtiss,  and  had  two 
daughters;  he  was  a mechanic,  and  died  at 
Plainville,  Conn.  (2)  George,  born  January 
20,  1831,  is  a farmer  of  the  town  of  Berlin, 
Conn. ; he  has  been  twice  married,  to  Sarah 
Hall  and  Mrs.  Marcella  (Brooks)  Hastings. 
(3)  James  H.  is  mentioned  below.  (4)  Lean- 
der,  born  December  20,  1835,  married  Harriet 
Louise  Wilcox,  and  has  an  adopted  daughter, 
Catherine  Stillman,  who  is  now  a music  teach- 
er. (5)  Horace  C.,  'born  May  1,  1839,  died 
at  the  age  of  three  days.  (6)  Lucy  Emeline, 
bom  July  27,  1843,  died  April  12,  1844.  The 
mother  passed  the  years  of  her  widowhood 
on  the  old  homestead  farm,  and  there  died. 
October  22,  1890,  and  was  laid  to-  rest  with 
her  husband  in  the  Kensington  cemetery.  She 
was  a true  Christian  woman,  and  took  a deep 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  her  family  and  in 
alll  that  concerned  her  home.  William  J. 
Biunce,  wlas  a m'an  of  character  and  standing, 
whose  wlord  was  as  good  as  a bond.  He  did 
not  act  hastily,  but  calmly  and  deliberately, 
and  his  convictions,  when  once  formed,  were 
not  easily  shjaken.  Pie  was  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  a man  of  deep  re- 
ligious proclivities. 

James  H.  Bunce  was  born  August  28,  1833, 


in  Kensington,  and  there  passed  his  boyhood 
days.  He  attended  district  school  and  recalls 
Misses  Alsenath  Clark,  Sarah  Gridley  and  Har- 
riet Elderkin  among  his  early  teachers.  When 
he  was  about  seventeen  he  attended  the  acade- 
my at  Southington,  which  was  presided  over 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Day,  and  for  two  winters  he 
attended  a school  at  Berlin  taught  by  Prof. 
Johnson.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  entered 
the  general  store  of  John  Brandegee,  at  Berlin, 
and  contracted  for  three  years  at  an  annual 
salary  of  $50,  $75,  and  $100,  respectively. 
However,  after  a year’s  faithful  service  Mr. 
Bunce  was  released  from  his  contract,  and  en- 
tered the  grocery  store  of  Ward  Coe,  at  Meri- 
den. Six  months  later  he  returned  to  Mr. 
Brandegee,  and  was  with  him.,  at  a very  liberal 
advance  in  salary,  until  that  gentleman  failed 
in  business.  M:r.  Bunce  was  appointed  by 
the  creditors  as  their  agent  to1  sell  off  the 
stock  of  goods,  and  his  methods  and  ideas  on 
that  occasion  received  flattering  commenda- 
tion from)  all  concerned.  Mir.  Bunce  came 
to  Middletown  in  November,  1856,  and  en- 
tered the  store  of  Colegrove  & McFarland  at 
a salary  of  $400-  a year,  and  in  March,  1857, 
he  becarpe  clerk  for  Origin  Utley,  who  carried 
a fine  line  of  dry  goods  and  carpets,  and  with 
whom  Mr.  Bunce  remained  until  he  sold  out  to 
H.  iC.  Ransom,  of  Hartford,  who  conducted 
the  store  in  Middletown  in  connection  with  his 
older  and  larger  store  at  Hartford.  Mr.  Bunce 
later  becamle  his  manager  in  Middletown  for 
some  time.  In  May,  1865,  Mr.  Bunce  pur- 
chased the  store,  and  became  his -own  employer. 
He  could  now  utilize  his  original  ideas  regard- 
ing business,  which  was  not  possible  while 
in  a subordinate  position,  and  his  push  and 
energy  soon  became  evident.  He  rented  the 
room  next  door,  cut  an  arch  between  the  two 
store  rooms,  and  soon  found  his  business  out- 
growing what  he  thought  ample  quarters. 
The  building  which  now  forms  the  front  part 
of  his  store  had  been  built  but  a year,  and 
Mr.  Bunce  bought  it  in  September,  1876.  At 
that  tim'e  it  was  26x80  feet,  and  in  1895  he 
built  an  annex  80  feet  deep,  and  four  stories 
high.  In  1900  he  added  a second  annex. 
48x80  feet,  and  six  stories  high.  This  gives 
him  one  of  the  largest  stores  in  the  State,  much 
larger  than  any  other  in  the  city,  and  un- 
doubtedly the  largest  store  in  New  England 
to  Ik*  found  in  a city  the  size  of  Middletown. 
The  business  originally  included  hut  dry  goods 
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and  carpets.  In  1877  paper  hangings  were 
added,  and  in  1895  a furniture  department 
was  installed ; with  the  additions  erected,  as 
previously  mentioned,  other  departments  were 
inaugurated,  until  at  this  time  the  business 
comprises  a thorough,  up-to-date  department 
store,  such  as  wlould  do-  credit  to  a city  several 
times  larger  than  Middletown. 

On  May  17,  1865,  James  H.  Bunce  was 
married  to-  Miss  Mary  A.  Hubbard,  who-  was 
born  in  Middletown,  January  3,  1838,  daugh- 
ter of  Josiah  M.  and  Sarah  S.  (Hubbard)  Hub- 
hard,  of  whom  the  former,  as  well  as  his 
father,  Jeremiah  Hubbard,  lived  on  the 
Wayside  Spring  Farm,  where  he  died 
aged  seventy-seven  years.  Mrs.  Hubbard 
lived  to  be  ninety  tw!o.  Four  of  their 
children  are  yet  alive : Robert,  a member 

of  Cpmpany  B.  Fourteenth  Connecticut  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Antietanii ; Mrs.  Sarah  S.  Williams  died  July 
8,  1902;  those  living  are  Josiah  M.,  Mary  A., 
Martha  Louise  and  Lucy  Lyman.  Mrs.  Bunce 
is  in  the  sixth  generation  in  the  paternal  line, 
and  in  the  seventh  in  the  maternal  line,  from 
George  Hubbard,  one  of  the  original  settlers 
of  Hartford,  who-  came  to  Middletown  in  1650, 
and  Who  was  the  accredited  a.gent  of  the  Mat- 
tabesset  Company  in  dealing  with  the  natives. 
On  her  father’s  side  the  line  is  through  Josiah 
M.,  Jeremiah,  John,  Nathaniel  and  George, 
while  o-n  the  mother’s  it  is  through  Sarah  Sill, 
Elisha,  N'ehemiah,  Nathaniel  (2),  Nathaniel 
and  George.  Mrs.  Bunce  attended  the  school 
which  was  presided  over  by  Rev.  Mr.  Brewer, 
in  Middletown,  and  before  her  marriage  was 
for  two  years  a successful  teacher.  She  takes 
much  interest  in  genealogical  research,  and  is 
an  intellectual  and  highly  cultivated  lady.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bunce  are  as  follows  : 
Mary  E.,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Percy  Evans, 
Professor  of  Chemistry  in  Purdue  University, 
Lafayette,  Ind.,  attended  Rev.  Mr.  Smith’s 
private  school,  and  Miss  Patton’s  school  in 
Middletown,  and  later  was  a pupil  at  Dana 
Hall.  Grace  Hubbard,  who  married  Major 
William  Paulding,  an  officer  of  the  Third 
United  States  Infantry,  was  a pupil  in  the 
schools  of  Dr.  Smith  and  Miss  Patton,  gradu- 
ated from  Dana  Hall,  and  spent  two-  years 
in  Wells  College.  James  H.,  Jr.,  attended  Dr. 
Smith’s  and  Miss  Patton’s  schools,  and  Capt. 
Roberts’  military  school,  at  Norwalk,  and  en- 
tered Wesleyan  University,  where  he  reached 


the  Junior  year,  when  his  eyesight  failed,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  take  a voyage  of  six  months 
along  the  Atlantic  coast  and  into  the  West 
Indies  for  his  health;  he  returned  to  Middle- 
town  and  entered  his  father’s  store,  where  he 
has  become  general  manager,  and  is  widely 
known  as  one  of  the  ablest  young  business 
men  of  the  city.  Richard  Hubbard  is  con- 
nected with  the  J.  H.  Bunce  store. 

Mr.  Bunce  has  always  been  a Republican, 
but  he  is  a business  man  and  not  a politician. 
He  served  in  the  common  council  two  years, 
but  declined  re-election,  and  he  was  a candi- 
date for  the  State  senatorship  on  one  occasion, 
but  was  defeated.  He  and  his  family  are 
prominently  associated  with  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church.  For  some  years  he  has  been 
a trustee  of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank, 
and  he  has  been  associated  with  several  im- 
portant enterprises  from  considerations  of  pub- 
lic need,  but  declined  connection  with  miost 
that  have  been  offered  him,  as  he  has  felt  that 
he  is  distinctively  a merchant,  and  ever  keeps 
that  fact  uppermost.  When  he  first  went  into 
business  it  was  with  money  that  he  had  accumlu- 
lated  entirely  himself.  He  needed  more  money, 
and  his  father  helped  out  by  endorsing  fo-r  him*, 
with  the  distinct  understanding  that  he  was 
to  ask  for  no  other  endorsers,  and  that  he 
was  not  to  endorse  for  others — a rule  he  has 
always  followed.  He  conducts  his  business 
according  to-  strict  rules,  and  will  not  tolerate 
flagrant  intemperance.  Deception  of  his  cus- 
tomers is  never  allowed,  and  his  methods  have 
been  such  as  to  make  his  commercial  charac- 
ter a standard  in  Middletown.  There  is  proba- 
bly not  a store  in  the  State  that  more  thor- 
oughly holds  and  retains  the  confidence  of  its 
patrons. 

Mrs.  Bunce  is  a member  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  and  is  ex-regent 
of  the  chapter  at  Middletown.  She  is  promi- 
nent in  church  circles,  and  is  president  of  the 
Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church. 

HON.  SAMUEL  BABCOCK,  late  of  the 
city  of  Middletown,  where  he  served  as  post- 
mlaster  and  mayor,  and  where  he  was  also  con- 
nected with  a number  of  financial  institutions, 
was  a man  of  unusual  abilities.  He  was  a 
representative  in  both  branches  of  the  State 
Legislature. 

Mr.  Babcock  was  born  February  18,  1822, 
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on  Liberty  street,  Middletown.  In  his  early 
life  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  spec- 
tacles, and  later  became  interested  in  the  lock 
factory  at  Zoar,  and  much  of  his  time  and 
business  energy  were  devoted  to*  that  busi- 
ness. He  was  selected  for  political  preferment, 
and  represented  his  town  in  the  Legislature, 
and  his  District  in  the  Senate.  He  was  a ster- 
ling Democrat  of  the  Jeffersonian  and  Jack- 
sonian kind,  and  for  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  was  a public  man.  He  was  appointed  post- 
master under  President  Buchanan,  and  made 
one  of  the  best  postmasters  Middletown  ever 
had.  He  was  also*  collector  of  the  port  for  a 
time,  and  served  with  satisfaction  to  all.  Mr. 
Babcock  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  old  Mid- 
dletown Savings  Bank,  and  was  the  real-estate 
agent  of  that  institution.  He  was  a director 
of  the  Middlesex  Assurance  Company,  and  for 
a time  was  interested  in  the  red  granite  quar- 
ries at  Stony  Creek,  Conn.  When  President 
Walker  retired  from  the  Valley  railroad  Mr. 
Babcock  was  elected  to  the  responsible  position; 
and  managed  the  road  with  great  ability  and 
success  until  sorn'e  five  years  before  his  death, 
when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Consoli- 
dated. In  1870  he  was  elected  mayor,  and 
served  the  city  for  two  yeairs  with  distinc- 
tion. He  had  an  objection  to*  making  public 
speeches  and  while  he  occupied  the  office,  where 
he  was  often  called  upon  to  deliver  public 
addresses,  sought  to  evade  the  honors  as  much 
as  possible.  He  was  modest  and  retiring  in 
disposition.  In  his  death,  which  occurred  Oc- 
tober 12,  1892,  a good  and  useful  man  passed 
from  earth. 

Mr.  Babcock  was  survived  by  his  wife  and 
two*  sons,  namely  : Arthur  H.,  agent  for  the 
Hartford  Transportation  Company,  in  Middle- 
town;  and  Samuel  Babcock,  Jr.,  a clerk  in  the 
Middlesex  Mutual  Company. 

SAMUEL  INGHAM  was  bom  in  Hebron, 
Conn.,  September  5,  1793,  and  died  in  Essex, 
in  the  samje  State,  November  10,  1881.  All 
the  education  he  received  previous  to  his  pro^ 
fessional  training  was  gained  in  the  common 
schools.  He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Gov. 
Mattocks,  at  Peacham,  Vt.,  and  with  the  late 
Judge  Gilbert,  in  Hebron,  this  State.  He  was 
adnijitted  to*  the  Bar  in  Tolland  county,  in  1815, 
and  during  the  first  four  years  of  professional 
practice  was  located  in  Canaan,  Vt.,  and  Jewett 
City,  Oonn.  In  1819  he  removed  to  Essex, 


Conn.,  (then  a part  of  the  town  of  Saybrook), 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death. 

From  1828  to  1834  Mr.  Ingham  represent- 
ed Saybrook  in  the  Lower  House  of  the  Legis- 
lature. In  1834  he  was  Speaker.  He  was  re- 
elected in  1835,  and  again  made  Speaker,  but 
having  been,  at  the  same  election,  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress,  he  of  course,  on  being 
officially  notified  of  his  election  to*  the.  latter 
body,  vacated  his  seat  in  the  State  Legislature; 
he  was  re-elected  to  Congress  in  1837.  He 
served  two*  years  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  Naval  Affairs.  In  1839  he  was  again  a 
candidate  for  Congress,  but  was  defeated  at 
the  polls  by  the  late  Chief  Justice  Storrs.  His 
failure  to  be  returned  to*  Congress  was  a 
source  of  great  regret,  not  only  to  his  friends 
at  home,  but  to*  the  members  of  that  body,  over 
which  he  had  repeatedly  presided  as  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  with  great  skill 
and  ability,  during  some  of  its  most  stormy 
and  protracted  sessions.  Had  he  been  re-elect- 
ed he  Would  undoubtedly  have  been  the  can- 
didate of  his  party  for  Speaker,  the  third 
Federal  Office  in  power  and  dignity;  a posi- 
tion for  which  he  was  eminently  fitted.  In 
1843  ar>d  1850  Mr.  Ingham  was  a member  of 
the  State  Senate.  In  1851  he  was  returned  to 
the  lower  branch  of  the  Legislature  and  elected 
Speaker. 

For  nine  years  Mr.  Ingham  was  State  at- 
torney for  Middlesex  county,  and  for  four 
years  judge  of  the  County  Court.  He  Was  also 
tendered  a seat  on  the  Bench  of  the  Superior 
court  and  Supreme  Court  of  Errors,  but  de- 
clined. From  1858  to  1S61  he  was  commis- 
sioner of  Customs  in  the  Treasury  Department 
at  Washington. 

Mr.  Ingham  was  also  four  times  a candi- 
date for  Governor  of  the  State,  receiving  the 
full  vote  of  his  party,  but  failed  through  the 
defeat  of  the  latter. 

When  Mr.  Ingham  came  to  the  Bar.  and 
during  the  most  active  part  of  his  professional 
life,  he  was  brought  into  contract  with  many 
able  and  accomplished  lawyers,  both  on  the 
Blench  and  in  the  forum.  But  it  was  an  age  of 
simple  habits,  small  libraries,  small  fees  and 
limited  resources.  No  marked  success  was  to 
be  obtained  except  by  constant,  self-reliant 
labor  and  upright  conduct.  These  habits  and 
qualities  Mr.  Ingham  illustrated  throughout  his 
long  life  and  they  made  him  honorably  conspic- 
uous at  the  Bar  and  in  public  station.  Though 
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he  was  without  the  advantage  of  a University 
education,  though  he  was  neither  a polished 
orator  nor  an  elegant  writer,  he  rose  to 
eminence  in  public  affairs,  and  became,  in  one 
respect,  at  least,  a formidable  power  at  the  Bar. 
It  Cannot  be  said  that,  in  the  discussion  of 
legal  questions  he  exhibited  what  an  eminent 
lawyer  has  called  “deadly  precision,”  for  his 
mind  was  distinguished  rather  for  its  robust 
sense  than  for  acute  or  exact  reasoning.  But 
in  his  best  days  he  had  few  equals  as  an  ad- 
vocate before  a jury — a function  far  more  im- 
portant in  his  time  than  at  the  present  day. 
With  gigantic  frame,  an  imposing  presence, 
a powerful  voice,  rendered  effective  by  deep 
and  unaffected  emotion,  aroused  by  sympathy 
with  and  zeal  for  his  cause  and  client,  he  often 
made  a powerful  impression  which  carried  con- 
viction to  the  minds  he  was  addressing.  It 
can  truly  be  said  of  Mr.  Ingham  that  he  was, 
imder  Providence,  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune,  and  rose  to1  prominence  by  his  own 
merits.  From  1819  to  the  end  of  his  life  he 
resided  in  a country  village,  in  a rural  county, 
where  there  was  no  circle  of  powerful  friends 
to  accelerate  his  advancement  in  public  or  pro- 
fessional life.  His  origin  was  humble.  What 
honors  he  received,  therefore,  did  not  come  by 
gift  or  inheritance,  but  were  won  by  manly 
personal  efforts. 

Mir.  Ingham’s  private  character  was  with- 
out a stain.  His  habits  were  simple  and  un- 
ostentatious. For  the  last  twenty  years  of  his 
life  he  was  an  earnest  and  consistent  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and,  until  his  health 
failed,  a regular  and  devout  attendant  on  its 
ministrations  and  a liberal  contributor  to  its 
support. 

Dying  at  an  advanced  age  and  after  years 
of  retirement  from  active  life,  Mr.  Ingham’s 
departure  made  no  ripple  on  the  stream  of 
human  affairs  whose  current  sets  steadily 
toward  the  grave,  and  drops  into  its  silence  and 
darkness  the  distinguished  and  the  obscure. 
But  those  who  remember  him  in  his  full  vigor 
will  not  soon  forget  the  massive,  antique  figure 
which  so  quietly  passed  away. 

MOSES  WELD  TERRILL,  a retired  citi- 
zen of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  is  a 
man  who  has  endeared  himself  to  the  communi- 
ty by  his  thoroughly  manly  spirit  and  kind  and 
generous  nature.  He  is  spoken  of  as  a good 
neighbor,  a man  of  uncompromising  integrity, 


and  a citizen  of  public  spirit  and  lofty  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Terrill  was  born  in  Morristown,  Vt., 
October  2,  1826,  and  came  to'  M'iddlefield, 
Conn.,  in  1861.  The  name,  however,  is  historic 
in  Connecticut.  Lewis  Terrill,  the  great-great- 
grandfather of  Moses  Weld,  settled  in  Mans- 
field, Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  and  was  married 
there  December  25,  1733,  to'  Mehitable  Hib- 
bard. She  died  while  still  a young  woman, 
and  his  second  wife  was  Anna  Simons,  to 
Whom  he  was  married  May  30,  1745.  He  had 
children  by  his  first  wife,  but  they  are  not  all 
recorded  in  the  family  annals.  Mrs.  Anna  Ter- 
rill was  the  mother  of  seven  children,  Thomas, 
Arad,  Lewis,  Anna,  Josiah,  Hannah  and  Eu- 
nice Simons. 

Arad  Terrill,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Moses  Weld,  was  born  in  Coventry,  Conn., 
August  23,  1750,  and  married  Miss  Jemima 
Brace,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  Timo-  j 
thy,  Thaddeus,  Samuel,  Jemima,  Susan,  Anna,  i 
Mehitable  and  Lewis.  Arad  Terrill  left  Cov-  j 
entry  and  moved  to;  Hampden  county,  Mass.,  , 
where  he  spent  some  years.  Later  in  life  he 
went  to  Bennington  county,  Vt.,  and  was  the 
progenitor  of  the  family  in  that  State,  where 
he  lived  and  died.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
farmer  and  blacksmith,  and  he  won  the  name  ; 
of  being  an  industrious  and  honest  man. 

Timothy  Terrill,  the  grandfather  of  Moses 
Weld,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  August  7, 
1770,  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  Vermont. 
There  he  was  married,  November  22,  1792, 
at  Rupert,  to'  Martha  Leavitt,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows:  Triphena,  born  August 
4,  1796,  married  Hiram  Cady,  and  moved  to' 
Brown  county,  Wis.,  in  the  ’fifties,  settling  at 
D|e  Pere.  Moses,  the  father  of  Moses  Weld, 
was  born  May  9,  1799.  Aaron,  born  July  19, 
1801,  died  in  Vermont;  he  lived  in  Morris- 
town, where  he  was  engaged  in  agriculture. 
Asaph  L.,  born  September  2,  1803,  was  a 
farmer,  and  lived  in  Underhill,  Vt.  Rachel 
died  young.  Arad,  born  April  2,  1808,  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  adult  life  in  Jefferson 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died.  Silas  H.,  born 
December  11,  1810,  died  of  typhoid  fever  in 
Underhill,  Vt.,  in  1861.  John,  born  February 
2,  1814,  died  at  Morristown,  Vt.  Timothy 
Terrill  married  for  his  second  wife  Charlotte 
Fullington,  of  Fairfax,  Vt.,  and  their  children 
were  as  follows:  Joseph,  born  October  4, 

1815,  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  went 
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west  to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  where  he  died  early 
in  life.  Timothy,  Jr.,  born  December  19,  1819, 
lives  at  Morrisville,  Vt.  Malana,  born  Novem- 
ber 27,  1824,  married  a Mr.  Lee,  of  J ericho, 
Vt.  T'imlothy  Terrill  was  a farmer,  and  he 
lived  to  be  sixty-two  years  of  age.  He  was 
a Whig,  and  attended  the  Congregational 
Church. 

Moses  Terrill  was  born  in  Rupert,  Vt., 
and  during  his  youth  had  very  limited  educa- 
tional privileges.  His  parents  were  early  set- 
tlers in  a section  of  Vermont  that  was  then 
very  new,  and  until  the  children  were  well 
advanced  in  years  schools  were  few  and  scat- 
tered. Moses  attended  a term  or  two  when 
he  was  almost  grown,  in  fact,  he  received  most 
of  his  schooling  after  he  was  twenty-one.  In 
1825  he  married  Matilda  Weld,  who  was  born 
in  Cornish,  N.  H.,  April  14,  1801,  daughter 
of  Moses  and  Miriam  (Harding)  Weld.  Her 
parents  moved  to  Vermont  when  she  was  ten 
years  of  age,  and  there  she  was  reared  and 
educated.  Moses  Terrill  was  possessed  of 
some  resources,  and  he  bought  a piece  of  land 
near  the  homestead  of  his  parents,  and  cleared 
a handsome  farm,  where  he  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  He  died  in  1883,  outliving  his 
first  wife  by  many  years,  she  having  died  April 
13,  1830.  Moses  Weld  was  her  eldest  child, 
and  the  only  other  child  that  reached  maturity 
was  Newton  A.  He  was  a farmer  in  Morris- 
town, Vt.  After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Matilda 
Terrill,  Mbses  Terrill  married  Miss  Minerva 
Calkins,  who  was  born  in  Hyde  Park,  Vt., 
April  18,  1803,  and  died  in  October,  1901,  aged 
ninety-eight  years  and  six  months.  She  was  the 
mother  of  children  as  follows:  Lester  Id., 

born  January  7,  1833,  died  in  Middletown, 
September  1,  1898.  Benjamin  F.,  born  De- 
cember 13,  1834,  is  living  in  Middlefield,  Conn. 
Carlos  B.,  born  in  1837,  resides  in  Morristown, 
Vt.  Emily  M.,  born  May  9,  1839,  married 
Samuel  C.  Town,  of  Morristown,  and  is  living 
there. 

Moses  Terrill  located  in  a new  town  and 
section  of  the  State,  and  the  acquisition  of  a 
competence  and  a comfortable  support  for  his 
old  age  required  an  immense  amount  of  labor. 
He  was  ready  to  pay  the  price,  and  worked 
hard,  met  with  good  success,  and  in  his  old 
age  was  possessed  of  a comfortable  fortune. 
Politically  he  was  a Democrat  in  his  earlier 
life,  but  when  the  anti-slavery  question  be- 
came pronounced,  in  1843,  he  joined  the  Liber- 


ty party,  and  later  became  a Republican.  He 
served  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  a man 
of  more  than  local  influence  and  character, 
though  he  never  sought  office,  or  had  much 
to  do  with  the  management  of  party  machinery. 
Pie  was  a liberal  contributor  to  the  church, 
and  other  helpful  moral  and  religious  move- 
ments. His  record  is  that  of  a good  man  and 
a loyal  citizen. 

Moses  Weld  Terrill  grew  to  mo n hood  in 
his  native  town,  attended  the  academy  at 
Johnson,  Vt.,  one  term,  and  spent  two  terms  in 
a select  school.  With  this  his  school  days 
were  ended,  and  as  his  health  was  not  of  the 
best  his  parents  deemed  it  unwise  for  him 
to  remain  on  the  farm,  and  accordingly  secured 
him)  a place  as  clerk  with  Hon.  V.  W.  Water- 
man, at  Morristown.  There  Mr.  Terrill  re- 
mained two  years,  and  then  clerked  for  P.  S. 
Benjamin,  at  Wolcott,  Vt.,  for  one  year.  With 
W.  G.  Ferrin,  as  a partner,  he  bought  out 
the  establishment  of  Mr.  Benjamin,  and  con- 
tinued there  for  a year,  when  they  sold  out, 
Mr.  Terrill  returning  to'  Morristown,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  on  his 
own  account  for  twelve  years.  In  1861  he 
came  to  Middlefield  with  an  acquaintance,  Rev. 
E.  Dickerman,  who  had  invented  a clothes- 
Wringer,  and  induced  him  to  join  in  its  manu- 
facture. Ai  combination  with  David  Lyman, 
Elsq.,  was  made,  forming  the  Metropolitan 
Washing  Machine  Company,  of  which  Mr. 
Terrill  was  president,  and  after  Mr.  Lyman’s 
death  was  made  treasurer.  It  proved  a po- 
sition of  honor  and  profit,  and  he  held  same 
until  the  consolidation  with  the  American 
Wringer  Company  occurred  in  1891.  The 
Rogers  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Rock 
Fall,  Conn.,  was  organized  in  1892,  and  Mr. 
Terrill  became  its  president,  and  is  still  act- 
ing in  that  capacity. 

Moses  Weld  Terrill  and  Miss  Almira  O. 
Ferrin  were  married  at  Morristown,  Vt.,  July 
17,  1848.  She  was  born  June  24,  1826,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Hannah  (Jacobs)  Ferrin,  and 
she  died  March  6,  1896,  her  remains  now  rest- 
ing in  Middlefield  Center,  Conn.  Children  were 
born  to  this  union  as  follows:  John  M.,  born 
Tune  3,  1849,  at  Moristown,  Vt.,  was  at  one 
time  in  the  livery  business : he  married  and  has 
eight  children.  Willis  E.,  born  June  16.  1851, 
at  Morristown,  Vt.,  is  secretary,  treasurer  and 
manager  of  the  Rogers  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany at  Rock  Fall,  and  has  his  home  in  Mid- 


30 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


die  town.  Fred  W.,  born  Abril  30,  1853, 
Morristowln,  Vt.,  is  one  of  the  prominent  men 
of  Middlefield,  Conn.,  having  represented  that 
town  in  the  Legislature,  and  was  a member  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention,  held  at  Hart- 
ford, in  1902.  Lily  M.,  born  January  8,  1864, 
at  Middlefield,  Conn.,  is  the  wiife  of  Rev.  David 
G.  Downey,  pastor  of  St.  John’s  Methodist 
Ch,urch,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  May  L.,  born  June 
io,v  1868,  at  Middlefield,  is  Mrs.  Thomas  C. 
Cheney,  of  Morristown,  Vt. ; her  husband  is 
State’s  Attorney  there,  also  clerk  of  the  State 
Legislature.  ’ 

Mr.  Terrill  is  a Republican,  and  cast  his 
first  presidential  vote,  in  1848,  for  the  candi- 
dates of  the  Free  Soil  ticket.  He  was  repre- 
sentative from  Morristown  in  the  Vermont 
Legislature  in  1855  an<3  1 856 ; and  served  in 
the  Legislature  of  Connecticut  in  1866,  1867, 
and  1883.  In  local  affairs  he  has  filled  many 
responsible  positions,  such  as  first  selectman, 
assessor,  justice  of  the  peace,  member  of  the 
board  of  relief,  and  school  visitor.  From  1861 
to  1892,  he  lived  in  Middlefield,  where,  at 
Baileyville,  he  built  one  of  the  best  country 
residences  in  Middlesex  county.  In  1892  he 
removed  to  Middletown,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  To  a certain  extent  it  mjay  be  said 
that  he  has  retired  from  business.  He  has, 
however,  extensive  and  important  interests 
that  occupy  such  portion  of  his  time  as  he 
cares  to  give  to  business  affairs. 

While  in  Middlefield  Mr.  Terrill  wielded 
an  active  influence  for  the  upward  movement 
of  the  community.  He  has  always  been  a man 
of  undoubted  integrity,  and  his  word  has  never 
been  questioned.  He  was  one  of  the  foremost 
contributors  to,  and  most  active  workers  in, 
the  erection  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Mid- 
dlefield, of  which  he  is  a trustee.  Mr.  Ter- 
rill's business  sagacity  is  conceded  by  all,  and 
his  character  is  without  a stain.  He  has  been 
associated  with  several  important  business  en- 
terprises, and  for  one  of  his  years  is  a very 
well  preserved  man.  His  record  as  a business 
man  will  bear  investigation,  and  reflects  credit 
upon  him.  He  has  been  successful  and  accu- 
mulated a comfortable  competence,  not  by  self- 
denial,  for  he  and  his  family  have  had  the  com- 
forts of  life  becoming  people  of  their  station. 

On  his  mother’s  side  Mr.  Terrill  comes 
from  one  of  the  old  families  of  New  England, 
being,  a representative  in  the  eighth  generation 
in  this  country  of  the  Weld  family,  the  an- 


cestor of  which  was  (I)  Joseph  Weld,  Mr. 
Terrill’s  line  being  through  this  Joseph’s  son 
(II)  John,  (III)  Joseph,  (IV)  John,  (V)  i 
Moses,  (VI)  Mbses,  Jr.,  and  (VII)  Matilda,  i 
who  m'arried  Moses  Terrill.  This  history  of 
the  Weld  family  can  be  traced  back  to  1352, 
when  William!  Weld  was  high  sheriff  of  Lon- 
don. The  family  of  Weld  in  America  dates 
back  to  1632,  when  Joseph  IWeld  and  bis 
brother,  Rev.  Thomas,  settled  in  New  Eng- 
land, at  Roxbury,  Mass.  They  came  from 
Suffolk,  England.  Joseph  Weld  was  one  of 
the  prominent  m'en  in  the  Colony,  rendered 
valuable  service  to  Gov.  Winthrop  in  military 
and  state  affairs,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
donors  to  Harvard  College.  He  was  an  ac- 
quaintance and  friend  of  John  Eliot,  the  “apos- 
tle to  the  Indians.” Savage  says  : “He  was  the 
richest  man  in  the  Colony  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  As  a recompense  for  his  important  1 
service  he  received  valuable  estates  in  West 
Roxbury,  recently  known  as  the  Bussey  farm,  i 
w|hich  he  bequeathed  to  his  son,  John.  He  | 
stands  third  on  the  organized  roll  of  mem-  , 
hers  of  ‘the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  [ 
Company’  and  was  chosen  ensign  at  its  organ- 
ization at  Boston  on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  j 
1638.  He  was  captain  of  the  Roxbury  Com-  ' 
pany,  1636,  and  was  in  the  regiment  of  which  • 
John  Winthrop  was  colonel,  and  Thomas  Dud-  j 
ley  was  lieutenant-colonel.” 

HON.  SAMUEL  LARKIN  WARNER,  j 
late  of  Middletown,  was  born  June  14,  1828,  1 
in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  died  at  his  home  j 
in  Middletown,  February  6,  18913. 

Mir.  Warner’s  ancestors  on  both  sides  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Ipswich,  and  Charles-  ! 
towi'n,  Mass.,  and  he  was  a descendant  of  Will-  [ 
iamj  Warner,  who  settled  in  Ipswich  in  1637. 
His  mother,  Sarah  Larkin,  was  the  daughter  j 
of  Isaac  Larkin,  of  Wethersfield,  who  was  ’ 
descended  from  Edward  Larkin,  who'  settled 
in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  in  1638-. 

Samuel  L.  Warner  received  a good  educa- 
tion, attending  first  the  local  common  school  j 
and  academy,  and  subsequently  taking  a pre- 
paratory course  of  study  at  Wilbraham.  Hav- 
ing finished  his  studies,  he  engaged  in  school 
teaching,  for  four  years  following  that  pursuit 
with  gratifying  success.  Early  in  life  he  de-  j 
cided  to  enter  the  legal  profession,  and  about 
the  time  he  became  of  age  began  the  study  of 
law  under  Judge  William  M.  Matson,  of 
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Hartford.  He  attended  Yale  Law  School  for 
one  year,  and  afterward  completed  his  profes- 
sional studies  by  a two  years’  course  at  Harv- 
ard Law  School.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
of  Suffolk  county,  Mass.,  July  19,  1853,  after 
wjhich  he  went  to  Hartford,  where  he  was 
well  knowm,  wlith  the  intention  of  beginning- 
tire  practice  of  law  in  that  city.  Through  the 
influence  of  his  friend,  Qo<v.  Seymour,  he  was 
appointed  executive  secretary  to  Gov.  Pond. 
The  duties  and  responsibilities  of  this  position 
were  greatly  increased  while  Mr.  Warner  held 
it  by  the  serious  and  long-continued  illness 
of  the  Governor.  At  the  close  of  Gov.  Pond's 
administration  Mr.  Warner  went  to  live  in 
Portland,  Conn.,  where  he  opened  a law,  of- 
fice. Unusually  bright  and  alert  in  his  pro- 
fession, and  well  informed  on  all  public  ques- 
tions, he  soon  gained  a leading  position,  and  in 
1858  was  chosen  to  represent  Portland  in  the 
State  Legislature.  As  his  practice  increased, 
his  reputation  as  a painstaking  and  astute  law- 
yer grew1  proportionately  in  Middlesex  county, 
and  he  soon  found  it  necessary,  to  accommo- 
date his  constantly  growing  business,  to  estab- 
lish himself  in  the  city  of  Middletown. 

Mr.  Warner’s  prominence  in  his  profession 
brought  him  into-  general  notice,  and  in  1861 
he  was  elected  mjayor  of  Middletown,  and  was 
continued  in  that  office  until  1866.  During 
this  period  he  wias  the  leader  in  all  public 
movements  tending  to  the  prosperity  and  ad- 
vancement of  his  adopted  city.  It  was  mainly 
through  his  efforts  'that  the  splendid  systems 
of  public  waterworks  and  sewerage  were  es- 
tablished there.  In  politics  he  took  a deep  in- 
terest, and  at  the  commencement  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, though  in  previous  years  a Democrat,  he 
arrayed  himlself  on  the  side  of  the  Federal 
Union  and,  appreciating  his  patriotic  work,  the 
Republican  party  nominated  him  for  Congress 
in  1862,  against  the  late  Gov.  English,  a strong 
and  popular  man.  As  the  district  was  Demo- 
cratic, Ml*.  Warner  was  defeated.  In  1864  he 
was  again  the  Republican  candidate.  He  was 
at  that  time  in  the  zenith  of  his  popularity  in 
the  district,  and  wias  loyally  supported  by  many 
Democrats  who  cordially  indorsed  his  views 
on  National  issues.  The  result  was  his  elec- 
tion by  a majority  of  1,700  votes.  His  term 
in  Congress  was  marked  by  close  attention 
to  his  duties,  and  by  enthusiastic  and  efficient 
support  of  the  Republican  administration  dur- 
ing the  reconstructive  period.  At  the  con- 


clusion of  his  term  he  was  nominated  for  the 
third  time,  but,  declining  the  honor,  turned 
his  attention  once  more  to  his  professional 
work. 

In  1864  Mr.  Warner  was  a member,  and 
one  of  the  secretaries,  of  the  convention  that 
nominated  AJbraham  Lincoln  for  the  second 
term.  He  had  the  honor  of  a personal  ac- 
quaintance of  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  warmly  sup- 
ported him  in  the  convention  and  in  the  subse- 
quent campaign.  In  1888  Mr.  Warner  was  a 
delegate-at-large  from  this  State  to  the  Repub- 
lican National  Convention  held  in  Chicago, 
Which  nominated  Benjamin  Harrison. 

Mr.  Warner’s  services  after  leaving  Con- 
gress were  principally  in  the  line  of  his  pro- 
fession, in  which  he  attained  distinction,  be- 
coming one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Bar  in  this 
State.  A|s  a lawyer  he  was  studious,  indus- 
trious and  thorough  in  his  investigation  of 
legal  principles  and  precedents.  He  was  es- 
pecially successful  before  the  jury,  and  his 
great  success  caused  him  to  be  retained  in  al- 
most all  such  cases  of  importance  in  Middle- 
sex county  during  his  life.  He  was  a talented, 
brilliant  and  eloquent  advocate.  Hie  made  his 
clients’  cases  his  own,  and  entered  into  them 
with  an  intense  earnestness  and  enthusiasm, 
and,  as  was  said  of  him,  ‘‘he  gave  to  his  client 
the  best  of  his  brain,  the  best  of  his  experience, 
the  best  of  his  vital  energy,  and  of  his  waning 
health,  even  untoi  the  door  of  death."  His 
ability  in  the  cross-examination  of  witnesses 
Was  remarkable,  and  if  falsehood  or  prevarica- 
tion were  attempted,  he  seemed  to  sense  it  by 
intuition;  his  examinations  were  merciless  in 
their  severity,  and  were  pursued  until  lie  had 
detected  and  exposed  the  offender. 

As  a counselor  Mr.  Warner’s  advice  was 
given  only  after  much  thought  and  delibera- 
tion. A product  of  New  England  soil,  his 
ancestry  made  him  a fearless  lover  of  the 
truth,  and,  with  a frank,  sympathetic  and  chiv- 
alrous nature,  his  heart  went  to  the  wronged 
and  oppressed.  Idle  never  refused  his  services 
to  a client  because  he  lacked  means. 

Mr.  Warner  possessed  a fund  of  humor 
and  good  fellowship  that  always  made  his 
presence  welcome;  he  was  generous  to  a fault, 
and  would  make  any  sacrifice  to  serve  a friend. 
Among  the  main*  important  cases  in  which  he 
was  engaged  during  the  last  thirty  years  of 
his  life  was  the  noted  case  of  Andrews  et  al. 
vs.  Carman,  better  known  as  the  American 
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Driven  Well  case,  and  the  suits  growing  out 
of  the  building  of  the  Air  Line  railroad, 
brought  tO'  compel  the  town  of  Chatham  and 
other  towns  along  the  route  to  guarantee  the 
bonds  of  the  company. 

ISAAC  ROBERTS,  in  his  lifetime  a well- 
known  merchant,  and  later  a farmer,  of  Mid- 
dlesex county,  was  one  of  the  courtly  gentle- 
men of  the  old  school — a man  oh  strictest  in- 
tegrity, whose  word  could  ever  be  relied  upon. 
He  was  born  July  4,  1802,  in  the  East  Long 
Hill  District  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  Co., 
Conn.,  a son  of  Fenner  and  Mehitable 
(Barnes)  Roberts,  of  whom  full  mention  is 
made  in  the  biographical  sketch  of  Edwin  J. 
Roberts,  together  with  the  ancestral  data  of 
the  Roberts  family. 

Isaac  Roberts  attended  the  district  schools 
until  sixteen  years  old,  after  which  he  was  for 
a time  employed  by  the  Hinsdales,  of  Middle- 
town.  When  about  twenty  years  of  age  he 
started  South  as  a peddler  of  Yankee  no- 
tions, and  succeeded  so-  well  that  in  a short 
time  he  was  enabled  to  open  a large  general 
store  in  Lisbon,  Sampson  Co.,  N.  C.,  where  he 
was  associated  with  Hiram  Birdsey,  of  Middle- 
field,  Conn.  In  a few  years  they  removed 
to  Clinton,  same  county,  and  a short  time 
afterward  the  firm  of  Roberts  & Birdsey 
was  dissolved,  Mr.  Roberts  entering  into1  a 
partnership  with  Alfred  Johnson  and  a Mr. 
Chestnut,  to  carry  on  business  at  Clin- 
ton. They  had  a very  large  department 
store,  each  department  carrying  a special 
line  of  goods,  and  it  is  said  their  stock 
contained  everything  anyone  could  want,  from 
a plow  to  a needle.  Mr.  Roberts  served  as 
postmaster  at  Clinton.  About  1845,  ^ie  busi- 
ness having  been  disposed  of,  Mr.  Roberts  re- 
turned to  Middletown  with  a handsome  capital 
for  those  days.  H'e  purchased  the  farm  on 
East  Long  Hill,  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
his  nephew,  Edwin  J.  Roberts,  alluded  to  above, 
and  for  a few  years  Isaac  Roberts  cultivated 
that  farm,  then  moving  to1  the  city  of  Middle- 
town,  where  his  wife  died  in  1858.  . Shortly 
afterward  he  returned  to  his  farm,  where  he 
remained  a few  years  only,  removing  to  Mid- 
dle Haddam  with  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Ernie- 
line  Roberts.  Later  he  returned  to  Middle- 
town.  He  died  from  a stroke  of  paralysis, 
March  3,  1888,  and  his  remains  were  interred 
in  Farm  Hill  cemetery. 


On  September  23,  1839,  Isaac  Roberts  | 
married  Ann  Atkins,  who  was  born  in  West 
Long  Hill,  town  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  j 
Co.,  Conn.,  about  1821,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  f 
Mary  (Miller)  Atkins.  Mrs.  Ann  (Atkins) 
Roberts  passed  away  February  23,  1858,  the 
mother  of  six  children,  viz. : Randolph  M.,  i 
born  August  16,  1840,  was  killed  in  Septem- 
ber, 1845,  by  a kick  from  a horse;  Mary  D.  1 
was  born  June  1,  1842  ; Kate  M.,  born  Septem- 
ber  12,  1849,  was  married  to  Albert  T.  Robin- 
son, of  Greensboro,  N.  C.,  and  died  in  that 
city  in  December,  1896;  Elmira,  born  August 
17,  1851,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Whitney,  liv- 
ing at  Edgewood,  near  Providence,  R.  I.;  Ida  | 
At,  born  March  30,  1853,  resides  with  her  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Whitney,  at  Edgewood ; and  Fred  M., 
born  February  14,  1855,  married  Emma  Wood 
and  is  a merchant  in  Winston,  N.  C. 

Isaac  Roberts  was  a Democrat  tried  and 
true,  and  very  popular  with  his  party.  He  1 
was  elected  to*  fill  several  public  offices,  among  • 
them  those  of  alderman  and  selectman,  hold- 
ing the  latter  position  several  terms.  He  was 
practically  “the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,”  f 
having  through  his  own  energy  and  superior  f 
business  tact  acquired  a competency  that  placed 
him  among  the  solid  men  of  Middletown  and  f 
enabled  him.  to  place  his  family  in  most  com-  \ 
fortable  circumstances.  Principle  and  firmness 
were  prominent  characteristics  of  his  every 
transaction,  and  he  left  an  untarnished  name.  lj 

Mary  D.  Roberts,  the  second  child  born  to 
Isaac  and  Ann  (Atkins)-  Roberts,  was  mar- 
ried July  4,  1863,  to  Horace  A.  Wilcox,  who 
wias  born  December  17,  1832,  in  Wethersfield, 
Conn.,  a son  of  Alfred  and  Miranda  (Kelsey) 
Wilcox,  the  former  of  whom  was  a manufac- 
turer of  edge  tools  at  Dividend,  Rocky  Hill,,  f 
Hartford  county.  By  calling  Horace  ‘Wilcox  ; 
was  a mechanic,  and  for  some  years  was  enr-  i 
ployed  by  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Cbm-  } 
pany,  in  Njew  York  City,  but  his  health  fail- 
ing he  came  to  Middletown,  and  for  ai  time 
managed  the  farm  of  his  father-in-law,  Isaac 
Roberts.  He  did  not  recuperate,  however,  but 
on  the  contrary  continued  to-  sink,  and 
he  passed  away  May  31,  1890,  while  vis- 
iting a sister  in  Auburn,  Ind.  The  mar- 
riage of  Horace  A.  and  Mary  D.  (Rob- 
erts) Wilcox  was  blessed  with  five  chil- 
dren, namely  : ( 1 ) Edgar  J.,  born  January 

22,  1866,  was  graduated  from  the  Eastman 
Business  College,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  with 
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the  class  of  1889,  and  is  now  principal  and 
owner  of  the  Middletown  Business  College. 
On  October  29,  1889,  he  married  Mrs.  Rachel 
(Rose)  Sedgwick,  who  was  born  January  25, 
1854,  daughter  of  George  Rose,  of  Greene 
county,  N'.  Y.,  and  who  was  the  widow  of 
Walter  Sedgwick,  to  whom  she  bore  two  chil- 
dren— Arthur  W.  (born  November  12,  1877) 
and  Catherine  A.  (who  died  in  infancy).  To 
her  marriage  with  Mr.  Wilcox  have  been  born 
four  children — Hazel  A.,  August  17,  1890; 
Isaac  R.  D!.,  April  11,  1893  (died  May  29, 
1896)  ; Raymond  H.,  February  24,  1895;  and 
Guy  F.,  May  13,  1897.  (2)  Myra,  born  Sep- 

tember 17,  1869,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Brain- 
ard,  and  has  two  children,  Marion  and  Mar- 
jorie. (3)  Alfred,  born  September  2,  1871,  is 
a joiner,  and  lives  on  Farm  Hill.  He  married, 
May  4,  1895,  Minnie  Tower,  wh!o  has  borne 
him  two  children,  Inez  A.  and  Irene  Dl.  (4) 
Ida  Ml,  born  October  5,  1873,  is  still  living  be- 
neath the  maternal  roof.  (5)  George  H.,  born 
November  14,  1880,  is  still  at  home.  1 

Mrs.  Mary  D.  (Rbberts)  Wilcox  is  one  of 
the  most  respected  ladies  of  the  East  Long 
Hill  District.  She  resides  in  a very  handsome 
dwelling,  w,hich  she  erected  in  1892,  and  where 
she  dispenses  a liberal  hospitality,  heartily  en- 
joying the  frequent  visits  of  her  many  warm 
friends.  ! 

JACKSON.  There  are  residing  at  Mid- 
dletown a number  of  the  family  bearing  this 
name,  among  them  Robert  N.,  president  of  the 
Middlesex  Banking  Company,  and  Charles  E., 
second  vice-president  of  the  same  institution, 
and  of  the  firm  of  C.  E.  Jackson  & Co.,  brokers 
and  dealers  in  investment  securities.  They 
come  of  distinguished  New  England  ances- 
try. The  widows  of  the  Hon.  Ebenezer  Jack- 
son  and  Commodore  Charles  Hunter  Jackson, 

| and  several  of  the  daughters  of  the  latter,  of 
! the  same  ancestry,  also  make  their  homes  in 
the  city.  These  two  men  of  note  are  descend- 
ed from 

(I)  Edward  Jackson,  the  first  American 
ancestor  of  the  family,  who  was  a son  of  Chris- 
topher Jackson,  and  was  baptized  in  1604-5  ’n 
St.  Dunstan’s  Church,  Stepney,  London,  Eng- 
land. In  the  summer  of  1643  he  emigrated 
to  America  and  settled  in  Cambridge,  Mass. 
He  bought  and"  sold  land  largely,  owning  at 
his  death  nearly  1,600  acres.  He  took  the 
freeman’s  oath  in  May,  1645,  an<l  immedi- 
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ately  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Cam- 
bridge. He  was  deputy  to>  the  General  Court 
of  Massachusetts  for  eighteen  sessions,  between 
1648  and  1676.  In  1648  he  was  one,  among 
others,  including  the  Governor,  of  a commit- 
tee to  revise  the  Articles  of  Confederation  of 
the  United  Colonies.  His  first  wife  was  named 
Frances,  and  in  1648-49,  he  was  married- 
(second)  to  Elizabeth  Oliver,  daughter  of 
John  Newgate,  of  London,  England,  and  Bos- 
ton, Mass.  He  died  in  1681,  his  second  wife 
in  1709. 

(II)  Seabeas  Jackson,  son  of  Edward 
and  Frances  Jackson,  according  to  tradition,, 
was  born  when  his  parents  were  on  their  voy- 
age to  America,  in  1643.  hi  1671  he  married 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
Baker,  of  Roxbury.  He  died  in  1690. 

(III)  Edward  Jackson  (2),  son  of  Sea- 
beas, was  born  in  1672,  in  that  part  of  Cam- 
bridge which  afterward  became  Newtown.  He 
died  in  1748. 

(IV)  Michael  Jackson,  son  of  Edward 
(2)  and  Mary  Jackson,  born  in  1709-10,  in 
Newton,  married,  in  1733,  Phebe  Patten.  He 
was  a tanner  by  trade.  The  inventory  of  his 
estate  is  dated  October  27,  1757. 

(V)  Michael  Jackson  (2),  son  of  Michael,, 
born  December  18,  1734,  married,  in  1759, 
Ruth,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Sarah  (Sea- 
vers)  Parker,  of  Newtown.  She  was  born  May 
24,  1731.  Michael  Jackson  was  a lieutenant  in 
Capt.  Richard  Gidley's  Company,  which  went 
in  the  expedition  to  Crown  Point,  serving  from 
February  18  to  December  5,  1756.  He  was- 
also  lieutenant  in  a company  commanded  by 
Capt.  Johnson  Moulton,  and  served  from  De- 
cember 13,  1761,  to  May  27,  1762.  Subse- 
quently he  was  promoted  to  captain,  and  on 
receiving  the  news  of  the  intended  expedition 
of  the  British  troops  to  Lexington  and  Con- 
cord, he  marched  at  the  head  of  a company  to 
the  scene  of  conflict,  and  did  good  service.  On 
June  2,  1775,  lie  was  commissioned  major  in 
the  regiment  commanded  by  Col.  Thomas 
Gardner,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
The  regiment  was  the  Twenty-Fifth  of  the 
Continental  Army,  and  was  part  of  the  forces 
at  Cambridge  in  November,  1775.  at  which 
time  William  Bond  was  its  Colonel  and  Mich- 
ael Jackson  lieutenant-colonel.  The  regiment 
was  next  ordered  to  the  defense  of  New  York 
City.  Col.  Jackson  was  seriously  wounded  in 
the  battle  at  Montressors  Island,  in  the  East 
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river,  in  1776.  On  January  1,  1777,  Lieut. 
Col.  Jackson  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the 
Eighth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  which  he 
commanded  until  June  12,  1783,  when  he  was 
transferred  to  the  command  of  the  Thirty-Sec- 
ond Massachusetts.  By  a resolution  of  Con- 
gress, September  30,  1783,  Col.  Jackson  was 
commissioned  brevet  brigadier-general,  and 
served  until  November  3,  1783.  The  five 
sons  of  Gen.  Jackson  (being  his  only  chil- 
dren), the  youngest  less  than  eleven  years  of 
age,  enlisted  in  their  father’s  regiment  and 
served  through  the  war  with  honor  to  them- 
selves and  their  country.  Gen.  Jackson  and 
his  five  sons  were  original  members  of  the 
“Society  of  the  Cincinnati.”  After  the  war 
Gen.  Jackson  returned  to  his  home  at  New- 
town, where  he  died  April  10,  1801.  His 
widow  died  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  January 
14,  1810. 

(VI)  Ebenezer  Jackson,  son  of  Gen. 

Michael,  born  December  18,  1763,  in  New- 
town, Mass.,  married,  July  25,  1792,  Char- 
lotte (Fenwick)  Pierce.  She  was  born  July 
21,  1766,  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Mary  (Drayton)  Fenwick,  and 
was  the  widow  of  Major  William  Leigh 
Pierce,  of  Georgia.  She  died  April  4,  1819, 
at  Savannah,  Ga.  Ebenezer  Jackson  died  Oc- 
tober 31,  1837,  at  Middletown,  Conn.  Their 
children  were:  Edward  F.,  Mary  Cv  Eben- 

ezer, Jr.,  Harriet  M.,  Michael,  Charles  H., 
Harriet  F.,  Amasa,  Mary  S.  and  George  W. 

Ebenezer  Jackson  performed  honorable  ser- 
vice in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  attending 
his  father  much  of  the  time.  In  1770,  at  the 
age  of  sixteen,  he  was  made  quartermaster 
sergeant,  and  for  six  months  did  the  duty  of 
quartermaster  and  quartermaster  sergeant. 
Soon  after  this  he  was  appointed  a lieutenant 
in  the  Massachusetts  Regiment  of  Artillery,  in 
which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In 
1787  he  became  a resident  of  Savannah,  Ga., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  business.  In  1801 
lie  purchased  property  just  outside  of  the  city 
of  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  resided  at  Middle- 
town,  excepting  when  at  Savannah  on  business. 

(VII)  Charles  Hunter  Jackson,  son  of 
Ebenezer,  born  April  30,  1801,  at  Savannah, 
Ga.,  married  (first)  September  1,  1832,  Cath- 
erine T.,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Martha  C. 
(Dowdally)  Shedden.  She  was  born  July  12, 
1809,  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  died  at  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  July  7,  1833.  He  married  (sec- 


ond), February  14,  1839,  Martha  L.  Willard, 
born  September  17,  1812,  at  Washington,  N. 

H.  At  an  early  age  Mr.  Jackson  entered  the 
United  States  Navy.  He  was  appointed  mid- 
shipman in  1818;  was  commissioned  lieuten- 
ant in  1828,  with  rank  from  1827;  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  commander  in  1 848 ; and 
in  1855  was  placed  on  the  retired  list.  In 
1867  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commo- 
dore. He  made  several  voyages  to  the  Medi- 
terranean, stopping  at  Matanzas,  Havana, 
Trinidad,  Panama,  Valparaiso,  Callao*,  Lisbon, 
Gibraltar  Bay,  Algiers  Bay,  Port  Mahon, 
Toulon,  Genoa,  Leghorn,  Naples,  and  Malta. 
From  about  1819  Middletown,  Conn.,  became 
his  residence  when  off  duty,  and  there  he  died 
August  3,  1878.  His  child  by  the  first  mar- 
riage was  Charles  A. ; the  children  by  the  sec-  f 
oncl  were  Catherine  T.,  Mary  A.  (wife  of  Rev. 
Francis  Goodwin,  of  Hartford,)  Martha  L.  f 
and  Alice  F. 

(VII)  Hon.  Ebenezer  Jackson,  Jr.,  son 
of  the  soldier,  and  the  father  of  Robert  N. 
Jackson,  president  of  the  Middlesex  Banking 
Company,  of  Middletown,  was  born  January 
31,  1796,  at  Savannah,  Ga.  He  was  gradu- 
ated from  St.  Mary’s  College,  Baltimore,  Md.,  | 
and  was  a law  student  at  Litchfield,  Conn.  I 
He  practiced  law  about  four  years  in  Philadel-  j 
phia.  In  1827  he  removed  to*  Middletown,  j 
Conn.,  just  prior  to  and  in  the  early  years  of  1 
the  old  Whig  party.  Mr.  Jackson  was  quite  : 
influential  in  the  politics  of  Connecticut,  being  j 
the  associate  of  the  late  Chief  Judge  Storrs,  j 
Gov.  Foote,  and  other  eminent  citizens  of  the  1 
State  at  that  period.  In  1834  Mr.  Jackson 
was  the  National  Republican  candidate  for 
senator  from  the  Middletown  district,  which 
was  then  strongly  Democratic,  but  he  came  1 
within  eighteen  votes  of  being  elected  over  a 
very  popular  gentleman,  the  late  Hon.  John  ; 
Stewart,  of  Chatham.  Hon.  Samuel  A. 
Foote,  who*  then  represented  what  was  known  j 
as  the  Second  District  in  the  Federal  Con- 
gress, was  at  that  time  elected  governor,  and 
he  resigned  his  place  at  Washington  to  be- 
come the  executive  of  the  Commonwealth.  An 
election  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  Congress  was 
ordered,  and  Mr.  Jackson  was  the  Whig  candi- 
date, Hon.  Samuel  Ingham,  later  of  Essex,  ; 
being  the  Democratic  candidate.  Congress-  : 
men  were  then  elected  on  a general  ticket,  the  : 
whole  State  voting  for  them.  Mr.  Jackson 
was  elected  very  unexpectedly  to  the  Demo- 
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crats.  He  took  his  seat  in  Congress  the  fol- 
lowing December,  and  served  with  credit  to 
himself  and  the  State  until  the  close  of  the 
session.  The  next  spring  he  was  the  Whig 
candidate  for  the  seat,  but  there  was  a sort  of 
Democratic  revival  in  Connecticut  that  year, 
and  Mr.  Ingham  was  elected.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  eminent  qualifications  for  filling  high 
positions  in  State  and  Nation,  his  great  popu- 
larity, Mr.  Jackson’s  sensitiveness  inclined  him 
to  withdraw  from  irritating  party  contests,  and 
although  manifesting  at  all  times  profound  in- 
terest in  political  questions  of  National  impor- 
tance, he  seemed  to  have  no  ambition  to  hold 
office.  He  represented  his  town  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  1829-1830,  1831-32,  and  again 
in  1846,  and  could  have  aspired,  with  reason- 
able hope  of  success,  to  any  office  within  the 
gift  of  the  people  of  the  State.  He  was  a gen- 
tleman of  high  culture  and  scholastic  tastes ; 
polished  and  courteous  in  his  manners;  of  the 
most  sensitive  honor;  and  a true  Christian. 
Of  attractive  manly  presence,  a graceful  or- 
ator, with  a rich  tone  of  voice,  he  was  sure  to 
command  the  attention  and  respect  of  any  cir- 
cle which  he  should  enter. 

But  as  a citizen  of  Middletown,  interested 
in  all  that  tended  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
her  people,  Mr.  Jackson  has  been  best  remem- 
bered by  his  fellow  townsmen.  No  public  im- 
provement or  enterprise  had  to'  solicit  his  aid, 
for  it  was  always  given  voluntarily,  with 
hearty  earnestness.  He  was  associated  with 
the  late  Dr.  Casey  and  others  in  setting  apart 
Indian  Hill  as  a public  cemetery ; but  we  need 
not  here  dwell  upon  his  efforts  in  that  associa- 
tion, for  that  beautiful  city  of  the  dead  will 
speak  of  his  wise  influence  and  cultivated  taste 
for  generations  to  come.  Sombre  as  such  a 
memorial  may  seem  to'  the  untutored  mind, 
there  is  nothing  that  more  distinguishes  the 
highest  type  of  civilization  than  the  choice  dis- 
played in  selecting  and  the  tasteful  care  given 
to  resting  places  of  departed  friends. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  a devout  and  faithful 
member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 
For  years  he  was  a member  of  the  vestry  of 
the  Middletown  parish,  and  he  was  frequently 
a delegate  to  the  diocesan  convention,  and  also 
a delegate  from  the  diocese  to  the  general  con- 
vention. He  was  one  of  the  few  surviving 
members  of  the  vestry  who  held  that  position 
when  the  old  church  in  Broad  street  was  con- 
secrated. His  interest  in  the  Church  was 


heartfelt  and  unceasing,  and  in  his  death  the 
parish  lost  a true  friend  and  helper;  and  the 
community  and  State  a citizen  whose  many 
virtues  will  long  preserve  his  memory,  and 
whose  character  any  youth  may  well  strive  to 
emulate. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  twice  married,  and  his 
first  wife,  Eliza  Ann,  was  born  at  Antrim,  Ire- 
land, July  28,  1801,  and  died  in  Middletown, 
Conn.,  May  28,  1838.  Mr.  Jackson  married, 
for  his  second  wife,  Hannah  S.,  daughter  of 
Elizur  Hubbard. 

Charles  E.  Jackson,  son  of  Hon.  Ebenezer, 
born  January  25,  1849,  in  Middletown,  mar- 
ried in  1873  Miss  Evelyn  Quintard,  daughter 
of  E.  A.  Quintard,  of  New  York  City.  Mr. 
Jackson  was  educated  in  St.  Paul’s  School, 
Concord,  N.  PI.,  where  he  was  thoroughly 
prepared  for  the  activities  and  duties  of  life. 
After  his  school  days  were  over  he  became 
engaged  as  a clerk  in  a mercantile  establish- 
ment, and  later  in  a banking  office  in  New 
York  City.  For  years,  associated  with  his 
brother,  Robert  N.,  he  has  been  identified  with 
the  banking  business  at  Middletown.  He  is 
the  first  vice-president  of  the  Jackson  Com- 
pany, and  second  vice-president  of  the  Middle- 
town  Banking  Company,  both  financial  institu- 
tions of  Middletown.  Mr.  Jackson  has  other 
business  connections  in  the  city  and  his  reputa- 
tion in  business  circles  is  that  of  an  able  and 
honorable  financier,  whose  business  methods 
and  management  entitle  him  to  the  utmost 
confidence  of  the  community.  As  a citizen  Mr. 
Jackson  stands  deservedly  high.  He  was  for 
years  treasurer  of  the  Berkeley  Divinity 
School,  and  of  the  Russell  Library  Company. 
He  is  a member  and  senior  warden  of  Holy 
Trinity  Parish,  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  of  Middletown.  Of  the  eight  children 
horn  to1  Mr.  Jackson  and  his  wife,  seven  sur- 
vive. 

12C 1252 

PION.  THOMAS  RICHARD  PICKER- 
ING, whose  death  occurred  February  21,  1895, 
was  a citizen  of  prominence  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut  and  of  National  reputation,  a man 
whose  force  of  character  and  true  worth 
brought  him  to  the  front.  His  birth  took 
place  in  Manchester,  England,  the  family  be- 
ing of  Norman  ancestry.  His  father,  Thomas 
Pickering,  a mechanical  engineer  of  Manches- 
ter, came  to  the  United  States  late  in  the  thir- 
ties, his  familv,  consisting  of  his  wife  and  two 
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children,  Thomlas  Rl  and  Mary,  following  him 
to  this  country.  Mary  is  now  the  widow  of 
William1  Marshall,  and  resides  at  Meriden, 
Conn.  The  mother  died  soon  after  arrival  in 
the  new  home,  and  later  Mr.  Pickering  re- 
married, William  H.  Pickering  of  Hartford, 
being  a son  of  that  union. 

For  some  time  Thomas  Pickering  followed 
mechanical  engineering,  but  he  finally  went 
into  the  tea  and  coffee  business  in  New  York. 
His  son  and  namesake  was  sent  to  the  best 
schools  his  father  could  afford,  and  as  a youth 
worked  for  his  father  in  the  store,  but  this  did 
not  agree  with  him,  as  his  natural  bent  was 
toward  mechanics.  When  about  sixteen  years 
old  he  obtained  employment  in  the  Delameter 
Iron  Works,  of  New  York,  and  rapidly  com- 
ing to  the  front  in  this  line,  became  thoroughly 
interested,  and  was  soon  inventing  various 
improvements,  many  of  which  were  immedi- 
ately seen  to  be  of  great  practical  value.  Since 
those  days  his  greatest  invention,  now  known 
as  the  Pickering  governor,  has  become  known 
and  is  in  use  all  over  the  world.  The  first 
mpdel  w:as  formed  by  the  youth  at  his  bench, 
with  the  crudest  of  tools,  and  can  be  seen  in 
the  Patent  Office  in  Washington,  with  the 
spring  that,  for  want  of  a better,  the  young 
inventor  took  from  a 'pair  of  hoops  like  those 
worn  by  the  women  of  that  time.  This  in- 
vention proved  a success,  a company  for  its 
manufacture  w^as  formed  in  Portland,  the  in- 
ventor being  made  president  thereof,  and  thus 
he  became  known  over  the  country ; the  Pick- 
ering governor  is  now  in  use  on  almost  every 
steaml  engine  manufactured. 

In  1876  Mir.  Pickering  was  selected  by  the 
government  as  a commissioner  to  the  Centen- 
nial Exposition,  and  later  was  sent  to  the  Paris 
Exposition,  representing  the  company  and  his 
country  with  the  greatest  credit.  Without  re- 
gard to  politics  he  was  again  selected,  when 
a commissioner  was  required  to  be  sent  to 
Australia,  and  to-  Vienna,  Mir.  Pickering  being- 
considered  the  best  qualified  for  the  position. 
Dluring  the  progress  of  the  Centennial  Exposi- 
tion Mr.  Pickering  issued  a pamphlet  on  Con- 
necticut exhibits  that  attracted  widespread  at- 
tention and  increased  his  fame.  When  the 
great  Cotton  Centennial  was  held  at  Newr  Or- 
leans he  w'-as  appointed  assistant  commission- 
er. He  was  decorated  by  the  Emperor  of 
Austria  with  the  Order  of  Franz  Joseph,  and 
by  the  President  of  France  with  the  cross  of 


the  Legion  of  Honor.  Mr.  Pickering  never 
sought  political  honors,  but  was  elected  to  the 
Senate  in  the  fall  preceding  his  death.  It  was. 
only  to  please  his  friends  that  he  had  per- 
mitted the  use  of  his  name,  but  while  a mem- 
ber of  that  august  body  he  did  his  full  duty. 

Thomas  R.  Pickering  first  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Bird,  a native  of  Hunterdon,  N.  J., 
who  died  in  1865.,  the  mother  of  two  children: 
Adelaide,  the  first  of  these,  died  in  1890;  she 
married  Dr.  George  Lunney,  of  Washington, 
D.  C.,  wlho  died  when  his  child  was  but  three 
weeks  old,  and  he  was  adopted  by  the  present 
Mrs.  Pickering,  who  had  his  name  changed  to 
T.  Lunney  Pickering;  Joseph  B.,  the  second, 
died  of  typhoid  fever,  which  he  contracted  at 
the  Centennial  Exposition,  in  1876,  when 
eighteen  years  old.  The  second  marriage  of 
Mr.  Pickering  was  to  Miss  Myra  Davis,  a na- 
tive of  Njew  Jersey,  who  had  been  reared  in 
Virginia,  and  now  lives  in  Portland,  in  the  ele- 
gant home  where  she  and  her  late  husband  had 
delighted  to  dispense  a generous  hospitality, 
for  the  Senator  had  hosts  of  friends  all  over 
the  country  and  also-  in  foreign  lands.  Dur- 
ing the  summer  season  he  enjoyed  cruising  in 
his  naphtha  launch  “Myra.” 

Socially  Senator  Pickering  was  a member 
of  the  Lotus  Club,  of  New'  York.  In  business 
relations  he  was  vice-president  of  the  Mechan- 
ical Engineers,  and  vice-president  and  direc- 
tor of  the  Portland  National  Bank.  He  wTas 
a vestryman  in  Trinity  Church,  Portland,  of 
which  he  had  long  been  a member.  Quiet  and 
unostentatious  in  his  manner  of  living,  he  w7as 
mo-st  liberal  and  gave  abundantly  to-  every  char- 
itable enterprise.  Portland  lost,  in  the  death 
of  Senator  Thomas  R.  Pickering,  one  of  its 
most  useful  and  distinguished  citizens. 

SETH  H.  BUTLER.  The  Butler  family, 
c-f  which  this  gentleman  is  a worthy  member, 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New  England,  the  first 
of  the  line  being  Deacon  Richard  Butler,  who 
in  1632  came  to  Boston,  Mass.,  from  Brain- 
tree, County  of  Essex,  England.  He  settled 
in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  had  lands-  assigned 
to  him,  on  which  he  erected  a house;  he  wias 
made  a freeman  in  1634.  He  was  a member  of 
a church  under  Rev.  Mr.  Hooker,  and  wras 
m)ade  a deacon  of  the  first  church  in  Hartford, 
whither  he  and  an  elder  brother  had  removed 
in  1635,  in  the  company  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hooker 
and  Elder  Stone.  He  served  as  grand  juror, 
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for  several  years,  was  one  of  the  selectmen  of 
the  town,  and  was  repeatedly  chosen  as  repre- 
sentative to  the  General  Assembly.  Deacon 
Richard  Butler  was  twice  married.  He  died 
August-  6,  1684,  in  Hartford.  He  was  the  an- 
cestor of  the  Wethersfield  family  of  Butlers, 
our  subject,  Seth  H.  Butler,  being  a member 
of  sarnie. 

Stephen  Butler,  father  of  Seth  H.,  was 
born  February  9,  1802,  in  the  Maromas  Dis- 
trict, town  of  Middletown,  son  of  William  But- 
ler, and  was  reared  in  his  native  town,  his  en- 
tire education  being  secured  in  the  district 
schools  there.  His  work  throughout  life  was 
for  the  most  part  in  shipbuilding  yards,  his 
specialty  being  that  of  a caulker,  in  which  line 
he  took  contracts,  and  in  this  business  he  bore 
an  excellent  rqmtation  along  the  Connecticut 
Valley.  After  his  marriage  he  resided  at  Mid- 
dle Haddam,  and  there  passed  the  rest  of  his 
days,  dying  April  7,  1852;  his  widow  survived 
until  June  13,  1 868,  her  demise  taking  place  in 
Middletown,  Conn.,  where  she  had  made  her 
home  for  some  time  previous.  In  his 
political  preferences  Stephen  Butler  was  a 
Democrat,  and  he  was  a regular  voter,  but 
aside  from  that  he  took  little  or  no  interest 
in  politics.  Taken  all  in  all,  he  was  a man  of 
good  reputation,  industrious,  and  respected. 

By  his  wife  Nancy  (Higgins),  who-  was 
born  December  28,  1804,  Stephen  Butler  had 
children  as  follow's:  Alonzo,  born  April  19, 

1821,  died  February  7,  1890,  in  East  Hamp- 
ton, Conn..;  he  was  a farmer  and  mechanic. 
Otis  C.,  born  May  20,  1823,  on  June  2,  18-44, 
married  Sarah  Allen;  he  died  January  6,  1872, 
in  Portland.  Mlary  E.,  born  February  24, 
1825,  married  November  12,  1845,  J-  P'ayson 
Van  Epps.;  she  died  June  10,  1849,  ’n  Ben- 
nington, Vt.  Cyrus,  born  March  6,  1827, 
married  Eliza  Jane  St.  Junior  in  1848;  he  lives 
in  Meriden,  and  for  years  was  a carpenter. 
Seth  H.,  born  March  5,  1829,  is  our  subject. 
Stephen  H.,  lx>rn  December  13,  1831,  married 
August  7,  1853,  Clarissa  A.  Emmons;  he  re- 
sides in  Middle  Haddam,  Conn. ; for  years  lie 
was  an  invalid  from!  injuries  received  in  a 
cotton  mill  when  comparatively  a young  man. 
Harriet  !>.,  bom  September  8,  1834,  died  Sep- 
tember 25,  1836.  Jeanette  T.,  born  August  16, 
1838,  married  January  27,  1857,  John  H. 
Evans;  she  died  November  5,  1874,  in  Middle 
Haddam.  Theodore  T.,  born  January  3.  1843, 
married  January  23,  1867,  August  R.  Clark, 


and  resides  in  Meriden,  Conn. ; he  is  a carpen- 
ter by  trade.  Harriet  M.,  born  November  7, 
1844,  married  October  14,  1869,  Ellery  C. 
Gaines;  she  died  October  4,  1876,  in  Glaston- 
bury. 

Seth  H.  Butler,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  wjas  born  Miarch  5,  1829,  in  the  town 
of  Chatham  in  that,  section  known  as  Middle 
Haddam,  and  attended  the  Pine  Brook  District 
school  of  the  locality,  among  his  teachers  be- 
ing Horatio-  G.  Chapman,  Ezra  Gillette,  Titus 
Williams  and  Laura  Markham.  At  about  the 
age  of  fifteen  years  he  worked  during  one  sum- 
mer as  a farm  hand  for  Hezekiah  Selden,  his 
wages  being  $8.  per  month,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  season  (seven  months)  had  the  sum  of  $56 
corning  to  him,  not  having  drawn  a cent 
of  money  in  all  that  time.  When  sixteen 
years  old  he  entered  Goodspeed’s  store  in  East 
Haddam,  and  there  remained  until  March, 
1850,  his  salary  being  $60  per  annum,  with 
board.  So  faithfully  and  efficiently  did  he  per- 
form his  duties  that  Mr.  Goodspeed  could  not 
avoid  remarking  that  young  Butler  was  “the 
best  boy  he  ever  had.” 

In  March,  1850,  Mr.  Butler  became  book- 
keeper and  general  assistant  in  Gillett's  in- 
surance office,  at  Springfield,  Mhss.,  and  in 
Sqitenfber,  1851,  he  went  to  Philadelphia  to 
take  a similar  position  with  Alfred  S.  Gillett, 
now;  president  of  the  Gerard  Fire  Insurance 
Company  of  Philadelphia,  continuing  with  him 
(with  the  exception  of  two  years  which  he 
passed  in  New  York  City),  similarly  engaged, 
until  1864.  In  the  latter  year  he  came  to  Mid- 
dletown and  helped  to  organize  the  People's 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  which  he  was  the 
mianager  from  1865  to  1890,  for  eighteen 
years  acting  also  as  secretary  and  treasurer, 
and  then  for  eight  years  as  president  and  treas- 
urer. In  1891,  after  a successful  career  of 
forty-one  years,  the  company  went  out  of  busi- 
ness without  litigation,  and  after  paying  every 
obligation.  For  twenty-five  years  the  share- 
holders had  received  twenty  per  cent  dividends 
annually,  and  were  returned  three  dollars  for 
every  dollar  invested — a record  somewhat  un- 
usual even  for  a prosperous  enterprise. 

In  addition  to  the  duties  attached  to  his 
various  incumbencies  in  the  insurance  concern 
above  mentioned,  Mr.  Butler  acted  fora  num- 
ber of  years  as  vice-president  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Middletown,  and  in  1893  be 
became  president  of  the  same,  continuing  as 
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such  to  the  present  day.  In  January,  1897,  the 
old  pump  manufacturing  firm  of  W.  & B. 
Douglas  was  in  peril.  Mr.  Butler  was  made 
treasurer,  and  though  wjhen  he  assumed  con- 
trol the  treasury  was  empty,  ad  there  were 
many  debts,  he  succeeded  in  liquidating  every 
one  of  them  and  restoring  the  credit  of  that 
famous  firm.  In  this  and  many  other  instances 
Mr.  Butler  has  by  his.  timely  financial  assist- 
ance and  wise  council  given  evidence  ol 
strength  and  efficiency  which  could  not  fail  to 
win  the  hearty  approval  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
and  his  popularity  and  power  in  commercial 
circles  needs  no  explanation.  In  January, 
1900,  he  became  president  of  the  W.  & B. 
Douglas  Company. 

On  October  6,  1851,  Mr.  Butler  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Emily  M.  Cooper,  of  Springfield, 
Mass.,  born  April  15,  1830,  a niece  of  David 
Bush.  Children  as  follows  came  to  this  union  : 
(1)  Abbott  Goodspeed,  born  in  New1  York 
City,  May  14,  1855,  married  October  16,  1879, 
Miss  Minnie  L.  Shaw,  of  Middletown,  Conn. 
He  is  a resident  of  Middletown,  and  is  in  busi- 
ness in  Hartford.  (2)  Earle  C.,  born  Novem- 
ber 21,  1862,  in  Philadelphia,  married  Octo- 
ber 21,  1885,  Miss  Bertha  J.  Scranton,  daugh- 
ter of  S.  S.  Scranton,  of  Durham,  Conn. ; 
Earle  C.  is  assistant  cashier  and  teller  in  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Middletown.  (3)  Dale 
Dudley,  born  June  29,  1866,  was  married  De- 
cember 19,  1895,  to  Miss  Adele  McCrea,  of 
Washington,  D.  C. ; he  represented  Middle- 
town  in  the  Connecticut  Legislature  in  1899. 
He  is  in  the  insurance  business  in  Middletown. 
The  mother  passed  from  earth  October  25, 
1894. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a Republican,  but 
takes  no  active  interest  in  party  affairs.  In  re- 
ligious connection  he  holds  membership  in  the 
South  Congregational  Church  of  Middletown, 
with  which  he  united  in  1865,  and  for  fifteen 
years  he  has  been  clerk  of  the  church,  and  for 
thirty-five  years  has  served  as  one  of  the  so- 
ciety's committee;  he  was  a member  of  the  so- 
ciety’s committee  when  the  present  South 
Church  edifice  was  built  in  1868. 

Mr.  Butler  has  played  an  important  part  in 
the  business  history  of  his  section,  and  in  his 
connection  with  various  enterprises  has  dis- 
tinguished himself  as  a financier  and  manager 
of  unusual  acumen  and  executive  talents.  For 
a period  of  twlenty-five  years  he  was  promi- 
nently connected  with  the  People’s  Fire  Insur- 


ance Company,  which  went  out  of  business  in 
1891,  after  a long  and  successful  career,  and 
he  has  held  his  present  position  for  the  past 
nine  years  with  characteristic  ability  and  the 
hearty  approval  of  all  concerned.  He  is  es- 
sentially a self-made  man,  having  risen  to'  the 
substantial  position  he  now  occupies  by  faith- 
ful service  in  minor  positions,  and  he  is  a citi- 
zen of  whom  Middletown  may  well  be  proud, 
his  straightforward  business  career  furnishing 
as  good  an  example  as  can  be  found  in  his 
native  county. 

WILLIAM  SMITHSON  CAMP,  in  his 
day  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Mid- 
dletown, and  a representative  business  man  in 
the  fullest  sense  of  the  term,  was  a native  of 
Connecticut,  born  April  23,  1796,  in  Durham,, 
Middlesex  county.  He  was  a son  of  Israel 
and  Rhoda  (Smithson)  Camp,  the  latter  of 
Whom  was  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Phcebe 
Smithson,  and  a granddaughter  of  Lieut.  Will- 
iam and  Anna  Smithson,  of  the  sarnie  family 
as  the  founder  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute. 
Mr.  Camp  was  of  the  sixth  generation  from 
Nicholas  Camp,  the  American  ancestor  of  that 
honorable  family,  the  line  being  as  follow  s : 
Nicholas,  Samuel,  John,  Israel,  Israel  (2), 
and  William  S. 

William  S.  Camp  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive town  and  received  his  education  there. 
When  eighteen  years  old  he  went  on  a three- 
years  sea  voyage  with  Commodore  McDon- 
ough, during  which  time  he  served  as  captain’s 
clerk,  and  the  commodore  pressed  him  to  con- 
tinue a seafaring  life;  but  for  private  reasons 
Mr.  Camp  had  to  decline.  He  was  also  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  Midshipman  Wilkes, 
afterward  commodore,  Who  was  on  the  same 
vessel  with  him.  For  some  time  Mr.  Camp 
was  a merchant  in  Durham,  in  1826  removing 
to  Middletown,  where  he  embarked  in  the  dry- 
goods  business  on  Main  street,  and  followed 
the  same  successfully  for  several  years.  We 
next  find  him  in  the  capacity  of  cashier  of  the 
Middlesex  County  Bank,  which  position  he, 
for  a quarter  of  a century,  filled  with  charac- 
teristic ability  and  fidelity — in  fact  he  was  one 
of  the  thoroughly  representative,  progressive 
business  men  of  his  time  and  locality.  He 
was  ever  a hard  and  faithful  worker,  and  his 
retirement  from  active  business  pursuits  was 
simply  because  his  tired  nature  required  rest 
and  repair.  In  general  business  matters,  es- 
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peciallv  those  of  a purely  financial  nature,  his  ^ 
judgment  was  unquestioned,  and  his  opinion 
carried  as  much  weight  as  any  man's  in  his 
time  in  Middletown.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Whig  and  a Republican,  though  never  active 
in  the  affairs  of  his  party.  In  his  religious 
preferences  he  was  originally  an  Episcopalian, 
but  when  the  Universalist  Church  was  built 
he  joined  that  society,  becoming  a prominent 
member  thereof  and  a deacon  therein.  He  was 
a liberal  contributor  to1  that  church,  and  his 
estate  gave  $3,000  toward  it  in  accordance 
with  a promise  he  had  miade  in  his  lifetime, 
which  his  death  prevented  his  fulfilling  in  per- 
son. He  died  May  29,  1872,  and  his  remains 
were  interred  in  Indian  Hill  cemetery,  Middle- 
town. 

On  October  25,  1821,  William  S.  Camp 
married  M;iss  Margaret  Cook,  a native  of 
Wallingford,  Conn.,  born  January  12,  1800, 
daughter  of  Augustus  and  S'arah  (Dutton I 
Cook,  the  former  of  whom'  was  a descendant 
of  Caleb  Cook,  the  emigrant.  Mrs.  Camp 
passed  away  March  13,  1863.  Three  children 
were  born  to  ME  and  Mirs.  William  S.  Camp, 
as  follows : 

(1)  William  Augustus  Camp,  born  Sep- 
tember 23,  1822,  in  Durham,  Conn.,  re- 
ceived his  education  at  Middletown.  On  at- 
taining his  majority  he  was  admitted  to  part- 
nership in  his  father’s  mercantile  establish- 
ment in  that  city,  but  at  the  end  of  two  years 
he  removed  to  New  York,  where  he  became  the 
junior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Hinchman  & 
Camp,  dealers  in  hosiery,  knitted  goods,  etc. 
In  1847  he  returned  to  Middletown  and  suc- 
-eedec  his  father  in  a business  that  had  been 
successfully  conducted  for  years;  but  in  1852 
ie  once  more  took  up  his  abode  in  New  York, 
Middletown  being  too  circumscribed  for  a man 
ff  his  energy  and  financial  ability.  In  1855 
ie  was  appointed  discount  clerk  in  the  Im- 
)orters  and  Traders  Bank,  a few  months  later 
>ecoming  first  teller  in  the  Artisans  Bank,  a 
lewiy  organized  institution.  In  1857  he  en- 
ered  the  New  York  Clearing  House  as  assist- 
mt  manager,  in  1864  becoming  manager  there- 
>f,  which  position  he  was  holding  at  the  time 
ff  his  death.  Mr.  Clamp  was  one  of  the  best 
mown  men  in  financial  circles  in  the  United 
states,  and  to  his  keen  intelligence  and  execu- 
ive  ability  match  of  the  usefulness  of  the  New 
> ork  Clearing  House  can  he  attributed.  Dur- 
ng  his  thirty  years  management  of  that  great 


financial  institution  over  forty-five  billion  dol- 
lars were  paid  over  its  counters  to  the  New 
York  banks  that  belonged  to  it.  Mr.  Camp 
died  December  10,  1894,  in  New  York.  By 
his  wife  Harriet  (Taylor)  he  had  one  son, 
William  Stephen,  who'  is  now  a banker  in  New 
York. 

(2)  Margaret,  second  child  of  William  S. 
Camp,  was  born  December  28,  1828.  She  mar- 
ried Abram  Avery,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  by 
him  had  two  daughters,  Kate  C.  ( now  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Frank  K.  Hiallock,  of  Cromwell, 
Conn.)  and  Annie  (now  the  widow  of  Thomas 
M.  Whidden,  formerly  of  Boston,  Mass-). 

(3)  Catherine  L.,  youngest  child  of  W.  S. 
Camp,  born  December  13,  1837,  is  now  the 
wife  of  Judge  W.  T.  Elmer,  a sketch  of  whom 
appears  elsewhere. 

HON.  ELY  WARNER  (deceased),  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  able  representa- 
tives of  the  Bar  in  Middlesex  county,  was  a 
native  of  Chester,  having  been  born  in  that 
town,  while  it  was  yet  a parish  of  Saybrook, 
in  1785,  and  a son  of  Jonathan  and  Hepsibah 
(Ely)  Warner.  After  graduating,  in  1807, 
he  taught  school  for  a year,  or  more,  then  en- 
tered a law  school  at  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Middletown,  Conn.,, 
about  1 8 1 1 . So  untiring  was  his  industry,  while 
pursuing  his  professional  studies,  he  wrote 
from  his  notes  the  entire  course  of  lectures, 
in  three  manuscript  volumes,  said  to  be  the 
only  correct  copy  of  the  lectures  of  Judges 
Reeves  and  Gould  now  extant.  Settling  in 
Haddam  in  1816,  he  represented  that  town  in 
the  State  Legislature  for  two  sessions,  in  1825 
and  1831  ; and  in  1828  he  was  appointed  Chief 
Judge  of  Middlesex  County  Court,  being  re- 
appointed for  several  terms.  Subsequently  he 
became  cashier  of  the  East  Haddam,  Bank.  In 
1837  he  remjoved  to'  his  farm  in  Chester,  and 
there  resided  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
In  1855  he  was  appointed  county  commissioner 
and  held  the  office  for  two  terms,  and  for 
more  than  fifty  years  was  actively  engaged  as 
county  surveyor.  His  death,  due  to  paralysis, 
occurred  at  his  home,  October  23,  1872,  when 
in  his  eighty-eighth  year,  and  at  that  time  he 
was  the  oldest  lawyer  in  the  State. 

On  November  11,  1817.  Judge  Warner 
was  married  to  Sarah  II.  Warner,  who  was 
born  in  1800,  the  eldest  daughter  of  John 
Warner,  of  Chester,  and  who  died  in  January, 
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1886.  Eight  children  were  born  to  them): 
Jonathan,  :wh'o  died  young ; Sarah,  who  married 
Daniel  D.  Silliman ; Jonathan,  second;  George 
W.,  who  married  Clara  Wilcox;  Jared  C. ; 
Hepsi'bah,  who  married  Henry  Russell;  An- 
drew E.  and  Anna  (twins)  of  whom  the  latter 
married  Jarvis  Smith. 

Judge  Warner  was  a man  of  exceptional 
ability,  sterling  character  and  pronounced  in- 
tellectuality, and  the  people  of  Chester  cherish 
his  memory  with  unbounded  gratitude  for  the 
many  advantages  they  enjoy  as  a result  of  his 
public  spirit.  Beautiful  streets,  row's  of  state- 
ly shade  trees,  improved  roads,  fine  schools, 
all  testify  to  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  able 
lawyer  and  patriotic  citizen,  who,  although 
gathered  to  his  forefathers,  still  lives  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people. 

EDWARD  PAYNE,  now  living  retired 
after  a long-  and  successful  life,  is  one  of  the 
men  who  have  done  much  for  the  city  of 
Middletown,  and  his  name  will  long  be  revered 
as  that  of  one  thoroughly  devoted  to>  a noble 
life,  and  who  was  instrumental  in  greatly  ad- 
vancing the  best  interests  of  the  city  in  which 
he  lived. 

Mr.  Payne  was  treasurer  of  the  Middle- 
town  Plate  Company,  a corporation  which,  un- 
til its  absorption  by  the  International  Silver 
Company,  was  one  of  the  most  valuable  insti- 
tutions in  Middletown,  He  was  reared  as  a 
farmer  in  what  is  now  Portland,  Middlesex 
county,  and  was  early  .taught  the  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  thoroughness  which  have  charac- 
terized his  entire  life.  Born  July  10,  1833, 
near  Cobalt,  in  what  was  then  the  town  of 
Chatham,  son  of  Job  Hamlin  and  Orilla(  Shep- 
ard) Payne,  lie  was  reared  to  young  manhood 
on  the  parental  homestead.  He  attended  the 
district  school  on  Penfield  Hill,  a school  noted 
because  of  the  number  of  its  pupils  who  have 
attained  eminence.  It  was  a large  school,  and 
of  its  more  than  one  hundred  pupils  during  Mt. 
Payne’s  childhood  but  one  was  of  foreign  par- 
entage. Among  his  early  teachers  there  he 
had  Messrs.  Clark,  Whitcomb,  Overton  and 
Richardson.  He  spent  one  winter  at  Westfield, 
Mass.,  where  he  was  under  the  instruction  of 
Prof.  Goldthwaite,  and  with  this  slender  edu- 
cation Went  out  into  the  world  to  make  his 
own  way.  However,  he  possessed  an  observ- 
ing eye  and  a retentive  and  understanding 
mind,  and  it  proved  sufficient. 


At  eighteen  years  of  age  Mr.  Payne  left  ! 
home  and  went  to  Meriden  to  learn  the  Britan- 
nia ware  trade  under  Isaac  C.  Lewis.  Making 
rapid  progress,  he  was  by  the  end  of  the  first 
year  able  to  earn  extra  money  by  piece  work. 
He  remained  in  Meriden  until  the  business 
became  somewhat  depressed  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war,  when  he  returned  to'  his  old 
home  in  Portland,  and  resumed  work  on  the  f 
farm.  Saving  some  money,  he  went  into1  busi- 
ness  for  himself,  buying  tobacco1  and  selling 
it  on  a rising  market.  In  1862  he  came  to 
Middletown  and  entered  the  employ  of  F.  W.  j 
& O.  Z.  Pelton,  whose  factory  was  on  the 
site  of  part  of  the  plant  of  Wilcox,  Crittenden 
& Co.,  on  South  Main  street,  and  spent  about 
a year  working  for  them.  In  December,  1863,  ! 
he  beg'an  business  for  himself,  establishing 
what  later  became  the  Middletown  Plate  Com- 
pany,  with  a capital  of  $250,000.  The  beginning 
of  this  great  enterprise  was  modest  enough, 
in  a small  room:  rented  of  Ira  K.  Penfield,  and  j| 
Jesse  Cone  was  the  first  employe.  Shortly 
afterward  Henry  Bullard  became  a partner.  ( 
The  business  prospered  from|  the  start.  After 
the  war  the  demand  for  goods  of  this  charac-  " 
ter  became  strong,  and  prices  ruled  high,  and  : 
a great  enlargement  of  the  plant  became  a ne-  f 
cessity  that  could  not  be  delayed.  Mr.  Payne  * 
was  thoroughly  familiar  with  every  detail  of  i 
the  business  as  a skilled  mechanic,  and'  his  j 
business  ability,  fortified  by  this  knowledge, 
was  of  vast  value-  In  about  1867  the  business 
was  formed  into1  a joint  stock  company,  with 
Elmore  Penfield  as  president ; Mr.  Payne  as 
treasurer,  and  Henry  Bullard  as  secretary.  In . 
later  years  George  PI.  Hulbert  became  presi-i! 
dent.  Other  than  this  change  the  officials  of; 
the  institution  remained  the  same  until  the  sale1' 
of  the  business  in  1899.  The  Middletown1 
Plate  Company  was  of  great  value  to  the  city. 

It  employed  highly  skilled  labor  and  paid  the1 
highest  wages  of  any  manufacturing  concern 
of  its  time,  and,  all  in  all,  its  loss  was  a great 
one  to  Middletown.  Since  his  retirement  from 
business  Mr.  Payne,  with  a desire  for  travel, 
has  spent  no  little  time  away  from  Middle- 
town,  but  he  always  claim's  that  city  as  his 
home,  and  that  city  claims  him  as  one  of  her 
best  and  mlost  substantial  citizens.  Pie  is  a 
trustee  of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank. 

On  October  6,  1864,  Edward  Payne  was 
married  to  Miss  Eleanor  Penfield,  a native  of1 
Portland,  and  the  daughter  of  Ira  K.  and  Ruth 
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(Wilcox)  Penfield.  Mr.  Payne  cast  his  first 
vote  for  John  C.  Fremont,  and  has  voted  the 
Republican  ticket  since  that  time  in  all  National 
and  State  matters,  while  in  local  affairs  he  sup- 
ports the  best  men,  regardless  of  politics ; how- 
ever, his  sympathies  are  strongly  Republican. 
Mr.  Payne  was  m'ayor  of  Middletown  in  1882 
and  1883,  and  in  1880  and  1881  Was  in  the 
city  council,  declining,  however,  any  active  or 
continued  work  in  politics.  He  is  a deacon, 
and  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  South 
Congregational  Clhurch,  and  he  is  a trustee  O'f 
the  Industrial  School  for  Girls  at  Middletown. 
Mr.  Payne  is  distinctively  one  of  the  better 
class  of  citizens  of  the  day.  Starting  in  life 
as  a poor  boy,  he  has  won  a solid  standing  in 
the  business  world  which  any  man  might  envy, 
and  his  personal  character  is  of  the  highest 
type.  1 

GEORGE  WHITING  BURKE,  M.  D. 
Among  the  citizens  of  Middletown,  Middle- 
sex county,  who  have  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  its  public  and  social  life  for  many 
years,  is  Dr.  George  Whiting  Burke,  who*  was 
born  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  June  27,  1821, 
son  of  Joseph  C.  and  Jane  E.  Burke.  In  1823 
his  parents  removed  to  Middletown,  where 
they  remained  until  1837,  when  a government 
appointment  for  Mr.  Burke  made  it  necessary 
for  the  residence  of  the  family  to  be  in  Hart- 
ford, and  they  removed  to  that  city. 

In  1835  Dr.  Burke  entered  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity, from  which  he  graduated  in  1839  with 
the  degree  of  B.  A.  He  then  engaged  in 
teaching  school  in  Hartford  and  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  returning  in  1841  to  begin  the 
study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Brigham,  who 
was  then  superintendent  of  the  Retreat  for  the 
Insane.  In  1842  he  received  the  degree  of 
M.  A.  from  the  University,  and  the  same  year 
was  appointed  assistant  at  the  Retreat,  in  1843 
receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  Yale,  from 
which  latter  date  he  has  followed  the  practice 
of  his  profession. 

In  May,  1844,  Dr.  Burke  married  Ann  Par- 
ish Benjamin,  step-daughter  of  Oliver  Parish, 
who  died  in  1863.  In  May,  1865,  he  married 
Jane  E.  Tobey,  daughter  of  Joseph  Tobey. 
There  were  children  as  follows  by  the  first 
union:  Albert  Leander,  born  in  1845,  at 

Palmer,  Mass.,  died  in  1886  in  Central  Ameri- 
ca. leaving  a widow  and  one  son,  Howard, 
lately  graduated  at  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  where 


his  mother  is  registrar  of  Wesleyan  Academy. 
Oliver  Parish,  born  in  1847,  a resident  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  George  Whiting,  Jr.,  born 
in  1S50,  a resident  of  Chicago,  111.,  has  been 
since  1872  connected  with  the  Wheeler  & Wil- 
son Company.  Joseph  Chester,  born  in  1853, 
at  Middletown,  Conn.,  a graduate  of  Wesleyan 
University,  T874,  editor  of  the  “Alumni  Rec- 
ord’’ of  Wesleyan,  1883,  died  in  1885;  he 
mlarried  Ida  F.  Weeks,  Who  resides  in  Middle- 
town  with  one  daughter,  Edith.  Sarah  Jane 
was  born  also  at  Middletown. 

In  August,  1843,  Dr.  Burke  began  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Palmer,  M|ass.,  con- 
tinuing there  for  nine  years,  when  the  demands 
of  a growing  family,  and  the  invitation  of 
friends  at  his  old  home,  induced  him  to  re- 
turn to  Middletown,  where  he  has  since  per- 
manently resided.  From  the  time  he  attained 
his  mjajority  in  1842,  following  the  example 
o*f  his  father,  the  Doctor  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party  until  April,  1861,  wilien  the 
attack  on  Sumter  changed  his  view's.  The 
first  opportunity  for  action  with  the  Republi- 
can party  came  in  the  fall  town  election,  when, 
with  mlany  others  of  Democratic  proclivities, 
such  as  Hon.  Bartlett  Bent,  Judge  Vinal,  Hon. 
Samuel  Warner,  he  voted  the  Republican  tick- 
et, which  was  elected  by  a large  majority  in 
a town  which  for  years,  previous  had  been 
strongly  Democratic.  From  1861,  for  at  least 
tw'enty-ifive  years,  Dr.  Burke  and  Hon.  B. 
Bent  had  charge  of  Districts  1 and  2,  and 
managed  the  political  work.  For  several  years 
prior  to  the  Civil  war,  by  appointment  from 
Col.  Starr,  Dr.  Burke  had  acted  as  surgeon  to 
the  Sixth  Connecticut  State  Regiment,  and  in 
September,  1862,  when  the  Twenty-fourth 
Regiment  Connecticut  Volunteers  was  formed 
and  recruited  at  Middletown,  for  the  seventy- 
five  days  during  which  the  regiment  encamped 
on  Fbrt  Hill  Dr.  Burke  examined  every  mem- 
ber. Near  the  close  of  this  period  Gov.  Buck- 
ingham appointed  him  surgeon,  but  this  hon- 
or came  at  a time  when  his  w ife  was  critically 
ill,  and  he  declined  the  appointment.  Election 
to  the  various  offices  which  the  Doctor  after- 
ward efficiently  filled  show  the  esteem  in  which 
he  was  held  by  the  public. 

For  miore  than  twenty  years  prior  to  1887 
Dr.  Burke  represented  for  Middletown  and 
the  adjacent  country  the  Travelers  Insurance 
Company,  of  Hartford,  acting  both  as  agent 
and  medical  examiner,  this  connection  being 
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dissolved  on  account  of  failing  health.  His 
first  appointment  as  medical  examiner  was 
from  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Company, 
in  1850,  for  Palmer,  Mass.,  later  for  Middle- 
town,  and  subsequently  he  received,  without 
solicitation,  the  same  appointment  from  the 
John  Hancock  Insurance  Company,  of  Bos- 
ton, the  Home  Life,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  the 
Charter  Oak,  of  Hartford,  and  the  Metropoli- 
tan, of  New  York. 

During  the  forty-eight  years  of  his  resi- 
dence in  Middletown,  in  addition  to-  practicing 
his  profession,  Dr.  Burke  has  been  chosen  to 
and  filled,  most  efficiently,  the  following  of- 
fices : School  visitor ; town  assessor ; town 

clerk  and  registrar  of  vital  statistics ; alderman 
and  assessor  for  the  city ; clerk  for  the  board 
of  education,  from.  1859  to  1878,  and  special 
deputy  collector  of  Customs  and  disbursing 
agent  for  the  District  of  Middletown,  embrac- 
ing the  country  from)  Springfield  and  Hol- 
yoke, Mass.,  to  Clinton,  Conn.,  from  1869  to 
1887,  at  which  latter  date  the  office  was  re- 
mjoved  to  Hartford.  During  somie  of  the  lat- 
ter years  of  this  period  the  annual  collections 
and  deposits  of  customs  exceeded  $300,000, 
and  this  was  only  one  part  of  the  business, 
which  embraced  the  measurement  of  vessels, 
marine  hospital  service,  steamboat  inspection, 
warehousing  accounts,  and  the  care  and  cus- 
tody of  public  buildings. 

In  February,  1841,  Dr.  Burke  united  with 
the  M.  E.  Church  at  Hartford,  and  since  his 
location  in  Middletown,  in  1852,  he  has  been 
an  active  member  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  filling  the  various  offices  of  superin- 
tendent of  missions,  steward,  trustee,  and  treas- 
urer.. In  this  time  have  occurred  the  purchase 
of  additional  land  and  the  erection  of  a brick 
parsonage,  lecture  room,  etc.,  and,  since  a fire 
in  1885,  the  building  of  the  present  large 
church  and  chapel,  which  are  clear  of  debt. 
Aside  from  much  valuable  writing  and  revis- 
ion in  connection  with  his  church  duties,  Dr. 
Burke  has  been  a frequent  contributor  to  the 
daily  and  medical  press,  and  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society ; 
of  the  Middlesex  County  Medical  Society ; and 
of  the  Central  Medical  Association  for  the 
past  forty-eight  years,  during  the  greater  part 
of  which  period  he  has  acted  as  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  last  named.  For  a long  period 
he  was  reporter  and  regular  correspondent  for 
a Hartford  daily,  and  in  1888  wrote  a series 


of  thirteen  articles,  sketches  of  various  inter- 
ests in  Middletown  of  sixty  years  ago. 

The  chief  recreation  which  Dr.  Burke  en- 
joys is  found  in  gardening,  cultivating  fruits 
and  flowers,  this  occupation  having  acted  most 
favorably  on  his  health,  which  had  become 
much  impaired.  The  prominent  part  he  has 
taken  in  almost  all  phases  of  the  public  life  of 
Middletown  entitles  him:  to  rank  as  one  of 
her  most  highly  esteemed  and  representative 
citizens. 

WILLIAM*  WILCO'X,  of  Middletown, 
Middlesex  county,  is  one  of  the  veteran  manu- 
facturers of  the  State.  He  is  a thoroughly  self- 
made  man,  having  begun  at  the  bottom*  and  by 
industry  and  zeal  worked  bis  way  up  to  his  pres- 
ent enviable  position.  Every  department  of 
his  extensive  business  is  familiar  to  him,  and 
in  his  long  career  he  has  invented  and  patented 
a number  of  very  useful  articles  that  have  come 
on  the  market  to  meet  a general  demand  for 
something  of  the  kind.  The  rotary  key  hub 
and  the  flat  key  are  his  ideas,  and  he  was  the 
first  to  make  and  sell  them. 

The  William  Wilcox  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany was  established  a half  century  ago,  and  its 
magnificent  success  is  largely  due  to  the  skill, 
foresight  and  business  ability  of  the  man  whose 
name  it  bears.  It  was  first  a partnership  con- 
cern, but  in  1875  was  incorporated  under  the 
present  name.  There  is  a fine  plant  in  Zoar, 
on  Durham  avenue,  where  employment  is  given 
to  from  eighty  to*  one  hundred  people,  many 
of  them  skilled  workmen.  Sheet  metal  in  large 
quantities  is  received  direct  from*  the  rolling 
mills,  and  converted  into  the  company's  prod- 
ucts. Few  factories  in  the  country  turn  out 
a larger  variety  of  padlocks,  and  its  most  noted 
goods  are  French  and  American  rim*  locks, 
wooden  hames,  and  iron  hames.  The  company 
is  capitalized  at  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Will- 
iam Wilcox  is  president,  and  E.  R.  Chaffee, 
vice-president  and  secretary. 

William  Wilcox  springs*  from  an  old  New 
England  family  whose  history  runs  back  to  the 
early  days  of  Connecticut,  and  its  ancestors 
were  original  proprietors  of  the  plantation  at 
Hammonassett,  later  called  Kenilworth,  and 
finally  Killingworth.  The  plantation  of  Ham- 
monassett was  established  in  October,  1663,  by 
the  General  Court  of  Connecticut,  and  among 
the  twenty-seven  original  proprietors  appears 
the  name  of  Joseph  Wilcox,  a progenitor  of 
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the  gentleman' whose  name  introduces  this  ar- 
ticle. The  first  marriage  in  the  new  plantation 
was  that  of  John  Meigs  and  Sarah  Wilcox,  and 
the  first  birth  was  that  of  Hannah  Wilcox,  on 
January  19,  1665.  The  name  Wilcox  appears 
prominently  on  every  page  of  the  history  of 
Killingworth.  From  1790  to  1805  Joseph 
Wilcox,  Joseph  Wilcox  (2)  and  Nathan  Wil- 
cox represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. 

Thomas  C.  Wilcox,  the  father  of  the  Mid- 
j dletown  manufacturer,  was  born  in  Killing- 
worth,  and  was  a farmer  all  his  life.  In  1815 
he  married  Eunice  Smith,  daughter  of  Jona- 
; than  Smith,  of  Haddam,  and  they  had  ten  chil- 
j dren : Philander  S.,  Thomas  C.,  William, 

Jonathan  E.,  Carlos,  Samuel  B.,  Charles  W., 
Sophronia,  Eunice  J.  and  Rebecca  M.  All 
j were  people  of  character  and  ability.  Thomas 
C.  was  a merchant  in  South  Farms.  Jonathan 
was  for  many  years  a carpenter  and  joiner  and 
is  now  a farmer  in  Middle  Haddam.  Carlos 
was  killed  in,  a quarry  at  Haddam.  Samuel  B. 
is  a farmer  in  Killingworth.  Charles  W,  is 
a mechanic  in  Ivoryton.  Sophronia,  Mrs.  Nor- 
ton, died  in  Connecticut.  Eunice  J.  married 
a Mr.  Sawyer,  and  died  in  Deep  River.  Re- 
becca M.  married  William  Brainard,  and  died 
in  Haddam. 

William  Wilcox  was  born  in  Killingworth 
October  10.  1819,  and  was  reared  on  the  pa- 
ternal homestead,  working  on  the  farm,  and 
attending  winter  school.  At  the  age  of  eight- 
een he  came  to  Middletown,  and  secured  a po- 
sition in  the  gun  factory  of  Smith  & Cooley, 
who  were  the  successors  of  the  Johnsons,  fa- 
mous gunmakers  of  the  early  days,  and  with 
whom  he  remained  for  four  years,  paying  his 
father  $130  out  of  his  hard-earned  wages  as 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  his  son’s  time. 
Mr.  Wilcox  became  a fine  machinist,  and  in 
1842  began  the  manufacture  of  locks  in  com- 
pany with  W.  FI.  Lewis,  continuing  with  him 
for  about  two  years.  In  1845  '1C  removed  to 
Zoar,  his  present  location,  and  in  company  with 
Lot  D.  Van  Sands,  began  the  manufacture  of 
locks,  making  a specialty  of  plate  locks  for  the 
Southern  trade.  A little  later  he  went  into  the 
making  of  padlocks.  \ he  large  success  which 
lias  attended  his  business  career  in  these  fifty 
years  and  more  may  be  taken  as  an  indication 
of  the  possession  of  sound  business  qualities 
and  personal  characterist  cs  which  are  rarely 
fiumd  so  perfectly  blended  in  one  individual. 


Worth  will  make  its  way,  and  the  poor  farmer 
boy  has  become  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  his  city.  He  is  still  quite  active  and 
vigorous,  and  may  be  frequently  found  in  the 
office  of  the  company,  giving  personal  attention 
to  matters  which  require  thoughtful  considera- 
tion. 

William  Wilcox  has  been  twice  married. 
His  first  wife  was  a lady  of  Middletown,  and 
his  present  wife  is  Elizabeth  G.,  daughter  of 
Charles  W.  Edwards,  of  that  city.  In  early 
life  Mr.  Wilcox  was  a Democrat,  later  a Whig, 
and  'is  now  a Republican.  In  1896  he  voted 
for  McKinley  and  sound  money.  While  not  a 
member  of  any  church,  he  has  contributed  lib- 
erally to  the  support  of  all.  He  is  an  hon- 
orable and  upright  citizen,  and  his  name  fitly 
appears  on  any  page  which  is  devoted  to  noble 
living  and  manly  doing. 

CHARLES  MORGAN,  late  of  New  York, 
and  the  benefactor  of  the  town  of  Clinton, 
Middlesex  county,  Conn.,  his  birthplace  and 
boyhood  home,  was  one  of  the  extensive  and 
successful  business  men  of  his  adopted  city 
in  his  day  and  generation. 

Born  April  21,  1795,  Mr.  Morgan  was  the 
son  of  Col.  George  and  Elizabeth  (Redfield) 
Morgan,  and  a descendant  in  the  sixth  genera- 
tion from  James  Morgan,  a native  of  Wales, 
who  came  from  Bristol,  England,  to  Boston 
in  1636,  removing  to  Roxbury,  and  finally 
(1650  ) to  New  London,  Conn.  From  this 
ancestor  ML  Morgan's  lineage  was  through 
Capt.  John,  Capt.  Theophilus,  Theophilus  (2) 
and  Col.  George  Mlorgan,  the  latter  of  whom 
settled  in  Killingworth,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
a large  land  holder,  a magistrate,  and  a man 
of  note.  He  was  engaged  as  a West  India 
trader. 

Charles  Morgan  was  early  thrown  on  his 
own  resources,  entering  a grocery  store  in  New 
York  City  as  clerk  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 
When  about  of  age,  he  commenced  business, 
in  a small  way,  for  himself,  and  soon  enlarged 
his  trade  by  importing  fruit  from  the  West 
Indies.  He  became  part  owner  of  a brig,  and, 
a few  years  later,  sole  owner  of  a line  of  sail- 
ing vessels  in  the  West  India  trade  from  New 
York.  He  was  subsequent! v the  founder  and 
principal  owner  of  the  “Mlorgan  Iron  Works,’’ 
a mammoth  foundry  for  the  casting  and  manu- 
facture of  heavy  steamship  and  steam  machin- 
ery, on  the  Fast  river.  New  York,  which  long 


44 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


bore  his  name.  His  greatest  success  and  cele- 
brity, however,  was  won  as  a shipping  mer- 
chant and  steamship  owner,  the  extent  of  his 
business  in  that  line  being  perhaps  at  that  time 
unrivaled  by  that  of  any  other  individual  m 
the  United  States,  fie  started  the  first  steam- 
ship between  New  York  and  Charleston,  S.  C., 
and  with  his  usual  successful  management, 
soon  developed  a regular  line  of  steamers, 
owned  by  him.  In  1836  he  sent  his  first  steami- 
er from  New'  Orleans  to  various  Texan  and 
-other  ports  along  the  Gulf.  He  continued 
throughout  his  active  business  life  in  the  pros- 
ecution of  that  enterprise,  until  the  “Morgan 
Lines  of  Steamers,”  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
were  as  widely  knowjn  in  commerce  as  the 
"Gulf  of  Mexico  itself.  Mr.  Morgan  was  at 
-one  time  the  sole  owner  of  no  less  than  seven- 
teen heavy  first-class  steamships,  constructed 
of  iron,  and  all  in  active  service,  plying  the 
waters  of  the  Gulf  in  various  lines  from  New 
Orleans,  and  that  vast  enterprise,  as  well  as 
all  his  other  business,  was  still,  when  he  was 
in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age,  hale, 
hearty  and  cheerful,  under  his  personal  direc- 
tion and  management.  His  estate  was  then  a 
.princely  one,  and  he  ranked  among  the  eminent 
millionaires  of  Newi  York  City.  His  tastes 
•were  for  pivate  life;  he  sought  no  public  no- 
tice, honors  or  office.  Of  gentle  speech  and 
^■courteous  bearing,  he  made  many  friends  and 
few  enemies,  and  among  his  other  excellent 
personal  cjualities,  he  had  that  which  ever 
ntarks  the  true  gentleman,  and  is  often  one 
of  the  secrets  of  his  success,  that  of  treat- 
ing his  subordinates  with  uniform  affability 
and  kindness.  Mr.  Morgan  gave  to  the  town 
of  Clinton,  Conn.,  the  school  which  bears  his 
name. 

ALBERT  RANDOLPH  CRITTENDEN, 
of  the  firm  of  Wilcox,  Crittenden  & Co.,  Mid- 
dletown, Middlesex  county,  is  one  of  the  best 
known  citizens  of  that  city,  and  has  long  been 
recognized  as  an  authority  in  the  line  of  ship 
chandler's  hardware.  For  over  thirty  years 
Mr.  Crittenden  has  been  a member  of  the  firm, 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  since  1859. 
He  is  a Middlesex  county  boy  in  every  sense. 
He  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  is  a striking 
example  of  what  push,  energy,  tact  and  a thor- 
ough knowledge  of  one’s  business  lead  to.  He 
was  “on  the  road”  for  some  twenty-five  years, 
:and  has  thus  familiarized  himself  with  the 


wants  of  his  patrons  with  the -close  touch  of 
long  experience. 

The  Crittenden  family  has  an  old  and  bril- 
liant history  in  the  Colonies,  and  its  members 
have  intermarried  with  the  Buckleys,-  Lords,  1 
Kimberleys,  Shepards,  Chaunceys,  Robbins, 
Sellews  and  Pynchons.  Albert  R.  is  a descend-  | 
ant  in  the  ninth  generation  from  that  Abra-  1 
ham  Crittenden,  of  the  Guilford  Colony,  who  , 
came  from  England  in  1639,  his  line  being 
through  Abraham.  (2),  Abraham  (3),  Dr.  i 
Daniel,  Dr.  Hopestill,  Daniel,  David  and 
George.  On  the  maternal  side  he  is  in  the  sixth 
generation  from  Phillip  Sellew,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Barin,  and  is  buried  in  Harwich, 
Mass. ; John  Leland  Sellow  married  Han- 
nah Hamilton ; Phillip  Sellew  married  Eliza- 
beth Kimberly  Smith ; Thomas  Sellew  married 
Lucy  Bulklev  Lord ; Anne  Eliza  Sellew  mar-  f 
riecl  George  Crittenden,  the  father  of  Albert  R.  [ 
The  Sellew  family  is  of  Huguenot  origin.  The  ; 
spelling  of  the  name  was  originally  Se  Leu,  ; 
and  it  has  been  spelled  at  different  times  Seleu 
and  Sellew. 

(I)  Abraham  Crittenden  came  from:  Crane- 

brook,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  England.  A 
short  time  after  his  arrival  in  this  country  he 
joined  the  New  Haven  Colony,,  and  presently  l 
became  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Guilford  * 
Colony.  He  and  his  first  wife,  Mary,  were  ; 
married  in  England,  and  he  married  for  his  j 
second  wife  Johanna  Sheaffe,  in  Connecticut. 
She  was  born  in  England,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Edmund  and  Joanna  Sheaffe,  of  the  County  i 
of  Kent,  and  had  previously  married  William 
Chittenden.  She  died  in  1688.  The  children  j 
of  Abraham  and  Mary  were : Thomas,  Abra-  j 
ham,  Isaac,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Hannah  and  De- 
borah. r 

(II)  Abraham  Crittenden  (2)  died  in  1694.  I 
He  married  Susannah,  daughter  of  Thomas  J 
Greigson,  and  she  died  in  1712.  Their  chil-  } 
dren  were:  Abraham,  born  in  1662;  Thomas, 
1668;  John,  1671;  and  Joseph,  1674. 

(III)  Abraham  Crittenden  (3),  born  in 
1662,  married  May  6,  1686,  Susannah  Kirby, 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Kirby,  of 
Middletown.  She  was  born  in  May,  1664,  and 
died  in  October,  1729.  Abraham:  Crittenden 
died  in  May,  1725.  Their  children  were: 
Abraham,  born  in  1688:  Mary,  1690;  Daniel,  ; 
1696:  Anna,  1701 ; and  Ebenezer,  1705. 

(IV)  Daniel  Crittenden  was  married  to 
Patience  Bradley,  of  New  Haven.  He  was  a 
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physician,  and  lived  in  Middletown  prior  to 
1740.  He  died  in  1750,  following-  his  wife, 
who  passed  to  the  “Better  Land”  in  1743. 
They  were  the  parents  of  Dr.  Hopestill,  Icha- 
bod,  Rhoda  (1724),  Chloe  (1728),  Ebenezer, 
John,  Samuel  and  Daniel. 

(V)  Dr.  Hopestill  Crittenden  married 

Mary  Wetmore  Bacon,  who  was  born  in  1719, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Hiannah  (Wet- 
more)  Bacon.  Dr.  Crittenden  lived  in  1741 
in  New  Haven,  in  1745  in  Haddam,  and  as 
late  as  1780  in  Wallingford.  He  was  the  fa- 
ther of  fifteen  children : Hopestill,  born  in 

1741;  Catherine,  1743;  Daniel,  1744;  John, 
1745  ; Mary,  1746 ; Gideon,  1748;  Mary  Bacon, 
1750;  Patience  Bradley,  1 75 1 ; Jeremiah,  1752 
(died  the  following  year);  Tohn  (2),  1754; 
Jeremiah  (2),  17^6  (died  the  same  yea;r)  ; 

! Ebenezer,  1757;  Samuel,  1759;  Chloe,  1761; 
and  Hannah,  1763.  Dr.  Hopestill  was  ordered 
during  the  Revolution  to  visit  and  inspect  a 
i silver  mine  near  White  Rock,  Middletown,  to 
ascertain  if  bullets  could  be  made  from  the 
lead.  His  work  was  successful.  The  mine 
, was  worked  and  bullets  were  made  for  the 
army,  some  of  which,  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  British,  excited  great  surprise  from  the 
fact  that  the  Yankees  were  “firing  silver  bul- 
lets.” Dr.  Crittenden  acted  for  a short  season 
as  surgeon  in  the  Colonial  army,  but  took  no 
commission.  His  saddle  bags,  holsters,  instru- 
ment case,  and  other  accoutrements  were  left 
to  become  in  later  days  the  treasures  of  his 
great-grandchildren. 

(VI)  Daniel  Crittenden  died  in  1824,  at  the 
1 age  of  eighty.  He  was  a farmer,  living  in  what 

is  now  the  town  of  Portland.  He  married  Rhocla 
Tryon,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Good- 
1 rich)  Tryon,  who  died  in  1828,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two.  They  had  children  as  follows: 
Catherine,  who  married  Amos  Goodrich,  of 
Portland:  Daniel,  born  in  1775,  who  died  in 
childhood:  Lucv,  who  married  Asahel  Wilcox; 
Nellie,  wife  of  Abel  Lewis;  David,  mentioned 
below;  Daniel,  who  married  Betsey  Taylor; 
and  Sarah,  Mrs.  Bidwell. 

(VTI)  David  Crittenden  was  married  April 
25,  1802,  to  Elizabeth  Shepard,  who  was  born 
July  10,  1781,  a daughter  of  Lieut.  Daniel  and 
Phoebe  (Strickland)  Shepard,  the  former  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolution.  Mrs.  Crittenden  died 
August  19,  1821,  the  mother  of  six  children: 
Catherine,  born  in  1803,  died  unmarried  in. 
1878;  George,  born  April  23,  1808,  was  the 


father  of  Albert  Randolph ; David,  born  De- 
cember 26,  1811,  died  unmarried  October  14, 
188  ; Charles  was  born  in  August,  1814;  Dan- 
iel, in  April,  1817;  Ralph,  January  20,  1820. 
David  Crittenden  married  for  his  second  wife 
Jemima  Strickland,  who*  died  in  June,  1859. 
There  were  no.  children  by  this  union.  David 
Crittenden  was  a lieutenant  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  served  at  the  defense  of  New  London.  His 
death  occurred  in  1859,  when  he  was  aged 
eighty-one. 

(VIII)  George  Crittenden  was  born  April 
23,  1808,  in  what  is  now  Portland,  at  the  old 
homestead,  was  reared  a farmer’s  boy,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  school.  He 
was  the  only  boy  of  the  family  to  remain  at 
home,  which  he  did  from  a sense  of  duty.  On 
November  12,  1832,  he  was  married,  in  Glas- 
tonbury, to  Miss  Anne  Eliza  Sellew,  who  was 
born  in  Glastonbury  March  7,  1806,  a daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Lucy  Bulkley  (Lord)  Sel- 
lew. Mr.  Crittenden  died  in  Portland  Septem- 
ber 20,  1852,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in 
Middletown  May  10,  1891.  Their  children 
were  as  follows : Randolph,  born  November 

9,  1833,  died  January  29,  1841.  Elizabeth 
Shepard,  born  March  5,  1835,  married  William 
W.  Wilcox,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  else- 
where. Mary  Lee,  born  September  20,  1836, 
died  January  1,  1875.  Francis,  born  July  11, 
1841,  died  July  18,  1841.  Albert  Randolph 
was  born  December  4,  1843.  Following  his 
marriage  the  father  went  to.  housekeeping  just 
across  the  road  from  his  parents’  home,  where 
he  resided  thereafter.  His  widow  lived  on  the 
farm  he  left  until  all  her  children  were  settled 
in  life,  when  the  place  was  sold.  Mr.  Critten- 
den owned  the  saddle-bags  and  crude  surgical 
and  dental  tools  of  his  ancestor.  Dr.  Hopestill 
Crittenden.  He  was  fond  of  hunting,  and  free- 
ly indulged  his  love  of  manly  sport.  Politically 
he  was  a Whig,  and  in  religion  a member  of 
the  Congregational  Church. 

Albert  R.  Crittenden  was  reared  on  the 
farm  where  he  was  born.  He  received  his 
early  literary  training  at  the  district  school 
near  by,  and  among  his  teachers  there  were 
Miss  Lucy  Sellew,  Mr.  Dennison  Markham 
and  Miss  Lucy  Hutchinson.  When  eleven 
years  old  lie  attended  the  celebrated  school  of 
Dr.  Daniel  H.  Chase,  in  Middletown,  and  un- 
der the  instruction  of  that  noted  teacher  re- 
ceived a course  in  mathematics  which  has 
proved  invaluable  to  him.  He  worked  the  fol- 
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lowing  summer  for  his  uncle,  Daniel  Critten- 
den, of  Portland,  after  which  he  was  a student 
at  George  Tracy's  private  school.  Later  he 
was  at  the  Brown  Military  Academy,  in  West 
Haven,  for  two  years,  and  he  left  school  with 
the  intention  of  continuing  his  education,  the 
money  for  which  must  henceforth  be  produced 
by  his  own  exertions.  From  his  boyhood  there 
was  an  industrious  spirit  evident  in  young 
Crittenden,  for  when  not  at  school  he  was  al- 
most always  employed  at  something,  and  at 
whatever  he  worked  he  always  took  a pride 
in  doing  his  work  well.  It  was  in  1859  that 
he  first  went  to  work  for  Wilcox  & Hall,  and 
his  connection  with  the  ship  chandlery  busi- 
ness dates  from  that  time.  He  entered  the 
employ  of  the  concern  to  learn  the  business, 
first  going  into  the  machine  shop.  Possessing 
to  an  unusual  degree  the  faculty  o>f  taking  up 
mechanical  work  quite  readily,  his  progress  was 
rapid.  The  winter  of  1859-60  he  spent  at 
school,  also  the  following  one,  his  earnings 
from  his  work  in  the  factory  defraying  his 
expenses.  From  the  machine  shop  he  went 
into  the  galvanizing  department,  where  his 
progress  was  equally  rapid,  and  where  he  oc- 
cupied the  position  of  foreman,  which  for  one 
of  his  years  certainly  indicated  adaptability  be- 
yond the  ordinary.  His  next  work  was  in  the 
capacity  of  shipping  clerk,  the  duties  of  which 
position  he  was  discharging  at  the  time  of  his 
enlistment  in  the  Union  army,  in  July,  1862. 
He  became  a member  of  Company  B,  Four- 
teenth Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry,  which 
company  had  103  enlisted  men,  and  Mr.  Crit- 
tenden had  considerable  difficulty  in  being  en- 
rolled on  account  of  his  somewhat  delicate  ap- 
pearance. He  reached  Washington  with  his 
regiment  August  25,  1862,  and  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  Gen.  Fitz-John  Porter  for  a 
few  days,  early  in  September  being  assigned 
to  Sumner’s  corps — the  Second  Army  Corps — 
in  which  they  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
They  were  held  in  reserve  at  South  Mountain, 
and  their  first  serious  engagement  was  at  An- 
tietam.  Mr.  Crittenden  was  with  his  com- 
mand and  faithfully  performed  all  the  duties 
assigned  him,  until  just  before  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg,  when  he  was  stricken  with 
“Chickahominy  fever.”  He  was  found  in  the 
swamp  where  he  had  fallen,  and  taken  to  the 
field  hospital.  E.  B.  Chaffee,  now  Mr.  Crit- 
tenden’s partner,  secured  his  transfer  from  the 
field  hospital  to  Washington,  where  he  passed 


through  a long  and  serious  illness.  His  con- 
tinued sickness  developed  a lung  weakness,  and 
when  he  had  somewhat  recovered  therefrom1 
he  was  detailed  to  the  medical  department,  and 
later  was  appointed  surgeon’s  orderly.  This 
appointment  was  made  because  of  the  skill 
and  readiness  he  exhibited  in  caring  for  a sol- 
dier who  was  suffering  from  the  amputation  of 
a limb.  The  small  artery  had  sloughed  off, 
and  the  soldier  was  in  danger  of  bleeding  to 
death,  no  one  apparently  competent  to  check  the 
hemorrhage  being  at  hand.  This  Mr.  Critten- 
den did  with  such  skill  that  the  admiration  of 
the  surgeon  was  aroused,  and  at  his  request 
Mr.  Crittenden  became  his  orderly.  He  was 
soon  afterward  appointed  to  the  duty  of  teach- 
ing volunteer  nurses  how  to  do  up  wounds,  and 
then  became  ward  master  at  the  Mower  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  Chestnut  Hjill,  Pa.  Lee’s  rapid 
advance  North  made  “all  well  enough”  hasten 
to  join  their  commands.  Mr.  Crittenden  did 
not  rejoin  his  regiment  until  after  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg.  He  served  therewith  until  they 
went  into  the  trenches  at  Petersburg,  where 
he  was  excused  from  duty  on  account  of  in- 
juries received  in  the  Wilderness.  But  he  was 
anxious  for  duty,  and  volunteered  to  command 
a detail  sent  out  to  protect  the  supply  station, 
in  the  rear  of  Petersburg,  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps.  His 
ability  in  the  performance  of  this  work  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  his  superior  officers,  and 
he  was  made  commissary  sergeant  in  charge 
of  officers’  stores,  serving  in  that  capacity  until 
the  surrender  of  Lee,  when  he  joined  his  regi- 
ment on  the  return  march  through  Richmond  to 
Bailey’s  Cross  Roads.  He  received  his  dis- 
charge June  10,  1865,  and  returned  to  Middle- 
town,  where  he  had  been  but  once  during  his 
three  years’  service.  Mr.  Crittenden  took  part 
in  twenty-five  of  the  thirty-four  engagements 
participated  in  by  his  regiment,  and  passed 
through  many  varied  experiences. 

After  his  return  home  our  subject  spent 
three  weeks  visiting  his  relatives  and  friends, 
and  on  July  1st  resumed  the  position  of 
shipping  clerk  with  Wilcox  & Hall.  He 
was  in  that  capacity  but  a few  weeks 
when  he  took  a position  as  traveling  rep- 


resentative of  the  firm,  marking  the  begin- 


ning of  a quarter  of  a century  of  that 
work.  While  on  the  road  Mr.  Crittenden  cov- 
ered a wide  territory,  extending  from  Prince 
Edward  Island  down  the  Atlantic  coast,  over 
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the  Great  Lakes  and  including  St.  Lawrence 
river  cities.  As  a salesman  his  success  was  only 
in  keeping  with  that  which  had  attended  every 
previous  connection  he  had  with  the  business. 
His  coming  in  contact  with  the  practical  men 
who  used  his  goods  afforded  him  an  opportunity 
to  study  that  side  of  the  business  which  would 
have  been  impossible  in  any  other  capacity.  It 
also  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  study  men  and 
things,  all  of  which  served  to  broaden  his  mind 
and  views,  as  he  is  naturally  a close  observer. 

On  January  I,  1869,  the  firm  of  Wilcox, 
Crittenden  & Co.  was  formed,  Mr.  Crittenden 
becoming  a member  of  the  house.  His  princi- 
pal work  was  on  the  road  until  1890,  when 
he  gave  up  that  part  of  the  business,  and  he  has 
since  taken  a very  prominent  part  in  the  man- 
agement. The  firm  is  to-day  probably  the  lead- 
ing concern  in  the  ship  chandlery  business  in 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Crittenden  is  a thor- 
oughly practical  man  in  the  business,  and  in  no 
sense  a specialist,  one  of  his  most  valuable 
characteristics  being  his  familiarity  with  every 
detail,  whether  in  the  mechanical  department  or 
in  the  office.  His  forty-three  years’  experience 
in  the  business,  in  various  connections,  and  his 
association  with  different  departments,  entitle 
him  to  the  foremost  position  he  holds  among 
manufacturers  in  his  line  in  the  United  States, 
and  cause  him  to  be  regarded  as  an  authority 
in  the  manufacture  of  ship  chandlery.  Since 
1894  he  has  been  a director  of  the  Middletown 
Savings  Bank. 

On  April  14,  1869,  Mr.  Crittenden  married 
Miss  Mary  Louise  Ferree,  daughter  of  Enoch 
Chapin  and  Josephine  B.  (Cook)  Ferree.  Her 
father  was  a merchant  and  prominent  business 
man  in  his  day.  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Crittenden  have 
no  children,  but  Miss  Maud  C.  Ferree,  a niece 
of  Mrs.  Crittenden,  has  made  her  home  with 
them  from  the  age  of  nine  years. 

Mr.  Crittenden  is  a Republican,  taking  the 
interest  of  a good  citizen  in  politics  and  public 
affairs,  though  never  seeking  office.  He  votes* 
for  the  best  man  in  local  affairs,  regardless  of 
their  party  affiliation,  but  in  State  and  National 
matters  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  Fraternally 
he  is  a member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  F.  & A., 
M. ; Washington  Chapter;  and  Cyrene  Com- 
mandery.  Fie  is  also1  a member  of  the  Middle- 
town  Conversational  Club;  the  Middletown  Sci- 
entific Association  ; and  probably  to  him  more 
than  to  any  other  one  man  is  due  the  credit 
for  the  organization  of  the  Middlesex  County 


Historical  Society,  the  presidency  of  which  he 
declined,  and  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  most 
active  members,  taking  a keen  interest  in  the 
workings  of  that  organization.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Mansfield  Post,  No.  53,  G.  A.  R., 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
the  Second  Corps  Club.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Crittenden  are  members  of  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church,  in  which  he  is  a deacon  and 
member  of  the  society’s  committee. 

In  private  life  Mr.  Crittenden  is  modest  and 
unostentatious,  a man  whose  success  in  busi- 
ness, or  whose  high  standing  as -a- citizen,  is 
not  evidenced  by  even  the  slightest. show  or 
claim.  His  success  is  far  beyond  the  ordinary, 
and  distinctively  of  his  own  creation.  Pos- 
sessed of  unusual  capacity,  he  has  the  faculty 
of  being  able  to  dispose  of  an  immense  amount 
of  business  and  yet  have,  to  all  appearances, 
plenty  of  leisure.  He  is  very  courteous,  easy- 
going, always  has  a pleasant  smile,  never  passes 
an  acquaintance  without  speaking,  seeming  to 
have  time  to  stop  and  chat,  and  yet  he  never 
neglects  the  great  volume  of  business  which  in 
connection  with  the  firm  must  pass  through  his 
hands.  Seldom  is  found  a more  pleasing  per- 
sonality. Mr.  Crittenden  is  not  lacking  in  pub- 
lic spirit,  in  fact,  few  men  in  his  city  to-day 
take  as  keen  an  interest  in  the  city’s  welfare 
as  he  does,  and  he  never  shirks  his  duties  as  a 
loyal  citizen.  Though  not  a public  man,  being 
averse  to  holding  office,  he  is  ever  ready  to  do 
good  along. the  line  of  any  worthy  cause,  with 
either  his  money  or  his  personal  labor.  A man 
of  the  strictest  integrity,  of  refined  tastes,  a 
reader  of  good  literature,  popular  with  his  fel- 
low citizens,  and  with  a perfect  home  life,  Al- 
bert R.  Crittenden  is  indeed  a credit  to  an  old 
and  honorable  ancestry. 

HON.  HIRAM  VEAZEY,  whose  death 
occurred  at  his  home  in  East  Hampton  No- 
vember 23,  1889,  was  a man  of  prominence 
and  influence  in  Middlesex  county  for  a long 
period,  having  filled  positions  of  honor  and 
trust  in  the  performance  of  which  he  was  al- 
ways efficient  and  faithful. 

Born  November  11,  1816,  in  the  village  in 
w|hich  he  died,  Mr.  Veazey  was  the  son  of 
Eleazer  and  Elizabeth  (West)  Veazey,  farm- 
ing people  of  the  town  of  Chatham,  Middlesex 
Co.,  Conn.,  of  whom  more  extended  mention 
is  made  in  the  sketch  of  Deloc  D.  Brown,  else- 
where. 
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, Hiram.  Veazey  at  intervals,  while  working 
on  his  father's  farm,  attended  the  neighbor- 
hood schools  until  nineteen  years  of  age.  Prior 
to  this  time  he  had  also-  worked  to*  some  ex- 
tent in  the  bell  foundry  of  Goff  & Abell,  and 
acquired  a practical  knowledge  of  the  manu- 
facture of  bells.  Subsequently  he  spent  twO' 
years  in  an  iron  foundry  in  New  Jersey.  Re- 
turning to  his  native  State  in  1839,  he  in  con- 
nection with  his  brother  commenced  the  busi- 
ness of  bell  manufacturing  at  East  Hampton. 
Later  our  subject  retired  from:  the  firm!  and 
purchased  the  business  of  Goff  & Abell  in  the 
same  village,  taking  a ten-years  lease  of  the 
water  privilege  used  by  them.  He  next  formed 
a partnership  with  Charles  A.  Buell,  which 
continued  for  ten  years.  In  1859  he  and  Al- 
fred B.  White  formed  a partnership  and  comr 
menced  the  manufacture  of  a patent  door  bell 
in  connection  with  other  bells,  which  proved 
a great  success.  In  1882  Mr.  Veazey  retired. 
Mjr.  Veazey  all  through  life  took  quite  an  ac- 
tive part  in  politics,  and  his  ability,  integrity 
and  popularity  made  his  services  acceptable  to 
his  fellow  citizens,  who'  frequently  honored 
him  with  election  to  offices  of  responsibility 
and  honor.  In  1855  he  was  sent  by  the  citi- 
zens of  his  town  to  the  General  Assembly,  and 
again  in  1877;  during  the  last  term  he  served 
on  the  colnmittee  on  Finance.  He  was  always 
an  enterprising  and  public-spirited  citizen,  ever 
ready  to'  assist  any  movement  to'  advance  the 
interests  of  his  town  and  community.  Pbs- 
sessing  rare  judgment,  he  was  cautious  and 
therefore  trustworthy  in  any  business  entrust- 
ed to'  his  care,  and  proved  a very  successful 
business  man.  Pie  was  a man  of  unquestioned 
integrity  and  strictly  honorable,  SO'  that  his 
word  was  always  as  good  as  his  bond. 

On  September  27,  1842,  Mr.  Veazey  was 
married  to  Belinda,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Anna  (Avery)  Bevin,  of  East  Hhmpton,  the 
Bevins  being  one  of  the  old  and  prominent 
families  of  Middlesex  county.  Mb.  and  Mrs. 
Veazey  died  without  issue. 

HON.  LYMAN  ALLEN  MILLS  was 
born  in  Middlefield  (then  a part  of  Mid- 
dletown), Middlesex  County,  February  25, 
1841,  the  son  of  Rev.  Charles  Lewis 
Mills,  a Congregational  minister,  a graduate 
of  Yale  College  in  the  class  of  1835,  and  Eliza- 
beth Coe  Lyman,  daughter  of  William  Ly- 
man, of  Middlefield,  Conn.  He  comes  from  old 


New  England  stock,  descending  through  both 
his  father  and  mother  from  Robert  Coe,  of  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  England,  who-  emigrated 
to  this  country  in  1634.  Through  his  father 
he  is  descended  from  John  and  Priscilla  Alden, 
of  the  “Mayflower’''  pilgrims  (1620).  His 
mother,  Elizabeth  Coe  Lyman,  was  a descend- 
ant of  I homas  Welles,  fourth  governor  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  who  served  in  1655 
and  1658;  and  of  Richard  Lyman,  who  came 
to  America  from  High  Ongar,  County  of  Es- 
sex, England,  in  1631.  Mr.  Mills  is  nephew  of 
the  late  David  Lyman. 

In  boyhood  Lyman  A.  Mills  attended  the 
academies  of  Durham,  Conn.,  and  North 
Bridgewater,  Mass.,  and  early  developed'  an 
aptitude  for  business  and  financial  affairs.  He 
has  devoted  himself  chiefly  to  manufacturing 
and  to'  the  care  and  management  of  various 
properties  and  estates,  in  which  his  great  en- 
ergy  and  native  ability  have  won  for  him  sig- 
nal success.  A Republican  in  politics,  Mr. 
Mills  represented  his  town  in  the  General  As- 
sembly of  1893,  serving  on  the  committee  on 
Finance.  In  November,  1898,  he  was  elected 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, by  a handsome  majority — Middlesex  coun- 
ty gave  to  him  her  largest  vote  given  at  that 
time  upon  the  State  ticket.  Lieut.  Gov.  Mills 
was  an  eminently  successful  presiding  officer  of 
the  Senate.  His  integrity  and  fidelity  in  every 
trust  have  gained  for  him  an  honorable  reputa- 
tion, and  secured  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
the  people  of  his  State.  He  is  president  of  The 
Lyman  Gun  Sight  Corporation,  a director  of 
The  American  Wringer  Company,  a trustee  of 
the  Middletown  Savings  Bank,  and  president  of 
The  Levi  E.  Coe  Library  Association,  and  holds 
other  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He 
has  been  identified  with  the  Congregational 
church  in  Middlefield,  and  interested  in  its 
management  for  forty  years. 

Mr.  Mills  has  been  for  many  years  a breed- 
•er  of  choice  Jersey  cattle,  and  has  advanced 
the  interests  of  dairy  farming  in  America 
through  the  well  known:  herds  of  Jerseys  raised 
upon  his  farm. 

On  June  6,  1866,  Mr.  Mills  married  Jane 
Louisa,  daughter  of  Deacon  Alfred  Andrews, 
of  New  Britain,  Conn.,  the  author  of  the  “An- 
drews Family  Genealogy,”  “Stephen  Hart  and 
his  Descendants,”  and  “The  History  of  New 
Britain.”  Mrs.  Mills  traces  her  lineage  to  the 
emigrant  ancestors  Thomas  Hooker;  Thomas 
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Welles,  fourth  governor  of  the  Connecticut 
Colony;  William  Leete,  seventh  governor  of 
the  Connecticut  Colony;  and  Caj_t.  Thomas 
Willet,  one  of  the  Plymouth  pilgrims,  who  be- 
came the  first  mayor  of  New  York.  The  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  are  Herbert  Lee, 
born  February  26,  1868,  and  Charles  Row- 
land, born  January  28,  1877,  who  live,  respect- 
ively, in  New  Britain  and  Middlefield. 

RT.  REV.  JOHN  WILLIAMS,  D.  D., 
LL.  D.,  Bishop  of  Connecticut,  and  the  senior 
bishop  of  the  house  of  bishops  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church  in  America,  died  at  the  Episcopal 
residence  in  Middletown  on  February  7,  1899. 

Bishop  Williams  Was  born  in  Old  or  North 
Deerfield,  Mass.,  August  30,  1817.  He  was 
■the  only  child  of  Ephraim  Williams — a law- 
1 yer,  and  author  of  the  first  volume  of  the  M'as- 
] sachusetts  reports — and  Emily  (Trowbridge) 

I Williamjs.  His  parents  were  Unitarians,  and 
he  was  educated  in  that  faith.  He  attended 
school  at  the  academy  in  his  native  town, 
which  was  considered  an  excellent  institution, 
and  later  was  sent  to  Northfield,  where  there 
was  an  academy  with  a high  reputation.  In 
1831  he  entered  Harvard  College,  where  he 
remained  two  years.  There  he  had  an  inti- 
mate friend,  afterward  Rev.  Benjamin  Da- 
vis, and  in  consecpience  of  discussions  with 
j him  and  of  careful  study  of  the  prayer  book, 
lie  determined  to  connect  himself  with  the 
I Episcopal  Church.  On  account  of  the  change 
he  wished  to  be  transferred  to  a Church  col- 
lege, and  accordingly,  with  the  cordial  con- 
! sent  of  his  father,  he  left  Harvard  and  en- 
tered what  was  then  Washington  (now  Trini- 
I ty)  College,  at  Hartford.  This  brought  him 
into  relations  with  Bishop  Brownell,  who  had 
resigned  the  presidency  of  the  college  in  1831, 
and  continued  to  live  in  Hartford  and  take  an 
i active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  college,  and 
with  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  F.  Jarvis,  then  one  of 
its  professors.  Fie  graduated  in  1835.  In  the 
autumli  of  that  year,  having  become  a candi- 
date for  holy  orders,  he  entered  the  Theological 
Seminary  in  New  York,  but  after  a short  time 
lie  was  called  home  by  the  illness  of  his  father, 
and  remained  with  him  until  his  death.  Then, 
after  a little  delay  in  Hartford,  he  came  to 
Mjiddletown,  Conn.,  to  resume  his  theological 
studies  with  Rev.  Dr.  Jarvis,  who  had  be- 
come rector  of  Christ  Church,  now  the  Church 

of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  Mjiddletown.  Having 
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completed  his  studies,  he  was  ordained  deacon, 
together  with  his  friend,  Abner  Jackson  (aft- 
erward successively  a tutor  and  professor  in 
Trinity,  and  president  first  of  Hobart  and  then 
of  Trinity  College),  by  Bishop  Brownell,  in 
the  church  at  Middletown,  September  2,  1838. 
After  his  ordination  he  continued  a tutor  in 
Trinity  College,  a position  which  he  had  taken 
in  1837,  until  1840.  Being  still  below  the 
canonical  age  of  twenty-four  recpiired  for  or- 
dination to  the  priesthood,  he  went  abroad 
with  his  mother  for  a little  less  than  a year, 
spending  most  of  the  time  in  England  and 
Scotland,  although  he  also  made  a short  visit 
to  Paris. 

On  his  return  to  this  country  he  became 
assistant  to  Rev.  Dr.  Jarvis,  at  Middletown, 
for  one  year,  and  in  1842,  was  called  to  the 
rectorship  of  St.  George's  Church,  Schenecta- 
dy, N.  Y.  In  1848  he  was  elected  president  of 
Trinity  College,  and  removed  to  Hartford. 
He  was  then  only  thirty-one,  and  the  an- 
nouncement of  his  election  was  received  with 
great  enthusiasm.  In  connection  with  the  pres- 
idency Dr.  Williams  held  the  professorship 
of  history  and  literature.  Bishop  Brownell 
was  now  advanced  in  years,  and  in  1851,  when 
lie  was  already  past  “three-score  years  and  ten,v 
it  became  necessary  to  elect  an  assistant  bishop. 
The  choice  fell  with  unanimity  upon  Dr.  Will- 
iams, and  he  was  consecrated  in  St.  John's 
Church,  Hartford,  October  29,  1851.  The  in- 
creasing infirmity  of  Bishop  Brownell  threw 
upon  him)  nearly  the  whole  work  of  the  dio- 
cese, but  he  nevertheless  retained  the  presiden- 
cy of  Trinity  College  two  years  longer,  finally 
resigning  in  1853. 

During  his  presidency,  and  chiefly  through 
his  exertions,  the  very  small  endowment  of  the 
college  was  considerably  increased.  When  he 
resigned  the  office  of  president  he  still  re- 
tained that  of  vice-chancellor,  becoming  chan- 
cellor, ex-officio,  on  the  death  of  Bishop  Brown- 
ell, and  his  native  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  college  never  flagged.  In  the  year  1854 
lie  removed  to  Middletown  with  his  lvfother  and 
ever  after  resided  there.  The  occasion  for  this 
change  of  residence  was  the  incorporation  of 
the  Berkeley  Divinity  School,  for  which  Mid- 
dletown w as  considered  the  most  suitable  loca- 
tion. This  school  has  grown  out  of  the  theo- 
logical department  of  Trinity  College,  which 
existed  during  his  presidency.  On  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  DSvinitv  School  he  became  its 
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dean,  and  he  always  took  his  full  share  in  the 
instruction  of  its  students,  in  addition  to  his 
abundant  labors  as  bishop  of  the  diocese. 

On  January  13,  1865,  Bishop  Brownell 
died  and  Bishop  William's  became  the  sole  bish- 
op of  the  diocese.  He  lived  to-  see  a remarka- 
ble development  of  its  strength  and  vig'or  un- 
der his  able  administration.  The  number  of  its 
parishes  has  increased  largely,  while  that  of 
its  clergy  has  grown  in  a still  larger  ratio  ; 
the  number  of  families  connected  with  it  has 
more  than  doubled,  while  the  confirmations 
have  nearly  tripled.  There  have  also'  been 
founded,  in  connection  with  the  various  par- 
ishes, a number  of  charitable  institutions,  such 
as  homes  for  the  aged  and  infirm,  and  for 
orphans.  The  contributions  for  parochial  and 
benevolent  purposes  have  multiplied  forty-fold. 

Honorary  degrees  of  S.  T.  D.,  or  D.  D., 
were  received  by  the  Bishop  from  Union  Col- 
lege in  1847,  from  Trinity  in  1849,  from  Co- 
lumbia in  1851,  and  from  Yale  in  1883;  that 
of  LL.  D.  was  conferred  by  Hobart  College 
in  1870.  The  Bishop's  mother  died  in  1872, 
on  the  day  of  the  ordination  of  the  graduating 
class  of  the  Berkeley  Divinity  School.  With 
that  faithfulness  at  once,  to  filial  and  to  official 
duty  which  characterized  his  whole  life,  the 
Bishop  remained  at  her  side  during  the  early 
part  of  the  service,  giving  directions  that  he 
should  be  summoned  when  his  official  duty  be- 
gan. Before  that  moment  arrived  Mrs.  Will- 
iams had  passed  to  her  rest,  and  the  bishop, 
having  watched  her  last  breath,  entered  the 
chancel  to  bestow  the  authority  of  the  minis- 
try upon  the  young  men  whom  he  had  trained 
for  its  duties. 

According  to  the  rule  prevailing  from  the 
organization  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  this 
country,  the  oldest  of  the  bishops  in  the  order 
of  consecration  has  always  been  the  presiding 
bishop  of  the  Church.  In  the  growth  of  the 
Church  this  office,  which  at  one  time  was 
of  little  more  than  formal  honor,  has  gradual- 
ly become  of  considerable  responsibility  and 
importance.  At  the  general  convention  of  1883 
the  rule  Was  so  far  changed  that  Bishop"  Will- 
iams, then  being  fourth  in  order  of  seniority, 
was  chosen;  chairman  of  the  House  od  Bishops 
and  “assessor"  (a  new  office)  to  the  presiding 
bishop.  He  thus  became  practically  the  recog- 
nized head  of  the  American  Episcopal  Church. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion the  American  Church  applied  to  the  Eng- 


lish Church  for  the  consecration  of  bishops. 
Dr.  Samuel  Seaburv  was  the  one  chosen  by 
the  Church  in  Connecticut,  and  sent  to  England 
for  this  purpose.  It  was  found,  however,  that 
the  connection  of  the  Church  in  England  with 
the  State  interposed  serious  obstacles  to  the 
granting  of  the  request.  After  long  negotia- 
tions and  tedious  delays,  of  the  successful  ter- 
mination of  which  there  seemed  little  hope, 
Dr.  Seaburv,  in  accordance  with  his  instruc- 
tions, finally  turned  to  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
and  was  duly  consecrated  at  Aberdeen,  No- 
vember 14,  1784.  This  event  supplied  the 
American  Church  with  the  long-desired  Epis- 
copacy, and  was  the  turning  point  in  the  ne- 
gotiations by  which  two  other  bishops,  White 
and  Provost,  were  consecrated  in  England, 
February  4,  1787,  and  a third,  Madison,  Sep- 
tember 19,  1790.  Bishop  Seabury,  however, 
was  the  first  presiding  bishop  of  the  American 
Church.  It  was  deemed  eminently  fitting  that 
the  centennial  anniversary  of  his  consecration 
should  be  observed  at  Aberdeen,  and  Bishop 
Williams,  with  several  of  the  other  bishops  and 
several  of  the  clergy  of  Connecticut,  was  pres- 
ent by  invitation  upon  the  occasion.  Bishop 
Williams,  as  the  direct  successor  of  Bishop 
Seabury,  and  as  the  representative  of  the 
American  Church,  preached  the  especial  ser- 
mon of  the  anniversary,  and  spent  several 
months  in  Scotland  and  England. 

Bishop  Williams’  literary  works  include 
many  valuable  contributions  to  the  “American 
Church  Quarterly  Review,”  the  “Churchmjan” 
and  other  periodicals : a charge  on  “Everlast- 
ing Punishment”  (1865),  “Ancient  Hymjns  of 
Holy  Church”  ( 1845),  “Thoughts  on  the  Gos- 
pel Miracles”  (1848),  Paddock  lectures  on  the 
“English  Reformation”  (1881),  Bedell  lec- 
tures on  the  “World’s  Witness  to  Jesus 
Christ”  (1882),  historical  sermons  on  the 
“Seabury  Centenary”  (1885),  and  “Studies 
in  the  Book  of  Acts”  (18S8). 

Bishop  Williams  was  famous  as  a bishop 
and  as  a wit.  His  humor  was  of  a character 
that  was  subtle,  and  his  manner  dignified,  yet 
gentle,  kindly  and  lovable.  His  personality 
attracted  to'  him  the  love  o«f  his  people,  and  to 
them  there  will  never  be  another  Bishop  Will- 
iams. He  was  a great  and  good  man. 

ELISHA  BOURNE  NYE,  M.  D.,  late  of 
Middletown,  where  through  a long  period  of 
years  he  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
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profession,  was  born  November  7,  1812,  at 
Sandwich,  Mass.,  son  of  Braddock  Nye,  a. 
captain  of  a merchant  ship,  and  Martha 
Bourne,  whose  father  was  an  old  resident  of 
Eastern  Massachusetts. 

When  the  son  wfas  five  years  of  age  his 
parents  removed  to  Middletown,  Conn.,  where 
they  resided  until  their  death.  Their  son  at- 
tended a private  school  kept  by  Elijah  Garfield, 
afterward  completing  his  preparatory  course 
for  college  at  the  Wesleyan  Academy,  at  Wil- 
braham,  Mass.  He  entered  the  Wesleyan 
University  in  the  autumn  of  1831,  and  made 
j the  first  recitation  ever  made  in  that  insti- 
tution, graduating  with  the  first  class  which 
completed  its  full  curriculum,  in  1835,  the  num- 
ber of  the  graduating  class  being  thirteen.  Dr. 

. Fisk,  the  president,  requested  him  to-  deliver 
i the  valedictory  address,  but  he  declined  to 
accept  the  honor,  'preferring  it  should  be  as- 
signed to  some  of  his  classmates.  He  imme- 
diately after  graduation  began  the  study  of 
medicine  with  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  then  one  of 
the  leading  physicians  of  Middletown,  and  aft- 
erward pursued  his  medical  studies  with  Drs. 
Eli  and  Nathan  B.  Ives,  of  New  Haven,  at- 
tending lectures  at  the  Yale  Medical  College, 
where  he  graduated  Doctor  of  Medicine  in 
1837.  Ele  settled  soon  after  in  Moodus,  a so- 
ciety of  the  town  of  East  Haddam,  Conn., 
where  he  strove  faithfully  to  make  a successful 
career,  upon  fees  ranging  from  twenty-five 
to  fifty  cents  for  a visit,  some  paid  in  cash, 

1 some  in  barter,  and  a large  proportion  unpaid. 
I have  often  heard  him  relate  how  his  prices 
, were  those  of  his  senior  fellows  and  neighbor- 
ing confreres,  and  how  difficult  it  was  to  make 
both  ends  meet  during  those  fourteen  years 
• jof  hard  Work  in  his  profession.  He  did,  how- 
ever, accomplish  success  in  many  ways  during 
this  period ; being  a close  student  he  improved 
his  few  leisure  hours  in  the  study  of  his  cases, 
while  his  country  rides  afforded  him  an  op- 
portunity to1  become  a thorough  student  of 
jotany,  of  which  science  lie  became  a very 
i oroficient  master.  Dr.  Nye  made  a success  in 
horoughly  ingratiating  himself  into  the  hearts 
if  the  people,  so  that  the  prominent  citizens, 
.vhcn  he  prepared  to  go  to  Middletown,  be- 
sought him  to-  remain  and  charge  them  what 
ees  he  thought  were  satisfactory,  but  an  open- 
ng  then  presenting  itself  he  went  to  Middle- 
own  in  tlic  early  fifties,  with  a large  family, 
ittle  wealth,  but  a fine  education  and  a hard 
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practical  experience,  necessary  capacity  and 
power — grand  elements  to  insure  success.  He 
very  soon  became  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
of  Middlesex  county,  highly  esteemed  by  his 
fellows  and  the  laity,  and  built  up  a very  suc- 
cessful practice,  which  he  retained,  only  lim- 
ited by  his  physical  strength,  until  the  date  of 
his  death,  March  7,  1889,  after  an  illness  of 
six  days,  caused  by  pneumonia  contracted 
while  making  a visit  four  miles  from  the  city. 

On  November  20,  1837,  Dr.  Nye  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Caroline  Hubbard,  of  Middle- 
town,  and  to  them  were  born  eight  children, 
only  two  of  whom,  a son  and  a daughter,  sur- 
vived the  father.  Mrs.  N’ye  died  August  24, 
1S77,  after  a long  and  painful  illness. 

Dr.  Nye  was  from  boyhood  a member  of 
and  commiunicant  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  a thoroughly  consistent  Chris- 
tian in  his  daily  life,  interested  in  his  church, 
and  contributing  generously  to-  its  support. 
So  loyal  was  he  to  his  Alma  Mater — the  Wes- 
leyan University,  that  he  made  that  institution 
his  residuary  legatee  after  the  death  of  his  chil- 
dren. His  affection  for  the  college  was  earn- 
est and  deep,  like  that  of  an  oldest  child  for 
its  parent. 

There  were  few  offices  of  honor  and  trust 
in  his  community  which  had  not  been  filled  by 
Dr.  Nye.  He  served  the  town  for  many  years 
on  the  board  of  education ; the  city  for  many 
years  in  the  city  government  as  councilman 
and  alderman;  the  State  as  trustee  for  the 
Hospital  for  the  Insane.  Hfe  was  a trustee 
of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank,  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex Mutual  Assurance  Company,  and  a di- 
rector of  the  Middletown  National  Bank,  Ire- 
sides,  at  various  times,  of  many  manufactur- 
ing companies.  As  a citizen  he  was,  as  in 
everything  else,  faithful,  loyal  and  public- 
spirited,  often  to  his  pecuniary  disadvantage, 
but  never  discouraged.  He  was  a member  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  and  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society,  of  which  he 
was  president  in  18484,  and  vice-president 
in  1883.  The  subject  of  his  presidential 
address  was:  “Hie  Medical  Profession, 

and  its  Claims  to  the  Respect  and  Grati- 
tude of  the  Community."  Dr.  Nye  was  often 
president  of  the  Middlesex  Countv  Medical  So- 
ciety, and  was  for  a great  many  years  its 
clerk.  These  manv  compliments  were  no  mean 
| honor  for  one  individual,  and  they  always 
[ came  to  him!  unsolicited  on  bis  part,  bestowed 
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by  his  appreciative  friends.  He  often  wrote 
articles  for  the  local  papers,  and  some  very 
clever  ones.  A poem  entitled  “A  Consulta- 
tion,” which  was  originally  published  in  one 
of  the  local  papers,  is  worthy  of  the  pen  of 
“The  Autocrat  of  the  Breakfast  Table,”  bright 
and  satirical.  Dr.  Nye  had  a cultured  literary 
taste,  and,  like  the  clever  English  statesman 
who  led  the  Liberal  Party,  enjoyed  an  hour 
with  his  classics,  his  Homer,  Horace  and  Gil 
Bias,  in  the  original. 

While  a resident  of  Moodus,  Dr.  Nye  in- 
vestigated the  famous  so-called  “Moodus 
Noises,”  and  gave  the  result  of  his  observa- 
tions and  study  of  these  small  earthquakes  to 
the  local  literary  society  of  that  village,  which 
rejoiced  in  the  somewhat  pretentious  name  of 
Middlesex  County  Lyceum.  In  1852  he  pub- 
lished the  paper  in  the  National  Magazine. 
The  Connecticut  Medical  Society’s  Proceed- 
ings for  1865  contains  a paper  on  “Specifics;” 
that  of  1868,  a memoir  of  Datus  Williams, 
M.  D.,  of  East  Haddam,  father  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  phenomenal  Chemical  Bank,  of  New 
York;  of  1870,  a memoir  of  William  B.  Ca- 
sey, M.  D.,  for  so  many  years  the  leading 
physician  of  Middlesex  county;  of  1878.  a 
memoir  of  B.  D.  MjcGuire,  a young  physician 
from]  Canada,  who  practiced  a few!  years  at 
Middletown. 

Such,  in  part,  was  the  unostentatious  ca- 
reer of  our  late  associate  fellow,  one  worthy 
of  his  lovely,  kind,  sensitive,  and  well  dis- 
ciplined character.  He  was  a hero  in  overcom- 
ing many  difficulties,  disappointments  and 
griefs  which  wreck  strong  men.  Through 
hard  early  professional  struggles ; illpaid  serv- 
ices; domestic  grief  (for  he  buried  his  wife 
and  six  children,  the  eldest  daughter  after  a 
short  illness,  the  beautiful  young  wife  of  Prof. 
Cumnock,  the  well-known  elocutionist  of  the 
Northwestern  University  at  Evanston,  111.)  ; 
through  many  financial  reverses ; through  all 
his  varied  experiences  he  maintained  the  same 
quiet  humor,  the  same  undisturbed  exterior, 
the  same  gentle  suavity.  His  estimate  of  men 
was  of  a high  standard,  and  having  once  as- 
certained their  worth  he  did  not  easily  lose 
confidence  in  their  character.  It  was  a sad- 
ness to  seem  to  have  wronged  such  a nature, 
not  SO'  much  from!  the  subjective  sense  of  in- 
jured conscience,  but  that  one  had  caused  pain 
to*  a just  and  sensitive  friend  who  would  never 
have  done  you  a similar  unkindness.  He  was 


one  who-  not  only  would  do  nothing  question- 
able in  his  professional  relations,  but  who 
would  not  allow  himself  to  be  placed  in  !■ 
a position  which  seemed  to  throw  a possible 
shade  of  doubt  around  that  relation.  His 
medical  confreres  felt  perfectly  safe  in  his  j 
hands,  whether  as  consultant  or  locum  tenens. 
Self-interest  was  forgotten,  and  professional 
rectitude  was  the  keynote  of  his  relations 
to  his  fellow  practitioners.  He  was  by  no 
means  a piece  of  blank  paper  because  kind 
in  his  professional  generosity,  but  had  always  t 
a decided  opinion  and  one  that  to  his 
junior  co- workers  was  a stay  and  support,  for 
he  never  lost  his  head,  but  was  a quiet  balance  1 
wheel  in  a critical  moment,  when  perhaps  the 
only  hope  came  fromi  his  hopeful  expression 
and  steady  self-possession.  [The  above  sketch 
of  Dr.  Nye  was  written  by  Francis  D.  Edger- 
ton,  M.  A.,  Ml  D.,  and  published  in  the  pro^ 
ceedings  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society 
for  1889. — Ed.  I 

i 

ABNER  NEWTON,  Sr.,  founder  of  The  j 
Constitution,  of  which  journal  he  was  the  ; 
senior  editor  and  publisher,  and  which  he  con- 
ducted  for  a third  of  a century,  died  at  his  1 
residence  in  Middletown  May  28,  1871,  in  the  ’ 
seventy-sixth  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Newton  was  a son  of  Deacon  Abner 
and  Abigail  (Fairchild)  Newton  (a  sketch  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere),  and  was  born  April 
19,  1796,  in  Hartford,  Conn.  His  father,  who 
w!as  born  Decemlber  19,  1764,  served  in  the 
patriot  army  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
The  family  took  up  their  residence  in  Dur-  j 
ham  when  Abner  was  in  the  ninth  year  of  : 
his  age.  He  learned  the  printing  trade  in  the  ; 
office  of  the  Hartford  Courant,  and  was  subse- 
quently in  the  printing  business  in  that  city, 
in  the  firm  of  Hamlin  & Newton,  publishing  ( 
the  Connecticut  Mirror  for  one  year.  Thence  ■ 
he  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  a jour- 
neyman printer,  and  he  worked  in  the  sarnie 
capacity  in  New  York.  In  about  1831  he  was 
a member  of  the  firm  of  Peck  & Newton, 
in  New  Haven,  engaged  in  printing  news- 
papers, standard  works  and  also  a reprint 
or  the  British  Quarterly  Review,  they  being 
the  first  to  undertake  that  work  in  this ; 
country.  The  firm  was  the  first  to  em- 
ploy a power  printing  press  in  Connecti- . 
cut  (the  old  style  Adams  press),  and  to 
teach  girls  the  art  of  printing.  In  1838  Mr.  ■ 
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Newton  began  the  publication  of  The  Constitu- 
tion in  Middletown,  at  the  request  of  promi- 
nent members  of  the  Whig  party  there,  and  for 
thirty-three  years  thereafter  he  led  a very  in- 
dustrious life  in  the  conduct  of  that  paper. 
He  was  thoroughly  devoted  to  his  profession, 
and  during  his  active  years  was  rarely  ab- 
sent from  his  office  in  business  hours.  As  an 
j editor  he  was  cautious  in  his  judgments,  firm 
| in  his  opinions,  and  ever  faithful  to-  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  party.  During  his  long  years  of 
service  he  retained  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
his  associates,  his  contemporaries,  and  his  fel- 
low citizens  generally.  He  was  genial  in  his 
intercourse  with  others,  and  was  possessed  of  a 
kindly  and  quiet  humor  that  always  gave  a 
i cordiality  and  cheerfulness  to  his  greeting, 
!■  and  a presence  that  added  inexpressibly  to  his 
j character.  He  Was  long  a consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Abner  Newton,  Sr.,  married  Miss  Sarah 
Hall  and  five  children  were  born  to  them),  a 
brief  record  of  Whom'!  is  as  follows  : ( i ) John 

was  a Congregational  minister,  and  for  several 
years  preached  in  Middle  Haddam  ; he  died  un- 
married, at  Miidclletown,  in  1863.  (2).  Abner, 

Jr.,  is  fully  mentioned  further  on.  (3)  Cor- 
nelia (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Edward 
Johnson,  of  Waterbury.  (4)  Harriet  became 
the  second  wife  of  Edward  Johnson,  husband 
of  Cornelia.  (5)  Fannie  married  Charles 
Church,  of  Waterbury. 

Abner.  Newton,  Jr.,  late  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  The  Constitution,  who  died  at  his 
| home  in  Middletown,  August  28,  1876,  was 
j born  Mfiy  19,  1835,  in  New  Haven,  Conn.. 

His  active  life  was  largely  spent  in  the  office  of 
i The  Constitution,  in  Middletown.  At  his 
i father’s  death,  in  1871,  he  became  sole  editor 
| and  proprietor  of  that  paper,  and  in  July,  1872, 
i commenced,  the  issue  of  a daily  edition,  which 
! was  continued  four  years.  Mr.  Newton’s  last 
! Writing  for  the  press  was  an  editorial,  pub- 
lished in  the  closing  number  of  The  Constitu- 
tion, briefly  setting  forth  the  -reason  for  its 
discontinuance.  At  his  death  Mfr.  Newton  was 
a trustee  of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank, 
a director  of  the  People’s  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, a mjember  of  the  common  council  and  of 
the  board  of  education  of  the  city — important 
positions  which  show  the  confidence  placed  in 
him)  by  the  community,  and  in  them  all  he  was 
eminently  faithful.  lie  was  a notably  indus- 
trious man,  striving  early  and  late  to  build 


up  his  business,  and  to  earn  for  his  family 
an  honest  competence.  He  accomplished  this, 
leaving  his  family  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
homes  in  the  city,  and  in  a pecuniary  sense 
very  comfortable,  but  in  the  domestic  sense 
sadly  bereft.  Mr.  Newton  occupied  an  envia- 
ble position  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  Conducting  for  a long  period  a po- 
litical newspaper,  and  feeling  obliged  to  satis- 
fy a somewhat  exacting  partisanship,  he  with 
great  tact  and  discernment  so  managed  as  to 
Win  the  respect  of  his  opponents,  and  died 
with  no  enemies  except  in  a political  sense.  It 
was  honorable  for  him  to*  die  in  the  harness ; 
to  have  death  find  him  with  his  armor  on,  but 
a sad  want  of  foresight  on  his  part  not  to 
have  long  before  given  his  tired  system  its 
much  needed  relaxation.  He  died  of  hard 
work,  mental  and  physical,  honorable  but  in- 
judicious. 

On  October  30,  1861,  Abner  Newton,  Jr., 
married  Miss  Phoebe  A.  Harris,  who  was  born 
at  South  Farms,  Conn.,  October  12,  1840,  the 
only  child  of  Daniel  and  Hulda  (Coe)  Harris, 
of  Middletown,  Conn.  Mr.  Harris  was  for 
years  connected  with  the  Russell  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  at  South  Farms,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  highly-  respected  <old  citizens  of 
his  time.  He  died  in  June,  1887,  his  wife  in 
March,  1892.  Mrs.  Newton  was  educated  at 
private  schools  in  Middletown,  completing  her 
education  at  Miss  Robertson’s  Seminary  for 
Young  Fadies.  She  is  an  active  member  of 
North  Congregational  Church,  Middletown, 
and  active  in  church  work.  Her  only  child, 
Edith  Harris,  born  June  9,  1869,  was  married 
June  9,  1899,  to  Rev.  Archibald  Ravenscroft 
Balslev,  of  Philadelphia,  an  Episcopal  cler- 
gyman, and  the}'  reside  at  Port  Henry,  N.  Y. ; 
they  have  one  son,  Kenneth  Ravenscroft, 
born  January  2 7,  1901. 

JUDGE  HIRAM  WILLEY.  In  1645 
there  came  to  New  London,  Conn.,  with 
John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  one  who  was  on  record  in 
Boston  and  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  before 
1644.  In  1647  he  was  chosen  with  others  to 
act  in  all  municipal  affairs.  The  first  grantee 
of  house  lots  was  John  Winthrop,  and  the 
fifth  was  Isaac  Willey,  whose  lot  was  located 
on  what  is  upper  Williams  and  Main  streets, 
New  London.  Isaac  Willey  was  appointed  in 
1669  to  represent  the  town  of  New  London  on 
a committee  to  lay  off  the  highway  between 
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Niantic  and  New  London.  His  wife,  Johanna, 
died  in  New  London,  and  he  then  married 
Arina,  widow  of  Andrew  Lester,  who  died  in 
1692.  Isaac  Willey  was  the  father  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Johanna;  Isaac;  Hannah; 

Sarah;  Mary;  John,  born  in  New  London 
about  1648;  and  Abraham,  born  in  1650,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Mortimer.  In  1667  Good- 
wife  Willey  was  presented  to  the  public  court 
for  not  attending  public  worship. 

(II)  John  Willey,  born  in  1648,  was  a vol- 
unteer from  Connecticut  in  King  Philip’s  war, 
and  died  at  Haddam  in  1688.  He  married 
Miriam,  daughter  of  Miles  and  Isabella  Moore, 
and  they  had  the  following  children : Isaac, 
born  January  18,  1670;  Isabella,  October  21, 
1672;  John,  February  24,  1674;  Miriam,  No- 
vember 1,  1677;  Allen,  June  25,  1680;  Abel, 
March  3,  1682 ; and  Mary,  December  10,  1685. 
After  Mr.  Willey’s  death  his  widow,  in  1689, 
married  Samuel  Spencer. 

(III)  John  Willey  (2),  son  of  John,  was 

mentioned  in  grants  of  land  as  Sergt.  John 
Willey.  He  was  married  in  East  Haddam,  in 
October,  1698,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John 
Harvey,  of  New  London,  and  he  died  June  19, 
1756,  in  his  eighty-third  year,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Hadlymle  cemetery.  He  and  his  wife 
had  children  as  follows:  John,  born  May  24, 
1699;  Allen,  September  29,  1700;  Elizabeth, 
December  29,  1701 ; Mary,  December  13,  1703  ; 
Joseph,  April  16,  1705;  Lydia,  April  6,  1709; 
Mehitable,  March  14,  1711;  Lucretia,  June  7, 
1713;  Noah,  August  28,  1716;  Benajah;  Sa- 
rah ; and  Richard.  \ 

(IV)  Allen  Willey,  second  child  in  the 

above  family,  was  married  in  East  Haddam 
May  7,  1730,  to  Mehitable  Richardson,  who 
wa's  born  at  Stoningtoo,  Conn.,  September  13, 
1709,  daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Mehitable 
(Chapman)  Richardson.  This  union  wlas 
blessed  with  children  as  follows : Allen,  born 

February  11,  1731;  John,  October  11,  1732; 
Ann,  June  4,  1734;  Mehitable,  September  29, 
1736;  Lemuel,  March  7,  1738;  Jabez,  May  7, 
1741;  Judah,  April  23,  1743;  Lydia,  June  3, 
1745;  Jabez  (2),  November  22,  1747;  and 
Abraham.  Mrs.  Allen  Willey  died  May  5, 
1778,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine,  and  was  buried 
in  Hadlyme.  Allen  Willey  • died  February 
7,  1780,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  was 
also  buried  in  Hadlyme. 

(V)  Abraham  Willey,  the  youngest  child 
in  the  above  family,  was  born  in  East  Had- 


dam, Conn.,  Mpy  11,  1750.  He  served  first 
as  an  ensign  or  second  lieutenant  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  in  1782  was  promoted  to 
captain.  He  was  married  January  12,  1773,  j 
to  Susannah  Beckwith,  a daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Susannah  Beckwith.  In  1804  he  moved  , 
to  Ira,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  May  12,  1841, 
at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years.  His  wife,  who 
lived  toi  be  eighty-one  years  of  age,  died  No- 
vember 10,  1835.  Their  children  were : Anna,  1 
born  October  19,  1773,  married  April  26,  1791, 
Gen.  Ely  Matson,  a son  of  William  Matson; 
Ethan  Allen  was  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Mehitable  R.,  born  March  28,  1780,  married  - 
December  24,  1799,  Robert  B.  Chapman,  son 
of  Francis  Chapman  ; Barach  Beckwith,  born 
March  24,  1782,  married  October  7,  1810,  De- 
borah Reed,  a daughter  of  Ezra  Reed ; Susan 
W.,  born  May  17,  1785,  married  Dr.  Elisha 
Mather,  of  Essex,  and  died  September  3,  1835 ; j 
Abram  W.,  born  May  7,  1787,  died  June  17,  | 
1810;  Matilda,  born  in  1790,  married  October  * 
13,  1812,  Charles  Lock,  and  died  February  j 
25,  1818 ; Panthea,  born  July  29,  1793,  married  1 
(first)  Charles  Lock,  and  (second)  Dr.  Elisha  | 
Mather,  and  died  June  18,  1877;  Deborah,  ! 
born  February  2,  1798,  married  in  1819  Dr.  j, 
Allen  Benton,  of  Ira,  N.  Y.,  and  died  August  j 
23,  1862. 

(VI)  Ethan  Allen  Willey,  born  in  East  , 
Haddam  March  6,  1776,  was  married  Febru-  1 
ary  7,  1 799,  to:  Mary,  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
and  Elizabeth  (Butler)  Brockway.  He  was  j 
baptized  at  St.  Stephen's  Church,  with  his  wife,  j 
in  August,  1814.  Mrs.  Willey  died  March  25,  j 
1838,  and  he  passed  away  May  5,  1859.  Their 
children  were:  (1)  Benjamin  Franklin,  born 

August  27,  1800,  was  married  at  Worthing-] 
ton,  Ohio,  to  Mamie  Strong,  and  died  January  j 
19,  1880.  (2)  William,  M.,  born  January  7,  [ 

1803,  married  October  10,  1832,  Elizabeth  ; 

Emmons,  daughter  of  Noahdiah  Emmons. 
She  died  November  6,  1841,  and  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  he  married  Ellen  Lucretia  Kidder. 
His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty-six. 
(3)  Miatilda,  born  in  1805,  married  Orrin 
Warner  December  8,  1830.  (4)  Mary  P., 

born  in  1807,  married  October  6,  1834,  Ste- 
phen O.  Day,  who  died  in  1872;  she  died  in 
1899.  (5)  Abraham  W.,  born  January  i,f 

1813,  married  Catherine  Brockaway  October! 
27,  1841.  (6)  Ethan  Allen,  born  October  14, 

1815,  married  Maria  D.  Wells,  and  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Baltimore,  Md.  (7)  Hiram  is  men- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


55 


tioned  below.  Ethan  Allen  Willey  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  cloth  and  operated 
a mill  in  East  Haddam  as  late  as  1843,  when 
he  turned  to  agricultural  life.  Ele  was  a 
Democrat,  and  held  a number  of  town  offices. 

Hiram  Willey  was  born  May  23,  1818,  in 
East  Haddam,  and  acquired  his  education  in 
Bacon  Academy,  and  in  the  Essex  schools, 
later  studying  with  Rev.  George  Carrington, 
with  whom  he  made  his  preparation  for  col- 
lege. He  entered  the  Sophomore  class  in  1836, 
and  graduated  in  1839,  being  one  of  the  first 
graduates  of  the  Wesleyan  University  at  Mid- 
dletown. After  finishing  his  college  course  he 
studied  law  under  the  instruction  and  guidance 
of  Eliphalet  A.  Plulkeley,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Middlesex  County  Bar  in  1841.  In 
1843  he  located  at  New  London,  and  four 
years  later  represented  the  town  in  the  General 
Assembly.  In  1855  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  State’s  Attorney  for  New  London 
county,  which  position  he  held  until  1861, 
when  President  Lincoln  named  him  as  Dis- 
trict Attorney  for  the  United  States.  For  eight 
years  he  was  an  incumbent  of  this  honorable 
position.  In  1857  he  was  a member  of  the 
Legislature  from  New  London.  In  1859  he 
was  elected  to  the  Senate,  and  in  1862  was 
elected  mayor  of  New  London,  and  held  that 
position  three  years.  In  1869  Mr.  Willey  was 
appointed  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court,  and  in 
the  following  year  was  made  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  filling  that  office  three 
years.  In  1875  the  judge  retired  to  Hadlyme, 
where  he  built  the  inviting  home  which  he 
now  occupies.  For  ten  years  he  was  engaged 
in  practice  in  Hartford,  but  worked  from  his 
present  home.  In  1877  he  was  a representative 
from  East  Haddam  in  the  State  Legislature. 
In  1859,  and  again  in  1877,  while  in  the  State 
Senate,  he  was  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  com- 
mittee. 

Judge  Willey  was  married  in  East  Haddam 
to  Charity  W.  Moseley,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  (Warner)  Moseley,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  named 
children:  (1)  Thomas  Moseley,  born  July 

5.  1846,  was  graduated  from  West  Point  Mili- 
tary Academy  in  1 868,  and  served  in  the  regu- 
lar army  ten  years.  (2)  Allen,  born  January 
-8,  1858,  is  a graduate  of  the  high  school  in 
New  London,  and  was  for  ten  years  proprietor 
and  publisher  of  the  Hartford  Globe.  Mrs. 
W illey  passed  away  May  23,  1902,  and  is  bur- 
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ied  in  Judge  Willey's  lot  in  the  East  Haddam 
(First  Ecclesiastical  Society)  cemetery,  adjoin- 
ing the  tomb  of  Dr.  Thomas  Moseley,  erected 
in  1790.  Judge  Willey  belongs  to  the  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  Church,  and  is  now  acting  as 
lay  reader  in  the  chapel  at  Hadlyme.  In  the 
Masonic  fraternity  lie  was  the  first  Grand 
Commander  of  the  Encampment  in  New  Lon- 
don. 

The  Moseley  Family,  which  is  men- 
tioned above,  traces  its  history  in  Connecticut 
back  to  Abner  Moseley,  who  was  born  in  1700, 
and  died  in  1766.  His  children  were;  Joseph, 
born  in  1722  (who  died  in  1735)  ; Elizabeth, 
May  25,  1727;  Thomas,  mentioned  below; 
Abigail,  April  8,  1733;  Joseph  (2),  August  3, 
1735;  Mary,  November  28,  1737;  John,  May 
7,  1740;  Ether,  May  28  1742  (married  Rev. 
William  Backus,  of  Killingworth)  ; and  Ra- 
chel, November  4,  1748  (married  Mr.  Ells- 
worth, of  Windsor,  Connecticut). 

Thomas  Moseley,  son  of  Abner,  was  born 
February  17,  1731,  and  was  a graduate  of 
Yale.  He  served  as  a surgeon  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  was  called  Col.  Moseley.  He 
married  first  Phoebe  Ogden,  who  was  born  in 
t 738,  a daughter  of  Mathias  Ogden,  of  Eliza- 
bethtown, East  Jersey;  she  died  in  1790.  For 
his  second  wife  Dr.  Moseley  wedded  the  Wid- 
ow Troup,  and  he  died  in  East  Haddam  Aug- 
ust 11,  1811. 

Jonathan  Ogden  Moseley,  only  child  of 
Dr.  Moseley,  was  born  April  9,  1762,  was  a 
graduate  of  Yale,  and  for  twenty  years  was 
a member  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
He  died  at  Detroit  in  1840.  By  profession 
he  was  a lawyer,  and  he  was  a noted  orator, 
delivering  the  memorial  address  in  East  1 lad- 
dam  at  the  time  of  Washington's  death.  He 
married  Gertrude  Van  Yoorhis,  of  Catskill. 
N.  Y.,  and  his  children  were:  Phoebe  A.  O., 
horn  June  27,  1784,  married  Jacob  Bogardus, 
Jr.,  of  New  York  City;  Thomas,  father  of 
Mrs.  Willey,  is  mentioned  below;  Jonathan 
Ogden,  born  March  27,  1 7<>  1 . lived  in  Troy. 
N.  Y. ; William  Mathias,  born  February  25, 
1793.  was  a lawyer  in  Detroit,  Michigan. 

I liomas  Moseley,  son  of  Jonathan  Ogden, 
was  born  September  26,  1787.  and  died  July 
3,  i860,  at  East  Haddam.  In  1817  he  married 
Elizabeth  Warner,  daughter  of  ( diver  Warner. 
She  died  September  16,  1842.  They  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Charity  \\ .,  born  Septem- 

ber 20,  1822,  married  Hiram  Willev  Septem- 
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ber  6,  1842;  Gertrude  E.,  born  May  21,  1824, 
married  Dr.  Leonard  G.  Warner,  of  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  who  died  in  1868;  William  Oliver,  born 
December  21,  1825,  died  January  7,  1892; 
Phoebe  E.,  born  April  2,  1830,  married  No- 
vember 12,  1856,  Fred  W.  Warner,  son  of 
Gen.  Oliver  Warner,  and  he  died  February  2, 
1896,  leaving  a son,  Edward  O. 

ELI J API  ACKLEY  (deceased)  was  one 
of  the  prominent  and  successful  business  men 
of  the  town  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county, 
and  to  the  student  of  human  nature  the  story 
of  his  life  presents  matter  of  rare  interest. 

Mr.  Ackley  was  born  July  25,  1833,  at 
Leesville,  town  of  Chatham,  Middlesex  Co., 
Conn.,  son  of  Ogden  and  Polly  (Young)  Ack- 
ley, the  former  of  whom  died  when  Elijah  was 
five  years  old.  They  had  four  children,  all 
sons,  viz. : (1)  Enoch  went  to  New  York  when 
a young  man,  and  accumulated  a fortune.  (2) 
Noah  was  a traveling  salesman  for  Comstock, 
a seedman  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  died  at 
the  family  homestead  in  Leesville.  (3)  Jere- 
miah lives  at  Goodspeeds,  Conn.  (4)  Elijah  is 
the  subject  of  these  lines. 

Elijah  Ackley  came  to  Middletown  when 
a lad  of  seventeen  years,  having  traveled  on 
foot  all  the  way  from,  Leesville,  his  sole  cap- 
ital being  his  clothes  and  a plentiful  stock  of 
determination  and  courage.  He  had  been  pre- 
viously “hustling”  on  a farm,  so  was  well  ex- 
perienced in  the  school  of  hard  work.  On  his 
arrival  in  Middletown  he  began  his  business 
career  as  clerk  for  Norman  Smith,  his  salary 
being  $50  per  annum  for  two  years,  including 
his  board,  and  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  he 
had  a balance  of  $17.34  coming  to  him.  The 
dollars  he  placed  in  the  Savings  Bank,  the  cents 
in  his  pocket.  For  about  a year  previous  to 
going  into  business  for  himself  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  Elliott  Bradley,  and  in  1854,  when 
twenty-one  years  old,  he  entered  intoi  partner- 
ship with  Samuel  Birdsey  in  a general  mercan- 
tile business,  the  style  of  the  firm  being  Ackley 
& Birdsey.  Shortly  before  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  war  this  partnership  was  dissolved, 
Mr.  Ackley  buying  out  Mr.  Birdsey’ s interest, 
and  carrying  the  business  on  alone  for  some 
considerable  time.  He  was  also'  associated  with 
George  M.  Pratt  in  the  sale  of  sewing  machines, 
at  the  same  time  giving  some  attention  to  in- 
surance business,  which  latter,  through  his 
management  and  excellent  judgment,  soon  so 


increased  that  it  came  to'  occupy  his  entire 
time,  and  he  found  it  necessary  to  dispose  of 
his  mercantile  interests.  For  three  years  he 
was  real-estate  agent  for  the  Middletown  Sav- 
ings Bank,  in  which  capacity  his  judgment  on 
real-estate  values  was  never  questioned. 

On  June  5,  1882,  Mr.  Ackley  was  elected 
president  of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank, 
and  served  in  that  capacity  up  to  his  death,  at 
which  time  he  was  also  president  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex Mutual  Assurance  Company,  an  incum- 
bency he  had  filled  from,  January  7,  1879.  Of 
the  Middletown  Savings  Bank  he  had  been  a 
trustee  for  twenty  years,  and  for  several  years 
before  becoming  president  of  the  Assurance 
Company  he  was  a director  of  that  institution. 
For  years  he  was  a director  of  the  People’s  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  of  Middletown,  and  dur- 
ing all  this  time  he  conducted  a general  insur- 
ance business  on  an  extensive  scale.  He  was 
one  of  the  busiest  of  the  busy,  never  idle  or 
inactive,  and  an  able  insurance  man  as  well  as 
a consummate  financier,  while  in  all  business 
affairs  he  was  careful  and  clear-sighted;  he 
ever  bore  the  highest  character  for  probity  and 
integrity. 

In  his  political  preferences  Mr.  Ackley  was 
originally  a Breckenridge  Democrat,  but  after 
the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter,  which  kindled  the 
greatest  civil  war  of  modern  times,  he  be- 
came an  equally  stanch  Republican.  Being  of 
a retiring  disposition,  he  never  sought  political 
preferment,  yet  was  several  times  elected  to 
offices  in  the  city  government,  which  he  filled 
with  the  same  fidelity  that  always  characterized 
his  private  and  business  trusts.  Socially  he 
was  prominent  in  Masonic  circles  as  a member  ! 
of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  2;  Washington  Chap-  ' 
ter,  No.  6,  of  which  he  was  treasurer;  Colum- 
bia  Council,  No.  9;  and  Cyrene  Commandery, 
No.  8,  at  Middletown,  of  which  he  had  been  a f 
member  from  its  organization,  and  of  which  j 
he  was  treasurer  and  past  commander;  he 
was  the  first  Mason  to  receive  the  or-  1 
der  of  Knighthood  in  the  Commandery,  { 
and  was  its  third  eminent  commander.  A < 
brother  Mason,  in  writing  of  Mr.  Ackley  in 
the  “Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar,  State  of  Connecticut” 
(1884),  says:  “As  a Sir  Knight,  as  a citizen, 
he  was  the  peer  of  any  of  us,  and,  by  his  ster- 
ling integrity  and  his  fidelity  to  all  his  trusts, 
reflected  honor  upon  himself  and  upon  the  or- 
der. He  left  behind  him  that  invaluable  prize, 
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‘A  good  name  which  is  better  than  great 
riches.’  ” 

Elijah  Ackley  departed  this  life  October 
29,  1883,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Indian  Hill 
cemetery.  He  left  a fine  property,  all  accumu- 
lated by  his  own  individual  efforts.  Sociable, 
cheerful,  even-tempered,  firm  in  his  own  opin- 
ions and  liberal  toward  others,  he  was  held  in 
the  highest  esteem,  and  was  universally  re- 
spected. 

On  November  26,  1857,  Elijah  Ackley  was 
married  toi  Miss  Sarah  Harris,  who  was  born 
January  17,  1833,  in  Middle  Haddlam,  Conn., 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Hannah  T. (Child) 
Harris,  a sketch  ol  whom  appears  elsewhere. 
Mrs.  Ackley  died  October  22,  1859,  and  Oc- 
tober 16,  1862,  Mr.  Ackley  wedded  her  sister/ 
Miss  Helen  E.,  born  December  10,  1834,  at 
Middletown,  who'  survives  him.  To  this  union 
was  born,  March  25,  1878,  one  child,  Grace 
E.,  who  died  August  it,  1884.  Mrs.  Ackley 
is  a direct  descendant  of  Gov.  Bradford,  and 
her  maternal  grandmother  was  Sally  Tracy,  of 
the  well-known  Tracy  family.  She  is  affiliated 
with  the  D.  A.  R.,  and  eligible  to  many  other 
Colonial  societies.  In  religious  faith  she  is  a 
consistent  member  Of  the  Methodist  Church,  to 
the  support  of  which  she  has  always  been  a 
liberal  contributor. 

GEN.  EL1HU  W.  N.  STARR,  late  of 
Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  was  in  the 
eighth  generation  from  Dr.  Comfort  Starr, 
who  was  born  in  England  and  died  at  Boston, 
Mass.,  January  2,  1659-60.  His  wife,  Eliza- 
beth, died  June  25,  1658.  Their  children, 
eight  in  number,  were  all  born  in  England. 
The  line  of  Gen.  Starr’s  descent  is  through 
Dr.  Thomas,  Comfort,  Joseph,  Joseph  (2), 
Nathan  and  Nathan  (2). 

(HI)  Comfort  Starr,  the  founder  of  the 
Middletown  branch  of  the  family,  was  born 
in  1644,  in  Scituate,  Mass.,  married  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  Marah,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Bar- 
bara Weld,  and  settled  in  Middletown.  Their 
children  were  eight  in  number.  He  died  Oc- 
tober j8,  1693. 

(IV)  Joseph  Starr,  son  of  Comfort,  was 
born  September  23,  1676.  He  was  a tailor, 
and  resided  in  Middletown,  where  he  served 
at  tax  collector  in  1705,  and  as  constable  in 
1711  and  1712.  lie  died  July  13,  1758.  He 
married  June  24,  1697,  Abigail,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Abigail  (Baldwin)  Baldwin,  of 


Guilford,  born  December  14,  1678,  died  Au- 
gust 24,  1745.  Their  children  were  ten  in 
number,  according  to  baptismal  records. 

(V)  Joseph  Starr  (2),  son  of  Joseph,  was 
born  September  6,  1698,  in  Middletown,  where 
he  and  his  wife  were  admitted  to  full  com- 
munion in  the  church  August  22,  1725.  He 
was  a tailor.  He  served  as  constable  in  1728, 
and  as  grand  juror  in  1745.  He  died  March 
23,  1871.  On  February  17,  1719-20,  he  mar- 
ried (first)  Sarah,  daughter  of  Giles  and  Sarah 
Southmayd,  of  Middletown.  She  died  June 
5,  1740,  aged  thirty-nine.  On  February  25, 
1741-42,  he  married  (second)  Priscilla  Roper, 
who  died  May  15,  1796,  aged  seventy-six 
years.  He  had  eighteen  children  by  the  two 
wives. 

(VI)  Nathan  Starr,  son  of  Joseph  (2), 

was  born  April  14,  1755.  He  was  a noted 
worker  in  iron  and  steel  and  a manufacturer 
of  scythes  at  Middletown.  On  June  20,  1776, 
he  was  commissioned,  by  Gov.  Trumbull,  an 
armorer  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  Col. 
Comfort  Sage,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  was  engaged  with  his  son  Nathan  in  the 
manufacture  of  swords,  rifles,  etc.,  mainly  for 
the  United  States  Government.  Pie  held  var- 
ious local  offices  in  the  town  and  society.  He 
died  July  29,  1821.  On  July  5,  1781,  he  mar- 
ried Polly,  daughter  of  Adino  and  Lois 
(Strong)  Pomeroy,  of  Middletown,  who  was 
born  September  22,  1761,  and  died  May  25, 
1825.  Their  children  were:  Susannah,  Na- 

than, Mary  and  William. 

(VII)  Nathan  Starr  (2),  son  of  Nathan, 
and  the  father  of  Gen.  Starr,  was  born  Febru- 
ary 20,  1784,  and  in  early  life  was  a merchant 
in  New  York.  In  1813  he  settled  in  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  and  became  engaged  with  his 
father  in  the  manufacture  of  firearms.  After 
the  father’s  death,  in  1821,  he  continued  the 
business  alone  until  1845,  mainly  for  the 
United  States  Government,  and  during  that 
period,  it  was  estimated,  about  70,000  arms  of 
various  kinds  were  furnished  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Several  valuable  swords  were  made 
to  order  by  them  for  distinguished  officers  of 
the  war  of  1812,  among  them  one  for  Com. 
Isaac  Hull,  by  order  of  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, valued  at  $1,000;  one  for  Col.  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  by  order  of  Congress,  valued  at  $1,- 
200;  and  one  each  for  Gen.  Andrew  Jackson 
and  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  by  order  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  costing  $900  apiece.  Nathan 
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Starr  (2)  represented  Middletown  in  the  State 
Legislature  in  1817  and  1818.  His  death  oc- 
curred August  31,  1852.  He  had  married, 
June  25,  1810,  Grace,  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
and  Thankful  S.  (Barnard)  Townsend,  of 
New  Haven,  who  was  born  August  28,  1789’ 
and  died  October  16,  1856.  Their  children 
were:  M'ary  E.,  Elihu  W.  N.,  Mary  E.  (2), 
Ebenezer  T.,  Henry,  Emily  H.,  Grace  A., 
Grace  A.  (2),  Henry  W.,  Frederick  B.  and 
Edward  P. 

Gen.  Elihu  W.  N.  Starr,  who  in  early  life 
was  prominent  in  military  affairs,  and  all 
through  life  in  the  public  affairs  of  Middle- 
town,  serving  for  the  unusually  long  period 
of  thirty-eight  years  as  town  clerk  and  regis- 
trar, died  at  his  home  June  14,  1891.  Born 
August  10,  1812,  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  Gen. 
Starr  was  the  eldest  son  of  Nathan  and  Grace 
(Townsend)  Starr,  who  removed  to  Middle- 
town  soon  after  the  son’s  birth.  After  at- 
tending private  schools  he  was  placed,  at  the 
age  of  thirteen,  in  Capt.  Partridge's  Military 
Academy,  where  his  education,  developed  a 
taste  and  aptitude  for  military  life.  On  leav- 
ing the  academy  he  entered  his  father’s  office 
as  bookkeeper,  and  soon  after  became  a part- 
ner with  him  in  the  manufacture  of  arms  for 
the  Government  under  the  contract  system.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  appointed  sergeant- 
major,  and  subsequently  quartermaster  and 
adjutant,  of  the  Second  Artillerv  Regiment.  In 
1836  he  was  elected  captain  of  the  First  Rifle 
Company,  Sixth  Regiment  of  Infantry.  In 
1839  was  promoted  to  be  lieutenant-colonel 
and  from  that  time  until  i860  he  was  so  suc- 
cessful in  every  military  advanced  position  to 
which  he  was  successively  raised  that  he  was  in 
that  year  elected  brigadier-general  of  the  2d 
Brigade,  Conn.  Militia.  The  reorganization 
of  the  militia  system  relieved  him  of  this  po- 
sition. but  when  James  T.  Pratt  became  major- 
general  by  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  he  ap- 
pointed Gen.  Starr  as  division  inspector.  The 
Civil  war  offered  many  opportunities  for  mili- 
tary service  which  the  state  of  Gen.  Starr’s 
health  would  not  permit  him  to  accept  until 
Gov.  Buckingham  appointed  him  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  military  post  at  Middletown, 
during  the  organization  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Regiment  of  Connecticut  Volunteers,  which  oc- 
cupied his  attention  constantly  in  the  autumn 
of  1863.  His  military  services  to  the  State, 
of  which  this  was  the  last,  covered  a period 


of  about  thirty-five  years,  marked  by  success 
in  every  position.  He  was  postmaster  in  1841. 
With  the  exception  of  one  year  he  held  the 
office  of  town  clerk  and  registrar  from  1851 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  a period  nearest  ap- 
proaching that  of  John  Fisk,  who  was  elected 
for  fifty  successive  years. 

Gen.  Starr  was  elected  city  clerk  and  treas- 
urer, and  judge  of  probate  for  several  years, 
and  discharged  the  additional  duties  of  these 
positions  with  his  usual  accuracy.  In  person 
he  was  tall  and  remarkably  erect,  and  of  fine 
military  bearing,  without  the  least  apparent 
pride  or  arrogance,  being  mild  and  courteous 
in  his  bearing,  kind  and  obliging,  a man  of 
strictest  integrity,  firm  in  his  friendships,  and 
respected  hy  the  entire  community.  “It  will 
be  many  years  before  any  one  can  be  found 
or  even  educated  to  fill  the  position  of  town 
clerk  with  equal  acceptance  to  the  public.  The 
familiarity  which  by  long  work  and  study  he' 
had  acquired  with  the  records  of  the  office 
and  the  history  of  the  town  is  not  to  be  pur- 
chased with  money,  nor  to'  be  gained  in  a short 
time.  All  this  had  led  him  repeatedly  and  ur- 
gently to  advocate  a new  public  building,  and 
to  try  to  rouse  the  people  to  the  danger  of 
loss  of  their  valuable  records.  He  was  un- 
ceasing in  bringing  this  before  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, not  for  his  personal  gratification,  but 
for  their  convenience  in  public  business,  and 
for  the  safety  of  these  books  and  documents. 
When  the  new  building  rises,  as  it  assuredly 
must  before  a long  time,  let  his  name  and 
services  be  remembered  in  a suitable  manner, 
so  that  he  may  yet  live  in  the  memories  of 
those  that  follow  him.” 

On  May  27,  1840,  Gen.  Starr  was  mar- 
ried to  Harriet  Wetmore  Bush,  of  Ogdensburg, 
N.  Y.,  who  survived  him,  and  who  was  a great 
help  to  him  in  his  varied  clerical  work.  She 
was  born  April  25,  1815.  The  marriage  was 
blessed  with  six  children,  namely:  William  E., 
who  is  living  in  New  York;  Julia  W.,  Robert 
W.  and  Henry  B.,  all  three  deceased ; Frank  F., 
a resident  of  Middletown ; and  Miss  Grace  T., 
in  Middletown.  The  mother  also’  makes  her 
home  in  that  city. 

JOHN  D.  LEFFINGWELL,  late  of  Clin- 
ton, Middlesex  county,  where  through  a long 
life  he  was  prominent  in  business,  passed  away 
May  4,  1886,  in  his  eighty-seventh  year. 

Born  January  6,  1800,  in  Norwich,  Conn.,. 
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Mr.  Leffingwell  was  the  son  of  Capt.  Benajah- 
Leffingwell  (who  was  a prominent  shipmaster 
and  traded  largely  to  Liverpool  for  many 
years)  and  Mary  Morgan,  daughter  of  Judge 
William  Morgan,  of  Killingworth  (now  Clin- 
ton). 

Mr.  Leffingwell’ s mother  died  when  he  was 
one  and  a half  years  old,  after  which  he  lived 
with  an  aunt,  Mrs.  Christopher  Star,  in  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  until  his  father  married  again, 
when  they  removed  to  Staten  Island.  His  fa- 
ther died  and  was  buried  there  in  1818.  In 
i8i3  John  D.  was  sent  to  the  Episcopal  Acad- 
emy in  Cheshire  by  his  grandfather  Morgan, 
who  had  aspirations  for  making  a rector  of 
the  boy,  but  he  was  not  so  inclined.  Business 
Was  his  ambition,  and  to  it  he  clung  actively 
and  persistently  through  the  whole  of  a long 
life  time,  proving  a man  of  sterling  integrity, 
a thorough  and  live  business  man.  At  the  age 
of  fifteen  years  he  went  to  Killingworth  (now 
Clinton)  and  entered  the  store  of  Adam  Stan- 
ton,, as  clerk,  where  he  remained  some  years, 
and  at  the  close  of  his  clerkship  formed  a part- 
nership with  James  A.  Pratt  and  Ely  A.  Elliot. 
The  firm;  was  known  as  James  A.  Pratt  & Co., 
and  was  in  business  some  years  when  Mr. 
Pratt  retired  and  the  style  became  Elliot  & 
Leffingwell  until  1840,  when  Mr.  Elliot  re- 
tired. Mr.  Leffingwell  then  formed  a partner- 
ship with  George  E.  Elliot  (in  after  years  post- 
master of  the  village),  the  firm  becoming  Lef- 
fingwell & Elliot.  This  co-partnership  contin- 
ued until  1852,  when  they  dissolved,  and  Mr. 
Leffingwell  continued  the  business  on  his  own 
i account. 

Our  subject  was  president  of  the  Clinton 
National  Bank  from  its  beginning,  in  1856, 
until  January,  1885,  when,  on  account  of  fail- 
ing health,  he  resigned.  He  was  a director  of 
the  Shore  Line  Railroad  Company,  and  presi- 
dent of  board,  and  was  one  of  the  trustees  of 
the  Morgan  school.  Nearly  all  his  active  years 
were  spent  among  the  people  of  Clinton.  He 
was  genial  and  friendly,  and  had  a warm  place 
in  many  hearts. 

Mr.  Leffingwell’s  marriage  was  to  Sally 
Griswold,  of  Clinton,  and  three  children  were 
born  of  this  union  : Benajah,  who  died  aged 

thirty-nine  years;  Sarah  PI.,  who  died  aged 
eighteen  years;  and  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Hon. 
Charles  A.  Elliot,  of  Clinton.  Benajah  was 
educated  at  Yale,  and  was  graduated  a lawyer. 
He  located  in  New  York  and  was  associated 


with  Hon.  David  Dudley  Field  and  Judge 
Josiah  Sutherland  in  the  practice  of. law.  He 
wras  very  successful  and  had  a bright  future. 
His  death  occurred  in  the  prime  of  his  life,  due 
to  overwork  in  the  settlement  of  a large  corpor- 
ation wherein  millions  were  involved.  He  was 
a referee  or  commissioner  of  same.  Benajah 
Leffingwell  married  Susan  A.  Redfield  (who1 
afterward  married  Daniel  Goodwin,  of  Hart- 
ford), and  left  two-  sons,  John  D.  and  George 
E.,  the  latter  of  whom!  is  connected  with  Park 
Brothers  Steel  Company,  at  Hartford. 

HON.  CHARLES  ALEXANDER  EL- 
LIOT. Among  the  distinguished  citizens  of 
Clinton,  Middlesex  county,  none  are  better  or 
more  favorably  known  than  the  subject  of  this 
review.  Coming  from  an  old  and  prominent 
family,  Mr.  Elliot  has  been  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  an  honorable  name.  He  was  born 
January  6,  1831,  in  Clinton,  where  his  early  life 
wras  passed  in  attendance  upon  the  district 
schools,  this  education  being  supplemented  with 
the  advantages  of  the  Westfield  high  school, 
and  later  of  Williston  Seminary,  at’  East 
Hampton.  Returning  home,  he  immediately 
began  a commercial  life,  for  which  he  seemed 
to  have  a natural  bent,  by  engaging  as  a clerk 
in  the  store  of  Elliot  & Leffingwell,  in  the 
course  of  time,  by  attention  to  business  and  the 
display  of  unusual  adaptiveness,  becoming  one 
of  the  partners.  Later  Mr.  Elliot,  in  associa- 
tion with  his  brother,  Henry  A.  Elliot,  opened 
up  a large  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Elliot  Brothers,  and  they  have  ever  since  been 
large  shippers  of  hay  to  Hartford,  Providence, 
Newport  and  other  places,  a later  addition  to 
the  business  being  coal  and  feed,  which  com- 
modities are  handled  profitably,  in  large  quan- 
tities. Owing  to  the  delicate  health  of  his 
brother,  much  of  the  management  devolves 
Charles  A. 

An  active  Democrat,  Mr.  Elliot  has  long 
been  before  the  public  in  some  official  position, 
although  he  does  not  owe  all  of  his  honors  to 
his  party.  In  1879  he  xvas  elected  rquesenta- 
tive  in  Clinton,  which  is  largely  Republican  in 
any  general  election,  his  majority  being  most 
gratifying,  and  his  work  on  the  Railroad  com- 
mittee, during  his  administration,  was  most 
satisfactory.  From  March.  1803,  to  June, 
1895,  he  held  the  position  of  county  commis- 
sioner, and  at  the  same  time  his  services  were 
demanded  as  a member  of  the  State  Board  of' 
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Prison  Directors.  Since  1886  he  has  been  a 
trustee  of  the  Morgan  school,  succeeding  the 
late  John  D.  Leffingwell,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
directors  in  the  Clinton  National  Bank.  In 
1894  Mr.  Elliot  erected  his  present  fine  home, 
which  is  one  of  the  beautiful  residences  of  this 
most  attractive  locality. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Elliot,  on  Au- 
gust 14,  1853,  was  to  Adelaide  Wilcox,  of 
Clinton,  a daughter  of  John  and  Adelaide 
(Rossiter)  Wilcox.  She  died  in  1867,  leav- 
ing one  daugfhter,  Fanny.  The  second  mar- 
riage  of  Mr.  Elliot,  on  June  15,  1869,  was  to 
Mary  A.  Leffingwell,  daughter  of  the  late  John 

D.  Leffingwell,  of  Clinton,  and  to  this  union 
have  been  born  four  children:  John  L.,  Susan 
P.,  S.  Genevieve  and  May  E.  L.  The  entire 
family  are  justly  regarded  as  representatives 
of  the  public,  business  and  social  circles  of 
Clinton. 

John  L.  Elliot  was  born  August  22,  1870, 
graduated  with  honor  from  the  Morgan  school 
in  1890,  took  a post-graduate  course  in  the 
same  institution,  entered  the  Sheffield  Scien- 
tific School  at  Yale,  and  graduated  in  1894. 
On  March  1,  1895,  he  was  appointed  post- 
master at  Clinton,  by  President  Cleveland,  and 
four  years  later,  in  1899,  was  re-appointed  by 
President  McKinley,  the  thorough  and  efficient 
way  in  which  he  conducts  the  details  of  the 
office  meeting  with  the  entire  approval  of  the 
community.  John  L.  Elliott  was  married,  June 
5.  1895,  to  Henrietta  Cruger  Spaulding,  of 
Middletown,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Cath- 
erine (Cruger)  Spaulding,  and  to  this  union 
have. come  two  children:  Susan  R.,  born  in 

1896  ; and  Marguerite,  born  in  1898,  who  died 
August  22,  1899.  John  L.  Elliott  is  recording 
secretary  of  Kenilworth  Council,  No.  57,  O. 
U.  A.  M.,  has  been  grand  warden,  warden,  and 
is  now  past  warden  of  Indian  River  Lodge,  N. 

E.  O.  P.,  and  is  president  of  the  Morgan  School 
Alumni  Association.  He  is  a vestryman  in 
Holy  Advent  Episcopal  Church. 

HON.  HEZEKIAH  SCOVIL.  At  Hig- 
ganum,  in  the  town  of  Haddam,  Middlesex 
county,  is  located  the  hoe  industry  founded  by 
Daniel  and  Hezekiah  Scovil,  more  than  half 
a century  ago,  still  conducted  under  the  time- 
honored  name  of  D.  & H.  Scovil,  although  Dan- 
iel Scovil  died  in  1881. 

Hezekiah  Sc'ovil  is  a direct  descendant  of 
one  of  the  oldest  families  in  New  England. 


The  residence  of  the  Scovil  family  in  England 
is  somewhat  uncertain.  The  earliest  of  the 
name  mentioned  in  this  country  seems  to  have  !; 
been  Daniel,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of! 
Stamford,  Conn.,  in  1641.  He  died  in  1671, 
leaving  children  as  follows : Daniel,  John, 

Richard,  Joseph,  Sarah  (the  wife  of  John 
Pettit)  and  Mary  (or  Marcy).  Daniel  Scovil’s 
widow  became  the  wife  of  Miles  Munson.  For 
many  years  two  of  his  sons  and  their  descend-  , 
ants  remained  residents  of  Stamford,  but  many  i 
perished  through  the  hardships  of  King  Philip’s 
war.  Richard  Scovil,  who  came  over  from  Eng- 
land in  1648,  in  the  “Susan  and  Ellen,”  from 
London,  in  his  twenty-second  year,  may  have 
been  the  third  son  of  Daniel,  and  probably  re- 
mained in  England,  his  father  coming  over  in 
advance  of' him,  and  perhaps  other  members  of 
the  family.  Richard  Scovil  died  in  1671.  His 
son,  Richard,  was  “propounded”  for  freeman 
in  1670.  No  mention  is  made  of  his  having  any 
children,  but  John  Scovil  (our  subject’s  an-  i 
cestor)  may  have  been  a son  of  Richard  (1). 
John  Scovil  was  an  early  settler  of  Farmington, 
Conn.,  married  March  29,  1666,  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Barnes,  of  Farmington,  and  re- 
moved to  Waterbury  in  1677,  becoming  one 
of  the  original  plantation  settlers  of  that  town. 

He  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Scovils  of  Water-  • 
bury.  Barbour,  in  his  history  of  Connecticut, 
says  “that  eight  acres  were  apportioned  to-  each  [ 
settler,  and  every  settler  shall  within  four  years 
after  date  hereof  be  required  to  build  a good 
and  fashionable  dwelling  house,  18x16  with 
9 feet  between  joints  and  with  a good 
chimney.”  John  Scovil,  already  mentioned 
above,  lived  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Wil- 
low streets,  Waterbury.  On  July  18,  1694  i 
or  1696,  he  conveyed  by  deed  to  his  son, 
John,  all  his  estate  in  ’Waterbury,  includ- 
ing his  house  and  lot  of  two  acres,  butted  ; 
south  and  east  on  Highway,  together  with  nine 
other  parcels  of  land.  In  1696  he  removed  to 
Haddam,  Conn.,  where  he  died  about  1709, 
leaving  an  estate  of  over  £176.  His  sons  were 
John,  William,  Benjamin  and  Edward. 

John  Scovil  remained  in  Waterbury,  oc- 
cupying his  father’s  old  home,  and  his  three 
brothers  came  to  Haddam.  The  Farmington 
records,  date  of  1709,  contain  the  reference: 
“William  and  Benjamin  Scovil  of  Haddam  con- 
veyed land  which  our  honored  father  John  Sco-  . 
vil  stood  possessed  of  when  he  died.”  John 
Scovil,  Jr.,  of  Waterbury,  married  February  6. 
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1694,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Obadiah  Richards, 
of  Waterbury.  He  had  a son,  John,  born  Janu- 
ary 12,  1695,  and  probably  other  children.  He 
was  constable  and  also  representative  in  1714. 
He  died  in  1729.  His  wife  died  in  1720. 

Edward  Scovil,  son  of  John  (1),  of  Farm- 
ington, married  Hannah  Benton  in  Haddam  in 
1699.  He  died  in  1703,  leaving  an  estate  of 
£111,  10s,  6d.  His  children  were  : Susannah, 
born  in  Haddam  in  1701 ; Hannah,  born  Janu- 
ary 25,  1702-03.  His  widow  married  Benja- 
min Smith  prior  to  1706. 

Benjamin  Scovil  (the  third  son  of  John 
(1),  of  Farmington  and  Waterbury)  and  his 
wife  Ann  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Haddam  in  1715.  Note  from  the 
records  of  East  Haddam  Church : “Benjamin 
Scovil  and  his  wife  were  declared  to  stand  as 
members  in  full  communion  among  us,  being 
dismissed  from  ye  Church  of  Christ  in  Had- 
dam West  Side  to  us  by  ye  Rev.  Mr.  Phineas 
Fisk,  Pastor  of  that  Church.”  Their  children 
were:  Edward,  born  in  April,  1704;  Sarah 

Scovil  Spencer,  born  in  1706;  Ann,  born  in 
March,  1708;  Keziah  Scovil  Steward,  baptized 
in  September,  1716;  Lemuel,  baptized  in  Au- 
gust, 1719;  Nathan,  baptized  in  1725.  Ben- 
jamin Scovil,  the  father,  died  at  Haddam,  Au- 
gust 13,  1729. 

William  Scovil,  son  of  John  of  Farming- 
ton,  born  in  1672,  settled  in  Haddam.  He  (pre- 
sumably) married  Martha  Bailey,  January  20, 
1701-02.  He  died  November  10,  1712,  aged 
forty  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  Haddam 
burying-ground.  He  left  an  estate  of  £169, 
3s.  8d.  He  owned  considerable  land  in  Had- 
dam. The  first  record  in  relation  to<  the  schools 
of  Haddam  occurs  in  1705,  when  Nathaniel 
Spencer,  John  Ventrous  and  Thomas  Brooks 
were  chosen  by  the  town  a committee  for  the 
school  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Novem- 
ber 8,  1708.  1 he  town  decided  to  procure  a 

‘sufficient  school  master  to  be  employed  10 
months  in  the  year  from  the  middle  of  Febru- 
ary. The  master  was  obliged  to  teach  all  the 
children  sent  by  their  parents  to  the  school 
both  reading  and  writing.  On  the  10th  of  the 
following  March  the  town  voted  to  employ 
William  Scovil  as  school  master  “according  to 
that  plan.”  The  school  was  first  accommodat- 
ed in  a private  house.  I he  question  of  building 
a school  was  agitated  in  1709,  and  a vote  to 
build  one  near  the  house  of  Capt.  Samuel  Clark 
was  passed  that  year.  William  Scovil  left  two 


children:  William,  born  June  13,  1706;  and 

John,  born  June  20,  1712. 

William  Scovil  (2),  son  of  William  (1), 
settled  at  Candlewood  Hill,  among  the  first 
settlers  there,  about  1734,  coming  from  the 
lower  part  of  Haddam,  where  he  was  a large 
landowner.  His  old  home  is  still  standing,  and 
is  occupied  by  Airs.  Phebe  Scovil  Bonfoey,  a 
great-grandchild.  William  Scovil  married, 

April  4,  1734,  Hannah  , who  was 

born  August  17,  1715;  they  were  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Haddam,  Rev. 
Eleazer  Alay,  pastor.  Their  children  were: 
( 1)  Samuel,  born  February  21,  1735,  died  June 
2,  1808.  (2)  Martha,  born  September  26,  1736, 
died  February  8,  1765.  (3)  Hannah  was  born 
April  17,  1739.  (4)  Sarah,  born  April  10, 

1741,  died  September  14,  1744.  (5)  William 
(3),  born  October  25,  1744,  died  in)  1806.  (6) 
Sarah  born  August  2,  1746,  died  February  14, 
1807.  (7)  Catherine  was  born  January  16, 

1748.  (8)  John  was  born  October  18,  1749. 

(9)  Thomas,  born  July  14,  1750,  died  in  Au- 
gust, 1752.  (10)  Thomas  (2),  born  in  Janu- 
ary, 1754,  died  in  1755.  (11)  Dorothy  was 

born  July  14,  1755.  (12)  Joseph,  born  March 

31,  1757,  died  March  1,  1839.  (13)  Timothy, 
born  November  2,  1759,  died  March  29,  1777. 
The  father  died  November  27,  1788,  the 
mother  on  August  23,  1802. 

The  Scovil  family  of  Waterbury  and  Had- 
dam was  well  represented  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  Corporal  John  Scoville,  of  Water- 
bury, enlisted  April  n,  1777,  and  served  three 
years  in  Col.  Watson's  Regiment.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  April  11,  1780.  He  also 
served  one  month  in  1781.  John  Scovil.  of 
Haddam,  was  also  in  the  war.  Samuel  Sco- 
ville, of  Haddam,  was  a sergeant  in  the  Con- 
tinental army.  Lemuel  and  Nathan  Scoville, 
brothers,  of  Haddam1,  served  in  the  war.  Lieut. 
Elisha  Brainerd,  also  a Revolutionary  soldier, 
married  Ann  Scovil;  both  were  from  Haddam. 
Marcus  Cole,  who  married  Phebe  Scoville. 
served  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars,  and 
was  minute-man  at  Lexington.  April  19,  1775. 
Pie  became  an  ensign  and  lieutenant  in  the 
Continental  army.  He  died  February  7.  iSn, 
aged  seventy-seven.  His  wife,  Phebe,  died 
October  3,  1823,  aged  eighty-seven,  Charles 
J.  Cole,  deceased,  an  attorney  of  Hartford,  was 
their  grandson. 

Ensign  Joseph  Scovil.  the  Revolutionary 
soldier,  and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
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was  born  March  31,  1757,  and  died  March  1, 
1839,  aged  eighty-two.  He  was  baptized  in 
April,  1757,  by  Rev.  Eleazer  May.  He  was 
married  to  Sarah  Spencer,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Elizabeth  Clark  Spencer.  The  children  of 
this  patriot  soldier  and  his  wife  Sarah  were : 
Daniel,  born  in  1782,  died  in  1814,  aged  thirty- 
two.  Fannie,  born  in  1784,  died  in  1805,  aged 
twenty-one.  Sylvester,  born  February  8,  1786,’ 
died  April  26,  1850,  aged  sixty-four.  Heze- 
kiah  was  our  subject’s  father.  Joseph  Scovil 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  Society  of  Haddam.  His 
remains  lie  in  the  Higganum  cemetery.  He 
was  a man  of  much  energy  and  great  force  of 
character.  He  served  his  town  in  a civil  capac- 
ity, and  in  1782  had  charge  of  the  collection  of 
arrearages  of  taxes.  He  was  a representative 
from  1817  to  1823. 

Hezekiah  Scovil,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born 
January  29,  1788,  and  died  October  9,  1849. 
He  had  during  his  life  time  a wide  and  varied 
experience  in  iron  and  steel  working,  becoming 
one  of  the  most  skillful  mechanics  in  the  coun- 
ty. He  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  having 
been  apprenticed  at  the  age  of  fourteen  to  his 
uncle,  David  Spencer,  of  Ponsett,  who  was  a 
direct  descendant  of  Gerrard  Spencer.  The 
house  of  David  Spencer  in  which  Hezekiah 
lived,  is  still  standing.  He  remained  with  his 
uncle  until  he  was  twenty-one,  when  he  began 
business  for  himself  at  Candlewood  Hill,  in 
Haddam,  meeting  the  wants  of  the  community 
around  him.  which  included  the  making  of 
hoes,  hammers,  chains,  caulking  irons,  and  all 
other  such  articles  needed,  for  miles  around, 
and  nearly  everything  used  for  agricultural 
purposes  came  from  his  skillful  hands.  He 
hauled  his  iron  from  Salisbury,  the  journey  tak- 
ing two  days  each  way.  Later  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  Eli  Whitney,  who  came  to  see 
him  at  his  home,  and  spent  one  night  with 
Mr.  Scovil.  Mr.  Whitney  was  a very 
tall  man,  and  the  following  morning  Mr.  Sco- 
vil inquired  of  his  guest  how  he  had  rested. 
Hesitating  some  little,  Mr.  Whitney  answered 
the  cpiestion  of  his  host  by  saying:  “Well, 

pretty  well  if  the  bed  had  been  longer.”  As 
the  result  of  this  visit  Mr.  Scovil  turned  his 
skill  to  the  making  of  gun-barrels  by  hand, 
power  being  substituted  later  on.  He  went  to 
New  Haven,  engaged  in  this  work,  and  then 
returned  to  Candlewood  Hill,  where  he  made 
the  gun  barrels  for  Mr.  Whitney,  who  sent 


his  goods  tO'  the  various  United  States  arsenals. 
In  the  course  of  years  he  forged  every  kind  of 
gun-barrel  used  by  the  Government. 

Politically  Mr.  Scovil  was  a Whig,  but  he 
was  not  in  favor  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
and,  holding  Gen.  Jackson’s  views  on  this  sub- 
ject, lie  left  his  party  and  ever  afterward  affil- 
iated with  the  Democrats.  He  wras  a public- 
spirited  man,  worked  for  the  welfare  of  his 
town,  was  a member  of  the  Legislature  in 
1845  and  I§47)  and  like  his  revered  father  was 
possessed  of  much  energy,  and  had  many 
friends.  The  best  legacy  he  left  to  his  children 
was  the  record  of  his  faithful,  progressive  and 
industrious  life,  and  his  high  sense  of  honor. 

Hezekiah  Scovil  was  married,  June  18, 

1811,  Rev.  Dudley  Field  officiating,  to  Hannah 
Burr,  daughter  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Burr,  a lin- 
eal descendant  of  Benjamin  Burr,  the  first 
American  ancestor,  who  is  believed  to  have 
come  over  with  Gov.  Winthrop,  and  settled  in 
Hartford.  The  following  children  were  born 
to  this  union:  (1)  Fannie,  born  October  14, 

1812,  died  May  25,  1854.  She  married  John 

Porter,  of  Plebron,  who  was  a descendant  of 
John  Porter,  of  Windsor,  Conn.  (2)  Whitney, 
born  December  26,  1813,  died  December  23, 
1837.  O'n  January  t8,  1837,  he  married  Eliza- 
beth Tyler,  daughter  of  Capt.  Selden  Tyler,  of 
Haddam.  (3)  Daniel,  born  November  23,  1815, 
died  July  8,  1881.  On  June  6,  1849,  he1  mar- 
ried Tatnson  E.  Gladwin,  who  died  in  June, 
1859.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  Esther  J. 
Adams,  who  died  January  15,  1896,  aged  sev- 
enty-one. (4)  Elizabeth,  born  November  16, 
1817,  died  January  16,  1840.  (5)  Hezekiah, 

Jr.,  is  the  immediate  subject  of  this  review. 
(6)  Hannah,  born  May  15,  1822,  married 

Christopher  Tyler,  November  5,  1846.  She 
died  May  10,  1859.  (7)  Cynthia,  born  March 

7,  1824,  died  April  21,  1832.  (8)  Joseph, 

born  January  26,  1826,  died  June  7,  1830.  (9) 
Josephine,  born  June  10,  1829,  died  January  8, 
1878.  (10)  Laura  Louisa,  born  October  3, 

1835,  died  October  1,  1838. 

Hezekiah  Scovil,  Jr.,  was  born  February  13, 
1820,  and  was  baptized  June  18,  1820.  He 
attended  the  district  schools  until  his  tenth 
year,  when  he  was  sent  to  Middletown,  where 
he  was  instructed  by  Peter  Coan,  in  his  private 
school.  Mr.  Coan  was  the  brother  of  Rev. 
Titus  Coan,  the  missionary  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands.  Remaining  one  year  in  Middletown, 
Mr.  Scovil  became  a pupil  of  the  Foster  private 
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school,  on  “Mt.  Parnassus,”  of  East  Haddam. 
From  that  school  he  returned  to  Middletown, 
and  took  a course  in  bookkeeping  and  kindred 
lines,  later  going  to  Westfield  (Mass.)  Acad- 
emy, and  after  six  months’  study  there  attended 
the  Bacon  Academy,  at  Colchester,  Conn.  He 
subsequently  went  to  New  Haven  for  further 
study  in  bookkeeping,  also  taking  up  the  study 
of  French.  In  the  intervals  of  these  periods 
of  study  M;r.  Scovil  assisted  his  father  during 
the  summers  in  the  shop,  where  he  and  his 
brother  Daniel  acquired  a practical  knowledge 
of  the  father's  business,  including  the  making 
of  hoes,  and  both  sons  were  in  this  way  thor- 
oughly educated  in  mechanics,  the  practical  re- 
sult of  this  training  being  shown  later  in  life. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  our  subject  was  a good 
mechanic,  ready  to  do  business  for  himself, 
but  he  remained  with  his  father  until  he  was 
twenty-two,  when,  his  health  becoming  in  a 
measure  impaired,  lie  removed  to  Middletown 
in  1842,  and  became  the  teller  in  the  Middle- 
sex County  Bank,  remaining  there  two  years. 
Meanwhile,  his  brother,  Daniel,  was  traveling 
through  the  South,  residing  with  the  planters, 
and  while  there  it  was  suggested  to  him  that 
a good  planter’s  hoe  was  much  needed.  Re- 
turning North,  Daniel  induced  his  brother 
Hezekiah  to  leave  Middletown  and  return  to 
Haddam,  and  join  him  in  an  attempt  to  make 
better  hoes  than  the  planters  were  then  using, 
which  were  all  imported  from  Europe.  At  this 
time  all  the  Government  gun-barrels  were  made 
of  iron  alone.  Later  steel  was  used,  and  that 
change  necessitated  the  use  of  different  ma- 
chinery, and  the  father  discontinuing  the  man- 
ufacture of  gun-barrels,  and  having  no  further 
use  for  the  forging  shops,  decided  to  hand  them 
over  to  his  sons,  Daniel  and  Hezekiah,  so  that 
they  might  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  plant- 
er’s hoes.  This  (1844)  was  the  beginning  of 
the  well  known  firm  of  D.  & H.  Scovil.  They 
were  the  first  to  manufacture  the  cotton  plant- 
er’s hoe  by  power  other  than  hand  labor,  in  this 
country,  and  the  first  to  apply  to  the  hoe  the 
name  by  which  it  is  universally  known,  the 
“Planter’s  hoe.”  In  all  these  years,  with  the 
exception  of  the  period  in  the  Civil  war,  when 
t was  entirely  employed  in  making  ramrods  for 
hie  United  States  Government,  the  firm  has 
manufactured  these  hoes.  The  industry  is  con- 
ducted in  four  groups  of  mill  buildings,  lo- 
atcd  on  the  banks  of  Candlewood  Hill  brook, 
1 tributary  to  the  Higganum  river.  Mill  No. 


1 was  built  by  the  firm  in  1849,  they  having 
previous  to1  that  date  occupied  the  manufactur- 
ing premises  of  their  father;  and  it  was  en- 
larged to  its  present  proportions  in  1855.  No. 

2 was  started  in  1859,  an<h  enlarged  the  year 
following.  No.  3,  which  includes  the  offices, 
was  built  in  1867.  No.  4,  built  in  1880,  was 
greatly  enlarged  from  time  to  time,  until  1887, 
when  a fine  brick  building,  with  boiler  and  en- 
gine house,  was  added  thereto.  To  all  of  these 
mills  power  is  furnished  by  the  water  of  Can- 
dlewood Hill  brook,  and  Mill  No.  4 is  also 
equipped  with  a ioo-horsepower  steam  engine. 

For  many  years  the  management  of  this 
industry  has  devolved  on  Hezekiah  Scovil, 
and  since  the  death  of  his  brother  he  has  been 
the  sole  proprietor.  Thoroughness  is  charac- 
teristic of  him,  and  in  the  hoe  business,  as  in 
everything  he  undertakes,  it  is  markedly  ap- 
parent. Quality  has  ever  been  his  aim,  and  as 
a result  his  business  well  illustrates  the  value 
of  a deservedly  good  reputation.  The  Scovil 
hoe  is  made  specially  for  use  in  cotton-growing 
States,  and  time  has  proved  that  it  has  no  equal 
for  the  purposes  intended,  a fact  which  is  tes- 
tified to  wherever  it  is  used,  for  it  has  been 
confirmed  and  declared  to  be  the  best  hoe  in 
the  world.  So'  widely  is  it  known,  and  so  thor- 
oughly is  its  reputation  established,  that,  fig- 
uratively speaking,  it  sells  itself.  Orders  come 
to  the  office  at  Higganum,  no  soliciting  is 
necessary,  and  the  name  “Scovil’s  Planter's 
hoe”  is  a recognized  guarantee  of  quality 
wherever  it  is  sold. 

Politically  Mr.  Scovil  is  a Democrat,  and 
represented  the  town  in  the  Legislature  in  the 
sessions  of  1857,  1S61  and  1869.  In  the  ses- 
sion of  1861  he  was  a member  of  the  commit- 
tees on  Schools  and  Agriculture,  and  of  the 
famous  Military  committee,  which  included  the 
well  known  and  able  Gov.  Buckingham,  Col. 
Wooster,  of  Derby,  Col.  Henry  C.  Deming, 
mayor  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  Judge  Elisha  Car- 
penter, of  Pomfret,  Gen.  Elihu  Gear,  of  Lyme. 
Gen.  Tease,  of  Somers,  and  Senator  Briscoe,  of 
Enfield,  who  was  chairman.  In  the  session  of 
1869  Mr.  Scovil  was  associated  with  the  late 
James  C.  Walkley,  and  they  were  both  selected 
and  elected  by  their  townsmen  to  labor  for  the 
interests  of  the  Valley  railroad,  which  they  did 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  their  constituency. 

On  December  12.  i860,  Mr.  Scovil  was 
married  to  Caroline  A.,  a daughter  of  Ben- 
1 nanuel  Bonfoev.  of  Haddam.  To  this  union 
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came:  Whitney  Daniel,  born  September  30, 

1861,  who  died  September  28,  1867.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Scovil  are  both  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Society  at  Higganum,  and  Mrs.  Sco- 
vil is  a member  of  the  church,  to  which  they 
both  liberally  contribute,  doing  everything  in 
their  power  to  promote  its  work  and  good  fel- 
lowship. In  1875  Mr.  Scovil  erected  a resi- 
dence in  one  of  the  more  elevated  parts  of  the 
town,  a large  and  handsome  brick  structure, 
commanding  extensive  views  on  all  sides,  and 
surrounded  by  pleasing,  well-kept  grounds, 
which  are  adorned  by  ornamental  trees,  shrubs, 
etc.  The  green  old  age  of  Mr.  Scovil  has  been 
lengthened  far  beyond  the  scriptural  allotment 
to  man,  but  although  he  is  in  his  eighty-third 
year  he  still  possesses  remarkable  energy  of 
mind,  though  his  bodily  vigor  and  strength  are 
greatly  lessened.  Mr.  Scovil  fills  the  full  out- 
line of  that  sentiment  happily  expressed  by  one 
of  England’s  noble  bards,  “An  honest  man’s 
the  noblest  work  of  God.” 

CLARENCE  EVERETT  BACON.  Con- 
spicuous on  the  roll  of  the  representative  law- 
yers of  Middlesex  county  appears  the  name  of 
Clarence  Everett  Bacon,  who  likewise  is  a 
member  of  the  family  which  has  long  been  iden- 
tified with  the  annals  of  Connecticut.  He  is 
of  the  eighth  generation  resident  in  Middle- 
town,  Middlesex  county,  of  which  his  agnatic 
ancestor  in  the  direct  line  was  one  of  the  orig- 
inal proprietors. 

In  no  profession  is  there  a career  more  open 
to  talent  than  in  that  of  the  law,  and  in  no  field 
of  endeavor  is  there  demanded  a more  careful 
preparation,  a more  perfect  appreciation  of  the 
absolute  ethics  of  life,  or  of  the  underlying 
principles  which  form  the  basis  of  all  human 
rights  and  privileges.  Unflagging  application, 
intuitive  judgment,  and  a determination  to  fully 
utilize  the  means  at  hand,  are  the  concomitants 
which  insure  personal  success  and  prestige  in 
this  great  profession,  which  stands  as  the  stern 
conservator  of  justice;  and  it  is  one  into’  which 
no  one  should  enter  without  a recognition  of 
the  obstacles  to  be  overcome  and  the  battles  to 
be  won,  for  success  does  not  perch  on  the 
falchion  of  every  person  who  enters  the  conv 
petitive  fray,  but  comes  only  as  the1  direct  and 
legitimate  result  of  capacity,  determinate  effort 
and  unmistakable  ability.  Possessing  all  the 
essential  qualifications  of  the  able  lawyer,  Mr. 
Bacon,  though  yet  a young  man,  has  attained  a 


commanding  position  at  the  Bar  of  Middlesex 
county,  and  has  gained  public  recognition  of 
a notable  order,  while  he  remains  entirely  unas- 
suming in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow  men,, 
and  yet  has  the  highest  regard  for  the  dignity 
of  his  profession. 

Mr.  Bacon  is  in  the  ninth  generation  in  line 
of  direct  descent  from  William  Bacon,  of 
Stretton  parish,  Rutlandshire,  England,  and  in 
the  eighth  generation  from  Nathaniel,  son  of 
William,  and  the  original  ancestor  of  the  fam- 
ily in  Middletown,  the  line  leading  to  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  sketch  being  given 
briefly  as  follows : William  Bacon,  1608,  of 

Stretton  parish,  Rutlandshire,  England;  Na- 
thaniel, 1630-1705,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Middletown,  Conn.,  in  1650;  Elder  John, 
1662-1698;  Lieut.  John,  1695-1781;  Joseph, 
1728-1785;  Capt.  John,  1776-1839;  Capt. 
Horace.  1794-1840;  Capt.  Henry  C.,  1816- 
1861 ; Clarence  E.,  1856. 

Capt.  Horace  Bacon,  grandfather  of  Clar- 
ence E.,  was  born  in  the  old  family  home,  in 
North  Main  street,  Middletown,  about  the 
year  1794,  the  eldest  child  of  Capt.  John  Bacon 
and  his  first  wife  Olive  (Ward),  who  had  six 
children,  of  whom  only  three  lived  to  attain 
years  of  maturity,  Horace,  Leverett  and  Olive. 
Leverett  married  and  died  in  Hartford;  Olive 
married  Seth  Turner,  and  removed  to  Ashta- 
bula, Ohio,  where  her  death  occurred. 

Capt.  Horace  Bacon  maintained  his  home  in 
Middletown,  living  in  Cherry  street,  between 
Ferry  and  Washington  streets.  He  was  well 
known  in  maritime  circles  as  a mariner  and 
navigator,  having  been  for  a number  of  years 
a -captain  of  a coasting  vessel.  He  reared  a 
good  family,  and  was  a man  of  ability  anid  in- 
flexible integrity.  In  politics  the  Captain  gave 
his  support  to  the  Democratic  party.  He  died 
November  10,  1840,  and  his  remains  repose  in 
Indian  Hill  cemetery.  Capt.  Bacon  was  mar- 
ried, about  the  year  1815,  to*  Miss  Delia  John- 
son, whose  death  occurred  February  29,  1880, 
when  she  was  aged  eighty-eight  years,  and  she, 
too,  was  interred  in  Indian  Hill  cemetery.  Of 
the  four  children  born  to  this  union  we  incor- 
porate a brief  record,  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Henry 

C.  is  the  father  of  Clarence  E.,  and  will  be 
duly  mentioned  in  later  paragraphs.  (2) 
James  D.,  who  is  president  of  a manufacturing 
company  in  Boston,  married  Augusta  Bristol, 
of  New  Haven,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  two  children,  Roger  and  Maud.  (3)  Mary 
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C.,  born  May  11,  1821,  was  first  married  to 
Henry  Smith,  and  of  this  union  two  children 
were  born — Helen  M.'  who  died  November  19, 
1879,  and  Eugenia  B.,  who  married  George 
Parker,  of  Thomaston,  Conn.  After  the  death 
of  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Smith  became  the 
wife  of  William  R.  Galpin,  whoi  was  born  Oc- 
tober 10,  1814,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
one  son,  William  S.,  who>  died  in  March,  1899. 
Mr.  Galpin's  death  occurred  November  20, 
1891,  his  wife  having  been  summoned  into1 
eternal  rest  July  15,  1889;  both  are  interred  in 
Indian  Hill  cemetery.  (4)  Frederick  Stanley, 
the  fourth  child  of  Capt.  Horace  Bacon,  was 
graduated  at  Tuft's  College,  and  became  a 
clergyman  of  the  Universalist  Church.  Pie 
never  married,  and  his  death  occurred  in  Bos- 
ton, December  14,  1873,  when  he  was  forty- 
two  years  and  six  months  old  ; his  remains  were 
brought  to  Middletown  for  interment  in  the 
old  cemetery  where  lie  the  mortal  remains  of 
so  many  members  of  the  family. 

Capt.  Henry  C.  Bacon,  the  father  of  the 
immediate  subject  of  this  review,  was  born  Au- 
gust 1,  j8i6,  in  Middletown,  and  there  his 
death  occurred  March  9,  1861.  In  his  boy- 
hood he  attended  the  schools  of  the  town,  and 
early  manifested  a signally  alert  and  receptive 
mentality,  individually  taking  up  the  study  of 
the  sciences  of  trigonometry  and  navigation,  in 
which,  as  in  many  other  branches  of  knowl- 
edge, he  thoroughly  schooled  himself  by  his 
own  efforts.  Like  his  father,  he  became  iden- 
tified with  the  coasting  trade,  and  for  many 
years  he  commanded  a vessel  plying  between 
Middletown  and  New  York  City,  the  boat,  un- 
der his  supervision,  holding  for  a long  time  the 
record  of  rapid  voyages  between  the  two  points 
mentioned.  He  carried  much  of  the  valuable 
freight  between  Connecticut  and  New  York 
points,  attaining  a high  reputation  in  his  chos- 
en vocation,  and  was  a particularly  skillful 
| navigator  and  competent  vessel  master,  ever 
commanding  the  unequivocal  confidence  and 
esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact. Though  he  was  a strict  disciplinarian,  he 
iad  the  sterling  attributes  of  character  which 
:aused  him  to  ever  retain  a strong  hold  upon 
he  regard  and  good-will  of  those  who  served 
nider  him,  and  no  more  trustworthy  man  ever 
'ommanded  a vessel  along  the  Atlantic  sea- 
board. He  finally  abandoned  a seafaring  life 
nd  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Middletown, 
vliere  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the  ship 
6 


chandlery  and  coal  business,  while  his  interest 
in  all  that  pertained  to  the  welfare  and  material 
progress  of  his  native  town  was  insistent  and 
1 of  unmistakable  value. 

The  Captain  was  a man  of  indomitable 
energy  and  clear  mental  grasp,  and  the  char- 
acteristics dominant  in  his  nature  may  be  in- 
ferred when  we  revert  to  the  fact  that  while 
a mere  youth  he  purchased  his  time  of  his 
father,  and  that  he  was  master  of  a vessel  when 
less  than  twenty  years  of  age.  After  retiring 
from  the  sea  Capt.  Bacon’s  sphere  of  effort 
was  not  confined  within  the  limitations  of  the 
business  mentioned,  for  his  public  spirit  and 
enterprise  led  him  to  be  ever  zealously  pro- 
moting some  object  for  the  advancement  of 
the  interests  of  his  native  town.  Thus  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  he  purchased  the  ruins  of 
what  was  known  as  the  “Power  building,”  on 
the  northwest  corner  of  Church  and  Hamlin 
streets,  and  offered  inducements  for  manufac- 
turers to.  make  use  of  the  structure,  which  lie 
rebuilt.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Ketcham  Mowing  Machine  Company,  and  built 
| a great  portion  of  the  building  now  occupied 
by  the  Goodyear  Rubber  Company,  and  he  was 
just  entering  upon  the  most  vital  portion  of 
his  business  career  when  he  met  his  death,  has- 
tened by  an  accident  which  he  suffered  in  fall- 
ing down  a hatchway.  He  passed  away  March 
9,  1861,  when  less  than  forty-five  years  of  age, 
and  in  his  demise  Middletown  lost  one  of  its 
most  honored  and  valuable  citizens,  and  one 
whose  loyalty  had  been  as  pronounced  as  his 
integrity,  which  was  ever  inflexible,  and  which 
touched  every  relation  of  his  life.  With  him 
friendship  was  inviolable,  and  he  was  never 
known  to  make  the  slightest  compromise  for 
the  sake  of  personal  policy.  That  a man  of  so 
marked  individuality  should  have  been  one  of 
strong  convictions  was  a foregone  conclusion, 
hut  lie  was  never  intolerant  in  his  judgment, 
and  was  ever  ready  to  perform  a kindly  act,  in- 
to help  those  in  affliction.  He  was  a man  of 
marked  executive  ability.  He  had  accumu- 
lated a competency  ere  his  death,  and  there  can 
be  no  reason  to  doubt  that  had  his  life  been 
spared  it  would  have  been  prolific  in  connection 
with  affairs  of  wide  scope  and  importance,  and 
such  as  would  have  redounded  to  the  Ixmcfit 
S of  his  town  and  his  State.  In  his  political  pro- 
clivities he  was  a stanch  Republican,  from  the 
time  that  party  was  organized,  having  pre- 
viously given  his  allegiance  to  the  Whig  party 
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of  the  Old  Line.  He  served  efficiently  as  first 
selectman  of  Middletown,  but  was  never  an 
aspirant  for  public  preferment.  In  his  youth 
he  identified  himself  with  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  whose  spiritual  work  and  collateral  benevo- 
lences he  maintained  a deep  and  abiding  inter- 
est, liberally  contributing  to*  the  cause. 

/ On  January  2,  1839,  Henry  C.  Bacon  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emily  Bishop 
Galpin,  who  was  born  January  7,  1819,  in  Ber- 
lin, Conn.,  daughter  of  Capt.  Joseph  (Jr.)  and 
Cecilia  (Bishop)  Galpin,  the  former  of  whom 
received  his  title  from  having  served  as  captain 
in  the  State  militia,  he  having  been  in  active 
duty  during  the  war  of  1812,  at  New  London. 
He  died  December  2,  1820,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
one  years,  and  his  wife,  Cecilia,  survived  him 
many  years,  passing  away  December  23,  1865, 
aged  seventy-three  ; both  were  laid  to  rest  in  In- 
dian Hill  cemetery,  which  has  been  so-  frequent- 
ly manhood.  Capt.  Galpin  was  a son  of  Col. 
Joseph  Galpin,  who  served  under  Washington 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  who  was 
a prominent  and  distinguished  man  of  Berlin, 
Conn.  Of  the  children  born  to  Henry  C.  and 
Emily  B.  (Galpin)  Bacon,  five  died  in  early 
youth,  namely : Norman  Henry,  Emma  Jane, 

Emily  Augusta,  Henry  _and  William  Galpin. 
Henry  C.,  Jr.,  was  drowned  in  Little  river 
June  6,  1863,  when  twelve  years  and  seven 
months  old.  Edwin  Vincent  likewise  died 
young,  and  Clarence  Everett,  the  subject  of  this 
reveiw,  is  the  only  one  of  the  children  now1  sur- 
viving. His  mother,  who  still  resides  with 
him,  is  now  of  venerable  age,  but  is  exception- 
ally well  preserved  in  both  physical  and  mental 
faculties ; she  has  ever  received  from  her  son 
the  deepest  filial  solicitude.  She  has  been  a 
devout  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  from 
her  youth  up,  and  is  still  a faithful  attendant 
of  the  services,  retaining  the  love  and  esteem' 
of  the  community  where  SO'  many  years  of  her 
life  have  been  passed. 

Clarence  E.  Bacon  received  his  preliminary 
educational  discipline  in  the  public  schools  of 
Middletown,  where  he  was  born  November 
11,  1856.  He  was  graduated  from  the  local 
high  school  in  the  class  of  1873,  and  soon  af- 
terward, in  1874,  matriculated  at  Wesleyan 
University,  where  he  was  a member  of  the 
class  of  1878.  While  in  college  he  devoted 
considerable  time  to  music  and  elocution,  was 
bass  singer  011  the  College  Quartette,  and  dur- 
ing his  course  took  two  prizes  in  elocution, 


and  was  one  of  the  Commencement  orators  at 
graduation.  Fond  of  athletics,  he  held  the  < 
position  of  pitcher  on  both  class  and  ’Varsity  j 
base-ball  teams  during  the  entire  four  years.  j 
He  was  elected  a member  of  the  Xi  Chapter  i 
of  Psi  Upsilon  Fraternity,  also  of  C.  & C.,  1 
a junior  class  society,  and  of  Skull  and  Ser-  ? 
pent,  a Senior  class  society.  After  gradua-  j 
tion  he  took  a.  short  course  in  vocal  culture  at 
Boston,  Mass.  For  twelve  years  Mr.  Bacon 
was  soloi  basso  in  the  choir  of  Holy  Trinity 
Church  and  was  heard  as  a soloist  in  many 
concerts. 


Mr.  Bacon  began  his  work  of  technical  f 
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preparation  for  the  law  in  1878, 
under  the  preceptorship  of  Judge  Silas  A. 
Robinson,  of  Middletown,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  of  the  State  in  1882.  During  1881- j 
1882  he  was  clerk  of  the  Probate  Court  for  the 
District  of  Middletown,  and  fromi  1884  tcf 
1896  he  was  Corporation  Counsel  for  hist 
native  city,  while  since  1883  he  has  been  aii 
member  of  the  directorate  for  the  Connecti-ij. 
cut  Industrial  School  for  Girls,  and  for  severa 
years  has  served  as  secretary  and  treasure!] 
for  the  board.  Since  1888  he  has  been  ; 
director  of  the  Central  National  Bank,  of  Mid 
dletown,  and  he  is  also,  a trustee  and  diifj 
rector  of  the  Farmers  & Mechanics  Saving f 
Bank,  and  of  the  Middlesex  Mutual  Assuranc  i 
Company,  at  Middletown.  In  1897  he  wa| 
appointed  counsel  for  the  New  York,  Nev fj 
Haven  & Hartford  Railroad  Company,  fj 
Middlesex  county,  and  he  has  since  held  thi 
preferment.  Mr.  Bacon  was  a mtemiber  of  th 
first  State  Examining  Committee  for  admis 
sion  to  the  Bar,  having  been  appointed  to1  th  j 
office  by  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  i 
1890,  and  being-  still  a member  of  the  boarcj  j 
Fie  is  a member  of  two  of  the  Greek  lette 
college  fraternities,  the  Psi  Upsilon  and  t! 
Phi  Beta  Kappa,  to  the  latter  of  which 
bad  the  honor  of  being  elected  on  the  scoi 
of  effective  post  g-raduate  work  which  he  ha 
done.  In  1895  Mr.  Bacon  made  a toi 
abroad,  visiting  the  British  Isles,  and  Ge 
many. 

Since  1889  Mr.  Bacon  has  been  a memfo< 
of  the  vestry  of  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Protes 
ant  Episcopal,  of  which  both  he  and  his  w'i 
are  communicants.  While  in  no  sense  a po 
tician,  Mr.  Bacon  gives  his  allegiance  to‘tl 
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mast  conclusively  the  estimate  placed  upon 
him  in  professional,  business  and  social 
circles.  The  records  of  the  courts  attest  the 
fact  that  he  has  been  remarkably  successful 
in  winning  cases  for  his  clients.  H'e  has  at- 
tained a high  reputation  in  his  profession, 
in  which  he  does  not  touch  criminal  law,  and 
is  known  as  a man  of  scholarly  attainments, 
broad  culture  and  thorough  legal  learning, 
and  controls  a practice  of  a distinctively  rep- 
resentative character,  while  his  gracious  per- 
sonality has  gained  for  him  a popularity  which 
is  worthy  the  name.  Like  his  father,  he  is 
thoroughly  public-spirited  in  his  attitude,  and 
is  one  of  the  loyal  upholders  of  the  interests  of 
his  native  town. 

On  March  28,  1883,  Mr.  Bacon  was  united 
in  marriage,  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  with  Miss 
' Katharine  Sedgwick  Whiting,  who-  was  born 
in  Hartford,  only  child  of  Gurclon  Saltonstall 
and  Catherine  (Sedgwick)  Whiting,  repre- 
sentatives of  distinguished  old  families  of  New 
- England.  Mrs.  Bacon  is  a descendant  of 
Major  Gen.  Robert1  Sedgwick,  who  fought 
under  Cromwell.  Major  Gen.  John  Sedgwick, 
who-  fell  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  was  a rel- 
ative  on  the  maternal  side.  Mrs.  Bacon  is  also 
a descendant  of  John  Haynes,  the  first  gov- 
ernor and  of  William  Whiting,  the  first  treas- 
urer  of  Hartford  Colony,  Gov.  William  Brad- 
ford, of  Plymouth  Colony,  and  Gov.  Guddon 
Saltonstall  of  Conecticut.  Mrs.  Bacon  is  one  of 
the  influential  members  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution  in  Connecticut,  and 
at  present  is  secretary  of  the  State  organiza- 
tion. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bacon  are  the  parents  of 
three  children,  namtely : Katharine  Whiting, 

born  M'av  26,  1884;  Roger  Whiting,  born  Oc- 
■ tober  5,  '1888;  and  Clarence  E.  Jr.,  born  Au- 
J gust  18,  1890. 
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HON.  ABNER  ROBERTS  was  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  respected  citizens  of  the 
town  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county.  He 
was  born  August  12,  1811,  in  South  Farm, 
where  he  resided  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
and  descended  from  a very  old  Connecticut 
family  of  considerable  note. 

Henchman  Roberts,  grandfather  of  Abner, 
was  a farmer,  and  lived  near  the  late  home  of 
our  subject,  lie  had  born  to  him  five  children, 
viz.:  Frenchman,  father  of  Abner;  William,  a 
farmer,  who  married  Sally  Bailey:  Norris,  a 


blacksmith,  who  married  Martha  Collins ; Per- 
cy, who'  married  Israel  Driggs;  and  Wickham. 
Henchman  Roberts  met  an  accidental  death, 
breaking  his  neck  in  a fall  in  his  barn. 

Henchman  Roberts  (2)  was  a farmer  all 
his  life.  He  Was  a member  of  the  old  militia. 
On  M'ay  26,  1796,  he  married  Mary  Johnson, 
of  Johnson  Lane,  and  they  had  a family  of 
ten  children,  namely : Nancy,  born  March  30, 
1797,  married  Rufus  Bailey,  a joiner  in  Mid- 
dletown; Henchman,  born  December  7,  1798, 
died  August  7,  1800;  Percy,  born  April  11, 
i8or,  married  Alpheus  Dickinson  October  10, 
1824,  and  moved  to  Randolph,  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  where  she  died  April  1,  1826.  (Mr. 
Dickinson  was  a farmer ; he  was  married  six 
times)  ; Henchman,  was  born  February  5, 
1803,  was  extensively  engaged  in  farming  in 
Durham',  where  he  married  Mfary  Nettleton, 
and  where  he  died  July  4,  1872;  Dliana,  born 
January  26,  1805,  died  June  26,  1807;  Diana 
(2),  born  May  31,  1807,  died  December  31st, 
of  the  same  year ; Comfort,  born  October  28, 
i8b8,  died  in  Middletown  November  21,  1827, 
unmarried;  Abner  is  mentioned  below;  Alvin, 
born  August  28,  1813,  a farmer  and  joiner, 
married  Charlotte  Arnold  in  January,  1843, 
and  died  in  South  Farm*;  Lucretia,  born  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1816,  was  married  to  Charles  Cooper 
January  14,  1852,  and  died  January  4,  1853. 
(Mr.  Cooper,  who  was  a seafaring  man,  is  liv- 
ing in  Middletown  at  an  advanced  age). 
Henchman  Roberts  (2)  was  a regular  church- 
goer. Lie  died  May  10,  1838,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years,  his  widow  surviving  until 
February  17,  1850. 

Abner  Roberts  wfeis  born  near  the  place 
where  he  made  his  home,  and  received  a dis- 
trict-school education  in  the  old  brick  school 
house  that  stood  opposite  the  late  home  of 
Benjamin  Douglass,  the  pupils  being  taught 
by  a Mr.  Bartlett,  of  New  Haven.  When 
about  eighteen  years  old  Abner  came  to  Mid- 
dletown, lived  with  William  Roberts,  a cousin, 
and  paid  for  his  board  by  doing  chores.  In 
summer  lie  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  un- 
til he  was  twenty-five  years  old  when  he 
was  presented  with  a half  acre  of  land, 
on  which  he  erected  his  late  dwelling,  which 
in  its  day  was  considered  a verv  good  one.  He 
cared  for  his  father  until  the  close  of  the  lat- 
ter’s life,  after  which  the  mother  was  cared 
for  by  her  daughter  Lucretia.  It  was  not  un- 
til his  father’s  death  that  Abner  Roberts  moved 
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to  his  late  home.  He  went  in  debt  for  the 
house,  diligently  fanned  his  half-acre,  and  did 
farm  work  and  odd  jobs  in  the  vicinity,  re- 
ceiving sometimes  less  than  a dollar  per  day, 
but  his  wife  aided  him,  and  together  they 
saved  all  they  could.  M!r.  Roberts  also>  worked 
on  the  hospital  building,  hauling  stone  and 
other  material.  By  industry  and  economy  he 
was  enabled  to  add  to  his  farm  from  time  to 
time,  and  he  came  to  own  fifty-four  acres,  on 
which  he  made  all  the  improvements.  He  car- 
ried on  general  farming*  and  raised  tobacco  for 
years,  and  was  an  active  worker  until  June, 
1890,  from  which  time  until  his  death  in  1901, 
he  was  confined  to'  the  house. 

Abner  Roberts  w’as  united  in  marriage,  .De- 
cember 6,  1838,  with  Miss  Mary  S.  Hubbard, 
who  was  born  March  21,  1813,  at  Farm  Hill, 
daughter  of  Asa  and  Sally  (Sears)  Hubbard. 
Three  children  came  tO'  this  union,  viz. : Fran- 
cis Eugene,  born  October  16,  1843,  married 
Emma,  widow  of  his  brother,  'Charles  E,. ; 
Charles  Edgar,  born  May  20,  1846,  married 
Emma  Van  Sands,  was  a dealer  in  meats  in 
South  Farm,  and  died  March  14,  1889:  Mary 
Emma,  born  September  21,  1852,  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Frisbee,  of  Cromwell,  sketch  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  a lifelong  Democrat,  and 
prominent  in  his  party.  His  first  Presidential 
vote  was  cast  for  James  K.  Polk  and  George 
M.  Dallas  (1844).  He  served  on  the  board 
of  selectmen  two  years  ; in  1872  represented  his 
town  in  the  State  Legislature,  his  colleague 
being  Benjamin  W.  Douglass,  a very  intimate 
friend  and  lifelong  accjiiaintance ; and  was  for 
several  years  a justice  of  the  peace.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Roberts  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church  for  over  forty  years,  and  for  a long 
time  he  was  a class-leader  at  South  Farm. 

Mb.  Roberts  stood  among  the  most  hon- 
ored residents  of  Middletown,  and  made  a suc- 
cess of  life,  which  success  may  be  attributed 
to  a considerable  extent  to1  the  assistance  of 
his  hard-working  and  economical  wife,  who1 
for  a number  of  years  before  his  death,  when 
he  was  almost  helpless  and  confined  to'  his 
house,  was  unremitting  in  her  attention  and 
care. 

HOIN.  ELI  HU  SPENCER,  whose  death 
produced  a profound  impression  in  the  com- 
munity, had  won  by  his  gifted  mind  and  un- 
blemished character,  an  enviable  distinction 


among  his  fellow  citizens.  To  those  who  knew 
him  intimately  his  early  departure  had  a touch- 
ing and  impressive  significance.  He  was  born 
in  Warren,  Trumbull  Co.,  Ohio,  February  26,  1 

1820.  His  father,  Elihu  Spencer,  Esq.  was  a j 

son  of  the  Hon.  Isaac  Spencer,  for  many  years 
treasurer  of  the  State  of  Connecticut;  and  t 

grandson  of  Gen.  Joseph  Spencer,  of  East  Had-  j 

dam,  who  was  a distinguished  officer  in  the  j 
Revolutionary  army. 

Elihu  Spencer,  Esq.,  was  a lawyer  by  pro-  t 
fession,  and  a man  of  strong  mind  and  spotless 
integrity.  He  died  of  pulmonary  disease  at 
Warren,  a few  months  before  the  birth  of  his 
only  son,  the  subject  of  this  article.  The  lat- 
ter was  thus  in  one  sense  an  orphan  from  his 
birth  ; but  although  never  enjoying  the  aid  and 
counsel  of  a father,  he  was  by  no  means  an  or- 
phan in  that  desolate  sense  in  which  we  so  often 
use  that  term  to  designate  children  who  are 
bereft  of  all  those  delightful  and  blessed  ex-  [ 
periences  which  spring  from  parental  love,  pro- 
tection and  nurture.  It  was  his  good  fortune  j 
to  enjoy  almost  uninterruptedly  through  life,, 
the  society  of  his  mother,  who,  in  her  maiden-  * 
hood,  was  Sarah  Sage,  daughter  of  Abner  and  j 

Ruth  (Ellsworth)  Sage.  Abner  Sage  was  one  j 
of  the  prominent  men, of  Portland  (then  Chath-  i 
am)  in  his  day.  * 

Of  Sarah  ( Sage)  Spencer,  nothing  but  | 
praise  can  be  said.  She  possessed  superior  en-  j 
dcwments  and  rare  excellencies  of  character,  I 
and  by  her  unwearied  assiduity,  and  her  scrupu- 
lous  care  for  his  education,  both  moral  and  in- 
tellectual, she  contributed  powerfully  to'  unfold 
and  develop  that  character  in  her  son  which 
won  respect  wherever  he  was  known.  Soon  I 
after  the  birth  of  her  son,  Mrs.  Spencer  re- 
turned to  Connecticut,  her  native  State,  and  f 
after  a few  years,  settled  in  Middletown,  where, 
for  the  greater  part  of  their  lives,  they  resided.,  j 
Fie  entered  Wesleyan  University  when  he  was  f 
but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  graduated  in 
1838,  after  completing  the  usual  course  of  I 
study,  with  the  reputation  of  a good  scholar, 
and  with  the  dawn  of  a brilliant  future  appar- 
ently opening  upon  him.  He  afterward  spent 
one  year  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  reading  law  in 
the  office  of  Orlando  Hastings,  Esq.,  at  the 
same  time  residing  with  the  family  of  Judge 
Selden.  He  subsequently  entered  the  office 
of  Judge  Storrs;  and  after  completing 
the  usual  course  of  legal  studies,  was  ad- 
mitted  to  the  Bar  of  Middlesex  county  when 
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lie  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  soon  ac- 
quired a high  reputation  as  a lawyer  and  was 
retained  in  important  causes,  and  became  one 
of  the  eminent  men  in  his  profession.  For 
several  years  lie  held  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the 
Courts  for  Middlesex  county,  which  he  dis- 
charged to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Court, 
the  Bar  and  the  public.  This  position  brought 
him  into  intimate  relations  with  the  judges  of 
all  the  courts,  and  in  a very  remarkable  degree 
he  enjoyed  their  confidence  as  a lawyer  and  as  a 
man.  He  served  as  town  clerk,  and  judge  of 
Probate,  and  several  times  represented  Middle- 
town  in  the  State  Legislature,  filling  these 
places  with  great  usefulness  andi  distinction, 
discharging  their  duties  with  that  thoroughness 
and  scrupulousness  which  distinguished  all  his 
labors.  In  1855  lie  was  a prominent  member  of 
the  House,  where  he  used  his  influence  in  favor 
the  new  Judiciary  Bill,  and  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  appointed  one  of  the  Superior  Court 
judges  provided  for  in  the  bill  had  not  his 
already  failing  health  warned  him  that  the 
severe  duties  and  sedentary  habits,  incident  to  a 
seat  on  the  Bench,  would  accelerate  his  decline. 
Mr.  Spencer's  brilliant  legal  attainments  gave 
him  such  a position  at  this  session  as  required 
untiring  labor,  which  exhausted  his  strength  in 
investigation  and  debate.  It  was  while  thus  en- 
gaged that  an  insidious  disease,  which  had  long 
been  tampering  with  his  constitution,  struck  the 
fatal  blow  and  marked  him  for  the  grave.  Had 
he  been  permitted  to  live  he  would  doubtless 
have  enjoyed  positions  of  eminence  in  the  State. 

In  his  early  life  Mr.  Spencer  was  an  ad- 
herent to  Democratic  principles,  but  he  sep- 
arated from  the  Democratic  party,  and  was 
chosen  Presidential  elector  in  1856  on  the  Fre- 
mont ticket;  he  was  nominated  in  1857  by  that 
party  for  the  office  of  lieutenant-governor,  but 
declined.  For  the  last  two  or  thvee  years  pre- 
ceding his  death  he  withdrew  from  practice, 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  compara- 
tive seclusion,  solacing  his  hours  in  the  society 
of  his  gifted  mother  and  in  the  companionship 
of  books,  of  which  he  was  an  extensive  andi 
discriminating  reader.  His  final  departure, 
although  it  was  long  expected,  fell  with  the 
weight  of  a sudden  calamity  on  his  friends  and 
on  the  community  in  which  lie  lived. 

Mr.  Spencer  was  an  ardent  and  consistent 
friend  of  temperance,  but  chose  to  enforce  his 
principles  by  a quiet  and  uniform  example 
rather  than  by  vehement  assertion.  Although 


never  formally  connected  with  any  denomina- 
tive church  order,  his  life  afforded  a brilliant 
example  of  that  true  charity  and  benevolence 
which  are  peculiar  to  the  Christian  character. 
Possessed  of  high  intellectual  qualities,  exten- 
sive information,  superior  social  excellencies 
and  a heart  pure  and-  generous,  he  was  beloved 
by  all  denominations  of  Christians,  for  all  were 
embraced  in  the  abundant  charity  and  kindness 
of  his  own  heart.  That  he  was  gifted  with 
extraordinary  powers  no  one  who  knew  him 
well  could  doubt.  His  mind  was  acute,  critical 
and  vigorous,  pursuing  whatever  subject  he 
took  up,  with  a clear  vision  and  steady  step,  to 
the  very  limit  of  investigation.  He  was  com- 
paratively destitute  of  imagination,  and  conse- 
quently never  gave  color  and  splendor  to  his 
diction.  He  rarely  indulged  in  figurative  ex- 
pression, and  never  sought  to  captivate  the 
fancy,  and  thus  carry  the  judgment  of  a jury  by 
specious  analogies  or  brilliant  illustrations,  but 
his  fluent  thought  flamed  forth  in  lucid  and 
copious  language.  His  manner  was  courteous 
and  unpretending,  as  his  argument  was  severe 
and  logical.  His  good  taste  always  preserved 
the  purity  of  his  style,  and  his  gentle  heart 
would  have  shrunk  from  the  least  display  of 
violence.  He  cherished  an  honorable  ambi- 
tion for  that  distinction  in  the  profession  of 
which  he  was  a member  which  is  founded  upon 
solid  merit,  and  had  his  physical  constitution 
been  as  robust  as  his  mind  he  would  soon  have 
been  regarded  as  one  of  its  brightest  orna- 
ments. His  culture  was  not  confined  to  the 
law,  but  he  was  familiar  with  the  best  depart- 
ments of  literature,  always  delighting  in  those 
works  which  belong  to  a high  range  of 
thought.  He  carried  into  his  literary  and 
philosophical  reading  the  same  clear  and  ex- 
acting judgment  which  guided  him  in  his  legal 
investigations,  and  that  judgment  was  never 
confused  by  poetical  conceits,  nor  bewildered 
by  eloquent  declamation.  Id  is  power  to  ab- 
stract ideas  was  very  great,  sometiir.es  leading 
him  to  insist,  too  rigidly,  on  their  practical 
application,  while  the  very  abundance  of  his 
mental  resources,  by  which  he  was  able  to  for- 
tify his  own  ideas,  together  with  his  capacity 
foV  philosophical  speculation,  too  often  led 
him  to  underrate  the  value  and  force  of  great 
authorities.  Principle  was  more  cogent  than 
precedent,  and  he  was  occasionallv  impatient 
to  break  up  and  relay  foundations,  and  adapt 
their,  to  the  support  of  superstructures  which 
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his  reason  could  more  fully  approve.  He 
never  worshiped  at  the  fallen  shrine  of  an- 
tiquity, nor  indulged  in  poetical  reveries 
among  moss-covered  stones,  or  “ivy-mantled 
ruins.”  With  him  Time  could  never  make 
error  venerable,  nor  consecrate  a wrong.  But 
his  moral  character  surpassed,  in  beauty  and 
symmetry,  his  intellect.  He  was  kind-hearted, 
gentle  and  affectionate,  always  careful  not  to 
wound  the  sensibilities  of  any  one.  To  his 
seniors  at  the  Bar  he  was  respectful,  and  to' 
his  juniors  he  was  courteous,  ever  ready  to 
aid  them  by  his  enlightened  council.  Just  to; 
others,  he  rarely  failed  to  acknowledge  merit 
wherever  it  existed.  No  jealous  feeling  ever 
darkened  his  countenance,  or  shot  a pang 
through  his  heart.  Owing  to'  his  feeble  health, 
he  never  had  the  opportunity  of  displaying  his 
abilities  on  an  extended  and  conspicuous 
stage,  yet  he  did  not  repine,  but  diligently 
employed  his  talents  within  the  narrow  com- 
pass allowed  by  his  physical  strength,  and 
the  thoroughness  and  finish  of  all  his  produc- 
tions attest  his  scrupulous  fidelity,  and  the 
just  sense  he  entertained  of  the  dignity  and 
responsibility  of  his  profession.  Though 
without  the  ostentatious  generosity  which 
often  secures  ephemeral  applause,  he  was 
equally  destitute  of  that  intense  selfishness 
which,  like  a cankerworm,  consumes  the  bloom 
and  verdure  of  life.  Upon  all  subjects  Elihu 
Spencer  entertained  very  decided  opinions,  but 
never  intruded  his  views  upon  others.  Frank, 
independent  and  unequivocal  in  the  expression 
of  what  lie  thought  just  and  true,  he  was  never 
dogmatical,  over-confident,  or  intolerant  of 
the  opinions  of  others.  He  was  upright  and 
honorable  in  his  professional  conduct,  ever  ad- 
dressing the  reason  and  understanding  of  the 
court  and  jury,  and,  disdaining  to-  appeal  to 
personal  or  party  prejudices,  he  rested  his 
causes  upon  their  own  independent  merits. 
He  was  singularly  modest  and  unobtrusive, 
never  crowding  himself  on  the  notice  of  others, 
nor  securing'  position  by  art  and  management. 

Like  all  who  occupy  a tenement  of  flesh, 
Mr.  Spencer  had  imperfections.  These  lie  ac- 
knowledged with  the  deepest  humility,  and 
constantly  strove  to>  improve  his  character. 
He  was  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life 
and  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness.  He 

struggled  against  the  stern  but  certain  prog- 
ress of  his  malady,  the  termination  of  which 


was  accompanied  with  much  suffering.  His 
wish,  however,  was  justified  in  having  his 
consciousness  continue  to'  the  last,  when,  with 
an  expression  of  resignation,  his  spirit  quietly 
passed  away.  His  business  transactions  were 
carefully  arranged,  and  he  spoke  freely  of  his 
approaching  dissolution,  begging  those  around 
him  not  to.  encourage  an  expectation  of  his 
recovery.  For  every  attention  he  was  consider- 
ate and  grateful.  Of  his  cousin,  Miss  Ejmily 
A.  Selden,  who  from  infancy  had  been  as  a 
sister,  and  was  a constant  and  devoted  nurse 
with  his  mother,  he  said  that  she  was  to  him 
like  an  angel  of  mercy.  He  never  married, 
but  continued  to*  reside  with  his  mother,  to 
whom  he  was  devotedly  attached.  His  tastes 
and  habits  were  simple,  and  the  whole  conduct 
of  his  life  was  distinguished  for  its  unpretend- 
ing dignity.  His  integrity  was  not  only  with- 
out a stain,  but  without  suspicion.  He  was  a 
pure,  single-hearted,  just  man,  and  his  best 
eulogy  was  to  be  found  in  the  deep  sense  of 
personal  bereavement  felt  in  every  heart  that 
knew  him  well.  The  death  of  Elihu  Spencer 
occurred  April  n,  1858. 

Mrs.  Spencer  survived  her  son  until  Oc- 
tober 8,  1863.  The  following  poem  was  com- 
posed by  her  during  a wakeful  night  in  her 
seventy-fourth  year : 

A Patriotic  Ode. 

Come  on,  come  on,  my  loyal  men, 

Come  on  to  meet  our  foes ; 

They’ve  done  us  every  kind  of  wrong, 

As  all  the  world  well  knows. 

Come  on,  come  on.  but  not  in  wrath— 

Come  on  in  sober  might ; 

Our  foes  are  men — but  erring  men, 

And  we  must  set  them  right. 

Come  on,  come  on,  and  bravely  fight, 

-Nor  dread  a soldier’s  grave, 

If  it  should  chance  to  be  your  lot 
To  fall  among  the  brave. 

Come  on,  come  on,  your  friends  will  mourn. 

Yet  proudly  tell  your  fate; 

“He  died  to  save  the  honor  bright 
Of  country  and  of  state.” 

Come  on,  come  on,  the  time  has  come 
When  we  can  bear  no  more ; 

The  Rebel  chiefs  have  found  us  loth 
To  stain  our  earth  with  gore. 

Come  on,  come  on,  we  now  must  fight 
To  conquer  or  to  fly; 

And  who  would  rather  do  the  last 
Than  in  the  battle  die? 
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Come  on,  come  on,  your  country  needs 
Your  utmost  strength  and  skill; 

Come  on  and  save  her  from  reproach, 

And  all  her  hopes  fulfill. 

S.  S. 

Middletown,  November,  1861. 

The  following  maxims  were  written  by  Mr. 
Spencer  in  1846,  when  he  was  twenty-six  years 
of  age,  and  twelve  years  before  his  death.  A 
short  time  before  his  demise,  while  looking 
over  his  papers,  and  while  consigning  many 
to  the  flames,  he  handed  a little  package  to 
his  mother,  and  said,  “Mother,  I don’t  quite 
like  to  destroy  this ; it  has  cost  me  considerable 
time  and  thought;  you  may  have  it.”  On  the 
opening  of  the  paper,  a short  time  after  his 
death,  these  maxims  were  found.  They  had 
probably  never  before  met  any  eye  except  bis 
own  : 

MAXIMS  OF  MORALITY. 

(I)  Independence.  Be  your  own  judge. 
Though  you  relish  praise,  never  mjake  it  the 
leading  object.  Let  your  self-respect  be  suffi- 
cient. You  cannot  please  all.  Without  inde- 
pendence, you  cannot  be  consistent.  Nothing 
is  more  ridiculous  than  an  undue  fear  of  ridi- 
cule. Yet  be  not  indifferent  to>  reputation. 
Deserve  it,  and  it  will  follow.  Virtue  will  be- 
get gratitude,  and  gratitude,  commendation. 
The  good  will  honor  goodness,  and  the  wise 
wisdom.  As  for  the  wicked  and  foolish,  be- 
hold what  idols  they  worship ; and  seek  not 
their  adulation ! Be  ashamed  only  of  what  is 
shameful!  Beware  of  false  pride!  You  will 
not  be  dishonored  for  doing  that  which  is  hon- 
orable. If  some  sneer,  others  will  admire.  In- 
dependence is  tbe  nucleus  of  character.  It 
gives  influence.  Jt  is  necessary  to  greatness. 

(IT)  Courage.  Fear  confuses  the  intel- 
lect, and  degrades  the  character.  Courage  is 
not  only  an  attractive  virtue,  but  a most  de- 
sirable one.  It  enters  into1  the  idea  of  man- 
hood. It  is  essential  to'  activity  and  energy. 
We  all  may  have  duties  as  champions  and  pro- 
tectors. There  are  always  battles  to  fight.  We 
are  surrounded  by  perils.  But  beware  of 
temerity.  Courage  is  cool  and  calculates 
chances!  Rashness  shuts  up  its  eyes,  and  is 
brave,  because  it  is  blind.  Courage  is  not  a 
constitutional  virtue,  but  it  may  be  promoted. 
Study  its  examples:  forbear  all  exnressions  of 
timidity;  examine  tbe  appearances  of  danger; 
study  the  doctrines  of  chance;  strive  to  be  al- 
ways collected;  lead  an  active  life. 


(III)  Self  Control.  The  best  of  one's 
possessions  is  himself.  It  is  lost  when  passion 
usurps  the  throne.  Express  yourself  with 
moderation.  The  temper  is  heated  with  its 
own  flames.  Beware  of  controversy.  Never 
contradict  another.  Confine  yourself  to  doubts 
and  questions.  Do>  not  imagine  yourself  called 
upon  to>  vindicate  all  your  opinions  at  all  times. 
Be  silent  when  vexed.  Do'  not  try  to  reason 
with  unreasonable  people.  Speak  with  de- 
liberation; with  a low  voice;  and  without  dog- 
matism. Never  interrupt  any  one  who  is  dis- 
puting. Study  composure  of  manner.  Cherish 
the  spirit  of  forgiveness  and  not  of  resent- 
ment. When  conversation  becomes  too  ex- 
cited, change  the  subject.  Let  your  zeal  in 
all  things  be  tempered  by  moderation.  Never 
recriminate ; affect  tbe  retort  courteous ; “A 
soft  word  turneth  away  anger.”  Avoid  oc- 
casions of  passion.  Never  espouse  a quarrel, 
but  strive  to  be  a peacemaker.  If  guilty  of 
undue  passion,  apologize  and  make  amends. 
It  will  restore  peace  ; it  is  demanded  by  justice; 
and  it  is  a deserved  discipline.  In  respect  to 
your  desires,  clo-  not  always  gratify  them.  If 
you  find  yourself  eager  beyond  reason,  check 
and  disappoint  your  appetite.  Be  imperious 
with  yourself.  Let  the  laws  of  your  self  gov- 
ernment be  obeyed.  Even  if  they  are  unrea- 
sonable, do  not  alter  them  at  the  instigation  of 
passion.  Wait  till  reason  can  hold  a session  to 
revise  them. 

(IV)  Patience.  Let  not  small  evils  irri- 
tate, or  great  ones  depress  you.  When  in 
trouble  let  all  your  energy  be  spent  in  seeking 
relief.  Do  not  waste  yourself  by  complaints; 
or  unman  yourself  by  despondency.  Weigh  the 
calamities  which  you  suffer,  estimate  exactly 
how  heavy  they  are;  think  whether  you  could 
not  bear  more.  Seek  those  who  are  in  greater 
trouble  than  yourself,  and  relieve  them.  Sym- 
pathy is  the  halm  of  suffering,  but  not  so  much 
the  sympathy  others  feel  for  us,  as  that  which 
we  feel  for  others.  Patience  enables  11s  to  re- 
tain our  self-respect,  and  self-respect  is  a 
great  consolation.  Grief  is  exaggerated  by 
its  own  expressions.  It  is  eloquent,  and  makes 
us  believe  our  suffering  greater  than  it  is. 
Complaint  repels  consolation  : Patience  attracts 
it.  Remember  that  physical  and  mental  suffer- 
ing are  both  temporary.  Recall  what  von  have 
passed  through  before.  Set  how  mam  happy 
persons  there  are.  who  have  also  been  distressed 
as  you  are  now.  As  a last  resort,  consider 
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that  “there  is  a balm  for  those  who  weep,” 
and  that  the  future  world  is  not  without  hope. 
In  respect  to  trifles,  by  which  so  many  minds 
are  disturbed  of  their  repose,  look  upon  them 
as  a practical  lesson  of  philosophy ; congratu- 
late yourself  upon  your  trials ; and  make  them 
the  occasion  of  self-discipline.  Never  he  im- 
patient of  the  dullness  of  others.  If  your  ap- 
prehension is  superior,  congratulate  yourself 
upon  it,  but  make  no  unmanly  and  unkind 
demonstration.  Your  impatience  will  either 
terrify  or  displease  those  you  would  teach. 
Kindness  and  patience  are  better  instructors. 
The  more  amiable  you  are,  the  better  you  will 
be  understood.  To  be  impatient  with  feeble 
comprehension,  is  only  to  resent  one  weakness 
with  another  and  a worse  one.  Ypu  need  not 
spend  your  time  with  those  who.  are  dull,  nor 
seek  their  conversation,  but,  if  thrown  to- 
gether, scorn  not  an  infirmity  which  they  can- 
not help.  Your  quickness  is  perhaps  the  only 
quality  in  which  you  excel  ; at  any  rate,  you 
should  use  it  to-  assist  and  not  to  insult  your 
companions. 

(V)  Contentment.  There  is  no  situa- 
tion so  good  but  there  may  be  a better.  This 
is  a good  reason  why  we  should  seek  to  im- 
prove our  condition,  but  no  reason  why 
we  should  cease  to.  enjoy  it.  That  ambition  is 
excessive  which  banishes  content ; for  it  robs 
us  of  more  than  it  confers.  It  pays  us  mostly 
in  empty  promises.  It  is  well  to  be  dissatisfied 
with  the  evils  of  our  state,  but  Discontent  does 
not  discriminate;  it  rejects  the  good  also. 
Restlessness  is  rather  a quality  of  the  mind, 
than  a result  of  the  occasion.  It  will  follow 
3'our  condition,  however  improved.  You 
must  subdue  it.  You  are  not  otherwise  un- 
happy than  as  you  think  so.  See  how  many  per- 
sons are  cheerful,  who  seem  to  be  situated 
worse  than  yourself ; do  not  flatter  yourself 
that  their  taste  is  delicate;  or  that  they  would 
enjoy  something  better.  Place  yourself  and 
them  in  any  circumstance,  they  will  still  be 
happy ; you  will  still  be  discontented.  Eradi- 
cate the  fault  in  yourself;  do  not  wait  for 
events  which  may  not  happen.  To  do  this 
dwell  upon  the  pleasure  within  your  reach ; do 
the  good  within  your  power ; compare  your 
circumstances  with  those  that  are  still  worse; 
never  complain ; consider  what  your  merit  is. 
Be  diligent  in  well  doing.  Envy  no  one,  for 
appearances  are  deceitful,  and  those  that  you 
think  fortunate  may  be  wretched ; and  finally, 


let  your  chief  ambition  be  to  become  good,  for 
then,  and  then  only,  you  can  command  the 
circumstances  upon  which  your  happiness  de- 
pends. 

(VI)  Self-Denial  for  the  Sake  of 
Others.  Selfishness  is  the  lion  in  the  path 
of  virtue.  He  will  stay  there  as  long  you  will 
feed  him.  Deprive  him  of  his  daily  rations, 
and  he  will  by  and  by  retreat.  Let  every  day 
witness  some  act  of  self-denial.  Sacrifice 
daily.  Mortify  yourself,  but  not  with  an  as- 
cetic spirit.  Study  the  tastes  of  those  who 
surround  you.  Be  ingenious  to  discover  what 
will  gratify  them.  Do  not  flatter  yourself 
that  you  are  generous,  when  you  give  away 
what  you  do  not  want.  Put  yourself  in  pain ; 
make  yourself  unhappy,  disappoint  yourself 
for  the  sake  of  doing  good.  It  is  a good  invest- 
ment. You  will  eat  half  your  loaf  with  better 
relish,  if  it  is  seasoned  with  the  gratitude  of 
him  to  whom)  you  gave  the  other  half.  Do 
not  rely  upon  the  instinct  of  kindness.  The  in- 
stinct of  selfishness  is  before  it.  Be  considerate 
before  hand,  let  your  generosity  be  calculated; 
make  a wall  about  your  conduct,  which  selfish- 
ness cannot  enter.  Virtue  is  to  be  had  for 
the  seeking,  not  the  wishing.  It  is  not  enough 
to  love  her,  she  must  be  wooed ; she  must  be 
conciliated;  you  must  reject  your  other  mis- 
tresses, or  she  will  none  of  you. 

(VII)  Temperance.  Let  reason  be  your 
glory.  Neither  deaden  it  with  gross  feeding, 
nor  madden  it  with  exciting  drink.  Be  not 
fastidious  in  respect  to  your  diet.  Yet  it  is 
better  to'  be  an  epicure  than  a glutton.  Re- 
member that  a wholesome  appetite  needs  no 
pampering'.  Choose  rather  the  natural  delica- 
cies of  the  orchard  and  garden,  than  the  spicy 
mixtures  of  the  kitchen.  Never  sit  at  a table 
till  you  are  surfeited.  Determine  beforehand 
how  much  you  will  eat.  Eat  slowly,  and  garn- 
ish vour  repast  with  cheerful  conversation. 
Affect  simplicity  in  your  food.  Remember  that 
“a  good  appetite  is  the  best  sauce.”  Variety 
of  dishes  is  only  an  expedient  to'  force  the 
appetite.  It  is  unnecessary  and  expensive.  As 
to  drinking,  consider  that  total  abstinence  from 
what  will  intoxicate  is  not  only  easiest  and 
cheapest  and  safest,  but  most  respectable. 

(VIII)  Charity.  Avoid  the  spirit  of 
censure.  Construe  motives  with  delicacy. 
Mankind  are  more  selfish  than  malicious. 
V ery  few  do  mischief  for  the  love  of  it.  Most 
evils  grow  from  weakness  or  prejudice.  Mis- 
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understanding  is  the  Goddess  of  Discord.  If 
men  knew  more,  they  would  sin  less.  If  any 
one  wrongs  you  forgive  him.  Retaliation  is 
not  compensation.  Magnanimity  repairs  the 
breach  that  passion  opens.  Beware  of  that 
Pride  which  stands  in  the  way  of  reconcilia- 
tion. If  you  are  misunderstood,  or  misrepre- 
sented, be  not  angry,  but  endeavor  to  set  your- 
self right.  Perhaps  you  may  convert  the  fury 
of  an  enemy  into  the  ardor  of  a friend.  Hon- 
or is  a substance,  and  not  a name.  It  is  not 
lost  by  calumny,  or  gained  by  bravado.  Be 
exceeding  tender  of  the  reputation  of  others. 
The  conduct  of  all  mien  is  the  proper  subject 
of  conversation.  Whether  private  or  public, 
they  owe  the  world  a good  name.  As  his  repu- 
tation is  the  reward  the  public  give  a good 
man,  and  the  caution  which  they  have  against 
a bad  one,  it  is  proper  to  help  fix  that  reputa- 
tion. Only  be  just  and  discriminate;  be  more 
ready  to  explain  your  neighbor’s  conduct  than 
to  censure  it;  strive  rather  to  improve  his 
character  than  to'  prejudice  his  standing.  But 
let  not  your  ordinary  conversation  be  gossip. 
Never  censure,  except  after  deliberation.  Nev- 
er surmise  a bad  motive;  wait  till  you  are  sure. 
As  to  public  officers  and  those  in  high  political 
stations,  speak  with  caution.  Add  not  to  the 
venom  that  poisons  the  atmosphere  of  great- 
ness ; it  is  better  to'  discuss  their  measures  than 
their  motives.  Patriots  do  not  all  think  alike. 
You  may  be  wVong;  at  any  rate  they  may  be 
pure.  Whenever  it  is  your  duty  to'  find  fault, 
examine  yourself,  to  see  whether  it  gives  you 
pain  or  triumph.  If  the  latter,  first  censure 
and  reform  yourself  before  you  reproach  an- 
other. Recollect  always  that  where  Freedom 
is,  there  will  be  variety  of  manners  and  opin- 
ions. Be  neither  shocked  at  the  one  nor  of- 
fended at  the  other.  You  are  a private  per- 
son, and  not  the  censor  of  mankind.  Virtues 
are  of  different  sorts;  they  are  not  all  linked 
to  your  faith  and  your  sentiments.  They  do 
not  all  grow  in  the  soil  of  your  heart.  While 
you  are  yourself  imperfect,  you  need  charity, 
and  while  you  need,  you  ought  to  extend  it. 
Watch  carefully  your  feelings,  as  well  as 
your  words.  Charity  is  not  only  virtue,  but 
lappiness.  It  is  the  atmosphere  of  Love.  It 
ooks  with  tenderness  upon  all  mankind : it  is 
nore  pained  by  transgression  than  offended 
it  it.  Its  great  maxim  is,  Love  that  which  is 
rood,  more  than  you  hate  that  which  is  evil. 

(IX)  Justice.  This  virtue  includes  hon- 


esty. It  excludes  prejudice.  It  supposes  dis- 
crimination. It  is  the  royal  virtue,  the  first 
attribute  of  the  gods.  Be  careful  to'  do;  your- 
self Justice.  Be  not  your  own  sycophant.  Do 
not  measure  virtue  by  your  own  Sentiments, 
or  truth  by  your  own  Opinions.  Take  broad 
views  of  things.  Be.  not  elated  or  depressed. 
Serenity  is  the  groundwork  of  Deliberation, 
and  Deliberation  is  the  parent  of  Justice.  All 
prejudice  is  injustice.  It  corrupts  the  balance 
in  which  right  and  wrong  are  weighed.  Never 
decide  rashly.  Hear  both  sides.  Repel  soph- 
istry; beware  of  sympathy,  until  judgment 
gives  its  sanction  to  feeling.  In  your  dealings 
with  mankind,  let  Honesty  and  Truth  stand 
Witnesses.  If  you  have  scruples,  decide 
against  yourself ; shun  concealments  and  arti- 
fices ; let  your  traffic  be  one  of  ecpnvalents ; be 
less  careful  not  to  be  imposed  upon  than  not  to 
impose  upon  another  ; never  let  yourself  be  mis- 
understood. Shun  all  avocations  which  put 
your  honesty  at  hazard. 

(X)  Economy.  Waste  nothing.  Econ- 
omy is  not  meanness.  What  you  save  you  can 
afterward  give  away.  Let  everything  that  is 
consumed  be  consumed  to  some  purpose.  De- 
stroy nothing  from  mere  wantonness ; make 
it  your  habit  to  accomplish  your  ends  at  as 
small  expense  as  possible.  Throw  nothing 
away  because  you  do  not  want  it  now.  There 
is’ no  pleasure  in  waste.  Never  spend  money 
to  make  a show;  do  not  give  an  unreasonable 
price  for  anything,  lest. you  be  thought  mean; 
bujy  nothing  merely  because  it  is  cheap;  but 
do  not  be  pennvwise;  Liberality  is  often  the 
best  economy ; consider  not  only  what  you  pay, 
but  also  the  value  of  what  you  get.  Do  not  es- 
teem'your  charities  waste.  Your  economy  gives 
you  the  means  to  bestow  them.  "He  that  giv- 
eth  to  the  poor,  lendeth  unto  the  Lord,"  and  it 
is  true  economy  to  make  so  good  an  invest- 
ment. 

(XI)  Industry.  Industry  well  bestowed 
is  the  source  of  wealth,  and  with  wealth  you 
may  develop  your  taste  and  your  virtues.  No 
man  ought  to  leave  the  world  poorer  by  reason 
of  his  being  in  it.  Labor  takes  away  both  the 
inducement  and  the  leisure  to  be  vicious.  Make 
it  a matter  of  principle  to  toil  with  your  hands 
as  well  as  your  head.  Your  health  and  your 
temper  both  need  it.  Be  not  ashamed  of  Labor. 
Do  not  anticipate  a period  when  you  will  leave 
it  off.  You  will  be  discontented,  both  before 
and  after  that  period  arrives.  Reconcile  your- 
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self  to  it.  Regard  it  as  an  incident  of  life,  or 
rather  as  a blessing.  Think  of  its  returns  in 
health  and  commodities.  Remember  how  stale 
and  wearisome  you  have  found  Idleness.  Strive 
to  interest  yourself  in  your  labor.  Make  your 
taste  conform  to  your  business ; if  you  cannot, 
conform  your  business  to  your  taste.  A wise 
change  is  no'  caprice.  Let  all  your  time  be  oc- 
cupied in  something  useful.  Your  labor  will 
interest  you  when  it  is  profitable.  Seek  relax- 
ation in  change  of  employment.  Even  let 
your  amusements  be  instructive,  or  such  as 
to1  excite  and  discipline  some  faculty  of  the 
mind  or  body.  Avoid  idle  rumination  and 
vague  castle  building.  If  your  imagination 
is  busy,  let  it  give  form  to  its  results ; write 
them  down  in  prose  or  verse,  or  communicate 
them  in  discourse;  save  the  fruit,  and  do  not 
let  it  rot,  half  manured,  on  the  branch. 

(XII)  Order.  In  ail  that  you  do>  exer- 
cise method.  Do  not  consider  the  time  wasted 
which  you  spend  in  devising  and  applying  your 
system.  Let  your  day  be  parceled  out  and 
appropriated,  and  adhere  to  the  order  that 
you  have  adopted  as  steadily  as  you  can.  In 
this  way,  you  will  be  able  to>  attend  to  a great 
many  things;  and  the  gaps  in  time  will  not  let 
in  trespassers.  Cultivate  habits  of  generaliza- 
tion. Let  everything  have  its  place,  and  be 
there  when  wanted.  Order  is  an  artificial  mem- 
ory; it  prevents  forgetfulness.  Routine  be- 
comes habit,  and  habit  makes  all  your  duties 
easy. 

(XIII)  Neatness.  Comfort  and  Health, 
not  less  than  taste,  enjoin  this  virtue.  But 
there  are  other  reasons.  Be  neat,  in  order 
that  you  may  be  amiable  to'  others.  Be  neat, 
in  order  that  you  may  relish  yourself,  and  not 
wish  to  be  somewhere  else.  You  will  scarcely 
love  your  home  if  it  is  dirty.  Neatness  is  a 
great  item  in  domestic  satisfaction.  Neatness 
is  the  first  step  to  refinement.  The  Graces  will 
not  step  over  a foul  threshold.  Neatness  is 
not  expensive ; it  is  a substitute  for  expense. 
What  is  tidy  can  scarcely  be  called  vulgar. 

(XIV)  Perseverance.  Make  up  your 
mind  deliberately,  and  then  by  no  means  aban- 
don your  projects,  unless  you  find  them  dis- 
honest. Circumstances  may  make  it  proper  to 
change,  but  be  careful  not  to'  do  so1  from  ca- 
price. Be  not  discouraged  by  failure;  the  more 
success  costs,  the  more  it  disciplines  and  in- 
structs you.  Do'  not  misunderstand  your  own 
wants.  If  you  follow  a transient  motive  you 


will  soon  be  disgusted.  Act  upon  deliberate 
self-knowledge,  and  on  principle.  You  will 
then  be  better  able  to  appreciate  your  strength, 
and  retain  your  inducements.  By  having  ob- 
jects in  view  that  are  really  valuable,  you  will 
more  easily  persevere  than  in  the  pursuit  of 
trifles.  But  do  not  give  up  even  a trifle,  with- 
out very  strong  reasons.  Your  Perseverance 
will  be  worth  something,  even  if  what  you 
attain  will  not.  Be  net  afraid  of  obstacles, 
because  they  are  great.  It  is  their  nature  to 
diminish  as  you  approach.  The  greater  your 
triumphs,  the  more  invincible  you  become. 
The  higher  the  hill  which  you  climb,  the  great- 
er is  your  elevation  wThen  at  the  top. 

(XV)  Chastity.  Practice  this  virtue  in 
thought,  word  and  deed.  Beware  of  false  con- 
structions ; avoid  prudery  and  false  modesty. 
Remember  that  “to  the  pure  in  heart,  all  things 
are  pure.” 

(XVI)  Courtesy.  Comply  with  the  rea- 
sonable forms  and  etiquette  of  society.  Study 
the  theory  of  good  manners  as  well  as  the 
practice.  They  consist  of  graceful  conces- 
sions. When  not  the  reality,  they  are  the 
affectation  of  kindness.  Possess  the  latter,  and 
the  former  will  be  easy.  Do'  not  be  polite, 
merely  for  your  own  sake.  Think  how  much 
happiness  you  can  give,  not  how1  much  credit 
you  can  get,  by  your  affability.  Seek  to  be 
graceful  and  easy.  Imitate  the  best  models 
that  you  meet  with.  A true  gentleman  is  a 
practical  philanthropist.  ’ Hje  diffuses  around 
him  happiness,  gratitude  and  content.  He  is 
admired  without  envy.  Study  self-possession. 
It  is  the  groundwork  of  good  breeding.  Let 
your  sympathies  be  alert.  Conform  to  the 
taste  and  capacity  of  your  company.  Draw 
out  and  encourage  their  merits.  Thus  will 
you  charm  without  deceit,  and  flatter  without 
obsequiousness.  Yet  let  not  your  manners  be 
undiscriminating.  Be  dignified  with  the  arro- 
gant, reserved  with  the  forward,  and  cold  with 
the  vicious.  But  upon  the  modest  and  deserv- 
ing, beam  like  the  sun. 

(XVII)  Silence.  Ntever  speak  without 
reflection,  or  without  any  other  object  than  to 
fill  a pause.  Be  social,  but  not  silly.  Be  either 
witty  or  sensible.  In  all  which  you  say,  either 
give  something'  or  seek  something.  When 
your  curiosity  or  your  genius  is  exhausted, 
let  them  lie  fallow.  Aim  to  be  precise  and 
sententious.  Cultivate  wit  and  humor,  but 
sharpen  them  not  upon  your  companions.  Let 
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your  conversation  be  vivacious,  but  shun  vul- 
garity and  profanity.  Let  your  allusions  be 
pure.  Speak  not  about  yourself,  except  to 
relate  incidents,  and  those  but  sparingly.  Avoid 
mysteries,  but  be  grave  of  secrets  that  are  con- 
fided to  your  keeping.  Slum  affectation  of 
knowledge.  It  forfeits  more  in  the  contempt 
of  the  wise  than  it  gains  in  the  admiration  of 
the  simple.  Be  content  to  be  taught.  Your 
docility  flatters  your  teachers  and  profits  your- 
self. Be  not  afraid  of  the  imputation  of  dull- 
ness, on  account  of  your  silence.  Remember 
that  intelligence  has  other  organs  besides  the 
tongue;  and  that  if  dullness  essays  to  speak, 
it  is  betrayed. 

(XVIII)  Sincerity.  Never  he  sophis- 
tical. Never  take  the  wrong  side  for  the  sake 
of  an  argument.  Let  your  object  he  the  truth  ; 
et  your  language  be  perspicuous ; avoid  am- 
biguity. Hold  false  praise  in  abhorrence.  Yet 
oe  not  slow  to  commend  what  is  good.  Do  not 
>e  too'  much  afraid  of  expressing  your  appro- 
bation, but  never  compliment  another  for  the 
;ake  of  getting  influence.  Let  not  your  sin- 
:erity  become  bluntness.  Direct  censure  is 
leldoml  beneficial.  Let  your  dispraise  in  gen- 
eral be  negative,  or  conveyed  by  intimations. 
Yevent  those  with  whom  you  converse  from 
leceiving  themselves.  You  are  not  obliged  to 
ommunicate  everything.  If  you  wish  to  be 
ilent,  it  is  your  privilege.  But  do  not  mislead 
mother  in  order  that  you  may  conceal 
ourself.  If  pressed  by  impertinent  cu- 
iosity,  meet  it  with  reserve  rather  than 
quivocation.  In  fine,  let  your  motives 
e pure  and  your  conduct  correct,  and  you  will 
ave  small  occasion  for  concealment.  Con- 
ider  that  as  the  most  lovely  scene  is  distorted 
■y  a bad  medium,  SO’  the  best  character  is  made 
nspicious  by  insincere  manners. 

(XIX)  Benevolence.  Sympathy  is  an 
istinct,  benevolence  an  extension  and  refine- 
lent  of  it.  The  more  your  heart  is  cultivated, 
ie  wider  scope  has  your  Benevolence.  As 
ou  banish  prejudices,  you  let  in  virtues.  The 
ffections  spread  out  from  yourself  as  a cen- 
■r.  You  first  love  your  family,  then  your 
uintry,  then  mankind.  In  all  happiness,  in 
1 progress  you  have  a share.  Beware  lest 
trtial  virtues  exclude  universal  ones.  Do- 
estic  affection  may  be  only  enlarged  selfish- 
•SS ; patriotism  may  be  an  unjust  and  de- 
ructive  passion.  Minor  virtues  should  be 
•pt  subservient;  otherwise  they  become  vices. 


Morality  is  not  limited ; it  embraces  the  whole 
race.  Our  duties  may  be  local,  but  our  phi- 
lanthropy should  be  universal.  Keep  in  view 
the  fraternity  of  mankind  ; dispel  first  your  own 
prejudices,  then  those  of  others.  Quicken  your 
sympathies  by  interesting  yourself  in  philan- 
thropic enterprises ; study  and  reflect  upon  the 
manners  and  customs  of  all  races ; travel  if 
you  can ; if  not,  read  travels ; keep  acquainted 
with  the  current  history  of  other  nations  as 
well  as  your  own ; avoid  the  excess  of  national 
pride ; cherish  and  admire  the  good  of  all  ages 
and  places ; cultivate  the  virtue  of  hospitality. 

(XX)  Public  Spirit.  Remember  that 
you  are  a citizen  and  a sovereign.  All  great 
ends  are  accomplished  by  association  and  con- 
cert. Take  part  in  all  public  movements.  Can- 
vass and  decide  their  merits.  It  is  not  your 
privilege  to>  be  a neutral.  As  a politician  be 
moderate  and  firm.  Attach  yourself  to*  one 
or  the  other  of  the  two  great  parties.  But  re- 
member that  each  of  them  represents  a great 
and  essential  principle.  The  safety  of  the 
comlmonwealth  rests  upon  their  proper  equi- 
poise, The  result  of  one  of  their  tendencies 
is  the  progress  of  the  State.  Therefore  be 
charitable  and  conciliatory.  Attend  the  pri- 
mary meetings.  Be  more  careful  to  keep  your 
own  party  pure  than  to1  expose  the  corruptions 
of  the  other.  Use  your  influence  to  secure 
honest  men  for  candidates.  Make  it  a rule  nev- 
er to'  seek  office,  and  never  to  decline  it.  unless 
you  have  some  reason  better  than  apathy.  Be 
not  afraid  of  being  charged  with  lukewarmness 
or  inconsistency.  You  may  adhere  to  your 
party  without  making  yourself  a blackguard 
or  a tool.  It  is  your  duty  to  oppose  its  cor- 
ruptions. Consider  yourself  one  of  the 
guardians  of  the  public  weal,  and  act  in  view 
of  SO'  great  a trust.  Interest  yourself  in  the 
rising  generation.  Watch  and  foster  the  pub- 
lic schools.  Purify  the  fountain,  that  the 
stream  may  run  pure.  The  children  of  today 
will  hold  the  scepter  tomorrow.  Discipline  and 
control  your  love  of  power.  Desire  it  only  as 
a means  by  which  you  may  benefit  the  com- 
munity. You  may  relish  popularity,  hut 
shrink  from  the  praise  that  is  not  your  desert. 
False  glorv  should  be  felt  as  shame. 

May  23d,  1846. 

ELIJAH  TRYOX,  a greatly  respected  and 
prosperous  farmer  residing  in  the  Bow  Lane 
District  of  the  town  of  Middletown,  Middle- 
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sex  county,  was  born  April  15,  1838,  on  the 
farm  he  now  owns  and  occupies,  son  of  Elijah 
and  Harriet  (Lucas)  Tryon.  He  is  a descend- 
ant of  Gov.  George  Tryon,  who,  prior  to  the 
American  Revolution,  was  the  English  gov- 
ernor of  North  Carolina  and  later  of  New 
York,  and  during  the  struggle  for  independence 
was  a general  in  the  British  army. 

David  Tryon,  grandfather  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  opens  this  review,  was  born 
in  1765,  was  a farmer,  and  erected  the  dwell- 
ing now  occupied  by  his  grandson,  Elijah.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  1812,  being  stationed  at 
New  London,  where  he  was  taken  ill.  He  was 
brought  to  his  home,  where  he  died  January  1. 
18 ig.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Deborah  Smith,  was  born  in  1764,  in  Crom- 
well, Conn.,  was  a daughter  of  Abner  and  Me- 
hitable  (Knowles)  Smith,  and  died  November 
2,  1857.  They  had  four  children,  viz. : Rox- 

ana, who  married  Allen  Brainard,  a farmer  of 
Maromas;  Hannah,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Elias  Coe,  a farmer  of  Middlefield;  Elijah,  of 
whom  further  mention  will  be  made  in  the 
next  paragraph ; and  Deborah,  wife  of  Benoni 
Plumb,  a shoemaker  of  Middletown. 

Elijah  Tryon  was  born  December  22,  1798, 
in  the  house  erected  by  his  father  in  Bow  Lane 
and  which  has  now  been  in  the  possession  of 
the  family  for  over  a century.  He  early  learned 
shoemaking  under  his  brother-in-law,  Benoni 
Plumb,  in  Middletown,  and  when  about  sev- 
enteen years  old  . went  to  Charleston,  S.  C. 
After  working  there  at  his  trade  about  three 
years  he  came  back  to  Connecticut,  and  worked 
in  the  city  of  Middletown  for  a few  years,  fin- 
ally fitting  up  a shop  in  his  own  home,  where 
he  made  boots  and  shoes  and  did  repairing, 
also1  carrying  on  farming.  On  June  1.2,1825,  he 
married  Harriet  Lucas,  who  was  born  August 
1,  1 Sou,  and  who*  bore  him  four  children,  viz. : 
Orrin,  born  February  13,  1826,  died  May  22, 
1844.  Edwin,  born  April  20,  1828,  married 
Sarah  Cotton,  was  for  many  years  machinist 
in  East  Berlin,  and  died  in  New  Britain  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1900.  Roxana,  born  June  18,  1831, 
married  Lewis  Beckley,  and  died  in  East  Ber- 
lin, November  23,  1891.  Elijah  is  mentioned 
below.  Mr.  Tryon  was  a hard-working,  quiet 
man,  respected  by  all  who>  knew  him,  and  died 
August  28,  1862;  his  widow  survived  until 
March  21,  1869,  and  their  remains  were  bur- 
ied on  Farm  Hill,  in  Middletown,  Connecticut. 

Elijah  Tryon,  whose  name  opens  this  bi- 
ography, had  the  opportunity  of  attending  the 


district  school  in  his  boyhood,  but  at  the  same 
time  was  required  to’  attend  to  all  the  home 
chores,  and  after  he  had  finished  his  studies  as 
a school  boy  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  farm. 
He  eventually  purchased  the  interest  of  the 
other  heirs  to  the  place,  which  comprises  eighty 
acres,  and  has  since  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing, making  of  this  vocation  a consummate 
success.  On  January  3,  1865,  he  married  Miss 
Lucy  E.  Durant,  who  was  born  April  11,  1848, 
in  Hardwick,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Lucy  (Allard)  Durant.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren. Mrs.  Tryon  is  a consistent  member  of 
the  South  Congregational  Church,  and  is  a 
lady  of  most  estimable  personal  character  and 
domestic  habits.  Mr.  Tryon  is  a member  of 
the  Middletown  Grange,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Democrat,  but  has  persisted  in  refusing  to  ac- 
cept any  of  the  public  offices  of  which  many 
have  been  proffered  him.  He  has  been  a most 
industrious  man  all  his  active  life,  has  been 
economical  and  judicious  in  his  expenditures, 
and  is  classed  among  the  best  farmers  of  his 
town. 


HORATIO  HAMILTON  ABBE  (de- 
ceased) was  born  September  11,  1828,  in  En- 
field, Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  the  youngest  son  of 
Timothy  and  Rhoda  (Clark)  Abbe,  both  of 
whom  are  deceased. 

Mr.  Abbe’s  genealogical  record,  which  is 
an  interesting  one,  on  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  sides,  is  given  in  succeeding  para- 
graphs. As  a boy  he  assisted  his  father  on  the 
farm,  and  attended  the  district  schools.  He  en- 
tered the  shop  of  a joiner,  and  later  a machine  J 
shop,  with  a view  to  selecting  a trade.  Having 
a natural  aptitude  for  mechanical  work,  he  de-  j 
cided  upon  becoming  a machinist.  In  i860  he  i 
came  to  East  Hampton,  where  he  entered  the  1 
employ  of  Markham  & Strong,  manufacturers  j 
of  coffin  trimmings.  In  1865  he  patented  the  ’ 
Abbe  gong-door-bell,  and  in  April  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  the  Gong  Bell  Manufacturing 
Company,  of  East  Hampton,  was  formed,  the 
stockholders  being  Ezra  G.  Cone,  Elijah  C. 
Barton,  A.  H.  Conklin  and  H.  H.  Abbe.  In 
1898  Mr.  Cone  died,  and  N.  N.  Hill  has  j 
since  purchased  his  interest.  This  company 
was  the  pioneer  in  the  manufacture  of  bell 
toys.  Besides  the  invention  covered  by  his  j 
first  patent  Mr.  Abbe  perfected  several  other  j 
devices  in  bells,  one  of  which,  known  as  thefl 
Abbe  table-call-bell,  he  sold  to  Lyman  Skinner. 
Up  to  the  time  of  his  death  he  devoted  his  en- 
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tire  time  to. the  superintendence  of  the  plant  in 
which  he  was  interested,  not  only  overseeing 
the  packing  and  shipping  of  toys  but  also  de- 
voting especial  attention  to  the  mechanical  fea- 
tures of  the  work — a task  for  which  he  was 
especially  well  qualified  by  both  nature  and 
training.  His  political  creed  was  that  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  was  socially  popular. 
He  was  a member  of  Anchor  Lodge,  No.  112, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  East  Hampton,  of  which  he 
was  the  first  master,  filling  the  position  four 
and  one-half  years  successively;  and  of  Cyrene 
Commandery,  No.  8,  K.  T.,  of  Middletown, 
of  which  he  was  past  eminent  commander.  He 
was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  fellow  citizens, 
not  only  for  his  personal  worth  but  also  for  his 
broad  and  enlightened  public  spirit.  Mr.  Abbe 
passed  away  August  29,  1902,  sincerely 

•mourned  by  a wide  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. 

On  January  26,  1853,  Mr.  Abbe  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Laura  Ann  Hayes,  who  was 
.born  in  Windsorville,  Conn.,  a daughter  of 
Levi  and  Abigail  (Hamilton)  Hayes. 

The  Abbe  (or  A'bbee  or  Ablby)  family  was 
founded  in  America  by  John  Abbe,  who  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  came  to  America,  in  1635, 
in  the  good  ship  “Bonaventura,”  and  was  re- 
ceived as  an  inhabitant  of  Salem,  Mass.,  No- 
vember 2,  1636,  and  was  given  grants  of  land, 
most  of  which  lay  in  what  was  afterward  the 
town  of  Wen  ha  m,  where  he  lived.  He  mar- 
ried (first)  Mary,  who  died  September  9,  1672, 
and  (second)  November  25,  1674,  Mary, 
widow  of  Richard  Goldsmith,  and  died  in 
Windham  in  T690.  John  Abbe  did  not  join  the 
diurch  until  shortly  before  his  death,  and  his 
lower  to'  make  a will  was  not  granted  previous 

0 that  connection.  By  a document  made  in 

683,  he  made  his  eldest  son,  John,  “ffeiofe  in 
rust”  of  his  estate  for  the  benefit  of  his  chil- 
iren.  They  were:  John,  Samuel,  Sarah, 

Tar  ah,  Rebeckah,  Obadiah  and  Thomas.  John 
■ettled  in  Windham,  and  was  the  progenitor  of 

1 numerous  posterity ; Samuel  also  settled  in 
hat  town;  Obadiah  and  Thomas  settled  in 
infield,  where  the  descendants  of  the  latter  are 
iow  numerous;  and  Obadiah  died  childless. 

! he  records  of  Essex  county,  Mhss.,  show  that 
etters  of  administration  upon  the  estate  of 
ohn  Abbe,  Sr.,  were  granted  December  12, 
702,  to  Thomas  Abbe,  of  Enfield. 

(II)  Thomas  Abbe  removed  to  Enfield 
bout  1682.  His  wife’s  name  was  Sarah.  Ac- 


cording to  the  Enfield  records,  their  children 
were:  Sarah,  born  March  31,  1684;  Thomas, 

October  30,  1686;  Mary,  February  3,  1688; 
John,  September  27,  1692;  and  Tabitha,  March 
27,  1695.  Thomas  Abbe  died  May  17,  1728, 
and  his  will  showed  that  he  then  had,  besides 
the  sons,  two-  daughters,  Sarah  Geer  and  Abi- 
gail Warner. 

(Ill)  John  Abbe,  son  of  Thomas,  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  in  Upper  King  street.  His 
wife's  name  was  Hannah.  The  first  of  their 
children  was  baptized  in  Wethersfield  in  1715, 
with  the  name  of  John,  and  died  soon  after. 
The  births  of  the  others,  as  far  as  known,  were 
as  follows:  John,  April  18,  1717;  Hannah, 

April  19,  1719;  Thomas,  December  18,  1721; 
Sarah,  January  23,  1723  ; Daniel,  May  8,  1726; 
Martha,  March  1,  1728;  Richard,  1735. 

Thomas  and  Daniel  were  soldiers,  and  died  at 
Cape  Breton  in  1745.  Richard  married  his 
cousin,  Mary,  daughter  of  Capt.  Dennis  Be- 
ment. 

(I\r)  John  Abbe,  son  of  John  and  Hannah, 
died  in  1794.  He  served  as  a private  in  Capt. 
John  Simons’  company,  of  Enfield,  called  out 
by  the  Lexington  alarm,  1775.  On  February 
11,  1739.  he  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Timothy  Root,  of  Somers,  and  settled  in  East 
Enfield,  where  his  descendants  still  live.  It  is 
probable  that  he  had  other  children,  besides  the 
two  sons  of  whom  record  appears,  namely : 
John,  born  November  27,  1739;  and  Timothy, 
December  6,  1747. 

(V)  John  Abbe,  son  of  John  and  Sarah, 

was  many  years  a farmer  in  Enfield,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  On  No- 
vember 19,  1761,  he  married  Charity  Simons, 
and  their  children  were:  Charity,  born  No- 

vember 20,  1762,  married  John  McKnight ; 
John  died  December  27,  1764:  John  Simons, 
who  died  at  Warehouse  Point  in  1847.  aged 
eighty-two  years;  and  Timothy,  born  January 
6,  1 779. 

(VI)  Capt.  Timothy  Abbe,  son  of  John 
and  Charity,  died  July  2,  1871,  aged  ninety- 
two  years  and  six  months.  He  was  extensively 
and  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and  con- 
tinued to  do  a full  day’s  work  until  eighty  years 
old,  when  he  commenced  to  enjoy  a richly 
earned  rest.  With  his  wife  he  was  received 
into  the  Enfield  Church  August  26.  1821.  and 
until  his  demise  lie  was  a consistent  and  active 
member.  In  early  life  he  was  a Whig,  and 
later  gave  his  earnest  support  to  the  policy  and 
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candidates  of  the  Republican  party.  On  De- 
cember ii,  1805,  he  married  Rhoda  Prudence 
Clark,  of  East  Hampton,  the  ceremony  being 
solemnized  by  the  Rev.  Joel  West,  of  whose 
life  and  work  an  interesting  account  may  be 
found  elsewhere.  Mrs.  Rhoda  (Clark)  Abbe 
was  a daughter  of  Stephen  Clark,  a Revolu- 
tionary soldier  and  pensioner.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Abbe  were  born  children  as  follows : 
Harvey  C.,  whoi  died  at  Broadbrook,  Conn.,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-five;  Charity,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four  years,  was  twice  married 
(first)  to  Willis  Alien  and  (second)  to  Levi 
Hayes ; David  Loveland,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  ninety  years ; Horace  died  at  the  age  of  fifty 
years,  at  Thompsonville,  Conn. ; Timothy  H., 
who1  lives  in  retirement  at  Enfield ; Rhoda,  the 
wife  of  Arnold  Hamilton,  of  Broadbrook, 
Conn.,  who'  lived  to  celebrate  her  sixty-third 
birthday;  Francis  Le  Baron,  who-  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years  ; John,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  over  fifty  years,  in  Enfield ; and  Ho- 
ratio H.  The  mother  died  April  15,  1872, 
aged  eighty-seven  years,  one  month  and  five 
days. 

Rhoda  (Clark)  Abbe  traced,  her  lineage 
back  to  William  Clark,  one  of  five  brothers — 
William,  Aaron,  Moses,  Ebenezer  and  John — 
who  were  born  in  the  town  of  Middletown,  and 
were  given  a grant  of  land  in  the  northern  part 
of  Chatham  town,  in  consideration  of  their 
building  the  first  bridge  across  Little  River. 
Of  Ebenezer  and  John  little  is  known,  apart 
from  (the  fact  that  the  first-named  removed 
from  Connecticut  to  New  York,  in  which  State 
he  died.  Moses  was  born  in  1718  and  died 
October  13,  1801 ; and  Aaron,  who  was  born 
in  1721,  died  ip  1800. 

William  Clark,  the  eldest  of  the  brothers, 
was  born  in  1713,  and  died  September  26, 
1812.  By  trade  he  was  a shoemaker.  After 
the  grant  of  land  above  mentioned  was  made 
to-  himself  and  brother's,  he  settled  in  Chatham, 
near  Clark's  Hill,  where  he  chiefly  supported 
his  family  by  hunting  and  fishing.  His  wife, 
Mary,  was  born  in  1721  and  died  February 
18,  1797.  He  had  two  sons, — Stephen  and 
Samuel. 

Stephen  Clark  was  born  June  25,  1754,  and 
served  with  distinction  in  the  struggle  of  the 
Colonies  for  independence.  He  always  lived  on 
Clark’s  Hill,  and  died  there  October  3,  1852, 
at  the  age  of  ninety-eight  years.  His  children 


were:  William,  born  July  3,  1783,  married  ! 

May  8,  1809,  Sophronia.  Post;  Rhoda,  born 
March  10,  1785,  became  the  wife  of  Timothy 
Abbe;  Amy  (1),  born  July  10,  1787,  died 
young;  Amy  (2),  born  April  9,  1792,  died  un-  i 
married  ; and  Horace,  born  September  21,1793. 
Horace  Clark  youngest  son  of  Stephen,  was  | 
twice  married,  (first)  to  Lydia  Potter,  of  Port-  j 
land,  who  was  born  June  11,  1795,  and  who  j 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years.  The  chil- 
dren  born  of  this  marriage  were:  Lyman  || 

HI,  born  August  26,  1821;  Julia.,  July  2,  j 
1823  ; William  F.,  July  29,  1826,  died  August  i 
26,  1898;  and  Jane  E.,  December  25,  1829.  1 
For  his  second  wife  Horace  Clark  wedded 
Phoebe  Bonfoy,  but  no  children)  were  born  of 
this  union.  He:  died  November  13,  1879. 

Lyman  H.  Clark,  the  eldest  child  of  Horace  I 
Clark,  was  married,  on  November  26,  1846,  i 
to  Julia  Elizabeth  Allen,  daughter  of  Willis  ‘ 
and  Charity  (Abbe)  Allen.  Willis  Allen  was  j 
born  January  26,  1800,  and  died  September  I 
22,  1837.  Charity  Abbe,  his  wife,  is  a daugh-  f 
ter  of  Timothy  and  Rhoda  (Clark)  Abbe,  and  j 
was  a sister  of  our  subject.  She  was  born  May  f 
6,  1808,  and  after  Mr.  Allen’s  death  married 
(in  1842)  Levi  Hayes,  who  by  a previous  mar-  ! 
riage  was  the  father  of  Laura  Ann  (Hayes)  ; 
Abbe,  widow  of  Horatio  Hamilton  Abbe.  (, 

HON.  ELLSWORTH  BURR,  M.  D.  fde-  j 
ceased) , for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  phy-  i 
sicians'  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  and  j 
prominent  in  public  affairs,  was  a native  of  ; 
Connecticut,  born  December  1,  1813. 

The  Doctor  descended  from  one  of  the  1 
early  Colonial  families  of  New  England,  hav-  j 
ing-  been  of  the  seventh  generation  from  Ben- 
jamin'Burr,  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  [ 
Hartford,  his  line  being  through  Samuel.  Jona-  > 
than,  Nathaniel,  Capt.  Jonathan  and  Stephen,  i 

( I)  Benjamin  Burr  first  appears  as  one  of  ; 
the  original  settlers  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  in 
1635.  His  name  in  the  land  division  of  Hart-  j 
ford,  in  1639,  as  an  original  proprietor  and  set- 
tler, is  the  first  evidence  we  have  of  his  presence 
in  America.  He  died  in  Hartford  in  1681,  and 
his  name  is  recorded  on  the  monument  erected 
in  the  old  burying-ground  about  First  Church, 
in  memory  of  the  original  settlers  of  the  place; 
there  was  also  a street  in  that  city,  probably  - 
where  Asylum  street  now  is,  named  in  his  i 
honor.  Plis  wife's  Christian  name  was  Annie,  j 
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(II)  Samuel  Burr,  son  of  Benjamin,  born 
in  England,  was  made  a freeman  in  Hartford 
in  1658. 

(III)  Jonathan  Burr,  son  of  Samuel,  born 
in  1679,  married  Abigail,  daughter  of  Nathan 
Hubbard,  and  granddaughter  of  George  Hub- 
bard, of  Middletown.  Jonathan  settled  early 
at  Middletown. 

(IV)  Nathaniel  Burr,  son  of  Jonathan, 
born  in  1717,  married  (second)  in  1743  Sarah 
Porter.  He  settled  early  in  Haddam,  Conn., 
was  a farmer,  and  died  in  1802,  his  wife  pass- 
ing away  in  1799.  He  was  a man  of  athletic 
frame  and  capable  of  enduring  great  hard- 
ship. 

(V)  Capt.  Jonathan  Burr,  son  of  Nathan- 
iel, born  in  1752,  married  Lydia  Bailey,  of 
Haddam.  He  was  a captain  in  the  Continental 
army,  and  after  the  war  became  a farmer  in 
Haddam,  where  he  died  in  1804. 

( VI)  Stephen  Burr,  son  of  Capt.  Jonathan, 
born  in  1786,  married  Cynthia  Hubbard,  who 
was  born  in  1789.  He  liyed  at  Haddam,  and 
died  in  1837;  his  widow  died  in  1854. 

(VII)  Dr.  Ellsworth  Burr,  son  of  Stephen, 
is  the  subject  proper  of  this  memoir.  He  stud- 
ied medicine  under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr. 
Sperry,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  in  1838  be- 
gan the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Middle- 
town.  residing  there  until  his  death.  He  was 
one  of  the  earliest  of  the  eclectic  physicians, 
and  enjoyed  an  extensive  practice.  Idis  first 
diploma  was  given  him  May  10,  1838,  by  the 
Thomsonian  Society  of  Connecticut,  and  on 
December  1,  1849,  he  received  his  second  di- 
ploma from  Worcester  (Mass.)  Medical  Col- 
lege, in  which  for  a term  of  years  he  was  pro- 
fessor. At  several  sessions  of  the  Legislature 
he  represented  Middletown,  discharging  the 
duties  of  that  trust  very  acceptably  to'  the  people 
and  with  credit  to  himself,  and  lie  held  other 
important  offices  in  the  town.  In  fraternal  re- 
lationship he  was  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
He  died  July  25,  1867,  and  was  buried  in  In- 
dian Hill  cemetery,  of  which  association  he  was 
one  of  the  incorporators. 

Dr.  Burr  married  Maria  T.  Haling,  of 
Chatham,  Conn.,  who  was  born  November  27, 
1818,  and  died  February  1,  1900.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  William  E.  and  Abigail  (Hall) 
Haling,  of  that  locality,  the  latter  a daughter 
of  Abner  and  Anna  (Chapman)  Hall.  Mr. 
Haling  was  born  in  the  town  of  Chatham,  near 
Great  Hill,  and  was  of  Dutch  descent,  his  fa- 


ther having  come  from  Holland.  He  was  a 
natural  genius,  and  worked  at  ship  carpentry  in 
Middle  Haddam,  Gildersleeve  and  Cobalt,  as 
well  as  at  other  points  on  the  Connecticut  river, 
later  engaging  in  cart  and  sled  repairing,  etc. 
He  died,  in  1871,  at  the  place  of  his  birth,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  at  the  patriarchal  age  of 
ninety-one  years,  a consistent  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Haling  was  a lifelong 
Democrat.  A brief  record  of  their  children  is 
as  follows : Maria  T.  was  the  wife  of  Dr.  Ells- 
worth Burr.  Adeline  A.  married  Stephen  Hall, 
and  died  at  Staddle  Hill,  Middlesex  county. 
Sarah  Ann  married  Thomas  Lucas,  and  died 
in  Middletown.  Elizabeth  married  Joseph 
Arthur,  and  died  at  Youngs  Street,  in  the  town 
of  Chatham,  Middlesex  county.  Mary  Jane, 
the  widow  of  Capt.  James  Stewart,  Belinda  N., 
widow  of  John  Parker,  and  Miss  Emma  J.,  all 
live  in  Cobalt,  Middlesex  county. 

Ten  children  were  born  to  Ellsworth  and 
Maria  T.  (Haling)  Burr,  as  follows:  (1) 

William  E.,  who  was  steward  of  a vessel  ply- 
ing between  New  York  and  the  West  Indies, 
died  at  Havana,  August  10,  1876.  (2)  Jean- 
nette M.  married  W.  F.  Whitcher,  and  died  at 
Malden,  Mass.,  in  1897,  leaving  one  son,  Burr 
Royce.  (3)  Ella  J.  is  the  wife  of  George  T. 
Meech,  of  Middletown.  (4)  Lozene  died 
young,  May  20,  i860.  (5)  James  C.  is  a mem- 

ber of  the  firm  of  Wilson  & Burr,  hardware 
merchants,  Middletown.  (6)  Nora  E.  is  prin- 
cipal of  the  Central  school,  Middletown.  (7) 
Gertrude  E.  is  the  wife  of  C.  P.  Bonfoey,  of 
Middletown.  (8)  Lillie  FI.  is  the  wife  of  W. 
C.  Lane,  of  Middletown.  (9)  Frederick  P.  is 
more  fully  spoken  of  further  on.  (10)  Annie 
E.  is  a teacher  in  the  Central  school.  Middle- 
town. 

Frederick  P.  Burr,  member  of  the  grain 
and  seed  firm  of  Fred  P.  Burr  & Co.,  of  Mid- 
dletown. was  born  in  that  city,  at  the  old  home- 
stead on  Main  street,  November  2,  1858,  and 
was  there  reared  and  educated,  first  attending 
the  William  street  school,  and  later  going  to  a 
private  school.  In  the  spring  of  1876  he  grad- 
uated from  the  Middletown  high  school,  and 
then  attended  Wesleyan  College  two  terms.  In 
1870  the  present  business  of  the  firm  was  es- 
tablished, and  for  seventeen  years  conducted 
at  the  original  location,  corner  of  Main  and 
Union  streets;  it  was  moved  thence  to  the  pres- 
ent site.  No.  1 14  Main  street.  Mr.  Burr  in- 
vented and  patented  the  \utospin  lee  f ream 
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Freezer,  the  manufacture  of  which  he  began  in 
1902. 

On  December  24,  1882,  Mr.  Burr  married 
Miss  Lucy  McKibbin  Clark,  of  Waterford, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Capt.  Lyman  and  Lucy 
( Gardner)  Clark,  and  they  have  three  children  : 
Ellsworth,  Hazel  Sands  and  Jennette  McKib- 
bin. Mrs.  Burr  is  a member  of  the  South  Con- 
gregational Church. 

In  politics  Mr.  Burr  is  a stanch  Democrat, 
and  in  1900  was  a delegate  to  the  convention 
that  met  in  Kansas  City.  As  Presidential  elec- 
tor, the  same  year,  he  received  the  largest  num- 
ber of  votes  of  any  Democratic  elector  on  the 
State  ticket.  He  was  also  elected  mayor  of 
Middletown,  1900- 1901,  by  the  largest  major- 
ity given  to  any  mayor  since  the  city  was  in- 
corporated, in  1784,  and  previously  served  his 
city  two  years  in  the  common  council,  on  the 
Street  and  Finance  committees.  Fraternally 
he  is  a member  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  2,  A. 
F.  & A.  M.,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  A.  O.  U. 
W.,  and  other  societies. 

JOHN  L.  SMITH,  deceased.  Few  men, 
indeed,  there  are  who  live  to  be  ninety-two 
years  of  age  and  are  active  merchants  at  eigh- 
ty-five, but  such  distinction  is  recorded  of  him 
whose  name  opens  this  sketch.  Mr.  Smith 
was  born  in  1797,  in  Ayr,  Scotland,  which  was 
also  the  birthplace  of  the  poet,  Robert  Burns, 
of  whom  the  mother  of  our  subject  had  a lively 
recollection.  When  four  years  old  the  lad 
was  brought  to  America  by  his  parents,  who 
stopped  for  a season  in  New  York,  and  later 
lived  in  Middletown,  Conn.  When  John  was 
eight  years  old  he  was  sent  back  to  Scotland  to 
live  with  an  uncle  who  was  located  twelve  miles 
from  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  and  was  there  sent 
to  school.  In  1 8 10  he  was  apprenticed  to  a 
jeweler,  and  served  an  apprenticeship  of  seven 
years,  after  which  he  went  to  London. 

In  1S20  Mr.  Smith  returned  to  the  United 
States,  coming  to  his  parents  in  Middletown. 
Time  had  wrought  so  many  changes  in  the 
lad’s  appearance  that  even  his  own  mother  did 
not  recognize  him,  but  she  finally  became  con- 
vinced of  his  identity,  because  of  a scar.  In 
1822  he  entered  the  jewelry  business,  carrying 
it  on  at  a stand  where  the  business  was  subse- 
quently conducted  by  Ryan  & Barrows,  and  re- 
maining there  for  a period  of  sixty  years. 
Sometimes  Mr.  Smith  would  remark  that  he 
thought  he  would  have  to  die  in  the  harness, 


but  when  he  had  reached  his  eighty-fifth  year  he 
retired,  the  business  being  passed  on  to  a suc- 
cessor. 

John  Lyon  Smith  was  a member  of  the  first 
board  of  trustees  of  Wesleyan  University,  and 
continued  as  such  until  his  death,  a period  of 
nearly  sixty  years.  Fie  was  the  first  treas- 
urer of  that  institution.  He  also  served  as  a 
director  of  the  Middlesex  County  National 
Bank ; was  the  first  secretary  of  the  Middlesex 
Mutual  Assurance  Company  (the  first  meet- 
ing, when  that  company  was  formed,  was  held 
in  his  store)  ; and  was  one  of  the  incorporators 
of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank.  For  many 
years  lie  acted  as  town  treasurer,  and  he  served 
both  town  and  county  in  many  important  posi- 
tions. 

The  death  of  this  venerable  man  occurred 
at  his  home  on  Broad  street  October  4,  1889. 
He  had  been  in  remarkably  good  health  for  one 
of  his  years,  but  a severe  fall  soon  proved  fatal. 
As  a man  and  a citizen  Mr.  Smith  was  much 
respected  and  greatly  esteemed. 

In  1823  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  Susan 
Ward,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Treadway)  Ward,  of  Newfield,  and  to>  this 
union  were  born : Carolin  E.,  married  Dan- 

iel H.  Chase,  and  died  in  Middletown;  Eleanor 
married  Rev.  C.  A.  G.  Brigham,  formerly 
a Congregational  minister,  but  who'  later 
became  a minister  in  the  Catholic  Apostolic 
Church  (she  died  in  Enfield)  ; Susan  E. 
married  Mr.  Brigham  after  the  death  of  her 
sister,  and  resides  in  Enfield;  Mary  Jeannette 
married  William  Fanton,  of  New  York,  where 
she  died.  The  survivors  of  the  family  are 
the  two  sons  of  Eleanor — Charles,  who1  is  a con- 
ductor on  the  Highland  Division  of  the  Consol- 
idated Railroad,  and  William  M.,  a manufac- 
turer of  Winsted,  Connecticut. 

J.  E.  NORTHROP  (deceased)  was  born 
February  1,  1837,  in  Sherman,  Conn.,  son  of 
John  O.  Northrop,  of  that  place.  For  twen- 
ty-five years  Mr.  Northrop  was  closely  asso- 
ciated with  the  Comstock,  Cheney  & Co.’s 
business,  much  of  the  time  in  confidential  po- 
sitions, acting  as  treasurer  of  the  great  com- 
pany. His  death,  on  February  9,  1897,  left  a 
vacancy  in  the  business  world  hard  to  fill.  By 
his  first  marriage  Mr.  Northrop  had  one 
daughter,  Isabel,  born  July  19,  1864,  who  mar- 
ried Edward  Chapman,  of  Saybrook,  Comm- 
and has  two  children — Edward  Northrop,. 
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born  April  4,  1895;  and  Lucia  Tully,  born 
February  14,  1898.  On  January  24,  1872, 
Mr.  Northrop  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Elizabeth  Comstock,  who  was  born  in  Essex, 
and  is  the  only  surviving  daughter  of  the  late 
Samuel  Merritt  and  Harriet  (Hovey)  Corn- 
stock,  and  a sister  of  Robert  Comstock,  the 
efficient  president,  and  Archibald  W.  Corn- 
stock,  the  treasurer,  of  the  great  factory  of 
the  Comstock,  Cheney  & Co.,  of  Ivory  ton,  in 
which  Mrs.  Northrop  is  a large  financial  factor. 
No  stranger  in  the  town  of  Essex,  Middlesex 
county,  could  long  remain  unacquainted  with 
the1  old  and  honorable  name  of  Comstock,  iden- 
tified as  it  is  with  almost  all  of  the  industrial 
enterprises  which  have  made  prosperous  that 
part  of  the  county. 

Mrs.  Northrop  is  a lady  of  intelligence, 
and  is  interested  in  all  projects  intended  to  ad- 
vance the  town  of  her  birth,  a patron  of  every 
educational  enterprise,  and  president  of  the 
Ivoryton  Library  Association.  The  new 
school  lately  completed  in  Ivoryton  is  much 
indebted  to  her,  and  she  is  interested  in  many 
of  the  benevolent  societies.  For  many  years 
she  has  been  a consistent  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  she  is  a most  worthy 
representative  of  the  honorable  name  of  Com- 
stock. 

CURTISS  BACON.  In  the  death  of  this 
gentleman,  July  7,  1883,  at  his  home  in  Middle- 
town,  there  passed  away  one  of  the  old  repre- 
sentative men  of  the  city,  and  one  of  the  fore- 
most and  most  successful  Democratic  politi- 
cians of  his  day  in  Middlesex  county. 

Curtiss  Bacon  was  of  the  seventh  genera- 
tion from  Nathaniel  Bacon,  the  ancestor  of  the 
family  in  Connecticut,  and  one  of  the  first  pro- 
prietors of  Middletown.  His  line  of  descent 
is  as  follows:  Nathaniel,  “Elder”  John  (1), 

Lieut.  John  (2),  John  (3),  John  (4),  John 
(5),  Curtiss  (our  subject).  Of  these, 

(I)  Nathaniel  Bacon,  born  in  1630  in  the 
Parish  of  Stratton,  Rutlandshire,  England, 
came  to  New  England  about  1649,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1650  settled  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He 
was  twice  married,  first  to  Ann  Miller,  who  be- 
came the  mother  of  all  his  children.  Nathaniel 
Bacon  died  January  27,  1705. 

(II)  John  Bacon  (known  as  “Elder” 
John),  son  of  the  above,  born  March  14,  1662, 
in  Middletown,  married  Sarah  Whetmore,  and 
for  his  second  wife  wedded  Mary,  widow  of 
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Jacob  Cornwall,  and  daughter  of  Ensign  Na- 
thaniel White.  “Elder”  John  died  November 
4 , 1732. 

(III)  Lieut.  John  Bacon  (son  of  “Elder’' 
John),  born  January  30,  1695,  in  Middletown, 
Conn.,  married  Sarah  White,  of  Upper  blouses. 
He  died  August  8,  1781. 

(IV)  John  Bacon  (son  of  Lieut.  John,  and 

the  great-grandfather  of  Curtiss  Bacon),  born 
April  21,  1723,  in  Middletown,  settled  in  West- 
field,  Conn.  On  March  1,  1748,  he  married 
Rhoda  Gould,  a daughter  of  John  and  Mabel 
Gould,  of  Cromwell,  and  children  as  follows 
came  to  them  : ( i ) Thomas  Gould,  born  May 

9,  1 7-19,  removed  to  Susquehanna,  Pa.,  and 
died  there  leaving  a large  estate.  (2)  John 
(grandfather  of  Curtiss  Bacon),  born  January 
22,  1751,  is  fully  mentioned  farther  on.  (3) 
Ebenezer,  born  August  4,  1755,  removed  to 
Cohoes,  N.  Y.,  married  there  when  well  ad- 
vanced in  life,  and  had  a family.  (4)  Rhoda, 
born  July  12,  1757,  married  Josiah  Churchill. 
(5)  Sarah,  born  in  1760,  died  in  infancy.  (6) 
Sarah  (2),  born  January  29,  1765,  also  died 
in  infancy.  John  Bacon's  second  wife  was 
Molly  Ely,  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  who  bore  him 
one  child,  Mollie,  born  in  1768;  she  married 
Seth  Wilcox,  and  had  four  children. 

(V)  John  Bacon  (grandfather  of  Curtiss 

Bacon),  born  January  22,  1751,  in  what  is 
now  Middlefield,  Conn.,  settled  on  the  home- 
stead as  a farmer.  He  was  twice  married,  first, 
on  December  28,  1774,  to  Grace  Griswold,  of 
Wallingford,  and  to  this  union  came  children 
as  follows:  (1)  Rhoda,  born  November  5, 

1775,  married  Joel  Miller  February  11,  1796; 
(2)  Sarah,  born  November  19,  1777,  married 
Joseph  Clark  January  30,  1800;  (3)  John  (fa- 
ther of  Curtiss  Bacon),  born  December  15, 
1779,  is  fully  spoken  of  farther  on;  (4)  Anne 
was  born  March  1 1,  1781 ; (5)  Daniel  was  born 
July  28,  1783;  (6)  Matthew,  born  September 
9,  1785,  located  in  Middletown,  later  settling 
in  Lyme,  Conn.;  (7)  Joseph,  born  June  28, 
1787,  removed  to  South  Carolina;  (8)  Jona- 
than, born  May  10,  1789,  removed  to  the  Black- 
river  country,  New  York  State.  The  mother 
of  these  died  September  30,  1797,  and  on  Jan- 
uary 4.  1798,  John  Bacon  married  Olive  At- 
kins, daughter  of  Joel  and  Mary  Atkins.  By 
this  marriage  there  were  no  children.  John 
Bacon  died  Septenfiier  17,  1804. 

(VI)  John  Bacon,  born  December  15,  1 779- 
in  Westfield,  was  married  January  27,  1803.  to 
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Amy  Coe,  who  bore  him  five  children,  viz. : 
(i)  Curtiss  (our  subject),  sketch  of  whom 
follows;  (2)  William,  who  was  a hotel  keeper 
at  New  London,  Conn.;  (3)  John  L.,  who  for 
a time  was  in  the  hotel  business  with  his  broth- 
er William,  but  removed  to  Middletown,  and 
died  there:  (4)  Lucy,  who  married  Oliver 
Foster,  and  resided  in  Westfield  (their  daugh- 
ter is  the  widow  of  Joel  H.  Guy,  and  lives  in 
Middlefield)  ; and  (5)  George  W,  who  mar- 
ried Phoebe  Birdsey,  and  lived  in  Middle- 
field. 

(VII)  Curtiss  Bacon  was  born  April  17, 
1804,  at  what  was  then  Middletown  (now 
Middlefield),,  Conn.,  and  after  reaching  his 
majority  commenced  active  life  as  a teacher  in 
the  district  schools  of  the  locality.  Shortly  af- 
terward he  was  elected  town  constable,  at  that 
time  an  important  office,  and  he  then  removed 
into  the  city  limits.  Later  he  was  appointed 
deputy  sheriff  of  Middlesex  county  by  the  sher- 
iff, Linus  Coe,  and  held  that  office  for  several 
years.  In  1851  he  was  nominated  by  the  Dem- 
ocrats for  sheriff  of  the  county,  his  opponent 
being  Charles  Hubbard,  then  a Whig,  and  one 
of  the  most  popular  men  at  that  time  in  his 
party.  There  was  a severe  contest  at  the  elec- 
tion, but  Mr.  Bacon  was  triumphant.  He  held 
the  office  for  two  years  and  was  then  (1853) 
appointed  United  States  marshal  by  President 
Pierce;  he  was  reappointed  by  President  Bu- 
chanan. After  that  he  held  the  offices  of  dep- 
uty sheriff,  county  commissioner  and  consta- 
ble, also  serving  in  other  positions,  his  last  pub- 
lic appearance  in  political  life  being  as  a dele- 
gate from  the  State  to  the  last  Democratic  Na- 
tional Convention  held  before  his  death,  at  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio.  “Not  to  have  know  Curtiss 
Bacon  in  politics  was  to  be  almost  unknown. 
In  politics  he  lived,  moved  and  had  his  being, 
and  few  politicians  passed  through  life  with 
fewer  personal  enemies.  For  years  he  was  the 
life  and  soul  of  the  Democratic  politics  in 
Middletown,  for  he  had  the  time  to  spare  and 
the  means  to  devote  to  that  which  gave  him 
pleasure.  He  met  with  opposition,  but  it  did 
not  alter  his  genial  smile  and  pleasant  manners. 
That  he  was  successful  is  all  that  could  be 
asked,  for  men  are  measured  by  that ; and  there 
must  have  been  something  in  the  man  who, 
for  a long  course  of  years,  could  make  politics 
a trade,  and  manage  to  come  out  ahead.  It  is 
not  our  custom  to  cover  over  the  living  or  dead 
with  fulsome  praise.  The  political  enemies  of 


the  deceased  feared  his  untiring  application, 
and  they  knew  he  was  easy  in  worldly  circum- 
stances and  had  the  time  to  spare.  His  great 
secret  of  success  was  the  pleasant  words  he 
had  for  all,  the  calm  temper  he  possessed,  and 
the  general  friendliness  of  his  greeting  ff>  men 
of  all  shades  of  opinion.  He  reared  a costly 
home  and  filled  it  with  articles  of  taste.  The 
surroundings  of  his  life  were  pleasant  before 
the  dark  shadows  of  paralysis  fell  upon  him, 
and  in  the  long  and  weary  months  of  his  help- 
lessness he  had  the  constant  care  of  his  son  and 
daughter.  He  was  a friend  and  neighbor.  His 
reward  was  with  him  and  few  politicians  glide 
through  so  pleasantly  and  peacefully  as  did 
the  departed.  That  a man  of  his  caliber  should 
have  had  political  enemies  was  only  natural. 
He  knew;  the  stength  of  the  forces  he  could 
bring  to  the  ballot  box,  and  calculated  chances 
with  accuracy.  Lie  made  the  best  use  of  the 
talents  he  had  in  the  line  marked  out  by  him- 
self, and  the  various  offices  he  held  are  an 
index  of  the  state  of  political  feeling  toward 
him  in  his  active  years  of  life. 

Praises  on  tombs  are  trifles  vainly  spent; 

A man's  good  name  is  his  best  monument. 

On  November  9,  1828,  Curtiss  Bacon  was 
married  to  Miss  Ann  Stow,  who  was  born 
April  22,  1805,  in  Middlefield,  Conn.,  daughter 
of  Obed  and  Lucy  (Kirby)  Stow.  She  was  a 
niece  of  Joshua  Stow,  the  author  of  Article  7, 
Constitution  of  Connecticut,  said  article  creat- 
ing religious  liberty  in  the  State.  To  this  union 
came  two  children : Miss  Caroline  M.,  born 

June  14,  1833,  who  died  June  25,  1902;  and 
Arthur  William,  a sketch  of  whom  follows. 
The  mother  departed  this  life  September  9, 
1863,  and  she  and  the  father  sleep  their  last 
sleep  in  Mortimer  cemetery,  Middletown.  Mrs. 
Bacon  was  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

Arthur  W.  Bacon  was  born  in  the  Parish 
of  Westfield,  Middletown,  September  10,  1836, 
and  was  prepared  for  college  at  the  then  fa- 
mous academy  of  Hon.  Daniel  H.  Chase,  in 
that  city.  In  [852  he  entered  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity, class  of  1856,  and  on  leaving  there 
commenced  the  study  of  law,  first  with  Hon. 
Waldo  P.  Vinal,  and  afterward  with  Hon. 
Moses  Culver.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
the  last  term  of  the  superior  court  in  Middle- 
sex county  ever  held  by  Chief  Justice  W.  L. 
Storrs ; then  opened  an  office  in  Middletown 
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and  practiced  law  continuously  up  to  1895,  in 
the  meantime  establishing  the  record  of  being 
one  of  the  ablest  attorneys  in  Connecticut,  a 
forcible  and  eloquent  speaker — in  fact,  the 
ablest  practitioner  at  the  Middlesex  County 
Bar ; as  a writer  he  was  equally  able.  A stanch 
Democrat  in  politics,  he  in  1867-69-70  and 
1874,  represented  Middletown  in  the  General 
Assembly;  the  session  of  1874  was  the  last  one 
held  in  New  Haven.  As  a political  speaker  he 
had  no  superior  in  Connecticut,  and  he  had  a 
j great  command  of  language,  which  he  was  en- 
| ablecl  to  embellish  without  effort,  being,  withal, 
i possessed  of  excellent  literary  tastes. 

On  November  15,  1871,  Arthur  W.  Bacon 
was  united  in  marriage,  at  Barnstable,  Mass., 
with  Miss  Henrietta  Parker,  born  there  Octo- 
ber 15,  1848,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Erne- 
line  (Howland)  Parker.  She  was  a descendant 
of  John  Howland,  who  came  over  in  the  “May- 
flower,” and  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
“Compact was  allied  to  one  of  the  best  fam- 
ilies of  the  Barnstable  peninsula,  and  to  one 
of  the  oldest  in  New  England.  She  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  D.  A.  R.,  and  other  Colonial  socie- 
1 ties,  besides  being  eligible  to  some  in  wjhich 
she  did  not  hold  membership.  Her  death  oc- 
curred April  4,  1902.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur 
W.  Bacon  were  born  four  children,  as  follows : 
Anna  Howland,  born  August  11,  1872,  died 
August  17,  1873.  Emma  Howland,  born  Sep- 
tember 28,  1874,  was  married  August  8,  1900, 
to  Capt.  George  A.  Nugent.  U.  S.  A.  Cur- 
tiss Stow,  born  June  2,  1877,  graduated  in 
1902  from  Yale  Law  School,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  June  of  that  year.  Bertha  Parker 
was  born  November  21,  1878.  The  family  oc- 
cupy the  old  Curtiss  Bacon  homestead  on  Main 
street,  Middletown.  They  enjoy  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all. 

RUFUS:  W.  MATHE'WSON,  M.  D„ 
late  of  Durham,  Middlesex  county,  was  born 
March  24,  1814,  at  Coventry,  R.  I.  His  father, 
Rufus  Mathewson,  was  born  in  1770,  and  lived 
n Norwich,  Conn.,  where  he  married  Polly 
Bowen.  He  mlovecl  to  Coventry,  R.  I.,  there 
>ecoming  a large  land  owner  and  one  of  the 
well  known  men  of  the  section.  The  site  of 
he  railroad  station  of  Greene,  R.  1.,  was  a part 
T his  farm.  During  the  Jeffersonian  admini- 
stration he  Was  a prominent  politician,  and 
vas  sent  as  special  ambassador  to  Turkey  at 
lie  time  of  the  Algerian  pirate  troubles,  doing 


good  and  efficient  service  for  the  Government. 
Later  in  life  he  becam/e  tired  of  his  old  home 
and  disposed  of  his  land  for  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  in  cash,  with  which  he  started 
westward,  on  horseback,  intending  to-  purchase 
a large  estate,  as  he  foresaw  the  exodus  to 
the  West  after  the  war  of  1812.  The  death 
of  this  intelligent  and  superior  man  took  place 
at  Terre  Haute,  Inch,  September  22,  1816.  He 
reached  that  locality  on  horseback.  The  large 
amount  of  money  he  carried  disappeared  and 
the  mystery  of  his  death  has  never  been  made 
clear  to  the  family.  The  natural  suspicions 
aroused  of  foul  play  could  never  lie  substantiat- 
ed, in  the  days  when  transportation  was  so  diffi- 
cult, and  nothing  has  ever  occurred  since  to  en- 
lighten the  family.  The  family  of  Rufus 
Mathewson  had,  in  the  meantime,  removed 
from  Covington  to  Bozrahville,  Conn.,  which 
was  no  doubt  intended  to-  be  a temporary  home, 
but  naturally  the  plans  were  disturbed  by  the 
death  of  the  father.  Mrs.  Mathewson  ended 
her  days  in  the  home  of  her  son,  the  late  Rufus 
W.,  in  Norwich,  where  she  is  buried.  The 
childrn  of  Rufus  and  Polly  Mathewson  were: 
M a ry , who  married  Ansel  Rose:  Louisa,  who 
married  William)  G.  Johnson  ; Darius  Randolph 
once  a successful  merchant  at  Hawkinsville, 
Ga. ; Amelia,  who-  married  Col-  Josiah  Reab,  a 
great  art  dealer  in  New  Haven;  Rufus  Well- 
ington ; and  Rho-cla,  born  after  the  death  of  her 
father,  who  married  William  Marshall  in  the 
West  Indies,  after  his  death  living  with  her 
brother  Randolph,  in  Norwich. 

Rufus  W.  Mathewson,  our  present  sub- 
ject, became  one  of  the  ablest  and  best 
known  physicians  in  Middlesex  county.  His 
birth  took  place  March  24,  1814,  in  Coventry, 
R.  I.,  his  death  at  Durham,  Conn.,  May  6, 
1893,  when  he  was  aged  seventy-nine.  In 
early  life  he  removed  to  Norwich,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  there  engaged  in  the 
drug  business.  After  studying  medicine  with 
several  practitioners  in  the  vicinity  l>r. 
Mathewson  took  one  course  of  lectures  at  'i  ale. 
and  a second  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  in  New  York,  at  which  latter  insti- 
tution he  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1835. 
After  ten  years  in  Norwich  he  removed  to 
Ledyard,  Conn.,  practicing  until  1856,  when 
he  settled  in  Durham,  in  which  pi  ace  for  thirty- 
seven  vears  he  was  the  faithful  servant  of 
a large  constituency,  in  that  and  adjoining 
towns,  ready  dav  or  night  to  minister  to  the 
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sick  and  suffering.  For  more  than  one  gen- 
eration Dr.  Mathewson  held  his  position  as 
physician  in  miany  families,  his  straightfor- 
ward, honorable  and  pleasing  personality 
making  him!  welcome  both  as  physician  and  as 
friend.  Though  rather  blunt  in  manner,  Dr. 
Mathewson  loved  a joke,  and  was  of  a jovial 
disposition,  his  cheery  manner  encouraging  his 
patients,  and  he  literally  took  possession  in  the 
sick  room.  Progressive  in  his  ideas,  he  kept 
pace  with  his  calling  and  enjoyed  the  signs 
of  improvement  which  during  his  long  life 
he  was  permitted  to*  see  in  his  profession.  Dr. 
Mathewson  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the 
use  of  the  wet  sheet  pack  in  cases  of  scarlatina, 
and  in  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever  he  had  a 
reputation  all  over  New  England.  In  New 
York  City  the  best  physicians  regarded  his 
knowledge  of  typhoid  fever  as  equal  to>  that  of 
any  physician  in  the  country,  and  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Alonzo  Clark,  of  that  city,  quoted 
D'r.  Mathewson’s  treatment  of  typhoid  in  his 
lectures.  Without  doubt  Dr.  Mathewson  led 
among  the  most  successful  and  skillful  prac- 
titioners that  Middlesex  county  ever  had.  He 
was  but  twenty-one  years  old  when  he  grad- 
uated from  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, and  after  leaving  Norwich  he  practiced 
for  a short  time  in  several  smaller  localities, 
remaining  for  some  time  at  Gales  Ferry,  where 
his  son  Earl  was  born,  six  years  before 
the  family  settlement  in  Durham. 

The  life  of  Dr.  Mlathewson  was  a busy  one 
and  he  attended  to  its  demands  up  to  his  last 
illness,  although  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  ever  a man  of  strong  personality, 
kind  of  heart,  and  very  charitable,  and.  in  his 
benevolences  preferred  to  be  known  as  a 
moralist,  not  a churchman.  As  a member 
of  the  Middlesex  County  Medical  Society  he 
was  highly  valued,  his  interest  therein  being 
very  great,  and  seldom  was  he  absent  from'  its 
sessions.  All  of  the  offices  in  the  gift  of  the 
society  were  held  by  him.  A consistent  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  he  never  entered  much  into 
public  life  outside  of  his  profession  and  never 
cared  for  political  honor,  but  his  interest  in 
educational  matters  was  intense,  and  he  found- 
ed the  library,  kept  the  academy  going,  and 
in  other  ways  gave  practical  evidence  of  his 
zeal  in  that  respect.  As  a witness  in  the  cele- 
brated trial  of  Rev.  H.  H.  'Hayden  for  the 
mjurder  of  Mary  Stannard',  at  Madison,  he  was 
brought  into  much  prominence  on  account  of 


his  expert  testimony,  which  was  considere 
important  to  the  State. 

Dr.  Mlathewson  was  a great  admirer  c , 
antiques.  Years  ago,  and  long  before  theif 
value  was  realized,  he  purchased  many  rarl 
specimens  of  crockery  for  their  beauty,  an 
would  frequently  permit  his  children  to  pla 
with  pieces  which  now  would  be  considere  ; 
most  valuable  additions  to  any  collection. 

Mrs.  Mathewson  passed  away  twenty-eigb 
years  before  her  husband,  under  circumstanced1 
which  caused  grief  to  Dr.  Mathewson  so  grea; 
that  he  could  never  refer  to  his  loss  without 
emotion.  The  children  born  of  this  unio 
were : Earl,  mentioned  below ; Rufus,  born  a ; 
Gales  Ferry,  who  married  Mrs.  Hallie  Law 
renee,  and  lives  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  being 
joint  owner  of  the  Buffalo  Weaving  Company 
Mary,  wife  of  William  Scranton,  a farmer  o 
Durham);  Amelia;  Randolph,  who1  marrie 
Anna  R.  Wood,  and  is  a druggist  of  South 
Farms;  and  Susan  E.,  born  in  Durham, 
graduate  of  the  Boston  School  of  Music  am 
the  William  Shakespeare  School  of  Voice,  o 
London,  England,  and  now  a teacher  of  voca 1 
music  in  New  York  City. 

Earl  Mathewson  was  born  October  14 
1850,  at  Gales  Ferry,  Conn.,  and  remove r 
with  the  family  to  Durham  when  he  was  si: f 
years  old.  His  education  was  acquired  in  th 
district  schools,  and  for  five  years  he  wTas  ; 
pupil  in  the  Durham  Academy,  going  fron 
there  to  the  Wesleyan  Academy,  at  Wilbra 
ham,  Mass.,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1867 
Following  in  his  father’s  footsteps,  he  the: 
went  to  New  York,  where  he  entered  the  Col 
lege  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  taking  hi ; 
degree  in  1879.  He  then  located  at  M;ont 
ville,  New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  btiilf 
up  a thriving  practice,  but  upon  the  death  0 : 
his  father  he  returned  to  Durham:  and  tool) 
charge  of  the  practice  which  had  so  long  beer) 
in  the  care  of  his  honored  parent. 

Dr.  Mathewson  was  married,  June  27 
1881,  in  Middletown,  to  Ellen,  daughter  0 
George  and  Mary  (Riley)  McCoy,  and  chib 
dren  as  follows  have  come  to  this  union 
Rufus  W.,  born  December  27,  1883;  Paul 
born  October  27,  1885 ; and  Earl  E.,  born  Au 
gust  10,  1889.  In  politics  the  Doctor  is  d 
Democrat.  He  has  never  connected  himisel 
with  any  secret  society.  While  residing  ir 
Montville  he  served  as  pension  examiner  0 
the  New  London  County  Examining  Board 
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during  'both  terms  of  President  Cleveland,  re- 
signing the  position  in  1895.  He  is  now 
nedical  examiner  for  Durham,  and  is  a mem- 
Der  of  the  Middlesex  Medical  Society. 


GEORGE  A.  COLES,  president  of  the 
Middletown  Savings  Bank  and  of  The  Coles 
Company,  extensive  dealers  in  flour,  feed, 
grain,  etc.,  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  is 
1 worthy  descendant  of  an  honorable  and  es- 
;eemecl  ancestry. 

William  Coles,  the  great-grandfather  of 
>ur  subject,  lived  and  died  in  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  his  death  occurring  October  26,  1810. 
vVilliam  Coles,  son  of  William  of  Dorchester, 
vas  born  January  21,  1772,  and  when  a young 
nan,  about  1793,  went  from  Dorchester  to 
hat  part  of  Middletown  now  included  in  Mid- 
llefield,  Conn.,  locating  in  that  part  of  the 
own  now  known  as  the  Falls  District.  Paper 
manufacture  during  his  lifetime  was  an  import- 
ant branch  of  industry  in  that  locality,  and  he 
■arly  engaged  in  it.  For  over  a quarter  of 
. century  he  was  foreman  of  the  paper-mill 
here,  and  for  a period  one  of  the  proprietors, 
fe  died  about  the  year  1839,  leaving  the 
ecord  of  a man  of  integrity  and  honor,  wrho 
n joyed  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  com- 
tiunity.  He  married  Lois  Miller,  who  was 
>orn  March  31,  1772,  daughter  of  William 
nd  Chloe  Miller,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
! hildren  as  follows : Lucy,  born  March  9, 

79 7,  died  in  1798;  Lucy  (2),  born  February 
, 1799,  died  same  year;  William,  born  April 

5,  1800,  died  that  year;  Warren  is  more  fully 
poken  of  farther  on ; Sarah,  born  September 

6,  1806,  died  that  year;  Julia,  born  February 

! o,  1808,  died  in  1816;  Augustus  is  referred 
) farther  on:  Lucy  (3),  born  August  5,  1812, 
ied  unmarried  December  2,  1835  ; and  Ros- 
ell,  born  March  4,  1815,  settled  in  Napanoch, 

1.  Y.,  where  he  worked  as  a machinist  (he 
as  twice  married,  and  died  some  ten  or  twelve 
ears  ago,  leaving  a large  family). 

Warren  Coles,  above  mentioned,  was  born 
'ctober  1,  1801,  and  died  January  19,  1882. 

1 early  life  he  located  in  Ohio,  and  during 
ie  California  gold  excitement  he  proceeded 
1 the  “New  Eldorado”  via  the  overland 
>ute,  and,  being  selected  to-  forage,  or  procure 
une  for  food,  he  practically  traveled  much 
rtlier  than  any  of  the  others  of  the  party, 
hen  lie  left  California  he  had  accumulated 
tough  wealth  to  enable  him  to  live  comfort- 
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ably  in  Connecticut  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  but  during  the  Civil  war  he  entered 
into  an  unfortunate  speculation  by  which  he 
lost  much  of  his  money.  His  children  were 
Valerius,  Valeria,  Erskine,  and  Adelaide,  who 
married  C.  V.  Connover,  and  is  now  living  in 
New  York  City. 

Augustus  Coles,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  July  16,  1810,  in  Middlefield,  Conn.,  but 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Middletown,  main- 
ly at  the  Lancasterian  school,  corner  of  Broad 
and  Williams  streets,  of  which  institution  Mr. 
Garfield  was  principal.  On  laying  aside  his 
books  he  became  apprenticed  to  the  trade  of 
blacksmith,  in  the  Warner  shop,  near  the  foot 
of  Washington  street,  after  which  he  followed 
the  business  as  long  as  his  health  permitted.  He 
died  in  Essex,  this  county,  December  18,  1876. 
His  wife  Namcy  was  a daughter  of  Enoch  and 
Alice  Hubbard,  the  former  of  whom  was  a sea 
captain,  engaged  in  the  West  Indies  trade,  his 
vessels  sailing  from,  Middletown.  He  was  lost 
at  sea  in  August,  1825  ; his  widow  passed  away 
April  22.  1849.  Mrs.  Nancy  (Hubbard)  Coles 
was  born  April  9,  1809,  at  South  Farms,  Conn., 
and  died  July  11,  1891,  in  Rocky  Hill,  where 
she  was  living  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Belden, 
and  she  and  her  husband  are  both  buried  in 
Indian  Hill  cemetery.  Mrs.  Coles  before  her 
marriage  attended  the  South  Congregational 
Church,  while  in  religious  faith  Mr.  Coles  was 
a Universalist.  In  politics  he  was  originally 
a Whig,  later  a Democrat,  but  never  active  in 
the  affairs  of  either  party.  He  was  prominent- 
ly identified  with  military  matters  in  his  day, 
being  a popular  officer  in  the  State  militia.  A 
brief  record  of  the  children  born  to  Augustus 
and  Nancy  (Hubbard)  Coles  is  as  follows: 

( 1 ) George  A.  is  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch. 

(2)  Roswell  W.,  born  September  11,  1838, 
died  July  3,  1889,  through  injuries  received 
while  acting  as  superintendent  of  a mill.  He 
was  a member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  F.  & A. 
M.,  of  Middletown.  He  married  Julia  A. 
Morse  October  10,  1866,  and  they  had  five 
children — Maude  Josephine,  born  September 
12,  1868,  is  now  Mrs.  Daniel  J.  Glazier,  of 
Hartford;  Grace  Henrietta,  born  March  19, 
1873,  is  now  Mrs.  N.  B.  Carrier,  of  Middle 
Haddam,  Conn.;  Frank  Augustus,  born  June 
9,  1875,  's  secretary  and  treasurer  of  The  Coles 
Company,  of  Middletown,  and  one  of  the 
prominent  young  business  men  of  that  city 
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(lie  was  married  October  30,  1901,  to  Miss  Es- 
telle Norman,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frederick  A.  Strong)  ; Alice  Southmayd  was 
born  August  28,  1879:  and  Marjorie  Hub- 
bard was  born  October  23,  1887. 

(3)  Josephine  A.,  born  October  17,  1840, 
married  Horace  Southmayd,  and  died  April 
24,  1874,  leaving  a daughter,  Alice  Dunham, 
born  August  3,  1872. 

(4)  Alice  Hubbard,  born  February  7,  1844, 
married  April  18,  1866,  Eugene  S.  Belden, 
and  they  live  in  Hartford,  Conn.  They  have 
two  sons — Herbert  E.,  born  September  12, 
187 j,  married  a daughter  of  H.  C.  Williams, 
of  New  Britain  ; Clifford  Hubbard,  born  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1877,  is  employed  in  his  father’s  busi- 
ness, dock  building,  etc. 

George  A.  Coles,  of  whom  this  sketch  more 
particularly  relates,  is  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut, born  October  20,  1836,  in  Middletown,  in 
a dwelling  situated  on  the  east  corner  of  Ferry 
street  and  the  Connecticut  river.  His  educa- 
tion he  received  in  part  at  the  Green  street 
school  (Miss  Grace  Dean  being  his  first  teach- 
er, and  Miss  Harris  among  the  first),  and  in 
part  at  the  high  school  which  stood  where  the 
grammar  school  now  is,  a Mr.  Hoyt  being 
principal.  Young  Coles  went  to>  Springfield, 
Mass.,  and  became  general  utility  boy  in  the 
store  of  Emerson  & Hubbard,  but  after  a time 
he  returned  to  Middletown  and  attended 
Chase’s  famous  school  for  about  two  years, 
and  here  “drank  deep”  of  algebra  and  mathe- 
matics, sciences  which,  in  the  study  thereof, 
became  a pleasure  to  him  instead  of  a task,  and 
he  to  this  da,v  entertains  kindly  recollections 
of  that  school.  During  this  time,  his  father's 
health  becoming  much  impaired,  owing  to 
rheumatism,  he  assisted  him!  as  well  as  he 
could  in  the  business,  and,  in1  fact,  was  of  no 
little  assistance  to  both  his  parents.  When 
he  had  finished  at  Chase’s  school  he  went  to 
Springfield,  Mass.,  and  took  up  the  tinner's 
trade,  some  of  his  first  work  in  that  line  being 
as  assistant  in  putting  the  tin  roof  on  the  big 
depot  building  about  that  time  on  Main  street, 
and  he  also  worked  on  similar  structures  in 
Troy  and  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  also  at  Brant- 
ford, Ontario*.  Subsequently  he  was  employed 
at  his  trade  in  Western  States.  At  Lasalle, 
111.,  he  assisted  in  the  tinning  of  the  large 
bridge  of  the  Illinois  Central  railroad.  Here 
cholera  broke1  out  among  the  hands  employed 


on  the  work,  and  our  subject’s  roommate  died 
of  that  disease  after  twenty-four  hours’  ill- 
ness, and,  Mr.  Coles’  own  health  becoming 
impaired  through  the  nature  of  the  work  on  1 
which  he  was  employed,  and  his  weight  re- 
duced from  130  pounds  to  90  pounds,  he  re-  > 
turned  to  Middletown.  When  he  had  suffi-  j 
ciently  recuperated,  he  entered  the  grocery  , 
store  of  A.  G.  & R.  A.  Pease,  in  that  town,  I 
as  clerk,  and  remained  with  that  firm  until  |j 
1859,  in  which  year  he  was  appointed  secretary  1 
and  treasurer  of  the  Baldwin  Tool  Company,  * 
at  Staddle  Hill,  which  position  he  held  until 
1862.  He  resigned  to  accept  the  secretary-  ; 
ship  of  the  Union  Mills,  the  property  of  a 
corporation  organized  in  1854,  Mr.  Coles  and 
H.  PI.  Smith  being-  the  managers  of  the  mill. 

In  1878  our  subject  bought  out  the  old  Union 
Mill,  and  same  year,  after  conducting  it  alone 
for  a short  time,  he  took  his  brother-im-law 
into  partnership,  the  firm  name  being  Coles  1 
& Atkins.  Two  years  later  Mr.  Atkins  sold  1 
his  interests  to  Frank  B.  Weeks,  and  the  style 
of  the  firm  changed  to  Coles  & Weeks,  the  1 
new  firm  in  1885  adding  a business  in  Portland  ' 
formerly  conducted  by  E,  I.  Bell,  and  establish- 
ing  a branch  there  under  the  management  of  j 
Thomas  P.  Bill,  who  also  represents  the  com-  * 
pany  in  the  trade  generally.  Mr.  Weeks  re-  ; 
tired  from  business  in  1895,  selling  out  to  Mr.  , 
Coles,  and  the  establishment  of  the  firm  of  1 
Coles  & Co.  followed.  This  in  turn  was  sue-  1 
ceeded  by  the  present  corporation  “The  Cbles  | 
Company,”  organized  three  years  later  by  Mr.  1 
Coles  and  his  son  Charles  Hi.  Coles,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $30,000  and  a surplus  of  $30,-  | 
000.  The  product  of  the  mills  is  sent  to  every 
town  in  Middlesex  county,  and  to  many  1 
throughout  the  State.  A deep  water  canal  1 
leads  from  the  Connecticut  river  to*  the  mill  j 
of  the  company,  at  the  foot  of  Union  street,  , 
and  cargoes  of  grain  are  discharged  from  the 
boats  directly  into  bins  of  the  mill.  The 
tracks  of  the  Valley  Division  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Railroad  run  near  to  the  mill,  and  by 
ingenious  devices  grain  is  unloaded  from1  the 
cars  and  reloaded  into  them  in  bags  without 
the  employment  of  manual  labor.  The  com- 
pany does  an  extensive  wholesale  business,  and 
many  carloads  of  feed,  grain  and  flour  are 
sold  and  delivered  to  customers  direct  from  : 
points  of  shipment.  It  has  without  doubt  been 
the  untiring  genius  and  the  careful  and  pro- 
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gressive  business  methods  of  Mr.  Coles  that 
have  gained  for  his  company  the  large  and 
profitable  trade  it  now  enjoys. 

Mr.  Coles  has  since  1884  been  connected 
with  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank,  one  of  the 
strongest  financial  institutions  in  the  State,  and 
has  been  its  president  since  1887,  and  he  is  a 
director  of  the  Middlesex  Mutual  Insurance 
! Company.  Bor  many  years  he  has  been  prom- 
| inent  in  all  movements  tending  to  the  benefit 
of  his  city,  and  has  been  one  of  the  most  act- 
ive members  of  the  Middletown  Board  of 
Trade.  In  1872  and  1875  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  common  council ; was  a di- 
rector of  the  Douglas  Pump  Company  up  to 
January,  1900,  when  he  retired;  was  a director 
of  the  Keating  Wheel  Company  ; is  president  of 
the  Middletown  Total  Abstinence  Society,  and 
j secretary  of  the  Citizens  League.  Mr.  Coles 
i is  Commodore  of  the  “Middletown  Yacht 
Club,”  and  his  cruiser,  the  “Marion,”  is  “prob- 
ably the  finest  private  craft  owned  in  Middle- 
town.” 

On  O'ctober  11,  i860,  George  A.  Coles  was 
married  to  Miss  Augusta  Atkins,  who  was 
born  August  22,  1840,  daughter  of  William 
H!.  and  Eliza  (Powers)  Atkins,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a hardware  merchant  in  Middle- 
town,  and  is  mentioned  elsewhere.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  four  children  : Mary  E,,  Hor- 
ace, Augusta  (Mrs.  Coles)  and  Charles  S. 
She  received  her  education  in  Middletown  and 
Saybrook,  and  at  a well-known  private  school 
I in  Danbury,  Conn.  She  is  a member  of  the 
! South  Congregational  Church,  and  is  eligible 
1 1°  the  “D.  A.  R.,”  but  has  never  joined,  being, 

I hke  her  husband,  thoroughly  democratic. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coles  have  one  son,  Charles 
j H.,  born  in  Middletown  February  7,  1863.  He 
is  a stockholder  of  The  Coles  Company  and 
, teller  in  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank.  On 
July  27,  1889,  be  wedded  Miss  Helen  E.  Coe, 
of  Portland,  Middlesex  county,  daughter  of 
William  W.  and  Helen  Augusta  (Gildersleeve) 
Coe,  the  former  of  whom  was  president  of  the 
hirst  National  Bank  of  Portland;  the  latter 
was  the  youngest  child  of  Sylvester  and  Emily 
(Shepard)  Gildersleeve.  Marion,  only  child 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Coles,  died  when 
but  a year  old. 

George  A.  Coles  has  ever  been  a sound  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and,  aside  from  his  sup- 
port of  Horace  Greeley,  has  always  voted  that 
ickct  at  National  and  State  elections,  but  in 


local  matters  he  invariably  casts  his  ballot  for 
the  candidate  he  considers  best  adapted  for  the 
office,  regardless  of  party.  N01  higher  testi- 
monial to  his  business  acumen  can  be  offered 
than  the  fact  of  hisi  being  elected  president  of 
a bank  the  deposits  in  which  reach  nearly  eight 
million  dollars,  and  whose  surplus  is  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars ; yet,  in  his  modest  way, 
he  affirms  that  he  is  merely  “the  fortunate  vic- 
tim of  circumstances.” 

SAMUEL  GRISWOLD,  at  present  a resi- 
dent of  Meriden,  Conn.,  was  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  as  well  as  one  of  the  best 
known  citizens  of  Essex,  Middlesex  county. 
For  forty  years  an  instructor  of  youth,  his 
grateful  pupils  are  scattered  over  the  United 
States,  with  many  affectionate  remembrances 
of  his  solicitude  for  their  mental  development. 

Edward  and  Matthew  Griswold  came 
from  Warwick,  England,  in  1639,  in  company 
with  Rev.  Mr.  Hunt's  party,  who  came  to 
Windsor,  Conn.,  that  year.  Mathew  Griswold 
married  Anna  Wolcott  in  1646,  removed  to 
Saybrook  as  agent  for  Col.  Fenwick,  speedily 
assumed  prominence,  and  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  the  movements  which  led  up  to  the 
settlement  of  Lyme;  he  became  the  leading 
and  wealthiest  man  in  that  town,  which  was  set 
off  from  Saybrook  in  1665,  establishing  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  river  “Blackball,” 
since  the  family  seat  of  the  Griswold  family. 
His  death  occurred  in  1698.  He  left  a son 
Mathew,  who  married  and  had  a family; 
Mathew  Griswold  died  in  1715. 

Selah  Griswold,  the  grandfather  of  Sam- 
uel, was  born  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Kill- 
ingworth.  Having  been  left  an  orphan  at  an 
early  age,  he  was  'bound  out  to  a farmer  until 
he  was  sixteen  years  old,  coming  then  to 
Essex,  which  was  then  a part  of  Saybrook, 
and  there  learning  the  trade  of  shoemaker  of 
a Mr.  Starkey,  who  later  became  his  father-in- 
law.  Following  bis  trade  for  a number  of 
years,  he  later  purchased  a small  farm  and 
erected  a house  thereon,  this  farm  being  located 
about  two  miles  south  of  Essex  on  the  Bokum 
road.  There  he  followed  his  trade  and  farm- 
ing for  the  rest  of  his  active  life,  his  death 
occurring  when  he  was  eighty-three  years  old. 
He  married  Mary  Ann  Starkey,  ami  their  chil- 
dren were:  Daniel,  Selah,  Asel  P.  and  Mary 
Ann. 

Daniel  Griswold,  the  father  of  Samuel,  was 
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born  in  March,  1780,  in  what  is  now  Essex, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  Like  his  brothers, 
he  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  which  he 
followed  during  the  winters,  and  each  summer, 
for  forty  consecutive  years,  followed  fishing, 
particularly  for  shad,  in  the  Connecticut  river, 
leaving  both  these  occupations  later  in  life  to 
engage  in  farming.  His  estate  near  his  be- 
loved river  was  in  Essex,  and  there  he  peace- 
fully passed  away  when  almost  ninety-one 
years  old.  For  many  years  he  was  a surveyor 
of  town  roads.  He  was  a man  of  superior 
mental  faculties,  had  a wonderful  memory, 
was  a constant  reader,  and  possessed  sound 
judgment,  ambition  and  energy.  He  was 
gifted  in  mjany  directions,  had  great  physical 
strength,  and  was  a most  excellent  manager. 
Though  a stanch  Democrat,  of  the  Jefferson- 
ian type,  he  never  accepted  office,  but  was  al- 
ways interested  in  the  success  of  his  party. 

Daniel  Griswold  married  Fanny  Babcock, 
of  Old  Saybrook,  daughter  of  William  Bab- 
cock. She  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  Daniel  and  Fanny  (Babcock) 
Griswold  were:  Maria,  who  married  Fordes 

Dennison ; Alfred,  whoi  first  married  Mary 
Ives,  of  Middletown,  and  second  a lady  named 
Joslyn;  Cherilla,  who  married  Giles  O.  Clark, 
of  Chester;  William,  who'  married  Laura 
Tucker;  Edwin,  who  married  Elizabeth  Gris- 
wold; Mary,  who  married  George  Conklin; 
Rachel,  who  married  (first)  Albert  Pratt,  and 
(second)  George  Pratt;  and  Samuel.  For  his 
second  wife  of  Mr.  Griswold  married,  late  in 
life,  Mrs.  Spencer;  they  had  no  children. 

Samuel  Griswold  was  born  August  21, 
1821,  in  Essex,  and  attended  the  common 
schools,  in  winter  becoming  a pupil  at  the  Hills 
Academy,  which  was  a well  and  favorably 
known  institution  at  that  time.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  he  began  teaching  school,  continuing 
this  profession  for  forty  years  in  Deep  River, 
Essex  and  Westbrook.  In  Essex,  he  was  the 
proprietor,  for  a long  time,  of  a select  school 
which  rivaled  the  best  in  the  country,  and  at 
one  time  he  refused  an  offer  to  teach  the  Mid- 
dletown high  school.  He  spent  more  than 
fourteen  years  in  Westbrook,  his  pupils  becom- 
ing some  of  the  most  prominent  people  of  the 
country.  Many,  from  all  walks  in  life,  look 
back  to  this  instructor,  to  the  happy  days  in 
the  old  Niew  England  school,  and  the  kind 
and  scholarly  care  of  their  teacher. 

In  1890  Mr.  Griswold  gave  up  the  profes- 


sion he  had  adorned  so-  long,  and  devoted  his 
attention  to  his  farm,  which  he  managed  until 
the  death  of  his  wife,  a blow  Which  took  from 
him  all  ambition  to  labor  longer.  On  October 
18,  1848,  he  miarried  Susan  E.  Pratt,  who  was 
born  June  29,  1826,  in  Essex,  daughter  of 
Elias  and  Abby  Pratt.  This  noble  woman  died 
February  26,  1898,  and  her  memory  is  cher- 
ished by  a large  circle  of  friends.  Children 
as  follows  was  born  of  this  union : ( 1 ) 

Frederick  Pl.  received  his  early  education  at 
Suffield  Literary  Institute,  at  Suffield,  Conn. ; 
he  studied  and  recited  to-  Dr.  Hubbard,  of 
Essex;  attended  Columbia  College,  N.  Y., 
taking  a three-years  course;  was  then  located 
at  Belevue  Hospital,  New  York,  for  eighteen 
months;  was  at  Guilford,  Cbnn.,  for  five  years;- 
went  to  Florida  for  his  health ; and  then  located 
in  Meriden,  where  he  is  one  of  the  leading 
physicians.  He  married  Caroline  P.  Hull,  of 
Madison,  Conn.,  and  has  two  children,  Freder- 
ick P.  and  Harold  H.  (2)  Daniel  P.  is  an 
undertaker  of  Wallingford ; he  married  Emily 
Page,  of  Westbrook,  and  has  one  child,  Mor- 
ton D.  (3)  Samuel  A.  is  an  undertaker  in 
Branford. 

Although  an  ardent  Republican,  Mr.  Gris- 
wold has  never  sought  office,  but  has  served  as 
grand  juror  and  for  four  years  was  assessor. 
In  church  affairs  he  has  always  taken  an  active 
part,  having  from  the  age  of  twenty  been  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  first 
at  Centerbrook,  where  he  served  as  deacon  and 
Sunday-school  superintendent  for  many  years. 
When  the  Ivory  ton  Church  was  organized  he 
Was  made  a deacon,  having  acceptably  filled 
that  position  for  thirty  years  previous.  Pos- 
sessing a pleasant  personality,  and  living  a life 
of  rectitude,  he  is  looked  up  to  and  respected, 
and  has  reared  a family  which  reflects  credit 
upon  him  and  their  sainted  mother,  as  well 
as  upon  the  community  in  which  they  have 
grown  to  be  useful  and  esteemed  citizens. 


JOHN  E.  BAILEY,  M.  D.  This  eminent 
and  successful  practitioner  of  Middlesex  coun- 
ty, whose  large  and  lucrative  practice  is  con- 
stantly increasing,  is  a scion  of  an  old  and 
esteemed  family  which  has  been  identified  with 
the  history  of  Middletown  and  its  vicinity  since 
a date  shortly  subsequent  to  its  first  settlement, 
in  1650.  The  Doctor  is  a representative  in 
the  eighth  generation  of  this  old  family,  whose 
progenitor, 
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(I)  John  Bay  ley,  as  the  patronymic  was 
then  spelled,  was  one  of  the  original  twenty- 
eight  proprietors  of  Haddam  who  were  granted 
permission  by  the  General  Court  to  establish 
a plantation  at  Thirty  Mile  Island,  which  sub- 
sequently came  to  be  known  as  the  town  of 
Haddam.  The  settlement  was  commenced  in 
1662.  He  came  from  Hartford,  where  in  1656 
he  held  the  office  of  constable,  and  established 
himself  above  Mill  creek,  on  land  situated  be- 
:ween  the  properties  of  Thomas  Smith  and 
Daniel  Brainerd.  He  was  the  father  of  three 
ions,  John,  Benjamin  and  Nathaniel. 

(IT)  John  Bailey  (2),  of  Haddam,  had 
,ons  John,  Ephraim,  Jonathan  and  David. 

(III)  Ephraim  Bailey,  of  Haddam,  had 
ions  Ephraim,  Jacob,  Gideon,  Stephen,  Jabez, 
Taleb,  Abijah,  William,  Oliver  and  Eph- 
■aim  (2). 

(IV)  Oliver  Bailey,  of  Haddam,  was  the 
jreat-great-grandfather  of  Dr.  John  E.  He  and 
lis  wife  Hannah  had  a family  of  twelve  chil- 
lren.  Years  ago,  when  what  is  now  Susque- 
lanna  county,  Pa.,  was  considered  a pioneer 
ection,  all  the  family  but  one  son,  Oliver,  re- 
noved  to  that  region,  where  many  of  their 
i.umerous  descendants  are  yet  living. 

(V)  Oliver  Bailey  (2)  settled  in  Middle- 
teld,  at  what  afterward  came  to  be  known  as 
Jailey ville.  He  and  his  wife  had  six  sons  and 
ne  daughter,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Alfred,  was 
he  grandfather  of  Dr.  John  E.  Bailey.  Of 
he  others  it  is  possible,  in  this  connection,  to 
lake  only  a brief  mention.  Richard,  the  sec- 
nd,  for  several  years  conducted  a sawmill  at 
-'hat  is  now  Rock  Hill,  and  died  at  Middle- 
eld.  Oliver  was  a blacksmith,  and  long 
worked  at  his  trade  in  Middlefield,  although 
e removed  to  Middletown,  where  he  died, 
'a  was  a distiller  at  Middlefield,  but  met  his 
eath  at  Meriden,  Conn.  Roswell  also*  lived 
1 Middlefield ; he  was  a farmer,  but  at  times 
orked  in  a factory.  Russell  E.  was  a wood- 
irner  and  sawyer,  and  a resident  of  Middle- 
2'1  d ; he  died  at  Meriden  while  on  a visit, 
(inerva,  the  only  daughter,  married  Olmstead 
rainerd,  and  died  in  1836  at  Middletown. 

(VI)  Alfred  Bailey,  the  grandfather  of  the 
stinguished  physician  and  scientist  the  story 

whose  life  forms  the  subject  matter  of  this 
ographical  sketch, was  born  at  Baileyville 
?pteml>er  20,  1791.  On  September  1,  1813,  he 
arried  Maria  Ward,  a daughter  of  William 
id  Rhoda  Ward,  who  was  born  at  Westfield 


March  18,  1795.  To*  their  union  came  eight 
children,  as  follows : Almira  Wilcox,  bom 

February  17,  1815,  was  married  April  24, 

1836,  to  Albert  Skinner,  a wood-turner,  of 
Middlefield;  she  died  June  19,  1881.  Lavinia 
Morris,  the  second  child,  born  December  5, 
1816,  became  Mrs.  Edwin  Birdsey  April  12, 

1837,  and  lived  in  Meriden,  where  she  died 
September  3,  1880.  Louisa  Caroline,  born  No- 
vember 11,  1820,  married  Elbert  Coe,  and  lived 
first  at  Middlefield,  and  afterward  at  Stony 
Greek,  dying  there  October  22,  1891.  Alfred 
M.,  the  fourth  child  and  eldest  son,  and  the 
father  of  Dr.  Bailey,  is  mentioned  below. 
William  Ward,  born  January  18,  1825,  never 
married,  and  is  still  living  in  Baileyville. 
Mary  Lucinda,  born  February  9,  1828,  was 
married  November  9,  1848,  to  Horace  Wether- 
ill  ; her  home  was  at  Middlefield  and  afterward 
at  Manchester,  although  she  died  at  the  first- 
named  place  June  1,  1868.  Rhoda  Anna,  born 
August  20,  1833,  was  married  September  15, 
1866,  to  George  W.  Cook,  of  Meriden,  and 
died  at  Middlefield  in  June,  1897.  Phoebe 
Cook,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  born  Novem- 
ber 19,  1839,  died  unmarried  August  27,  1869. 

The  story  of  Dr.  Bailey’s  grandfather  re- 
veals a character  of  versatile  genius,  no  less 
than  the  history  of  a life  spent  in  varied  occu- 
pations and  crowned  with  the  full  meed  of 
success  due  to  patient  industry,  earnest  effort 
and  stanch  integrity.  He  was  a farmer's  son, 
and  early  inured  to  hard  toil.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  a carpenter  and  joiner  from  his  fa- 
ther in  his  early  years,  and  from  his  boyhood 
manifested  mechanical  aptitude  of  a high  or- 
der. After  reaching  early  manhood  he  con- 
ducted saw,  flouring  and  carding  mills,  all 
within  a short  distance  of  each  other,  and 
standing  upon  the  land  that  now  forms  the 
site  of  the  wringer  factory  at  Baileyville. 
Tiring  of  the  milling  business,  he  retired  to 
his  farm,  which  he  cultivated  for  a time,  and 
later  conducted  a grocery  in  Baileyville ; in 
the  winter  of  1847-48,  he  operated  a store  on 
Court  street,  in  Middletown.  V ith  the  ex- 
ception of  this  brief  interruption  lie  passed  his 
entire  life  in  his  native  village,  where  he  died 
May  14,  1871,  at  the  age  of  nearly  eighty 
years.  Pie  was,  as  has  been  said,  a natural 
mechanic,  and  from  his  shop  in  Baileyville 
were  turned  out  many  small  articles  of  domes- 
tic utility,  such  as  match  lioxes.  bread  cutters, 
etc.,  as  well  as  wool  rolls  for  the  housewives 
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of  Middlefield.  He  was  a man  of  powerful 
frame  and  robust  physique,  tipping  the  scale 
beam,  when  in  his  prime,  at  from  175  to  180 
pounds,  although  toward  the  close  of  his  life 
he  showed  a tendency  to  corpulence,  his  weight 
increasing  to  200  pounds.  He  was  a Whig 
prior  to  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party, 
after  which  he  was  an  earnest  supporter  of  the 
new  principles  and  policy,  although  never  tak- 
ing an  active  part  in  political  affairs.  He  was 
a man  of  exemplary  life,  a member,  with  his 
wife,  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  for 
many  years  its  chorister.  His  widow  survived 
him  ten  years,  falling  asleep  May  20,  1881,  in 
her  eighty-seventh  year.  Both  sleep  in  the  old 
cemetery  of  Middlefield  Center. 

(VII)  Alfred  M.  Bailey,  father  of  Dr. 
John  E.,  was  born  at  Baileyville  January  13, 
1822,  when  the  little  settlement  consisted  of 
scarcely  a half  dozen  houses.  Hard  work,  on 
the  farm  and  in  his  father’s  shop-  and  store, 
was  the  rule  of  his  boyhood.  He  inherited, 
however,  his  father's  remarkable  physical 
powers,  his  strength  being  far  beyond  his 
years.  At  the  age  off  twelve  he  was  able  to 
do'  the  work  of  a man,  driving  a span  of  horses 
and  turning  as  long,  straight  and  deep  a fur- 
row as  any  young  farmer  off  twenty-five.  Un- 
til he  was  eighteen  years  old  his  educational  ad- 
vantages w'ere  confined  to  attendance  at  the 
local  district  school  during  the  winter  months. 
At  that  period  of  his  life  he  went  to  board  with 
his  sister’s  husband,  Edwin  Birdsey,  and  at- 
tended school  at  Meriden,  walking  three  miles 
each  way,  to  and  from;  the  school  house  every 
day.  He  was  endowed  by  nature  with  a mind 
of  unusual  clearness,  as  well  as  a singularly 
retentive  memory.  To  learn  was  for  him  an 
easy  task,  and  study  was  congenial  to  his  taste. 
In  mathematics  he  was  especially  proficient, 
easily  outstripping  his  classmates  and  aston- 
ishing his  teacher,  John  D.  Post,  by  the  facility 
with  which  he  was  able,  without  knowledge 
of  algebra,  to  solve  problems  the  solution  of 
which  was  ordinarily  supposed  to  require  fa- 
miliarity with  that  branch  of  learning.  De- 
spite his  instructor's  remonstrance  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  him  to  acquire  a knowledge 
of  trigonometry  and  surveying  without  pre- 
viously studying  algebra,  he  succeeded  in  mas- 
tering both  without  taking  a course  therein, 
through  intuitive  mathematical  genius.  Mr. 
Post  foresaw  a brilliant  future  for  him,  and 
repeatedly  and  strongly  urged  him  to  study  the 


science  of  mathematics  in  its  entirety.  But 
the  remarkable  strength  of  the  young  man  im- 
parted to  him  a desire  for  physical  activity 
which  made  confinement  irksome,  and  he  chose 
a life  of  action  in  preference  to  one  of  study  ii 
and  reflection.  He  inherited  his  father’s  fond-  if 
ness  for  mechanical  pursuits,  while  his  superior  ‘ 
knowledge  and  better  mental  discipline  and  1 
enlightenment  gave  him  a far  keener,  quicker 
insight  into  their  principles  and  intricacies.  On 
reaching  his  majority  his  father  presented  him 
with  land  of  the  value  of  about  one  hundred 
fifty  dollars,  and  he  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self.  | 

For  five  years  Mr.  Bailey  was  in  the  em-  I 
ploy  of  Andrew  Coe,  whose  establishment  for  ( 
grinding  bones  and  preparing  phosphate  was  | 
situated  at  Baileyville.  Toward  the  close  of 
that  period  he  learned  that  a mechanic  in  Mid-  i 
dletown  had  invented  a machine  for  the  rapid  I 
manufacture  of  buttons.  His  interest  was  at  ; 
once  aroused,  and  going  to-  that  town  he  re- 
quested permission  to  examine  the  new  con- 
trivance. With  each  refusal  his  curiosity  be-  ; 
came  more  intense,  and  he  finally  offered  the  in-  1 
vent  or  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  i 
privilege  of  examining  the  machine  for  fifteen  >r 
minutes,  and  the  right,  subsequently,  to  make  ? 
others  similar  to  it,  if  he  were  able.  The  j 
proposition  was  accepted,  and  for  a quarter-  ; 
hour  young  Bailey  scanned  the  mechanism  1 
closely  and  intelligently.  Its  mysteries  were  to  1 
him  no  longer  a secret,  and  on  his  return  home  1 
he  perfected  a machine  of  his  own,  which  1 
formed  the  nucleus  for  the  introduction  of  the 
buttonmaking  industry  into  Middletown.  A j 
partnership  was  soon  formed  with  his  former  j 
employer,  Mr.  Coe,  under  the  firm  name  of  ' 
A.  M.  Bailey  & Co.,  the  new  concern  begin- 
ning the  manufacture  in  a rather  modest  way.  j 
Before  long  they  found  it  necessary  to  enlarge  [ 
their  plant,  as  the  business  soon  became  the 
leading  enterprise  of  the  place.  Their  machin- 
ery was  operated  by  water  power,  and  to  se- 
cure enough  motive  force  for  their  steadily 
growing  business  they  began,  in  1848,  the  con- 
struction of  the  great  reservoir  dam  at  Bailey- 
ville. The  plans  were  drawn  by  Mr.  Bailey, 
and  the  work  was  done  under  his  supervision. 

It  stands  to-day  a lasting  monument  to  his  en- 
gineering skill,  having  successfully  endured 
the  test  of  more  than  half  a century’s  constant 
use,  and  for  thirty  years  resisted  the  enormous 
pressure  of  135  acres  of  water.  It  was  orig- 
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inally  twenty-seven  feet  in  height,  but  this  alti- 
tude was  increased  by  five  feet  in  1852,  and 
by  the  addition  of  another  five  feet  in  1870. 

For  many  years  the  venture  proved  profit- 
able beyond  the  anticipation  of  its  promoters, 
but  dishonesty  where  it  was  least  expected 
brought  about  the  most  disastrous  results,  and 
I Mr.  Bailey  was  left  to  face  the  impending 
j financial  ruin  alone.  The  plant  and  stock  of 
j the  concern  were  taken  by  the  creditors,  and 
Mr.  Bailey  surrendered  all  his  individual  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  to  meet  their  de- 
mands. For  a man  to  whose  keen  sense  of 
honor  the  very  suspicion  of  dishonesty  had 
ever  been  regarded  as  a disgrace,  the  blow  was 
well-nigh  crushing.  But  at  this  crisis  in  his 
affairs  Mr.  Bailey  found  a friend  in  David 
. Lyman,  whose  many  acts  of  generous,  unos- 
' tentatious  kindness  have  caused  his  name  to 
be  regarded  as  a synonym  for  true  philan- 
thropy, wherever  known.  He  was  deeply 
moved  by  the  undeserved  misfortune  which 
had  overtaken  the  young  manufacturer,  and 
promptly  came  to  his  relief.  He  bought  Mr. 

1 Bailey’s  home,  which  he  once  more  turned  over 
to  him  upon  most  liberal  terms  of  repayment, 
presented  him  with  a cow,  and  offered  him  a 
position  in  his  gristmill,  which  was  gratefully 
accepted.  This  mill  was  erected  in  1855,  and 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1868.  In  its  day  it 
was,  perhaps,  the  best  known  in  Connecticut. 
It  was  owned  by  the  Farmers’  Milling  Com- 
! Pany,  and  in  the  quality  and  extent  of  its  out- 
put was  second  to  none  in  the  State,  although 
! the  steady  and  successful  invasion  of  New 
| England  by  the  giant  flouring-mills  of  the 
| Northwest  ultimately  rendered  the  manufac- 
ture of  flour  in  that  section  unprofitable. 

Mr.  Bailey’s  remarkable  mechanical  skill 
soon  proved  effective  and  valuable.  In  dress- 
ing millstones  and  bolting  flour  he  readily 
j showed  himself  an  adept,  and  his  reputation. 
I among  the  millers  of  the  State  was  soon  estab- 
i fished.  In  1857  Mr.  Lyman  began  the  manu- 
facture of  Metropolitan  Washing  Machines. 
Recognizing  the  aptitude,  fitness  and  fidelity 
of  the  young  man  whom  he  had  befriended,  he 
placed  Mr.  Bailey  in  charge  of  the  work.  To 
the  reader  who  has  formed  even  an  inadequate 
idea  of  the  latter’s  distinctive  cast  of  mind  and 
high  moral  character,  it  is  unnecessary  to  say 
that  a wiser  selection  could  scarcely  have  been 
made.  His  technical  knowledge  as  a me- 
chanician, his  executive  skill  in  the  handling  of 


workmen,  and  his  uncompromising  devotion  to 
the  interest  of  his  employer,  were  one  and  all 
qualifications  which,  as  Mr.  Lyman  well  knew, 
amply  fitted  him  for  the  post.  His  active,  in- 
ventive brain  was  constantly  devising  and  sug- 
gesting improvements,  alike  in  the  productive 
machinery  and  in  the  manufactured  product, 
and  the  company  was  from  time  to  time  the 
gainer  through  patents  which  embodied  the  out- 
come of  the  work  of  his  fertile,  tireless  brain. 
Later  Mr.  Lyman  purchased  the  right  to  manu- 
facture clothes  wringers  under  a certain  patent, 
in  reference  to  which  Mr.  Bailey's  quick  power 
of  perception,  with  his  readiness  to  suggest  im- 
provements of  a valuable  and  permanent  sort, 
likewise  proved  of  the  highest  value.  The 
Metropolitan  Washington  Machine  Company 
was  formed  in  i860,  and  ten  years  later  was 
incorporated  the  Metropolitan  Manufacturing 
Company,  at  that  time  the  most  extensive  man- 
ufacturers of  clothes  wringers  in  the  world. 
Mr.  Bailey  was  associated  with  this  concern 
from  its  inception,  as  he  had  been  with  its 
predecessor.  Until  1881  he  worked  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  contractor,  although  called  upon  to 
furnish  only  technical  skill  and  well  qualified 
workmen.  This  business  arrangement  contin- 
ued until  1881,  when  he  was  offered  and  ac- 
cepted a high  salaried  position.  Having  for 
the  second  time  accumulated  a competency 
through  his  own  brilliant  genius,  tireless  indus- 
try and  incorruptible  integrity,  he  felt  free  to 
indulge  a fondness  for  farming  which  had  de- 
scended to  him  through  several  generations, 
something  after  the  manner  of  an  heirloom, 
and  for  which  his  boyish  memories  gave  him 
an  affection.  It  had  long  been  one  of  his  fa- 
vorite economic  theories  that  the  reclamation 
of  waste  land1  was  one  of  the  duties  which  de- 
volved upon  a good  citizen.  Accordingly,  al- 
though without  the  most  remote  wish  for  profit, 
he  bought  the  tract  of  boggy  swamp  land  then 
known  as  “Toads’  Hole.-'  It  was  appropriately 
designated,  and  no  one — not  even  the  owner — 
considered  it  of  any  commercial  value.  Mr. 
Bailey  improved  and  cultivated  this  marsh, 
rather  as  a recreation  from  business  cares  than 
from  any  other  motive.  Through  ditching  and 
draining,  fertilization  and  cultivation,  the  land 
was  so  far  redeemed  that  it  ultimately  yielded 
three  tons  of  hay  to  the  acre.  Here  Mr.  Bailey 
carried  on  an  ideal  farm,  the  conduct  of  which 
was  not  only  a more  or  less  costly  hobby,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  a source  of  personal  pride 
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and  joy.  Fat,  sleek,  well-fed  stock  were  al- 
ways to  be  found  either  on  the  verdant,  well- 
watered  pastures,  or  in  the  well-built  barns. 
To  see  them  well  cared  for  was  one  of  their 
owner’s  chief  delights,  his  broad,  comprehen- 
sive love  extending  to  every  creature  which  God 
had  made.  Had  he  been  avaricious  his  sagac- 
ity and  care  might  have  made  the  venture  a 
profitable  one,  but  profit  was  not  the  end  which 
he  had  in  view,  regarding  it  rather  as  a pas- 
time. 

Physically  Mr.  Bailey  was  a man  of  intense 
vitality  and  great  strength,  tall  in  stature  and 
weighing  270  pounds.  His  temperament  was 
lymphatic,  sanguine,  and  his  capability  for  en- 
during pain  was  phenomenal.  Over  and  again 
he  was  the  victim  of  serious  accidents,  but  he 
resolutely  refused  to  accept  the  assuaging  in- 
fluence of  any  anesthetic  before  submitting  to 
the  most  painful  operation  for  relief,  and  never 
was  he  known  to  manifest  his  suffering  by 
any  outward  sign,  even  by  the  emission  of  a 
groan.  His  physical  health  was  perfect  from 
his  childhood.  Headaches  were  unknown  to 
him  through  practical  experience,  and  during 
his  entire  life  he  expended  no  more  than  two. 
and  one-half  dollars  for  medical  advice  about 
his  personal  ailments. 

More  might  be  written  of  Mr.  Bailey’s 
strong  intellectual  power  and  of  his  sound 
business  sense,  his  sterling  moral  worth,  and 
his  fidelity  to  every  obligation,  but  enough  has 
been  said  to  bring  out,  in  prominent  relief,  the 
salient  points  of  what  may  be — not  inaptly — 
called  the  “business”  side  of  his  character.  It  re- 
mains to  speak,  lovingly  and  reverentially,  of 
his  character  as  an  employer,  a citizen,  a 
friend,  a man  and  a Christian.  Few  men  were 
more  considerate  of  their  employes,  or  took  a 
deeper  interest  in  their  personal  welfare  and 
advancement.  Himself  a vigorous  foe  to  to- 
bacco and  alcohol,  and  one  of  the  early  advo- 
cates of  total  abstinence  in  the  county  of  his 
birth,  his  life  was  a constant  exemplification 
of  his  precepts.  His  religious  convictions  were 
deep-seated  and  sincere,  and  his  faith  was 
proved  by  his  works.  When  the  Methodist  de- 
nomination, of  which  he  was  a member,  erected 
its  new  church  edifice  in  Middlefield,  he  was 
made  a member  of  the  building  committee, 
and  was  one  of  the  most  liberal  contributors 
toward  the  new  building,  as  he  always  was  to- 
ward both  the  temporal  and  spiritual  work  of 
the  society,  never  failing  to  respond  cheerfully 


and  generously  to  every  call  made  upon  him  in 
the  cause  of  Christ  and  His  poor.  He  was  gen- 
erous by  instinct,  and  the  fact  that  his  confi- 
dence had  been  abused  in  early  life  by  a false 
friend  never  curdled  the  milk  of  human  kind- 
ness in  his  breast.  No  friend  in  want  ever  ap- 
pealed to  him  in  vain  after  he  had  once  more 
achieved  success,  and  toward  no  worthy  appeal 
on  behalf  of  charity  did  he  ever  turn  a deaf 
ear.  Generous  by  instinct,  and  noble  by  im- 
pulse, he  cared  little  for  the  accumulation  of 
worldly  wealth,  choosing  rather  to1  lay  up 
riches  “where  thieves  do  not  break  through 
and  steal.”  As  a husband  he  was  tender,  de- 
voted and  true,  as  a father  faithful  and  in- 
dulgent, requiring  prompt  and  implicit  obedi- 
ence, yet  never  tyrannical  or  unjust.  Rigid  as 
a disciplinarian  in  the  management  of  his  men, 
he  always  sympathized  with  them  when  over- 
taken by  trouble,  and  was  ever  ready  to.  aid 
them  by  counsel,  brotherly  love  or  cash,  as  the 
exigencies  of  each  situation  demanded.  Rare- 
ly losing  command  of  his  temper,  he  well  knew 
how  to  rebuke  sin,  when  occasion  demanded, 
although  never  bearing  ill-will  toward  the  sin- 
ner because  of  his  weakness  or  infirmity. 

Mr.  Bailey’s  political  creed  was  always  that 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  although  never 
seeking  official  position  he  consented,  at  the 
earnest  request  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  to  act 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  selectman  and  repre- 
sentative in  the  Legislature,  as  well  as  to  fill 
many  minor  offices  of  responsibility  and  trust. 
He  passed  away  March  7,  1885,  and  his  funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  of  which  order  he  was  a member; 
his  remains  were  interred  in  the  cemetery  at 
Middlefield.  His  strong  personality  left  a deep 
and  abiding  impression  on  the  community 
where  his  blameless  life,  as  a citizen  and  a 
man,  had  commanded  universal  esteem.,  al- 
though his  native  modesty  impelled  him  to  a 
life  of  privacy  and  unostentation. 

On  September  7,  1851,  Mr.  Bailey  was 
married  to  Miss  Frances  F.  Mack,  of  Essex, 
Conn.,  whose  father,  John  Mack,  was  a well- 
known  shipbuilder.  Later  in  life  he  removed 
to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  died.  Mr.  Bailey 
gave  all  his  children  excellent  educational  ad- 
vantages, and  -one  and  all  of  those  who  have 
reached  maturity  have  done  ample  credit  to 
their  parents  and  their  opportunities.  The 
first  born,  William'  R.,  died  at  the  age  of  ten 
years.  Middlesex  Alfred,  the  second  son,  grad- 
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uated  from  Wesleyan  University  in  1877,  and 
is  now  a professor  in  a New  York  training 
school  for  teachers.  Nellie,  the  third  child, 
died  in  girlhood.  The  story  of  the  life  and 
singularly  successful  career  of  John  E.,  the 
third  son,  is  told  below.  Amy  A.,  the  second 
daughter  and  fifth  child,  married  William  E. 
Wyman,  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  and  at  present  has 
her  home  in  West  Medford,  Mass.  Mary  Fv 
the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  the  widow  of 
Herbert  E.  Barber,  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  Mrs. 
Alfred  M.  Bailey,  the  mother  of  this  family 
of  six  children,  is  yet  living,  hale  and  strong 
in  body,  and  clear  in  mind  and  memory. 

John  E.  Bailey  was  born  May  26,  1862,  at 
Baileyville,  in  the  town  of  Middlefield,-  where 
he  was  reared,  and  where,  too,  he  first  attended 
school.  Among  his  early  teachers,  whose 
names  he  yet  recalls  with  pleasant  memories, 
were  Misses  Butler  and  Fellows.  At  the  age 
of  thirteen  he  entered  the  Durham  Academy, 
the  head  of  which  school  at  that  time  was  Prof. 
Lacy,  who'  was  succeeded  by  Philo  J.  Mosher. 
Miss  Mary  Jane  Camp  was  one  of  the  in- 
structors. He  inherited  his  father’s  aptitude 
for  acquiring  knowledge  readily,  and  his  rest- 
less spirit  of  investigation,  and  his  idle  mo- 
ments were  few.  When  not  engaged  in  study 
or  in  the  performance  of  other  duties  he  might 
usually  be  found  either  working  at  some  orig- 
inal mechanical  device  or  taking  some  contriv- 
ance to  pieces,  either  “to  learn  about  it’’  or  to 
see  if  he  “couldn’t  improve  it.”  For  a short 
time  he  attended  Wilbraham  Academy,  and 
subsequently  studied  with,  his  brother  (then  a 
teacher  at  Winsted)  as  a private  tutor.  With 
! a view  to  broadening  his  knowledge  and  better 
' fitting  himself  for  commercial  life,  he  also  at- 
| tended  the  Eastman  Business  College  at 
j Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  but  fate  had  other  ends 
| in  view  for  him.  He  was  but  a youth  of  sev- 
enteen or  eighteen  years  when  he  accepted  a po- 
sition as  teacher  at  Riverton,  Conn.  The 
school  over  which  he  was  called  to  preside  was 
a particularly  unruly  one.  His  predecessor 
had  been  so:  far  from  having  any  control  of 
his  pupils  that  the  latter  had  actually  thrown 
him  bodily  from  the  window.  To  attempt  to 
govern  such  a turbulent  lot  of  boys  and  young 
men  might  well  have  appeared  a task  too  diffi- 
cult for  one  of  his  years.  But  he  was  physical- 
ly even  then  the  equal,  if  not  the  superior,  of 
many  full-grown  men,  and  knew  no  fear.  Bbth 
as  a disciplinarian  and  a teacher  he  was  em- 


inently successful,  winning  high  plaudits  from 
an  appreciative  public  and  the  genuine  respect 
and  esteem  of  his  pupils. 

While  with  his  brother  at  Winsted  our 
subject  resolved  to  make  the  study  and  prac- 
tice of  medicine  his  life  work.  Dr.  Steele,  then 
an  old  and  esteemed  practitioner  of  that  city, 
lent  him  the  first  medical  work  which  he  ever 
perused.  His  first  preceptor  was  Dr.  Rufus 
Mathewson,  one  of  the  most  successful  physi- 
cians of  Middlesex  county.  In  1880  he  matric- 
ulated at  the  New  York  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  the  medical  school  connected 
with  Columbia  University.  The  prescribed 
course  of  study  covered  three  years,  but  Dr. 
Bailey  remained  for  another  year,  and  later 
spent  a year  and  a half  at  the  New  York  Post 
Graduate  School' and  Hospital.  Upon  leaving 
the  institution  last  named  he  opened  an  office 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  remaining  there  until 
the  death  of  his  father,  when  he  returned  to 
Connecticut.  In  September,  1885,  he  located 
at  Middletown,  with  but  little  thought,  how- 
ever, of  making  that  city  his  permanent  home. 
Pleased  alike  with  the  place  and  its  people,  he 
found  himself  loth  to  leave  it,  and  there  he  yet 
remains.  His  practice  was  excellent  at  the  out- 
set and  as  his  skill  and  success  have  become 
more  and  more  widely  known  it  has  both  stead- 
ily and  rapidly  grown,  until  at  present  he  has 
perhaps  a greater  number  of  patients,  chiefly 
among  the  better  classes,  than  any  other  Mid- 
dletown practitioner.  He  is  a close  student, 
keeping  fully  abreast  of  every  advance  in  med- 
ical science,  and  a thorough,  patient  investi- 
gator, never  willing  to  accept  any  important 
physical  assertion  as  truth  until  he  has  weighed 
and  tested  it  for  himself.  A strict  observer 
of  the  unwritten  code  of  professional  ethics,  he 
is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  brethren,  who  both 
admire  him  as  a physician  and  honor  him  as  a 
man.  He  is  a member  of  both  the  State  and 
County  Medical  Societies,  as  well  as  of  the  I. 
O.  O.  F. 

On  National  and  State  issues  Dr.  Bailey 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  but  in 
local  elections  he  subordinates  partisanship  to 
the  character  of  candidates.  His  professional 
duties,  however,  prevent  him  from  taking  any 
active  part  in  politics.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  as  is  also  his  wife. 
The  Doctor  married  Chryssa  L.  Sheldon,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  who  was  liorn  in  Hadlyme, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Asa  Sheldon,  who  came 
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from  Hopkinton,  now  Westerly,  R.  I.  To 
the  Doctor  and  his  wife  have  been  born  two 
sons  and  one  daughter,  Paul  D.,  Doris  M.  and 
Philip  A.  Their  substantial,  well-appointed 
home  is  on  Washington  street,  and  there  is 
also  located  Dr.  Bailey’s  office. 

WILLIAM  H.  BURROWS,  cashier  of  the 
Middletown  National  Bank,  is  one  of  the  best- 
known  men  in  the  business  and  financial  circles  ‘ 
of  his  city.  Pie  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  New  England,  whose  mem- 
bers have  taken  a conspicuous  part  in  molding 
its  history. 

The  Burrows  family  was  founded  in,  this 
country  early  in  the  history  of  New  England, 
three  brothers,  John,  William'  and  Robert,  from 
Manchester,  England,  locating  here  early  in 
the  seventeenth  century.  Robert  Burrows  first 
settled  at  Boston,  removed  to  Wethersfield,  and 
while  residing  in  that  village  married  Mrs. 
Mary  Ireland.  In  1643  with  others,  set- 
tled permanently  at  Pequot,  now  New  London, 
Conn.,  where  a special  grant  of  land  was  made 
to  him,  dated  June  2,  1650.  Later  he  resided 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mystic  river,  in  Groton, 
Conn.  His  two  sons,  Samuel  and  John,  were 
presented  to  be  freemen  of  the  Colony  in  1669. 
Owing  to  the  absence  of  documents  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  trace  the  deeds  of  the  descendants  of 
Robert  Burrows  until  Rev.  Silas  Burrows, 
fifth  from  the  founder  in  line  of  descent,  and 
great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  record. 

Rev.  Silas  Burrows  founded  the  Second 
Baptist  Church  of  Groton,  Conn.,  known  as  the 
“Fort  Hill  Church,”  which  was  built  in  1765. 
During  the  stirring  events  of  his  time  he 
took  a deep  interest  in  the  struggle,  his  sym- 
pathies being  with  the  Colonies.  Two  of  his 
brothers,  Elisha  and  Mlatthew,  as  well  as  a 
large  number  of  relatives  were  in  the  horrible 
Fort  Griswold  massacre.  The  next  morning 
this  good  pastor,  with  his  mother,  hurried  to 
the  fateful  spot,  looking  for  loved  ones  and 
giving  comfort  to  the  afflicted.  The  twoi 
brothers  had  been  taken  prisoners,  but  finally 
escaped,  although  sadly  broken  in  health.  Al- 
though a man  of  learning,  and  an  eloquent 
preacher,  Rev.  Silas  Burrows  considered  that 
his  strong  point  was  prayer,  and  many  were 
the  sinning  ones  he  brought  into  the  fold 
through  this  marvelous  gift.  He  brought  con- 
viction to  thousands.  In  person  he  was  of 
commanding  height,  but-  his  mild  blue  eyes  and 


gentle  expression  denoted  the  tender  dispo- 
sition. His  powerful  voice  could  be  heard  a 
mile  away.  After  seventy-seven  years  of  use- 
fulness this  good  man  died  upon  his  birthday, 
in  1818.  j 

Rev.  Daniel  Burrows,  son  of  Rev.  Silas, 
was  born  at  Fort  Hill,  Groton,  Conn.,  October  > 
28,  1766,  and  passed  his  early  life  upon  a farm, 
learning  the  trade  of  saddle  and  harness 
maker.  After  attaining  to-  maturity  he  com- 
menced in  business  for  himself,  at  New  Lon-  ! 
don,  manufacturing  and  selling  to  the  trade 
carriages,  wagons,  etc.,  and  was  very  success- 
ful. He  was  a resident  of  Hebron,  Conn., 
where  he  was  often  called  upon  to  fill  respon-  ; 
sible  public  offices,  and  was  several  times  elect- 
ed to  the  State  Legislature;  he  was  a member 
of  the  committee  which,  framed  the  constitu- 
tion of  Connecticut,  and  also  a member  of  the 
committee  which  settled  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween Connecticut  and  Massachusetts.  In 
1821  he  was  elected  one  of  the  members  of  the 
XVIIth  Congress,  and  made  a record  there  of 
which  his  descendants  may  well  be  proud. 
From  1824  to  1854  Daniel  Burrows  made  his 
home  at  Middletown,  and  early  in  the  admin- 
istration of  John  Quincy  Adams,  without  so- 
licitation on  his  part,  this  excellent  patriot  was 
made  surveyor  and  inspector  of  customs  of  the 
port  of  Middletown,  which  office  he  held  for 
twenty-four  years,  when  he  resigned.  Early  in 
life  he  'Connected  himself  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  but  afterward  became  a Methodist, 
and  in  1803  was  ordained  deacon,  at  Hebron, 
by  Bishop  Francis  Asbury;  and  in  1835,  at 
New  York,  elder,  by  Elijah  Hedding.  On 
January  23,  1858,  this  excellent  man  passed 
away,  aged  ninety-one,  at  Mystic  River,  Conn., 
at  the  home  of  his  daughter.  Rev.  Daniel  1 
Burrows  married  Mary  Avery,  who  was  born  J 
December  12,  1768,  daughter  of  Jasper  Avery,  ; 
who'  was  killed  at  the  massacre  of  Fort  Gris-  , 
wold;  she  died  in  Middletown,  about  1850. 
To  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Burrows  were  boro: 
Daniel,  Silas,  Mary,  Gilbert,  Urbane,  Francis, 
Edward,  Leonard  and  Elizabeth. 

Leonard  Burrows,  father  of  William  H., 
was  born  July  7,  1807,  in  Hebron,  Conn.,  and 
in  183  r married  Charlotte  A.  Smith,  who  was 
born  October  5,  1810,  in  Stonington,  Conn., 
daughter  of  John  Dennison  and  Grace  Smith. 
After  his  marriage  Leonard  Burrows  located 
at  Rush,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  con- 
ducted a general  store,  and  also  a lumber  busi- 
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ness,  until  1843,  when  he  removed  to  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.  In  1847  he  returned  to  Connecticut, 
locating  in  Middletown,  where  he  died  October 
29,  1868;  his  wife  died  in  1881.  Prior  to  the 
Civil  war  Mr.  Burrows  was  a Democrat,  but 
subsequently  he  supported  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  To  himself  and  wife  came 
six  children,  of  whom  three  reached  maturity : 
(1)  Wilbur  F.,  born  February  27,  1837,  in 
Rush  town,  Pa.,  attended  school  in  Middle- 
town,  entering  at  ten  years  of  age  the  school 
of  D.  H.  Chase.  In  1852  he  was  apprenticed 
I in  the  factory  of  Churchill  & Stanley,  in  New 
Britain,  for  five  years,  but  after  serving  that 
time  found  the  trade  did  not  agree  with  his 
health.  He  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Second 
Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry,  Capt.  David 
Dickison,  served  his  term!  of  three  months,  re- 
! turned  to  Middletown,  and  engaged  in  busi- 
ness, and  when  the  Rogers  & Hubbard  Com- 
pany was  organized  became  its  secretary  and 
treasurer,  and  is  still  holding  that  position. 
On  December  15,  1864,  he  married  Miss  Ellen 
H.  Hubbard,  daughter  of  Hon.  Alfred  Hub- 
Aard,  of  Middletown.  She  died  in  March, 
1886,  and  he  married  Miss  Alice  Franklin, 
>f  Middletown,  daughter  of  Henry  M.  Frank- 
in.  For  fourteen  years  Wilbur  F.  Burrows 
las  been  a member  of  the  board  of  water  com- 
nissioners,  and  ten  years  president  of  the  same. 
Ie  is  a member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  F.  & A. 
d.,  director  of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank, 
jvas  a director  of  the  Middlesex  Assurance 
Lompany  (from  which  incumbency  he  re- 
igned), and  is  considered  one  of  Middle- 
own's  representative  men.  (2)  Mary  Grace, 
orn  February  2,  1839,  is  the  widow  of  fames 
1.  Dolebare,  of  Norwich,  Conn,,  and  has  three 
fons.  (3)  William  H.  is  the  subject  proper  of 
iis  article. 

William  H.  Burrows  was  born  October  18, 
840,  in  Rush  town,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Pa., 
nd  was  but  seven  years  of  age  when  his  par- 
its  returned  to  Middletown  to>  live.  Conse- 
uently  his  education  was  received  in  the  ex- 
tent schools  of  that  city.  In  1856  Mr.  Rur- 
>ws  entered  the  Middletown  post  office  as 
-neral  utility  hoy,  Norman  Smith  then  being 
istmaster.  'i  here  his  courtesy,  intelligence 
id  willingness  attracted  such,  attention  that 
e following  year,  when  a hoy  was  required 

tbe  Middletown  Bank,  now  the  Middletown 
ational  Bank,  the  position  was  offered  him, 


and  in  May,  1857,  he  entered  upon  his  new 
duties,  which  were  varied,  including  work  at 
the  counter.  Displaying  aptitude  and  ability, 
Mr.  Burrows’  services  were  recognized,  and 
he  became  assistant  cashier,  in  1883  succeeding 
M.  B.  Copeland  as  cashier,  when  the  latter 
gentleman  was  made  president.  Mr.  Burrows 
is  also  a director  of  the  Middletown  National 
Bank;  vice-president  of  the  Russell  Manufac- 
turing Company ; a trustee  of  the  Middletown 
Savings  Bank  and  of  the  Russell  Library;  a 
director  of  the  Connecticut  Industrial  School ; 
of  the  Middlesex  Quarry  Company;  of  the 
Keating  Company;  president  of  the  Middle- 
town  Gas  Company ; a director  of  the  Middle- 
town  Electric  Light  Co. ; vice-president  of  the 
Middletown  & Portland  Bridge  Company ; 
treasurer  of  the  Middlesex  Hospital  Fund,  and 
.one  of  the  incorporators  of  that  institution; 
and  a director  of  the  Indian  Hill  Cemetery  As- 
sociation of  Middletown. 

Mr.  Burrows  married  Miss  Fanny  E. 
Stroud,  of  Middletown,  who  died  leaving  no 
children.  Mr.  Burrows  married  a second  time, 
his  choice  being  Miss  Amelia  B.  Southmayd, 
of  Middletown,  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Susan 
C.  (Baker)  Southmayd,  old  and  honorable  res- 
idents of  Middletown,  the  well  known  Allen 
Southmayd  having  been  the  grandfather  of 
Mrs,  Burrows. 

When  twenty-one  Mr.  Burrows  became  a 
member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M..  at 
Middletown.  Although  reared  a Methodist 
he  has  for  many  years  been  a member  of  the 
South  Church  and  a member  of  the  society’s 
committee.  His  wife  also  unites  with  that  con- 
gregation. Mr.  Burrows,  by  virtue  of  his  de- 
scent, is  a member  of  the  order  of  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution,  and  Mrs.  Burrows  is 
connected  with  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution.  Politically  Mr.  Burrows’  affilia- 
tions have  been  with  the  Republican  party. 
However,  his  interest  in  political  matters  has 
been  that  of  a business  man  and  public-spirited 
citizen,  not  that  of  one  seeking  political  hon- 
ors. Aside  from  having  represented  his  ward 
in  the  city  council  he  has  remained  aloof  from 
any  active  participation  in  politics. 

As  a banker,  in  all  that  the  term  implies, 
his  sphere  of  activity  and  prominence  has  been 
greatest.  Taking  up  that  business  when  six- 
teen years  old,  he  has,  by  careful  study  and 
close  application,  combined  with  a native  fit- 
I ness,  acquired,  probably,  as  thorough  a knowl- 
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edge  of  the  banking  business,  in  its  every  detail, 
as  any  man  in  Middletown  possesses.  His 
judgment  on  matters  of  finance,  like  his  opin- 
ion on  almost  any  business  project,  is  regarded 
as  highly  valuable  and  extremely  safe.  Seldom 
is  found  in  any  community  one  in  whom 
such  general  confidence  is  placed,  as  well 
as  one  in  whom  abuse  of  the  same  is 
so  entirely  unknown.  In  whatever  posi- 
tion of  trust,  among  the  many  he  has 
filled,  Mr.  Burrows’  fidelity  has  always  been  a 
characteristic  feature.  Many  times  during  his 
life  he  has  acted  for  others,  necessitating  the 
care  and  handling  of  large  sums  of  money,  in 
which  capacity  no  bonds  have  been  asked  of 
him1  except  the  nominal  bond  required  by  law. 
Whatever  has  been  his  success,  or  whatever 
may  be  his  position  as  a business  man  and  cit- 
izen, it  is  the  direct  result  of  his  inherent  quaF 
ities  and  a careful  cultivation  of  those  gifts 
which  are  essential  in  a good  business  man. 

FREDERICK  WILCOX,  late  of  Middle- 
town,  belonged  to  an  old  and  prominent  family 
that  had  long  been  identified  with  the  history 
of  Middletown  and  the  Upper  Houses,  which 
is  now  called  Cromwell.  He  lived  in  his  na- 
tive town  until  1895,  when  he  came  to  Middle- 
town,  where  his  marked  ability  and  genial  and 
courteous  spirit  won  ready  recognition,  and 
was  the  center  of  many  warm  personal  friend- 
ships. He  was  a brother  of  George  S.  Wilcox, 
of  Cromwell,  and  in  the  biography  of  that  gen- 
tleman will  be  foun  ancestral  and  historical 
data  relating  to  the  Wilcox  family. 

Mr.  Wilcox  was  born  April  18,"  1819,  in 
Cromwell,  and  there  he  had  his  early  training. 
Ebenezer  Pelton,  Mr.  Gear  and  Mr.  Stocking 
were  among  his  teachers,  and  the  last  named 
was  afterward  a missionary  to-  Persia.  Mr. 
Wilcox  concluded  his  schooling  at  the  Crom- 
well Academy,  and  was  very  well  prepared  for 
an  active  and  creditable  career.  In  October, 
1842,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  Sheph- 
ard, who  was  born  in  the  north  part  of  Port- 
land, November  9,  1822,  a daughter  of  Erastus 
and  Mon  or  (Goodrich)  Shepard,  and  a sister 
of  Nelson  Shepard,  of  Portland.  She  was  a 
good  woman,  and  at  her  death  September  30, 
1890,  left  behind  a noble  name.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wilcox  had  two<  children : Marion  E.,  who 

died  when  twenty-four  years  and  four  months 
old;  and  Frederick  Shepard,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  seven  years.  ' ‘ 


Mr.  Wilcox  cast  his  first  vote  for  president  >; 
William  Henry  Harrison,  and  on  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Republican  party  joined  its  ranks1, 
and  always  voted  its  ticket.  At  one  time  he 
was  a member  of  the  Know-Nothing  party,  but  ' 
the  imminence  of  the  war  drove  all  such  ideas  ij 
out  of  his  mind.  He  served  a number  of  | 
times  as  a member  of  the  board  of  relief  in  his  i 
old  home.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a member  . 
of  the  Cromwell  Congregational  Church,  and  ; 
while  he  lived  in  that  town,  was  one  of  its  most  J 
faithful  and  generous  members. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Wilcox  and  his  wife  • 
lived  for  a time  in  the  house  that  had  been  his 
home  for  more  than  half  a century,  and  it  was 
one  of  the  neatest  in  the  town.  Mr.  Wilcox 
carried  on  farming,  and  was  very  systematic 
in  all  his  work.  He  was  a director  of  the  Mid- 
dletown National  Bank  for  a number  of  years. 
Up  to  the  last,  while  not  actively  engaged  in  5 
business,  he  kept  his  health  and  vigor  surpris-  \ 
ingly  well,  and  attended  to  his  own  investments,  j 
Air.  Wilcox  despised  ostentation  and  parade  ] 
and  loved  simplicity,  and  was  a man  of  genuine 
worth.  The  son  of  a wealthy  father,  he  never  ' 
felt  the  pressure  of  privation  and  want.  He  ? 
was  active  and  capable,  and  displayed  those 
qualities  that  would  have  gone  far  to  have  won  ? 
success  for  him  had  he  been  compelled  to  wrest  ? 
success  from  a frowning  fortune.  The  death  ; 
of  his  estimable  wife  was  a great  blow  to  Mr.  : 
Wilcox.  He  continued  to  reside  in  Cromwell  ■ 
until  the  month  of  April,  1895,  when  he  dis-i 
posed  of  his  old  home,  and  resided  with  his  1 
sister.  Airs.  Haskell,  of  Aliddletown,  until  his  j 
sudden  death  from  heart  failure  March  30,  i 
1900. 

HON.  OTIS  A.  SMITH,  of  Rockfall, ' 
town  of  Middlefield,  Middlesex  county,  is  one 
of  the  best  known  manufacturers  of  small  fire- 1 
arms  in  the  United  States,  having  been  identi- 1 
fied  with  the  business  for  almost  half  a cen- 
tury— for  more  than  forty  years  as  a manu- 
facturer. He  is  possessed  of  rare  mechanical 
skill  and  inventive  genius,  which  traits  of  char- 
acter are  hereditary,  his  father  having  been  a 
most  skillful  mechanic,  and,  on  the  maternal 
side,  the  Jenks  having  been  renowned  for  gen- 
erations. 1 

The  paternal  ancestors  of  Mr.  Smith  were^ 
of  good  Scottish  stock,  and  his  maternal  an- 
cestors came  from  one  of  the  oldest  of  the  New 
England  families.  Joseph  Jenks,  who  is  the 
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six  times  removed  grandfather  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  one  of  Gov.  Winthrop’s 
party.  He  was  the  pioneer  machinist  of 
America  and  built  the  first  fire  engine  in  this 
country. 

James  Smith,  father  of  Otis  A.,  was.  a na- 
tive of  Inverness,  Scotland,  and  when  a young 
man  came  to  the  United  States  as  an  attache 
j of  the  British  Government,  and,  later,  became 
identified  with  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
goods.  While  an  employe  of  a firm  of  which 
his  future  father-in-law  was  a member  he  met 
and  married  Miss  Sabrina,  daughter  of  Gideon 
and  Mary  (Tucker)  Jenks.  Mr.  Smith’s  abil- 
ity in  his  line  of  work  secured  his  rapid  ad- 
vancement, and  he  became  one  of  the  best 
known  experts  in  the  United  States.  He  filled 
responsible  positions  with  several  large  cotton 
goods  manufacturing  concerns,  and  was  agent 
for  the  Schuyler  Mills,  Schuylerville,  N.  Y. 
Although  he  began  work  at  the  bottom  of  the 
ladder,  he  climbed  persistently  until  he  reached 
its  top,  and  he  knew  the  business  from  Alpha 
to  Omega. 

Comparatively  early  in  his  married  life  Mr. 
Smith  purchased  a farm  at  Long  Meadow, 
Mass.,  where  he  had  a beautiful  home,  and 
where  his  widow1  died  June  20,  1900,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-one  years.  Mr.  Smith  was 
stricken  with  paralysis  some  years  prior  to  his 
leath,  which  occurred  at  his  home  when  he 
was  over  eighty  years  of  age.  In  his  political 
iffiliations  he  was  a Democrat,  but  his  busy 
ife  precluded  his  taking  any  active  part  in 
>ublic  affairs.  As  a,  citizen  he  was  greatly  re- 
jected wherever  he  resided. 

Otis  A.  Smith  was  born  September  19, 
836,  in  Ludlow,  Mass.,  second  of  the  family 
>f  six  children  born  to  James  and  Sabrina 
Jenks)  Smith.  He  was  but  a child  when 
aken  by  his  parents  from  his  birthplace  to 
hicopee  Falls,  Mass.,  afterward  to  Spring- 
ield,  Mass.,  and  then  to  the  homestead  at  Long 
/Ieadovv.  At  these  places  he  attended  common 
cbools  until  lie  was  seventeen  years  of  age, 
dien  he  began  a five  years’  apprenticeship  to 
ie  machinist’s  trade  in  Springfield  ; but,  after 
wo  years’  experience  there,  he  saw  an  oppor- 
mity  to  better  himself,  and  went  to  Holyoke, 
lass.,  where  lie  finished  his  trade,  aYid  then 
'orked  as  a journeyman  at  Chicopee  for  the 
unes  Company,  who  were  then  turning  out 
un  machinery  for  the  English  Government. 
Ie  next  entered  the  employ  of  the  Colt  Fire 


Arms  Company,  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  from 
there  went  to  the  Sharpe  Rifle  Company  of  the 
same  city ; his  next  employment  was  with  the 
Wheeler  & Wilson  Sewing  Machine  Company, 
in  Bridgeport,  whence  he  came  to  Middletown, 
and  became  a contractor  with  the  Savage  Fire 
Arms  Company. 

In  1862,  in  company  with  Charles  King, 
Mr.  Smith  leased  the  building  which  had  hith- 
erto' been  occupied  by  the  Henry  Ashton  Com- 
pany, at  Rockfall,  to  fill  Government  contracts 
for  firearms,  and  from  which  the  first  percus- 
sion lock  pistol  ever  made  for  the  Government 
in  the  United  States  was  turned  out.  In  this 
building  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  King  were  en- 
gaged in  the  making  of  musket  locks  for  the 
Government.  Later  on  Mr.  King  sold  his  in- 
terest in  the  concern  to  Ira  N.  Johnson,  the 
owner  of  the  building,  and  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr. 
Johnson  were  in  partnership  until  the  latter 
sold  out  to  Edward  B.  Savage,  and  for  a term 
of  eleven  years  this  firm  manufactured  pistols 
of  Mr.  Smith’s  invention.  In  1879  Mr.  Smith 
purchased  and  assumed  the  entire  control  of 
the  business.  In  September  of  the  same  vear 
the  factory  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  Mr. 
Smith  hired  other  quarters.  He  later  bought 
the  burned-out  site,  and  in  1882  erected  the 
well-designed  and  well-equipped  factory  he 
now  occupies  at  Rockfall.  His  revolver  stands 
equal  to  any  of  the  pocket  firearms.  For  a 
number  of  years  a large  New  York  firm  han- 
dled Mr.  Smith’s  output  entirely,  but  this  firm 
went  into  bankruptcy,  causing  Mr.  Smith  an 
immense  loss.  However,  being  a man  of  en- 
ergy' and  many  resources,  he  kept  on  with  his 
business  when  many  a man  would  have  suc- 
cumbed. Mr.  Smith  now  manufactures  other 
styles  of  revolvers  besides  those  of  his  own  in- 
vention, and  a variety  of  hardware  specialties 
designed  for  the  use  of  linemen,  carpenters,  and 
others,  which  are  used  by  thousands.  The 
name  of  Otis  A.  Smith  is  a household  word 
with  almost  every  class  of  mechanics  through- 
out the  United  States,  as  well  as  in  many  for- 
eign countries. 

In  1861  Mr.  Smith  married  Martha  A. 
Kimball,  a native  of  Middletown,  and  a de- 
scendant of  two  of  the  oldest  families  of  the 
State.  To  this  felicitous  union  have  been  born 
five  children, -namely  : Mary  Belle  graduated 

from  Mount  Holyoke  College,  became  profi- 
cient in  her  line  of  work  as  an  educator,  was 
superintendent  of  schools  at  Brattleboro,  Yt.. 
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a professor  in  Kent's  Hill  Seminary,  in  Maine, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  William  A.  Sawn,  of 
Springfield,  Mass. ; Mattie  Jane  died  when  nine 
months  old ; Olive  Alexander  was  educated  at 
the  private  school  taught  by  Miss  Bangs,  in 
New  Haven;  Percie  .Janet  is  a graduate  of 
Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Conn., 
class  of  1900;  Mattie  May  died  when  six  years 
of  age. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  was 
sent  as  a representative  from  the  town  of  Mid- 
dlefield  to  the  Assembly  of  1897,  where  he 
served  on  the  committee  on  Manufactures. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Smith  is  a member  of  St. 
John’s  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  Cyrene  Com- 
mandery,  K.  T.  He  and  his  wife  are  prom- 
inent members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Although  Mr.  Smith  is  a gentleman 
of  unassuming  demeanor,  he  is  a keen  business 
man,  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  detail  in 
the  transactions  of  his  factory  of  which  he  does 
not  take  cognizance  and  superintend ; nor  is 
there  a detail  with  which  he  is  not  thoroughly 
familiar  and  capable  of  executing  as  well,  if 
not  better,  than  any  man  on  his  force.  Since 
he  was  a boy  he  has  relied  on  his  own  re- 
sources, and  has  secured  a comfortable  com- 
petence entirely  through  his  own  efforts.  He 
has  reared  an  excellent  family,  and  has  given 
each  of  his  children  a first-class  education,  the 
value  of  which  he  is  fully  capable  of  appreciat- 
ing, and,  above  all,  he  has  followed  the  coun- 
sel, “To  thine  own  self  be  true,”  his  integrity 
never  having  been  questioned. 

WALLACE  K.  BACON  is  a member  of 
the  well-known  Insurance  firm  of  Bacon  & 
Guy,  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  is  a descendant 
of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  city.  Those 
who'  know  him  best  pronounce  him  a capable 
and  worthy  representative  of  his  ancestry,  and 
a maintainer  of  the  business  integrity  of  Mid- 
dletown. Pie  knows  every  phase  of  insurance, 
and  the  firm  with  which  he  is  associated  is 
doing  a business  second  to  none  in  the  State, 
in  a citv  the  size  of  Middletown. 

Mr.  Bacon  is  a descendant  in  the  seventh 
generation  from  Nathaniel  Bacon,  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  of  Middleitown ; and  in 
the  eighth  generation  from  William  Bacon, 
who  lived  and  died  in  the  parish  of  Stretton, 
County  Rutland.  England.  He  is  the  only 
member  of  the  Middletown  contingent  of  the 
family  who  has  visited  England,  and  viewed  the 


old  town  where  his  ancestors  lived  in  the  long 
ago.  His  lineage  is  as  follows : William, 

1608,  lived  in  Stretton  parish.  County  Rutland, 
England;  Nathaniel,  1630-1705,  the  first- of 
the  family  in  Middletown;  John,  1662-1732; 
Lieut.  John,  1695-1781;  Joseph,  1728-1785; 
Isaac,  1766-1856;  Jefferson,  1802-1877;  and 
Wallace  K.,  1846. 

Isaac  Bacon  was  the  third  child  of  his  par- 
ents. Joseph  and  Rhoda  ( Plumb)  Bacon,  and  |, 
was  born  on  North  Main  street,  May  30,  1766. 
He  inherited  a portion  of  the  family  estate, 
and  December  14,  1785,  married  Dorathy 
Stow,  who  died  September  13,  1836.  Like  a 
sentinel  oak  the  career  of  Isaac  Bacon  looms 
with  unique  distinction  against  the  background 
of  life  in  Middletown  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  previous  and  the  forepart  of  the  last  cen- 
tury. Educated  principally  in  the  schools  of 
practical  experience,  he  yet  possessed  business 
sagacity  which  enabled  him  to  accumulate  a 
large  competence  for  those  days,  his  dominat- 
ing, picturesque  and  almost  dramatic  person- 
ality permeating  with  controlling  force  affairs  1 
of  whatsoever  nature  he  had  to  do.  Independ- 
ence of  'thought  and  action  was  written  in  [ 
every  line  of  his  face,  and  expressed  in  every  ! 
gesture  of  his  hand,  and  neutrality  was  a state  j 
foreign  to  every  fibre  of  his  being.  A sailor  i 
bv  preferment  in  his  earlier  life,  he  became  the  I 
owner  and  commander  of  a vessel  engaged  in  [ 
carrying  stone  from  the  Portland  quarries  to  j 
New  York  City,  and  though  a lover  of  the  j 
sea,  and  scornful  of  the  dangers  of  the  ele-  ; 
ments,  was  nevertheless  keenly  alert  to  land  i 
affairs.  A rabid  Democrat,  his  allegiance  to  I 
his  party  won  him  the  position  of  customs  col-  ; 
lector,  but  as  if  in  retaliation  lost  him  his  stanch 
sea-faring  craft.  Happening  at  the  Portland  j 
docks  just  before  voting  time,  he  learned  that  i 
those  for  whom  he  worked  were  curious  as  to  i 
his  voting  intentions.  To  one  who'  brooked  in- 
terference from  no  human  being  this  was  par- 
ticularly galling,  and  he  then  and  there  vowed 
never  more  to  carry  stone  for  the  company. 
The  sailors  were  ordered  to-  cast  off  those  lines 
from  the  docks  with  empty  hold,  and  though 
the  vessel  had  cost  its  owner  the  greater  part 
of  his  patrimony,  it  was  abandoned  by  him  and 
later  destroyed  by  the  British  near  Saybrook.  j 
A powerful  voice  was  one  of  the  striking  -at-  j 
tributesi  of  Isaac  Bacon.  It  rose  above  the  j 
tempest  in  command  of  his  boat,  and  when  on 
land  could  announce  a fire  in  the  town  so  that 
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the  knowledge  reached  to  the  remotest  con- 
fines of  its  activity.  His  home  was  on  Main 
street,  near  the  present  air  line  tunnel,  and  in 
the  days  before  the  tunnel,  or  the  Catholic 
church  in  the  neighborhood,  he  used  to  employ 
men  to  harvest  his  hay  in  the  meadows  north 
of  Little  River.  No  dinner  bell  was  necessary 
to  announce  the  noon-day  repast,  for  this  won- 
derful voice  sent  the  news  over  the  fields,  and 
was  lost  beyond  the  farthest  harvester.  He  was 
known  to  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the 
town,  his  popularity  being  emphasized  by  cer- 
tain peculiarities  of  dress  and  manner.  He 
used  to  wear  ten-cent  pieces  on  his  vest  for  but- 
tons, and  he  was  an  habitual  tobacco  chewer, 
but  one  chew  never  exceeded  its  predecessor  in 
dimensions,  but  was  invariably  of  very  small 
■size.  His  favorite  greeting  was,  “What  do  you 
design  to-day?”  He  owned  one  of  the  few 
cider  mills  in  the  vicinity  and  it  was  located 
where  the  street  railway  barns  now  stand,  and 
many  a youngster,  now  a grandsire,  used  to 
suck  cider  through  straws  at  this  old  mill.  The 
will  power  which  molded  events  to  his  liking, 
and  controlled  the  majority  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact,  seemed  to  with  equal  tenacity 
influence  his  physical  well  being,  for  at  the 
rime  of  his  death,  March  5,  1856,  at  the  age  of 
ninety  years,  he  retained  his  mental  vigor  and 
aggressiveness. 

Jefferson  Bacon,  the  father  of  Wallace  K., 
vas  born  at  the  old  homestead  on  North  Main 
.tree!.  He  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaking 
it  Westfield,  and  was  fairly  well  satisfied  with 
hat  town  until  his  employer  put  him  to  work 
m the  farm,  at  which  he  rebelled,  and  came 
back  to  Middletown.  When  a young  man  he 
vent  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  secured  additional 
, nowledge  of  shoe-making  under  the  instruc- 
ion  of  a Frenchman,  and  this  combined  train- 
ig  made  him  one  of  the  skilled  artisans  of  his 
' ay.  He  came  back  to.  Connecticut  on  a sail- 
ig  vessel,  plying  between  Norfolk  and  New 
lavcn,  his  available  assets  at  that  time  being 
counterfeit  fifty  cent  piece  given  him  for 
ood  money.  He  walked  to-  Middletown  and 
ecame  a journeyman  at  his  trade  at  several 
laces,  Durham  being  one  of  his  principal 
opping  points.  He  was  married  August  17, 
■Hr),  to  Sarah  Waterbury  at  Darien,  Conn., 
ho  was  born  January  21,  1806,  and  died  in 
hddletown,  April  26,  1834.  She  was  the 
other  of  Isaac  W.,  who  was  born  October 
■),  1830,  and  died  July  26,  1873.  Isaac  W. 


Bacon  learned  the  tinner’s  trade  in  Middle- 
town,  but  eventually  went  west  to  Portage, 
Wis-,  where  he  became  a merchant.  He  mar- 
ried Eunice  Kellum,  who.  bore  him  two  chil- 
'dren,  that  lived  to.  adult  age : Lucy,  who  be- 

came Mrs.  Peter  Barchman ; and  Wilbur  W. 
Jefferson  Bacon  was  married  a second  time, 
July)  9,  1837,  Jerusha  S.  Caswell  becoming 
his  wife.  She  was  born  May  28,  1813,  in 
South  Glastonbury,  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Sally  (Dickinson)  Caswell,  and  became 
the  mother  of  the  following  children : Albert 

C.,  a shoe  merchant,  born  July  3,  1838, 
died  in  Middletown,  in  June,  1877;  Sarah 
Mariah,  born  February  23,  1840,  died 

in  1846;  Margaret  E.,  born  December 
16,  1841,  died  February  18,  1857;  Wilbur 
G.,  born  October  21,  1843,  a popular 
and  promising  young  man  died  October 
21,  1863,  after  a week’s  illness;  Wallace 
K. ; and  Clara  C.,  born  January  28,  1850,  fell 
into  a pail  of  hot  water  and  was  scalded  to 
death  when  four  years  old.  The  father  died 
December  19,  1877,  and  the  mother  July  5, 
1889.  Jefferson  Bacon  came  back  to  Middle- 
town  in  the  early  ’thirties,  and  had  a small  shop 
at  Nfc.  39  Sumner  street,  where  lie  made  shoes 
for  the  New  York  trade.  During  the  first 
years  of  his  location  here  it  was  a hard  strug- 
gle, but  eventually  success  and  prosperity  came 
his  way.  With  the  increase  ini  demand  for  his 
goods  he  moved  to.  a better  shop  on  Main 
street,  but  he  had  unsatisfactory  experiences 
with  two  partners,  and  worked  alone  until  his 
boys  could  come  in  and  help  him.  In  i860  he 
removed  to.  the  location  where  lie  was  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  When  his  son,  Albert,  be- 
came associated  with  him.  the  firm  was  known 
as  J.  Bacon  & Son  ; and  from  then  on  the  busi- 
ness rapidly  increased.  He  was  a Democrat 
and  an  Odd  Fellow.  Flis  wife  was  a member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  but  he  was  a 
Universalist,  and  helped  build  that  church  in 
Middletown.  He  left  an  ample  competence, 
and  was  always  regarded  as  one  of  the  substan- 
tial citizens  of  the  town. 

Wallace  K.  Bacon  was  reared  in  Middle- 
town,  where  bis  schooling  was  entirely  re- 
ceived in  the  public  and  private  schools.  llis 
first  schooling  was  in  a building  that  stood  near 
the  corner  of  Broad  and  W illiam  streets,  lie 
later  attended  several  private  schools,  includ- 
ing the  one  conducted  by  Miss  Martha  Gilbert, 
at  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Church  streets;  also 
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that  of  Miss  Winifred  Johnson  on  the  corner 
of  Main  and  William  streets ; and  the  cele- 
brated school  of  Daniel  H.  Chase.  In  the  fall 
of  1863  he  entered  the  machine  shop  of  Charles 
Parker,  at  Meriden,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a ma- 
chinist. He  displayed  unusual  adaptability  at 
this  line  of  work  and  no  doubt  if  he  had  been 
allowed  to  continue,  the  future  success  of  his 
life  would  have  been  along  such  lines  rather 
than  those  along  which  it  has  been  achieved. 
His  brother’s  illness  necessitated  his  return 
home  to  Middletown  and  very  materially 
changed  his  future.  He  entered  his  father's 
store,  at  $10  per  month,  with  board  and 
clothes,  but  he  was  careful  and  saving, 
and  the  next  year  had  $15  a month  and 
clothed  himself.  Nevertheless,  almost  from 
the  first  he  had  an  account  with  the  Farm- 
ers & Mechanics  Savings  Bank.  He  worked 
for  his  father  until  1867,  and  then  be- 
came a partner  with  him  as  the  junior  member 
of  the  firm  of  J.  Bacon  & Son.  His  business 
application  was  so  great  that  for  two  years  he 
was  not  out  of  town  over  night.  This  close 
attention  seriously  affected  his  health.  He  was 
obliged  to  give  up  business,  and  selling  out  his 
interest  to-  S.  M.  Bacon  in  1870,  our  subject 
went  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  spent  about  five 
months,  completely  restoring  his  health.  He 
returned  to>  Middletown  and  bought  back  the 
interest  of  S.  M.  Bacon,  from  which  time  the 
firm  again  became  J.  Bacon  & Son,  and  contin- 
ued until  the  father’s  death,  in  1877,  when  W. 
K.  Bacon  succeeded  the  former  firm.  Again 
the  close  attention  to  business  was  responsible 
for  impaired  health,  and  in  order  to  relieve  him- 
self of  a part  of  the  care  and  responsibility  he 
took  in  as  a partner  James  K.  Guy,  April  1, 
1879,  the  firm  being  Bacon  & Guy,  which  has 
continued  ever  since.  At  about  that  time  the 
insurance  companies  represented  by  this  firm  in 
Middletown  were  the  Williamsburg  City  and 
The  Agricultural,  but  with  the  push  and  en- 
ergy of  these  two  young  men,  the  business  grew 
so  rapidly  that  in  1887,  the  shoe  business  was 
disposed  of  to'  David  Hale,  since  which  time 
the  firm  has  devoted  its  energies  tO'  insurance 
entirely;  with  the  growth  of  the  business  the 
best  and  strongest  companies  were  represented, 
until  at  the  present  writing  the  firm’s  business 
as  insurance  brokers  is  by  far  the  largest  in 
Middletown,  and  their  list  of  agencies  presents 
a most  formidable  array,  comprising  as  it  does 
the  leading  companies  of  the  world.  It  in- 


cludes the  four  largest  American  companies — 
the  Aetna,  Home,  Continental  and  German 
American — whose  combined  actual  cash  assets 
are  over  fifty  million  dollars,  with  a net  sur- 
plus of  over  twenty-three  million  dollars.  The 
firm  of  Bacon  & Guy  is  a prominent  one  among 
local  fire  insurance  agents  of  Connecticut. 

On  October  27,  1880,  at  Riverside,  Conn., 
Mr.  Bacon  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  J.  Rad-  j 
cliffe,  a native  of  England,  born  in  Greenfield,  j, 
Yorkshire,  October  24,  1849;  she  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Mary  (Byron)  Radcliffe,  and 
was  brought  to'  this  country  a babe  in  arms. 
Her  father  was  a weaver  of  fine  woolen  cloth, 
and  stood  high  in  his  trade.  She  had  one  sis- 
ter and  two  brothers,  of  whom,  Walter  W.  is 
a prominent  manufacturer  at  Shelton.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bacon  had  one  child,  Edward  Rad- 
cliffe, who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Bacon  is  a 
Democrat,  and  has  been  a member  of  the  city 
council  four  years,  and  alderman  two  years.  In 
1889  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature, 
and  was  clerk  of  the  Railroad  committee,  his 
vote  at  that  time  being  the  most  important  one 
in  the  Legislature.  He  is  a popular  and  highly 
respected  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  is 
deeply  versed  in  its  mystic  lore.  He  is  fra- 
ternally associated  with  the  St.  Johns  Lodge 
No.  2,  F.  & A.  M.,  Washington  Chapter,  and 
Cyrene  commandery,  and  has  served  as  prelate 
in  the  latter  for  sixteen  years.  In  1897  he  was 
presented  with  a most  handsome  token,  a gold 
Past-Master’s  jewel,  in  appreciation  of  his  long 
and  faithful  service  in  that  commandery.  He 
was  a charter  member  of  the  local  lodge  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  served  three  years  as 
its  first  chancellor  commander.  He  and  his 
wife  belong  to  the  Universalist  Church,  of 
which  Mr.  Bacon  has  been  a most  substantial 
supporter.  His  interest  in  the  welfare  and  sup- 
port of  this  church  has  been  marked  by  a con- 
dition of  its  financial  affairs  that  certainly  was  ■ 
a thorough  test  of  his  genuine  Christian  spirit, 
but  through  it  all  he  responded  not  only  once 
but  many  times  in  that  manner,  which  is  un- 
mistakable evidence  of  his  sincerity.  He  has 
served  the  society  in  various  capacities  where 
his  business  judgment  has  been  of  great  value. 
He  was  for  some  years  chairman  of  the  So- 
ciety committee,  and  he  is  at  present  treasurer, 
of  the  society.  He  is  a.  director  in  the  Middle- ; 
sex  County  National  Bank,  and  a trustee  of  the , 
Middletown  Savings  Bank.  In  business  and 
financial  circles  he  is  regarded  as  a safe,  shrewd 
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business  man  of  strict  integrity  and  thoroughly 
reliable.  His  home  on  Washington  street  is 
known  as  one  of  the  very  pleasant  residences  in 
Middletown,  and  was  erected  by  him  in  1890. 

In  1897  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bacon  went  to  Eu- 
rope, sailing  July  3d  on  the  Anchor  Line  steam- 
dr  “City  of  Rome,”  for  Glasgow,  and  made  an 
extended  trip  through  the  British  Islands. 
Mrs.  Bacon  visited  the  home  of  her  parents, 
vhile  her  husband  traveled  through  the  Rhine 
country  and  visited  Paris,  and  eventually 
found  his  way  to  the  ancestral  home  of  his 
family  at  Stretton  Parish,  England.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bacon  came  back  to  their  own  country 
n September  of  the  same  year  (1897).  Mr. 
Bacon  is  a man  of  leading  characteristics,  and 
t is  his  good  fortune  not  only  to  have  recog- 
nized, but  to  have  created  opportunities. 

JOHN  O.  COUCH,  of  Middletown,  Mid- 
lesex  Co.,  Conn.,  was  born  in  Meriden,  this 
j itate,  July  9,  1827.  He  is  a descendant  of  Si- 
ion  Couch,  one  of  two  brothers  who  came 
rom  Devonshire,  England,  in  1644.  They  and 
leir  families  became  the  most  wealthy  and  in- 
1 uential  families  in  Fairfield,  to  which  place 
lev  went  after  landing  at  New  Haven.  The 
reat-great-grand father  of  John  Couch  was  Dr. 
ohn  Couch,  of  Branford,  Conn.,  who  in  1711 
landed  Elizabeth  Plant,,  daughter  of  John  and 
lannah  Plant,  ancestors  of  the  multi-million- 
re  Plant,  owner  of  the  Plant  system  of  rail- 
>ads  and  steamboats  South. 

Capt.  John  Couch,  the  only  son  of  Dr.  John 
ouch,  was  born  in  1725,  and  married  Azubah 
ndrews,  of  Wallingford.  She  was  a descend- 
it  of  William  Andrews,  who  came  from 
ampworth,  England,  in  1635,  and  built  the 
st  meeting-house  in  New  Haven,  in  1644. 
e married  Anna  Gibbard,  daughter  of  Will- 
111  Gibbard,  Colonial  secretary  of  Connecticut 
1657,  and  their  two  sons.  Samuel  and  Na- 
an, were  the  original  proprietors  of  Walling- 
i'd.  Capt.  John  Couch  led  the  first  company 
t of  Connecticut  at  the  Lexington  Alarm, 
is  afterward  captain  in  a brigade  under 
ashington,  and  was  at  the  defense  of  Fort 
ashiugton.  At  its  fall  he  was  taken  pris- 
1 er,  was  afterward  exchanged,  and  was  cap- 
1 n in  a regiment  stationed  on  the  border  of 
1 > Colony  for  its  defense.  He  was  chairman 
1 the  committee  that  set  off  the  town  of  Meri- 
< 1 from  Wallingford.  The  branch  of  the 
1 ite  organization  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 


Revolution  was  named  “The  Captain  John 
Couch  Branch”  in  his  honor.  He  was  a man 
of  high  and  forceful  character,  and  the  owner 
of  much  landed  estate.  He  died  in  1806.  His 
daughter  Sarah  married  Judge  Collins,  a noted 
judge  in  New  York  State.  His  only  son,  John 
Couch,  built  the  first  church  and  first  hotel  in 
Meriden.  He  married  Anna  Rice  (the  Rices 
were  prominent  families  in  Meriden),  and  there 
were  born  to  them  seven  children  : James,  Bery, 
Horace,  John,  Anna,  Polly  and  Ira. 

John  Couch,  the  father  of  John  O.,  was 
born  in  Meriden  in  1796.  In  after  years  he 
was  captain  of  the  Meriden  militia,  following 
the  military  precedents  of  the  family — Samuel 
Couch  was  captain  in  1695  ; John  Couch  captain 
in  t 774-77 ; Thomas  Couch  was  with  Mont- 
gomery at  the  siege  of  Quebec ; and  Darius 
Nash  Couch  was  major  general  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion.  The  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch  went  to  New  Haven  to  enlist  during  the 
Civil  war.  John  Couch  was  a merchant  in 
1820,  and  in  1825  began  the  manufacture  of 
tinware,  and  he  had  in  his  employ  some  fifty 
hands  when  he  died,  in  1828.  In  1826  he  mar- 
ried Mary  Tohnson,  of  Middlefield,  and  there 
were  born  to  them  two  children : John  O.  and 
Mary.  Her  father  was  a teacher,  and  his  fa- 
ther was  Dr.  Asa  Johnson,  of  Farmington.  The 
Johnsons  have  a long  line  of  professional  men 
— ministers  and  doctors.  A nephew  of  Mrs. 
Couch’s  father  was  the  most  eloquent  preacher 
in  New  York  City  in  1836,  and,  together  with 
Dr.  Cox  and  Patton,  was  a force  in  the  new 
school  of  Presbyterians.  Mr.  Couch’s  new  de- 
parture in  the  manufacture  of  tinware  entailed 
expense,  and  the  mismanagement  of  the  es- 
tate left  but  little  for  the  widow.  With  her 
two  children  she  removed  to  Middletown  and 
purchased  a home  on  Washington  Green,  so 
called.  She  was  a woman  of  fine  executive 
ability  and  rare  judgment,  and  brought  up  her 
children  with  Christian  faithfulness.  She  sup- 
ported them  with  her  needle  until  they  were  able 
to  care  for  themselves.  Mary  led  an  exemplary 
life  and  kept  a daily  diary  of  her  spiritual  im- 
pressions. 

The  regular  school  days  of  John  O.  Couch 
ended  when  he  was  eleven  years  of  age.  except 
for  three  winters,  which  he  spent,  as  well  as  the 
intervening’  summers,  on  a farm,  for  eight 
months  a year  receiving  three  dollars  a month. 
He  began  to  earn  his  living  when  nine  vears  old, 
building  fires  and  waiting  on  table  for  neigh- 
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bors,  and  gave  all  his  wages  to  aid  his  mother 
until  he  was  twenty-one,  after  which  he  sup- 
plied her  every  want.  At  fifteen,  at  the  request 
of  his  Sunday-school  teacher,  he  began  to  learn 
the  tailor’s  trade,  clerking  in  the  store  evenings 
— a life  too  confined  for  an  irrepressible  boy. 
His  factory  life  began  in  1842,  and  continued 
forty  years.  When  sixteen,  at  the  request  of 
Bucldand  & Clark,  manufacturers  of  ivory 
combs,  he  entered  their  employ,  and  made  im- 
provements to  facilitate  the  work.  A better  po- 
sition was  offered  to  him  by  the  Savage  & 
North  Company,  manufacturers  of  firearms  for 
our  Government,  which  he  accqoted,  working 
thus  two  years.  He  then  took  a contract  for 
the  Ashton  & Johnson  Company,  manufactur- 
ers of  cavalry  pistols  for  the  Government, 
with  whom  lie  worked  nine  years,  after  which 
he  took  a contract  for  the  firm  of  Robbins  & 
Lawrence,  at  Windsor,  Vt.,  to  make  parts  of 
rifles  for  the  English  Government,  and  moved 
his  family  thither  at  once.  Soon  afterward  the 
company  failed,  and  he  lost  all  of  his  previous 
accumulations.  Returning  to  Middlefield  he 
perfected  and  made  models  for  an  invention  of 
the  son-in-law  of  Major  Thornton,  head  of  the 
Ordnance  Department  at  Washington.  Models 
were  sent  to  Springfield,  Harper’s  Ferry  and 
Washington,  and  some  were  retained  by  the 
inventor,  who  soon  after  died;  he  willed  and 
had  sent  to  our  subject  a complete  file  of  the 
Scientific  American  for  many  years  previous. 
Mr.  Couch  then  went  to  New  York  and  in- 
spected guns  for  the  Government.  Mr.  Sav- 
age, for  whom  he  had  worked  some  years  pre- 
viously, offered  to  loan  him  a thousand  dollars, 
without  security,  to'  go  into  business,  and  would 
obtain  for  him  an  inspector’s  berth  in  Spring- 
field,  at  a salary  of  $1,500,  both  of  which  prop- 
ositions he  declined,  not  wishing  to  be  stereo- 
typed, and  preferring  to  “paddle  his  own  ca- 
noe.’’ 

Mr.  Couch  cast  his  first  vote  in  1848,  and 
was  one  of  ten  out  of  eleven  hundred  who 
voted  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  he  is 
now  the  only  one  living  of  the  ten,  some  of  the 
others  being  Jesse  G.  Baldwin,  William  Ly- 
man, David  Lyman,  Marvin  Thomas,  Chaun- 
cey  Whitmore,  Alfred  Southmayd  and  Ira 
Gardner.  He  lived  to  see  the  principles  in- 
volved put  into  practice  when  God  guided  the 
hand  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  writing  the  Eman- 
cipation Proclamation. 

Mr.  Couch  invented  and  patented  a pistol 
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to  shoot  six  balls  at  one  discharge,  and  began  j 
the  manufacture  thereof.  He  also  invented 
and  patented  a candle  holder,  built  japan  i 
works,  did  his  own  japanning,  and  made  many  1 
thousand  holders,  until  the  use  of  kerosene  oil 
snuffed  out  the  candlelight.  He  made  2,000 
patented  skates  for  New  York  parties,  and" 
pistols  for  other  firms.  In  1859  he  made  the 
first  wringer  for  the  Metropolitan  Wringer 
Company.  Taking  the  contract,  he  hired  room 
and  power,  furnished  machinery  at  its  incep-  j 
tion,  and  manufactured  the  iron  parts  for 
wringers,  furnishing  material  for  and  doing 
the  galvanizing,  making  tools  for  the  entire- 
plant  and  patterns  for  the  foundry  for  twenty  ' 
years,  averaging  400  a day;  for  fifteen  of  these 
twenty  years  he  did  not  have  three  consecutive 
days  of  recreation.  He  gave  encouragement 1 
and  advice  to  his  workmen,  interesting  him- 
self in  their  welfare,  and  some  of  them  now 
hold  high  positions  with  manufacturing  firms 
in  the  State.  Mr.  Couch  says  he  did  not  hear  j 
any  of  his  workmen  utter  an  oath  in  his  pres- 
ence in  twenty  years  that  he  employed  help. 1 
Kindness  and  charity  were  his  guiding  princi- 
ples,, and  he  found  them  the  universal  panacea 
for  the  discontent  and  unrest  of  labor. 

In  18S8  Mr.  Couch  represented  the  town1 
in  the  Legislature,  and  during  his  service  in  1 
that  body  showed  himself  independent  to  a de- 
gree that  proved  his  integrity  unassailable.  It 
may  in  some  measure  explain  how  Mr.  Couch 
rose  to  such  eminence  when  we  state  that  from 
an  early  age  he  made  a practice  of  improving 
his  time  outside  of  working  hours.  He  studied, 
took  lessons  on  the  organ,  bought  easel,  paints 
and  brush  and  took  lessons  in  drawing. 

As  an  outside  issue  Mr.  Couch  became  in- 1 
terested  in  thoroughbred  Jersey  cattle,  and' 
made  the  first  monthly  record  of  butter  in  this 
country,  seventy-one  pounds  in  thirty-one  days. 
He  joined  the  American  Jersey  Cattle  Club.  “ 
National  and  State,  was  considered  an  expert 
judge,  and  acted  as  such  in  many  States  of  the 1 
Union.  He  was  judge  at  the  largest  gather- 
ing- of  Jerseys  ever  held  in  any  country,  at  j 
Madison  Square  Garden,  New  York,  built  up 
the  two  largest  herds  in  the  world,  and  has  sold 
some  $150,000  worth  or  more,  ninety-five 
per  cent,  sold  and  paid  for  before  the  purchas- 
ers saw  the  purchase.  Among  his  patrons  have 
been  Theodore  Havemjeyer,  Henry  O.  Hav- 
emever  (of  sugar  fame)  ex-Secretary  of  the 
Navy  William  C.  Whitney,  Mr.  Bounce  (pres- 
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ident  of  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Com- 
pany), M*r.  Moulton  (of  the  Corbin  Banking 
Company),  Mr.  Riker  (importer  of  drugs), 
Mr.  Sibley  (wholesale  dry  goods  merchant  at 
Rochester,  Paris  and  Berlin),  and  many  other 
noted  men ; carloads  of  cattle  have  been  sent  to 
Costa  Rica,  Colorado  and  other  points. 

Mr.  Couch  married  Caroline  L.  Coe,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Lucina  (Cook)  Coe,  and 
there  were  born  to  them  five  children : Minna, 
Jessalyn,  Isadell,  William  and  Emily.  Minna 
Couch  was  educated  at  private  school  in 
Cheshire  and  at  the  Seminary  at  Waterbury; 
she  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  William 
Couch,  an  invalid  through  life  died  at  thirty. 
Jessalyn  Couch  attended  the  Seminary  in  North 
Granville,  N.  Y.,  and  afterward  graduated 
from  the  Art  Department  of  Yale  College  ; she 
married  Frank  H.  Taylor,  a graduate  of  Ober- 
lin  and  of  the  Theological  Department  of  Yale, 
whose  mother  was  a force  in  the  organization 
of  Oberlin,  in  the  wilderness  of  Ohio,  and  of 
the  crusade  against  intemperance.  Mr.  Taylor 
was  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Guilford  several  years,  removed  to*  Seattle, 
Wash.,  where  he  was  pastor  of  the  First 
Church,  and  lost  his  life  by  accident  in  1884. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  had  two  boys,  Harlan  and 
Rainford.  The  widow  returned  with  her  chil- 
Iren  to  her  father's  home,  where  she  has  since 
remained.  Harlan  entered  Yale  in  the  class 
rf  1899,  and  Rainford  entered  Dartmouth, 
:lass  of  1901.  Isadell  Couch  was  at  school  in 
New  Britain  and  afterward  graduated  from 
Bradford  Academy,  Mass.,  and  from  the 
School  of  Oratory,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  the 
School  of  Expression,  Boston;  she  has  taught 
it  Baltimore,  Indianapolis,  Worcester  and  Al- 
>any.  Emily  also  graduated  at  Bradford 
\cademy;  she  married  James  R.  Viets,  who 
lecame  connected  with  the  Thompson  Houston 
declrical  Company  at  its  organization,  in 
-ynn ; it  was  afterward  merged  into  the  Cien- 
ral  Electrical  Company,  and  he  has  held  re- 
ponsible  position  in  said  company  ever  since. 

I is  mother  was  sister  of  the  first  minister  to 
he  Sandwich  Islands;  his  four  brothers  are 
terchants  in  Boston;  his  sister  is  the  wife  of 
lev.  Mr.  Makepeace,  pastor  of  the  First  Church 
t Springfield;  his  father  is  cousin  to  Mr.  Km>, 
f “Fifth  Avenue  Hotel"  fame,  and  a relative 
f the  Dodges  of  New  York,  and  of  Senator 
'helps,  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Couch  lived  fifty  years  in  Middlefield, 


to  which  place,  in  i860,  at  the  urgent  request 
of  himself  and  wife,  his  mother  came  to  live 
with  them,  and  the  wife  and  mother  were  on 
most  happy  terms,  the  wife  caring  for  the 
mother  with  the  utmost  fidelity  until  she  died, 
in  1874,  age  seventy-two  years. 

Mr.  Couch  was  active  in  public  improve- 
ments. He  was  instrumental  in  forming  a 
cemetery  association,  of  which  he  became  presi- 
dent, and  the  interest  of  money  in  the  bank 
is  sufficient  to  care  for  the  ground  in  the  fu- 
ture. He  was  forty  years  on  the  school  board, 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  many 
years,  chairman  of  the  school  committee  ten 
years,  and  obtained  the  best  teachers  available. 
He  has  been  an  earnest  advocate  of  temperance 
and  has  lectured  on  that  subject.  He  gave  an 
address  before  the  State  Agricultural  Society 
at  its  yearly  meeting  at  Hartford,  subject,  the 
Jersey.  He  gave  an  address  before  the  John 
Couch  Branch,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, at  Meriden.  In  1899  he  removed  to  Mid- 
dletown, the  home  of  his  early  childhood,  and 
is  enthusiastic  over  the  beautiful  city.  He  at 
once  planned  improvements  on  Washington 
Green  for  a park,  and  made  a lay-out  which 
has  been  approved  by  the  leading  citizens.  He 
is  a Republican  in  politics  and  in  religion  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  as  were 
his  parents,  sister  and  all  his  family  and  grand- 
sons— he  has  but  two.  He  has  gained  a com- 
petence, and  attributes  his  success  to  a moth- 
er’s inspiration.  These  facts  were  drawn  out 
reluctantly,  and  he  declares  he  has  done  noth- 
ing worthy  of  record.  Mr.  Couch  has  the  un- 
qualified respect  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives.  He  is  a well  preserved  man  of  seventy- 
five  and  within  the  year  ( 190a  ) occurs  the  gol- 
den anniversary  of  his  wedding. 

HON.  CHARLES  R.  LEWIS,  a native 
and  lifelong  resident  of  Middletown.  Middle- 
sex countv,  who  at  one  time  served  as  mayor 
of  the  city,  was  born  July  24;  1831.  and  died 
September  21,  1895.  1 le  was  the  son  of  Joseph 

end  Mary  (Strong)  Lewis. 

For  nearly  a third  of  a century  Mr.  Lewis 
was  in  the  emplov  of  the  Middletown  Plate 
Company,  and  was  foreman  of  the  tool  de- 
partment. lie  was  a skillful  and  careful  work- 
man, and  proved  himself  invaluable  to  the 
company  which  employed  him.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  was  employed  by  the  Powder 
Company  in  the  manufacture  of  rifles.  Mr. 
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Lewis  was  frequently  honored  with  political 
preferment  by  his  townspeople,  always  as  the 
candidate  of  the  Republican  party.  He  served 
the  city  several  years  as  councilman  and  al- 
derman, and  the  town  as  selectman,  was  elected 
mayor  in  1888,  and  served  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  For 
a number  of  years  he  was  a member  of  the 
local  board  of  education.  I11  the  fall  of  1894 
he  was  elected  representative  from  the  town  to 
the  State  Legislature,  being  the  colleague  of 
Judge  Elmer,  and  made  a fine  record  in  the 
General  Assembly.  Mr.  Lewis  was  president 
of  the  Middletown  Building  & Loan  Associa- 
tion, one  of  the  most  successful  concerns  of  the 
kind  ever  started  in  the  city  or  vicinity.  He 
was  one  of  the  incorporators  and  first  direc- 
tors of  the  Electric  Light  Company.  He  was 
a prominent  Odd  Fellow,  being  a member  and 
past  grand  of  Central  Lodge,  No.  12,  I.  O.  O. 
F.  ML  Lewis  was  often  referred  to  as  the 
workingman’s  candidate.  He  was  without  af- 
fectation one  of  the  people,  and  beloved  by  all 
who  knew  him.  His  remains  rest  in  the  Farm 
Hill  cemetery. 

On  October  12,  1858,  Mr.  Lewis  mjarried 
Miss  Mary  G.  Smith,  who  was  born  August 
29,  1836,  in  Middletown,  daughter  of  Ansel 
and  Sybil  (Skinner)  Smith,  and  four  children 
came  to  bless  the  union,  namely : Charles  H. 

is  a boot  and  shoe  dealer  and  also  engaged  in 
the  men's  furnishings  business  in  Middletown. 
Nellie,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Clark,  and  Minnie,  Mrs. 
Markham,  are  both  residents  cd  Middletown ; 
E.  S.  Lewis  is  a mechanic  of  that  city.  Mrs. 
Lewis  lives  on  Hubbard  street,  in  Middletown. 

CHARLES  ELIHU  LYMAN.  The  Ly- 
man family  has  been  identified  with  Middle- 
field,  Middlesex  county,  since  1741,  when  John 
Lyman  and  his  wife,  Elope  (Hawley),  settled 
there.  John  Lyman  was  fifth  in  descent  from 
the  emigrant  ancestor,  (I)  Richard  Lyman, 
who  with  his  wife,  Sarah  (Osborne),  and  their 
five  children  came  from  England  to  America 
in  1631.  They  sailed  from  Bristol  in  August, 
and  landed  in  Boston  in  November.  Their 
English  home  was  at  High  Ongar,  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Essex,  twenty-five  miles  from  London. 
They  first  settled  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  and 
became  members  of  the  church  which  was  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  John  Eliot,  the  “Apos- 
tle to  the  Indians,”  that  church  being'  located 
in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Roxbury.  Richard 


Lyman  was  made  a freeman  in  June.  1635,  and  i 
four  months  later,  on  October  15th  of  the 
same  year,  he  and  his  family  joined  a party  of 
one  hundred  persons,  who  came  through  the 
trackless  wilderness  from  Massachusetts  to 
Connecticut  with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker.  He 
became  one  of  the  “original  settlers”  of  Hart- 
ford, and  his  name  is  on  the  monument  erected 
to  them  in  the  rear  of  the  Center  Church,  at 
that  city.  Richard  Lyman  was  a land  owner 
and  a prominent  citizen  of  Hartford.  He  died  || 
in  1640,  and  his  widow,  Sarah,  did  not  long 
survive  him. 

(II)  Richard  Lyman  (2),  baptized  Feb- 

ruary 24,  1618,  the  second  child  and  eldest  son, 
of  Richard  ( 1 ) , accompanied  his  parents  to 
Connecticut.  He  took  up  his  home  in  Wind- 
sor. He  died  in  Northampton,  Mass.,  June  3, 
1662.  He  married  Hepzibah  Ford,  the  third 
daughter  of  Thomas  Ford,  of  Dorchester,  j 
Mass.,  later  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  who  ■ 
came  in  the  ship  “Mary  and  John,”  in  1630.  | 

(III)  Thomas  Lyman,  second  son  of  ? 

Richard  (2),  was  born  at  Windsor,  probably 
in  1649.  He  went  with  his  parents  when  they 
removed  to  Northampton,  in  1655.  He  mar- 
ried Ruth  Baker,  widow  of  Joseph  Baker,  and 
daughter  of  William  Holton,  wlm  came  from  , 
Ipswich,  England,  in  the  ship  “Francis”  in  , 
1634.  Thomas  Lyman  removed,  in  1708-09,  j 
to  Durham,  Conn.,  which  town  was  for  three  ; 
or  four  generations  the  seat  of  that  branch  of  [ 
the  familv.  He  was  one  of  its  earlv  settlers,  ( 
and  one  of  the  first  deacons  of  the  church.  He  ; 
represented  the  town  in  the  General  Court  , 
for  several  terms,  and  died  in  Durham  July  15,  1 

I725- 

(IV)  Ebenezer  Lyman,  second  son  of 

Thomas,  was  born  in  Northampton  in  1682.  j 
He  did  not  accompany  his  father  to  Durham,  i 
but  removed  thither  several  years  later,  pre- 
sumably between  1717  and  1719.  On  Janu-  ; 
ary  2,  1706,  he  married  Experience  Pomeroy, 
and  their  eight  children  were : Moses,  born 

in  1707,  died  in  1796;  Experience,  born  April 
17,  1708,  died  September  30,  following;  Eben- 
ezer was  born  September  20,  1709;  Stephen, 
August  14,  1 7 1 1 : Experience  (2),  December 
25,  1712;  Mindwell,  July  13,  1714  (married 
Jacob  Strong,  Jr.)  ; John,  April  9,  1717  (died 
in  1763)  ; and  Hannah,  baptized  June  30,  1723,  ; 

married  Asahel  Strong,  of  Torrington,  and  1 
died  February  19,  1771.  On  coming  to  Dur- 
ham Ebenezer  Lyman  settled  in  the  northern 
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part  of  the  town,  on  the  west  or  lower  side  of 
the  road  formerly  known  as  “Crooked  Lane.” 
In  1737  he  and  his  brother,  Noah,  purchased 
land  across  the  town’s  boundary  line,  in  Mid- 
dlefield.  About  1740  he  removed  to  Torring- 
ton, Conn.,  whither  his  son,  Ebenezer,  Jr.,  had 
preceded  him.  The  younger  Ebenezer  was  the 
first  settler  in  Torrington,  having  gone  there  in 
1737,  and  the  father  and  son  were  among  the 
founders  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  that 
place,  which  was  organized  October  21,  1741, 
and  of  which  Ebenezer  Lyman,  Sr.,  was  chosen 
a deacon  in  1742.  While  living  in  Durham,  in 
1737,  he  represented  that  town  in  the  General 
Court.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Torrington  in 
1762. 

(V)  John  Lyman,  fourth  sou  of  Eben- 
ezer, Sr.,  was  born  at  Northampton,  April  9, 
1717,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Durham. 
On  September  13,  1739,  he  married  Hope  Haw- 
ley, great-granddaughter  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Stowe,  of  Middletown,  who  is  said  to  have 
owned  much  land  in  Middlefield.  She  was  also 
great-granddaughter  of  David  Atwater,  one  of 
the  founders  of  New  Haven.  This  John  Ly- 
man was  also  a land  owner,  as  appears  from 
the  official  records  of  transfers,  which  show 
that  on  March  14,  1741,  he  bought  from  Eph- 
raim Coe,  of  Middlefield,  for  £620  (old  tenor), 
a tract  of  thirty-six  acres,  with  a mansion 
house.  In  the  following  month,  April  6,  1741, 
the  same  grantor  conveyed  to  Hope,  the  wife  of 
John  Lyman,  twenty-five  acres,  in  consideration 
4f  £200  ( old  tenor),  this  land  forming  a part 
>f  the  farm  at  present  owned  and  occupied  by 
Charles  E.  Lyman.  Other  conveyances  are  re- 
corded, showing  that  John  Lyman  and  his  wife 
were  the  grantees  of  165  acres.  He  died  in 
j 1 7^3-  I he  was  the  father  of  five  sons  and  three 
laughters:  John,  the  eldest,  born  in  1740, 

lied  in  childhood.  Catherine,  baptized  Novem- 
ber 8,  1741,  became  the  wife  oh  Lot  Benton,  of 
iu i 1 ford.  Hannah,  the  third  child  and  second 
laughter,  born  June  19.  1743.  married  Rev. 
dr.  Williston,  of  West  Haven.  John  (2),  bap- 
iz.ed  January  13,  1744-45,  died  in  boyhood. 
David,  horn  in  T748,  died  in  1815.  Esther. 
4'ho  was  born  September  17,  1749,  married 
Livid  Beecher,  and  was  the  mother  of  the  cele- 
rated  clergyman,  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher,  who 
as  the  father  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher  and 
larriet  Beecher  Stowe.  Elihu,  horn  iu 
751.  studied  and  practiced  medicine  and  died 


in  the  South.  The  youngest  child  was  named 
Phineas. 

(VI)  David  Lyman,  son  of  John,  was 
born  January  6,  1748,  and  died  February  25, 
1815.  He  lived  upon  the  Lyman  farm  in  Mid- 
dlefield, and  in  addition  to  being  a farmer  was 
interested  in  several  other  business  ventures. 
He  was  popular,  and  a man  of  prominence, 
serving  as  selectman,  and  colonel  of  the  militia. 
On  May  20,  1 777,  he  married  Sarah  Comstock, 
of  Norwalk,  and  they  had  ten  children : Polly, 
Phineas,  David,  William,  Esther,  Alanson, 
Sally,  Urania,  Andrew  and  Elihu.  Polly,  born 
May  3,  1778,  married  Aaron  Robinson,  of  Ben- 
nington, Vt.,  and  died  in  March,  1852.  Phin- 
eas, born  in  1779,  died  the  same  year.  David, 
the  third  child,  was  born  in  1781,  married  So- 
phia Park,  and  died  in  Woodford,  Vt.  Will- 
iam, born  in  1783,  died  in  Middlefield  in  1869. 
The  fifth  child,  Esther,  born  July  31,  1785. 
married  Reuben  Brush,  of  Vergennes,  Vt.,  and 
died  in  1816.  Alanson  was  born  in  1787,  mar- 
ried Sina  Coe,  and  died  in  1836.  Sallv,  born 
October  27,  1789,  married  Abner  Miller,  and 
was  the  mother  of  the  late  eminent  jurist,  Judge 
H.  G.  Miller,  of  Chicago,  111.  Urania,  born 
January  21.  1792,  married  David  Buttolph,  a 
lawyer  of  Norwich,  N.  Y.  Andrew,  born  Janu- 
ary 31,  1794,  was  a farmer  in  Woodford,  Vt., 
removed  to  Middlefield.  and  died  there:  his 
wife  was  Ann  Hall,  of  Wallingford,  Conn. 
Elihu,  the  youngest  child,  was  born  in  1797. 
married  Cornelia  Van  Zant,  and  died  in  1825, 
without  children. 

(VII)  William  Lyman,  the  fourth  child 

of  David,  was  born  August  21,  1783.  He  was 
a man  of  noble  physique,  and  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  vitality.  His  life,  which  extended 
over  a period  of  eighty-six  years,  was  useful 
and  active.  He  was  deeply  imbued  with  the 
Christian  faith,  and  was  a deacon  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  He  was  among  the  lead- 
ers of  the  Temperance  reform  movement,  and 
a strong  and  early  Abolitionist,  and  was  a 
power  in  both  interests,  having  an  intellect  keen 
and  alert,  judgment  conservative  and  sound. 
He  owned,  and  successfully  cultivated,  the  farm 
in  Middlefield.  Mr.  Lyman  married  Alma  Coe. 
whose  father,  Elisha  Coe.  of  Middlefield,  was 
widely  known  and  universally  respected.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  Phineas,  born  Oc- 

t<  her  15,  1808,  died  February  15.  1826.  Ade- 
line, born  February  9,  1810,  died  August  6, 
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1826.  Elizabeth,  born  in  September,  1812, 
married  Rev.  Charles  Lewis  Mills,  of  Morris- 
town, N.  J.,  and  died  July  10,  1851  ; two-  chil- 
dren survived  her, — Hon.  Lyman  A.  Mills,  who 
was  born  in  Middlefield,  February  25,  1841, 
and  Catherine  Elizabeth  Mills,  born  June  4, 
1844,  who  married  Elias  Riggs  Forsyth,  of 
Greensburg,  Ind.  The  fourth  child  of  Will- 
iam Lyman  was  David,  a brief  sketch  of 
whose  life  is  given  in  a succeeding  paragraph. 
Sarah,  born  February  8,  1823,  was  married 
May  15,  1845,  to  Rev.  James  Taylor  Dickin- 
son, who  was  born  October  29,  1806,  at  Low- 
ville,  N.  Y.  graduated  from  Yale  College  in 
1826  and  became  an  ordained  minister  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  in  Norwich,  Conn. ; 
for  nine  years  he  was  one  of  the  American 
Board’s  Missionaries  at  Singapore,  but  failing 
health  necessitated  his  return  home,  and  his 
last  forty  years  were  passed  in  retirement  at 
Middlefield,  his  time  being  chiefly  devoted  to 
literary  work;  he  died  July  21,  1884.  Elihu, 
William  Lyman’s  sixth  child,  was  born  March 
2,  1825,  and  died  April  2,  1848.  Adeline,  born 
May  17,  1828,  died  July  5,  1849. 

(VIII)  David  Lyman  the  father  of 
Charles  E.,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Middlefield 
(then  a part  of  Middletown),  Conn.,  October 
19,  1820,  and  died  in  Middlefield  January  24, 
1871,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years  and  three  months. 
From  the  numerous  biographical  notices  which 
appeared  in  the  journals  of  New1  Haven,  Hart- 
ford, Middletown,  and  other  places,  we  select 
and  abridge  the  following,  published  in  The 
Free  Press  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  February  4, 
1871  : 

“From  his  parents,  persons  of  uncommon 
physical  vigor,  of  more  than  ordinary  intel- 
lectual capacity,  and  of  the  strongest  moral  and 
religious  convictions,  Mr.  Lyman  inherited  as 
a permanent  capital  in  the  business  of  living  a 
good  life  that  sound  physical,  mental  and 
moral  constitution  which  has  stood  him  in  so 
good  stead  through  his  eminently  useful  career. 
He  received  in  his  youth  what  was  then  consid- 
ered a good  common-school  education,  supple- 
mented by  a little  academical  instruction.  At 
the  age  of  nineteen  he  was  sent  by  the  Messrs. 
Trowbridge,  of  New  Haven,  to  Kentucky,  to 
purchase  mules  for  the  W est  India  market,  and 
by  them  and  the  house  of  Alsop  & Chauncey,  of 
New  York,  was  kept  at  this  work  for  some 
years.  For  a short  time  he  followed  it,  too,  on 
his  own  account.  At  twenty-seven  he  was  ap- 


pointed to  the  trusteeship  of  a large  estate,  and  ' 
by  the  conditions  of  the  will  of  the  testator  was 
not  required  to  give  the  bonds  usual  in  such 
cases.  In  the  management  of  this  trust,  which 
he  held  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  his  great 
capacity  for  business  was  constantly  in  requisi- 
tion. Not  long  after  his  acceptance  of  the 
trust,  a legal  controversy  arose  concerning  cer- 
tain dispositions  of  the  will.  This  controversy 
ran  through  the  highest  courts  of  Connecticut 
and  New  York  and  the  United  States  Circuit  (■ 
Court  for  the  district  of  Connecticut.  At  the  end 
of  ten  years  of  expensive  litigation,  in  which 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of  the  1 
land  had  been  employed  on  one  side  or  the 
other,  Judge  Nelson,  of  the  United  States  Su- 
preme Court,  in  giving  a decision  in  the  case 
at  New  Haven,  said  of  him,  ‘His  conduct  pre-  1 
sents  a conspicuous  instance  of  great  capacity, 
fidelity,  and  success,  in  the  discharge  -of  the  j 
difficult  and  responsible  duties  confided  in  him 
by  the  deceased  under  the  will,  and  calls  for  the 
commendation  of  this  court.  We  have  rarely  f 
known  an  instance  of  such  faithful,  conscien- 
tious and  accurate  performance  of  the  duties 
of  a trustee,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  trust 
estates  are  so-  often,  through  incompetency  or  j 
unfaithfulness,  wasted,  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  1 
give  the  conduct  of  this  trustee  the  marked  ap- 
proval  of  this  court.’  Mr.  Lyman’s  chief  busi-  I 
ness  from  which  he  received,  for  ten  years  | 
previous  to  his  death,  a large  annual  income,  1 
was  the  manufacture  of  clothes-wringers,  by  a | 
manufacturing  company  in  which  he  held  a con- 
trolling interest.  For  the  last  four  years,  how- 
ever, he  had  had  little  to  do  with  its  active  man-  j 
agement,  his  whole  time  having  been  complete-  i 
ly  absorbed— so  completely  as  to  have  shortened  | 
his  days — by  his  interest  in  the  new  line  of  rail-  r 
road  from  New  Haven  to  Middletown,  and  j 
thence  to  Willimantic,  the  aim  of  which  was,  by  j 
connecting  the  two  points  of  New  Haven  and  j 
Willimantic,  to  form  a shorter  line  between  j 
New  York  and  Boston.  To  build  a railroad  is  i 
not  usually  difficult  when  the  money  is  at  hand, 
but  financial  matters  in  this  case  were  not  the 
chief  difficulties  to  be  encountered.  The  Con- 
necticut river  was  to  be  bridged  at  Middle- 
town,  and  to  this  the  most  powerful  interests 
in  the  State  were  opposed.  The  river  towns 
above  the  proposed  bridge;  the  competing 
lines  of  railroad  already  in  existence;  and 
more  than  all  the  city  of  Hartford,  the 
city  par  excellence  of  judicious  care  for 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  107 


its  own  interests,  were  the  parties  the  new 
railroad  would  have  to  contend  with,  and  which 
twenty  years  before  had  defeated  the  very  pro- 
ject Mr.  Lyman  proposed  to  accomplish.  A 
man  of  less  pluck,  less  ability,  and  less  enthusi- 
asm and  hope  would  have  stopped  even  before 
he  had  began.  For  two  years  he  worked  before 
the  Connecticut  Legislature  for  a charter  for 
the  bridge  and  failed.  The  interests  against 
him  were  too  powerful  for  any  one  man  or  cor- 
poration. But  nothing  daunted,  he  went  to 
Congress  and  obtained  the  right  to  bridge  the 
river,  and  the  work  was  commenced.  How:  he 
has  labored  since  then,  through  doubt  and  dis- 
couragement, through  evil  and  good  report, 
through  the  lukewarmness  of  friends,  and  the 
open  attacks  of  enemies,  can  not  be  narrated 
here.  All  admit,  friends  and  foes,  that  no- 
body else  could  have  built  the  road  at  this  time, 
or  during  the  present  generation.  The  two  cit- 
ies of  New  Haven  and  Middletown  know  and 
appreciate  his  labors.  As  a slight  tribute  to 
his  memory  their  corporate  authorities  passed 
each  a series  of  resolutions,  and  attended  his 
funeral  at  Middlefield.  One  of  the  New  Ha- 
ven resolutions  was  as  follows  : 

“ 'Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  David 
Lyman,  the  public  at  large  are  called  upon  to 
l-deplore  the  loss  of  a.  true  man,  eminently  faith- 
ful in  the  discharge  of  every  duty,  attending  to 
every  trust  committed  to  his  care;  genial,  earn- 
est, full  of  hope,  inspiring  others,  with  his  en- 
thusiasm ; who  carried  to  substantial  comple- 
tion that  great  enterprise,  the  Air  Line  Rail- 
road, a work  of  inestimable  value  to  this  city, 
and  which  will  ever  endure  as  a monument  to 
him,  illustrative  of  his  sagacity,  perseverance 
and  indomitable  energies.’ 

Ihe  magnetism  of  the  man  was  something 
remarkable.  He  inspired  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact  with  his  own  enthusiasm,  and 
with  interest  and  confidence  in  himself.  He 
had  that  hopeful,  buoyant  temper,  that  cheer- 
fulness  and  hopefulness,  which  are  reported  to 
>e1ong  to  the  real  Lyman  stock,  and  to  which 
Henry  Ward  Beecher,  himself  a Lyman 
u part,  alluded  in  a characteristic  letter  to 
lie  Lyman  gathering  at  Northampton  in 
1869.  Boo  soon  has  the  grave  closed  over 
lim.  In  the  prime  of  life,  in  the  midst  of 
isefulness,  with  the  most  promising  future 
>efore  him,  he  is  cut  down,  a sacri- 
ice  to  the  work  he  had  undertaken.  Less 
lian  a week  before  his  death,  he  left  his  home, 


against  the  wishes  of  his  family,  to  attend  to 
important  railroad  business.  He  returned  to  it 
never  to  leave  it  alive.  His  disease  was  ty- 
phoid fever,  which  progressed  favorably  until 
congestion  of  the  lungs  set  in,  which  proved 
fatal.  Of  his  own  knowledge  he  was  soon 
conscious  of  approaching  dissolution,  and,  as 
was  said  by  an  eye-witness  of  the  scene,  ‘He 
set  about  the  business  of  dying  as  about  a rail- 
road or  any  other  business  that  had  to  be  done.’ 
Fie  was  completely  self-possessed  to  the  last, 
his  mind  clear  and  composed  to  an  unwonted 
degree.  During  the  last  few  hours  he  was  un- 
able to-  articulate,  but  continued  to  communi- 
cate his  thoughts  and  wishes  by  writing.  He 
was  in  no  pain,  as  he  frequently  signified  by 
words  or  signs.  He  retained  something  of  his 
great  physical  strength  to  the  end,  the  grasp  of 
the  hand,  only  a few  minutes  before  his  death, 
seeming  as  powerful  as  ever,  while  his  smile 
was  quite  the  same  that  had  wop  so  many 
hearts.  He  breathed  his  last,  with  pencil  in 
hand,  endeavoring  to  complete  a few  more 
cheering  words  to  surviving  friends.  Fare- 
well, kind  friend,  dutiful  son,  loving  husband, 
affectionate  father,  faithful  citizen,  public  bene- 
factor, too  soon  farewell.” 

On  January  30,  1849,  David  Lyman  was 
married  to  Catherine  Elizabeth  Hart,  who  was 
born  at  Guilford,  May  9,  1826.  Her  father 
was  William  Hart,  and  her  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Catherine  Starr.  She  died  May  9, 
1894.  Mrs.  Lyman  was  of  English  descent, 
and  traced  her  lineage  back  to  England,  as  fol- 
lows : (VI)  William,  1788-1862;  (V) 

Thomas,  1762-1829;  (IV)  Thomas.  1723- 
1813;  (III)  John,  1682-1731;  (II)  Thomas; 
(1)  Stephen  Hart.  Mrs.  Lyman  also  traced 
her  line  to  Dr.  Comfort  Starr,  who  came  from 
Ashford,  in  Kent,  England,  and  settled  in  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.,  in  1633,  thus:  (VIII)  Cather- 

ine, (VII)  Deacon  William,  (VI)  William. 
< V ) Jehu isaphat,  (IV)  ( iomf< >rt,  (III)  G 111- 
fort.  ( II ) Dr.  Thomas,  ( I)  Dr.  Comfort  Starr. 
To  David  Lvman  and  his  wife  were  born  six 
sons  and  three  daughters:  (1)  Mary  F.liza- 
beth  was  born  December  2.  1850.  (2)  Harriet 

Augusta  was  born  September  9,1852.  (3)  V ill- 
iam  was  born  May  3,  1854.  and  was  well  known 
as  the  inventor  of  the  Lyman  Gun  Sights,  and 
and  of  the  Lyman  Bow-facing  Row  mg  ( lear : he 
died  December  20,  1896,  unmarried.  (4!  Hen- 
ry. born  March  3,  1856.  was  graduated  at  the 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  College.  Amherst, 
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in  1874,  and  was  a judicious  and  enthusiastic 
farmer  on  the  homestead  in  Middlefield,  until 
his  death,  January  19,  1879.  (5)  Charles  Elihu 
was  born  November  3,  1857.  (6)  John,  born 

September  1,  i860,  died  before  completing  his 
Junior  year  at  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  Yale 
University,  February  21,  1882.  (7)  James, 

born  September  1,  1862,  was  graduated 
from  the  Scientific  School  of  Yale  University 
in  1883,  and  later  took  the  degree  of  M.  M.  E. 
from  Cornell  University.  He  is  now  assistant 
engineer  of  the  Western  District  of  the  General 
Electric  Company,  and  a member  of  the  fol- 
lowing societies : The  American  Society  of 

Mechanical  Engineers ; the  American  Institute 
of  Electrical  Engineers ; the  American  Society 
for  the  Advancement  of  Science;  the  American 
Electro-chemical  Society.  On  June  6,  1891, 
he  married  Anna  Bridgeman,  and  has  one  son, 
Oliver  Bridgeman,  born  August  23,  1892. 
(8)  Adeline,  daughter  of  David  and  Catherine 
Lyman,  was  born  September  24,  1864,  and 
died  February  28,  1882.  (9)  David,  born 

April  5,  1867,  married  June  26,  1901,  Mary 
Cook  Larned,  of  Woonsocket,  Rhode  Island. 

Charles  Elihu  Lyman  was  born  in  Middle- 
field,  November  3,  1857.  He  was  graduated 
at  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College  at 
Amherst,  Mass.,  in  1887,  and  is  a practical 
farmer.  He  now  owns  the  Lyman  farm,  of 
more  than  600  acres,  one  of  the  largest  and 
best  farms  in  Middlesex  county,  nearly  all  of 
which  is  under  cultivation.  In  addition  to  gen- 
eral farming  he  is  interested  in  fruit  culture, 
and  the  fattening  of  lambs.  Mr.  Lyman  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  at  present  holds  the  office  of  church  treas- 
urer. 

On  June  8,  1886,  Mr.  Lyman  married 
Emma  Hall,  who  was  born  May  17,  1865,  in 
Wallingford,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and 
Harriet  (Coe)  Hall,  both  now  deceased;  her 
father  was  a farmer.  Her  lineage  is  traced 
back  to  England,  as  follows:  (VII)  Heze- 

kiah. (VI)'  Nathan,  (V)  Hezekiah,  (IV) 
Eliakim,  (III)  John,  (II)  Samuel,  (I)  John 
Hall,  of  New  Haven.  Also  from  the  emigrant 
ancestor,  Robert  Coe,  1634,  thus:  (VIII) 

Harriet,  (VII)  Calvin,  (VI)  Joseph,  (V) 
Joseph,  (IV)  Joseph,  (III)  John,  (II)  Robert, 
(I)  Robert  Coe.  Also  to  the  emigrant  ances- 
tors Joseph  Hawley,  Edward  Birdsey,  Thomas 
Robinson,  John  Kirby,  and  William  Cornwell. 


Mrs.  Lyman  passed  away  December  25,  1901.  } 
Charles  E.  and  Emma  H.  Lyman  had  six 
children:  Henry  Hall,  born  May  4,  1888; 

Alma,  September  5,  1889;  Esther,  Febru- 
ary 9,  1892;  Charles  Elihu,  Jr.,  April  9,  1894; 
John,  December  24,,  1895;  and  Sarah  Dickin- 
son, April  24,  1897.  l, 

E.  BOUND  CHAFFEE,  deceased.  There  , 
is  in  every  person  a something  that  is  insepara- 
ble,— the  suggestive  power  of  character, — and  t 
he  knows  neither  himself  nor  mankind  who  be-  1 
lieves  that  he  can  analyze  the  deeds  and  actions 
of  men  without  taking  into  account  this  con- 
stantly recurring  principle.  Thus  the  study 
of  genealogy  becomes  extremely  interesting,  for 
the  intermingling  of  dominating  characteristics 
of  a family  line  with  those  of  each  individual 
shows  not  only  the  influence  of  heredity,  but 
also  the  individual  potential.  Nearly  a century 
has  fallen  into1  the  abyss  of  dime  since  the 
Chaffee  family  became  identified  with  the  an- 
nals of  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  while  this  fact 
is  in  itself  significant,  there  is  one  of  still  great- 
er interest  involved  in  the  honorable  and  use-  1 
ful  lives  of  those  who  have  borne  the  name,  each 
generation  contributing  to  the  personnel  of  the 
noble  army  of  the  world's  workers.  There  is  i 
no  family  which  has  been  continuously  more  , 
prominent  and  more  honored  in  the  community 
than  that  of  which  the  subject  of  this  review  ' 
is  a worthy  representative. 

The  lineage  of  the  Chaffee  family  is  traced 
back  to  two  brothers  of  the  name  who  were 
Huguenots,  and  who,  during  the  days  of  perse- 
cution incident  to  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  1 
of  Nantes,  fled  from  France  to  Wales,  and 
thence  emigrated  to  America  and  located  in 
New  England.  This  was  in  the  early  Colonial  ; 
period.  The  first  representative  of  the  name  j 
in  Middlesex  county  was  Reuben  Chaffee,  who, 
as  a young  man,  in  the  early  years  of  the  nine-  ; 
teenth  century,  came  to  Middletown.  He  was  ! 
the  youngest  of  the  five  children  of  Jonathan 
and  Lucy  (Allen)  Chaffee,  whose  marriage 
was  solemnized  May  1,  1776.  Of  their  chil- 
dren we  have  the  following  record : James, 

born  May  21,  1777,  died  May  14th  of  the  fol- 
lowing year;  Molly  was  born  February  25, 

1 779 : Jonathan,  November  26,  1780;  Persis, 
July  29,  1782;  and  Reuben,  the  Middlesex  j 
county  pioneer,  was  born  in  Ashford,  Conn.,  j 
March  5,  1784.  Jonathan  Chaffee,  brother  of  j 
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Reuben,  migrated  to  the  State  of  New  York, 
where  may  still  be  found  many  of  his  de- 
scendants. 

When  Reuben  Chaffee  made  his  advent  in 
Middletown  his  equipment  for  the  battle  of  life 
was  summed  up  in  an  alert  mentality,  a vigor- 
ous physique,  a spirit  of  indomitable  persever- 
ance, and  a marked  mechanical  skill, — and  that 
these  proved  adequate  to  meet  all  exigencies  is 
evident  in  noting  the  salient  points  in  his  ca- 
reer. He  secured  employment  in  the  North 
pistol  factory,  at  Staddle  Hill,  and  being  com- 
petent, industrious  and  frugal,  he  duly  hus- 
banded his  resources.  The  business  with 
which  he  became  thus  associated  had  intervals 
of  inactivity,  when  employment  became  some- 
what desultory  in  that  line,  and  during  one  of 
these  periods  the  young  man  decided  to  em- 
bark in  business  on  his  own  responsibilty.  With 
the  funds  which  he  had  scrupulously  saved  he 
established  a modest  grocery  of  the  old-time 
order  in  Middletown.  His  first  location  was 
in  Main  street,  on  the  first  lot  south  of  the 
present  “Kilbourn  hotel”  property,  and  there, 
by  close  application  to  business  and  that  rare 
pragmatic  discrimination  which  has  been  typi- 
cal of  the  family,  he  prospered  in  his  business, 
which  increased  steadily,  each  year  signalizing 
an  improvement  in  his  financial  condition. 
Finally  larger  quarters  were  demanded  and  he 
.removed  to  Court  street,  a short  distance  east 
of  Main  street,  and  on  the  south  side  of  the 
court.  About  the  year  1839  he  removed  to  the 
east  side  of  Main  street,  a short  distance  below 
Court  street,  where  is  now  located  the  grocery 
>f  S.  T.  Camp,  the  property  passing  at  the 
time  into  the  ownership  of  Mr.  Chaffee.  There 
it  was  that  the  business  was  ever  afterward 
:onducted  until  his  death.  In  the  later  years 
if  his  life  he  admitted  his  eldest  son,  Benjamin 
F..  to  partnership  in  the  enterprise,  under  the 
inn  name  of  Reuben  Chaffee  & Son,  the  busi- 
icss  being  then  the  principal  one  of  the  sort  in 
he  town. 

On  November  30,  1819,  Reuben  Chaffee 
vas  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  W. 
Sound,  who  was  born  in  Norwich’,  Conn.,  April 
6.  1799,  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Sally 
Francis)  Bound,  the  former  of  whom  was 
iorn  in  the  city  of  Boston,  January  14,  1773, 
vhile  the  latter  was  born  in  Medford,  same 
date,  September  9,  1769;  their  marriage  was 
olemnized  in  the  city  of  Boston,  May  20,  1792. 
he  mother  of  Ephraim  Bound  bore  the  maiden 


name  of  Martha  Willard  ; she  was  born  in  1734, 
and  died  September  23,  1825,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-one  years.  She  survived  her  first  hus- 
band (the  father  of  Ephraim  Bound),  and  sub- 
sequently became  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Beale, 
whom  she  also  survived. 

Ephraim  Bound  removed  to  Middletown 
when  his  daughter,  Martha,  was  but  a child, 
and  there  she  was  reared  and  educated.  Mr. 
Bound  was  a baker  by  trade  and  occupation, 
and  he  engaged  in  that  line  after  his  removal 
to  Middletown,  conducting  business  at  the 
place,  in  Main  street,  where  Shafer's  bakery  is 
now  located,  and  becoming  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  the  town.  Ephraim  and  Sally 
(Francis)  Bound  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,  namely:  John,  born  in  Boston,  Oc- 

tober 25,  1793,  was  married  May  22,  1817,  in 
Middletown,  to  Mary  Fisk,  and  died  in  Mont- 
gomery, Ala.,  July  18,  1835.  Harriet  Hall, 
born  in  Greenfield,  Mass.,  July  25,  1795,  was 
first  married  August  7,  1812,  in  Middletown,  to 
Martin  Ranney,  who  died  on  the  10th  of  the 
following  month,  and  on  September  25,  1815, 
she  married  James  K.  Frothingham;  her  death 
occurred  in  Charlestown,  Mass.  Martha  W.. 
the  mother  of  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  April  16, 
1799.  Ephraim  Bound,  in  October,  1829,  re- 
moved to  the  South  and  his  death  occurred  at 
Columbus,  Miss.,  February  26,  1840.  His 
wife,  Sally,  died  March  12,  1855,  in  Middle- 
town,  Conn.  The  two  daughters  of  Ephraim 
Bound  were  acknowledged  beauties  in  their 
day,  being  queenly  and  stately  and  having  class- 
ical features  and  figures,  invariably  attracting 
admiring  attention  wherever  they  appeared. 

Reuben  Chaffee  died  September  22.  1850, 
and  his  wife  survived  him  until  September  22, 
1862,  when  she  too  was  summoned  into  eternal 
rest;  both  were  interred  in  Indian  Hill  ceme- 
tery, at  Middletown.  In  1840  Reuben  Chaffee 
purchased  from  Elijah  Hubbard  the  lot  on. 
which,  ten  years  later,  he  erected  his  fine  resi- 
dence, completing  the  house  in  August,  1850. 
This  house,  which  is  most  eligibly  located,  in 
Main  street,  is  still  occupied  by  his  two  sons, 
and  in  its  construction  were  so  thoroughly  em- 
Ixxlied  the  ideas  of  their  honored  father 
that  mention  may  be  made  of  the  same,  as 
showing  the  principles  of  thoroughness,  relia- 
bility and  good  faith  which  dominated  his  na- 
ture, and  which  he  required  of  others.  He 
took  great  interest  in  all  the  details  of  con- 
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struction  and  was  anxious  to  have  it  completed, 
in  the  furtherance  of  that  desire  devoting  no 
little  attention  to  keeping  up  fires,  in  order  that 
the  plastering  might  be  made  to  dry  more  speed- 
ily. In  this  way  he  undoubtedly  exposed  him- 
self and  hastened  his  death,  which  occurred  only 
ten  days  after  the  new  domicile  was  ready  for 
occupancy.  So'  thoroughly  was  every  portion 
of  the  work  of  construction  done,  that  for  many 
years  afterward  the  house  was  taken  as  a model 
and  standard,  and  in  the  specifications  for  the 
building  of  other  houses  the  words,  “like  the 
Reuben  Chaffee  house,”  were  often  found  in- 
terpolated. Mr.  Chaffee  stipulated  that  the  nails 
holding  the  shingles  were  not  to.  pass  through 
the  roof-boards,  and  that  the  boards  were  to 
be  free  from  knots  and  other  defects,  and  he 
exercised  the  same  scrupulous  care  in  all  other 
details.  Before  his  death  he  examined  carefully 
the  roof,  and  with  a piece  of  chalk  cross-marked 
every  defect,  and  incidental  thereto  insisted  that 
his  sons  should  demand  that  the  contractor  live 
up  to  every  specification  of  his  contract,  even  if 
the  use  of  his  entire  fortune  was  required  to 
enforce  it.  In  this  connection  it  should  be  noted 
that  he  demanded  of  others  no  more  than  he 
was  ready  and  willing  to.  grant  himself,  and  he 
was  a:  model  of  system  and  thoroughness  in  all 
his  business  associations,  having  marked  pres- 
cience and  indomitable  perseverance,  and  withal 
being  one  of  the  most  kindly  of  men,  so  that 
he  commanded  unequivocal  confidence,  respect 
and  esteem  in  the  community.  He  was  an  ex- 
cellent judge  of  material  values  and  his  invest- 
ments were  made  with  rare  judgment  and  dis- 
crimination as  to  the  ultimate  worth.  He  ac- 
quired a competency  entirely  through  his  own 
efforts,  and  no  man  stood  higher  in  the  com- 
munity. His  wife  proved  to  him  a true  help- 
meet, and  their  life  was  idyllic  in  character. 
Mr.  Chaffee  was  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church,  and  his  pew  (No.  4)  was 
kept  for  years  after  his  death,  his  widow  con- 
tinuing to  be  a regular  attendant  of  the  church 
until  her  death.  In  politics,  Reuben  Chaffee  was 
a supporter  of  the  Whig  party,  but,  while  he 
exerted  a marked  influence  in  public  affairs  of 
a local  nature,  he  was  essentially  a business 
man,  and  had  no  personal  ambition  in  a political 
way.  In  regard  to  church  relations  it  may  be 
further  stated  that  both  he  and  his  wife  became 
identified  with  the  Universalis!  Church  at  the 
time  of  its  organization,  and  when  it  was  the 
most  flourishing  religious  body  in  the  town. 


Mrs.  Chaffee  was  formerly  a communicant  of 
the  Protestant  'Episcopal  Church,  while  her 
father  had  been  an  evangelist  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  often  filled  clerical  engagements 
in  the  work  of  that  denomination.  Mr.  Chaffee 
was  identified  with  St.  John’s  Lodge,  F.  & A. 
M.,  of  Middletown,  and  that  at  a time  when  un- 
just opprobium  rested  upon  the  fraternity  from, 
a popular  standpoint,  the  meetings  of  the  vari- 
ous bodies  being  held  with  the  greatest  secrecy  1 
and  membership  in  the  order,  often  involving  / 
social  ostracism  and  business  boycott.  In  per- 
son Mr.  Chaffee  was  slightly  below  the  average 
height,  of  somewhat  stout  build,  but  excellent  - 
figure,  while  his  face  indicated  both  inherent 
strength  and  intrinsic  graciousness  of  character. 
He  was  remarkably  active  up  to  within  a short 
time  before  his  death,  giving  the  closest  atten-  • 
tion  to  his  business  affairs,  and  the  illness  j 
which  eventuated  in  his  demise  within  a very  ■ 
short  interval,  was  the  first  he  had  suffered  in 
many  years.  f 

The  children  of  Reuben  and  Martha  W. 
(Bound)  Chaffee  were  as  follows:  (1)  Ben- 

jamin F.,  born  October  20,  1820,  died  in  Mid-  . 
dletown,  November  8,  1878.  He  was  married, 
October  20,  1846,  to  Miss  Persis  Harris,  and 
they  left  two  sons, — Frederick  B.  and  Elmore  , 
R.  He  was  for  many  years  here  engaged  in  1 
the  grocery  business,  continuing  in  the  same  , 
until  comparatively  a short  time  before  his 
death.  (2)  Lucy  Allen,  born  September  25, 
1823,  died  in  Middletown,  November  2,  1853, 
unmarried.  (3)  E.  Bound  is  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  sketch.  (4)  Flavius  J.  is  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work. 

E.  Bound  Chaffee,  who  proved  indeed  a j 
worthy  successor  of  his  honored  father,  both  as  j 
a citizen  and  as  a business  man,  was  a native  | 
son  of  Middletown,  having  been  born  in  the  I 
old  homestead  of  his  father,  on  the  north  side  of  I 
William  street,  and  east  of  Main  street,  August 
28,  1826.  His  early  educational  discipline  was 
such  as  'was  afforded  in  the  schools  of  the  lo- 
cality and  period,  and  it  may  be  recalled  that 
he  attended  a school  on  the  present  site  of 
Nourse’s  store,  and  also  one  where  the  Adams 
Express  Company’s  office  is  now  located,  Will- 
iam Garfield  having  been  his  teacher  in  the  lat- 
ter. He  also,  was  a student  in  Daniel  H.  Chase  s . 
school,  being  enrolled  as  one  of  the  first  pupils  j 
of  that  well  known  instructor,  whose  memory  j 
is  held  in  high  esteem.  He  attended  the  first 
high  school  established  in  the  town,  in  the  base-  i 
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ment  of  the  Russell  Library,  and  there  complet- 
ed his  youthful  education.  As  a boy  he  had 
passed  no  little  time  in  his  father's  store,  and 
early  gave  evidence  of  the  most  practical  busi- 
ness ideas,  his  attitude  being  largely  the  result 
of  the  teachings  inculcated  by  his  father.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  years  Mr.  Chaffee  went  to 
Boston,  Mass.,  though  his  parents  opposed  this 
change.  He  felt,  however,  a desire  for  a wider 
sphere  of  endeavor  and  experience  and  finally 
prevailed  upon  his  parents  to  give  their  con- 
sent, and  in  Boston  he  was  for  a time  employed 
as  clerk  in  a grocery,  later  becoming  a clerk  in 
the  freight  office  of  the  Boston  & Fitchburg 
Railway  Company.  His  father’s  death  called 
him  back  to  his  native  town,  where  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  brothers,  Benjamin  F. 
.and  Flavius  J.  They  continued  the  grocery 
business  established  by  their  father  so  many 
years  previously,  and  this  business  alliance 
asted  for  many  years.  Thereafter  E.  Bound 
and  Flavius  formed  a partnership,  under  the 
lame  of  Chaffee  Brothers,  and  located  south  of 
lie  old  quarters,  and  on  the  east  side,  of  Main 
freet,  just  opposite  from  our  subject’s  present 
lorne.  After  nine  months  they  removed  back 
ip  Main  street,  where  they  purchased  the  build- 
ng  of  W.  S.  Camp,  who  had  advised  them  that 
heir  former  location  was  not  the  most  eligible, 
ind  in  the  new  quarters  they  continued  business 
tntil  the  partnership  was  dissolved : the  same 
oeadquarters  are  now  used  by  L.  B.  Chaffee. 
)n  January  i,  18^9,  E.  Bound  Chaffee  disposed 
>f  his  interests  in  the  grocery  and  became  a 
nember  of  the  firm  of  Wilcox,  Crittenden  & 
lo.,  extensive  ship  chandlers,  and  this  associ- 
tion  obtained  until  November,  1901,  when  Mr. 
Tiaffee  retired  from  business  on  account  of 
llness.  Up  to  that  time  he  had  been  most  ac- 
ive  and  no'  business  man  in  the  community 
n joyed  a higher  standing,  his  energy  and  far- 
ighted  policy  doing  much  to  conserve  the  in- 
ustrial  advancement  of  the  town  and  county 
here  he  practically  passed  his  entire  life,  while 
is  association  with  local  business  affairs  cov- 
red  a period  of  more  than  half  a century, 
here  were  few  men  of  his  age  in  New  Eng- 
tnd  so  active,  vigilant  and  energetic  in  connec- 
on  with  practical  business  affairs  as,  was  Mr. 
liaffee.  No  detail  was  too  small  or  too  insig- 
i f icant  to  escape  his  attention,  while  no  man 
ad  a higher  appreciation  of  the  dignity  and 
orth  of  honest  toil.  He  made  his  appearance 
ith  exceptional  regularity  at  the  factory  of  his 


firm  each  morning  before  operations  began,  and 
gave  his  personal  supervision  to  his  department 
with  as  much  energy  as  a man  many  years  his 
junior  could  exert,  his  capacity  for  application 
seeming  boundless.  For  many  years  he  devot- 
ed his  attention  to  clerical  duties  in  the  factory, 
and  he  wrote  a hand  that  would  put  to*  blush 
the  average  youth  who  is  similarly  employed 
today.  He  conferred  honor  upon  his  native 
town  and  on  the  honored  name  he  bore,  and 
was  one  of  the  leading  and  representative  citi- 
zens and  veteran  business  men  of  Middletown. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Chaffee  gave  his  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  party,  but  while  he  was  sig- 
nally true  to'  all  the  duties  of  citizenship  lie  ever 
and  scrupulously  held  aloof  from  political  office. 
His  interest  in  all  that  concerns  the  well-being 
of  his  town  was  insistent  and  constant,  and  in 
local  affairs  of  a political  nature  he  maintained 
an  independent  attitude.  He  served  three 
terms  as  a member  of  the  board  of  education, 
was  for  some  time  a member  of  the  water  com- 
mittee, and  for  about  a decade  and  a half  was 
chief  engineer  of  the  volunteer  fire  department, 
having  for  a number  of  years  previously  been 
foreman  of  Fire  Engine  Company  No.  2.  He 
was  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
August  6,  1902,  vice-president  of  the  Farmers’ 
& Mechanics’  Savings  Bank,  and  for  years  a 
member  of  its  directorate.  Fraternally,  he  was 
identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  from  1847.  He  attended  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  was  a com- 
municant, as  are  his  daughters.  The  family  re- 
side in  the  fine  home  erected  by  our  subject’s 
father,  and  have  been  prominent  in  the  best 
social  life  of  the  community  for  years. 

It  may  be  appropriately  noted  in  the  con- 
nection that  Mr.  Chaffee  was  for  a number  of 
years  regarded  as  a connoisseur  in  the  matter 
of  ancient  hall-clocks,  of  which  he  owned  an 
exceptionally  large  number,  taking  great  inter- 
est in  discovering  and  bringing  to  light  these 
interesting  relics  of  the  bygone  clays.  1 le  had  no 
less  than  thirteen  excellent  specimens,  one  of 
which  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  best  extant  in 
New  England;  it  bears  the  date  of  1658,  and 
was  made  in  The  Hague.  It  is  certainly  a 
rare  specimen,  and  while  Mr.  Chaffee  would 
not  consent  to  part  with  it.  lie  was  asked 
whether  or  not  one  thousand  dollars  would  buy 
it.  Tit  is  clock  is  known  far  and  wide  by  con- 
noisseurs, and  not  a few  have  called  to  sec  the 
' ancient  timepiece. 
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On  June  8,  1852,  Mr.  Chaffee  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Hall  Bliss,  who'  was 
born  July  1,  1827,  in  Middletown,  a daughter 
of  John  and  Sally  Bliss.  She  entered  into  eter- 
nal rest  on  April  8,  1898.  A woman  of  gra- 
cious refinement  and  gentle  bearing,  she  held 
the  love  of  a wide  circle  of  friends.  She  left 
two  daughters,  namely : Lillian  Lucy,  born 

July  13,  1856,  is'  a woman  of  much  culture,  hav- 
ing traveled  extensively  abroad  and  in  her  na- 
tive land,  and  had  the  distinction  of  represent- 
ing: the  g-reat  Niew  York  china  house  of  Calla- 
more  at  the  Paris  Exposition  of  1900.  Susie 
Nieda,  born  July  15,  i860,  is  the  widow  of 
Colonel  J.  Yale  Fairman,  to  whom  she  was 
married  October  6,  1885,  and  who  is  elsewhere 
mentioned  in  this  work ; she  has  two  daugh- 
ters,— Hortense  Victoria,  born  June  21,  1887; 
and  Ruth  Lillian,  born  February  13,  1890. 

H.  H.  SMITH,  treasurer  of  the  Middle- 
town  Savings  Bank,  is  one  of  the  well-known 
men  in  the  banking  and  financial  circles  of  his 
locality,  as  well  as  one  of  the  best  citizens  of 
his  town.  He  was  born  in  Haddam,  Middle- 
sex Co.,  Conn.,  December  1,  1829,  son  of 
Davis  and  Abagail  S.  (Buckley)  Smith. 

Mr.  Smith  can  trace  his  line  back,  on  the 
paternal  side,  to  Simon  Smith,  one  of  the 
original  twenty-eight  proprietors  of  Haddam, 
who  came  from  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  had  a 
son  Benjamin.  Benjamin  Smith  was  born  in 
1664,  in  Haddam  and  married  Hannah  Sco- 
fill,  and  one  of  his  children  was  named  Daniel. 
The  latter’s  birth  occurred  in  1714,  in  Haddam, 
and  he  married  in  1739.  His  wife  died  in 
1745,  and  he  died  July  29,  1793,  in  Haddam, 
leaving  a son,  William.  William  Smith  lived 
and  died  in  Haddam.  On  October  13,  1767, 
he  mjarried  Esther  Brainerd,  and  one  of  his 
sons,  Capt.  George  Smith,  was  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject. 

Capt.  George  Smith  was  born  September 
29,  1771,  in  Haddam,  was  a seafaring  man, 
and  is  supposed  to-  have  been  lost  at  sea  April 
3,  1799,  during  a hurricane.  He  married  Anna 
Kelley,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  she  bore  her  hus- 
band two  children,  George  and  Davis,  of  whom 
only  the  latter  lived  to  maturity.  After  the 
death  of  her  first  husband  Mrs.  George  Smith 
married  again,  and  lived  to  a good  old  age. 

Davis  Smith,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1798  in  Haddam,  and  married, 
March  18,  1819,  Abagail  S.  Buckley,  of  Rocky 


Hill,  Conn.,  who  was  born  January  20,  1799, 
daughter  of  Hosea  Buckley,  and  died  April 
26,  1890.  Davis  Smith  resided  in  Haddam 
until  1830,  when  he  went  to  New  York  and 
took  charge  of  a gang  of  men  building  the  old 
prison  on  Blackwell’s  Island,  residing  in  that 
Statg  a couple  of  years.  His  next  removal  was 
to-  Rocky  Hill,  Conn.,  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  dying  April  3,  1875. 
After  removing  to  Rocky  Hill  he  carried  on 
farming  extensively,  raising  large  crops  of  hay, 
marketing  hundreds  of  tons  annually.  His 
judgment  in  ascertaining  the  weight  of  hay,  in 
lead  or  stock,  was  remarkable  for  accuracy. 
While  not  a public  man,  Mr.  Smith  was  one 
who  had  a wide  acquaintance  and  was  promi- 
nent in  Rocky  Hill.  Having  been  engaged  in 
various  pursuits  during  his  long  life — quar- 
rying in  Haddam,  also-  operating  a hotel  in 
the  same  place,  his  hostelry  being  patronized 
by  the  most  prominent  men  of  that  time — his 
knowledge  of  men  was  wide,  and  his  judgment 
keen.  Mr.  Smith  reared  a large,  family,  all  of 
whom  testify  in  their  own  lives  to-  his  careful 
management,  provided  for  them  during  his 
life,  and  left  behind  him  a comfortable  compe- 
tence. For  his  years  he  was  a very  well  pre- 
served man,  and  a few  days  before  his  death 
he  chopped  down  a tree  over  three  feet  in 
diameter.  In  appearance  he  was  somewhat 
short,  but  heavy,  and  possessed  a robust  con- 
stitution. Politically  a Whig  in  the  early  days, 
upon  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party 
he  adopted  its  teachings,  and  took  an  interest 
in  its  success,  although  not  a politician.  In 
religious  matters  Mr.  Smith  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Rocky  Hill.  To-  himself  and  wife  were  born: 
Abagail,  who-  married  Moses  W.  Williams,  and 
lived  in  Ro-cky  Hill ; Mary,  widow  of  Ambrose 
Walcott,  of  Wallingford;  Martha,  widow  of 
Walter  S.  Wilcox,  living  in  Colorado-;  Caro- 
line, widow  of  Egbert  Atkins;  Margaret,  who 
married  William  Williams,  of  Rocky  Hill,  and 
died  young  ; and  H.  H. 

On  his  mother’s  side  our  subject  is  de- 
scended as  follows : Rev.  Peter  Buckley  had 

a son,  Rev.  Gersham  Buckley  ; the  latter’s  son 
was  named  Edward  Buckley,  and  his  son  was 
Gersham  Buckley,  the  father  of  Ho-sea  Buck- 
ley,  our  subject’s  grandfather.  The  Buckley 
family,  as  that  of  Smith,  is  well  known  in  Con- 
necticut, and  members  of  it  have  figured  promi- 
nently in  the  country's  history. 
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H.  H.  Smith  was  born  December  i,  1829, 
in  Haddam,  the  youngest  child  in  the  family, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  at  Rocky  Hill,  Conn.,  and  in 
die  academy  at  that  place,  his  school  days  end- 
ing when  he  was  nineteen.  About  this  time 
Mr.  Smith  entered  the  store  of  Revilo  Chap- 
nan,  his  uncle,  at  Rocky  Hill,  as  a clerk,  and, 
although  the  establishment  was  only  a general 
country  store,  Mr.  Smith  gained  such  a knowd- 
■ds'e  of  business  and  business  methods  that  he 

o .... 

vas  afterward  enabled  to  take  positions  m Bris- 
tol and  Berlin,  Conn.,  and  in  1853  removed  to 
Middletown,  where  he  has  since  resided.  From 
: 854  to  1856  Mr.  Smith  was  employed 
In  the  Union  Mills,  and  from  1856  to  1862 
I vas  bookkeeper  for  what  is  now  the  Middle- 
town National  Bank.  In  the  latter  year  Mr. 
.Smith  'became  treasurer  of  the  Union  Mills, 

1 nd  remained  in  that  capacity  until  about  1875. 
Vlxjut  this  time  he  embarked  in  the  feed  busi- 
ess,  but  in  1879  became  secretary  of  the  Mid- 
letown  Savings  Bank,  remaining  as  such 
ntil  1888,  when  he  became  its  treasurer,  suc- 
eeding  Geo.  W.  Harris  and  has  since  contin- 
1 ed  in  that  position.  In  addition  to>  his  coll- 
ection with  the  bank,  Mr.  Smith  serves  as 
irector  in  the  Middlesex  Quarry  Company 
f Portland,  and  has  been  for  seven  years ; 
a director  in  the  Middlesex  Assurance  Com- 
:iny,  of  Middletown;  is  trustee  of  the  Mid- 
letown  Savings  Bank;  and  a director  of  the 
lliddleloiwn  National  Bank.  He  served  two 
ears  as  director  of  the  W.  & P>.  Douglas 
ompany. 

On  May  7,  1854,  H.  H.  Smith  married, 
Middletown,  Miss  Philippa  G.  Hilliard,  who 
as  bora  November  11,  1835,  in  Middletown, 
uighter  of  Capt.  James  and  Saphira  (Wheat) 
illiard.  Capt.  James  Hilliard  was  a sea  cap- 
in,  well  known  in  his  day,  belonged  to  the 
d Hilliard  family,  and  traced  his  descent 
0111  William  Hilliard,  an  early  resident  of 
iston,  who  came  to  the  New  World  in  1635, 
e line  of  descent  being  as  follows:  William, 
illiam,  David,  Joseph,  Joseph,  Joseph  and 
nies.  The  Hilliard  name  is  noixv  extinct  in 
iddletown,  where  once  it  had  so.  many  rep  re- 
latives. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  II.  Smith 
me  children  as  follows:  Arthur  1).,  born 

ne  29,  1855,  an  attorney  of  Minneapolis; 
rah  C.,  born  April  7,  1859,  who1  died  August 
, 1862;  Georgianna,  born  November  29, 

hi,  now  Mrs.  William  S.  Brockway,  of  Mil- 
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waukee;  Jerome  Collins,  born  October  24, 
1869,  formerly  assistant  cashier  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex County  National  Bank,  Middletown, 
now  manager  of  the  branch  of  the  Colorado 
State  Bank  of  Durango,  Colo.,  at  Pagosa 
Springs,  Colo. ; Harry  Hilliard,  born  Novem- 
ber 16,  1871,  an  artist  and  architect  of  Hart- 
ford who  married  April  17,  1902,  Mrs. 
Grace  (Flint)  Lephart,  of  Danbury,  Conn.; 
Mabel  Josephine,  born  October  3,  1874,  who 
died  October  5,  1883;  and  William,  Buckley,, 
born  February  16,  1878,  who  died  August  7, 
1878.  Oh  March  15,  1899,  Mrs.  Smith  passed 
away;  and  she  is  buried  at  Middletown,  in  In- 
dian Hill  cemetery.  She  was  a loving  help- 
mate and  an  important  factor  in  her  husband’s 
success,  being  a business  woman  of  rare  judg- 
ment ; her  advice  was  very  helpful  to  her  hus- 
band, and  in  her  home  also  Airs.  Smith  dis- 
played her  good  management  and  excellent 
sense. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Smith  does  not 
draw  party  lines,  but  casts  his  vote  for  the 
men  he  deems  best  fitted  for  the  offices  in 
question.  Although  elected  alderman,  he  re- 
fused to  serve,  considering  he  had  performed 
his  duty  in  that  direction  when  he  acted  for 
one  year  as  councilman.  In  religion  Mr. 
Smith  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  contributes  liberally  to- 
ward its  support.  Since  1870  he  and  his  fam- 
ily have  resided  in  their  present  home,  where 
they  are  surrounded  with  every  comfort. 
Having  attained  his  present  success  through 
his  own  exertions,  Mr.  Smith  is  simply  an 
example  of  what  most  young  men  in  this  coun- 
try may  become  through  honesty,  industry 
and  pluck. 

HON.  JOHN  ALLEN,  late  of  Savbrook, 
Middlesex  county,  who  bore  a conspicuous 
part  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  town, 
county  and  State,  owed  his  success  not  only  to 
the  faithful  training  of  his  parents,  and  the  in- 
fluences surrounding  his  early  life,  but  to  bis 
self-culture,  and  the  sturdy  stock  from  which 
he  sprang. 

The  name  Allen  is  said  to  be  of  Saxon 
origin,  and  to  have  been  originally  written 
“Alwyne,"  signifying,  in  that  language.  ‘‘Be- 
loved of  all."  In  English  history,  both  civil  and 
ecclesiastical,  it  is  uniformly  written  “Allen." 
Hon.  John  Allen  of  Savbrook  was  the  seventh 
in  descent  from  Deacon  Roger  Allen,  who 
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came  from  England  earlier  than  1668,  settled 
in  Qninnipiac,  now  New  Haven,  and  was 
elected  deacon  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  New  Haven  Colony,  of  which  Rev. 
John  Davenport  was  the  first  pastor.  He  was 
a member  of  the  General  Court,  and  was  often 
employed  in  the  settlement  of  estates  and  in 
other  public  business.  His  house  lot  was  sit- 
uated on  the  square  now  bounded  by  Church, 
Chapel,  'State  and  George  streets,  in  New 
Haven.  His  death  occurred  September  27, 
1674.  Hon.  John  Allen’s  line  of  descent  from 
(I)  Roger  Allen  is  as  follows:  (II)  Samuel 

Allen,  his  eldest  son,  died  August  28,  1709. 
Of  the  date  of  his  birth  there  is  no  record.  (Ill) 
Daniel  Allen.  (IV)  Timothy  Allen  was  born 
April  17,  1712.  (V)  Archelaus  Allen,  born  in 

North  Haven,  December  21,  1738,  removed  to 
Wallingford,  and  thence  to  Meriden,  where  he 
died  at  an  advanced  age.  His  eldest  son,  (VI) 
Levi  Allen,  father  of  Hon.  John  Allen  was 
born  in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  in  that  part  of  the 
town  known  as  North  Farms,  March  30,  1777, 
and  died  August  27,  1861.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Mer- 
iden, where  a high  plateau  of  land,  south  of  the 
“Hanging  Hills,”  was  purchased  for  a home- 
stead. . He  afterward  became  its  proprietor, 
and  one  of  the  most  thrifty  and  enterprising- 
farmers  of  that  town.  On  January  20,  1814,  he 
married  Electa,  second  daughter  of  Haven 
Hall,  who  was  a soldier  with  Washington  at 
Valley  Forge,  and  a prominent  man  in  Meri- 
den. To  the  marriage  of  Levi  Allen  and  Electa 
Hall,  came  four  children  : John,  Jennett,  Will- 
iam and  Edward  Chauncey,  all  of  whom  were 
born  at  the  family  homestead  in  Meriden. 

Hon.  John  Allen,  the  eldest  of  the  family, 
was  born  February  6,  1815.  He  received  a 
good  common-school  education,  and  at  eleven 
years  of  age  was  sent  to  the  high  school  at 
Ellington,  established  by  Rev.  John  Hall.  He 
subsequently  attended  the  private  school  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Cornwall,  at  Cheshire,  Conn.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  placed  in  the  store 
of  Major  Elisha  A.  Cowles,  then  one  of  the 
two  stores  and  three  dwellings  located  near  the 
intersection  of  Main  and  Colony  streets,  now 
the  center  of  the  city  of  Meriden.  For  a time 
thereafter  he  attended  an  evening  grammar 
school  kept  during  the  winter  months  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Keeler,  rector  of  “St.  Andrew’s”  Episco- 
pal Church,  at  his  dwelling  house,  situated  upon 
the  present  site  of  the  house  of  worship.  He 


also  became  a member  of  the  Elocution  Society ' 
and  Lyceum  established  by  the  young  men  oi 
Meriden  for  their  mutual  improvement.  The 
idea  of  a Supreme  Being  in  the  Elniverse,  and 
his  personal  relations  to  that  Being,  quickened 
his  sensibilities  at  this  early  age,  and  led  him 
into  the  domain  of  religious  thought.  His  par- 
ents were  Orthodox  Congregationalists,  and  he 
was  instructed  in  that  belief,  but  to  him  many 
of  the  tenets  of  that  faith  were  not  satisfactor- 
ily apprehended,  and  they  failed  to  meet  his 
religious  wants.  His  reading  and  reflection  at 
length  resulted  in  his  rejection  of  the  distinc- 
tive teachings  of  John  Calvin  and  the  doctrine  i, 
of  the  Trinity,  and  the  adoption  of  views  sub- ; 
stantially  in  accord  with  those  of  Dr.  William 
Ellery  Channing,  as  set  forth  in  his  published, 
works.  His  conscientiousness  and  habit  oi 
thorough  investigation  had  a marked  effect 
upon  his  subsequent  career.  By  his  industrious 
and  studious  habits,  and  upright  conduct,  he 
won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  employ- , 
ers.  His  clerkship  in  Meriden  was  continued  ’ 
with  Major  Cowles  and  his  successors  in  busi- 
ness, Tibbals,  Bntler  & Co.,  and  Butler,  Lin- 1 
sley  & G>.,  for  a period  of  six  years.  He  was 
thereafter  for  one  year  in  the  employ  of  Gen 
Edwin  R.  Yale,  then  a prominent  manufacturer! 
of  Meriden.  ’< 

In.  the  spring  of  1836  Mr.  Allen  removec  j 
to  New  York  and  entered  the  service  of  Per- 
kins, Hopkins  & White,  wholesale  merchants 
then  extensively  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  job 
bing  business  with  the  South.  He  remainec 
with  that  firm  in  confidential  relations,  through 
a period  of  unusual  instability  and  difficulty  ir 
the  mercantile  affairs  of  the  country,  during  j 
which  time,  by  active  participation  in  the  busi- ; 
ness,  he  gained  valuable  experience  in  laying f 
the  foundation  of  his  future  prosperity.  Upor! 
the  reorganization  of  the  firm,  in  1842,  he  be  j 
came  interested  as  a partner  with  Perkins  &} 
Hopkins,  and  upon  a subsequent  organi- 
zation the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Hop-! 
kins,  Allen  & Co.  It  was  as  a member  0 
this  firm,  whose  high  reputation  was  a fitting 
tribute  to  its  enterprise,  integrity  and  success 
that  he  became  prominently  known  in  the  busij 
ness  world.  His  intercourse  with  the  people  o:! 
the  South  made  him  familiar  with  their  view: 
and  policy  in  reference  to  the  institution  o ' 
slavery,  and,  perceiving  the  growing  antagon- 
ism between  free  and  slave  labor,  which  fore  | 
shadowed  serious  difficulty  to  the  country,  h< 
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resolved  to  withdraw  from  mercantile  business 
(then  conducted  largely  upon  credit)  and  re- 
tire, for  a time,  to  private  life.  He  thereupon 
removed  from  New  York  and  established  his 
home  in  Saybrook,  Conn.  Being  in  active  sym- 
pathy with  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  in  its  efforts  to  maintain  its  integrity, 
and  suppress  the  Rebellion,  he  received  an  un- 
sought nomination  to  represent  the  Nineteenth 
Senatorial  District  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
and  was  elected  in  1863  and  again  in  1864,  and 
in  both  years  was  chairman  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee on  Finance  whose  labors  were  of  the 
highest  importance  in  that  critical  period  of 
public  affairs,  when  Ihe  State  was  raising- 
money  for  the  war. 

The  financial  measures  recommended  by 
that  committee,  and  adopted  by  the  Legislature, 
not  only  enabled  the  State  to  creditably  place 
jits  full  quota  of  men  in  the  field  but  established 
| a policy  in  the  revision  of  the  tax  laws  which 
has  met  the  approval  of  the  people  of  the  State 
for  forty  years,  and  reduced  to  a minimum 
imount  of  public  debt.  The  present  equitable 
nethod  of  taxing  railroad  property,  on  the 
jasis  of  what  it  will  sell  for,  by  which  the 
narket  value  of  its'stock  and  bonds  is  made  the 
neasure  of  value  of  such  property  for  purposes 
>f  taxation,  was  suggested  by  him.  On  June 
7,  1864,  Mr.  Allen  introduced  into>  the  Con- 
lecticut  Legislature  the  first  resolution  in  favor 
)f  the  abolition  of  slaveiy  by  constitutional 
mendment.  Mr.  Allen  was  one  of  the  dele- 
gates from  Connecticut  to  meet  a convention  of 
>yal  Southerners  at  Philadelphia  on  September 
, 1 866,  called  to  give  expression  ter  the  senti- 
lents  of  the  people  in  support  of  Congress 
gainst  the  defection  of  Andrew  Johnson.  Fie 
as  prominent  in  the  movement  that  arrested 
te  ‘‘peace  flag”  heresy  at  Saybrook,  or  the 
using  of  any  flag  not  representing  all  the 
tates  of  the  Union.  Mr.  Allen  was  one  of  the 
ehows  of  Yale  College  while  he  was  senator, 
ie  old  law  being  that  the  six  senior  senators 
ere  members  ex-officio  of  that  corporation. 
1 the  1 laves  Presidential  campaign  of  1876  lie 
as  a Republican  Presidential  elector  for  this 
tate.  In  1867  lie  was  elected  president  of  the 
eoria,  Pekin  & Jacksonville  Railway  Com- 
my,  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  which  position  he 
■Id  in  the  active  administration  of  the  property 
>r  many  years,  during  which  time  that  part  of 
s road  from  the  town  of  Virginia  to  the  city 
Jacksonville  was  constructed.  In  1883  lie 
as  again  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  from  the 
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Twenty-first  District,  formerly  the  Nineteenth 
and  was  made  chairman  of  the  joint  standing 
committee  on  Railroads,  for  which  his  experi- 
ence in  railroad  affairs  eminently  qualified  him. 
During  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  1884 
he  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  commission 
raised  by  the  General  Assembly  to  inaugurate, 
with  appropriate  ceremonies,  the  Gov.  Buck- 
ingham Statue,  which  ceremonies  took  place  on 
the  1 8th  of  June,  1884.  As  such  chairman,  it 
devolved  on  Mr.  Allen  to  introduce  the  speakers 
participating  in  the  exercises  at  the  State 
Capitol.  His  opening  address  upon  that  oc- 
casion is  a matter  of  public  record. 

On  November  jo,  1847,  Mr.  Allen  married 
Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Hon.  Elisha  Phelps, 
of  Simsbury,  Conn.,  whose  father,  Major-Gen. 
Noah  Phelps,  served  in  the  French  and  Indian 
wars,  and  was  a distinguished  officer  of  the 
American  Revolution.  Seven  children  blessed 
that  marriage : Lucy  Phelps,  who  married 

Charles  Leslie  Morgan,  of  Newr  York;  Jane 
Jennett,  who  married  Hon.  William  Hammer- 
sley,  of  Hartford ; Edith  Electa,  who  died  aged 
six  years ; Mary  Constance,  who  married  Ben- 
jamin Knower,  of  New  York;  John  H.;  Will- 
iam Hall ; and  Grace  Electa. 

Mr.  Allen  had  a keen  love  for  the  beautiful 
in  nature,  was  simple  in  his  habits,  thorough  in 
all  matters  of  business,  a man  of  quiet  and  dig- 
nified demeanor,  thoughtful  of  the  wants  of 
others,  zealous  and  earnest  in  his  efforts  to  pro- 
mote the  public  good,  conscientious,  fearless, 
truthful  and  independent. 

J.  D.  SIBLEY,  the  far-famed  architect, 
whose  well-equipped  business  apartments  are 
located  at  No.  72  Church  street,  Middletown, 
Middlesex  county,  is  a native  of  New  ork 
State,  born  September  11,  1833,  at  Gecldes, 
at  that  time  a suburb  of  Syracuse,  now  a part 
of  the  city. 

Asa  Sibley,  his  father,  was  bom  in  Addi- 
son, Vt.,  and  when  a young  man  went  to  New 
York  State,  where  he  married  Miss  Maria 
Austin,  who  was  born  in  the  Mohawk  \ alley, 
N.  Y.  They  had  a family  of  thirteen  children, 
our  subject  being  the  youngest,  but  only  four 
— two  sons  and  two  daughters — reached  adult 
age.  One  sou,  F.liiah  II.,  w’ent  to  Minnesota, 
later  settling  in  Missouri,  where  he  died.  \sa 
Sibley  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  being  pres- 
ent at  the  battles  of  Plattsburg  and  Lake 
Champlain,  lie  died  at  Geddcs,  N.  't  ..  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years. 
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J.  D.  Sibley  - received  a good  common- 
school  education  in  his  native  town,  and  then 
commenced  learning  the  trade  of  carpenter 
there,  his  first  wages  being  $40  per  annum. 
When  he  completed  his  apprenticeship  he  re- 
ceived $1.25  per  day,  the  regular  wage  paid 
to  the  journeyman  carpenters  in  those  days. 
He  continued  at  his  trade  until  1856,  in  which 
year  he  was  appointed  inspector  of  salt  for  the 
State  of  New  York.  In  that  capacity,  with 
headquarters  at  Geddes,  N.  Y.,  he  served  until 
1862,  when  he  removed  to  Rockfall,  Conn., 
having  secured  a position  in  the  musket-lock 
department  manufacturing  Springfield  mus- 
kets, and  for  a time  he  had  charge  of  the  shop 
for  the  owner,  Ira  Johnson. 

In  1864  Mr.  Sibley  made  his  home  in  Mid- 
dletown and  was  first  employed  in  the  gun 
shop  on  Church  street,  where  Remington  car- 
bines were  being  manufactured.  Later  he  was 
employed  as  toolmaker  in  the  Finkle  & Lyons 
sewing  machine  factory.  In  1865  he  became  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Simonds,  Lawfence 
& Co.,  silver  platers,  etc.,  Middletown,  selling- 
out  his  interest  in  that  concern  to  become  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  for  the  Warwick  Tool 
Co.,  Middletown,  at  the  same  time  doing  the 
traveling  and  general  office  work  for  that  firm, 
with  which  he  remained  until  1870.  In  the 
latter  year  he  entered  the  employ  of  Smith  & 
Marble,  contractors  and  builders,  keeping  their 
books,  also  acting  as  their  draughtsman,  and  so 
continued  until  1875,  in  which  year  he  formed 
a partnership  with  Fred  Smith,  the  style  of 
the  firm  being  Sibley  & Smith,  contractors  and 
builders ; however  they  dissolved  partnership 
after  a year.  We  next  find  Mr.  Sibley  in  the 
capacity  of  traveling  salesman  for  G.  I.  Mix 
& Co.,  of  Yalesville,  Conn.,  manufacturers  of 
plated  goods  and  table  cutlery,  his  territory  be- 
ing throughout  the  New  England  States,  and 
as  far  west  as  Ohio.  But  his  health  becoming 
imjpaired  he  retired  froml  that  line  of  business, 
and  in  1878  established  his  present  one.  For 
some  years  in  the  middle  eighties  his  son, 
Howard  A.,  was  associated  with  him  in  the 
business,  the  style  of  the  firm  being  J.  D. 
Sibley  & Son,  but  since  1886,  the  son  having 
retired,  our  subject  has  conducted  it  alone. 
That  he  is  a first-class  architect,  and  the  mas- 
ter of  his  business,  is  evidenced  by  the  class 
of  work  seen  in  the  buildings  he  has  planned 
and  erected,  among  which  may  be  mentioned 
the  handsomie  residence  of  Flenry  Bullard,  on 


Washington  street,  and  that  of  W.  W.  Wilcox,  j 
Jr.,  on  High  street.  Mr.  Sibley  has  made  a 
specialty  of  preparing  general  plans  and  sped-  j, 
fications,  also  superintending  the  erection  of  j 
buildings,  in  which  connection  may  be  men- 
tioned tlie  construction  of  the  Middlesex  Opera 
House,  and  of  several  buildings  belonging  to 
the  Connecticut  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Mid- 
dletown. Gifted  with  unusual  natural  ability  i, 
and  mechanical  skill,  he  is  recognized  as  most 
efficient  in  his  line  of  business,  and  is  a man 
of  unquestioned  integrity,  his  connection  with  1 
the  construction  of  any  building  meaning  hon- 
est wtork,  to*  say  the  least. 

On  December  12,  1858,  J.  D1.  Sibley  mar-  ; 
ried  Miss  Mary  A.  Abell,  a native  of  Con- 
necticut, born  in  North  Franklin,  New  London 
county,  daughter  of  Daniel  Abell.  Mrs.  Sibley  1 
passed  away  March  6,  1898,  in  Middletown. 
Two  children  graced  this  union  : ( 1 ) Howard  ' 
A.,  a graduate  of  Yale  Aft  School,  for  some 
eighteen  months  was  associated  with  his  father 
in  his  business  in  Middletown  (as  already  re- 
lated) ; then  for  three  years  was  an  architect 
in  New  York,  and  also  eleven  years  in  New 
Haven,  but  failing  health  compelled  him  to 
give  up  the  profession  and  he  retired  to  Mid- 
dlefield,  where  lie  now  resides.  He  married  * 
Miss  Jennie  Bailey,  of  Middletown,  and  they  \ 
have  four  children,  Marion  A.,  Jasper  Duncan,  j 
Ruth  and  Elizabeth.  (2) Mary  Bell  died  at-the  j 
age  of  twenty-two  months. 

I11  politics  Mr.  Sibley  has  always  been  a , 
stanch  Republican,  his  first  Presidential  vote  1 
being  cast  from  Fremont.  In  1884-85  he  was  a 
member  of  the  common  council,  having  been 
elected  thereto  without  his  knowledge,  and  he 
performed  the  duties  of  that  office  in  his  cus-  j 
tomary  business-like  mianner.  In  religious  ' 
faith  he  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  ! 
in  which  he  has  held  various  offices,  being  | 
at  present  a deacon  ; for  twenty  years  he  served  | 
as  clerk,  and  for  several  years  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school.  Socially  he  is  J 
a Freemason,  but  is  not  now  identified  with 
any  lodge,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Honor.  As  a man  and  a citizen  he  enjoys 
the  well-earned  confidence  and  esteenr  of  all 
wdio  know  him). 

HON.  WILLIAM  T.  ELMER,  lawyer  j 
and  jurist,  Middletowm,  is  a native  of  the  j 
State  of  New  York,  born  November  6,  1835,. 
and  comes  from  an  old  New  England  family-  1 
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Those  of  the  name — Elmore,  Elmour  and  El- 
mer— are  descended  practically  from  one  com- 
mon ancestor. 

Theodoras  Elmer,  grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  a large  dairy  farmer 
in  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.  By  his  wife,  who 
was  a Miss  Hopkins,  member  of  an  old  Rhode 
Island  family,  he  had  a family  of  eighteen 
children,  whose  posterity  are  scattered  all  over 
the  "Ujnited  States. 

Lebbeus  E.  Elmer,  father  of  William  T., 
was  a pioneer  merchant  and  prominent  citizen 
of  Rome,  N.  Y.,  and  served  as  United  States 
marshal.  He  was  a successful  man,  and  was 
regarded  as  one  of  the  best  of  citizens.  Tie 
lived  to  be  eightv-one  years  of  age.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a Whig  and  Republican,  in  relig- 
ion a prominent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  of  which  for  half  a century  he  was 
trustee,  and  fraternally  he  was  a Chapter  Ma- 
son. In  1833  he  married  Charlotte  Mudge, 
a native  of  Rome,  N.  Y.,  where  she  is  now- 
living  at  a ripe  old  age,  and  six  children  were 
born  to  them,  of  whom  one  son  (our  subject) 
and  three  daughters  lived  to  adult  age. 

Judge  Elmer  received  the  benefit  of  a good 
education,  in  part  at  the  common  schools,  in 
part  at  Rome  (N.  Y. ) Academy,  after  which 
he  entered  Wesleyan  University,  at  Midclle- 
■ town,  Conn.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1857.  He  also  spent  one  year 
in  his  father's  store.  During  one  year  he 
. studied  law  at  the  University  Law  School, 
Albany,  X.  Y.,  and  then  entered  the  law  of- 
fice of  Wells  & Strong,  of  Hartford,  and  in 
i860  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  that  city. 
Jn  the  following  year  hel  practiced  law  at 
Suffield,  Conn.,  succeeding  Calvin  W.  Philo, 
a noted  lawyer  and  literary  man,  and  imme- 
diately thereafter  opened  a law  office  in  Middle- 
town,  Conn.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  that 
city  he  took  an  active  part  in  politics  as  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  in  1863  he  was  ap- 
pointed State’s  attorney,  an  incumbency  he 
filled  until  1875.  In  1883  he  was  reappointed 
to  the  office,  and  served  the  State  in  that  ca- 
pacity until  his  election  to  the  Superior  Court 
Bench.  In  1863-64  he  was  clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  in  1865-66  w as  Judge 
of  Probate,  also  clerk  of  the  State  Senate;  in 
1873  was  elected  Senator  for  the  old 
Eighteenth  District.  In  1876-77  Judge  Elmer 
wrved  as  tnfctyor  of  Middletown;  and  in  1880, 
upon  its  organization,  he  became  Judge  of 


the  City  Court,  serving  four  years.  He  was 
a member  of  the  State  convention  that  nomi- 
nated his  fellow  townsman,  O.  Vincent  Coffin, 
for  Governor,  and  aided  materially  in  his  elec- 
tion. That  same  fall,  at  the  request  of  his 
party,  he  became  a candidate  for  the  State 
Legislature,  was  elected  by  a large  majority, 
and  was  made  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  com- 
mittee, becoming  leader  of  the  House.  In 
March,  1895,  Hon.  William  T.  Elmer  was 
elected  unanimously  to  the  Superior  Court 
Bench,  by  the  Legislature,  an  action  that  re- 
ceived universal  approval  throughout  the  State, 
and  he  has  proven  himself  one  of  the  most 
popular  judges  on  that  Bench.  As  a lawyer 
he  was  successful,  and  his  efforts,  both  as  a 
lawyer  and  as  a judge,  have  ever  been  char- 
acterized by  energy  and  determination  along 
the  lines  of  justice  and  right. 

On  May  21,  1862,  Judge  Elmer  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  L.  Camp, 
who  was  born  December  13,  1837,  in  Middle- 
town,  daughter  of  William  Smithson  and  Mar- 
garet (Cook)  Camp,  a sketch  of  whom  ap- 
pears elsewhere.  Four  children  have  blessed 
this  union,  a brief  record  of  whom  is  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Margaret  Camp,  born  April  7, 

1863,  died  unmarried  October  29,  1892.  (2) 

j Charlotte  Madge,  born  October  7,  1864,  at- 
! tended  St.  Margaret’s  School,  Waterburv ; she 
is  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  J.  Eldred  Brown,  rec- 
tor of  Trinity  Church,  Norwich,  Conn.,  a grad- 
uate of  Trinity  College  and  Berkeley  Divinity 
School,  and  they  have  three  children,  Cather- 
ine E.,  Thomas  and  Dorothy.  (3)  Annie 
Avery,  born  June  5,  1869,  was  educated  in 
Middletown;  she  married  Dr.  Howard  H. 
Hawxhurst,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Catherine.  (4)  Avery  Theo- 
dore, born  September  20.  1879,  is  a graduate 
of  Montclair  Military  Academy,  and  attended 
Yale  Law  School,  from  which  he  received  his 
degree  in  June,  iqoj,  when  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar.  Mrs.  Elmer  is  a member  of  Wads- 
! worth  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  and  is  ex-treasurer  of  same:  was 
| president  of  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary  of  the  Y. 
Ml.  C.  A.,  declining  re-election,  and  has  been 
secretary  of  the  Orphans’  Home  Society,  in 
fact,  in  all  charitable  and  benevolent  work  she 
is  most  prominent. 

Judge  Elmer  has  ever  taken  a deep  inter- 
est in  educational  matters,  and  has  done  much 
toward  bringing  the  schools  of  Middletown 
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up  to  their  present  high  standing,  and  benefited 
thenr  in  many  ways.  For  many  years  he  was 
a member  of  the  board  of  education,  and  for 
several  years  was  its  president.  Fraternally 
he  is  a member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  F.  & A. 
M.,  and  white  attending  college  was  affiliated 
with  the  “Mystic  Seven,”  whose  membership 
included  Bishops  Ninde  and  Andrews,  and 
President  Warren,  of  Boston  University. 

BACON.  One  of  the  oldest  and  most 
numerous  families  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  is 
the  Bacon  family,  which  dates  back  to  the  very 
earliest  settlers,  and  which  has  given  to  the 
town  many  of  her  best  citizens. 

Nathaniel  Bacon  was  the  progenitor  of  the 
family  in  Middletown.  The  home  of  the  first 
of  this  family  was  at  the  head  of  Main  street, 
and  there  the  descendants  lived  for  several  gen- 
erations after,  some  of  the  property  once  owned 
by  the  progenitor.  Nathaniel,  being  in  the  pos- 
session of  some  members  of  the  family. 

William  Bacon,  of  the  parish  of  Stretton, 
County  of  Rutland,  England,  was  born  about 
1608,  and  married  and  settled  there,  where  he 
reared  a numerous  family.  His  eldest  child 
was  Nathaniel,  who  emigrated  to  New  Eng- 
land about  1648-49.  It  does  not  appear  on  rec- 
ord whom  William  Bacon  married.  This  same 
William  had  two  brothers,  namely.  Andrew, 
who  came  to  Hartford  in  1635,  and  later  went 
to  Hadley,  where  he  died  October  4,  1669.  His 
wife  was  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Timothy  Stanley, 
to  whom  he  was  married  in  England.  She  had 
three  children  by  her  former  husband,  but  none 
by  Andrew  Bacon,  and  she  died  in  Hartford, 
February  23,  1679,  aged  seventy-one  years. 
The  younger  brother  was  Henry  Bacon,  who 
married  at  Stretton,  England,  and  had  one  son, 
Thomas,  who  settled  on  the  Island  of  Barba- 
does.  West  Indies,  where  he  died  unmarried. 

Nathaniel  Bacon,  the  progenitor  of  the  fam- 
ily. was  born  about  1630,  in  the  town  of  Stret- 
ton Rutland,  England,  and  after  emigrating  to 
America  he  first  settled  in  Hartford,  Conn., 
residing  there  with  his  uncle  Andrew  Bacon. 
In  the  fall  of  1650,  Nathaniel  Bacon  joined  a 
company  for  planting  Mattabessett  (Middle- 
town),  and  became  one  of  the  prominent  men 
of  the  Colony  in  later  years.  He  was  an  in- 
fluential citizen  and  a large  land  owner.  On 
the  death  of  his  uncle  Andrew,  he  came  by  vir- 
tue of  the  will,  into  possession  of  no  little  prop- 


erty, which  became  still  greater  by  the  death, 
in  T679,  of  Elizabeth  Bacon,  his  uncle’s 
widow,  who  had  a life  interest  in  her  husband’s  ' 
property.  Nathaniel  Bacon  was  twice  mar- 
ried, first  to  Ann  Miller,  who  died  July  6,  1680. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Thomas  Miller  Sr.,  who  , 
came  from  Rowley,  Mass.,  to  Middletown,  in 
the  early  days  of  the  latter  Colony.  There  were 
ten  children  born  to  this  marriage,  among 
whom  were:  Nathaniel,  born  in  1653,  died  |. 

April  8.  1655;  Hannah,  born  April  14,  1655,  ' 
married  in  October,  1677,  John  Boame,  and 
had  six  children ; Andrew,  born  February  14, 
1657,  died  July  5,  1662  ; Thomas,  born  July  20, 
1659,  about  1690  removed  to  Simsbury,  Conn., 
where  he  married  and  had  a family;  John,  born 
March  14,  1662,  on  November  26,  1689,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Whetmore;  Mary,  born  April  7, 
1664,  married  Samuel  Whetmore  December  13, 
1687.  and  had  eight  children.  For  his  second 
wife  Nathaniel  Bacon  married,  April  16,  1682, 
Elizabeth  Pierpont.  The  will  of  Nathaniel 
Bacon  was  dated  February  24,  1698,  and  he 
died  January  27,  1705.  He  was  probably  the 
ancestor  of  most  of  the  name  in  the  State. 

John  Bacon,  son  of  Nathaniel,  was  born 
at  MEddletown.  March  14,  1662,  and  settled  , 
on  his  father’s  homestead  as  a farmer.  By  his  , 
father’s  will  he  secured  the  new.  house  and 
eleven  acres  of  the  homestead,  and  also  one- 
half  of  the  land  in  Hartford  which  his  father 
had  inherited  from  Ahdrew  Bacon,  and  other 
property  including  a mill.  On  November  26, 
1689,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Whetmore, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Thomas  and  Sarah  Whet- 
more, of  Middletown.  An  odd  anomaly  is 
presented  in  these  two  families  (those  of  Na- 
thaniel Bacon  and  Deacon  Thomas  Whetmore),  . 
by  the  marriage  of  three  of  Nathaniel  Bacon's 
sons,  to  three  of  Deacon  Thomas  Whetmpre’s 
daughters,  and  two1  of  Deacon  Whetmore’s 
sons  toi  twO'  of  Nathaniel  Bacon's  daughters, 
thus  making  double  cousins  of  thirty-two  chil- 
dren by  those  five  marriages.  The  children 
born  to  John  and  Sarah  (Whetmore)  Bacon  j 
were  as  follows : Sarah,  who  was  baptized 

September  14,  1690,  died  in  infancy;  Twins, 
who  died  unnamed  on  day  of  birth ; Daniel, 
Who  was  baptized  August  26,  1694,  died  in 
infancy;  John,  born  January  30,  1695,  mar- 
ried Sarah  White;  Sarah  (2),  who  was  born 
September  14,  1696,  married  June  3,  1708, 
Nathaniel  Brown,  and  had  one  daughter 
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Sarah  (born  March  14,  1710),  who  died  in 
infancy;  and  two  children  who  died  in  infancy. 
Sarah  ( Whetmbre)  Bacon,  wife  of  Elder  John 
Bacon,  died  February  14,  1698,  and  is  buried 
in  the  old  cemetery,  northeast  of  the  center  at 
the  head  of  Main  Street,  in  Middletown,  and 
there  her  husband,  Elder  John,  is  also  buried, 
Elder  John  Bacon  married  for  his  second  wife, 
on  April  13,  1710,  Mhry,  the  widow  of  Jacob 
Cornwall  and  daughter  of  Ensign  Nathaniel 
White.  This  wife  died  November  16,  1732, 
aged  seventy-three  years.  Elder  John  Bacon 
died  November  4,  1732,  in  his  seventy-first 
year.  His  will  was  dated  October  30,  1732, 
in  which  it  was  mentioned  that  his  wife  MUry 
\\Has  to  have  what  she  brought,  with  the  use  of 
die  home  and  garden;  Daughter  Sarah  was 
.0  have  the  pewterware,  which  was  her 
mother’s,  ‘‘Sarah,  my  wife,”  and  the  land  next 
;o  her  husband's  Nathaniel  Brown;  Son  John 
,vas  to  have  the  remainder  of  the  estate. 

Lieut.  John  Bacon,  son  of  Elder  John,  was 
jorn  January  30,  1695,  in  Middletown,  Conn. 
As  the  only  surviving  son  he  inherited  the 
greater  portion  oT  the  estate  and  became  ulti- 
mately a large  property  holder.  On  March  5, 
719,  lie  married  Sarah  White  of  Upper  Mid- 
lletown  (now1  Cornwall),  daughter  of  Joseph 
.nd  Mary  White.  The  children  of  Lieut.  John 
vere  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Sarah,  who  was  born 

anuary  31,  1720,  May  4,  1757,  married  John 
Vhetmore.  (2)  John,  who  was  born  April 
1,  1723,  married  Rhoda  Gould,  of  Cromwell, 
lonn.,  and  settled  in  Westfield,  Conn ; his  sec- 
nd  wife  was  Molly  Ely,  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  but 
is  children  were  all  born  of  the  first  marriage, 
lis  second  son  John,  born  January  22,  1751, 
.as  the  grandfather  of  Curtiss  Bacon  ( de- 
ceased), of  Middletown,  whose  sketch  appears 
Isewhere.  (3)  Jerusha,  who  was  born  Octo- 
er  25,  1724,  married  Nehemiah  Donne,  on 
lay  19,  1742,  and  had  nine  children.  (4) 
larv,  who  was  born  January  12,  1 727.  (5) 

oseph  was  born  Mlay  11,  1728.  (6)  Miartha, 

ho  Was  born  September  14,  1729,  on  June 
6,  1748,  married  Fermor  Ward,  and  had  three 
liklren.  (7)  Ebenezer,  'born  February  4, 
731,  on  May  2 2,  1766,  married  Millicent 
romwell ; they  had  no  children.  (8)  Abigail. 
>rn  July  21,  1732,  married  (first)  Joseph 
hnnih,  and  (second)  Ebenezer  Hough,  and 
id  one  child.  (9)  Sybil,  born  February  19, 
734,  died  April  24,  1734.  (10)  Sybil  (2) 
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born  August  17,  1735,  married  February  3, 
1 757,  Daniel  Knowles,  and  (second)  a Air. 
Norton.  And  (11)  Dorcas,  who  was  born 
November  25,  1736,  married  Luke  Osborn, 
an  Englishman,  who  settled  at  Blandford, 
Mass.,  in  1772;  they  had  no  children.  Lieut. 
John  Bacon  was  a man  whose  property  was 
sufficient  to  enable  him  to  give  his  seven  daugh- 
ters each  a farm;  his  sons  no'  doubt  received 
double  portions  as  was  customary  in  those 
days.  He  died  August  8,  1781. 

Joseph  Bacon,  son  of  Lieut.  John,  was  born 
in  Middletown  and  settled  on  the  old  home- 
stead of  his  ancestors,  on  North  Main  Street. 
He  was  twice  married.  On  April  30,  1752, 
he  married  Elizabeth  Miller,  born  December 
10,  1732,  daughter  of  Ichabod  and  Alary 
(Elton)  Miller.  She  died  September  2,  1752. 
On  November  27,  1760,  Joseph  Bacon  married 
(second)  Rhoda  Plumb,  born  May  1,  1738, 
daughter  of  Waitstill  John  Plumb.  The  chil- 
dren of  this  mlarriage  were:  (1)  Joseph,  Jr., 

born  October  26,  1761,  in  September,  1782, 
mjarried  Miss  Eleanor  Loomis,  who  bore  five 
children,  as  follows : Clarissa,  October  22, 

1783  ; Mary,  October  26,  1785;  Martha,  No- 
vember 12,  1787,  Joseph,  March  22,  1790; 
and  Martha  (2),  December  13,  1791.  Joseph, 
Jr.,  died  at  sea,  in  December,  1794:  his  widow, 
Eleanor,  lived  to  be  ninety-one  years  old.  (2) 
William,  January  27,  1764,  married  Bathsheba 
Cook,  of  Middletown,  and  removed  to  Whites- 
tovvn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1841  ; his  chil- 
dren were  Joseph,  William  and  Samuel,  and 
several  daughters.  (3)  Isaac,  born  Mjay  30, 
1766,  married  Dorothy  Stow,  of  Middletown, 
born  Dec.  14,  1765,  and  she  died  September 
13,  1836.  (4)  Elizabeth,  born  August  23, 

1768,  (lied  October  2,  1773.  (3)  Samuel  was 

born  in  1772.  (6)  Capt.  John  was  born  in 

1 776.  (7)  Ebenezer,  born  December  14.  1780, 
died  August  28,  1783.  (8)  Elizabeth  (2), 

! baptized  June  30,  1782,  died  March  15.  1844, 
unmarried.  Joseph  Bacon  died  December  26, 

I 1 785,  aged  fifty-seven  vears.  1 1 is  wife  Rhoda 
died  December  22,  1823,  aged  eighty-five 
years. 

Isaac  Bacon,  son  of  Joseph,  inherited  a 
portion  of  the  old  homestead  on  North  Main 
Street  where  he  settled  and  lived  to  the  age  of 
ninety  years,  dying  March  3,  183ft.  chil- 
; dren  were:  (1)  Lois,  born  March  12,  178ft, 

married  Joseph  Bement.  a ropemaker,  the  lmsi- 
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ness  being  a profitable  one  at  that  time.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  died  in  Middletown.  Their 
children  who  grew  to  adult  age  were,  Josqdi, 
Charles,  Celia,  Mjary,  Sarah  and  Samuel.  (2) 
A|masa,  born  May  3,  1788,  married  Betsey 
Foster,  and  died  in  1841.  By  trade  he  was  a 
cabinetmaker,  although  at  one  time  a farmer, 
and  later  he  engaged  in  trucking.  All  his  life 
was  passed  in  Middletown.  His  children  were, 
Harriet,  Alfred,  Jeanette,  Capt.  Charles  (horn 
December  17,  1815),  Mary,  Willard  and 

Sarah.  (3)  Esther,  born  February  12,  1790, 
married  William  Sumner,  and  lived  to  old  age 
in  Middletown;  her  two  children  were,  Augus- 
tus and  Hulda.  (4)  A daughter,  born  in  Jan- 
uary, 1792,  died  in  April  following.  (5) 
Charlotte,  born  March  2,  1793,  married  in  mid- 
dle life,  a Mr.  Abbee,  of  Portland,  and  died 
in  Middletown,  leaving  no  children.  (6) 
Sally,  born  October  28,  1794,  married  John 
Butler,  a joiner  and  trucker,  of  Mjiddletown. 
(7)  Samuel,  born  March  28,  1796,  died  March 
5,  1805.  (8)  Caroline  married  Albert  Tal- 

madge,  of  Stamford,  and  had  two  children, 
Albert  and  Caroline.  ( 9)  Jefferson,  born  April 
1,  1802,  was  twice  married,  (first)  on  August 
18,  1829,  to  Sarah  Waterbury,  of  Darien, 
Conn.,  who  died  April  26,  1834,  in  Middle- 
town,  and  (second),  July  9,  1837,  to  Jerusha 
Caswell,  of  South  Glastonbury,  who  died  July 
5,  1889.  He  died  December  19,  1877.  For 
years  lie  was  a business  man  in  Middletown 
and  left  at  death  a good  estate.  His  son 
Wallace  K.  is  elsewhere  mentioned.  (10) 
Albert,  born  in  1804,  died  in  1823,  at  that  time 
being  a successful  teacher  and  young  man  of 
promise.  (11)  George,  born  December  25, 
1806,  died  June  9,  1898,  in  New  Jersey.  For 
years  he  carried  on  a tannery  in  Middletown. 
Plis  family  consisted  of  three  daughters  and 
two  sons,  one  of  the  latter  dying  in  infancy. 
(12)  Samuel  and  (13)  Elizabeth,  twins,  born 
in  1809,  of  whonn  the  former  died  in  Middle- 
town,  May  22,  1871,  leaving  children  as  fol- 
lows: Benare,  a conductor  on  the  New  York, 

New  Haven  & Hartford  railway,  resides  in 
New  Haven;  Thomias  resides  in  New  Britain; 
Jane,  married  George  N.  Moses,  and  is  now 
deceased;  and  Julia  is  Mrs.  Gen.  Charles  Gra- 
ham, of  Middletown.  The  latter,  Elizabeth, 
died  July  10,  i860,  unmarried. 

John  Bacon,  the  fifth  son  of  Joseph  and 


Rhoda  Bacon,  Was  born  at  Middletown,  i: 
1776,  and,  inheriting  a portion  of  the  homo 
stead,  he  settled  there,  although  for  a numbe*' 
of  years  he  followed  the  sea  in  the  coastin  j 
trade.  His  death  occurred  in  Middletowi  [ 
March  8,  1837,  and  he  was  buried  in  Moi-k 
timer  cemetery.  He  first  married  Olive  Ward 
by  whom  he  had  six  children,  three  of  whoi 
died  in  childhood,  those  reaching  adult  agj 
being:  Horace,  Leverett  and  Olive.  (ij, 

Horace,  born  about  1794,  lived  in  Middle  r 
town,  became  a sea  faring  man,  and  died  Nc 
vernier  10,  1840;  he  married  Delia  Johnsorj 
and  was  paternal  grandfather  of  Clarence  E 
Bhcon,  an  attorney  of  Middletown,  whos 
sketch  is  found  elsewhere.  (2)  Leverett  wa 
father  of  Hon.  John  W.  Bacon,  of  Danbury 
Conn.,  and  he  died  in  Hartford.  (3)  Oliv 
married  Seth  Turner  and  removed  to1  Ashta 
bula,  Ohio-,  where  she  died.  Olive  (Ward  ' 
Bacon  died  June  19,  1805,  aged  thirty-twx 
years.  On  November  22,  1811,  John  Bacon 
married  (second)  Mvirtha  Bates,  of  Darien 
Conn.,  who  died  January  5,  1854,  aged  sixty  1 
four  years.  Their  children,  seven  in  number  * 
were:  (1)  Ejmily,  born  February  14,  1813 
died  in  her  house  on  the  northeast  corner  0: 
Grand  and  High  Streets,  in  Middletown,  July, 
3,  1890.  She  married  (first)  James  Jackson 
and  had  one  son.  Andrew  (1836-1858).,  anc 
(second)  Oliver  Ambler  of  Danbury,  Conn., 
and  (third)  Frank  P.  Ambler,  of  Trumbull 
Conn.  (2)  John  Plumb,  born  June  11,  1 814 
married  May  14,  1S38,  Sarah  E.  Southmayd 
born  March  4,  1819,  by  whom  he  had  five  sons. 
John  Buckley,  Conrad  G.,  Ernest,  Sherman 
M.  and  Augustus  S.  He  died  in  Middletown.: 
November  26,  1898,  a prominent  and  esteemed} 
citizen;  for  years  he  was  selectman  in  the  city 
and  was  vice-president  of  the  Middletown! 
Savings  Bank.  ITis  widow  lives  in  Middle- f 
town.  (3)  Lewis  S.  B.,  born  January  4,  1816, 
died  December  15,  1863.  On  November  20, j 
1843,  he  married  Harriet  M.  Arnold,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children:  bliss  Wilhelmina  lives | 

at  Lockport,  N.  Y. ; Ella  married  Edwin, 
Carey  and  removed  to  Lockport ; and  Lewis  | 
B.  married  Elizabeth  Parson  Canfield  and  lives! 
at  South  Farms.  (4)  Joseph,  born  October | 
22,  1817,  died  September  14,  1859.  He  w'asf 
twice  married,  (first)  on  July  9,  1837,  to | 
Maria  Babcock,  born  in  1820,  died  November: 
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20,  1842,  daughter  of  Samuel  Babcock,  and 
(second)  to  Esther  Ml  Treat,  born  January 
22,  1822,  and  died  February  11,  1897.  The 
children  of  the  first  marriage  were : Adelaide, 
Sarah  E.  and  Joseph  Edgar,  and  of  the  sec- 
ond marriage:  Dam|on  P.,  Esther  ML,  James 

B.  and  Maria.  (5)  William,  born  May  25, 
1819,  inherited  part  of  his  father's  homestead, 
and  for  thirty-seven  years  engaged  in  the  mar- 
ket business,  in  Middletown,  a part  of  the 
time  in  partnership  with  his  brother  John  P., 
and  being  succeeded  by  his  son-in-law  William 
Jamieson.  He  was  married  February  6,  1844, 
to  Elizabeth  M'.  Stow,  born  June  10,  1821, 
in  Southington,  Conn.,  daughter  of  John  and 
Harriet  M.  (Clark)  Stow,  who  bore  him  four 
daughters:  Emma  E.,  born  May  28,  1846, 

resides  in  Middletown;  Elizabeth  ML,  born 
October  19,  1847,  Carried  William  Jamieson 
and  resides  in  Middletown;  Mjartha  A.,  born 
September  10,  1853,  died  December,  1854.; 
Martha  Bates,  born  May  15,  1857,  married 
October  23,  1877,  Evelyn  B.  Strong,  and  they 
reside  in  Middletown  also.  William  Bacon 
died  September  18,  1894,  and  his  wife  died 
March  29,  1895,  they  having  been  permitted 
to  celebrate  their  Golden  Wedding.  (6)  Rich- 
ard, born  November  14,  1820,  died  November 
22,  1822.  (7)  Martha,  born  June  7,  1822, 

died  in  1897,  in  Danbury,  Conn.  She  first 
married  William  HJ  Pryor,  by  whom  she  had 
two  children,  Hattie,  who-  died  young;  and 
E.  Selena,  who  married  Joseph  Young,  of 
Danbury,  Conn.,  and  had  two  children,  Martha 
and  Frank.  Martha  married,  second,  Dr.  Sam- 
uel Richardson,  by  whom  she  had  no  children. 
After  the  death  of  Dr.  Richardson,  M*rs.  Rich- 
ardson married  Granville  Ambler,  and  be- 
.'umie  (lie  mother  of  twin  daughters. 

HON.  JULIUS  HOTCHKISS  (de- 
based) was  a conspicuous  and  prominent  citi- 
zen of  Middlesex  county,  Conn.,  who  began 
luhlic  life  with  no  other  capital  than  a robust 
•onstitution,  an  honest  heart  and  an  indomit- 
ible  will.  Coming  from  an  honorable  line  of 
mcestors,  Julius  Hotchkiss  did  them  credit. 

I lie  early  records  of  the  American  branch 
>f  the  I lotchkiss  family  tell  of  Samuel,  who 
ame  from  Essex,  England,  and  located  at  New 
laven  as  early  as  1641,  a year  later  marrying 
dizabeth  Cleverly.  He  died  in  M ii >3.  His  son 
oshua,  born  in  1651,  married  Mary  Hotch- 


kiss, and  at  his  death  left  a son  Stephen,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Sperry  in  1704  and  two 
years  later  settled  in  the  parish  of  Cheshire, 
Wallingford,  where  he  died  in  1755.  Capt. 
Gideon  Hotchkiss,  his  son,  was  born  in  1716, 
and  in  1737  married  Anna  Brockett.  After 
her  death  he  married  Mabel  Stiles,  of  South- 
bury.  In  1736  he  located  on  a farm  in  Water- 
bury.  Capt.  Gideon  was  one  of  those  who  es- 
tablished the  Congregational  Church  at  Pros- 
pect, then  Columbia,  and  was  a leading  citizen 
of  his  day,  serving  in  the  French  and  Revolu- 
tionary wars.  He  died  in  1807. 

Amos  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Capt.  Gideon,  was 
born  in  1751.  In  1772  he  married  Abigail, 
daughter  of  Ephraim  Scott,  and  his  son  Wood- 
ward became  the  father  of  Hon.  Julius  Hotch- 
kiss. Woodward  Hotchkiss  was  born  Octo- 
ber 19,  1773,  and  on  April  2,  1797,  married 
Polly,  daughter  of  Capt.  Phineas  Castle.  They 
resided  in  Prospect.  The  children  of  this  union 
were:  Castle,  born  in  1798,  went  to  Califor- 

nia, but  returned  to  Connecticut  and  spent  his 
last  days  in  Prospect;  Rhoda,  born  in  1803, 
married  a Mr.  Benham ; Polly,  born  in  1805, 
married  John  Norton;  William  was  born  in 
1800;  Julius,  our  subject,  was  born  July  11, 
1810;  Albert:  Sarah  was  born  in  181S. 

Julius  Hotchkiss,  the  immediate  subject 
of  these  lines,  received  his  primary  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  later  enjoyed  a short 
term  at  the  academy,  easily  outstripping  youths 
of  his  own  age  in  his  classes,  but  early  leaving- 
school  and  passing  into  active  business  life, 
earning  his  start  in  life  from  his  savings  ac- 
cumulated when  he  was  a traveling  salesman. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  on 
April  29,  183.2,  at  Oxford,  Conn..  Miss  Melissa 
Perkins,  of  Oxford,  becoming  his  wife.  Mrs. 
Hotchkiss  was  horn  April  21,  1810,  a daughter 
of  Enoch  and  Annie  ( Riggs)  Perkins,  farming 
people,  and  was  a woman  of  rare  judgment, 
whose  advice  was  frequently  asked  by  her  hus- 
band. While  Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  extensively 
engaged  in  business  enterprises  his  wife  was 
one  of  his  best  friends  and  advisers,  upon  whom 
he  relied  in  all  his  complicated  operations,  her 
quick  mind  seeing  a way  to  the  accomplishment 
of  ends.  The  children  of  this  union  were: 
Cornelia  Augusta,  horn  July  0,  1835,  a resi- 
dent of  Middletown;  Minnie  Amelia,  born 
March  1,  1842,  who  was  married  October  19. 
1865,  to  Hon.  C.  G.  R.  Yinal,  a resident  of 
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Middletown;  Marian,  born  December  14,  1843, 
who  married  Martin  A.  Knapp  (Judge  Knapp 
is  chairman  of  the  Inter-State  Commerce  Com- 
mission, and  they  reside  either  in  Washington, 
D.  C..  or  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.)  ; Julia  Frances, 
born  February  7,  1848,  who  resides  on  the  old 
homestead,  in  Middletown ; and  Frederick 
Charles,  born  March  24,  1857.  Mr.  Hotch- 
kiss died  December  23,  1879,  his  widow  sur- 
viving until  June  25,  1892,  both  are  buried  in 
Pine  Grove  cemetery  in  Middletown. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  Mr.  Hotchkiss  be- 
gan the  life  of  a teacher  in  his  native  village, 
soon  afterward  finding  an  opportunity  to  rep- 
resent a business  house  upon  the  road.  He  con- 
tinued that  occupation  for  several  years,  later 
opening  up  a store  in  Birmingham,  where  he 
developed  a successful  business,  but  five  years 
later  he  returned  to  Waterbury.  From  1846 
to  1856  he  was  a member  of  the  firm  of  Plotch- 
kiss  & Merriman,  which  firm  was  incorporated 
in  1843  as  Hotchkiss  & Merriman  Com- 
pany, afterward  the  Suspender  Company,  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  webbing 
and  suspenders.  In  1853,  when  Waterbury 
had  become  a city,  Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  nomi- 
nated by  both  parties  for  mayor,  receiving  the 
unanimous  vote,  and  was  the  first  mayor  of 
that  city. 

In  1854  Mr.  Hotchkiss  bought  the  William 
B.  Scovill  homestead,  and  on  the  adjoining  lot 
erected  a large  three-story  brick  building  which 
was  long  known  as  the  Hotchkiss  block,  and  is 
now  called  the  Irving  block.  Among  the  pub- 
lic enterprises  in  which  he  was  interested  while 
he  lived  in  Waterbury  was  the  establishment  of 
Riverside  cemetery.  In  1857,  having  disposed 
of  his  interest  in  the  Suspender  Company,  Mr. 
Hotchkiss  removed  to  Middletown,  and  ac- 
quired  a large  interest  in  the  Russell  Manu- 
facturing Company,  of  which  he  was  for  some 
years  the  efficient  manager.  In  politics  he  was 
an  Old-line  Whig,  but  on  the  dissolution  ■ of 
that  party  he  joined  the  Democratic  ranks  and 
became  an  active  partisan.  In  1867,  during 
President  Johnson’s  administration,  he  was 
elected  as  representative  of  the  Second  Con- 
gressional District  of  Connecticut,  and  filled  a 
seat  in  the  XLth  Congress.  In  1870  he  was 
chosen  lieutenant  governor,  this  last  honor 
closing  his  public  career.  Thenceforth  he  de- 
voted his  time  to  reading  and  study,  his  large 
and  comprehensive  library  affording  him  ample 
opportunity  for  such  enjoyment. 


During  a large  part  of  his  life  Mr.  Hotch- 
kiss was  a member  of  the  New  or  Swedenbor- 
gian  Church.  His  mother  was  a devout  mem-  ' 
her  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  the  home  life 
was  conducted  with  the  strict  religious  customs 
and  practices  of  that  denomination.  Mr. 
Hotchkiss  was  a man  of  wide  charities,  never 
boastful,  ever  ready  to  assist  those  in  need. 
One  of  the  prime  movers  in  locating  the  hos- 
pital at  Middletown,  he  was  deeply  interested  1 
in  it  and  worked  hard  for  its  success,  serving  ■ 
as  trustee  for  years  and  was  a member  of  its 
first  board. 

The  home  at  Middletown  now  occupied  by  ' 
Mr.  Hotchkiss’  daughter  was  built  in  1864,  and 
although  highly  regarded  at  that  time  was  re- 
modeled and  modernized  in  1896  by  the  present 
occupant,  who'  is  a cultured  and  talented  lady, 
socially  prominent  in  Middletown,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  D.  A.  R.  1 

CAPT1  EZRA  STANNARD,  an  old  resi-  j| 
dent,  and  one  of  the  most  respected  of  the 
town  of  .Westbrook,  was  born  March  20,  1802,  1 
and  died  November  27,  1888. 

The  Captain's  line  of  descent  is  from  Jo- 
seph Stannard,  who  was  an  early  settler  in 
Haddam,  Conn.,  where  he  was  proposed  for  a 
freeman  in  1669.  His  children  were  : Joseph, 
Samuel,  William  and  John. 

(II)  John  Stannard,  son  of  Joseph,  was  | 

twice  married.  He  had  several  children  by 
his  first  wife,  one  of  whom  was  his  son  John. 
He  married,  second,  in  1717,  Hannah  Jordan, 
widow  of  Samuel  Bates,  and  to  this  marriage  i 
four  children  were  born : Elizabeth,  Lydia,  j 

Sarah  and  Mary. 

(III)  John  Stannard  (2)  (son  of  John)  i 

and  his  wife  had  children : Peter,  Mary,  John  j 

and  Rachel. 

(IV ) John  Stannard  (3),  son  of  John  (2), 
and  the  grandfather  of  Capt.  Ezra,  lived  in 
Westbrook.  He  and  his  wife  Lydia  had  chil- 
dren ; Phoebe,  John,  Job  Iv.,  Lydia,  Hannah, 
Phoebe  (2),  Jacob,  Rachel  and  Abel. 

(V)  Job  K.  Stannard,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  October  20,  1761,  and  died 
May  1 6,  1842.  He  was  married  May  3,  1790, 
to  Sybil  Kelsey,  who  was  born  August  21, 
1766,  daughter  of  Russell  Kelsey.  She  died 
February  14,  1840.  To  M!r.  and  Mrs.  Job 
K.  Stannard  came  the  following  children : Job, 
born  February  25,  1791,  died  February  5> 
1792.  Sybil,  born  August  15,  1793,  died  Feb- 
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ruary  17,  1859;  she  married  William  Lay,  of 
Westbrook.  Lydia,  born  December  6,  1795, 
died  March  17,  1796.  Job  K.,  bom  January 
24,  1797,  died  September  17,  1827.  Edward, 
born  February  6,  1800,  died  May  21,  1854. 
Ezra,  bom  March  20,  1802,  died  November 
27,  1888.  Abel,  born  July  8,  1804,  died  Au- 
gust 21,  1829.  Charles,  born  October  3,  1806, 
died  September  24,  1826.  Lydia,  born  Octo- 
ber 8,  1808,  died  January  26,  1887;  slie  mar- 
ried E.  C.  Scranton,  of  New  Haven.  Benja- 
min, born  August  5,  1811,  died  May  21,  1873. 

Capt.  Ezra  Stannard  enjoyed  the  advan- 
ages  of  only  a common  school  education.  He 
vas  a natural  mechanic,  displaying  aptitude  in 
hat  line  from  early  youth.  His  choice  of 
pursuits  was  the  construction  of  vessels,  which 
-ailing  he  followed  assiduously  at  his  native 
dace,  Westbrook.  One  of  the  finest  of  his 
construction  was  the  “Juliette,”  named  after 
iis  wife.  He  was  a man  of  superior  judg- 
ment in  matters  pertaining  to  mechanics,  and 
was  often  a criterion  among  others  for  deter- 
mining the  character  and  quality  of  things. 

■ apt.  Stannard  was  not  only  a good  ship- 
uilder,  but  also  a master  seaman,  and  he  was 
1 the  merchant  service  for  many  years.  He 
•as  a good  financier,  and  although  of  a re- 
ring disposition,  held  many  town  offices, 
awing  most  acceptably  as  selectman,  assessor 
nd  member  of  the  board  of  relief.  His  in- 
rest  in  his  town  and  its  affairs,  and  the  wel- 
ire  of  the  people,  was  very  marked,  and  con- 
nued  almost  to  the  time  of  his  lamented  death, 
le  represented  the  town  of  Westbrook  in  the 
1 eneral  Assembly  two  or  three  terms,  and  was 
1 industrious  and  faithful  member.  He  was 
1 ardent  Republican,  and  was  greatly  interest- 
1 in  the  news  and  work  of  his  party.  During 
ie  great  Civil  war  he  was  a stanch  patriot, 
orking  for  the  cause  of  his  country  and  the 
itriotic  soldiers  who  were  fighting  for  that 
>untry’s  very  existence. 

Capt.  Stannard  was  married  January  24, 
to  Juliette  Doane,  who  was  born  June 
i,  1809,  daughter  of  Edmund  Doane,  of  Deep 
iver,  Conn.  Mrs.  Stannard  was  a member 

the  Baptist  Church  at  Deep  River,  but  al- 
ough  she  retained  her  membership  in  that 
urch  during  her  lifetime,  she  attended  the 
Migregational  Church  at  Westbrook  with  her 
isband,  who  himself  was  not  a member, 
>ugh  both  were  closely  associated  with  that 
urch,  contributing  as  they  could  toward  the 


promotion  of  its  prosperity  and  usefulness. 
Mrs.  Stannard  for  many  years  made  it  a duty, 
as  it  was  a pleasure,  to  read  the  Bible  through 
at  least  once  each  year,  and  she  could  readily 
quote  the  leading  texts  of  the  Sacred  Word. 
Hers  was  a beautiful  Christian  character,  and 
she  passed  from  earth  to  Heaven  September 
18,  1900,  dying  at  the  home  of  her  son-in-law, 
George  D.  E.  Post,  with  whom  she  had  made 
her  home  after  the  death  of  her  husband. 

GEORGE  D.  E.  POST  was  born  July  n, 
1844,  son  of  Merritt  Post,  of  Westbrook.  He 
followed  the  water  for  years,  running  between 
New  York  and  New  Orleans  as  mate  on 
various  vessels,  and  made  two  voyages  to 
Liverpool.  He  finally  retired  from  active  serv- 
ice. Mr.  Post  served  on  the  ‘“George  Crom- 
well,” the  “Huntsville”  and  other  vessels.  He 
died  July  16,  1901,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven 
years.  He  was  an  attendant  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  was  one  of  the  choir  before 
and  after  his  marriage,  although  not  a mem- 
ber of  same.  He  was  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, and,  as  an  earnest  Republican,  fulfilled 
the  duties  of  representative  in  1893.  M'r.  Post 
was  a man  of  superior  judgment,  and  could 
readily  estimate  the  import  and  value  of  life's 
surroundings.  He  was  cheerful  in  nature, 
and  always  had  ready  plenty  of  interesting 
stories,  concerning  the  sea  and  his  life  there- 
on; a sailor's  life  seemed  to  be  his  ideal;  he 
loved  the  sea.  Wherever  he  was  called  he  made 
hosts  of  friends  as  the  result  of  his  genial 
nature. 

Mr.  Post  was  married,  April  11,  1870,  to 
Ida  A.  Stannard,  daughter  of  Ansel  B.  and 
Maria  B.  (Comstock)  Doane,  of  Twinsburg, 
Ohio.  Mr.  Doane  was  a brother  of  Mrs.  Ju- 
liette Stannard,  wife  of  Capt.  Ezra.  Mrs. 
Post  was  adopted  by  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Stannard 
at  the  age  of  nine  months,  and  was  the  af- 
fectionate and  faithful  daughter  of  her  foster- 
parents  until  the  time  of  their  death.  After 
the  death  of  Capt.  Stannard  Mrs.  Stannard 
spent  the  last  twelve  years  with  Mrs.  Post, 
dying  September  18,  1900. 

1\ > Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  D.  E.  Post  came 
the  following  named  children:  Cornelia  S.. 

born  February  3,  1871,  was  educated  at  the 
Morgan  school,  at  Clinton,  Conn.,  and  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Franklin  Ezra,  born  March 
4,  1873.  died  April  3,  1880.  Harold  Ernest, 
born  August  1 8,  1881,  attended  the  Morgan 
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■school,  which  he  left  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
ancl  later  attended  the  Dr.  Holbrook  Military 
School,  at  Ossinning,  N.  Y.,  graduating  with 
the  class  of  1900;  he  then  attended  Hamilton 
College,  at  Clinton,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Post  is  a 
valued  member  of  the  Westbrook  Congrega- 
tional Church,  being  active  in  church  work, 
and  is  a lady  of  much  culture  and  refine- 
ment. She  has  a wide  circle  of  friends.. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON  ATKINS,  a 
prosperous  and  well-known  farmer  of  West 
Long  Llill  District,  Middletown,  Middlesex 
Co.,  Conn.,  is  of  English  descent,  and  he  re- 
sides on  a homestead  which  has  been'  in  the 
possession  of  the  Atkins  family  for  genera- 
tions. 

In  England  the  patronymic  was  Atkyns, 
and  it  seems  to  have  been  changed  about  the 
time  when  the  Colonial  immigrants  of  the  fami- 
ly arrived  in  America,  for,  although  the  indi- 
vidual who  founded  the  branch  here  from 
which  Thomas  j.  springs,  cannot  now  be  iden- 
tified, it  is  known  he  comes  from  the  early  im- 
migrants of  1630.  The  Boston  (Mass.)  rec- 
ords have  this  much  to  say  concerning  the 
Atkins  colonists:  Joseph  Atkins,  of  Roxbury, 
married  a Dudley  in  1630;  Abraham  was  a 
resident  of  Boston  in  1642;  Matthew  was  a 
Boston  freeman  in  1673;  Thomas,  of  Hart- 
ford East  River,  married  in  1688,  and  Thomas, 
of  Boston,  was  a freeman  in  1690. 

Josiah  Atkins,  to  whom  Thomas  J.  can 
trace  his  lineage,  is  supposed  by  some  persons 
to-  have  been  one  of  the  immigrants ; others 
claim  that  he  was  not.  He  located  in  Middle- 
town,  however,  and  was  presented  with  four 
acres,  probably  in  the  South  Staddle  Hill  dis- 
trict. He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Wetmore,  Sr.,  of  Middletown,  Octo- 
ber 8,  1673,  seven  children  resulting  from  the 
union,  viz.:  Sarah  born  July  16,  1674;  Abi- 
gail, born  September  ir,  1676,  was  married  to' 
Robert  Hubbard;  Solomon  and  Josiah  (twins), 
July  25,  1678;  Benjamin,  November  19,  1682; 
Ephraim,  March  9,  1685;  Elizabeth,  August 
11,  1687.  Josiah,  father  of  this  family,  died 
September  12,  1690,  leaving  an  estate  valued 
at  £67  10s.  His  wife  died  about  1700. 

Ephraim  Atkins,  the  sixth  born  of  the 
above  named  children,  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Wetmore,  Jr.,  of  Middle- 
town,  on  June  16,  1709,  and,  and  became  the 
father  of  eight  children,  as  follows : Thomas, 


born  April  5,  1710;  Ephraim,  born  July  18, 
1712,  died  young;  Elizabeth,  born  December 
6,  1714,  died  May  30,  1750;  Ephraim  (2),  j’ 
born  March  22,  1717;  Naomi,  June  6,  1719; 
Ebenezer,  October,  1721;  James,  April  9, 
1724;  and  George,  December  26,  1726.  | 

Ephraim,  the  father,  bought  land  of  John  \ 
Brown  near  Wesleyan  College,  in  Middle-  . 
town,  in  1708,  died  December  26,  1760,  but  j 
had  lost  his  wife  May  20,  1752.  | 

Thomas  Atkins,  the  eldest  son  of  Ephraim,  ■ 
built  a house  at  Middletown  in  1734,  on  the  ; 
old  Durham  road,  a few  rods  northwest  of  the  ! 
present  residence  of  T.  Jefferson  Atkins.  He  J 
married  Martha,  a daughter  of  Gov.  Benjamin 
Miller,  in  June,  1735,  and  while  Thomas  At-  j 
kins  was  a quiet,  good-natured  man,  his  wife,  I 
Martha,  was  a stout,  courageous  woman  and  1 
a true  representative  of  her  father,  the  Govern-  ? 
or.  She  despised  the  word  “Tory,”  and  when  1 
she  was  in  her  ninety-third  year  a gentleman  [ 
called  at  her  house  to'  ascertain  through  curios-  * 
ity  if  she  still  bore,  at  this  advanced  age,  the  j 
same  animosity  to  the  Tory  party  that  she  had  1 
borne  in  the  days  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  | 
No  sooner  was  she  informed  that  a person  was  | 
in  the  house  who*  was  suspected  of  being  a i 
Tory  (but  who,  of  course,  was  merely  play-  j 
ing  a part),  than  she  armed  herself  with  a j 
broom-stick,  entered  the  room  where  - the  j 
stranger  was  at  that  moment,  and  exclaiming  f 
“Twill  not  have  a Tory  in  my  house!"  at-  : 

tempted  to1  expedite  his  departure  by  striking  j 

at  him.  He  defended  himself  as  best  he  could, 
and  at  once  made  a hasty  retreat. 

’Twas  good  to  learn  of  her  what  freedom  cost, 

What  trials  all  passed  through,  what  bitter  tears  were  j 
shed  I 

For  those  who  fought  at  Lexington,  and  those  who  lost  j 
Their  lives  on  Bunker  Hill,  where  youthful  Warren  1 
bled.  | 

When  more  than  ninety  years  had  thinned  her  snowy  j 
hair 

And  time  had  worn  its  furrows  on  her  brow, 

She  could  not  then  the  sight  or  name  of  “Tory’’  bear, 

For  “liberty  or  death”  was  still  her  solemn  vow. 

The  children  of  Thomas  and  Martha  At- 
kins numbered  eight,  and  were  named  as  fol- 
lows : Mary,  who  was  born  December  20, 

1 736,  and  was  married  to  Joshua  Miller;  Mar- 
tha, born  July  17,  1739,  was  married  to  Jabez  : 
Barnes;  Jemima,  born  October  13,  1741,  mar- 
ried Giles  Barnes ; Sarah,  born  October  27, 
1745,  married  Phineas  Bacon  ; Lydia,  born  No- 
vember 23,  1747,  married  Edward  Ward; 
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Rjhoda,  born  January  15,  1749,  married  J. 
Ward;  Lucy,  born  April  28,  1752,  was  first 
aiarried  to  a Mr.  Johnson  and  later  to  a Mr. 
Coe;  and  Ithamar,  born  November  16,  1757, 
necame  the  grandfather  of  the  gentleman  whose 
ian;e  opens  this  sketch. 

Ithamar  Atkins  was  a farmer  by  vocation 
and  erected  the  dwelling  now  occupied  by 
Thomas  J.,  in  West  Long  Hill,  in  1807.  He 
,vas  a man  of  sound  judgment,  owned  over  800 
acres  of  land,  and  w'as  greatly  respected  in 
ns  neighborhood.  He  married,  November 
27.  1783,  Arnna  Hubbard,  the  twelfth  child  of 
Nehemiah  Hubbard,  and  a granddaughter  of 
Nehemiah  (1),  who  had  six  sons  in  the  Revo- 
utionary  army.  Nehemiah,  father  of  Mrs.  At- 
dns,  was  appointed  Deputy  -Quartermaster 
leneral  of  Connecticut  in  May,  1777,  by  Maj. 
Ten.  Greene,  and  later  became  a merchant  in 
Middletown,  and  also'  the  first  President  of 
lie  Middletown  Bank,  as  well  as  the  first  Presi- 
lent  of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank,  which 
'losition  he  held  at  the  time  od  his  death.  Nine 
hildren  were  born  of  the  marriage  of  Ithamar 
nd  Anna  (Hubbard)  Atkins,  as  follows:  (1) 
acob,  who  was  born  December  26,  1 786,  mar- 
ied  Mary  Miller,  of  Middlefield,  and  died  No- 
enlber  10,  1857.  He  was  a very  able  and 
itellectual  man,  and  was  a farmjer  in  Middle- 
Jiwn,  and  lived  in  the  oldest  house  in  West 
,ong  Hill  district.  (2)  Rhoda,  born  June  11, 
790,  died  unmarried  July  7,  1849.  (3)  Rich- 
rd,  born  August  29,  1792,  married  Malinda. 
idwards,  and  is  spoken  of  more  fully  on  an- 
ther page.  (4)  Maria,  born  March  23,  1795, 
■las  married  to-  Augustus  Phillips,  a gunsmith, 
ho  removed  to  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  where  he  be- 
une  a farmer,  and  where  she  died  July  28, 
850.  (5)  Thomtas,  born  March  4,  1797,  mar- 
ed  Lucy  Miller,  was  a farmer,  wrote  a his- 
iry  of  Long  Hill  and  Middlefield  and  died 
muary  13,  1882.  (6)  Sarah,  born  April  19, 

799,  died  unmarried  January  30,  1871.  (7) 

lenry,  born  January  11,  1801,  was  a painter, 
aried  Sarah  B.  Crowell,  and  died  in  Middle- 
>wn  March  31,  1883.  (8)  William  H.,  twin 

Henry,  was  a hardware  merchant  in  Middle- 
wn,  and  died  January  1,  1865.  (9)  Albert, 

>rn  September  14,  1804,  wlas  the  father  of 
homas  J.  Atkins,  and  will  be  further  spoken 
in  the  paragraph  which  follows.  The  death 
Ithamar  Atkins  took  place  January  27,  1829, 
id  that  of  his  wife  followed  in  1838. 

Abkrt  Atkins  was  born  in  a house 


close  by  that  now  occupied  by  his  son,  Thomas 
Jefferson,  and  was  but  three  years  old  when 
his  parents  came  to  reside  in  the  latter.  Here 
he  was  reared  as  farmers'  lads  usually  were  in 
those  days,  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  and  at  a select  school  kept  by  a Mr. 
Garfield  in  Middletown.  He  taught  school  in 
his  younger  days,  and  was  a very  successful 
teacher.  Among  his  pupils  was  his  first  wife, 
who  was  the  mother  of  his  children.  His  earlv 
ambition  was  to  prepare  himself  for  a military 
career,  but  he  was  not  robust  in  health  and 
abandoned  the  idea  of  following  a soldier's 
life.  With  his  brother  Henry  he  for  some  time 
operated  the  home  farm,  and  after  his  father's 
death  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs 
in  the  place.  He  was  a hard-working  and 
skillful  farmer,  was  stockily  built,  and  of  me- 
dium height,  and  many  a time,  after  a hard 
day’s  farm  work,  would  return  to  his  home 
and  make  shoes  for  his  family. 

Albert  Atkins  was  twice  married.  Plis 
first  wife,  Susan  E.  Hale,  was  born  in  Middle- 
field  March  5,  1814,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Julia  (Stowe)  Hale.  Mrs.  Julia  Hale  was  the 
eldest  child  of  Joshua  Stowe,  who  was  a very 
prominent  man  in  his  day.  Mrs.  Susan  E. 
(Hale)  Atkins  passed  away  October  20,  1864, 
the  mother  of  four  children,  viz. : Frances,  born 
July  16,  1837,  died  unmarried  January  30, 
1862.  Mfirion,  born  September  7,  1841,  was 
married  April  25,  1866,  to  Leonidas  C.  Vina!, 
a druggist  of  Middletown,  and  died  February 
13,  1869.  Osmin,  born  January  6,  1844. 

graduated  from  the  Wesleyan  University  at 
Middletown  in  1866,  and  from  Columbia  Uni- 
versity in  1S68;  on  July  13  of  the  latter  year 
he  married  Cordelia  Knowlton,  of  Maine,  and 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  New  York 
City,  but  his  health  soon  broke  down,  and 
after  endeavoring  to  recuperate  by  visiting 
Florida,  Minnesota  and  other  parts,  he  died  at 
Middletown  Springs,  Vt.,  September  17,  1871. 
his  remains  being  interred  in  Pine  Grove  Ceme- 
tery in  Middletown.  The  fourth  of  the  family 
was  Thomas  Jefferson  Atkins.  Albert  Atkins 
married,  for  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Miranda 
O.  (Phillips)  Hawley,  widow  of  Dr.  Joel 
Hawley;  no  children  were  lx>rn  to  this  union. 
Mr.  Atkins  died  January  30,  1881,  and  Mrs. 
Miranda  O.  Atkins  is  now  a resident  of  Red- 
wing, Minn.  The  primary  cause  of  the  death 
of  Mr.  Atkins  was  a strain  sustained  while 
building  a stone  wall,  which  brought  on  pleu- 
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factoring  Company,  doing-  clerical  work  and 
timekeeping,  two'  years  later  removing  to  Chi- 
cago, where  he  opened  up  a business  in  coal, 
grain  and  lumber,  and  remained  successfully 
soi  engaged  until  1885,  when  he  returned  to 
Middletown.  At  the  time  of  leaving  Chicago1, 
he  was  the  oldest  native  born  citizen. 

On  October  4,  1864,  M/r.  Hubbard  mar- 
ried Ajnna  Jones  Dyer,  a member  of  one  of 
the  old  and  prominent  families  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, daughter  of  a well-known  citizen  of  Provi- 
dence. She  died  November  6,  1884,  the  moth- 
er of  the  following  children:  Elijah  K.,  ji., 

a resident  of  Middletown ; Louis  De  Koven, 
born  in  1870,  who  has  a son,  Elijah  Iv., 
born  in  1900,  who  is  in  the  tenth  generation  of 
the  family  in  Middletown,  and  the  fourth  Eli- 
jah K. ; Anna  J.,  born  in  1872,  who  is  Mrs. 
C.  S.  Stillman,  of  South  Natick,  Mass. ; Kath- 
erine F.,  born  in  1875,  who:  is  Mrs.  Clarence 
S.  Wadsworth,  of  Middletown;  and  Elisha  D., 
born  m 1878.  On  February  11,  1897,  our  sub- 
ject married  a daughter  of  Henry  G.  Hubbard, 
of  Middletown. 

Mr.  Hubbard  is  a worthy  representative 
of  this  old  and  prominent  family  in  Middle- 
sex county,  and  maintains  a leadership  in 
business  and  social  life  which  has  continued 
for  generations.  Having  the  good  of  his  old 
home  at  heart,  Mir.  Hubbard  has  served  it 
well,  and  is  now  president  of  the  Russell  Manu- 
facturing Company,  a concern  with  a world- 
wide reputation,  and  the  largest  manufactory 
of  webbing  in  the  world.  He  is  vice-president 
of  the  Middletown  National  Bank ; trustee  of 
the  Connecticut  Hospital  for  the  Insane ; and 
president  of  the  Russell  Library,  of  Middle- 
town.  He  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Democratic 
party,  but  usually  votes  for  the  man  who 
best  represents  his  own  ideas  of  statesman- 
ship. In  1892  he  was  a presidential  delegate- 
at-large  from  Connecticut1,  and  he  and  his 
family  are  all  connected  With  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

BEVIN  FAMILY.  Among  the  most  im- 
portant industries  of  East  Hampton,  Middle- 
sex county,  is  the  bell  manufactory  of  the 
Bevin  Brothers  Manufacturing  Company. 
The  beginning  of  this  enterprise  was  made 
in  1832,  by  William  Bevin,  the  eldest  of  the 
original  brothers. 

The  lineage  of  the  Bevin  family  is  traced 
back  to  the  beginning  of  the  Hartford  Colony. 


(I)  Arthur  Bevin  was  among  the  early  set-  1 
tiers  at  Wethersfield,  and  died  December  15, 
1697,  in  Glastonbury,  where  he  received  a 
grant  of  land  in  1696.  He  was,  undoubtedly,  1]' 
an  Englishman  by  birth.  He  left  a widow, 
Mary,  and  twelve  children. 

(II)  John  Bevin,  son  of  Arthur,  settled  i, 
in  Glastonbury  in  1692,  and  is  recorded  as  a 
landholder  in  1699. 

(III)  John  (2)  and  William  Bevin,  sons 

of  John  (1),  settled  in  Chatham.,  the  former  j 
locating  in  what  is  now  Portland  (at  Pecau- 
sett).  Hje  was  a large  landholder,  a bachelor, 
and  his  property  fell  to  the  children  of  his 
brother  William.  William  Bevin  married  Sa- 
rah Parke  December  20,  1739,  and  died  De- 
cember 11,  1793.  His  first  child,  born  Febru- 
ary 1,  1741,  died  on  the  19th  of  the  following 
month.  William,  born  April  29,  1742,  was  a ! 
school  teacher.  Desire,  born  March  16,  1744,  j 
died  March  30th,  same  year.  Isaac  was  born  1 
January  12,  1746.  Lydia  was  born  January  , 
4,  1748.  The  second  wife  of  William  Bevin  : 
(1),  whose  Christian  name  was  Mary,  died  j 
July  5,  1788.  1 ! j 

(IV)  Isaac  Bevin,  son  of  William,  born  f 

January  12,  1746,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  died  December  25,  1791,  in  his  forty-  ; 
sixth  year,  from  the  effects  of  exposure  while  i 
in  the  service.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Clark),  born  ; 
March  25,  1752,  passed  away  in  her  ninety-  j 
fourth  year,  November  3,  1845.  She  was  a 1 
daughter  of  Jabez  and  Sarah  (Judd)  Clark,  j 
mentioned  elsewhere.  We  have  the  following  j 
record  of  Isaac  Bevin’s  children : Isaac,  born  | 
October  11,  1773,  reached  a great  age.  Lydia, 
born  January  22,  1776,  married,  January  29,  [ 

1801,  Cyprian  Hinckley.  Sarah,  born  April 
27,  1778,  married,  May  18,  1801,  John  Wat-  f 
rous.  Lucy,  born  October  21,  1780,  married,  ; 
September  16.  1801,  Edmund  West.  Mercy,  ; 
born  March  3,  1783,  married,  November  28,.  j 
1 81 1,  Nathaniel  Champion.  Stephen,,  born 
April  3,  1786,  married  Mary  Brown.  Abner  j 
was  born  August  6,  1788. 

(V)  Isaac  Bevin  was  born  October  11, 

1773,  and  died  May  8,  1870,  in  his  ninety- 
seventh  year.  He  served  as  a soldier  in  the- 
war  of  1812.  Anna  Avery,  his  wife,  was  born 
June  24,  1780,  in  Glastonbury,  and  died  June 
19,  1851.  Following  is  a brief  account  of 
their  children : P'armelia,  born  O'ctober  9, 

1801,  married,  May  23,  1821,  Orimel  Clark.  1 
William,  born  June  17,  1804,  died  June  6,. 
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1858.  Chauncev,  born  July  7,  1806,  died  child- 
less. Isaac  A.,  born  April  29,  1808,  died  Sep- 
tember 28,  1883;  he  was  a bellmaker.  Abner 
G.  is  mentioned  at  length  in  the  biography  of 
Chauncev  G.  Bevin,  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Philo,  born  August  12,  1813,  is  mentioned  be- 
low. Alice  was  born  July  3,  1815.  Adeline 
was  born  August  8,  1817.  Belinda,  born  Jan- 
uary 17,  1820,  died  March  7,  1899. 

(VI)  William  Bevin,  founder  of  the  ex- 
;ensive  business  now  conducted  in  part  by 
lis  nephews  in  East  Hampton,  was  born  in 
hat  place,  on  Bevin  Hill,  June  17,  1804.  His 
'ather  Was  a farmer,  and  his  early  life  cor- 
esponded  to  that  of  other  New  England  youth, 
vhose  hardy  constitutions  and  earnest  moral 
jrinciples  have  placed  an  eternal  stamp  upon 
he  character  of  American  institutions.  In  his 
lay  there  were  no  free  schools,  but  he  enjoyed 
uch  advantages  as  the  public  school  of  his 
istrict  afforded.  He  possessed  energy  and 
forceful  intelligence,  which  enabled  him  to 
ccorrtplish  much  in  his  short  life.  At  the  age 
f nineteen  years  he  engaged  with  William 
iarton,  the  originator  of  the  bell  business  in 
Chatham,  to  learn  the  art  of  manufacturing 
ells.  While  learning  the  business  he  re- 
lained  with  his  parents,  who  clothed  and 
oarded  him,  and  he  received  a small  salary 
'o-m  his  employer.  When  Mr.  Barton  re- 
loved  to  Cairo,  N.  Y.,  young  Bevin  accom- 
mied  him,  and  continued  in  his  employ  three 
ears.  There  lie  met  Miss  Sarah  S.  Parsons, 
» whom  he  was  married  November  20,  1828, 
/ Rev.  Mr.  Beers,  a Cairo  pastor.  The  only 
lild  of  this  union,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  A.  Chapman, 
mentioned  elsewhere. 

j At  the  urgent  request  of  his  parents  Mr. 
evin  returned  to  Chatham,  and  at  once  built 
small  house  on  the  site  of  his  daughter’s 
esent  residence,  in  East  Hampton.  He  also 
ected  a shop  on  the  other  side  of  the  road, 
here  he  began  the  production  of  bells.  In 
at  day  all  bells  were  cast,  and  the  fire  which 
elted  the  metal  was  kept  going  by  a bellows 
crated  by  a hand  lever.  In  this  little  shop 
r.  Bevin  taught  his  younger  brothers  the 
v-stcries  of  bellmaking,  and  he  was  soon  as- 
ciated  with  three  of  them  as  proprietors. 
iis  was  after  Chauncey  and  Abner  G.  Bevin 
d purchased  the  water  power  now  occupied 
the  Bevin  Brothers  Manufacturing  C0111- 
ny,  and  from  1838  to  1850  (at  which  date 


William  Bevin  retired  from  the  firm)  they 
continued  together. 

Mr.  Bevin  was  a man  of  firm  convictions, 
and  participated  in  the  work  of  the  local 
church,  though  he  would  not  be  enrolled  as  a 
member,  because  of  a difference  of  opinion 
about  immersion.  He  was  rigidly  honest,  and 
was  very  benevolent,  being  gratefully  remem- 
bered by  the  poor,  who-  were  often  benefited 
by  his  kindness.  It  was  his  custom  to  purchase 
family  supplies  in  wholesale  quantities,  and  the 
larder  of  many  a poor  family  iwas  enriched 
from  his  stores.  Mtr.  Bevin  sustained  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  party  without  waver- 
ing, served  his  town  as  selectman,  and  repre- 
sented it  several  times  in  the  State  Legislature, 

(VI)  Philo  Bevin,  born  August  12, 
1813,  on  Bevin  Hill,  East  Hampton,  was  one 
of  the  most  exemplary  residents  of  the  town 
of  Chatham,  where  he  was  long  an  active  and 
well  known  citizen.  The  house  in  which  he 
first  saw  the  light  is  still  standing,  and  occu- 
pied as  a residence.  After  exhausting  the 
resources  of  the  local  schools,  he  attended  Wil- 
braham  Academy,  at  Wilbraham,  Mass.  Pos- 
sessing a practical  mind,  he  early  resolved  to 
enter  upon  a business  career,  and  his  success 
justified  his  ambition.  Soon  after  attaining 
his  majority  he  joined  three  of  his  elder 
brothers  in  the  manufacture  of  bells,  and  the 
business  in  his  day  grew  to  extensive  propor- 
tions. He  continued  to  be  actively  interested 
in  it  until  his  death,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty 
years,  September  5,  1893,  having  been  many 
years  treasurer  of  the  concern.  He  was  a di- 
rector of  the  Shader  & Hall  Quarry  Company, 
of  Portland,  and  of  the  Central  National  Bank, 
of  Middletown. 

A man  of  high  moral  principles,  Mr.  Bevin 
sought  to  promote  every  work  calculated  to 
advance  the  mental  and  moral  condition  of 
mankind,  as  well  as  to  further  the  material 
welfare  of  his  town  and  State.  He  was  close- 
ly identified  with  the  work  of  the  local  Congre- 
gational Church,  in  which  he  acted  successive- 
ly as  clerk  and  treasurer.  Being  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  temperance  principles,  his  life  was  an 
ideal  one  in  the  line  of  proper  living.  Political- 
ly he  was  a Whig  in  early  life,  and  promptly 
joined  the  Republican  partv  upon  its  organiza- 
tion. At  one  time  he  represented  his  town 
in  the  Legislature. 

On  October  9,  1838,  Philo  Bevin  married 
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Fidelia  Watrous,  of  East  Hampton,  and  they 
had  four  sons,  all  of  whom  receive  extended 
mention  elsewhere.  They  were  born  as  fol- 
lows: William  Henry,  July  3,  1840;  Newton 
Philo,  May  16.  1849;  Charles  Watrous,  Au- 
gust 9,  1854;  S.  Mills,  March  27,  1861  (died 
March  6,  1900).  The  mother  of  these  died 
May  14,  1861.  On  April  9,  1863,  Mr.  Bevin 
married  Miss  Jennie  Loomis,  of  Colchester, 
Conn.,  who  survives  him.  She  comes  of  an  old 
and  very  long-lived  family,  her  paternal  great- 
grandfather having  lived  to  be  almost  one  hun- 
dred years  old.  Her  maternal  grandparents, 
Nathaniel  and  Abigail  Foote,  were  among  the 
first  settlers  of  the  town  of  Colchester,  locat- 
ing about  three  miles  from  the  present  town 
of  East  Hampton,  near  the  water  power  at 
present  occupied  by  Browfa  Brothers’  paper 
mills.  Mrs.  Bevin  is  a daughter  of  Alfred 
Isham  and  Abigail  (Foote)  Loomis.  The  lat- 
ter was  born  June  26,  1798,  at  West  Chester, 
and  died  June  5,  1899,  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Bevin,  in  East  Hampton.  Her  mother  lived 
to  be  ninety-six  years  of  age,  and  two  sisters 
of  the  latter  lived  to>  be  ninety-five  years  old. 
Mrs.  Loomis  was  possessed  of  a remarkably 
clear  memory,  and  was  of  cheerful  disposition 
to  the  last.  Being  very  industrious,  the  home 
of  her  daughter  contains  many  products  of  her 
skill  in  weaving,  sewing  and  fancy  work. 

WILLIAM  H.  BEVIN  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent citizens  of  East  Hampton,  Middlesex 
county,  identified  with  the  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial interests  of  the  town  of  Chatham,  and 
was  also  a distinguished  soldier  of  the  Civil 
war. 

He  was  born  in  East  Hampton  July  3, 
1840,  son  of  Philo  and  Fidelia  (Watrous) 
Bevin,  old  residents  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Bevin  received  his  primary  education 
in  his  native  town,  and  was  later  sent  to  Mid- 
dletown, where  he  entered  a private  school, 
completing  his  training  in  an  excellent  insti- 
tution of  learning  in  the1  city  of  New  Haven. 
Following  his  return  home,  he  was  taken  into 
the  office  of  the  Bell  manufactory  of  this  place, 
remaining  there  until  his  enlistment,  on  August 
14,  1862,  in  Company  H,  Twenty-first  Regi- 
ment Connecticut  Volunteers,  Later  he  was 
appointed  second  lieutenant  and  transferred  to 
Company  E,  Twenty-ninth  Connecticut  Vol- 
unteers (colored),  and  still  later  to  Company 


D,  of  the  same  regiment,  being  promoted  to  ’ 
first  lieutenant.  He  was  mustered  out  Oc- 
tober 24,  1865.  Mr.  Bevin  saw  some  very 
hard  service  during  his  war  experience,  taking 
part  in  the  following  engagements:  Fred- 

ericksburg, Suffolk,  Petersburg,  Richmond, 
Darbytown,  Kell  House.  He  was  one  of  the;1 
victorious  army  which  marched  into  the  fallen 
Confederate  capital,  a sight  which  will  never  | 
be  erased  from  his  memory.  In  June,  1865,  i 
Mr.  Bevin  sailed  with  the  Twenty-fifth  Army! 
Corps  on  the  Expedition  to  Texas,  and  was  | 
stationed  at  Brownsville,  near  the  mouth  of  j 
the  Rio  Grande  River,  the  object  of  this  body; 
of  troops  being  to  frustrate  any  movement  | 
north  of  the  unfortunate  Emperor  Maximilian.  ; 

Returning  to  East  Hampton,  at  the  close  j 
of  the  war,  Mr.  Bevin  became  a member  of  ’ 
the  Bevin  Brothers  Manufacturing  Company,  ? 
which  business  received  his  best  work,  and  of; 
which  he  was  the  efficient  treasurer  from  1893  j 
to  1900,  retiring  from  active  life  at  the  end  of  l 
that  time.  This  company  is  one  of  the  great  f 
industrial  enterprises  of  this  portion  of  the  I 
State.  I 

Mr.  Bevin  was  married,  in  Bristol,  Conn., f 
to  Elizabeth  H.  Welch,  a.  daughter  of  Con- 1 
stant  Welch,  The  latter  was  twice  married,  * 
his  second  wife  being  Alice  S.  Bevin-,  an  aunt  f 
of  William  H.  After  the  death  of  her  first; 
husband,  her  marriage  to  Samuel  Beecher  j 
Childs  followed ; she  is  now  a widow,  and  re- 1 
sides  with  her  nephew,  in  East  Hampton.  j 
Two  children  have  been,  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  i 
Bevin:  Frank  W.,  who  resides  in  New  Jer- 

sey ; and  Frederick  P.,  a fine  young  man,  J 
whose  lamented  demise  took  place  at  the  age  | 
of  twenty-three. 

Mr.  Bevin  has  always  been  a-  stanch  Repub- 1 
lican,  and  has  been  an  earnest  and  active  work- 1 
er.  In  1890,  he  was  elected  to  represent  the  j 
town  of  Chatham  in  the  Legislature,  and  par-  j 
ticipated  in  the  famous  “deadlock”  session. 
For  twenty-three  years  he  was  treasurer  of  the 
town,  and  for  seventeen  years,  without  a break, 
filled  the  position  of  town  clerk.  Fbr  five 
years  he  has  been  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Central  National  Bank  of  Middletown.  He  is 
connected  with  Mansfield  Post,  No.  53>  C.  A. 
R.,  O'f  Middletown,  and  Mrs.  Bevin  is  very  ac- 
tive in  the  work  of  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps; : 
she  served  as  president  of  the  Department  of 
Connecticut  in  1900,  and  previously,  for  four 
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years,  was  president  of  Mansfield  Corps,  of 
Middletown.  Mr.  Bevin  has  long  been  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Bevin  Family.  Isaac  Bevin,  great-grand- 
father of  William  IT.,  was  born  June  21,  1746, 
and  died  December  25,  1791.  His  wife,  Sarah 
Clark,  was  born  March  25,  1752,  and  died 
November  3,  1845.  Their  children  were: 
Isaac  was  born  October  11,  1773  ; Liddia,  born 
January  22,  1776,  married,  January  29,  1801, 
Cyprian  Hinckley;  Sarah,  born  April  27,  1778, 
married  May  18,  1801,  John  Watrous;  Lucy, 
born  0‘ctober  21,  1780,  married  September  16, 
1801,  Edmund  West;  Mercy,  born  March  3, 
1783,  married  November  28,  1811,  Nathan 
Champion;  Stephen,  born  April  3,  1786,  mar- 
iried  Mary  Brown;  Abner,  born  August  6, 

1 1788. 

Isaac  Bevin,  born  October  11,  1773, 

died  May  8,  1870,  and  his  wife,  Anna 

j Avery,  was  born  June  24,  1780,  and  died 
June  19,  1851.  To  them  were  born 

the  following  children  : Parmelia,  born  Octo- 
ber 9,  1801,  was  married,  May  23,  1821,  to 
Orimel  Clark;  William,  born  June  17,  1804, 
died  June  6,  1858;  Chauncey  was  born  July  7, 
1806;  Isaac  A.,  born  April  29,  1808,  died  Sep- 
tember 28,  1883;  Abner  G.,  (father  of  Chaun- 
:ey  G.),  was  born  July  10,  1810;  Philo  (fa- 
:her  of  William  H.,  S.  Mills  and  Charles  W.), 
was  born  August  12,  1813;  Alice  Stevens, 
>orn  July  3,  1815,  resides  with  William  H.; 
\deline,  born  August  8,  1817,  married  S.  B. 
Childs,  and  died  April  2,  1876;  and  Belinda, 
>orn  January  17,  1820,  married  Hiram 

vYazey.  1 

CHAUNCEY  G.  BEVIN,  one  of  the 
imminent  citizens  of  East  Hampton,  Middle- 
ex  county,  where  he  is  treasurer  of  the  Bevin 
bothers  Manufacturing  Company,  is  a son  of 
diner  G.  Bevin. 

Arner  G.  Bevin,  was  born  in  Chatham, 
liis  county,  July  10,  1810,  and  died  July  25, 
896.  He  was  well-known  as  a successful 
lanufacturer  of  bells.  Some  little  distance 
!‘om  the  site  of  the  present  bell  factory,  W’ill- 
im  Bevim,  an  uncle  of  Chauncey  G.,  in  coll- 
ection with  a Mr.  Parsons,  engaged  in  bell 
laking  in  1832.  Later  the  business  fell  to 
Fner  G.,  by  purchase  of  the  water  power, 
fis  brothers,  Chauncey  and  William,  became 
irtners  at  a later  date,  and,  in  1838,  a younger 
other,  Philo,  also  became  one  of  the  firm : in 


1 3 1 


1850  William  sold  his  interest  to  the  three 
brothers. 

Abner  G.  Bevin  was  first  married  to  Cath- 
erine S.  Markham,  born  July  8,  1818,  who 
died  September  11,  1845.  To  this  union  were 
born : Abner  Avery,  who  is  president  of  the 

Bevin  Brothers  Manufacturing  Company;  and 
Leander  Augustus,  who  now  resides  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  is  president  of  the  Rider- 
Ericsson  Engine  G>.  At  these  works  John 
Ericsson,  the  famous  Swedish  inventor,  had 
constructed  the  famous  little  “Monitor,”  the 
ship  that  revolutionized  the  methods  of  naval 
warfare,  and  by  her  performance  in  Hampton 
Roads,  during  the  Civil  war,  relieved  the  cities 
of  the  north  from  danger  from  the  sea.  Mr. 
Delamater  and  Mr.  Ericsson  became  firm 
friends,  and  the  attachment  between  Mr.  Bevin 
and  the  great  inventor  was  so  great  that  he 
was  called  on  to  act  as  one  of  the  pall  bearers 
at  the  latter’s  funeral.  The  second  marriage 
of  Abner  G.  Bevin  was  to  Laura  Day,  daugh- 
ter of  Justine  Day,  a farmer  of  Colchester, 
where  she  was  born  in  1822.  To  this  union 
also  came  two  children:  Chauncey  G.,  men- 

tioned below;  and  Annie  M.,  wife  of  Herbert 
C.  Wadsworth,  of  the  Hartford  (Conn.)  Fire 
Insurance  Company.  Ini  town  matters  Mr. 
Bevin  took  an  active  interest,  and  voted  with 
the  Republican  party.  Thoroughly  believing 
ini  the  principles  of  Prohibition,  he  was  the 
founder  of  the  first  Temperance  society  in  his 
town,  and  East  Hampton  still  has  the  credit 
of  being  a no-license  commiuniity,  largely  a re- 
sult of  his  influence.  A member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  of  East  Hampton,  he  was 
on  the  building  committee,  both  for  the  church 
and  the  parsonage.  Also  in  public  life  Mr. 
Bevin  was  raised  to  distinction  by  his  fellow 
citizens,  being  their  representative  in  the  Legis- 
lature in  1873,  and  he  was  one  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  select  plans  for  the  then 
proposed  State  House,  his  favoring  of  certain 
plans  causing  them  to  be  selected,  with  the  re- 
sult of  the  beautiful  structure  which  adorns 
Hartford,  in  its  capitol.  He  was  for  many 
years  captain  of  the  local  militia  company,  of 
which  his  brother,  Philo,  was  a member. 

Chauncey  G.  Bevin  was  lxirn  in  East  Hamp- 
ton, Conn.,  March  13,  1851.  and  received  his 
primary  education  in  the  village  school  and 
completed  it  at  Golden  Hill  Institute.  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  soon  afterward  entering  the  Bevin 
Brothers  Manufacturing  Company,  in  which 
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he  is  one  of  the  directors.  He  was  married, 
January  17,  1878,  in  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  to 
Lucy  C.  Strong,  and  to  this  union  have  come 
two  sons:  Marshall,  born  in  1878,  who'  is 

now  a student  at  the  Wesleyan  University,  at 
Middletown,  Conn. ; and  Stanley  Avery,  who 
was  born  in  1885. 

Politically,  Mr.  Bevin  is  a Republican,  and 
while  he  is  interested  in  the  success  o>f  his 
party,  he  is  still  more  interested  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  his  section.  Por  some  years  he 
has  been  one  of  the  efficient  selectmen,  and 
during  his  administration  macadam  roads 
have  been  laid  throughout  East  Hampton  and 
many  needed  improvements  have  received  his 
assistance.  Mr.  Bevin  represnts  an  old  and 
honored  name  and  a substantial  business  house 
and  personally  possesses  the  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity. 

JOHN  P.  BACON,  who  in  his  day  was 
one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Middletown, 
Middlesex  County,  was  a native  of  that  city, 
and  passed  almost  his  entire  life  there.  He 
was  born  in  1814,  on  the  west  side  ot  Main 
street,  just  north  of  Grand,  son  of  Capt.  John 
and  Martha  (Bates)  Bacon,  and  was  descend- 
ed from  Nathaniel  Bacon,  1630-1705,  through 
Elder  John,  1662-1732;  Lieut.  John,  1695- 
1781;  Joseph,  1728-1785;  Capt.  John,  1776- 
1837- 

In,  early  manhood  John  P.  Bacon  went  to 
New  York  City,  where  he  was  engaged  in  busi- 
ness for  several  years,  returning  in  1842  to 
Middletown,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  At  one  time  he  was  in  business 
with  his  brother,  William,  and  later  'was  asso- 
ciated with  his  sons  under  the  firm  name  of 
J.  P.  Bacon  & Sons.  He  retired  after  an  ac- 
tive life  of  nearly  sixty  years,  and  died  No- 
vember 26,  1898.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  filling  the  position  of  vice-president  of 
the  Middletown  Savings  Bank,  and  he  was-  the 
oldest  man  connected  with  that  institution  in 
point  of  years  of  service,  having  held  relations 
therewith,  as  trustee,  director,  etc.,  for  forty- 
four  years.  In  politics,  Mr.  Bacon  was  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  a most  efficient  worker 
in  that  party.  For  years  he  served  as  select- 
man, and  his  administration  is  said  to  have 
been  the  most  economical  ever  recorded  in  the 
town. 

On  May  14,  1838,  John  P.  Bacon  was 
married,  in  Middletown,  to  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Southmayd,  who  was  bom  March  4,  1819,  on 


Ferry  street,  in  that  city,  daughter  of  Col.  John 
B.  and  Elizabeth  (Perkins)  Southmayd,  who 
are  mentioned  elsewhere.  Children  were  born 
to  this  union  as  follows:  (1)  John  Buckle}', 

born  March  21,  1842,  enlisted  during  the  Civil 
war,  at  Columbus,  Wis.,  in  the  Fourth  Wis- 
consin Cavalry,  and,  being  a good  penman, 
was  given  the  position  of  captain’s  clerk.  Af- 
ter the  war  he  came  to  Connecticut,  and  for 
some  time  was  agent  for  the1  New  York,  New 
Haven  & Hartford  railroad,  at  Middletown,  ! 
and  later  in  the  same  capacity,  was  at  Meriden ; 
he  then  went  West,  and  resided  in  several 
places;  he  is  now  a successful  merchant  at 
Pittsford,  N.  Y.  His  first  wife,  Mary  (Ax- 
tel)  ot  Columbus,  Wi-s.,  died  in  Middletown, 
Conn. ; his  present  wife  was  Miss  Fredrika 
Rogers,  of  Pittsford,  N.  Y.,  and  the}'  have  one  [ 
son,  John  Howard.  John  B.  Bacon  is  a prom- 
inent Freemason,  a stanch  Democrat,  and  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R. ; he  is  a1  vestryman 
in  the  Episcopal  Church.  (2)  Conrad  G.  is 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  (3)  Er- 
nest M.,  born  in  December,  1846,  died  March 
12,  1853.  (4)  Sherman  Mitchell,  born  Janu-  1 

ary  21,  1849,  “was  married  March  30,  1870,  to 
Arianna  Pauline  Bailey ; they  are  mentioned 
elsewhere.  (5)  Augustus  Southmayd,  born 
May  22,  1851,  married  Rose-  King.  The  » 
mother  of  this  family  is  still  living  at  the  old  ; 
homestead.  She  enjoys  the  respect  and  es-  ^ 
teem  of  a host  of  friends  and  acquaint-  1 
ances. 

. 

' I 

HON.  ALVA  BIRDSEY  COE,  a leading  : 
and  substantial  citizen  of  Middlefield,  Middle- 
sex  County,  was  born  December  14,  1826,  and  , 
descends  from  a family  whose  members  were  I 
at  one  time  quite  numerous  in  Middlesex  coun-  '• 
ty,  and  among  the  earliest  settlers. 

The  Coe  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  j 
the  earliest  trace  of  it  extant  is  to  be  found  in  j 
“Fox’s  Book  of  Martyrs,”  which  states  that  i 
Roger  “Coo”  of  Milford,  County  of  Suffolk,  I 
was  burned  at  the  stake  by  Queen  Mary, 
in  September,  1555,  at  Yexford,  in  that  shire. 
Robert  Coe,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  Amer- 
ica, was  born  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  in  1596, 
and  with  his  wife,  Anna,  who  was  born  in 
1591.  and  their  three  sons,  with  seventy-nine 
others,  sailed  from  Ipswich,  Suffolk,  in  the  ship  ' 
“Francis,”  April  10,  1634,  reaching  Boston,  | 
Mass.,  the  following  June.  Robert  and  his 
family  first  located  in  Watertown,  where  he 
was  made  a1  freeman  September  3,  1634,  but 
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later  moved  with  several  Watertown,  Newton 
and  Dorchester  families,  to  the  banks  of  the 
Connecticut  river,  settling  at  Windsor,  Hart- 
ford and  Pyqugg  (now  Wethersfield).  After- 
ward some  schisms  occurred  in  the  church,  and 
Robert  Coe  and  about  twenty  other  planters 
purchased  Rippowam  (now  Stamford)  from 
the  New  Haven  Colony  for  £33  and  com- 
menced a settlement.  In  the  autumn  of  1643 
Robert  Coe  was  sent  to  Long  Island  to  ex- 
iimine  the  country,  and  in  the  spring  following 
lie  and  Richard  Denton,,  pastor  of  the  church 
lit  Stamford,  with  others,  founded  at  Hemp- 
stead, the  first  English  settlement  on  that  is- 
and.  In  1652  Mir.  Coe  removed  to  a place 
railed  Mespat,  and  aided  in  establishing  a seti 
lenient  which  was  named  Middleburg  (now 
Newtown,  L.  I.),  and  became  very  prominent 
n managing  its  affairs.  In  May,  1864,  he  rep- 
resented the  town  in  the  General  Convention 
it1  Hartford1,  by  which  body  lie  was  appointed 
ommissioner  to  Jamaica.  His  death  occurred 
ome  time  after  1672.  The  three  children  of 
Robert  and  Anna  Coe  were:  John,  who  was 

om  in  1626,  and  held  many  offices  of  trust 
t Newtown,  L.  I.;  Robert,  born  in  1627;  and 
lenjamin,  born  in  1629,  who  married  Abigail 
larmen,  and  spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in 
amaica. 

Robert  Coe,  the  second  of  the  children  just 
aimed,  accompanied  his  father  in  all  his  re- 
1 ova 's  until  the  latter  located  at  Stamford, 
nd  he  then  went  to  Stratford,  where  he  be- 
anie a planter  or  farmer.  His  wife,  Hannah, 
ore  him  three  children : Susannah,  born  in 

653,  who  was  married  to'  John  Ailing,  Jr. ; 
arah,  bom  in  1656;  and  John,  born  May  10, 
658.  Robert  Coe  died  in  1659,  at  the  age  °'f 
nrty-two  years.  His  widow  married  Nicli- 
las  Elsey,  of  New  Haven,  who,  died  December 
p,  1 69 1 , and  her  own  death  took  place  April 
, 1702. 

I he  character  of  Robert  Coe  may  be 
leaned  from  the  following  lines,  written  soon 
iter  his  death  by  Rev.  Abraham  Pierson : 

Rest,  blessed  Coe,  upon  thy  bed  of  ease; 

I he  quiet  grave  with  thee  is  no  decease ; 

All,  all  our  anguish  hath  its  period  fixed, 

Ere  hence  we  go  not  any  joy  but  mixed; 

R?fe  Kracc-  which  makes  the  life  of  man  the  best, 

this  young  man  lived  to  God,  and  now  is  blest; 

Come,  parallel  this  saint,  nay,  far  exceed  ; 

Omit  no  means  that  may  true  goodness  breed. 

h-re  trials  came  he  stowed  for  days  of  need ; 

The  Lord  his  widow  bless  and  take  his  seed. 

Capt.  John  Coe,  the  youngest  in  the  family 


of  Robert  ( 2 ) , was  not  two  years  of  age  when 
his  father  died.  On  the  second  marriage  of 
his  mother  he  accompanied  her  to  New  Haven, 
where  he  lived  until  he  was  twenty-one,  and 
then  returned  to  Stratford,  took  possession  of 
the  land  inherited  from  his  father,  and  became 
a prominent  citizen.  On  December  20,  1682* 
he  married  Mary  Hawley,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Hawley,  to  which  union  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  mention  will  again  be  made.  He 
was  commissioned  Ensign  of  the  First  Com- 
pany, Stratford  troops,  in  1698,  Lieutenant  in 
1706,  and  captain  in  1709.  He  was  Deputy  to 
the  General  Court  of  Stratford,  from  1701  to 
1 71 5,  was  Lister  in  1705,  served  in  the  French 
and  Indian  war,  and  died  April  19,  1741.  Mirs. 
Coe  was  born  July  6,  1663,  and  died  September 
9,  1731,  the  mother  of  the  following  children: 
Robert,  born  September  21,  1684,  married  Bar- 
bara Parmelee,  and  died  February  4,  1762; 
Joseph,  born  February  2,  1686,  married  Abi- 
gail Robinson,  and  died  July  15,  1754;  Han- 
nah, born  April  14,  1689,  was  married  to  James 
Curtiss,  and  died  in  March,  1758;  Mary,  born 
August  11,  1691,  became  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Pickett  and  died  February  19,  1763;  John, 
born  in  December,  1693,  married  Hannah  Par- 
melee, and  died  September  23,  1751:  Sarah, 
born  March  26,  1696,  was  married  to  Israel 
Burritt,  and  died  February  6,  1731;  Ephraim, 
born  December  18,  1698,  married  Hannah 
Miller,  and  died  November  10.  1765;  Kather- 
ine, born  September  23,  1700,  was  married 
to  Joseph  Fairchild;  Abigail,  bom  November 
11,  1702,  was  married  to  John  Guthry,  and 
died  in  March,  1747;  and  Ebenezer,  born  Au- 
gust 18,  1704,  married  Mary  Blakeman,  and 
died  in  Miarch,  1766.  ' 

Capt.  Joseph  Coe,  son  of  Capt.  John,  was 
deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  Stratford  in 
i/22,  lieutenant  in  '1725,  and  was  commis- 
sioned captain  in  1729.  He  married  November 
21,  1708,  Abigail  Rolyinson,  who  was  bom 
April  3,  1690,  daughter  of  David  Robinson, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Durham.  Conn. 
Capt.  Joseph  Coe  died  July  15,  1754.  and  his 
widow  July  6,  1775,  in  the  northern  part  of 
Middlefield  town.  They  were  the  parents  of  five 
children,  namely:  Joseph,  bom  Septetn'lyer  5, 
1713,  first  married  Hannah  Parmelee,  and  af- 
terward Abigail  Curtiss;  David,  born  Febru- 
ary 18,  1717.  married  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Nathan  Camp,  and  died  January  14.  1807; 

Abigail  married  Ezra  Hanchet;  AM,  bom 
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July  20,  1727,  married  Prudence  Rossiter,  who 
was  born  in  1720;  Josiah. 

Joseph  Coe,  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  Capt. 
Joseph,  married  Hannah  Parmelee,  December 
23>  T73 6-  She  ami  her  only  child,  Phineas, 

died  in  1737,  and  in  1739  Mr,  Coe  married 
Abigail  Curtiss.  He  died  in  Middlefield  June 
IO,  1784.  The  children  born  to  his  second 
marriage  were  ten  in  number,  namely:  James, 
born  November  19,  1740,  married  Rachel  Ben- 
ton; Hannah,  born  May  9,  1743,  was  married 
to  Isaac  Miller;  Abigail,  born  January  9,  1745, 
died  May  30,  1 749 1 Anne  born  January  9, 
I747.’  became  the  wife  of  Stephen  Parsons; 
Rev.  Curtiss,  born  July  21,  1750,  married  Ann 
Thompson;  Joseph,  born  May  31,  1753,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Cromwell;  Ebenezer,  born  July 
19,  1 755’  married  Cleopatra  Conklin;  Joel, 
born  May  17,  1758,  first  married  Huldah  Hor- 
ton, and  second  Hepsibah  Swift ; Abigail,  born 
May  7,  1:761,  was  married  to  Chandler  Otis; 
and  Elisha,  born  December  16,  1763,  married 
Elizabeth  Miller. 

Joseph  Coe,  sixth  in  the  above  family,  had 
born  to-  him,  by  his  marriage  with  Elizabeth 
Cromwell,  nine  children,  in  the  following  or- 
der: Elihu,  born  in  August,  1780,  married 

Rachel,  daughter  of  ’Squire  Eli  Coe;  Miilli- 
cent  born  M'arch  25,  1782,  was  married  to  Fair- 
child  Camp;  Joseph,  born  January  31,  1784, 
married  Eunice  Ward ; Curtiss,  born  January 
9,  1786,  was  married  to  Eli,  son  of  ’Squire 
Eli  Coe;  Esther,  born  January  6,  1790, 

became  the  wife  of  John  Birdsey;  Enoch 
born  October  25,  1791,  died  in  October, 

1798;  Calvin,  born  April  11,  1794,  married 
Harriet  Rice;  Luther,  born  June  1,  1796,  died 
October  20,  1798  ; and  Cyrus,  born  May  8, 
1798  died  September  22,  1822. 

Elihu  Coe,  the  eldest  of  the  above  family, 
was  born  in  Middletown,  Conn.  In  early  life 
he  was  a farmer,  and  lived  near  Butler’s  Creek, 
below  the  site  of  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane. 
At  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years  he  died 
at  the  home  of  his  daughter  Rachel,  wife  of 
Isaac  Baldwin,  in  Middletown.  He  had  been 
twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife,  Rachel, 
daughter  of  Squire  Eli  Coe,  was  the  father  of 
three  children,  namely  : Enoch ; Luther,  who 

married  Anasta  Wilcox,  and  was  a farmer  in 
Middlefield;  and  Rachel,  who  married  Isaac 
Baldwin,  a builder  in  Middletown.  Ho  the 
second  marriage  there  were  born  no  children. 

Enoch  Coe,  father  of  Alva  B.  Coe,  and 


son  of  Elihu  and  Rachel,  was  born  January  3,  jj 
1804,  m the  northern  part  of  Middlefield  : 
town,  on  the  farm1  now  occupied  by  John  Net-  ' 
tleton.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  and 
High  schools,  and  taught  many  winters.  He  |I 
afterward  located  on  the  farm  nowi  occupied  > 
by  Alva  B.,  but  the  later  years  of  his  life  were  I 
passed  in  Meriden,  where  he  died  August  2,  ;j 
1833.  Mr.  Coe  was  a naturally  bright  man,  j 
and  a splendid  penman.  Although  he  never  |i 
weighed  over  150  pounds  he. was  very  fond  of  ; 
athletic  exercises,  and  delighted  in  a playful 
wrestle,  and  was  very  seldom,  if  ever,  put  on  j 
his  back,  though  many  a conquered  adversary 
was  much  heavier  than  himself.  He  was 
greatly  interested  in  local  military  affairs,  and  I 
for  years  was  captain  of  the  Staddle  Hill  I 
Rifles,  a crack  company  in  its  day.  He  was  \ 
elected  to  the  colonelcy  of  the  regiment  with-  ■ 
out  an  opposing  vote,  but  declined  the  honor.  1 
In  early  life  Mr.  Coe  was  a Democrat,  , 
later  became  an  Abolitionist,  and,  after  the  f 
Civil  war,  a Republican.  He  filled  a few  town  j 
offices,  but  declined  many  that  were  offered  1 
him.  He  was  a leading  and  faithful  member  f 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  died  in  that  faith,  -j 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Russell  Coe.  • 

Enoch  Coe  married  Miary  Mt  Birdsey,  a \ 
native  of  Middlefield,  born  April  20,  1805,  j 
daughter  of  Seth  and  Ruth  (Ward)  Birdsey.  j 
This  lady  was  called  away  November  25,  f 
t 886,  the  mother  of  three  children:  Alva  j 

Birdsey,  Elmore  Frank,  and  Selina,  of  whom  } 
the  last  named,  a sweet,  amiable  girl,  died  at  ; 
the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Of  Alva  Birdsey  j 
a full  biography  will  be  given  further  on. 

Elmore  Frank  Coe,  the  second  born  in 
the  family  of  three  children  of  Enoch  Coe,  « 
was  educated  in  the  district  school  of  Middle-  | 
field,  and  at  Daniel  Chase’s  Select  School,  in  j 
Middletowln.  He  began  his  business  life  by  j 
peddling-  clocks  throughout  the  South,  and 
later  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  fertiliz- 
ers in  Long  Island  City.  His  factory  was  sit- 
uated in  the  center  of  the  town  site,  and  the 
city  grew  around  it,  and,  although  it  was  a 
decided  nuisance,  the  popularity  of  Mr.  Coe 
was  so  great  that  the  inhabitants  were  loth  to 
request  him  to  remove  it.  This,  however,  he 
did  voluntarily,  locating  on  Barren  Island,  : 
where  he  occupied  several  acres  of  ground  and 
continued  in  the  business  until  his  death,  at  1 
which  time  he  was  worth  several  million  dol- 
lars. He  was  a self-made  man,  in  the  business 
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sense  of  the  term.  He  was  kindhearted  and 
munificent  in  his  donations  to  worthy  under- 
takings. Among  his  other  acts  of  liberality 
we  may  mention  the  erection  of  a 'beautiful 
mausoleum  in  Miiddlefield  cemetery,  where  the 
remains  of  his  parents  and  sister  are  interred. 
Mr.  Coe  married  Emma  Halstead,  who  bore 
him  one  child,  Elmore  H.,  who  continues  the 
fertilizer  factory  established  by  his  father,  and 
has  a national  reputation. 

Alva  Birdsey  Coe  was  born  on  his  present 
farm  (not  then  as  large  as  it  is  now), 
received  his  elementary  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  later  attended  the  Meriden 
Academy,  for  two  or  three  years,  under  John 
D.  Post.  On  leaving  the  academy  he  taught 
school  one  winter  in  the  Southeast  District  of 
Meriden,  and  for  the  following  three  years 
taught  the  fall,  winter  and  spring  terms,  and 
for  twenty-five  consecutive  winters  he  taught 
in  the  Broad  Street  school,  working  on  his 
farm  in  the  summer,  and  later  taught  for  two 
or  three  winters  in  his  own  district.  About 
this  time  his  father  retired  h>  Meriden,  and 
Alva  B.  bought  the  old  homestead  of  about 
eighty  acres,  which  he  has  increased  to  120. 
Plere  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy- 
ing and  raises  Jersey  cattle  and  poultry  in 
large  numbers. 

Mr.  Coe  was  married,  in  Springfield, 
Mass.,  to  Miranda  F.  Miller,  who  was  born 
March  14,  1828,  in  Middlefield,  Middlesex 
Co.,  Conn.,  a daughter  of  Amos  Miller,  a farm- 
er. She  died  April  7,  1864,  the  mother  of  one 
child,  Frank  A.,  born  March  26,  1864. 

In  politics  Mr.  Coe  was  originally  a Demo- 
crat, but  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  became 
a Republican,  and  under  the  auspices  of  that 
party  has  filled  various  offices.  He  has  served 
as  selectman,  and  in  1882  was  a member  of  the 
State  Legislature,  in  which  august  body  he 
was  a member  of  the  committee  on  Humtane 
Institutions.  In  religion  he  affiliates  with  the 
Congregationalists.  He  is  a well  preserved 
gentleman,  has  always  enjoyed  good  health, 
and  is  a keen,  successful  business  man,  with 
a reputation  that  has  never  been  tarnished  by 
even  a breath  of  suspicion  of  unfair  dealing. 

Frank  Amos  Coe,  son  of  Alva  B.,  was  born 
in  Middlefield  town,  and  was  educated  in  the 
district  school  and  at  the  Cheshire  Academy. 

On  December  24,  1891,  he  married  Miss 
Virginia  Coe,  a native  of  Middlefield,  daugh- 
ter of  Cyrus  and  Emma  (Abell)  Coe,  the 
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former  a farmer.  To  them  two  children  have 
been  born:  Catherine  M.,  November  18,  1894, 
and  Elmore  H.,  March  28,  1897. 

Frank  A.  Coe  is  the  proprietor  and  mam 
ager  of  the  Air  Line  Stock  Farm  at  Middle- 
field.  He  inherited  his  love  for  horses,  his 
father  before  him  having  had  a taste  for  fine 
stock,  and  having  been'  one  of  the  best  known 
horsemen  in  this  section  of  the  State  some 
years  ago'.  This  well-known  stock  farm  was 
started  about  twenty  years  ago  by  A.  B.  Coe, 
who  greatly  enlarged  its  scope  in  a few  years. 
Of  late  it  has  been  managed  by  Frank  A.  Coe, 
who  makes  a feature  of  training,  boarding  and 
selling  horses.  He  is  a driver  of  large  reputa- 
tion, and  has  sat  behind  fast  horses  on  many  of 
the  race  tracks  of  the  country.  In  connection 
with  the  farm  there  is  a finely  appointed  stable, 
fitted  with  every  attachment  and  convenience 
known  to*  the  racing  world.  But  a little  dis- 
tance from:  these  well-appointed  stables  is  a 
fine  half-mile  race  course,  provided  with  a 
starting  stand  and  timer's  stand,  and  marked 
with  poles  at  every  eighth.  The  track,  which 
is  always  in  first-class  condition,  is  used  for 
work  out  and  speed  trials.  In  the  development 
of  speed  horses  Mr.  Coe  has  been  remarkably 
successful,  and  the  fame  of  the  Air  Line  Stock 
Farm  has  gone  abroad  in  consequence.  At 
present  he  has  on  the  farm  a stallion  six  years 
old,  which  is  valued  at  $9,000.  He  has  a large 
string  of  others  horses,  from  yearlings  that  are 
being  taught  their  first  lessons  in  fast  going,  to 
those  of  a little  more  development,  who  are  be- 
ing properly  gaited,  and  so  on  to  the  fast  ones 
that  have  speed  and  are  being  conditioned  for 
the  hard  battles  of  the  race  track.  A visit  to 
this  well  known  farm  is  always  an  interesting 
one  to  the  horseman. 

JOHN  MORRIS  PEN  FI  ELD.  one  of  the 
more  prominent  of  the  older  citizens  of  Port- 
land, is  a descendant  of  the  old  Penfield  family, 
which  has  been  conspicuous  in  the  history  of 
the  town  for  nearly  two  hundred  years,  lie 
was  born  in  Chatham  (now  Portland)  Septem- 
ber 18,  1829,  a son  of  Hiram  and  Sarah  Par- 
melee  (McNary)  Penfield.  of  whom  a bio- 
graphical review  appears  elsewhere. 

John  M.  Penfield  attended  the  Penfield 
Hill  district  school,  and  recalls  Harrison  Whit- 
comb as  his  best  teacher.  Of  Mr.  Whitcomb 
he  says:  “He  had  but  one  eye,  but  be  could 

see  more  with  it  than  others  could  with  two.” 


136 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Lucius  Waldo,  Mr.  Richardson  and  Elton 
Overton  were  also'  among  his  teachers  in  the 
old  days.  He  did  not  have  any  very  extended 
schooling,  his  parents’  means  not  permitting 
anything  more  than  the  district  school,  and  as 
he  was  the  eldest  child  his  help  was  needed  on 
the  farm.  He  ended  his  school  days  when  he 
was  about  fifteen  years  of  .age,  and  began 
the  life  of  a Connecticut  farmer.  It  was  miuch 
work  with  but  little  play.  Four  o’clock  in  the 
morning  found  them  at  their  labor — a hard 
life,  but  it  made  mien  wJio>  have  swayed  mighty 
interests.  Mir.  Penfield  remained  on  the  farm 
until  shortly  before  he  was  married.  He 
worked  in  the  Brainerd  quarry  at  Portland, 
and  for  a time  traveled  through  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  then  through  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania, as  salesman  for  a publishing  house 
in  Hartford. 

While  he  was  still  a young  man  Mr.  Pen- 
field  married  Miss  Adeline  Johnson,  of  Gilead, 
Conn.  She  became  the  mother  of  two  children  : 
( 1 ) Morris  J.,  a farmer,  was  born  November 
20,  1857,  and  married  Caroline  Johnson,  by 
whom!  he  had  the  following  children : Carl 

Johnson,  born  February  23,  1892;  Edgar  Mc- 
Nary,  June  19,  1893;  and  John  Earl,  July  2, 
1895.  (2)  Edgar  A.  died  young.  The  mother 

died  December  11,  1859,  and  on  January  9, 
1861,  Mr.  Penfield  married  Miss  Nancy  D. 
Hinkley,  of  Chatham,  who  was  born  in  that 
town  July  15,  1840,  a daughter  of  Abner  B. 
and  Samantha  (Higgins)  Hinkley.  Mrs.  Pen- 
field  is  a highly  respected  Christian  woman, 
and  is  refined  and  intelligent.  In  1855 
Mr.  Penfield  moved  to  his  presnt  location,  and 
here  he  has  lived  continuously  since  that  year. 
The  only  building  now  standing,  which  was 
here  at  the  time  of  his  entry  upon  the  place,  is 
an  old  house  which  has  been  moved  back  to 
another  location  and  is  now  used  as  a tobacco 
shed.  Mr.  Penfield  raises  tobacco,  and  carries 
on  general  farming.  He  is  a Democrat,  and 
occupied  a seat  in  the  Connecticut  Legislature 
in  1882,  doing  important  service  there  as  a 
member1  of  the  State  Prison  committee.  He 
has  served  as  selectman  two  years.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Penfield  belong  to  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  are  highly  esteemed  in  that  communion. 
In  1891  he  built  his  present  home,  and  it  is 
today  one  of  the  solid  and  inviting  country 
homes  of  that  town.  At  more  than  three-score 
and  ten  he  is  still  alert  and  vigorous,  and  his 
■“natural  force  is  not  abated,  nor  his  eye 


dimmed  and  watery.”  He  is  exceptionally  well 
preserved  and  entertaining,  has  a good  memory, 
stands  highly,  and  is  a man  of  distinctive  ap- 
pearance. His  industrious  years  have  not  vain- 
ly passed,  as  he  has  lived  well,  and  has  a 
comfortable  competence  for  his  old  age. 

HORACE  HALL  WILCOX,  a well 
known  and  prosperous  citizen  of  the  West- 
field  District,  Middletown,  Middlesex  county, 
was  born  in  that  district  May  17,  1827,  and  is  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  English  fami- 
lies that  found  a home  in  America. 

The  Wilcox  family  is  of  Saxon  origin,  and 
had  its  seat  at  Bury  Saint  Edmunds,  in  the 
county  of  Sfiffolk,  England,  prior  to  the  Nor- 
man Conquest.  Sir  John  Dugdale,  in  his  remi- 
niscences of  Suffolk  county,  mentions  fifteen 
generations  of  the  Wilcox  family  as  having 
lived  there  previous  to  1600.  In  the  reign  of 
Edward  III  Sir  John  Wilcox  was  intrusted 
with  several  important  commands  against  the 
French,  including  that  of  the  crossbowmen 
fronn  Norfolk,  Suffolk  and  Essex  counties. 
The  arnds  of  the  Wilcoxes  of  England  are: 
Per  fesse,  or  and  azure,  a fesse,  gules,  over  all 
a lion  rampant,  azure.  The  family  name  has 
had  different  spellings,  as  Willcox,  Wilcocks 
and  Wilcox. 

The  first  of  the  Wilcox  family  to  came  to 
America  were  John  Wilcox  and  his  son,  John, 
who  settled,  in  1639,  in  Hartford,  where  John, 
Sr.,  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors.  John 
Wilcox,  Jr.,  first  married,  September  17,  1646, 
Sarah,  eldest  daughter  of  William  Wadsworth, 
and  to  that  marriage  came  one  child,  Sarah, 
'born  October  3,  1648.  His  second  marriage 
took  place  January  18,  1650,  to  Catherine, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Stoughton,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  five  children,  viz. : John,  Oc- 
tober 29,  1650;  Thomas;  Mary,  November  13, 
1654;  Israel,  June  19,  1656,  and  Samuel,  No- 
vember 9,  1658.  Mary  the  third  wife  of  John, 
Jr.,  died  in  1671,  the  mother  of  three  children: 
Ephraim,  born  July  9,  1662;  Esther,  Decem- 
ber 9,  1663;  and  Miary,  March  24,  1666.  His 
fourth  wife  was  Esther,  daughter  of  William 
Cornwall.  John  Wilcox,  Jr.,  died  Mlay  24, 
1676. 

Ephraim  Wilcox,  the  first  child  born  to  the 
third  marriage  of  John  Wilcox,  Jr.,  settled  in 
Middletown,  and  was  married  August  23, 
1698,  to  Silence  Hand,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Jane  (Wright)  Hand.  He  became  the  father 
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oi  three  children,  born  in  the  following  order : 
Esther,  January  4,  1707;  Ephraim,  June  4, 
1709;  and  John,  August  8,  1712. 

John  Wilcox,  the  youngest  of  the  three 
children  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  para- 
graph, was  a farmer,  lived  on  Middle  Street, 
Westfield  District,  and  married  Hannah  Wil- 
cox, July  6,  1738.  She  was  born  December 
.24,  1718,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah 
(Sage)  Wilcox.  To  them  came  ten  chil- 
dren, viz.:  John,  born  January  15,  1740,  died 
April  25,  1823;  Samuel,  born  May  8,  1742, 
first)  married  Ruth  Roberts,  and  (second) 
luth  Ward,  and  died  September  4,  1807; 

iezekiah,  born  March  4,  1744,  married  Ra- 
hel  Boardman  November  9,  1775,  and  died 
September  n,  1776;  Joseph,  born  March  29, 
746,  married  Miriam  Bacon,  and  died  Janu- 
jry  31,  1832  ; Hannah,  born  January  28,  1748, 
i ied  February  19,  1826;  Giles,  born  January 
, 1750,  died  in  October,  1838;  Simeon,  born 
ebruary  25,  1752,  died  October  13,  1827; 
ubmit,  born  December  5,  1754,  died  August 
6,  1803;  Comfort,  born  February  17,  1757, 
/as  married  to  Patty  Doolittle  August  10, 
780,  and  settled  in  New  Hampshire;  and  Sa- 
dr, born  February  7,  1760,  was  married  to 
bel  North  February  11,  1788. 

Giles  Wilcox,  the  sixth  of  the  children  just 
nimerated,  was  born  in  Westfield  and  was 
:ared  a farmer.  After  his  marriage,  in  1775, 
: settled  down  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
orace  H.  Wilcox.  It  seems  he  wanted  a 
hiding  site,  and  traded  with  his  wife  for  land 
lough  for  the  purpose,  which  land  came  to 
■r  by  inheritance  and  was  part  of  the  Doud 
tate;  the  farm  proper  she  retained,  but  on  his 
t Giles  erected  his  dwelling  in  1786.  Giles 
ilcox  himself  inherited  considerable  proper- 
, was  very  active  in  public  affairs,  and  was 
•;  :aptain  in  the  local  militia.  He  died  October 
a,  1838.  He  was  a regular  attendant  of  the 
. ptist  Church.  On  November  9,  1775,  Giles 
ilcox  married  Rachel  Doud,  daughter  of 
livid  and  Sarah  (Turner)  Doud.  She  died 
i 1828,  the  mother  of  the  following  named 
( ldren : Olive,  born  November  1,  1776,  mar- 
1 cl  Amos  Churchill,  went  to  New  York  State, 
; 1 there  passed  the  remainder  of  her  life; 
( es,  Jr.,  father  of  Plorace  H.,  was  born  Au- 
f 4 28,  1779;  Sylvester,  born  February  14, 
] >2,  married  Abigail  Bacon  and  built  the  first 
1 ise  north  of  that  of  Horace  H. ; Samuel, 
i n October  20,  1786,  died,  a bachelor,  in 


June,  1842;  Sarah,  born  November  30,  1788, 
wias  first  married  to  Elijah  Wilcox,  and  later 
to  Rev.  Jonathan  Goodwin,  a Baptist  minister, 
and  died  in  Mansfield,  Conn.,  where  she  is 
buried ; three  other  children  born  to  Giles,  Sr., 
died  young. 

Giles  Wilcox,  Jr.,  father  of  Horace  H., 
was  born  in  the  present  residence  of  the  latter. 
H)e  attended  the  district  school  and  worked 
on  the  home  farm  until  he  had  reached  his  ma- 
jority, and  then  moved  to  the  place  now  occu- 
pied by  Frank  E.  Boardman,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  farm  until  1840,  when,  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  he  took  possession  of  his 
birthplace.  There  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  dying  September  20,  1841,  in  the  faith 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Jeffersonian  Democrat.  He  was  road  super- 
visor many  terms,  and  did  much  toward  im- 
proving the  highways.  He  was  a very  suc- 
cessful agriculturist,  and  at  his  death  owned 
three  farms.  His  wife  died  April  17,  1834. 
They  are  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  in  East 
street,  in  Westfield. 

The  marriage  of  Giles  Wilcox,  which  took 
place  February  27,  1803,  was  to  Miss  Lucy 
Clark,  who-  was  born  in  December,  1778, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Biah  Clark,  of 
Westfield.  Four  children  graced  this  union  as 
follows:  Rachel,  born  April  14,  1804,  married 
Selden  G.  Ely,  a farmer,  surveyor  and  school 
teacher,  and  lived  in  Cromwell,  where  she  died 
March  13,  1886;  Susannah  C.  (deceased), 
born  in  March,  1806,  was  married  to  William 
D.  Starr,  of  Middletown,  who  was  for  many 
years  and  until  his  death  the  owner  and  editor 
of  the  Middletown  Sentinel  and  Witness;  Lucy 
Ann,  born  in  1814,  was  married  to  Frederick 
Boardman,  and  became  the  mother  of  Arthur 
Boardman,  whose  biography  will  be  found  on 
another  page;  Horace  H.  is  the  youngest  of 
the  family. 

Horace  H.  Wilcox  was  born  in  the  house 
now  occupied  by  Frank  F.  Boardman,  in  West- 
field,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 
district  schools,  this  being  supplemented  by 
attendance,  for  two  terms,  at  the  Cromwell 
Academy,  for  one  term  at  the  select  school 
taught  by  Daniel  H.  Chase,  in  Middletown, 
and  also  at  the  select  school  of  John  D.  Post, 
at  Meriden.  He  was  but  a lad  when  his  father 
died,  and  he  made  his  home  with  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Ely.  in  Cromwell,  where  he  did  farm 
work  until  his  marriage,  and  then  came  to  his 
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present  farm1  of  seventy-four  acres,  which  was 
left  him  by  his  father,  and  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  general  farming  and  in  grow- 
ing a limited  crop  of  tobacco. 

. Horace  H.  Wilcox  married,  Mlay  27,  1852, 
M/iss  Elvira  L.  Lane,  who  was  born  in  Killing- 
worth,  May  30,  1832,  daughter  of  Gideon  and 
Dency  (Kelsey)  Lane.  Mrs.  Elvira  L.  Wilcox 
was  called  away  October  16,  1888,  and  her 
remains  were  interred  in  the  new  cemetery  at 
Westfield.  The  children  born  to-  this  marriage 
were  three  in  number,  viz. : Rosalie  E.,  who 

was  graduated  from  the  Middletown  high 
school  with  the  class  of  1872,  is  still  under  the 
parental  roof.  D'wight  E.,  a graduate  of  the 
National  Business  College,  at  New  Haven, 
and  of  HannunTs  Business  College,  at  Hart- 
ford, is  now  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm. 
Olin  C.,  also-  a graduate  of  HannunTs  Business 
College,  is  now  a successful  traveling  salesman 
for  Albert  M'eyer  & Bros.,  hatters,  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio;  he  married  Minnie  H.  Cady,  of 
Indianapolis,  Inch,  where  he  has  his  residence; 
they  have  no  children. 

In  politics  Mir.  Wilcox  is  a Democrat.  He 
served  as  school  visitor  for  eighteen  years,  and 
on  the  relief  board  for  many  terms.  He  is  an 
excellent  farmer,  is  well-to-do,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Middletown.  Mr.  Wilcox’s  chief  pleasure 
is  found  in  his  home. 

HARVEY  EDWIN  BUELL,  who  passed 
away  December  6,  1898,  leaving  behind  him 
the  record  of  a life  which  reflects  honor  upon 
his  descendants,  was  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  numerous  families  of  the 
town  of  Clinton,  Middlesex  county. 

William]  Blue-11,  of  Dorchester,  Mass.,  and 
Windsor,  Conn.,  was  born  at  Chesterton,  in 
Huntingdonshire,  England,  about  1610,  and 
emigrated  to  America  about  1630,  settling  first 
in  Massachusetts,  but  later  removing,  about 
1635-36,  to  Windsor,  Conn.,  where  he  died 
November  23,  1681.  His  children  were:  Sam- 
uel, Mary,  Peter,  Hannah,  Hepzebah,  Sarah 
and  Abigail. 

Samuel  Buell  was  born  at  Windsor  in  1641, 
and  in  1664  moved  to  Killingworth,  where 
he  was  a large  landowner.  In  1662  he  mar- 
ried Deborah  Griswold,  whose  father  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Killingworth. 

Samuel  Buell  (2),  son  of  Samuel,  was 
born  in  1663.  He  was  commissioner  of  deeds 


in  Killingworth  from  1706  to  1716.  In  1688 
he  married  Judith  Stevens.  He  died  in  1732 

Capt.  Samuel  Buell,  son  of  Samuel  (2) 
born  March  8,  1690,  married  Abigail  Critten- 
den, and  died  in  1750.  Their  son,  Josiah,  was: 
the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject. 

Josiah  Buell,  born  in  1732,  married  Eliza- 
beth Kelsey,  and  died  in  1806.  Their  sor 
Jared,  the  grandfather  of  Harvey  E.,  was  bond 
June  20,  1771,  in  Clinton,  where  he  followed j 
the  trade  of  cabinetmaker  all  his  life,  was  a 
well-known  mechanic,  and  resided  upon  tin- 
site  of  the  late  home  of  our  subject,  dying  there; 
March  22 f 1852.  On  March  22,  1795,  he  mar- 
ried Lydia  Kelsey,  of  Clinton,  born  in  1771 
who  died  in  i860.  Their  family  consisted  of 
Harvey,  Sherman,  Edward,  Adaline,  Emily 
Delia  Ann  and  Jemima. 

Harvey  Buell,  the  father  of  Harvey  E. 
was  born  in  Clinton,  in  the  old  home,  after  mar 
riage  purchasing  land  in  the  eastern  part  or 
Clinton,  on  the  “old  road”  to  Westbrook,  anc 
he  followed  farming  all  his  life,  dying  January 
31,  1875.  He  married  Hannah  Turner  (borr 
December  25,  1800)  who  died  February  20 
1877.  Mr.  Buell  had  a large  family  and  die. 
not  accumulate  much.  Mrs.  Buell  was  a daugh- 
ter of  a native  of  Westbrook,  and  a sister  0: 
the  noted  temperance  orator,  Reuben  Turner 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buell  were  married  by  Rev( 
Sylvester  Selden,  August  29,  1817,  and  they 
had  children  as  follows:  Jared,  who  marriec 

Lydia  Maria  Wells,  of  Guilford,  is  a carpen 
ter  and  farmer,  and  resides  in  Clinton ; Harve} 
E.  is  mentioned  below ; Cordelia  A.  marriec 
Alanson  LaFayette  Spencer,  of  Westbrook 
Jeannette  E.  is  the  widow  of  Henry  Lane,  0 
Clinton,  where  she  resides;  Henry  H.,  a farm  , 
er  in  Clinton,  married  Josephine  Dibibell;  Ed 
ward  A.,  who  married  Annie  Jackson,  of  Phila 
delphia,  was  a sea  captain,  enlisted  in  the  Civi 
w|ar,  and  earned  honors  (he  died  of  yellov 
fever,  and  was  buried  at  sea)  ; George  A„  f 
farmer  in  Clinton,  married  Maria  Woodstock 
Charles,  who  married  Emma  Ayers,  of  Phila 
delphia,  was  a sea  captain,  a noted  mathemati- 
cian, captain  in  the  West  India  trade,  am 
was  drowned  in  the  Zells  harbor  at  Baltimore 
in  which  city  he  is  buried. 

Plarvey  E.  Buell  was  born  December  31 
1825,  on  his  father’s  farm  in  the  eastern  par 
of  Clinton.  Until  he  was  fifteen  years  oh 
he  attended  the  common  schools,  but  by  tha 
time  the  family  had  increased  and  the  horn 
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began  to  be  crowded,  and  the  youth  decided  to 
I try  to  earn  his  own  living.  Hiring  out  to  a 
neighbor,  John  Stanton,  he  did  farm  work  so 
efficiently  that  in  spite  of  his  youth  Mr.  Stanton 
was  satisfied,  and  there  he  remained  until  he 
was  twenty-one.  While  in  the  employ  of  Mr. 
Stanton  he  saved  enough  money  to  buy  a small 
Diece  of  land  near  his  father’s  home,  and  in 
;’ne  evenings,  after  his  day’s  labor  for  his  em- 
ployer was  done,  he  would  go  and  clear  up 
fis  own  bit  of  property,  pick  up  stones  and 
juild  fence  by  moonlight,  displaying  an  energy 
md  industry  which  wtere  characteristic  of  him 
hroughout  life.  After  his  marriage  he  moved 

0 the  house  which  was  then  owned  by  his 
grandfather,  his  father  having  given  him  his 
uteres t in  it,  and  later  became  the  sole  owner 
if  same  by  purchase  from,  the  other  heirs. 
Necessarily  his  farming  was  commenced  in  a 
mall  way,  but  as  success. attended  his  efforts 
fe  added  to1  his  land  until,  at  one  time,  he  was 
he  largest  landed  proprietor  in  the  town,  own- 
ng  a great  deal  of  valuable  timber  land.  Ready 
ale  was  found  for  this  timber,  for  it  was 
ound  and  true,  and  w'as  used  for  vessel  keels, 
elegraph  poles,  etc.,  immense  quantities  being 
manufactured  for  those  purposes.  His  witch 
;azel  brush  found  ready  sale  after  it  came 
nto  general  use  as  a medical  agent,  and  with 
lie  proceeds  he  was  enabled  to  carry  on 
irge  farming  operations. 

In  addition  to-  being  an  extensive  farmer, 
/Ir.  Buell  engaged  in  shad  fishing  each  spring 

1 Long  Island  Sound,  this  also'  proving  profit- 
ble,  the  large  fish  being  shipped  to  market, 
bile  the  smaller  ones  furnished  a.  perfect  fer- 
ilizer  for  the  land.  Mr.  Buell  possessed  ai 
ertile  mind,  and  sawl  openings  in  business 
bicli  he  was  always  quick  to  take  advantage 
f.  During  the  Civil  war  he  opened  a meat 
larket  in  Clinton,  doing  a good  business, 
ending  delivery  wagons  into  the  surround- 
ig  towns,  and  also  engaged  in  the  manu- 
icture  of  a pure  article  of  vinegar.  1 1 is  stock 
as  also'  a source  of  great  profit,  the  care 
hich  lie  took  of  his  animals  making  them 
ways  desirable  when  put  upon  the  market, 
be  growing  of  sheep  seemed  to'  him  to  offer 
nnunerative  returns,  he  having  made  a scien- 
lic  study  of  the  animal,  and  he  became  one  of 
ic  largest  sheep  growers  in  the  State,  dividing 
mors  with  the  late  James  Bill,  of  Lynne,  as  a 
tiding'  breeder  and  successful  grower.  For 
any  years  he  was  one  of  the  judges  of  sheep 


at  the  Connecticut  State  fair  and  was  a familiar 
figure  on  such  occasions. 

During  his  busy  life  M'r.  Buell  bought  and 
sold  much  land,  and  always  did  some  farming, 
but  in  his  later  years  did  not  follow  it  so  ex- 
tensively as  formerly,  although  he  could  never 
entirely  give  up  his  interest  in  the  soil.  Had 
he  gone  to'  the  West  and  followed  out  his 
progressive  methods  of  farming  he  would  have 
mlade  a name  and  fortune  for  himself,  but  the 
rocky  soil  of  Connecticut  never  responded  as 
would  a more  fertile  one  under  the  same  condi- 
tions of  cultivation. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Buell  was  the  result  of 
paralysis,  and  his  loss  was  one  felt  deeply  by 
the  community.  His  educational  advantages 
had  been  so1  meager  that  he  often  regretted  this 
lack,  yet  he  possessed  so*  excellent  an  under- 
standing that  few  could  ever  detect  any  branch 
of  learning  that  was  not  familiar  to  him,  for 
he  studied  literature  and  the  Bible  constantly. 
Gifted  with  a mind  of  legal  bent,  if  he  had 
early  turned  his  attention  to  the  law  he  would 
have  had  a successful  career  in  that  profession, 
his  oratorical  powers  being  great,  and  his  pub- 
lic discourses  logical,  and  to<  the  point.  His 
excellent  judgment,  good  common  sense  and 
general  powers  of  observation  caused  him  to 
be  frequently  consulted,  and  his  decision  was 
rarely  disputed  by  his  fellow  citizens.  Mr. 
Buell  was  deeply  attached  to  his  home  and 
community,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  ad- 
vance their  interests,  was  a generous  and  loyal 
friend,  and  a man  of  prepossessing  personality. 

Early  in  life  Mr.  Buell  was  a Democrat 
in  his  political  opinions,  but  at  the  time  of 
his  demise  was  a Republican.  His  religious 
connection  was  with  the  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  he  was  highly  esteemed.  The  marriage 
of  Mr.  Buell,  which  meant  so  much  to  him, 
was  to  Nancy  M.  Bushnell,  and  was  celebrated 
December  31,  1846.  She  was  born  October 
31,  1828,  in  Westbrook,  daughter  of  Col.  Aaron 
and  Betsey  (Stannarcl)  Bushnell,  and  died 
March  2,  1900.  To  this  union  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  (1)  Ellen  M.  is  deceased. 

(2)  Grace  is  deceased.  (3)  Ella  Ml.  born  Au- 
gust 6,  1854,  was  married  May  12,  1881.  by 
Rev.  William  Turkington,  to  Wilson  A.  Bar- 
ber, a well-known  farmer  and  tobacco  raiser, 
residing  at  Windsorville,  Conn.,  and  the  event 
was  well  attended  bv  a large  circle  of  friends 
from)  far  and  near.  They  have  had  four  chil- 
dren, Gracie  Buell,  Olin  \\  .,  Earle  (deceased),. 
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■and  Ella  May.  (4)  Grade  A.,  born  March 
26,  1857,  was  married  September  21,  1882, 
by  Rev.  Williami  Warriner,  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  of  Clinton,  assisted  by  Rev.  Mir.  Bliss, 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Chandler,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  Hubert  C. 
Beach,  a native  of  Hebron,  Conn.,  the  wed- 
ding being  one  of  note  in  social  circles.  Mir. 
Beach  is  a member  of  Beach  & Clarridge,  suc- 
cessful manufacturing  chemists  of  Boston. 
They  have  had  two  children,  Cleveland  Harvey 
Buell,  and  Hubert  Buell,  the  latter  dying  when 
tw|o  years  old.  (5)  Charles  Harvey,  died  in 
1864,  when  three  and  one-half  years  old. 

Mr.  Buell  was  socially  connected  with  Clin- 
ton Grange,  No.  77,  P.  of  H.,  of  which  he 
was  a charter  member,  and  also  with  the  State 
Grange,  taking  a deep  and  abiding  interest  in 
these  organizations,  and  being  highly  valued 
in  them].  His  opinions  and  remarks  were  al- 
ways listened  to  with  approbation,  and  if  he 
had  belonged  to  the  public  social  clubs  his 
witty  and  original  remarks  and  anecdotes 
would  have  made  him  a reputation  as  an  after- 
dinner  speaker.  Long  will  he  be  remembered, 
and  his  family  feel  the  honor  of  having  borne 
his  name. 

TITUS  HALE.  For  several  generations 
the  Hale  family  has  been  conspicuous  in  the 
social  and  business  life  of  Portland,  Middle- 
sex county,  and  the  name  is  typical  of  sturdy 
manhood  and  good  citizenship  . Titus  Hale, 
the  head  of  the  family  of  whom  we  write,  of 
Gildersleeve,  is  a plain,  unassuming,  country 
gentleman,  after  the  old  fashion,  dignified,  yet 
social  and  genial,  with  a word  of  good  cheer  to 
all  comers  to  his  hospitable  home,  where  the 
latch-string  is  ever  out,  and  to  which  all  are 
welcomed  with  a warmth  that  makes  one  glad 
he  is  alive. 

The  Hales  are  supposed  to  have  come  from 
Wales,  and  the  earlier  generations  are  said  to 
have  been  men  of  uncommon  size  and  strength. 
In  the  rough  backwoods  days,  when  the  stout- 
est man  was  the  “bully”  of  the  town,  a man 
who  bore  that  name  in  another  community 
heard  of  the  feats  of  Mr.  Hale  of  Glastonbury, 
and  came  over  to  try  conclusions  with  him. 
He  met  Mr.  Hale  on  the  road,  with  a load  of 
cider  barrels,  and  made  known  his  errand. 
The  latter  readily  consented,  and  agreed  to 
meet  him  the  following  day.  In  the  meantime 
be  invited  him  b>  have  a drink  of  cider ; and 


knocking  out  the  bung  of  one  of  the  barrels,  j 
took  it  in  his  hands  by  the  chimb,  and,  raising  ; 
it  to  his  lips,  drank  deeply,  and  then  invited  i 
the  astonished  stranger  to  help  himself.  He 
declined,  and  Mr.  Hale,  replacing  the  barrel,  1 
drove  on.  That  was  the  last  ever  seen  of  the  | 
ambitious  aspirant,  who  thought  such  strength  I 
was  too  much  to  encounter. 

Titus  Hale  stands  pre-eminent  among  the  ! 
older  business  men  of  Portland,  whose  lives  |i 
have  been  spent  in  honest  trade.  Without  a ! 
record  of  their  deeds  and  character  their  1 
names  would  be  lost,  and  posterity  be  ignorant  j 
of  their  worth,  their  learning,  and  their  genu-  j 
ine  manliness.  Tradition  soon  fails,  and  is  as  j 
inadequate  as  it  is  unreliable.  Mr.  Hale  de-  ! 
scends  from  one  of  the  old  Colonial  families,  ' 
and  his  ancestors  appear  as  land  owners  in  j 
Glastonbury  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  years  | 
ago.  Samuel  and  _ Thomas  Hale  were  the  f 
progenitors  of  the  family,  which,  while  numer-  , 
ous  in  Hartford  county,  is  now  scattered  all  * 
over  the  United  States.  Samiuel  Hale  w'as  in  ! 
Hartford  as  early  as  1637,  and  served  in  the  ' 
Pequot  war.  His  descendants  have  been  very  f 
numerous  in  Glastonbury. 

Titus  Hale  was  born  March  12,  1824,  in  . 
what  is  known  as  the  Matson  Hill  District,  in  * 
South  Glastonbury,  son  of  Chester  and  Nancy  ; 
(Chapman)  Hale.  Chester  Hale  was  born  in  j 
what  was  then  Chatham  (now  Portland),  in  ‘ 
December,  1794.  His  wife  was  born  in  1800,  j 
in  South  Glastonbury,  and  was  a daughter  of  ! 
Asael  Chapman,  who  was  a ship  carpenter,  j 
and  lost  his  life  by  falling  from  a vessel  which 
he  had  built,  while  it  was  being  launched  at 
Log  Landing,  Glastonbury.  When  but  a 
young  man  Chester  Hale  was  thrown  on  his 
own  resources.  He  found  work  in  the  Port-  i 
land  stone  quarry,  and,  bearing  frugal  and  in-  j 
dustrious,  from  his  savings  he  secured  a start  , 
in  life.  He  married  when  young,  and  went 
to  housekeeping  in  South  Glastonbury,  on  the 
farm)  where  his  children  were  born  and  reared, 
and  where  he  resided  until  the  spring  of  1854, 
when  he  came  to  live  in  the  home  of  his  son 
Titus,  in  Portland,  dying  there  July  28,  1854. 
When  Chester  Hale  was  a young  man  his  pros- 
pects seemed  bright.  He  had  a good  physique, 
an  extraordinarily  powerful  grip,  and  pos-  j 
sessed  much  more  than  the  ordinary  intelli- 
gence. His  great  strength,  combined  with  in-  ! 
dustry  and  thrift,  apparently  assured  a bright 
and  successful  career.  But  at  the  very  cub 
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mination  of  his  manly  powers,  he  was  pros- 
trated as  the  result  of  overwork,  and  for  years 
was  incapacitated  for  hard  labor.  A par- 
tial recovery  was  followed  'by  a relapse,  which 
greatly  prolonged  the  period  during  which  he 
was  alm'/ost  helpless.  In  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  his  strength  came  back  to  him  in  a meas- 
ure, yet  his  period  of  activity  had  passed,  and 
he  could  not  undertake  any  great  and  exten- 
sive labor.  During  his  long  illness  the  noble 
and  beautiful  nature  of  his  wife  became  ap- 
parent. Her  management  was  excellent,  the 
training  of  her  sons,  then  growing  up,  was 
perfect,  and,  like  the  woman  of  old,  “her  chil- 
dren rise  up  and  call  her  blessed.”  The  family 
had  a good  home.  M:rs.  Hale  lived  until  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1 88 1,  dying  in  Portland,  when 
eighty-one  years  old,  and  was  buried  by  the 
side  of  her  husband  in  the  South  Glastonbury 
eemetery.  Chester  Hale  was  a good  citizen, 
and  exercised  much  influence  in  his  com- 
nunity,  and  his  integrity  and  honesty  were 
lever  questioned.  Politically  he  was  a Demo- 
crat. The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mbs.  Chester 
Hale  were  as  follows:  (i)  Henry,  born  in 
0820,  died  in  August,  1897,  in  Glastonbury. 
He  was  employed  in  his  early  life  in  the  Pjort- 
and  quarries,  carried  on  general  farming  for 
some  years  in  Glastonbury,  and  was  then  in 
he  market  business  for  a time,  after  which  he 
went  into  tobacco  raising.  He  left  two'  sons 
and  one  daughter.  (2)  Hector  died  in  child- 
lood.  (3)  Titus  is  the  subject  proper  of  this 
writing.  (4)  Truman  never  married.  He  is 
Hie  of  the  successful  farmers  of  Hartford 
ounty,  and  lives  in  Hockanum.  (5)  Hudson 
s a farmer  of  Portland,  Conn.  (6)  Obed  was 

I farmer,  and  resided  in  Glastonbury,  where 
ic  died. 

Ephraim  ,Hale,  the  grandfather  of  Titus, 
vas  born  in  Glastonbury  in  1769,  and  died 
Vlarch  24,  1842.  He  was  a son  of  Elisha 
I Iale,  who  was  twice  married.  Ephraim  Hale 
narried  Betty  Morlev,  a native  of  Glas- 
onbury,  born  in  1770,  and  died  October  30, 
838.  Both  were  buried  in  the  South  Glaston- 
•ury  cemetery.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
armer,  and  he  was  a man  highly  respected  by 

II  who  knew  him.  The  following  is  a brief 
ccount  of  his  children : Annie  married  Sam- 
el Billings,  and  died  in  Glastonbury.  Betsey 
larried  Anson  Chapman,  and  died  in  Glaston- 
nry.  Ruth  married  Daniel  Ackley,  of 
hat-ham,  and  died  in  Portland.  Emily  mar- 
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ried  a Mr.  Simpson,  and  lived  and  died  in 
Glastonbury.  Caroline  never  married.  Ches- 
ter was  the  father  of  Titus  Hale.  William 
was  a farmer,  and  died  in  Portland.  Josiah 
died  in  Glastonbury,  where  he  was  a clothier 
and  farmer  all  his  life.  The  father,  Ephraim 
Hale,  was  drafted  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  his  son  Chester  was  en  route  to  the 
seat  of  war  from  New  London,  as  his  substi- 
tute, when  news  of  peace  was  received. 

Titus  Hale  was  reared  in  South  Glas- 
tonbury, as  a farmer  boy,  and  attended 
school  in  the  Matson  Hill  District;  he- 
remembers  Nelson  Goodrich  and  Quentin  Cur- 
tis among  his  earlier  teachers.  Work  for  Con- 
necticut farmer  boys  in  those  days  was 
plentiful,  and  young  Titus  soon  found  his; 
schooling  limited  to-  the  few  winter  months.  He 
had  a term  of  school  at  the  Glastonbury  Acad- 
emy which  was  all  the  education  he  received 
outside  of  the  district  school.  He  worked  some- 
seven  seasons,  beginning  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years,  in  the  Portland  quarry,  and  his 
parents  held  his  earnings  until  he  was  of  age. 
While  working  in  Portland  he  formed  the 
acquaintance  of  the  young  woman  who,  on 
December  22,  1846,  became  his  wife,  Miss 
Mary  K.  Strong,  daughter  of  Kellogg  and 
Almira  (House)  Strong.  Her  father  was 
a farmer,  and  resided  on  the  farm  where  Mr. 
Hale  is  now'  living,  with  the  widow  of  his  son,. 
Henry  T.  Hale.  Kellogg  Strong  was  born 
October  30,  1791,  and  his  wife  May  30,  1792. 

After  leaving  the  quarry  Titus  Hale  as- 
sumed the  management  of  his  father-in-law’s 
farm,  and  in  this  work  his  business  ability  be- 
came quickly  apparent.  After  five  years  lie- 
purchased  the  estate,  which  then  consisted  of 
seventy  acres,  improved  it  every  year,  and 
made  frequent  additions  of  the  surrounding 
lands.  He  bought  the  Bartlett  farm,  of  120 
acres,  and  a wooded  tract  of  fifty  acres,  and 
became  one  of  the  most  extensive  landowners 
of  this  part  of  the  State,  and  though  he  sold 
some  land  very  advantageouslv  lie  owned  at 
one  time  a magnificent  rural  estate.  It  was 
called  the  best  farm  in  the  county,  and  its 
cultivation  was  conducted  with  forethought 
and  energy.  When  he  lxnight  his  farm  it  cost 
him  six  thousand  dollars,  and  he  had  nothing 
left  with  which  to  operate  and  stock  it.  This, 
did  not  discourage  him,  for  two  years  later 
he  lxnight  more  land,  at  a cost  of  twenty-two 
hundred  dollars.  Mr.  Hale  was  a director  of 
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the  Shaler  & Hale  Quarry  Co.  for  several 
years.  He  found,  as  the  years  crept  by,  that  his 
interests  were  becoming-  too  burdensome,  and 
the  farm  was  sold  to  his  two  sons,  Chester  K. 
and  Edward  S.  He  now  resides  at  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  has  lived  for  fifty  years. 
Mr.  Hale  has  had  a long  and  busy  career,  dur- 
ing which  he  has  established  himself  in  the 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  He  keeps  in 
close  touch  with  the  world,  and  has  a surpris- 
ing command  of  his  'bodily  and  mental  powers, 
for  one  who  has  reached  his  years,  after  such 
close  and  absorbing  labors. 

Mir.  Hale  is  the  father  of  the  following 
family : Asaph  H.  is  a member  of  the  lumber 
firm  of  Strong  & Hale,  of  Portland,  and  his 
biography  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Jenny  Lind,  the  eldest  daughter,  was  born 
March  19,  1851,  and  died  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen. Chester  K.  is  the  subject  of  a separate 
sketch  in  this  work.  Edward  S.  Hale,  and 
Harry  T.,  are  also  mentioned  elsewhere. 

Mrs.  Titus  Hale  died  July  20,  1898.  She 
was  a true  wife  and  mother,  and  a most  excel- 
lent woman  in  every  respect.  The  character 
and  standing  of  all  the  children  attest  the  in- 
fluence of  the  parents  from  whom  they  sprang, 
and  under  whose  influence  they  were  reared. 
Mrs.  Hale  was  a woman  of  rare  business 
traits,  and  her  husband  always  found  her  ad- 
vice valuable.  The  golden  wedding  of  Mr. 
Hale  and  his  estimable  wife  was  celebrated 
in  the  room  where  they  were  married,  and  was 
a grand  affair. 

ML  Hale  is  a public-spirited  citizen,  and 
has  served  on  the  board  of  selectmen  and  the 
board  of  relief,  and  held  various  minor  posi- 
tions. He  is  a Democrat  on  all  State  and  Na- 
tional issues,  but  in  local  affairs  demands  char- 
acter and  ability,  rather  than  partisanship. 
Mr.  Hale  was  for  years  a prominent  member 
of  the  famous  Portland  Lyceum,  which  had 
a wide  reputation  as  a debating  club,  being 
several  years  its  president,  has  filled  a large 
place  in  the  world,  and  has  exerted  a wide 
influence  for  good,  but  finds  his  greatest  com- 
fort and  satisfaction  in  the  honorable  standing 
and  fortunate  conditions  of  life  that  have  at- 
tended all  his  children. 

, WILLIAM]  FOWLER,  magistrate,  and 
the  emigrant  ancestor  of  all  or  mjost  of  the 
Fowlers  in  Connecticut,  arrived  in  Boston  from' 
England  June  26,  1637,  in  company  with  John 


Davenport,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Peter  Prudden  * 
and  “others  of  good  character  and  fortunes.’  j 
He  accompanied  Mr.  Davenport  and  others  tc 
what  is  now1  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1638,  wap' 
at  the  famous  meeting  in  Mr.  NJewman’s  barn  i 
June  4,  1639,  when  the  constitution  of  tht 
Newi  Haven  Colony  was  adopted,  and  sub-i 
scribed  to  that  agreement.  He  afterward 
moved  to  Milford,  and  was  one  of  those  tc  i 
whom  the  deed  of  Milford  was  given  in  trus; 
for  the  body  of  planters.  Mr.  Fowler  was  i 
chosen  one  of  the  first  judges  of  the  Colony. ' 
In  1643  be  was  chosen  magistrate,  and  acted 
until  1654,  and  he  wlas  one  of  the  seven  pillars , 
of  the  Milford  Church.  His  death  occurred;1 
in  1660. 

(II)  John  Fowder  married,  in  1647,  Mary.; 

daughter  of  George  Hubbard,  and  in  16491 
removed  with  his  father-in-law  to  Guilford, 
where  he  remained.  He  is  mentioned  as  one 
of  the  original  proprietors.  He  was  chosen 
deacon  of  the  church  in  Guilford;  depu- 
ty to  the  Colonial  Court  at  New  Haven  in 
1661  and  1664;  and  after  the  Connecticut  and  | 
New  Haven  colonies  united,  in  1665,  he  was? 
deputy  to  Hartford,  in  the  General  Assembly,  j 
many  times.  He  died  September  14,  1676,  and  ■ 
his  wife  died  April  13,  1703.  ] \ 

(III)  Abraham  Fowler,  born  August  29,  * 

1652,  married  August  29,  1677,  Elizabeth; 
Bartlett,  daughter  of  Deacon  George,  of  Guil- 
ford.  M'r.  Fowler  was  a carpenter,  'but  a i 
mian  of  talent.  He  -was  many  times  a deputy  j 
to  the  General  Court  and  to  the  House  of  j 
Assistants.  In  1705  he  was  appointed  a;  justice  j 
of  the  peace,  and  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
County^  Court,  which  station  he  held  until  j 
his  death,  in  December,  1720.  His  wife  died  j 
October  4,  1742.  j 

(IV)  Josiah  Fowler,  born  in  1688,  mar-  i 
ried  January  6,  1723,  Hannah  Baldwin.  He; 
removed  to  Durham1  as  early  as  1714.  He  was : 
appointed  to  take  care  of  the  public  lands,  was 
lister,  surveyor  and  captain.  His  400-acre 
farm|  is  referred  to  in  the  records  of  the  town, 
and  he  built  the  largest  house  in  the  town, 
which  he  ever  kept  open  for  hospitality.  He 
died  September  7,  1757. 

(V)  Caleb  Fowler,  born  January  6,  1727, 
inherited  the  family  homestead  in  Durham. 
He  married,  January  10,  1759,  Anna  Rose, 
of  Nbrth  Branford,  bom  September  20,  1735. 
who  had  been  a school  teacher,  and  he  him- 
self taught  a district  school,  winters,  for  about 
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lirty  years.  Their  children  received  a better 
lucation  than  was  common  in  those  times, 
fi-.  Fowler  was  a large  farmer.  He  was 
ninently  a pious  man,  and  was  regular  and 
;ry  systematic  and  methodical  in  all  his  habits, 
l uring  the  war  of  the  Revolution  he  was  an 
•dent  Whig,  took  pains  to  manufacture  salt- 
ire for  powder;  furnished  a soldier  for  the 
>my  for  some  time;  and  lent  money  to  the 
|overnment,  some  of  which  was  still  due  in 
358.  He  died  June  21,  1807,  in  the  eighty- 
-st  year  of  his  age.  His  wife,  Anna  (Rose), 
ed  Mjay  10,  1798,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of 
ir  age. 

(VI)  Reuben  Rose  Fowler,  born  in  Dur- 
um June  17,  1763,  married  Miarch  14,  1790, 
atherine  Chauncy,  mho  was  born  August  6, 
765,  daughter  of  Elnathan  and  Elizabeth 
Worthington)  Chauncy,  the  former  a descend- 
lt  in  the  fourth  generation  from  the  emigrant 
icestor  Charles  Chauncy  (who  came  from 
ngland  to  Plymouth  in  1638,  and  became  the 
cond  president  of  Harvard  College),  his  line 
:ing  through  Rev.  Nathaniel  and  Rev.  Na- 
aniel  Chauncy. 

As  mentioned  previously,  the  parents  of 
ieuben  Rose  Fowler  were  both  school  teach- 
and  at  fifteen  the  son  himself  taught  a 
| strict  school  in  Guilford,  and  aftervVard  else- 
here  repeatedly.  So  thorough  an  English 
1 ueation  did  he  obtain  in  the  process  of  time 
at  Jamies  Wadsworth,  of  Genesee,  N.  Y., 
mself  a highly  educated  man,  said  of  him 
at  “he  understood  the  English  language,  in 
vocabulary  and  construction,  better  than  any 
an  I ever  knewt”  He  also  became  an  excellent 
•ench  scholar.  On  leaving  Durham  fie  es- 
ilished  himself  as  a merchant  in  New  Haven, 
lere  he  was  successful,  and  was  of  the  same 
mding  with  Titus  Street  and  Abraham 
adley.  With  success  his  views  became  broad- 
and  his  hopes  higher.  Taking  letters  from 
esident  Stiles  and  other  gentlemen  in  New 
iven,  he  established  himself  as  a merchant  in 
nvbern,  N.  C.  Not  finding  his  business  equal 
his  expectations,  lie  returned  to  Connecticut. 

1 purchased  a tract  of  several  hundred  acres 
wild  land  in  Whitestown,  N.  Y.,  and  soon 
erward  commenced  clearing  a part  of  it, 
d after  his  marriage,  in  1790,  he  went  with 
1 wife  upon  his  new  farm,.  There  he  hi- 
red with  good  success;  but  the  climate  or  the 
uipation  not  agreeing  with  his  health,  or  with 
tastes  of  either  his  wife  or  himself,  he 
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sold  his  farm  and  returned  to  Connecticut, 
and  for  some  years  resided  in  Killingworth, 
now  Clinton.  There,  with  Dr.  Aaron  Elliott, 
he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  steel. 
He  was  also  occupied  in  land  speculations  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  From;  1800  until 
1807  he  cultivated  the  home  farm  in  Durham, 
and  in  1809  removed  to. East  Guilford  (now 
Madison),  Conn.,  where  he  engaged,  first  in 
mercantile  pursuits,  and  then  in  agriculture, 
and  where  he  continued  to  reside  while  he 
lived. 

Mr.  Fowler  was  a man  of  great  energy  of 
character,  of  great  enterprise  in  business,  and 
of  great  confidence  in  his  own  perceptions  of 
truth  and  duty.  He  was  discriminating  and 
acute  in  his  judgments,  able  in  argument,  and 
sharp  in  reply  and  retort  when  unfairly  pressed. 
In  early  life  he  made  a public  profession  of 
religion,  and  became  well  acquainted  with  the 
doctrines  and  evidences  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion, and  with  principles  of  law  and  of  poli- 
tics. He  was  a stanch  Federalist,  and  then  a 
Whig,  who  never  wavered. 

(VII)  William  Chauncy  Fowler,  LL.  D., 
educator,  son  of  Reuben  Rose  Fowler,  born 
September  1,  1793,  in  Killingworth,  married, 
July  21,  1825,  Harriet  Webster  Cobb,  daughter 
of  Noah  Webster,'  LL.  D.,  and  widow  of  Ed- 
ward Cobb,  of  Portland.  She  died  March  30, 
1844.  Their  children  were : Emily  Ellsworth  ; 
Charles  Chauncy;  William  Worthington;  and 
Webster  Winthrop,  born  March  3,  1835,  who 
died  September  1,  1842. 

When  William  Chauncy  Fowler  was  four 
years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Durham, 
Conn.,  where  he  was  educated  until  he  en- 
tered Yale  College,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1816.  While  at  Yale  he  studied  theolo- 
gy, and  officiated  as  rector  of  the  Hopkins 
Grammar  School.  Fie  became  a tutor  at  Yale 
in  1819,  remaining  two  years,  when  he  was 
made  pastor  of  a Congregational  Church  in 
Greenfield,  Mass.  In  1825  he  accepted  the  pro- 
fessorship of  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philoso- 
phy in  MSddlebury  (Vt.)  College,  whence  he 
resigned  to  take  the  chair  of  Rhetoric  and 
Oratory  in  Amherst  College,  in  1843.  He 
engaged  in  various  literary  labors,  and  after 
his  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  Noah  Web- 
ster edited  for  his  father-in-law  the  university 
edition  of  Wel>stcr’s  Dictionary.  With  all  his 
literary  work  lie  found  time  to  serve  in  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  1851,  and  in 
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the  Senate  of  Connecticut  in  1864.  He  was  a 
voluminous  writer  and  his  “English  Gram- 
mar” was  extensively  used  as  a text-book  in 
the  schools.  He  died  in  Durham,  January  15, 
1881.  Mr.  Fowler  was  a member  and  chair- 
man of  the  school  board  in  Durham  for  twenty- 
five  years,  also  served  as  selectman  of  the 
town,  and,  as  may  be  inferred,  was  public- 
spirited.  He  was  a gentleman  of  the  old  school, 
and  very  hospitable. 

Charles  Chauncy  Fowler  graduated  from 
Amherst  College,  and  was  admitted  to-  the  Bar 
in  New  York.  He  miarried  Ella,  daughter 
of  Edward  Camp,  of  Durham,  and  both  are 
now  deceased.  They  had  three  children,  Har- 
riet Webster,  Catherine  Worthington  and 
Charles  Chauncy,  all  of  whoml  now  reside  in 
New  York  City. 

William  Worthington  Fowler  gradu- 
ated from;  Amherst  College  in  1854,  as  valedic- 
torian of  his  class,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
New  York,  and  practiced  for  fiften  years  in 
that  city,  where  he  commenced  with  'Schell, 
Slasson  & Hutchins.  In  1870  he  settled  in 
Durham,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
useful  life,  dying  there  September  18,  1881. 
He  was  active  in  public  life,  serving  as  town 
clerk,  justice  of  the  peace,  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate in  1875,  and  of  the  Legislature  in  1879-80. 
However,  it  was  to'  his  literary  work?  that 
he  gave  his  whole  attention,  and  that  had 
special  charm;  for  him.  He  was  a member  of 
the  American  Philological  Society.  . 

William  W.  Fowler  married  Gertrude  Van 
Ness  Smith,  daughter  of  Simeon  Parsons 
Smith,  and  granddaughter  of  Rev.  David  and 
Catherine  (Goodrich)  Smith.  Simeon  P. 
Smith  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in 
New!  York  City.  To'  Mr.  and  M(rs.  Fowler 
were  born  five  children : Ellis  Worthington 

(who  died  in  infancy),  William  Chauncy, 
Grace  Roosevelt,  Gertrude  Webster  (who  died 
at  the  age  of  six  years),  and  Eliza  Lylean. 

ALBERT  BACON:,  one  of  the  best  citizens 
of  the  town  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county, 
resides  in  Westfield,  about  four  miles  from  the 
city.  The  Bacons,  wbo  are  numerous  in  the 
town,  belong  to  two'  distinct  branches : the 
Westfield  Bacons,  of  which  Albert  Bacon  is 
a worthy  representative,  and  the  Middletown 
Bacons. 

Michael  Bacon,  the  ancestor  of  Albert,  came 


from  Ireland,  and  in  1640  located  at  Dedharr1 
Mass.,  where  he  became  a prominent  propert 
owner  and  reared  a family,  all  the  member 
of  which  were  well  spoken  of  in  the  records 
They  were  Michael,  Daniel,  John  and  Sarah  : 

Nathaniel  Bacon,  supposed  to  have  been1; 
a child  of  one  of  the  above  named  sons,  cami't 
to  Middletown,  and  settled  on  Newfield  Street  jj 
where  he  took  up  land  running  from  Little  j 
river  back  to  “Lamentation  Mount” — a strip! 
five  miles  long  and  half  a mile  broad.  At 
portion  of  this  tract  is  now  owned  by  Albert  j 
Bacon.  Among  the  children  of  Nathaniel  Ba- 1 
con  was  Benjamin  Bacon,  born  in  1708.  He 
married  Rhoda,  daughter  of  Gov.  Miller,  of!; 
Middlefield,  and  among  their  children  were 
Phineas  and  Ebenezer,  the  former  of  whom 
became  the  great-grandfather  of  Albert  Bacon. : 
Ebenezer  was  noteworthy  as  one  of  the  found- j 
ers  of  the  South  Congregational  Church  in? 
Middletown,  where  he  married  Miss  Millicent ; 
Cornwall. 

Phineas  Bacon,  born  in  1744,  died  in  1816.  j 
He  was  a tanner  and  shoemaker  and  a farmer,  j 
owning  the  place  now  occupied  by  Mirs.  Charles  f 
Bacon,  in  Westfield.  His  later  life  was  spent  f 
on  a farm  which  is  now  occupied  by  Charles 
E.  Bacon.  During  the  war  of  the  Revolution  \ 
he  was  drafted,  but  furnished  a substitute.  He  \ 
kept  a tavern,  and  was  a prominent  figure  in  ; 
the  old  days.  His  remains  lie  in  the  Miner  , 
cemetery.  He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  ‘ 
Itham'ar  Atkins,  and  they  had  the  following 
children:  Benjamin;  Rhoda,  who  married 

William  Ward,  and  later  became  Airs.  Cook; 
Sarah,  who'  married  Comfort  Johnson;  Mary, 
who  married  Seth  Wilcox;  Jemima,  who  mar- 
ried Comfort  Hall;  Phineas,  who  died  before 
becoming  of  age;  and  Abigail,  who  married  < 
Sylvester  Wilcox. 

Benjamin  Bacon,  grandfather  of  Albert,  j 
was  born  in  1767,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  , 
by  Joel  E.  Bacon,  and  died  in  1840.  When 
a young  man  he  went  to  live  with  his  uncle, 
Ebenezer  Bacon,  who  was  a large  property 
owner.  He  married  Abiah  Cornwell,  and 
had  the  following  family : Ebenezer,  who  mar- 
ried Lavinia  Wilcox;  Benjamin,  who  married 
Lucy  Warner,  and,  after  her  death,  Mary 
Sturtevant;  Phineas,  who  married  Sarah 
Paddock;  Daniel  Ml,  who  married  Harriet 
Hall;  Sarah,  who  married  Samuel  G.  Wilcox; 
and  Alary,  who  married  Orrin  Gilbert  (they 
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were  the  parents  of  Thomas  Gilbert,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere). 

Ebenf.zer  Bacon,  the  father  of  Albert, 
was  born  October  2,  1789,  in  Westfield,  on  the 
farm  now  known  as  the  “Sears  Farm,”  and 
while  a young  man  went  to  live  with  his  grand- 
father. After  his  grandfather's  death  the 
management  of  the  home  place  came  into  his 
hands,  and  he  devoted  his  life  to  his  most  im- 
mediate duties  of  cultivating  and  improving 
the  family  inheritance.  Politically  Ebenezer 
Bacon  was  a Whig  all  his  active  life;  he  served 
once  as  selectman,  much  against  his  wishes. 
He  was  a member  of  and  a contributor  to  the 
Westfield  Congregational  Church.  His  judg- 
ment was  regarded  as  exceptionally  good  and 
valuable,  and  his  reputation  in  the  community 
was  very  high.  Ebenezer  Bacon  was  one  of 
hose  upright,  honest  old  men  who  considered 
hat  his  word  should  be  kept  at  all  times, 
donor  with  him  was  a highly  prized  and  much 
admired  quality.  He  had  a very  keen  sense 
>f  humor,  and  his  power  of  retort  was  quick 
ind  strong;  he  always  had  a reply  ready  for 
my  kind  of  a question  or  comment.  Gruff  in 
ome  ways,  a gruff  reply  or  refusal  was  often 
oon  followed  by  words  of  kindness  or  a gen- 
rous  act.  Ele  had  a kind  heart,  and  his  sym- 
pathies were  often  aroused  when  his  manner 
;ave  no  indication  of  his  feelings.  He  said 
nly  what  he  knew  to  be  true,  and  when  he 
aid  anything  he  meant  it.  He  was  a strong 
dmirer  of  principle  in  everyone,  and  he  him- 
elf  was  a man  of  strong  principles.  During 
re  war  of  1812,  in  company  with  Julius  Yale 
nd  Jedediah  Wilcox,  ML  Bacon  was  engaged 
1 hauling  freight  and  produce  from  New 
faven  to  Boston.  The  British  held  the  water, 
1 id  no'  goods  could  move  by  sea.  Mr.  Bacon 
ied  December  20,  1881,  and  retained  his 
icnlties  to'  the  last.  Notwithstanding  his  ad- 
mced  age  of  ninety-two,  his  remarkable 
emory  enabled  him  to  recall  the  events  of  his 
>yhood  with  ease,  and  his  company  was  much 
'light,  for  he  was  always  entertaining.  He 
as  a man  who  would  have  heen  a credit  to 
iy  family,  and  honored  the  name  of  Bacon, 
rs.  Ebenezer  Bacon  was  a daughter  of  Joseph 
ul  Miriam  (Bacon)  Wilcox.  She  came  to 
t death  at  the  hands  of  a robber,  Septem- 
r 24,  1843,  'n  the  house  now  occupied  by 
larles  E.  Bacon.  The  dastardly  deed  was 
11 11  fitted  to'  cover  the  robbery,  and  the  crim- 
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inal  found  guilty  was  the  last  to  be  hanged 
from  Middlesex  county. 

The  children  of  Ebenezer  and  Lavinia 
(Wilcox)  Bacon  wtere:  Albert;  Charles,  who 
married  Harriet  N.  Bacon  (Charles  E.  Bacon, 
their  son,  is  the  subject  of  a sketch  elsewhere)  ; 
and  Sarah,  widow  of  Isaac  Coe,  now  living 
in  Nebraska. 

Albert  Bacon  was  born  March  15,  1818, 
in  Westfield,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Charles  E.  Bacon.  He  received  both  a district 
and  an  academic  training,  attending  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Westfield,  and  the  academies 
at  Berlin  and  Cromwell.  He  remained  at  home 
until  about  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and  when 
a young  man  taught  school  for  ten  winters  in 
the  towns  of  Rocky  Hill,  Cromwell  and  East 
Berlin,  as  well  as  in  his  native  town,  meeting 
with  gratifying  success  in  the  profession.  In 
the  summer  of  1839  he  went  to  live  with  his 
grandfather,  Benjamin  Bacon,  during  whose 
lifetime  he  spent  his  summers  at  that  place. 
About  1842  he  bought  the  farm  where  he  now 
lives,  from  Walter  Bacon,  and  has  lived  there 
ever  since  his  removal  to  the  place,  in  1844. 
As  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  reliable 
farmers  of  Middletown  bis  standing  is  un- 
questioned. 

Mr.  Bacon  was  married,  June  11,  1844,  ten 
Lydia  H.  Wilcox,  born  July  8,  1824,  in  West 
Cromwell,  a daughter  of  Alsa  and  Emily 
(Treat)  Wilcox.  Sbe  died  July  22,  1893,  the 
mother  of  the  following  named  children : 
Eben  Wilcox,  Emma  Hart,  and  M'arv  Lydia, 
all  of  whom  survive  but  the  last  named,  who 
died  when  five  years  old. 

Mr.  Bacon  is  a Republican,  as  was  his  fa- 
ther before  him.  Since  1873  he  has  been 
deacon  of  the  Westfield  Congregational 
Church,  and  is  one  of  its  reliable  supporters 
and  most  generous  contributors,  lie  is  a man 
of  fine  character,  and  holds  an  enviable  posi- 
tion in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  none 
the  less  'because  his  native  modest v and  aver- 
sion to  notoriety  are  among  his  most  notable 
traits. 

HENRY  LEE  STEWART  was  born  May 
17,  1821,  and  was  a son  of  John  Stewart, 
long  a successful  merchant,  ship  builder  and 
vessel  owner.  A younger  sister,  Delia,  was 
born  in  1823,  an<l  died  >"  July,  1891. 

Daniel  Stewart,  his  great-grandfather,  was 
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born  in  the  town  of  Colchester,  April  4,  1745. 
With  his  wife  Elizabeth,  and  a brother  Michael 
and  the  latter’s  wife,  Margaret,  he  removed  to 
Chatham  (now)  Portland),  where  he  died,  in 
April,  1826.  His  son  James,  the  grandfather 
of  Henry  L.,  was  born  in  1771,  and  early  en- 
tered the  merchant  mlarine,  in  which  he  rose 
to  be  captain.  He  died  at  sea,  in  1822.  His 
wife  was  Grace  Pelton,  and  to  therm  were  born 
six  children,  none  of  whom  are  living:  San- 

ford Was  a farmer  in  Chatham  ; John  was  the 
father  of  Henry  L.,  and  a brief  summary  of 
the  salient  facts  in  his  life  may  be  found  in 
a succeeding-  paragraph ; George,  the  third  son, 
died  in  childhood;  James  followed  the  profes- 
sion of  his  father,  and  became  captain  of  a 
sailing  vessel;  Charlotte  married  Jonathan 
Childs;  and  Eliza  became  M!rs.  John  Denir 
ming. 

John  Stewart  was  born  in  Chathami  on 
February  10,  1795.  He  was  a merchant  and 
ship  builder  of  Middle  Haddam,  and  in  both 
lines  of  trade  w'as  eminently  successful.  He 
continued  to  carry  on  a shipyard  until  1840, 
when  the  scarcity  of  suitable  timber  compelled 
himi  to'  abandon  the  enterprise.  He  built  thirty- 
four  vessels,  and  at  times  employed  as  many 
as  175  men.  At  the  time  of  his  demise  he 
yet  owned  many  ships,  chiefly  engaged  in  the 
European  and  coast-wise  trade.  He  died  in 
Middle  Haddam,  September  16,  i860.  Politic- 
ally' he  was  always  an  ardent  Democrat,  and 
he  enjoyed  to'  a remarkable  degree  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  of  both 
town  and  county,  whoi  not  only  chose  him  to 
fill  all  the  minor  offices  within  their  gift,  but 
also  elected  him  State  Senator  and  Judge  of 
the  County  Court.  He  Was  a communicant 
in  the  Episcopal  Church,  as  had  been  his  par- 
ents and  grandparents.  His  wife  was  Dru- 
silla,  a daughter  of  Jesse  and  Drusilla  (Dart) 
Hurd,  of  Chatham,  who>  was  born  November 
12,  1796,  and  died  June  16,  1891,  in  her  ninety- 
fifth  year.  Her  vigorous  vitality  came  to  her 
as  an  inheritance  front1  a long  line  of  ancestors 
distinguished  for  physical  strength  no  less  than 
for  longevity. 

The  H'urd  Family  was  of  Scotch  origin. 
There  is  some  question  as  to  whether  the 
patronymic  was  originally  spelled  “Hurd”  or 
“Heard.”  As  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained, 
the  first  of  the  name  to  come  to'  America  (in 
1685)  was  one  John  Hurd,  a Highlander,  who 
was  accompanied  by  his  wife,  Rebecca.  Tra- 


dition has  it  that  he  was  a man  of  well-nigh 
colossal  stature  and  phenomenal  strength.  He 
settled  in  Middle  Haddam.  Jacob  Hurd,  Sr., 
his  son,  was  born  in  Easthamj,  Mass.,  April 
12,  1695.  He,  too,  is  said  to  have  been  a 
man  of  fine  physical  proportions,  and  to  have 
lived  to  see  his  ninety-third  birthday.  His 
wife,  who  was  small  in  stature,  attained  the 
extraordinary  age  of  one  hundred  and  three 
years.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren: Elizabeth,  born  in  1743;  Rebecca,  in 

1744;  and  Jacob,  Jr.,  on  February  28, 
1745.  Elizabeth  married  Robinson  Williams, 
of  Westchester,  and  it  was  at  their  home  that 
the  father  spent  his  declining  years.  Rebecca 
became  the  wife  of  James  Birainard. 

Jacob  Hurd,  Jr.,  is  said  to  have  com- 
manded the  second  coasting  vessel  to  sail  from 
the  Connecticut  valley.  He  married -Thankful 
Hurlbut,  and  was  the  father  of  nine  children, 
a record  of  Whom  is  as  follows : Rachel  mar- 
ried George  Cary;  Elizabeth  married  Thomas 
Stocking;  Joseph  married  Mary  Barnes; 
Rebecca  married  Joseph  Cary,  and  after  his 
death  wedded  Jonathan  Bowers  ; Mary  married 
Elijah  Johnson;  Jacob  married  Abigail  Cary: 
Benjamin  married  Mary  Cary;  Jesse  married 
Drusilla.  Dart  (Mr.  Stewart’s  maternal  grand-1 
parents)  ; and  Sarah  married  Joseph  Dart  1 
Jacob  Hurd,  Jr.,  was  made  a prisoner  by  s 
British  vessel  during  the  Revolution,  and  was 
confined  on  the  Jersey  prison  ship,  where  two 
of  his  brothers  were  also  held. 

Henry  L.  Stewart  was  born  in  Middle  Had- 
dam, in  the  town  of  Chatham),  on  M|ay  17 
1821.  His  training  in  the  primary  branches  0: 
knowledge  was  received  at  the  commor 
schools  of  the  village,  and  later  he  was  a pupi 
in  a private  school  at  Middletown.  He  wa: 
compelled  by  ill  health  to  leave  school  at  th< 
age  of  eighteen  years.  From  early  boyhood  h< 
had  imbibed  a knowledge  of  the  fundamenta 
rules  of  business,  and  this  stood  him  in  goo< 
stead  when,  soon  afterward,  he  entered  his  fa 
ther’s  store,  at  the  sarnie  time  beginning  worl 
in  the  ship  yards.  He  rapidly  developed  ; 
surprising  aptitude,  not  only  for  the  acquisi 
tion  of  general  principles,  but  for  the  master 
of  details,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  wa 
admitted  into  partnership.  As  has  been  ai 
leady  said  the  business  was  successful.  Dur 
ing  the  Civil  war  the  firm  of  Stewart  & So- 
realized  enormous  profits  through  vessels  whic 
succeeded  in  escaping  the  hazards  of  the  block 
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ade.  In  fact,  not  until  after  the  rebellion  was 
at  an  end  did  the  firm,  sustain  a disaster ; when 
one  of  the  swiftest  of  their  fleet — a clipper  ship 
conlmainded  by  an  English  captain — was  run 
ashore  on  a reef  in  the  harbor  of  Mobile, 
through  the  treachery  of  a pilot,  and  proved  a 
total  loss. 

Mr.  Stewart  has  been  thrice  married.  His 
first  wife  was  Sarah  Sage^  of  Portland,  and 
their  children  were : Delia,  who  died  in  child- 
hood ; and  John  H.,  a machinist,  of:  Middle- 
town,  wbo  married  Mlary  S.  Johnson,  and  has 
one  son,  Ernest  H.,  now  a clerk  in  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Hartford.  Mr.  Stewart’s 
second  marriage  was  to<  Sarah  Smith,  a daugh- 
ter of  Erastus  Smith,  of  Chatham.  No  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union,  and  after  her 
death  Mir.  Stewart  wedded  Emeline  B.,  a 
daughter  of  Edward  A.  and  Sarah  (Norton) 
Penfield.  [For  further  information  of  the 
Penfield  Family  see  elsewhere.]  She  bore  him 
wo  daughters;  Emjeline  P.,  who  is  unmarried 
ind  lives  at  home;  and  Mary  M'.,  at  present  at- 
ending  school  at  Norwalk. 

On  retiring  from,  the  shipping  business, 
Vfr.  Stewart  became  interested  in  the  raising 
if  blooded  stock,  of  which  he  is  a connoisseur, 
laving  at  times  as  many  as  thirty  head  of  high 
;rade  cattle  on  his  farm.  He  has  also  de- 
nted some  attention  to  farming,  but  of  late 
ears  has  sought  that  rest  and  retirement  which 
is  long  and  busy  life  has  fairly  earned.  For 
vvelve  years  he  served  on  the  State  Board  of 
agriculture,  as  one  of  the  State  cattle  com- 
missioners, declining  a reappointment  in  1876. 
Ie  and  Mr.  T.  S.  Gold,  the  present  secretary, 
re  the  only  surviving  members  of  the  original 
oard.  Mr.  Stewart  is  a member  of  the  Epis- 
jpal  Church,  and  is  a sound  Democrat,  al- 
pough  in  politics  he  is  not  a strong  partisan, 
acing  the  personal  character  of  candidates 
K>ve  party  fealty. 
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HENRY  CLAY  BURNHAM.  Among 
lose  who  contributed  largely  to  the  fame  of 
ladlyme,  Conn.,  was  Henry  Clay  Burnham, 
ember  of  the  Upper  House  fromi  the  Elev- 
ith  District.  Hie  was  born  in  East  Haddanu 
liddlesex  county,  August  6,  1844,  son  of  1s- 
el  1).  and  Mjary  (Chester)  Burnham. 

The  first  ancestor  in  America  was  Jacob 
imham,  who  was  born  in  England  in  1691, 
d wbo  came  to  this  country  early  in  the 
jhteenth  century,  settling  in  Millington  So- 


ciety, town  of  East  Haddam.  He  was  ac- 
companied by  his  son  Nathan. 

Nathan  Burnham,  son  of  Jacob,  and  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  married  in  East 
Haddam,  and  became  the  father  of  four  chil- 
dren. 

Nathan  C.  Burnham,  son  of  Nathan,  was 
born  in  Millington  in  1789,  and  there  followed 
farming.  He  married  Abigail  Dewey,  who 
Was  born  in  East  Haddam;,  a daughter  of 
Israel  and  Desire  Dewey,  of  whom  the  former 
was  a deacon  of  the  Hadlyme  Congregational 
Church,  1803-06,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two  years.  Nathan  C.  Burnham  died  in 
New  Orleans,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 

Israel  D.  Burnham  was  born  in  East  Had- 
dam September  28,  1814,  and  he  died  in  Essex 
January  11,  1890.  He  grew  up  in  East  Had- 
dam, and  wjhen  a young  man  was  a successful 
school  teacher,  but  later  followed  farming,  and 
also  operated  a sawmill.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Whig,  later  a Know-nothing,  and  finally  a Re- 
publican. In  the  town  of  his  birth  he  married 
Mary  Chester,  a daughter  of  Elderkin  and 
Lucy  (Morgan)  Chester.  She  was  'born  March 
7,  1824,  and  died  February"  12,  1882.  He  and 
his  wife  were  active  members  of  the  Hadlyme 
Congregational  Church,  with  which  the  father 
had  been  associated  since  1835.  To  them  came 
the  following  children : Elizabeth,  born  Feb- 

ruary 22,  1842,  married  James  Beck,  of  Up- 
ton, Mass. ; Henry  Clay,  Was  born  August  6, 
1844;  Charles  N.,  born  in  1846,  was  drowned 
in  November,  1856;  Mary  E.,  born  February 
14,  1848,  married  first  a Mr.  Winne,  and  sec- 
ond Frank  L.  Place;  Edwin  C.,  born  Decern- 
ber  14,  1852,  resides  in  New  Hiaven;  Rose  El- 
len, born  January  12,  1855,  married  A.  C. 
Phelps,  of  Upton,  M|ass. ; Charles  Nelson,  born 
April  13,  1857,  is  a merchant  of  Middlefield, 
mention  of  whom  is  made  elsewhere  in  this 
volume;  Mary  Adeline,  born  October  19,  1859. 
married  William  N.  Robbins,  of  New  Haven; 
Aurilla  Louisa,  born  January  28,  1862,  mar- 
ried Samuel  Arnold,  of  Chester,  Conn. ; Israel 
D.,  Jr.,  born  in  1864,  died  in  infancy:  Lucy 
Ann,  born  August  18,  1866,  married  E.  Bah- 
son,  of  New  Haven;  and  Laura  Isal>ella.  bun 
February  9,  1868,  is  the  widow  of  Jesse  Rog- 
ers, of  New  Haven. 

Henry  Clay  Burnham  received  a thorough 
education  in  the  district  schools  and  was  ma- 
terially aided  by  his  father,  who  at  that  time 
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was  a teacher.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  be- 
gan working  on  the  old  farm,  and  so*  continued 
until  he  was  twenty-six.  At  that  time  he 
entered  the  employ  of  an  uncle,  C.  A.  Chester, 
in  an  axe  handle  factory,  located  on  Roaring 
brook,  near  the  crossing  of  the  Hadlyme  road. 
His  next  business  venture  was  in  Hadlyme, 
where  he  successfully  carried  on  an  insurance 
business  for  five  years.  During  these  years 
Mir.  Burnham  had  profited  by  his  various  busi- 
ness experiences,  and  decided  that  the  life  of  a 
merchant  was  the  one  for  which  he  was  best 
fitted.  In  1880  he  erected  his  elegant  store 
building,  with  house  attached,  and  soon  had  the 
finest  mercantile  establishment  in  the  city  and 
enjoyed  a patronage  from  the  very  best  peo- 
ple. In  addition  to  his  other  operations,  Mr. 
Burnham  furnished  native  lumber  for  rail- 
road ties,  and  handled  coal  quite  extensively. 
He  was  also;  proprietor  of  the  old  homestead, 
in  East  Haddam,  which  has  been  in  the  family 
for  120  years. 

On  June  20,  1866,  M'.r.  Burnham:  was  mar- 
ried to  Fanny  E,.  Phelps,  who  was  born  No- 
vember 20,  1847,  a daughter  of  Champion  and 
Sarah  (Comstock)  Phelps,  and  a granddaugh- 
ter of  Niles  Phelps,  who  resided  all  his  life  in 
East  Haddam,  where  he  owned  and  operated 
a sawmill  in  connection  with  his  farmi.  Niles 
Phelps  married  Esther  Peck,  and  became  the 
father  of  the  following  children : Ogden  N., 

who  married  Charlotte  Hungerford,  and  re- 
sided in  East  Haddam  the  greater  part  of  his 
life;  Alvin,  who  married  Azuba  Hungerford, 
and  died  in  Killingworth,  leaving  a son,  John 
H. ; Chauncey  Beckwith,  who  was  born  June 
26,  1802,  and  who  died  November  26,  1895 
(he  married  Thurza  Holmes,  wlm  was  born 
September  27,  1806,  and  who  died  January  31, 
1898):  Livia,  who  married  Joseph  Martin; 
and  Champion  Phelps,  father  of  Mrs.  Burn- 
ham, who  married  Sarah  Comstock,  daughter 
of  Belah  and  Fanny  (Brooks)  Comstock,  and 
had  children:  Fanny  E.,  Mbs.  Burnham;  Al- 

ice, now  the  widow  of  Charles  C.  Newberry, 
of  Hartford  ; and  Ellen,  who  married  Sherburn 
Strong,  of  New  Haven,  and  died  in  1899.  To 
Mr.  and  Mbs.  Burnham  were  born  three  chil- 
dren : Frances  PI.,  born  January  2,  1878,  mar- 
ried Albert  H.  Phelps,  of  Clinton,  Conn. ; Har- 
ry Champion,  born  June  9,  1882,  assisted  his 
father;  Earle  Chester,  born  March  6,  1888, 
died  July  24,  1890. 

Mr.  Burnham  was  always  a stanch  Repub- 


lican, and  served  his  party  well  in  various 
capacities,  having  been  chairman  of  the  town 
committee,  member  of  the  grand  jury,  justice 
of  the  peace  and  notary  public,  and  in  1885 
represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature, 
serving  on  the  important  Finance  committee. 
In  1889  Mr.  Burnham  represented  the  Eleventh 
District  in  the  State  Senate,  and  his  promi- 
nence was  so  fully  recognized  that  he  was  ap- 
pointed chairman  of  the  two  important  com- 
mittees on  State  Prisons  and  Federal  Rela- 
tions. His  death  occurred  March  14,  1902, 
and  was  greatly  deplored. 

Mbs.  Burnham  is  a consistent  member  of 
the  Hadlyme  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
her  husband  was  a liberal  supporter.  Socially 
Mr.  Burnham  was  a member  of  the  Mhsonic 
fraternity,  identified  with  Columbia  Lodge  No. 
26,  of  East  Haddam  ; Burning  Bush  Chapter, 
No.  29,  of  Essex;  Cushing  Council,  No.  4; 
Palestine  Commandery,  No.  6,  of  New  Lon- 
don; and  Sphinx  Temple,  of  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut. 

Mr.  Burnham  was  an  excellent  example 
of  what  most  young  men  in  this  country  may 
become,  by  honesty,  diligence,  faithfulness  and 
pluck ; holding  toi  every  position  won  by  most 
severe  and  continuous  effort,  until  he  was  sur- 
rounded by  men  of  influence  in  the  business 
world,  and  sought  and  respected  as  a wise. and 
trusted  counselor  in  affairs  of  great  political 
moment. 

1 

PEASE.  By  birth  and  marriage  Mrs. 
Amelia  P.  (Pease)  Ingraham,  of  Enfield 
Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  belongs  to;  two  old  and 
prominent  families  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

The  American  history  of  the  Phase  family 
begins  with  Robert  Pease,  supposedly  the 
son  of  Robert  Pease,  of  Great  Baddow,  Coun- 
ty of  Essex,  England,  who  came  to  America 
in  the  ship  ‘‘Francis,”  from  the  port  of  Ips- 
wich, landing  in  Boston  in  1634,  to;  settle  at 
Salem,  where  he  died  ten  years  later.  The 
Christian  name  of  his  wife  was  Marie.  From 
this  emigrant  ancestor  Mrs.  Ingraham  is  a de- 
scendant in  the  eighth  generation,  her  line 
running  through  John,  Robert  (2),  Samuel, 
Aaron,  Stone,  and  Horace  Pease. 

John  Pease,  son  of  the  emigrant,  was  born 
probably  in  England,  about  1630,  and  came  to 
this  continent  when  a small  lad,  the  first  record 
of  him — which  concerned  the  settlement  of  his 
father's  estate,  in  1644 — appearing  in  the 
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annals  of  the  court  at  Salem.  He  was  first 
married  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Robert  Goddell, 
of  Salem,  who  died  in  1669.  Mr.  Pease  lived 
in  Springfield,  and  then  in  Enfield,  Conn.,  and 
the  Enfield  family  of  that  name  count  him 
is  their  ancestor.  He  died  in  1689. 

Robert  Pease  (2),  son  of  John  Pease,  was 
)orn  in  1656,  in  Salem,  Mass.,  where  he  was 
narried  in  1678.  Three  years  later  he  re- 
noved  to  the  Connecticut  Valley.  He  died  in 
H44; 

Samuel  Pease,  son  of  Robert  (2),  born  in 
[686  in  Enfield,  married  Elizabeth  Warner, 
Hind  made  his  home  in  his  native  town,  where 
he  died  in  1770. 

Aaron  Pease,  son  of  Samuel,  born  in  1726 
n Enfield,  was  married  in  1751  to  Ann  Geer, 
:iis  first  wife.  HJe  also  lived  and  died  in  En- 
! field. 

Stone  Pease,  son  of  Aaron,  was  born  in 
Enfield  in  1759,  and  lived  in  Enfield.  In  1780 
le  married  Asenath,  daughter  of  Israel  Pease, 
nd  became  the  father  of  three  children.  Stone, 
Ysenath  and  Horace. 

Horace  Pease,  son  of  Stone,  born  in  En- 
eld  in  1783,  was  married  in  1815  to  Mrs. 
lebecca  (Parsons)  Carrier,  and  lived  in  E11- 
eld,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
f iron  ploughs,  of  which  he  was  the  inventor. 
Ie  died  in  1828.  His  children  were:  So- 

hronia  R.,  born  in  Enfield,  September  14, 
816,  flied  October  31,  1896;  she  married 
Roderick  Allen  October  13,  1835,  and  settled 
) Enfield.  Amelia  P.,  born  in  Enfield,  Janu- 
>"y  12,  1822,  married  Edward  Ingraham  Jan- 
ary 15,  1844,  and  located  in  Saybrook.  ITar- 
et  P.  was  born  in  Enfield  September  26,  1826. 

Edward  Ingraham  came  from  a family 
so  well  known  in  Connecticut.  Its  ancestral 
da  and  interesting  facts  appear  on  another 
ige.  He  was  born  in  Old  Saybrook  October 
1815,  and  died  May  8,  1881.  The  greater 
irt  of  his  active  life  was  spent  as  a merchant 
Saybrook  Point,  and  be  was  also  largely 
terested  in  shipping.  He  was  a resident  of 
rooklvn  for  a number  of  years,  though  while 
ere  the  family  never  failed  to  return  in  the 
miner  to  his  native  home.  In  his  commercial 
terprises  Mr.  Ingraham  was  very  success- 
h and  accumulated  a considerable  property, 

• hat  in  his  later  years  he  felt  at  liberty  to 
e at  his  ease,  out  of  all  connection  with  the 
live  and  busy  world  of  trade  and  labor.  Mis 

me,  located  on  the  north  side  of  the  Point, 
10 


is  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  country,  dating 
from  1744,  and  though  renovated  from  time 
to  time  bears  evidence  in  its  massive  beams 
and  general  appearance  of  its  dignity  as  a 
stately  Colonial  mansion  of  the  olden  time. 
Miss  Amy  Ingraham  is  of  the  fifth  generation 
to  make  this  place  home.  Edward  Ingra- 
ham served  as  an  officer  of  the  State  militia, 
and  was  known  as  Major  Ingraham.  Politi- 
cally he  was  a Whig,  and  became  a Democrat 
in  his  later  years. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingraham  came  the  fol- 
lowing named  children:  (1)  Allan,  born 

January  21,  1845,  died  in  Standish,  Mich., 
March  23,  1876.  (2)  Gertrude,  born  October 

22,  1846,  is  the  widow  of  James  G.  Duncan. 
(3)  George  Edward,  born  September  1,  1848, 
resides  in  Enfield.  He  was  married  there  to 
Caroline  Elizabeth  Potter,  daughter  of  an  old 
family  in  Enfield,  who  bore  him  the  following 
children — Amy,  born  December  25,  1873; 

George  Allan,  August  24,  1874 ; Lillian,  Au- 
gust 25,  1875;  Edward,  December  r8.  1879; 
Mary  Potter,  October  1,  1884.  (4)  Isabel, 

born  October  4,  1850,  married  Thomas  E. 
Webster,  an  attorney-at-law,  and  lives  in  Bay 
City,  Mich. ; they  have  one  daughter,  Amelia 
Ingraham,  born  July,  13,  1885.  (5)  Arthur 

Hancock,  an  attorney-at-law,  born  August  11, 
1857,  married  Mary  Ann  Mercer,  of  West- 
ville,  Conn.,  and  resides  in  Bay  City,  Mich.; 
they  have  one  daughter,  Irene,  born  in  Janu- 
ary, 1883.  (6)  Charles  Goodwin,  born  April 

27,  1859,  died  at  Saybrook  June  6,  1900,  leav- 
ing memories  of  an  active  and  upright  man- 
hood. (7)  Amy,  born  May  29,  1862,  died  in 
June,  1865. 

LOT  DIMOCK  VAN  SANDS  (deceased) 
was  at  one  time  a most  active  and  prominent 
business  man  and  manufacturer  of  Middletown, 
Middlesex  county,  and  through  his  enterprise 
and  self-exertion  placed  himself  and  family 
in  independent  circumstances. 

Mr.  Van  Sands  was  born  in  Stratford,  Fair- 
field  Co.,  Conn.,  February  1.  1804,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools,  such  as  they  were 
in  those  early  years,  and  was  quite  young  when 
he  began  learning  the  silversmith’s  trade. 
While  still  a young  man  he  came  to  Middle- 
town,  and  was  here  employed  as  a repairer  by 
John  L.  Smith,  a silversmith,  and  later,  in 
company  with  Richard  Hubbard  and  others, 
formed  a joint-stock  company  for  manufactur- 
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ing  locks,  blind  fastenings,  etc.,  the  factory  be- 
ing located  at  Zoar,  where  the  plant  of  William 
Wilcox  at  present  stands.  Mr.  Van  Sands 
soon  afterward  became  sole  proprietor  of  the 
factory,  but  later  accepted  Mr.  Wilcox  as  a 
partner,  and  for  years  they  conducted  business 
together.  Eventually  Mr.  Van  Sands  disposed 
of  his  interest  to*  Mr.  Wilcox  and  retired.  He 
continued  to  reside  at  Zoar  the  remainder  of 
his  life  engaged  in  looking  after  his  real-estate 
and  other  interests  until  his  decease,  February 
6,  1876,  caused  by  pneumonia.  He  was  buried 
at  Indian  Hill  cemetery. 

Lot  D.  Van  Sands  was  about  six  feet  high, 
was  broadshouldered  and  very  powerful.  He 
was  able  to  do  any  kind  of  work  about  his  fac- 
tory, and  was  well  posted  on  all  useful  subjects, 
being  very  fond  of  reading.  In  politics  a 
stanch  Democrat,  he  held  several  .town  offices, 
among  which  were  those  of  selectman  and 
assessor.  For  many  years  he  was  president  of 
the  Middletown  Savings  Bank,  was  an  officer 
in  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  2,  F.  & A.  M.,  and 
served  a long  time  as  warden  in  the  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  was  a devout  member. 

Mr.  Van  Sands  married  Minerva  Camp- 
bell, a native  of  Union,  Cbnn.,  horn  January 
27,  1816.  For  ten  years  immediately  preced- 
ing her  death,  which  occurred  in  Middletown, 
at  the  Zoar  Homestead,  June  22,  1898,  this 
lady  was  an  invalid,  but  she  bore  her  affliction 
with  Christian  fortitude  and  resignation.  Of 
the  eight  children  born  to-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van 
Sands  mention  will  be  made  in  full  of  Emma, 
the  eldest,  in  the  paragraph  which  follows. 
Austin,  the  second,  and  William,  the  third,  died 
young.  Clara,  the  fourth,  married  Lyman 
Camp,  but  died  shortly  afterward.  Frederick, 
the  fifth  of  the  family,  lives  in  the  Long  Hill 
District  of  Middletown,  is  married  to  Mary 
Saunders,  and  is  the  father  of  three  children, 
Leonorah,  Carrie  and  Frederick.  Walter,  the 
sixth  child,  was  but  six  years  old  when  he 
was  drowned.  Robert  is  a graduate  of  Wes- 
leyan University,  class  of  1876,  and  of  a law 
school  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  is  a successful  attor- 
ney at  Chicago,  111.,  and  is  married  to  Alice 
Greenfield.  George,  the  youngest  of  the  fam- 
ily, was  a manufacturer  in  Middletown  ; he  and 
his  wife  are  now  deceased. 

Emma  Van  Sands,  alluded  to  above  as  the 
eldest  of  the  eight  children  born  to  Lot  D.  and 
Minerva  (Campbell)  Van  Sands,  was  first 
married,  April  26,  1866,  to  Charles  E.  Roberts, 


son  of  Abner  and  Mary  S.  (Hubbard)  Rob- 
erts, of  whom  a biography  is  given  elsewhere. 
To  this  union  were  born  two  children : Charles 
W.,  of  whom  fuller  mention  will  be  made;  and 
Susie  M.,  who>  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years.  Charles  E.  Roberts  was  a butcher  by 
trade,  and  was  doing  a verv  successful  busi- 
ness in  that  line  at  South  Farms  at  the  time 
of  his  decease,  March,  1889.  Mrs.  Emma 
Roberts  was  married  June  5,  1890,  to  Eugene 
Francis  Roberts,  a brother  of  Charles  E. ; 
no  children  have  been  born  to  this  union. 

Charles  W.  Roberts  was  joined  in  wed- 
lock November  3,  1892,  with  Martha  Wilson, 
who  was  born  in  Beith,  Scotland,  June  25, 
1869,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Petti- 
grew) Wilson.  The  Wilson  family  came  to 
the  United  States  in  May,  1889,  and  Robert 
Wilson  is  now  a respected  citizen  of  South 
Farms.  Six  children  have  crowned  the  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Roberts ; Susie 
M.,  born  August  14,  1893;  Abner  H.,  Novem- 
ber 1,  1894;  Charles  K.,  April  26,  1896;  Ag- 
nes M.,  May  31,  1898;  Francis  E.,  February 
24,  1900,  and  Byron,  July  15,  1901.  Mr. 
Roberts  is  a member  of  the  Middletown 
Grange  and  he  and  his  family  attend  the 
Methodist  Church. 

HON.  DAVID  WARD  NORTHROP, 
lawyer,  ex-secretary  of  State  of  Connecticut, 
ex-postmaster  at  Middletown,  Middlesex  coun- 
ty, etc.,  is  a worthy  member  of  a worthy 
family  that  for  generations  has  ranked  among 
the  best  citizens  of  that  section. 

Mr.  Northrop  is  in  the  seventh  generation 
in  descent  from  Joseph  Northrop,  the  progeni- 
tor of  the  American  family,  the  line  of  his 
descent  being  through  William,  Thomas, 
Thomas  (2),  David  and  David  (2). 

(I)  Joseph  Northrop,  born  in  England 
(probably  Yorkshire),  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Milford,  Conn.,  where  the  united  with 
the  church  January  9,  1642.  Some  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Milford  came  with  Eaton  and  Da- 
venport from  England  in  1637,  while  others 
came  with  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall’s  company 
from  Eeerton,  Yorkshire,  England,  to  Water- 
town,  Mass.,  thence  to  Wethersfield,  Conn., 
then  to  Milford.  Francis  Norton,  the  father 
of  Mary,  who  married  Joseph  Northrup,  came 
with  the  latter  party. 

(TI)  William  Northrup,  son  of  the  emi- 
grant, was  born  in  1666. 
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(III)  Thomas  Northrup,  son  of  William, 
ived  at  Newtown,  whither  he  went  in  the  early 
settlement  of  that  town,  his  name  being  of 
•ecord  there  in  1712,  along  with  those  of  his 
:ousins,  who  had  land  allotted  to  them!  and 
,v|ent  thither  that  year.  They  were  prominent 
men  in  public  affairs.  Thomas  Northrup  mar- 
fed  Abigail  Terrill,  of  Newtown.  After  her 
leath,  and  after  their  children  were  married 
ind  settled,  Thomias  lived  with  his  son  at  Mil- 
'ord,  Connecticut. 

(IV)  Thomas  Northrup  (2),  son  of 
Thomas,  when  a young  man  settled  in  the 
own  of  New  Fairfield  (now  Sherman),  Conn, 
fe  married  Joanna  Leach,  of  the  same  town. 

(V)  Hon.  David  Northrop,  son  of  Thomas 
2),  born  in  1758,  in  Sherman,  married  (first) 

Tebecca,  daughter  of  Nehemiah  Beardsley,  of 
Scottish  origin.  She  died,  and  he  married 
second)  a sister  of  his  first  wdfe.  The  chil- 
Iren  born  to  the  first  union  were:  Sally,  Jo- 

tnna  and  Rebecca,  and  those  of  the  second 
vere:  Nehemiah  B.,  Thomas,  David,  Ezra  G., 
saac  and  John  O.  The  father  of  these  children 
>ecame  a prominent  man  of  the  town,  exten- 
ively  engaged  in  stock  dealing  and  farming, 
fe  served  in  various  official  capacities,  among 
heml  as  representative  of  the  town  in  the  State 
legislature  in  1810. 

(VI)  Hon.  David  Northrop  (2),  son  of 

favid,  and  the  father  of  Hon.  David  Ward 
fjorthrop,  of  M'iddletown,  was  a native  of 
Shermfin,  Conn.,  born  in  1798,  and  became  a 
nan  of  prominence  in  the  town.  A Demp- 
rat  in  politics,  he  served  as  representative 
n the  State  Legislature  in  1835.  He  held 
many  local  offices  in  Sherman,  and  was  judge 
f probate,  which  position  lie  resigned  when  he 
enloved  to  M'iddletown,  in  1864.  He  died 
here  in  1873,  and  was  buried  in  Pine  Grove 
enietery.  While  residing  in  Sherm/an  he  was 
ne  of  the  leading  men  in  the  Methodist  Church, 
aking  an  active  interest  in  the  samje  and  con- 
ribuiting  liberally  of  his  means  toward  its 
upport.  During  his  earlier  years  he  carried 
n mercantile  business,  later  was  a farmer, 
nd  after  coming  to  Middletown,  lived  a quiet, 
etired  life.  Of  his  brothers  and  sisters  all 
re  now  deceased,  and  mention  may  be  made 
f the  following:  Thomas,  who  lived  to  be 

early  one  hundred  years  old,  died  in  Burling- 
m,  Vt.  John  O.  lived  to  be  over  ninety  years 
Id  (his  only  son,  John  E.,  was  for  some  years 


treasurer  of  the  well-known  firm  of  The  Com- 
stock, Cheney  & Co.,  at  Ivoryton,  Conn.,  and 
his  wife  was  a daughter  of  S.  M.  Comstock, 
the  founder  of  that  business).  David  North- 
rop was  twice  married,  the  first  time  to  Adaline 
Fuller,  of  Sherman,  Conn.,  who  bore  him  one 
daughter,  Selina,  who  died  young.  Mjr.  North- 
rop’s  second  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1843, 
was  Clarissa  L.  Ward,  who  was  born  in  Shef- 
field, Mass.,  daughter  of  John  and  Lucretia 
(Rogers)  Ward,  and  three  children  were  born 
to  this  union:  David  Ward,  our  subject,  a 
daughter  that  died  in  infancy ; and  M^ss  Esther 
Mi.,  residing  in  Middletown. 

(VII)  Hon.  D.  Ward  Northrop  was  born 
February  19,  1844,  in  Sherman,  Conn.,  and 
at  the  district  school  of  the  place  received  his 
elementary  education.  He  also  attended  a se- 
lect school  in  Sherman,  at  a time  when  one  of 
the  teachers  was  Charles  B.  Andrews,  who 
afterward  became  governor  of  Connecticut, 
and  later  chief  justice.  Mr.  Northrop  was  pre- 
pared for  college  at  Amenia  (N.  Y.)  Semi- 
nary, and  in  1868  was  graduated  with  honors 
from)  Wesleyan  University,  Middletown.  Dur- 
ing his  college  years  he  taught  two  terms  in 
Wilbraham  Academy,  and  for  a time  after 
graduation  (1868-69)  also'  in  Fort  Edward 
(N.  Y.)  Institute.  In  the  spring  of  1870  he 
was  graduated  from;  Albany  (N.  Y.)  Law 
School,  and  the  same  year  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  of  Middlesex  county.  A stanch  Democrat 
in  politics,  he  was  for  several  years  a member 
of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Committee. 
In  1873  he  was  elected  probate  judge,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  until  1881,  declining 
re-election.  In  1871  and  1881-82  he  served  in 
the  Legislature,  and  came  to  be  recognized  as 
the  Democratic  leader  of  the  House.  During 
the  session  of  1871  he  was  chairman  of  the 
School  Fund  committee,  and  in  1881  and  1882 
he  was  a member  of  the  Judiciary  committee, 
and  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Engrossed 
Bills.  In  1883-84  Mr.  Northrop  served  as 
secretary  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  was 
appointed  State  auditor  for  the  years  1891-92, 
and  again  in  1897,  for  four  years.  He  was 
also  delegate  from  Middletown  in  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention  of  1902.  In  municipal  af- 
fairs Mr.  Northrop  has  also  been  highly  hon- 
ored, having  been  elected  a nvemlxT  of  the 
common  council,  member  and  secretary  of  the 
board  of  education,  town  attorney  and  assistant 
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clerk  of  the  courts.  In  1884-85  he  served 
as  mayor  of  Middletown  and  from  1886 
to  1890  he  was  postmaster  of  that  city, 
receiving  his  appointment  from  President 
Cleveland.  In  social,  fraternal  and  business 
relationships  he  stands  high,  and  among  the 
mjany  concerns,  of  which  he  is  a member  or  with 
which  he  is  otherwise  identified,  may  be  men- 
tioned. the  board  of  trustees  of  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity and  its  executive  committee,  of  which 
he  is  a member;  the  Psi  Upsilon  Chapter,  lo- 
cated in  Middletown,  he  having  continued  his 
interest  in  the  fraternity  since  he  left  college 
(he  rendered  much  assistance  in  the  erection 
and  maintenance  of  the  chapter  house  on  High 
street).;,  and  the  Middletown  Electric  Light 
Company,  which  he  organized,  and  of  which 
he  has  been  president  since  its  organization. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Middletown,  and  he  was  trustee  of 
the  same  for  several  years.  The  family  resi- 
dence, built  by  him1  in  1875,  is  situated  on 
Church  street. 

In  September,  1870,  Mr.  Northrop  mar- 
ried Miss  M'.arv  A.  Stewart,  of.  Manchester, 
Vt.,  daughter  of  Rev.  H.  W.  and  Almira 
(Roberts)  Stewart,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Five  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to-  this  union,  of  whom 
four  are  living : Clara  Louise,  now  the 

wife  of  Dr.  Charles  S.  Ingham-,  Yale 
1891,  a professor  of  Latin,  who  comes  from  a 
prominent  Saybrook  family  ; Mary,  who-  recent- 
ly married  Arthur  H1.  Burdick,  Wesleyan, 
1.8995  Harold  Stewart,  who  is  now  in  business 
at  Great  Barrington,  Mass. ; and  Richard  Da- 
vid, a high  school  junior. 

Mrs.  Northrop  was  born  in  Jay,  Essex 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  from  the  age  of  ten  years  was 
reared  in  Manchester,  Vt.,  where  she  made  her 
home  with  her  mother’s  sister.  She  is  a niece 
of  Daniel  Roberts,  formerly  of  Burlington,  Vt., 
in  his  day  one  of  the  noted  lawyers  of  that 
State,  and  whose  son  is  now;  mayor  of  Burling- 
ton. For  a time  previous  to-  her  marriage, 
Mrs.  Northrop  was  a teacher  in  a ladies’  semi- 
nary in  Kentucky.  She  is  very  prominent  in 
D.  A.  R.  circles,  and  established  the  first  chap- 
ter of  that  order  in  Connecticut  (Wadsworth 
Chapter,  Middletown),  becoming ’its  first  re- 
gent. She  has  been  president  of  the  Middle- 
sex County  Orphans’  Home  for  many  years. 
In  1895,  by  appointment  of  Gov.  Coffin,  she, 
served  as  one  of  the  Connecticut  commission- 


ers to-  the  Cotton  States  Exposition  at  Atlanta, 
Ga,  Mrs.  Northrop  has  done  some  literary 
work  of  merit,  especially  in  historical  lines. 

DANIEL  WETMORE  CAMP  (de- 
ceased) was  one  of  the  best  known  business 
men  of  the  last  generation  ini  Middletown, 
Middlesex  county,  and  a gentleman  of  the  old 
school  in  every  respect.  Familiar  with  all  the 
intricacies  of  business,  he  had  a keen  eye 
for  results,  and  his  advice  was  often  asked  con- 
cerning business  ventures.  He  did  much  busi- 
ness for  others,  settled  estates,  and  transacted 
many  important  enterprises  without  a bond, 
and  never  was  a cent  lost  through  him.  Sel- 
dom is  found  one  in  whom  there  rests  such 
universal  confidence.  He  was  honorable  and 
upright  in  all  his  dealings,  and  made  many 
friends. 

M'r.  Camp  was  born  January  27,  1813,  in 
Middletown,  son  of  Daniel  W.  and  Lydia 
(Frothingham)  Camp.  The  father  died  at 
Norfolk,  Va.,  when  Daniel  W.  was  but  a lad 
of  eight  years.  Tire  widowed  mother  returned 
to  Middletown  with  her  family,  and  located 
where  Daniel  W.  Camp  had  his  home,  and 
where  his  widow1  now  lives,  on  South  Main 
street.  Of  the  children  of  Daniel  W.  and 
Lydia  Camp,  the  only  one  now1  living  is  the 
youngest,  Elizabeth,  widow  of  E.  R„  Jewett, 
who  makes  her  home  at  Sandusky,  Ohio.  An- 
gelina married  a Mr.  Arnold,  and  left  a family, 
all  of  whom  live  in  the  West.  Abigail  married 
three  times,  her  last  husband  being  Mr.  Ar- 
nold, who-  married  her  eldest  sister ; she  left 
two  children  by  her  first  husband,  Mir.  Coan, 
Emma  (Mrs.  George  Anderson)  and  Jane 
(who-  is  single),  and  they  lost  one  daughter, 
Louisa,  who  died  when  not  cjuite  twenty  years 
; old.  Samuel  Ffothingham,  the  grandfather  of 
Daniel  W.,  into  whose  home  Mrs.  Camp  and 
her  children  were  received  after  the  death  of 
her  husband,  was  a manufacturer  of  woolen 
goods,  and  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  day 
in  Middletown. 

Daniel  Wetmo-re  Camp  attended  the  Mid- 
dletown public  school  until  he  was  twelve  years 
old.  Then  he  went  to-  work,  at  fifty  cents  a 
week,  and  made  a good  name  for  himself  as 
a steady  and  reliable  boy.  H'e  studied  alone, 
and  when  quite  young  was  far  enough  ad- 
vanced to  assist  his  brother-in-law',  Mr.  Coan, 
in  his  Lancasterian  school  in  Middletown. 
When  he  was  somewhat  older  he  becamie  a 
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;lerk  for  E.  & S.  Stearns,  dealers  in  hats,  caps, 
>oots  and  shoes,  at  the  corner  of  Main  and 
lourt  streets,  Middletown.  There,  as  else- 
vhere,  he  was  faithful  and  attentive,  and  when 
he  firm  started  a branch  store  the  young  man 
vas  selected  to  take  charge  of  it.  When  this 
►usiness  had  become  developed  he  bought  it 
n company  with  Charles  W.  Newton,  formi- 
ng the  firm  of  Camp  & Newton.  They  re- 
mained together  some  years,  and  built  up  a 
liusiness  second  to-  none  in  the  community, 
n 1855  the  position  of  assistant  treasurer 
if  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank  was  offered 

0 Mir.  Camp,  which  he  accepted,  maintaining 
he  store,  however,  until  the  death  of  Mr. 
fewton.  After  that  he  disposed -of  the  estab- 
.shment  to  Henry  Ward  and  Henry  Rutty, 
nd  it  is  still  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ward.  Mr. 

< bmp  displayed  such  banking  ability  that  in 
year  after  his  entrance  into  the  bank  he  was 
lade  treasurer,  succeeding  Mr.  Carrington, 
nd  held  this  position  until  his  death,  July  26, 
877.  Mir.  Camp  was  treasurer  of  the  Wes- 
wan  University  for  mlany  years,  and  also 
•easurer  of  the  city  school  fund.  He  was 
ected  State  treasurer  of  Connecticut,  hokl- 
ig  that  office  in  1854  and  1855. 

Mr.  Camp  and  Mss  Laura  Newton  were 
'.arried  in  Middletown,  and  to  their  union 
ere  born:  Fanny,  who  died  in  childhood, 

'oni  accidental  burning;  and  MSary  E.,  M(rs. 
>hn  W.  Hoyt,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  the 
other  of  Frank  C.  and  Alice.  Mrs.  Camp 
fing,  Mr.  Camp  married  Miss  Sarah  W. 
obey,  in  Middletown,  October  8,  1857.  She 
as  born  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  October  13, 
$26,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eliza  (Walk- 
y)  Tobey,  of  Springfield,  the  former  of 
horn  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  son  of  Elisha 
>bey,  who  removed  to  Springfield  when  Jo- 
ph  was  but  a child.  Joseph  Tobey  was  a 
y-goods  merchant  for  years,  and  died  in 
M'ingfield  in  1861.  He  was  the  father  of  five 
ildren  who  grew  to  adult  age:  Sarah  W., 

rs.  Daniel  W.  Camp;  Jane,  wife  of  Dr. 
■urge  W.  Burke,  of  Middletown ; Ellen  W., 
rs.  Cutts,  of  New'  Rochelle,  N.  Y. ; Joseph 

I).,  who  was  killed  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  No- 
mber  7,  1864,  while  serving  as  a member 

1 Company  K,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Ar- 
cry  (he  was  unmarried)  ; and  Frank,  who 
cd  in  Middletown,  and  left  a widow  and 
ee  children,  Louise,  Edward  C.  and  Harold. 

lo  Daniel  W.  and  Sarah  \V.  Camp  were 


born  two  children:  Daniel  W.,  adjuster  of 

the  Middlesex  Assurance  Company,  married 
Miss  Mary  J.  Griswold,  of  Portland,  and  has 
one  son,  Daniel  W.,  Jr.  Sarah  Ellen,  Mirs. 
W.  B.  Douglass,  of  Middletown,  has  one  son, 
Wallace. 

Mb.  Camp  was  a Republican  in  politics, 
originally  a Whig.  He  w'as  not  a politician,  and 
declined  various  nominations  to  local  positions, 
preferring  to  keep  close  to  the  line  of  his  busi- 
ness. He  held  many  trusts,  and  his  advice 
was  frequently  asked.  He  was  a man  of  kind 
heart  and  generous  impulses,  and  often  did 
favors  tO'  others  that  proved  of  great  value 
to  them,  without  a penny  of  compensation. 
During  his  many  years  of  service  as  treasurer 
of  Wesleyan  University  he  never  took  a cent 
of  salary,  simply  turning  the  money  over  to  the 
incidental  fund ; he  took  much  interest  in  that 
school  and  was  a trustee  for  years.  He  was 
a leading  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  served  many  years  as  trustee,  and  also  as 
steward,  and  treasurer.  His  widow,  who  re- 
sides in  the  elegant  home  on  South  Main 
street,  is  a lady  of  refinement.  She  takes  no 
little  interest  in  charitable  works,  her  kindli- 
ness and  desire  to  do  good  being  her  marked 
characteristics.  Mrs.  Camp  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  of  the 
Ladies’  Societies  auxiliary  to  the  church. 

GEN.  FREDERICK  E.  CAMP,  late  a citi- 
zen of  Middletown!,  Middlesex  county,  a sol- 
dier of  distinction  in  the  Civil  war,  and  subse- 
quently prominent  in  the  military  affairs  of 
Connecticut,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Dur- 
ham,  Middlesex  countv,  the  son  of  John  Spen- 
cer and  Parnel  Camp. 

In  his  youth  Frederick  E.  Camp  came  to 
Middletown  and  began  a business  career,  which 
was  broken  in  the  summer  of  1862  bv  his  en- 
listment in  the  Twenty-fourth  Connecticut  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  lie  was  chosen  lieutenant  of 
Company  F.  At  the  siege  of  Port  I lYulson  lie 
was  wounded,  but  continued  with  his  command 
until  lie  was  mustered  out  of  the  service,  in 
September,  1863.  In  November  of  that  year 
he  was  promoted  from  captain  to  major  of  the 
Twenty-ninth  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infant- 
ry, which  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Ninth 
Corps,  and  served  in  South  Carolina  from 
April  to  August,  1864,  when  it  was  ordered 
to  Virginia  and  assigned  to  Birney’s  Brigade, 
Tenth  Corps.  The  regiment  was  in  active  serv- 
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ice  in  front  of  Petersburg,  and  did  its  full  share 
of  the  watching  and  fighting.  In  January, 
1865,  Major  Camp  was  appointed  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Regiment  United 
States  Colored  Infantry,  and  remained  with 
the  command,  doing  duty  in  Virginia,  until  the 
end  of  the  war,  when  with  other  troops  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  the  R'io  Grande.  The 
regiment  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  in 
Npvember,  1865,  and  in  the  following  Febru- 
ary Col.  Camp  was  appointed  a lieutenant  in 
the  Fourteenth  United  States  Infantry.  For 
the  next  three  years  he  served  with  his  regi- 
ment in  what  was  then  the  comparatively  un- 
known region  of  Arizona.  He  remained  in  the 
service  until  1875,  when  he  resigned,  having 
reached  the  rank  of  captain.  In  1876  he  was 
elected  captain  of  Company  H,  Second  Regi- 
ment, Connecticut  State  Troops,  and  subse- 
quently served  as  adjutant  of  the  regiment. 
During  the  administration  of  Gov.  Bigelow  he 
served  as  paymaster-general,  and  as  adjutant- 
general  under  Gov.  Lounsbury.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  on  October  8,  1891,  he  was  treasurer 
of  the  State  Board  of  Pardons,  and  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Middletown  Gas  Light 
Company.  Gen.  Camp  was  a member  of  Mans- 
field Post,  G.  A.  R.  For  several  years  he  was 
chairman  of  the  board  for  examination  of  offi- 
cers for  the  State  Guard.  And  indeed,  from 
the  hour  of  his  entry  into  the  service  until  his 
death,  he  never  lost  his  interest  in  military  af- 
fairs. As  an  officer  Gen.  Camp  was  noted  for 
his  care  and  kindness  toward  his  men,  by 
whom,  though  a strict  disciplinarian,  he  was 
greatly  admired  and  liked.  In  private  life  he 
was  greatly  beloved.  He  \Vas  fond  of  social 
gatherings  and  greatly  enjoyed  evenings 
passed  in  the  company  of  his  friends,  among 
whom,  with  his  handsome  figure  and  never- 
failing  cheerfulness,  he  was  a great  favorite. 

LUTHER  SAVAGE  SMITH,  one  of  the 
oldest  living  citizens  in  Cromwell,  Middlesex 
county,  still  keeps  his  faculties  remarkably 
clear,  and  his  advice  is  frequently  asked  by  his 
business  associates. 

The  Slmiith  family,  an  old  one  in  Middle- 
sex county,  was  at  one  time  very  numerous 
in  the  town  of  Haddam,  and  its  various  repre- 
sentatives have  intermarried  with  the  old  fami- 
lies of  this  part  of  the  State.  Abner  Smith, 
grandfather  of  Luther  S.,  was  born  December 
28,  1728,  in  Haddam,  and  became  an  early 


settler  of  West  Cromwell,  where  he  was  exten- 
sively engaged  in  farming.  Deborah  Brainard, 
his  first  wife,  was  born  in  Haddam,  and  was  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  leading  families  of 
the  county.  By  this  union  he  became  the  fa- 
ther of  eleven  children.  By  his  second  wife, 
Aimlanda!  Hascal,  were  born  two<  children. 
When  eighty-three  years  old  Abner  Smith 
married  Jerusha  Rash,  and  brought  his  wife 
to  the  homie  of  his  son,  John  B.  Smith,  amid  1 
great  festivities.  ( 1 

John  B.  Smith,  the  father  of  Luther  Sav- 
age, was  born  and  reared  in  West  Cromwell, 
where  he  had  the  privileges  of  the  district 
school.  After  reaching  manhood  he  peddled 
goods  through  the  south  for  six  years,  and  j 
after  this  experience  became  a farmer  and  a 
cattle  drover,  buying  cattle  in  Connecticut  and  j 
New  England  for  the  West  Indies’  markets,  j 
He  was  an  active  and  hustling  man,  and  re-  ! 
turned  from  the  West  Indies  with  cargoes  of  ! 
rum,  molasses  and  sugar,  which  h'e  would  dis-  ‘ 
pose  of  to1  the  local  merchants  at  a good  profit,  j 
He  would  ship  horses,  all  prepared  for  the  j 
West  Indies,  sheep,  cattle,  chickens,  on  vessels  j 
which  would  sail  and  return  from  Cromwell. 
In  much  of  this  work  he  acted  as  the  purchas-  , 
ing  agent  for  the  Alsops  of  Miiddletown.  He  ( 
was  a capable  judge  of  stock,  a shrewd  buyer: 
and  a man  of  high  integrity.  Quite  success-  j 
ful  in  his  business  dealings  and  enterprises,  he  [ 
left  a considerable  property.  Through  his  | 
connection  with  the  State  militia  he  was  known  I 
as  Capt.  Smith.  He  married  Fannie  Pardee,  of  j 
Kensington,  in  the  town  of  Berlin,  Hartford  j 
Co.,  Conn.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-  1 
six  years.  She  was  a daughter  of  Daniel 
Pardee,  who*  was  a soldier1  in  the  war  of  the  ; 
Revolution,  and  for  many  years  received  a 1 
pension  on  account  of  his  services  in  that  great  ; 
struggle.  Capt.  Smith  lived  to  be  eighty-three ! 
years  old.  He  and  his  wife  had  a family  of 
tw/elve  children  : ( 1 ) Luther  Savage  was  born  j 

June  4,  1815.  (2)  Elizabeth,  born  May  8, 

1817,  died  in  Hartford,  January  17,  1902.  She 
was  married  three  times,  to  Ralph  Wfilcox, 
a M|r.  Hart,  and  Caleb  Griswold,  respectively. 
(3)  John  Henry,  born  April  8,  1819,  is  still 
living;  he  was  twice  married,  first  to  Delia 
Goodrich,  and  then  to  Annie  Roberts.  (4)  , 
Lucetta  S.,  born  February  8,  1823,  married 
Abel  Lewis,  of  Portland,  and  is  still  living,  j 
(5)  Jane,  born  May  2,  1825,  married  John 
Russell,  and  lives  in  Middletown.  (6)  Charles 
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L,  born  April  28,  1827,  married  Martha  Gris- 
vold,  and  is  supposed  to  be  living  in  Indian 
Territory.  (7)  Dennis  H.,  born  September 
5,  1829,  married  Jane  Crossbv,  and  is  living 
n Nebraska.  (8)  George  W.,  born  in  1831, 

narried  Jennie , and  is  living  in  Mid- 

lletown.  (9)  Matthew  H.,  born  in  1833,  mar- 
ied  Ella  Lincoln,  and  died  at  the  age  o-f  fifty- 
ive  years.  (10)  Amelia,  born  in  1835,  mar- 
ied  a Mr.  Adams,  of  Hartford,  and  is  yet 
iving.  (11)  Adeline,  born  in  1838,  married 
joiren  Barnes,  and  is  a resident  of  Hartford. 
12)  Mary,  born  in  1842,  married  a Mr. 
wons,  and  lived  in  Hartford,  where  he  died 
in  1899.  She  is  still  living. 

Luther  Savage  Smith  was  born  June  4, 
815,  in  a house  in  West  Cromwell  which  is  still 
landing,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
istrict  school.  At  that  time  there  were  no 
Stoves,  and  the  schoolroom  was  heated  from 
large' open  fireplace  on  the  north  side  of  the 
00m,  the  smaller  pupils  sitting  near  the  fire- 
lace,  and  the  older  ones  back  in  the  room  ; 
hr.  Smith  says  at  times  his  “brogans  were 
*ozen  to  his  feet.”  Writing  was  done  with 
quill  pen.  When  Luther  S.  Smith  was  a 
indent  the  course  consisted  of  reading,  writ- 
ig,  spelling,  arithmetic,  and  “geography,  a 
aecial  study  and  somewhat  exclusive.”  At 
mes  there  were  as  many  as  sixty-five  scholars, 
nd  the  teacher  received  the  munificent  salary 
>f  ten  dollars  a month,  “boarded  ’round”  the 
istrict,  and  built  his  own  fires.  School  was 
ismissed  for  the  week  on  Saturday  noon, 
hree  months  in  the  winter  of  each  year  our 
ibject  went  to  school,  making  his  way 
trough  the  woods  for  a mile  and  a half  from 
is  home.  The  snow  was  sometimes  very 
’ep,  almost  up  to-  his  neck,  and,  being  the 
dest,  he  many  times  had  to  make  a path  for. 
is  younger  brothers  and  sisters  through  the 
’ep  snow,  on  their  way  to  school.  He  wore 
1 boots,  which  belonged  in  those  times  only 
1 the  more  aristocratic.  His  foot  attire  was 
irogans,”  and  it  was  not  until  be  reached  the 
te  of  seventeen  that  he  attained  the  dignitv 
his  first  pair  of  boots.  When  he  was  a bov 
ere  were  only  two  houses  in  sight  from  his 
| rents  home.  In  one  dwelt  Appleton  Stevens 
i til  a family  of  thirteen  children;  and  in  the 
her  Samuel  Kirbv  was  rearing  eleven  chil- 
'cn.  In  the  Smith  family  were  twelve  chil- 
eu.  At  the  close  of  1899,  of  these  thirtv-six 
lildren  the  Stevens  and  Kirbvs  were  all  de- 


ceased ; eleven  of  the  Smith  family  survived. 
The  late  Eben  Wilcox,  of  Cromwell,  a prom- 
inent business  man  and  one  of  the  wealthiest 
men  of  the  town,  often  said,  “that  Smith  fam- 
ily of  twelve  children,  six  bovs  and  six  girls, 
six  dark  ones,  six  light  ones,  six  blue  eyes  and 
six  dark  eyes,  and  not  a fool  among  them.” 

Mr.  Smith  left  school  when  sixteen,  and, 
as  he  was  the  eldest  of  the  family,  the  greater 
part  of  the  family  work  fell  on  his  youthful 
shoulders.  When  a little  over  seventeen  years 
of  age  he  began  working  for  Lewis  & Holden, 
of  Meriden,  manufacturers  of  coffee  mills, 
with  whom  he  remained  one  year,  and  then 
became  an  apprentice  to  ’Squire  Pomeroy,  at 
the  tinner’s  trade.  He  received  his  board  and 
$25,  $30,  $35  and  $40,  a year,  respectively,  for 
the  four  years,  after  the  expiration  of  which 
he  went  to-  Middletown,  where  he  clerked  in 
the  city  market  for  Henry  & David  Hall,  who 
conducted  the  first  market  in  that  city  on  the 
ground  floor.  For  a year  he  was  with  them, 
and  spent  nearly  five  years  engaged  in 
selling'  goods  and  notions  at  auction  sales  in 
public  gatherings.  A good  auctioneer,  he  had 
much  business,  and  thus  engaged  he  passed 
through  the  Carolinas,  Georgia,  Florida  and 
Tennessee.  Mr.  Smith  then  came  hack  to 
Connecticut  and  opened  a meat  market  in 
Portland,  which  he  conducted  for  two  years, 
selling  out  at  a good  profit. 

After  leaving  the  Portland  market  Mr. 
Smith  took  several  hundred  men  to  Florida, 
and  engaged  in  getting  out  staves,  an  enter- 
prise that  proved  unsuccessful  and  brought  a 
large  loss  upon  him.  Most  of  his  employes 
were  from  Connecticut,  and  he  paid  their  pass- 
age back  and  returned  thither  himself,  lie 
then  made  his  way  to  Cayuga  Falls,  Ohio, 
on  foot,  carrying  all  his  possessions  in  a red 
bandanna  handkerchief.  In  that  city  he  be- 
came a butcher,  and  there  spent  three  years, 
doing  very  nicely,  and  returning  to  Connecti- 
cut with  considerable  money  in  his  pockets. 
Mr.  Smith  and  his  l-n  ther  Charles  opened  a 
sand-paper  factory  in  Middletown,  and  built 
up  a verv  successful  business,  which  was  sold 
after  a number  of  years  at  a vcr\  goo  1 profit. 
Mr.  Smith  invested  his  money  in  a herd  of 
fifty-eight  cows,  and  started  with  them  on 
foot,  for  California,  driving  them  as  far  as 
Illinois,  where  he  sold  them.  Returning  east 
to  Pennsylvania,  he  purchased  a tract  of  sev- 
eral thousand  acres  of  land  on  the  Delaware 
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river  near  Equinunk,  erected  sawmills,  and 
owned  and  operated  a hotel.  The  timber  was 
rafted  down  the  Delaware  river.  This  was  be- 
fore the  day  of  the  Erie  canal.  Mr.  Smith  also 
bought  cattle  and  drove  them  to  market.  For 
seventeen  years  he  was  in  the  hotel  business, 
and  accumulated  a large  amount  of  money. 
Selling  out,  he  came  back  to  Cromwell,  where 
he  and  his  brother  Matthew  engaged  in  stock 
dealing,  Luther  S.  buying  horses  in  Canada, 
and  shipping  them  to  Matthew,  who  would 
dispose  of  them  in  the  local  markets. 

While  Mr.  Smith  was  in  Equinunk,  his 
brother  Matthew,  then  a mere  boy,  came  to  him 
from.  Connecticut  with  sixty-three  dollars, 
which  he  had  saved,  and  under  his  direction 
bought  oxen  for  the  New  England  markets. 
In  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  they  bought  forty 
head,  on  Mr.  Smith’s  credit,  having  eighteen 
days’  time.  While  they  were  on  their  way 
East  some  of  their  competitors  circulated  re- 
ports that  the  Smiths  were  not  coming  back, 
for  the  purpose  of  buying  up  their  notes  at  a 
reduced  rate.  The  Smiths  disposed  of  the 
cattle,  however,  and  returned  to  Orange  coun- 
ty in  time  to  meet  their  notes,  paying  up  in 
gold,  which  they  had  brought  back  on  horse- 
back in  shot-sacks.  Many  of  the  Orange  coun- 
ty farmers  of  whom  they  had  bought  had  never 
seen  gold  money  before.  This  prompt  dealing 
gave  them  credit  for  anything  they  wished  to 
buy.  In  1864  Mr.  Smith  went  back  to  Con- 
necticut, having  sold  his  property  piecemeal, 
mostly  on  time,  and  he  never  lost  a dollar  of  it. 

On  July  19,  1864,  Mr.  Smith  came  back 
to  Newfield  with  a large  amount  of  money, 
with  which  he  bought  a farm  in  the  town  of 
Middletown,  where  he  lived  until  the  following 
year.  In  April,  1865,  he  bought  property  from 
his  brother  Matthew,  in  Cromwell,  which  is 
across  the  street  from  his  present  home,  and 
which  he  still  owns.  Up  to  within  a few  years 
Mr.  Smith  was  actively  engaged  in  stock  buy- 
ing, and  has;  handled  in  his  lifetime  nearly 
sixty  thousand  head  of  cattle. 

Mr.  Smith  has  bought  and  sold  many  tons 
of  native  tobacco  in  the  town  of  Cromwell, 
and  has  done  very  well  in  that  line  of  business. 
He  is  now  retired  from  active  business  opera- 
tions, but  gives  his  personal  attention  to 
his  extensive  business  interests,  which  are  still 
in  his  hands.  His  eyes  have  somewhat  failed, 
and  his  bodily  strength  is  somewhat  impaired, 
3^et  his  mind  is  strong  and  clear,  and  he  is 


still  regarded  as  level-headed  and  sound  in 
business  judgment. 

Mr.  Smith  has  been  four  times  married. 
His  first  wife  was  Catherine  Parker.  By  his 
second,  Clarissa  Richmond,  he  had  three  chil- 
dren: George  Richmond,  Cora  A.  (who  is 

now  the  wife  of  E.  D1.  Hammond,  of  Crom- 
well, whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere)  and 
Charles  (in  his  lifetime  a business  man  of 
Buffalo*) . For  his  third  wife  Mr.  Smith  wedded 
Mrs.  Manilla  C.  (Richmond)  Hodges,  and 
after  her  death  he  married  Ruth  Edward 
Smith.  Mr.  Smith  is  a stanch  Republican,  for 
seven  years  served  as  a member  of  the  board 
of  relief,  and  has  been  selectman.  He  is  a 
director  and  stockholder,  and  the  only  surviv- 
ing charter  member,  of  the  Cromwell  Savings 
Bank,  which  was  organized  in  1869.  Mr. 
Smith  is  a stockholder  in  and  was  instrumen- 
tal in  the  organization  of  the  Cromwell  Cream- 
ery Association.  He  belongs  to  nO'  secret  so- 
ciety, and  is  liberal  in  his  religious  views. 

George  Richmond  Smith,  son  of  Luther 
Savage  Smith,  was  born  November  15,  1852, 
in  Equinunk,  Pa.,  where  he  went  to  school  in 
a log  house,  finishing  his  education  in  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  where  he  lived  with  his  aunt  and 
attended  high  school.  His  last  schooling  was  re- 
ceived in  the  Cromwell  Academy,  after  which 
he  returned  to  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives, 
and  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  is  also-  a director  of  the  Cromwell 
Creamery.  Mr.  Smith  was  married,  April  5, 
1881,  to  Isabella  A.  Ross,  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham and  Elizabeth  (Steed)  Ross.  Politically 
Mr.  Smith  is  a Republican,  and  fraternally  he 
has  been  a member  of  Washington  Lodge,  No. 
81,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Cromwell,  since  1875. 

• SYLVESTER  A.  COMSTOCK.  Per- 
haps there  is  no  town  in  the  grand  old  State 
of  Connecticut  to  which  more  old  residents 
have  returned,  after  busy  lives  in  other  lo- 
calities, than  Essex,  Middlesex  county,  which 
is  tiie  home  of  many  of  the  wealthiest  repre- 
sentatives of  pioneer  families.  Among  these 
is  Sylvester  A.  Comstock,  the  subject  of  this 
review. 

The  Comstock  family  is  of  German  origin, 
their  records  dating  back  nine  generations 
previous  to  1547,  in  which  year  Charles  Van 
Comstock  went  from  Germany  to  England. 
The  family  is  a numerous  one  in  eastern  Con- 
necticut, particularly  in  New  London  county, 
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where  Asa  Comstock,  the  great-grandfather 
of  Sylvester  A.,  resided,  owning  large  estates 
in  Hadlvme. 

Bela  Comstock,  son  of  Asa,  and  the  grand- 
father of  Sylvester  A.,  was  born  in  Hadlyme, 
where  he  followed  farming  all  his  life,  be- 
:ame  prominent  in  politics  as  an  old-line  Whig, 
and  was  an  attendant  at  the  Hadlyme  Congre- 
gational Church.  He  married  Fanny  Brooks, 
and  they  had  ten  children  : Fanny,  Bela,  Mary, 
'Sarah,  Samuel,  Alice,  Austin,  Sylvester,  Rhoda 
and  Temperance.  The  father  of  these  children 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-one. 

Bela  Comstock,  the  father  of  Sylvester 
A.,  was  born  December  17,  1797,  in  Hadlyme, 
and  attended  the  district  schools  until  he  was 
apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of  blacksmith 
of  Timothy  Green,  who  was  located  at  Upper 
! banding,  in  East  Haddam.  After  three  months 
ijf  work  he  had  learned  an  important  branch 
of  the  trade,  that  of  making  edge  tools  used 
n the  business  by  first-class  mechanics.  Comi- 
ng to  Essex  in  1821,  MJr.  Comstock  soon  after 
Purchased  the  shop  of  Benjamin  Williams, 
which  was  located  near  where  the  residence 
>f  Dr.  Shaffer  now  stands ; he  also'  bought 
:onsiderable  land  in  Essex,  some  of  it  being 
adjacent  to>  his  farm,  and  some  of  it  in  the 
Western  part  of  the  town.  At  times  he  em- 
ployed a large  number  of  men  in  his  shop, 
vhere  was  done  a great  deal  of  the  iron  work 
m vessels  then  being  built  in  the  ship-building 
hops  of  Essex.  In  1852  Mr.  Comstock  went 

0 •Easton,  Pa.,  and  there  purchased  a large 
oundry,  at  times  employing  as  many  as  forty 
uen;  he  successfully  conducted  this  business 
util  1855,  when  be  disposed  of  it  and  returned 

1 Essex,  where  lie  spent  the  rest  of  his  life 
1 attending  to  his  property  interests.  Al- 
ways very  active,  he  continued  to  look  after 
ie  details  of  bis  fa  pm  up  to  the  time  of  bis 

' eatli,  which  occurred  suddenly,  while  per- 
irming  some  slight  labor,  September  20, 
884.  During  his  life  lie  was  always  busy, 
ut  because  of  necessity,  but  on  account  of  an 
ctive  disposition.  An  old-line  Whig,  and 
iter  a Republican,  Mr.  Comstock  was  always 
iterested  in  politics,  although  never  to'  the 
oint  of  accepting  office;  he  was  a leader  and 
cry  liberal  supporter,  as  well  as  a constant 
ttendant  of  (lie  Congregational  Church,  of 
sse\ ; was  Sunday-school  superintendent  for 
'any  years ; and  gave  the  land  upon  which 
ie  parsonage  was  built. 


Bela  Comstock  married  Jane  W.  Bull,  born 
in  October,  1798,  in  Essex,  a daughter  of  Ed- 
ward and  Rose  (Turner)  Bull;  Mbs.  Com- 
stock died  MJay  25,  1884.  Three  children, 
blessed  this  union  : ( 1 ) One  died  in  infancy.. 

(2)  Frances  J.  married  F.  Augustus  Tiffany, 
a farmer,  who  resided  for  a time  in  Hadlyme,. 
removing  later  to  Essex,  where  he  died  July 
9,  1888;  she  was  the  mother  of  two7  children, 
Jennie  and  Frederick,  both  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  (3)  Sylvester  A. 

Sylvester  A.  Comstock  was  born  March  17, 
1829,  in  Essex.  His  primary  education  was 
received  in  the  common  schools  of  the  town,, 
and  later  he  was  thoroughly  instructed  by  his 
uncle,  Rev.  Edward  Bull,  a graduate  of  Yale 
College,  and  a Congregational  minister,  then 
residing  in  Cheshire,  Conn.  Under  his  schol- 
arly training  Sylvester  A.  was  fitted  for  Yale, 
but  an  accident  interrupted  his  studies,  and  he 
gave  up  his  intention  of  going  to>  college,  re- 
maining at  home  and  assisting  his  father  in 
the  shop.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  went 
to  Scranton,  Pa.,  which  was  then  a town  of 
10,000  inhabitants,  and  secured  employment 
as  a clerk  with  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  Railway  Company.  He  was  em- 
ployed at  Great  Bend,  Pa.,  as  a clerk,  for  thirty 
days,  and  was  then  placed  in  charge,  as  agent, 
at  Montrose,  Pa.,  where  he  efficiently  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  that  position  for  two 
years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  resigning  to 
assist  his  father  in  the  management  of  the 
foundry  at  Easton,  Pa.  He  remained  at  Easton 
until  his  father  disposed  of  the  plant,  both  then 
returning  to  Essex.  A short  time  after  this 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  Rail- 
way Company  offered  him  the  position  of 
agent  at  Scranton,  Ph.,  one  of  its  most  im- 
portant offices,  which  he  accepted,  an  1 made 
that  beautiful  young  city  his  home  for  several 
years.  While  performing  the  duties  of  this 
office,  he  sent  for  his  sister  Frances,  Mrs.  Tif- 
fany, and  secured  her  services  as  a copyist, 
and  she  was  among  the  first  of  her  sex  to  en- 
I gage  in  office  work.  Manv  of  his  acquaint- 
ances were  remembered  by  Mr.  Comstock,  and 
Essex  was  well  represented  in  the  offices  of  the 
railroad  through  his  kind  efforts.  Remaining 
I in  Scranton  until  i860,  he  resigned  bis  rail- 
way  position  to  engage  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness, the  rapid  growth  and  development  of 
Scranton  offering  a fine  opportunity  in  that 
1 line.  That  citv  is  now  one  of  the  most  at- 
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tractive  of  the  cities  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr. 
•Comstock  still  owns  valuable  real  estate  in  its 
iEighth  ward.  Leaving  Scranton,  Mr.  Corn- 
stock  engaged  in  a new  line  of  business,  open- 
ing up  a grocery  store  in  Phillipsburg,  N.  J., 
where  he  remained  during  the  Civil  war,  and 
for  several  years  following.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  Phillipsburg  he  became  prominently 
identified  with  public  affairs,  and  was  honored 
with  election  to  the  mayoralty  in  1873;  he  de- 
clined a second  election.  Although  he  still  has 
large  holdings  of  realty  in  Phillipsburg,  which 
.are  valuable,  Mir.  Comstock  makes  Essex  his 
home.  In  1881  he  returned  to  the  old  place, 
going  back  to  Phillipsburg  in  1885,  to.  1891, 
since  which  time  he  has  resided  with  his  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Tiffany,  at  the  beautiful  old  home- 
. stead  on  Prospect  Hill,  in  Essex.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  delightful  of  the  many  charm- 
ing homes  of  the  neighborhood,  and  Mr.  Corn- 
stock  takes  pleasure  in  adding  to  its  comforts 
and  charms. 

Mr.  Comstock  was  married  October  13, 
1857,  in  Easton,  Pa.,  to  Matilda  Winter,  of 
;that  city;  Mrs.  Comstock  died  June  28,  1891. 
During  his  residence  in  Phillipsburg,  for  sev- 
eral years,  our  subject  was  both  treasurer  and 
trustee  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  but 
now  both  he  and  his  sister  are  attendants  at 
the  Essex  Congregational  Church,  he  being 
■one  of  its  chief  supporters.  Mr.  Comstock 
is  one  of  the  largest  landowners  of  this  locali- 
ty, one  of  his  holdings  being  Nott  Island,  in 
the  Connecticut  River,  opposite  Essex,  upon 
which  he  has  erected  substantial  buildings,  and 
upon  which  he  raises  great  quantities  of  hay 
annually.  Both  Mr.  Comstock  and  Mrs.  Tif- 
fany are  among  the  most  highly  esteemed 
residents  of  Essex,  and  are  representative 
people. 

JOSEPH  BEAMONT  BANNING,  Judge 
•of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Saybrook,  Mid- 
dlesex county,  which  includes  the  town  of 
Chester,  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  that 
locality.  He  was  born  in  Deep  River,  Middle- 
sex Co.,  Conn.,  December  16,  1840,  son  of 
Judge  Arba  H.  and  Hannah  M.  Banning,  and 
conges  of  a family  which  has  long  been  estab- 
lished in  this  country  and  in  Connecticut. 

John  Banning,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  died 
prior  to  1755.  He  settled  in  New  Shoreham 
(Block  Island).  He  had  a son  John  who  came 
to  Lyme,  Conn.,  and,  according  to.  the  records 
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at  Guilford,  he  probably  left  an  estate,  as  th< 
court  appointed  a guardian  for  his  minor  chil 
dren,  John,  Benjamin  and  Lurana.  Benja  ; 
min,  the  second  son,  was  a soldier  in  the  wa: 
of  the  Revolution,  and  died  while  in  the  ser 
vice.  Lurana  married  Deacon  Joseph  Willey 
of  Lyme,  Conn.  John  Banning  (2)  was  mar 
ried  twice,  first  to'  Margaret  De  Wolf,  of  Kill- 
ingworth,  and  the  three  children  were  by  this  I 
union.  He  mjarried  for  his  second  wife  the 
Widow  Peck,  who  was  Jemima  Marvin.  Johr 
Banning  (3),  son  of  John  (2)  had  a son  Jo- 
seph, who  was  the  great-grandfather  of  Judge 
Joseph  B.  Banning. 

Joseph  Banning  was  born  May  9,  1749,  anc 
married  Susanna  Warner,  daughter  of  Jabe2 
and  Hannah  (Brainerd)  Warner,  who  had 
nine  children:  Jabez,  born  August  19,  1750. 
Susanna,  April  9,  1753;  Hannah,  November 
21,  1755;  Elizabeth,  May  18,  1758;  Selden. 
December  8,  1760;  Mehetable,  August  31, 
1763  ; Daniel,  January  22,  1766;  Sarah,  March! 
6,  1769,  and  Lucinda,  March  29,  1773.  Tc ! 
Joseph  and  Susanna  Banning  were  born  the, 
following  named  children  : Marvin,  Brainerd, 
Philemon,  Lucinda,  Joseph,  Selden  W.,  Nancy, 
Susanna  and  Benjamin.  The  last  named  mar- 
ried Theodosia  Bramble,  of  East  Haddam,  andf 
they  had  born  to'  them  twenty  living  children,  • 
from  whom  have  comie  a numerous  line  of  de- 
scendants. 

Joseph  Banning,  the  grandfather  of  Judge' 
Joseph  B.,  son  of  Joseph  and  Susanna,  was ! 
born  Mlarch  2,  1780,  in  East  Haddam),  Conn. 
On  Ottober  24,  1805,  he  married  Azuba  Clark, 
daughter  of  Beamont  and  Hannah  (Bull) 
Clark,  and  they  had  three  children : Joseph  ’ 

L. ,  born  November  14,  1807,  who  married ; 
Sylvia  Mi  Post,  61  Westbrook ; Henry  S.,  j 
born  January  27,  1810,  who  married  Nancy 

M.  Robinson,  of  Coventry,  Conn. ; and  Arba ! 

H.,  father  of  our  subject,  born  September  13,  ’ 
1817.  Beamont  Clark  was  a large  landholder 
in  Saybrook  (now  Essex),  and  was  a pronir 
inent  man  in  his  day.  The  old  homestead  in 
which  all  of  his  eight  children  Were  born  still 
stands  in  Ivory  ton,  and  is  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  a Mr.  Savage.  The  following 
were  his  children : ( 1 ) Temperance  never 

married.  (2)  Beamont  married  Nabby  Spen-  . 
cer,  and  after  his  marriage  remloved  to  New 
York  State;  he  was  an  early  settler  at  Syra-  . 
cuse,  and  his  son,  Elizur  Clark,  was  a prome 
inent  and  well  known  man  of  that  city.  (3) 
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[annah  and  (4)  John  never  married.  (5) 
;rusha  married  Silent  Rose.  Their  descend- 
lts  live  in  the  town  of  Essex,  and  are  prom- 
ently  connected  with  the  town  and  its  in- 
rests. (6)  Zina  and  (7)  Edward  never  mar- 
ed.  (8)  Azuba  married  Joseph  Banning. 

Arba  H-  Banning  and  his  wife  Hannah  M., 
ere  amlong  the  early  settlers  of  Deep  River, 
id  exceptionally  worthy  people,  highly  re- 
jected by  all  who  knew  them.  Mrs.  Banning 
as  a daughter  of  Edward  and  Judith  (Chap- 
an)  Moore,  of  Chesterfield,  New  London 
a.,  Conn.,  who  had  ten  children : Edward, 

zra,  Jams,  John,  Joshua,  Betsey,  Phebe, 
my,  Judith  and  Hannah.  Judge  Arba  H.  and 
annah  M.  Banning-  had  born  fia  them  chil- 
en  as  follows:  (1)  Joseph  Beamon  t is 

entioned  below.  (2)  Louisa  Camilla,  born 
ctober  2,  1842,  married  Jabez  Southworth, 
Deep  River.  (3)  Hannah  Moore,  born  July 
:,  1845,  married  J.  Ely  Beebe,  of  North 
yrne,  Conn.,  and  had  seven  children.  (4) 
ary  Pritchard,  born  October  29,  1847,  mar- 
id  Charles  E.  Ailing,  of  Waterbury,  who  is 
>w  deceased,  and  Mrs.  Ailing  resides  in  Win- 
id,  Connecticut. 

Although  Judge  Banning  has  attained  dis- 
lction,  his  educational  advantages  were  lim- 
'd, but  where  there  is  a will  the  way  can  al- 
lys  be  found,  and,  taking  advantage  of  every 
•portunity,  he  has  steadily  forged  to’  the 
ynt.  While  still  a boy  he  worked  in  his  fa- 
ir’s establishment,  learning  thoroughly  every 
tail  of  the  boot  and  shoe  making  business, 
that  when  of  age  he  was  made  a partner, 

; d upon  the  death  of  his  father  became  sole 
] oprietor.  Judge  Banning  is  also'  the  suc- 
» ;sor  of  his  father  as  judge,  the  latter  having 
1 en  Judge  of  Probate  for  m'any  years,  and 
ten  he  died,  Afigust  27,  1880,  the  judicial 
1 >e,  as  w<ell  as  the  comnfercial  mantle,  fell 
1 on  the  shoulders  of  his  son.  Politically 
. dge  Banning  has  always  been  a Republican, 

< king  his  first  vote  for  Lincoln,  and  never 
1 ssing  a State  or  National  election  since. 

king  so  active  a part  in  local  affairs  as  well, 
i was  but  just  that  some  of  the  town  offices 
1 re  offered  hint,  and  so1  acceptable  did  he 
1 >ve  that  for  many  years  he  was  retained  as 
1 pstrar  of  voters,  and  also  as  assistant  town 

< rk.  For  twelve  years  lie  has  been  secretary 
'<■  1 treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  Probate  As- 
s nibly,  and  since  assuming  his  present  office 
1 has  displayed  rare  judgment  and  accurate 


knowledge,  and  is  well  endowed  with  that 
comprehension  of  multitudinous  affairs  which 
is  so  absolutely  necessary  in  a position  such  as 
Judge  Banning  occupies.  For  many  years 
Judge  Banning  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  work  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
was  Sunday-school  superintendent  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  Socially  "he  is  a member  of 
Webb  Lodge,  No.  81,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Deep 
River,  and  is  as  popular  in  that  body  as  he  is 
prominent  in  his  native  town  and  within  the 
circles  of  the  party  he  has  supported  with  such 
faithful  patriotism',  since  the  time  he  cast  his 
first  vote  until  to-day,  when  he  is  one  of  its 
mainstays  in  Middlesex  county. 

On  December  31,  1862,  Joseph  B.  Banning 
married  Alnsolette  A.  Smith,  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Eunice  A.  Smith,  of  D'eep  River, 
Conn.  Mt-s.  Banning’s  father  was  well  known 
and  highly  esteemed.  He  was  born  in  New 
Haven,  and,  his  parents  dying  when  he  was 
a mere  youth,  he  and  his  brother  William  came 
to  Killingworth  and  lived  with  their  aunt, 
Mrs.  Eunice  Nettleton,  who  brought  them  up. 
They  attended  the  district  schools,  and  early 
came  to  Essex,  where  both  learned  the  trade 
of  cabinetmaking  with  a Mr.  Denison.  . Later 
Charles  went  to  Deep  River  and  started  out 
for  himself — about  1840 — and  carried  on  his 
business,  which  was  enlarged  by  the  addition 
of  a furniture  store  and  undertaking.  He 
died  in  March,  1900,  in  his  eighty-second 
year.  His  wife  died  eight  years  previous. 

JAMES  D.  BALEN,  one  of  the  leading 
and  influential  men  of  Moodus,  Middlesex 
county,  who  has  always  been  actively  associat- 
ed with  all  movements  tending  toward  the  up- 
building of  the  community  and  the  betterment 
of  humanity,  was  born  in  New  York  City  Sep- 
tember 20,  1834,  son  of  Peter  and  Anna  Maria 
(Dunlap)  Balen.  The  family  probably  orig- 
inated in  France,  and  records  are  found  of 
various  members  among  the  nobility  of  Europe. 
In  America  members  of  the  family  have  always 
belonged  to  the  true  rank  of  nobility,  that  of 
upright  character,  sterling  worth  and  unstained 
honesty. 

Peter  Balen,  the  grandfather  of  James  D., 
was  a native  of  Holland,  as  was  his  wife,  Hel- 
len  Coopc,  daughter  of  the  Lord  High  Cham- 
berlain of  that  country.  They  came  to  Amer- 
ica, locating  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York  City, 
and  Peter  Balen  served  as  sheriff  of  Bergen 
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county  for  a number  of  years.  During  his 
residence  there  his  son  Peter,  father  of  James 
D.,  was  born.  They  had  a large  family,  some 
of  whom  followed  a seafaring  life,  while  others 
tilled  the  soil  or  became  merchants,  and  all 
were  a credit  to  their  good  training. 

Peter  Balen,  father  of  James  D.,  married, 
in  New  York  City,  Anna  Maria  Dunlap, 
daughter  of  James  and  Eliza  (Bancker)  Dun- 
lap, and  granddaughter  of  Adrian  and  Ann 
Bancker.  The  mother  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  and  died  in  1883,  the  father  passing'  away 
in  1881,  aged  seventy-eight.  For  many  years 
he  was  a merchant  in  New  York  City,  retiring 
in  1875.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Balen  were 
born:  James  D.,  Helen,  Eliza  D.,  Peter,  Jr., 

Abraham  D.  and  W.  Conklin. 

James  Dunlap  Balen  received  a thorough 
education  in  the  excellent  schools  of  his  lo- 
cality, entered  Harvard  Law  School,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1855,  and  began  the 
practice  of  law,  although  devoting  a portion  of 
his  attention  to-  other  pursuits.  Later  he  took 
up  newspaper  work,  and  then  engaged  in  man- 
ufacturing and  merchandising,  in  Ulster  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.  In  1863  he  located  in  Oil  City, 
Venango  Co.,  Pa.,  and  became  superintendent 
of  the  Riverside  Company  for  a,  few  years. 
His  next  venture  was  in  insurance,  when  he 
became  general  agent  for  the  Equitable  Life 
Insurance  Company,  of  New'  York.  He  was 
also  interested  in  manufacturing  in  Elizabeth, 
N.  J.,  and  in  real  estate  in  Bay  City,  Mich. 
After  so.  active  a life  Mr.  Balen  finally  retired, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1877  removed  to  Mjoodus, 
where  he  settled  in  1886,  after  a time  spent  in 
Michigan  and  traveling  abroad. 

In  April,  1861.  Mr.  Balen  enlisted  in  the 
Twentieth  New  York  State  Militia,  for  three 
months,  and  on  October  10,  1861,  re-enlisted, 
for  three  years,  at  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  becoming 
captain  of  Company  I ; after  the  death  of  the 
colonel  of  that  regiment  the  company  was 
changed  to  the  Eightieth  in  1862.  During  his 
term  of  service  Capt.  Balen  had  command  of 
the  convalescent  camp  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  and 
was  infantry  captain  of  15,000  men. 

Mr.  Balen  was  married,  in  1871,  to  Mrs. 
Fanny  R.  S.  Fraser,  daughter  of  Charles  F. 
Sisson,  and  to>  this  union  has  come  one  son, 
James  Allen,  born  May  9,  1888.  Politically 
Mr.  Balen  is  a Republican,  and  socially  he  is 
a Mason,  having  united  with  that  fraternity 
December  14,  1859.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Balen 


are  highly  respected  throughout  the  cor  | 
munity.  Mr.  Balen  is  noted  for  his  exhaustin', 
fund  of  information,  gleaned  from  his  wi(f 
reading. 

Charles  F.  Sisson,  father  of  Mrs,  Bale  j 
was  born  in  East  Haddam  December  7,  181 1 
son  of  Jonathan  Sisson,  and  died  May  2iJ 
1863.  Early  in  life  he  was  a seafaring  mar! 
and  he  was  known  as  “Captain.”  Later  in  liif 
he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  ij 
Moodus,  Conn.,  and  thus  continued  up  to  tL 
time  of  his  death.  Politically  he  was  a Repul 
lican.  He  and  his  wife  attended  the  Bapti: 
Church.  Capt.  Sisson  married  Louisa  Jan' 
Roberts,  who  was  born  in  East  Haddam,  Jar 
uary  29,  1819,  daughter  of  Edwin  Robert: 
and  died  April  2,  1898.  They  had  the  follow  j 
ing  named  children:  Louisa  J.,  Fanny  Ej 

(Mrs.  Balen),  Charles  H.,  Frederick  wj 
Sarah  S.,  Charles,  Henry  and  Allen. 


JESSE  GARRETT, SON  BALDWD 

(deceased)  was  in  his  day  a prominent  citizei 
of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county  and  ii 
many  ways  a remarkable  man.  He  was  ii 
the  fifth  generation  from  Richard  Baldwin 
an  early  settler  at  Milford,  Conn.,  his  line  being 
through  Richard,  Barnabus,  Sylvanus  anc 
Charles. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  born  March  17,  1804,  no 
far  from  Hanover,  in  the  town  of  Meriden 
New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.  His  parents,  Charle: 
and  Susannah  (Hine)  Baldwin,  were  devout 
members  of  the  Miethodist  Church,  and  be- 
stowed upon  him  the  names  of  two  noted  cler- 
gyman of  that  denomination,  Jesse  Lee  and 
Freeborn  Garrettson.  Their  home  was  head- 
quarters for  the  preachers  of  that  church  trav- 
eling- through  the  country.  Jesse  Garrettson 
Baldwin  was  a young  child  when  his  father 
died,  leaving  him  in  the  care  of  his  elder  broth- 
er. He  attended  the  common  schools  of  the 
day,  and  later  Wilbraham  Academy.  Being  a 
young  man  of  push  and  energy,  he  deter- 
mined to  make  a place  for  himself  in  the  busi- 
ness world.  He  went  on  the  road,  and  trav- 
eled far  and  wide,  especially  in  the  South, 
selling  Yankee  notions  from  house  to  house. 
While  in  the  South  he  saw  the  evils  of  slavery 
close  at  hand,  and  turned  from  the  auction 
block  with  his  mind  firmly  set  against  this  evil 


i 


\ 


; 


and  crime,  and  in  after  years  became  a pro- 
nounced anti-slavery  man. 

Mr.  Baldwin  entered  business  life  as  a 
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nerchant,  and  as  a manufacturer  of  silver 
;poons  at  Oxford,  in  company  with  his  broth- 
er Seymour,  they  forming  the  firm  of  J.  & S. 
Baldwin.  In  1832  they  moved  their  business 

0 Middletown.  Three  years  later  Seymour 
etired  from  the  firm  and  went  West  in  search 
if  a location,  but  came  back  to  Connecticut 
nd  established  himself  at  Meriden.  In  1856 
ie  again  removed  to  the  West,  and  settled  at 
Ilyria,  Ohio,  where  he  became  a leading  mer- 
hant,  and  took  high  rank  among  the  business 
ien  of  northern  Ohio-.  After  the  retirement 
f his  brother  Jesse  Garrettson  Baldwin  con- 
nued  in  the  business,  manufacturing  silver 
poo-ns  and  plated  ware.  At  one  time  the  en- 
erprise  had  attained  such  proportions  that 
lore  than  thirty  men  w'ere  employed  in  the  fac- 
;>ry,  and  eighteen  traveling  Salesmen  were 
; igaged  in  disposing  of  their  finished  product. 

he  late  Julius  Hotchkiss  was  among  the  num- 
?r.  Henry  G.  Hubbard  was  associated  with 
Ir.  Baldwin  from  1833  to  1836. 

From  the  time  the  anti-slavery  sentiment 
athered  force  and  found  expression,  Mr. 
aldwin  was  strongly  enlisted  on  that  side, 
rom  the  first  he  entirely  abstained  from  the 
;e  of  anything  made  by  slave  labor.  While 
Jr.  Hubbard  was  associated  with  him  they 
anufactured  cotton  webbing  on  a small  scale, 
it  the  cotton  used  was  purchased  from  a 
uaker  settlement  in  the  South,  and  all  of  it 
as  made  by  free  men.  The  sugar  used  in 
e family  was  procured  from  distant  islands 
lere  there  were  no  slaves.  When  Mr.  Bald- 
n traveled  he  carried  his  own  loaf  sugar 
th  him.  He  assisted  in  the  organization  of 
? first  anti-slavery  meeting  in  Middletown, 

; d was  prominently  associated  with  nearly 
:|  meetings  of  that  character  held  in  the  city, 
j required  moral  courage  of  a high  order  to 
t nd  on  so  unpopular  ground,  and  the  mob- 
l|ig  of  his  house  while  he  was  entertaining 
• anti-slavery  speaker  was  only  a small  part 
( the  ordeal  through  which  he  passed.  It  re- 
( red  men  of  courage  and  strong  conviction 
t openly  advocate  Abolition,  and  Mr.  Bald- 
v 1 was,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  such  a 

1 n.  M'r.  Baldwin  and  Dr.  Charles  Wood- 
' rd  built  the  two  schooners  “W.  B.  Doug- 
1;  1 and  “Jesse  G.  Baldwin.”  Before  enter- 
1 into  the  partnership  an  agreement  was 
n le  that  these  vessels  should  not  enter  a 
- 'them  port.  When  the  schooners  were 


was  settled  by  each  partner  furnishing  one-half 
the  sails.  Those  that  Mr.  Baldwin  bought  did 
not  contain  any  cotton  that  had  been  made  by 
slaves.  Mr.  Baldwin's  name  was  several  times 
on  the  Free-so-il  State  ticket  with  those  of 
Francis  Gillette,  John  Boyd  and  other  well- 
known  anti-slavery  men.  When  nothing 
farther  remained  to  be  done  in  the  crusade 
against  slavery,  Mir.  Baldwin  enlisted  in  the 
movement  against  the  saloon  with  almost  equal 
enthusiasm.  He  was  the  candidate  for  Gov- 
ernor on  the  State  Prohibition  ticket  in  1876. 

In  1858  Mt\  Baldwin  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  what  is  now  the  Central  National  Bank, 
and  held  that  position  as  long  as  he  lived,  hie 
was  also-  president  of  the  People's  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company  and  of  the  Indian  Hill  Cemetery 
Association,  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
a director  of  the  Middletown  Gas  Company, 
a director  of  the  Farmers  & Mechanics  Sav- 
ings Bank,  and  president  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  the  Methodist  Church,  filling  these  po- 
sitions when  he  was  eighty-three  years  oldr 
yet  so  careful  and  methodical  was  he  that  all 
his  labors  were  well  rendered.  His  last  great 
work  was  as  chairman  of  the  finance  committee 
at  the  building  of  the  Methodist  Church ; he  at- 
tended nearly  all  its  frequent  meetings,  which 
were  often  protracted  to  a late  hour.  The  pall- 
hearers  at  his  funeral,  representing  the  various 
institutions  with  which  he  had  been  connected, 
were  Prof.  Van  Benschoten,  Hon.  Daniel 
Chase,  George  N.  Ward,  George  W.  Harris, 
George  S.  Hubbard  and  Seth  PI.  Butler. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  married  April  14.  1830, 
in  West  Meriden,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Lydia  Rice, 
who  was  horn  February  5.  1800,  eldest  daugh- 
ter of  Ezekiel  and  Man-  (Merriam)  Rice  (the 
latter  w(as  the  first  wife  of  Ezekiel  Rice).  Mtrs. 
Baldlwin  died  May  13,  1876,  a good  wife  and 
a faithful  mother;  she  was  a woman  of  much 
charity,  and  used  excellent  judgment  in  the 
distribution  of  her  kindness.  To  M‘r.  and 
Mrs.  Baldwin  came  the  following  children : 
(1)  Mary  Ann,  born  Februarv  18.  1831,  is 
noted  for  her  musical  ability,  being  an  accom- 
plished pianist,  educated  in  Boston  and  Berlin. 
Germany.  (2)  Harriet  Rice,  born  October  2. 
1832.  died  a victim  to  the  climate  at  Eufaula. 
Ala.,  March  28,  1870;  she  had  gone  South 
under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Mission- 
ary Association  and  was  engaged  in  teaching 
among  the  freedmen,  with  whom  her  sympa- 
thies were  strong.  She  served  without  com- 
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pensation.  (3)  Maria  Antoinette,  born  No- 
vember 22,  1835,  died  July  7,  1861  ; she  was  a 
bright  and  gifted  young  woman,  of  unusual 
literary  talent,  and  during  her  last  illness,  while 
lying  on  what  proved  to  be,  a few  weeks  later, 
her  death-bed,  she  composed  the  following 
beautiful  poem : 

The  Fall  of  Ellsworth. 

Gone  in  his  golden  prime, 

Youth’s  sunshine  in  his  eye, 

He  might  not  find  till  gray  old  age 
A fitter  time  to  die. 

Wrap  him  in  starry  folds, 

Wreathe  laurels  on  his  breast, 

And  with  sweet  sounds  of  melody, 

Bear  him  to  dreamless  rest. 

Shout,  shout,  his  comrades  all, 

Drive  back  the  starting  tear, 

And  let  your  vow  be  firm  and'  deep 
By  your  young  hero’s  bier. 

Vow  ne’er  to  sheathe  the  sword 
Till  freedom  shall  be  free, 

And  our  old  banner’s  starry  folds 
Crown  the  palmetto  tree. 

Till  every  galling  chain 
Shall  covered  be  with  rust, 

And  every  flag  with  bastard  stars 
Shall  perish  in  the  dust. 

Then  shout — his  comrades  all — 

Drive  back  the  starting  tear, 

And  let  your  vow  be  firm  and  deep 
By  your  young  hero’s  bier. 

Maria  A.  Baldwin. 

Middletown,  May  28,  1861. 

(4)  Lvdia  Elizabeth,  born  November  10,  1837, 
died  July  27,  1839.  (5)  James  Garrettson, 

born  June  17,  1841,  died  November  25,  1881. 
He  married  Miss  Hannah  Arnold  Sill,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Sill,  of  New  York,  a woman  of 
superior  character  and  a very  lovable  dispo- 
sition, who  died  August  26,  1883.  Four  of 
their  children  lived  to  adult  age — James  Gor- 
don, who  graduated  from  Wesleyan  Univer- 
sity in  1894 ; Harriet  Rice,  who  married  George 
W.  Davison,  an  attorney  of  Brooklyn ; Henry 
Sill,  an  expert  mechanical  engineer,  who  re- 
ceived’ his  education  at  the  Massachusetts  In- 
stitute of  Technology,  and  is  in  the  employ  of 
the  General  Electric  Company  at  Lynn,  Mass. ; 
and  Caroline  Sill.  James  Garrettson  Baldwin 
was  one  of  the  valuable  citizens  of  his  time  in 
Middletown.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
engaged  extensively  as  a real-estate  and  fire 
insurance  agent.  He  was  one  of  the  most  ac- 
tive laborers  in  City  Mission  work,  an  enthusi- 


astic advocate  of  Temperance,  and  an  earnest  1 
worker  for  the  success  of  that  cause.  His  j 
death,  at  the  age  of  forty,  cut  short  a life  that 
had  been  a credit  to  the  honored  name  of  Bald- 
win in  Middletown.  (6)  Lydia  Elizabeth, 
born  May  24,  1844,  died  October  4,  1863; 
she  was  a young  woman  of  much  talent  and 
lovable  disposition,  with  many  warm  friends. 

Jesse  Garrettson  Baldwin  died  April  5, 
1887,  and  with  his  wife  is  buried  in  Indian  j 
Hill  cemetery.  He  early  built  the  home  at 
No.  41  Broad  street,  which  was  his  residence 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  At  one 
time  he  owned  mfich  of  the  land  on  the  north  , 
side  of  William  street,  between  Broad  and 
High  streets. 

JOSEPH  GLADWIN,  in  his  lifetime  a 
skillful  builder  of  water  craft,  was  born  July 
24,  1829,  in  Gildersleeve,  Conn.,  a son  of  Eras- 
mus Gladwin,  who1  came  to  Portland  from 
Higganum.  The  latter  was  one  of  twelve  chil-  1 
dren,  nine  boys  and  three  girls,  of  whom  only 
two  are  now  living:  Timothy,  at  Meriden; 

and  Julia,  who  is  Mrs.  Warren  Taylor,  of  1 
Clinton,  Connecticut. 

Erasmus  Gladwin  was  a son  of  James  Glad- 
win, and  became  a ship  builder  and  also  a farm-  f 
er,  his  home  comprising  quite  a tract  of  good  | 
land.  He  was  married  in  Portland,  to  -Miss 
Prudence  Churchill,  a daughter  of  Charles  1 
Churchill,  the  pioneer  ship  builder  at  Gilder- 
sleeve.  Mr.  Churchill  was  very  prominent  in 
his  time,  and  carried  through  many  important 
business  enterprises;  he  was  a son  of  Captain 
Joseph  Churchill,  who-  was  in  command  of  a 
company  in  the  Eighth  Connecticut  Regiment  ; 
under  Col.  Comfort  Sage,  in  the  Revolutionary  | 
war.  Erasmus  Gladwin  lived  to  be  eighty-  [ 
eight  years  old,  and  died  July  12,  1889;  his 
wife  died  November  12,  1883,  at  the  age  off 
seventy-four.  Both  were  buried  at  Center  cem- 
etery. Their  children  were:  Joseph;  Lora  G., 
Mrs.  T'heo.  F.  Lewis,  of  Waterbury,  Conn.; 
and  Frederick  E.,  of  Portland.  In  politics  Mr. 
Gladwin  was  a Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith 
an  Episcopalian.  Fraternally  he  was  a M'aster 
Mason,  and  a man  of  good  character  and  en- 
viable standing  at  home. 

Joseph  Gladwin  had  the  advantage  of  the 
local  schools,  and  made  good  use  of  his  oppor- , 
tunitv.  He  had  a gift  for  mechanics,  and  when 
a young  man  was  a great  canoe-builder,  con- 
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tructing  some  of  the  finest  canoes  that  floated 
<n  the  Connecticut  river.  On  January  3,  1856, 
e was  married  to  Miss  Lavinia  E.  Sage,  a 
ative  of  Portland,  who  was  born  July  6,  1829, 
daughter  of  Phillip  and  Vienna  (Penfield) 
age,  and  a cousin  of  Frederick  C.  Penfield, 
/ho  was  United  States  Consul  General  to 
gypt  from'  1893  to  1897.  She  was  a student 
t a boarding  school  when  a girl,  and  is  an  in- 
digent and  a refined  lady,  being  a great  read- 
and  much  interested  in  literary  work. 
Joseph  Gladwin  died  September  1,  1896. 
n Episcopalian  in  religious  faith,  he  belonged 
Trinity  parish  and  served  as  vestryman.  A 
lason  of  high  standing,  he  belonged  to  YVar- 
n Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.;  Freestone  Chapter, 

. A.  M.,  at  Portland;  and  Cyrene  Command- 
y at  Middletown.  He  was  a highly  esteemed 
ember  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
>n.  Hje  won  a high  reputation  as  a skillful 
lilder  of  water  craft  in  Portland,  and  while 
s tastes  were  literary,  he  loved  the  out-of- 
>or  World,  and  was  an  enthusiastic  yachtman, 
iciating  as  a judge  when  the  Cromwell  races 
;re  held.  His  widow  now  lives  in  P'ortland, 
lere  she  is  highly  esteemed.  Although  she 
s not  yet  joined,  she  is  eligible  for  member- 
ip  in  the  society  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
nserican  Re  volution. 

Phillip  Sage,  father  of  Mrs.  Gladwin,  was 
rn  near  Center  Church  in  Portland  in  1786, 
.on  of  Enoch  and  Sybil  (Siage)  Sage.  Al- 
>ugh  a stanch  Demlocrat,  he  was  appointed 
lector  of  the  port  of  Mliddletow'n  hy  Presi- 
lt John  Tyler,  and  served  for  five  years  in 
t capacity.  He  was  probate  judge  of  Port- 
d and  Chatham  for  a number  of  years,  and 
filled  various  town  offices  as  well  as  serving 
the  State  Legislature  several  tennis.  Relig- 
sly  he  was  an  Episcopalian,  and  in  that 
h he  died,  in  1855,  and  was  buried  in  Cen- 
cemetery.  His  wife,  Vienna  Penfield,  was 
aughter  of  Zebulon  and  Prudence  (Dixon) 
field,  and  lived  to  be  about  eighty-three. 

‘ married  a second  time,  becoming  the  wife 
ieorge  Brown,  of  Portland,  and  died  at  the 
He  of  her  son,  Enoch,  in  Portland.  To 
lip  Sage  and  his  wife  were  born  the  follow- 
family:  (1)  Enoch,  who  is  still  living  in 

•timid,  was  born  in  1814,  and  married  Sarah 
cox,  a daughter  of  Luther  and  Lucy  ( Burt) 
cox.  (2)  Charles  PI.,  a prominent  citizen 
Portland,  was  born  in  1816,  and  married 
a.  PTall,  the  daughter  of  Jesse  and  ITarriet 
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(Cheeney)  Hall.  He  was  probate  judge  for 
years,  and  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Shaler  & Hall  Quarry  Company.  His  only  son, 
John  H.  Sage,  is  the  cashier  of  the  Portland 
National  Bank.  (3)  Oliver  P.  lived  to  be  twen- 
ty-seven years  old,  and  died  unmarried.  He 
was  inspector  of  the  custom  house  in  Middle- 
town.  (4)  Frances  (1)  died  in  infancy.  (5) 
Frances  (2)  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  (6) 
Lavinia  is  the  widow  of  Joseph  Gladwin,  and 
resides  in  Portland. 

Enoch  Sage,  father  of  Phillip,  was  born 
on  the  old  Sage  farm:,  in  1752,  a son  of 
David  and  Sarah  (Stocking)  Sage.  He  was 
a miller  by  trade,  and  conducted  the  old  Sage 
mill,  now  known  as  the  Cox  mill.  During  the 
Revolutionary  war,  he  was  kept  at  home  to 
operate  his  mill.  He  married  Sybil,  daughter 
O'f  John  Sage,  of  Cromwell,  and  their  children 
were  as  follows.  Alexander,  lived  at  the 
Nooks,  in  Cromwell,  for  years,  and  spent  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  with  his  brother,  Charles 
L.,  in  Portland;  David  died  young;  Phillip, 
1786;  Charles  L.,  1797,  was  a farmer,  and 
lived  on  the  old  Sage  homestead,  where  he 
died;  Lucy,  1779,  died  unmarried;  Charlotte, 
1782,  married  Alex.  Hollister,  of  Glastonbury; 
Laura,  1788,  married  David  Williams,  and 
lived  and  died  on  Rose  Hill;  and  Mary,  1790, 
died  unmarried. 

David  Sage,  father  of  Enoch,  was  born  in 
1718,  a son  of  Timothy  and  Margaret  (Plola- 
bird)  Sage,  and  died  in  1803.  He  married 
Sarah  Stocking,  a daughter  of  an  old  family 
in  the  county.  Their  children  were  as  follows : 
David,  born  1747;  Joseph,  1748;  Noah,  1750; 
Enoch,  1752;  Ebenezer,  1755;  Abner,  1758; 
Ruth,  1761;  Sarah,  1765;  and  Mary,  1769. 
David  Sage  was  a deacon  in  the  old  church  that 
stood  back  of  the  soldiers’  monument  in  Port- 
land, and  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  come 
to  Portland. 

Timothy  Sage,  father  of  David,  was  born 
in  Cromwell,  in  1678,  and  died  in  1725.  IIg 
was  the  fourth  son  of  David,  the  founder  of 
the  family  in  America,  and  was  the  father  of 
five  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely : Sam- 

uel, born  1709;  Mercy,  1712;  Timothy,  1714: 
Mary,  1716;  David,  1718;  Solomon,  1720; 
and  Amos,  1722. 

David  Sage,  the  ancestor  of  this  family  in 
America,  was  born  in  Wales  in  1639.  and  came 
to  Middletown  in  the  earliest  history  of  the 
town.  His  name  first  appears  on  the  town 
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records  in  1664.  He  settled  in  what  is  now 
Cromwell,  and  a portion  of  his  land  is  still 
owned  by  his  descendants.  He  died  in  March, 
1703,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  Riverside  cem- 
etery at  the  north  end  of  Main  street  in  Mid- 
dletown. He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
John  Kirby,  and  she  died  in  1672,  the  mother 
of  children  as  follows:  David,  born  1665; 

John,  1668;  Elizabeth,  1670;  and  Mary,  1672. 
In  1673  David  Sage  married  Mary  Wilcox 
and  of  this  union  were  born:  Jonathan,  1674; 
Timothy,  1678;  and  Nathaniel  and  Mercy, 
1680. 

RICHARD  HENRY  PASCALL,  super- 
intendent and  general  manager  of  the  Picker- 
ing Governor  Company  at  Portland,  is  the 
practical  head  of  that  plant,  which  is  one  of 
the  principal  institutions  in  its  line  in  the 
United  States.  It  is  an  important  enterprise 
in  Portland,  as  it  pays  by  far  the  highest  wages 
of  any  factory  in  the  town,  errtploys  skilled 
labor  and  is  never  closed  by  shut-downs  or 
strikes.  Mr.  Pascall  is  one  of  the  foremost 
citizens  of  the  town,  and  his  relations  to  all 
projects  for  local  improvement  and  the  public 
welfare  have  always  been  singularly  free  from 
selfish  considerations.  The  Pascalls  were  of 
Saxon  origin,  and  his  maternal  ancestors,  the 
Pickerings,  came  of  a Norman  ancestry.  Mr. 
Pascall  was  born  October  6,  1841,  in  Fenton, 
Staffordshire,  England,  a son  of  Richard  and 
Margaret  (Pickering)  Pascall. 

Richard  Pascall,  his  father,  was  born  in 
1800,  and  died  in  England  in  1844.  He  was 
a man  of  far  more  than  the  usual  mechanical 
skill,  and  was  the  only  one  of  his  father’s 
family  to  exhibit  any  aptitude  in  that  direction. 
He  married  Margaret  Pickering,  a sister  of 
the  late  Hon.  Thomas  R1.  Pickering,  of  Port- 
land. At  his  death  he  left  his  wife  with  seven 
children,  of  whom  Richard  Henry  is  the  only 
living  son;  a daughter,  Margaret  P.,  founded 
the  Pascall  Institute,  Nio.  576  Lexington  ave- 
nue, New  York,  and  is  now  at  its  head.  Mrs. 
Mlargaret  (Pickering)  Pascall  died  in  that  city 
in  1859. 

Richard  Henry  Pascall  whs  a lad  of  seven 
years  of  age  when  his  mother  brought  her 
family  to'  the  United  States,  and  he  has  found 
in  this  country  a fertile  field  for  his  ability  and 
courage.  He  spent  his  'boyhood  and  youth  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools,  and  the  free 


academy,  which  has  now  become  the  'College  of  I 
the  City  of  New  York.  From  an  early  age  he 
displayed  considerable  mechanical  skill,  and  his. 
natural  gifts  in  that  direction  determined  his 
educational  progress.  He  took  a course  in 
mechanics  in  the  Cooper  Institute,  though  his  I 
studies  in  that  splendid  school  of  practical  life  ; I 
were  broken  off  by  his  response  to  the  cry  of 
the  republic  for  help  in  1862.  He  enlisted  in  j 
April  of  that  year  as  a member  of  Company  A,,  1 
Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  completing  his  first  term  of  enlistment,  re-  j 
entered  the  service  in  1863,  as  a sergeant  of  | 
Company  K Thirty-seventh  New  York  Vol-  J 
unteer  Infantry,  and  was  with  that  regiment  [ 
when  it  was  called  home  to  suppress  the  draft  j 
riots  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Mr.  Pascall  ; 
entered  the  State  militia  on  his  return  from  the  j 
war,  and  continued  with  it  until  his  removal  i 
to  this  State.  He  served  in  all  position's  up  to  I 
and  including  captain,  his  commission  as  cap-  ; 
tain  being  issued  in  1870,  and  signed  by  Gov-  | 
ernor  Fenton. 

Mr.  Pascall  became  associated  with  Thomb  | 
as  R.  Pickering  in  the  Pickering  Governor  j 
Company,  in  October,  1865.  In  1878  he  was  ; 
made  superintendent  of  the  factory,  and  it  ! 
is  in  this  position  that  he  has  made  a reputa- 
tion  for  himself  second  to  none  in  the  State.  ■ 
He  has  developed  a thorough  and  practical 
system'  by  which  he  obtains  a large  production 
from  the  labors  of  the  men,  a system  which  se- 
cures their  utmost  exertions  and  invites  com- 
mendation from  all  who  are  familiar  with  fac-  | 
tory  work.  He  is  a member  of  the  American  ; 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  and  takes  a 
lively  interest  in  everything  that  tends  to  me-  1 
chanical  development.  ; 

The  Pickering  governor  was  a decided  in-  | 
novation  in  mechanics  but  its  success  was  so  f 
immediate  that  it  has  made  its  way  wherever  ; 
introduced.  It  ignores  the  force  of  gravity,  ? 
and  makes  a mechanical  movement  without  a 
joint  and  at  the  present  time  its  distinguish- 
ing principle,  the  application  of  a spring  to 
the  governor,  is  incorporated  in  some  form 
in  nearly  every  make.  There  are,  however, 
many  improvements  and  attachments  to  the 
Pickering  that  are  properly  protected  by  pat- 
ents. The  plant  is  one  of  the  two  largest  in 
the  United  States,  and  receives  all  its  material 
in  the  raw  state.  The  governors  range  in  size  , 
from  y%-\nc\\  to  12-inch  steam  connection,  and 
in  height  from  ten  inches  to  six  feet.  Their 
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weight  varies  from  five  to  one  thousand 
pounds.  Power  comes  from  a 20-horse  power 
engine,  which  also  runs  a light-dynamo.  This 
was  installed  in  1890,  and  was  the  first  private 
electric  light  plant  put  in  in  this  town.  It 
has  a fine  system  of  fire  protection,  and  em- 
ploys from  seventy  to  eighty  men,  mostly 
skilled  mechanics,  and  they  are  numbered 
among  the  best  people  of  the  town.  Besides 
his  interest  in  this  company,  Mr.  Pascall  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank,  and  is 
interested  in  the  Portland  quarries. 

Mir.  P'ascall  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mlarie  A.  Lasher,  a native  of  German- 
town, Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  a descendant 
of  old  Knickerbocker  stock.  To  them  were 
born  the  following  children:  M'ary  A.  m'ar- 

ried  S.  S.  Hall,  secretary  and  assistant  treas- 
urer of  the  Pickering  Governor  Company ; 
Bessie  P.  is  the  wife  of  Walter  Penfield,  of 
Portland ; and  George  C.  is  a pupil  at  the 
Hotchkiss  school.  Mr.  Pascall  is  a stanch 
Republican  and  in  local  affairs  is  most  anxious 
that  good  men  get  into  office.  He  is  a great 
worker  for  the  continued  improvement  of  the 
schools  and  their  very  excellent  condition  may 
justly  be  attributed  in  large  measure  to  his 
unceasing  interest.  Fraternally  he  is  a Mason 
of  high  degree  and  is  affiliated  with  Warren 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Freestone  Chapter, 
R)  A.  M. ; Cyrene  Commandery,  K.  T. ; and 
Sphinx  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Hie  is 
also  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  a prominent  member 
of  Mansfield  Post,  No.  53,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  taking  a lively  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  old  comrades  of  the  “tented  field.” 
In  his  religious  faith  he  is  an  Episcopalian.  A 
good  business  man  and  a valuable  citizen,  he 
has  hosts  of  friends  in  this  community. 

CAPT.  CORNELIUS  R.  DOANE,  de- 
ceased. Among  the  prominent  citizens  of  Es- 
Isex  who  once  exerted  a great  influence  upon 
and  were  associated  with  all  the  important 
i events  marking  the  history  of  that  section  of 
the  great  State  of  Connecticut,  none  were  bet- 
ter or  more  favorably  known  than  Cornelius 
R.  Doane,  whose  lamented  death  took  place 
May  29,  1874. 

I lie  first  of  this  name  to  locate  in  Amer- 
ica was  Prince  Doane,  who  came  from  Eng- 
and  and  settled  at  Eastham,  on  Cape  Cod, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
Jon,  also  named  Prince,  was  l>orn  at  Cape  Cod, 


and  located  at  Saybrook  soon  after  1734.  His 
son,  Israel,  the  grandfather  of  Cornelius  R., 
was  born  in  Saybrook  January  21,  1739,  and 
married  Priscilla  Shipman,  who  was  born  in 
the  same  year  in  Saybrook  (now  Chester). 
He  engaged  in  farming,  was  also  a carpenter, 
and  resided  in  what  is  now  Essex,  where  he 
built  a house  which  is  still  standing — nowr  near- 
ly 145  years  old* — in  the  Meadow7  Woods  Dis- 
trict. A consistent  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  both  he  and  wife  are  remembered  in 
its  annals.  His  death  occurred  August  30, 
1829,  his  wife’s  on  December  11,  1833.  They 
had  a family  of  eight  children  : Deborah.  Pris- 
cilla, Israel,  Ruth,  Anne,  Justus,  Mary  and 
Dan. 

Justus  Doane,  the  father  of  Cornelius  R., 
was  born  June  17,  1776,  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
; cupation,  and  resided  in  the  Meadow  Woods 
District,  of  Essex.  Although  he  was  crippled, 
having  had  his  leg  broken),  he  lived  to  be  sev- 
enty-nine years  old,  dying  March  15,  1855. 
His  first  marriage  was  to  Phillipa  Read,  a na- 
tive of  Essex,  daughter  of  Cornelius  Read,  and 
eight  children  were  born  of  this  union.  Cor- 
nelius R.  is  our  subject.  Israed  S..  who  mar- 
ried Dolly  Post,  was  a sea  captain  all  his  life, 
running  betwen  New  York  and  London:  he 
died  in  Liverpool.  William  Hillhouse,  who 
married  Elvira  Tucker,  of  Essex,  was  a sea  cap- 
tain between  American  and  European  ports. 
George,  who  married  Abbv  Fuller,  was  a ship 
carpenter,  living  in  Essex,  where  he  died. 
Nancy,  who  married  Erastus  Downing,  lived 
in  East  Haddam.  Rebecca,  who  married 
James  Coggswell,  lived  in  Essex,  later  moved 
to  Nebraska,  and  died  there.  Amelia,  who 
married  Roderick  Chapman,  lived  in  East  Had- 
dam. Mary,  who  married  Zelotus  Young,  lived 
in  Killingly,  Conn.  The  second  marriage  of 
Mr.  Doane  was  to  Laurana  Champlain,  and 
they  had  one  child,  Jane,  who  died  young. 

Cornelius  R.  Doane  was  horn  August  26, 
1799,  in  the  Meadow  Woods  District  of  Essex. 
At  the  district  schools  he  received  his  primary 
education,  later  becoming  a student  in  the  pri- 
vate school  of  Rev.  Aaron  Hovey,  pastor  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Centerbrook. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  l>egati  his  life  on  the 
water,  shipping  before  the  mast  from  New 
York,  on  a sailing  vessel  running  between  that 
city  and  European  ports.  11  is  marine  service 
covered  fifty  years.  Beginning  at  the  bottom 
of  the  ladder,  he  efficiently  filled  every  posi- 
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tion,  and  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-seven  was 
made  captain  of  one  of  the  largest  vessels,  the 
“Indiana,”  that  then  sailed  out  of  New  York. 
Later  he  became  captain  of  the  “Cotton  Plant- 
er,” which  was  built  at  East  Haddam.  For 
many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  cotton  trade 
between  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  European  ports. 
The  last  vessel  he  commanded  was  the  “Rhine,” 
which  was  built  in  New  York,  and  in  which 
he  owned  an  interest,  as  he  did  in  many  other 
vessels.  He  never  gave  u p his.  ownership  in 
the  “Rhine,”  which  was  sold  after  his  death; 
the  vessel  was  finally  lost  at  sea. 

Beginning  life  without  means,  by  his  en- 
ergy and  industry  the  Captain  accumulated 
a competency,  and  when  advancing  years 
made  him  willing  to  leave  the  sea  he  was  able 
to  retire  and  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life 
in  ease,  at  his  home  in  Essex.  Although  he 
had  traveled  the  world  around,  when  he  de- 
cided to  remain  on  land  there  was  no.  better 
place  to  him  than  historic  old  Essex,  and  there 
he  died ; his  remains  now  rest  in  Riverview 
cemetery. 

Capt.  Doane  was  a stanch  Whig,  originally, 
later  becoming  a Republican,  and  he  held  many 
of  the  minor  offices  in  the  gift  of  his  fellow  cit- 
izens. also  serving  as  selectman,  and  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature  in  1847-48,  and  again  in 
1863-64;  he  did  good  work  for  his  party  and 
for  the  people  at  large.  At  one  time  he  was 
president  of  both  banks  of  Essex,  being  presi- 
dent of  the  Saybrook  Bank  of  Essex  from 
i860  to  1873,  and  of  the  Essex  Savings  Bank 
from  1859  until  his  death,  which  occurred  sud- 
denly, from  heart  failure. 

Capt.  Doane  married  Minerva  Pratt,  of  Es- 
sex, who  was  born  October  31,  1800,  daughter 
of  Gideon  and  Hannah  (Southworth)  Pratt, 
and  died  August  31,  1876.  A family  of 
six  children  blessed  this  union  : Cornelia  M. ; 

Prudence  A.,  a resident  of  Essex;  William'  P., 
who  was  lost  at  sea  at  the  age  of  sixteen ; Cor- 
nelius R.,  Jr.,  deceased;  Christopher,  who  was 
lost  at  sea,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight ; and 
Elvira,  deceased.  The  eldest  daughter,  Cor- 
nelia M..,  married 

Edward  W.  Pratt,  who  was  born  July 
31,  1828,  in  Essex.  By  trade  a blacksmith, 
with  his  brother  Edwin,  he  conducted  the  shop 
in  Essex  which  has  been  under  the  management 
of  his  family  continuously  since  1678,  and  he 
followed  that  trade  all  his  life,  dying  May  9, 
1889.  In  politics  Mr.  Pratt  was  a Republican, 


and  he  became  prominent  in  public  affairs  in 
Essex,  holding  many  minor  offices,  and  serving 
in  the  Legislature  in  1873-74.  He  was  a di- 
rector in  the  Essex  Savings  Bank.  In  religious 
faith  he  was  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  he  was  well  and  favorably  known.  , 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pratt  had  seven  children : Cor- 
nelius R.,  who  married  Letta  S wayne,  lives  in 
Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Sydney  K.,  who  married 
Ella  Noble,  died  in  Harlan,  Iowa.  Julia  E.,  a 
graduate  of  high  school,  who  also  studied  at  I' 
Drexel  Institute,  at  Philadelphia,  is  a teacher  in 
Plampton  Institute.  Hampton,  Va.  Edward 
W.,  a graduate  of  the  Philadelphia  Dental  Col- 
lege, was  State  Dental  Commissioner,  appoint- 
ed by  Gov.  McLean,  in  1902,  and  represented, 
East  Hartford  in  the  State  Legislature  in 
1898;  he  married  Charlotte  Holmes,  and  has 
one  child,  Everett  D.  Abbie,  John  and  Mary 
complete  the  family. 

EDWIN  M.  BRADLEY,  whose  memory 
is  still  green  in  the  hearts  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens in  Clinton,  Middlesex  county,  was  the  1 
representative  of  an  old  and  honorable  name, 
and  held  a,  high  place  in  the  esteem'  and  con- 
fidence of  all  who  knew  him. 

According  to  tradition,  the  first  Bradleys  , 
of  the  United  States  descended  from,  a family 
in  the  market  town  of  Bingley,  on  the  river 
Aire,  twelve  miles  northeast  of  Leeds,  Eng-, 
land,  formerly  a part  of  Shirrae,  Wapantuck 
and  Bradley,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  early 
ancestors  were  from  the  latter  place,  and  took 
their  name  from  it.  Brad,  in  the  Anglo-Saxon, 
meant  broad  or  wide,  and  ley  or  lea,  a field  or 
pasture.  The  coat  of  arms  of  the  branch  which 
came  to.  America  is  described  as  follows:  “En-  . 
tire  field  arg'ent,  chevron  sable;”  Crest : An 
open  helmet.  Motto:  “Pascum  latum  ct  nul- 
lum gratiae,”  “a  broad  field  and  no  favors.” 

In  1644  Widow  Elizabeth  Bradley  came  to 
America  with  the  following  children,  all  born 
in  England:  William  (son  of  her  husband’s 

former  marriage),  Joshua,  Daniel,  Ellen  (who 
married  John  Allen),  Nathani  and  Stephen. 
They  lived  in  New  Haven  until  the  two  last 
named  reached  maturity,  when  they  settled  in 
East  Guilford,  in  1657  or  1658.  The  mother 
was  married  again,  November  8,  1653,  to  John 
Parmesley,  and  on  May  27,  1663,  she  married 
John  Everts.  Of  the  children  we  have  the 
following  record : William  lived  in1  New 

Haven,  where  he  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  in 
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1644.  Daniel  died  in  New  Haven  in  1658. 
Nathan,  born  in  1638,  died  November  10, 
1713.  Stephen,  born  in  1642,  died  June  26, 
1702  ; he  was  the  direct  ancestor  of  Edwin  M. 
Bradley.  He  was  twice  married,  first  time 
November  9,  1663,  to  Hannah  Smith,  and  in 
1683  to  Mary  Leete,  daughter  of  William 
Leete.  His  son  Stephen,  born  in  1696,  had  a 
son,  Timothy,  born  in  1735,  who  was  the 
grandfather  of  Edwin  M. 

Timothy  Bradley  was  a lifelong  resident 
of  Madison,  where  he  engaged  in  fishing.  He 
married  Ellen  Shipman,  of  Saybrook,  who  died 
in  January,  1826,  and  had  children:  Sarah, 

born  May  12,  1766  (married  Noah  Scranton)  ; 
Anson,  June  27,  1768;  Benoni,  October  22, 
1770;  Clotilda,  October  12,  1772  (married  Eli 
Parmelee,  of  Madison,  and  moved  to  Otis, 
: Mass.)  ; Fanny,  1775  (married  Josiah  Sey- 
mour, of  Utica,  N.  Y.)  ; Timothy,  1777;  John 
1779  (died  young)  ; John,  December  6,  1781 
(the  father  of  our  subject)  ; Jemima,  1783 
(married  Samuel  Smith,  of  Killingworth,  and 
moved  to  Marietta,  Ohio-)  ; Samuel  (died  in 
the  English  service)  ; Esther  (died  aged  thir- 
ty years) ; and  Stephen  Clayton.  The  father 
of  this  family  died  September  8,  1806. 

John  Bradley  was  twice  married.  In  1804 
he  wedded  Betsey  Smith,  daughter  of  Timo- 
thy Smith,  of  Clinton,  who  was  born  in  1782, 
and  died  April  5,  1824.  His  second  marriage 
was  to  Melinda  Buell,  of  Clinton,  who  was 
born  in  1786,  and  died  April  22,  1855.  Chil- 
dren as  follows  were  born  of  these  unions : 
Frederick,  born  January  19,  1806,  died  Octo- 
ber 12,  1875  ! hc  married  Lucy  Holmes,  and  had 
nine  children,  Susan  E.,  Eveline  C.,  Henry, 
William  D.,  Mary  J.,  Maria  J.,  Adelaide  L., 
Harriet  and  Artemissa  D.  Eliza,  Ann,  born 
July  18,  1808,  died  May  5,  1890;  she  married 
James  H.  Hall,  of  Guilford,  and  had  five  chil- 
dren, James  H.,  Charles  E.,  Augustus  S.,. 
Aaron  D.  and  Frederick  W.  John  S.,  born 
August  15,  1811,  became  a resident  of  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y. ; he  married  Julia  M.  Overall,  and 
had  a son,  John.  Esther,  bom  June  6,  1813, 
died  November  7,  1873;  on  December  9,  1832, 
she  married  Chauncey  Dowd,  of  Mfidison,  and 
they  had  four  children,  Charles  E.,  Susan  A., 
Edwin  B.,  and  Elizabeth  S.  Jane  P.,  l>orn 
February  12,  t8i6,  was  married  January  16, 
1842,  to  William  A.  iV ail,  of  Clinton,  who  died 
December  4,  1874;  they  had  three  chiildrcn, 
Susan  R.,  Amelia  J.  (deceased)  and  William 


A.  (deceased).  Edwin  M.  is  mentioned  be- 
low. Susan  A.,  born  September  6,1820,  died 
January  12,  1826.  Rebecca,  born  October  1, 
1822,  was  married  December  21,  1842,  to  P. 
Carlton  Parmelee,  of  Guilford,  and  had  a 
daughter,  Mary  P.  James  S.,  born  July  25, 
1825,  married  Ellen  Miller,  of  Newark,  N.  J., 
and  died  December  31-,  1889.  Mary  M.,  born 
April  11,  1827,  married  Edwin  A.  Dibbell,  of 
Clinton,  and  had  two>  children,  Eldred  A.  and 
William  E.  Samuel  C.,  born  January  17, 
1829,  married  Jennie  Prout,  of  Meriden,  Conn., 
and  had  four  children,  Frank  C.,  Charles  S., 
Jennie  E.  and  Hattie  A. 

John  Bradley,  the  father  of  this  family, 
was  born  in  Madison,  and  when  a young  man 
came  to  Clinton,  where  he  married  and  learned 
the  blockmaking  trade,  following  that  indus- 
try principally  in  Clinton.  For  a period  of 
three  years,  prior  to  1820,  he  resided  in  Kill- 
ingworth, where  he  built  and  operated  a small 
blockmaking  factory.  Returning  to  Clinton, 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  there.  He 
owned  a tract  of  land  lying  on  both  sides  of 
Commerce  street  Avhere  he  followed  farming 
and  was  considered  a prosperous  man.  Prior 
to  th.e  Civil  war  he  had  been  a Democrat,  but 
the  issue  then  brought  up  caused  him  to  change 
his  views,  and  until  the  end  of  his  days  he  was 
a stanch  Republican.  His  death  occurred  in 
1864.  Several  of  the  local  offices  were  efficient- 
ly filled  by  him,  and  he  was  school  committee- 
man for  a time.  He  attended  the  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

Edwin  M.  Bradley  was  born  March  22, 
1818,  in  that  part  of  old  Killingworth  now 
called  Clinton.  His  educational  advantages 
were  good.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
all  the  year  round  up  to  the  age  of  eight,  after 
which  his  attendance  was  limited  to  the  winter 
season,  the  usual  condition  of  affairs  where 
there  was  land  to  cultivate,  the  boys  of  the 
family  beginning  early  to  work  on  the  farms 
during  the  summers.  His  last  literary  training 
was  received  in  the  Academy  on  the  “Green." 
which  lie  left  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  W hen  he 
had  reached  his  eighteenth  year  Mr.  Bradley 
left  home  and  went  to  New  York,  where  he 
secured  a berth  on  a packet  boat  to  Mobile,  Ala., 
and  while  the  boat  was  reloading  lie  engaged 
in  painting  at  Mobile,  making  such  good  use 
of  his  time  that  he  was  $70  richer  upon  his 
return.  Entering  the  spring  shop  in  Clinton, 
Mr.  Bradley  worked  there  two  or  three  years, 
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and  was  also  employed  on  the  home  farm,  his 
natural  energy  never  allowing  him  to  be  idle 
an  hour.  In  1862  he  returned  to  the  water  and 
became  a wheelman  on  the  “Granite  State,” 
then  plying  between  Hartford  and  New  York, 
continuing  thus  until  1875.  During  the  next 
twelve  summers  he  was  in  New  York  City,  fill- 
ing orders  for  Hartford  and  Connecticut  river 
people,  a successful  venture,  his  industry  and 
honesty  bringing  him  prosperity.  What  he  ac- 
complished was  due  largely  to  his  own  efforts, 
and  his  strict  attention  to  business  and  his 
foresight  caused  him  to  be  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  thoroughly  reliable  business  men  of 
his  time.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  Clinton  National  Bank. 

Capt.  Bradley  was  first  married,  November 
22,  1849,  to  Jenette  McKean,  of  Otis,  Mass., 
who  was  born  February  24,  1825,  and  died 
April  6,  1890.  She  had  children  as  follows-: 
Henrietta  D.,  born  March  13,  1853,  died  May 
4,  1871.  Carrie  McKean,  born  June  9,  1858, 
was  married  October  14,  1880,  to  Prof.  Will- 
iam S.  Miller,  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin, 
Madison,  Wisconsin  ; she  (died  December  8i, 
1901.  William  Edwin,  born  April  29,  1862, 
is  employed  by  the  Pratt  & Whitney  Company, 
Hartford,  Conn.  Henry  Lincoln,  born  March 
25,  1865,  died  August  31st,  same  year.  Mr. 
Bradley’s  second  marriage,  on  June  28,  1892,- 
was  to  Sarah  Taft,  a native  of  Annsville,  near 
Rome,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Vincent  and  Mary 
Ann  (Randolph)  Taft,  and  granddaughter  of 
Dan  Taft. 

After  the  death  of  his  eldest  daughter,  a 
beautiful  and  gifted  woman,  who  was  the  pride 
of  his  heart,  Mr.  Bradley  gave  up  active  life, 

■ spending  much  time  in  travel,  and  for  a num- 
ber of  years  prior  to  his  decease,  which  oc- 
curred February  4,  1901,  he  lived  quite  re- 
tired. Originally  Capt.  Bradley  was  a Whig, 
and  since  the  birth  of  the  Republican  party  has 
been  one  of  its  stanchest  adherents.  He  was 
a regular  attendant  and  supporter  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  of  which  he  was  long  a 
valued  member. 

SAMUEL  TALCOTT  CAMP’,  of  Mid- 
dletown, Middlesex  county,  was  born  at  Mid- 
dletown July  1,  1831,  and  in  the  seventy-one 
years  and  over  which  have  already  been  given 
him  he  has  risen  to  a prominent  place  in  the 
financial  and  business  circles  of  that  place.  He  is 
president  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Sav- 
ings Banlk,  and  vice-president  of  the  Middle- 


sex County  National  Bank,  and  is  probably  as 
well  known  throughout  the  county  as  any  busi- 
ness or  commercial  character  in  Middletown. 
From  a boy  in  his  ’teens  he  has  been  identified 
with  the  business  interests  of  the  city,  except 
during  a brief  period  of  his  young  manhood. 

Mir.  Camp  is  a descendant  of  an  old  and 
honorable  New  England  family,  and  his  pro- 
genitors have  been  people  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary character  and  standing  in  Middletown 
from  the  first.  His  remote  ancestor,  Nicholas 
Camp,  came  from  England  with  his  wife  in 
1632.  Rejoice  Camp,  grandfather  of  Samuel 
Talcott,  lived  in  Durham,  and  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  war;  his  father  bore  the  name 
of  John  Camp. 

Ichabod  Camp,  father  of  Samuel  Talcott, 
was  born  at  Durham,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn., 
and  was  the  eldest  son  of  his  parents.  His 
father  owned  a large  farm,  and  young  Ichabod 
remained  at  home  and  helped  in  its  cultivation, 
with  an  understanding  regarding  the  inheri- 
tance of  the  property,  from  which,  however, 
he  never  realized,  as  a result  of  a sacrifice  he 
made  in  behalf  of  the  family.  Later  in  life 
he  became  a merchant.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  and  is  buried  in  Indian  Hill  ceme- 
tery, as  was  also  his  wife.  She  was  Sarah 
Johnson,  of  Durham,  the  daughter  of  a well- 
known  cattle  buyer  and  stock  dealer  who  was 
accustomed  to  buy  cattle  and  bring  them'  to 
Connecticut  for  sale  en  route  and  after  reach- 
ing hom$.  On  one  occasion  he  left  his  home 
on  such  a journey  with  a large  amount  of 
money  on  his  person,  and  no  trace  was  ever 
found  of  him  after  he  passed  from  sight.  Mr. 
Johnson  married  a Miss  Camp,  of  Durham, 
who  belonged  to-  the  Ozias  Camp  family,  of 
that  city,  and  was  a daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel 
and  Phoebe  Camp.  Capt.  Camp  became  a 
colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  served 
under  Gen.  Washington  on  Long  Island.  Chil- 
dren were  born  to  Ichabod  and  Sarah  ( Tohn- 
son)  Camp  as  follows  : Harriet  L.  never  mar- 

ried and  is  now1  deceased.  Sarah  married  D. 
F.  Southwick.  Mary  married  Noah  Rich  Up- 
son, and  on  his  death  became  the  wife  of 
Harry  Clark ; she  is  now-  a widow,  and  lives  in 
Meriden.  Elizabeth  married  John  Smith. 
Samuel  Talcott  is  the  youngest  child.  Icha- 
bod Camp  was  a Whig  in  his  earlier  life,  and 
became  a Republican  on  the  organization  of 
the  party. 

Samuel  Talcott  Camp  has  practically  spent 
his  entire  life  in  Middletown.  Here  he  at- 
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tended  school,  and  is  proud  to  recall  Mir.  Lath- 
rop  and  D.  H.  Chase  as  among  the  instructors 
of  his  youth.  He  attended  the  first  session 
of  the  high  school  in  Middletown  held  in  the 
basement  of  the  Russell  library  building.  The 
south  room  was  for  boys,  and  Alfred  Saxe 
,vas  principal.  The  girls  had  a separate  room, 
but  later  they  were  taken  into  one  school, 
md  Orange  Judd  was  teacher.  When  his 
school  days  were  over  Mr.  Camp  entered  the 
store  of  Hayden  & Loveland,  at  a salary  of 
wo  dollars  a week.  This  was  a grocery  store, 
rut  no  liquors  were  kept.  He  was  a courteous 
md  attentive  clerk,  made  rapid  progress,  and 
emained  in  that  store  until  1852,  when  he 
tarted  for  California,  in  a company  that  went 
rut  from  Middletown  and  vicinity.  They 
ailed  from  New  York  January  10,  1852,  on 
he  steamer  “Ohio,”  bound  for  the  mouth  of 
he  river  Chagres.  From  that  point  much  of 
he  journey  to’  the  Pacific  had  to  be  made  on 
oat,  and  the  party  became  lost,  traveling  forty 
riles  out  of  their  way.  They  took  passage 
p the  Pacific  on  the  brig  “Margaret.”  There 
.•ejre  several  vessels  about  to  sail  for  San 
'rancisco,  but  this  was  taken  on  the  advice 
f the  American  consul,  and  his  counsel  proved 
ood,  for  the  “Mlargaret”  was  the  only  one  to 
:ach  her  destination.  She  was  one  hundred 
nd  ten  days  on  the  way.  The  food  supply  ran 
>w,  and  for  forty-two’  days  those  on  board 
ere  fed  with  three  tablespoonfuls  of  boiled 
ce  three  times  a day.  The  water  ran  low, 
rd  great  discomfort  was  experienced  from 
lirst.  Mir.  Camp  remained  in  California  till 
ie  spring  of  1856,  part  of  this  time  in  the 
holesale  grocery  house  of  W.  Q.  Grissam  & 
o.,  in  Sacramento.  He  was  present  at  the 
cond  big  fire  in  that  city,  and  it  was  he 
ho  gave  the  alarm’  at  this  fire.  Outside  of 
s connection  with  the  grocery  house,  M,r. 
jimp  was  engaged  in  mining.  In  the  spring 
i 1856  he  returned  to’  the  East,  leaving  San 
ancisco  on  the  steamer  “Pacific,”  crossed  the 
! limits  from  Virgin  Bay  to  Nicaragua,  and 
I >m  there  journeyed  down  the  river  San  Juan 
the  Atlantic  coast,  thence  to  New  York, 
iring  the  next  two  years  he  traveled  ex- 
1 isively  over  the  United  States,  and  in  1858 
« barked  in  the  grocery  business  at  home. 
- had  a partner,  B.  F.  Chaffee,  and  they 
« ened  business  at  the  same  stand  where 
r.  Camp  may  still  be  found.  Mr.  Camp  suc- 
1 (led  John  M1.  Douglass  as  president  of  the 
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Farmers  & Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  of  Mid- 
dletown, and  he  has  been  a director  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex County  National  Bank  for  a number  of 
years.  In  1862  he  was  a member  of  the  city 
council,  and  was  on  the  committee  in  charge 
of  the  burial  of  Gen.  Mansfield,  who  fell  at  An- 
tietam.  He  is  treasurer  O’f  the  city  school  board, 
and  his  services  in  this  connection  have  been 
most  unselfish.  When  the  high  school  build- 
ing was  erected  Mr.  Camp  sold  the  bonds 
voted  for  that  purpose,  and  his  services  were 
absolutely  gratuitous.  He  is  a prominent 
worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
where  he  has  acted  as  steward  and  trustee, 
and  has  always  been  very  influential  in  its 
business  affairs.  He  has  also  been  a trustee 
of  Wesleyan  University  for  many  years,  and 
is  a member  of  the  local  and  general  executive 
committees.  MV.  Camp  is  a man  of  strong  re- 
ligious and  temperance  convictions,  and  has 
never  sold  liquor  in  his  store,  although  there 
was  a time  when  its  sale  was  regarded  as  in- 
dispensable in  every  mercantile  establishment. 
Once  there  came  to  his  store  a local  clergy- 
man with  a jug,  which  he  called  to  be  filled 
with  rum.  “We  do  not  sell  rum,”  replied  Mr. 
Camp.  “All  right,  then,”  said  the  preacher, 
“you  may  fill  this  order  for  groceries.”  Mr. 
Camp  is  a strong  Republican  on  all  National 
questions,  but  in  local  matters  is  strictly  non- 
partisan. He  has  ever  been  an  honorable  and 
upright  business  man  and  his  career  in  Mid- 
dletown will  bear  the  closest  scrutiny.  Nio 
merchant  in  that  town  stands  higher  in  the 
general  esteem,  or  holds  the  confidence  of  the 
people  to  a greater  extent. 

' Mr.  Camp  and  Miss  Martha  E.  Smith  were 
married  November  12,  1862.  She  is  a daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Lucv  (Rawlins)  Smith, 
of  Portland,  Miiine,  and  a lady  of  many  charm- 
ing traits.  1 

JOSEPH  BADGER  SEARS,  late  a mer- 
chant and  prominent  business  man  in  other 
lines  of  trade  in  Middletown.  Middlesex  coun- 
ty, was  born  August  16,  1823.  in  the  South 
Farms  District  of  the  town  of  Middletown, 
and  was  a son  of  Elisha  and  Esther  ( llendley) 
Sears,  a full  review  of  whose  life  will  lie  found 
in  the  biographical  record  of  Capt.  Daniel  W. 
Sears. 

Joseph  B.  Sears  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  South 
Farms,  and  later  attended  a higher  school  at 
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Middletown.  While  still  a young  man  he  went 
to  sea,  and  passed  several  years  before  the 
mast,  making  several  trips  to  the  East  Indies 
in  the  regular  trade,  and  being  also  for  a time 
employed  in  the  American  coasting  trade  by 
his  uncles,  the  Messrs.  Hendley,  vessel  owners 
and  traders  at  Galveston,  Texas.  After  leav- 
ing the  water,  while  still  in  his  minority,  he 
assisted  in  his  father’s  grocery  at  South  Farms. 
He  and  his  father  later  formed  a partnership 
and  carried  on  the  same  line  of  business,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Elisha  Sears  & Son,  for 
a number  of  years.  Our  subject  next  engaged 
in  contract  work  in  painting  and  paperhanging, 
and  in  this  line  employed  many  men  for  a long 
time.  Later  he  formed  a partnership'  with  his 
son-in-law,  George  G.  Thayer,  and  conducted 
a grocery,  under  the  style  G.  G.  Thayer  & Co., 
at  No.  140  Main  street,  Middletown — the  pres- 
ent site  O'f  D.  I.  Chapman’s  store.  Several 
years  later  Mr.  Sears  disposed  of  his  interest 
in  the  grocery  and  retired  for  the  rest  of  his 
days  to  his  pleasant  home  on  Farm1  Hill,  at- 
tending only  to  his  private  interests.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a,  Democrat,  and  although  no  office 
seeker  he  was  ardently  interested  in  his  party’s 
affairs..  He  was  an  attendant  of  and  a liberal 
contributor  to  the  South  Congregational 
Church  of  Middletown,  and  passed  away  in 
that  faith  August  7,  1892,  after  a decline)  of 
health  of  several  years  duration ; his  mortal  re- 
mains were  interred  in  Pine  Grove  cemetery. 

Joseph  B.  Sears  was  married  September 
15,  1851'.  to  Miss  Adeline  C.  Blatchley,  who. 
was  born  in  Killingworth,  Middlesex  Co., 
Conn.,  October  13,  1830,  daughter  of  Leander 
and  Huldah  (Wilcox)  Blatchley,  the  former 
of  whom,  was  a contractor  and  joiner.  Three 
children  graced  this  union,  viz. : ( 1 ) Edwin 

S.,  born  November  13,  1853,  is  a mechanic  and 
builder,  now  living  on  the  old  homestead  at 
Farm  Hill,  Middletown;  he  married  Kate  Hull, 
who  has  borne  him  two1  children,  Alice  (who 
died  young)  and  Florence  M.  (2)  Alice  M., 
born  April  23,  1856,  is  the  wife  of  George  G. 
Thayer,  formerly  her  father’s  partner,  and  now 
in  the  grocery  business  on  Main  street,  Mid- 
dletown; they  have  a family  of  six  children, 
Joseph  S.,  Ethel  M.,  Harry  S.,  George  G., 
Robert  E.  and  Alice  A.  (3)  Carrie  T.,  the 
youngest  child,  was  married  to  Robert  Moore, 
and  died  in  1888,  leaving  one  son,  Harry  S., 
who  lives  in  Hartford  with  his  father. 

Mrs.  Sears  passed  the  summer  months  at 


her  neat  and  handsome  home  on  Farm  H' 
and  during  the  winter  months  she  resided  ;l 
the  city.  She  was  one  of  the  most  amia 
women  of  Middletown,  loved  by  all  who  kn 
her,  and  her  death,  which  occurred  July 
1901,  was  regarded  as  a distinct  loss  by  1 
many  friends. 

SAMUEL  A.  CHALKER,  a progress 
agriculturist  in  the  town  of  Old  Saybrook, . 
a worthy  descendant  of  Alexander  Chalker,  1 j 
first  settler  of  the  name  in  this  part  of  1 
State.  About  1648-50  he  received  a grant 
land  in  what  is  now  the  western  part  of  t 
town  of  Old  Saybrook,  and  settled  upon 
This  home  stood  but  a short  distance  from' t. 
present  home  of  Samuel  A.  Chalker,  who  ow 
the  eastern  part  of  the  original  grant.  ( 
September  29,  1649,  Alexander  Chalker  m; 
ried  Patience  Post,  and  they  became  the  p; 
ents  of  eight  children  : Stephen,  born  Septei 
ber  8,  1650,  died  young;  Samuel,  born  Ap 
27,  1651;  Mary,  born  April  27,  1653;  Abi 
ham,  born  October  19,  1655,  married  (firs 
January  16,  1679,  Hannah  Sanford  who  di 
in  1683,  and  (second)  September  13,  i6£ 
Sarah  Ingham,  who  died  September  11,  168 
Patience,  born  September  8,  1657;  Sarah,  bo 
October  17,  1659;  Jane,  born  March  27,  166 
married  Daniel  Kelsey,  of  Killingworth;  a: 
Alexander,  born  February  24,  1666.  Ale 
ander  Chalker,  the  father  of  these  childre 
was  killed  in  a fight  with  the  Narragansett  I 
dians  in  1675. 

(II)  Samuel  Chalker,  second  child  of  Ale 

ander  and  Patience,  was  born  April  27,  165 
He  married  Phebe  Bull,  a daughter  of  Robe 
Bull.  The  children  of  this  union  wer 
Stephen,  born  September  11,  1677;  Sama 
born  October  6,  1679;  Phebe,  born  March  2 
1682,  died  July  14,  1683;  and  Phebe  (2),  bop 
May  19,  1685.  *,4 

(III)  Samuel  Chalker,  son  of  Samuel,  w 

born  October  6,  1679.  On  June  24,  1711,  lj 
married  Rebecca  Ingham,  who  bore  him  thr 
children  : Gideon ; Samuel ; and  Alexande 

who  was  the  father  of  John  Chalker,  the  fath 
of  Capit.  Charles  H.  Chalker. 

(IV)  Gideon  Chalker,  son  of  Samuel,  w 
born  about  1725.  About  1748  he  married  Ter 
perance  Bushnell,  and  died  September  6,  176 
His  children  were : Gideon,  born  July  3,  U4 
moved  to  Vermont,  and  later  to  Pennsylvania 
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Temperance,  born  November  15,  1750,  mar- 
ked a Mr.  Buckingham;  Tabithia,  born  De- 
| : ember  19,  1753,  went  to  Vermont;  Samuel, 
|>orn  July  13,  1757,  went  to  Vermont;  Moses, 
*orn  September  1,  1758,  married  Sabi  a Chap- 
nan,  a sister  of  his  brother  Oliver’s  wife; 
)liver  is  mentioned  below;  and  Mary,  born 
November  12,  1763,  went  to  Vermont. 

(V)  Oliver  Chalker,  son  of  Gideon,  was 
ora  August  12,  1760,  a few  rods  west  of  the 
ome  of  Samuel  A.,  and  he  died  July  19,  1846, 
ged  eighty-six  years.  On  April  14,  1 79°’  he 
harried  Lydia  Chapman,  daughter  of  William 
lhapman,  and  a sister  of  his  brother  Moses’ 
ife.  To  them  were  born  four  children  who 
cached  maturity  : Samuel,  born  June  1 1,  1793  1 
,ydia,  born  1794,  married  John  R.  Bemont, 
f East  Hartford,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
ity-eight  years  ; Joseph,  born  1796,  died  at  the 
ge  of  twenty-seven  years ; and  Harvey,  born 
ebruary  7,  1806,  married  Lydia  Stannard,  of 
V’estbrook,  and  attained  the  advanced  age  of 
ghty-seven  years.  Besides  the  four  children 
amed  Oliver  Chalker  and  bis  wife  had  three 
"hers — Benjamin,  George  and  Betsey — who, 
1,  however,  died  quite  young.  Lydia;  (Chap- 
ian)  Chalker,  the  mother  of  these  children, 
ed  January  17,  1846,  aged  seventy-nine  years, 
liver  Chalker  was  a large  landowner  and  ex- 
nsive  farmer  for  those  days.  In  politics  he 
as  a Democrat,  and  in  religion  both  he  and  his 
ife  belonged  to  the  Congregational  Church  at 
ay  brook. 

(VI)  Samuel  Chalker,  son  of  Oliver,  was 
>rn  in  a house  built  by  his  father  near  the  orig- 
al  homestead,  June  11,  1803,  and  he  died  at 
e age  of  sixty  years.  When  a young  man 
■ went  to  Mechanicsville,  N.  Y.,  near  Albany, 
id  was  employed  in  a 'cloth  factory.  When 
'enty  years  old  he  returned  home  and  engaged 
farming  and  fishing.  The  year  he  was  mar- 
-d  he  built  the  present  home  of  our  subject, 
politics  he  was  a strong  Democrat.  In  1828 
married  Rachel  Kirtland,  daughter  of  Na- 

ui  Kirtland,  of  Westbrook,  who  Ixirc  him 
fht  children  : Caroline,  who  died  in  infancy; 
muel  A.;  Emily  A.,  who  married  Merritt 
Post,  of  Westbrook,  and  had  two  children: 
larles  Irving  (who  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
>nths)  and  George  Merritt  (who  died 
ed  eighteen  years  and  ten  months)  ; 
aria  C.,  who  married  George  Norton  (de- 
ised)  of  Guilford,  and  has  three  chil- 
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dren  : Emma  Louise,  Annie  Maria  and  Hattie 
Rachel;  George  W.,  of  Madison,  Conn.,  who 
married  Jane  Post,  daughter  of  Lyman  Post, 
of  Westbrook,  and  had  seven  children : Edwin 
Samuel,  Lyman  Post  (who  died  aged  nineteen 
years),  Lena  Augusta,  George  Henry,  Jenniie 
Amelia,  Burton  Raymond  and  Leslie  Kirtland; 
Araminta,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen; 
Louise  R.,  who  wedded  George  C.  Ingham,  and 
has  four  children,  Nellie  Gertrude,  Arthur 
George,  Emily  Kirtland  and  Frank  Clinton; 
and  Sydney  J.,  who  is  unmarried  and  resides 
in  Saybrook.  Rachel  (Kirtland)  Chalker,  the 
mother,  died  October  19,  1875,  aged  seventy- 
three  years  and  nine  months. 

Samuel  A.  Chalker  was  born  February  28, 
1829,  in  the  house  built  by  his  father,  and  in 
which  he  now  resides.  He  was  reared  in  his 
native  town  and  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools,  supplemented  by  a course  in 
the  Saybrook  Academy,  where  he  was  under  the 
instruction  of  Harvey  Sanford,  Perry  Haskell 
and  George  Bushnell.  When  he  was  seventeen 
he  began  fishing  with  his  father,  and  he  learned 
the  business  of  farming  in  a thorough  man-1 
ner.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  went  to 
Deep  River,  and  was  given  work  in  the  ship- 
yard of  W.  W.  Brainerd,  where  he  worked 
about  a year  and  a half.  After  that  he  en- 
gaged as  a before-the-mast  hand,  with  Capt. 
William  Palmer,  on  the  schooner  “Eudora 
Emogene.”  On  the  trip  up  the  North  River 
he  was  taken  sick  and  left  at  Albany,  and  later 
on  the  vessel  was  lost  on  the  Sound.  He  re- 
turned home  when  bis  health  permitted,  and  be- 
came a farmer  and  fisherman.  In  T857  he  se- 
cured  a berth  as  mate  on  the  Buck’s  Line  pro- 
peller “Seneca”  plying  between  New  York  and 
Hartford,  which  he  held  for  eight  months, 
until  be  Was  laid  off  in  the  panic  of  1857.  The 
following  spring  Mr.  Chalker  shipped  again 
under  Capt.  Charles  TT.  Chalker,  but  as  the  lat- 
ter was  accidentally  shot  in  New  York  and 
died  of  bis  wounds,  lie  returned  home  in  July 
of  that  year,  and  devoted  himself  to  fishing  and 
farming.  Tn  t86t  he  went  to  South  Norwalk 
as  ship  carpenter  for  Edwin  Bartlett,  whom  he 
met  at  the  Branford  Fair  thirty-six  years  later, 
and  instantly  recognized  him.  Mr.  Chalker 
was  engaged  in  the  coasting  business  during 
the  Civil  war  and  liought  the  sloop  “Floyd  S. 
Warner,”  which  he  sold  six  months  later.  Tn 
1864  he  bought  the  sloop  “Victorcne”  and  con- 
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tinued  coasting  in  that  vessel  for  three  years 
when  he  sold  it.  In  1891  he  gave  up  the  fish- 
ing business,  and  since  that  time  has  devoted 
his  entire  time  to  farming. 

For  many  years  the  Sound  fishermen,  had 
great  difficulty  in  preserving  their  fishing 
rights.  In  1874  there  was  a law  passed  pro- 
hibiting net  fishing,  under  a penalty  of  $4°Q 
fine  and  the  confiscation  of  fixtures  to  the  State, 
and  if  it  had  prevailed,  it  would  have  thrown 
many  men  in  southern  Connecticut  out  of  the 
possibility  of  earning  their  living  in  their  ac- 
customed industry.  Through  Mr.  Chalker’s 
exertions  the  fishermen  organized  for  the  re- 
storation of  their  ancient  rights.  Money  was 
raised,  and  the  constitutionality  of  the  law1  was 
raised  in  the  courts,  but  before  it  was  brought 
to  trial,  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  on  the 
new  Legislature,  and  it  was  repealed.  Much 
credit  for  its  repeal  was  given  to  Mr.  Chalker 
for  his  efforts  to>  secure  release  from  the  op- 
pressive act.  Robert  B.  Chalker  was  president 
of  the  Connecticut  Fishing  Association,  and 
Samuel  A.  Chalker  was  the  secretary.  In  this 
connection,  it  may  be  said,  however,  that  fish- 
ing as  an  industry  has  passed,  as  the  break- 
water at  the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  river  has 
diverted  many  of  the  fish  from,  these  shores. 

Mr.  Chalker  is  a Democrat,  but  not  in- 
clined to  free  silver.  He  has  taken  some  in- 
terest in  political  affairs,  and  has  served  as 
selectman  five  years;  was  a member  of  the 
State  Board  of  Agriculture  four  years,  1892- 
96,  a successor  of  Hon.  J.  M.  Hubbard  of  Mid- 
dletown. During  his  membership  on  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  both  the  Cattle  and  Peach  Yel- 
lows commissions  were  created.  Mr.  Chalker 
was  on  the  board  of  relief  many  years,  and  is 
still  serving,  and  he  is  at  present  a justice  of 
the  peace.  Mr.  Chalker  is,  a charter  member 
of  Saybrook  Grange,  where  he  has  served  as 
master  five  years,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the 
Westbrook  Grange,  of  which  he  has  been 
master  two  years.  At  present  he  is  master  of 
the  Sea  View  Pomona  Grange.  He  was  State 
Grange  Deputy  under  State  Master  Stephen 
O.  Bowen  two  years,  and  has  been  instrumental 
in  organizing  Granges  at  Saybrook,  Clinton, 
Westbrook  and  Lyme.  For  one  year  he  was 
president  and  six  years  trustee  of  the  West- 
brook Agricultural  Society. 

On  February  27,  1868,  Samuel  A.  Chalker 
was  married  to  Delia  M.  Schutt,  of  Mt.  Wash- 


ington, Mass.,  a daughter  of  Ira  and  Emma  i 
(Patterson)  Schutt,  and  a third  cousin  of  B. 

C.  Patterson  of  Torrington,  Conn.,  Master  of 
the  Connecticut  State  Grange.  To  this  union 
were  born  three  children,  two  of  whom  were 
called  away  in  their  early  childhood.  Samuel 
Herbert,  born  July  14,  1871,  died  March  5, 
1873;  Alfred  DeWitt,  born  February  1,  1873; 
and  Mary  Adeline,  born  March  22,  1876,  died 
January  23,  1877.  Mr.  Chalker  attends  the 
Congregational  Church. 

Alfred  DeWitt  Chalker  has  taken  up 
music  as  a profession,  and  is  a young  man  of 
much  promise.  He  teaches  both  vocal  and  in- 
strumental music,  and  is  proficient  in  the  tun- 
ing and  repairing  of  pianos  and  organs,  having 
been  thoroughly  instructed  in  that  work  while 
in  Hartford  and  Middletown.  He  has  beeni  or- 
ganist in  the  First  Congregational  Church  for 
the  past  six  years.  Of  a quick  and  inventive 
mind,  he  has  perfected  a pedal  attachment  to 
pianos  superior  to  any  now  in,  use. 

ENOCH  TRYON  BIRDSEY,  one  of  the  1 
substantial  and  highly  respected  citizens  and 
farmers  of  the  town  of  Middlefield,  Middle- 
sex county,  was  born  July  10,  1847,  a house 
W'hich  still  stands,  opposite  his  present  home.  1 
He  descends  from  a family  of  English  origin, 
which  has  been  prominent  in  that  part  of  Con-  - 
necticut  from  the  earliest  Colonial  days. 

The  Birdsey  family  history  has  been  traced 
to  Reading,  England,  to  a date  prior  to  1600, 
as  John  Birdsey  died  there  in  1649,  leaving  a 
family,  one  of  whom,  Deacon  John  Birdsey, 
the  lineal  ancestor  of  Enoch  Tryon  Birdsey, 
was  born  in  1616.  This  gentleman  came  to 
America  in  1636,  and  of  him  Thomas  Atkins,  ■ 
in  his  history  of  Long  Hill  and  Middlefield, 
published  in  1883,  remarks:  “John  Birdsey 

came  from  England  to  Stratford,  Fairfield  j 
county,  Conn.,  and  from  there  removed  to 
Middlefield.  He  was  an  early  settler,  but  not 
among  the  earliest.  He  purchased  a large 
quantity  of  wild  land.  One  tract  lay  in  the 
southwest  part  of  Miiddlefield,  and  the  other 
tract  in  the  north  or  northeast  part.  The 
greater  part  of  the  last  mentioned  tract  lay  in 
West-field  Society.  It  is  said  that  there  were 
500  acres  in  this  piece.  The  price  paid  for 
this  w'as  two  dollars  an  acre.  It  comprised 
a part  of  ‘Bald's  Falls’  hill.  The  land  that 
John  and  his  sons  settled  upon  was  the  tract 
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rst  named.  It  is  related  that  the  Birdseys 
ere  very  Godly  people.  The  Birdseys  were 
tall,  strong  race.  They  were  thrifty  and 
;ople  of  great  respectability.” 

Deacon  John  Birdsey,  the  emigrant,  mar- 
ed  for  his  first  wife  Philipe  Smith,  daughter 
f Rev.  Henry  Smith,  of  Wethersfield,  Conn. 
1 1639  he  removed  to  Milford  and  in  1641 
► Stratford  and  there  some  of  his  descendants 
ill  reside  and  bear  the  name  of  Birdsey.  To 
le  first  marriage  of  John  Birdsey  were  born 
vo  children  : John,  born  in  1641,  wiho  married 
hdbe  Wilcoxson;  and  Joanna,  born  in  1642. 
y his  second  marriage  to  Alice,  widow  of 
obert  Tomlinson,  which  took  place  about 
188,  there  were  no1  children  born.  His  death 
xurred  in  1690.  / ’ 

John  Birdsey,  of  Stratford,  son  of  Dea- 
on  John  and  Philipe  (Smith)  Birdsey,  was 
urn  in  Milford,  New  Hiaven  county,  in  1641. 
is  wife,  Phebe  (Wilcoxson),  whom  he  mar- 
ed  in  1669,  was  born  in  1651,  and  died  in 
743.  She  was  a daughter  of  William  Wil- 
>xson,  whose  will  was  probated  in  Fairfield, 
onn.  John  Birdsey  died  in  1697,  Having 
s widow  with  seven  children,  viz. : Hannah, 
>rn  in  1671,  who  was  the  wife  of  Isaac  Beach  ; 
<hry,  born  in  1675;  Sarah,  born  in  1678; 
bel,  'born  in  1679;  Joseph,  born  in  1681-82, 
ho  first  married  Sarah  Thompson,  and  later 
abitha  Walker;  Elizabeth,  born  in  1685;  and 
inah,  born  in  1688,  who  became  the  wife  of 
imuel  Norton. 

Abel  Birdsey,  the  fourth  of  the  above  fami- 
, was  born  November  30,  1679,  and  was  first 
arried  June  8,  1704,  to  Comfort  Wells, 
anddaughter  of  Gov.  Thomas  Wells.  To 
is  union  were  born  eight  children : Mhry, 

”05;  Elizabeth,  1706  (married  Benjamin 
irtis)  ; Joanna,  1708  ; Phebe,  1710;  John  and 
>mfort,  twins.  1712  (the  latter  married  John 
ells);  Eunice,  1715;  and  Samuel,  1716.  The 
cond  marriage  of  Abel  Birdsey  took  place 
1 7 1 7~ 1 8,  to  Mil's.  Mercy  Denton,  of  Hemp- 
'ad,  L.  I.,  and  to  them  came  four  children : 
illiam,  born  in  1720-21  ; Sarah,  1722;  Abel, 
24;  and  Thomas,  1727. 

John  Birdsey,  son  of  Abel,  born  Septem- 
r 26,  1712,  was  the  first  of  his  name  to  lo- 
te  in  Middletown,  where  lie  appears  on  the 
:ords  in  1734.  He  first  married  Widow 
annah  Smith,  of  Long  Island,  Nt  Y.,  who 
re  him  nine  children,  namely:  Benjamin, 

ptized  in  1734 1 Gershom,  born  November 


2if  1734 ; John,  baptized  in  1737;  David;  Abel;. 
Seth;  Sarah;  Eunice;  and  Mary.  John  Bird- 
sey's  second  wife  was  named  Sarah.  He  died 
in  i747- 

Gershom'  Birdsey,  second  in  the  family  of 
John,  married  Hannah  Bartlett  November  12, 
1771-72,  and  had  four  children,  viz.:  Eunice, 
born  in  1773;  Samuel,  1775;  Gershom,  1776; 
and  Charity,  1779.  The  father  died  Novem- 
ber 17,  1789,  and  his  estate  was  administered 
according  to  the  English  law ; consequently 
Samuel,  the  eldest,  drew  a double  share  (which 
at  the  best  was  but  a small  inheritance).  It 
is  said  that  this  was  the  last  property  so  settled 
or  administered  under  that  law  in  Connecticut. 

] Samfuel  Birdsey,  son  of  Gershom,  and 
grandfather  of  Enoch  T.  Birdsey,  was  born 
in  Middlefield  where  he  passed  his  earlier 
years.  He  moved  thence  to  Meriden,  then  to 
Durham,  and  then  to  Middlefield,  where  he 
went  into  debt  for  a part  of  the  farm  now  oc- 
cupied 'by  his  grandson,  Enoch  T.  He  was  a 
practical  farmer;  For  a time  he  lived  in  the 
house  opposite  Enoch's  present  home,  then  in 
a house  directly  east  thereof — both  of  which 
are  now  owned  by  Enoch  T.  He  paid  off  all 
obligations,  and  died  a well-to-do  man,  August 
7,  1850.  He  had  married  Betsey  Crowell, 
of  Long  Hill,  who'  was  born  in  1774,  and 
died  Mlarch  4,  1862.  The  remains  of  both 
were  interred  in  Middlefield.  To  the  marriage 
of  Samuel  and  Betsey  Birdsey  were  born  nine 
children,  namely : Ann,  who  was  married  to 

William  A.  Rockwell  and  died  in  Middlefield; 
Hiram,  who  married  Mhry  Robinson,  moved 
to  North  Carolina,  and  died  at  Clinton.  Samp- 
son county,  August  16,  1861,  when  fifty-nine 
years  old;  Samuel,  Jr.,  who  died  in  Lisbon, 
N.  C.,  December  6,  1829,  aged  twenty-five 
years ; Daniel  H/ubbard,  of  whom  further  men- 
tion will  be  made;  Delia  S.,  who  was  married 
to  Charles  Huhbard,  a wealthy  farnVer  in  Mid- 
dlefield, where  both  died;  Phebe,  deceased,  who 
whs  married  to  George  \Y.  Bacon,  whose 
sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere;  Betsey,  who 
was  the  wife  of  Benjamin  \V.  Coe,  and  died 
in  Middlefield ; Henry,  who  died  a young  man; 
and  Alvin,  who  first  married  Lucretia  Crowell, 
and  second  Lucretia  Bidwell,  was  a farmer  in 
the  town  of  Middlefield  and  died  March  21. 
1874,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years,  three 
months. 

1 Daniel  1 Cublxtrd  Birdsey,  fourth  in  the 
family  of  Samuel,  was  born  February  17,. 
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1807,  in  Middlefield,  in  a house,  long  since  de- 
molished, that  stood  near  the  present  residence 
of  Deacon  Henry  Camp,  which  stands  about 
half  way  between  the  post  office  and  the  Mid- 
dlefield Center  depot.  When  young  he  went 
to  Meriden  and  to'  Durham  with  his  parents, 
and  at  the  latter  place  attended  the  South  Dis- 
trict school,  and  this  was  his  only  opportunity 
for  education.  He  assisted  his  father  on  the 
home  farm  until  twenty-one  years  old,  and  as 
a recompense  for  his  services  was  presented 
with  a pair  of  boots.  He  then  hired  him- 
self as  a peddler  to  his  brother  Hiram  and 
Isaac  Rbberts,  in  1826  went  South,  and  for 
two  years  worked  at  a salary  of  $12  per  month, 
from  which  he  had  to  pay  his  board  bill.  He 
traveled  with  a wagon,  peddling  Yankee  no- 
tions, clocks,  cloths,  woolens,  etc.  At  the 
close  of  the  two  years  he  started  in  business 
for  himself,  in  1828  opening  a store  in  Kenans- 
ville,  N.  C.,  which  he  conducted  quite  suc- 
cessfully for  ten  years.  He  then  sold  out,  camie 
to  Middlefield,  Conn.,  and  in  1838  purchased 
a part  of  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son, 
Enoch  T.,  from  his  brother  Hiram,  the  tract 
tlnen  comprising  200  acres,  some  of  which  he 
afterward  disposed  of.  He  carried  on  general 
farming  and  raised  some  first-class  stock, 
planted  many1  orchajrds  and  experimented 
largely  in  grafting  and  grew  fruit  extensively. 
He  was  very  energetic,  and  although  he  went 
into  debt  to  some  extent  for  his  farm  liqui- 
dated his  obligation.  At  his  death  his  pos- 
sessions were  extensive.  He  was  a man  of 
more  than  ordinarily  sound  judgment,  and  of 
undoubted  integrity,  and  his  advice  was  fre- 
quently sought  by  his  neighbors  in  business 
transactions.  He  likewise  aided  his  neighbors 
in  the  settlement  of  numerous  estates,  and  was 
very  accurate  and  prompt  in  all  his  transac- 
tions. 

In  politics  Mir.  Birdsey  was  a Republican, 
and  in  1880  represented  Mliddlefield  in  the 
State  Legislature.  He  also  served  as  select- 
man a number  of  times,  was  assessor  for  many 
years,  and  was  clerk  of  the  district  school 
committee  from  1845  until  1869. 

Daniel  H.  Birdsey  married,  May  29,  1844, 
Miss  Sophia  Tryon,  who  was  born  October 
4,  1813,  in  South  Farms,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Enoch  and  Sarah  (Crowell)  Tryon.  This 
union  was  graced  with,  five  children,  viz. : So- 
phia, born  April  25.  1845,  died  February  2, 
18S4,  unmarried'.  Enoch  T.  is  the  gentleman 


whose  name  opens  this  sketch.  Albert  C.,  bor 
November  24,  1849,  died  June  14,  1850.  Alic : 
A.,  born  October  3,  1851,  is  living  in  Middle  :, 
field,  unmarried.  Bessie  C.,  born  M'arch  ]] 
1857,  is  the  wife  of  Vine  B.  Starr,  of  Eas; 
Hampton.  After  several  years  of  declining  f 
health  Daniel  H.  Birdsey  died  Mlay  19,  j 892 
honored  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  was  fob 
lowed  to  the  grave  by  his  wife  on  Ofctobe : 
6,  1896. 

/ Enoch  Tryon  Birdsey,  of  the  eighth  gener!; 
ation  of  the  Birdsey  family  in  America,  at 
tended  the  East  District  school  of  the  town  0 
Middlefield,  for  two  years  was  a pupil  at  the 
Durham  Academy,  under  Henry  Jewett,  anc 
later  studied  at  the  Eastman  Business  College 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  for  one  year,  graduating 
in  1866.  On  his  return  to'  the  home  farm  he 
assisted  his  father  until  1868,  when  he  enterec 
the  employ  of  a book  concern  in  Minnesota,  1 
whither  he  went  for  a short  time  to  see  the 
country.  He  then  returned  home  and  again 
assisted  his  father,  and  when  the  latter  be- 
came too  old  for  active  work  assumed  the 
management  of  the  place  which  consists  of  200 
acres  near  the  Middlefield  and  Middletown 
line,  in  the  East  school  district  of  Middlefield 
town;  he  owns  the  largest  and  best  apple  or-1 
chard  in  Middlefield,  and  in  1899  grew  about  1 
2,000  bushels  of  the  fruit.  His  present  resi- 
dence there  lie  built  in  1875.  It  is  pleasantly 
situated  overlooking  the  Middletown  reservoir. 
Mr.  Birdsey  and  his  family  take  great  pleas- 
ure in  entertaining  their  friends,  and  strangers, 
also,  who1  pass  their  way,  do  not  lack  for  hos- 
pitality. 

Enoch  T.  Birdsey  was  married,  in  Middle- 
field,  October  6,  1875,  to'  Miss  Jennie  M.  Gray, 
who  was' born  July  18,  1856,  in  Hamilton,  On- 
tario, daughter  of  Peter  and  M/artha  (Magee) 
Gray,  the  former  of  whom  is  a native  of  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland,  came  to-  America  in  1831,  f 
and  is  now  residing  in  Middlefield,  Conn., 
where  his  wife  died  in  1877.  The  marriage 
of  Enoch  T.  and  Jennie  ML  (Gray)  Birdsey 
has  been  blessed  with  four  children : Annie 

G.,  born  August  4,  1876,  who  was  graduated 
from  the  Wesleyan  University  in  the  class  of 
1900,  and  married  William  R.  Steele,  of  Hart- 
ford, October  9,  1901 ; Edith  Ml.,  born  May 
2,  1880;  Bertha  T.,  August  1,  1883;  and  Dan- 
iel Howard  July  8,  1892. 

Mr.  Birdsey  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  to  the  support 
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which  he  is  a irtost  liberal  contributor.  In 
ditics  he  is  a stalwart  Republican,  was  for 
any  years  assessor  of  his  town,  and  also  filled 
veral  other  minor  offices.  He  takes  great  in- 
rest in  agricultural  affairs,  and  is  a member 
Mattabessett  Grange,  in  which  his  indu- 
ce has  always  been  strongly  felt. 

ALBERT  E.  PURPLE,  an  influential  citi- 
n of  Moodus,  Middlesex  county,  was  born 
me  22,  1843,  in  that  place,  where  he  has  long 
rved  as  probate  judge,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
anufacture  of  twine  on  an  extensive  scale. 
Edward  Purple,  great-grandfather  of  the 
•Eject  of  this  notice,  was  a Revolutionary 
ldier,  born  in  1736,  and  died  in  1794-  Elis 
ildren  were:  Samuel,  Ruth,  Deborah,  Stat- 
.1  and  Ann. 

1 Samuel  Purple,  born  in  1784,  died  in  i860, 
Moodus.  He  was  a miller  by  trade.  He 
arried  Lydia  Staples,  of  Colchester,  Conn., 

; d they  were  the  parents  of  Edward  H.,  Eli- 
b B.,  William  L.,  David  S.,  Lucinda  and 
annah. 

Elijah  B.  Purple  was  born  in  February, 
14,  in  the  town  of  Chatham,  and  came  to 
1st  Haddam  in  childhood  with  his  parents, 

1 10  were  poor  but  worthy  people.  There  he 
j ew  to  manhood,  becoming  early  accustomed 
1 labor  for  his  own  maintenance.  He  was  a 
i ndy  and  industrious  lad,  and  early  found 
< iployment  with  Stanton  S.  Card,  in  the  twine 
dory.  He  strove  to  master  the  details  of 
D business,  and  rose  from  a humble  position, 
i which  he  earned  five  shillings  per  day,  to 
t it  of  proprietor.  In  1844  he  purchased  an 
i erest  in  the  Union  Manufacturing  Company, 

1 inufacturers  of  duck,  in  which  he  had  been 
(ployed;  and  continued  in  that  line  of 
1 mufacture  until  1855,  after  which  he 
' s in  the  Atlantic  Duck  Mfill  until  his 
( ith,  December  8,  1858.  The  Union  Man- 
1 icturing  Company  was  originally  estab- 
1 led  in  1829.  Mr.  Purple  married  Alice  A. 
f alker,  who  was  born  in  1816,  daughter  of 
J m and  Harriet  (Foster)  Chalker,  and  died 
I >ruary  16,  1866.  Mr.  Purple  was  always  an 
a lent  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
1 tic  party,  but  neither  sought  nor  accepted 

I itical  preferment. 

Albert  E.  Purple  attended  the  public  schools 

II  bis  day,  but  he  was  ambitious  and  energetic, 
a I could  not  brook  the  confinement  of  the 


old-fashioned  school  room,  'being  anxious  to 
begin  a commercial  career.  His  father  desired 
him  to  continue  in  school,  but  he  determined 
to  enter  upon  active  life.  His  native  intelli- 
gence, aided  by  contact  with  the  world,  has 
made  him  a well-read  and  capable  citizen,  and 
his  influence  upon  the  affairs  of  his  native  com- 
munity has  made  for  progress  in  all  worthy 
lines.  Soon  after  attaining  his  majority  he 
was  prepared  to  become  a proprietor,  and  in 
1863  he  formed  a partnership  with  his  uncle, 
D.  S.  Purple,  in  a mercantile  business  which 
has  been  continued  successfully  to  the  present 
time.  The  senior  partner  died  February  13, 
1892,  and  A.  J.  Silliman  became  his  successor, 
the  firm  being  now  known  as  Purple  & Silli- 
man. 

In  1865  Mr.  Purple  associated  himself  with 
Stanton  S.  Card,  in  the  manufacture  of  twine, 
and  one  year  later  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
plant,  in  1868  purchasing  the  entire  business, 
which  he  has  ever  since  continued  to  operate. 
His  energetic  and  reliable  business  methods  in- 
sured success  from  the  Start,  and  has  been  at- 
tested also  by  his  ability  in  the  purchase  and  op- 
eration of  other  factories.  In  1878  he  purchased 
the  “East  Mill'’  of  the  New  York  Net  & Twine 
Company,  and  twenty  years  later  became  the 
owner  of  the  Atlantic  Duck  Mill,  which  was 
built  in  1855,  and  of  which  his  father  was  one 
of  the  original  proprietors.  These  mills  are 
located  along  the  Moodus  river,  and  give  em- 
ployment to  seventy-five  people. 

In  December,  1864,  Mr.  Purple  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Electa  S.  Williams,  daughter  of 
William  PI.  and  Pleides  (Hay)  Williams,  of 
Essex,  Conn.  The  two  children  born  of  this 
union  passed  away  in  infancy. 

Since  he  cast  his  first  vote  Mr.  Purple  has 
been  a stanch  adherent  to  Republican  princi- 
ples. He  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in 
political  matters,  has  represented  the  town  of 
East  Haddam  in  the  State  Legislature,  and 
in  1901  was  unanimously  elected  delegate  to 
the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1902.  He 
was  elected  judge  of  probate  in  1894,  and  has 
since  administered  the  responsible  duties  ot 
that  |xisition.  Tie  is  a director  in  the  Moodus 
Savings  Bank  and  the  National  Bank  of  New 
England,  at  Goodspeeds;  and  is  vice-president 
of  the  East  Haddam  Public  Library  Associa- 
tion. Tic  attends  the  Methodist  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a trustee.  Among  the  most  active 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1 76 


in  the  development  and  progress  of  Moodus, 
Mr.  Purple’s  widespread  popularity  and  the 
high  esteem*  in  which  he  has  been  held  for 
so1  many  years  are  the  just  reward  of  his  years 
of  active  industry  and  many  excellent  qualities 
of  head  and  heart. 

JAMES  KNOX  GUY,  president  of  the 
Middlesex  County  National  Bank,  of  Middle- 
town  and  member  of  the  firm  of  Bacon  & 
Guy,  fire  insurance  brokers,  in  that  city,  is  a 
native  of.  Middletown,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn., 
born  March  3,  1849.  i 

Nicholas  Guy,  the  first  of  the  family  in 
this  country,  and  who*  settled  in  Watertown, 
Mass.,  came  to  America  in  1638,  at  the  age  of 
fifty  years,  in  the  “Confidence,”  of  London, 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  Jane,  then  aged  thir- 
ty years,  their  daughter,  Mary,  and  two*  serv- 
ants, from  Upton,  Hampshire,  embarking  at 
Southampton.  He  was  made  a freeman  May 
22,  1639.  His  children  were  Joseph,  Benja- 
min, Jonathan,  Simon,  Hannah,  Rbbecca,  Sa- 
rah, Miary  and  Dorothy.  [From  Savage’s  Ge- 
nealogical Dictionary,  j The  Guy  family  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Meriden,  Conn. 
Dr.  Orchard  Guy,  of  Branford,  Conn.,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  died  in  Bran- 
ford, leaving  a widow  and  four  children,  three 
sons  and  one  daughter.  The  widow  removed 
to  Wallingford  (now  Mleriden).  Orchard 
Guy,  son  of  Dr.  Orchard,  and  the  grandfather 
of  James  K.,  married  Lois  Hall,  and  they  had 
a family  of  three  children : Joel  H.,  George 

W.  and  Esther  G.  They  lived  about  two 
miles  east  of  Meriden  Center.  ; 

According  to*  the  “Hall  Genealogy”  and 
“History  of  Meriden,”  Lois  Hall  was  born  in 
February,  1789,  daughter  of  Giles  and  Thank- 
ful (Merriman)  Hall,  and  was  of  the  sixth 
generation  from  John  Hall,  the  emigrant  and 
first  ancestor  o*f  the  family  in  America.  (I) 
John  Hall,  the  emigrant,  appeared  first  at  Bos- 
ton, was  afterward  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and 
still  later  at  Wallingford,  being  at  the  latter 
place  after  its  first  settlement,  in  1669-70.  (II) 
Samuel  Hall,  son  of  John,  the  emigrant.  (Ill) 
John  Hall  (2),  son  of  Samuel.  (IV)  John 
Hall  (3.),  son  of  John  (2).  (V)  Giles  Hall, 
son  of  John  (3),  born  February  18,  1833,  mar- 
ried (first?*)  in  1753  Martha  Robinson,  and 
(second)  Thankful  Merriman,  of  Wallingford, 
who  died  July  14,  1796.  He  passed  away 
March  17,  1789.  His  children  were:  Lucy, 


David,  Martha  R.,  Mary  S.,  John,  Hannah, 
Elizabeth,  Giles,  and  Lois  (grandmother  of 
James  K.  Guy). 

Joel  HI.  Guy,  elder  son  of  Orchard  and  j 
Lois  (Hall)  Guy,  was  born  in  Meriden  in 
1804.  He  taught  school  from  18*24  to  1834, 
then  until  1839  was  salesman  for  Meriden  ' 
manufacturers.  In  1840  he  and  his  brother 
bought  a store  in  Middletown,  and  the  same 
year  built  a store  in  Meriden,  and  they  carried 
on  a grocery  business  under  the  firm  name  of  1 
J.  H.  Guy  & Co.  until  1846,  after  which  Joel 
H.  Guy  conducted  the  store  alone  until  1850. 
After  the  year  1844  he  was  postmaster  at  Mieri-  1 
den  for  some  twelve  years,  and  he  was  also 
prominent  in  banking  business;  he  was  the 
founder  of  the  First  National  Bank,  in  1863, 
was  its  first  president,  and  continued  to  hold 
that  position  until  his  death.  In  18*74  he  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  City  Savings  Bank  1 
of  Meriden,  and  was  its  president  until  his- 
death.  He  served  as  administrator  and  trustee  I 
of  many  estates.  For  many  years  (twenty  or 
more)  he  was  engaged  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness. He  served  as  town  treasurer  of  Meriden 
for  a number  of  years,  and  represented  that 
district  in  the  State  Senate.  Mr.  Guy  was  a 
very  successful  man,  and  his  standing  in  busi- 
ness and  financial  circles  was  of  the  highest. 
His  only  child  was  a daughter,  Sarah. 

Esther  G.  Guy,  daughter  of  Orchard 'and 
Lois  (Hall)  Guy,  married  Melvin  C.  Lee,  and 
resided  for  years  in  Meriden;  she  left  three 
daughters.  ! 

George  W.  Guy,  youngest  son  of  Orchard 
and  Lo-is  (Hall)  Guy,  was  born  in  M'eriden,. 
Conn.,  in  1813,  and  received  such  education 
as  the  country  schools  of  his  day  afforded. 
When  a young  man  he  engaged  in  peddling,, 
in  that  line  making  a*  start  in  life,  and  then  em- 
barked in  the  grocery  business  in  M'eriden  in 
a small  way.  During  the  latter  thirties,  along 
with  his  brother,  Joel  H.,  he  established  the 
firm  of  J.  H.  & G.  W.  Guy,  proprietors  of  a 
general  store  in  South  Farms,  Middlesex 
county.  After  a few  years  J.  H.  Guy  removed, 
to  Mleriden,  George  W.  becoming  sole  pro- 
prietor of  the  original  business,  and  continu- 
ing alone  (with  the  exception  of  a short  time 
he  was  with  Mir.  Burnham)  up  to*  about  the  . 
close  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  sold  out  and 
lived  practically  retired.  In  1857  he  built  a j 
home  where  he  afterward  lived,  and  which  is; 
now  the  residence  of  his  son,  James  K. 
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, George  W.  Guy  was  twice  married,  first 
time,  at  South  Farms,  Conn.,  to  Elizabeth  T. 
Burr,  of  Hacldam,  Conn. ; one  child  that  died 
in  infancy  was  born  to  this  union.  On  Novem- 
ber 20,  1844,  Mir.  Guy  married  Miss  Nancy 
S.  Brainard,  who  was  born  at  Haddam,  Conn., 
February  26,  1817,  daughter  of  Capt.  Daniel 
and  Fannie  (Smith)  Brainard,  and  two  chil- 
Iren  were  born  to  them:  (1)  James  Knox  is 

;he  subject  proper  of  these  lines.  (2)  Fran- 
;es  E.  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  George  H.  Hardy, 
>f  Ashburnham,  Mass.,  a minister  of  the  Mieth- 
)dist  Church ; they  have  four  children.  George 
vV.  Guy  died  January  13,  1882,  after  one 
veek’s  illness,  his  wife,  Nancy  S.,  passing 
nvay  in  May,  1890,  and  both  are  buried  in 
7arm  Hill  cemetery. 

, Mr.  Guy  regularly  attended  the  services  of 
he  North  Congregational  Church,  and  though 
not  a member  contributed  liberally  to  its  sup- 
port. Politically  he  was  a stanch  Democrat, 
nd  a great  admirer  of  James  K.  Polk.  A 
ighly  prominent  man  in  his  day,  and  im- 
mensely popular,  he  held  every  office  in  the 
1 ift  of  the  people  of  his  town  except  that 
f assessor.  In  1856  and  1870  he  served  in 
ie  State  Legislature ; he  was  a director  of 
le  Middlesex  County  National  Bank,  and  at 
is  death  his  son,  James  K.,  succeeded  him  in 
lat  incumbency.  For  years  he  served  on  the 
>ard  of  school  visitors,  ever  taking  a keen 
iterest  in  educational  affairs,  and  all  his  pub- 
c duties  he  discharged  with  credit  to  himself 
id  tO'  the  satisfaction  of  the  people. 

James  K.  Guy,  whose  name  introduces  this 
•view,  received  a liberal  education,  in  part 
the  public  schools  of  what  was  known  as 
(’fillers  Farms  District,  Miss  Ellen  Rockwell 
fing  among  his  first  teachers.  Idle  then  at- 
ndcd  the  noted  school  of  D.  H.  Chase,  in  Mid- 
etown ; then  attended  West  Haven  Institute 
r one  year;  then  Williston  Seminary,  at  East 
anvpton,  Mass.,  for  two  years,  and  Wilbra- 
ni  College,  also  two  years;  finally  attending 
e l nited  States  College  of  Business  and  Fi- 
nce,  in  New  Haven. 

At  Middletown  Mr.  Guy,  on  January  24, 
bQ.  commenced  business  life  as  bookkeeper 
r the  Hubbard  Hardware  Company,  nianu- 
turers  of  edge  tools  and  carpenters  rules, 

1 Warwick  street,  and  filled  that  position 
ne  five  years.  In  1874  he  was  elected  to  the 
gis lat ure  from  Middletown  by  a plurality  of 
\ 4 votes,  the  largest  plurality  given  any  can- 

in  1 J J 


didate  for  that  office  up  to  that  time,  while  it 
may  be  added  he  was  the  youngest  man  that 
had  ever  represented  the  town  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. During  his  term  he  served  on  the  com- 
mittee on  Incorporations,  and  was  clerk  of  the 
same.  In  1875,  without  solicitation  or  effort 
on  his  part,  he  was  made  messenger  in  the 
State  Senate.  In  1876  he  went  to  M'eriden, 
where  in  the  office  of  his  uncle,  Joel  H.  Guy, 
he  took  up  the  insurance  business,  and  in  that 
office  received  the  training  that  has  placed  him 
second  to  none  in  local  fire  insurance  circles 
in  Connecticut.  In  1878  Mr.  Guy  removed  to 
Middletown,  and  in  April,  1879,  formed  a 
partnership  with  Wallace  K.  Bacon,  in  the 
insurance  and  shoe  business,  at  what  is  now 
No.  282  Mlain  street.  At  that  time  the  insurance 
companies  represented  in  Middletown  by  this 
firm  were  the  “Williamsburg  City”  and  the 
“Agricultural,”  but  with  the  push  and  energy 
of  these  two  young  men  the  business  grew  so 
rapidly  that  in  a short  time  the  shoe  interests 
were  disposed  of  and  the  attention  of  the  firm 
became  devoted  exclusively  to^  fire  insurance. 
The  business  grew  rapidly,  the  best  and  strong- 
est companies  being  represented,  until  at  the 
present  writing  the  firm’s  business  as  insurance 
brokers  is  by  far  the  largest  in  the  town,  their 
list  of  agencies  presenting  a formidable  array,, 
comprising  as  it  does  the  leading  companies  of 
the  world.  They  include  the  four  largest 
American  companies — the  .(Etna,  Home,  Con- 
tinental and  German- American — whose  com- 
1 bmed  actual  cash  assets  are  over  fifty  million 
[ dollars,  with  a net  surplus  of  twenty-three  mill- 
ion dollars. 

In  January,  1882,  Mr.  Guy  was  elected  a 
director  of  the  Middlesex  County  National 
Bank,  succeeding  his  father  as  already  related, 
and  in  1892  was  elected  to  the  presidency  of 
that  institution.  His  relations  with  the  busi- 
ness and  financial  interests  of  Middletown  are 
■and  have  been  extensive,  lie  was  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  the  Middletown  Street  Rail- 
way Company,  and  has  been  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  same  since  its  organization;  is  a 
director  of  the  Middlesex  Mutual  Vssurance 
Company;  a director  of  the  Simpson.  Mall  & 
Miller  Company,  of  Wallingford.  Conn.:  a di- 
rector and  vice-president  of  the  Farmers  & Me- 
chanics Savings  Bank  of  Middletown,  and  a 
director  in  the  II.  B.  Porter  & Son  Lumber 
Company,  of  Norwich.  Conn.  Politically  Mr. 
Guy  was  for  a considerable  time  one  of  the 
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leading  Democrats  of  the  town,  for  several 
years  a member  of  the  State  Central  Commit- 
tee, and  for  ten  or  twelve  years  was  registrar  of 
voters.  Of  recent  years,  however,  he  has  not 
been  bound  to  the  Democratic  party,  the  finan- 
cial question  causing  him  to  support  other  doc- 
trines. For  several  years  he  has  served  on 
the  board  of  school  visitors,  and  is  the  pres- 
ent chairman  of  that  'board,  taking  much  in- 
terest in  educational  matters.  He  has  served 
for  over  twenty  years  as  clerk  and  treasurer 
of  the  Millers  Farms  school  district.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Middlesex  County  Historical 
■Society  and  of  the  Connecticut  Association  of 
Local  Fire  Insurance  Agents. 

, On  September  24,  1871,  James  K.  Guy  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  Wayland,  Mass.,  with 
Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Cooper,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 24,  1848,  in  that  city,  daughter  of 
John  and  Almira  (Loker)  Cooper,  members  of 
one  of  the  best  families  in  Wayland,  and  whose 
ancestors  assisted  in  founding  the  town  of  Sud- 
bury, Mass.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guy  were  born 
■children  as  follows : ( 1 ) George  W.  died 

young.  (2)  James  H.,  born  May  5,  1874, 
is  at  present  a bookkeeper  in  the  banking  house 
■of  DeCoppett  & Doremus,  of  New  York.  (3) 
Alice  Baker  is  a graduate  of  Vassar,  class  of 
1898 ; she  is  a member  of  Vassar  College  Chap- 
ter D.  A.  R.,  and  also'  of  the  University  Club 
of  New!  York.  (4)  Clarence  Brainard  was 
born  October  29,  1881.  (5)  Harold  Seymour 

was  born  December  12,  1887.  Mrs.  Guy  and 
her  daughter  are  members  of  the  North  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Middletown.  The  old 
liomestead  at  South  Farms,  originally  owned 
by  Mr.  Guy’s  father,  has  been  considerably 
remodeled  and  improved,  and  is  one  of  the 
.most  pleasant  homes  in  that  suburb.  Our 
subject  has  seen  much  of  the  United  States, 
having  traveled  extensively — “from  coast  to 
coast’’ — and  for  several  years  has  passed  his 
winters  in  Florida.  He  is  considered  one  of 
the  ablest  financiers  in  Middletown,  and  his 
judgment  in  business  matters  is  often  sought 
and  highly  valued. 

.WILLIAM  HUBBARD  ATKINS  (de- 
ceased) in  his  day  was  one  of  the  highly  re- 
spected business  men  of  Middletowin.  He  was 
descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
the  town,  more  complete  mention  of  same  being 
found  elsewhere. 

William  Hubbard  Atkins  was  born  January 


11,  1801,  in  West  Long  Hill  District,  of  Mid 
dletown,  a son  of  Ithamar  and  Anna  (Hub- 
bard) Atkins.  He  was  brought  up  to  farm 
work,  and  his  education  was  received  in  the 
district  schools.  When  a young  man  he  came  tc 
Middletown  and  for  a time  worked  at  painting 
with  his  brother  Henry.  Later  he  engaged  ir 
the  hardware  business  at  what  is  now  No.  222 
Main  street,  and  continued  in  that  busines: 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  For  many  years  hi: 
was  the  only  hardware  store  in  the  place.  Hi: 
death,  which  was  due  to  paralysis,  occurrec 
January  1,  1865,  and  was  preceded  by  a perioc 
of  several  years  of  poor  health.  In  his  early 
life  he  was  a Whig,  and  at  the  time  of  his  deatl 
a stanch  Republican.  He  held  a few  of  th< 
minor  offices  in  the  town  when  a young  man 
but  later  in  life  his  ill  health  prevented  hin 
from  taking  any  active  interest  in  politica 
matters.  He  was  a strong  anti-slavery  man 
and  during  the  days  of  the  Civil  war  he  wa 
intensely  interested  in  the  successes  of  the  Fed 
eral  army.  While  on  what  later  proved  to  b 
his  death  bed,  he  manifested  great  pleasur 
upon  the  receipt  of  favorable  news  from  tb 
South,  and  extreme  sorrow  when  news  of  re 
verses  came.  He  was  ever  a strong  temiperanc 
advocate,  and  devoted  time  and  means  for  th  1 
furtherance  of  the  cause,  and  was  an  activ 
and  enthusiastic  member  of  the  order  of  th 
Sons  of  Temperance,  when  that  order  was  ii 
existence,  and  at  his  home  he  entertained  man 
speakers,  etc.,  when  they  visited  the  towr 
Uniting  with  the  Methodist  Church  in  earl 
manhood,  he  was  ever  an  active  and  intereste 
worker  in  that  denomination.  In  all  his  wor  ( 
he  was  successful,  in  his  dealings  he  was  strict: 
ly  honest,  and  he  was  kind  and  liberal  to  th 
poor,  leaving  to  posterity  a good  name.  H 
was  a man  esteemed  and  respected  by  all,  an 
was  a kind  and  loving  parent. 

In  April,  1830,  Mr.  Atkins  was  married  tj 
Eliza  Powers.  They  were  married  in  Hart 
ford,  in  which  place  her  parents  were  then  n 
siding.  Mrs.  Atkins-  was  born  in  May,  180I 
in  Middletown,  a daughter  of  Josiah  and  Ann 
(Gilbert)  Powers,  and  granddaughter  of  Ec 
ward  Powers,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  who  i 
buried  in  Mortimer  cemetery  in  Middletown 
Anna  Gilbert  was  a sister  of  Joseph  Gilberi 
who  was  a prominent  citizen  of  Hartford,  f 
deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church  there,  and  wij 
State  treasurer  in  1845,  1846,  1848  and  184 
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a total  of  four  years.  Mrs.  Atkins  survived  her 
husband  only  three  weeks,  dying-  January  25, 
1865.  They  are  buried  in  Indian  Hill  cemetery. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atkins  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children  : ( 1 ) Mary  E.  attended  the  com- 

mon schools,  Middletown  High  School,  a select 
school  taught  by  Miss  Mary  Woodward,  and 
a select  school  taught  by  Rev.  Josiah  Brewer, 
the  father  of  Justice  David  G.  Brewer,  of  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court.  She  resides  in 
College  street  in  Middletown.  (2)  Horace  at- 
ended  the  common  schools,  Middletown  High 
School  and  the  famous  school  taught  by  Daniel 
R.  Chase.  He  was  manager  of  the  hardware 
store  of  his  father,  and  after  the  latter’s  death 
le  succeeded  him  to  the  business  which  he  con- 
lucted  for  several  years,  or  until  his  death, 
April  28,  1872,  in  the  thirty-fifth  year,  of  his 
ige.  He  was  a sufferer  from  poor  health,  and 
le  spent  considerable  time  in  travel,  visiting 
oreign  climes.  'Popular  with  his  classes,  his 
nany  friends  were  drawn  to  him  'by  his  sunny 
Imposition  and  the  courageous,  uncomplain- 
ng  way  he  bore  his  sufferings.  His  efforts  in 
msiness  were  rewarded  by  a competence  and 
n ample  estate.  In  politics  a Republican,  he 
erved  on  the  common  council  of  Middletown. 
3)  Augusta  is  the  wife  of  George  A.  Coles, 
resident  of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank, 
lention  of  whom  is  made  elsewhere.  (4) 
;eorge  died  in  infancy.  (5)  Charles  S.  attend- 
d the  High  School  and  the  Daniel  H.  Chase 
■chool.  He  married  at  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  and 
ad  three  children,  two  of  whom,  Helen  and 
forace,  are  now  living. 


JOSEPH  H.  LEET,  one  of  the  prosperous 
nd  substantial  citizens  of  Chester,  Middlesex 
minty,  is  a descendant  in  the  eighth  genera- 
on  from  Gov.  William  Leete,  who  was  born 
1 1612  in  Dodington,  Huntingdonshire,  Eng- 
nd,  a son  of  John  Leete,  of  Dodington,  and 
as  bred  to  the  law.  He  served  for  a con- 
derable  time  as  clerk  in  the  Bishops’  Court, 
( ambridge,  where,  observing  the  oppressions 
id  cruelties  then  practiced  on  the  conscientious 
1 id  virtuous  Puritans,  he  was  led  to  examine 
leir  dogmas  and  practices,  and  eventually 
xame  a Puritan  himself,  giving  up  his  office. 
1 company  with  Rev.  William  Whitfield  lie 
me  to  America,  and  was  one  of  the  signers 
the  Plantation  Covenant,  on  shipboard,  June 
1639,  arriving  at  New  Haven  about  July 


10th.  When  they  had  agreed  upon  Guilford 
as  a place  to  settle  Leete  was  one  of  the  six 
selected  to  purchase  the  land  of  the  native  In-  * 
dians,  in  trust,  for  the  Plantation,  until  their 
organization,  and  was  later  called  upon  to  fill 
many  public  offices.  He  was  one  of  four  in- 
trusted with  the  whole  civil  power  of  the  Plan- 
tation, without  limitation,  until  a church  was 
formed,  in  1643,  and  when  it  was  formed  he 
was  selected  as  one  of  seven  pillars  “for  the 
foundation  work.”  Air.  Leete  was  deputy  to 
the  General  Court,  from  Guilford,  from  1643 
to  1650,  and  from  1651  to  1658  was  the  magis- 
trate of  the  town.  In  1658  he  was  chosen  dep- 
uty governor  of  the  colony,  and  continued  in 
that  office  until  1661,  when  he  was  elected  gov- 
ernor, which  office  he  held  until  the  union  with 
Connecticut,  in  1664.  After  this  union  he  was 
assistant  until  1669,  when  he  was  elected  dep- 
uty governor  of  the  Connecticut  Colony,  hold- 
ing that  office  until  1676,  when  he  was  chosen 
governor,  which  position  he  retained  contin- 
uously until  his  death,  in  1683.  The  first  mar- 
riage of  this  illustrious  man  took  place  in  Eng- 
land, about  1638,  to  Ann  Payne,  who  became 
the  mother  of  all  his  children : John,  Andrew, 
William,  Abigail,  Caleb,  Gratiana,  Peregrine, 
Joshua  and  Anna.  Our  subject’s  line  is  through 
John,  John  (2),  Gideon,  Allen,  Edward  A.  and 
John  C. 

John  Leete,  son  of  Gov.  William,  was  bom 
in  1639,  and  married  Mary  Chittenden  in  1670. 
He  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  white  child 
born  in  Guilford.  His  death  occurred  in  1692. 
His  children  were  Ann,  John,  Joshua,  Sarah. 
Peletiah,  Mehitable,  Benjamin  and  Daniel. 

John  Leete  (2),  son  of  John,  born  in  1674, 
married  Sarah  Allen,  who  died  in  1712,  and 
his  second  marriage  was  to  Mehitable  Allis. 
His  children  were  John,  Mary,  Gideon  and 
Sarah,  by  the  first  marriage,  and  Reuben  by 
the  second.  John  Leete  died  in  T730. 

Gideon  Leete,  son  of  John  (2),  born  in 
170^,  married  Abigail  (Penficld)  Rossiter, 
widow  of  Timothy  Rossiter,  in  1727.  After 
her  death  he  married  Catherine  Strong,  widow 
of  Bryan  Rossiter.  lie  moved  to  Chester,  in 
the  town  of  Savbrook,  and  he  died  in  tyf'i- 
His  children  were  Allen  and  Gideon. 

Allen  Leete.  son  of  Gideon,  was  liorn  in 
1728,  and  married  Abigail  Kelsey.  He  died  in 
1 783,  being  drowned  in  the  Connecticut  river, 
while  attempting  to  cross  on  the  ice. 
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Edward  A.  Leete,  the  grandfather  of  Jo- 
seph H.,  was  boro  in  Chester,  Conn.,  in  1761, 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  for  many 
years  was  extensively  engaged  in  agricultural 
operations.  The  later  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  in  Deep  River,  and  he  passed  away  in 
1841.  In  1793  he  married  Amy  Morgan, 
daughter  of  John  and  Eunice  (Casey)  Mor- 
gan, of  Preston,  Conn.,  and  their  children  were  : 
Samuel  M.,  John  C.,  Elizabeth,  Emily  A.,  Eliza 
A.,  Edward  A.  and  Eunice. 

John  C.  Leet  the  father  of  Joseph  H.,  was 
born  November  25,  1797,  in  Chester,  where 
his  youth  was  spent  in  the  district  schools.  He 
early  learned  the  tanning  trade,  which  was 
taught  hinr  in  the  factory  of  Mr.  Holmes,  lo- 
cated about  one  and  one-half  miles  north  of 
the  present  Chester  town  hall.  For  many  years 
tanning  was  his  occupation,  but  later  in  life 
he  took  up  farming,  at  which  he  was  engaged 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  June  15,  1874.  A con- 
sistent and  worthy  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  he  was  much  respected  in  that 
body.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Whig, 
later  of  the  Republican  party.  On  December 
25,  1822,  Mr.  Leet  married  a native  of  Chester, 
and  children  as  follows  blessed  this  union: 
Henry,  born  in  1823,  who  is  deceased;  Rachel, 
born  in  1826,  deceased;  Harriet,  born  in  1828, 
widow  of  Ashael  Emmons,  residing  in  Ches- 
ter; Joseph  H. ; Eliza  C.,  born  in  1835,  who 
married  Edward  F.  Parker,  of  New  York, 
where  she  died  ; Sarah,  born  in  1838,  who*  mar- 
ried John  Alexander,  and  resides  in  Chester; 
and  Albert  C.,  born  in  1840. 

Joseph  H.  Leet  was  born  July  27,  1833  in 
Chester,  where  he  attended  the  district  schools, 
and  he  later  went  to  a select  school  in  Deep 
River,  kept  by  Priest  Chapman.  After  leaving 
school  he  was  employed  in  the  factory  of  the 
Chester  Manufacturing  Company  for  many 
years,  leaving  there  during  the  Civil  war  to 
engage  in  special  work  in  the  Springfield  Arm- 
ory. Returning  to  Chester,  with  the  money 
he  had  saved,  in  1864,  he  established  his  present 
successful  business,  which  he  has  conducted  in 
so  excellent  a manner  as  to  win  the  confidence 
of  the  whole  community.  For  ten  years  he  has 
occupied  his  present  market,  where  he  at  all 
times  carries  a.  complete  stock  of  jfresh  and 
cured  meats,  fruits,  vegetables  and  canned 
goods,  running  two  teams,  on  stated  days,  a 
week.  Mr.  Leet  also  deals  largely  in  flour. 


feed  and  baled  hay,  having  a separate  building 
for  this  line. 

Prominently  associated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  Mr.  Leet  has  occupied  many  posi-  j 
tions  of  honor  and  trust,  having  been  the  effi-  1 
cient  postmaster  of  the  town  during  the  first  j. 
administration  of  President  Cleveland ; he  was  1 
deputy  sheriff  under  Sheriff  Lewis ; has  been  ij 
selectman  a number  of  times ; collector  of  taxes ; 
in  fact,  has  held  all  of  the  minor  offices,  being  | 
a citizen  of  such  excellent  character  that  he  !. 
is  the  choice  of  the  community,  irrespective  of  j 
party.  In  October,  1900,  he  was  elected  third 
selectman,  which  position  he  now  holds. 

Mr.  Leet  was  married  November  28,  i860, 
to  Maria  F.  Post,  of  Chester,  who  was  born 
July  17,  1838,  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  'j 
(Post)  Post,  and  the  following  children  have  j 
come  to  this  happy  union:  Evalina  M.,  born  1 

March  13,  1862,  was  married  July  5,  1885,  to  j 
Joseph  A.  Parker,  and  lives  in  Chester;  she  has  ; 
three  children,  Clifford,  Florence  and  Mlarion.  : 
Jennie  O.  was  born  in  1865.  Emma  G.,  bom  in  I 
1867,  was  married  January  19,  1898,  to  Charles  | 
Perkins,  a well-known  newspaper  man  of  New  f 
Haven.  Ina  W.,  born  in  1869,  was  married 
June  19,  1900,  to  Herman  Crook.  Josephine  1 
E.,  born  in  1871,  was  married  April  19,  1900,  k 
to  George  Hopkins,  of  Chester.  J.  Henry  was  j 
born  in  1878.  C.  Waller  was  born  in  1882. 

Mr.  Leet  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of j 
his  locality.  The  good  business  and  com-  j 
potency  which  he  enjoys  have  been  won  by  hard  1 
work,  as  he  owes  nothing  to  his  ancestors  but  j 
an  honorable  name.  In  the  community  Mrs. 
Leet  is  known  as  a most  estimable  lady,  a kind  1 
and  Christian  neighbor,  and  all  the  members  of ! 
the  family  possess  the  esteem  of  every  one  in  [ 
Chester. 

j 

HON.  WILLIAM  ROBERT  McDON-  j 
ALD,  for  thirty  years  a merchant  of  the  town 
of  Cromwell,  Middlesex  county,  and  one  who 
has  taken  a leading  part  in  its  public  affairs, 
representing  the  town  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly and  his  district  in  the  Senate,  is,  while  not 
himself  a New  Englander  by  birth,  allied  by 
marriage  with  one  of  Connecticut’s  oldest  and 
most  conspicuous  families,  that  of  Richard 
Treat,  of  Wethersfield. 

Mir.  McDonald  was  born  April  15,  184b  j 
in  Nova  Scotia,  a son  of  William  and  Mar- 
garet E.  (Clark)  McDonald,  and  in  the  schools 
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}f  New  Brunswick  received  his  educational 
training.  He  came  to  Connecticut  in  1869, 
xnd  in  August,  1873,  established  a general 
store  in  Crom'well,  with  which  he  has  since 
>een  identified,  and  in  which  he  has  won  the 
success  often  the  result  of  honest  and  persist- 
:nt  effort.  Through  all  of  these  years  Mr. 
vlcDonald  has  held  the  confidence  and  respect 
>f  his  fellow  townsmen  in  a marked  degree, 
,nd  has  filled,  as  the  choice  of  their  selection, 
learly  every  office  within  their  gift.  He  has 
ieen  the  village  postmaster,  grand  juror,  chair- 
nan  of  the  town  committee,  town  auditor,  jus- 
ice  of  the  peace,  town  assessor,  etc.  In  1S99 
ie  was  chosen  a member  of  the  General  Assem- 
ly,  and  in  1901  a member  of  the  Senate  from 
he  Twenty-second  District.  He  had  early  ad- 
.ocated  the  building  of  good  rbads,  and  when 
hat  movement  took  definite  shape  in  the  Leg- 
fature,  and  a commission  was  decided  upon 
p carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  new  law,  he 
•as  elected  a member  of  that  commission,  and 
id  much  to  give  the  work  an  impetus  in  the 
•fate.  He  is  at  present  serving  as  deputy 
:>ad  commissioner.  Mr.  McDonald’s  serv- 
es in  both  branches  of  the  Assembly  of  the 
tate  have  been  valuable  to  the  Common- 
ealth.  In  the  Lower  House  he  was  a member 
f the  committee  on  Roads,  Bridges  and  Riv- 
•s  and  in  the  Senate  he  was  chairman  of  that 
■mmittee.  For  years  he  has  been  a member 
r the  State  Central  Committee  of  his  party 
ir  the  Twenty-second  District. 

Ever  regardful  for  the  improvements  of 
is  town,  Mr.  McDonald  has  been  a public- 
jirited  citizen,  and  the  promoter  of  many  en- 
rprises.  His  name  is  identified  with  the 
roniwell  Creamery,  the  Cromwell  Silver 
late  Company,  the  New  England  Brownstone 
Jirpany,  the  Meriden,  YVaterbury  & Crom- 
ell  Railroad,  etc.  He  is  a stockholder  in,  and 
is  a promoter  of  the  Cromwell  Water  Works, 
ie  Senator  is  prominent  in  social  circles,  be- 
g a member  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  81, 
& A.  M.,  Cromwell ; Washington  Chapter, 
o.  6,  R.  A.  M.,  Middletown;  Doric  Council, 
0.  24,  New  Britain;  Cyrene  Commandery, 

>.  8,  K.  T.,  Middletown;  Pyramid  Temple, 
M.  S.,  Bridgeport ; Charter  Oak  Lodge  of 
■flection,  fourteenth  degree,  Hartford;  Hnrt- 
rd  Council,  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  Hartford; 
rus  Goodell  Chapter  of  Rose  Croix,  Hart- 
• td ; Connecticut  Sovereign  Consistory,  S.  P. 
S.,  thirty-second  degree.  NCrwich ; and 


Putnam  Phalanx,  Hartford.  He  is  also'  a mem- 
ber of  the  Middletown  Club. 

On  October  22,  1872,  Mr.  McDonald  mar- 
ried Sarah  Treat,  w'ho  was  born  July  10,  1832, 
a daughter  of  Hon.  Lorenzo  Hart  Treat,  of 
Middletown,  who  was  a descendant  in  the  sev- 
enth generation  from  Richard  Treat,  his  pa- 
ternal American  ancestor;  who  was  at  Wethers- 
field,  Conn.,  as  early  as  1639,  his  lineage  being 
through  Richard  (2)  Thomas,  Isaac,  Elisha 
and  Elisha  Treat  (2). 

Lorenzo  Hart  Treat  was  a native  of  Mid- 
dletown, born  November  1,  1802.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature  from  the  town 
of  Cromwell  in  1854,  and  from  1851  until  his 
death  which  occurred  July  15,  1857,  he  served 
as  a notary  public.  He  married  (first)  August 
23,  1826,  Sarah  Sage  Kirby,  who  died  Au- 
gust 4,  1836,  aged  thirty-two  years.  He  mar- 
ried (second)  April  16,  1837,  Mary  Kirby, 
Who  died  September  28,  1868.  These  sisters 
were  daughters  of  Samuel  Kirby,  who  was  a 
descendant  in  the  fifth  generation  from  John 
Kirby,  who  came  to  America  in  the  ship 
“Hopewell”  in  1635,  and  became  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Middletown,  his  lineage  being 
through  Joseph,  John  and  Thomas  Kirby. 

CAPT.  J.  PIENRY  JONES.  The  Jones 
family  traces  its  ancestry  back  to  Col.  John 
Jones,  who  was  one  of  the  twelve  judges  that 
pronounced  sentence  against  Charles  I.,  king 
of  England,  who  was  executed  January  30, 
1649.  On  the  ascension  of  Charles  II.  to  the 
throne,  in  1660,  Col.  Jones  and  nine  others 
of  the  judges  were  condemned,  and  they  were 
executed  October  17,  1660.  The  two  remain- 
ing judges  were  reprieved.  Judge  Tones  had 
married  Henrietta,  the  second  sister  of  Oliver 
Cromwell,  and  his  son,  Hon.  William  Jones, 
survived  him.  One  year  prior  to  the  death  of 
his  father  he  married  Hannah  Eaton,  daughter 
of  Theophilus  Eaton,  of  the  parish  of  St.  An- 
drews, Holborn,  England,  who  was  the  first 
governor  of  the  Colony  of  New  Haven.  They 
came  together  to  America,  where  William  Jones 
was  deputy  governor  for  several  years.  1 le  died 
October  17,  1706,  and  both  he  and  wife  are 
buried  under  the  same  stone  with  Gov.  Eaton, 
in  New  Haven. 

Isaac  Jones,  son  of  William,  died  at  Say- 
brook  in  1 741.  aged  seventy  years,  leaving  a 
family  of  ten  sons  and  five  daughters.  Zeb- 
ulon  Jones,  the  great-grandfather  of  the  Cap- 
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tain,  was  a resident  of  Westbrook,  and  early 
in  life  was  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade. 
Later  he  became  a shipbuilder,  his  yards  be- 
ing Ideated  on  the  river,  one-half  mile  south 
of  his  home,  at  what  was  then  called  the  “sheep 
washing”  place.  He  closed  his  life  on  a farm, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-nine,  and  his  remains  lie 
in  the  old  cemetery  at  Westbrook.  Although 
possessed  of  only  moderate  means,  he  had 
owned  much  land,  and  was  a prominent  man. 
He  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  Mr.  Jones  married  (first) 
Beulah  Grinnell,  (second)  Abigail  Burns,  of 
New  Haven,  and  (third)  Mary  Smith,  of  New 
London,  who  survived  him  thirty  years,  dying 
at  the  age  of  seventy- four. 

Phineas  Jones,  the  grandfather  of  Capt. 
J.  Henry,  was  a son  by  his  father’s  first  mar- 
riage, and  was  born  October  17,  1769,  at  West- 
brook, in  a house  standing  about  one  mile  north 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  Reared  a 
farmer  boy,  he  followed  that  calling  on  the 
old  homestead  all  his  life,  his  death  occurring 
May  16,  1840.  He  reared  his  family  in  the 
tenets  of  the  Congregational  Church.  On  De- 
cember 26,  1787,  he  married  Phebe  Dibble, 
who  was  born  March  5,  1770,  in  Westbrook, 
daughter  of  Josiah  and  Mary  (Pierce)  Dibble, 
and  they  reared  the  following  children  : Phebe, 
who  married  Ezra  Bushnell,  a seafaring  man, 
later  a farmer;  Sally,  who.  married  Jonathan 
Pratt,  a seafaring  man  and  farmer;  Benja- 
min Pierce,  the  Captain’s  father,  who  was 
born  September  29,  1792;  Betsey,  who  died 
when  two  years  of  age;  Betsey  (2)  ; Phineas 
E. ; Samuel  D.,  who  married  Sarah  Day,  and 
died  April  2,  1876,  on  Staten  Island  (he  was 
a sailor,  and  made  long  trips  to  foreign  lands, 
his  ship  being  the  first  one  to  carry  the  Amer- 
ican flag  into  the  Red  sea;  he  resided  in  the 
city  of  New  York)  ; Phineas  E.  (2),  who  mar- 
ried Sarah  Edwards,  of  Middletown,  and  died 
of  cholera,  in  Virginia,  while  on  one  of  his 
vessels  ; Beulah  G.,  who  married  Edward  Stan- 
nard;  Frederick  W.,  who  married  Sarah  M. 
Slaughter,  and  for  his  second  wife,  Mary  C. 
Webeman,  of  Baltimore  (he  died  on  his  vessel, 
and  was-  buried  at  sea,  in  1849)  1 and  Josiah 
H.,  who  died  in  1813. 

Benjamin  Pierce  Jones  was  born  at  the 
homestead  in  Westbrook,  and  there  remained 
until  he  entered  the  service  in  the  war  of  1812, 
as  a substitute  for  a man  in  Middle  Haddam, 


his  employer.  The  regiment  to1  which  he  wan 
assigned  was  first  sent  to  Fort  Griswold,  nea: 
New  London,  and  later  to  the  fort  at  Say  ; 
brook,  and  served  until  the  war  ended.  Capt 
Jones  afterward  received  a pension.  After  th( 
close  of  the  war  he  began  life  on  the  water 
first  as  a deck  hand,  and  he  later  became  cap- 
tain of  crafts  which  ran  between  New  York 
Baltimore  and  the  West  Indies,  in  time  becom- 
ing the  owner  of  bis  vessel,  and  continuing  ip 
this  line  many  years.  The  last  trip  made  b) 
Capt.  Benjamin  P.  Jones  was  from  Baltimo-n 
to  the  West  Indies,  when  he  was  about  fifty 
years  old.  On  the  passage  home  his  ship  war- 
wrecked  in  a hurricane,  and  for  several  day;! 
he  and  his  crew  were  exposed,  being  finally 
picked  up  off  the  island  of  St.  Thomas  anc 
sent  home  by  the  United  States  consul  there 
Realizing  that  his  large  family  needed  his 
personal  care,  Capt.  Jones  decided  to  leave  the 
sea,  and  purchased  a large  farm  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Clinton,  although  temptation  came  tc' 
him  shortly  afterward  in  the  form  of  a fine 
offer,  from  New  York,  of  the  position  of  com- 1 
mander  of  a vessel.  Capt.  Jones  was  a fine 
entertainer,  and  not  only  were  his  stories  oi 
the  thrilling  adventures  of  his  life  interesting  - 
to  children,  but  his  neighbors  were  delighted* 
to  hear  his  recitals.  During  his  long  life  on 
the  ocean  he  had  many  encounters  with  the  pi- 
rates of  the  West  India  islands,  his  ship  being 
at  one  time  boarded  by  a Portugese  gang. 
Fortunately  he  had  on  board  a number  of  Brit- 
ish soldiers  who  were  searching  for  these  des- 
peradoes, and  when  the  opportune  moment  ar- 
rived the  pirates  were  captured,  and  later  ex- 
ecuted at  St.  Thomas,  Capt.  Jones  being  pres-' 
ent  when  twenty-nine  of  them  were  shot.  » 
Capt.  Jones  lived  on  his  farm  until  he  wasj 
ninety-six  years  old,  and  then  retired  to-  the  j 
home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Charles  Williams,! 
with  whom  he  resided  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  February  22,  1889.  He  retained  every  I 
faculty  except  his  eyesight.  He  was  proud  of 
the  fact  that  he  had  lived  through  every  admin- 
istration of  our  government.  The  Captain  was 
a Republican  in  politics,  but  not  active,  and 
would  never  accept  any  office.  A consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  his  place 
was  never  vacant  when  it  was  possible  for  him 
to  attend. 

On  September  18,  1822,  Capt.  Jones  married 
Almira  Kelsey,  who  was  born  October  28, 
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1796,  in  Clinton,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Tulia  (Hull)  Kelsey,  and  died  June  6,  1875. 
The  children  born  to  them  were:  Benjamin 

K,  who  married  Anna  Ritter  of  New  Haven, 
vas  a leather  dealer  in  New  York,  and  a dea- 
on  in  the  church  of  which  Henry  Ward 
Beecher  was  pastor,  and  died  in  1870.  Samuel 
<C„  who  married  Phebe  Bennett,  of  Glaston- 
>ury,  was  a well-known  portrait  painter;  he 
esides  in  New  Haven,  with  one  daughter, 
Barrie,  an  artist.  J.  Henry  is  our  subject, 
"hades  F.,  who  died  in  March,  1902,  first  mar- 
ied  Mary  A.  Gladding,  of  Essex,  who  died  in 
857,  his  second  wife  being  Sarah  Rockwell, 
;if  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in  1882;  he  re- 
ided  in  Brooklyn,  with  his  daughters  Jennie 
A.  and  Lillias  I.  Almira  L.  married  Charles 
N.  Williams,  a farmer,  residing  in  Clinton ; 
-heir  children  are  Hettie,  wife  of  Wilson  Hull; 
vlyra  J.,  wife  of  Edward  Benham ; Lillian, 
v- ife  of  Dr.  George  Beckley,  of  West  Derry, 
N.  H. ; and  Estelle.  Hettie  C.,  twin  sister  of 
Almira,  lives  in  Clinton.  Julia  Ann,  who>  mar- 
ied  Sterry  Bennett,  died  in  Norwich,  in  1872, 
eaving  three,  children — Charles  S.  (who'  mar- 
ied  Elizabeth  Shepherd),  Samuel  J.,  and 
luth  (widow  of  William  Palmer). 

J.  Henry  Jones  was  born  in  Clinton  De- 
ember 29,  1827,  and  was  four  years  old  when 
is  father  moved  upon  the  farm.  His  early  ed- 
icational  opportunities  were  those  afforded  by 
he  Kirtland  District  school  of  Westbrook, 
vhich  was  near  his  home,  and  later  he  was  sent 

0 a select  school  kept  by  Philo  J.  Williams 
who  was  a student  for  the  Baptist  ministry), 
nd  to  the  Clinton  Academy,  having  the  ad- 
antages  of  winter  schooling  until  he  was  twen- 
v years  old.  His  desire  was  to  put  his  educa- 
ion  to  practical  tise,  and  he  began  teaching 

1 Clinton  and  Madison,  but  his  health  seemed 
oor,  and  hiws  physician  recommended  that  he 
‘o  upon  the  water.  This  advice  he  heeded, 
eginning  upon  a market  boat  running  between 
linton  and  New  York,  and  later  shipping  un- 
er  Capt.  Farnham,  on  the  “Rival,”  which 
/as  plying  between  Rondout,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
Unison,  and  Hartford,  Conn.,  owned  by  what 
* now  the  New  York  & Hartford  Transporta- 
on  Company,  then  engaged  in  the  carrying  of 
nal.  Before  the  season  was  over  his  health 
ad  improved  and  he  was  first  mate  of  the 
essel,  with  which  he  remained  two  and  ono- 
alf  seasons,  leaving  it  to  engage  on  the  “Silas 


Brainerd,”  owned  by  the  Brainerd  Quarry 
Company,  of  Portland,  Conn.,  under  Capt. 
Hilliard.  He  hired  as  a deck  hand,  but  was 
later  given  the  position  of  first  mate,  remain- 
ing in  that  capacity  for  over  three  years.  This 
vessel  carried  Portland  brown  stone.  Our  sub- 
ject’s next  vessel  was  the  “Ellen  Duffield,”  150 
tons,  built  at  Gildersleeve,  Conn.,  in  which  he 
served  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
becoming  captain  himself  and  one-eighth  own- 
er of  the  ship.  He  continued  in  this  business, 
with  the  “Ellen  Duffield,”  for  twelve  years. 
In  the  spring,  when  the  quarries  were  not  yet 
opened,  the  vessel  was  used  to  carry  seed 
oysters  from  the  Virginia  growers  to  the  Con- 
necticut growers,  and  was  also'  engaged  in  the 
coal  trade. 

Leaving  the  “Ellen  Duffield,”  Capt.  Jones 
went  to  the  “Helen  P.,”  250  tons,  built  at  East 
Pladdam,  becoming  one-sixteenth  owner,  and 
for  twenty-seven  years  without  pause  he  ran 
this  vessel.  In'  1889  he  sold  his  interest  in  her 
and  purchased  a one-eighth  interest  in  the 
“James  Duffield,"  of  300  tons,  built  at  New 
London,  and  since  that  time  has  been  plying 
from  Portland  quarries,  visiting  ports  from 
Maine  to  the  West  Indies,  although  his  prin- 
cipal work  has  been  between  Portland  and 
Philadelphia,  Washington  and  Baltimore. 
From  September,  1853,  the  Captain’s  vessels 
never  went  out  of  Sandy  Hook  without  him 
on  board,  until  serious  illness  in  his  family,  in 
November,  1900,  prevented  his  presence.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  Capt.  Jones  was  the  first  to 
bring  the  news  to  New  York  of  the  burning  of 
tbe  navyyard  at  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

The  Captain’s  first  marriage  was  to  Sarah 
M.  Hilliard,  of  Clinton,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Sally  ( Griswold)  Hilliard.  She  died  Au- 
gust 31,  1872,  at  the  age  of  forty-three.  On 
December  24,  1873,  he  married  Anna  S.  Amb- 
ler, who  was  born  February  17.  1854,  in  Ches- 
ter, daughter  of  Alfred  and  Susan  (Chapman) 
Platts,  and  one  child  came  to  this  union,  I Inw- 
ard E.  A.,  born  September  5,  1880;  lie  gradu- 
ated with  the  class  of  iqoi  from  the  Morgan 
school,  of  Clinton,  and  is  now  a student  in  the 
Wesleyan  University.  Middletown.  Conn. 
One  son  also  came  to  the  first  marriage  of 
Capt.  Jones,  El  1 >cr t If.,  horn  December  28, 
1850,  who  married  Kate  Ford,  and  resides  in 
New  York  City,  being  connected  with  the  firm 
of  J.  H.  Cox  & Co. 
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In  'politics  Capt.  Jones,  like  his  distin- 
guished father,  is  a stanch  Republican.  He  is 
a prominent  and  active  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church  at  Clinton,  in  which  he  is  both 
steward  and  trustee,  all  of  his  family  being 
connected  with  that  society  and  highly  es- 
teemed there.  After  a long  and  useful  life 
the  Captain  possesses  a competency  and  has  a 
most  comfortable  home  among  his  friends  of 
many  years,  where  he  extends  a hearty  sail- 
or’s welcome  to  those  who  have  known  him 
from  boyhood.  Although  he  has  seen  many 
lands  and  people,  his  heart  has  been  true  to 
the  locality  where  he  and  his  family  have  been 
respected  as  representative  citizens  through  so 
many  years. 

HORACE  R.  BUTLER,  a prominent  citi- 
zen and  business  man  of  Middletown,  Middle- 
sex county,  a leading  contractor  and  builder  of 
that  city,  has  had  his  full  share  of  the 
“ups  and  downs’’  of  life.  He  has  fought  his 
own  way,  and  has  risen  to  a position  where  his 
value  as  a citizen  becomes  apparent.  His  busi- 
ness integrity  is  unquestioned.  He  belongs  to 
the  old  Butler  family,  and  also  to  the  Buck- 
ley  family,  both  well  known  in  Colonial  his- 
tory, and  is  of  the  seventh  generation  of  But- 
lers in  America,  his  line  being  from  Deacon 
Richard,  who  died  August  6,  1684,  in  Hart- 
ford, through  Joseph,  1648-1732;  Gershom, 
1683-1765;  Gershom,  1738-1793;  Josiah; 
Philip  R.,  1810-1898;  and  Horace  R.,  1845. 

Deacon  Richard  Butler,  the  emigrant  an- 
cester  of  the  Wethersfield  branch  of  the  But- 
ler family,  came  to  Boston  from  Braintree, 
England,  in  1632,  and  settled  in  Cambridge, 
M]ass.  He  had  land  assigned  him,  on  which  he 
erected  a house  in  that  town.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  church  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  and 
was  made  a freeman  in  1634.  The  next  year  he 
and  his  eldest  brother,  William,  joined  a com- 
pany for  the  settlement  of  Hartford,  with  Rev. 
Thomas  Hooker  and  others  beginning  the  plan- 
tation in  the  fall  of  that  year.  He  was  deacon 
of  the  First  Church,  and  subsequently  a grand 
juror.  For  several  years  he  was  one  of  the 
selectmen  of  the  town  and  was  repeatedly  chos- 
en representative  to'  the  General  Court.  He 
was  twice  married. 

Philip  R.  Butler  was  born  in  Rocky  Hill, 
‘Conn.,  September  16,  1810,  son  of  Josiah  But- 
ler. He  married  Caroline  Buckley,  who*  was 


born  August  8,  1813,  in  Rocky  Hill,  Conn. 
Philip  R.  Butler  was  a mason  by  trade,  which 
he  followed  in  his  earlier  life.  In  his  later 
years  he  was  a hotel-keeper  at  the  north  end 
of  Cromwell,  when  his  hotel  and  Shipman’s 
tavern  were  the  only  inns  between  Middletown 
and  Hartford.  He  also-  farmed  to  a limited  1 
extent.  His  family  was  a numerous  one: 
Richard  V.,  born  November  9,  1838,  was 
killed  by  the  kick  of  a horse,  July  17,  1841. 
Stusan  L.,  born  June  23,  1842,  married  Ben- 
jamin Ranney,  of  Cromwell,  and  died  Oc- 
tober 21,  1867;  she  had  two  sons,  Gaston  T. 
and  Charles  R.,  both  of  whom  died  young,  j, 
Henry  R.  and  Horace  R.,  twins,  were  born 
April  12,  1845.  Henry  R.  died  January  13, 
1872,  by  being  thrown  from!  a wagon  while 
on  his  way  to  Hartford.  Carrie,  born  April 
7,  1852,  married  January  17,  1872,  Arthur  E. 
Coe,  and  lives  in  Middletown ; they  have  one 
child,  Claudine  Alberta,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
D.  L.  Maitland,  of  Middletown.  The  father  ; 
died  February  13,  1898,  and  the  mother  June 
J.  1888.  They  were  buried  in  Cromwell  cem- 
etery. She  was  a Methodist  in  religious  faith. 
Mr.  Butler  was  a Democrat. 

Horace  R.  Butler  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  the  town  of  Cromwell,  near 
the  Rocky  Hill  town  line.  He  attended  1 
the  schools  of  his  native  town,  living  at 
home  until  he  was  about  seventeen,  when 
he  went  to  Hartford,  to  enter  the  em- 
ploy of  the  firm  of  H.  & S.  Bissell,  the 
most  extensive  contractors  of  their  time 
in  that  city.  He  worked  at  the  trade  of 
mason  and  during  the  four  years  of  his  ap- 
prenticeship had  the  yearly  wages  of  $30,  $40, 
$50  and  $60,  respectively.  He  also  had  by  his 
contract  schooling  for  two  winters.  After  he 
had  learned  his  trade  Mr.  Butler  remained  with 
the  firm  for  a year  and  a half  longer,  making 
(in  all  five  and  a half  years  with  them.  In  t 
1867  he  came  to  Middletown  and  entered  the 
employ  of  Johnson  & Arnold,  contractors,  his 
first  work  for  them  being  on  the  South  church, 
then  in  process  of  erection.  He  also  worked 
on  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank  building  for 
this  firm.  In  1869,  although  a young  man,  he 
began  business  for  himself,  and  during  the 
years  in  Which  he  has  been  engaged  in  this 
line  he  has  built  some  of  the  best  blocks  in 
town,  such  as  the  municipal  building,  the 
Stueck  block,  Hotchkiss  block,  Miasonic  block, 
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,nd  many  other  substantial  and  creditable 
tructures.  He  did  the  mason  work  on  the 
dethodist  church. 

On  April  2,  1868,  Horace  R.  Butler  mar- 
ied  Corinne  A.  Wilcox,  a native  of  Cram- 
/■/ell,  born  August  28,  1848,  daughter  of  Joseph 
nd  Ann  J.  (Tryon)  Wilcox.  Her  father  was 
orn  February  13,  1824,  son  of  Eben  and  Lu- 
retia  (Mildrum)  Wilcox,  who  are  mentioned 
sewhere.  ML  and  Mrs.  Horace  R.  Butler 
re  the  parents  of  one  child,  Bernard  W.,  who 
now  in  business  with  his  father.  He  was 
student  in  Wesleyan  University  two  years. 
!e  married  Miss  Ethel  Allison,  daughter  of 
/illiam  J.  Allison,  of  South  Farms,  and  to 
lem  three  children  have  been  born,  H.  Russel, 
uth,  and  Philip.  Our  subject  erected  his 
sidence  on  College  street  in  the  early  eighties, 
(id  has  lived  there  ever  since. 

Mr.  Butler  is  a leading  Democrat  in  his 
wn.  He  served  in  the  State  Legislature  for 
ree  years,  in  1882  and  1883  in  the  House, 
id  in  1891  'being  honored  with  election  to 
e State  Senate  from  the  Twenty-second  Dis- 
ct.  Hie  has  served  in  the  common  council 
' Middletown  several  term's.  He  belongs  to 
1 s Middletown  Board  of  Trade,  is  a director 
i the  Columbia  Trust  Company,  was  one  of 
1 j incorporators  of  the  Electric  Light  Com- 
1 ny,  and  was  interested  in  the  Great  Barring- 
1 1 (Mass.)  Electric  Light  Company.  Mr. 
] tier  belongs  to  the  Middletown  Club,  a cel- 
<"ated  institution  of  its  kind,  and  was  a char- 
t member  of  Middletown  Lodge,  No.  771, 
1 P.  O.  E. 


t 

1 

i 

d 

s 

c 

I 

a 

0 
tl 
tl 
it 

N 

YV 

W 

01 


ARNOLD.  Among  the  proprietary  set- 
's, twenty-eight  in  number,  who  came  from 
rtford  and  Wethersfield  and  took  up  land 
“ I hirty-mile  island,”  in  the  town  of  Had- 
n,  were  two  Arnolds.  At  a later  period 
ne  of  the  families  and  their*  descendants! 
ssed  the  river  and  made  settlement  in  East 
ddam,  and  also  at  Haddam  Neck,  where 
>nc  time  none  but  the  descendants  of  the 
?inal  proprietors  lived.  At  Haddam  Neck 
Arnolds,  Clarks  and  Brainerds  were  long 
leading  families,  extensively  engaged  both 
arming  and  in  quarrying.  Tn  late  years  the 
k has  lost  very  materially  in  population  and 
1th. 

Freeman  Arnold  was  a native  of  the  Neck, 
re  he  spent  his  entire  life,  dying  at  the  age 
I -ighty-two.  lie  was  an  extensive  farmer, 


and  for  years  was  engaged  in  fishing.  He 
married  Sallie  Higgins,  of  Pittsfield.  Mass., 
who  lived  to  be  nearly  eighty-seven  years  old, 
and  they  had  the  following  children  : ( 1 ) 

Theodore  married  Esther  Selden,  and  died  on 
the  Neck,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four.  (2)  Sally 
was  born  March  26,  1801.  (3)  Freeman,  born 
March  20,  1804,  died  February  28,  1877,  on  the 
Neck.  (4)  Justin,  born  February  16,  1806, 
died  when  twenty-nine  years  old.  (5)  Almira 
was  born  May  20,  1808.  (6)  Phebe  Almira 

was  born  August  31,  1810.  (7)  Samuel  Hig- 

gins, born  October  30,  1812,  married  Mary  Dib- 
ble ; be  lived  and  died  on  the  Neck.  (8)  Martha 
was  born  April  27,  1815.  (9)  Lyman  Brooks, 

born  May  26,  1817,  married  Sarah  Johnson, 
and  died  on  the  old  homestead  at  the  age  of 
sixty-one  years. 

Freeman  Arnold  was  married  November 
23,  1828,  to  Elizabeth  Clark,  daughter  of 

Davis  and  Polly  (Ransom)  Clark.  Mrs.  Ar- 
nold died  January  5,  1877,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-one years,  and  Mr.  Arnold  survived  her 
only  six  weeks.  He  was  engaged  in  quarry- 
ing, and  in  later  years  devoted  his  entire  at- 
tention to  farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold  had 
the  following  children:  (1)  Mary  A.  is  men- 

tioned beloYv.  (2)  Justin  E.,  born  January 
18,  1835,  married  Jane  Mack,  of  East  Had- 
dam, who  died  June  23,  1889.  He  died  March 
6,  1897.  (3)  Selina  B.,  born  February  17, 

1838,  died  April  4,  1891,  unmarried.  (4) 
Orlow  A.,  born  December  23,  1844,  died  at 
the  age  of  seven  years. 

Mary  A.  Williams  grew  up  at  Haddam 
Neck,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  began 
teaching,  her  first  school  being  in  what  was 
known  as  the  Candlewcod  Hill  District  of  the 
town  of  Haddam.  She  was  a good  teacher, 
and  can  look  back  with  satisfaction  upon  her 
career  in  the  school  room  as  both  creditable 
and  useful.  On  December  28.  1853.  she  was 
married,  bv  Rev.  William  Lamson.  to  Nathan- 
iel A.  Williams,  a native  of  Chatham,  born 
October  2K.  1829.  son  of  Warren  and  Nancy 
(Tvler''  Williams.  TTe)  died  December  30, 
1893. 

Nathaniel  A.  Williams  was  engaged  in 
the  stone  business,  and  I wo  years  after  his  mar- 
riage made  his  home  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
where  he  was  in  business  as  a stone  dealer  and 
general  contractor  for  twenty-eight  years,  ac- 
cumulating a comfortable  fortune.  His  health 
failing,  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  business 
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that  he  might  return  to  Saybrook,  where  he 
purchased  a handsome  home,  and  there  his 
widow  has  since  resided.  Mr.  Williams  was 
a stanch  Republican.  While  living  in  New 
York  he  and  his  wife  united  with  a Presby- 
terian Church,  but  when  they  came  back  to 
Saybrook  presented  their  letters  to  the  Con- 
gregational Church  of  that  place. 

JAMES  M.  HAYDEN.  A thriving  busi- 
ness in  Connecticut  a half  century  ago  was 
that  of  shipbuilding,  and  one  of  its  specialties 
was  the  building  of  the  fine  cabins  which  orna- 
mented the  stanch  ocean  greyhounds  of  that 
period.  Among  those  who-  made  a success  in 
that  line,  and  whose  ornamental  handiwork 
may  be  found  on  many  a craft  yet  afloat,  is 
James  M.  Hayden,  the  esteemed  subject  of  this 
review. 

Mr.  Hayden  descends  .on  both  sides  from 
the  old  Colonial  family  of  Hayden.  Upon  the 
maternal  side,  his  first  ancestor  of  whom  we 
have  authentic  knowledge  was  Nehemiah  Hay- 
den, born  in  1706,  who  resided  in  Saybrook, 
where  he  married  Temperance  Parker,  born 
in  1 71 1.  She  died  in  1791,  he  in  1774.  Their 
children  were  Uriah,  John,  Elias,  Eliakim, 
Esther,  Ann  and  Temperance. 

Uriah  Hayden  married  Ann  Starkey,  and 
resided  in  Essex,  in  1766  building  the  very 
house  in  which  our  subject  resides,  located  at 
the  foot  of  Main  street,  fronting  the  river. 
Though  called  upon  to  weather  so  many  storms, 
and  to  shelter  so  many  heads,  it  is  still  in  a 
very  good  state  of  preservation,  and  is  one  of 
the  landmarks  in  a historic  section.  The  orig- 
inal design  of  the  house  was  for  use  as  a 
tavern,  and  it  was  used  as  such  for  many  years, 
Uriah  being  the  first  tavernkeeper.  The  old 
sign,  imported  from  England,  bearing  the 
English  coat  of  arms  and  the  letters  “U  & A, 
1766,  Entertainment,”  is  highly  prized  by  the 
family,  and  is  preserved  in  Hartford.  The 
letters  stand  for  the  names  of  Uriah  Hayden 
and  his  wife  Ann.  On  the  south  door  of  the 
old  house  is  a huge,  highly  polished,  George 
III  knocker,  and  in  the  old  parlor  is  a picture 
of  the  King  and  Queen  of  England  which  has 
hung  there  ever  since  the  house  was  built,  fully 
proving  that  this  was  a loyal  English  family. 
The  mansion  is  a fine  old  relic  of  Colonial  days, 
and  is  pointed  out  to  strangers  with  a very 
pardonable  pride,  by  the  good  people  of  Essex. 


In  addition  to  his  business  of  innkeeper,  Uriah  !j 
Hayden  was  also1  a shipbuilder,  a business  in 
which  the  family  has  been  successfully  en-  j 
gaged  for  a number  of  generations.  In  the 
yard  near  his  residence  he  assisted  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  “Oliver  Cromwell,”  which  was  the 
first  warship  built  in  the  lower  river.  He  also 
conducted  a store  on  his  wharf,  succeeding  in 
every  enterprise.  To  him  and  his  wife  were 
born:  Nehemiah,  Ebenezer,  Ebenezer  (2). 

Temperance,  Mary  Ann,  Samuel  M.,  Esther  ! 
and  Charlotte. 

Samuel  M.  Hayden,  grandfather  of  James 
M.,  was  born  February  13,  1772,  in  the  ole 
tavern,  and  grew  up1  in  Essex,  where  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Mather. 

O11  the  paternal  side  of  the  family,  Johr 
Hayden,  son  of  Nehemiah  and  Temperanci 
(Parker)  Hayden,  was  twice  married,  first  t( 
Temperance  Griffin ; to  them  one  son,  Cicero 
was  born.  By  his  second  wife,  Lucina  Pratt 
John  Hayden  had  three  children : George  P. 

Frederick  and  Abby  Ann.  George  P.  Haydei 
was  born  April  25,  1801,  in  Essex,  where  h 
always  lived.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daugh 
ter  of  Samuel  M.  Hayden.  During  life  he  fol 
lowed  the  business  of  shipbuilding,  that  bein 
the  general  occupation  of  the  neighborhooc. 
Prior  to  his  time  all  of  the  Hayden  family  wer- 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  wit! 
which  he  also  voted.  The  family  born  to  hii 
and  his  wife  consisted  of : George,  Frederic! 

James  M.,  Jane  Elizabeth,  Henry,  William  an 
Nehemiah,  James  M.  being  now  the  only  sin 
vivo-r.  The  father  died  in  1874,  and  tl 
mother  in  1876. 

James  M.  Hayden  was  born  in  Essex  N< 
vember  7,  1826,  and  there  received  his  pr , 
mary  education,  which  was  succeeded  by 
season  of  study  at  the  famous  Hills  Academj 
one  of  the  noted  schools  of  that  part  of  tl 
State.  While  still  a lad  he  engaged  in  cler 
ing  in  a general  store  in  Essex,  and  then  stai 
ed  in  to  learn  that  particular1  branch  of  the  02 
penter  trade,  associated  with  shipbuildinj 
which  consisted  of  making  the  fancy  and  o-rr 
mental  cabins;  many  of  the  merchant  vessu 
of  that  period  were  handsomely  finished  in  tl; 
respect.  Until  shipbuilding  as  a lucrative  (J 
'cupation  died  out  Mr.  Hayden  continued  | 
pursue  it  o-n  the  Connecticut  river,  but  sir  ( 
that  time  he  has  lived  almost  entirely  retire 
One  of  his  brothers  was  a sea  captain,  a|- 
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r.  Hayden  has  taken  voyages  with  him,  Hav- 
ing in  several  of  the  countries  of  Europe, 
s souvenirs  of  a delightful  visit  in  Italy  ihe 
ought  home  with  him  two  tables  of  marble, 
.auti fully  inlaid  with  mother-of-  pearl,  which 
cite  the  admiration  of  everyone.  Mr.  Hay- 
n’s  artistic  taste  has  been  cultivated,  and  he 
the  fortunate  possessor  of  some  valuable 
intings,  among  them  portraits  of  his  hon- 
ed parents,  also  one  of  the  ship  in  which  he 
iled  with  his  brother. 

Mr.  Hayden  was  married  January  25, 
177,  to  Helen  M.  Selden,  daughter  of  Jolin 
ige  and  Susan  C.  (Brooks)  Selden,  grand- 
ughter  of  John  Selden,  and  a great-grand- 
ughter  of  Rev.  David  Selden,  of  Middle 
addam,  who  was  known  as  “Priest”  Selden. 
though  he  is  a Democrat  in  political  belief, 

; r.  Hayden  has  never  aspired  to  hold  office 
d prefers  to  vote  independently.  He  is  a 
lued  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of 
-.sex,  to  the  support  of  which  he  has  con- 
butecl  liberally.  Fraternally  he  is  a Blue 
)dge  Mason.  He  is  a trustee  of  the  Savings 
1 ink  of  Essex.  The  family  is  one  much  re- 
ected  in  the  community,  and  Mr.  Hayden 
a worthy  representative  of  an  honored  old 
me. 

HON.  JAMES  PHELPS  was  born  in 
< lebrook,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  January  12, 
22,  son  of  Dr.  Launcelot  Phelps;  who.  was 
• many  years  a prominent  citizen  of  the  State 
'<  f a representative  in  Congress  from  1835 
1 1839. 

Hon.  James  Phelps  received  his  early  edu- 
( ion  at  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
l vn,  and  subsequently  attended  the  Episcopal 
•qaderrsy  at  Cheshire,  Conn.  He  afterward  en- 
1 ed  Washington  (now  Trinity)  College,  at 
1 rtford,  but  owing  to  a severe  illness  during 
> first  year  of  his  course  lie  was  obliged  to  re- 
I push  his  studies  for  a long  period.  As  soon 
• his  health  would  permit  he  commenced  read- 
' law  with  Hon.  Isaac  Toucey,  of  Hartford. 

1 1 842  he  removed  to  Essex,  Conn.,  and 
•s  (l'e<l  with  Hon.  Samuel  Ingham,  and  he  was 
' ’ lor  a time  in  the  law  department  of  Yale 
1 hege.  llc  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1845. 
1 fidcs  holding  the  office  of  Judge  of  Pro- 
I e and  other  local  positions,  Mr.  Phelps  was 
'!  nemfber  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1853, 
1 >4  and  1856,  and  of  the  State  Senate  in 


1858  and  1859.  In  1863  he  was  elected  by 
the  Legislature  a judge  of  the  Superior  Court 
for  the  regular  term;  of  eight  years  and  was 
re-elected  in  1871.  In  1873  be  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Errors,  from 
which  incumbency  he  resigned  in  the  spring 
of  1875,  upon  his  election  to  the  XLIVth  Con- 
gress. He  whs  re-elected  to  the  XLVth, 
XLVIth  and  XLVIIth  Congresses  as  a Demo- 
crat. In  the  XLIVth  Congress  he  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  standing  committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  Pensions  and  Foreign  Af- 
fairs and  on  the  special  committee  to  Investi- 
gate Frauds  in  the  Louisiana  Election.  In 
the  XLVth  and  XLVIth  Congresses  he  was 
assigned  a place  on  the  committee  on  Ways  and 
Means,  and  during  that  time  the  entire  sub- 
jects of  Tariff,  Internal  Revenue  and  Refund- 
ing of  the  National  Debt  were  exhaustively 
considered  and  reported  on  by  that  committee. 
He  also,  served  in  the  XLVIth  Congress  on  the 
committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Navy  De- 
partment. On  financial  questions  Judge  Phelps’ 
votes  and  views  were  in  accord  with  those 
of  a large  majority  of  his  party  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  but  not  with  those  of  a 
majority  in  his  section  of  the  Union.  He 
favored  the  resumption  of  specie  payment, 
when  it  could  be  safely  and  properly  accom- 
plished, 'but  was  opposed  to'  its  being  prema- 
turely forced  by  violent  and  extreme  contrac- 
tion of  the  currency,  and  was  an  earnest  advo- 
cate of  the  restoration  of  the  standard  silver 
dollar.  He  was  noted  for  faithful  and  assidu- 
ous attention  to  the  interests  and  wants  of 
his  constituents  at  the  capital,  and  in  the  dif- 
ferent departments  of  the  government.  He  was 
unwearied  in  his  personal  attention  to  the  pen- 
sion claims  of  soldiers  in  his  district.  He  pro- 
cured the  establishment  of  the  breakwater  at 
the  entrance  of  the  New  Haven  harbor,  and 
the  extensive  permanent  work  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  channel  of  the  Connecticut 
river  below  Hartford,  as  well  as  liberal  appro- 
priations for  those  works  and  for  other  needed 
improvements  in  his  district.  During  his  last 
term  he  was  the  only  Democratic  representa- 
tive from  the  State  in  the  XLVIIth  Congress 
and  the  fact  that  immediately  preceding  his 
first  election  his  district  had  for  six  years  been 
represented  by  a Republican  is  convincing  evi- 
dence of  his  popularity  with  his  constituents. 
His  elections  to  a judgeship  were  each  time 
made  by  a Legislature  politically  opposed  to 
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‘him,  and  the  two  last  were  by  the  unanimous 
votes  of  both  houses.  His  professional  and 
public  life  were  so  entirely  honorable  that  no 
suspicion  ever  threw  even  a shadow  over  his 
•character  for  uprightness  and  integrity.  He 
made  no  pretensions  to  those  classical  accom- 
plishments which  are  the  valuable  results  of  a 
long  course  of  university  training  and  culture. 
He  claimed  nothing  from  ancestry  or  pedigree 
and  nothing  of  popularity  or  ability  or  profes- 
sional attainments  and  success,  which  are  not 
common  to  all  others  of  similar  advantages. 
Whatever  of  merit  he  possessed  had  been  ac- 
quired by  persevering  industry,  energy  of  pur- 
pose and  fidelity  to  principles  which  secured 
for  him  a reasonable  measure  of  public  con- 
fidence and  support. 

In  his  private  life  the  Judge  was  quiet, 
modest  and  unassuming,  and  during  his  resi- 
dence of  more  than  half  a century  in  the  little 
village  of  Essex  he  obtained  a strong  hold  on 
the  hearts  of  the  people.  He  was  a confiden- 
tial adviser  and  friend  of  the  rich  and  the 
poor  alike,  and  no  man  has  ever  lived  in  the 
con  irnunity  whose  loss  was  more  deeply  felt. 
He  was  for  many  years  a faithful,  consistent 
and  devoted  member  and  a liberal  supporter 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  passed  away 
January  15,  1900. 

The  marriage  of  Judge  Phelps  was  to 
Lydia  A.  Ingham,  and  two  children  were  born 
to  this  union  : ( 1 ) Samuel  Ingham  was  for  a 

time  secretary  to  Hon.  Charles  T.  Russell, 
of  Haddarn,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  England, 
later  became  engaged  in  the  C'hinaware  trade 
in  New  York,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
Was  in  the  employ  of  a railroad  company  at 
Chattanooga,  Tenn. ; he  married  Josie  Smith, 
of  Essex,  and  had  one  child,  Harrison  F.  (2) 
James  L.,  born  May  5,  1856,  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Essex,  graduated  from  Yale 
Law  School,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
1887;  he  was  town  clerk  and  probate  judge 
until  his  death  in  1899.  His  marriage  was  to 
Harriet  W.  Coulter,  a half  sister  of  Judge 
Thomas  D.  Coulter,  of  Essex. 

I ROBERT  G.  PIKE,  one  of  the  well-known 
and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Middletown, 
Middlesex  county,  is  descended  from  one  of 
the  old  Puritan  families  of  New  England,  be- 
ing in  the  eighth  generation  from  John  Pike, 
a Puritan,  who  came  from  England  in  1632 
and  settled  in  Salisbury,  N.  H.  He  brought 


with  him  two.  sons,  one  of  whom  was  Major 
Robert  Pike,  commander  of  all  the  Massachus 
etts  forces  east  of  the  Merrimac  during  thij 
Indian  wars  of  his  time,  and  for  a period  0 
over  fifty  years  a prominent  and  influentia 
officer  of  the  Colony. 

. The  Pike  family  has  produced  not  a fev 
men  of  note,  famous  alike  in  literature,  the  arts 
science  and  diplomacy,  as  well  as  in  other 
public  spheres.  Albert  Pike,  prominent  it 
Masonry,  was  a cousin  of  Robert  G.  Pik<  j 
(father  of  our  subject),  and  Nicholas  Pike 
the  celebrated  mathematician,  who  at  the  samt 
time  excelled  in  literature  and  science,  wa 
also  a member  of  the  family.  He  was  a well 
known  able  contributor  to.  the  columns  of  th 
“Scientific  American for  several  years  wa 
United  States  consul  to.  the  island  of  Mau- 
ritius, and  at  one  time  was  consul  to  Portugal 
he  accompanied  Stanley  in  his  African  explor 1 
ations.  In  connection  with  this  mention  0 
Nicholas  Pike  it  may  be  noted  that  to  excel 
in  mathematics  is  a family  trait — a trait  inher  j 
ited  by  our  subject’s  father,  who-  was  an  ex 
cellent  mathematician. 

Judge  Robert  Gordon  Pike,  the  father  oil 
our  subject,  was  born  April  14,  1822,  at  New] 
buryport,  Mass.,  one  of  a family  of  thirteen 
children.  Pie  was  graduated  at  Harvard  Uni; 
versity  in  1 843 ; became  private  secretary  t j 
Hon.  Caleb  Cushing,  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
subsequently  studied  law  with  Hon.  Seth  B’ 
Staples,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1848 
He  practiced  law  in  New  York  City  until  185c 
when  important  business  duties  in  Connection 
led  him  to  give  up  a lucrative  practice  and  mov  j 
to  Middletown,  where  he  continued  to  residj 
until  his  death,  December  17,  1898.  Judgj 
Pike  was  a man  of  strong  intellect  an 
scholarly  tastes,  and  possessed  a wide  rang 
of  information.  He  was  a fine  writer  an  \ 
speaker,  an  accomplished  lawyer  and  a wis f 
counselor,  and  counted  among  his  clients  man 
of  the  most  prominent  and  wealthy  familie 
of  Middletown  and  vicinity.  He  served  h 
judge  of  the  city  court,  alderman,  presidei 
of  the  board  of  education  for  eighteen  or  moi 
years,  president  of  the  Russell  Library  froi 
its  organization,  and  senior  warden  of  Trinh 
parish  for  about  twenty  years.  In  all  th; 
pertains  to  public  schools  he  ahrtays  took  a 
active  interest,  and  it  was  largely  through  h 
efforts  that  the  Central  and  Johnson  scho 
buildings  were  erected.  He  was  president  0 . 
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he  board  of  education  (M/iddletown)  during 
he  entire  period  of  his  membership  on  the 
ame.  1 

Judge  Pike  was  State  fish  commissioner  for 
wenty  years,  chairman  of  the  Shell  Fish  Com- 
nission  from  its  organization,  and  did  much 
oward  increasing  fish  food  in  the  State.  He 
Iso  did  much  for  the  oyster  industry,  and 
vhen,  in  1889,  he  signified  his  intention  to 
esign  his  office  on  the  board,  over  three  hand- 
ed leading  oystermen  petitioned  him  not  to 
o so.  In  establishing  the  boundary  line  be- 
vveen  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  in  1887, 
e was  unanimously  elected  by  the  commis- 
ioners  of  the  two  States  as  chairman  of  the 
oint  Commission,  of  which  his  ripe  experi- 
nce  and  full  legal  knowledge  made  him  a 
aluable  member.  Judge  Pike  was  active  in 
Wiving  the  Air  Line  railroad  and  securing 
rr  it  a bridge  charter.  Hie  was  a Republican, 
nd  twice  candidate  for  mayor,  although  taking 
ttle  personal  interest  in  politics.  In  fraternal 
dationship  he  was  at  one  time  an  Odd  Fellow, 
lough  in  his  later  years  he  was  not  active  in 
, ie  working  of  that  organization.  He  also 
elonged  to  the  “Hasty  Pudding  Club,”  of 
oston,  and  retained  his  membership  up  to 
ie  time  of  his  death. 

On  August  3,  1852,  Judge  Pike  was  nuar- 
ed  to  Ellen  M'.  Brainerd,  who  was  born  May 
1,  1823,  only  child  of  Silas  and  Mary  (Males) 
rainerd,  of  Portland,  Conn.,  and  children  as 
>llows  were  born  to  them  : M|iss  Grace  Gbr- 

>n,  residing  in  Middletown,  Conn. ; Nellie 
.,  who  died  January  15,  1861;  Robert  G. 
)'•,  fi'e  subject  proper  of  these  lines;  George 
urtiss,  who  died  January  27,  i860  ; Elizabeth 
rust,  a resident  of  New  York;  Gordon 
rainerd,  an  architect  in  New  York  (he  was 
member  of  the  class  of  1895  at  Yale,  and 
icnt  some  tin  e in  study  abroad)  ; Catherine 
rillin,  also  a resident  of  New  York;  and 
barles  Joseph,  who  studied  abroad,  and  is 
present  an  instructor  in  the  life  class  of 
aryland  Institute,  at  Baltimore;  he  was  one 
tliose  who  submitted  designs  for  the  Grant 
(uestrian  statue  at  Washington,  D.  C.;  his 
ans  received  favorable  mention,  and  were 
c 0,1J.V  ones  submitted  that  could  be  carried 
within  the  subscribed  fund.  The  m'othcr 
this  family  died  Mlarch  3,  1891,  and  hus- 
"d  and  wife  are  interred  in  Greenwood  cem- 
•ry,  Brooklyn. 
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Robert  G.  Pike,  whose  name  opens  this, 
sketch,  was  born  March  11,  1857,  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.  The  foundation  of  his  education 
was  laid  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city, 
after  which  he  attended  Adelphi  Academy 
(now  known  as  Pratt  Institute).  In  1871  he 
was  graduated  jfrom  the  Cheshire  (Conn.) 
Military  Academy,  a famous  institution. 
Then  for  two  years  he  attended  Racine  Col- 
lege, at  Racine,  Wis.,  taking  a course  in  civil, 
engineering.  After  completing  his  college 
course  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in 
Ansonia,  Conn.,  then  for  a few  years  was 
traveling  salesman  for  P.  W.  Turner  in  the 
silk  business.  Later  he  purchased  the  Sentinel 
and  Witness,  a weekly  newspaper  in  Middle- 
toiwn,  Conn,  (now  the  Penny  Press),  which, 
he  successfully  conducted  for  a period.  He 
then  sold  his  interest,  and  afterward  started 
and  for  one  year  conducted  the  Sunday  News, 
which  proved  a success  as  a Sunday  paper.  I11 
1881  he  received  the  appointment  of  civil  en- 
gineer on  the  Connecticut  Shell  Fish  Com- 
mission under  James  P.  Bogart,  a position  he 
held  for  five  years.  While  holding  this  office 
he  was  instrumental  in  establishing  stations 
by  the  triangulation  system,  successfully  used 
in  locating,  surveying  and  buoying  oyster 
grounds.  After  leaving  this  office  he  went  to 
New  York,  being  employed  by  the  State  for 
three  years,  after  which  he  went  to  New  Jer- 
sey where  he  was  engaged  in  real-estate 
development,  building  and  selling  houses. 
Later  he  returned  to  Miiddletown  and  con- 
tinued in  the  same  business  there  in  company 
with  his  father  Robert  G.  Pike,  Sr.  They 
made  a specialty  of  selling  to  the  people  pleas- 
ant and  comfortable  homes,  modern  in  stvle 
and  conveniences,  on  easy  terms.  Recently 
the  Penny  Press  of  Miiddletown  said  : “Ni> 

one  has  done  more  toward  the  development  of 
the  city  in  the  past  few  years  than  Robert 
G.  Pike,  Jr.  Mr.  Pike  has  erected  a number 
of  handsome  cottages  on  high  ground  in  the 
western  part  of  the  city  and  has  provided 
pleasant  homes  for  many  people.  The  loca- 
tion is  one  of  the  most  healthful  in  the  citv, 
noted  for  its  low  death  rate,  and  is  also  one  of 
the  most  sightly.  New  streets  have  been  cut 
through  and  improved,  and  modern  conven- 
iences have  been  provided  for  the  owners  of 
these  buildings.  Minch  property  has  been- 
added  to  the  tax  lists  of  the  citv,  and  surround- 
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ing  property  has  been'  increased  in  value  by  the 
location  there  of  a thriving  community  of 
householders  and  house  owners.” 

On  December  29,  1885,  Mr.  Pike  was  mar- 
ried to>  Miss  Ella  M.  Johnson,  a native  of 
Waterville,  Nova  Scotia.  The  names  and  dates 
of  birth  of  their  children  are  as  fol- 
lows: Robert  G.,  Jr.,  December  26,  1887; 
William)  N.,  August  2,  18909  Dorothy  B., 
M)arch  30,  1893;  and  Sydney,  June  1, 
1896'.  The  parents  are  members  of  Holy 
Trinity  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Pike  is  eligi- 
ble to  the  society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, 
and  in  January,  1898,  he  was  elected  a mem- 
ber of  the  common  council  for  a term  of  two 
years.  In  November,  same  year,  he  was  elect- 
ed to  the  Legislature  from  Middletown,  and 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Fisheries 
and  Game.  He  is  at  present  chairman  of  the 
Rjepublican  town  committee.  In  January, 
1900,  he  was  appointed  street  comtnissioner 
of  Middletown,  and  he  was  reappointed  in 
1901  and  1902.  On  July  1,  1901,  he  was  ap- 
pointed, by  Gov.  George  P.  McLean,  State 
Fish  and  Game  Commissioner  for  a period  of 
two  years.  Mr.  Pike  was  a member  for  two 
terms  of  the  Second  Regiment,  State  militia, 
having  enlisted  twice,  first  time  serving  the 
full  term,  afterward  serving  the  latter  part  of 
the  second  term,  he  having  been  absent  from 
the  State  during  the  earlier  portion  of  the 
time.  1 

JOHN  N.  CLARK.  The  Clark  family, 
to  which  Judge  Clark  belongs,  has  been  estab- 
lished for  many  generations  in  New  England, 
where  it  has  had  many  honorable  and  distin- 
guished representatives. 

John  Clark’s  home  in  England  was  at 
Great  Mundon,  Hertfordshire.  He  settled  in 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  as  early  as  1632,  and  re- 
moved with  Thomas  Hooker  to  Hartford  in 
1636.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Pequot  war 
the  following  year,  and  served  as  a juror  in 
Hartford  in  1641.  In  1649  he  is  noted  in 
such  a way  as  to  indicate  his  removal  to  Say- 
brook.  He  was  one  of  the  nineteen  petitioners 
to  King  Charles  II.  for  the  charter  secured  by 
Gov.  John  Winthrap.  Ini  1647  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  General  Court,  in  company  with 
Capt.  John  Mason,  to  carry  on  the  building  of 
the  fort  at  Saybrook.  Mr.  Clark  was  a large 
landowner.  In  his  old  age  he  removed  to 


Milford,  where  his  brother  George  was  living 
and  there  he  died,  leaving  a.  will  made  i 
1673.  He  married  a Miss  Cooley,  and  ha 
the  following  children:  (1)  John  is  mer 

tioned  below.  (2)  Joseph  was  lost  at  sea.  (3 
Elizabeth  married  Lieut.  William  Pratt,  an 
settled  in  what  is  now  Essex.  (4)  Sarah  mai 
riecl  Deacon  Huntington,  who  removed  to>  No: 
wich  in  1660;  he  was  the  grandfather  of  th; 
Samuel  Huntington  whose  name  appears  cj 
the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

John  Clark,  son  of  John,  in  1650  marrie 
Rebecca  Parker,  and  they  had  two  childrer 
Major  John,  born  in  1655;  and  Samuel,  wl 
married  Mary  Kirtland. 

Major  John  Clark,  born  in  1655,  marrie 
Rebecca  Beaumont  in  1684,  and  they  had  tl 
following  children  : ( 1 ) Rebecca,  born 

1685,  married  Judge  Samuel  Lynde  in  171 
(2)  John,  born  in  1689,  settled  at  Patchogu 
His  children  were  Leramiah  (who  marrie 
Josiah  Nott),  Temperance  (who  married  E 
Bull),  Abigail  (who  married  John  Pratt 
Jerusha,  Sarah  and  John.  (3)  Joseph,  wl 
settled  in  Haddam,  was  born  in  1692,  ai 
married  Lydia  Go-mill.  (4)  Nathaniel,  born 
1694,  is  the  next  in  line  of  descent.  (5)  Ter  > 
perance  was  born  in  1698.  (6)  Samuel,  ben 

in  1702,  and  his  wife  Mary  had  childrem- 
Samuel  (born  in  1723),  Joanna,  Stephen,  Da 
forth  and  Titus. 

Nathaniel  Clark,  born  in  1694,  gradual 
from  Yale  in  1714,  and  prepared  for  the  mi 
istry,  but  did  not  preach.  He  located  on  Mar 
Hill,  in  Ivorytoo,  where  he  owned  all  the  lai 
in  sight,  and  he  built  one  of  the  earliest  sa' 
mills  on  the  stream  at  Ivoryton.  He  was 
surveyor.  His  children  were  John,  Nathan 
(born  in  1716),  William,  Peter,  Andre 
Christopher  and  George  Beaumont. 

Peter  Clark,  born  November  14,  1723,  s«t 
of  Nathaniel,  married  April  17,  1755,  Than 
ful  Pratt,  and  died  May  8,  1814.  His  ch 
dren  were:  Thankful  (born  in  1757),  Miria 
Martha,  Hepzibah,  David,  and  Nathaniel. 

Nathaniel  Clark,  youngest  son  of  Pet 
and  grandfather  of  Judge  Clark,  was  be 
April  25,  1765,  on  Mares  Hill,  near  Ivorytc 
and  died  December  1,  1846.  Hannah  Ch; 
man,  his  wife,  died  April  5,  18^1,  at  the  a j 
of  eighty  years.  Shortly  after  h.is  marria, 
Nathaniel  Clark  rented  the  Elisha  Hart  pla 
at  Saybrook,  on  shares,  and  then  lived  in  1|: 
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ouse  which  is  now  part  of  the  “Coulter' 
otel.”  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  Mov- 
er to  the  neighborhood  of  Oneida,  N.  Y.,  he 
rrchased  a farm  there,  which  he  cultivated 
ght  years,  and  then  returned  to  the  old  home 
Mares  Hill.  Later  he  lived  near  the  Oyster 
ver  bridge,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died., 
hey  were  buried  in  the  Saybrook  Cemetery. 

1 politics  he  was  an  old-faishioned  Democrat, 
id  in  religion  a devout  Congregationalist. 
o Nathaniel  Clark  and  his  wife  were  born 
lie  following  children:  (1)  Nathaniel,  born 

me  14,  1795,  died  March  5,  1876.  (2) 

rastus,  born  August  20,  1797,  died  Septem- 
:r  21,  1841.  He  married  Amelia  Shepard, 
ster  of  Deacon  R.  C.  Shepard,  whose  sketch 
ay  be  found  elsewhere.  She  died  September 
f,  1856,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  the 
other  of  two  children — Erastus,  of  Saybrook; 
id  Sarah,  wife  of  Robert  B.  Chalker.  (3) 
aria  died  when  nineteen  years  old,  and  was 
dried  in  Westbrook.  (4)  David,  who  died 
ily  21,  1891,  married  Abigail  Clark,  who 
ed  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  June  8, 
$71.  (5)  Chapman,  born  in  1804,  died  March 
i,  1875;  he  was  twice  married,  first  to*  Rox- 
ma  Clark,  later  to  Mary  Chapman.  Charles 
Clark,  his  son,  is  mentioned  elsewhere.  (6) 
oily,  who  married  Lewis  Clark,  lived  in| 
hio,  where  she  died  in  1839,  at  the  age  of 
irty-two.  (7)  Emeline  died  March  11,  1847, 
hen  thirty-seven  years  old.  She  married 
farles  E.  L.  Brockway,  and  one  of  their  chil- 
"en  is  now  living  in  East  Haddam.  (8); 
ynthia  Ann  married  John  Bull,  and  died  Jan- 
ry  5,  1841,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six 
ars. 

Nathaniel  Clark,  father  of  John  N.,  and 
e eldest  of  the  above  named  family,  was  born 
what  is  now  known  as  the  “Coulter  House.” 
e accompanied  his  parents  in  their  removal 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  came  back  with 
em  to  Connecticut.  When  lie  was  seven- 
-n  years  of  age  he  began  working  as  a farm- 
for  John  Yale,  in  Meriden,  Conn.,  a direct 
scendant  of  a brother  of  Elihu  Yale.  There 
married  Mr.  Yale’s  daughter  Mary  some 
ars  later.  Her  maternal  grandfather  Ives 
rved  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  was 
rried  on  the  pension  rolls  many  years.  Mrs. 
ary  Clark  died  April  27,  1882,  at  the  age  of 
venty-seven  years.  Nathaniel  Clark  pur- 


chased a share  in  a vessel  on  which  he  began 
coast  trading,  serving  on  board  as  mate.  The 
following  winter  he  attended  a private  school 
in  Westbrook.  In  company  with  his  brother 
Erastus  he  built  two*  vessels  on  Oyster  river, 
and  one  at  Westbrook,  and  for  many  years  fol- 
lowed a seafaring  life,  full  of  adventures  and 
perils.  He  sailed  a packet  from  New  Yorki 
to  Savannah  and  the  Bermuda  Islands,  and 
spent  a winter  on  the  St.  John  river,  in  Florida 
about  the  time  of  the  close  of  the  Seminole 
war.  Losing  heavily  in  the  famous  September 
gale,  he  engaged  in  fishing  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Connecticut  river,  and  later  bought  a farm, 
devoting  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  agricult- 
ure. Mr.  Clark  voted  for  Franklin  Pierce,  and 
later  became  a Republican.  In  religion  he  was 
a member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  His 
children  were  as  follows:  (1)  Elisha  Yale, 

born  January  17,  1829,  married  Mary  Slosson, 
and  was  for  fifty-one  years  a successful  teach- 
er at  Newburgh,  N.  Y. ; he  is  now  a resident  of 
Saybrook.  (2)  John  Nathaniel,  born  Janu- 
ary 14,  1831,  is  mentioned  below.  (3)  Mary 
Ann,  born  September  24,  1837,  married  Hud- 
son E.  Gladwin,  of  West  Haven,  Conn.  (4) 
Henry  Ives,  born  August  16,  1840,  married 
Emma  R.  Chittenden. 

John  Nathaniel  Clark  was  born  in  Say- 
brook, and  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  in  the  academy,  making  such 
progress  that  when  he  was  eighteen  years  old 
he  became  a teacher  himself,  for  twenty-five 
years  following  that  profession  in  Middlesex 
and  New  Haven  counties.  On  January  19. 
1875,  he  was  married  to  Henrietta  Werden, 
a native  of  Richmond,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Hen- 
ry Werden,  and  to  this  union  came:  (1) 

Olive  N.,  born  in  1876,  is  now  at  home;  (2) 
J.  Werden,  born  in  1878,  graduated  from 
Yale;  (3)  Arthur  N.  was  born  in  1881. 

John  Nathaniel  Clark  has  made  his  home 
all  his  life  in  Old  Saybrook,  where  his  career 
has  been  creditable  and  honorable  in  the  ex- 
treme. Early  commanding  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  community,  he  has  been  called 
upon  to  serve  its  interests  in  many  important 
and  responsible  positions.  For  twenty-five 
years  lie  has  been  tax  collector,  and  in  his  time 
has  held  other  town  offices.  For  sixteen  years 
he  held  the  office  of  judge  of  probate,  from 
which  he  retired  in  1901.  having  reached  the 
age  limit.  He  is  widely  known,  not  only  for 
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his  upright  character  and  unusual  business 
abilities,  but  also  for  his  ambition  to>  conduct 
his  office  so  as  to  cause  the  estates  of  the  widow 
and  the  orphan  the  least  expense  and  to  handle 
them  with  the  utmost  expedition. 

Judge  Clark  attends  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  Mrs.  Clark  is  a member, 
He  is  a member  of  the  Grange,  to'  which  he 
has  belonged  since  its  organization.  Taking 
a keen  interest  in  the  mounting  of  birds,  he 
has  mastered  the  art  himself,  and  now  has  one 
of  the  largest  private  collections  in  the  State. 

HEN'RY  SMITH  NOBLE,  M.  D.,  super- 
intendent of  the  Connecticut  Hospital  for  the 
Insane,  at  Middletown,  is  a descendant  in  the 
seventh  generation  from  Thomas  Noble,  who 
founded  one  of  the  old  and  honored  families 
of  New  England. 

Thomas  Noble,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  was 
born  as  early  as  1632,  probably  in  England, 
and  died  in  Westfield,  Mass.,  January  20, 
1704.  Without  doubt  he  was  in  this  country 
prior  to'  1653,  as  on  January  5th,  of  that  year, 
he  is  on  record  as  an  inhabitant  of  Boston. 
The  same  year  he  removed  to'  Springfield, 
Mass,,  and  later  he  was  in  Westfield.  From 
Thomas  Noble  the  line  to  Dr.  Noble  is  as  fol- 
lows: Mark,  1670-1741 ; Noah,  1713-1781; 

Gad,  1739-1823  ; Enoch,  1773-1856;  A.  Smith, 
1800-1886;  Dr.  Henry  Smith,  1845. 

Henry  Smith  Noble  was  born  October  8, 
1845,  at  Hines’burg,  Vt.,  son  of  A.  Smith  and 
Susan  (Patrick)  Noble.  The  'boy  made  full 
use  of  the  common  schools  and  the  academy  of 
his  native  town  in  the  beginning  of  his  educa- 
tion, and  also  of  the  Green  Mountain  Insti- 
tute, at  South  Woodstock,  where  he  was  a 
teacher  while  fitting  himself  for  matriculation 
at  Tufts  College.  He  was  graduated  from 
Tufts  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  in  the  class 
of  1869,  in  which  he  stood  second.  As  a 
young  man  he  had  practical  knowledge  of  hard 
work  in  his  father’s  shop,  and  on  the  farm, 
working  in  the  field  and  doing  the  day’s  work 
along  with  hired  men.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
blacksmith  in  his  father’s  smithy,  and  is  com- 
petent to'  carry  it  on.  It  was  an  idea  of  his 
father  that  every  man  should  have  a trade,  and 
if  reverses  came  it  would  be  always  an  availa- 
ble as  well  as  a valuable  asset. 

Dr.  Noble  began  his  medical  studies  with 
D.  W.  Hazeltown,  at  Cavendish,  Vt.,  in  1869, 
and  took  the  first  course  of  lectures  at  the  Ver- 


mont CTniversity.  He  took  his  second  course 
in  1871  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur 
geons,  in  New  York,  from  which  institutior 
he  received  his  degree  of  Mi.  D.  He  passec 
the  next  year  at  the  Hartford  (Conn.)  Cit) 
Hospital,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profes-  i 
sion  in  1872  at  Chester,  Vt.,  where  he  remainec  j 
until  the  fall  of  1879.  In  1880  Dr.  Noble  was i 
appointed  second  assistant  physician  at  th< ; 
Hartford  Retreat.  In  the  same  year  he  be  t 
cam'e  assistant  physician  at  the  Connecticu  [ 
Hospital  for  the  Insane.  In  1882  he  held  th< 
same  position  at  the  M/ichigan  Hospital  for  the 
Insane,  at  Kalamazoo.  He  returned  to  Con- 
necticut in  1884,  and  became  connected  witl 
the  institution  of  which  he  is  now  superintend 
ent.  The  summer  of  1886  he  spent  in  Europe 
engaged  in  study  and  recreation,  and  while] 
abroad  received  the  appointment  of  first  assist  ] 
ant  in  the  hospital.  In  September,  1898,  h 
was  made  assistant  superintendent  of  the] 
hospital,  and  in  October,  1901,  was  made] 
superintendent.  The  Connecticut  Hospita  | 
for  the  Insane  ait  Middletow-h  is  probablp 
one  of  the  best  known  institutions  of  its  kind 
in  the  United  States,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
largest,  and  it  ranks  very  highly  as  regard , 
good  management.  Dr.  Noble  is  one  of  thi  „ 
oldest  doctors  in  point  of  service  connectey 
therewith.  He  is  a very  modest  manr  mosj 
approachable,  and  his  personal  popularity  i.j 
great. 

Off  March  14,  1871,  Dr.  Noble  was  unitec } 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Edna  J.  Chaffee,  dauglr 
ter  of  John  and  Rose  (Lowell)  Chaffee.  Sh  1 
is  a lady  of  much  ability,  and  possessed  0 
unusual  endowments  as  an  instructor  of  young 
in  the  refinements  and  the  amenities  of  life] 
and  has  won  for  herself  a high  standing  as  aij 
instructor  and  a teacher  in  the  fields  of  litera ; 
ture  and  art,  manifesting  histrionic  ability  0; 
a high  order.  She  has  successfully  taugh 
abroad  as  well  as  in  the  United  States.  He 
pupils  include  noted  artists,  and  a number  0 
celebrities. 

Fraternally  Dr.  Noble  belongs  to  OlivJ 
Branch  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M1.,  at  Chester,  Vi 
He  is  a member  of  the  Middlesex  County  Medi 
cal  Society  and  also  belongs  to  the  America 
Academy  of  Medicine,  and  the  American  Mbdi 
co-Psychological  Association.  The  Doctor  1! 
a man  of  marked  ability  in  his  profession,  an  j 
has  acquired  a National  reputation  as  an  alier 
ist  among  medical  men. 
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CHARLES  F.  BROWNING  (deceased), 
for  many  years  a well-known  and  highly  es- 
eemed  citizen  of  Middletown,  was  born  April 
22,  1822,  in  Griswold,  New  London  Co.,  Con- 
necticut. 

Mr.  Browning  was  a son  of  Hon.  Welcome 
\rnold  Browning,  a prominent  man  in  his  day, 
'who  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Legis- 
ature  two  terms.  This  Browning  family  were 
originally  (in  this  country)  from  Rhode  Isl- 
ind,  coming  in  an  early  day  to  Waterford, 
New  London  Co.,  Connecticut,  the  father  of 
.our  subject  being  the  first  of  the  family  to 
ocate  in  Griswold.  Welcome  A.  Browning 
vas  a large  farmer,  and  the  owner  of  a con- 
iderable  amount  of  land  in  that  town,  situated 
Tout  one  and  one-half  miles  distant  from 
ewett  City.  He  married  Martha  Hull,  daugh- 
ter of  Squire  Latham  Hull,  of  North  Stoning- 
on,  Conn.,  a man  of  wealth  and  a member  of 
prominent  family  in  that  part  of  the  State. 
'0  Welcome  A.  and  Martha  (Hull)  Brown- 
ig  was  born  a numerous  family,  those  who 
eached  adult  age  being  as  follows:  George 

, . went  to-  Vermontville,  Mich.,  and  died 
lere;  Almira  married  Henry  Johnson,  and 
ied  in  Griswold,  Conn. ; Susan  married 
taunton  Browning,  and  died  in  Griswold ; 
lartha,  wife  of  Shepard  Brown,  also  died  in 
■riswold;  Welcome  A.  inherited,  along  with 
ur  subject,  the  home  farm,  and  died  thereon ; 
ad  Charles  F.  is  the  subject  proper  of  these 
nes.  The  parents  of  this  interesting  family 
)th  died  in  Griswold,  the  father  when  over 
‘venty  years  of  age,  the  mother  at  the  ad- 
inced  age  of  eighty-nine.  They  took  an  active 
terest  in  church  work,  with  a leaning  toward 
c Baptist  persuasion,  and  their  home  was  the 
,‘adquarters  in  Griswold  for  ministers  of  all 
“nominations,  hospitality  to  everybody  being 
ie  of  t heir  chief  virtues.  Welcome  A.  Brown- 
' g was  a son  of  Ephraim  Browning,  a Quaker, 
farmer  of  Waterford,  Conn.,  and  at  one  time 
c owner  of  a slave,  to  whom  he  gave  his 
erty. 

f harles  F.  Browning,  whose  name  intro- 
res  these  lines,  was  educated  in  part  at  pri- 
t<“  and  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
part  at  an  academy  in  Jewett  City,  and, 
viug  prepared  for  the  profession  of  teacher, 
TG  school  in  the  town  of  Griswold  for  sev- 
d years.  Up  to  the  age  of  twenty-four  he 

(,|l  at  home,  helping  on  the  farm  when  not 
13 


engaged  in  teaching,  and  then  moved  to  Mid- 
dletown, where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Sanseer  Manufacturing  Company.  With  that 
firm  he  remained  a couple  of  years,  afterward 
for  a short  time,  being  interested  in  the  busi- 
ness conducted  by  the  Ames  & Russell  Manu- 
facturing Company.  We  next  find  Mr.  Brown- 
ing at  Pameacha,  Middlesex  county,  in  part- 
nership with  Alfred  Bemis,  manufacturing 
bone  buttons,  which  industry  they  conducted 
until  the  factory  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
then  Mr.  Browning  removed  to  Meriden. 
Here,  for  six  years,  he  was  superintendent  of 
Edwin  Birdsey’s  bone  button  factory,  at  the 
end  of  that  period,  in  the  fall  of  1855,  return- 
ing to  Middletown,  and  entering  into  partner- 
ship with  the  Sanseer  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, manufacturers  of  iron  castings,  etc. ; he 
remained  in  that  concern,  and  held  various  po- 
sitions, including  that  of  president  of  the  com- 
pany, till  1871,  when  the  business  was  sold. 
For  the  following  twelve  or  fifteen  years  Mr. 
Browning  was  engaged  as  secretary  of  the  N. 
C.  Stiles  Company,  at  Middletown,  and  this 
ended  his  active  business  life.  Yet  he  con- 
tinued to  maintain  equal  interest  in  lines  of 
a more  social  character,  for  he  was  a man 
who  knew  naught  of  inactivity  or  inaction,  his 
entire  life  having  been  a remarkably  busy  one. 
For  over  twenty  years  he  was  closely  identified 
with  the  Connecticut  Industrial  School  for 
Girls,  at  Middletown,  in  the  capacity  of  di- 
rector and  treasurer,  which  position  he  was 
holding  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  he  had 
much  to  do  with  the  erection  of  several  of  the 
buildings,  etc.,  of  that  institution,  including  the 
chapel  and  the  reservoir,  which  were  con- 
structed under  his  supervision,  his  interest  in 
the  school  never  flagging  for  a moment.  By 
taking  advantage  of  the  market,  and  paying 
close  attention,  he  succeeded  in  reducing  the 
cost  of  the  chapel  from  $22,000  to  Sio.^oo. 
For  years  he  was  a director  of  the  old  Hart- 
ford & New  York  Steamboat  Coimpanv;  was 
a director  of  the  Middlesex  Quarrv  Company, 
of  the  Middletown  Ferry  Companv,  and  of  the 
1 Farmers’  & Mechanics’  Savings  Bank:  he  was 
also  a director  and  president  of  the  Middlesex 
Manufacturing  Company  in  its  day. 

Mr.  Browning  was  reared  in  the  ranks  of 
the  old  Democratic  party,  and  continued  a loyal 
supporter  of  same  until  it  abandoned  the  prin- 
ciples of  ‘‘free  soil."  In  1856  he  was  one  of 
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the  few  who  organized  the  Republican  party 
in  Middletown,  and  ever  afterward,  up  to  his 
death,  remained  a steadfast  Republican.  In 
municipal  affairs  he  was  prominent.  He  held 
various  local  offices,  and  filled  them  all  with 
characteristic  zeal  and  ability.  For  nin  - years 
he  served  as  member  of  the  city  council  and 
board  of  aldermen ; for  seven  years  was  a se- 
lectman of  the  town  of  Middletown ; for  nine 
years  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion, and  for  fourteen  years  prior  to  his  death 
was  treasurer  of  the  city  school  district  of 
Middletown.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
while  living  in  his  native  town,  he  served  as 
major  of  the  old  Eighteenth  Connecticut  State 
Militia.  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  al- 
though not  drafted,  he  sent  a substitute  as  a 
representative,  wdiile  he  himself  remained  at 
the  factory,  helping  to  get  out  army  work.  He 
held  many  trusts  during  his  long  useful  life, 
settled  estates,  and  was  always  found  faithful 
and  attentive  to  even  the  smallest  trust.  When 
he  died  he  left  a comfortable  property,  much 
of  it  accumulated  by  his  own  efforts!,  and  his 
name  goes  into  history  as  that  of  a man  of 
sterling  integrity.  Briefly  stated,  Major 
Browning  was  a good,  conservative,  well-read 
business  man ; a pleasing  conversationalist ; an 
interesting  and  at  times  a forcible  speaker;  a’ 
close  observer  of  men  and  affairs ; was  pos- 
sessed of  rare  common  sense  and  judgment;  of 
sterling  New  England  character,  tempered  by 
a kind,  generous  heart;  of  a genial  disposition 
and  pleasant  countenance;  strict  in  political, 
but  liberal  in  religious  views;  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  every  duty,  public  or  private,  and 
fearless  in  the  courage  of  his  convictions ; so- 
ciable, fond  of  anecdote,  a true  friend.  He 
died  June  io,_  1894,  and  his  remains  lie  in  In- 
dian Hill  cemetery.  He  attended  and  contrib- 
uted toward  the  South  Congregational  Church  ; 
socially  he  was  in  younger  days  a member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

On  August  22,  1849,  Charles  F.  Browning 
was  married,  at  Middletown,  to  Sarah  P. 
Lewis,  who  was  born  November  15,  1828,  in 
Middletown,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Elias  and 
Sarah  (Prentice)  Lewis.  Mrs.  Browning  re- 
ceived her  education  in  her  native  city,  attend- 
ing Sidera  Chase’s  School  for  Young  Ladies, 
at  the  corner  of  Court  and  Pearl  streets,  at 
that  time  one  of  the  most  noted  educational  es- 
tablishments for  girls  in  Connecticut.  She  is 


passing  her  declining  years  at  her  home,  No. 
158  South  Main  street,  where  she  and  her  hus- 
band took  up  their  residence  in  1864.  She  is 
a member  of  the  South  Congregational  Church. 

Elias  Lewis,  father  of  Mrs.  Browning,  was 
born  in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  in  August,  1795, 
and  was  the  third  “Elias”  in  the  family.  John 
Lewis,  the  first  in  the  line  of  whom1  we  have 
record,  was  made  a freeman  at  Westerly,  R. 
I.,  in  1668,  Elias  Lewis  (1795)  for  years  was1 
president  of  the  Sanseer  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, and  was  connected  with  that  firm  for  the 
long  period  of  thirty-five  years.  By  his  first 
wife,  Sarah  (Prentice),  who  was  born  in  1798 
in  Griswold,  Conn.,  he  had  one  child,  Sarah 
P.  (Mrs.  Browning).  The  mother  died  in 
1844,  and  for  his  second  wife  Elias  Lewis 
married  Mrs.  Mary  F.  Bound,  widow  of  John 
Bound,  and  daughter  of  John  Fisk,  who  was 
town  clerk  of  Middletown  for  many  years,  and 
a well-known  citizen.  By  this  union  there  was 
no  issue.  Mr.  Lewis  died  in  1862,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Indian  Hill  cemetery. 

CAPT.  THOMAS  STEWART  is  one  of 
the  best  known  vessel  masters  that  ever  came 
out  of  the  Connecticut  river.  Hje  has  clone  serv- 
ice on  the  boat  in  almost  every  capacity  since 
1848,  and  worked  hisi  way  from  a sailor’s  rating 
before  the  mast  to  the  rank  of  captain.  Look- 
ing upon  him,  still  agile  and  active,  the  ob- 
server is  almost  certain  to'  take  him  for  a man 
younger  than  he  is  by  at  least  twenty  years. 

Capt.  Stewart  comes  from  one  of  the  old 
families  of  Middlesex  county,  and  his  forefa- 
thers were  prominent  in  Chatham!  and  Portland 
for  many  generations.  He  was  born  on  the  old 
family  homestead  on  Penfield  Hill,  this  county, 
August  18,  1831,  son  of  Ralph  and  Emeline 
(Somers)  Stewart.  His  mother  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Dudley  and  Tabitha  (Pease)  Somers, 
who>  were  born  June  29,  1769,  and  September 
26,  1776,  respectively.  They  were  the  parents  j 
of  the  following  children : Aurelia,  born 

March  22,  1803,  married  Hector  Stewart,  and 
lived  and  died  in  Portland.  Dudley,  born  Mav| 
8,  1805,  was  a stonemason,  and  lived  and  died 
in  Norwich;  he  left  a large  family.  Caroline, 
and  Emeline,  twins,  were  born  January  14 
1807;  Caroline  married  Ashbell  Bell,  and  lived; 
near  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ; Emeline  was  the  mother  1 
of  Capt.  Stewart.  Lucius,  born  November  7,) 
1813,  died  in  New  Britain,  Conn.,  in  Novem-j 
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er,  1899;  he  was  head  machinist  and  an  in- 
entor  in  Corbin’s  factory.  Dudley  Somers 
/as  a farmer,  and  lived  on  the  Somasick  Hills, 
’ortland.  He  was  a bagpipe  player,  and  was 
ften  seen  and  heard  at  social  gatherings. 

Ralph  Stewart  was  born  in  June,  1802,  in 
'ortland,  Middlesex  county,  and  died  Novem- 
er  7,  1886.  He  had  some  schooling  on  Pen- 
eld  Hill,  and  in  the  Bacon  Academy,  at  Col- 
rester,  and  then  went  to  work  farming  on 
le  old  homestead,  which  his  grandfather 
wned,  and  which  had  fallen  to  his  heirs, 
etsy,  Fanny  and  Clarissa  Stewart,  maid- 
i ladies.  He  married  and  made  a home 
>r  them’  in  their  old  age,  and  when 
ley  passed  away  the  farm  became  his. 
here  he  lived  and  died,  and  there  his  widow 
>sided.  She  died  October  11,  1891,  at  the 
ome  of  her  daughter  in  Colchester.  Mrs. 
tewart  was  a woman  of  remarkable  strength 
id  endurance.  Her  children  were:  Capt. 

homas  is  mentioned  below.  Lucius  is  an 
•ange  grower  at  Redlands,  Cal.;  he  worked 
le  home  farm  for  his  father  a number  of 
, ars,  and  at  the  death  of  that  gentleman  se- 
lred  the  farm  to  himself.  Emma  is  the  wife 
M.  W.  Robinson,  M.  D.,  head  surgeon  of 
e Connecticut  Soldiers’  Home  at  Norot  on, 
id  a man  of  much  professional  repute.  Raloh 
:ewart  was  a Democrat,  but  never  an  office 
eker.  He  was  a nian  of  genial  character, 
a fun-loving  disposition,  and  had  a host  of 
iends.  He  died  after  several  years’  illness,  of 
eeping  paralysis,  and  was  buried  in  the  Cen- 
r cemetery. 

Thomas  Stewart,  grandfather  of  Capt. 
ewart,  was  born  July  10,  1777,  married 
ary  Smith,  and  died  July  13,  1820.  He  was 
■farmer,  and  lived  on  Penfield  Hill.  He  was 
e father  of  the  following  children:  Ralph 

is  the  father  of  Capt.  Thomas.  Harriet  mar- 
:d  a Mr.  Clark,  and  moved  to  Cleveland, 
iio,  where  she  died  at  an  advanced  age. 
mes  was  a tailor  by  trade;  late  in  life  he 
:nt  to  Vermilion  county,  Ind.,  where  he  he- 
me an  extensive  farmer,  and  there  died, 
aria  married  a M'r.  Tuttle,  and  lived  and  died 
Cleveland,  Ohio-.  Plenry  married  D.  Al- 
to Whitmore,  and  died  October  22,  1842; 
was  a merchant,  and  at  one  time  was  post- 
ister  at  Middle  Haddam.  Mary  married! 
1 11  i a m Lewis,  and  died  in  Portland,  Conn, 
illiam  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he 


worked  at  the  trade  of  harnessmaking  for1 
many  years. 

Daniel  Stewart,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Capt.  Stewart,  was  born  in  Colchester, 
Conn.,  April  4,  1745,  son  of  Michael  and 
Margaret  Stewart,  and  died  April  28, 
1826.  On  October  4,  1770,  he  married 

Elizabeth  Stewart,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Elizabeth  (Stewart)  Stewart,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  the  following  named 
children:  James,  born  July  12,  1771,  died 

at  sea  April  13,  1822.  Samuel,  born  Au- 
gust 8,  1772,  died  in  April,  1817.  John,  born 
December  11,  1773,  died  March  30.  1830. 
Daniel,  born  December  24,  1775,  died  Novem- 
ber 9,  1777.  Thomas  was  the  grandfather  of 
Capt.  Thomas.  Elizabeth  and  Daniel,  twins, 
were  born  June  26,  1779;  she  died  October 
1 2th,  and  he  August  13th,  following  their 
birth.  Betsy,  born  August  13,  1780,  died  Oc- 
tober 12,  1873.  Peggy  was  born  May  26, 
1782.  Clarissa,  born  January  6,  1784,  died 
June  30,  1861.  Fanny,  born  December  6, 
1786,  died  November  3,  1865.  Susanna,  born 
December  13,  1788,  died  December  29,  1788, 
Daniel  Stewart  was  a school  teacher,  and  a man 
of  much  character;  he  taught  in  what  is  now 
Portland  as  far  back  as  1768.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  Revolution,  and  Capt.  Stewart  now  has 
his  sword.  His  father,  Michael  Stewart,  d:ed 
November  27,  1782. 

Capt.  Stewart  attended  the  Penfield  Hill 
school,  and  Lucius  Waldo,  Evelyn  Overton 
and  Mr.  Whitmore  were  numbered  among  his 
earlier  teachers.  Evelyn  Overton  also  taught  a 
select  school  in  the  parlor  of  the  home  of 
Solomon  Edwards,  which  he  attended.  He 
was  reared  as  a farmer  boy,  and  as  he  was  the 
eldest  son  in  the  family  he  early  bore  his  full 
share  of  the  family  cares.  At  seventeen  he 
entered  upon  the  career  in  which  he  has  been  so 
successful,  going  out  with  Capt.  Russell  Pen- 
field  as  a sailor  before  the  mast  on  the  schooner 
“Undine,”  which  was  engaged  in  carrying 
stone  from  the  Portland  quarries,  and  in  the 
coast-wise  trade.  The  following  season  the 
young  man  sailed  with  the  “Silas  Brainard,” 
Capt.  TTilliard,  also  a coast-trader,  taking  out 
Portland  quarry  stone.  The  same  season  he 
shipped  on  the  “Trumbull,”  a vessel  of  1,350 
tons,  one  of  the  largest  ships  of  her  time.  She 
was  a curiosity  in  every  port  where  she  touched. 
She  sailed  from  New  York,  under  the  com- 
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mand  of  Capt.  William  D.  Smith,  a great- 
uncle  of  the  subject  of  this  article.  Capt. 
Stewart  was  in  the  ship's  forecastle  about  three 
years,  and  then  became  third  mate.  From  the 
“Trumbull”  he  went  into  the  service  of  the 
Black-Ball  Line,  then  the  leading  line  of  trans- 
Atlantic  vessels  plying  between  New  York  and 
Liverpool,  and  acted  in  various  capacities  up 
to  second  mate,  being  with  the  line  for  some 
fifteen  years.  After  this  long  period  of  time 
he  went  back  to  the  “Trumbull,”  and  sailed 
around  the  world  twice  in  that  vessel  as  mate. 
He  went  from  Boston  to  New  Zealand  and 
Callao,  Peru,  and  from  there  to  Liverpool,  re- 
turning to  New  York.  His  second  voyage  was 
from1  New  York  to  New  Zealand,  sailing 
around  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  returning 
by  Cape  Horn, 

Leaving  the  “Trumbull”  after  some  five 
years’  service  Capt.  Stewart  found  employ- 
ment with  other  ships  for  a time,  and  then  en- 
tered the  coasting  trade,  in  which  he  has  been 
engaged  for  twenty-five  vears,  all  but  three 
years  of  this  time  on  the  schooner  “Gen.  Sheri- 
dan.” She  was  never  sailed  a mile  or  a day 
without  Capt.  Stewart  on  board  and  in  com- 
mand, a record  almost  unequalled.  . Capt. 
Stewart  is  at  present  engaged  on  the  “Helen 
Augusta,”  sailing  from  Portland.  • 

The  Captain  was  married  in  Moodus,  July 

24,  1859,  t°  Miss  Emeline  Hurlbut,  who*  was 
born  in  Portland  October  13,  1833,  daughter 
of  Job  and  Cornelia  ( Stocking)  Hurlbut ; her 
mother  was  a daughter  of  Elijah  and  Polly 
( Sage)  Stocking.  To  this  union  came  one  son, 
William,  who‘  was  born' August  5,  1861,  and  is 
now  living  in  Portland.  He  was  married  Jan- 
uary 12,  1887,  to  Miss  Esther  Sharpies,  a na- 
tive of  Portland,  born  June  5,  1864,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Ferguson)  Sharpies, 
Her  father  came  from  England,  and  her  mother 
from  Scotland.  One  daughter,  Emeline,  was 
also  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Stewart, 
on  July  31.  1865  ; she  died  November  23,  1872. 
Mrs.  Emeline  Stewart  died  August  13,  1868, 
and  was  buried  in  Center  cemetery,  at  Portland. 
She  was  a Methodist  in  religious  faith,  and  a 
lady  of  many  attractive  qualities.  On  January 

25,  1870,  Capt.  Stewart  married  Miss  Mary 
J.  Mehaffey,  a native  of  Portland,  who'  died 
October  1,  1877.  There  were  no  children  by 
this  marriage.  The  third  wife  of  Capt.  Stew- 
art, Miss  Emma  F.  Strickland,  was  a daughter 


of  Norcott  Strickland.  They  were  married 
February  25,  1879,  and  she  died  February  24, 
1895,  leaving  no  children.  Capt.  Stewart  had 
a home  in  the  beginning  of  his  domestic  career 
on  Penfield  Hill,  and  lived  there  several  years. 
He  moved  to^  Portland  many  years  ago,  and 
has  an  excellent  home  on  Spring  street.  He 
has  among  his  heirlooms  a silver  tankard  that 
has  been  in  the  family  for  generations. 

The  Captain  has  been  a Prohibitionist  for 
fifteen  years,  from  the  impulse  of  sound  con- 
victions. Fraternally  he  is  a Mason  and  a 
charter  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  at  Port- 
land; he  belongs  to  the  Temple  of  Honor  at 
Portland,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  men  in  that 
society.  In  religious  connection  he  is  a Meth- 
odist, and  has  been  an  active  worker  in  that 
church  for  many  years.  He  is  an  honorable 
Christian  man,  as  fine  a specimen  of  well  pre- 
served manly  vigor  as  may  often  be  found,  and 
is  respected  by  all. 

Capt.  Stewart  was  ill  with  the  yellow  fever 
in  New  Orleans,  in  1857.  When  he  was  taken 
down  he  weighed  185  pounds,  and  when  he 
could  leave  his  berth  again  he  weighed  139 
pounds.  He  recalls  it  as  an  uncanny  experi- 
ence that  when  he  was  ill  in  his  bunk  on  board 
ship  he  could  look  out  of  his  window  and  see 
cartloads  of  the  victims  of  the  plague  being 
ferried  over  the  river  to  the  cemetery  in  Al- 
giers. They  were  buried  in  a great  trench.  It 
was  his  grit  and  will  power,  together  with 
his  splendid  constitution,  that  enabled  him  to 
recover. 

HON.  RICHARD  PRATT  SPENCER. 

A good  name  is  the  best  heritage  that  a man 
can  leave  to  his  son,  and  when  it  is  not  only  i 
one  free  from  stain  of  any  kind,  and  honored 
by  contemporaries,  but.  is  also  one  which  has 
appeared  in  history  for  centuries,  connected  j 
with  nobility,  bravery  and  uprightness;  when  j 
its  possessors  are  accounted  among  the  great 
of  the  earth,  then  is  the  gift  above  any  price, 
Hon.  Richard  Pratt  Spencer,  the  distinguished 
gentleman  whose  life  history  is  briefly  touched  j 
upon  within  these  pages,  bears  a name  well 
known,  not  only  in  America  but  in  England, 
where  it  can  be  traced  back  to  the  time  of  the 
Norman  William  himself.  The  name  of  Spen-  ; 
cer  is  derived  from  the  Latin  noun  dispensator,  1 
or  steward,  the  original  holder  of  the  name  in  , 
England  being  Robert  Dispensator  (or  Robert  : 
le  dispenseur,  according  to  the  French  nomen- 
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clature),  who  was  attached  to  the  household 
of  William  the  Conqueror. 

The  family  of  Spencer  was  raised  to  the 
Peerage  by  James  I,  the  title  of  Lord  Spencer 
of  Wormleighton  having  been  conferred,  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  that  monarch,  upon  one  of  the 
name,  who  became  connected  with  the  famous 
Duke  of  Marlborough  by  marriage  with  Lady 
Annam,  second  daughter  and  co-heir  of  John 
Churchill : the  title  of  Earl  of  Sutherland  was 
also  bestowed  upon  one  of  this  family,  and 
these  are  still  borne  by  members  thereof.  The 
arms  of  the  Spencer  family,  described  by  Col- 
lins, denote  their  ancient  origin  and  nobility. 

Richard  P.  Spencer  traces  his  line  directly 
to  Michael  Spencer,  who  was  a landholder  in 
Stotfold,  England,  and  who,  according  to  the 
Edworth  (Bedfordshire)  Register,  was  mar- 
ried January  25,  1555,  to  Annis  Linde.  To  this 
union  came:  John,  born  in  1557,  who  died  in 
1558,  and  Michael,  born  in  1558,  who  died  in 
1568.  The  mother  of  these  dying,  Michael 
Spencer  married  again,  his  second  wife  being 
named  Elizabeth,  and  their  son  was  Gerrard 
(or  Garrard),  who,  the  Stotfold  Register 
states,  was  baptized  May  20,  1576.  Gerrard 
Spencer  was  the  father  of  four  sons,  William, 
1 hornas,  Michael  and  Garrard,  all  of  whom 
came  to  this  country  in  1633-34.  There  is  evi- 
dence that  William  or  Thomas  was  here  in 
1631.  The  youngest  son,  Garrard  Spencer, 
was  born  in  1610,  and  was  the  ancestor  of 
Richard  P.  Lie  first  settled  at  Newtown  (now 
Cambridge),  Mass.,  where  he  became  a land- 
owner in  1634.  He  moved  thence  to  Lynn, 
same  State,  where  in  1638  he  was  granted  a 
franchise  for  a ferry.  Lie  also  served  as  grand 
juror  and  as  ensign  of  the  militia  company. 
In  1660  he  removed  to  Hartford,  and  in  1662, 
according  to  the  history  of  Rev.  Dr.  Field,  be- 
came one  of  the  twenty-eight  original  proprie- 
tors of  the  town  of  Haddam.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  committee  chosen  to  settle  the  bound- 
ary dispute  between  the  towns  of  Haddam  and 
Saybrook,  and  represented  the  town  of  Had- 
dam in  the  General  Court  at  Hartford,  in  1675, 
1678,  167Q,  i98o  and  [683.  lie  and  his  wife, 
Hannah,  were  probably  married  in  Lynn, 
Mass.,  or  in  that  vicinity.  They  had  eleven 
children,  lie  was  a landowner  and  left  a will, 
and  these  children  are  all  mentioned,  viz. : John, 
Hannah,  Alice,  Mehitable,  Thomas,  Samuel, 
William,  Nathaniel,  Rebecca,  Ruth  and 
Timothy. 


Thomas  Spencer,  son  of  Garrard,  married 
Elizabeth,  youngest  daughter  of  James  and 
Ann  (Withington)  Bates,  according  to  Good- 
win. In  1678  he  removed  to  Westbrook  (town 
of  Savbrook),  Conn.,  from  Haddam,  was  voted 
an  inhabitant  of  Savbrook  town  December  8, 
1687,  and  from  him  descended  nearly  all  of  that 
name  now  living  in  Saybrook,  Westbrook,  Old 
Saybrook  and  Essex.  He  died  February  3,1699- 
1700,  but  the  date  of  his  wife’s  death  is  not 
known.  Their  children  were  : Jared,  born  Oc- 
tober 8,  1673,  at  Haddam;  Thomas,  born  April 
1,  1679,  at  Saybrook;  and  Caleb,  born  January 
19,  1695-96. 

Caleb  Spencer,  son  of  Thomas,  was  twice 
married.  He  and  his  first  wife,  Hannah,  were 
joined  in  wedlock  July  29,  1719,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Joseph,  born  April  18,  1720; 

Mary,  September  19,  1721  ; Caleb,  December  8, 
1724;  Hannah,  February  13,  1727;  Lemuel, 
March  14,  1729  (died  March  30,  1729)  ; John, 
February  11,  1730;  Sarah,  February  21,  1731- 
32  ; Jemima,  August  3,  1734. 

Joseph  Spencer,  son  of  Caleb,  married,  in 
1743,  Lvdia,  daughter  of  Paybody  and  Ruth 
(Nettleton)  Grinnell,  who  was  born  August  \ 
28,  1723,  and  was  a descendant  of  John  and 
Priscilla  Alden.  Joseph  Spencer  died  Febru- 
ary 18,  1810,  and  his  wife  died  November  26, 
1810.  Their  children  were:  Joseph,  born 

August  12,  1744;  Daniel,  born  February  2, 
1746;  Lydia,  born  February  22,  1748;  Ruth, 
born  February  2,  1750;  Hannah,  bom  January 
31,  1753;  George,  born  June  17.  1755;  Mary, 
born  January  11,  1757;  Nabby,  born  May 
4,  1761  (died  March  26,  1764)  ; Peter, 

born  August  31,  1763;  Phebe.  born  May 
26,  1767. 

Joseph  Spencer,  son  of  Joseph,  was  twice 
married,  first,  November  2,  1768  to  Elizabeth 
Clark,  who  was  torn  April  9,  1748,  daughter 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Williams)  Clark.  She 
died  June  25,  1777.  aged  twenty-nine.  Their 
children  were:  Nabby.  born  January  14.  1770; 
Elizabeth,  born  March  26.  1772;  Hester,  born 
June  24,  1777.  Joseph  Spencer  was  married 
( second)  July  5,  1780.  to  Lucy  Post,  born  Jan- 
uary 4,  1746,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary 
(Colt)  Post.  Joseph  Spencer  died  November 
1 5,  1793.  and  Lucy,  his  second  wife,  died  Jan- 
uary 1,  1834.  They  had  five  children:  Joseph, 
born  May  1,  1781;  Ezra,  December  2<).  1782; 
David.  December  16,  1785;  George  ( father  of 
Richard  P.  Spencer),  October  6,  1787;  and 
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Lucy,  September  6,  1789  (died  October  31, 

1793)- 

Deacon  George  Spencer,  the  father  of  Rich- 
ard P.,  was  born  in  Westbrook  October  6, 
1787.  He  married  Julia  Pratt,  a daughter  of 
Comfort  and  Susannah  (Tiley)  Pratt,  of  Pau- 
topaug,  now  Essex,  and  there  were  born  to 
them  six  children : George  Tiley,  born  No- 
vember 6,  1814,  who  resides  at  Corning,  N. 
Y.,  ex-judge  of  Steuben  county;  Julia,  who 
died  young;  Richard  Pratt,  born  February  12, 
1820;  Julia  Minerva,  born  November  27,  1822, 
widow  of  Dr.  Ambrose  Pratt;  Jane  Elizabeth, 
born  February  23,  1825,  widow  of  J.  W.  Mar- 
vin, of  Deep  River  ; and  Susan  Augusta,  born 
February  16,  1829,  wife  of  Rev.  Charles  H. 
Bullard,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  The  father  was, 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  associated 
with  the  manufacture  of  ivory  combs,  having 
been  an  active  partner  in  the  firm  of  George 
Read  & Co.,  of  Deep  River.  He  was  a man 
of  strong  religious  convictions,  endowed  with 
great  strength  of  mind  and  character,  and  re- 
tained his  extraordinary  mental  vigor  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  at  the  great  age  of  nearly 
ninety-one  years. 

On  the  maternal  side  Mr.  Spencer  is  de- 
scended from  Lieut.  William  Pratt,  who  came 
from  Hertfordshire,  England,  to  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  in  1633.  He  thence  removed  to  Hart- 
ford in  1636,  as  one  of  the  original  proprietors, 
and  finally  settled  in  Pautopaug  (now  Essex), 
Conn.  He  was  a member  of  the  General  Court 
in  Hartford  from  1666  to  1678,  and  was  one 
of  the  largest  landowners  of  his  time. 

Richard  Pratt  Spencer  was  born  in  Deep 
River,  town  of  Savbrook,  in  what  is  now  known 
as  Savbrook,  February  12,  1820.  Until  he  was 
twelve  he  attended  the  district  schools  of  the 
home  neighborhood,  and  then  went  from  home 
to  attend  the  academy  at  Madison,  Conn.  He 
subsequently  went  to  school  at  Berlin,  Conn., 
finishing  in  the  academy  at  Belchertown,  Mass. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen,  on  leaving  school,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  George  Read  & Co.,  man- 
ufacturers of  combs  and  ivory  goods,  of  which 
firm  his  father  was  a member,  continuing  there 
until  soon  after  becoming  of  age,  when  he  was 
taken  into  partnership.  Afterward  he  with- 
drew from  the  firm,  and  with  Ulysses  and 
Alexis  Pratt  formed  a partnership  under  the 
style  of  Pratt,  Spencer  & Co.,  for  the  manu- 
facture of  fancy  ivory  turnings  and  later  ivory 
piano  keys,  etc.  In  1850  Mr.  Spencer  disposed 


of  his  interest  in  this  business,  soon  afterward 
removing  to  Corning,  N.  Y.,  where  he  em- 
barked in  the  banking  business.  In  1866  after 
a successful  career  in  New  York  State,  he  re- 
turned to  Deep  River,  and  was  soon  after- 
ward elected  to  the  position  of  president  of 
the  Deep  River  National  Bank,  which  he  still 
retains.  The  length  of  his  term  of  service  in 
this  capacity  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  abil- 
ity he  has  displayed  in  the  successful  discharge  , 
of  his  duties.  For  two  years  Mr.  Spencer  was 
treasurer  of  the  Deep  River  Savings  Bank.  In 
all  of  his  business  enterprises  he  has  been  uni- 
formly successful,  proving  himself  a man  of 
great  financial  ability,  good  judgment,  high 
sense  of  honor,  one  in  whose  hands  may  safely 
be  trusted  the  great  financial  secrets  of  the  in- 
stitution of  which  he  is  the  honored  chief.  His 
courtesy  and  admirable  personal  traits  have 
also  been  marked  factors  in  his  successful  ca- 
reer. 

Except  upon  one  occasion  Mr.  Spencer  has 
taken  no  active  part  in  politics.  In  1882  and 
1883  he  represented  the  Twenty-first  District 
in  the  State  Senate.  During  the  first  session 
he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Fisher- 
ies, and  in  the  second  session  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  Banks.  He  supported  the 
Whig  party  until  the  formation  of  the  Repub- 
lican, of  whose  principles  he  is  a sturdy  advo- 
cate, though  he  has  never  been  active  in  politi- 
cal circles. 

On  May  i£,  1850,  Mr.  Spencer  married 
Clarissa  Chapman,  daughter  of  George  H.  and 
Lucia  (Tully)  Chapman,  of  Savbrook;  by  this 
union  he  had  no  children.  Mrs.  Spencer’s 
death  occurred  December  16,  1871.  On  Febru- 
ary 28,  1877,  Mr.  Spencer  married  Juliana 
Selden,  daughter  of  Richard  L.  and  Sarah 
(Loper)  Selden  of  Hadlyme,  Conn.,  the  form-; 
er  a descendant  of  Col.  Selden,  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame.  Mrs.  Selden  was  a daughter  of 
Rev.  Stephen  Alonzo'  Lopor,  a graduate  oi 
Bowdoin  College,  who  became  a Congrega- 
tional minister,  serving  in  the  churches  al 
Higganum  and  Hadlyme  for  many  years.  He 
died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Richarc 
L.  Selden.  Mr.  Selden  is  a leading  resident 
of  Hadlyme.  His  father,  Richard  E.  Selden 
according  to  records  found  in  the  church  ai 
Hadlyme,  was  a graduate  of  Yale  College,  anc 
was  a farmer  and  leading  man  of  his  day  ir 
Hadlyme,  where  he  died. 

To  Richard  P.  and  Juliana  (Selden)  Spen 
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cer  have  come  three  children  : ( 1 ) Richard 

Selden,  born  February  15,  1878  was  educated 
in  private  schools  in  Hartford  and  Lakeville, 
Conn.,  and  prepared  in  same  for  Yale  College, 
from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1901.  He  is  now  in  the  employ  of  the 
Erie  Iron  Works,  at  Erie,  Pa.  (2)  Florence 
Elizabeth,  born  at  Deep  River  February  29, 
1880,  was  educated  at  home  under  private 
teachers,  and  spent  one  year  in  a select  school 
it  Neuchatel,  Switzerland.  (3)  George  Sel- 
den, born  May  27,  1884,  attended  for  two 
'years  the  Lakeville  (Conn.)  preparatory 
school,  studied  one  year  under  a tutor,  and 
s now  a student  at  Yale  University,  class  of 
[905.  In  the  beautiful  residence  Mr.  Spencer 
ras  erected  he  and  his  charming  wife  dispense 
.1  generous  hospitality,  and  have  surrounded 
hemselves  with  every  comfort.  Their  library 
s a good  collection  of  books,  carefully  selected, 
ind  contains  many  rare  editions.  Mr.  Spencer 
las  no  social  affiliations  outside  of  his  mem- 
>ership  in  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society, 
md  the  New  England  Genealogical  Society  of 
Boston,  preferring  the  companionship  of  his 
amily  to  the  privileges  of  the  fashionable  clubs 
md  societies. 

GEORGE  REDFIELD  FINLEY,  who 
or  years  was  a very  important  factor  in  the 
msiness  life  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county, 

. well-known  and  highly  respected  man,  died 
\pril  18,  1885. 

Mr.  Finley  was  born  in  October,  1820,  at 
-1  inton,  Conn.,  son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Red- 
ield)  Finley.  The  father  was  a sailmaker  by 
fade,  and  followed  same  in  Clinton,  Conn., 
diere  lie  was  born  and  married,  and  where  hej 
'tiried  his  wife.  The  children  of  their  family 
.ere:  Martha  married  John  Hills,  of  Middle- 
>wn,  and  died  in  that  city;  John,  a sailor,  was 
rowned  at  sea;  George  R.  is  our  subject  j 
rancis  K.,  a mechanic,  worked  in  Meridenl 
>r  a number  of  years;  Cornelia  married  John 
helley,  of  Durham;  other  children  died  in  in-* 
mcy.  John  Finley,  the  father,  died  on  Uong 
darnl,  where  lie  resided  during  his  latter  years. 

George  R.  Finley  had  scarcely  entered  his 
■cns  when  he  suffered  the  loss  of  his  mother, 
nd  went  to  live  with  her  brother,  George  Red- 
eld.  He  attended  school,  and  when  about 
'ghteen  returned  to  Clinton,  where  lie  re- 
lained  until  his  marriage.  When  a young* 
ian  he  worked  on  the  farm  until  lie  obtained 


sufficient  money  to  purchase  a team,  after 
which  he  peddled  “Yankee  notions”  for  somd 
years,  very  successfully.  Iru  1842  occurred  hiS 
marriage,  after  which  he  located  in  Durham, 
though  he  still  continued  his  trips  about  the 
country  with  his  wagon,  buying  his  stock  from 
the  store  of  Henry  Coe.  Tiring  of  this  life, 
however,  in  1847,  Mr.  Finley  removed  to  Mid- 
dletown, and  engaged  with  the  Douglas 
Pump  Company,  but  an. attack  of  sickness  ne- 
cessitated a (change  of  occupation,  and  he 
opened  a cigar  and  tobacco  store.  Ini  the  fall 
of  1862,  feeling  that  his  country  had  a claim1 
upon  him,  Mr.  Finley  became  a private  in  Com1* 
pany  D,  Twenty-fourth  Connecticut  Regiment, 
enlisting  for  nine  months,  but  his  term  of  serv- 
ice extended  over  thirteen  months.  After  his 
honorable  discharge  he  returned  to  Middle- 
town  and  conducted  a restaurant,  his  place  of 
business  being  next  door  to  the  Middlesex 
building  on  Main  street.  After  a number  of 
successful  years  in  this  line  ill  health  obliged 
Mr.  Finley  to  retire,  but  unfortunately  rest 
and  the  best  of  medical  care  could  not  save  him, 
and  he  passed  away  in  1885,  deeply  mourned- 
by  a large  circle  of  friends,  A beautiful  monu- 
ment in  Indian  Hill  cemetery  marks  his  last 
resting-place. 

Although  a stanch  Republican,  Mr.  Finley 
believed  that  he  demonstrated  his  patriotism 
sufficiently  as  a private  citizen,  and  would  not 
assume  the  responsibilities  of  office.  Beginning 
his  business  career  with  nothing  but  his  own 
pluck,  courage  and  industry,  with  the  aid  of  his 
good  wife,  he  prospered,  and  left  behind  him 
a comfortable  fortune,  including  the  brick  resi- 
dence on  Crescent  street,  where  he  died,  which 
was  completed  in  May,  1873.  Modest  and  re- 
tiring in  disposition,  Mr.  Finley  believed  in 
attending  strictly  to  his  own  affairs,  and,  by 
not  interfering  in  the  business  of  other  people, 
made  and  retained  many  friends.  For  many, 
years  lie  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  to  the  last  enjoyed  the  con- 
solation of  his  religious  belief. 

On  May  9,  1842,  Mr.  Finley  was  married, 
in  Westbrook.  Conn.,  to  Miss  Rachel  Kelsey, 
a native  of  Clinton.  Conn.,  born  January  6, 
1820,  daughter  of  Jerry  and  Hannah  (Mer- 
rells)  Kelsey;  her  father  was  a farmer.  Mrs. 
Finley  was  one  of  nine  children,  viz. : Ora  died 
in  childhood ; Alva  died  when  about  twenty-* 
one;  Ora  (2)  married  Elisha  Platts,  of  West- 
brook, Conn. ; Edward  died  at  the  age  of  twen- 
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ty-four ; Richard,  a miller,  died  at  Clinton,  aged! 
fifty-nine;  Frances  died  at  Clinton,  aged  sev- 
enty-eight; Emily  married  Spencer  Platts, 
of  Westbrook,  Conn.;  Rachel  is  Mrs.  Finley; 
Benjamin  died  when  thirty-three,  at  Clinton, 
being  struck  by  a tree. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Finley  had  one  daughter,  of 
whom  they  might  well  be  proud,  Frances 
Elizabeth,  born  February  9,  1844.  She  en- 
joyed excellent  advantages  for  education,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  James  Henry  Eastman,  gen- 
eral superintendent  of  four  of  the  penal  in- 
stitutions at  Howard,  R.  L,  and  one  of  the 
best  known  men  in  his  line  in  that  State,  as 
well  as  in  Connecticut,  having  been  connected 
with  the  Meriden  Reform  School  for  Boys,  and 
also  with  the  Connecticut  Industrial  School  for 
Girls,  at  Middletown;  for  ten  years  he  was 
superintendent  of  the  State  Institution  at! 
Jamesburg,  N.  J.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eastman, 
have  four  children : George  L.,  of  Danbury, 

Conn. ; Frank  Gaylord,  a physician  of  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  who  has  one  child,  Jame3 
H. ; Alice  May,  wife  of  Edward  Trowbridge  of 
Providence,  who  has  three  children,  Charles, 
Ruth  and  Edward ; and  Grace. 

Mrs.  Finley,  although  now  over  eighty-two 
years  of  age,  is  very  well  preserved,  and  in 
possession  of  her  faculties.  For  sixty-six) 
years  she  has  been  a consistent  member  of  thd 
Methodist  Church.  Throughout  the  com- 
munity where  she  has  resided  so  many  years' 
she  is  highly  respected,  and  has  lived  toi  see 
her  grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren 
grow  up  about  her. 

SAMUEL  MERRITT  COMSTOCK  ( de- 
ceased). The  Comstocks,  or  Van  Comstocks, 
as  the  name  was  originallv  written  bv  the  Ger- 
man ancestors,  trace  their  history  back  nine 
generations  previous  to  1547,  when  Charles 
Van  Comstock  went  from  Germany  to  Eng- 
land. In  the  very  earliest  history  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  of  Old  Saybrook  in  particular,  we 
find  the  familv  thoroughly  associated  with  the 
military,  religious  and  social  advancement  of 
the  settlement.  Descendants  of  the  same  line 
still  reside  in  and  about  New  London,  while 
others  of  the  familv  located  in  the  western 
part  of  the  State.  The  members  of  this  Co- 
lonial family  now  living  in  Middlesex  county 
descend  from  a line  of  Samuels,  that  name  hav- 
ing been  prominent  in  the  family  for  a num- 
ber of  generations. 


Samuel  Comstock,  the  great-grandfather  ol ! 
several  of  the  Ivoryton  families  of  that  name 
was  a man  of  considerable  military  renown.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  he  enlisted  in  the  Frenci 
and  Indian  war,  and  he  served  under  Wolfe  in 
the  Canadian  invasion.  Tradition  says  that  he  i 
was  wounded  by  a skulking  Indian,  and  re-  j 
turned  to  camp,  complaining  that  he  did  not ! 
feel  quite  right,  as  the  wind  blew  threw  him.  i 
the  bullet  having  passed  through  his  shoulder,  i 
but  that  was  the  last  shot  that  Indian  ever; 
made.  When  the  war  for  independence  broke 
out  he  enlisted  from  the  town  of  Saybrook  un- ! 
der  Col.  Parsons,  in  the  first  authorized  call 
for  troops,  serving  in  the  Sixth  regiment,  with 
Capt.  John  Ely,  and  remaining  in  the  Patriot 
army  during  the  whole  eight-years  struggle, 
only  returning  to  his  home  after  they  had  suc- 
ceeded in  throwing  off  the  yoke  of  England.! 
In  1817  the  new  government  recognized  hisj 
services,  and  he  was  granted  a pension.  While ; 
in  Canada  he  became  acquainted  with  a Miss; 
Merritt,  whom  he  married  and  brought  to  his  1 
Saybrook  home,  and  to  this  union  came  a nu-  i 
merous  family;  the  eldest  son  was  killed  in! 
the  massacre  at  Fort  Trumbull,  near  New  Lon-j 
don. 

Samuel  Comstock,  the  grandfather  of  the 
Ivoryton  families,  was  born  in  that  part  of  the 
town  of  Essex  commonly  spoken  of  as  the! 
Pettipaug  Quarter,  and  there  always  had  his 
home.  He  was  captain  of  a vessel  in  the  j 
West  Indies  trade.  He  married  Rebecca  Car- 
ter, of  North  Madison,  whom  he  first  met  at 
the  Baptist  Church  at  Winthrop,  where  they! 
both  attended,  and  to  this  union  were  born  ten, 

children:  Marshall,  John,  , William,  Jo- 1 

seph  Arnold,  Sarah,  Laura,  Nancy,  Samuel 
Merritt  and  M'ehi  table.  John  and  his  next' 
brother  in  the  order  of  birth  moved  to  Iowa.  I 
The  old  inhabitants  of  Essex  still  remember; 
the  tales  told  by  the  grandfather  of  our  subject; 
when  they  were  children,  through  the  long 
winter  evenings,  and  the  Revolutionary  war! 
was  to  them  as  is  the  Civil  war  to  the  children 
of  the  present. 

Samuel  Merritt  Comstock,  the  honored  sub- 
ject of  this  review,  was  a son  of  Samuel  and 
Rebecca  Comstock,  and  was  born  August  14, 
1809,  in  that  part  of  Pettipaug  parish  now 
known  as  Ivoryton,  in  the  present  town  of  Es-‘ 
sex.  Enjoying  the  usual  advantages  of  a corn-; 
mon  school  education,  he  commenced  early  in | 
life  to  earn  his  own  living.  When  twenty 
years  of  age  he  went  to  work  in  the  comb  fac-j 
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ory,  located  on  the  present  site  of  the  Connecti- 
ut  Valley  Manufacturing  Company’s  plant, 
nd  there' acquired  a knowledge  of  the  details 
f the  business,  and  doubtless  saw,  at  that  time, 
here  improvements  could  be  made  in  the  pro- 
ess  of  manufacture.  In  1834  he  commenced 
le  manufacture  of  screw  drivers  in  company 
•ith  Joseph  A.,  his  brother,  and  Edwin  Gris- 
old, in  the  building  now  occupied  by  the  Com- 
ock, Cheney  & Co.  The  business  proving 
^profitable,  it  was  discontinued  at  the  end  of 
x months,  and  the  building  was  fitted  up 
ith  new  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of 
Jmbs  and  ivory  goods.  In  this  line  Mr.  Com- 
ock had  ample  opportunity  for  the  display  of 
s inventive  genius  and  mechanical  ingenuity, 
d methods  were  discarded,  and  improvements, 
the  way  of  labor-saving  machinery,  substi- 
ted.  The  old-fashioned  toothpicks  and  fine- 
oth  combs  were  at  that  time  about  the  only 
ings  manufactured  from  ivory,  but  the  pro- 
ic  brain  of  Mr.  Comstock  was  continually  at 
Drk,  devising  new  plans  and  opening  new 
Ids  for  utilizing  the  material  and  economiz- 
g the  cost  of  production.  No  sooner  was  a 
w article  of  manufacture  decided  upon  by 
e firm  than  his  inventive  genius  contrived  the 
hhod  for  its  production. 

Mr.  Comstock  had  a thoroughly  practical 
nd,  had  no  visionary  theories,  and  his  plans 
■re  put  into  immediate  execution  as  fast  as 
'ey  were  developed.  In  1847  he  sold  his  in- 
1 est  in  and  severed  his  connection  with  the 
1 'instock  & Griswold  Company,  and,  having 
) rchased  the  water  privileges  now  used  by  the 
1 instock,  Cheney  & Co.,  started  in  the  same 
1 siness  alone.  Later  he  associated  with  him 
1 young  nephews,  and  for  many  years  con- 
t ued  the  business  under  the  firm  name  of  S. 

1 Comstock  & Co.  New  buildings  were  erect- 
* and  further  improvements  made  in  the 
1 tliods  of  manufacture,  and  an  almost  endless 
v iety  of  goods  produced,  of  every  conceiva-. 
I style  and  pattern.  With  inventive  and  me- 
c nical  genius  in  Mr.  Comstock  were  united 
r c business  qualifications,  seldom  found  in 
a one  man,  a fact  which  accounts  for  his 
u form  success,  his  progress  from  the  start 
b ig  of  steady  growth. 

dr.  Comstock  lived  to  see  the  village  of 

I rvton,  which  a few  years  before  was  almost 
a iklerness,  grow  into  one  of  the  most  attrac- 

II  towns  in  the  State,  a transformation  ac- 
0 iplished  mainly  through  his  efforts.  While 


deservedly  popular  in  the  community  he  had 
little  time  to  devote  to  politics,  but  in  1869  he 
accepted  the  nomination  for  the  Legislature, 
and  was  elected  by  a large  majority.  In  i860 
he  became  connected  with  the  Deep  River 
Comb  Company,  and  was  its  president  and 
treasurer  until  its  reorganization,  in  1864. 

On  November  29,  1838,  Mr.  Comstock 
married  Harriet  Hovey,  of  Mansfield,  Conn., 
whose  ancestor,  Rev.  John  Russell,  of  Hadley, 
Mass.,  was  famous  for  the  active  part  he  took 
in  sheltering  the  regicides,  who  fled  to  this 
country  during  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  Mrs. 
Comstock  was  a niece  of  Rev.  Aaron  Hovey, 
for  a number  of  years  pastor  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Centerbrook.  Eleven  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Comstock,  of  whom 
two  died  in  infancy ; Walter,  a promising 
youth,  died  in  early  manhood;  Elliott,  after 
devoting  the  mature  years  of  his  life  to  the 
successful  enlargement  of  the  business  of  the 
Comstock,  Cheney  & Co.,  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-three ; Harriet,  after  a life  devoted  to 
the  pleasure  of  others,  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
three;  George  H. ; Elizabeth  A.:  Robert  H.  is 
mentioned  elsewhere ; and  Archibald  Welch. 
Mrs.  Comstock  was  born  in  November,  1817, 
and  died  October  10,  1877. 

The  death  of  Samuel  Merritt  Comstock 
took  place  in  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  January  18, 
1878,  when  passed  away  one  of  the  most  gen- 
erous, large-hearted  and  liberal-minded  of 
men.  While  not  connected  with  any  particular 
sect  or  denomination,  he  gave  liberally  to  the 
support  of  religion,  and  to  the  aid  of  benevo- 
lent objects.  Kind  and  considerate  to  his  em- 
ployes, while  at  work  he  required  faithful  serv- 
ice, yet  when  the  labors  of  the  day  were  com- 
pleted he  engaged  heartily  in  the  sport  of  his 
men,  and  took  an  interest  in  everything  that 
concerned  their  welfare  or  happiness.  It  was 
a common  saying  among  his  friends  that  he 
“laid  his  plans  three  years  ahead,  and  saw  the 
end  from  the  beginning.”  being  a man  of  great 
foresight  and  of  unflinching  courage,  strong 
will  and  determination  of  character. 

COL.  GEORGE  N.  LEWIS,  deceased. 
Among  the  heroes  of  the  Civil  war  whose  inenv- 
orv  will  ever  be  cherished  in  the  annals  of  a 
grateful  country  was  Col.  George  X.  Lewis, 
who  sleeps  his  last  sleep  in  the  old  churchyard 
at  Eissex,  Middlesex  Co..  Conn.,  far  from  war's 
shrill  alarm,  surrounded  by  the  remains  of  the 
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peaceful  residents  who'  long  before  had  passed 
to  the  other  land. 

George  N.  Lewis  was  a native  of  Middle- 
sex county,  having  been  born  in  1828,  in  Mid- 
dletown, where  he  grew  to  young  manhood, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  district.  When  of  sufficient  age  he  en- 
tered Colt’s  Armory,  at  Hartford,  becoming 
one  of  the  steel  inspectors  there,  but  when  the 
Civil  war  broke  out  he  was  one  of  the  first  to 
engage  in  the  raising  of  a company  to'  subdue 
rebellion.  This  was  known  as  Company  A!, 
Third  Regiment,  Connecticut  Volunteers,  and 
he  was  made  captain  of  the  company,  which 
was  mustered  in  May  1 1,  1861,  and  participated 
in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run;  the  regiment 
was  mustered  out  August  12,  1861.  Im- 
mediately re-enlisting,  he  was  assigned  to 
Company  A,  Twelfth  Connecticut  Volunteers, 
and  was  mustered  in  January  1,  1862,  serving 
at  Georgia  Landing,  IPattersonville,  Bisland 
and  the  Siege  of  Port  Hudson,  at  which  place 
he  was  so  seriously  wounded,  on  May  27,  1863, 
that  he  died  as  a result  of  his  injuries  Septem- 
ber 12,  1876.  The  fearful  wound  from  which 
Col.  Lewis  suffered  untold  agony,  was  made 
by  a half-pound  grapeshot,  one  and  one-half 
inches  in  diameter,  through1  the  right  shoulder, 
the  ball  passing  through  the  lung  and  body, 
being  removed  from  the  back.  Picked  up  on 
the  field  of  carnage  for  dead,  he  was  taken  to 
a hospital,  later  to  his  home  in  Middletown, 
wjhere,  to  the  delight  of  his  friends  and  the 
surprise  of  the  medical  fraternity,  he  recovered 
sufficiently  to  rejoin  his  comtfnand,  which  he 
insisted  upon  doing,  in  time  to  take  part  in  the 
battles  of  Fisher’s  Hill,  Cedar  Creek  and  the 
rest  of  the  engagements  of  Gen.  Sheridan's 
campaign  in  the  Shenandoah  valley,  in  the 
summer  and  autumn  of  1864.  During  his 
faithful  service  he  was  promoted  to  the  posi- 
tion of  major, , for  meritorious  conduct,  and 
when  Col.  Peck,  of  New  Haven,  who  was  col- 
onel of  the  Twelfth  Regiment,  was  killed, 
Major  Lewis  succeeded  him,  being  colonel  of 
his  regiment  when  it  was  mustered  out,  Au- 
gust 12,  1865.  Col.  Lewis  served  in  the  De- 
partments of  Washington,  of  the  Gulf,  -of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  of  the  South,  in  every  con> 
mancl  distinguishing  himself  by  gallant 
conduct. 

However,  the  wound  which  the  Colonel 
received  had  only  temporarily  healed,  weaken- 
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ing  his  constitution,  and  finally  did  its  fa: 
work.  A man  of  splendid  health  and  physiq  1 
he  sacrificed  all  for  the  sacred  cause  of  1; 
country.  His  survival  was  so  remarkable  t 
his  case  was  cited  in  the  medical  journals  a; 
was  investigated  by  the  best  surgeons  of  I, 
time.  Returning  ’ to  Middletown,  he  for 
himself  popular  and  beloved,  and  w,as  i 
mediately  m(ade  tax  collector,  on  the  Der 
cratic  ticket,  which  position  he  held  for  a tii  1 
until  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Middlesex  cob 
ty,  holding  this  important  office  at  the  time 
his  decease,  which  occurred  at  his  home 
Essex,  where  he  had  removed  at  the  time  . 
his  marriage. 

Colonel  Lewis  was  married  in  1870, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  to  Janette  S.  Hayden,  vt 
was  born  June  16,  1828,  in  Essex,  a dauglr 
of  William  S.  and  Phebe  (Starkey)  Hayd 
The  ancestors  of  Mrs.  Lewis  can  be  traced*' 
John  Hayden,  who  was  made  a freeman 
Saybrook  in  1704.  His  son  Ebenezer,  si*- 
builder,  ’born  in  1697,  died  in  1786;  he  marr  . 
Susannah  Avery.  His  son,  Ebenezer,  died  j 
1818;  he  married  Prudence  Pratt.  Their  s , 
Uriah,  was  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Le\  , 
his  eldest  son,  William  S.,  being  her  father 

William  S.  Hayden  was  born  in  179!  } 
Essex,  where  he  resided  all  his  life.  He  1 ; 
independent,  having  inherited  means,  and  li  1 
a quiet  life.  In  politics,  he  was  a D*em,oc  :, 
fraternally  a Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  0 1 
March  3,  1861.  He  married  Phebe,  daugl  r 
of  Capt.  Timothy  Starkey,  and  she  died  A 1 
19,  1888,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  Their  cr 
dren  were : Mary  A.,  widow  of  Elias  Pari  - 
lee,  of  Essex;  Electa,  widow  of  Natha  1 
Starkey,  of  Deep  River;  Janette  S.,  W 
Lewis;  Timothy  Starkey,  who  rriarried  Er  f 
King  Parker,  of  Essex,  and  died  March  „ 
1887.  All  were  wiell-known  and  highly  - 
spected  people. 

Col.  Lewis  was  socially  connected  \h 
the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows  fraternities  in 
which  he  was  highly  valued.  He  was  1 g 
an  attendant  at  the  Episcopal  Church,  s 
body  lies  in  the  Hayden  lot  in  beautiful  Ri 
view  cemetery,  at  Essex,  and  on  the  sn#e 
erected  to  his  memory  is  the  touching  1* 
scription : 

Lowly  may  be  the  turf  that  covers 
The  sacred  grave  of  his  last  repose; 

But  oh,  there’s  a glory  round  it  hovers 

Broad  as  the  daylight,  and  bright  as  its  close 
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WILLIAM  FISK  BRAINERD,  one  of 
most  prominent  citizens  of  the  town  of 
idam,  Middlesex  county,  claims  as  birth- 
e the  spot  where  for  generations  his  fam- 
have  been  born.  Successful  in  business, 
Brainerd  has  resided  in  Portland  since! 
g,  having  removed  from  the  old  homestead 
laddam  Neck  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Brainerd  is  a most  worthy  representa- 
of  one  of  the  old  families  who  have  made! 
v England  what  she  is.  Daniel  Brainerd, 
Trst  ancestor  in  America,  was  brought  from' 
;land,  when  eight  years  old,  to  Hartford, 
n.,  where  he  lived  in  the  Willis  family  un- 
e was  of  legal  age.  About  1662  he  became? 
oprietor  of  Haddam,  and  he  was  a pros- 
>us,  influential  and  respected  man,  before! 
death  becoming  the  largest  landholder  in' 
Idam,  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  a deacon' 
ie  church.  He  married  Hannah  Spencer, 
after  her  decease,  Hannah  Saxton.  From! 
ancestor  William  F.  Brainerd  is  a descend- 
in  the  seventh  generation. 
vVilliam  Brainerd,  son  of  Daniel,  born  in 
1,  married  Sarah  Bidwell,  and  had  seven 
Iren,  all  of  whom  lived  on  Haddam  Neck, 
:h  became  the  old  home, 
osiah  Brainerd,  the  next  in  line,  was  born 
711-  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
h,  he  married  Hannah  Spencer.  Josiah 
nerd  resided  on  Quarry  Hill,  in  Haddam 
c,  where  he  died  in  1792. 
i>zra  Brainerd,  son  of  Josiah,  born  in  1744, 
"ied  Jerusha  Smith,  who  died  in  1811. 
was  the  mother  of  his  children.  Hie  then 
led  Bethiah  Wilder,  and,  for  hisi  third 
Lucretia  Post,  a widow.  Ezra  Brainerd 
'ed  in  the  quarry  many  years.  He  was  a 
of  sterling  good  sense,  of  deep  religious 
tcter,  and  was  elected  deacon  in  the 
di  at  Middle  Haddam.  He  served  as  jus- 
of  the  peace,  and  for  many  years  repre- 
d his  town  in  the  General  Assembly,  hold- 
o an  unusual  degree  the  respect  and  con- 
cc  of  that  body.  His  life  was  an  example 
nperance  and  piety.  He  died  in  1837. 
rcderick  Brainerd,  son  of  Ezra,  born  in 
married  Anna,  daughter  of  Nehemiah 
icrd,  of  Haddam,  and  their  son,  Alfred, 
the  father  of  William1  F. 

Ifred  Brainerd  was  born  December  6, 
atul  on  January  27,  1806,  married  Tal- 
P>rainerd,  daughter  of  Simon  Brainerd,  a 


Revolutionary  soldier.  For  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  Mr.  Brainerd  was  engaged  in  the 
quarry  business,  and  he  resided  a half  mile 
north  of  where  his  son  William  F.  was  born, 
buying  the  old  family  homestead  in  the  early 
part  of  the  last  century.  He  was  a man  of 
powerful  frame,  with  such  unusual  head  de- 
velopment that  a special  size  of  hat  had  to  be 
made  to  accommodate  him,  and  possessed  un- 
usual powers  of  observation.  He  was  a man 
who  lived  up  to  his  convictions,  and  by  many 
was  regarded  as  a stern  man.  "Always  an  at- 
tendant at  religious  services,  he  never  became 
connected  with  any  organization,  desiring  to 
attend  all.  His  children  were:  Diodate  lived 

to  be  seventy-two  years  of  age ; he  was  a real- 
estate  dealer  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  David  spent 
his  life  at  Haddam  Neck.  Sabina  married 
Benjamin  Day,  and  died  at  Haddam  Neck. 
Marietta  married  Charles  Brainerd,  and  died 
at  Haddam  Neck.  Mary  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years.  Sarah  married  Deacon  David 
Dickinson.  Alfred,  who  was  engaged  in  the 
feld-spar  business,  died  at  South  Farms,  Conn. 
Rebecca.  William  F. 

William  F.  Brainerd  was  born  February  3, 
1828,  at  Haddam  Neck,  and  attended  the 
schools  of  that  district,  later  entering  Brainerd 
Academy ; his  school  days  ended  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years.  Reared  on  the  farm  of  his 
father,  he  was  never  encouraged  in  idleness, 
and  when  he  tired  of  agricultural  pursuits  went 
into  the  quarry  business,  continuing  at  same 
until  1862,  when  he  entered  upon  his  success- 
ful career  as  a lumber  dealer.  The  p’an  he 
pursued  was  to  buv  the  timber  tracts  and  cut 
the  trees  down,  and  some  of  his  customers  now 
are  the  sons  of  the  men  to  whom  he  sold  thirty 
years  ago.  During  recent  years  Mr.  Brainerd 
has  been  a jobber,  and  has  probably  shipped 
more  lumber  than  any  other  dealer  along  the 
Connecticut  river.  Always  active  in  body  and 
mind,  Mr.  Brainerd  presents  the  appearance  of 
a much  younger  man.  He  can  relate  many 
most  interesting  reminiscences  of  his  own  and 
other  old  and  prominent  families  of  the  lo- 
cality. 

Although  a stanch  Republican  Mr.  Brain- 
erd would  never  vote  for  the  choice  of  his 
party  if  convinced  that  the  candidate  was  not 
fit  for  the  position.  Tie  has  had  the  honor  of 
being  a representative  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly from  the  town  of  Haddam,  the  first  one  of 
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his  party  in  forty  years,  during  which  time  he 
did  effective  service  on  the  committee  on  Agri- 
culture; he  has  also  been  selectman  several 
terms.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  consistent 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Haddam  Neck,  in  which  he  has  officiated  both' 
as  treasurer  and  clerk,  and  of  which  he  would 
long  since  have  been  made  deacon  had  he  not 
declined. 

Mr.  Brainerd  takes  pride  in  the  old  home- 
stead which  he  owns,  pointing  to  it  as  “the 
-farm  which  never  bore  a mortgage,”  and  it  is 
an  estate  of  which  any  possessor  might  be 
proud,  being  one  of  the  best  in  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  Brainerd  was  married  December  24, 

- '1850,  to  Miss  Sarah  Sexton,  daughter  of  Jus- 
tin and  Narcissa  (Brainerd)  Sexton,  the 
' former  of  whom  was  a clothier  by  occupation 
. and  at  one  time  manufactured  broadcloth. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  devout  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Sexton  became 
fa  prominent  and  influential  man  in  Haddam' 
-Neck,  especially  noted  for  his  anti-slavery  pro- 
clivities. He  died  at  that  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brainerd  had  three  children  : ( 1 ) Justin  S.  mar- 
ried Almecla  Clark,  and  died  May  16,  1892,  at 
' the  age  of  thirty-nine  years,  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter, Jessie,  who  fills  a position  as  stenographer 
in  the  Deep  River  Savings  Bank.  He  was  a suc- 
cessful business  man.  His  widow  is  still  re- 
siding at  Haddam  Neck.  (2)  Hattie  L,  at- 
tended the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  and 
-later  taught  school  successfully  for  fifteen 
years.  (3)  Sarah  Nellie  was  married  to  Luke 
"Horsfall,  of  the  Hartford  firm'  of  Horsfall  & 
Rothschild,  and  is  the  mother  of  Olive  Brain- 
erd and  Carolyn  Sarah. 

Mr.  Brainerd  is  one  of  the  best  known  cit- 
izens in  the  locality,  his  prominence  in  the 
lumber  business  exceeding  that  of  any  other 
dealer  in  the  lower  valley1,  and  possesses  the 
esteem  of  all. 

ABEL  C.  ALLISON,  one  of  the  well 
known  business  men  and  manufacturers  of 
Middletown,  is  the  head  of  the  firm  of  Allison 
Brothers,  soap  manufacturers  of  that  city. 
The  name  of  Allison  has  with  but  one  excep- 
tion, had  a longer  connection  with  the  soap 
business  than  any  other  in  America,  and  a 
longer  connection  with  one  line  of  business 
than  any  other  in  Middletown.  On  January 
.3,  1810,  Samuel  Allison,  the  grandfather  of 
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our  subject,  established  the  business  theil 
two  years  prior  to  this,  however,  was  the  d; 
of  the  establishment  of  the  business  in  Ha 
ford.  Abel  C.  Allison  is  the  third  generati 
that  has  been  the  head  of  the  business  in  Mi 
dletown,  and  since  his  connection  with  tl 
industry  there  have  been  many  changes.  For 
erly  the  nqajor  portion  of  the  soap  used  w 
soft  soap,  and  the  lye  used  in  manufacturi 
it  was  made  by  leaching  wood  ashes ; t 
changes  from  this  method  of  soap  manuf; 
turing  to  the  up-to-date  methods  now  in  1 
have  all  been  seen  by  our  subject,  whose  lo 
connection  with  the  soap  manufacturing  bu 
ness  entitles  him  to  a prominent  positi 
among  the  practical  men  in  that  line  of  mar 
facturing  in  this  country. 

The  Allison  family  is  of  Scotch-Iri 
extraction.  Samuel  Allison,  the  grar 
fajther  of  Abel  C.,  came  from  Cour 
Tyrone,  Ireland,  when  a young  man,  a , 
in  America  married  Elizabeth  Pratt, 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Camden,  En 
land.  - He  was  a poor  boy,  but  he  h 1 
boundless  energy,  and  with  his  brother-in-la 
Francis  Pratt,  started  in  the  soap  busint 
in  Hartford  under  the  firm  name  of  Pratt 
Allison,,  soap  manufacturers.  They  dissolv  , 
partnership  in  1810  and  Mr.  Allison  came 
Middletown,  starting  in  the  same  business 
South  street.  He  died  in  1826,  aged  forty-thi 
years,  his  widow  reaching  the  age  of  six' 
seven  years,  dying  in  1852.  We  have  the  f 
lowing  record  of  their  children : ( 1 ) Willi; 
P.  married  Emily  Miller,  and  died  in  Cro 
well,  where  he  had  established  a good  busim 
in  the  manufacture  of  hammers.  (2)  Sami 
S.  was  the  father  of  Abel  C.  (3)  Elizabf . 
married  Abel  Chapman,  and  died  in  Midd 
town.  (4)  Jane  mjarried  Harvey  Dickiosf 
and  died  in  Hartford.  (5)  Frances  marri 
William  H.  Willard,  and  died  in  Middletov-, 
Samuel  S.  Allison  the  father  of  Abel  j 
was  born  in  New  York  City,  September 
1809,  and  was  early  introduced  into  his  lathe 
factory,  acquiring  an  insight  into  the  busine 
The  health  of  his  father  was  poor,  and  you 
Allison  early  assumed  the  management  of  h 
business,  and  was  but  seventeen  years  old  \vl 
his  father  died.  Taking  full  charge  of  j 
business,  he  carried  it  on  quite  successful 
paying  all  obligations  against  his  father  s 
tate,  and  supporting  his  widowed  mothei  a 
the  family.  He  occupied  the  factory  on  Sot 
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t until  1836,  when  he  erected  the  soap 
,ry  in  Sumner  street  which  is  a part  of 
present  structure.  In  1856  he  quit  the 
business,  and  for  a number  of  years  con- 
>d  a grocery  near  the  old  factory.  He 
»d  from  business  a few  years  before  his 
1.  On  October  27,  1833,  Mr.  Allison  was 
jed  to  Mliss  Frances  Pilgrim,  born  Sep- 
er  18,  1812,  in  Lyme,  Conn.,  the  daugh- 
f a sailmaker.  Her  father  came  to  this 
:ry  from  England  early  in  life,  was  a 
er  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  drew 
ision  as  such.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allison  had 
ren  as  follows:  (1)  Samuel  J.,  bora  in 

became  a member  of  the  firm  of  Allison 
lers,  and  continued  with  same  until  his 
, February  10,  1892.  He  was  a resident 
fisconsin  for  three  years,  but  with  that 
tion  made  Middletown  his  home  for  life, 
vidow,  formerly  Miss  Anna  Daniels,  and 
children,  survive  him.  (2)  Charles  P., 
in  1835,  married  Delia  Alford.  He  is 
Tier,  residing  at  Lodi,  Cal.  (3)  Abel  C. 
itioned  below1.  (4)  Gertrude,  born  April 
fyi,  died  October  1,  1841.  (5)  Frances 

>rn  in  1842,  lives  in  South  Farms.  (6) 
tide  E.,  born  in  1846,  is  the  wife  of  Ma- 
oihn  C.  Broatch,  of  Middletown.  (7) 
J.,  born  in  1848,  is  Mrs.  F.  J.  Robbins, 
rson,  Cal.  (8)  William  J.,  born  in  1851, 
2d  Lillian  Alford  and  resides  at  South 
(9)  Fred,  born  in  1853,  mar'ried 
riiie  Greenfield  and  resides  at  Burson, 
(10)  Earnest  B.,  born  in  1856,  married 
Brooks,  and  resides  at  South  Farms, 
el  S.  Allison,  the  father,  died  March  18, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  M'arch  17, 
They  are  buried  in  Mbrtimer  ceme- 
In  his  political  affiliations'  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  had  served  on  the  com- 
ouncil,  and  was  at  one  time  assessor  of 
etown.  A Universalist  in  religious  be- 
e was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  faith 
' city,  and  was  a liberal  contributor  to 
urch.  Socially  he  was  an  Odd  Fellow, 
s a well  known  citizen,  and  w'as  regarded 
of  llte  leading  men  of  the  place, 
el  C.  Allison  was  horn  July  31,  1836, 
■use  at  the  corner  of  Sumner  and  South 
, Middletown.  lie  attended  the  high 
and  later  the  private  school  of  Daniel 
use.  Leaving  school  at  the  age  of  six- 
e was  tor  two  years  a clerk  in  the  Cen- 
ational  Bank,  and  later  was  for  some 
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time  a bookkeeper  for  Jedediah  Wilcox  & Co'., 
at  Meriden.  In  1856  the  firm  of  Allison 
Brothers  was  formed,  which  continues  to 
the  present  time.  For  some  ten  or  fifteen 
years  our  subject  traveled  over  New  England, 
where  the  product  of  the  factory  was  sold,  and 
built  up  an  extensive  trade. 

In  1858  Mr.  Allison  married  Frances  M. 
Woodworth,  who  was  born  in  Plainfield,  one 
of  the  four  daughters  of  Thomas  B.  and  Fran- 
ces (Pryor)  Woodworth.  When  she  was  but 
an  infant  her  parents  removed  to  Middle- 
town,  where  she  was  reared.  Thomas  B. 
Woodworth  was  superintendent  of  the  Russell 
Company’s  plant  at  South  Farms.  To  Mr. 
and  Mbs,  Allison  came  the  following  children : 
Fannie  Woodworth,  at  home;  Nellie  Chapman, 
who  graduated  from  the  Middletown  high 
school ; Gertrude  Emily,  also  a graduate  of  the 
local  high  school ; Edith  Lillian,  now1  Mrs.  F. 
H.  Frissell,  of  South  Farms;  and  Florence 
M.  a graduate  of  the  Middletown  high  school, 
later  a successful  teacher,  and  now  Mrs.  Wal- 
ter P.  Reed,  of  this  city,  and  the  mother  of 
one  child,  Russell  A.  The  family  attend  the 
South  Congregational  Church.  Politically 
Mr.  Allison  is  a Republican.  He  voted  first 
for  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  and  then  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  Fraternally  he  is  a Miason,  be- 
longing to  St.  John’s  Lodge,  Washington 
Chapter  and  Cyrene  Commandery  He  is  a 
public-spirited  citizen,  a practical  man,  active 
in  all  local  improvements,  and  has  been  a di- 
rector of  the  Middletown  street  railway  ever 
since  it  started.  He  has  reared  a family  of 
whom  any  parent  might  be  proud.  As  a man 
of  progressive  ideas  and  of  unquestioned  in- 
tegrity he  is  a high  type  of  American  citi- 
zenship. 

GILES  A.  BUSH  NELL.  In  1638  six 
■brothers  of  the  name  of  Bushnell  left  England 
on  account  of  religious  persecutions,  and  set- 
tled in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  four 
of  them  moving  about  1648  to  Guilford,  Conn. 
One  brother  returned  to  England.  Three, 
Francis.  William  and  Richard,  moved  into 
Saybrook,  where  they  followed  the  trade  com- 
mon to  the  six.  that  of  carpentering,  and  from 
them  the  Bushnclls  in  Connecticut  are  all  de- 
scended. 

William  Bushnell  and  his  wife  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Josiah  ('born  in  1044). 

Samuel,  Rebecca,  William,  Frances,  Stephen 


I 

206  COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


■and  Thomas  (twins),  Judith,  and  Abigail 
(who  was  born  in  1659). 

Francis  Bushnell,  the  ancestor  of  many  of 
the  nam'e  in  Middlesex  county,  was  a man  of 
mote  in  the  old  days,  and  a deacon  of  the  local 
•church.  He  died  in  Saybrook  in  1681,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two  years.  He  had  two1  sons, 
John  and  Samuel,  and  five  daughters,  of  whom 
Elizabeth  married  William  Johnson,  of  Guil- 
ford. Samuel  married  Ruth  Sanford,  and  had 
Nathaniel.  David  (or  Daniel)  and  Samuel. 

John  Bushnell,  the  second  son;  of  Francis, 
•died  when  yet  a young  man.  He  married 
Sarah  Scranton,  of  Guilford,  and  they  had 
•children:  John  (mentioned  belowl),  Slarah, 

Hannah,  Mary  and  Elizabeth. 

John  Bushnell,  son  of  John,  married  Re- 
becca Cole,  a native  of  Hartford.  To  this 
union  were  born  seven  sons  and  two  daughters. 
John,  the  second  son,  was  the  progenitor  of 
the  present  Bushnell'  family  of  Saybrook. 
Francis,  the  third  son,  married  and  was  the 
father  of  two  sons  and  seven  daughters ; he 
died  in  1794,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two1  years. 
Benjamin,  the  sixth  son,  married  and  had  three 
sons  and  one  daughter;  he  died  in  1781,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years.  Only  his  son  Fran- 
cis married  and  reared  a family. 

John  Bushnell,  noted  in  the  last  family, 
vv|as  married  in  1724  to  Catherine  Kelsey,  of 
Killingworth,  who  died  in  1767,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Jane  (Chalker)  Kelsey,  and  a 
granddaughter  of  Alexander  Chalker,  of  Say- 
brook.  John  Bushnell,  who  died  in  1738,  at 
the  age  of  forty-two,  had  two  sons : John, 

who  died  young;  and  Ira,  the  great-grandfa- 
ther of  Giles  A.  Bushnell. 

Ira  Bushnell  married  Patience  Bushnell,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Bushnell,  and  became  the 
father  of  the  following  named  children : Cath- 
erine, born  August  11,  1751,  who  married  Asa 
Kirtland;  John,  who  married  Lydia  Chapman; 
Patience,  who  married  Joseph  Bushnell;  Han- 
nah, who  married  Samuel  W.  Gladding ; Ira ; 
Eunice,  who  married  Martin  Kirtland ; and 
Augustus,  who  died  in  infancy.  In  1765  Ira 
Bushnell  married,  for  his  second  wife,  Mabel, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Chapman,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  three  children,  Augustus, 
Richard  and  Mabel.  In  1791,  Ira  Bushnell 
made  certain  notes  fromi  which  it  appears  that 
“about  the  year  1662  Deacon  Francis  Bush- 
nell builded  the  mill  that  I now  own.  It  hath 


been  in  the  possession  of  several  of  his  pos : - 
ity  ever  since.”  “Deacon  Francis  Bush  4 
died  December  4,  1681,  aged  eighty-two.  s 
brother  Rjichard  moved  to  Norwich  soon  a!: 
that  town  was  settled.”  1 

Augustus  Btushnell,  the  grandfather  !f 
Giles  A1.,  was  born  July  6,  1766,  and  died  L- 
ruary  21,  1852.  When  he  Was  thirty  y ;s 
old  he  married  Ethelinda,  daughter  of  Ezell 
Jones,  anid  h>  them,  were  given  a numeijs 
family:  (1)  Ethelinda,  born  in  1796,  njs 

ried  David  Hays,  and  died  in  1880.  ) 

Mabel  married  John  Shipman.  (3)  Elizab  , 
born  in  1801,  died  in  1849.  (4)  AiugusJ;, 

born  in  1804,  died  in  infancy.  (5)  Lavi 
born  in  1806,  married  Jones  Pratt,  and  <»  i 
in  1849.  (6)  Ann.  Augusta,  born  in  1!  ), 

mlarried  Horatio  Pratt,  and  died  in  1899,  a r 
fifty-six  years  of  widowhood.  (7)  A'ugu  s 
(2),  born  September  30,  1812,  died  in  h ", 
1890.  (8)  Jackson  Jones,  born  in  1813,  < d 

at  Beloit,  Wis.,  where  for  many  years  he  Id 
been  a college  professor.  Augustus  Bush;  1, 
the  father,  was  a farmer,  and  also  folio  ,d 
fishing  anid  the  butcher  business  at  diffe  it 
periods.  His  entire  life  was  passed  in  e 
village  of  Old  Saybrook,  where  he  was  b i, 
and  where  his  upright  character  commar 'd 
the  respect  of  the  community.  In  politic:  ie 
Was  a Demlocrat. 

Augustus  Bushnell,  the  father  of  Cos 
A,  was  born  in  Saybrook,  where  he  acqu  d 
all  his  education.  When  a young  man  ie 
m|oved  to;  Westbrook,  where  he  married  El  a 
Kirtland,  who;  died  January  17,  1854,  at  ie 
age  of  forty-four  years.  The  following  < 1- 
dren  camfe  to  bless  this  marriage:  (1)  ( :s 

Augustus  was  born  August  24,  1839.  ) 

Ann  Electa,  born  February  23,  1843,  die  n 
1896.  (3)  Jackson  J.,  born  January  12,  1 5< 

is  a merchant  at  Deep  River.  (4)  Eliza  :h 
Gertrude,  born  April  2,  1849,  married  H'  y 
Stokes,  of  Westbrook,  and  died  April  3, 
1892.  Augustus  B'ushnell  was  married  > 
vemlber  8,  1854,  to  Nancy  M.  Bushnell,  jid 
to  them  one  son,  John  Augustus,  was  A 
February  2,  1857.  He  is  now  a shoe  d(J 
in  Saybrook. 

Mr.  Bushnell  was  a man  of  prominent)1! 
his  native  town,  tncl  took  much  interest  it  w 
movements  intended  for  its  advancement.  pr 
many  years  he  was  a merchant  in  Westbrk, 
removing  to  Saybrook  in  1866,  and  open!  a 
shoe  store,  which  he  very  successfully  coney- 
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or  many  years  until  his  death.  The  busi- 
is  nowl  in  the  hands  of  his  youngest  son, 
1 A.  About  the  time  the  old  parties  were 
king  up,  and  the  Republican  party  was 
ned,  ML  Bushnell  had  been  voting  with  the 
■ Soilers,  and  he  promptly  joined  in  the 
movement.  In  his  later  years,  however, 
lad  a feeling  that  more  good  was  to  be 
ed  by  working  with  the  Prohibition  rnove- 
t.  Mr.  Bushnell  at  different  periods  of  his 
served  as  clerk  of  the  town,  judge  of  pro- 
and  State  senator,  also'  filling  various 
i offices.  A deacon  of  the  Congregational 
rch,  he  was  an  active  worker  at  the  time 
ime  to  Saybrook.  1 

files  Augustus  Bushnell,  whose  name  in- 
aces this  article,  was  the  eldest  child  in 
ather’s  family.  He  obtained  his  education 
e schools  of  his  native  town  of  Westbrook, 
in  the  local  academy,  and  at  the  age  of 
een  years  entered  his  father’s  store  to  ob- 
a broad  and  deep  knowledge  of  business 
i one  well  qualified  to  impart  knowledge, 
n the  young  man  reached  the  age  of  twen- 
ree  years,  in  company  with  D.  W.  Spen- 
ie  opened  a general  store  at  Centerbrook, 
h they  conducted  for  about  three  years, 
Bushnell  at  the  end  of  that  time  disposing 
s interest  to  Mr.  Spencer,  and  opening  a 
ral  store  in  a building  in  Saybrook  which 
a special  interest  to  the  young  merchant 
place  where  his  father  had  clerked  when 
y.  In  this  enterprise  he  met  with  large 
ss,  so  great  that  he  soon  purchased  the 
ing  and  added  to  it,  increasing  his  stock 
time  to  time  as  the  exigencies  of  business 
ed  to>  require.  In  addition  to  general 
handise  Mr.  Bushnell  carries  a stock  of 
and  feed,  and  is  recognized  as  the  lead- 
nerchant  in1  this  part  of  the  county.  He 
lirector  in  the  Deep  River  National  Bank, 
s known  in  the  community  as  a solid  and 
*le  business  man  of  good  judgment  and 
1 integrity. 

1 politics  Mr.  Bushnell  is  a stanch  Re- 
■an,  though  he  has  been  too  much  devoted 
s business  to  accept  official  station,  ex- 
ig  the  office  of  town  treasurer  and  treas- 
>1  the  deposit  funds,  which  positions  he 
Hd  for  ten  years.  In  the  Legislature  of 
he  represented  the  town,  and  served  on 
'uimittce  on  Cities  and  Boroughs.  Mr. 
R’ll  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 


Congregational  Church,  where  he  is  a member 
also  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

Giles  A1.  Bushnell  married  Ellen  M.  Red- 
field,  a daughter  of  Deacon  William  and  Den- 
sey  (Chittenden)  Redfield,  and  to  this  union 
was  given  one  son,  William  Redfield,  born 
March  31,  1866. 

William  Redfield  Bushnell  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Essex  and  secured  his 
education  very  largely  in  a school  for  boys 
and  young  men  taught  by  Rev.  P.  L.  Shepard, 
at  Old  Saybrook,  and  in  the  Morgan  school, 
at  Clinton.  When  he  grew  to  manhood  he 
was  speedily  pushed  to  the  front,  and  proved 
an  active  and  useful  member  of  the  communi- 
ty. Since  January,  1896,  he  has  served  as 
town  clerk  and  registrar,  and  is  discharging 
the  duties  of  the  position  in  a manner  calcu- 
lated to  increase  his  own  good  name  as  well  as 
to  satisfy  the  needs  of  the  community.  Mr. 
Bushnell  has  a considerable  fire  insurance  in- 
terest, representing-  among  other  companies  the 
Middlesex  Mutual,  the  Royal,  the  Philadelphia 
Fire  and  /Etna  Insurance  companies.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  taking  a very  active  part  in 
the  store,  and  is  manifesting  much  mercantile 
ability.  Mr.  Bushnell  in  religion  follows 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  fathers  and  is  a 
devout  member  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Saybrook,  was  chairman  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  and  has  been  president  of  the 
Y.  P.  S.  G E.,  giving  to  that  work  not  a little 
time  and  enthusiasm. 

The  Bushnell  family  through  its  various 
generations  has  had  many  representatives  of 
unusual  mechanical  skill.  David  Bushnell,  who 
was  a graduate  from  Yale  in  1775,  became  the 
inventor  of  the  “American  Turtle,”  a device 
lor  annoying  the  British  vessels  which  often 
came  close  to  the  shores  of  Connecticut  during 
the  Revolutionary  war.  As  early  as  1776  he 
was  requested  to  appear  before  the  General 
Court  to  explain  his  ideas  as  to  blowing  up  hos- 
tile vessels.  He  was  authorized  to  make  a ma- 
chine, which  he  did  at  the  Sill  homestead,  in 
the  north  part  of  the  town.  While  he  was 
engaged  in  this  work  it  is  noted  that  he  oc- 
cupied the  blue  bedroom  in  this  house. 

SAMUEL  STEARNS,  Sr.,  one  of  the 
most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Middletown, 
lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  nearly  ninety -nvo 
years,  and  was,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
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March  7,  1892,  the  eldest  resident  of  that 
city. 

Mr.  Stearns  came  from  good  American 
stock,  as  'both  his  grandfathers  fought  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  were  injured  there- 
in. Samuel  Stearns  was  born  August  20, 
1800,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  came 
to  Middletown,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  when 
comparatively  a young  man,  establishing  the 
prosperous  business  which  is  still  carried  on 
by  his  son  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Court 
streets.  There  he  lived  for  sixty  years,  hon- 
ored and  respected.  Being  a gentleman  of 
many  parts  and  genial  courtesy,  he  became  a 
favorite  of  the  people,  and  was  successful  with 
his  brother  in  the  business  they  jointly  con- 
ducted. Many  years  ago  he  retired  from'  ac- 
tive pursuits,  and  afterward  led  a quiet,  re- 
tired and  gentlemanly  life,  well  known  on  the 
streets,  with  pleasant  words  for  all.  Through- 
out life  he  was  interested  in  many  of  the  mo-ve- 
rrients  that  aided  in  building  up  the  interests 
of  the  city  and  town.  In  views  theological  he 
wjas  broad,  and  he  was  one  of  the  pioneer  mem- 
bers of  the  Universalist  Church.  In  politics 
he  was  a genuine  Democrat,  and  his  knowl- 
edge, extending  as  it  did  over  such  a length 
of  time,  enabled  him  to  speak  by  the  card  re- 
specting political  movements  of  the  last  seven 
decades  with  clearness  and  ability,  and  to  give 
substantial  reasons  for  the  political  and  other 
faith  he  maintained.  Some  years  prior  to  his 
death  he  made  a journey  to  Europe,  and  saw 
the  principal  sights,  and  when  he  was  in  a 
communicative  humor  it  was  pleasing  to-  listen 
to  his  descriptions  of  what  he  had  seen  and 
how;  he  had  made  his  way  into-  places  forbidden 
to  tourists  generally.  Not  to-  known  Samuel 
Stearns,  as  he  was  seen  daily  on  the  streets, 
and  not  to  have  conversed  with  him,  was  to  be 
in  Middletown  comparatively  unknown.  All 
the  children  knew  him,  and  his  friends  were 
legion.  His  greetings,  as  he  daily  took  -his 
constitutional  walks,  were  always  pleasant  and 
accompanied  with  smiles.  He  had  his  regular 
places  of  calling,  where  he  told  his  stories  and 
compared  the  past  with  the  present,  noting  par- 
ticularly what  Middletown  was  like  three- 
quarters  of  a century  ago,  and  howl  he  had 
lived  to  see  fine  buildings  reared  and  prog- 
ress indicated  by  population  where  formerly 
there  were  only  cow-paths.  The  editor  of  the 
Sentinel  and  Witness  said  of  him,  on  August 
20,  1891,  “Samuel  Stearns,  Sr.,  passed  the 


ninety-first  anniversary  of  his  birthday,  p j 
was  walking  around  the  streets  nimbly  as  : 
youth,  inviting  his  friends  to  call  at  his  hom  - 
where  a reception  will  be  held  in  honor  < 
his  ninety-first  birthday.  He  was-  congrati 
lated  by  everybody  who  grasped  his  hand." 

Samuel  Stearns  was  twice  married,  his-  fir  ' 
wife  being  Esther  Oliver.  Of  their  childre 
Mary  E.,  who-  married  Charles  R.  Hfurlburl 
died  in  November,  1899,  in  Middletown.  V 
his  second  union  with  Sarah  Cook,  of  Middl  ; 
town,  cam)e  eight  children:  Samuel,  Jr.,  d 

Middletown ; Harriet,  who  died  in  Middletow:; 
unmarried;  Augustus  C.,  who  died  in  Middl- j 
town,  unmarried;  Henry  O.,  a merchant,  wf-- 
died  in  Middletown;  and  four  children,  wf; 
died  young.  Mr.  Stearns  was  a member  of  tl 
1.  O.  O.  F.  His  rerrjains  rest  in  Indian  Hi1 
cemetery.  j 

WILEIAM  MYLCHREEST  is  one  < 
the  leading  contractors  and  builders  of  his  se- 
tion  of  Connecticut  with  headquarters  at  Mi< 
dletown,  Middlesex  county,  in  which  city  ar 
vicinity  many  buildings  erected  in  the  pa 
twenty  years  attest  his  skill  and  workmanshi 
i Bom  in  Kirk  German,  Isle  of  Man,  Ai 
gust  8,  1842,  Mr.  Mylchreest  is  a son  of  Wil 1 
iam  and  Catherine  (Davidson)  Mylchrees 1 
the  former  of  whom,  was  a member  of  a vei 
O-ld  Mlanx  family,  one  of  the  first  seven  fam 
lies  to'  locate  in  the  Isle  of  Man.  John  My  1 
chreest,  grandfather  of  William,  was  twit 
married,  and  by  his  first  wife  had  two  chi 
dren,  William  and  Jane,  the  latter  of  who 
died  unmarried ; by  his  second  wife  he  had  1 
children. 

William  Mylchreest,  father  of  the  gentl 
man  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  wC 
born  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  there  followt 
the  business  of  contractor,  building  many  < 
the  engine  houses  for  the  numerous  mines  [ 
that  country.  He  lived  to  about  the  age  (i 
sixty  years.  His  wife,  Catherine  (Davidson1 
wiho  was  also  a native  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  live 
to  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-five  years.  ; 
brief  record  of  their  family  of  fourteen  ch , 
dren,  including  one  pair  of  twins,  is  as  follow  ; 

( 1 ) Annie  married  David  Little  and  died 
Ishpeming,  Mich.  (2)  William  is  mention' 
below.  (3)  John,  who-  was  a superintende 
on  the  Welland  Canal,  in  Canada,  died  in  188 
and  was  buried  in  Fonthill  cemetery,  We 
and,  Ontano,  Canada.  (4)  Jane  is  Mrs.  Phill 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  209 


rellin,  of  the  Isle  of  Man.  (5)  David  ITar- 
s,  who  lives  at  Niagara  Falls,  Canada,  is  a 
ontractor  by  occupation,  and  for  eleven  years 
as  in  the  employ  of  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment, as  superintendent  of  Government  docks 
1 the  Pacific  coast  and  along  the  St. 
awrence  river,  and  at  the  large  power 
Ouse  and  tunnel  at  Niagara  Falls,  N. 

(6)  James  lived  in  Chicago  for  a 
me,  and  then  returned  to  England,  now  re- 
ding at  Halifax,  Yorkshire.  (7)  Philip  came 

- the  United  States,  but  after  a while  returned 
:>  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  died  there  in  1888, 
81)  Evan  and  (9)  Henry  were  twins.  The 
ruier  was  superintendent  of  masonry  011  the 
iult  Ste.  Marie  canal,  Michigan,  and  died 

“the  Sault”  in  1893;  he  is  buried  in  Fair- 
•evv  cemetery,  Niagara  Falls,  Canada.  He 
;ft  no  children.  Henry  lives  in  Liverpool, 
agland,  and  has  been  in  the  police  service 
>out  thirty  years.  (10)  Catherine,  is  Mrs. 
>hn  Crane,  of  the  Isle  of  Man.  ( 1 1 ) Robert, 
ho  lives  at  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  has  been  as- 
dated  with  his  brothers  in  contract  work  and 
her  business.  (12)  Richard,  who  lives  at 
iagara  Falls,  Canada,  has  superintended  the 
instruction  of  some  of  the  largest  factories 
d dams  in  this  country,  and  some  of  the 
■gest  factories  in  North  Adams,  Mlass.  His 
fe  died  July  22,  1902.  (13)  Elizabeth,  who 

unmarried,  lives  in  the  old  homestead  on  the 
le  of  Man.  (4)  Mary  Isabella,  also  un- 
irried,  lives  on  the  Isle  of  Man. 

William  Mylclmeest  received  a good  com- 
m-school  education  at  the  place  of  his  na- 
1 ity,  attending  up  to  the  age  of  fourteen 
ars.  When  twenty-two  years  old  he  went 
Liverpool,  England,  from  there  shortly  af- 
‘ward  proceeding  to  Halifax,  Yorkshire, 
lere  he  took  a course  of  studies  in  draught- 
f and  geometry  at  a night  school.  Before 
iving  home  he  learned  the  trade  of  mason 
dcr  his  farther,  and  during  his  residence  in 
difax  worked  at  that  trade  during  the  day, 
night  attending  school,  as  above  stated, 
ter  a three-vears  residence  in  that  city  he 
iti'iK'd  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  shortly  after 

- 1 Mi  it  i age  there  came  to  America,  emlbark- 
rt  on  the  “Australasia,”  of  the  Cunard  line, 
bill  vessel  after  a voyage  of  eight  days  and 
1 hours  arrived  at  Boston,  Mass.,  April  9, 

Mir.  Mylchreest's  destination  was  Mid- 
1 ‘town.  Conn.,  and  lie  arrived  there  April 
th.  In  the  Middlesex  quarry  at  Portland  he 
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worked  at  his  trade  for  six  days  and  then  went 
to  laying  brick  at  $4  per  day,  following  that 
occupation  in  both  Middletown  and  Hartford, 
in  which  latter  city  he  was  employed  on  the 
Charter  Oak  building,  then  being  constructed. 
Returning  to  Middletown,  he  worked  on  vari- 
ous buildings  there.  In  1871  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  Plugh  McConochie  and  James 
Moore,  under  the  firm  name  of  McConochie, 
Moore  & Mydchreest,  and  they  continued  to- 
gether some  nine  years,  at  about  the  end  of 
which  time  Mr.  Moore  retired  from  the  firm, 
which  then  became  McConochie  & Mylchreest. 
This  arrangement  continued  eight  or  nine 
years  more,  when  Mr.  McConochie  retired,  and 
Mr.  Mylchreest  has  since  conducted  the  busi- 
ness alone,  as  sole  proprietor.  Among  the 
large  and  handsome  buildings  lie  has  con- 
structed in  and  about  Middletown  miay  be 
mentioned  the  Fayerweather  Gymnasium,  at 
Wesleyan  University;  the  Wesleyan  Univers- 
ity boiler  house;  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building; 
E.  K.  Hubbard’s  residence  on  High  street; 
Mr.  Bullard’s  residence,  on  Washington  street; 
the  Berkeley  Divinity  School  library,  on  Wash- 
ington street ; the  German  Lutheran  church, 
on  High  street;  Dr.  John  E.  Bailey's  residence, 
on  Washington  street;  and  the  large  brick  ad- 
dition to  Bunce’s  store.  He  also  built  two 
wings  of  the  hospital  building  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Middletown. 
In  addition  to1  these  he  has  put  up  many  other 
buildings,  thirteen  belonging  to  himself,  which 
he  either  rents  or  has  sold.  In  1899  lie  con- 
structed the  engine  house  on  Main  street,  one 
of  the  best  buildings  of  its  kind  in  New  Eng- 
land ; in  the  same  year  he  erected  his  present 
home  on  Brainerd  avenue.  Pie  built  the  first 
house  that  appeared  on  that  Well-known 
avenue.  In  1898  he  had  the  contract  for  the 
improverdent  at  Union  Park,  which  called  for 
its  practical  rebuilding.  Among  other  struct- 
ures that  attest  his  skill  may  be  mentioned 
the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  fraternity  house,  at  the 
corner  of  Cross  and  High  streets,  and  the 
Eclectic  Club  House,  on  College  Place.  He 
remodeled  the  D.  K.  E.  Chapter  house,  on 
High  street. 

O11  Mhrcli  25,  18119,  Mr.  Mylchreest  was 
married  to  Miss  Ann  Senogles,  a native  of  the 
Isle  of  Man,  lx>rn  April  9,  1850,  daughter  of 
| Joseph  and  Catherine  ( Mylchreest)  Senogles, 
well-to-do  people  of  that  island,  who  had  a 
family  of  thirteen  children,  Ann  being  twelfth 
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in  order  of  birth  and  the  fifth  daughter.  Mrs. 
Mylchreest  was  the  only  one  of  this  family 
that  ever  located  in  the  United  States.  We 
have  the  following  record  of  them:  (i)  John 

died  in  1900.  (2)  Mary  is  Mrs.  William 

Ouayle.  (3)  Thomas  died  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
seven.  (4)  Joseph  died  in  1899.  (5)  Caro^ 

line,  Mrs.  William  Shimrrrdn,  died  in  1893. 

(6)  Agnes,  Mrs.  Thomas  Little,  died  in  1887. 

(7)  Aaron  died  in  1867.  (8)  William  died 

in  1849.  (9)  David  lives  at  St.  John's,  Isle 

of  Man.  (10)  Moses  keeps  a hotel  at  St. 
John’s,  Isle  of  Man.  (11)  Catherine,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Senogles,  died  in  1895.  (12)  Ann 

is  Mrs.  William  Mylchreest.  (13)  Emily  died 
in  infancy. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mylchreest  were  born 
children  as  follows:  (1)  William  Andrew  is 

associated  with  his  father  in  the  contracting 
business,  and  superintends  much  of  the  work. 
He  married  Miss  Mary  McKay,  of  Middle- 
town, Conn.,  who  was  born  of  Scottish  parents, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Mary  Ruth.  (2) 
Joseph  Henry  is  also'  associated  with  his  fa- 
ther in  business.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Barrow,  a native  of  Sheffield,  England,  and 
has  two  sons,  Joseph  Warren  and  William 
Barrow.  (3)  David  Harris  died  when  three 
and  one-half  years  old.  (4)  John  Jamies  is 
an  accomplished  artist,  possessed  of’  considera- 
ble natural  talent  in  that  line  and  a pupil  of 
John  A.  Sumner.  He  show's  much  more  than 
ordinary  skill  in  landscape  painting.  (5) 
Annie  Frances  is  a graduate  of  the  Middle- 
town  high  school,  class  of  1897.  (6)  Rich- 

ard Evan  attended  the  Hartford  Business  Col- 
lege, and  is  associated  with  his  father.  (7) 
George  Lewis  is  in  the  high  school,  class  of 
T903.  (8)  Clara  Jane  and  (9)  Mary  Eliza- 

beth also  attend  school.  The  family  are  all 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

In  politics  Mr.  Mylchreest  is  a Republican, 
and,  although  no  office  seeker,  he  efficiently 
served  his  city  as  alderman  two  years,  in  1898 
and  1899.  Commencing  with  nothing  but 
his  native  energy  and  push,  Mr.  Mylchreest 
has  worked  his  way  up  the  ladder  of  prosperity, 
rung  by  rung,  until  he  is.  now  an  extensive 
real-estate  owner  classed  among  the  most  pro- 
gressive and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Mid- 
dletown, toward  the  advancement  of  which  city 
he  has  done  so  much. 


ACKLEY  FAMILY.  Nicholas  Ackle 
the  first  of  the  name  in  America  of  who 
authentic  records  have  been  preserved,  wfi 
one  of  the  early  Colonial  settlers  of  Middh 
town,  Middlesex  county.  James  Ackley,  1. 
son,  was  born  in  1708,  and  died  in  1777.  I 
and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  lived  and  died  inti 
town  of  their  birth.  To  'them!  was  born 
son,  James  Ackley,  Jr.,  who>  was  twice  ma; 
ried.  His  first  wife,  Naomi,  died  without  ii 
sue.  His  second,  Ruth,  whom  he  married  r 
December  23,  1759,  bore  him  four  childre  1 
Naomi,  Nathaniel,  James  and  Ruth.  ( 1 ) N ; 
omi,  born  September  19,  1760,  married  Elisl . 
Niles  October  16,  1783,  and  became  the  moth 
of  five  children — Nancy  (born  February  2 
1785),  George  IT  (November  2,  1786),  Zi 
vida  (May  30,  1789),  Lydia  (February  1 
1793),  and  Esther  (October  29,  1797).  (: 
Nathaniel  was  born  in  1763.  (3)  Jarries  is  t 1 

next  in  the  line  we  are  tracing.  (4)  Rut 
born  in  1770,  married  Samuel  Skinner. 

James  Ackley,  the  third  child  in  the  abo 
family,  was  born  February  14,  1765,  and  di  1 
October  1,  1841.  He  lived  for  many  yea 
on  Young  street,  in  the  southern  part  of  t 
town  of  Chatham;,  and  was  a farmer  and  Iui 
berman.  He  married  Olive  Skinner,  of  We: 
Chester,  Conn,,  who  was  born  April  13,  ijt 
and  died  April  5,  1847.  Their  union  w 
blessed  with  the  following  children : Epaphi 
ditus,  born  January  28,  1789;  Lydia,  Janua 
19,  1790;  Dudley,  February  21,  1792;  R 
derick,  April  1,  1794  (referred  to  below 
Sylvia,  February  9,  1796  (married  Janua 
5,  1812,  Julius  Brainard)  ; Eliza,  July  11,  18 
(married  Eli  Burnham  March  3,  1825) ; Isa; 
September  11,  1804  (married  Betsey  B.  Ni  , 
November  24,  1825)  ; and  Maria,  Noveml: 
11,  1810. 

Roderick  Afckley,  fourth  child  in  the  abc 
family,  died  May  16,  1838.  He  was  marri 
December  9,  1824,  to  Lydia  Mariette  Spenc 
and  the  children  born  to  their  union  w< 
William  Nelson,  John,  Hiram  Roderick  a; 
Julius.  (1)  William  Nelson  married  a la j 
named  Goff,  and  died  in  East  Haddam.  ( | 
John  is  referred  to  more  fully  below.  (3)  f| 
ram  Roderick  “went  West”  in  early  life,  anc 
believed  to  have  lost  his  life  in  California.  ( 
Julius  was  married  August  9,  1854,  to  Li 
Chapman,  and  died  September  29,  1882.  I 
issue  of  their  marriage  was  two  sons  and  c : 
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Kansas  City,  Mo. 
married,  in  1891, 
his  home  in  Kan- 


.ighter,  Edmund  E.,  Emma  and  George  M. 
mund  E.  married  Etta  Butler,  of  Logans- 
rt,  Ind.,  in  1886,  and  died  at  Austin,  Minn., 
October,  1895;  their  children  were  Harold 
eceased)  and  Raymond.  Emma,  the  only 
ighter,  is  a resident  of 
orge  M.,  born  in  1870, 
nnie  Vaivre,  and  makes 
City. 

John  Ackley,  son  of  Roderick,  was  born 
Chatham,  January  8,  1828,  and  died  July 
1889.  He  grew  to  maturity  in  the  town  of 
birth,  and  there,  on  April  30,  1850,  mar- 
1 Lucy  Ann  Clark.  Having  learned  the 
eiuaker’s  trade  and  not  finding  it  congenial 
bis  tastes,  he  entered  the  employ  of  one  of 
bell  manufacturers  of  East  Hampton, 
er  he  engaged  in  farming  in  a small  way. 
was  well  versed  in  local  politics,  and  was 
tanch  Democrat  throughout  his  life.  His 

regard,  and 


ow  citizens  held  him  in 
the  time  of  his  demise  he 
first  selectman. 


high 


To  his  marriage  came 


owing  children 
1851,  died  May 
:ie  18.  1854,  on. 


held  the  office 
the 

Clara  W.,  born  March 
19,  1875.  Emima.  B.,  horn 
January  12,  1876,  married 


rry  Freeman,  of  South  Orange,  Nl  J. ; he 
1 March  6,  1879,  and  his  widow  now  resides 
fast  Hampton.  Adeline  E.,  born  December 
1864,  is  unmarried,  and  lives  with  her 
her  on  Bevin.  Hill,  East  Hampton. 
Tracing  back  the  genealogy  of  Mrs.  Lucy 
n (Clark)  Ackley,  we  find  John  Clark,  of 
’land,  an  early  emigrant  to  the  Colonies. 

I first  settled  in  Middletown,  but  soon  after 
loved  to  Haddam,  where  his  son  William 
born  in  1651,  dying  there  in  1688.  The 
t was  the  father  of  Nathaniel,  who  was 
>'|  1 in  1676.  Nathaniel  was  the  father  of 
v.,  who  was  born  in  Haddam  in  1717,  and 
I in  Chatham  April  25,  1765.  On  August 

I 74 2,  Jabez  Clark  married  Sarah  Judd,  and 

II  it  the  same  time  came  to  the  town  of  Chat- 
v taking  up  his  residence  on  what  is  now 
vm  as  Clark’s  Hill.  He  cleared  enough 

to  plant  grain  and  vegetables  for  the  sup- 
of  bis  family,  but  the  main  reliance  of 
household  for  food  was  upon  his  skill  as 
inter  and  fisherman. 


tli 


e a 
haniel, 
ibeth 
1 : her 
first 


To  himself  and  wife 
arge  family  of  children : ( i ) 

born  August  7,  1743,  married 

Norton,  who  died  May  17, 
father,  Rev.  John  Norton,  was 
pastor  of  the  East  Hampton 


Congregational  Church,  a chaplain  in  the 
Almerican  army  during  the  French  and  Indian 
war,  and  was  twice  captured  and  taken  to 
Quebec.  Eunice,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
Elizabeth,  became  the  wife  of  Sparrow  Smith, 
an  ancestor  of  Joel  West  Smith,  [whose  bio- 
graphy may  be  found  elsewhere].  (2)  Eda, 
born  August  24,  1745,  married  John  Norton, 
Jr.,  of  Middle  Haddam,  and  for  her  second 
husband  Deacon  Moses  Cook.  (3)  Jabez,  the 
next  in  the  line  of  descent,  is  more  fully  re- 
ferred to  in  the  succeeding  paragraph.  (4) 
Hannah,  'bom  January  1,  1749-50,  married 
John  Johnson.  (5)  Sarah,  born  March  25, 
1752,  became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Bevin.  (6) 
Amos,  born  October  12,  1754,  married  Anna 
Sears  July  12,  1781.  He  was  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  died  March  20, 
1843.  wife  died  July  8,  1835.  (7)  Ab- 

ner,  twin  brother  of  Amos,  died  on  a prison 
ship  during  the  Revolution.  (8)  Merc)’  mar- 
ried Joel  Wood. 

Jabez  Clark  was  born  August  25,  1747.  on 
Clark’s  ET ill,  town  of  Chatham,  and  died  De- 
cember 25,  1837.  He  was  by  trade  a cooper, 
his  work  consisting  chiefly  of  making 
hogsheads  and  barrels  for  the  West  India  sugar 
and  syrup  trade,  although  he  made  one  voyage 
on  a whaler  as  cooper  for  the  ship.  The  fami- 
ly still  preserves  some  highly-prized  relics  of 
this  estimable  mjan,  whose  aged  exceeded  ninety 
years.  Amlong  them'  are  a Bible  of  1775,  a 
pair  of  balances,  a flax  stick  (of  hickory),  and 
the  walking  stick  which  he  parried  during 
; "lis  later  years,  charred  and  blackened  at  the 
tip  through  frequent  use  in  stirring  the  logs 
in  the  olcDfashioned  fireplace  at  his  home.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Lydia, 
daughter  of  Abijah  Hall,  and  his  second  Ruth 
Hinckley.  Of  the  first  union  there  was  no 
issue,  and  to  the  second  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren : Ira,  Jabez,  Timothy,  Lydia,  David,  Ori- 
niel  and  Hiram.  (1)  Ira,  who  lived  in  the 
southern  part  of  Chatham,  married  Sarah 
Eddy,  and  was  the  father  of  four  children,  all 
of  whom,  are  deceased — Clarissa  (never  mar- 
ried), Charity  (married  Garrison  Gates,  of 
Mood  us),  Sarah  Ann  (the  second  wife  of  Gar- 
rison Gates),  and  Caroline  (never  married). 
(2)  Jabez  mlarried  Ann  Warner,  and  removed 
to  the  West.  (3)  Timothy  married  Sophia 
Smith,  and  they,  too,  moved  away.  (4)  Lydia 
married  Moses  West.  (5)  David  married  Pol- 
ly Gates,  and  settled  in  the  State  of  New 
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York.  (6)  Orimel  is  referred  to  below.  (7) 
Hiram  married  Achsa  Arnold. 

Orimel  Clark,  father  of  Mrs.  John  Ackley, 
was  born  May  1,  1799,  and  died  May  13,  1877. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  a cooper  from  his 
father,  and  carried  it  on  in  connection  with 
farming-  during  his  lifetime,  on  Clark’s  Hill, 
the  home  of  his  'birth.  On  May  23,  1821,  he 
was  married  to  Permelia  Bevin,  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Anna  (Avery)  Bevin,  and  to  their 
union  were  born  tw)o  sons  and  two  daughters : 
(1)  Alonzo,  October  13,  1822,  married  Aman- 
da Hall,  and  died  December  16,  1876.  (2) 

Abraham  September  25,  1825,  died  December 
21  st,  following.  (3)  Lucy  Ann,  January  20, 
1829,  became  the  wife  of  John  Ackley.  (4) 
Rebecca  AVery,  November  19,  1834,  died  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1893. 

ALFRED  HALL,  for  many  years  presi- 
dent of  the  Slialer  & Hall  Quarry  Company, 
which  was  several  years  ago  incorporated  into' 
the  Brainerd,  Shaler  & Hall  Quarry  Company, 
ably  sustained  in  his  generation  the  high  posi- 
tion in  commercial  circles  which  this  family 
has  for  so  long  enjoyed.  Alfred  Hall 
was  a descendant  in  the  eighth  generation 
from  John  Hall,  born  in  the  County  of  Kent, 
England,  in  1584,  who  came  to'  this  country 
and  settled  in  Roxbury,  Mass.,  in  1633.  In 
September  of  the  same  year  he,  with  John 
Oldham  and  two  others,  explored  the  region 
bordering  the  Connecticut  river,  and  their  re- 
port, dated  January  20,  1634,  led  to  the  mi- 
grations from  Dorchester  to  Wethersfield,  and 
from  Cambridge  to'  Hartford.  In  the  year 
1635,  it  is  recorded,  he  was  made  “freeman” 
in  Boston.  In  1636  he  joined  the  Hooker 
and  Stone  colony,  and  went  to  Hartford,  re- 
moving- his  family  thither  in  1639.  He  owned 
and  occupied  as  his  place  of  residence  a tract 
of  six  acres  west  of  the  New’  York,  New  Ha- 
ven & Hartford  railroad,  and  now  known  as 
the  Sigourney  (or  Catlin)  Place.  In  1650  he 
moved  to  Middletown  (then  called  Metta- 
besick),  being  one  of  the  original  purchasers 
of  lands  from  the  Indians.  Samuel  Hall,  of 
the  third  generation  in  this  country,  in  1719 
moved  to>  East  Middletown  (afterward  known 
as  Chatham,  and  now  as  Portland),  and  down 
to  the  present  generation  the  family  has  con- 
tinued to>  reside  there. 

Alfred  Hall  entered  Washington  (now 
Trinity)  College,  the  first  day  the  bell  rang  for 


prayers,  and  his  eldest  son,  Samuel,  was  the  i 
first  son  of  a graduate  to  enter  the  same  college. 
After  his  graduation,  Mr.  Hall  selected  the 
law  as  his  profession,  ad  completed  the  course 
of  study  at  the  Harvard  Law  School.  At  the 
request  of  his  father,  however,  he  then  re- 
turned to  Portland,  and  engaged  with  him  in 
the  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  brown-stone  ( 
•quarry  conducted  by  the  Shaler  & Hall  Quarry  J 
Company,  organized  during  the  Revolutionary  ! 
war  by  Nathaniel  Shaler  and  Joel  Hall,  the  ■ 
latter  being  the  grandfather  of  Alfred  Hall. 
The  following  advertisement,  taken  from  the 
Middletown  Gazette  or  Federal  Advertiser , , 
published  in  Middletown,  October  13,  1781, 
save  in  its  quaint  spelling  would  satisfy  today, 
in  its  energetic  promise : 

The  Free  Stone  Quarry  at  Chatham  (known  by  the 
name  of  Johnson’s  Quarry),  is  now  worked  under  the 
direction  of  Shaler  and  Hall,  who  will  supply  the  stone 
at  the  Shortest  Notice,  and  at  the  lowest  prices  either 
in  the  Rough  or  finished,  and  in  such  Dimensions  as  1 
may  be  required.  They  will  contract  to  furnish  any : 
quantity,  for  public  or  private  Buildings,  Flags,  Grave  I 
Stones  or  Monuments,  and  deliver  them  at  any  Port  in  1 
North  America.  Orders  directed  (postpaid)  to  Shaler  | 
and  Hall  at  the  Quarry,  Chatham,  will  have  due  atten- 1 
tion. 

October  13th,  1781.  I 

Alfred  Hall  succeeded  his  father  in  the ^ 
presidency  of  the  Quarry  Company,  and  for  j 
many  years  took  an  active  interest  in  its  affairs. 
He  died  September  11,  1873. 

On  September  10,  1833,  Mr.  Hall  married 
Maria  Lydia,  daughter  of  Seth  and  Maria: 

( Ransom  ) Whiting,  of  Hartford,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Amos  Ransom,  a Revolutionary 
soldier.  To  this  union  cante  eight  children, 
of  whom  we  give  a brief  record:  Samuel,' 

born  October  14,  1834,  died  August  28,  1888:; 
he  graduated  from  Trinity  College,  and  be- 
came an  Episcopal  clergyman,  and  in  the  earl) 
years  of  his  life  was  a missionary  among  the 
Chippewa  Indians,  in  Minnesota.  Alfred  Gor-' 
don,  born  February  6,  1837,  died  Septembeij 
15,  1867;  he  served  four  years  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  at  its  close  was  a lieutenant-colonel  irj 
the  United  States  army.  Maria  Whiting,  bond 
July  3,  1839,  died  March  13,  1844.  Jane 
Whiting,  born  Ah  gust  1,  1841,  died  March 
21,  1844.  James  Philip  is  mentioned  below, 
Mary  Ellen,  born  December  29,  1846,  is  the: 
wife  of  S.  Oliver  Gildersleeve.  John  Henry  id 
mentioned  below.  Alice  Elizabeth,  born  No- 
vember 6,  1851,  is  the  wife  of  Fred  E.  Glad- 
win. The  mother  of  this  family  died  July  n 
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’,82.  She  was  a woman  of  education  and 
lture,  active  in  good  works,  and  held  in  re- 
ect  and  esteem  by  all  who  knew  her. 

James  Philip  Hall,  the  third  son,  and 
th  child  of  Hon.  Alfred  Hall,  was  born  at 
prtland,  May  18,  1844,  and  is  now  the  oldest 
ing  member  of  the  family.  He  resides  at 
artford.  On  June  1,  1876,  he  married  Isa- 
na  Harrison,  of  Morristown,  M.  J.,  who  died 
nuarv  14,  1881.  They  had  two  children: 
lima  Geraldine,  born  July  27,  1877,  is  the 
fe  of  Walter  Spencer  Brown,  of  the  Plimp- 

1 Company,  of  Hartford.  Henry  Harrison, 
rn  July  10,  1878  (who  is  of  the  tenth  gener- 
011  of  the  Hall  family  in  America ) , enlisted 
the  First  Connecticut  Volunteers,  served  in 

2 war  with  Spain,  and  is  now,  an  officer  in 
U Twenty-third  Infantry,  United  States 
1 'my. 

John  Henry  Hall  was  born  March  24, 
49,  in  Portland,  Middlesex  county,  where 
attended  the  public  school.  He  went  thence 
' Chase’s  famous  school,  in  Middletown,  and 
1 mpleted  his  course  of  study  at  the  Episco- 
] I Academy  of  Connecticut,  Cheshire.  Pre- 
ring  business  to  a professional  career,  he 
< tered  the  employ  of  Sturgis,  Bennett  & Co., 
! >s.  125  and  127  Front  street,  New  York,  at 
1 it  time  the  largest  importers  of  tea  and  coffee 
i the  United  States,  and  remained  with  them 
1 e years,  enjoying  rapid  promotion,  attaining, 
'<  the  age  of  nineteen,  to  the  charge  of  the 
I eign  and  insurance  departments.  In  Decem- 
I ",  1877,  he  returned  to  Portland  with  his 
i nily,  having  purchased  a large  interest  in  the 
I 'kering  governor — at  that  time  in  a very  de- 
I ssed  condition — under  the  firm  name  of  T. 

I Pickering  & Company.  Owing  to  his  tire- 
lj  energy  and  wise  business  management, 
t enterprise  became  a rapid  success.  In  five 
> rs  from  the  time  of  his  association  with 
t firm  the  manufacture  and  sale  increased 
1 m less  than  five  hundred  a year  to  five  thou- 
s d.  Successful  in  his  competition  on  this 
" of  the  water,  he  engaged  in  competition 
v li  English  manufacturers,  and  the  sale  of 
1 Pickering  governor  to>  Great  Britain  and 
1 colonies  now  represents  per  annum  four 
l es  the  original  output. 

During  his  ten  years'  residence  in  Portland. 
1 m 1X78  tn  1888,  Mr.  Hall  was  prominent 
I die  interests  of  the  town.  Fie  was  elected 
p mlent  of  the  Shaler  & Hall  Quarry  Corn- 


management  revolutionized  its  working,  intro- 
ducin  machinery  up-to-date,  keeping  it  abreast 
with  the  times,  and  causing  it  to  enter  upon 
a new  era  of  prosperity.  In  1896  he  formed 
a new  company,  called  the  Brainerd,  Shaler  & 
Hall  Quarry  Company,  which  bought  the 
Shaler  & Hall  Quarry  Company  and  the  Brain- 
erd Quarry  Company,  and  acted  as  president 
of  same  until  his  death. 

Meantime  Mr.  Hall  refused  nominations  to 
both  branches  of  the  State  Legislature,  ten- 
dered him  by  the  dominant  party.  In  18S8 
his  business,  which  had  been  carried  on  under 
a partnership,  was  organized  as  a corporation, 
Mr.  Hall  retaining  his  proprietary  interest, 
and  holding  the  position  of  treasurer.  About 
this  time  the  continuous  ill  health  of  R.  W.  H. 
Jarvis,  president  of  the  Colt’s  Patent  Fire 
Arms  Manufacturing  Company,  and  his  conse- 
quent retirement  from  active  management  in 
the  concern,  together  with  the  general  depres- 
sion of  its  business,  and  the  resignation  of 
Gen.  William,  B.  Franklin,  determined  its 
board  of  directors  to  offer  to'  Mr.  Hall  the 
position  of  general  manager  of  the  corporation. 
An  arrangement  was  made  satisfactory  to  both 
parties,  and  Mr.  Hall  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office  with  the  business  acumen  and  un- 
tiring zeal  and  energy  SO'  characteristic  of  him. 
Although  Mr.  Jarvis  retained  the  presidency, 
it  was  understood,  owing  to'  his  condition  of 
health,  that  he  was  to  be  relieved  of  all  re- 
sponsibility and  care  attaching  to'  the  office. 
Caldwell  H.  Colt,  the  vice-president,  was  ab- 
sent from  Hartford  the  greater  portion  of 
the  time,  SO'  that  almost  from  the  beginning  of 
his  connection  with  the  corporation  the  entire 
direction  of  affairs,  both  within  the  manufac- 
tory and  in  its  relations  with  the  business  world 
at  large,  devolved  upon  Mr.  Hall.  The  di- 
rectors. soon  assurrecl  of  his  ample  capability 
and  worth,  supported  him  loyally  in  the  changes 
lie  advocated,  and  under  his  vigorous  direction 
the  company  was  strengthened  at  home  and 
abroad.  I11  1890  he  was  elected  vice-president 
and  treasurer,  and  in  June,  1901,  on  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  company,  he  was  made  presi- 
dent, continuing  in  that  incumbency  until  his 
death. 

During  his  residence  in  Hartford  Mr. 
Hall’s  geniality  and  business  ability  received 
a flattering  recognition  on  the  part  of  its  citi- 
zens. lie  declined  nomination  to  municipal 
office,  but  from  t8»)o  to  1896  served  on  the 
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city  board  of  water  commissioners.  He  was 
State  Senator  from  the  First  District  of  Hart- 
ford in  1895-96.  His  political  affiliations  were 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  1896  and 
1900  he  supported  the  gold  wing  of  that  party. 
He  was  a director  in  various  Hartford  corpora- 
tions, namely : The  Phoenix  Fire  Insurance 

Company,  the  Phoenix  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company,  the  Hartford  National  Bank  and 
the  Dime  Savings  Bank,  and  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  a mem- 
ber of  its  first  board  of  directors.  He  was 
also  a director  of  the  Neptune  Meter  Company, 
of  New  York.  He  enjoyed  m'embership  in  the 
Hartford  Club,  the  Manhattan  Club,  the  En- 
gineers’ Club,  and  the  New  York  Yacht  Club, 
of  New  York  City,  and  the  Metropolitan  Club, 
of  Washington;  was  a member  of  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution,  and  the  Sons  of  Co- 
lonial Wars,  also  of  the  “Mayflower”  Society, 
and  a Mason  of  the  thirty-second  degree. 

On  February  9,  1870,  Mr.  Hall  was  married 
to  Miss  Sarah  G.  Loines,  of  New  York,  who 
is  descended  on  her  father’s  side  front  Quaker 
stock,  and  from  the  Hopkinses  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and. Her  ancestor,  Stephen  Hopkins,  was  a 
very  prominent  citizen  of  that  honored  com- 
monwealth during  the  Revolutionary  period. 
He  was  chief  justice  of  both  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  and  the  Superior  court,  govern- 
or of  Rhode  Island,  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  He  was  twice  elected  to 
the  Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  and 
was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  children,  two 
of  whom  survive : Clarence  Loines  and  Miss 

Grace  Loines. 

Mr.  Hall  was  always  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  was  senior  warden  of 
the  parish  of  the  Good  Shepherd  in  the  city 
of  his  residence.  He  was  ever  loyally  faithful 
to  the  interests  he  represented,  whether  of  a 
public  or  private  character,  and  steadfastly  de- 
clined calls  to  a wider  field  for  the  display  of 
his  energies  with  promise  of  a more  lucrative 
employment. 

Mr.  Hall  passed  away  June  25,  1902,  after 
an  illness  of  about  three  weeks,  his  death  being 
caused  by  apoplexy,  superinduced  by  Bright’s 
disease.  He  was  sincerely  mourned  in  all  the 
circles  in  which  he  had  m.oved,  and  among  the 
many  expressions  of  sympathy,  were  resolu- 
tions from  the  Colt’s  Patent  Fire  Arms  Manu- 


facturing Company,  the  Brainerd,  Shaler  \ 
Hall  Quarry  Company,  the  Church  of  tl  \ 
Good  Shepherd,  Trinity  Parish,  of  Portlan 
Conn.,  the  Men’s  League  of  the  Church  of  tl  i 
Good  Shepherd  (of  which  he  was  president 
the  Phoenix  Life  Insurance  Company,  the  Man 
ufacturers  Governor  Company,  the  Hartfor 
National  Bank,  and  others.  We  append  thof 
of  the  Colt’s  Company  and  the  Quarry  Con 
pany. 

The  Hon.  John  H.  Hall,  president  of  this  compai  / 
having  died  on  June  25,  1902, 

We,  the  members  of  board  of  directors  of  t 1 
Colt’s  Patent  Fire  Arms  Manufacturing  Company,  dee ; 
it  fitting  and  proper  to  enter  on  the  records  of  this  icot 
pany,  and  hereby  order  to  be  so  entered,  this  express! 
of  our  appreciation  of  his  exceptional  ability  as  a fina 
cier.  and  manager ; of  his  invaluable  services  to  tl 
institution,  covering  a period  of  fourteen  years,  durii 
which  time  its  affairs  have  become  more  firmly  esta 
lished  than  ever  before ; of  his  sympathy  and  geniali 
as  a business  associate;  and,  finally,  of  his  high  cha 
acter  as  a man.  > 

And,  furthermore,  we  order  that  a copy  of  this  vc 
be  suitably  engrossed,  as  a token  of  our  high  esteem  at 
as  an  expression  of  our  sympathy  for  those  who  mou  f 
his  loss  from  their  family  circle. 

The  Colt’s  Patent  Fire  Arms  Manufacturing  Compan 

At  a meeting  of  board  of  directors  of  the  Brai 
erd,  Shaler  & Hall  Quarry  Company,  held  this  da 
the  following  minute  was  adopted: 

The  directors  of  the  company  realize  the  great  lo 
sustained  by  the  death  of  the  president,  the  Hon.  Jol. 
H.  Hall,  who  died  in  the  city  of  Hartford  on  June  2 1 
1902,  and  desire  to  record  their  high  appreciation 
his  eminent  ability,  bis  tireless  energy,  honesty  of  pin 
pose  and  his  steadfast  friendship,  and  wish  to  convt 
to  his  family  their  most  profound  sympathy  and  so 
row  in  their  deep  affliction.  Since  the  organization 
this  corporation  he  has  been  our  president  and  0: 
friend.  We  miss  his  guiding  hand,  which  was  ev 
ready  to  do  the  right.  We  miss  his  genial  present 
his  generous  disposition  and  wise  counsel.  He  w 
true,  loyal,  careful  and  conscientious,  and  was  alwa; 
keenly  alive  to  the  best  interests  of  this  compan 
Born  in  Portland,  and  early  identified  with  its  religion 
business  and  social  life,  and  although  in  latter  yea 
a resident  of  Hartford,  yet  he  never  lost  sight  of  ti 
welfare  of  his  native  town,  and  could  always  be  relit 
upon  to  lend  his  most  earnest  effort  for  the  good  1 
this  community.  In  his  death  this  board  has  lost 
singularly  efficient  officer  and  a cherished  associate.  H 
family  has  been  bereft  of  a loving  husband  and  devote 
father,  and  the  State  of  one  of  its  most  useful  citizen! 
We  direct  that  this  minute  be  entered  on  the  records  i| 
the  company  and  a copy  transmitted  to  his  family. 

W.  H.  Edwards,  Secretary. 

Portland,  Conn.,  July  15th,  1902. 

GEORGE  S.  GLADDING,  one  of  th 
prominent  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  < 
Chester,  Conn.,  and  well  and  favorably  know 
throughout  the  whole  State,  passed  into  hi 
eternal  rest  on  Mairch  30,  1898,  leaving  be 
hind  him  a record,  both  public  and  private 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


215 


111 

si 

R 

fa 

th 

at 

tit 

re 

cv 

2" 

-/ 

tii 

0 

he 

uf 

w; 

w 

E: 

P 

a 

ag 

in 

\v< 

N 

ch 


or 

ye 

vv*! 

'PI 

hi: 

hit 

fo 


offers  inspiration  and  encouragement  to 
•eeding  generations. 

Mr.  Gladding  was  descended  from  Josiah 
Ming,  a native  and  resident  of  Old  Say- 
■jk,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
shipbuilding  ail  bis  life.  There  he  mar- 
Phebe  Watrous,  and  the  children  born 
his  union  were:  Phebe,  who  married  John 
;ers,  cf  Lyme,  Conn.,  a comb  maker  at 
p River,  where  she  died;  Josiah,  who>  mar- 
Zodiska  Pratt,  and  lived  and  died  in  Say- 
>k;  John,  who  married  Hannah  South- 
th,  and  lived  and  died  in  Deep  River ; Ezra, 

1 married  Lorinda  Gladding,  and  lived  and 
in  Old  Saybrook ; Noah,  the  father  of 
subject;  Rufus,  who  married  Roxiana 
jpmjan,  and  lived  and  died  in  Old  Saybrook ; 
Horace,  who  died  in  youth. 

Noah  Gladding  was  born  January  6,  1801, 
hid  Saybrook,  where  he  resided  until  his 
eenth  year,  at  which  time  he  wient  to  Deep 
er  and  secured  employment  in  the  comb 
ary  of  George  Read  & Co.,  continuing  in 
line  for  the  succeeding  eighteen  years.  On 
unt  of  failing  health  he  gave  up  his  posi- 
, came  to  Chester  in  1840,  and  for  the 
of  his  life  followed  farming,  his  death  oc- 
ing  at  the  home  of  our  subject  December 
1890,  he  having  the  distinction  at  that 
: of  being  the  oldest  citizen  of  the  place, 
of  the  stanch  old-time  Whigs,  he  gladly 
mte  an  adherent  of  the  Republican  party 
i the  formation  of  the  latter,  an,d  was  al- 
s eager  for  its  success.  Both  he  and  wife 
- members  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
x,  and  were  known  to  be  Christian  peo- 
Mr.  Gladding  married  Charlotte  Watrous, 
tive  of  Chester,  who  died  in  1876,  at  the 
of  seventy-two;  the  remains  of  both  lie 
maintain  Hill  cemletery.  Their  children 
• : Theresa,  who  married  Sylvester  Clark ; 
h,  who  married  Olive  Smith,  and  had  one 
I,  Minnie,  who  married  John  Hardy,  of 
>ma,  Wash. ; Richard  W. ; and  George  S. 
reorge  S.  Gladding  was  born  in  Deep  Riv- 
01111.,  May  12,  1834,  and  when  'but  eight 
' (,|f  age,  went  to<  Chester  with  his  parents, 
e he  lived  continuously  until  his  demise, 
igh  his  educational  facilities  were  limited, 
ctivc  mind  and  broad  understanding  stood 
in  good  stead  and  equipped  him  as  fully 
’ife  work  as  those  more  favored  by 


us 


me.  \\  hen  sixteen  years  of  age  lie  erected 
'hi  factory,  engaging  there  in  the  manufac- 


ture of  skate  woods,  later  becoming  interested 
in  the  manufacture  of  augers  and  auger  bits 
for  Russell  Jennings,  G.  G.  Griswold  and 
Joshua  L’Hommedieu,  and  he  also  worked  for 
a time  for  S.  C.  Silliman  & Co.  Some  years 
later  he  formed  a partnership  with  the  late 
N.  C.  Perry,  in  the  wood- working  business, 
and  four  years  later  turned  this  over  to  Mr. 
Perry.  In  1859,  Mr.  Gladding  entered  the 
employ  of  the  late  C.  B.  Rogers,  of  Deep 
River,  and  was  given  the  sole  management 
of  the  factory  at  Chester.  In  1891  he  bought 
this,  building  up  a large  and  lucrative  business, 
which  is  still  conducted  by  his  family.  As  his 
reputation  as  a business  man  was  unimpeacha- 
ble, his  goods  have  long  been  known  in  the 
market  as  reliable  in  every  w’ay. 

On  May  7,  1857,  Mr.  Gladding  was  mar- 
ried to  Sarah  A.  Weebi,  born  in  East  Haddam, 
Conn.,  November  26,  1835,  who  camte  to  Ches- 
ter in  infancy  with  her  father,  Calvin  L.  Webb. 
Pl]er  mother,  Sally  (Shailer  ) Webb,  had  passed 
away  one  week  after  the  birth  of  the  daugh- 
ter. The  grandfather  of  Calvin  L.  Webb  was 
Constant  Webb  who  married  a Miss  Denni- 
son, by  whom  he  had  a son,  Ai'za.  Arza 
Webb  married  Sally  Stebbins,  and  they  had 
six  children:  Calvin  L.,  C’altha,  John,  Ann, 
Charles  and  Harriet.  Calvin  L.  Webb  was  a 
seafaring  man,  and  he  died  when  Mrs.  Glad- 
ding was  five  years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glad- 
ding were  parents  of  tw|o  children : Gertrude 
E.,  is  an  accomplished  teacher  of  rriusic,  hav- 
ing classes  in  Chester,  Deep  River  and  vicinity ; 
Calvin  R.  attended  Huntsinger’s  Business 
College  at  Hartford,  and  is  nowi  very  ably 
conducting  the  business  of  his  late  father,  being 
justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  ntost  promising 
young  business  men  of  this  part  of  the  county. 

In  politics  Mr.  Gladding  was  a Republi- 
can and  enjoyed  the  entire  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  his  party,  being  called  upon  to  repre- 
sent the  town  of  Or  ester  in  the  General  As- 
sembly of  1895,  and  he  also  took  his  seat  as  a 
member  proTem.  of  that  of  181)7.  several  weeks 
in  the  place  of  the  regularly  elected  representa- 
tive, who  Was  ill,  and  lie  showed  him'self  to 
be  a wise  counsellor  and  safe  adviser.  Frater- 
nally he  was  connected  with  Trinity  Lodge, 
No.  43,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Deep  River,  and  with 
Burning  Bush  Chapter,  of  Essex.  Through- 
out the  town  Mr.'  Gladding  was  known  as  a 
man  of  uprightness  and  integrity,  and  his  word 
was  as  good  as  his  1>ond.  Of  a kind  and 
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generous  nature,  always  ready  to  help  those  in 
need  of  assistance,  he  will  long  be  remembered 
by  those  w]ho  shared  his  bounty  and  received 
sympathy  and  help  in  his  kind  and  unostenta- 
tious way. 

ISAAC  EMERSON  PALMER,  a sub- 
stantial and  prominent  manufacturer  of  Middle- 
tow, n,  Middlesex  county,  is  a descendant  of  one 
of  the  early  families  of  New  England. 

Walter  Palm'er,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of 
the  New!  London  county  (Conn.)  branch  of 
the  Palmer  family,  of  which  Isaac  E.  Palmer 
is  a member,  was  born  in  England  as  early  as 
1598,  and  arrived  in  New  England  as  early  as 
1629,  appearing  at  Charlestown,  Mass. ; he 
built  the  first  dwelling  erected  in  that  place. 
In  1643  he  removed  to  the  Plymouth  Colony, 
and,  with  others,  joined  in  the  organization  of 
the  town  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.  In  1653  he  re- 
moved to  Stonington,  Connecticut. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a descendant 
in  the  seventh  generation  in  direct  line  from 
this  Walter  Palmer,  the  emigrant.  Elder  Reu- 
ben Palmer,  his  grandfather,  son  of  Gershom 
and  Dolly  (Brown)  Palmer,  of  Preston,  Conn., 
was  born  June  12,  1759,  the  fifth  child  and 
only  son  in  a family  of  ten.  Elder  Reuben 
Palmer  was  married  November  11,  1780,  to 
Lucretia  Tyler,  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Hannah 
Barnes,  of  Preston,  Conn.  He  was  ordained 
an  elder  in  the  Baptist  Church  at  Stonington, 
Conn.,  and  for  a period  was  pastor  of  a,  church 
there,  after  which  he  became  pastor  of  the  old 
Baptist  Church  at  Montville,  Conn.,  serving 
it  from  1798  until  his  death,  in  1822,  at  which 
time  he  was  aged  sixtv-three  years.  For  many 
years  he  was  a most  liberal  contributor  toward 
the  support  of  the  church,  giving  much  more 
than  he  received  from  it. 

Gideon  Palmer,  son  of  Elder  Reuben  Pal- 
mer, and  the  father  of  Isaac  Emerson,  of  Mid- 
dletown, was  born  October  23,  1793.  He  was 
married,  July  11,  1813,  to  Mercy  M.  Turner, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Anna  (Comstock) 
Turner,  and  they  settled  in  the  town  of  Mont- 
ville, Conn.,  where  they  owned  large  tracts  of 
land  on  both  sides  of  the  Oxobox  stream,  con- 
trolling several  water  powers.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  various  occupations  in  connection 
with  his  father,  among  which  was  the  extrac- 
tion of  oil  from  flax  seed.  ' While  thus  en- 
gaged he  developed  and  obtained  a patent  for 
extracting  oil  from  cotton  seed,  now  one  of 


the  large  industries  of  our  country.  This  i ! 
teresting  patent  document,  which  is  now’  t 
the  possession  of  I.  E.  Palmer,  reads  as  fc] 
lows:  ’I1 

The  United  States  of  America,  To  all  to  whom  th< ! 

Letters  Patent  shall  come : 

Whereas,  Gideon  Palmer,  a citizen  of  the  Unit  , 
States,  hath  alleged  that  he  has  invented  a new  a 
useful  improvement  in  the  mode  of  extracting  oil  frc  [ I 
Cotton  Seed,  which  improvement  he  states  has  not  be 
known  or  used  before  his  application ; hath  affirmed  tl ! 
he  does  verily  believe  that  he  is  the  true  inventor  . 
discoverer  of  said  improvement ; hath  paid  into  t 
treasury  of  the  United  States  the  sum  of  thirty  dolla 
delivered  a receipt  for  the  same,  and  presented  a petiti 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  signifying  a desire  of  obtai ; 
ing  an  exclusive  property  in  the  said  improvement,  a 
praying  that  a patent  may  be  granted  for  that  purposij.  | 
These  are  therefore  to  grant,  according  to  law,  to  t 
said  Gideon  Palmer,  his  heirs,  administrators  or  assigi 
for  the  term  of  fourteen  years,  from  the  fourteenth  d 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir  | 
the  full  and  exclusive  right  and  liberty  of  making,  co  1 
structing,  using  and  vending  to  others  to  be  used,  t i 
said  improvement ; a description  whereof  is  given  in  t ' 
words  of  the  said  Gideon  Palmer  himself,  in  the  sche : 
ule  hereto  annexed,  and  is  made  a part  of  these  prt  | 
ents.  1 

In  Testimony  Whereof  I have  caused  these  Lf 
ters  to  be  made  Patent,  and  the  Seal  of  the  Unit j 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  City  of  Washingtc  ? 
this  fourteenth  day  of  December  in  the  year  of  0 * 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  and  of  1 1 
independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  fift  j 
fifth.  Andrew  Jackson.  , 

By  the  President, 

[seal]  ’ M.  Van  Buren.  “ 

City  of  Washington,  To  Wit: 

I do  hereby  certify,  That  the  foregoing  Letters  P;j 
ent  were  delivered  to  me  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  El 
cember  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eig  i 
hundred  and  thirty,  to  be  examined;  that  I have  e[ 
amined  the  same,  and  find  them  conformable  to  lat  i 
and  I do  hereby  return  the  same  to  the  Secretary  , 
State,  within  fifteen  days  from  the  date  aforesa:  j 
To  Wit:  on  this  fifteenth  day  of  December  in  the  ye 
aforesaid. 

[Signed]  M.  MacPherson  Berrin, 

Att’y  General  of  the  United  States.; 

r 

The  schedule  referred  to  in  these  Letters  Pate:  | 
and  making  part  of  the  same,  containing  a descriptL 
in  the  words  of  the  said  Gideon  Palmer  himself,  of  1 1 
Improvement  in  the  mode  of  extracting  oil  from  Gotti 
Seed. 


Be  it  known  that  I,  Gideon  Palmer,  of  Montvil 
in  the  County  of  New  London,  and  State  of  Connectici 
have  made  an  improvement  in  the  mode  of  extracts 
oil  from  Cotton  Seed ; which  is  described  as  follow 
The  seed  being  hulled  in  the  usual  way  is  groui 
in  an  oil  mill  like  flax-seed.  About  three  quarts 
water  are  mixed  with  about  75  lbs.  of  seed.  The  no 
is  then  put  into  an  iron  cylinder  and  heated  over  a fi 
until  steam  is  produced.  It  is  then  put  into  my  patent  j 
oil  press  and  the  oil  extracted. 

The  effect  of  the  process  is  to  extract  much  me 1 
oil  than  in  the  common  mode  of  pressing  the  seed  wi| 
the  hull  on.  The  oil  cakes  are  also  made  much  mo 
valuable. 
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What  I claim  as  my  invention,  and  which  I wish  to 
cure  by  Letters  Patent,  is  the  before  described  mode 
extracting  oil  from  cotton  seed  with  the  hull  off,  and 
it  in  the  usual  way  with  the  hull  on. 

Gideon  Palmer. 

itnesses, 

W.  B.  Elliot, 

Chas.  M.  Keller. 

Previously  he  had  invented  and  patented 
: oil  press,  the  principles  of  which  are  used 
one  of  the  popular  baling  presses  of  the  pres- 
et time.  In  time  his  son,  Hon.  Elisha  Palmer, 
came  associated  with  him  in  business,  estab- 
hing  the  cotton  seed  oil  business  in  several 
rts  of  the  South.  Through  this  channel  he 
came  interested  in  the  cotton  gin,  and  estab- 
hed  at  his  house  in  Connecticut  a foundry 
d machine  shop  for  the  manufacture  of  cot- 
a gins.  Later  they  added  to  these  several  in- 
,,  stries  the  manufacture  of  cotton  twine,  rope, 
ftting,  etc.  Gideon  Palmer  died  July  12, 
54.  His  widow  passed  away  September  17, 

7°- 

Isaac  Emerson  Palmer,  the  seventh  son, 

; d subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
■bruary  27,  1836,  in  the  town  of  Montville, 
i mm,  where  lie  received  a common-school 
1 ucation  and  a practical  knowledge  of  machin- 
< r and  the  manufacturing  business,  under  the 
i .truction  of  his  father,  with  whom  he  was 
; ;ociated.  He  was  born  and  brought  up 
; long  the  above  mentioned  surroundings, 

1 lich  seem  to  have  had  a tendency  to-  develop 
; latural  instinct  to>  devise  and  produce  new 
1 ngs.  His  father  considered  an  education 
; essential  in  following  the  art  of  mechanics 
; (1  manufacturing  as  it  was  for  any  other 
ipfession,  and  placed  him  at  the  Connecticut 
J erary  Institute  at  Suffield,  to  prepare  for 
( lege.  After  the  first  term  the  opportunity 
btse  for  him  to  go  to  Texas  with  his 
1 >tlier  Elisha,  to  establish  the  first  cotton  irtan- 
1 xturing  industry  in  Texas.  His  father, 
c 1 sidering  such  experience  would  be  advan- 
t eons,  favored  his  going.  While  engaged 
i Texas  he  acquired  a knowledge  of  the  work- 
i s of  the  steam.'  engine  of  the  mill,  made  pat- 
l is  of  a working  model  of  the  cylinder,  and 
a istetl  in  molding  and  casting  it,  brought  the 
c tings  home  completed  and  put  it  in  opera- 
t 1,  before  he  wias  eighteen  years  of  age.  He 
now  in  his  possession  the  engine  and  the 
T ic  with  which  he  built  it. 

After  Mr.  Palmer  returned  home,  and  dur- 
i'  the  great  yellow  fever  epidemic  of  1853, 


the  superintendent  left  in  charge  at  Houston 
died.  Efforts  were  made  tO'  find  a capable 
man  to1  move  the  Texas  cotton  mill  from 
Houston  to  Galveston.  Young  Palmer  was 
induced  to  accept  the  position  at  a very  con- 
siderable salary,  with  all  expenses  paid.  After 
putting  the  mill  into  successful  operation  he 
deemed  it  more  advantageous  to'  return  home 
to  complete  his  education,  although  offered  an 
increased  salary  to  remain. 

Turn  weeks  after  he  reached  home  his 
father  died,  which  changed  his  plans.  His 
father’s  estate  could  not  be  settled  until  after 
the  death  of  his  mother,  consequently  he  com- 
menced life  for  himself,  and  his  first  enterprise 
was  to>  contract  for  building  machinery  for  the 
Willimantic  Linen  Company,  under  guardian- 
ship, which  was  the  real  beginning  of  his  in- 
dependent business  career.  Next  he  purchased 
all  the  machinery  of  a woolen  mill  then  located 
at  the  foot  of  South  Main  street.  This  ma- 
chinery was  mbved  to  Mbntville,  Conn.,  where 
he  converted  it  into  cotton  carding  and  spin- 
ning machinery. 

During  a visit  tO'  St.  Louis,  in  1858  and 
1859,  he  invented  and  took  out  his  first  patent 
(at  twenty-three  years  of  age)  for  the  well- 
known  Palmer  Self-Adjusting  Stop  Pulley, 
under  the  fourteen  year  term,  which  was  later, 
owing  to'  its  unusual  merits,  extended  to  the 
full  term  of  twentyone  years.  It  is  in  general 
use  to-day,  not  having  been  superseded.  This 
pulley  being  specially  adapted  to  suspending 
mosquito  caanopies,  which  were  used  exten- 
sively in  that  city,  led  to  the  manufacture  and 
selling  of  articles  of  this  description,  which  has 
been  carried  on  without  interruption  to  this 
day.  The  patented  stop  pulley  led  to  the  man- 
ufacture of  cord  to  be  used  in  connection  there- 
with, and  bell  cord  for  railroad  use.  Patents 
were  obtained  on  circular  looms  for  weaving 
covering  around  cord.  The  manufacture  of  this 
cord  gradually  extended  until  it  embraced  a 
considerable  line  of  picture  and  curtain  cord, 
which  business  in  due  time,  owing  to  the  de- 
mand of  many  other  articles  for  his  attention, 
he  organized,  transferring  the  entire  cordage 
manufacture  to  the  Ossawan  Mills  Company, 
of  Norwich,  Conn.,  who  have  successfully  car- 
ried on  this  branch  of  the  business  to  the  pres- 
ent day. 

From  the  manufacture  of  pulley  cords,  and 
patented  canopy  attachments  and  fixtures,  the 
next  step  was  the  manufacture  of  mosquito 
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netting  and  complete  canopies,  for  which 
patents  have  been  obtained  on  several  varieties 
of  looms  and  weaving.  Window  screen  cloth 
was  next  taken  up.  Then  a complete  dyeing 
and  finishing  establishment  was  added  to  the 
business,  a number  of  patents  being  obtained 
on  the  irjachinery  and  various  finishing  pro- 
cesses. Crinoline  dress  lining  was  next  added 
to  the  line  of  manufactures.  About  1833  the 
Weaving  of  cotton  hammocks  was  added  to 
the  line,  rriany  patents  being  obtained  on  ham- 
mocks— their  construction,  weaving  and  de- 
signs. The  cotton  woven  hammock  which  Mr. 
Palmer  put  upon  the  market  in  1883  grew 
rapidly  in  popularity,  and  has  actually  revolu- 
tionized the  hammock  industry,  which  includes 
many  appurtenances,  such  as  supports,  awn- 
ings, trapezes,  ropes,  hooks,  etc.,  for  which  sev- 
eral patents  have  been  granted.  As  many  of 
these  articles  require  the  use  of  yarns,  Mr. 
Palmier  took  up  their  manufacture,  with  which 
he  was  conversant  in  his  youth,  organizing 
and  establishing  a modern  plant  for  spinning 
yarns  from;  raw1  cotton.  At  present  his  busi- 
ness occupies  two  plants,  requiring  a floor  space 
of  over  100,000  square  feet.  He  has  a steam 
boiler  with  a capacity  of  800  horse  power,  of 
which  500  is  engine  power.  There  is  also  in 
addition  a considerable  water  power.  Em- 
ployment is  now!  given  to  about  350  persons. 

Although  never  having  served  as  an  appren- 
tice in  any  one  line  of  artisanship,  Mr.  Palmer’s 
natural  intuition,  with  his  varied  experience, 
has  enabled  him  to  master  every  branch  of  his 
diversified  industries,  such  as  making  his  draw- 
ings and  patterns,  building  and  operating  his 
machinery,  dyeing  and  bleaching  his  fabrics, 
and  successfully  directing  the  disposal  of  the 
product.  The  extent  of  his  inventions  may  be 
realized  front  the  fact  that,  beginning  with  the 
one  patent  obtained  in  ] 859,  he  now'  has  over 
180  patents,  covering  articles,  machines,  pn> 
cesses  and  designs.  Among  his  early  and  in> 
portant  patents  is  that  of  a tentering  machine, 
which  was  the  first  practical  machine  of  its 
nature  in  use.  Many  of  the  patents  which 
have  been  issued  to  him  have  been  extended  to 
Canada,  Great  Britain,  France,  Germany,  Aus- 
tria, Belgium,  Spain,  Switzerland  and  Italy. 
Every  article  made  at  his  plant  is  now  manu- 
factured directly  from  raw,  material,  i.  e.,  from 
iron,  wood  and  cotton. 

For  a limited  period,  prior  to  1882,  Mr. 
Palmer  had  associated  with  him,  at  two  dif- 


ferent times,  a junior  partner.  During  the1 
whole  period  of  his  business  career  there  has 
never  arisen  the  necessity  for  compromising 
or  extending  an  obligation. 

In  politics  Mr.  Palmer  is  a stanch  Republi-i 
can ; his  business  interests  prevented  him1  from 
taking  active  part  to  any  considerable  extent 
in  the  affairs  of  his  party,  but  he  was  once 
placed  upon  the  party  ticket  as  a Presidential 
elector. 

On  May  16,  1876,  Isaac  Emerson  PalmeC 
was  married  to  Miss  Matilda  Townsend,  a 
native  of  Bovina,  Miss.,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Caroline  ( Johnson)  Townsend,  of  Bovina.1 
Miss.,  and  a granddaughter  of  Hon.  William  ! 
G.  Johnson,  of  Uncasville,  Conn.  To'  Mr.  andi 
Mirs.  Palmer  have  been  born  twD  children, 
Townsend  and  Nathalie  Harris  Townsend. 

JESSE  SPENCER,  a substantial  and  pro- ; 
gressive  farmer  of  Haddam,  whose  name  has 
been  a synonym  for  honesty,  uprightness  of  liv- 
ing and  sincerity  of  purpose  throughout  the ' 
community  for  many  years,  was  born  March  7 ! 
1816,  on  the  farm  he  now  occupies,  son  ot 1 
James  Spencer. 

Elias  Spencer  his  grandfather,  son  of  Dan- ; 
iel,  a descendant  of  one  of  the  original  twen  - 
ty-eight proprietors  of  Haddam,  was  born  irj 
Haddam,  where  he  was  married  December  30  | 
1778,  to  Abigail  Sexton.  Purchasing  a farm 
in  the  Candlewood  Hill  District,  he  engagec 1 
in  farming,  and  died  at  his  home  there  agec 
seventy-seven.  His  widow  survived  him  some 
years.  To  them  were  born:  Ezekiel,  James 

Jesse,  Sylvester,  Susannah  and  Sarah.  Ezek 
iel  lived  and  died  in  Haddam ; he  married  Fan 
ny  Bailey,  daughter  Christopher  Bailey,  anc 
had  two  children,  Ansel  and  Phebe.  James  - 
was  the  father  of  our  subject.  Jesse  left  Had 
dam,  and  the  last  information  that  the  famib 
had  was  that  he  had  married,  had  children,  anc 
lived  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Sylveste 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Susannah  mar  j 
ried  Oliver  Prout,  of  Middletown,  and  had  sb 
children.  Sarah  married  William  Prout,  th«j 
brother  of  Oliver,  and  lived  in  Middletown, 
She  married,  for  her  second  husband,  Elish: 
Harvey.  She  had  six  children,  Elias,  John 
Sylvester,  Sarah,  Ruth  and  Nancy.  I 

Janies  Spencer  was  born  in  1781,  and  diecf 
in  1856,  his  wife  surviving  him  until  1872.  Th 
entire  life  of  this  worthy  man  was  spent  n 
Haddam,  where  he  pursued  the  occupation  0 
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ning.  He  was  greatly  interested  in  the 
se  of  education,  and  politically  upheld  the 
iciples  of  Democracy.  He  married  Soviah 
ley,  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Phebe 
ley,  of  Haddam.  Christopher  Bailey  was 
he  war  of  the  Revolution,  saw  much  serv- 
and  was  a pensioner;  he  died  in  Haddam. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer  were  born  two  chil- 
i,  Jesse  and  Cyrus,  the  latter  born  October 
1817.  Cyrus  Spencer,  full  of  the  patriotic 
-or  of  his  ancestors,  served  and  died  in  the 
it  Civil  war.  He  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
enty-fourth  Regiment,  Connecticut  Volun- 
Infantry,  going  into  the  army  from  Had- 
1,  saw  much  service  with  his  regiment,  and 
at  Port  Hudson  and  in  many  other  en- 
ements.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the 
norable  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  and  al- 
igh  weak  from  the  effects  of  disease  he 
k to  his  heroic  work,  and  as  soon  as  the 
ender  of  the  fort  was  made  fell  exhausted 
he  trenches,  while  in  the  line  of  duty.  He 
brought  north  as  far  as  Fort  Schuyler,  N. 
where  he  gave  up  his  life  August  15,  1863. 
e Spencer  brought  the  remains  of  this  brave 
ldam  soldier  home,  and  he  lies  in  the  Hig- 
nm  cemetery. 

Jesse  Spencer  was  reared  on  the  farm  he 
occupies,  receiving  his  early  education  in 
common  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and 
dementing  same  by  a three  years’  course  at 
lect  school,  having  as  teachers  Mr.  Conant, 
Holton  and  later  Mr.  Gardner.  At  the  age 
ghteen,  feeling  that  his  services  were  need- 
n the  farm,  he  took  charge  of  affairs,  and 
aged  them  successfully  until  the  death  of 
father.  At  the  present  time  Mr.  Spencer 
s the  finely  cultivated  place  he  occupies, 
which  he  has  brought  to  its  present  state 
is  own  efforts.  In  addition  to  his  agricul- 
I pursuits,  he  has  devoted  a portion  of  his 
to  the  carpenter’s  trade.  Among  the  build- 
in  the  neighborhood  which  bear  testimony 
is  skill  are  his  own  residence,  a sawmill, 
many  other  useful  as  well  as  ornamental 
'hires  in  Haddam  and  vicinity. 

)n  August  22,  1846,  Mr.  Spencer  was 
aed  to  Sarah  Elizabeth  Gladwin,  daughter 
ideon  Gladwin,  who  was  born  March  13, 

, and  died  October  27,  1828;  he  married 
a Brainard,  born  March  2,  1802,  who 
March  12,  1835,  <md  they  had  two  chil- 
Silas  and  Sarah  E.  (Mrs.  Spencer).  Mrs. 
cer  was  born  August  8,  1826,  and  died 


June  16,  1888.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Spencer 
came  three  children : Irvin  B.  died  February 

2,  1849,  aged  one  year,  three  months.  Edgar 
James,  born  December  11,  1856,  married  De- 
cember 22,  1875,  Josephine  Stannard,  who  was 
born  August  22,  1857,  daughter  of  Miner  and 
Sarah  (Crowell)  Stannard,  and  they  have  six 
children — Sarah  Inez,  who  married  Edward 
Quinn,  and  had  five  children,  all  now  deceased; 
Gertrude,  who  married  Elmer  Graves,  of  Hig- 
ganum,  and  has  one  child,  Wesley;  Myron; 
Grover ; and  Ruth  and  Raymond,  twins,  the  lat- 
ter deceased.  Frances  A.  was  married  May 
5,  1869,  to  Eldridge  S.  Spencer,  son  of  An- 
sel and  Rowena  ( Smith)  Spencer,  and  to  them 
were  born  Howard  Irwin,  Jesse  C.  and  Clemen- 
tine Lotta. 

Mr.  Spencer  has  .given  over  the  manage- 
ment of  the  farm  to  his  son,  who  lives  with  his 
father  on  the  old  homestead.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  and  at  a select 
school  in  Haddam.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  which  his  family  at- 
tend. Mrs.  Eldridge  S.  Spencer  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools  and  in  a select  school  in 
Meriden,  Conn.  She  is  a member  of  the  Hig- 
ganum  Congregational  Church.  Her  husband 
is  a successful  farmer  and  they  live  in  the  home 
next  to  her  father's. 

Although  Mr.  Spencer  is  eighty-six  years 
of  age  he  is  very  active,  and  takes  a deep  in- 
terest in  all  matters  pertaining  to  town,  county 
or  National  affairs,  adhering  to  the  Republican 
party,  having  been  a member  of  that  party  since 
1856;  he  was  originally  a Democrat.  For 
many  years  Mr.  Spencer  served  as  constable 
and  collector.  He  and  his  son  and  daughter 
are  active  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  for  many  years  he  was  a trus- 
tee. Although  upon  the  declining  slope  of  life, 
with  the  setting  sun  shining  upon  his  hon- 
ored head,  encircled  by  snowy  hair,  Mr.  Spen- 
cer gives  evidence,  in  his  cheery  manner,  pleas- 
ant reminiscences,  and  hearty  good-will  toward 
all,  of  a vitality  calculated  to  bear  him  past 
many  a milestone  before  he  reaches  the  end  of 
his  life’s  journey. 

WELLINGTON  GILLETTE  SPEN- 
CER (deceased)  was  for  thirty-three  years 
the  leading  undertaker  in  Portland,  during 
which  long  period  of  years  his  faithful  per- 
formance of  all  the  delicate  responsibilities  at- 
tendant upon  his  calling  made  his  name  familiar 
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throughout  that  portion  of  Middlesex  county. 
His  manly  qualities  and  straightforward  busi- 
ness methods  won  the  esteem  of  the  comrrsuni- 
ty,  and  his  unswerving  honesty  and  sympa- 
thetic spirit  converted  every  patron  into  a per- 
sonal friend.  He  was  not  a public  man  or  a 
politician,  but  a plain,  candid  and  benevolent 
citizen,  full  of  public  spirit,  who  wished  well 
to  his  friends  and  neighbors.  He  was  success- 
ful in  his  life  work,  and  left  a good  estate. 

Mr.  Spencer  was  born  at  Saybrook,  Mid- 
dlesex Co.,  Conn.,  September  io,  1839,  and 
came  to  Portland  about  1865.  His  parents 
were  Chauncey  and  Fdiza  (Tripp)  Spencer, 
and  the  family  is  of  old  and  honored  New 
England  stock.  He  was  reared  in  his  native 
town,  and  attended  the  local  schools,  complet- 
ing his  education  at  Wilbraham  College.  In  his 
early  manhood  he  w|as  a carpenter  and  joiner. 
At  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in 
the  three  months’  service,  and  his  health  fail- 
ing while  he  was  in  camp,  he  was  advised  on 
his  return  home  to  go-  to>  sea,  and  consequently 
shipped  as  carpenter  on  the  vessel  “Cornelius 
Grinned,”  under  the  command  of  his  brother, 
Capt.  Albert  Spencer.  He  made  two  voyages 
to  Europe,  and  as  his  health  improved  aban- 
doned the  water.  Coming  to  Portland  he 
bought  the  undertaking  business  of  his  brother- 
in-law,  C.  W.  Hills,  and  thus  began  his  life 
work.  The  establishment  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  his  son-in-law,  Arthur  J.  Emmons. 

Mr.  Spencer  was  first  married,  in  1865, 
in  Portland,  to  Miss  Amy  Pelton,  daughter 
of  Lewis  Pelton,  of  that  place.  She  died  leav- 
ing no  children,  and  in  1875  Mr.  Spencer  mar- 
ried Miss  Lucy  Strong,  of  East  Hampton, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Sally  (Hurl- 
hut)  Strong,  of  that  point.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spencer  adopted  Nettie  Spencer,  who'  was  born 
January  3,  1874,  and  on  May  11,  1893,  mar- 
ried Arthur  J.  Emmons ; she  now  resides  with 
her  adopted  mother  in  Portland. 

Mr.  Spencer  was  a strong  Republican,  and 
served  as  first  selectman  for  a term,.  He  be- 
longed to  the  Methodist  Church,  and  held  var- 
ious offices  in  that  communion,  doing  much 
faithful  and  effective  work  for  the  church. 
Fraternally  he  belonged  to  Warren  Lodge,  A. 
F.  & A.  M.,  at  Portland,  and  was  a member  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  the  O.  U.  A.  M.  He  died 
in  November,  1898,  and  is  buried  in  Portland. 
Mr.  Spencer  was  a genial  and  unassuming 
man,  generous  and  faithful  to  his  friends.  His 


widow,  who  still  resides  in  the  home  whic 
lie  built,  is  a most  estimable  lady,  a consisten 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

CHAUNCEY  B.  WHITMORE,  one  0 
the  most  substantial  and  highly  respected  resi 
dents  of  the  Maromas  District  of  Middletowr 
was  'born  July  9,  1829,  and  is  a descendant  o| 
one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Connecticut  o| 
English  descent.  Before  narrating  the  inch 
dents  immediately  connected  with  the  life  0 ' 
Mr.  Whitmore  himself,  the  genealogy  of  th! 
family  will  be  given. 

The  namie  Whitmore  is  traced  in  Englan  1 
as  far  back  as  the  Conquest  in  1066.  I 
originated  in  Staffordshire  from  a village  0 
manor  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Sow,  th 
ancient  seat  of  the  family,  De  Whitmore.  Th. 
Whitmores  of  Middlesex  county,  Conn.,  arede 
scended  from  John  Whitmore  of  Stantforc  > 
who  was  living  in  Wethersfield,  in  1639,  ail 
who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  1648.  A 
what  time  he  located  in  Stamford  is  not  0 
record.  He  was  the  father  of  five  childrei 
namely:  Thomas,  born  in  1615,  was  the  ar 

cestor  of  the  “Wetmores;”  Ann,  born  i 
1621,  married1  George  Farrar  February  if 
1644;  Mary,  born  in  1623,  married  Joh 1 
Brewer ; Francis  will  be  spoken  of  in  the  fo  1 
lowing  paragraph;  and  John,  born  in  162; 
lived  in  Stamford  in  1650. 

Francis  Whitmore,  of  the  above  famib 1 
was  born  in  1625,  and  he  located  in  Cambridge 
Mass.  There  for  his  first  wife  he  marrie 
Isabel,  daughter  of  Richard  Parke.  She  die 
March  31,  1655,  leaving  six  children:  Eliz; 
beth,  born  May  2,  1649,  was  the  wife  of  Dai 
iel  Markham;  Francis,  born  October  12,  1651 
will  be  again  mentioned ; John,  born  Octobe ! 
1,  1654;  Samuel,  born  M'ay  1,  1658,  reir.bve 
to  Lexington,  where  he  died  and  left  heir; 
Abigail,  bom  July  3,  1660,  married  James  Wi  j 
cox,  and  Sarah,  born  May  7,  1662,  was  th  j 
wife  of  William  Locke.  The  second  wife  I 
Francis  Whitmore  was  Margaret  Hartk 
whom,  he  married  November  10,  1666,  an  j 
who  died  March  1,  1686,  leaving  four  chi 
dren,  viz:  Miargaret,  born  September  < 

1668,  married  Thomas  Carter;  Frances,  bor 
March  3,  1671,  married  Jonathan  Thompson 
Thomas,  born  in  1673,  died  in  Killingly,  aI1j 
left  a family  ; and  Joseph,  born  in  1675,  die, 
in  Woburn,  Mass.,  and  also  left  a famly. 

Francis  Whitmore,  the  second-born  of  tl 
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; )ve-mentioned  family,  settled  in  Middletown 
£ 1 married  Hannah  Harris,  daughter  of 
Viliam  and  Edith  Harris,  February  8,  1674. 
r,  this  union  were  born  eight  children  : Fran- 
c November  25,  1675;  Hannah,  November 
2 1677;  Abigail,  January  23,  1681;  Joseph, 
t gust  i,  1687;  William,  December  18,  1689; 
Fith,  March  3,  1692  (died  September  9, 
1 )o) ; Isabel,  December  4,  1694,  and  John, 
1 ril,  1698. 

Francis  Whitmore,  the  eldest  of  the  fam- 
il'of  Francis  and  Hannah,  married  Miary 
C'-mvell  Mlay  30,  1698,  the  marriage  result- 
i in  the  birth  of  twelve  children,  viz. : Fran- 
c January  10,  1700;  Mary,  October  1,  1702 
( ed  November  1,  1702);  Mtiry  and  Mar- 
get  (or  Margery)  twins,  December  10, 
1 ;>5;  Jacob,  October  19,  1707;  Nathaniel,  Oc- 
tOr  29,  1709;  Hannah,  September  11,  1711; 
L hel,  August  21,  1713;  Elizabeth,  April  12, 
1 6;  Abigail,  September  9,  1718;  Ebenezer, 
Nvember  16,  1720,  and  Hezekiah,  June  27, 
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Ebenezer  Whitmore,  the  eleventh  born  of 
above  family,  married  Thankful  Eggleston 
7 19,  1744,  and  to  this  marriage  eight  chil- 
li were  born,  viz. : Ebenezer,  December  14, 
5;  John,  August  15,  1752;  Hezekiah, 

rch  3,  1756;  Thankful,  December  10, 
8;  Timothy,  February  10,  1761;  Noah- 
1,  January  23,  1763;  Jehial,  December  31, 
4,  and  Lucy,  April  7,  1768.  Ebenezer 
itmore  the  father  of  this  family,  was  a 
;c  land-owner  and  farmer  in  the  Maromas 
rict,  and  died  February  16,  1804,  his  wife 
ing  preceded  him  to  the  grave  August  8, 
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Noahdiah  Whitmore,  the  sixth  born  in  the 
ily  of  Ebenezer,  and  grandfather  of 
uncey  B.  Whitmore,  was  a farmer  on  the 
of  the  present  residence  of  his  grandson, 
h II.  Whitmore,  in  the  Maromas  District, 
w as  also  engaged  in  fishing  in  a,  small  way 
he  Connecticut  river,  and  was  a much  re- 
tell citizen.  He  married  the  Widow  Per- 
( I luhbard)  Arnold,  who  died  March  19, 
V the  mother  of  eight  children,  viz. : 
•ley , born  June  2,  1800,  and  of  whom 
ier  mention  will  he  made;  Clarissa,  born 
i.iiv  10,  j8o2,  was  married  to  Stephen 
er.  of  Ding  Hill,  and  became  the  mother 
Stephen  Miller,  Jr.,  whose  'biography  is 
" elsewhere  in  this  work;  Eliza,  born  July 
1803,  was  first  married  to  Benjamin 


Davidson,  and  next  to  Chauncev  Dickinson ; 
Hannah,  born  January  30,  1805,  married  Col- 
lins Chamberlain,  and  died  in  1896;  Ann 
Maria,  born  March  7,  1807,  was  married  to 
Noah  Bradnor;  William,  born  November  12, 
1808,  married  Harriet  Daniels  and  lived  in 
New  Haven;  Noah,  born  August  27,  1810, 
was  a gunsmith,  was  married  in  Harper's 
Ferry,  Va.,  and  settled  in  St.  Louis,  when  the 
place  was  small ; and  Harriet,  born  May  9, 
1812,  was  married  to  Elijah  Paddock. 

Bulkley  Whitmore,  the  eldest  of  the  above 
mentioned  eight  children,  whs  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  assisted  his  father  on  the 
home  farm  until  the  latter’s  death,  when  he 
purchased  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  to  the 
farm,  on  which  he  resided  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  was  the  first  to  open  the  quarry 
which  is  now  being  worked  by  his  sons,  but 
death  overtook  him  before  its  development. 
He  died  in  the  prime  of  life  on  Sept.  7,  1840, 
an  epidemic  of  cholera  carrying  off  himself 
and  three  of  his  children  within  a period  of  two 
weeks.  He  was  a good,  upright,  industrious 
man  and  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his  district, 
was  very  popular  as  a Jeffersonian  Democrat, 
and  but  for  the  fact  that  his  residence  was  some- 
what secluded,  being  'about  six  miles  from 
Middletown,  he  would  have  been  elected  to  fill 
many  of  the  town  offices,  nominations  to  which 
he  frequently  declined  on  account  of  his  isola- 
tion. His  mortal  remains  were  interred  in  the 
Whitmore  burying  ground  near  his  home. 

Bulkley  Whitmore  married  Mjartha  C. 
Prior,  who  was  born  in  Middletown  in  1800, 
and  was  a daughter  of  Williann  and  Susan 
(Harris)  Prior,  the  former  of  whom,  was  a 
farmer.  To  this  marriage  were  born  seven 
children  in  the  following  order : ( 1 ) Eliza 

Ann,  September  23,  1827,  married  Henry  W. 
Scoville,  and  died  October  9,  1854.  (2) 

Chauncev  B.,  whose  name  opens  this  bio- 
graphical review.  (3)  Noah  H.,  who  was 
born  Mlay  1,  1831,  married  January  11,  185(1, 
Jane  A.  Bailey,  who  was  born  April  5,  1839, 
and  is  now  the  mother  of  two  children — Fran- 
cis N.,  horn  March  4,  1857.  married  September 
11,  1889,  Harriet  Smith,  has  one  child,  Fay- 
olene  E..  born  July  25,  1893  (he  is  an  employe 
of  the  John  Hancock  Insurance  Compam  at 
South  Boston.  Mass.),  and  Clara  E..  born  De- 
cember 15,  1869,  who  is  unmarried.  Noah 
H.  was  engaged  in  quarrying  at  Maromas 
with  his  elder  brother.  Chauncev  B..  at  the  time 


222 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


of  his  tragic  dearth  August  14,  1901,  caused 
by  the  falling  of  a derrick  in  the  quarry  where 
he  whs  at  work.  (4)  Edwin  A.,  bom  Novem- 
ber 31,  1832,  is  a farmer  at  Maromas,  and  in- 
terested in  the  quarry.  He  is  married  to  Han- 
nah H.  Crowell  and  has  two  children — Belle 
and  Clayton.  (5)  Clarissa,  born  September 
18,  1834,  died  September  4,  1840.  (6) 

Charles  H.,  born  August  20,  1837,  died  Sep- 
tember 4,  1840.  (7)  William  A.,  born  in 

Mlarch,  1839,  died  September  13,  1840.  The 
mother  of  these  seven  children  survived  until 
1870. 

Chauncey  B.  Whitmore  received  a limited 
schooling  only,  his  father  having  died  when 
the  lad  was  but  eleven  years  old.  He  availed 
himself,  however,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  of 
the  short  time  he  attended  the  district  school 
and  the  one  term  he  was  permitted  to  attend 
an  academy  in  Haddam.  But  he  was  an  apt 
pupil,  gifted  with  a retentive  memory,  and 
learned  quickly.  His  early  life  was  spent  in 
labor  quite  hard  for  a boy  of  eleven  years,  as 
he  assisted  on  the  farm  and  began  work  in  the 
quarry  which  his  father  had  started  tO'  develop. 
He  was  very  industrious,  as  well  as  econ- 
omical, and  when  he  reached  his  twenty-first 
year  lie  owned  an  interest  in  the  quarry,  and 
with  his  brothers,  Noah  H.  and  Edwin  A., 
and  David  C.  Burr,  under  the  firm'  name  of 
Burr  & Whitmore,  worked  the  same  until 
1874,  when  Mjr.  Burr  was  killed  in  the  quarry, 
after  which  the  brothers  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness under  the  style  of  Whitmore  Bros. 
Chauncey  B.  and  Noah  H.  being  the  actual 
operators.  The  death  of  Noah  in  1901  neces- 
sitated a change,  and  in  1902  the  quarry  of 
Whitmore  Bros,  was  sold,  after  being  in  the 
family  for  nearly  seventy  years.  The  ourtput 
of  the  Whitmore  Bros,  quarry  was  a superior 
stone  for  curbing  and  paving  and  was;  shipped 
to  various  parts  of  the  country,  especially  to 
Philadelphia. 

On  December  31,  1854,  Chauncey  B.  Whit- 
more married  Miss  Julia  A.  Lucas,  a native  of 
Maromas,  born  January  4,  1832,  a daughter 
of  George  G.  and  Eliza  (Johnson)  Lucas. 
Five  children  grace  this  union,  viz.:  (1)  Ella 
F.,  born  August  28,  1855,  married,  October 
8,  1876,  Frederick  Scoville,  a farmer  in  Mid- 
dletown, who  died  November  5,  1893,  leaving 
his  widow,  with  three  children,  Jennie  (born 
May  1-9,  1878,  and  married  to  Marion  Bailey), 
Pelliford  (born  February  16,  1884)  and  Edna 


(born  February  15,  1890).  Mrs.  Scoville  no  \ 
resides  with  her  father.  (2)  Bulkley  C.,  bot'i, 
October  25,  1857,  is  an  engineer.  He  married 
October  30,  1883,  Hattie  M.  Johnson,  and  hb 
four  children,  Burton  J.  (born  October  ( 
1884),  Tracy  B.  (April  26,  1888),  Edwin  ( 1 
(September  23,  1891)  and  Langdon  J.  (Mb 

10,  1898).  (3)  Julia  E.,  born  June  22,  186 

married  George  B.  Hubbard,  September  < 
1886,  and  has  had  three  children:  Milclre j 
W.  (born  April  18,  1888),  Miattie  E.  (bon 
in  1890,  died  August  29,  1898)  and  Ella 
(born  January  6,  1901).  (4)  George  C 

bora  November  20,  1867,  for  a number  of  yea  1 
was  in  his  father’s  employ,  later  became 
member  of  the  firm.  On  November  10,  189 
he  married  Fannie  D.  Hubbard,  and  has  01 
child,  Chauncey  E.,  born  November  13,  189' 
(5)  Martha  C.  Whitmore,  born  October  1 
1871,  married  October  13,  1896,  Wallace  A 
Cook,  a mechanic  and  toolmaker,  in  Hartfor'  * 
and  has  one  child,  Alton  W.,  born  Decemb 

11,  1899. 

Chauncey  B.  Whitmore,  although  a man  < 1 
handsome  income,  worked  daily  in  the  quarr 
and  did  as  large  a day’s  work  as  some  of  h 
men,  notwithstanding  his  advanced  age.  f 
learned  toi  work  hard  in  his  boyhood,  and  idl  j> 
ness  lriakes  him  discontented.  He  is  a Dem 
crat  politically,  but  has  never  sought  offic 
Religiously  he  is  a member  of  the  Methodi 
Church  of  Higganum.  He  purchased  h j 
present  home  and  moved  to'  it  in  1855,  and  he 
he  has  ever  since  resided,  sincerely  respect 
by  all  who  have  the  honor  of  his  acquaintanc 
The  estimable  wife  of  Mr.  Whitmore  has  be( 
a valuable  helpmate,  and  the  family  they  ha1 
reared  is  a most  excellent  one. 

CHARLES  A.  BOARDMAN,  vice-pres 
dent  of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank,  is  01} 
of  the  oldest  business  men  and  one  of  the  0 j 
and  venerable  citizens  of  Middletown.  El 
over  half  a century  he  has  been  associated  wi 
Middletown  banking  interests,  and  for  sevent 
four  years  has  been  a member  of  the  Congreg 
tional  Church.  He  has  held  many  local  office 
and  is  known  as  a skilled  bookkeeper.  As 
well  preserved  man  for  his  years  Mr.  Boar 
man  is  without  an  equal  in  the  city.  He  h 
spent  his  life  in  Middletown,  living  in  the  hou 
where  he  was  born,  which  was  built  in  1756  ■ 
B.  Henshaw,  a West  Indies  trader;  on  a ca 
iron  fire-back  in  the  old  fireplace — put  the 
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en  the  house  was  repaired — is  “B.  H., 
7.”  The  place  is  in  good  repair.  He  is  a 
m and  simple  man  in  his  habits,  and  has  a 
e and  generous  hand. 

The  Boardman  family  is  an  old  one  in  the 
;ory  of  New  England.  The  first  of  the  line 
diddletown  was  Timothy  Boardman,  grand- 
er of  Charles  A.,  who  came  to  that  city 
ut  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
was  a cabinetmaker,  and  followed  his  trade 
Middletown,  some  of  his  handiwork  which 
remains  suggesting  skilled  workmanship, 
married  a Miss  Johnson,  and  they  had  a, 

>-e  family  of  children,  of  whom  all  but  two> 
d to  adult  age.  Oliver  was  a shoemaker  in 
rtford.  Elisha  was  a merchant  at  New 
yen.  Joseph  was  a tavern-keeper  in  Mid- 
own,  and  was  seventy-nine  years  old  at 
death.  William  was  the  father  of  Charles 
Betsy  died  in  Farmington,  unmarried, 
rv  married  Mr.  Frothingham,  a teacher. 

> was  killed  in  Harmon’s  defeat.  Sarah 
Tied  Rev.  Mr.  Washburn,  and  for  her  sec- 
husband,  Deacon  Porter,  of  Farmington. 
William  Boardman,  father  of  Charles  A., 
born  in  1773  in  Middletown,  in  the  first 
se  south  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  1801 
;ame  to  live  in  the  old  house  mentioned, 
ch  he  bought  two  years  later.  He  was  a 
anaker  and  tanner,  preparing  his  own 
her ; at  one  time  he  had  a shoe  store  on  Main 
el.  In  1 709  he  married  Mary  Osborn,  who 
born  in  the  year  1776,  and  their  children 
c as  follows:  (1)  William  A.  was  born  in 
e,  1800,  and  for  a time  was  a merchant  in 
dletown ; he  went  to  Florida  in  the  fall  of 
set  up  a store,  and  died  there  two  years 
•,  leaving  two  children.  (2)  Horace  E. 
born  January  1,  1804,  and  lived  in  Mid- 
>\vn.  (3)  Mary  A.,  born  in  1805,  married 

V.  Griswold,  an  attorney,  and  died  in  Sep- 
>cr,  1879.  (4)  Caroline,  born  in  1806,  died 
815.  (5)  Timothy,  born  in  1808,  died  in 

dletown  January  17,  1865.  He  was  a tailor 
radc,  and  a man  of  much  character.  (0) 
ides  A.,  the  subject  of  this  article,  was  the 
lgcst  of  the  family.  William  Boardman 
in  October,  1862,  and  his  wife  on  August 
1859.  Politically  he  was  a Federalist,  a 
g and  a Republican.  lie  was  called  to  fill 
ral  minor  offices,  and  was  a member  of  the 
li  Congregational  Church,  lie  lived  in 
ortable  circumstances,  reared  a good  fam- 
nnl  had  the  respect  of  the  community.  1 Ic 
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and  his  wife  were  buried  in  the  Mortimer  ceme- 
tery. 

Charles  A.  Boardman  was  born  January  25, 
1812,  and  had  the  public  schooling  of  his  day, 
attended  the  Garfield  school,  prominent  at  that 
time.  He  also  had  private  teachers,  and  stud- 
ied much  at  home,  and  was  well  prepared  to 
take  up  the  duties  of  life  as  they  came  to  him. 
His  first  work  was  as  a clerk  for  Pease  & Hay- 
den, grocers  in  Middletown,  and  subsequently 
he  was  with  David  Allen,  also  a grocer.  A 
little  later  he  went  to  New  Haven  to  take  a 
clerical  position  in  a dry-goods  store,  where  he 
over-exerted  himself  handling  goods  in  heavy 
packages,  so  he  was  obliged  to  leave  and  go 
home.  When  he  had  recovered  his  health,  or 
thought  he  had,  he  went  to  New  York,  and  be- 
came clerk  in  a dry-goods  store  on  Broadway. 
His  health  gave  out,  and  for  years  he  was  out 
of  active  work,  spending  this  time  at  home. 
Having  gradually  regained  his  health,  he  se- 
cured a position  as  bookkeeper  with  the  Middle- 
sex County  Bank,  in  December,  1835,  and  was 
employed  there  six  and  a half  years.  Then  he 
joined  his  brother  Horace  in  'the  manufacture 
of  shoes  for  the  New  York  trade,  making  most- 
ly ladies’  gaiters.  He  was  in  this  business  from 
1842  to  1846. 

In  1844  Mr.  Boardman  entered  the  Mid- 
dletown Bank  at  the  request  of  the  president, 
Elijah  Hubbard,  to  make  a trial  balance,  the 
regular  bookkeeper  being  ill.  Mr.  Boardman 
took  his  place,  and  remained  in  the  bank  until 
fall  of  1850,  when  he  resumed  his  factory 
work  with  his  brother,  continuing  until  1864, 
when  it  was  given  up  on  account  of  the  war. 
Their  patronage  had  largely  come  from  the 
Southern  merchants,  and  the  city  and  home 
trade  could  not  fill  the  loss.  Since  1855  Mr. 
Boardman  has  been  trustee  of  the  Middletown 
Savings  Bank,  and  is  the  oldest  official  in  age 
and  point  of  service  connected  with  that  insti- 
tution. Elis  judgment  as  to  property  values 
has  always  been  taken  without  question.  Po- 
litically he  is  a Republican,  and  in  1836  voted 
against  Van  Buren.  He  was  elected  city  clerk 
and  treasurer  of  Middletown  in  1864.  and 
served  ten  years.  In  1865  he  was  elected  town 
clerk,  defeating  Gen.  E.  W.  N.  Starr,  who  had 
held  that  position  for  some  years.  I le  was  an 
original  director  in  the  People  s Fire  Insurance 
Companv.  and  served  in  that  capacity  during 
its  entire  history.  Mr.  Boardman  was  treas- 
urer for  thirty  vears  ot  the  First  Ecclesiastical 
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society;  was  senior  deacon  in  the  North  Con- 
gregational Church  for  over  thirty  years ; has 
been  treasurer  of  the  North  Congregational 
Sunday-school  since  1S66;  and  was  treasurer 
of  the  building  committee  when  the  present  edi- 
fice was  erected.  He  has  sought  to  resign  his 
position  as  Sunday-school  treasurer,  but  his 
friends  insisted  that  he  keep  it  until  he  reached 
the  asre  of  ninety,  and  when  he  attained  that 
age  they  insisted  upon  his  remaining.  In  June, 
1828,  Mr.  Boardman  united  with  the  South 
Congregational  Church,  and  in  1854  trans- 
ferred his  membership  to  the  North  Congrega- 
tional Church.  Plain  and  simple  in  his  habits, 
he  has  a free  and  generous  hand.  He  has  lived 
an  honorable  and  upright  life,  and  commands 
the  unstinted  respect  of  the  community  as  a 
man  whose  integrity  has  never  been  questioned. 
No  higher  type  of  citizenship  can  be  found  in 
Middletown. 

DOWD.  The  original  spelling  of  the  fam- 
ily name,  Doude,  shows  that  it  is  of  English 
origin,  and  the  first  of  the  name  in  this  country 
came  from  England.  His  signature  has  the  “e,” 
and  his  immediate  descendants  followed  that 
spelling,  his  grandsons  dropping  the  “e.” 
Finally  “w”  was  substituted  for  the  “u”  and 
the  spelling  “Dowd”  became  very  common, 
though  more  still  adhere  to'  “Doud.” 

Henry  Doude,  the  ancestor  of  those  of 
the  family  whose  forbears  were  in  this  coun- 
try before  1776,  came  from  Guildford,  near 
London,  in  1639,  with  a colony  under  Rev. 
Henry  Whitfield,  and  made  his  home  in  Guil- 
ford, Conn.,  not  far  from  the  house  now  oc- 
cupied by  a descendant,  William  Dowd.  He 
and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  were  married  before 
leaving  England.  She  died  in  1713,  and  he  in 
1668.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children  : Thomas,  who  married  Ruth  John- 

son; John;  Elizabeth;  Elizabeth  (2);  Jere- 
miah; Sarah,  who  married  John  Bowers; 
Mfiry,  who  married  Samuel  Houghes ; Re- 
becca, who  married  Daniel  Evarts. 

Thomas  Doude  was  born  probably  after  his 
parents  came  to  this  country,  though  that  is 
not  clear.  He  married  Ruth  Johnson,  and 
both  died  in  1713.  He  moved  early  to  the 
east  part  of  Guilford,  now  known  as  Madison, 
and  settled  on  Liberty  street.  The  under- 
pinning of  the  log  cabin  which  he  erected  has 
recently  been  discovered  on  a little  knoll  just 
back  of  the  place  known  as  the  “Dowd”  house. 


Thomas  Doude  was  an  enterprising  and  ener 1 
getic  man,  and  soon  built  a far  more  substau 
tial  structure.  In  local  affairs,  he  was  pronriJ 
nent  and  active.  His  family  consisted  of  thrj 
following  named  children  : Ebenezer;  Thomas 
Joseph  ; and  Abraham,  whose  wife’s  name  wa, 
Mehitable. 

Thomas  Dowd,  born  in  1684,  died  in  1711 
He  married  Silence  Evarts,  and  they  lived  ant 
died  on  the  old  homestead  on  Liberty  street  | 
They  had  the  following  children  : Ebenezer  [ 

Joseph  and  Silence  (who  married  Josiah  Dud  | 
ley). 

Ebenezer  Dowd,  born  in  1707,  died  ii 
1789.  He  spent  his  entire  life  in  that  part  0 
Madison  called  Hammanassett.  He  was  ; 
large  land  owner,  and  a man  of  consider 
able  importance,  though  his  burial  spot  i j 
unknown.  Before  his  death  he  took  hi  \ 
two  sons,  and  riding  on  horseback,  directed 
them  to  drive  stakes  in  a north  and  south  line ! 
Then  he  said  to  Ebenezer,  “The  land  on  thi  j 
side  of  the  line  joining  the  stakes  is  yours;' 
and  to  Timothy,  “The  land  on  that  side  i 
yours.”  That  was  his  will.  The  bounds  thu  . 
fixed  are  still  discernible.  This  real  estate  ha 
remained  in  the  hands  of  one  family  longe , 
than  any  other  property  in  the  town  of  Miadi  t 
son.  Ebenezer  Dowd  married  Mary  Kelsey: 
who  was  born  in  1727,  and  died  in  1807.  Tin 
two  sons  indicated  above  were  his  only  chil 
dren. 

Ebenezer  Dowd  was  born  in  1744,  and  died 
in  1805.  When  he  was  twenty-one  he  married 
Tlamson  Wilcox,  who.  was  born  in  1747,  and 
died  in  1820.  In  the  division  of  his  father  j 
estate  the  family  homestead  in  Hammonasset' 
fell  to'  him,  and  there  he  passed  his  entire  life ^ 
engaged  in  farming.  For  seven  years  he  wa , 
an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  annly,  and  hi. 
long  and  arduous  services  in  the  field  Trough  | 
on  rheumatism,  which  incapacitated  him  to 
active  labor  for  many  years  before  his  death. 
He  reared  a family  of  nine  sons ; ( 1 ) Au 
gustus,  born  in  l/66,  married  Sally  Tupper 
(2)  Billy  married  Rebecca  Graves;  (3)  Luthe 
married  Mina  Field;  (4)  Orrin  marrie< 
Rachel  Graves ; ( 5 ) Am&sa  died  in  the  South 
unmarried;  (6)  Julius  married  Clarissa  Stone 
(7)  Galen  died  in  infancy;  (8)  Gulen  (2). 
married  Mary  Ward;  (9)  Benjamin  is  next  ii 
the  line  we  are  tracing.  i 

Benjamin  Dowd  was  born  in  1786  on  th 
old  homestead,  where  he  was  reared  to  man 


\ 


. 


Sj&rtrJ&r 


'-/  <%'  £7&. 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


225 


\ 


,<].  He  learned  the  trades  of  tanning  and 
emaking,  then  largely  followed  together, 
was  married  in  his  native  town  to  Anna 
leadon,  who  was  born  July  15,  1 7^6,  and 
1 September  1,  1841.  She  proved  a helpful 
ipanion  to  him  in  his  active  life.  When 
mng  man  he  moved  to  Saybrook  and  opened 
loe  store,  which  was  the  principal  business 
his  life.  His  store  stood  on  the  corner 
Main  street  and  Oyster  river  road,  and  has 


occupied  for  that  purpose  much  of  the 


since  its  erection.  Mr.  Dowd  was  an 
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ve  spirit  in  the  town,  which  he  represented 
he  General  Assembly  for  several  years.  In 
tics  he  was  a Whig.  In  religion  he  be- 
red  to  the  Congregational  Church,  where 
was  known  as  an  active  worker,  parti  cu- 
y in  the  choir.  He  died  July  25,  1845*  do 
and  his  wife  were  born  the  following 
4ed  children:  (1)  Rjichard  Nelson  is  men- 

ed  below.  (2)  Galen  was  twice  married; 
Catherine  and  Emma  Kirtland,  respectively, 
Was  the  father  of  two  children,  Azubah 
md  Galen  H.  (3)  Harriet  Ann  married 
. Edward  Chaplin,  and  after  his  death  be- 
e the  wife  of  Dr.  Drury.  (4)  Cornelia 
unmarried.  (5)  Rufus  S.  married  Car- 
i M.erriman ; his  only  surviving  child, 
na  is  a gifted  and  successful  magazine 

er.  (6)  Mary  Jane  is  now  the  widow  of 
I.  Goodrich,  of  Chicago;  she  has  had  three 
Iren,  Arthur  Dowd  (deceased),  Anna  and 
•ie.  (7)  Martha  Wheadon,  who  still  sur- 
s,  married  C.  D.  Bowers,  of  New  Haven, 
became  the  mother  of  two  children,  Lloyd 
and  Martha  D.,  the  latter  deceased  in  in- 

y- 

Iichard  Nelson  Dowd,  best  known  as 
on  Dowd,  was  bom  and  reared  in  the 
d homestead  on  Main  street,  in  Old  Say- 
<.  The  house  where  he  passed  most  of  his 
is  now  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs. 

es,  who  prizes  it  highly  on  account  of  its 
nations.  Recently  it  has  been  rebuilt, 
,r  now  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  in 
own.  There  Nelson  Dowd  grew  to  mjan- 
, receiving  his  education  in  the  public 
>ls  and  in  the  local  academy,  then  a school 
une  note,  under  thoroughly  competent 
crs.  When  he  became  a young  man  he 
cd  his  father’s  store,  and  worked  for  him 

his  retirement.  1 le  then  conducted  the 
a number  of  years  with  his  brother 
'.  Selling  out  His  interest  there,  Mr. 
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Dowd  entered  the  railroad  service,  and  for 
over  forty  years  was  active  in  that  line  of  work. 
He  was  the  first  superintendent  of  the  Shore 
Line  road,  for  many  years  was  superintendent 
of  the  Northern  and  Palmer  railroad,  and  for 
quite  a long  time  before  his  death  was  the  pur- 
chasing agent  of  the  “Consolidated."  He  re- 
signed shortly  before  his  decease,  which  oc- 
curred July  19,  1889,  in  Old  Saybrook, 

when  he  was  aged  eighty-one  years.  Through 
industry  and  strict  integrity  he  had  ac- 
cumulated a considerable  fortune.  A man  of 
strong  convictions,  he  was  reserved  in  speech 
and  manner.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican, 
and  served  his  town  as  representative  in  the 
State  Legislature.  In  religious  belief  he  was 
a Congregationalist,  and  attended  that  church, 
giving  it  a liberal  support. 

Mr.  Dowd  and  Miss  Janette  Lucretia 
Davidson  were  married  in  Saybrook.  Mrs. 
Dowd  was  bom  February  5,  1809,  and  died 
June  1,  1893.  Her  father,  Levi  Davidson,  mar- 
ried a Babcock.  Mjr.  and  Mrs.  Dowd  had 
children  as  follows:  (1)  Anna  Lucretia, 

bom  August  3,  1834,  died  April  26,  1853. 

(2)  Harriet  Wheadon  was  born  June  23,  1838. 

(3)  Richard  Nelson,  born  March  22,  1841,. 

died  August  5,  1842.  (4)  Janette  Augusta,, 

born  September  12,  1844,  died  September  8, 

1 848.  (5)  Richard  Benjamin,  born  March* 

12,  1848,  died  September  15,  1848.  (6)  Fran- 

ces Janette,  born  October  12,  1849,  married 
Eugene  Chatfield,  who  died  in  1877,  and  on. 
his  death  became  the  wife  of  Lewis  F.  Dud- 
ley, of  New  Flaven.  To  her  first  marriage  was 
born  one  daughter 

Harriet  Wheadon  Dowd  was  married  in 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  to  Manning  F.  Bowes,  and 
to  this  union  came  one  child,  Nelson  Manning, 
who  was  born  May  24,  1868.  He  has  had  ex- 
cellent educational  advantages,  and  is  now 
assistant  bookkeeper  at  Gunther  & Sons,  fur- 
riers, New  York.  He  married  Lizzie  Nolan, 
by  whom  he  had  two  sons — Nelson  Julian,, 
born  March  9.  1892,  and  Eugene  Frederick, 
born  November  19,  1893.  Ibis  wife  dying, 
ho  married  Mary  Kidder,  a native  of  Burling- 
ton, Vermont. 

AMOS  A.  WILCOX,  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  Westbrook,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn., 
has  since  1900  been  judge  of  probate,  elected  to 
succeed  George  C.  Moore,  who  had  Idled  the- 
position  for  twenty-five  years. 
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Amos  T.  Wilcox,  grandfather  of  Amos  A., 
was  born  in  Madison,  Conn.,  during  the  stir- 
ring times  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  came 
to  Westbrook  in  1816,  carrying  with  him  the 
tools  of  his  shoemaking  trade.  Locating  in 
Westbrook,  where  stands  the  store  of  C.  L. 
Clark,  he  followed  the  trade  he  had  learned  in 
Madison,  also  did  a little  farming,  and,  with 
characteristic  energy,  conducted  a small  gro- 
cery. His  death  occurred  in  1848.  He  was 
postmaster  at  Westbrook  for  twenty-two  years, 
having  been  the  first  to  hold  the  office  in  the 
place.  On  September  17,  1809,  he  married 
Cynthia  Bushnell,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-two. 

Horace  T.  Wilcox,  the  father  of  Amos  A., 
was  born  August  28,  1816,  in  Madison,  Conn., 
and  came  with  his  parents  the  same  year  to 
Westbrook.  Learning  his  father’s  trade,  he  as- 
sisted him  in  all  his  business,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  engaged  in  business  for  himself, 
later  succeeding  to  that  of  his  father,  and  re- 
maining at  the  same  location  until  1868.  The 
property  was  then  disposed  of,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
cox moved  to  the  present  place  of  Amos  A. 
Wilcox,  where  he  erected  the  present  commo- 
dious store  building,  and  the  firm  then  became 
H.  T.  Wilcox  & Son,  continuing  as  such  until 
the  sudden  and  unexpected  death  of  Horace 
T.  Wilcox,  on  June  3,  1893,  while  he  was  on  a 
visit  to  the  World’s  Fair,  in  Chicago'.  Mr. 
Wilcox  had  been  a prominent  man  in  his  lo- 
cality, a member  of  the  Legislature  in  1872-73, 
and  town  treasurer  from  1859  to  1887.  From 
early  youth  he  had  been  connected  with  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  was  active  in  all 
educational  and  benevolent  enterprises.  In 
politics  he  was  a Republican. 

Mr.  Wilcox  married,  September  9,  1839, 
Harriet  D.  Pearson,  who  was  born  May  25, 
1817,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to  Westbrook 
to  live  with  her  uncle  Michael  Hill,  when  only 
sixteen  years  old.  She  died  April  5,  188  r. 
1 he  following  named  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox:  Harriet  E.,  born  in 

1840,  married  Carroll  E.  Kingsley,  of  Meriden  ; 
Amos  A.  is  our  subject;  Emily,  born  in  1852. 
died  the  same  year;  Elvira,  born  in  1858,  mar- 
ried Wallace  Spencer,  of  Westbrook;  R.  Will- 
iam is  deceased.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr. 
Wilcox  was  to  Mrs.  Ellen  Stannard,  widow  of 
William  Stannard.  Her.  death  occurred  in 
Chicago  in  1894. 

Amos  A.  Wilcox  was  born  February  7, 


1846,  in  Westbrook.  His  educational  advan 
ages  were  superior  to  those  enjoyed  by  man 
others,  as  after  finishing  the  district  scho( 
course  he  was  sent  to  the  Westbrook  Acadenr 
and  later  took  a year’s  course  in  the  Ne  ! 
Haven  Business  College.  During  the  follov! 
ing  year  he  was  employed  as  a clerk  in  tl  : 
freight  office  in  New  Haven,  of  the  New  Yorl 
New  Haven  & Hartford  Railroad.  In  1868  b 
went  into  the  shoe  business  with  his  father,  an 1 
the  firm  continued  as  H.  T.  Wilcox  & Son  unt! 
the  death  of  his  father,  in  1893,  our  subjeu 
succeeding  to  the  business,  in  which  he  has  coi 
tinned  ever  since.  For  many  years  he  has  alsj 
carried  on  the  business  of  getting  out  timbe 
for  the  New  York.  New  Haven  & Hartfor 
Railroad,  such  as  ties,  etc.,  buying  the  wood  i 
the  vicinity  of  Westbrook,  the  annual  busine; 
in  this  line  amounting  to  several  thousan 
dollars. 

Mr.  Wilcox  was  married,  June  4,  1873, 1 
Sarah  E.  Page,  of  Westbrook,  born  Septembf 
11,  1851,  daughter  of  Dana  B.  and  Eliza  T 
(Stokes)  Page.  One  child  has  blessed  th 
union,  William  A.,  born  June  1,  1876,  whow; 
educated  at  the  Morgan  school,  in  Clinton,  an 
New  Haven  Business  College,  and  is  now  ei 
gaged  in  the  bicycle  business  in  Westbrook.  B 
is  one  of  the  popular  young  men  of  the  towil 
While  a substantial  business  man,  looking  we 
after  his  personal  affairs,  Mr.  Wilcox  has  ah, 
served  his  town  well,  being  a member  of  tl 
Legislature  during  1886,  town  treasurer  situ 
1887,  and  twice  postmaster,  from  1874  to  i8£ 
and  1888  to  1892,  As  previously  mentione 
he  has  been  judge  of  probate  since  1900.  Sim 
1887  he  has  been  the  efficient  treasurer  of  tl 
Congregational  Ecclesiastical  Society.  In  fac 
in  every  way,  Mr.  Wilcox  has  been  an  ide 
citizen,  devoted  to  his  family,  his  town  and  b 
State. 

M ERWIN.  Miles  has  been  the  fami 
name  for  many  generations,  the  first  Milj| 
Merwin  in  this  country  having  come  fro 
North  Wales  to  Milford,  Conn.,  as  early  ; 
1645.  He  was  born  about  1603,  and  leann 
in  England  the  trade  of  a tanner.  In  Milfo:; 
he  became  the  owner  of  a large  tract  of  lai| 
on  the  shore  of  Long  Island  Sound,  no 
known  as  Pond  Point  and  Merwin’s  Poiij 
and  a part  of  which  is  still  owned  by  his  cl! 
scendants.  His  gravestone,  now  standing  > 
Milford  cemetery,  is  the  only  one  remainii 
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the  early  settlers.  He  lived  to  be  ninety- 
r years  of  age.  He  married  young,  and, 
he  family  record  is  correct,  became  the  fa- 
r of  fifteen  children,  by  three  different 
thers. 

His  son  Miles,  born  December  14,  1658, 
-ried  Hannah  Wilmot,  of  Milford. 

Their  son  Daniel,  born  in  Milford,  mar- 
l Sarah  Botchford,  also  of  Milford,  and  re- 
zed  to  Durham,  Conn.,  about  172-1.  He 
ame  prominent  in  Durham,  affairs,  and  is 
ed  the  Hon.  Daniel  Merwin.  He  pur- 
cl  sed  100  acres  of  land  for  £200  in  the  north- 
tern  part  of  the  town,  besides  100  acres 
-e  in  Haddam  and  Middletown,  for  which 
laid  £500.  This  land  in  Durham  had  nev- 
ieen  occupied  by  any  white  man.  and  was 
irt  of  that  granted  by  the  General  Court  to 
on  Cook  in  1689,  the  original  deed  of  that 
; being  now  in  the  possession  of  the  fam- 
and  labeled  “Deed  of  Land  in  Cogon- 
ce,”  that  being  one  way  of  spelling  the  In- 
1 name  (Coginchaug)  of  the  place  before 
as  settled  as  a town. 

Daniel  and  Sarah  Merwin  had  five  children, 
vhom  the  second  son.  Miles,  was  the  an- 
>r  of  the  Durham  Merwins.  He  was 
1 March  29,  1721.  In  May,  1757,  he  was 
tinted,  by  the  General  Assembly,  “Cornet 
ie  troop  of  horse  in  the  10th  Regiment  in 
Colony,”  and  in  May,  1764,  was  appoint- 
lieutenant  in  the  same  regiment.  The 
rd  which  he  wore  in  the  French  and  In- 
war, and  probably  also  in  the  w'ar  of  the 
>lution,  is  still  a valued  heirloom  in  the 
ession  of  his  descendants.  He  may  have 
ed  earlier  in  some  other  capacity,  as  a 
idge  box  marked  “Unci  Corny  Xth  Regt,” 
’ll  in  the  possession  of  his  great-great- 
dson,  Miles  lalcott  Merwin.  He  married 
y 1 alcott,  granddaughter  of  Cob  John  Tal- 
>ne  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Durham, 
tliey  lived  in  Durham,  in  the  second  house 
1 of  the  factory  of  the  Merriam  Manu- 
inug  Company,  which  he  inherited  from 
ather,  Daniel.  They  had  eight  children, 
rst-born  being  named  Miles, 
his  Miles,  the  fifth  in  line  of  descent  in 
country,  married  Mary  Parmelee,  grand- 
liter  of  Joel  Parmelee,  who  was  one  of  the 
pioprictors.  They  had  eleven  children, 
urd  child  and  first  son  receiving  the  name 
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MILES  MERWIN,  last  mentioned, 
known  to  the  generation  now  passing  as  Miles 
Merwin,  Sr.,  the  sixth  in  line  of  descent  in 
this  country,  was  born  in  Durham  February 
2,  1772,  and  died  July  31,  1859. 

He  lived  in  an  age  when  farming  was  the 
principal  occupation,  and  included  most  kinds 
of  manufacturing,  and  Durham  made  nearly 
everything  that  was  used  there.  The  family 
raised  their  own  flax,  broke  it,  spun  and  wove 
it,  and  made  the  cloth  into  garments.  They 
raised  the  sheep  and  sheared  them.  The  girls 
carded,  spun  and  wove  the  wool,  and  made 
clothes  for  the  men  from  the  cloth.  Indus- 
tries were  varied,  and  a successful  farmer 
must  needs  be  a good  business  man. 

In  his  early  youth,  a colony  of  Mierwins 
went  forth  from  Durham,  Conn.,  and  settled 
a town  in  Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  calling  it 
Durham  after  their  native  village.  For  many 
years  it  was  his  custom  to  make  them  an  an- 
nual visit,  driving  with  his  family  120  miles 
in  three  days. 

Like  his  fathers  before  him,  and  his  de- 
scendants after  him,  he  took  his  part  in  the 
world’s  work.  He  feared  God,  but  not  man ; 
attended  church  fifty-two  Sundays  in  the  year, 
and  twice  each  Sunday;  commenced  the  Sab- 
bath at  sundown  on  Saturday;  brought  up  a 
family  of  eight  children ; settled  his  two  sons 
upon  farms  adjoining  his  own;  and  proved 
himself  in  every  way  a true  member  of  the 
Merwin  family,  viz.,  a typical  son  of  New 
England.  He  ruled  over  his  family,  as  was 
his  right  and  duty  according  to  the  doctrine 
of  the  age,  and  was  resolute  in  maintaining 
his  position  when  he  knew  he  was  right.  His 
children  honored  him.  Let  his  many  descen- 
dants do  likewise. 

Miles  Merwin,  Sr.,  was  married,  Novem- 
ber 27,  1794,  to  Phebe  Camp  ('born  February 
4,  1773,  died  December  1,  1812),  who  was  a 
descendant  of  Nicholas  Camp,  one  of  the  ear- 
liest settlers  in  Milford.  They  had  nine  chil- 
dren : Miles,  born  September  7,  1795,  died 

July  17,  1879;  Alva,  born  October  12,  1796, 
died  June  3,  1802;  Phebe  Camp,  born  March 
31,  179^-  died  October  8,  1884;  Ruth,  lx>m 
December  11,  1799,  died  April  3,  1854;  Mary 
Parmelee,  born  November  12,  1801,  died  No- 
vember 8,  1873;  Alva,  born  October  29.  1803, 
died  May  1,  1892;  Rhoda,  born  September 
11,  1805,  died  November  27,  1868;  Noah, 
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born  June  24,  1807,  died  MJay  21,  1849;  Nan- 
cy Maria,  born  March  29,  1810,  died  Febru- 
ary 9,  1857. 

Two  years  after  the  death  of  the  mother 
of  his  children  he  was  married,  January  2, 
1814,  to  Abigail  Seward  (born  January  30, 
1772,  died  March  23,  1837).  He  was  again 
married,  October  11,  1837,  to  Grace  Kirby 
(born  January  17,  1775,  died  August  13, 
1856),  O'f  Cromwell,  then  known  as  Middle- 
town  Upper  Houses.  The  Merwin  homestead, 
an  engraving  of  which  appears  here,  was 
owned  and  occupied  by  his  father  and  by  him, 
and  this  sketch  principally  concerns  his  de- 
scendants. 

MILES  MERWIN,  eldest  son  of  Miles 
and  Phebe  (Camp)  Merwin,  known  to  the 
present  generation  as  Miles  Merwin,  Jr.,  was 
the  seventh  in  line  of  descent  in  this  country. 
He  lived  in  the  house  built  by  Samuel  Fair- 
child,  whereof  the  chimney  bears  the  date 
“1727,”  and  which  stands  next  east  of  the 
Merwin  home  shown  in  the  engraving.  While 
still  a youth  he  served  in  the  war  of  1812. 
He  was  enterprising  and  vigorous.  He  add- 
ed to  the  occupation  of  farmer  that  of  drover, 
bringing  each  year  large  droves  of  cattle 
which  he  purchased  in  northern  and  eastern 
New  York.  He  was  influential  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Merriam  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, which  has  contributed  so  much  during 
more  than  fifty  years  to-  the  prosperity  of  Dur- 
ham. He  was  a large  stockholder  at  its  or- 
ganization, and  for  many  years  continued  to 
be  its  first  president.  In  the  early  days  he 
was  very  frequently  called  upon  to-  try  cases 
before  justices,  and  exhibited  much  legal  tal- 
ent. He  especially  delighted  in  a victory  over 
Henry  B.  Harrison,  won  in  the  early  days  of 
his  practice  in  an  arbitration  case.  For  a 
long  time  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was 
the  trial  justice  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Merwin  was  married  October  17, 
1821,  to-  Wealthy  Sage  (born  October  22, 
1 795 , died  September  10,  1825).  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Miles  Talcott,  born  October  11, 

1822;  Henry  Sage,  born  July  20,  1824.  Mir. 
Merwin  married  (second)  December  21, 
1827,  Harriet  (White)  Keith  (born  January 
12,  1795,  died  June  10,  1858).  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Wealthy  Sage,  born  November 

24,  1828;  Caroline  Ellen,  June  28,  1831  (died 


February  19,  1863)  ; Phebe  Camp,  Octobe 
24,  1832  (died  January  5,  1869)  ; Margarei 
July  10,  1836;  Maria  White,  September  25 
1839.  Mr.  Merwin  married  (third)  June 
1863,  Mary  (Wooster)  Leavenworth  (bon 
July  27,  1806,  died  March  12  ,1880). 

Miles  Talcott  Merwin,  so-n  of  Mile 
Merwin,  Jr.,  and  Wealthy  (Sage)  Merwir 
and  eighth  in  line  of  descent,  received  the  nam 
of  Talcott  in  memory  of  his  great-great-grand 
mother,  M'ary  Talcott,  who  was  descende 
from  Col.  John  Talcott,  of  Hartford,  one  0 
the  original  proprietors  of  Durham.  Hi 
business  has  been  mainly  that  of  lum-berma 
and  farmer,  in  both  of  which  he  has  been  ver 
successful.  In  1867  he  purchased  the  large 
part  of  a township  on  the  side  of  Blue  Mour 
tain,  in  Hamilton  county,  in  the  Adirondack: 
and  built  there  the  -original  “Blue  Mountai 
House/’  -overlooking  iBlue  Mountain  lake 
which  later  was  and  still  is  owned  by  his  elder 
son.  Tiwo  other  sons  have  also-  married  an 
settled  in  that  region,  and  he  now  has  thre 
sons  and  thirteen  grandchildren  there. 

Mr.  Merwin  has  always  been  a steadfa: 
Republican  and  an  unfailing  supporter  of  th 
church.  He  has  been  especially  noted  fc 
his  firmness  and  courage  in  adversity,  takin 
his  part  wherever  it  lay  without  regard  t 
praise  or  blame,  and  his  tenacity  in  doing  h. 
work  without  regard  to  bodily  ailments.  C 
late  years  he  has  given  his  attention  entire! 
to  the  management  of  his  farm  in  Durham. 

Mr.  Merwin  married,  November  2< 
1848,  Elizabeth  Ann  Tyler  (born  October  2 
1821,  died  December  10,  1849),  anc^  their  soi 
Miles  Tyler,  was  born  November  9,  1849.  ^ 
Merwin  married  (second)  May  8,  1851,  Elle 
Agnes  Foote  (born  December  14,  1823,  die 
March  18,  1889).  Their  children:  El 

Elizabeth,  born  April  17,  1852;  'Walter  Le 
March  23,  1854;  Benjamin  Foote,  August  2 j 
1855;  Emily  Foote,  September  17,  1 8 5 ; j 
Ralph  Linsley,  April  22,  i860;  Agnes  Did 
erman,  May  16,  1864. 

Miles  Tyler  Merwin,  son  of  Miles  Ta 
cott  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Tyler)  Merwin,  ai 
ninth  in  line  o-f  descent,  is  the  proprietor  o-f  tl 
“Blue  Mountain  House/'  a summer  hotel  inti 
Adiro-ndacks.  He  is  also-  engaged  in  lumbein  : 
during  the  winter  and  operates  a sawmill 
the  spring  and  fall.  He  has  held  the  office  < 
justice  of  the  peace  for  sixteen  years,  and  juj 
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:e  of  sessions  for  six  years;  also  school 
ustee,  fire  warden,  postmaster  and  other 
inor  offices.  He  is  very  active  in  church 
-jrk  and  has  'been  Sunday-school  superinten- 
nt  for  several  years.  Benjamin  Foote  Mer- 
n and  Ralph  Linsley  Merwin,  the  two 
.others  who  followed  Miles  Tyler  to  Blue 
ountain  Lake  some  years  later,  have  been 
nnected  with  the  place  in  carrying  on  busi- 
; ss  and  holding  offices,  and  are  doing  their 
are  in  making  “the  wilderness  blossom  as  the 
: se.” 

Miles  Tyler  Merwin  married  Fannie  O. 

: irker  November  24,  1879,  and  they  have 
i e children  • Miles  Herbert,  born  August 

1881;  Helen  Elizabeth,  March  20,  1883; 
hissell  Lee,  June  25,  1886;  Gertrude  Estelle, 
< :tober  2,  1889;  Theodore  Edwin,  May  5, 
99.  Miles  Herbert  Merwin,  eldest  son  of 
1 iles  Tyler  Merwin,  and  tenth  in  the  line  of 
c scent,  is  studying  for  the  profession  of  civil 
< jineer. 

Ella  Elizabeth  M'erw'in,  Emily  Foote  Mer- 
\ a and  Agnes  Dickerman  Merwin,  daugh- 
t s of  Miles  Talcott  and  Ellen  A.  (Foote) 
I Twin,  reside  at  their  father’s  home  in  Dur- 
1 n.  All  three  were  well  educated,  and  have 
I -n  capable  and  efficient  teachers ; Ella  and 
I lily  in  Durham  and  Middletown,  and  Agnes 
i at  present  teaching  in  Springfield,  Massa- 
c isetts, 

W alter  Lee  Merwin,  son  of  Miles  Talcott 
al  Ellen  A.  (Foote)  Merwin,  prepared  for 
c lege  at  Durham  Academy,  and  graduated 
a \ ale  in  1878.  Fie  was  for  three  years  pro- 
f •'or  of  Greek  and  mathematics  in  New 
Vndsor  (Md.)  College,  then  read  law  with 
I n.  Charles  S.  McCormick,  at  Lock  Haven, 
( iton  Co.,  Penn.,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
i'  '883,  and  began  the  |>ractice  of  law  in  that 
p e.  In  1889  he  removed  to  Pittsburg, 
I in.,  where  he  has  since  been  successfully 
<■  aged  in  the  practice  of  the  law.  He  mar- 
r I Maria  Louise  Moore  December  24,  1885, 
a they  have  three  children  : William  Wal- 

. horn  July  n,  1887;  Miles  Henderson, 
J ’ -3,  1892;  and  Margaret  Russell,  July  30, 


benjamin  Foote  Merwin,  son  of  Miles 
I cott  and  Ellen  A.  (Foote)  Merwin,  was 
n ried  to  Clara  Griffin  February  22,  1883. 
I -ir  children  are:  Grace  Clara,  born  Feb- 

n >’  -4.  1884;  Charles  Benjamin,  November 


15,  1885;  George  Barber,  January  5,  1887; 
Emily  Lottie,  July  10,  1890;  Earl,  August  15, 
1893;  Milford,  September  12,  1895;  Benja- 
min Foote,  April  12,  1897. 

Ralph  Linsley  Merwin,  son  of  Miles 
Talcott  and  Ellen  A.  (Foote)  Merwin,  mar- 
ried Mary  Ella  Pascoe  December  2,  1887. 
Their  children  : Walter  Cyrus,  born  June  5, 

1889;  Ethel  May,  born  April  12,  1891,  died 
July  13,  1894. 

Henry  Sage  Merwin,  son  of  Miles  Mer- 
win, Jr.,  and  Wealthy  (Sage)  Merwin,  re- 
ceived the  name  of  Sage  from  his  mother,  who 
was  the  aunt  of  Edmund  Sage  (who  married 
Rhoda  Merwin),  and  the  great-granddaugh- 
ter of  David  Sage,  the  emigrant  to  this  coun- 
try. He  is  thus  a cousin  of  Russell  Sage,  the 
New  York  financier.  In  his  youth  he  taught 
school  four  winters,  and  also  spent  a year  in 
business  in  Richmond,  Virginia. 

Plenry  S.  Merwin  married  early  in  life, 
and  built  a house  in  Durham,  near  to  those 
occupied  by  his  father  and  grandfather.  He 
has  been  mainly  engaged  in  farming,  and  pur- 
chased a large  amount  of  land  around  and  near 
his  home,  including  a part  of  that  owned  by 
the  first  Daniel  Merwin.  His  buildings  were 
extensive,  and  he  was  well  known  through 
the  county  and,  to  a considerable  extent, 
through  the  State.  Fie  continues  hale  and 
vigorous. 

He  exhibited  well  the  Merwin  charac- 
teristic of  resistance  to  oppression  when  an 
attempt  was  made  by  State  commissioners  to 
condemn  a pair  of  fine  horses.  In  spite  of 
persuasion  and  threats,  to  which  most  would 
have  succumbed,  he  maintained  his  position, 
and  two  General  Assemblies  of  the  State  rec- 
ognized that  he  was  right  and  compensated 
him  for  his  expense  in  the  contest;  while  the 
horses  lived  on  to  a good  old  age,  thus  set- 
ting at  naught  the  diagnoses  of  a host  of  vet- 
erinarians. 

Mr.  Merwin  was  married  May  16.  i8aS, 
to  Sylvia  Minerva  Merriam  ( bom  March  20, 
1827,  died  September  20,  1900) , of  Meriden, 
Conn.  Their  children:  Asaph  Merriam, 

lx>rn  November  2,  1849:  Sylvia  Elizabeth, 
July  5,  1851;  Elisha  Sage,  October  2*).  1 833 
(died  December  22,  1853);  Frank  Howard, 
September  25,  1855  (died  August  30,  1873)  ; 
Arthur  Henry,  June  18,  t8t>o;  W illiam  Page, 
October  13,  1862  (died  January  4,  1866). 
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Asaph  Merriam  Merwin,  eldest  son  of 
Henry  S.  and  Sylvia  M.  (Merriam)  Merwin, 
left  his  father’s  farm  in  1872,  and  for  eight- 
een years  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
building  'brick,  near  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.  In 
1890,  he  returned  to'  Durham,  and  two>  years 
later  purchased  the  family  homestead,  former- 
ly owned  by  his  grandfather,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  poultry  raising.  He 
married  Mary  Ball  Tappan,  of  Elizabeth,  N. 
J.,  September  20,  1877,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Harry  Merriam  Merwin,  who  was  born 
at  Perth  Amboy,  January  14,  1886. 

Sylvia  Elizabeth  Merwin,  daughter  of 
Henry  S.  and  Sylvia  Ml  (Merriam)  Mer- 
win, was  a teacher  for  several  years,  being  a 
graduate  of  the  State  Normal  School  at  New 
Britain  in  1874,  and  her  eldest  daughter  is 
now  taking  a course  in  the  same  school.  She 
was  married  May  19,  1880,  to  (William  Curtis 
Barhite,  now  merchant  and  postmaster  in 
Ridgefield,  Conn.  Their  children : Sylvia 

Maria,  born  March  17,  1882;  Helen  Iola, 

March  12,  1884;  Emma  Agnes,  October  1, 
1887. 

Frank  Howard  M'erwin,  son  of  Henry  S. 
and  Sylvia  M.  (Merriam)  Merwin,  was  edu- 
cated at  Durham)  Academy.  Faithful  and 
reliable,  he  was  becoming  of  much  use  in  the 
family  and  the  church.  He  was  drowned 
while  bathing  in  the  mill  pond  on  Allyn’s 
brook,  near  the  center  of  the  town,  when  near- 
ly eighteen  years  of  age.  .The  bearers  at  his 
funeral  were  the  six  other  members  of  the  Bi- 
ble class  to  which  he  belonged,  all  seven  of  the 
young  men  having  united  with  the  church 
about  a year  previous. 

Arthur  Henry  Merwin,  son  of  Henry 
S.  and  Sylvia  M.  (Merriam)  Merwin,  was 
with  his  father  extensively  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Durham,  and  was  also  for  several  years 
deputy  sheriff  of  Middlesex  county.  In  1900 
he  remloved  to  New  Haven,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. He  married  Kate  A.  Bailey,  of  Hig- 
ganum,  Conn.,  December  20,  1883.  Their 
children : Phebe  White,  born  October  6, 

1884;  Ruth  Ella,  April  17,  1887  (died  April 
30,  1891);  Edna  Althea,  M.brch  9,  1889;  El- 
sie Margaret.  June  5,  1891 ; Myra,  June  20, 
1895. 

Wealthy  Sage  Merwin,  daughter  of 
Miles  Merwin,  Jr.,  and  Harriet  (White)  Mer- 


win, was  engaged  in  teaching  for  ten  years,  i 
Durham,  Conn.,  and  in  Morristown,  N.  J 
She  is  a member  of  the  Daughters  of  th 
American  Revolution.  She  was  married  De 
cember  5,  1858,  to  John  Ives  (born  Decembe 
25,  1825),  of  Mleriden,  Conn.,  senior  membe 
of  the  firm  of  Ives,  Upliam  & Rand.  Thei 
children:  Leland  Howard,  born  October  if: 

1859;  Harriet  White,  born  September  u j 
1861.  I 

Leland  Howard  Ives,  son  of  John  an 
Wealthy  S.  (M'erwin)  Ives,  is  connected  wit  J 
his  father  in  the  dry-goods  business  in  Meri  i 
den,  and  is  also  engaged  in  the  care  of  rea  ( 
estate. 

Harriet  White  Ives,  daughter  of  Job  j 
and  Wealthy  S.  (Merwin)  Ives,  was  matt 
ried  December  2,  1885,  to  James  Perry  Plat' ( 
of  Meriden,  Conn.,  Judge  of  the  United  State! 
District  Court,  and  son  of  O.  H.  Platt,  Unit  i 
ed  States  senator.  They  have  had  two  chili 
dren : Margery,  born  December  30,  1886  j 

and  James  Perry,  Jr.,  born  February  2( 
1889,  who  died  July  19,  of  the  same  year.  ; 

Caroline  Merwin,  second  daughter  c 
Miles,  Jr.,  and  Harriet  (White)  Merwir 
spent  most  of  her  life  at  her  father’s  home  i i 
Durham.  She  was  always  thoughtful  for  th 
comfort  of  others,  possessing  ability  and  goo 1 
judgment,  and  was  a favorite  among  her  si:u 
ters,  who  considered  her  much  like  their  Aur 
Phebe  White.  Through  a long  illness  of  te 
years  she  was  bright  and  cheerful.'  She  die 
at  the  age  of  thirty-one,  at  the  home  of  he 
sister  in  Mleriden,  where  she  passed  the  la; 
two  years  of  her  life. 

Phebe  Camp  Merwin,  daughter  of  Mile, 
M’erwin,  Jr.,  and  Harriet  (White)  'Menvii 
was  married  in  April,  1853,  1°  Gershom  Birtj 
sey  (born  May  5,  1832,  died  September  n 
1856),  of  Meriden,  Conn.  Their  son,  E'ddk 
was  born  January  15,  1856,  and  died  Augu.'j 
15,  of  the  same  year.  Phebe  C.  (Her 
wiin)  Birdsey  was  married  (second)  in  Jar 
nary,  1861,  to  Abner  Canfield  Wetmore,  cj 
Meriden,  Conn.  Their  children:  Marti 

Scovil,  born  October  8,  1861 ; Julia  Merwii 
born  April  20,  1868. 

Martha  Scovil  Wetmore,  daughter  of  Ah 
ner  C.  and  Phebe  C.  (Merwin)  Wetmori 
was  for  three  years  a pupil  at  Mt.  Holyof , 
Seminarv.  She  left  the  Seminary  after  tl 
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ith  of  her  father,  in  1883,  and  has  been  a 
cher  for  seventeen  years  in  the  schools  of 
riden. 

Julia  Merw.in  Wetmore,  daughter  of  Ab- 
C.  and  Phebe  C.  (Merwin)  Wetmore, 
; married  to  William  L.  Hatch  April  3, 
59,  and  their  son,  Harold  (Wetmore,  was 
n January  24,  1890. 

Margaret  Merwin,  daughter  of  Miles 
rwin,  Jr.,  and  Harriet  (White)  Mbrwin, 
a pupil  at  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary,  and 
s for  thirteen  years  a teacher  in  the  schools 
Durham,  Meriden  and  New  Haven.  She 
; married  April  2,  1870,  to  Abner  Can- 
1 Wetmore  (born  October  21,  1815,  died 
ie  3,  1883),  of  Meriden,  Conn.  Their 
d ighter,  Fannie  Canfield,  was  born  April  8, 
6. 

Fannie  Canfield  Wetmore,  only  daugh- 
of  Abner  C.  and  Margaret  (Merwin)  Wet- 
re,  resides  with  her  mother  in  Meriden. 
• has  had  a business  education  and  has  been 
seven  years  in  the  office  of  the  C.  F.  Monroe 
npany,  manufacturers  of  cut  glass,  in  Meri- 
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Maria  White  Merwin,  youngest  daugh- 
of  M'iles  Merwin,  Jr.,  and  Harriet 
lute)  Merwin,  was  married  July  31,  1865, 
Edwin  Jerome  Black  (born  August  4, 
1),  who  served  in  the  Civil  Avar,  as  a 
nher  of  Company  D,  Twentieth  Regiment, 
inecticut  Volunteers,  being  one  year  with 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  two1  years  with 
rman’s  Army  in  the  Southwest.  They 
reside  in  Rockfall,  Conn.  Their  children : 
Ham  Jerome,  born  February  13,  1867; 
rie  Phebe,  born  October  23,  1870. 

V illiam  Jerome  Black,  son  of  Edwin  J. 

Maria  W.  (Merwin)  Black,  served 
e years  in  the  regular  army,  then 
Ted  at  New  Orleans  in  the  Second  Lou- 
ia  Regiment,  and  served  in  Cuba  during 
Spanish  war. 
darrie  Phebe 
nd  Maria  W. 
to  Eldward 


Black,  daughter  of  Edwin 
(Merwin)  Black,  was  mar- 
Safford  in  May  1888;  and 
daughter,  Katie  Eaton,  was  born  in  July, 


’HEBE  CAMP  MERWIN,  daughter  of 
•s  Merwin,  Sr.,  and  Phebe  (Camp)  Mer- 
was  fourteen  years  oif  age  when  her 
ler  died,  leaving  her  the  eldest  of  six 


daughters  and  next  to  the  eldest  in  a family  of 
eight  children.  Thus  early  in  life  placed  in 
a responsible  position  as  head  of  her  father’s 
household,  she  developed  great  decision  of 
character  and  executive  ability.  Two  years 
later,  when  relieved  of  the  burden  by  the  com- 
ing of  a stepmother,  she  resumed  her  place  as 
a dutiful  daughter  and  loving  sister,  until  most 
of  her  brothers  and  sisters  were  settled  in  life; 
then,  on  October  5,  1836,  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Seymour  White  (born  in  1794, 
died  March  18,  1838),  of  her  native  town, 
who  was  engaged  in  the  shoemaking  business. 
Mbs.  White’s  w’edded  life  Avas  of  brief  duration. 
She  returned  to-  her  father’s  house  after  the 
death  of  her  husband,  and  some  months  later 
Avas  offered  the  position  of  matron  of  the  Asy- 
lum for  the  Deaf  at  Hartford.  She  assumed  its 
duties  in  the  autumn  of  1839,  with  many  mis- 
givings, but  for  thirty-two'  years  filled  the  po- 
sition with  “rare  fidelity,  devotion  and  suc- 
cess.” 

The  high  esteem  in  Avhich  she  Avas  held 
is  shown  by  the  folloAving  extract  from  the 
“Annals  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,’’  published  at 
Washington,  D.  C. : “Mrs.  White  Avas  a 

Avoman  of  great  equanimity,  common  sense 
and  large  charity  for  all,  with  rare  poise  of 
Christian  character.  Prompt,  energetic,  firm, 
kind,  she  ruled  the  servants  with  a strong  yet 
gentle  hand,  and  no  negligence  Avas  tolerated 
in  her  department  of  the  Asylum.  To  the 
teachers  and  other  officers  she  Avas  ever  courte- 
ous and  kind — a trusted  counsellor  and  friend; 
to  the  pupils  she  Avas  a faithful,  Avise,  ju- 
dicious mother,  Avinning  the  love  and  respect 
of  all ; and  the  hundreds  of  graduates  Avhom 
she  has  watched  over  and  befriended  a\  ill  ever 
keep  her  in  affectionate  remembrance.” 

In  the  autumn  of  1871,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-three, Mrs.  White  resigned  her  position 
and  returned  to  the  home  of  her  childhood, 
there  to  pass  her  remaining  years.  She  out- 
lived all  her  brothers  and  sisters  except  one, 
a widoAved  sister,  avIio  came  to  be  a companion 
for  her  in  the  house  in  Avhich  they  were  born. 
Here,  for  thirteen  years,  “surrounded  by  a 
large  circle  of  relatives  and  friends,  her  C hris- 
tian  character  bore  richest  fruit  in  large  heart- 
ed benevolence  and  charity." 

Mrs.  White  was  always  interested  in 
church  and  Sunday-school  work,  and,  at  the 
time  of  her  death  was  still  a member  of  the 
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Bible  class.  Upon  the  organization  of  the 
first  Sunday-school  in  Durham,  about  1818, 
she  was  the  female  superintendent.  Sixty 
years  later  she  gave  a cabinet  organ  to  the  same 
school,  and  in  her  will  left  a fund  to  provide  a 
yearly  addition  to  its  library.  She  also  left 
by  will  a gift  to  the  church  which  became  the 
nucleus  of  the  fund  for  the  building  of  the 
parlors,  which  are  now  so  important  in  its  so- 
cial life.  She  remembered,  also,  the  benevolent 
societies  of  the  Congregational  Churches. 

Mrs.  White  ever  maintained  a lively  in- 
terest in  the  members  and  numerous  descend- 
ants of  her  father’s  family,  and  her  advice  and 
aid  were  often  sought  and  freely  given.  Al- 
ways generous  and  helpful  to  them  during  her 
life,  she  was  also1  enabled  by  economy  and  pru- 
dence in  the  management  of  her  income,  to 
leave  by  will  a substantial  legacy  to  each  of 
her  twenty  nephews  and  nieces. 

This  sketch  of  the  Merwin  family  is  in- 
serted here  through  the  contributions  of  her 
nephews  and  nieces,  as  a token  of  their  appre- 
ciation of  her  thoughful  and  loving  remem- 
brance of  them,  and  in  the  hope  that  it  may 
cause  her  to  be  kept  in  mind,  and  assist  in 
maintaining  among  succeeding  generations 
the  recognition  of  relationship'  and  interest  in 
each  other  which  she  did  so  much  to-  foster, 
and  which  has  characterized  those  of  our  time. 

RUTH  MERWIN,  daughter  of  Miles 
Merwin,  Sr.,  and  Phebe  (Camp)  Merwin, 
was  married  Sentember  28,  1829,  to>  James 
Edward  Lee  (born  October  20,  1800,  died 
November  18,  1889),  who  occupied  the 

farm  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  which  has  been  in  the 
possession  of  his  family  since  the  settlement  of 
the  town.  Here  she  resided  with  her  husband 
until  her  death,  which  occurred  twenty-five 
years  later. 

Before  her  marriage  she  learned  the  mil- 
liner’s trade  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  was 
for  some  years  engaged  in  that  business.  She 
was  a devoted  wife  and  mother,  loving  and 
tender,  self-sacrificing  to  a fault,  and  her 
Christian  character  impressed  itself  upon  all 
with  whom  she  was  connected.  1 Her  early 
married  life  was  saddened  by  the  loss  of  their 
first  three  children,  Charlotte  Elizabeth,  Ed- 
win Merwin  and  William  Henry,  who  died  in 
infancy.  Their  other  children  Were:  Mary 

Elizabeth,  born  July  20,  1833;  Edward  Mer- 


win, August  23,  1835;  Ellen  Maria,  April  y 
1839;  William  Henry,  July  15,  1841;  Charle 
Gilbert,  January  31,  1843  (hied  M'arch  ( 
1865). 

Mary  Elizabeth  Lee,  daughter  of  Jame 
E,  and  Ruth  (Merwin)  Lee,  was  educated  a; 
Guilford  Institute,  and  was  for  several  yeari 
a teacher,  also  an  author.  She  was  married  a : 
Cheyenne,  Wya,  September  30,  1874,  to  Pro: 
N.  E.  Stark,  who  was  school  commissioned; 
for  New  Hampshire  four  years,  and  principal 
of  schools  in  Cheyenne  for  thirteen  year; 
Their  son,  Edwfard  Thayer,  was  born  at  Chej 1 
enne,  October  28,  1875. 

Edward  Thayer  Stark,  son  of  N.  E.  an 
Mary  E.  (Lee)  Stark,  is  a graduate  of  Wyc 
ming  University,  1899.  He  was  married  Sep 
t ember  26,  1901,  to  Amanda  Needles,  of  Atlar 
tic,  Iowa,  and  is  now  telephone  inspector  i 
Denver,  Colorado. 

Edward  Merwin  Lee,  son  of  James  E. 
and  Ruth  (Merwin)  Lee,  is  a lawyer  by  prc 
fession,  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  New  York  i 
1861,  and  in  the  United  States  Supreme  Com 
in  1865.  He  served  through  the  Civil  wai 
becoming  a private  in  the  Fifth  Michigan  Car 
airy,  was  promoted  through  the  differer 
grades  to  captain,  lieutenant  colonel  and  co1 
onel  in  the  same  regiment,  and  afterward  brer 
etted  brigadier  general.  For  fourteen  month 
he  was  in  Libby  and  other  military  prison: 
where  his  cheerfulness  and  courage  aided  muc 
in  keeping  up  the  spirits  of  his  comrades. 

Gen.  Lee  represented  Guilford  in  the  Ger 
eral  Assembly  in  1866  and  1867;  organize 
Wyoming  Territory  in  1869,  as  secretary  an 
acting  governor ; secured  the  passage  of  t! . 
Woman  Suffrage  Law  there,  and  appointe 
women  to  office ; and  has  made  politic: 
speeches  in  all  National  and  some  State  can 
paigns  from  1865  to  1892,  over  a thousand  i 
all.  For  the  last  twenty-five  years  lie  has  bee 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  New  Yor 
City. 

Ellen  Maria  Lee,  daughter  of  James  I 
and  Ruth  (Merwin)  Lee,  was  educated  ; 
Guilford  Institute,  and,  like  her  sister,  becan 
a teacher  and  author.  She  was  married  Octr 
her  20,  1864,  to  Samuel  Allen  Bristol  (bor: 
October  7,  1841),  of  Guilford,  Conn.,  wb 
served  nine  months  in  the  Civil  war,  as  a men: 
ber  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Regiment,  Cor 
necticut  Volunteers,  and  was  for  two  weed 
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Libby  prison.  They  removed  in  1869  to 
jyenne,  Wyo.,  where  he  established  and 
conducts,  as  president,  the  S.  A.  Bristol 
dishing  Company.  Their  children : Kate, 

n in  Guilford  May  27,  1865  ; Edward  Mier- 
Lee,  born  in  Cheyenne  November  15, 
9;  Sara,  born  in  Guilford  August  29,  1871 ; 
irles  Allen,  born  in  Cheyenne  February  13, 
4;  Ruth,  born  in  Cheyenne  October  28, 
7 (died  March  19,  1880)  ; Ellen,  born  in 
:yenne  November  13,  1879. 

Kate  Bristol,  daughter  of  S.  Allen  and 
fen  M.  (Lee)  Bristol,  was  married  Septem- 
20,  1887,  to  John  Knox  Wade  (born  De- 
iber  3,  1861,  died  May  17,  1892)  ; their  son, 
n Knox,  born  December  9,  1888,  died  Au- 
t J 2,  1890;  their  daughter,  Kate,  was  born 
just  4,  1891. 

Edward  Mlerwin  Lee  Bristol,  son  of  S. 
:n  and  Ellen  M'.  (Lee)  Bristol,  a printer  by 
le,  was  married  September  30,  1890,  to 
rgaret  Morrison  (born  April  25,  1868),  at 
•yenne.  Their  children:  Francis  Sistere, 

r September  30,  1891 ; John  Allen,  June  27, 
5 ; William  Merwin,  January  2,  1898. 

Sara  Bristol,  daughter  of  S.  Allen  and 
n M.  (Lee)  Bristol,  was  married  Septem- 
18,  1893,  to  William  Curtiss  Mjlains  (born 
tember  3,  1871 ),  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Their 
jhter,  Margaret,  born  June  29,  1900,  died 
her  4,  1901,  at  ML  Vernon,  New  York. 
Charles  Allen  Bristol,  son  of  S.  Allen 
Ellen  M.  (Lee)  Bristol,  a book  binder  by 
e,  enlisted  in  May,  1898,  in  Battery  A,  Wy- 
ng  Light  Artillery,  United  States  Volun- 
s-  an(l  served  as  second  lieutenant  in  that 
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ry  during  the  campaign  in  the  Philippines, 
i honorably  discharged  and  mustered  out 
September,  1 899,  He  married  Daze  May 
a'be,  of  Cheyenne,  April  18,  1900. 

A illiam  Henry  Lee,  son  of  James  E. 
Euth  (Merwin)  Lee,  served  in  the  Civil 
enlisting  in  1862,  in  Company  B,  Six- 
h Regiment,  Connecticut  Volunteers,  and 
discharged  for  disability  in  1863.  He  is 
inier  in  Guilford,  and  represented  that 
1 in  the  General  Assembly  in  1886.  ITe 
a charter  member  of  the  Guilford  Bat- 
■md  remained  a member  for  twenty  years, 
j (oiporal,  second  lieutenant,  and  for  more 
four  years  its  first  captain.  He  married 
c Elizabeth  Griswold,  of  Mystic,  Conn., 


November  21,  1867.  Their  children:  Ruth 

Mary,  born  July  28,  1869;  Charles  Sherman, 
November  12,  1870;  Edward  Merwin,  Decem- 
ber 1,  1872  (died  August  10,  1892)  ; William 
Randall,  February  14,  1876;  Albert  Clifford, 
August  5,  1883. 

Ruth  Mary  Lee,  daughter  of  William  H. 
and  Mary  E.  (Griswold)  Lee,  married  Addi- 
son Earle  Baldwin,  of  Branford,  Conn.,  April 
5,  1893.  Their  children  are:  Dorothy  Rae, 

bom  June  1,  1895;  Harriet  Carpenter,  born 
July  1,  1900. 

Charles  Sherman  Lee,  son  of  William 
H.  and  Mary  E.  (Griswold)  Lee,  was  for 
seven  years  a member  of  Battery  A,  Connecti- 
cut National  Guard,  and  for  five  years  of  the 
Connecticut  Naval  Reserves.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  Spanish  war  he  enlisted  as  seaman  in 
the  United  States  Navy,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  at  the  close  of  the  w*ar.  He  is  now 
a member  of  Company  F,  Second  Regiment, 
Connecticut  National  Guard  (New  Haven 
Grays).  He  is  engaged  in  manufacturing  in 
New  Haven. 

Edward  Merwin  Lee,  son  of  William  H. 
and  Mary  E.  (Griswold)  Lee,  was  a graduate 
of  Guilford  Institute,  in  1890.  He  was  a 
bright  scholar  and  a great  favorite.  He  was 
for  a time  employed  in  Meriden,  and  after- 
ward entered  the  wholesale  house  of  Charles 

G.  Kimberly  in  New  Haven.  There,  a few 
months  later,  he  received  injuries,  by  falling 
down  an  elevator  shaft,  which  resulted  in  his 
death. 

William  Randall  Lee,  son  of  William 

H.  and  Mary  E.  (Griswold)  Lee,  with  his 
brother  Charles  S.  served  in  the  navy  during 
the  Spanish  war,  and  is  now  a member  of  the 
Connecticut  Naval  Reserves.  He  was  married 
November  28,  1900,  to  Lucy  Foote,  of  Guil- 
ford, Conn.,  and  is  engaged  in  manufacturing 
in  New  Haven. 

Albert  Clifford  Lee,  youngest  son  of 
William  FI.  and  Mary  E.  (Griswold)  Lee,  still 
remains  on  the  farm  with  his  father. 

Charles  Girhert  Lee,  son  of  James  E. 
and  Ruth  (Merwin)  Lee,  served  in  the  Civil 
war,  enlisting  in  Company  B,  Sixteenth  Reg- 
iment, Connecticut  Volunteers.  Tie  was  made 
corporal  August  it,  1863;  "’as  in  several  bat- 
tles: captured  with  his  regiment  at  Plymouth, 
N.  C.,  April  20.  18(14;  a prisoner  at  Anderson- 
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ville  nine  months;  and  died  March  6,  1865, 
at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  from  the  effects  of  his 
imprisonment. 

The  following  poem  relating  to  the  two 
brothers,  William  H.  and  Charles  G.  Lee,  at 
Antietam,  was  written  by  Susie  E.  Ward,  their 
former  teacher  at  the  Guilford  Institute: 

What  the  Sick  Soldier  Told  Me. 

The  surgeon  said  “Remain,”  but  somehow  I could  not 
stay, 

For  the" order  had  been  given,  and  the  boys  were  on  their 
way; 

And  thinking  on  the  morrow’s  tight,  I saw  my  brother 
stand, 

Calm  in  battle,  as  he  used  to  be,  when  plowing  father's 
land; 

Or  I saw  him  falling,  wounded,  or  lying  ghastly-dead; 
From  my  bed  of  straw  upspnnging,  “1  am  going  too,”  I 
said. 

So  I hurried  on  just  after;  on  the  ground  at  night  we  lay; 
And  I felt  his  arm  about  me  in  the  old  accustomed  way. 
But  when  morning  came,  quick-footed,  and  our  ranks  in 
order  stood, 

He  was  twenty  paces  from  me:  Oh,  how  boiled  my 

fevered  blood! 

Placed  so  near  him,  yet  not  with  him,  ’twixt  us  two  a 
score  of  others, 

Till  the  men  passed  me  down  the  line,  for  they  knew 
that  we  were  brothers. 

Did  you  ask  how  went  the  battle?  Why,  we  lost  the  day, 
you  know, 

And  at  last,  when  we  retreated,  I tried  hard  but  could 
not  go. 

Sick  at  heart  and  sick  in  body,  I was  falling  to  the  ground, 
But  Charley  was  beside  me,  his  dear  arm  about  me  wound; 
While  one  comrade  took  our  muskets,  passed  our  knap- 
sacks on  to  others, 

That  he  might  be  strong  to  help  me,  for  they  knew  that 
we  were  brothers. 

O Christian,  fellow  Christian,  is  it  so  with  you  and  me, 
Children  of  one  Heavenly  Father,  members  of  one 
family? 

Do  we  live  a love  so  simple?  Is  a strong  arm  ever 
thrown, 

Round  him  whose  faltering  footsteps  show  his  strength 
is  almost  gone? 

And  when  worldly  hearts  press  onward,  blindly  parting 
us  from  others, 

Do  their  dense  ranks  quickly  step  aside,  knowing  that 
we  all  are  brothers? 

MARY  PARMELEE  MERWIN,  daugh- 
ter of  Miles  M'erwin,  Sr.,  and  Phebe  (Camp) 
Merwin,  was  married  April  27,  1824,  to 
Thomas  Nbble  (born  April  27,  1797,  died 
January1  20,  1854),  of  Westfield,  Mass.,  where 
his  ancestors  had  lived  for  several  genera- 
tions. They  remained  in  Westfield  until 
1841,  when  they  removed  to  Granville,  Mass. 
In  1843  they  removed  to  Cromwell,  Conn., 
remaining  there  until  Mr.  Noble’s  death, 
which  occurred  eleven  years  later.  A few 


1 

months  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mr:! 
Noble,  with  her  younger  daughter,  retume! 
toi  Durham  to*  care  for  her  aged  father,  wher  I1 
she  remained  until  a few  weeks  before  he  j 
death,  when  she  was  taken,  in  failing  healtl  ; 
to  the  home  of  her  sister  Alva,  in  Cromwel  - 
where  she  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two-. 

Before  her  marriage  she  learned  the  tai i 
or's  trade  in  Middletown,  Conn.  Wherevc 
she  lived  she  always  made  herself  useful  it 
church  work  and  in  the  neighborhood,  bein : 
one  of  the  reliable  and  efficient  persons  whop 
aid  was  sought  in  case  of  sickness  or  death 
or  any  emergency ; and  she  had  frequent  » 1 
casion  for  the  exercise  of  her  talents  amorr 
her  kinsmen  and  acquaintances. 

Their  children : William  Merwin,  boi  | 

February  2,  1825;  Mary  Amelia,  May  2' 
1827  (died  January  22,  1886)  ; Thomas,  Mr 
23,  1831 ; Merwin  Lee,  September  2,  18 j 
(died  August  20,  1853)  1 Charlotte  Ellen,  D 
cember  23,  1846  (died  February  8,  1866). 

Wiiliam  Merwin  Noble,  son  of' Thom; 
and  Mary  P.  (Merwin)  Noble,  was  engage 
for  thirty-five  years  in  the  manufacture  4 
hammers  at  Cromwell,  Conn.,  under  the  fir 
name  of  Warner  & Noble.  During  the  yea  1 
of  his  active  life  he  was  one  of  the  leadii 
men  of  the  town,  and  has  held  different  tow 
offices.  He  was  married  May  8,  1850^  to  AT 
mira  Parmelee  Mildrum  (born  June  19,  182 
died  January  26,  1891).  Their  children : A 
thUr  William,  born  May  29,  1851;  Cla 
Adelia  and1  Emma  Amelia  (twins),  March  1 
18534  Edward  Shepard,  April  29,  185 
Robert  Mildrum,  March  16,  i860;  Willia 
Cleveland,  October  2,  1869. 

Arthur  William  Noble,  son  of  Willia 
M.  and  Almira  P.  (Mildrum)  Noble,  has  be 
for  many  years  in  the  hardware  business 
Riceville,  Iowa.  In  the  great  fire  which  d 
cur  red  there  July  20,  1901,  When  more  th 
fifty  places  of  business  were  burned,  his  stc  | 
and  dwelling  house  were  both  destroyed.  1; 
married  Laura  Anna  Pierce,  May  12,  180 
Their  daughter,  Julia  Charlotte,  was  be: 
April  5,  1898,  and  their  son,  Lucius  Pier, 
born  February  22,  1902,  died  three  days  afi 
birth. 

Clara  Adelia  Noble,  daughter  of  Willi) 

M.  and  Almira  P.  (Mildrum)  Noble,  was  m| 
riecl  October  20,  1874,  to  Daniel  Webster, , 
Berlin,  Conn.  Their  children:  Mary  Emr; 
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a June  21,  1879;  Helen,  May  26,  1881 
ed  September  6,  1882)  ; Hattie  Louise,  De- 
iiber  14,  1883;  William  John,  October  21, 
6;  Stewart  Noble,  July  31,  1888;  Gertrude, 
iruary  5,  1891. 

Eliruma  Amelia:  Noble,  daughter  of  Will- 
M.  and  Almira  P.  (Mildrum)  Noble,  with 
exception  of  a few  years  spent  in  the  West 
1 her  brothers,  has  always  lived  at  the 
le  of  her  father  in  Cromwell. 

Edward  Shepard  Noble,  son  of  William 
and  Almira  P.  ( Mildrum ) Noble,  resides 
Cromwell,  and  has  been  for  twelve  years 
1 the  Peck,  Stow  & Wilcox  Company,  in 
t Berlin.  He  was  married  May  17, 
2,  to  Minnie  Augusta  Griswold,  of  Crom- 
They  have  had  three  children:  Har- 

Beaumont,  born  November  27,  1887, 

1 August  29,  1888;  Le  Floy  Beaumont  was 
?i  June  17,  1891  ; Howard  Edward,  born 
•ch  1,  1896,  died  August  22,  of  the  same 
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Robert  Mildrum  Noble,  son  of  William 
and  Almira  P.  (Mildrum)  Noble,  con- 
:s  a hardware  store  in  Riceville,  Iowa,  and 
Iso  engaged  in  the  sale  of  musical  instru- 
ts. He  was  married  June  27,  1888,  to 
abeth  Sumner  Kimball,  of  Wentworth, 
a.  Their  children:  Gaylord  Kimball,  born 
L 1889;  Douglas,  December  22,  1894 
d January  2,  1895)  ; Robert  Mildrum,  Jr., 
il  11,  1896;  Curtis  Cleveland,  December 
1898;  Isabel,  July  8,  1902. 
vVilliam  Cleveland  Noble,  youngest  son 
Villiam  M.  and  Almira  P.  (Mildrum)  No- 
is  living  in  Cromwell,  and  has  been  for 
ral  years  in  the  employ  of  the  Peck,  Stow 
ilcox  Company,  of  East  Berlin.  Fie  was 
•ied  to  Mary  Frances  Hill,  July  6,  1898. 
r son,  Kenneth  Hill,  was  bom  April  3, 
>. 

d ary  Amelia  Noble,  daughter  of  Thorn- 
'll Mary  P.  (Merwin)  Noble,  married 
ry  Arnold,  oT  Westfield,  M'ass.,  in  1848. 
went  to  California  in  1849,  and  engaged 
ining,  returning  home  after  a few  years. 
855  be  again  went  to  California,  accom- 
-d  by  his  wife.  They  remained  there 
ecu  years,  in  1869  returning  to  Connec- 
witli  their  twio  sons  and  settling  in  Had- 
iTheir  children:  Edward  Clark,  born 

5.  1856,  and  Frank  Hubbard,  Ixirn  Jan- 
1 3*  '858,  at  Woolsey  Flat,  Nevada  Co., 


Cal. ; twoi  other  sons,  Charles  and  Henry,  who 
died  in  infancy,  were  born  at  Lake  City,  Cali- 
fornia. 

Edward  Clark  Arnold,  son  of  Henry  and 
Mary  A.  (Noble)  Arnold,  was  educated  at 
the  Middletown  High  School,  at  Westfield, 
(Mass.)  Academy,  and  at  Williston  Acad- 
emy, Mass.,  of  which  latter  he  is  a graduate. 
He  resides  in  New  York  City,  where  for  many 
years  he  has  held  the  position  of  advertising 
manager  for  the  Chautauquan  Magazine. 

Frank  Hubbard  Arnold,  son  of  Henry 
and  Mary  A.  (Noble  ) Arnold,  resides  in  Wa- 
terbury,  Conn.,  where  he  is  employed  in  the 
large  brass  factory  of  Benedict  & Burnham. 
He  was  married  December  27,  1890,  to  Mary 
Hazen,  of  Hadclam,  Connecticut. 

Thomas  Noble,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
P.  (Mjerwin)  Noble,  removed  with  his  fath: 
er’s  family  to  Cromwell,  Conn.,  when  twelve 
years  of  age.  In  1857,  h e went  to  California,, 
crossing  the  Isthmus,  and  engaged  first  in 
mining,  and  afterward  for  six  years  in  the 
hotel  business  as  partner  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  Henry  Arnold.  Later  they  engaged  in 
the  same  business  for  three  years  in  Nevada. 
Mr.  Noble  returned  by  the  same  route,  in 
1869,  to'  Cromwell,  where  he  has  since  resided,, 
engaged  principally  in  farming  and  dairying, 
and  is  now  president  of  the  Cromwell  Cream- 
ery Association.  He  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
for  several  years  he  has  had  charge  of  the 
financial  matters  of  the  Ecclesiatical  Society, 
and  has  also'  been  its  clerk  and  treasurer. 
With  fine  musical  taste  and  voice,  he  lias  been 
prominent  for  many  years  in  the  music  of  the 
church  and  Sunday-school.  He  married  April 
13,  1870,  Elizabeth  M.  (Baldwin)  Belden, 
of  Cromwell.  Their  children : Sarah  El- 

len, born  May  27,  1871  ; Thomas  Henry,  born 
November  20,  1875. 

Sarah  Ellen  Noble,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  M.  (Baldwin)  Noble,  has  al- 
ways lived  in  Cromwell.  She  inherits  her 
father’s  taste  for  music,  and  like  him  is  use- 
ful in  the  Sunday-school  and  the  choir,  as 
well  as  the  social  life  of  the  church. 

Thomas  1 lenry  Noble,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  M.  (Baldwin)  Noble,  is  eighth 
in  the  line  of  descent,  and  seventh  of  the 
name,  from  Thomas  Noble,  the  emigrant  an- 
cestor, who  died  in  Westfield,  Mass.,  in  1704. 
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Hz  has  always  resided  in  Cromwell,  except  a 
few  years  which  he  passed  in  New  Haven  as 
stenographer  for  Judge  William  K.  Town- 
send. He  is  now  employed  as  stenographer 
with  the  J.  & E.  Stevens  Company,  in  Crom- 
well. 

M'erwin  Lee  Noble,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  P.  (Merwin)  Noble,  was  an  ambitious 
scholar,  and  was  preparing  for  Yale  College 
at  Mans  on  (Mass.)  Academy,  but  during  a va- 
cation was  drowned,  while  bathing  in  Long 
Island  Sound,  off  Madison,  Connecticut. 

Charlotte  Ellen  Noble,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  P.  (Merwin)  Noble,  re- 
moved with  her  mother  from  Cromwell  to-  the 
Merwin  homestead  in  Durham  when  about 
eight  years  of  age.  She,  like  her  older 
brothers  and  sister,  was  of  a very  lively  tem- 
perament, learned  readily,  and  had  a retentive 
memory.  She  was  the  youngest  granddaugh- 
ter, and  her  presence  made  the  Merwin  home- 
stead an  attractive  place  for  the  many  cousins 
who  were  slightly  older.  She  died  at  the  age 
of  nineteen,  from  diphtheria  contracted  while 
caring  for  a young  cousin  of  the  next  genera- 
tion. 

ALVA  MERWIN,  daughter  of  Miles 
Merwin,  Sr.,  and  Phebe  (Camp)  Merwin,  was 
married  September  17,  1822,  to  Isaac  Stebbins 
Baldwin  (born  July  17,  1800,  died  April  n, 
1871).  They  resided  in.  Durham  until  Oc- 
tober, 1834,  when  they  removed  with  their 
two  children  to  Sherburne,  Chenango  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  one  year  later  to  Norwich,  N.  Y. 
There  their  son  Lyman,  a boy  of  great  prom- 
ise, was  drowned  at  the  age  of  eleven  years. 

In  November,  1851,  they  returned  to  their 
native  State,  locating  in  Cromwell.  After  the 
death  of  her  husband  nearly  twenty  years  later, 
Mrs.  Baldwin  lived  for  several  years  with  her 
sister,  Mrs.  White,  at  the  Merwin  homestead 
in  Durham,  returning  to  her  Cromwell  home 
in  1884.  Always  kindly,  cheerful  and 
hospitable,  her  house  was  a favorite  resort  of 
her  nephews  and  nieces,  as  well  as  her  chil- 
dren, grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren. 
She  retained  much  of  her  physical  and  mental 
vigor  to>  the  last,  and  enjoyed  to-  its  close  a 
life  of  continuous  activity  and  usefulness. 
Her  death,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years, 
■occurred  on  the  fifty-ninth  anniversary  of  the 
great  accession  to  the  church  in  Durham,  dur- 


ing the  ministry  of  Henry  Gleason,  at  which 
time  she  became  a member  of  that  church. 
Their  children : Mary  Elizabeth,  born  Decem- 
ber 28,  1823;  Lyman  Merwin,  February  2 
1827  (died  June  1,  1838);  Henry  Merwin 
June  21,  1840  (died  May  2,  1864);  Sarah 
Allen,  February  14,  1846. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Baldwin,  daughter  ol 
Isaac  S.  and  Alva  (Merwin)  Baldwin,  mar- 
ried April  5,  1842,  James  Maddock  (born  irj 
1816,  died  November  5,  1843),  at  Norwich 
N.  Y.  Their  daughter,  Elizabeth  Maddock 
was  born  January  24,  1843.  After  the  death 
of  her  father  she  lived  with  her  mother’s  pa- 
rents, taking  the  name  of  Baldwin. 

Mary  E.  (Baldwin)  Maddock  was  mar- 
ried (second)  August  26,  1845,  to'  Ebenezei 
Hibbard  A/ansize  (born  January  10,  1822 
died  April  17,  1893).  In  1850,  they  re- 

moved from  Norwich  to  Utica,  where  Mrs 
Vansize  is  now  living',  in  the  house  which  ’ 
she  has  occupied  for  more  than  half  1 
century.  She  is  a constant  attendant  at  church 
and  Sunday-school,  faithful  to  the  prayer-meet 
ing,  and  active  in  church  and  charitable  work 
Their  children  : William  Baldwin,  born  Apri 
8,  t853 ; Catherine  Hibbard,  March  21,  186c J 
(died  April  10,  of  the  same  year)  ; Hibbarc 
Kimball,  June  20,  1864;  Mary  Merwin,  De 
cemlber  5,  1865  (died  September  10,  1866). 

Elizabeth  Maddock  Baldwin,  daughter  0 
James  and  Miary  E.  (Baldwin)  Maddock,  wa 
married  December  25,  1863,  to  Lewis  Bel 
den  (died  August  7,  1864),  of  Rocky  Hill 
Conn.,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war  in  Com 
pany  H,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery 
and  died  in  the  service  August  7,1864.  Sh  , 
married  (second)  April  13,  1870,  Thomas  No  j 
ble,  of  Cromwell,  Conn.,  and  they  have  twd 
children,  as  before  mentioned. 

William  Baldwin  Vansize,  son  of  Eben 
ezer  H.  and  Mary  E.  (Baldwin)  Vansize,  ha  1 
been  engaged  in  various  applications  of  elec 
tricity  to  the  useful  arts,  including  the  tele, 
graph  and  telephone.  He  studied  law,  an 
was  admitted  to-  the  Bar  in  New  York  Stat 
in  1879,  and  has  since  practiced  as  a paten1 
lawyrer  and  expert  in  New  York  City.  H 
was  married  September  22,  1874,  to  Maria; 
G.  Fellows,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.  She  died  i j 
1893,  and!  he  subsequently  married  ArneF 
Ridout,  of  New  York  City,  and,  at  presen 
resides  in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 
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Hibbard  Kimball  Vansize,  son  of  Eben- 
r H.  and  Mary  E.  (Baldwin)  Vansize,  has 
n for  twenty  years  connected  with  the 
iida  National  Bank  of  Utica,  N.  Y.  He 
an  as  corresponding  clerk  in  1882,  and  is 
/ paying  teller.  He  married  Cora  Mary 
rton,  December  8,  1887.  Their  daughter, 
ry  Mildred,  was  born  August  9,  1891. 
Henry  Merwin  Baldwin,  son  of  Isaac 
and  Alva  (Merwin)  Baldwin,  served  in 
Civil  war  enlisting  in  Company  C,  Sev- 
1 Regiment,  Connecticut  Volunteers.  He 
; severely  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Olustee, 
.,  February  20,  1864,  and  after  two 

iths  spent  in  the  hospital  at  Beaufort,  S. 
was  given  a furlough,  and  went  to  his 
ie  at  Cromwell,  Conn.,  where  he  died  from 
iss  ten  days  later. 

Sarah  Allen  Baldwin,  daughter  of  Is- 
S.  and  Alva  (Merwin)  Baldwin,  was  mar- 
to  Henry  G.  Newton  (mentioned  below) 
tember  11,  1885.  For  several  years  she 
a teacher,  and  later  studied  medicine,  and 
graduated  in  1885  from  the  New  York 
lical  College  for  Women.  She  has  prac- 
1 her  profession  but  little,  but  is  actively 
rested  in  matters  of  church,  education  and 
ity  in  New  Haven,  where  she  now,  re- 
s.  She  is  chairman  of  the  Woman's  De- 
ment of  the  City  Missionary  Association 
lew  Haven;  chairman  of  the  visiting  coul- 
ee of  the  New  Haven  Woman's  School 
iciation ; a member  of  the  executive  com- 
ee  of  the  Home  for  the  Friendless,  and  of 
board  of  managers  of  the  Elm  City  Kin- 
arten  Association ; one  of  the  original  in- 
orators named  in  the  charter  of  Grace 
P’ital ; a member  of  the  outlook  committee 
Plymouth  Church,  and  secretary  of  the 
ie  Department  of  its  Sunday-school ; and 
first  woman  ever  registered  as  a voter  in 
lecticut. 
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I HO  DA  MERWIN,  daughter  of  Miles 
win.  **"""•»  -"id  Phcbe  (Camp)  Merwin,  was 
ied  June  28,  1829,  to  Edmund  Sage  (born 
3,  1804,  died  May  4,  1878),  of  Cromwell, 
’•)  who  owned  and  managed  a large  farm 
lie  main  turnpike  between  Hartford  and 
Haven.  I he  six  daughters  of  Miles 
\in,  Sr.,  always  had  a very  strong  affcc- 
loi  each  other.  As  their  children  grew 
isits  between  the  families  were  frequent, 


and  children  as  well  as  adults  looked  upon 
these  gatherings  as  a great  event  in  their  lives. 
Many  such  meetings  were  held  in  the  spacious 
Sage  home,  and  “Aunt  Rhoda”  was  a house- 
hold word  among  her  sisters’  children. 

In  later  years  another  sister,  Mary,  and. 
afterward  Alva,  with  their  families,  settled 
in  Cromwell,  all  living  within  a half  mile  of 
each  other,  making  it  a favorite  rallying  place 
for  the  others,  and  the  scene  of  many  festive- 
occasions.  The  three  sisters,  as  well  as  their 
husbands  and  children,  were  good  singers,  and 
the  musical  evenings  which  they  spent  together 
were  much  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  life  of  Mrs.  Sage  and  her  husband, 
was  later  overshadowed  by  the  loss  of  four 
of  their  five  children,  between  the  ages  of  nine- 
teen and  twenty-nine  years,  all  living  at  home 
until  their  deaths,  which  occurred  within  nine 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sage  afterward  removed 
to  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  she  died  a few  years 
later,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  Their  chil- 
dren: Elizabeth  Williams,  born  June  17, 

1830,  died  August  16,  1859;  Frances  Mer- 
win, born  February  21,  1832,  died  February  1, 
1851;  Martha  Marietta,  born  February  13, 
1834,  died  June  9,  1856;  Charles  Edmund  was 
born  February  3,  1838;  Henry  Lewis,  bom 
September  20,  1841,  died  April  25,  i860. 

Elizabeth  Williams  Sage,  daughter  of 
Edmund  and  Rhoda  (Merwin)  Sage,  was  a 
graduate  of  the  State  Normal  School  of  New 
Britain.  She  was  for  several  years  an  enthus- 
iastic and  very  successful  teacher,  until  failing 
health  obliged  her  to  relinquish  her  work.  So 
devoted  to  her  profession  was  she  that,  when 
cautioned  by  her  physician  against  continuing 
in  school,  she  remarked  to  her  friends:  “If 

I knew  I could  live  only  one  year  and  continue 
teaching,  or  two  years  without  teaching,  I 
should  choose  to  teach.” 

Frances  Merwin  Sage  died  at  nineteen, 
Martha  Marietta  Sage  at  twenty-two  and 
Henry  Lewis  Sage  at  nineteen  years  of  age 
(children  of  Edmund  and  Rhoda  (Merwin) 
Sage).  They  were  all  of  good  ability,  kind- 
hearted,  and  apparently  had  reason  to  expect 
successful  and  happy  lives.  The  three  cousins, 
Henry  M.  Baldwin,  Henry  Lewis  Sage  and 
Henry  Gleason  Newton,  being  nearly  the  same 
age,  were  often  in  company,  and  the  “three 
Henrys”  always  had  enjoyable  times  together. 

C itarles  Edmund  Sage,  son  of  Edmund 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


-238 


and  Rhoda  (Merwin)  Sage,  served  through 
the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in  the  Fifth  Connecti- 
cut Regiment,  in  June,  1861.  He  was  sworn 
into  service  as  a member  of  the  Fifth  Regiment 
Band,  was  in  several  battles,  and  was  dis- 
charged in  1862;  then  was  appointed  carrier 
of  dispatches  at  the  headquarters  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding.  Afterward,  for  ten  years, 
he  was  located  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  superintend- 
ing the  erection  of  many  buildings,  both  pub- 
lic and  private.  Then,  purchasing  a farm  in 
Somerset  county,  N.  J.,  he  removed  thither, 
where  he  at  present  resides. 

Mr.  Sage  was  married  September  19,  1868, 
to  Mary  Anna  Esch.  Their  children  : Walter 
Merwin,  born  October  15,  1869;  Edmund 
Esch,  July  6,  1871;  Frederick  Henry,  Novem- 
ber 24,  1874. 

Walter  Mlerwin  Sage,  son  of  Charles  E. 
and  Mary  A.  (Esch)  Sage,  is  a graduate  of 
the  State  Normal  School  of  New  Jersey,  and 
of  the  Law  School  of  Dickinson  College,  Car- 
lisle, Penn. ; he  also  graduated  in  the  classical 
course  of  the  same  college,  holding  three  di- 
plomas, and  having  the  degree  A.  M.  con- 
ferred by  said  college.  He  is  at  present  prin- 
cipal of  the  Fairview  school.  North  Hoboken, 
New  Jersey.  - 

Edmund  Esch  Sage,  son  of  Charles  E. 
and  Mary  A.  (Esch)  Sage,  is  a graduate  of 
the  New  Jersey  State  Normal  School,  holding 
a life  certificate,  and  is  now  principal  of  the 
Diamond  Hill  school  of  Summit,  New  Jersey. 

Frederick  Henry  Sage,  son  o>f  Charles 
E.  and  Mary  A.  (Esch)  Sage,  also*  holds  a 
State  Normal  life  certificate,  and  is  principal 
of  the  Long  Hill  school,  in  Gillette,  Morris 
Co.,  N.  J.,  where  he  resides. 

NOAH  MERWIN,  younger  son  of  Miles 
Merwin,  Sr.,  and  Phebe  (Camp)  Merwin,  al- 
ways resided  in  Durham,  his  native  town.  He 
followed  the  employment  of  his  father,  pur- 
chasing a farm  near  the  old  homestead.  A 
man  of  strong  convictions,  he  refused  to  go 
with  his  party  when  that  party  selected  as  a 
candidate  a slave  holder  and  duelist  (Henry 
Clay),  and  became  an  Abolitionist  when  Abo- 
litionists were  unpopular,  even  though  he 
thereby,  for  a time,  alienated  some  of  his  best 
friends.  Conscientious  in  the  performance  of 
his  Christian  duties,  he  was  a constant  attend- 


ant at  the  Sabbath  services  and  at  the  prayer ' 
meeting. 

Mr.  Merwin  married  November  24,  18371. 
Olive  Stowe  (born  November  25,  1809,  died 
May  12,  1884),  of  Middlefield,  Conn.  Theii 
children:  Lucy  Stowe,  born  November  7 

1839  (died  August  30,  1840);  Lucy  Stowe  ' 
June  30,  1841;  Edward  Payson,  March  23 
1844;  Charles  Baldwin,  August  3,  1848. 

Lucy  Stowe  Merwin,  daughter  of  Noah 
and  Olive  (Stowe)  Merwlin,  was  educated  ay 
the  Durham  Academy,  Ipswich  Female  Semi- 
nary and  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary,  of  which  lat- 
ter she  is  a graduate.  For  thirty-eight  year:  t 
she  was  engaged  in  teaching,  most  of  the  tim<  1 
in  the  public  schools,  in  the  higher  grammai 
grades  and  the  high  school  department.  F01 
twenty-five  years  she  taught  in  her  nativi 
State;  for  two  years  was  assistant  principal  0: 
the  Bucksville  Academy,  in  Kentucky ; for  fiv( ' 
years  taught  in  the  middle  West,  in  Pueblo1 
Colo.,  and  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  the  last  two  yearsf 
as  principal  of  the  high  school ; and  for  foui  j 
years  taught  in  Portland,  Oregon.  ? 

Fond  of  travelling,  she  improved  her  va-f 
cations  in  visiting  Alaska,  the  Hawaiian  Isl- 
ands,  and  interesting  points  in  Colorado,  Wy- 
oming, Utah  and  California.  She  has  crossecj, 
the  continent  six  times.  One  year  she  spenij 
in  the  Adirondacks. 

Edward  Payson  Merwin,  son  of  Noat 
and  Olive  (Stowe)  Merwin,  was  educated  all 
Durham  Academy  and  the  Indianapolis  HigI 
School.  For  some  years  he  whs  with  Colt’: 
Fire  Arms  Company  in  Hartford,  and  after) 
ward  was  for  three  years  in  New  Jersey;  they 
for  thirteen  years  with  the  Wheeler  & Wilsor  j 
Company,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.;  and  for  tho 
last  twenty  years  has  been  with  the  Morle) 
Button  Sewing  Machine  Company  of  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H.,  where  he  resides.  He  has  madj 
some  important  and  valuable  inventions  or 
sewing  machines. 

His  aunt,  Mrs.  Phebe  C.  White,  had  a lif( 
estate  in  the  Merwin  homestead,  and  after  Lei  ■ 
decease,  in  1884,  it  passed  to  the  children  0 
Noah  Merwin.  Edward  P.  Merwin,  being  the 
elder  son,  purchased  the  interest  of  his  brother 
and  sister,  and  is  now!  the  owner,  occupying 
it  during  his  vacations.  The  entire  Merwin 
family  hope  it  may  long  continue  in  the  Mer-, 
win  name.  He  was  married  June  10,  1884,  to 
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M tha  L.  Hulme  (born  December  22,  1843). 
T1  r daughter,  Jennie,  born  July  28,  1885, 
dii  August  9,  of  the  same  year. 

Charles  Baldwin  Merwin,  son  of  Noah 
an  Olive  (Stowe)  Merwin,  was  educated  at 
Di  1am  Academy.  He  was  for  a time  in  the 
en  ioy  of  the  Boston  & New  York  Air  Line 
Rc  road  Company.  In  1873  he  went  to  New 
Yc  c and  was  for  five  years  in  the  establish- 
m<  ; of  P.  S.  Smith ; then  went  into  business 
on  is  own  account,  as  a manufacturing  sta- 
tio  r and  printer,  in  lines  requiring  the  best 
ski  and  utmost  care.  He  makes  a specialty 
of  ipplying  seminaries  and  colleges,  and  also 
of  gal  printing.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem 
in  >th  business  and  social  relations.  He  re- 
sid  in  Bayonne,  N.  J.,  and  is  a member  of 
thexewark  Bay  Boat  Club.  He  was  married 
An  1st  3,  1871,  to  Ella  Jane  Crowell  (born 
Ap  17,  1851,  died  January  2,  1892),  of  Dur- 
hai  Conn.  He  married  (second)  October  18, 
i8(  , Ada  Emeline  Ballard  (born  November 
29,  868),  of  New  York  City. 
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1ANCY  MARIA  MERWIN,  youngest 
hter  of  Miles  Merwin,  Sr.,  and  Phebe 
ip)  Merwin,  married  December  5,  1838, 
>rd  Newton  (bom  July  31,  1804,  died 
Tiber  16,  1883),  in  whose  school  she  had 
a pupil.  Before  her  marriage  she  taught 
e district  school  of  Durham,  and  was  a 
er  in  the  Sunday-school  as  long  as  she 
ible  to  be  there.  She  was  a member  of 
hoir,  and  always  helpful  in  church  and 
borhood ; always  ready  in  sickness  and 
le  to  do  for  others  more  than  her  strength 
1 admit ; always  cheerful  and  happy, 
and  uncomplaining,  and  absolutely  con- 
ious.  She  viewed  the  slow  approach  of 
n death  as  calmly  as  if  she  were  about 
:e  a journey  to  a neighboring  state;  to 
st  hour  thoughtful  for  the  welfare  of  the 
nd  and  children  she  was  leaving.  Their 
en : Ellen  Maria,  born  June  24,  1841 

October  7,  1863)  ; Henry  Gleason,  June 
3;  Caroline  Gaylord,  January  21,  1845. 
•lkn  Maria  Newton,  daughter  of  Gay- 
nd  Nancy  M.  (Merwin)  Newton,  from 
e of  fourteen  had  charge  of  the  house- 
Gifted  with  an  especially  fine  ear  for 
she  became  church  organist  in  her  early 
id.  Quick-witted  and  sprightly,  she 
sually  associated  with  those  older  than 


herself,  and  was  a universal  favorite,  but  best 
loved  where  best  known.  She  had  a class  in 
Sunday-school,  and  among  her  latest  acts  was 
writing  a letter  to*  each  scholar,  her  strength 
.-ailing  before  she  had  completed  the  last  let- 
ter. 

Henry  Gleason  Newton,  only  son  of 
Gaylord  and  Nancy  M.  (Merwin)  Newton, 
was  named  in  memory  of  Rev.  Henry  Gleason, 
who  united  them  in  marriage,  and  during 
whose  short  ministry,  ended  by  his  death,  the 
church  in  Durham  doubled  its  membership.  * 
He  was  married  September  11,  1885,  to  Sar- 
ah Allen  Baldwin,  M.  D.  (before  men- 
tioned). |He  was  educated  in  Durham  Acad- 
emy, entered  Wesleyan  University,  in  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  in  1861,  but,  his  health  failing, 
left  in  the  first  year.  He  taught  the  South 
school  in  Durham  in  1862;  entered  college 
again  in  1863,  when  his  health  again  failed; 
taught  the  South  school  in  Northford  in  1865 
and  1866,  where  his  great-uncle  Burwell  New- 
ton had  taught  many  years  before  in  the  same 
building,  and  to  which  said  Burwell  left  a 
fund  for  the  aid  of  the  school.  He  entered 
Wesleyan  again  in  1867,  graduating  in  1870, 
being  a member  of  the  Eclectic  Fraternity  and 
the  Phi  Beta  Kappa.  He  graduated  from  the 
Yale  Law  School  in  1872,  taking  two  essay 
prizes  in  Civil  and  Common  Law,  and  the 
valedictory  at  class  day,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar.  He  has  practiced  law  in  New  Ha- 
ven since  that  time,  retaining  his  residence  in 
Durham  for  a long  time.  He  was  for  ten  years 
acting  school  visitor  in  Durham,  and 
has  been  attorney  for  the  town  most 
of  the  time  for  thirty  [years.  He  was 
elected  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1885,  when 
he  was  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  committee, 
and  leader  of  the  blouse.  Declared  elected 
the  next  year  by  one  vote,  he  claimed  a mis- 
count, contested  his  own  election  as  attorney 
for  his  competitor,  and  succeeded  in  having 
himself  unseated,  and  his  opponent  seated,  at 
the  opening  of  the  second  day  of  the  session, 
the  shortest  time  on  record.  He  was  elected 
to  the  General  Assembly  from  New  Haven  in 
1895,  and  was  chairman  of  committee  on  Hu- 
mane Institutions;  obtained  the  passage  of  a 
bill  for  a State  Refonnatorv,  and  the  adop- 
tion bv  the  House  of  an  amendment  revising 
the  State  Constitution  (lx>th  of  which  meas- 
ures were  killed  at  the  next  session),  as  well  as 
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several  other  important  laws  which  still  sur- 
vive. Mr.  Newton  is  the  author 'of  some  le- 
gal treatises;  chairman  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors oh  the  City  Missionary  Association  of 
New  Haven  from  its  organization;  director 
and  a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  in  the 
New  Haven  Y.  M.  C.  A. ; director  of  and  at- 
torney for  the  National  New  Haven  Bank; 
trustee  of  the  Farmers’  & Mechanics’  Sav- 
ings Bank  of  Middletown ; member  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  Sons 
• of  the  Colonial  Wars;  Referee  in  Bankruptcy 
for  New  Haven  county;  member  O'f  State 
B|oard  of  Health.  He  has  been  active  in 
Plymouth  Church  and  Sunday-school  for  thir- 
ty years,  and  is  deacon  of  the  Congregation- 
al Church  in  Durham.  He  is  the  authpr  of 
the  “History  of  Durham”  in  the  “History 
of  Middlesex  County,”  published  by  J.  B. 
Beers  & Co.  He  was  president  of  the  day  at 
the  celebration  of  the  Durham  Bi-Centennial, 
held  July  4,  1899. 

Caroline  Gaylord  Newton,  daughter 
of  Gaylord  and  Nancy  Ml  (Merwin)  Newton, 
was  educated  at  the  Durham  Academy  in  its 
palmy  days,  and  taught  for  several  terms  in 
Durham  and  Wallingford  before  her  marriage 
to  Henry  Huntington  Newton,  December  9, 
1864.  In  1866  Mr.  Newton  purchased  the 
former  home  of  Benjamin  H.  Coe,  the  artist, 
wlhere  they  have  resided  ever  since.  Several 
pictures  painted  by  Mr.  Coe  over  seventy-five 
years  ago  are  still  in  the  house. 

After  her  sister’s  death,  she  was  for  many 
years  church  organist,  and  until  recently  has 
been  a member  of  the  choir.  She  early  had 
a class  in  Sunday-school  and  now  has  charge 
of  the  junior  department,  and  is  active  in  ev- 
ery department  of  church  work. 

She  has  never  missed  a meeting  of  the 
Historical  Society,  formed  in  1899  M the  cel- 
ebration O'f  the  200th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  town,  and  has  been  especially 
active  in  its  maintenance,  and  one  of  the 
principal  contributors  to  its  list  of  historical 
sketches,  and  is  also-  a valued  and  frequent 
contributor  to  the  pleasure  of  the  literary  circle. 

NEWTON.  The  Newton  family  of  Dur- 
ham, Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  one  of  the  oldest 
in  either  Connecticut  or  New  England,  is  of 
English  origin,  and  traces  its  existence  in 
America  to  as  far  hack  as  1638. 


Roger  Newton,  the  first  of  the  family 
come  from  England  to'  America,  arrived  1 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  about  the  time  mention  1 
above,  and  studied  at  Harvard  College.  Co 
ing  thence  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  he  studied  tl 
ology  under  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  the  fi 
minister  of  the  first  church  in  Hartford,  a 1. 
married  Mary  Hooker,  ids  eldest  daughtj 
about  1644.  In  1645  he  was  ordained  fil 
minister  of  the  church  in  Farmington,  bei  i 
one  of  the  “Seven  Pillars”  in  the  founding  (. 
that  church,  and  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  1 1' 
town.  He  remained  there  twelve  years,  tl 
moved  to  Milford,  Conn.,  where  he  was  ag; 
ordained,  August  22,  1660,  as  the  secor 
pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  that  place,  j 
which  capacity  he  officiated  until  his  decea  j 
June  7,  1683.  A memorial  tablet  of  brass 
this  church  says  of  him,  “A  good  minister 
Christ  Jesus,  nourished  in  the  words  of  It 
faith,  and  of  the  good  doctrine.” 

He  received  into  his  study  young  men 
prepare  them  for  the  ministry,  and  Abrah; 
Pierson,  first  president  of  Yale  College,  \\ 
one  of  his  pupils.  His  library  of  more  th 
two  hundred  volumes  was  a remarkable  c 
for  the  time.  A list  of  the  titles  of  the  boc 
is  printed  in  the  last  edition  of  Atwate 
“History  of  New  Haven  Colony.” 

Roger  Newton  left  seven  children,  most 
whom  married  and  remained  in  and  near  M 
ford.  Samuel,  the  eldest,  was  especially  pro 
inent  in  military  affairs,  serving  as  ensign 
King  Philip’s  war,  and  afterward  as  capta 
Samuel  had  eight  children,  of  whom  1 
youngest,  Abner,  born  in  1700,  married  Mi 
Burwell,  and  removed  to  Durham.  The  Bi 
w;ells  were  connected  with  the  English  nobil  | 
and  the  royal  family,  and  they  brought  a 
siderable  property  to  this  country,  Mary’s  sh; 
of  which  helped  the  young  couple  to  a co 
fortable  settlement  in  Durham.  Abner  is  cal  ' 
a “cordwainer”  in  Milford  deeds,  but  did  1 • 
apparently  continue  that  occupation  in  D 
ham,  for  he  purchased  the  mill-pond  with  : 
cornmill  and  bolting-mill  with  “ye  privilege 
damnefie  Ailing’s  Brook.” 

In  1724  he  sold  half  this  right,  and  p 
chased  a farm  in  t'he  part  of  Haddam  wh 
was  in  1773  made  a part  of  Durham  and  1 1 
since  been  called  Haddam  Quarter.  T ;■ 
farm  has  remained  in  the  possession  of  J 
family  nearly  180  years,  and  is  now  owned  , 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


241 


J Edward  Newton,  Abner’s  great-great- 
g ndson.  The  old  house  which  had  sheltered 
ti  ee  generations  of  Newtons  was  torn  down 
a ut  1825,  and  a new|  one  built  a little  west 
0 the  old  site. 

Abner  Newton  had  five  sons,  Abner,  John, 
E -well,  Samuel,  and  Roger.  John  and  Roger 
moved  to  Greenfield,  Mass.,  Roger  being 
n lister  of  the  church  in  that  place.  He  re- 
ef ?ed  the  degree  of  D.  D.  from  Dartmouth 
C lege,  though  he  was  a graduate  of  Yale. 

Burwell  Newton,  the  ancestor  of  all  the 
E rham  Newtons,  remained  on  the  old  home- 
st  d.  He  married  Eunice  Johnson,  who  was 
a randdaughter  of  Nathaniel  Sutliff,  one  of 
Id  thirty-four  original  proprietors  of  Durham, 
ai  a great-great-granddaughter  of  Robert 
Je  nson,  who  was  born  in  England  in  1599  and 
wh  a householder  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in 
1(1.  She  bore  him  five  sons  and  two  daugh- 
te  , of  whom  Abner,  the  third  son,  born  De- 
co.her  29,  1764,  is  the  ancestor  of  the  branch 
<;i  he  family  which  this  sketch  principally  con- 
ce'is.  1 

ABNER  NEWTON  was  eleven  years,  six 
m ths  old  when  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
en  was  signed,  but  though  only  a child  he  was 
ve  patriotic.  The  father,  Burwell,  entered 
th  army,  but  remained  only  a short  time, 
m;  ching  up  the  North  River  to  a place  which 
w;  then  'called  Sopus,  but  which  is  now  the 
' it  of  Kingston,  in  a company  under  the  com- 
in;  d of  Capt.  Charles  Norton.  Burwell  had 
no  alate,  and  his  inability  to  make  himself  un- 
de tood  by  strangers  made  his  situation  in  the 
aril/  extremely  dangerous,  as  he  could  not 
pi'  the  countersign,  or  say  anything  distinct- 
ly, nd  Col.  Timothy  Stone  signed  an  order 
th;  he  lie  excused  from  further  military  duty, 
lb  was  not  satisfied  with  this,  and  after  his 
r(‘t  n he  asked  his  young  son,  Abner,  who  was 
by  hat  time  almost  fifteen,  whether  he  was 
w i ng  to  serve  in  his  father’s  place. 

o quote  the  quaint  wording  of  Abner’s 
record,  “Glowing  with  zeal  for  the  ac- 
'iii  tion  of  our  independence,  I readily  acceded 
s request,  and  wias  accepted  by  his  com- 
111:1  ler.  I he  first  call  1 received  was  to  New 
■ii  when  Arnold  and  bis  troops  visited  that 
I he  next  was  to>  Fairfield  when  that 
was  burned  by  the  enemy,  but  receiving 
ter  orders  I was  dismissed  at  New  Haven, 
le 
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I was  next  called  to  Guilford,  at  the  time  the 
enemy  took  the  fort  at  Groton,  near  New  Lon- 
don, and  passed  down  the  Sound  to  New  York. 
In  Aiugust  of  the  same  year,  1781,  I marched 
to  Stratford,  and  was  there  placed  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Bunnell  of  Cheshire.  The 
next  year,  1782,  I again  marched  to-  Strat- 
ford, and  was  placed  under  the  command  of 
Capt.  Charles  Norton  of  Durham.  I contin- 
ued at  Stratford  for  some  time,  when  orders 
were  received  to  march.”  [Here  a bit  of  the 
manuscript  is  torn  off,  and  the  next  place  of 
service  is  not  known.]  I11  1783  he  again  en- 
listed, “to  aid  in  dislodging  the  enemy  from 
Long  Island,”  but  peace  was  declared  and  they 
were  dismissed  informally  without  discharge 
papers. 

Soon  after  his  first  enlistment,  while  at 
Stratford,  the  British  were  known  to  be  near, 
and  volunteers  were  called  for  to  patrol  the 
shore.  He  says,  “I  readily  turned  out,  it  not 
being  my  turn  to  guard,  and  patrolled  until 
morning.  When  returned  to  my  quarters  in 
the  morning  I was  reproved  by  the  older  sol- 
diers for  not  remaining  in  quarters,  and  re- 
freshing myself  with  sleep  as  they  had.” 

At  another  time,  “while  at  West  Haven, 
several  British  sails  were  discovered  one  day, 
and  danger  apprehended.  That  night  I was- 
stationed  about  half  a mile  from  the  guard 
house  upon  a point  of  rocks  extending  into  the- 
Sound.  After  remaining  there  for  some  time, 
I distinctly  heard  the  oars  of  a boat  making 
along  the  shore,  but  could  not  see,  it  being  ex- 
tremely dark.  I accordingly  hailed,  but  re- 
ceived no  answer:  when  repeated,  fired.  Others- 
of  the  guard  heard  the  same,  and  I was  soon 
after  visited  by  the  patrol,  who  informed  me 
that  the  sergeant  of  the  guard,  whose  name 
was  Rice,  together  with  the  soldiers  who  were 
to  be  my  relief,  had  through  fear  deserted  the 
guard  house.  I was  therefore  left  upon  the 
rocks  to  guard  until  morning.” 

This  was  the  occasion  referred  to  in  Prof. 
Fowler’s  “History  of  Durham,”  when  the  cap- 
tain invited  him  to  “take  a knock  in  the  jaw, 
meaning  a glass  of  bitters.” 

At  this  time,  “after  marching  into  New 
Haven  several  of  our  company  went  out  in  a 
vessel  after  fuel,  the  weather  being  cold,  and 
were  taken.” 

After  peace  was  declared,  Abner  returned 
to  the  farm  house,  where  lie  remained  until 
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his  marriage  to  Abigail  Fairchild,  March  4, 

1788.  She  had  more  cruel  cause  than  he  to 
remember  the  war.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Elisha  Fairchild,  who*  lived  not  far  from  the 
Newtons,  but  in  the  bounds  of  Middletown. 
Late  in  1776  the  British  had  captured  many 
men  from  Middletown  and  nearby  places,  and 
held  them  prisoners  in  Fort  Washington  and  on 
shipboard  in  New  York  harbor.  They  were 
poorly  fed  and  cared  for,  and  many  died  from 
disease,  especially  from  smallpox.  A message 
w*as  sent  to  the  coast  towns  that  some  of  these 
sick  ones  would  be  released  if  their  friends 
would  come  for  them,  and  two  hundred  were 
landed  at  Milford  harbor  in  the  dead  of  win- 
ter, January  2,  1777.  It  would  seem  as  if  no 
lives  could  be  saved  after  such  an  exposure, 
but  some  were.  Elisha  Fairchild  had  a good 
team  of  horses,  and  he  drove  down,  and 
brought  home  a pitiful  load,  how*  many 
is  not  known,  but  certainly  one  of  them 
survived,  William  Butler,  who  received 
a pension  until  a good  old  age.  Fair- 
child  came  home  to'  his1  wife  and  four  chil- 
dren for  the  last  time.  Fie  had  never  had  the 
smallpox,  and  vaccination  was  unknown.  He 
had  been  faithful  in  that  which  seemed  his 
duty,  and  now  he  laid  down  his  life  for  his 
friends  and  his  country.  Within  the  month, 
on  January  25,  1777,  he  died  of  smallpox,  and 
was  buried  in  his  own  home  lot  at  Long  Hill, 
Middletown,  where  his  gravestone  still  stands, 
in  perfect  condition. 

When  he  w[as  twenty-three  and  she  was 
twenty-one,  Abner  Newton  and  Abigail  Fair- 
child  were  m,arried ; they  moved  to>  Hart- 
land,  returning  to  Durham  thirteen  years  later, 
and  purchasing  a house  and  farm  of  Curtis 
Bates.  While  in  Hartland  he  became  ensign 
and  afterward  captain  in  the  militia,  and  soon 
after  his  return,  in  1803,  he  was  chosen  deacon 
of  the  First  Church  in  Durham.  He  was  rep- 
resentative from  Durham  in  the  General  As- 
sembly in  the  years  1812,  1813,  and  1815. 

They  had  seven  children,  Content,  Parnel, 
Elisha  Fairchild,  Abner,  Horace,  Gaylord  and 
Roger  Watson. 

CONTENT  NEWTON,  born  January  6, 

1789,  never  married,  and  lived  in  her  father’s 
house  until  her  death,  January  15,  1859. 

PARNEL  NEWTON,  born  July  25,  1791, 
mlarried  John  Ward,  and  died  July  9,  1880.  I 


She  was  the  mother  of  George  Newton  War  j 
Henry  Ward,  Sarah  Content  Ward  and  Hal 
riet  Elizabeth  Ward  Loomis.  Sketches  of  tp 
families  of  George  Newton  Ward  and  Henri 
Ward  appear  elsewhere. 

Sarah  Content  Ward  still  owns  the  fan  | 
ily  homestead  on  Hunting  Hill,  in  Middletown 
but  resides  with  her  sister-in-law,  Mrs.  Georg 
N.  Ward,  on  Main  street.  I 

Harriet  Elizabeth  Ward,  born  April  r 
1823,  married  Joab  Loomis,  of  Bloomfield 
Conn.,  September  16,  1851,  and  died  Marcj’ 
22,  1895.  Two  children  survive  them:  Helei 
Elizabeth,  born  November  23,  1852,  marriel 
William  Flranklin  Pettibone,  of  Hartford 
Conn.,  October  10,  1877.  Their  only  child 
Frederick  Loomis  Pettibone,  was  born  Sep 
tember  4,  1878,  and  died  December  13,  189;' 

Robert  Ward  Loomis,  born  December  ; 
1862,  married  Mrs.  Anna  Dickenson  Ftr> 
ler,  October  13,  1897.  They  have  two  chi 
dren,  Robert  Loomis  and  Helen  Loomis.  ; 

ELISHA  FAIRCHILD  NEWTON  wa , 
born  August  7.  1793,  in  Hartland,  Hartfor 
Cb.,  C'onn.,  during  the  period  of  the  residenc 
of  his  parents  there.  He  was  a boy  when  the 
returned  to  Durham.  After  his  marriage  1 
first  located  on  the  Samuel  Newton  farm,  an* 
later  he  acquired  one-half  of  the  farm  then  cm  j 
cupied  by  Roger  Newton,  to*  which  place  1 
moved,  and  they  operated  the  farm  togethe 
until  the  death  of  Roger.  Elisha  then  can 
into  full  possession  of  the  place,  and  was  thei 
engaged  until  his  death,  which  occurred  (s 
the  result  of  pneumonia)  October  8,  i86< 
The  widow  of  Roger  Newton  survived  tothj 
age  of  ninety-nine  years,  dying  at  the  home  Ci 
Israel  C.  Newton,  in  Durham.  Elisha  F.  New  I 
ton  was  a successful  farmer,  and  a man  muc, 
beloved  by  all.  There  was  in  his  life  sue} 
unmistakable  evidence  of  sterling  integrity  an] 
all  the  essential  attributes  of  upright  manhooj 
that  he  best  represented  the  highest  type  c 
the  ideal  citizen.  He  held  the  unbounded  coi 
fidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellowjnen,  and  1 
set  a good  example  of  an  upright  Christia 
life,  being  a very  active  member  and  supports , 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  living  T 
to  the  teachings  of  the  Bible.  In  politics  1 [ 
was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican,  an| 
though  he  never  sought  office  he  was  calle  j 
upon  to  represent  his  town  one  term  in  tl 
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L(  slature.  Mr.  Newton  married  Sally 
Q p,  daughter  of  Israel  and  Rhoda  (Smith- 
so  Camp,  and  she  died  March  27,  1882,  aged 
ei<  ty-six  years.  She  and  her  husband  are 
bu'id  at  Durham  Centre.  Their  children 
we  : Israel  Camp  and  Abigail  Maria. 

srael  Camp  Newton  was  born  March 
23  1822,  in  Durham,  on  the  Deacon  Samuel 
Ne  ton  place.  He  attended  the  district  school 
air  Durham  Academy,  and  assisted  in  the  farm 
\\%  at  home  up  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
whti  he  went  to'  Middletown  and  was  employed 
as  'erk  in  the  dry-goods  store  of  his  uncle, 
\V:  am  S.  Carqp,  where  he  remained  several 
yep,  acquiring  a good  knowledge  of  the  bus- 
ine'.  In  1845  he  left  there,  going  to  New 
Vo.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  un- 
der ear  and  hosiery  business  in  company  with 
Jo!  Hinchman.  They  continued  together 
unt  1852,  when,  because  of  failing  health, 
Mr  Tewton  gave  up  the  business  and  returned 
to  irharn,  and  a short  time  later  he  engaged 
wit  his  brother-in-law,  Henry  Ward,  in  the 
rrei  intile  business  at  South  Farm,  Middle- 
tow  where  they  remained  together  for  sev- 
en! ears.  Mr.  Newton  bought  out  his  part- 
ner interest  in  1856,  and  soon  afterward  dis- 
pos  of  the  business  on  account  of  failing 
hea 
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1.  He  then  returned  to  the  home  farm 
rham,  assuming  its  management  until  his 
’s  death,  when  he  came  into  possession 
if.  He  made  quite  extensive  irr.prove- 
011  the  farm,  which  he  brought  to  a high 
of  cultivation,  remaining  there  until 
1880,  when  the  place  was  disposed  of. 
a short  residence  at  Durham,  he  re- 
1,  in  June,  1881,  to  Meriden,  and  resided 
Mis  daughter  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
June  7,  1900;  lie  is  buried  at  Dtirham. 
g his  residence  in  Meriden  Mr.  Newton 
ngaged  as  a bookkeeper  and  clerk,  but 
two  years  previous  to  his  demise  his 
began  to  slowly  fail.  He  was  a capable 
nd  during  his  residence  in  Durham  was 
in  the  affairs  of  the  town  as  a stanch 
■r  of  the  Republican  party.  He  held  the 
>f  first  selectman  for  a number  of  years, 
a like  term  on  the  board  of  assessors, 
Id  other  minor  offices;  he  represented 
two  years — 1873  and  1874 — in  the 
Mure.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the 
'ecclesiastical  Society,  and  was  a man 
respected.  I 

April  18,  1849,  Mr.  Newton  was  mar- 


ried, at  Hartford,  to  Clarissa  Treadway  Sill, 
daughter  of  Micah  and  Susan  Casey  (Starr) 
Sill.  She  died  September  3,  1879,  aged  fifty- 
two  years.  Their  home  was  blessed  with  the 
following  children : William  Camp,  Freder- 

ick Sill,  Frank  Bowman,  Sarah  Louise,  Isaac 
and  Harriet  T. 

William  Camp  Newton  was  born  Jan- 
uary 23,  1850,  in  New  York  City,  and  was 
two  years  old  When  his  parents  returned  to 
Connecticut.  He  attended  the  district  school 
of  Durham,  and  also  the  Durham  Academy, 
under  Dr.  Jewett  and  Miss  Mary  Jane  Camp. 
He  began  his  business  career  in  the  store  of  his 
uncle,  Henry  Ward,  at  Middletown,  in  the 
capacity  of  clerk,  and  remained  there  three 
years,  returning  then  to  the  home  farm  and 
assisting  in  the  work  of  the  place  until  the 
age  of  twenty-four  years.  Having  devised  an 
ingenious  window  attachment,  he  immediately 
began  its  manufacture,  which  was  done  at 
Water'bury,  Conn.,  by  the  Waterbury  Brass 
Company.  He  made  application  for  a patent, 
but  other  similar  devices  had  been  applied  for 
before  his,  and  he  could  not  obtain  one. 
While  the  others  were  pending  he  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  time,  and  placed  agents  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country,  and  he  had  a large 
sale  for  the  article,  which  continued  for  four 
years.  He  traveled  through  the  New  England 
States  and  eastern  New  York,  and  his  business 
proved  quite  profitable.  The  granting  of  a 
patent  to  another  contrivance  compelled  Mr. 
Newton  to>  abandon  the  manufacture  of  those 
articles.  Hie  then  returned  to  the  home  farm, 
and  assisted  his  father  until  the  latter  disposed 
of  the  farm,  William  buying  a portion  of  it, 
on  which  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until 
1885,  when  he  gave  it  up,  though  he  still  owns 
the  farm.  During  the  season  of  1886  he  was 
assistant  farm  superintendent  at  the  Industrial 
School  at  Middletown,  and  then  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Metropolitan  Wringer  Com- 
pany, at  Middlefield,  Conn.,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed five  and  one-half  years,  when  the  factory 
was  disposed  of  to  the  trust  and  the  machinery 
moved  away.  Fie  then  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Merriam.  Manufacturing  Company,  at 
Durham,  Conn.,  where  he  remained  until  the 
fall  of  1892,  when  he  went  to  New  Haven, 
and  until  the  spring  of  1894  he  was  acting 
treasurer  of  the  Builders’  Supply  Company. 
Returning  to  Durham,  lie  again  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Merriam  Manufacturing  Com- 
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pany,  and  is  now  successfully  engaged  as  a 
contractor  in  the  soldering  department. 

On  June  19,  1878,  William,  Camp  Newton 
was  married  to-  Mary  J.  Francisco,  daughter 
of  Abram  and  Sophia  E.  (Norton)  Francisco, 
of  Pittstown,  N.  Y.  Four  children  came  to 
this  union:  (1)  Harriet  Camp,  born  July  29, 

1879,  attended  the  New  Haven  Normal  School, 
but  left  because  of  poor  health ; she  is  a suc- 
cessful school  teacher.  (2)  Burton  Abner 
was  born  July  31,  1883.  (3)  Wilbur  Homer, 

born  March  2,  1885,  died  December  18,  1886. 
(4)  Elmier  G.  w&s  born  November  20,  1888. 
Politically  Mr.  Newton  is  a Republican.  In 
1883  he  represented  Durham  in  the  Legisla- 
ture and  served  on  the  important  committee  on 
Finance.  He  has  served  on  the  board  of  select- 
men (one  term),  board  of  relief,  school  com- 
mittee, and  has  declined  other  offices.  In  his 
religious  belief  he  is  a Congregationalist. 

Frederick  Sill  Newton  was  born  August  17, 
1855,  in  Durham*,  on  the  home  farm!  now  oc- 
cupied by  J.  Edward  Newton.  He  attended 
the  district  school,  and  the  Durham  Academy, 
Messrs.  W'iggins,  Pittman,  Tracy  and  Miss 
Mtary  Jane  Camp  being  the  teachers  at  the  lat- 
ter institution.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
he  began  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  John  Ives,  at 
Meriden,  and  later  whs  employed  in  the  store 
of  Frank  Stevens,  in  the  same  place.  Return- 
ing to  Durham,  he  engaged  on  the  home  farm 
for  several  years,  until  shortly  before  his  m|ar- 
riage,  when  he  moved  to  his  present  location, 
the  Seth  Crowell  homestead,  where  he  has  ever 
since  resided.  In  1889  he  began  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  with  F.  L.  Wellman,  at  Dur- 
ham, the  partnership  lasting  for  about  five 
years,  Mr.  Newton  selling  out  to  his  partner. 
He  is  a Republican,  and  was  appointed  post- 
master during  President  Harrison's  adminis- 
tration. In  1898  he  was  elected  assessor,  which 
office  he  now!  holds.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church. 

On  November  3,  1880,  Mr.  Newton  was 
married  to  Adele  Crowell,  who  was  born  in 
West  Long  Hill,  Middletown,  May  25,  1859, 
daughter  of  Seth  and  Jane  (Harris)  Crowell. 
They  have  one  child,  Stanley  Sill,  born  April 
22,  1890. 

Frank  Bowman  Newton,  born  May  10, 
1858,  is  an  extensive  farmer  in  Middlefield. 
He  was  married  in  1877  to  Elizabeth  McCoy, 
who  bore  him  two  children — Harry,  born  in 


1878,  and  Charles,  born  in  1881.  For  1 
second  wife  he  wedded  Hattie  Birdsey. 

Sarah  Louise  Newton,  born  September  1 
1859,  was  married  June  23,  1881,  to  Williaj 
Arthur  Hickox,  of  Meriden,  Conn.,  who  h 
charge  of  the  advertising  department  of  ti; 
Bradley  & Hubbard  Manufacturing  Con:, pan; 
Their  only  child,  Frederick  A.,  born  Februa  ; 
25,  1882,  died  August  30,  1883. 

Isaac  Newton,  born  October  23,  186  j 
died  October  29,  1864. 

Harriet  T.  Newton,  born  March  4,  186  1 
died  November  22,  1868. 

Abigail  Maria  Newton,  daughter 
Elisha  F.  and  Sally  (Camp)  Newton,  born  0 
tober  27,  1825,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  War 
of  Middletown,  whose  sketch  appears  els 
where. 

ABNER  NEWTON,  son  of  Abner  ai 1 
Abigail  Newton,  was  born  in  Hartland,  Coni 
April  19,  1796,  and  died  May  28,  1871.  Wh< 
about  eight  years  old  he  moved  with  his  paren  i 
to  Durham,  and  at  fourteen  he  was  apprentice 
until  twenty-one  to  Hudson  & Goodwin,  put 
lishers  of  the  Hartford  C our  ant;  then  for 
year  or  more  wjas  a member  of  the  firm  ; 
Hamlin  & Newton,  publishing  the  Connectic 
Mirror  and  several  standard  works,  next  wor  f 
ing  for  four  or  five  years  in  Philadelphia,  ai . 
subsequently  in  New  York,  in  the  office  of  tlj 
Commercial  Advertiser  and  Spectator. 

In  1831  Henry  EL  Peck  and  Abner  Newtoj 
as  Peck  & Newton,  were  the  first  to  use  in  tf 
State  a power  printing  press — theirs:  being 
wiooden  frame  Adams  press — and  the  first  [ 
employ  girls  in  a printing  office.  They  at  0 j 
time  published  three  papers,  besides  reprintii  j 
several  standard  editions,  among  the  j 
“Dwight’s  Theology,”  and  afterwards  co  i 
menced  the  reprint  in  this  country  of  the  Lo  i 
don  Quarterlies. 

In  December,  1837,  at  the  request  of  se; 
eral  citizens  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  Mr.  Nep 
ton  commenced  the  publication  in  that  city, 
the  interests  of  the  Whig  party,  of  the  Cons 
tution,  the  first  number  appearing  January 
1838.  Conducting  together  with  the  newj 
paper  a general  printing  office,  he  was  fj 
thirty-three  years  intimately  connected  wa  j 
the  best  interests  of  the  city  and  county. 

Mr.  Newton  wyas  married,  April  29,  182 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


245 


to  l 
dre: 
neli 

fess 

fon 

Mic 

flue 

soci 

Sar 
182 
atec 
schc 
ovei 
hea 
stud 
ther 
offio 
to  tl 
stud 
past 
die 
chut 
tor 
retir 
seve 
for 
year 
His 
velo 
cutti 
high 
] 

A l>n 
Mar 
illne 

J.  E 

in  \ 

cont 

hig 

and 

riag( 

until 

two 


Aim 

Octc 

man 

Coni 

bury 

ing 

July 


rah  Hall,  of  Durham,  Conn.  Their  chil- 
John  Hall,  Harriet  Amelia,  Sarah  Cor- 
Abner  and  Frances  Antoinette, 
t an  early  age  Abner  Newton  made  pro- 
n of  religion  at  the  Center  Church,  Hart- 
under  Dr.  Strong.  During  his  life  in 
etown  he  was  an  earnest  worker  and  in- 
ial  adviser  in  the  religious,  business  and 
life  of  the  North  Congregational  Church. 
hn  Hall  Newton,  son  of  Abner  and 
(Hall)  Newton,  was  born  March  22, 
and  died  August  18,  1863.  He  gradu- 
.t  Wesleyan  in  1847,  taught  in  the  high 
in  1848,  then  studied  theology  at  And- 
and  afterward  at  New1  Haven.  His 
failing  he  returned  to  Middletown,  and 
Id  law  together  with  Arthur  B.  Calef,  fa- 
■>f  the  present  Arthur  B.  Calef,  in  the 
bf  Charles  Whittlesey,  and  was  admitted 
Bar  in  1852.  Resuming  his  theological 
s soon  after,  he,  in  1856,  became  the 
of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Mid- 
addam,  then  newly  separated  from  the 
1 in  Haddam  Neck,  and  there  remained 
ven  years,  when,  his  health  failing,  he 
from  preaching.  From  the  age  of 
ecu  he  was  accustomed  to  write  regularly 
e Constitution , and  for  the  next  twenty 
regularly  prepared  its  leading  editorial, 
irly  tendency  to  pulmonary  trouble  de- 
1 fatally  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven,  thus 
' short  a life  which  had  promise  of  the 
t usefulness. 

vrriet  Amelia  Newton,  second  child  o-f 
and  Sarah  (Hall)  Newton,  was  born 
6,  1828,  and  lived  at  home  until  the  last 
of  her  sister,  Sarah  Cornelia,  wife  of 
vard  Johnson,  when  she  went  to  reside 
terbury  with  her  brother-in-law.  She 
ied  there  after  her  sister’s  decease,  tak- 
1 place  of  mother  to  the  three  children, 
1 October  10,  1878,  was  united  in  mar- 
vith  Mr.  Johnson,  with  whom  she  lived 
is  decease.  She  now  resides  with  the 
ns  in  W'aterbury. 

Raii  Cornelia  Newton,  third  child  of 
ancl  Sarah  (Hall)  Newton,  was  born 
r 12,  1831.  On  October  13,  1852,  she 
1 John  Edward  Johnson,  of  Waterbury, 
and  resided  in  Beacon  Falls  and  Water- 
Til  March  6,  1871,  when  she  died,  leav- 
ree  children:  Harriet  Newton,  born 

>.  1854  (died  October  12,  1896)  ; Ed- 


ward Hall,  November  11,  1859;  Herbert  New- 
ton, July  6,  1866.  Edward  inherited  his  fa- 
ther’s skill  in  penmanship  and  facility  in  corre- 
spondence. Herbert,  although  prevented  by  ill 
health  from  attending  public  schools,  has 
the  taste  for  literature  which  has  characterized 
the  family  of  Abner  Newton  and  has  creditably 
accomplished  the  most  complete  Chautauqua 
course  of  study.  [Since  the  above  was  in  type 
he  died  October  16,  1902.] 

Abner  Newton,  fourth  child  of  Abner 
and  Sarah  (Hall)  Newton,  was  born  in  New 
Haven,  May  19,  1835.  His  active  life  was 
largely  spent  in  the  office  of  the  Constitution. 
At  his  father’s  death,  in  1871,  he  became  the 
sole  editor  and  proprietor  of  this  publication, 
and  in  July,  1872,  commenced  the  issue  of  a 
daily  edition,  which  wias  continued  for  four 
years.  He  was  an  earnest  and  faithful  worker, 
and  his  unremitting  devotion  to  the  interests 
of  his  business  brought  on  a nervous  break- 
down which,  in  spite  of  his  exceptional  physi- 
cal strength  and  vigor,  caused  his  death  Au- 
gust 28,  1876,  after  a month’s  confinement  to 
the  house  with  no  disease  apparent. 

Mr.  Newton  was  at  the  time  of  his  death 
a trustee  of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank,  a 
director  of  the  People’s  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, a member  of  the  common  council  and 
of  the  board  of  education;  and  in  all  of  the 
positions  held  by  him  wias  eminently  faithful. 
He  had  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  whole 
people  of  Middletown  and  the  county. 

On  October  30,  1861,  Mr.  Newton  married 
Phebe  A.  Harris,  of  Middletown.  They  had 
one  child,  Edith  Harris,  who>  on  June  1,  1899, 
was  married  to  Rev.  Archibald  R.  Balsley,  a 
graduate  of  the  Berkeley  Divinity  School. 
She  is  a highly  skilled  musician  and  has 
traveled  extensively. 

Frances  Antoinette  Newton,  fifth  child 
of  Abner  and  Sarah  (Hall)  Newton,  was  born 
at  Middletown,  January  24,  1841,  and  was 
married  M*ay  10.  1866,  to  Charles  W ashburn 
Church,  of  Waterbury,  a graduate  of  W es- 
leyan in  the  class  of  1864.  He  was  for  a time 
a preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
then,  obliged  by  ill  health  to  give  up  that  pro- 
fession, resided  for  a time  on  a farm  in  New 
Jersey.  Later  he  conducted  for  several  years 
the  Middletown  Constitution,  following  the  ex- 
ample of  his  wife’s  brother  in  publishing  for  a 
time  a daily  edition,  and  as  manager  and  editor 
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of  the  paper  he  maintained  the  high  standard 
set  by  its  founder.  He  was  given  able  editorial 
assistance  by  his  wife,  who  inherited  with  her 
love  for  her  father’s  paper  the  ability  to  pre- 
sent her  thoughts  in  a pleasing  and  forcible 
way,  and  whose  early  training  with  her  brother 
John,  whose  scholarly  tastes  she  shared,  had 
been  supplemented  by  close  and  careful  read- 
ing, especially  in  the  line  of  history.  After  the 
Constitution  was  discontinued  the  family  left 
Middletown,  and,  after  residing  for  a few 
years  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  D.  C., 
where  Mr.  Church  was  employed  in  the  Census 
Bureau,  moved  to  Waterbury,  where  they  now 
reside.  They  have  had  children : Anna 

Maria,  born  June  8,  1868;  John  Newton,  De- 
cember 14,  1873  (died  September  17,  1874)  ; 
Ward,  twin  of  John,  December  14,  1873)  ; 
Sarah  Newton,  July  21,  1876;  Caroline  Sum- 
ner, December  20,  1878;  Flora  Adele,  October 
19,  1883. 

Anna  Maria  Church,  eldest  child  of  Charles 
W.  and  Frances  A.  (Newton)  Church,  was 
mjarried  February  27,  1886,  to  Dr.  J.  E.  Fitz- 
simons,  of  Waterbury,  Conn.  They  have 
two  children : Ruth  Leffingwell,  born  Septem- 
ber 4,  1887;  and  Alonzo1  Morgan,  born  No- 
vember 16,  1897. 

Ward  Church,  second  child  of  Charles  W. 
and  Frances  A.  (Newton)  Church,  graduated 
at  the  Washington  high  school  in  1892;  came 
to  New  Haven  in  1894;  in  1896  entered  as  a 
clerk  and  student  the  law  office  of  his  mother's 
cousin,  Henry  G.  Newton;  graduated  at  Yale 
Lawl  School  in  1899;  and  the  same  year  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar.  Henry  G.  Newton,  Ward 
Church,  and  Harrison  Hewitt,  a classmate  of 
Church,  then  formed  the  partnership  of  New- 
ton, Church  & Hewitt. 

Sarah  Newton  Church,  third  surviving 
child  of  Charles  W.  and  Frances  A.  (Newton) 
Church,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Middletown,  Washington  and  Waterbury,  and 
now  holds  a position  in  the  office  of  one  of 
one  of  Waterbury’s  large  manufactories.  She 
is,  with  her  other  sisters,  active  in  the  religious 
and  social  life  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Waterbury. 

Caroline  Sumner  Church,  fourth  child  of 
Charles  W.  and  Frances  A.  (Newton)  Church, 
received  the  same  pulblic  school  education  as 
her  sister,  and,  supplementing  this  with  a busi- 


ness training,  is  now  stenographer  in  the  ol  i 
of  a mechanical  engineer  in  Waterbury. 

Flora  Adele  Church,  the  youngest  child  j ; 
as  yet  finding  her  duties  within  the  home  cir 

HORACE  NEWTONI,  born  February 
1799,  married  Delight  Camp,  great-niece 
Samuel  C.  Camp,  'husband  of  Submit  N< 
ton,  sister  of  Abner  Newton,  who  with 
descendants  is  the  principal  subject  of  t 
sketch,  and  died  September  16,  1883.  T1  !• 
had  one  beautiful  daughter,  Elizabeth,  vl 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  His  homes  P 
was  at  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Green,  p- 
is  now  owned  by  his  nephew',  George  W.  Nt 
ton.  He  died  of  pneumonia.  To  the  1$ 
month  of  his  life  his  eye  w'as  not  dim  ij 
his  natural  force  abated.  His  handwriting  v 
round  and  firm,  his  memory  unfailing,  and 
intellect  keen.  He  was  accustomed  to  take 
axe,  walk  some  miles  to  his  land  on  the  e 
hills,  do  his  day’s  work  and  walk  home, 
was  a regular  attendant  at  the  South  Cong 
gational  Church,  and  loyal  to  the  belief  chat 
Green  is  the  true  center  of  the  town. 

. 

GAY  LORD  NEWTON,  sixth  child  ■ 
Abner  and  Abigail  Newton,  was  born  July,  f 
1804.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in  I 
Academy  at  the  Center.  At  sixteen  he  beta  j 
a teacher,  taking  charge  of  the  South  sell 
in  Durham ; later  he  taught  a select  school 
the  northern  part  of  the  town,  and  he  coi 
tinued  teaching  in  Durham  and  adjoinii 
towns  for  thirty-five  years,  always  having 
large  attendance.  He  had  altogether  me 
than  a thousand  pupils,  many  of  them,  in 
earlier  years,  older  than  himself.  His  puj.  ’ 
respected  him,  and  to-day  refer  with  pride 
the  fact  that  they  were,  educated  under  Deac 
Gaylord  Newton.  At  the  first  Sunday-schJ 
ever  held  in  Durham,  though  a boy  at  Ij 
time,  he  was  assigned  as  teacher  to  a class  j 
colored  children,  and  he  continued  as  teacl 
and  officer  in  the  Sunday-school  until  Ins  dea 
at  which  time  he  had  charge  of  the  adult  Bi 
class.  He  always  contributed  liberally 
church  work,  and  was  chosen  deacon  of  1 
Congregational  Church  June  22,  1844,  a, 
was  one  of  the  most  faithful,  always  in  'j 
place,  always  endeavoring  to  perform  well  1, 
duties  of  his  office. 
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Every  Saturday,  at  sunset,  work  was  put 
iy  in  obedience  to-  the  command,  “From 
ning  to  evening  shall  be  thy  Sabbath.”  The 
dies  were  lighted,  Bibles,  commentaries  and 
iday-school  question  books  were  brought 
the  family  gathered  around  the  table,  and 
lied  the  lessons  for  the  next  day.  On  Sun- 
afternoon  each  child  had  the  “Assembly’s 
>rter  Catechism,”  and  was  expected  to  an- 
:r  “what  is  the  chief  end  of  man?”  and  suc- 
ding  questions.  Thus  he  endeavored  to 
ig  up  his  family  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 
Gaylord  Newton  married  Nancy  Maria 
rwin,  December  5,  1838.  She  was  the 
ghter  of  Miles  Merwin,  a descendant  of 
liel  Merwin,  who  was  one  of  the  proprietors 
Durham  in  1724.  For  many  generations 
ancestors  bore  the  name  of  Miles  Merwin. 

■ grandfather,  Lieut.  Miles  Merwin,  was  in 
French  and  Indian  war  and  the  war  of  the 
rotation.  The  first  Merwin  in  this  country 
Miles  Merwin,  who  came  from  Wales  to 
ford,  Conn.,  about  1636.  (Mary  Burwdll, 
2 of  the  Abner  Newton  who  first  came  to 
"ham,  was  a granddaughter  of  the  first 
-es  Merwin,  so  that  all  the  Newtons  of  Dur- 
1 are  descendants  of  the  first  Miles 
'win). 

Although  the  Newtons  and  Merwins  re- 
lied in  Milford  until  after  T720,  when  they 
oved  to  Dfurliam,  their  sons  married 
qhters  of  the  earlier  settlers  here,  so  that 
three  children  of  this  union  of  Gaylord 
vton  and  Nancy  Maria  Merwin,  Ellen 
ia,  Flenry  Gleason  and  Caroline  Gaylord, 
descendants  of  five  of  the  thirty-four  or- 
al proprietors  of  Durham1 — Joel  Parmelee, 
baniel  Sutliff,  James  Coe,  Hezekiah  Tal- 
and  Samuel  Fairchild. 

Ellen  Maria  Newton,  daughter  of  Gay- 
and  Nancy  M.  (Merwin)  Newton,  horn 
' 24,  1841,  was  a young  lady  of  great 
ual  ability,  a fine  musician,  and  a teacher 
iic  Sunday-school;  she  died  of  pulmonary 
ase  at  the  age  of  twtenty-two. 

Henry  Gleason  Newton,  son  of  Gaylord 
Nancy  M.  ( Merwin)  Newton,  horn  June  5, 
fi 's  a graduate  of  Wesleyan  University  and 
ale  Law  School,  and  has  been  for  many 
s a lawyer  of  high  standing  in  the  city  of 
’ I haven,  lie  is  the  author  of  some  legal 
<s-  He  was  a member  of  the  Connecticut 
se  Representatives  from  Durham  in 


1885,  and  as  chairman  of  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee was  leader  of  the  House.  He  was  elect- 
ed a member  from  New  Haven  in  1895,  and 
as  house  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Hu- 
mane Institutions  drafted  and  obtained  the 
passage  of  several  very  important  measures. 
He  has  been  a committee  of  .the  Superior  Court 
in  important  cases,  and  Referee  in  Bankruptcy 
for  New  Haven  county  since  the  passage  of 
the  Bankrupt  Act.  He  is  a charter  member  of 
the  Sons  of  Colonial  Wars,  and  a member  of 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution ; member 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health ; and  chairman 
for  several  years  of  the  Sunday  Committee  of 
the  State  Congregational  Conference. 

Mr.  Newton  married,  in  1885,  Sarah  Allen 
Baldwin,  M.  D.,  a graduate  of  the  New  York 
Medical  College  for  Women. 

Caroline  Gaylord  Newton,  daughter  of 
Gaylord  and  Nancy  M.  (Merwin)  Newton, 
born  January  21,  1845,  married  Henry 

Huntington  Newton,  December  9,  1864.  She 
has  lived  a quiet  life,  endeavoring  to  do 
according  to  her  strength  in  town  and 
church,  having  had  for  many  years  charge 
of  the  primary  department  in  the  Sun- 
day-school of  the  Congregational  Church.  She 
is  a D.  A.  R.,  belonging  to  Ruth  Hart  Chap- 
ter of  Meriden;  and  is  an  important  officer  of 
the  Historical  Association  in  Durham,  having 
been  present  at  every  meeting  since  its  forma- 
tion. 

After  the  death  of1  his  wife  Nancy  M., 
February  9,  1857,  Gaylord  Newton  married 
again,  January  23,  18G2,  Harriet  Lane,  of 
Killingworth,  who  survived  him.  Until  his 
seventieth  year  he  nearly  always  held  some 
office  in  town  affairs.  In  the  militia  lie  was 
captain  before  he  was  twenty,  and  was  after- 
ward appointed  major,  hut  refused  the  latter 
title.  In  politics  he  was  first  a Federalist,  then 
a Whig,  then  a Republican.  With  one  excep- 
tion, by  reason  of  illness,  he  voted  at  every 
election  from  his  majority  until  his  death, 
lie  was  always  a farmer,  though  spending 
so  much  of  his  time  in  teaching.  Fie  died  of 
a fourth  attack  of  pneumonia,  December  16, 

1883. 

In  the  spring  after  his  death  his  horse, 
Dick,  which  he  had  driven  for  twenty  years, 
was  turned  into  a field  near  the  house.  O11 
the  first  Sunday  morning  that  he  was  thus  at 
liberty,  when  the  bells  rang  for  church  he  he- 
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gan  to  run  back  and  forth,  whinnying,  toward 
the  house.  As  no  one  came,  and  the  bell  con- 
tinued to  ring,  he  became  frantic,  and  finally 
leaped  the  fence  and  trotted  toward  the 
church.  About  church  time  he  came  up  the 
road  at  a)  smart  trot  to  the  side  of  the  church, 
stopped  at  the  place  where  the  Deacon  had 
been  accustomed  to  leave  his  passengers, 
stood  still  for  just  about  the  usual  time  for 
them  to  alight,  and  then  proceeded  to  his  stall 
in  the  horse  shed  in  the  rear.  A relative  of 
the  Deacon,  finding  him  still  there,  about  seven 
hours  afterward,  took  him  home. 

ROGER  WATSON  NEWTON,  youngest 
child  of  Abner  and  Abigail  Newton,  was  born 
July  21,  1809,  and  died  January  8,  1897.  He 
was  educated  at  the  Academy  on  the  Green,  and 
settled  down  early  in  life  on  the  farm  which 
he  inherited  from  his  father.  I11  politics  he 
was  first  a Whig,  then  a Republican.  He  re- 
fused many  proffers  of  town  offices,  but  pos- 
sessing little  political  ambition,  only  served 
one  term  in  the  State  Legislature,  which  he 
attended  in  New  Haven  in  1864.  In  the  year 
1884  he  was  chosen  deacon  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  always  attended  its  ser- 
vices whenever  it  was  possible  for  him  to  do' 
so,  being  greatly  interested  in  its  welfare.  In 
1895  he  became  a member  of  the  Connecticut 
Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion. He  was  noted  for  his  shrewdness  and 
his  honesty,  his  love  of  a good  sermon  or  a 
great  speech,  and  his  ability  to  fitly  character- 
ize a man  or  a deed  in  few  words.  During 
the  last  summer  of  his  life,  being  then  eighty- 
seven  years  of  age,  he  took  the  same  interest 
as  ever  in  his  large  farm,  and  rode  his  horse 
rake  in  raking  his  seventy-five  acres  of  mow- 
ing land. 

Mr.  Newton  married  January  1,  1840, 
Cynthia  Huntington,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
and  Elizabeth  (Comstock)  Huntington,  of 
Haddam,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by 
Rev.  Dr.  David  Field,  in  the  old  gambrel- 
roofed  family  home  close  by  the  Higganum 
landing,  on  the  Connecticut  river.  She  was  of 
the  same  family  as  Samuel  Huntington,  signer 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  so 
many  years  governor  of  Connecticut,  their 
common  ancestor,  'Simon  Huntington,  having 
sailed  from  England  in  1633,  but  dying  on 
board  the  ship,  of  smallpox,  before  reaching 


the  shores  of  the  New  World.  Miss  Hup 
ington  attended  the  Dwight  Place  Semins 
in  New  Haven,  and  was  herself  a teacher  j| 
a short  time  before  her  marriage.  To  tij 
marriage  were  born  six  children:  Her: 

Huntington;  Catherine  Comstock,  'born  Apj, 
29,  1844,  died  January  24,  1845;  Georj 

Watson;  Jonathan  Edward;  Frederick  Co  j 
stock,  born  April  17,  1852,  died  August  . 
1854;  and  Arthur  Selden. 

Henry  Huntington  Newton,  eldest  s 1 
of  Roger  W.  and  Cynthia  (Huntington)  Ne 
ton,  was  born  March  28,  1841.  He  was  eci 
cated  in  Durham  Academy,  had  private  lesscj 
from  Prof.  Jacob  Huber,  of  Middletown,  am  1 
scientific  course  in  Wesleyan  University, 
volunteered  for  service  in  the  Civil  war 
Company  B,  Fourteenth  Regiment,  Conner1 
cut  Volunteers,  August  8,  1862,  but  after 
day  and  a night  of  tent  life  he  was  rejected  : 1 
physical  disability. 

Mr.  Newton  was  for  a short  time  boc  f 
keeper  in  the  flour  and  feed  business  of  G. 
Ward,  of  Middletown,  but  after  this  trial  1 
city  life  he  returned  to>  the  farm  work  wh  . 
he  loved.  He  married  December  9,  181 
Caroline,  daughter  of  Deacon  Gaylord  Ne 
ton.  Since  his  eighteenth  year  he  has  \ 
ways  been  a teacher  or  an  officer  in  the  Si 
day-school ; was  chosen  suprerintendent  , 
twenty-four,  and  has  served  several  years 
that  office.  Since  twenty-three  he  has  alw: 
been  an  officer  in  the  First  Congregatio 
Church  in  Durham.  In  politics  he  has  b< 
a Republican,  and  has  voted  at  every  elect 
since  his  majority.  For  many  years  he  V 
a member  of  the  board  of  education,  and  1 
taken  a continual  interest  in  every  good  wo  1 
of  the  schools,  of  the  church,  and  of  the  tou 
In  November,  1902,  he  was  elected  to  the  G|- 
eral  Assembly  cif  Connecticut  from  Durhu 

George  Watson  Newton,  son  of  Ro;j" 
W.  and  Cynthia  (Huntington)  Newton,  D 
born  December  4,  1845.  He  gradua  1 

from  Wesleyan  University,  in  Middleton, 
in  1871,  and  later  studied  for  the  proi ' 
sion  of  civil  engineer.  Pie  was  emploG 
for  two  years  in  the  Connecticut  river  s - 
vey  under  Theodore  G.  Ellis,  then  was  ;• 
gaged  in  city  work  at  Spiringfield  and  Ly  > 
Mass.  In  1879  he  went  to  Kansas  City,  V> 
into  the  office  of  Knight  & Bontecou,  then 
sisted  in  laying  out  a branch  line  of  railn 
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Rich  Hill,  Mo.,  for  the  Fort  Scott  & Gulf 
ilroad  Company.  From  there  he  went  to 
nona,  Kans.,  to  Kansas  City,  to  San  Fran- 
:o,  and  Portland,  Oregon.  He  assisted  in 
mg  out  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad,  and 
Montana  shortly  before  the  famous  driv- 
of  the  golden  spike.  In  1883  he  returned 
Connecticut,  and  in  1885  purchased  his 
;ent  place,  known  as  the  Horace  Newton 
n,  where  he  has  since  followed  agricul- 
d pursuits.  He  is  a Republican,  as  are  all 
family,  and  was  the  representative  from 
town  to  the  State  Legislature  in'  1887, 
•ing  on  the  committee  on  Incorporations, 
has  been  secretary  of  the  Durham  school 
rd  most  of  the!  time  since  1887,  and  is 
itly  respected  and  very  popular.  He  has 
:sr  married. 

Jonathan  Edward  Newton,  son  of 
(er  W.  and  Cynthia  (Huntington)  New- 
was  born  November  4,  1847.  He  was 
:ated  in  Durham  Academy  and  in  the 
ous  Daniel  H.  Chase  school,  in  Middle- 
11,  besides  receiving  private  lessons  from 
f.  Huber.  He  taught  several  years  in  Dur- 
:,  Wallingford,  Middlefield  and  Middle- 
On  November  27,  1879,  he  married, 


i. 


Elizabeth  Emogene  Foote,  ol 


the  Morgan 
Washington 


'forth  ford 

th ford,  who  was  born  May  19,  1857, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Charles  and  Selina 
nnell)  Foote,  and  a descendant  in  the 
1 generation  from  Thomas  Rogers,  who 
ed  from  the  “Mayflower”  upon  Plymouth 
< in  1620.  She  was  educated  in  the 
ols  of  her  native  town, 
ol  at  Clinton,  and  the 
ol  in  New  Haven.  She  was  an  ac- 
>lished  musician,  and  a most  estimable 
Her  only  child,  Charles  Watson,  was 
February  3,  1886,  soon  after  which  time 
lealth  began  to  decline,  and  she  was  taken 
e Adirondacks  in  hopes  of  a restoration, 
>he  died  of  consumption,  at  Chestertown, 
r.,  March  27,  1889.  Mr.  Newton  is  a 
ful  and  active  member  of  the  Congrega- 
1 Church,  in  which  he  is  the  president  of 
A P.  S.  C.  E.,  and  has  been  since  the 
fixation  of  the  society,  in  March,  1894. 
s an  excellent  farmer,  a worthy  citizen, 
very  public-spirited,  although  he  has 
ily  declined  nominations  for  office. 
Irtiiur  Selden  Newton,  youngest  child 
loger  W.  and  Cynthia  ('Huntington) 


Newton,  was  born  November  11,  1856.  He 
Was  educated  in  the  Durham  Academy  and  the 
Middletown  high  school,  after  which  he  taught 
several  winters  in  Durham  and  Middletown, 
spending  the  summers  on  the  home  farm.  At 
his  father’s  death  he  inherited  the  farm  of  150 
acres,  where  he  carries  on  general  farming,  and 
takes  pride  in  his  Jersey  cattle,  although  not 
very  extensively  engaged  in  stock  raising.  He 
married,  January  3,  1889,  Mary  Rossiter,  who 
was  born  December  28,  1859,  in  Guilford, 
daughter  of  Deacon  John  R.  and  Frances 
(Cruttenden)  Rossiter.  She  was  educated  at 
Guilford  Institute  and  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary, 
and  was  for  some  years  before  her  marriage 
a successful  teacher.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren: Katharine  Huntington,  born  April  10, 

1892;  Roger  Rossiter,  March  23,  1894;  and 
Gaylord  Arthur,  June  24,  1898. 

Mr.  Newton  is  a faithful  Republican,  but 
has  never  accepted  an  office,  although  many 
have  been  offered  him.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  in 
which  Mr.  Newton  is  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school.  He  is  a thoroughly  good  citi- 
zen, and  he  and  his  wife  are  respected  wher- 
ever known. 

Taken  as  a class,  the  descendants  of  Rev. 
Roger  Newton,  of  whom  there  are  a great 
host  not  herein  mentioned,  like  their  ancestors 
during  the  past  250  years,  have  earned  what 
they  have  obtained,  paid  their  debts  and  taxes, 
assisted  in  sustaining  the  church,  furnished 
their  full  quota  of  farmers,  clergymen,  law- 
yers, physicians,  editors,  teachers  and  dea- 
cons, lived  honestly  and  uprightly,  and  re- 
ceived and  deserved  the  respect  of  their  fel- 
lows ; and  the  world  has  been  better  for  their 
having  lived  in  it.  May  the  coming  genera- 
tions maintain  and  improve  upon  the  family 
traditions. 

AARON  PEASE  (deceased)  was  in  his 
lifetime  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  and  left  an  en- 
viable reputation.  Tie  served  in  the  city  coun- 
cil, and  had  a share  in  almost  every  local  for- 
ward movement.  Tie  accumulated  considerable 
property,  and  was  interested  in  a business  way 
in  the  river  affairs  and  other  matters,  from 
Rocky  Hill  to  Long  Island  Sound,  and  from 
Colchester  to  Meriden.  He  lived  well,  and 
reared  his  family  in  keeping  with  the  best.  His 
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commercial  standing  was  of  the  very  highest, 
and  it  is  related  of  him  that  in  the  great  panic 
of  1837,  he  was  one  of  but  five  business  men 
on  Main  street,  in  Middletown,  who  kept  their 
doors  open.  The  other  four  were  Reuben 
Chaffee,  William  Southmayd,  John  L.  Smith 
and  Deacon  John  Sumner. 

The  Pease  family  is  one  of  the  old  New 
England  families  whose  loyalty  to  home  and 
country  is  proverbial.  Robert  Pease,  the  Amer- 
ican ancestor,  came  from  Ipswich,  England, 
and  landed  at  Boston  in  April,  1634,  crossing 
the  ocean  in  the  good  ship  “Florence.”  He 
died  at  Salem,  Mass.,  in  1644.  The  line  of 
descent  from  him  to  Aaron  Pease,  our  subject, 
is  through  John,  Sr.,  who  was  born  in  England 
in  1630  ; Robert,  born  in  1656  in  Salem,  Mass. ; 
Samuel,  born  December  30,  1686,  who  died  in 
Enfield,  Conn.,  in  1770;  Aaron  born  April  1, 
1726;  Aaron,  born  June  .3,  1752;  and  Aaron, 
our  subject,  born  in  1777. 

Robert  Pease  was  born  at  Salem,  Mass., 
married  Abigail  Randall  in  1678,  and  settled 
first  in  the  “Northfields,”  at  Salem.  In  1681 
they  removed  to  Enfield,  Conn.,  where  he  died 
in  174.4.  He  had  a family  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  the  fifth  son, 

Samuel  Pease,  born  December  30,  1686, 
married  Elizabeth  Warner.  He  located  in  En- 
field, where  he  died.  He  was  the  father  of  nine 
children,  among  whom  was  Aaron. 

Aaron  Pease  married  Ann  Geer,  and  after 
her  death,  Mary  Terry.  He  had  ten  children. 

Aaron  Pease,  eldest  child  of  Aaron,  mar- 
ried Huldah  Spencer,  of  Somers,  Conn.,  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  Spencer,  Sr.  They  had  eleven 
children,  of  whom  Aaron,  our  subject,  was  the 
seventh  child  and  the  eldest  son.  The  other 
sons  were  William  Agift  (generally  known  as 
Agift),  the  grandfather  of  Capt.  William  A. 
Pease,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere ; Spen- 
cer, who  settled  in  Providence  ; and  Randolph, 
who  died  in  Middletown,  where  he  was  for 
years  a member  of  the  firm  of  Aaron  & Ran- 
dolph Pease,  grocers.  Aaron  Pease,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  a farmer,  and  owned  a 
fine  estate  on  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut 
river,  near  the  old  Enfield  bridge.  This  farm 
was  mortgaged  to  help  the  Revolutionary 
struggle,  and  its  foreclosure  left  the  family  in 
straitened  circumstances,  and  broke  up  the 
home.  The  father  and  mother  both  died  in 
Enfield,  when  advanced  in  years. 

Aaron  Pease  was  born  in  1 777?  E Enfield, 


Conn.,  where  he  lived  until  1809,  when  U 
went  to  Hartford  to  enter  the  employ  of  Le 
& Eliphalet  Terry,  wholesale  grocers  arl 
dealers  in  West  India  merchandise.  They  ha  | 
their  place  of  business  in  Albany  avenue,  ne;  1 
what  is  now  the  Tunnel.  Through  the  Tern, 
Brothers  Mr.  Pease  took  up  shipbuilding,  wil 
which  he  was  somewhat  familiar.  They  ii . 
troduced  him  to  a man  from  Savannah,  Georg  1 
who  wanted  a vessel  built  in  a hurry,  and  w;|. 
willing  to  pay  a good  price  for  it.  He  went  1 j' 
Savannah  and  did  the  work,  clearing  $8,oc 
in  the  transaction.  This  gave  him  his  start  , 
life.  When  he  came  back  he  began  the  grocei 
business  in  company  with  his  brother  Rai 
dolph,  on  Main  street,  in  Middletown,  in  181 
his  brother  continuing  with  him  for  twelv 
years,  after  which  Mr.  Pease  carried  the  bus 
ness  on  alone  until  1845.  Aaron  Pease  died 
1848,  and  was  buried  in  Indian  Hill  cemeter 
He  was  a Whig.  During  the  war  of  1812  M 
Pease  and  his  cousins  fitted  out  a number  <■' 
vessels  at  Marblehead,  Mass.,  for  the  West  Ii 
dies  trade,  some  of  which  were  lost.  After  tl  1 
war  of  1812  was  ended  Mr.  Pease  employed 
number  of  men  in  building  vessels  on  the  Cor 
necticut  river,  and  carried  on  those  operatioi , 
in  connection  with  his  mercantile  interest^ 
building  the  following  vessels:  “J.  Palmer 

“Victoria,”  “Osceola,”  “Oscar,”  and  in  par, 
nership  with  Joseph  Alsopp,  the  bark  “Co 
dor,"  which  sailed  on  the  Connecticut  rive 
and  on  the  day  before  Thanksgiving  was  froze 
in  at  the  J laddam  dock,  and  remained  there  r 
winter.  In  all  Mr.  Pease  helped  build  aba 
twenty  vessels.  He  was  a determined  and  e 
ergetic  business  man. 

Aaron  -Pease  married  Nancy  M.  Griswol , 
of  Chicopee,  Mass.,  a cousin  of  Gov.  Griswol 
and  a daughter  of  Joseph  Griswold,  who  we 
from  Lyme,  Conn.,  to  Massachusetts.  Mi 
Pease  lived  to  be  eighty- four  years  old,  ai 
was  a highly  esteemed  member  of  the  Congr 
gational  Church.  Her  death  occurred  in  Mi 
dletown.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pea 
were  six  in  number:  Mary  M. ; Nancy  A 

Aaron  G.  and  Robert  A.,  who  succeeded  the 
father  in  business;  and  Randolph  and  Franc 
Louise,  who  live  on  the  old  Pease  homestea 
on  College  street,  Middletown,  which  has  bo 
in  the  possession  of  and  continuously  occupy 
by  the  family  for  more  than  ninety  years.  Ra 
dolph  Pease  is  an  extensive  property  own* 
and  a well  known  citizen.  His  public  spnit 
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versally  recognized  in  the  town,  and  he  is, 
; his  father,  wide-awake  and  earnest  in  mat- 
5 of  public  progress. 


SILAS  ROSE  HOLMES.  Among  the 
miinent  and  leading  agriculturists  of  East 
ddam,  Middlesex  county,  none  stand  higher 
:he  public  esteem  than  the  gentleman  whose 
ne  introduces  this  sketch.  He  belongs  to 
■ of  its  oldest  and  most  honored  families. 

; great-grandfather,  Capt.  Eliphalet  Holmes, 
vs  for  five  years  a captain  in  the  Continental 
lv,  serving  with  distinction. 

Eliphalet  Holmes,  grandfather  of  Silas  R., 
v s born  in  Hadlyme,  near  the  Hadlyme  Con- 
gational  Church,  April  21,  1776.  He  was 
-ried  in  the  same  town  to  Oris  Cone,  daugh- 
of  Judah  and  Lydia  Cone,  and  grand- 
ghter  of  Samuel  Cone.  She  was  born  in 
house  where  our  subject  now  lives',  July  27, 
7,  and  died  April  14,  1863,  while  the  death 
iliphalet  occurred  December  10,  1857.  Af- 
his  marriage  he  began  farming,  and  located 
a farm  about  a mile  east  of  our  subject's 
e,  but  in  1810  removed  to'  the  old  Cone 
lestead,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
life.  He  was  a Whig  in  politics,  and  in  re- 
>n  a believer  in  Christianity,  though  not  a 
nber  of  any  church.  His  wife  held  mem- 
hip  in  the  Congregational  Church.  In  their 
ily  were  only  two  children:  Anne,  the 

r,  was  born  August  11,  1799,  and  died  mi- 
ned, January  14,  1888. 

Timothy  Holmes,  the  only  son  of  Eliphalet, 
the  father  of  Silas  R.,  was  born  February 
1802,  and  died  March  15,  1 87 1 . After  his 
111  year  he  always  lived  in  the  house  now 
1 pied  by  our  subject,  and  throughout  life 
iged  in  farming.  In  Bridge  Hampton, 
g Island,  May  8,  1826,  he  married  Miss 
•he  H.  Rose,  a daughter  of  Stephen  and 
be  (Howell)  Rose.  She  was  born  Octo- 
$0,  1800,  and  died  May  rr,  1873.  Silas  R. 
die  only  child  born  of  this  union.  Both 
'its  were  active  members  of  the  Hadlyme 
gregational  Church,  and  were  highly  re- 
ed and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  them, 
lather  was  originally  a Whig  and  later  a 
iblican  in  politics,  and  was  called  upon  to 
nrious  town  offices,  including  those  of  se- 
ian  and  representative, 
n the  house  where  he  still  continues  to  rc- 
Silas  k,  | [nlmes  was  born  August  9,  1827, 
after  receiving  the  common  (school  ad- 
iges  of  the  neighborhood,  he  attended  a 
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select  school  conducted  by  Rev.  Stephen  A. 
Loper.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  began  life 
for  himself  as  a farmer  upon  the  old  home- 
stead, and  later  built  a.  bone  mill,  being  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  fertilizers  for  twenty 
years,  making  about  100  tons  of  bone  fertilizer 
per  year.  He  also  sold  various  other  fertiliz- 
ing materials,  but  for  a number  of  years  past 
has  devoted  his  entire  time  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  is  now  engaged  in  general  farming. 
He  has  a fine  farm  of  150  acres,  part  of  which 
is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

On  June  9,  1851,  Mr.  Holmes  was  mar- 
ried, in  Williamsburg,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Emily 
Adeline  Rose,  who  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  January  31,  1833,  a daughter  of  Silas 
and  Eliza  (Fordham)  Rose.  The  first  of  the 
Rose  family  in  America  was  Robert  Rose,  who 
came  from  England  in  1650.  From  him  Mrs. 
Holmes  traces  her  descent  through  Joseph, 
Martin,  Jabez,  Stephen  and  Silas.  Her  grand- 
father died  on  Long  Island  when  compara- 
tively young.  Her  father,  Silas  Rose,  was 
born  at  Bridge  Hampton,  Long  Island,  Sep- 
tember 25,  1798,  and  died  June  12,  1878.  When 
a young  man  he  went  to  New  York  City,  where 
he  married  Eliza  Fordham,  who  was  born  in 
1803,  and  died  May  15,  1886.  Her  parents 
were  Caleb  and  Aletecia  (Wessles)  Fordham, 
the  former  a boss  builder  in  New  York,  who 
was  quite  successful  in  business,  and  was  one 
of  the  representative  men  of  the  city.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fordham  were  Ca- 
leb, who  married  Jane  McCollum;  George,  who 
married  Amanda  Bradley : Letitia.  who  mar- 
ried Lewis  Hanford;  Eliza,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Holmes;  Julia  Ann,  who  married  Caleb  Gil- 
more; Emily,  who  married  (first)  Peter  Os- 
trander, (second)  Capt.  Odel,  of  Tarrytown, 
and  (third)  William  Wood,  also  of  Tarrvtown, 
N.  Y. ; and  Maria,  who  died  young.  As  a 
boss  mason,  Silas  Rose  worked  upon  many  of 
the  most  important  buildings  of  New  York  in 
early  days,  and  remained  in  that  city  until  1858, 
when  he  came  to  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  and 
purchased  a farm,  where  he  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  Though  there  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  he  did  not  entirelv  give  up 
work  at  his  trade.  Politically  he  was  a stanch 
Republican,  as  are  nearly  all  of  the  Rose  and 
Fordham  families.  He  had  six  children,  of 
whom  Emily  A.,  Mrs.  1 lolmes,  is  second  in  the 
order  of  birth.  The  eldest,  Phoebe  M.,  liorn 
February  20,  1831,  is  unmarried;  Eliza  Ann, 
born  in  January,  183(4  died  April  13.  1859; 
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Caleb  F.,  born  August  2,  1838,  married  Jose- 
phine Warner,  of  East  Haddam,  and  is  a suc- 
cessful carpenter;  George.  H.,  born  February 
3,  1841,  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  and  was 
married  August  2,  1882,  to  Hattie  Wood,  by 
whom  be  has  two  children — Lizzie,  born  July 
23,  1883,  and  William  Palding,  born  Febru- 
ary 4,  1885;  and  Sophronia,  born  June  17, 
1845,  died  May  22,  1857. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes  have  had  a family  of 
five  children,  namely : Annie  Maria,  born  De- 
cember 19,  1852,  is  at  home.  Phoebe  Eliza, 
born  July  5,  1855,  married  William  E.  Gates, 
and  died  December  19,  1883,  leaving  one  son, 
Robert  Holmes.  Mary  Lucretia,  born  Octo- 
ber 28,  1858,  died  April  11,  1859.  Stephen 
Eliphalet,  born  November  28,  1862,  married 
Annie  Burke,  by  whom  he  has  three  children, 
Howard  J.,  Silas  R.  and  William  Burke;  they 
reside  in  Glastonbury,  Conn.  Sophronia  Rose, 
born  .November  6,  1867,  is  at  home. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Holmes  has  been  an 
active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Hadlyme 
Congregational  Church,  and  for  half  a cen- 
tury with  his  family  he  has  conducted  the  music 
of  the  church.  In  September,  1874,  he  was 
chosen  deacon,  which  office  one  of  his  ances- 
tors, Christopher  Holmes,  held  in  the  same 
church  for  forty-two  years,  being  the  longest 
in  office  by  ten  years  of  any  member  since  its 
organization,  in  1745.  Christopher  Holmes 
served  from  January,  1750,  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  April  12,  1792.  In  1895,  on 
the  celebration  of  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  church, 
Deacon  S.  R.  Plolmes  prepared  and  read  a his- 
torical paper  which  shows  much  study  and  re- 
search. Politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature in  1861,  serving  on  the  Flowage  com- 
mittee. For  many  years  he  was  a member  of 
the  board  of  school  visitors,  and  among  other 
local  positions  he  has  served  as  constable  and 
collector  in  his  town.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  was  agent  for  East  Haddam  to-  keep  up  its 
-quota  of  men  in  the  service,  and  for  thirty- 
five  years  most  acceptably  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  continuing  in  that  office  to  the  “age 
limit.” 

SIMON  W.  SHAILER,  who-  for  thirty 
years  has  been  associated  with  the  Ivory  Works 
•of  The  Comstock,  Cheney  & Co-.,  at  Ivoryton, 
Middlesex  county,  where  he  has  charge  of  the 


cutting  of  the  ivory,  is  a representative  of  on 
o-f  the  oldest  families  of  Connecticut,  one  c 
prominence  in  both  church  and  State. 

Born  November  29,  1827,  in  Ha-ddarr 
Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  Mr.  Shailer  is  a son  0 
Rev.  Nathan  Emery  and  Ann  (Webb)  Shailer 
and  is  a descendant  in  the  seventh  gene-ratio- 
from  Thomas  Shailer,  Shaler  or  Shaylei 
who,  it  is  supposed,  was  one  of  the  origin? 
twenty-eight  proprietors  of  Haddam,  Conn 
in  1662.  These  were  mostly  young  men  wh 
had  recently  married,  and  in  general  were  fro-r 
Hartford.  Thomas  Shailer,  however,  is  nc 
mentioned  as  an  original  proprietor  or  amon: 
the  later  settlers  from  Hartford.  There  is 
family  tradition  that  he  with  tw-01  brother 
came  from  England  and  settled  in  Haddar 
Neck.  It  is  stated  in  a sketch  of  Major  Ger. 
Alexander  Shaler  that  his  American  ancestor 
Thomas  Shaler,  came  from  Stra-tford-bn-Avor 
the  home  of  Shakespeare.  This  Thomas  Shai 
ler  married,  in  1673,  Alice,  widow  of  Thoma 
Brooks,  and  daughter  o-f  Gerard  Spencer,  0 
Haddam,  and,  it  is  s-tated  by  an  early  v.ritei 
died  at  sea  in  1692,  while  on  a voyage  to  th 
West  Indies.  From-  this  emigrant  settler,  th 
lineage  of  Simon  W.  Shailer,  the  subject  0 
this  sketch,  is  through  Thomas  (2),  Samue 
Asa,  Rev.  Simon,  an-d  Rev.  Nathan  E.  S-h-ailei 

(II)  Thomas  Shailer  (2),  born  about  1674 
lived  in  Haddam.  His  wife’s  name  was  Cath 
erine. 

(III)  Samiuel  Shailer,  born  February  6 
1710,  married  a lady  whose  Christian  nam 
was  Mary,  and  who  died  in  July,  1795*  H 
passed  away  October  26,  1753. 

(IV)  Asa  Shailer,  born  March  1,  173! 
married  Susanna  Cone,  who  was  born  Apr 
30,  1736,  and  died  April  26,  1826.  Mr.  Shai 
ler  died  December  13,  1803.  The  America: 
ancestor  o-f  the  Haddam  Cones,  was  Danie 
who  with  three  sons — Daniel,  , Jared  an-' 
Stephen — came  to-  this  country  in  1651,  frorj 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  in  the  ship  “John  an 
Sarah.”  Daniel  Cone  was  one  of  the  twenty 
eight  original  purchasers  of  Haddam  in  166; 

(V)  Rev.  Simon  Shailer,  born  in  177^ 
in  Haddam,  married  Dolly  Shailer,  also  c 
Haddam.  where  she  was  born  October  C 
1778.  She  lived  to  be  ninety-three  years  cj 
age,  dying  April  25,  1872.  Mr.  Shailer  was  j 
farmer,  and  also-  a minister  of  the  Baptis 
Church.  He  had  also-,  in  his  early  life,  bee 
occupied  in  the  business  o-f  fishing  in  the  Cor 
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i ticut  river.  He  lived  to  be  eighty-eight 
y rs  of  age,  dying  Aug.  27,  1864.  A most  use- 
f citizen,  as  well  as  one  of  prominence  in  his 
c.  imunity,  he  was  the  representative  from'  his 
ton  in  the  State  Legislature  during  seventeen 
s fions.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  Shailer 
a i his  wife  were:  Russell,  Lucinda,  Nathan 

I Hannah,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  Of 
tlse,  Russell  was  a farmer  and  resident  of 
P ddam,  where  for  .forty  years  he  was  town 
tnsurer  and  held  other  offices  of  trust  and^ 
hjior;  he  was  a Democrat  in  his  political 
v vs,  and  represented  the  town  a number  of 
ti  es  in  the  State  Legislature.  Lucinda  mar- 
ri  l Henry  Sisson,  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  Han- 
n.  died  unmarried. 

(VI)  Rev.  Nathan  Emery  Shailer,  son  of 
R r.  Simon,  and  the  father  of  Simon  W.,  was 
ajative  of  Haddarn,  born  in  1803.  Follow- 
ir  the  example  of  his  father,  he  prepared  for 
tl  ministry  of  the  Baptist  denomination,  and 
bume  an  honored  and  useful  member  of  so- 
ci  y.  He  was  prepared  for  his  calling  in  the 
sc  x>ls  of  Colchester,  Conn.,  and  in  the  Theo- 
lo(cal  Institute  at  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  and  most 
at  -ptably  filled  charges  at  Chesterfield,  Vol- 
in nvn  and  Preston  City,  for  two,  one  and 
ei;  t years,  respectively.  After  these  pastor- 
at  he  was  for  thirty  years  State  missionary, 
ar  in  all  was  faithful  and  efficient.  Political- 
ly e was  of  the  Democratic  school,  and  in  the 
da  > when  the  slavery  question  was  before  the 
pc  >le,  he  was  an  Abolitionist.  Pie  bore  the 
cs  an  and  respect  of  the  people  of  the  several 
< 0 munities  in  which  he  lived,  and  went  to 
hi;  reward,  full  of  years  and  of  good  works, 
In  io,  1879,  h*s  death  occurring  at  Deep 
Hi  rr. 

Rev.  Mr.  Shailer  married  Anna  Webb,  of 
1 I fer,  Conn.,  who  was  born  March  6,  1806, 

< ighter  of  Reynold  Webb,  sister  of  Reynold 
A!  >b,  M.  D.,  of  that  town,  and  a granddaugh- 
lrI  >1  Reynold  Webb,  of  Wethersfield,  Conn. 

1 1 '|  lather  was  a teamster  in  the  Revolutionary 
and  carted  supplies  from  Connecticut  to 
aury  when  the  troops  lay  there  during  the 
cr  time.  Mrs.  Shailer  passed  away  Jan- 
ih,  1891,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
I-  I).  Webber,  in  Ivoryton;  she  was  a 
an  of  many  Christian  graces.  She  and 
uishand  passed  the  evening  of  their  lives 
v'cp  River.  Conn.,  where  they  located  some 
alter  the  close  of  Mr.  Sliailer’s  regular 
>ral  work,  | heir  three  children 
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(1)  Simon  W.  is  mentioned  below.  (2) 
Catherine  M.  married  L.  D.  Webber,  of  Ivory- 
ton,  a portrait  of  whom  appears  elsewhere. 
(3)  Anna  Louise  married  Rev.  James  Mc- 
Whinnie,  who  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  lost  a leg  in  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville.  He  was  pastor  at  Lansingburg,  N.  Y.,_ 
Portland,  Maine,  and  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and 
died  at  the  latter  place.  His  widow  is  now  a 
resident  of  Cambridgeport,  Mass.,  and  lias- 
charge  of  the  Alaska  Foreign  Mission. 

Simon  W.  Shailer,  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  passed  his  boyhood  in  the  several 
places  named  in  the  foregoing  pastorates  of  his, 
father — Chesterfield,  Voluntown  and  Preston, 
Conn. — and  attended  the  common  schools  at 
those  places.  He  furthered  his  studies  at  the 
Suffield  (Conn.)  Institute.  Being  of  a me- 
chanical turn  of  mind,  he  began  a business  ca- 
reer in  the  line  of  manufacturing  in  the  Jen- 
nings Bit  Shop  at  Deep  River. There  he  re- 
mained one  year,  after  which  he  entered  the 
ivory  factory  of  George  Read  & Co.,  and  for 
some  twenty-five  years  he  was  employed  in  that 
establishment  and  with  Pratt,  Read  & Co.  Fol- 
lowing this,  in  about  1872,  he  located  at  Ivory- 
ton,  entering  the  employ  of  The  Comstock,. 
Cheney  & Co.,  with  which  he  has  since  re- 
mained, and  lie  is  the  oldest  employe  of  that, 
company,  now  living  there.  It  goes  without 
saying  that  Mr.  Shailer  is  master  of  his  trade 
and  position,  a skilled  workman,  thorough  and' 
faithful.  One  has  only  to  read  between  the- 
lines  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  man.  Upward 
of  fifty  years’  time  practically  with  two  con- 
cerns speaks  louder  than  words.  Mr.  Shailer 
has  for  years  been  in  charge  of  the  cutting  de- 
partment of  the  factory,  and  is  a stockholder 
of  the  corporation.  Mr.  Shader's  political  af- 
filiations are  with  the  Republican  party.  Pic 
is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  for 
thirteen  years  had  charge  of  the  choir  at  Deep 
River.  He  has  also  served  as  church  clerk. 
While  at  Saybrook  he  served  the  town  as  se- 
lectman, and  he  has  ever  been  regaided  as  an 
enterprising  and  public-spirited  citizen,  com- 
manding the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow 
men. 

O11  November  30,  1849,  Mr.  Shailer  was 
married  to  Mary  Eliza  Kirk  uni.  of  Guilford, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  George  Kirkum,  of  that 
town,  and  to  the  marriage  have  come  children 
as  follows : ( 1 ) \\  illiain  \\  . is  employed  in 

The  Comstock,  Cheney  & Co.'s  factory.  He 
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married  Sarah  Morgan,  of  New,  London.  (2) 
famzin  Frederica  is  the  widow  of  Leonidus 
Vinal,  of  Middletown,  Conn.  (3)  Nathan  E. 
is  employed  in  New  York  City.  He  married 
Mabel  Blake.  (4)  Simon  R.  married  Sarah' 
Clark,  and  resides  at  Ivoryton,  where  he  is 
employed  by  The  Comstock,  Cheney  & Co. 
(5)  Don  W.,  who  lives  in  Winsted,  Conn.,  is 
unmarried ; he  is  the  organist  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

JONATHAN  KILBOURN,  who  for  over 
half  a century  was  an  honored  and  respected 
citizen  of  Middletown,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  on  February  8,  1890,  was  the  oldest 
native  of  Middlesex  county,  was  born  in  1801, 
in  Killingworth,  Conn.  Thomas  Kilborne, 
the  ancestor  of  the  American  family,  came 
from  London,  England,  in  the  ship  “Increase,'’ 
in  1635,  and  with  his  family  settled  in  West- 
erfield,  Conn.  John  Kilbourn,  the  father  of 
Jonathan,  was  born  in  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  in 
1769,  and  in  1791  married  Elizabeth  Farnham. 
He  settled  in  Clinton,  Conn.,  and  there  died  in 
1850,  his  wife  dying  previously,  in  1828.  Their 
children  were:  Abner,  Leonard,  Phenetta, 

Aaron,  Jonathan,  Betsey  and  Peter  E. 

Jonathan  Kilbourn  continued  to  work  on 
his  father's  farm  until  of  age,  during  which 
time  he  had  only  the  advantages  of  the  com- 
mon school  education  of  that  day,  which  were 
meager.  After  becoming  of  age  he  went  to 
Middletown  and  began  the  business  of  manu- 
facturing rifles  for  the  Government.  Later  he 
moved  to  Whitneyville,  but  remained  there  only 
two  years.  Returning  to  Middletown  in  1829, 
he  opened  a grocery  store,  which  he  conducted 
until  1838.  when  he  opened  the  hotel  where  the 
“Kilbourn  House"  now  stands.  The  original 
property  was  sold  in  1873,  when  it  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  and  the  present  brick  residence 
erected.  During  his  residence  of  fifty  years 
in  Middletown  Mr.  Kilbourn  served  as  se- 
lectman of  the  town,  member  of  the  common 
council,  and  chief  engineer  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment. In  1846  he  was  appointed  State  bank 
director  by  the  Legislature;  in  1850  he  was 
appointed  State  committeeman  on  the  Middle- 
sex Turnpike  Company.  He  served  as  a di- 
rector of  the  Middlesex  County  Bank,  the  Mer- 
iden Bank,  the  Connecticut  River  & Long-  Isl- 
and Steamboat  Company,  the  Middlesex  As- 
surance Company,  and  the  New  York  Railroad 
Company.  During  his  early  residence  in  Mid- 
dletown he  became  a member  of  Day  Spring 


Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.  In  1828  he  affiliated  will 
St.  John’s  Lodge.  He  passed  through  the  sen 
eral  chairs  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  and  was  the  ol<  j 
est  past  master  of  St.  John’s  Lodge  and  one  cl 
the  oldest  Masons  in  the  State.  He  was  ma ! 
ter  of  St.  John’s ’Lodge  during  the  Morgan  e: 
citement.  Mr.  Kilbourn  was  equally  prom 
nent  in  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  the  commaru  i 
ery  and  council,  and  for  years  attended  til 
State  and  National  gatherings  of  Masonry  a: 
a delegate  from  St.  John’s. 

Mr.  Kilbourn  was  twice  married,  first,  i* 
1835,  to  Sally  B.,  daughter  of  Godfrey  Hop 
kins,  of  Chatham,  and  later  to  Mrs.  Sophi 1 
Hart,  widow  of  William  Hart,  and  daughter  c ' 
Benwell  Newton,  of  Durham.  One  daughte 
Miss  Sophia  Kilbourn,  and  Jonathan  B.,  wh 
for  many  years  was  connected  with  the  Mic 
dletown  Savings  Bank,  survive  the  parent: 
The  mother  died  some  three  years  prior  to  th 
death  of  the  father. 

CAPT.  WANTON  H.  SHERMAN,  wh  ' 
in  his  life  time  was  a well-known  and  substar 
tial  citizen  of  Middletown,  as  well  as  a prorC 
inent  Prohibitionist,  passed  away  at  his  hom 
on  Church  street,  in  that  city  February  2,  189; 

Ca.pt.  Sherman  was  born  September  ( 1 
1816,  in  South  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  a son  c 1 
Jireh  and  Ann  (Howland)  Sherman,  the  forme 
of  whom  was  collector  of  customs  at  the  poi 
of  New  Bedford,  Mass.  The  Captain  was  on 
of  fourteen  children,  one  of  whom  died  at  th 
age  of  twenty-two  months,  the  remainder- 
seven  sons  and  six  daughters — reaching  year; 
of  maturity,  and  of  the  sons,  all  became  ship  J 
masters  except  two — the  eldest,  Nicholas,  an 
Jahaziel,  who  died  when  twenty-two  years  ole  i 
Our  subject,  who  was  reared  in  his  native  towrl 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  commenced  a seafarin! 
life,  and  for  years  was  engaged  in  whalin; 
voyages,  during  which  period  he  was  for  ^ 
long  time  master  of  a ship  sailing  from  Ne\j 
Bedford.  In  those  days  that  business  wa 
profitable,  and  he  became  very  successful,  hav 
ing  ownership  in  other  ships  than  those  h 
commanded.  In  1864  Capt.  Sherman  retire 
from  the  sea,  and  in  July,  1866,  removed  hot 
South  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  to  Middletowi 
Conn.  There  he  entered  into  partnership  wit 
Edward  Paddock,  his  brother-in-law,  in  th: 
furniture  business,  which  was  located  on  tin 
north  side  of  Court  street,  a short  distanc 
east  of  Main.  In  a few  years  thereafter  th 
Captain  retired  from  all  business  pursuits.  1 
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ions  faith  he  was  a member  of  the  South 
regational  Church.  He  was  heartily  in 
>athy  with  the  Temperance  cause,  being 
nost  prominent  Prohibitionist  (originally 
mocrat)  in  the  town,  and  always  headed 
party  at  the  elections.  His  name  was  in- 
bly  on  the  ticket  for  some  office,  he  being 
dered  a thoroughly  representative  member 
e party.  For  many  years  Capt.  Sherman 
director  of  the  First  National  Bank,  and 
of  the  Peoples  Insurance  Company,  now 
:t.  In  the  fullest  sense  he  was  a self- 
man, and  when  he  died  he  left  a good 
and  the  record  of  an  estimable  citizen, 
y respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
n January  28,  1845,  Capt.  Wanton  H. 
nan  was  married  to  Marianna  Almv,  who 
torn  December  1,  1823,  in  New  Bedford, 
daughter  of  John  C.  and  Ruth  (Bailey) 
who  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
of  whom — two  sons  and  two  daughters 
w to  manhood  and  womanhood.  Mr.  and 
John  C.  Almy  were  residents  of  Massa- 
tts,  and  were  born  in  Jamestown,  R.  I., 
outh  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  respectively.  Mr. 
was  a merchant  for  a time  in  New  Bed- 
Mass.,  but  owing  to  ill  health  he  took 
- occupation  of  a mariner,  and  for  years 
naster  of  a vessel,  meeting  with  much 
s.  H is  last  voyage  as  a sailing  master 
lit  him  .$14,000  in  cash.  He  and  his  wife 
lied  in  South  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  aged 
v-four  and  fifty-nine  years,  respectively. 

) Capt.  Sherman  and  his  wife  were  born 
-n  as  follows:  (1)  Ellen  J.,  born  in 

uiu,  Hawaii,  married  E,  C.  Danforth; 
eside  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  their 
ildren  are  Arthur  Sherman,  Herbert  C., 
ce  E.,  Anna  Sherman  and  Alice  Foster, 
lumphrey,  born  at  Tahiti,  Society  Isl- 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  in 
*vn  of  Amotape,  Peru,  South  America, 
uiu  Clifford,  born  in  South  Dartmouth, 
is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Mathison,  of 
field,  Mass.,  and  they  have  had  a family 
it  children,  Mary  A.  (Mrs.  Albert  Mc- 
of  Brockton,  Mass.,  who-  has  two 
Sherman  W.  and  Edith),  Clara  C. 
ur  J.  Skinner,  of  Springfield, 
A.,  William  H.,  Jennie  G., 
It,  Raymond,  and  Morris.  (4)  Anna 
n in  South  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  died  un- 

I in  I homasville,  Ga.,  at  the  age  of  twen- 

II  years.  (5)  Wanton  H.,  horn  in  South 
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Dartmouth,  Mass.,  is  in  the  wholesale  millin- 
ery business  in  New  York. 

Mrs.  Sherman  is  now  passing  her  declining 
years  at  her  elegant  and  comfortable  home  on 
Church  street,  Middletown,  which  had  been 
purchased  by  her  husband  on  his  removal 
there.  She  is  a member  of  the  South  Congre- 
gational Church. 

HARLOW  CHAUNCEY  LEWIS,  a 
well  known  and  respected  citizen  od  Chester, 
belongs  to  one  of  the  old  established  families 
of  New  England.  The  founding  of  this  family 
in  America  dates  toi  the  time  when  George 
Lewis  and  his  wife,  Sarah  (Jenkins)  Lewis, 
left  their  hom)e  in  East  Greenwich,  County  of 
Kent,  England,  in  1630,  and  came  to  Ply- 
mouth, Mass.  In  1633  they  moved  to  Scituate, 
Mass.,  and  in  1637  to  Barnstable,  Mlass.  From 
them  our  subject  traces  his  ancestry  through 
Thomas,  of  Barnstable;  Thomias  (2),  of  Mid- 
dletown, Conn. ; Zebulon,  of  East  Haddam, 
Conn. ; Nathan,  of  Haddam,  Conn. ; Francis, 
0‘f  Haddam,  Conn. ; and  Ansel,  of  Chester, 
Conn.  Francis  Lewis  was  a Revolutionary 
soldier.  His  wife,  Sally  (Pelton)  Lewis, 
lived  to  the  remarkable  old  age  of  ninety- 
eight. 

Ansel  Lewis  was  born  April  10,  1796, 
and  was  married  May'2,  1821,  to  Deiadamie 
I4yn.de,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Lynde,  born 
October  19,  1803.  Ansel  Lewis  died  October 
27,  1861,  his  wife  on  January  26,  1882.  Their 
children  were:  Sylvia  Rosilla,  born  August  19, 
1823,  married  William  Douglass,  and  died 
May  2 i,,  1897.  Henrietta  M.,  born  October 
15,  1825,  died  June  30,  1828.  Harlow  Chaun- 
cey,  our  subject,  was  born  November  20,  1826. 
Sally  M1.,  'born  September  2,  1829,  died  April 
17,  1832.  Charles  Francis,  born  May  23,  1838, 
now1  resides  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  conducts 
a milling  business  at  that  place.  Daniel  Web- 
ster, born  March  29.  1841,  was  a member  of 
Company  G,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, during  the  Civil  war.  and  died  at  Gaines’ 
Mills.  Va.,  of  typhoid  fever,  June  26,  1862. 

Harlow  Chauncey  Lewis  was  born  Novem- 
ber 20,  1826,  in  Deep  River.  Conn.,  and  re- 
moved with  his  parents,  when  he  was  five 
years  old,  to  Newark.  N.  J.,  where  his  father 
established  a stoneyard  and  was  engaged  in 
handling  stone  paving  and  flagging.  The 
panic  of  1837  caused  the  elder  Mr.  Lewis  to 
retire  from  his  business,  and  lie  returned  with 
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his>  family  to  Chester,  Conn.,  in  the  fall  of 
that  year.  Harlow  C.  Lewis  was  educated  in 
the)  common  schools  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  previous 
to  his  eleventh  year,  and  finished  his  school- 
ing in  Chester,  Conn.,  when  about  sixteen 
years  of  age.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
left  home  and  went  to  Meriden,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a molder  in  the  foundry  of 
Jonathan  Leonard,  at  East  Meriden.  His 
wages  were  toi  be  $8  per  month,  with  board, 
for  the  first  year,  and  were  doubled  the  second 
year;  in  two  years  he  became  a journeyman. 
Mr.  Lewis  continued  with  Mr.  Leonard  in  East 
Meriden  about  four  years,  when  the  factory 
was  burned,  and  Mr.  Leonard  went  to  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  Mr.  Lewis  going  with  him!.  He 
remained  until  September  1,  1848,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Chester,  and  was  employed  for  thir- 
teen years  in  the  foundry  of  Russell  & Beach. 
Leaving  there,  he  was  employed  as  foreman 
in  the  foundry  of  James  Lord  until  the  fall  of 
1869,  when  he  accepted  the  position  of  fore- 
man of  the  foundry  of  the  Metropolitan  Manu- 
facturing Company,  at  Middlefield,  Conn.,  re- 
maining in  their  employ  about  fifteen  years. 
At  the  end  of  this  period  ill  health  caused  Mlr. 
Lewis  to  resign  his  position  and  retire  to  his 
comfortable  home  at  Chester,  where  he  now 
lives  at  ease,  after  a busy  life.  The  home  he 
occupies  was  built  by  his  father  in  1849. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  married  (first)  December 
5,  1847,  t°  Sabra  M.  Stevens,  born  June  21, 
1826,  a native  of  Killingworth,  daughter  of 
Daniel  D.  and  Mhry  (Griffin)  Stevens.  She 
died  August  14,  1866,  leaving  no  children.  Mr. 
Lewis  married  (second),  December  16,  1867, 
Caroline  Hastings,  born  February  3,  1843, 
Suffield,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Norman  and  Amy 
(Remington)  Hastings,  the  former  a farmer 
in  Suffield.  The  two  children  of  this  mar- 
riage are:  Edgar  Webster,  born  April  28, 

1869,  married  Ella  May  Beach,  of  Thomas- 
tion,  Conn.,  November  23,  1898;  he  is  a resi- 
dent of  Hartford.  Isadell  Hastings,  born  July 
5,  1872,  married  Anthony  W.  Hull,  of  Deep 
River,  Conn.,  October  23,  1901,  and  is  now 
residing  in  Wallingford,  Conn. 

Mr.  Lewis  is  a Republican  in  politics  and 
served  on  the  board  of  selectmen  of  Chester  for 
eight  years.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  Trinity 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  Ml,  of  Deep  River,  and 
to  Burning  Bush  Chapter,  No.  29,  R.  A.  M., 
of  Essex,  Conn.  Mr.  Lewis  is  a member  of 
the  Congregational  Church. 


JOHN  SWATHEL  was  born  in  Haddar  j 
Middlesex  county,  in  1773.  His  father,  wl: 
was  a fanner,  brought  him  when  quite  your 
to  Durham,  and  there  he  was  reared  to  agricr 
tural  pursuits.  But  his  tastes  were  for  a widi 
field  of  activity.  He  purchased  and  owned 
fourth  interest,  in  company  with  James  Ros  1 
of  Hartford,  John  Babcock  and  Nathan  Pec 
of  New  Haven,  in  the  Springfield  and  New  H; 
ven  Stage  Line,  which  conducted  an  immen: : 
traffic  between  Springfield  and  New  Have 
Durham  was  half  way  between  New  Have 
and  Llartford,  and  John  Swathel  remodele 
the  building  standing  at  the  north  end  of  Ma 
street,  in  Durham,  now  occupied  by  G 
Burckel,  into  a hotel,  and  for  many  years  h 
house  was  the  regular  stopping  place  for  tl 
stage  line.  It  was  known  as  “Swathel’s  Ta- 
era,”  and  is  one  of  the  best  known  landmarl 
and  historic  places  in  Middlesex  county,  havir 
sheltered  and  entertained  many  famous  pe< 
pie.  Mr.  Swathel  died  December  7,  1857,  ar 
is  buried  in  the  Durham  cemetery.  He  was 
generous  and  liberal  man,  giving  freely  1 
every  worthy  cause.  He  was  one  of  the  fount 1 
ers  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  Durham,  and 
early  days  was  active  in  church  affairs.  In  pc 
itics  he  was  an  old-time  Democrat,  and  w? 
very  prominent  and  influential  in  the  affairs  1 > 
the  party..  He  was  one  of  the  Presidenti 
electors  of  John  Adams.  He  was  repeated 
elected  State  representative  from  Durham 
serving  in  1819,  1824,  1825,  182S,  1829  ai 
1832. 

Mr.  Swathel  married  Phebe  Sears,  wl 
was  born  in  1775,  and  died  February  22,  184 
They  had  six  children,  four  daughters  and  tv 
sons. 

JAMES  BEATTIE  is  master  median  j 
in  the  Russell  Manufacturing  Company  j 
Middletown,  where  he  has  an  exception, 
standing  as  an  old  and  trusted  employe,  havii J 
been  with  that  company  for  nearly  forty  yeai ; 

Richard  Beattie,  the  father  of  James,  w 
born  in  Ayr,  Scotland,  where  he  received 
very  liberal  schooling.  He  early  learned  t 
trade  of  paper  making,  a business  which  he  fc 
lowed  very  closely  for  many  years.  In  Bin 
ingham,  England,  he  learned  the  trade  of  Br ; 
annia,  ware  maker  and  worked  at  same  for. 
long  time.  In  1839  he  sailed  for  America,  a 
after  a.  long  voyage  landed  in  Pliiladelph  ■ 
where  he  met  his  mother,  at  her  uncle’s,  Jose; 
Longworth,  who  had  a hotel  in  that  city. 
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14  Richard  Beattie  established  a small  Brit- 
ria  ware  shop  in  which  he  manufactured 
all  articles,  and  he  developed  an  original  idea 
1 1 of  inserting  a wire  into  the  handle  of  the 
s >on  to  give  it  strength.  It  was  afterward 
len  and  patented  by  others,  and  became  very 
] aular.  Mr.  Beattie  died  in  Philadelphia  in 
ig,  and  was  buried  in  Germantown,  Pa.  In 
lliladelphia  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
I ngworth,  a native  of  Lancashire,  England, 
d ighter  of  Samuel  and  Margaret  Longworth, 
ala  sister  of  the  late  Samuel  Longworth,  a 
s tch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere.  Mr.  and 
Ms.  Beattie  had  two  children:  James,  who 

i:  mentioned  below,  and  Richard  B.,  who 
n rried  Abbie  Knowles,  and  is  living  at  South 
I rms.  After  the  death  of  Richard  Beattie 
h widow  married  for  her  second  husband 
\ lliam  Crawford,  a Scotchman,  who  died  in 
I iladelphia.  He  was  the  father  of  Robert 
C iwford,  who  was  at  one  time  superintendent 

0 the  “Williamson  School,”  near  Media,  Pa., 
a 1 another  son,  William,  who  is  a wrecking 
e ineer  for  the  Baldwin  Locomotive  Works. 
IV  s.  Crawford  died  January  17,  1877,  at  the 
h ne  of  her  son,  Richard,  and  was  buried  in 

1 e Grove  cemetery. 

James  Beattie  was  born  September  14, 
5,  in  Kensington,  Philadelphia,  where  he 
d until  about  nine  years  old.  His  fa- 
• died  when  he  was  only  four  years  old,  and 
■r  living  a short  time  in  the  family  of  Jona- 
Walker,  at  Valley  Forge,  Pennsylva- 
he  went  to  live  with  the  family  of  Will- 
Kirk,  Quakers.  Lie  was  given  his  board 
clothing,  and  some  schooling  in  the  win- 
hut  though  his  life  was  one  of  hard 
; Mr.  Kirk  was  very  kind,  and  he  lived 
1 him  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age. 
that  age  he  secured  a position  in  the  agri- 
ural  works  at  Johnsville,  Pa.,  where  he 
led  to  learn  the  trade  of  a machinist.  For 
first  year  he  received  his  board  and  $25, 
1 two  weeks’  vacation  in  haying  time.  He 
1 in  the  family  of  the  proprietor  of  the  fac- 
, who  had  six  boys  besides  himself  learn- 
the  trade.  After  two  years  Mr.  Beattie 
alter  severe  abuse  for  an  offense  of 
h lie  was  not  guilty,  and  secured  employ- 
t with  Walker  & Davis,  machinists  in 
adelphia,  spending  a year  with  them  at 
end  of  which  time  he  came  to  Middletown, 

re  his  uncle,  Samuel  Longworth,  was  cs- 
17 
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tablished.  It  was  not  long  before  Mr.  Beattie 
became  a part  of  the  operative  force  of  the  Rus- 
sell Manufacturing  Company’s  factory.  Be- 
ginning with  the  place  of  machinist  and  en- 
gineer, in  1864,  he  rose  step  by  step  until,  in 
1875,  he  was  made  master  mechanic  of  the 
factory,  a position  which  he  has  held  to  the 
present  time.  He  was  honest  and  upright, 
reliable  in  every  department  of  his  work,  and 
so  impressed  his  employers  with  a sense  of 
his  upright  character,  that  Hon.  Henry  G. 
Hubbard,  for  many  years  at  the  head  of  the 
Russell  Company,  left  him  in  his  will  the  sum 
of  $5,000,  as  a testimonial  of  his  faithfulness 
and  reliability. 

James  Beattie  was  married  in  Middletown, 
October  17,  1867,  to  Evelyn  Bacon,  who  was 
born  August  3,  1845,  ancl  died  August  3,  1889. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Capt.  Charles  and  Eu- 
nice (Bridgham)  Bacon,  a sketch  of  whom  ap- 
pears elsewhere.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bacon 
came  the  following  children:  (1)  Ada  E., 

born  October  11,  1868,  married  George  Shu- 
bert,  an  expert  mechanic  in  the  employ  of  the 
Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Company,  and  is 
the  mother  of  two  children — Clarence  B.,  born 
July  3,  1893,  and  Leonard  B.,  May  6,  1901. 
(2)  Charles  R.,  born  September  23,  1871,  is  a 
foreman  in  the  machine  shop  of  the  Russell 
Manufacturing  Company.  Fie  married  Em- 
ma Murphy,  and  has  four  children — 
Evelyn  B.,  born  June  18.  1894;  Florence,  Sep- 
tember 20,  1895;  William,  February  12,  1897; 
Marion,  February  7,  1900.  (3)  Herbert, 

born  November  13,  1877,  died  July  11,  1878. 
(4)  Maud  C.,  born  September  3.  1880,  grad- 
uated with  honors  from  the  Middletown  high 
school,  in  the  class  of  1902.  (5)  William  J., 

born  March  2,  1884,  died  March  3,  1890. 

James  Beattie  married  for  his  second  wife, 
December  ir,  1890,  Florence  C.  Lusk,  who 
was  born  July  11,  1847,  near  Carlisle,  Pa., 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Susan  (Aukerman) 
Lusk  and  great-granddaughter  of  Robert  Lusk, 
who  served  in  the  Revolution  and  also  in  the 
war  of  1812,  participating  in  the  battle  of 
Lundy’s  Lane.  To  this  union  has  come  one 
child,  Ruth  L.,  who  was  born  November  5, 

1 896. 

Mr.  Beattie  is  a strong  Republican,  and 
fraternally  belongs  to  Central  Lodge,  No.  12. 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Middletown.  He  is  a member 
of  the  South  Farms  Methodist  Church,  of 


258  COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


which  he  is  now  steward,  and  was  formerly 
treasurer.  Mrs.  Beattie  is  also  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  They  have  a cozy  and 
attractive  home,  and  the  children  would  credit 
any  parentage. 

DANIEL  LEE,  deceased,  was  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  respected  farmers  of  the  town 
of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  Connecti- 
cut, and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  living  in 
retirement  in  the  Hubbard  District.  He  was 
Lorn  on  Farm  Hill,  September  30,  1832,  and 
descended  from  quite  an  ancient  New  Eng- 
land family. 

Samuel  Lee,  great-great-grandfather  of 
Daniel,  was  a resident  of  Watertown,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1695,  but  later  removed  to  Con- 
necticut and  purchased  860  acres  of  land  at 
Killingly,  Windham  county,  where  he  passed' 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  had  three  sons, 
John,  Phineas  and  Isaac.  Of  these,  the  eld- 
est, John,  had  a son  Jesse,  who  settled  in  Ver- 
non, Vermont,  where  he  founded  the  Lee  fam- 
ily of  that  State.  Phineas  was  the  great- 
grandfather of  Daniel  Lee,  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch,  and  Elijah,  son  of  Phineas,  born 
in  Massachusetts  in  1792,  settled  in  Mlidd- 
held,  Connecticut,  at  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Elijah  Lee  first  served  in  Capt. 
Ellsworth’s  company  of  volunteers,  who 
marched  from  Windsor  in  response  to  the 
Lexington  Alarm.  He  was  later  a sergeant 
in  the  Tenth  Company,  Fourth  Continental 
Regiment,  served  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown 
Point,  and  was  with  Putnam  when  the  latter 
was  driven  off  Horse  Neck.  He  was  first  dis- 
charged December  19,  1775,  and  re-enlisted 
the  following  spring,  becoming  sergeant  in 
Captain  John  Simons  Company,  Col.  Erastus 
Wolcott’s  Regiment  of  State  troops,  served  in 
the  sieg'e  of  Boston,  participated  in  the  light 
at  Bunker  Hill,  and  witnessed  the  fall  of  the 
gallant  Warren.  Elijah  Lee  was  married 
(first)  in  Massachusetts,  before  coming  to 
Middlefield,  and  to  this  marriage  were  born 
two  children,  Lothrop  and  Huldah.  His  sec- 
ond marriage,  which  took  place  in  Middlesex 
county,  Connecticut,  was  to  the  widow  of  Dr. 
Ward,  who  had  considerable  property.  But 
Elijah  Lee  was  very  careless  and  lost  a great 
deal  of  this  estate.  He  died  in  Middlefield. 
He  was  the  father  of  four  children  by  his  sec- 
ond marriage,  namely:  Asahel;  Urana,  who 


was  first  married  to  Nathan  Patten,  and  sul| 
sequently  to  a Mr.  Hubbell;  a son  who  waf 
drowned  at  sea;  and  Maria,  who  married  § 
Mr.  Parsons. 

Asahel  Lee,  the  eldest  child  of  Elijah  bj 
his  second  marriage,  was  born  in  Middlefiel  I 
September  22,  1792,  and  when  eight  yeaij 
old  was  put  to  work  for  a Mr.  Whitmore,  i ! 
Middlefield,  living  with  him  until  he  w;! 
about  fifteen.  He  next  went  to  work  for  h , 
brother  Lothrop,  as  a joiner,  also  assisted  h 
father  in  moving  houses  and  at  hewing  tin 
her,  and  was  likewise  a good  hand  at  teamin' 

In  the  last  year  of  the  war  of  1812-1;  j 
Asahel  Lee  was  drafted  to  serve  in  the  army  fc 
sixty  days.  It  was  the  custom  in  those  days  t 
give  the  conscript  or  recruit  notice  of  the  faq 
that  hie  had  been  drafted,  and  leave  it  to  hii 
to  find  his  way  to  New  London  as  best  1 
might.  Mr.  Lee  walked  all  the  way  froi 
Middletown  to  headquarters,  and  when  th 
time  came  to  report  had  but  two  dollars  i 
cash,  one  of  which  he  gave  to  his  wife,  retail 
ing  the  other  for  his  own  use.  While  at  Ne 
London  he  was  granted  the  privilege  of  goin 
on  board  the  captured  British  man-of-w; 
“Macedonia.”  At  the  end  of  fifty  days  L 
was  allowed  a 'furlough  home  to  attend  h | 
wife’s  funeral. 

The  first  marriage  of  Asahel  Lee  -was  t 
Wealthy  Cunningham,  and  to  that  unic 
was  born  one  child,  Wealthy  D.,  who  was  fir: 
married  to  Joshua  Johnson  and  second  to  Job 
Jordan,  and  then  went  to  live  in  Wisconsin 
The  second  marriage  of  Asahel  Lee  was  to  Eli  J 
abeth  Blake,  who  was  born  May  14,  1791 
daughter  of  Freelove  Blake,  a cooper  in  Mi(j 
dletown,  who  made  a specialty  of  manufactiir 
ing  (barrels,  in  which  to  pack  and  ship  beef  j 
the  East  Indies.  To  this  marriage  were  boi) 
six  children,  in  the  following  order:  Elizj 

beth  Sophronia  died  unmarried  at  the  age  j 
fifty-four  years.  Sherman,  a joiner  by  trad  J 
went  South  as  a peddler  and  located  at  Alafi 
Hill,  Lowndes  Co.,  Ga.,  where  he  wait  in  j 
business,  and  died  of  yellow  fever  when  aboj 
thirty-three  years  old.  Russell  W.  marri(| 
Sophronia  Spencer;  he  was  a school  teacher L 
several  years,  was  one  of  three  who  sett! 
in  Kaneville,  Kane  Co.,  111.,  and  died  there  1 
good  circumstances  at  the  age  of  sevcnty-fo, 
years.  Dwight  F.  was  twice  married,  went  j 
Utica,  Illinois,  and  there  died,  a well-to-'j 
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■r.  Henry  A.,  who  was  an  employe  of 
eriden  Britannia  Company,  married  Nan- 
. Clark,  and  died  comparatively  young. 
;ixth  child  is  Daniel,  wlhose  name  opens 
eview. 

fter  his  second  marriage  Asabel  Lee  set- 
t Long  Hill,  and  later  moved  to  Farm 
where  he  and  his  older  sons  worked  out 
uport  the  family.  But  he  succeeded  in 
ng  a farm,  which  his  grandsons  now 
and  the  last  eight  years  of  his  life  were 
1 with  his  son  Daniel.  He  was  a very 
•orking  man,  and  at  the  age  of  eighty 
could  wield  a scythe  as  well  as  a young 
He  was  about  six  feet  tall,  broad  shoul- 
weighed  200  pounds,  was  very  strong 
1 his  prime,  when  wrestling,  could  throw 
t any  of  his  competitors.  In  his  early 
>od  he  joined  the  Methodist  Church,  of 
his  wife  was  a devout  member,  and  in 
ith  of  which  she  died  August  25,  1879, 
eighty-seven  years,  three  months  and 
days  ; he  died  December  3d,  of  the  same 
aged  eighty-seven  years,  two  months, 
days.  The  remains  of  both  are  iu- 
at  Farm  Hill  cemetery, 
niel  Lee,  the  youngest  child  of  Asahel 
ttended  the  district  school  and  had  one 
additional  instruction  at  the  select  school 
liel  FI.  Chase,  in  Middletown.  For  one 
following  his  school  attendance  he 
on  a farm,  and  the  next  winter  taught 
1 at  Maromas.  He  then  started  out  to 
it  anything  by  which  lue  could  earn  an 
dollar,  such  as  getting  out  timber,  team- 
and  went  into  debt  for  a ten-acre  farm 
is  late  residence,  working  same  for  fif- 
■ars.  In  December,  1871,  he  bought  the 
Johnson  farm  and  made  many  improve' 
thereon,  until  he  had  a handsome  place 
' 200  acres.  He  practically  retired  from 
work  about  1890,  and  a few  years  later 
over  the  place  to  his  sons  after  which 
no  work  whatever. 

n April  6,  1856,  occurred  the  marriage 
iiel  Lee  to  Marv  Ann  White,  who  was 
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nly  13.  1834,  in  Fast  Hampton,  Conn.,  Church, 
er  of  Moses  and  Sarah  (Gillet)  White. 

White,  her  grandfather,  was  a Revolu- 
soldier;  his  father  came  from  England, 
lildren  came  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr. 
rs.  Lee,  viz.:  (1)  Sherman  E.,  horn 
>-y  3-  '857-  died  January  5,  1859.  (21 


Herbert  L.,  born  October  27,  1859,  married 
Harriet  Johnson  May  18,  1885,  and  has  one 
child,  Bessie  M.,  born  June  24,  1886;  he  is 
now  farming  near  the  old  homestead.  (3) 
Daniel  W.,  born  November  1,  1862,  is  a farm- 
er on  the  old  homestead.  He  married  Carrie 
A.  Stevens  June  25,  1890,  and  to  this  union 
have  come  four  children — Alice  S.,  born  July 
18,  1893;  Flora  M.,  September  23,  1895; 
Sherman  W.,  September  4,  1897;  and  Har- 
old D.,  June  17,  1901.  (4)  Edward  W.,  born 

October  23,  1864,  married,  May  28,  1895, 
Emma  Walker,  a native  of  Killing-worth, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Jordan  and  Emma  (Lewis) 
Walker,  and  they  have  had  two  children,  Fran- 
cis M.,  born  February  21,  1896,  and  Walter 
E.,  born  September  25,  1897,  died  May  9, 
1901.  Before  his  marriage  Edward  W.  Lee 
taught  school  in  his  own  and  neighboring  dis- 
tricts for  many  seasons,  and  he  is  now  farm- 
ing on  the  old  homestead.  (5)  Lester  M.,  the 
youngest  of  the  five  children  of  Daniel  and 
Mary  Ann  (White)  Lee,  was  born  April  15, 
1867,  and  died  May  19,  1867.  Daniel  W. 
and  Edward  carry  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  on  the  old  homestead,  and  under  the 
firm  name  of  Lee  Bros,  conduct  an  extensive 
milk  route  in  Middletown,  which  was  estab- 
lished in  December,  1889. 

Daniel  Lee  was  a Democrat  in  political  af- 
filiation. He  served  as  Assessor  two  years, 
and  in  his  active  days  was  very  popular  with  his 
party.  He  was  well  posted  in  general  litera- 
ture, had  a splendid  memory,  and  up  to  the 
time  of  his  retirement  was  a most  industrious 
and  skillful  agriculturist.  Fie  acquired  a com- 
petency for  himself  and  family  and  during  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  enjoyed  in  quiet  ease  the 
fruits  of  his  past  industry,  honored  by  the  en- 
tire community.  He  left  a good  name,  and 
few  men  possessed  the  respect  and  esteem  o: 
everyone  to  the  extent  that  he  did.  His  death 
occurred  October  17,  1901.  and  he  was  laid  to 
rest  in  Farm  Hill  cemetery.  His  estimable 
wife,  who  survives  him,  resides  on  the  old 
homestead.  She  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 


HENICV  PAGE  is  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful and  best  known  agriculturists  of  the 
towns  of  Durham,  Middlesex  count v.  his 
highly  improved  farm  of  300  acres  lying  in  the 
southwestern  paid  ofthc  town.  Nearby  is  the 
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Mountain  Spring  Creamery,,  established  by 
Mr.  Page  in  1886,  and  since  then  most  success- 
fully operated  by  him.  Mr.  Page  is  a man  of 
unusual  force  of  character,  and  in  the  com- 
munity where  he  has  lived  through  life  he  has 
attained  a position  of  influence  and  high  es- 
teem. He  is  the  representative  of  an  old  Con- 
necticut family. 

Isaac  Page,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in 
1768,  and  lived  on  the  extreme  eastern  side 
of  Wallingford,  near  the  Durham  line,  where 
he  was  a large  farmer  and  an  extensive  land 
owner;  he  owned  land  in  Wallingford,  Guil- 
ford and  in  Ohio.  He  was  a Christian  in 
character,  and  a regular  attendant  of  church. 
He  died  March  18,  1850,  and  is  buried  in  Wall- 
ingford. Isaac  Page  married  Ruth  Rice,  who 
was  born  in  1768',  and  died  in  June,  1831, 
and  their  children  were  as  follows  : (1)  Rice, 

born  in  1794,  moved  to  Streetsboro,  Portage 
Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  erected  a log  house, 
cleared  land  and  followed  farming  all  his  life. 
His  wife’s  name  was  Sally.  (2)  Almera,  •born 
March  11,  1796,  married  Horace  Lucas,  of 
Middlefield,  and  died  in  Durham  at  the  home 
of  her  niece,  Mrs.  T.  D.  Camp,  May  28,  1882. 
(3)  Sarah,  born  November  7,  1797,  married 
Dana  Coe.  of  Middlefield,  a farmer,  who  re- 
sided in  Durham,  in  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Henry  I.  Page,  where  she  died  October  16, 
1884.  (4)  Isaac  was  the  father  of  our  sub- 

ject. ( 5)  Enos,  born  August  3,  1806,  mar- 
ried Cinderella  Baldwin,  He  located  in 
Streetsboro,  Ohio,  where  he  died.  (6)  Ruth 
Ann,  born  April  4,  1808,  married  William  S. 
Hill,  of  Guilford,  and  they  removed  to  Streets- 
boro, Ohio. 

Isaac  Page,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  East  Wallingford,  where  his  boyhood 
days  were  spent  and  he  lived  at  home  until  he 
was  married.  He  burned  a great  deal  of  char- 
coal around  the  vicinity.  After  marriage  he 
moved,  in  April,  1826,  in  a sleigh,  to  North- 
ford,  Conn.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  a short  time,  and  then  came  to  Dur- 
ham, locating  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
our  subject,  where  he  became  an  extensive 
farmer  and  land  owner,  and  where  he  died 
May  28,  1864.  He  was  a hard-working  man 
of  natural  mechanical  ability,  and  in  addition 
to  farming  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
brooms  and  in  getting  out  hoops,  in  the  winter 
months.  He  was  a successful  man  and  died 


well-to-do.  Mr.  Page  was  a Jefferson  Di 
oerat,  and  took  an  interest  in  politics,  but  i 
not  seek  office.  In  religious'  connection  1; 
was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church  : 
Durham,  and  very  active  in  its  affairs.  He  r • 
ried  Eunice  Fowler,  who  was  born  June 
1805,  and  died  April  30,  1873,  daughter' : 
James  and  Anna  (Johnson)  Fowler,  of  Nt  1 
Guilford.  The  children  of  Isaac  and  Eul: 
Page  were  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Mary,  born  Aijl 

29,  1825,  married  Timothy  Dwight  Campilf 
Durham,  who  died  June  28,  1888;  she  1 1 
resides  in  Durham.  J2)  George  E.,  born  j- 
cember  2,  1827,  died  December  28',  1833.  |<) 
Henry,  born  July  23,  1831,  is  mentioned  {• 
low.  (4)  Caroline,  born  June  13,  1835,  <|1 
one  day  later.  The  descendants  of  Ja  3 
Fowler,  father  of  Mrs.  Isaac  Page,  formed  1 
association  known  as  the  Descendants  of  Ja  4 
Fowler,  and  meet  annually.  Henry  Page,  t 
subject,  has  been  president  of  the  associat  . 

Henry  Page  was  born  on  the  farm  wlj'e 
he  now  resides  and  attended  district  school  • 
til  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  going  sometime ') 
the  South  and  Northwest  District  school:  ! 
Durham.  After  leaving  school  he  returnee  a 
the  home  farm,  and  there  assisted  his  fa  x 
until  the  latter's  death,  when  he  asstr  1 
charge,  buying  the  interests  of  the  other  h > 
He  has  since  engaged  in  general  farming,,  o|  - 
coal  burning  and  dairying,  in  addition  to  ‘e 
operation  of  the  creamery  mentioned,  es  - 
lished  in  1886.  The  butter  from  his  creamy 
finds  a ready  market  in  the  retail  and  wl:  " 
sale  trade  of  Wallingford,  where  he  has  1 
it  for  many  years.  His  pleasant  and  com p 
dious  home  he  erected  in  1885. 

Mr.  Page  married,  November  24,  1 ft 
Phebe  L.  Coe,  who  was  born  in  Durham  k 
3,  1831,  daughter  of  William  (C.  and  Can  ft 
E.  (Allen)  Coe.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Ip 
survives  at  the  age  of  over  ninety-one  y<p 
To  this  union  have  been  born  the  follorjg 
named  children:  (1)  Eddie,  born  Aupt 

29,  1854,  died  February  18,  1856.  (2)  Ip 

riett  A.,  born  July  18,  1856,  was  married  p 
cember  29,  1881,  to  John  Stevens,  a farmep 
Durham,  and  they  have  had  seven  child  '■ 
Ainnie  L.  (deceased),  Alice  M.,  Harold 
Ralph  P.,  Ellis,  Nita  and  Walter.  (3) 
ron  W.,  born  December  2,  1859,  died  in  l1 1> 
i860.  (4)  Lavina  A.,  born  June  25,  1 2* 

married  Wilbur  L.  Davis,  of  Durham-  ')■ 
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H,  ry  I.,  born  May  26,  1865,  married  Harriet 
L.  tone  April  12,  1893;  they  have  two  chil- 
dr-,,  Theodore  S.  and  Eunice  E.  (6)  Sarah 

E. l'iorn  December  20,  1867,  married  Charles 

G.  Tone  October  25,  1894.  (7)  Benjamin 

F.  born  July  12,  1870,  was  married  June  1, 

1 9 to  Annie  R.  Fowler,  and  they  have  had 
tw  children,  Dorothy  and  Ellsworth.  (8) 

J 'r  erick  H.  was  born  January  3,  1874. 

in  politics  Mr.  Page  is  a Democrat,  but  he 
vo  1 for  President  McKinley.  He  was  elected 
to  tie  State  Legislature  in  1869-70-71,  and 
ser  :d  on  the  Finance  and  Railroad  commit- 
tee He  is  a prominent  and  active  member  of 
the  vl.  E.  Church  and  is  now  serving  as  trus- 
tee -f  the  same. 

Tie  Coe  Family,  of  which  Mrs.  Henry 
Pa  ■ is  a descendant,  came  to  the  United  States 
frc  the  County  of  Suffolk,  England,  where 
the  had  been  residents  for  many  generations. 
Ro  irt  Coe  was  born  in  Suffolk  in  1596.  His 
wi  Anna,  was  born  in  1591.  With  three 
soi  they  sailed  from  Ipswich,  Suffolk,  in  the 
shi  “Francis,”  April  10,  1634,  arriving  at 
!!>o  >n,  Mass.,  in  June  of  that  year,  and  set- 
tlii  in  Watertown,  near  Boston.  The  first 
Co<  in  Durham  of  whom  we  find  any  record 
wa  Lieut.  Joseph  Coe,  son  of  John  Coe,  of 
Str  ford,  who  was  a grandson  of  Robert  Coe, 
came  from  England.  This  Joseph  Coe 
me  of  lire  proprietors,  or  first  settlers,  of 
am  in  about  1700.  There  was  also  a Rob- 
Joe,  who  was  one  of  the  proprietors 
ther  they  were  brothers  or  not  is  not 
n).  Mrs.  iPage  is  of  the  ninth  genera- 
rom  Robert  Coe,  the  founder  of  the  fam- 
America,  her  line  of  descent  being  as 
vs:  (I)  Robert  Coe,  born  in  1596;  (II) 
ft  (2),  born  in  1627;  (III)  John,  born 
>58;  (IV)  John,  born  in  1693;  (V) 
>11,  born  in  1721,  who  married  Annie 
is,  daughter  of  Adonijah  Morris  (from 
! orris  familv  came,  t hroupli  Simeon  Coe. 
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tional  Church  of  Durham,  represented  Dur- 
ham in  the  Legislature,  and  ivas  known  as 
“Squire  Coe.”  His  death  occurred  August 
14,  1849.  He  married  Polly  Callender,  who 
was  born  in  1787,  and  died  February  22,  1866, 
and  their  children  were  : ( 1 ) Edwin  T.,  born 

December  4,  1803,  married  (first)  Phebe  Hart, 
of  Westfield,  and  for  his  second  wife  Cornelia 
Parmelee,  of  Durham.  He  was  a farmer  in 
Durham,  where  he  died  in  1880.  (2)  William 

L.,  bom  February  28,  1806,  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1806.  (3)  William  C.,  born  January  1, 
1808,  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  Pag'e.  (4) 
Mary  A.,  born  November  1,  1809,  married 
Abram  Camp,  a farmer  in  Durham.  (5) 
Henry  M.,  born  October  12,  1811,  married 
Betsey  Robinson.  He  was  a merchant  and  a 
local  preacher,  and  died  in  1865.  (6)  Jewett 

T.,  born  January  9,  1819,  married  Ann  Hull. 
He  is  a tinner  and  butcher  and  lives  in  Middle- 
town. 

William  Callender  Coe,  the  father  of  Mrs, 

I Page,  was  born  in  Haddam,  Conn.,  where  his 
j parents  resided  for  a short  time.  They  re- 
turned to  Durham  when  he  was  a few  months 
old  and  located  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
his  son,  William  T.  Coe.  He  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  assisted  his  father  at 
blacksmithing.  Tie  followed  farming  all  his 
life,  and  died  on  the  farm  mentioned  June  12, 
1877.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat.  He  was 
a very  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Durham,  which  he  attended  regularly,  the 
weather  making  little  difference  to  him,  de- 
spite the  distance  of  three  miles  from  his 
home  to  the  church.  He  was  a class-leader 
for  many  years.  Physically  Mr.  Coe  was  a 
large  man,  powerfully  built,  and  be  was  a hard- 
worker.  He  married  Caroline  F.  Allen,  who 
was  born  February  11,  1811,  in  Wallingford, 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Sally  (Kimberly) 
Allen.  Her  father  was  a carpenter  and  joiner. 
To  William  C.  and  Caroline  E.  Coe  were  Kirn 
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HON.  DANIEL  CHAPMAN  SPEN- 
CER, of  Old  Saybrook,  Middlesex  (county, 
who  is  widely  known  as  one  of  the  representa- 
tive men  of  that  historic  community,  a stand- 
ing justified  alike  by  his  character,  ability  and 
wealth,  was  born  December  3,  1823,  in  that 
part  of  the  town  known  as  Oyster  River,  a son 
of  David  and  Rachel  (Bushnell)  Spencer. 

The  Spencer  family  has  a history  that  runs 
back  as  far  as  Robert  de  Spenser,  who  is  re- 
corded as  a “dispenser”  of  the  king,  William 
the  Conqueror.  The  first  of  the  line  of  Daniel 
C.  Spencer  to  come  to  America  was  Gerrard 
Spencer,  who  with  his  brothers,  William, 
Thomas  and  Michael,  located  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  in  1634.  Gerrard  Spencer  was  born  in 
Stotfold,  Bedfordshire,  England,  and  was  bap- 
tized April  28,  1634.  He  came  to  New  Eng- 
land in  1632,  and  was  admitted  a freeman  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  March  9,  1637. 
He  was  a resident  of  Cambridge  in  1634,  and 
owned  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
Later  he  moved  to  Lynn.  In  1660  he  came  to 
Connecticut,  and  was  probably  in  Hartford  a 
short  time.  In  1662  he  and  his  son  John, 
were  among  the  twenty-eight  purchasers  of  the 
town  of  Haddam,  which  was  then,  and  for 
many  years  thereafter,  a part  of  Hartford. 
He  was  the  wealthiest  man  of  the  town.  Ger- 
rard Spencer  died  in  1685. 

(II)  Thomas  Spencer,  fifth  child  of  Ger- 
rard, was  born  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  about  1650, 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Haddam,  and  may 
have  settled  in  Saybrook  before  1 679.  He  was 
voted  an  inhabitant  December  8,  1687,  and  re- 
sided in  that  part  of  the  town  known  as  Po- 
chaug  (now  Westbrook).  He  married  Eliz- 
abeth Bates,  daughter  of  James  Bates,  of  Dor- 
chester, Massachusetts. 

(III)  Caleb  Spencer,  born  June  19,  1695, 
in  the  parish  of  Westbrook,  .town  of  Say- 
brook, was  ensign  of  the  train  band,  and  was 
chosen  surveyor  of  highways,  December  12, 
1732.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Han- 
nah, he  married  Temperance  Wright. 

(IV)  Joseph  Spencer  was  born  in  West- 
brook parish  April  18,  1720.  He  married 
Lydia  Grinnell,  daughter  of  Paybodie  and 
Ruth  (Nettleton)  Grinnell. 

(V)  Joseph  Spencer  (2),  born  in  the  par- 
ish of  Westbrook  August  12,  1744,  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Williams)  Clark,  November  2,  1769.  For 


his  second  wife  he  married  Lucy,  daughter, 
Benjamin  and  Mary  (Colt)  Post. 

(VI)  David  Spencer  was  born  Decern! 

16,  1785,  in  that  part  of  the  town  of  Saybnlj 
known  as  Westbrook.  He  married  Rac  ! 
Bushnell,  and  they  had  children  as  folio'  | 
David,  born  July  24,  1808,  died  August 
1851.  Nancy,  born  October  19,  1810,  died  hi 
gust  8,  1882.  Charles  Chauncey,  born  J j 
uary  8,  1813,  died  September  6,  1876.  lj 
Maria,  born  October  27,  1814,  died  Septem  ] 
2,  1896.  Edwin,  born  January  12,  1817,  c 
April  12,  1882.  Alvin  Benjamin,  born  l j 
ruary  1,  1819,  died  February  22,  1856.  Ji 
Elizabeth,  born  October  10,  1821,  died  A 

17,  1902.  Daniel  Chapman  was  born  Dec} 
ber  3,  1823.  Harriet  Amelia,  born  Deceii 
21,  1825,  died  June  9,  1852.  Emily  Aj 
born  May  5,  1828,  died  June  28,  1895.  M 
Augusta  born  August  19,  1832,  died  Octc  f 
11,  1900.  David  Spencer,  the  father  of 
family,  received  a common  school  educatioij 
Saybrook,  now  Westbrook.  He  was  a mai  l 
much  energy  and  large  ambition,  and,  \vj 
farming  was  his  life  work,  he  also  engage 
blacksmithing  and  manufacturing.  He 
longed  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  vJ 
den  for  many  years.  Rachel  Bushnell,  * 
wife,  was  a daughter  of  Asa  Bushnell,  ar 
descendant  of  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
State  under  the  Old  Fenwick  Patents. 

Daniel  C.  Spencer  was  born  and  ream 
his  father’s  farm,  and  received  a district  sc' 
education  in  the  home  neighborhood,  suj 
merited  by  the  instruction  of  the  village 
demy.  When  he  was  twenty-two  years,  old: 

suffered  a sunstroke  which  necessitated! 

<1 

change  of  occupation.  For  several  yearj‘ 
clerked  in  the  stores  of  his  native  village,  | 
acquired  that  familiarity  with  mercantile  } 
its  and  requirements  which  has  always  s’ 
him  so  well  in  hand  throughout  life.  L 
Bishop,  attracted  by  the  personality  of  •' 
young  man,  sent  for  him  to  come  to  his  P 
Haven  establishment,  and  put  him  on  e 
road  as  traveling  salesman.  In  his  wort  r 
Mr.  Bishop  he  proved  peculiarly  succes 
and  in  1853  was  offered  charge  of  the  L 
goods  department  of  the  wholesale  dry-g js 
house  of  Moulton,  Plympton,  Williams  & 1 
one  of  the  leading  establishments  of  the  j1 
in  New  York  City.  Mr.  Spencer,  diffidei  1 
his  ability,  and  afraid  that  the  firm  had  pi 
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ctravagant  estimate  on  his  work,  was  reluc- 
nt  to  take  up  so  responsible  a position,  but 
ie  firm,  wishing  bis  immediate  services,  pur- 
lased  the  unexpired  time  of  bis  contract  with 
r.  Bishop.  Mr.  Spencer  was  with  them  for 
vo  years,  during  which  time  he  conducted 
mself  in  so  systematic  and  business-like  a 
shion  that  when  the  firm  went  by  the  board 
the  financial  difficulties  of  the  time  he  was  at 
ice  taken  into  the  famous  house  of  Claflin, 
ellen  & Co.,  at  that  time  located  at  No.  111 
roadway,  in  the  old  Trinity  building,  who 
ere  contemplating  the  opening  of  a notions 
partment.  Mr.  Spencer,  in  conversation 
ith  Mr.  Claflin,  offered  to  take  charge  of  the 
partment  the  first  year  without  salary.  Mr. 
aflin  insisted  on  paying  him  well,  and  a con- 
tional  sum  at  the  end  of  the  year1  if  the  ven- 
re  proved  successful.  The  new  department 
1 so  well  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  Mr. 

1 aflin  not  only  paid  Mr.  Spencer  all  that  his 
mtract  called  for,  but  made  him  a present  of 
1 e thousand  dollars  in  addition.  The  engage- 
1 :nt  was  renewed  on  a percentage  basis,  and 

I der  Mr.  Spencer’s  enthusiastic  management 

I I business  of  the  firm  increased  so  rapidly 
1 it  they  sought  larger  quarters  at  the  corner 
< Church  and  Worth  streets,  where  a six- 
■ >ry  building  was  erected.  The  notions  de- 
I rtment  had  the  third  and  fifth  floors,  and 
v Spencer  was  given  the  aid  of  forty  clerks. 

1 s position  demanded  great  powers  of  com- 
1 lation,  quick  judgment  and  an  instinctive 
!•  nvledge  of  men.  While  he  was  connected 
' b the  house  it  became  the  leading  one  of 
t ■ kind  in  the  United  States,  and  its  annual 
s es  exceeded  those  of  its  nearest  competitor 
1 several  million  dollars.  The  pressure  of  the 
\ rk  was  too  great  for  Mr.  Spencer’s  health, 

1 vcver,  and  he  became  utterly  prostrated, 
a I was  obliged  to  sever  his  relations  with  the 
h lf»e,  much  against  the  desire  of  the  mem- 
h s of  the  firm,  who  were  willing  to  give  any 
1 e for  recuperation.  But  Mr.  Spencer  felt 
t I recovery  would  he  impossible  so  long  as 
fl  pressure  of  the  position  rested  upon  him, 

I on  January  1,  1868,  he  retired.  In  this 
1 nection  an  article  from  the  New  York  Tri- 
I c is  apropos : 

Mr.  D.  C.  Spencer,  for  many  years  past  tin*  genial 
manager  of  the  fancy  goods  department  of  II. 
j ,l'r  t having  been  compelled  on  account  of  ill 
1 th  to  retire  from  business,  his  late  employes,  headed 


by  his  efficient  successor,  Mr.  James  H.  Day,  presented 
Mr.  Spencer  with  a superb  silver  service  of  the  richest, 
yet  most  chaste  workmanship,  contained  in  a truly  ele- 
gant black  walnut  case,  each  piece  bearing  the  following 
inscription:  "Presented  to  D.  C.  Spencer,  by  his  late 

employes,  on  his  retiring  from  business,  January  1,  1868.” 

Accompanying  the  service  was  a very  handsome 
card,  thirty-six  by  forty  inches,  encased  in  a heavy  gilt 
frame,  on  which  is  a photograph  of  the  house  of  Claflin 
& Company,  and  one  of  each  of, the  donors. 

Warm  words  of  appreciation  and  regret 
at  the  parting  were  spoken  to  Mr.  Spencer.  To 
these  evidences  of  esteem  in  which  he  was  held 
by  the  members  of  the  force  over  which  he  had 
charge,  Mr.  Spencer  replied  in  a characteristic 
letter.  The  event  is  still  remembered  as  a 
touching  termination  of  his  mercantile  career. 

Mr.  Spencer  had  purchased  what  was 
known  as  the  Chalker  farm,  near  the  old  Sav- 
brook  homestead,  and  there  he  settled  with 
the  intention  of  making  this  his  permanent 
home.  He  lived  close  to  the  earth  in  inaugur- 

. o 

ating  and  carrying  out  vast  and  extensive  im- 
provements on  the  old  place.  The  house  was 
greatly  enlarged  and  modernized,  and  the 
swampy  meadows  soon  became  cranberry 
patches,  on  which  he  spent  many  thousands  of 
dollars.  Health  and  energy  returned,  and  Mr. 
Spencer  soon  became  involved  in  large  busi- 
ness deals.  He  was  quick  to  see  the  possibili- 
ties of  the  pleasant  and  beautiful  country 
around  him,  and  bought  on  his  own  account 
one  hundred  acres  near  Guard  House  Point. 
With  John  F.  and  R.  M.  Bushnell  he  bought 
250  acres  of  what  was  known  as  the  Lynde 
farm,  a part  of  the  Fenwick  estate.  This  tract 
was  sold  to  the  Saybrook  Company,  of  which 
he  was  afterward  a director,  and  under  its 
management  became  widely  known  as  an  ideal 
summering  region.  It  was  divided  and  sold 
as  sites  for  summer  cottages.  Mr.  Spencer 
was  much  interested  in  this  work  and  in  the 
erection  of  Fenwick  Hall,  lie  has  taken  a 
leading  part  in  many  local  improvements,  such 
as  the  organization  and  location  of  the  Valiev 
Railroad,  of  which  for  many  years  he  was  one 
of  the  directors  and  auditor. 

Mr.  Spencer  has  never  been  a very  active 
or  aggressive  character  in  political  affairs,  hut 
on  several  occasions  has  been  called  to  import- 
ant and  responsible  positions.  In  1883  he  was 
a representative  in  the  State  Legislature,  and 
again  in  1886,  serving  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  his  constituency.  During 
the  first  session  he  was  chairman  of  the  Li- 
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brary  committee,  and  during  the  second  term 
he  was  on  the  Railroad  committee.  The  rec- 
ognized financial  ability  and  commercial 
knowledge  which  Mr.  Spencer  has  largely  ex- 
hibited in  his  active  business  career  have  been 
influential  in  commending  him  to  many  criti- 
cal and  responsible  positions.  For  many  years 
he  was  a director  in  the  Deep  River  National 
Bank,  and  he  has  filled  the  office  of  auditor  sev- 
eral times. 

Mr.  Spencer  belongs  to  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  while  he  was  living  in  New  York 
he  was  at  various  times  warden,  treasurer  and 
vestryman  of  St.  Timothy’s  Church.  In  Say- 
brook  he  did  much  to  secure  the  erection  of  the 
beautiful  and  stately  edifice  in  which  the  con- 
gregation of  Grace  Episcopal  Church  now 
worships,  and  was  one  of  the  most  generous 
contributors  to  the  building  fund.  In  Say- 
brook  he  has  been  clerk,  treasurer  and  vestry- 
man of  the  church  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
and  is  now  senior  warden.  He  is  a life  mem- 
ber of  the  Connecticut  Humane  Society  and 
of  the  Acton  Library. 

On  October  12,  1851,  Mr.  Spencer  was 
married  to  Miss  Emily  Maria  Stokes,  who  was 
born  November  21,  1831,  in  Westbrook, 

daughter  of  William  Stokes,  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812.  They  became  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  (1)  William  David, 
born  in  1852,  is  now  a practicing  physician. 
(2)  Ella  Maria,  born  in  1856,  married  B.  W. 
Leonard,  and  died  November  7,  1900.  (3) 

Daniel  Stokes,  born  September  2,  i860,  mar- 
ried Mary  E.  Fish,  and  is  the  father  of  one 
child,  Daniel  S.  Fish.  (4)  Grace  Emily,  born 
November  11,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  John 
Clayton  Wood,  of  the  city  of  New  York.  (5) 
George  Jarvis,  born  May  2,  1866,  was  a stu- 
dent at  Yale,  and  died  November  10,  1892. 
(6)  Edmund  Chapman,  born  January  8,  1869, 
married  Florence  T.  Burr,  and  is  the  fa- 
ther of  one  child,  Clayton  Burr.  (7)  Fred- 
erick Clarence,  born  March  27,  1870,  gradu- 
ated at  Yale.  (8)  Harry  Russell,  born  July 
9,  1875,  died  May  5,  1876.  Mrs.  Spencer 
died  October  5,  1895,  leaving  precious  mem- 
ories of  a long  and  beautiful  life. 

GEORGE  L.  TUTTLE  (deceased), 
founder  of  the  Tuttle  Brick  Company,  of  Mid- 
dletown, whose  yards  are  at  Newfield,  Middle- 
sex county,  was  born  in  1822  in  Windsor, 


Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  and  was  a descend,} 
in  the  seventh  generation  of  William  Tuti 
who  came  from  England  in  the  ship  “Plant  i 
in  1635,  landing  in  Boston,  Mass.  There 
remained  until  1638,  when,  with  others, 
settled  at  Quinnipiack,  now  New  Haven.  1 
was  joined  at  Boston  by  his  wife  in  1636.  ' 

(II)  Samuel  Tuttle,  son  of  William,  : 
emigrant,  born  January  9,  1659-60,  was  ml 
ried  in  June,  1684,  to  Sarah  Newman,  dauj 
ter  of  Samuel' Newman,  of  New  Haven,  a 1 
they  joined  the  church  in  New  Haven,  in  16 
He  married  for  his  second  wife,  Abigail,  clans 
ter  of  John  and  Mary  Frost.  Samuel  Tir 
was  a large  landowner.  He  was  a stone  1 
son  by  trade. 

(HI)  Daniel  Tuttle,  son  of  Samuel,  be 
August  23,  1702,  married  April  26,  17] 
Mary  Mansfield,  and  resided  in  New  Haven 

(IV)  Samuel  Tuttle,  son  of  Daniel,  be 
February  12,  1727,  married  May  12,  17  ; 
Sarah  Humison,  who  was  born  September 
1723,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Rr 
Humison,  and  widow  of  Thomas  Turner.  ! 1 
Tuttle  died  November  23,  1784,  in  North  1 1 
veil. 

(V)  Samuel  Tuttle,  born  in  1759,  ni; 

ried  Chloe,  daughter  of  Titus  Todd,  and 
moved  from  North  Haven  to  Middleton 
Conn.  Mr.  Tuttle  was  a soldier  of  the  ReJ 
lution,  and  was  one  of  those  confined  in  : 
“Jersey”  prison  ship.  His  death  occur 
July  9,  1802,  the  result  of  an  accident;  he  J 
from  a load  of  hay,  and  was  run  over  by  | 
cart.  After  his  death  his  widow  returned  | 
North  Haven.  His  children  were:  ( 

Sally,  born  September  15,  1787,  was  man  I 
October  4,  1813,  in  Litchfield,  to  Willi  j 
Way.  (2)  Edward,  was  married  in  Rj 
Haven  to  Sally  Clinton,  and  died  in  Ton 
City,  Utah,  in  July,  1867.  (3)  Lyman  ij- 

born  June  15,  1790.  (4)  Maria  maiy 

Daniel  Todd.  (5)  Samuel,  born  June  J. 
1795,  learned  the  carriage  business  with  Jay 
Brewster  in  New  Haven,  and  for  a numbei 
years  carried  on  a business  for  that  gentler  1 
— nine  years  in  New  Haven.  In  about  n ■ 
Mr.  Tuttle  removed  to  the  State  of  Louisiy 
and  there  died  December  12,  1834.  1 

Titus  T.,  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 
Esther,  born  February  3,  1799-  marr'ec^  Ja  ’ 
Doolittle,  and  resided  in  North  Haven.  1 
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,se  married  Rachel  Bartholomew.  (9) 
] niel. 

(VI)  Lyman  Tuttle,  father  of  George  L., 
s born  June  15,  1790,  in  North  Haven,  and 
en  a young  man  moved  to  Windsor,  where 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick  and  in 
f.ming.  Later  he  removed  to  Newfield  and 
•chased  a brickyard  from  George,  Gaylord 
1 John  Cornwall,  which  yard  he  operated 
il  he  was  obliged  by  rheumatism  to  aban- 
1 active  labor.  His  son,  George  L.,  then 
limed  charge  and  continued  the  business, 
biped  to  pay  off  the  indebtedness,  and  cared 
his  father  in  his  declining  years  and  until 
death,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Ly- 
n Tuttle  married  Martha  Tuttle,  who  was 
n March  7,  1794,  in  Rowe,  Mass.,  daughter 
Judge  Tuttle.  They  resided  in  Hartford, 
this  union  were  born  three  sons  and  four 
ighters:  Luzern,  who  died  in  Kensington, 
in. ; Angeline,  wife  of  Henry  Norton,  liv- 
in  Berlin,  Conn.;  Miss  Julia,  who  also  lives 
Berlin;  George  L. ; Edward  W.,  who  went 
st : Harriet.  Mrs,  Samuel  Bowers,  of  South- 
ton,  Conn. ; and  Jane,  who  married  John 
tleton,  of  Middlefield,  this  county. 

George  L.  Tuttle  lived  in  Windsor  until 
2,  when  he  came  to  Newfield  with  his 
icr.  His  education  was  limited,  as  his  early 
was  spent  in  hard  work,  aiding  to  support 
family,  and  from  the  first  the  bulk  of  the 
'k  in  his  father’s  brickyard  fell  to  his  hands, 
ran  this  business  successfully,  however, 
ding  by  the  old  hand  process,  and,  with  the 
> of  one  or  two  hands,  could  turn  out  about 
>0  brick  per  day.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
ch  occurred  March  10,  1890.  he  was  mak- 
about  1,000,000  brick  annually. 

Deorgc  L.  Tuttle  was  quite  well-to-do  at 
time  of  his  death,  and  his  wealth  was 
lined  through  his  own  industry  and  good 
lagement.  Like  all  progressive  men,  lie 
esteemed  by  his  fellow  citizens  for  his 
gv,  foresight  and  indomitable  enterprise, 
pertinacious  pursuit  of  any  object  he  had 
-iew.  He  was,  moreover,  popular  with 
1,1  public  in  general,  and  as  the  choice  of  the 
incratic  party  served  in  1868  in  the  Gen- 
\ssembly,  in  which  body  lie  was  the  col- 
uc  of  the  late  Michael  Griffin,  of  Middle- 
1. 

Bi.  I tittle  married  Miss  Lydia  Ncttleton, 
dive  oi  Durham,  Conn.,  born  January  8, 
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1831,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Esther  (Bailey) 
Nettleton,  and  to  this  union  were  born  five 
children,  viz. : George  L.,  Willis  W.,  Lilia 

E.,  Wallace  M.  and  Lewis  M. 

George  L.  Tuttle,  now  president  of 
the  Tuttle  Brick  Company,  was  born  May  31, 
1854,  and  married  April  12,  1882,  Miss  Agnes 
A.  Ross,  who  was  born  January  2,  1855, 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  (Steed) 
Ross.  To  this  marriage  have  been  born  five 
children  : Belle  E.,  January  16,  1883;  Ernest 
E.,  February  12,  1884;  Lilia  E.,  July  22,  1885  ! 
Arthur  R.,  February  21,  1887;  and  George 
H.,  January  2,  1889. 

Willis  W.  Tuttle,  a stockholder  in 
the  Tuttle  Brick  Company,  and  foreman  of 
the  yard,  was  born  December  29,  1855,  and 
married  April  2,  1881,  Miss  Catherine  J.  Stone, 
a native  of  New  Haven,  born  June  10,  1859, 
daughter  of  John  H.  and  Julia  A.  (Street 
Stone.  To  this  union  also  five  children  have 
been  born:  Elmer  LeRoy,  October  23,  1885; 
Willis  Harold,  June  26,  1889  (died  suddenly 
August  12,  1891);  Harriet,  October  9,  1892; 
Catherine  S.,  March  17,  1894;  and  Marion 
E.,  December  28,  1896. 

Lilia  E.  Tuttle  was  born  January  13,  1858, 
was  married  October  13,  1881,  to  William  S. 
Bacon,  of  Newfield.  and  is  a mother  of  four 
children,  born  as  follows:  Fannie  E.,  June  6, 

1882  : Clarence  Id.,  September  1,  1883;  Ella 
R.,  May  20,  1893;  and  Frank  W.,  September 
12,  1898. 

Wallace  M.  Tuttle,  general  manager 
and  treasurer  of  the  Tuttle  Brick  Com- 
pany, was  born  July  30,  1862.  and  on  Novem- 
ber 18,  1889,  married  Miss  Jennie  Bassett,  a 
native  of  North  Haven,  Conn.,  born  Novem- 
ber 24,  1870,  daughter  of  Munson  A.  and  Ella 
M.  (Terrell)  Bassett.  Five  children  have  been 
born  of  this  union : Raymond  M..  born  De- 

cember t 2,  1890  (died  July  5,  1891);  Edna 
Luella,  horn  September  23,  1892;  Monroe  W., 
September  5.  1893;  Warren  B.,  November  14, 
1897  (died  January  7,  1898);  and  LeRoy, 
November  14.  1901. 

Lewis  M.  Tutti.e,  secretary  of  the  Tuttle 
Brick  Company,  horn  October  22.  1871, 

graduated  from  Hanmim’s  Business  College, 
of  Hartford.  On  February  13,  1896,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Brizella  Clew,  a native  of  Cork,  Ire- 
land. born  May  15.  1873,  daughter  of  Michael 
and  Katherine  ( Rumlev)  Clew,  and  this  union 
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has  been  graced  with  four  children:  George  B., 
born  January  21,  1897;  Milton  Lewis,  April  1, 
1898  (died  August  2,  1898)  ; Mary  L.  June 
17,  1899;  and  Laura  Isabelle,  April  21,  1901. 

The  Tuttle  Brick  Company,  of  which  the 
late  George  L.  Tuttle  was  the  founder,  in  1842, 
as  has  been  mentioned  above,  was  not  incor- 
porated until  April,  1896,  after  his  death,  and 
is  officered  as  follows : President,  George  L. 

Tuttle;  secretary,  Lewis  M.  Tuttle;  and  treas- 
urer and  general  manager,  Wallace  M.  Tuttle 
— all  children  of  the  deceased  George  L.,  as 
mentioned  in  previous  paragraphs.  All  these 
members  of  the  company  were  reared  to  the 
business  by  their  father,  and  are  practical  in 
all  the  details  of  brick  manufacture.  The 
plant  is  now  the  third  largest  in  the  State,  em- 
ploying about  one  hundred  men,  and  its  out- 
put has  become  famous  for  its  quality  through- 
out a large  extent  of  territory,  near  and  far. 
Since  the  death  of  George  L,  Tuttle  the  capac- 
ity has  increased  to  90,000  per  day  or  about 
14,000,000  brick  per  annum,  and  the  company 
has  furnished  the  brick  for  many  of  the  sub- 
stantial blocks,  public  buildings,  and  residences 
in  Middletown,  in  fact,  most  of  the  brick  used 
in  that  city  come  from  this  well-known  yard. 
The  company  also  ships  brick  very  largely  to 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  The  latest 
appliances  for  the  manufacture  of  pallet,  face 
and  sewer  brick  have  been  established  at  its 
yards,  and  its  equipment  is  of  the  most  modern 
kind.  Business  energy  and  push  have  char- 
acterized the  conduct  of  the  business  since  its 
establishment. 

WILLIAM''  L.  BATES,  the  well  known 
newsdealer  and  town  clerk  of  Chester,  and 
ex-member  of  the  State  Legislature,  is  de- 
scended from  one  of  the  oldest  families  in 
Middlesex  county.  He  was  born  May  9,  1839, 
a son  of  Capt.  Joseph  Wells  and  Mary  (Lane) 
Bates. 

Joseph  Bates,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a ship  carpenter  and  resided  in  Had- 
dam  at  a time  when  ship-building  was  carried 
on  quite  extensively,  and  he  followed  that 
trade  all  his  life.  His  death  occurred  in  Had- 
dam  when  he  was  nearly  ninety  years  of  age. 
He  married  Haney  Wells,  who  preceded  him 
into  the  unknown  world.  To  them  were  born 
three  children : Epaphroditus,  who  married 

Betsey  Southworth,  of  Deep  River,  was  a ves- 


sel captain  and  sailed  his  boat,  “Yonkers,”  It 
tween  points  along  the  Connecticut  river  a i 
New;  York  for  many  years,  but  later  retire | ! 
residing  for  a time  in  Deep  River,  and  lie  dij 
at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  in  Bridgepo 
Conn.;  Capt.  Joseph  Wells;  and  Haney  Ar  , 
who  married  a man  by  the  name  of  Min 
and  lived  at  Haddam. 

Captain  Joseph  Wells  Bates,  father  of  0 
subject,  was  born  in  1806,  in  Haddam,  whet 
his  early  life  was  spent.  His  education  w ’ 
received  in  Ihe  district  schools,  and  from 
Rev.  Mills,  a Congregational  minister,  w i 
had  a class  that  recited  to  him  at  his  hon  I 
Captain  Bates  left  home  while  yet  young  i 
become  a sailor,  and  when  but  sixteen,  w' 
captain  of  a good-sized  freighting  craft,  whi 
ran  between  Connecticut  river  points  and  Nr 
A ork,  Philadelphia  and  Boston,  towing  stoi 
the  greater  portion  of  which  came  from  t 
Portland,  Conn.,  quarries.  Later,  he  own 
the  vessels  of  which  he  was  master,  some 
which  were  built  for  him  in  Chester,  amo 
them  being  the  “Cashier.”  Other  vessels 
which  he  was  master  were : “Emerald,”  1 

tons;  “Vermont,”  “Exit,”  “Emily,”  “Em 
2d,”  “Mountain  Home,”  and  the  “Enterprise 1 
For  fifty  years  this  sturdy  old  captain  engagf 
in  the  coasting  trade,  but  he  retired  about  18' 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  at  the  hoi 
of  our  subject,  where  he  died  on  December  ; 
1897,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one,  and  he 
buried  at  Deep  River.  Captain  Bates  was  ve 
well  known  among  the  river  men,  who 


speak  of  him  in  the  highest  terms.  In  persoi 
appearance  he  was  very  striking,  having  be 
six  feet  in  height,  of  a powerful  build  and  c 
traordinary  strong  when  in  his  prime:  di 
mg'  his  long  life  he  never  knew  a day  of  sic 
ness.  In  politics  Captain  Bates  was  a star 
| Republican,  and  he  took  a deep  interest  in  t 
success  of  his  party ; although  never  wishn 
to  hold  office,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  ser 
one  term  in  the  State  Legislature  from  Ch 
ter.  Among  the  pastimes  of  this  genial  ( 
man  was  whist,  and  so  foncl  of  it  was  he  tl 
he  would  go  long  distances  to  have  an  opp< 
trinity  of  playing'.  Having  been  so  povvei 
himself,  he  greatly  admired  all  kinds  of  at 
letic  sports,  particularly  base  ball,  and  his  ple< 
ant  face  was  always  seen  at  every  game 
Chester.  Another  game  in  which  he  to 
particular  interest  was  quoits,  and  at  the  a 
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iighty-eight  he  won  a game  at  a public 
lering.  The  last  months  of  his  life  were 
ie  painful  by  an  accident  occurring  in  boy- 
1,  which  injured  his  knee.  This  did  not 
him  any  trouble  until  within  a year  of  his 
h,  when  it  became  painful  and  rendered  it 
tissible  for  him  to  walk  without  assistance, 
m he  desired  to  go  to  his  favorite  resting 
e at  Chester  Cove,  he  would  make  his  way 
1 his  home,  about  half  a mile  distant,  by  the 
of  a chair,  which  he  would  push  in  front 
im.  For  his  many  noble  traits  of  charac- 
is  well  as  on  account  of  his  genial  manner, 
ain  Bates  was  loved  and  respected  by  all, 
no  one  has  ever  been  held  in  higher  es- 
1.  While  not  a member  of  any  religious 
♦mination,  he  was  a regular  attendant  at 
services  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
was  a familiar  figure  on  the  streets  of 
>ter.  When  he  died  his  loss  was  felt  by 
His  wife,  Mary  (Lane),  was  a native  of 
ter,  a daughter  of  Arthur  and  Mercv 
pman)  Lane,  and  died  in  April,  1884.  To 
ain  and  Mirs.  Bates  were  born  four  chil- 
: Arthur  L.,  who  died  in  Deep  River, 

a farmer,  and  for  many  years  served  as 
or  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  that 
; Cephas  died  young;  William  L. ; Carl- 
born  beliruaryA,  1848,  is  a manufacturer 
hester,  and  married  Orilla  Canfield,  by 
n he  has  five  children,  Hamilton  C.,  Grace 
lelen  M.,  Florence  and  Maud  E. 

Villiam  L.  Bates  received  his  early  edu- 
1 in  the  district  schools  of  Chester,  after 
1 he  attended  a select  school  in  Deep 
',  kept  by  the  Misses  Clark,  a good  school 
hose  times.  When  but  fourteen  he  we"' 
the  water,  attending  school  only  in  the 
r,  and  continued  thus  until  he  was  twenty- 
II  is  first  employment  was  given  him  by 
filler,  and  he  acted  as  cook,  then  after 
years  was  promoted  to  fore-mast  hand, 
quarter  mate  and  finally  became  mate, 
uiing  as  such  for  his  father,  until  the  lat- 
retirement,  about  j88o.  At  this  time, 
in  Bates  was  in  command  of  the  “Enter- 
a sloop  of  sixty  tons,  carrying  a crew 
itr  men.  lo  this  command  our  subject 
■(led,  and  continued  in  same  until  the 
was  sold  about  a year  later,  Captain 
being  one-fourth  owner. 

1 that  time  William  L.  Bates  purchased 
tain's  share  in  the  “Frederick  Hall,"  a 


vessel  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  and  ran 
her  about  two  years,  carrying  stone  from  Port- 
land, Conn.,  b>  coast  cities  and  bringing  back- 
various  kinds  of  merchandise.  About  this 
time  Air.  Bates  left  the  water  and  accepted 
the  position  of  agent  of  the  Valley  railroad,  at 
Chester,  which  was  then  being  built,  serving 
as  the  first  agent  at  that  place,  and  selling- 
tickets  before  the  depot  was  completed.  In 
conjunction  with  this  position,  Mr.  Bates  hired 
the  steamboat  wharf,  and  was  agent  at  Ches- 
ter for  the  New  York  & Hartford  line  of 
steamers,  but  soon  was  obliged  to  give  up  the 
latter  on  account  of  the  vast  amount  of  labor 
entailed.  Soon  after  this  Mr.  Bates  resigned 
his  position  with  the  railroad  company,  and  in- 
company with  his  brother,  C.  J.  Bates,  his  un- 
cle, J.  S.  Lane,  and  the  latter's  son,  Arthur., 
purchased  equal  interests  in  the  “Hannah 
Chave,”  which  was  owned  at  Portland,  by 
Shader  & Hall.  Mr.  Bates  ran  this  vessel  for 
several  years  until  it  sunk  off  Cornfield  Point,, 
near  Saybrook,  loaded  with  coal  for  Deep  Riv- 
er parties,  and  as  the  vessel  was  uninsured  it 
was  a total  loss.  After  this  Mr.  Bates  ran  a 
small  sloop  called  the  “Independent."  which 
was  about  forty  feet  long,  and  used  as  an  ex- 
cursion boat  from  the  Connecticut  river  points 
to  the  Long  Island  Sound  resorts.  In 
1890,  under  the  administration  of  President 
Harrison,  Mr.  Bates  was  appointed  postmaster 
at  Chester,  which  office  he  held  a little  over 
four  years.  During  this  time  Mr.  Bates  added 
a news-stand,  and  his  business  has  grown  to 
such  proportions  that  he  now  carries  a full 
line  of  stationery,  hooks,  stationer’s  supplies, 
notions,  the  leading'  daily  and  weekly  papers* 
periodicals,  holiday  goods  and  bicycle  sundries. 

On  November  1,  1864,  Mr.  Bates  was  mar- 
ried in  Chester,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Mariette  P. 
Newton,  a daughter  of  Alfred  and  Ermina 
(Clark)  Newton,  the  former  a manufacturer 
of  that  city,  who  died  in  Meriden  Mav  j(>, 
1847;  Mrs.  Newton  died  in  Chester.  January 
31,  1873.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bates  have 
been  born  four  children:  Man  E.,  born 

April  26,  1868,  married  Robert  Silliman, 
and'  is  living  in  Hartford;  Joseph  \Y.  died 
in  infancy;  Carlton  N.  is  at  home;  and 
Frank  Eastman  is  deceased.  In  politics 
Mr.  Bates  is  a stanch  Republican  and 
as  a member  of  the  Legislature  of  1889 
served  on  the  committee  on  Humane  Institu* 


268  COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


tiojis.  In  1899  he  was  elected  town  clerk, 
which  office  he  still  occupies,  and  is  the  fourth 
clerk  since  1836.  Fraternally.  Mr.  Bates  is  a 
member  of  Trinity  Lodge,  No.  43,  F.  & A. 
M.,  of  Deep  River,  having  joined  in  1869,  and 
he  is  also  a member  of  Burning  Bush  Chapter. 
Mrs.  Bates  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  is  greatly  interested  in  the  work 
and  prosperity  of  St.  Luke’s  Mission,  of  Ches- 
ter. Mr.  Bates  is  not  a member  of  any  church 
but  aids  his  wife  in  the  same  mission,  and  also 
at  times  attends  the  Congregational  Church 
and  contributes  to  both  societies.  Their  pleas- 
ant home  was  erected  by  Mr.  Bates  and  is  sup- 
plied with  all  improvements  and  conveniences 
Pleasant  and  agreeable  in  manner,  Mr.  Bates 
has  made  many  friends  for  himself,  and  is  de- 
servedly one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  Mid- 
dlesex county. 

CHARLES  A.  NEWELL.  When,  after 
years  of  long  and  earnest  labor  in  some  hon- 
orable field  of  business,  a man  puts  aside  all 
cares  to  spend  his  remaining  days  in  the  en- 
joyment of  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil,  he 
certainly  reaps  the  well-deserved  reward  of 
his  former  industry. 

How  blest  is  he  who  crowns  in  shades  like  these, 

A youth  of  labor  with  an  age  of  ease. 

wrote  the  poet,  and  the  world  everywhere  rec- 
ognizes the  justice  of  a season  of  rest  follow- 
ing an  active  period  of  business  life.  Mr. 
Newell  is  one  of  the  most  venerable  and  highly 
respected  citizens  of  Middletown.  He  and  his 
esteemed  wife  have  learned  the  art  of  “grow- 
ing old  gracefully,”  and  though  both  are  ap- 
proaching the  eighty-ninth  milestone  in  life’s 
journey  their  faculties  are  unimpaired  and  so 
well  preserved  that  they  attend  to  every  duty 
that  a quarter  of  a century  ago  was  theirs. 
Their  married  life  extends  through  a period  of 
nearly  seventy  years — a remarkable  period  of 
matrimonial  blessedness,  which,  as  statistics 
show,  falls  to  but  one  couple  in  a million. 

Mr.  Newell  is  of  French  extraction.  His 
grandfather  was  a Frenchman,  born  near  Paris 
about  1748,  and  came  to  this  country  with 
Count  d’  Estaing,  during  the  Revolution,  as 
a musician.  He  settled  in  Wilton,  Conn., 
where  he  afterward  lived.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, both  times  in  this  country,  and  died  about 


1849.  His  only  son  was  Isaac,  father  of  ou ! 
subject.  j 

Isaac  Newell  was  born  at  Wilton  May  19; 
1789,  and  when  a young  man  worked  in  th 
armory  at  Whitneyville,  spending  some  fiftee 
years  in  that  famous  center.  His  death  oc  [ 
curred  September  12,  1864.  He  was  a pros  | 
perous  and  well-to-do  man,  and  had  a large  ir 
terest  in  the  Sanseer  Manufacturing  Compan  1 
at  Middletown,  where  he  worked  as  a machirj, 
ist  for  a number  of  years.  Politically  he  war 
a Republican,  and  fraternally  a Mason,  bein 
a member  of  a lodge  in  New  Haven.  Hews, 
a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Middl< 1 
town.  In  Whitneyville  he  married  Melind 
Johnson,  who  was  born  May  24,  1785,  in  0> 
ford,  Conn.,  and  died  February  9,  1870.  Bot 
she  and  her  husband  are  buried  in  Farm  Hi 
cemetery.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  fo 
lowing  children:  (1)  Isaac  Edwin,  born  a 
Oxford,  Conn.,  May  12,  1810,  learned  til 
trade  of  machinist  at  the  Sanseer  factory;  1; 
was  married,  but  had  no  children,  and  died  ; i 
New  Haven,  September  11,  1838.  (2)  Frar  [ 

cis  Z.,  born  at  Whitneyville,  Conn.,  Februar' 
6,  1812,  married  Harriet  Gilbert,  of  Middltl 
town.  He  learned  the  blacksmith  trade  in  Micf 
dletown,  where  he  died  in  1898,  leaving  ' 
family,  among  whom  was  Charles  R.  Newel ; 
of  Middletown.  (3)  Charles  A.  was  boil 
January  29,  1814.  (4)  Caroline  M.,  bor ; 

March  3,  1819,  married  Warren  Prior  an  | 
lives  in  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  where  her  daughtej 
Harriet,  married  Rev.  Charles  W.  Miliary 
who  graduated  from  Wesleyan  University  m 
1867,  and  is  the  presiding  elder  of  the  Ne: 
York  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  j 
Charles  A.  Newell,  whose  name  introduce 
this  review,  was  born  January  29,  1814,  : 
Whitneyville,  near  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  h 
was  ten  years  old  when  his  parents  located 
Middletown.  While  he  was  but  a boy,  livid 
at  Whitneyville,  coming  home  from  school  01 
winter’s  day,  the  great  inventor,  Eli  Whitne 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  came  along  in  b 
sleigh,  and,  taking  young  Newell  into  the  co 
veyance,  engaged  in  conversation.  This  is 'i 
cherished  incident  in  the  career  of  Mr.  Newe 
The  family  located  at  South  Farms  in  Middl? 
town,  and  Charles  lived  with  Ebenezer  Mar 
ham,  and,  while  an  inmate  of  his  home,  ? 
tended  the  Johnson  Lane  District  school  f 
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t o winter  terms.  In  the  spring  of  1828  he 
nt  to  work  for  the  Sanseer  Manufacturing 
at  a salary  the  first  year,  of  thirty  dollars, 
\ his  board.  This  was  increased  the  second 
ir  by  five  dollars.  There  he  worked  five 
irs,  and  then  went  to  New  Hartford,  where 
worked  for  a short  time.  For  the  next 
en  years  he  worked  in  various  towns,  and 
de  a long  stay  at  New  Haven.  He  came 
>m  that  city  to  Middletown,  and  here  be- 
ne interested  in  the  Sanseer  Company,  which 
s then  branching  out  in  several  new  enter- 
ses.  He  had  charge  of  a department,  and 
ained  his  interest  in  the  factory  for  ten 
irs,  though  he  put  in  only  the  first  five  years 
that  time  in  active  work  in  the  enterprise, 
preferred  to  go  into  business  for  himself 
the  furniture  line,  which  he  accordingly  did 
1 room  under  the  Universalist  Church,  with 
Cigen  Utley  as  his  partner,  under  the  firm 
ne  of  C.  A.  Newell  & Co.  After  eight  years 
Newell  sold  his  interest,  and  for  twenty 
rs  was  a popular  and  successful  auctioneer 
1 real-estate  agent.  He  was  three  years  in  the 
ddletown  post  office,  when  Bartlett  Bent  was 
tmaster.  Jn  1897  he  gave  up  active  busi- 
s,  and  since  that  time  has  lived  retired. 

On  November  25,  1832,  Mr.  Newell  and 
-s  Almira  Penfield  were  married  in  Port- 
d.  She  was  born  in  what  is  now  Portland, 
gust  11,  1813,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
die  Penfield.  The  following  children  have 
n born  to  this  union:  (1)  Francis  A.,  mar- 
1 Henry  J.  Stancliff,  and  lives  in  Hartford; 
only  daughter,  Addie,  married  J.  H.  Hale, 
South  Glastonbury,  and  their  son,  Stan- 
f,  married  Ida  Lee,  of  East  Granby,  Conn.; 

their  child,  Mary  Lee,  horn  in  December, 
o,  is  the  great-great-grandchild  of  our  sub- 
(2)  Jennie  A.  is  the  widow  of  J.  G. 
nett,  and  lives  in  Middletown. 

Mr.  Newell  cast  his  first  vote  in  1835,  and 
originally  a Democrat.  However,  he 
aged  and  voted  for  William  Henry  Harri- 
, and  has  been  a Whig  and  Republican  since 
time.  He  has  been  a councilman,  and  has 
ed  as  collector  of  taxes  in  Middletown. 


DEACON  FRANKLIN  BAYNE  (de- 
wed) was  born  in  Portland  June  22,  1816, 

1 died  March  10,  1899.  His  ancestors  were 
” tanch  old  Puritan  stock,  and  for  22!)  years 
'i  e been  residents  of  Portland,  formerly  Mid- 


dletown, Conn.,  John  Payne,  the  founder  of 
this  branch  of  the  family,  having  located  here 
in  1676.  On  the  paternal  side  the  Deacon  was, 
through  his  grandmother,  descended  from 
Giles  Hamlin,  a settler  in  Middletown  in  1650. 
On  the  maternal  side,  his  mother,  Orilla  Shep- 
ard, was  a descendant  of  Edward  Shepard, 
who  came  to  Middletown  in  1687.  The  ge- 
nealogical line  is  given  in  the  sketch  of  Silas 
Payne,  elsewhere. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  Mr.  Payne  mar- 
ried (first)  Almira  A.  Pelton,  and  went  to  live 
at  once  on  the  farm!  where  he  continued 
through  life.  The  old  brick  house  which  was 
then  on  the  place  he  afterward  remodeled  and 
added  to,  and  this  was  his  pleasant  and  hos- 
pitable home.  The  farm  was  called  the  “Uf- 
ford  Place,”  having  been  formerly  owned  by 
Eliakim  Ufforcl,  who  now  lies  buried  in  the 
old  homestead  yard,  just  south  of  the  house. 

With  the  strength  and  ambition  of  youth, 
Mr.  Payne  went  to  work  to  pay  for  the  farm 
purchased  of  his  father;  and  from  time  to 
time  he  added  to  his  acreage,  until  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  and  even  when  in  middle  life,  he 
was  one  of  the  largest  landholders  in  Portland. 
Fie  was  very  successful  in  his  fanning  opera- 
tions, selling  large  quantities  of  produce  from 
which  good  profits  were  realized.  In  early  life 
he  began  raising  peaches,  which  many  thought 
impossible  to  grow  to  advantage,  and  for  a pe- 
riod of  years  was  the  largest  grower  of  this 
excellent  fruit  in  New  England.  As  he  was 
strictly  honest,  his  customers  had  confidence 
in  him  and  his  hired  help,  several  of  whom  re- 
mained in  his  employ  for  a long  term  of  years, 
respected  and  loved  him. 

Deacon  Payne  united  with  the  Congrega- 
i tional  Church  when  quite  young,  and  was  cho- 
sen deacon  after  the  new  church  was  erected, 
on  February  7,  1851,  which  office  he  held  to  the 
i time  of  his  death.  He  occupied  the  same  scat 
in  church  from  the  time  of  its  erection  to  the 
time  of  his  decease.  He  was  an  earnest  laitli- 
[ ful  Christian,  regularly  attending  the  services 
of  the  church,  and  aiding  largely  in  its  benev- 
olences,  and  in  all  the  daily  walks  of  lite  he  ex- 
emplified the  religion  he  professed.  His  Chris- 
tian life  was,  however,  unassuming,  though  in- 
telligent, thorough-going  and  equable.  1 1 is 
generosity  met  the  claims  of  the  local  church 
and  the  denominational  boards  with  personal 
service  as  well  as  with  his  means.  In  disposi- 
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tion  Mr.  Payne  was  modest  and  retiring-,  never 
.seeking  political  or  other  offices,  but  discharg- 
ing faithfully  the  duties  of  those  placed  in  his 
care.  Though  he  had  learned  his  ways  of 
thinking  wlith  the  able  men  of  other  days,  he 
was,  nevertheless,  heartily  willing  that  Chris- 
tian methods  should  be  used,  as  suited  a newer 
age,  with  different  demands. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  in  1881 , 
Mr.  Payne  married  (second)  E.  Elizabeth 
Wilcox,  who  still  survives  him.  Two  children 
also  survive — Mrs.  William  E.  Craig,  of  Dan- 
bury, Conn.,  and  Lyman  Payne,  a music  dealer 
in  Middletown.  In  the  death  of  Deacon 
Payne  Portland  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens, 
and  the  church  one  of  its  most  faithful  and 
honored  members. 

FREDERICK  BREWER,  deceased.  The 
name  of  Brewer  is  an  old  and  honored  one 
in  the  commercial  history  of  Middletown,  Mid- 
dlesex county,  and  to-day  it  is  borne  by  the 
proprietor  and  manager  of  the  largest  exclu- 
sive dry-goods  house  in  the  city,  a man  whose 
commercial  integrity  has  been  unquestioned 
throughout  his  business  life.  This  house  has 
had  an  existence  of  over  sixty  years,  having 
been  founded  in  1840  by  the  man  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch,  and  since  his  death  it  has 
been  conducted  by  his  family. 

Frederick  Brewer  was  one  of  the  represen- 
tative business  men  of  his  time,  and  a most  suc- 
cessful one.  He  devoted  a constant  and  unre- 
mitting attention  to  his  own  affairs,  his  busi- 
ness and  his  home  absorbing  his  life.  He  was 
in  the  seventh  generation  from  Daniel  Brew- 
er, his  ancestral  line  being  from  Daniel  through 
Daniel,  Rev.  Daniel,  Charles,  George  and 
Capt.  Charles. 

(I)  Daniel  Brewer,  the  emigrant  ancestor 
of  the  family  in  America,  was  born  in  London, 
England,  and  came  from  that  city  in  the 
schooner  “Lion,”  arriving  at  Boston,  Mass., 
in  September,  1632.  He  brought  with  him 
his  wife  Joanna  and  several  servants,  and  in 
1638  his  household  consisted  of  nine  people. 
His  will  was  dated  January  12,  1647,  and  the 
inventory  of  his  estate  was  dated  May  12, 
1647,  so  that  it  is  presumed  he  died  about  that 
time.  Joanna  Brewer  lived  until  1688,  and 
was  eighty-seven  years  of  age  at  her  death. 

(II)  Daniel  Brewer,  son  of  Daniel,  the 
•emigrant,  was  born  in  England  in  1624,  and 


I 

married  Hannah  Morrell  November  5,  165 
She  was  born  September  12,  1636,  daughter  o 
Isaac  Morrell,  of  Roxbury.  Mr.  Brewer  diet 
in  September,  1708,  and  his  wife  in  171 ; 
They  had  three  children. 

(III)  Rev.  Daniel  Brewer  was  born  Fe  j 
ruary  7,  1668,  and  joined  the  church  at  Ro: 
bury  April  20,  1684.  He  graduated  'froi 
Harvard  three  years  later,  and  was  ordaine 
May  16,  1694.  He  was  the  third  minister  <1 
the  First  Church  at  Springfield,  Mass,  ,C : 
August  23,  1699,  he  married  Katherine  Chau 
cey,  who  was  born  January  12,  1676,  daugl 
ter  of  Rev.  Nathaniel  Chauncey.  Rev.  M , 
Brewer  died  November  5,  1 733,  in  the  fortiel 1 
year  of  his  ministry.  His  wife  died  May  1 
1754.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight  children 

( IV ) Charles  Brewer,  son  of  Rev.  Danif 
was  born  December  14,  1717,  and  marrif 
Anne  Breck,  daughter  of  Rev.  Robert  Brec 
of  Marlboro,  Mass.  He  died  M'ay  12,  179! 
and  his  wife  died  March  24,  1798.  They  hr? 
four  children. 

(V)  George  Brewer,  third  son  of  Charle  1 

was  born  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  in  1747.  I 
married  Naomi  Woolworth,  daughter  c 
Richard  Woolworth,  of  Long  Meadow,  ar 
died  at  Pompey,  N.  Y.,  May  18,  1827.  N 
omi,  his  wife,  died  November  8,  1821.  Tlx 
had  nine  children.  - 1 

(VI)  Capt.  Charles  Brewer,  second  son  <: 
George  was  born  in  Springfield,  Mdss.,  Mart 
24,  1778,  and  removed  to  Middletown,  on  a 
tabling  his  majority.  He  was  a silversmit 
and  for  fifty-nine  years  was  a manufacturii 
and  merchant  jeweler,  being  a successful  ar 
a leading  merchant  of  his  time.  He  was  a ca  | 
tain  in  the  old  militia  for  many  years,  and  w f 
known  as  “Capt.”  Charles  Brewer.  With  I 
son-in-law,  Edwin  Steams,  he  gave  the  rei 
estate  for  and  was  instrumental  in  the 'buildii 
of  the  Universalist  Church  at  Middletow  j 
Fraternally  he  was  a member  of  St.  John1 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  some  of  his  silvj 
work  was  used  for  many  years  in  that  lodg: 
Capt.  Brewer  built  the  family  home  on  1 1 
corner  of  Pearl  and  Court  streets,  as  well 
the  two  houses  south  of  it,  on  the  east  side  , 
Pearl  street.  He  was  married  February  i| 
1801,  to  Hannah,  daughter  of  Barakiah  Fai, 
banks.  She  was  born  September  28,  I777>  31 
died  May  24,  1855.  Capt.  Brewer  died  Mi 
10,  i860.  They  were  the  parents  of  a nunx 
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imily  of  children,  of  whom  ( 1 ) Charles 
merchant  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where 
ts  a leading  jeweler  of  his  day.  He  died 
-nber  6,  1837.  He  had  bright  prospects, 
leorge,  born  May  9,  1803,  married  Mary 
s,  January  1,  1829.  She  was  a daughter 
muel  and  Mary  Harris,  of  Middletown, 
vdwin,  horn  April  17,  1805,  was  married 
1,  1830,  to  Elizabeth  Warner,  daughter 
omon  Warner,  of  Berlin,  Conn.,  and  they 
wo  children.  (4)  Henry  B.,  born  May 
-yy,  married  Eliza  Bridgman  November 
’>41,  and  they  had  four  children;  she  was 
ghter  of  Samuel  Bridgman,  of  Middle- 
(5)  Maria,  born  June  27,  1809,  mar- 
ion.  Edwin  Stearns  April  17,  1828.  (6) 

rick,  born  December  26,  1811.  is  the 
t of  this  writing.  (7)  William,  born  Sep- 
r 17,  1814,  died  October  24,  1821.  (8) 

el,  born  September  20,  1816,  died  Octo- 
C of  the  same  year.  (9)  Samuel  (2), 
September  10,  1818,  married  Lucy  Dan- 
daughter  of  John  and  Lydia  Danforth, 
nber  27,  184G.  She  died  September  17, 
leaving  one  child,  and  he  married  for  his 
1 wife  Susan  Baldwin,  on  April  22,  1851. 
•as  the  daughter  of  William  B.  and 
■tte  Baldwin,  of  New  Haven, 
ederick  Brewer  was  born  on  what  was 
’arsonage  street,  in  a house  that  stood  on 
ith  side  of  that  street,  between  Main  and 
streets.  He  attended  the  schools  of 
y,  was  a pupil  of  Mr.  Garfield  at  one 
tnd  also  attended  Partridge’s  Military 
ny.  When  a young  man  he  went  South 
ipany  with  several  others,  and  for  sev- 
ars  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  bus- 
Vicksburg,  Miss.  Returning  to  Mid- 
in the  latter  ’thirties,  he  began  that 
ul  business  career  which  lasted  through 
I le  embarked  in  business  in  company 
-lh.ott  Bradley,  but  the  partnership  did 
ig  endure,  as  Mr.  Brewer  soon  bought 
adley  out.  Mr.  Brewer  became  noted 
iccessful  business  man,  and  won  a rep- 
or  unswerving  integrity  that  he  never 
lie  took  an  active  part  in  the  working 
old  militia  organization  of  the  State, 
is  commissioned  adjutant  of  the  Sixth 
Regiment. 

• brewer  and  Miss  Clarissa  Malvina 
were  married  September  it),  1844.  in 
"in  v,  Conn.  Mrs.  Brewer  was  born  De- 


cember 15,  1824,  in  CTtica,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of 
Marshfield  P.  and  Betsy  (Sherman)  Mather, 
and  a member  in  the  ninth  generation  of  that 
old  and  prominent  family  in  this  country. 
Though  a native  of  New  York  she  spent  the 
greater  part  of  her  early  life  in  the  town  of 
Woodbury,  where  her  parents  had  located  after 
leaving  Nfew  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brewer  had 
the  following  children : Frederick  Sherman, 

bom  January  1,  1846,  died  December  18,  1847. 
Clara  Maria,  born  November  1,  1847,  died 
May  12,  1852.  Frederick,  born  July  24,  1849, 
lives  at  Springfield,  Mass.  Mary,  born  May 
21,  1851,  married  Frederick  B.  Chaffee  De- 
cember 20,  1883;  Mr.  Chaffee  is  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Farmers  & Mechanics  Savings 
Bank  of  Middletown.  An  infant  son  died 
May  13,  1853.  Thomas  B.,  born  May  27, 
1854,  died  March  20,  1856.  William  B.,  the 
youngest,  is  mentioned  below. 

Frederick  Brewer  was  a Democrat,  but 
would  never  consent  to  run  for  any  office.  His 
life  was  an  active  one,  and  his  death  was  lit- 
erally caused  by  the  wearing  out  of  the  vital 
machinery  by  hard  work.  He  died  Decem- 
ber 19,  1885,  and  his  wife  survived  him  until 
September  19,  1890.  Both  are  buried  in  In- 
dian Hill  cemetery.  In  his  religious  views  Mr. 
Brewer  was  a Universalist,  and  he  was  rec- 
ognized in  the  community  as  a kind  neighbor, 
a good  friend  and  an  honest  citizen.  As  a 
husband  and  a father  he  was  all  that  reason 
could  expect  or  love  desire. 

William  B.  Brewer  was  born  Novem- 
ber 15,  1856.  Fie  attended  the  Middletown 
schools  and  Dean  Academy,  at  Franklin, 
Mass.,  and  has  been  in  the  store,  of  which  he 
is  now  the  head,  since  he  was  a young  man, 
and  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  every  line  of 
his  business.  He  is  a member  of  the  Middle- 
town  Board  of  Trade,  and  of  the  Middletown 
Club.  He  married  Miss  Grace  Arnold,  of  Mid- 
1 dletown,  a daughter  of  Charles  G.  and  Bet- 
sey (Smith)  Arnold,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Charles  Frederick  Arnold,  born  November  27, 
1894.  Mrs.  Brewer  is  a member  of  Wads- 
j worth  Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 

HENRY  V ALETTE  BARTON,  a well 
J known  citizen  of  Fast  1 lampton,  Conn.,  he- 
1 longs  to  one  of  the  old  and  highly  respected 
families  of  this  State.  llis  paternal  grand- 
father was  William  Barton,  who  was  married 
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in  Windsor,  Conn.,  February  14,  1790,  to 

Clarissa  Betts. 

Hiram  Barton,  son  of  William  and  father 
of  Henry  V.,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Bloom- 
held,  January  20,  1799,  and  died  October  22, 
1878.  On  September  11,  1825,  he  married 
Lois  L.  Watrous,  daughter  of  John  Watrous. 
She  was  born  September  5,  1805,  and  died 
January  23,  1882.  This  worthy  couple  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  Henry 

V.  is  the  youngest.  The  others  were  Sarah 
Ann,  who  was  born  July  7,  1828,  and  married 
Orlando*  Clark,  of  Montreal,  Canada ; Will- 
iam, deceased,  who  was  born  February  8,  1830, 
and  married  Annette  Watrous;  and  John  Wat- 
rous, who  was  born  May  11,  1835,  and  married 
Victoria  Gates. 

Henry  V.  Barton  was  born  in  East  Hamp- 
ton, May  2,  1837,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  that  town  and  at 
Chase’s  Institute  in  Middletown.  When  a 
young  man  he  learned  bell-making  with  his 
father,  and  has  devoted  his  life  to  that  occupa-' 
tion.  In  1856  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jose- 
phine Hills,  a daughter  of  Gilbert  and  Hannah 
(Strong)  Hihs,  and  a granddaughter  of  David, 
and  Polly  (Welch)  Hills.  Polly  Welch  was  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  IWilliam  and  Deborah  ( Jew- 
ett) Welch,  while  her  husband  was  a son  of 
John  and  Mindwell  (Wright)  Hills.  John 
Hills  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  died  of  smallpox  while  in  the  service. 

Gilbert  Hills,  father  of  Mrs.  Barton,  was 
born  March  27,  1799,  and  was  married,  Jan- 
uary 29,  1823,  to  Hannah  Strong,  a daughter 
of  Adonijah  Strong.  By  this  union  were  born 
the  following  children : G.  Minor,  born  Feb- 

ruary 8,  1824,  married  first  Ellen  Shaffer  and 
second  Martha  Miller ; Emily,  born  March  28 , 
1825,  is  the  wife  of  J.  Jerome  Niles,  of  East 
Hampton;  Elizabeth,  born  December  24,  1826, 
married  first  P.  J.  Albright  and  second  George 

W.  Cone,  and  died  June  16,  1S99;  Frank, 
born  June  15,  1829,  married  (first)  Anna 

Williams  and  (second)  Nancy •,  and  is 

now  a resident  of  Cedarvale,  Kan. ; he  was  a 
soldier  of  both  the  Mexican  and  Civil  wars, 
and  was  promoted  to*  colonel  in  the  latter; 
Josephine,  born  March  24,  1831,  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years;  Hannah,  born  June  23, 
1833,  married  A.  H.  Markham  and  died  Jan- 
uary 9,  1881  ; Socrates,  born  May  26,  1836, 'is 
a resident  of  Durango,  Colo. ; Josephine,  born 


February  6,  1840,  is  the  wife  of  H.  V.  Bai  1; 
Thadeus  N.,  born  July  6,  1842,  died  Decei  j 
24,  1844;  Osmer,  born  January  9,  1845, 
resident  of  Durango,  Colo.;  and  Lucy 
born  July  30,  1849,  died  at  the  age  of 
year. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barton  had  three  chili  11, 
whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  were  as  >1- 
lows  : Gertrude,  October  6,  1861 ; Maud,  n- 
uary  22,  1869  ; and  Lois,  August  22,  1870.  [lie 
oldest  child  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  year: 1 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Barton  enl  ed 
in  1862  for  nine  months’  service  in  Com  av 
C,  Twenty -fourth  Connecticut  Volunteein- 
fantry,  but  remained  in  the  service  thi  en 
months.  Flis  duties  were  such  that  he  dic.ot 
take  part  in  any  actual  engagement  thoug  he 
was  present  at  the  capture  of  Port  Huf  hi. 
Politically  he  is  a radical  Republican,  ad 
served  as  deputy  sheriff  of  Middlesex  cc  ity 
two  years  under  John  S.  Hutchinson,  ie 
was  constable  in  the  town  of  Chatham  si:  en 
years,  deputy  of  the  Humane  Society,  anc  as 
also  connected  with  a branch  of  Pinker  i s 
detective  agency.  Mr.  Barton  is  now  an  >11- 
orecl  member  of  Mansfield  Post,  No.  5,  G. 
A.  R.,  of  Middletown,  while  his  wife  f a 
member  of  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps  an  cho 
Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union, 
she  and  her  daughters  are  connected  wit 
Congregational  Church.  The  family  is1 
of  considerable  prominence  in  the  comm 
where  they  reside. 

MERRITT  S.  BROOKS.  Among 
well-known  citizens  who  have  retired  fro 
active  career  in  the  industrial  life  of  Ch 
Conn.,  where  his  family  is  an  old  and  phi* 
nent  one,  is  Merritt  S.  Brooks. 

Simeon  Brooks,  Sr.,  his  grandfather  j«s 
born  near  Cedar  Lake,  in  Saybrook,  low 
Chester,  in  1740,  and  became  a farmer  bj oc- 
cupation. He  died  on  May  9,  1819.  !>  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolution,  he  entered  the  my 
as  a private  from  the  parish  of  Saybrooj  on 
Afay  8,  1775,  he  was  discharged  in  11  to- 
ber,  1775,  and  after  having  served  in  the  jxth 
Regiment  under  Col.  Samuel  H.  Parson,  a- 
maining  on  duty  in  New  Haven,  d'3 
second  enlistment  was  from  Killingworth,  0" 
Clinton,  in  July,  1776,  and  he  then  syec 
as  a private  in  Colonel  Mott’s  Battalion  *|1( 
served  under  General  Gates,  at  Ticond<  ’gT 
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ir  i bird  enlistment  was  in  1777,  and  he  be- 
canja  private  in  Colonel  Whiting's  regiment 
nnecticut  Militia,  and  he  served  at  Peeks- 
kiiliider  Capt.  Bristol.  All  these  names  pos- 
sesr j or  true  Americans  a more  than  common 
ntti't.  Simeon  Brooks,  Sr.,  married  Lois 
h,  and  their  children  were : Asa ; Lydia, 
mrried  a Mr.  Smith,  and  moved  to  Ohio ; 
n,  who  married  Nancy  Clark,  and  re- 
in Guilford;  Eliza,  who  married  Uri 
h,  and  lived  in  Winsted,  Conn. ; Phebe, 
narried  Samuel  Warner,  and  lived  in 
ehanna,  Pa. ; Mary ; and  Simeon, 
vi eon  Brooks  was  born  in  Chester 
6,  1793,  and  was  reared  on  the  home 
His  educational  opportunities  were  lim- 
.5  at  that  time  it  was  as  difficult  to-  obtain 
cation  as  it  now  seems  to  escape  it,  but 
rooks  had  a taste  for  study,  and  when 
Id  obtain  books  studied  after  he  had  fin- 
ds day’s  labor.  He  taught  school  for 
winters,  eleven  of  which  were  spent  in 
r.  Many  other  lines  opened  up  to  him, 
iring  the  shad  fishing  in  the  Connecticut 
'aimed  his  attention,  and  being  of  a me- 
1 turn  of  mind  he  became  interested  in 
king  in  the  way  of  machinery.  Near 
ne  was  located  a carding  machine,  and 
operated,  doing  considerable  work  at 
lustry  every  winter,  carding  the  wool 
ming  into  yarn.  His  patrons  came  long 
is  to  have  this  service  done  for  them, 
time  his  eldest  child,  Susan,  was  but  ten 
Id,  but  she  had  inherited  some  of  his 
latical  ability,  and  kept  the  books,  and 
n the  mill  while  her  father  was  teaching 
Mr.  Brooks  was  the  inventor  of  the 
lor  the  manufacture  of  gimlet  pointed 
rews,  and  went  into  the  manufacture  of 
association  with  his  son-in-law,  Will- 
lark,  who  was  also  an  inventor  of  abil- 
s hrm  then  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
wire  goods,  being  the  pioneer  in  that 
I tbe  inventive  powers  of  both  partners 
nstantly  at  work  devising  new  goods 
r process  of  manufacture.  The  firm 
'1  for  a time  under  the  name  of  Brooks 
• Mr.  Brooks  later  buying  the  interest 
lark,  our  subject  taking  his  place,  and 
ath  made  another  change  necessary, 
<vt  took  sole  charge  and  changed  the 
M.  S.  Brooks,  this  in  1888, 
rooks  & Sons  the 
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to  the  trade  the  world  over  today.  Simeon 
Brooks  was  an  unusual  man,  his  ideas  being 
far  beyond  the  discoveries  yet  made  in  electri- 
cal appliances,  succeeding  in  every  thing  he 
ever  attempted,  and  was  active  until  the  time 
of  his  decease,  he  long  having  predicted  that 
this  would  occur  when  he  neared  seventy,  and 
he  passed  away  in  April,  1864.  Very  fond  of 
music,  he  was  proficient  on  the  violin,  and  one 
of  the  great  enjoyments  of  his  life  was  his  at- 
tendance upon  a concert  of  Ole  Bull.  His  be- 
loved violin  was  with  him  in  his  last  sickness. 
When  he  became  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, he  was  almost  ostracised  by  his  neigh- 
bors, feeling  running  high  at  that  time  in  some 
circles  on  account  of  secret  societies,  but  he 
was  laid  away  with  the  ceremonies  of  the  order, 
this  being  the  first  funeral  ever  so  conducted 
in  Chester.  Honesty  was  a cardinal  principle 
in  his  life,  and  although  he  was  never  con- 
nected with  any  religious  denomination,  he 
lived  up  to  the  teachings  of  the  Golden  Rule. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  held  many 
of  the  minor  offices  of  the  town. 

Simeon  Brooks  married  Lydia  Watrous,  a 
native  of  Chester,  and  a daughter  of  Abigail 
and  Josiah  Watrous,  and  she  survived  her  hus- 
band several  years.  The  children  of  this  union 
were:  Susan,  who  married  William  N.  Clark, 
died  in  Hartford ; Myra,  the  widow  of  Ed- 
mund Jones,  lives  in  Hartford;  Lois,  who  mar- 
ried George  M.  Abbey,  resides  in  Chester ; 
Harriet  A.,  widow  of  Elias  M.  Woodruff, 
lives  in  Hartford;  Alice  is  deceased;  and  Mer- 
ritt S. 

Merritt  S.  Brooks  was  born  near  Cedar 
Lake,  in  Chester,  March  6,  1833,  and  in  this- 
locality  his  early  years  were  spent  in  attend- 
ance upon  the  district  school,  later  receiving  ad- 
vantages in  a seminary  conducted  at  Winthrop 
by  a Baptist  minister,  named  Rev.  William 
Dennison.  When  he  had  reached  his  eighteenth 
year,  he  entered  into  the  employ  of  Messrs. 
Silliman,  who  operated  a factory  for  wood 
turning  and  for  the  manufacture  of  wooden  ink 
stands.  At  that  time  this  factory  employed 
forty  hands  and  our  subject  was  one  of  this 
number  for  some  three  vears,  working  at  piece 
work,  earning  $1.50  per  day,  good  wages  for 
a mechanic  at  that  date.  Mr.  Brooks  relates 
that  one  day  lie  and  a companion,  in  a spirit 
of  emulation,  decided  to  try  how  much  it  was 
possible  to  earn  in  one  day.  his  efforts  netting 
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him  $3.40,  this  being  considered  a remarkable 
earning.  It  whs  about  this  time,  in  1846,  that 
his  father  established  the  present  great  busi- 
ness, and  erected  a mill  which  was  about  one- 
fourth  the  size  of  the  present  edifice,  and  here 
our  subject  began  work,  and  continued  until 
March,  1864,  at  which  date  his  father  died 
Merritt  S.  was  given  a small  amount  of  capi- 
tal, and  the  factory,  the  work  at  that  time  re- 
quiring from  fifteen  to  twenty  hands,  men, 
boys  and  girls.  It  is  not  difficult  to  trace  in 
his  life  the  distinguished  traits  of  his  father. 
Also  an  inventor,  he  built  the  first  machine  to 
make  screw  eyes  automatically,  and  by  the  aid 
of  new  machinery  and  appliances,  quite  quad- 
rupled the  former  output  of  the  factory.  In 
1874.  Mr.  Brooks  rented  the  factory  to  Will- 
iam N.  Clark  & Sons,  who  conducted  it  for  a 
number  of  years,  when  he  again  assumed  con- 
trol, continuing  until  1889  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  sons,  Hilton  C.  and  Simeon  S., 
the  firm  still  continuing  in  the  manufacture  of 
bright  iron  and  brass  wire  goods  of  all  kinds, 
the  product  being  in  demand  throughout  the 
world.  They  employ  about  eighty-five  hands 
through  the  year.  The  factory  has  recently 
been  much  enlarged  to  enable  the  company  to 
meet  the  constantly  increasing  demand  for  its 
products,  and  the  plant  has  today  four  times 
the  capacity  of  the  pioneer  business  established 
by  the  grandfather  Simeon.  This  healthy 
growth  has  been  brought  about  since  the  two 
grandsons  of  the  founder,  Hilton  C.  and  Si- 
meon S.,  came  into  control  of  the  business,  and 
is  a result  of  their  energy  and  careful  manage- 
ment, coupled  with  the  introduction  and  use  of 
modern  machinery,  and  methods  of  marketing 
the  goods. 

Before  Merritt  S.  Brooks  reached  the  age  of 
fourteen,  some  aural  trouble  manifested  itself, 
and  by  the  time  he  was  twenty-five,  it  had  so 
increased  as  to  render  him  almost  totally  deaf. 
However,  he  has  taught  himself  to  understand 
conversation  by  the  motion  of  the  lips,  and 
thus  saves  himself  the  annoyance  of  outside 
help,  so-  expert  has  he  become  in  this  accom- 
plishment, that  he  has  frequently  made  pur- 
chases in  stores  where  not  known,  and  trans- 
acted his  business'  without  the  salesmen  having 
discovered  his  affliction. 

On  October  16,  i860,  Merritt  S.  Brooks 
was  married  to  Maria  A.  Spencer,  who  was 
born  in  Old  Saybrook,  November  11,  1838,  a 


daughter  of  Charles  C.  and  Lucretia  M.  ( 
vey)  Spencer.  The  children  born  of  this  1 
were:  (1)  Hilton  C.,  a member  of 

firm  of  M.  S.  Brooks  & Sons,  married  Oc 
12,  1887,  Winnie,  daughter  of  Louis  A. 
Ella  (Hitchcock)  Gallup',  of  Philadelphia 
a direct  descendant  in  the  tenth  generatu 
John  Gallup,  who  came  to  this  country  in 
from  the  Parish  of  Morterne,  County  D< 
England.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Hilton  C.  Brooks  are : Louis  M.,  born 

ruary  7,  1889;  Marjorie  C.,  June  12,  ] 
and  Malcomb  G.,  December  6,  1894. 
Jessie  L.  is  deceased.  (3)  Simeon  S., 
November  17,  1865,  is  a member  of  the  fii 
M.  S.  Brooks  Sons.  He  married  Septe 
26,  1888,  Mary  B.  Wright,  of  Clinton,  dr 
ter  of  Edwin  H.  and  Lucy  L.  (Bed 
Wright,  and  they  have  one  child,  Florenc 
born  October  21,  1889.  (4)  Agnes  M.  i 

ceased. 

Although  his  respected  father  was  a 
ocrat,  Merritt  S.  Brooks  is  a stanch  me  per 
of  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never  a‘  ■‘eel 
to  office,  as  his  affliction  would  prevent  h as- 
suming such  responsibility.  Aside  fror  the 
trouble  mentioned,  he  commands  attention  n 
account  of  pleasant  personality,  and  is  0 
the  most  hospital  and  agreeable  hosts  in  1 
ter.  where  he  possesses  a delightful  home. 
Brooks  is  one  of  the  entertaining  socia 
tors  in  the  pleasant  life  of  Chester,  am 
efficiently  filled  a position  on  the  commit 
the  Middlesex  County  Home  for  Depe 
Children,  located  at  Haddam,  ever  since 
established. 
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GEORGE  GORHAM  McLEAN, 
spected  citizen  of  Portland,  was  born 
tember  21,  1837,  in  New  Britain,  Conn., 
of  Silas  O.  and  Phoebe  (Congdon)  M(j;an' 
His  ancestors  had  lived  for  many  generic'1’ 
in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  and  his  paternal  e:i| 
grandfather,  Silas  McLean,  served  as  jso 
dier  in  the  Revolutionary  war  from  thaty  • 
Silas  O.  McLean  died  when  his  son  wsjbut 
two  years  old,  and  his  brother,  Charley  c 
Lean,  died  in  Hartford,  where  he  hacjOA 
been  engaged  in  business  as  a jeweler. 

The  first  fifteen  years  in  the  life  of  C 
Gorham  McLean  were  spent  in  Glasto 
where  he  attended  the  district  school, 
there  he  passed  Jo  the  high  school  at  Nev 
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graduating  in  due  course  of  time,  and  he 
n entered  the  normal  school  at  New  Britain, 
ni  which  he  graduated  in  the  class  of  1858, 
1-prepared  for  work  in  the  school  room, 
became  a teacher,  and  proved  very  success- 
In  1858  he  came  to  Portland,  having  pre- 
uslv  taught  school  one  term  at  New  Ca- 
ll, for  which  he  received  the  very  modest 
ipensation  of  four  dollars  a week  and  his 
rd.  The  young  teacher  studied  hard,  ac- 
red a broad  information,  and  was  regarded 
Mie  of  the  best  posted  men  of  his  time.  As 
acher  he  was  the  instructor  of  two  genera- 
s in  Portland.  He  taught  three  years,  and 
1 after  an  interval  of  sixteen  years  resumed 
labors  in  the  local  school  room,  and  among 
pupils  were  the  children  of  some  who  were 
his  pupils  during  the  first  period  of  his 
liing  here.  During  eleven  years  of  this 
k lie  was  proprietor  of  a book  store  in  Micl- 
nvn.  He  taught  one  year  as  first  assistant 
cipal  in  New  York  City,  and  was  three 
s principal  of  the  Bridgeport  High  School, 
the  past  twenty  years  Mr.  McLean  has 
connected  with  the  Joseph  Dixon  Crucible 
ipany,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  -having  charge 
s educational  department,  and  has  traveled 
- interest  over  almost  the  entire  country, 
dr.  McLean  was  married  to  Miss  Bessie 
on,  the  daughter  of  Captain  Parker  Nor- 
and a descendant  of  an  old  and  honored 
ly.  I o this  union  were  born  the  follow- 
hildren  : Julia,  a graduate  of  St.  Marga- 
scliool  at  Waterbury,  is  living  at  home, 
e attended  St.  Margaret's  school,  and  is 
the  wife  of  the  Rev.  H.  L.  Mitchell,  rec- 
t Savbrook,  Conn.;  and  Norton  Williams, 

1 >rtland,  is  the  youngest  of  the  family. 
McLean,  a most  estimable  lady,  a tlior- 
Is  Christian  woman,  and  a devoted  mem- 
1 the  Lpiscopal  Church,  has  entered  into 
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'•  McLean  has  found  time  during  the 
■ w years  to  give  some  attention  to  farm- 
nd  owns  two  farms  on  Rose  Hill,  where 
inds  his  summers,  hut  passes  the  winter 
1 in  Portland,  lie  went  into  farming 
trom  a desire  to  improve  his  health, 
"I!  continues  and  enjoys  it,  keeping  a 
supervision  over  the  active  work  of  the 
Mi.  McLean  is  one  of  the  incorpor- 
"i  the  Freestone  Savings  Bank  and  is 
" resident  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 


Portland.  One  of  the  solid  men  of  the  place, 
these  extensive  and  varied  interests  give  him 
a great  influence  in  the  town,  an  influence  that 
is  deepened  and  strengthened  by  his  character 
and  religious  convictions.  He  is  a vestryman 
of  Trinity  Episcopal  church  at  Portland,  and 
has  taught  the  Bible  class  connected  with  it 
nearly  twenty  years.  For  some  thirty-six  years 
he  has  been  a member  of  Warren  Lodge,  No. 
53,  A.  F.  & A.  M.  He  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  in  1897  was  sent  to  the  State  Legislature, 
where  he  served  as  a member  of  the  committee 
on  Education.  He  has  been  president  of  the 
local  board  of  education,  and  for  years  has 
been  one  of  the  active  workers  for  better 
schools.  His  familiarity  with  the  world  and 
his  power  of  close  observation  have  enabled 
him  to  bring  to  bear  upon  the  local  schools  a 
positive  influence  of  good.  He  has  fought  his 
way  upward  against  hindering  obstacles,  and 
now  has  an  ample  competence,  with  the  re- 
spect of  the  community,  and  the  knowledge 
of  useful  and  strenuous  years,  to  sustain  and 
comfort  his  old  age.  Mr.  McLean  has  never 
invited  publicity,  but  rather  shrinks  from  it. 
His  friends  bear  testimony  to  his  kind  heart 
and  generous  spirit,  and  hold  him  in  high  es- 
teem. 

RUFUS  C.  SHEPARD,  a prominent  and 
successful  contractor  and  builder  at  Saybrook, 
Middlesex  county,  is  the  senior  deacon  of  the 
local  Congregational  Church,  and  is  highly 
esteemed  in  the  community'  alike  for  his  in- 
dustrious habits  and  upright  character. 

Abraham  Shepard,  grandfather  of  Rufus 
C.,  -was  born  June  15,  1739,  and  lived  in 
Saybrook,  though  he  was  probably  not  a native 
of  that  part  of  the  State.  Pie  was  engaged  in 
shipping  horses  and  mules  to  the  West  Indies, 
and  bringing  back  the  island  produce,  then  a 
a very  profitable  business.  Mr.  Shepard  was 
married  October  24,  1762,  to  Zipporah  Shep- 
ard, who  died  September  30,  1766,  and  he 
was  married  a second  time,  to  Ruth  Parkhurst, 
January  21,  1768.  She  died  March  28,  179b, 
the  mother  of  the  following  children : Zip- 

porah, Mary,  John  (who  married  Ruth 
Cady),  Ruth,  Isaac,  Abraham,  and  Job. 

Job  Shepard,  the  father  of  Rufus  C..  and 
the  youngest  of  the  family,  was  born  Taint* 
uarv  25.  1781).  lie  married  Azubah  Clark, 
who  was  born  July  20,  1789,  and  died  June 
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7,  1882.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children  : ( 1 ) Amelia  C.,  born  Oc- 

tober 30,  1807,  died  September  21,  1856.  She 
married  Erastus  Clark,  October  17,  1830,  and 
became  the  mother  of  two  children — F.  Eras- 
tus, of  Saybrook,  and  Sarah  E.,  who  married 
Robert  E.  Chalker.  (2)  John  Clark,  born 
December  1 1,  1809,  died  when  a small  boy. 

(3)  Frederick  William,  born  March  18,  1812, 
married  Maria  L.  Green  in  1840,  and  died  in 
i860,  his  widow  surviving  until  May,  1883. 
He  was  a physician  in  Essex  for  many  years. 

(4)  Rufus  Clark  was  born  August  18,  1814. 

(5)  Lydia  Ann,  born  June  28,  1816,  died 

June  4,  1892.  (5)  John  Edwin,  born  Au- 

gust 16,  1818,  died  when  a year  old.  (6) 
Azubah,  born  May  14,  1820,  married  Henry 
S.  Chapman,  August  24,  1840,  and  died  May 
24,  1859.  It  is  probable  that  all  the  children 
of  Abraham  Shepard  were  born  in  Plainfield, 
Conn.,  and  it  was  there  that  Job  Shepard 
grew  up.  He  was  married  in  Saybrook,  but 
lived  and  died  in  Plainfield.  After  his  death, 
in  1823,  his  widow  returned  to  Saybrook, 
where  she  died  as  noted  above. 

Rufus  Clark  Shepard  was  born  in  Plain- 
field,  and  when  he  was  nine  years  old  accom- 
panied his  mother  and  the  family  to  Saybrook. 
The  educational  advantages  which  he  en- 
joyed were  confined  to'  those  of  the  district 
school,  and  when  he  was  sixteen  years  old  he 
went  to  Massachusetts,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  and  joiner.  He  was  a year  in  New 
York  City,  after  which  he  returned  to  Saybrook 
and  engaged  in  his  trade.  There  he  was  mar- 
ried September  10,  1837,  to  Mary  Anne  Bush- 
nell,  and  to  this  union  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  four  daughters.  Two 
sons  and  two  daughters  died  in  early  life. 
One  son,  John  Bushnell,  and  two  daughters, 
Mary  Witter  and  Frances  Clarke,  survive;  the 
elder  daughter,  Mary  Witter,  was  married  to 
John  H.  Granniss,  M.  D.,  October  17,  1871. 
Dr.  Granniss  has  been  engaged  in  practice  in 
Saybrook  since  1870.  He  is  the  father  of 
two  daughters,  Ruth  Shepard  and  Sarah  Gray. 

Rufus  C.  Shepard  has  been  a contractor 
and  builder  all  his  life,  and  even  now,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  is  still 
active.  For  some  years  Mr.  Shepard  and 
Rufus  C.  Dennison  were  in  partnership,  and 
many  of  the  leading  houses  of  Saybrook,  and 


especially  those  of  Fenwick,  were  evident 
their  handicraft. 

Mr.  Shepard  has  always  been  a RJl> 
lican,  and  in  his  active  days  filled  several  t :he 
more  important  town  offices.  For  i nv 
years  he  was  assessor  of  the  town,  and  j-  a 
number  of  years  was  deputy  collector  of  er- 
nal  Revenue.  He  was  a representative  ( the 
town  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  for  jht 
years  was  county  commissioner.  When  a 3 
man  he  united  with  the  Congregational  Cl 
in  which  he  has  always  been  an  active  w< 
and  at  the  present  time  he  is  senior  d< 
a position  he  has  held  for  many  years ; tl 
wishing  to  retire  from  it  on  account  oiJge, 
protests  from  the  congregation  make  it 
cult  for  him  to  accomplish  his  purpose. 
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RICHARD  ATKINS,  deceased.  Th.JAt- 
kins  family  has  been  settled  in  Middl  wn 
since  the  early  days  of  the  Colony,  and  ’ire 
sentatives  in  each  generation  have  borne 
orable  parts  in  public  affairs,  and  have  lei 
ords  of  upright  Christian  lives.  The  fi 
the  name  to  locate  in  Middletown  was  _ 
Atkins,  who  was  presented  with  four 
probably  in  the  South  Straddle  Hill  Dil’ict. 
On  October  8,  1673,  he  married  Elizabeth  et- 
more,  daughter  of  Thomas  Wetmore,  f , of 
Middletown,  and  seven  children  were  bet  of 
this  union.  Josiah  Atkins  died  Septemb 
1690,  and  his  wife  passed  away  about  1; 

Ephraim  Atkins,  son  of  Josiah,  was 
March  9,  1685.  On  June  16,  1709,  he  in 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Wetmor 
and  she  bore  him  eight  children.  He  die 
cember  26,  1760,  preceded,  however,  1 
wife,  who  died  May  20,  I752- 

Thomas  Atkins,  eldest  son  of  Epl 
built,  in  1734,  a house  on  the  old  Durhaiyoai 
a few  rods  northwest  of  the  present  respi^ 
of  Thomas  J.  Atkins,  in  the  West  LonjHiH 
District,  Middletown.  In  June,  1735’  'j'!lial 
ried  Martha,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  . 

Ithamar  Atkins,  youngest  child  of  1 jnia 
and  Martha,  Avas  born  November  16,  17.J'  ,e 
came  a farmer,  and  Avas  highly  respec . 111 
his  neighborhood.  In  1807  he  erected  Cie^ 
idence  now  occupied  by  Thomas  J.  Atki  j ’ 
man  of  much  energy  and  business  sagac  A 
accumulated  a large  property,  owning  o\  1 
acres  of  land.  On  November  27,  H • 
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ried  Anna  Hubbard,  twelfth  child  of  Nehe- 
h Hubbard,  Sr.,  who  had  six  sons  in  the 
olutionary  army.  Nehemiah  Hubbard,  Jr., 
appointed  deputy  quartermaster  general 
lie  State  of  Connecticut  in  May,  1777,  by 
or  Gen.  Greene,  and  later  became  a mer- 
it in  Middletown,  where  also  he  was  the 
president  of  the  Middletown  Savings 
k,  holding  that  office  at  the  time  of  his 
h.  To  Ithamar  Atkins  and  his  wife  Anna 
born  twelve  children;  three  died  in  in- 
,y. 

diehard  Atkins,  son  of  Ithamar  Atkins 
Anna  Hubbard,  was  born  August  29, 
;>.  On  October  17,  1838,  he  married  Ma- 
1 Edwards,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  and 
ed  upon  ancestral  land,  in  the  vicinity  of 
jirthplace  in  Long  Hill.  He  died  Decem- 
19,  1868.  Their  only  child,  Annie  Tal- 
ge,  born  September  10,  1839,  is  the  wife 
ichard  Davis,  of  Long  Hill,  Middletown, 
lecticut. 

n character  Richard  Atkins  was  a man, 

I and  true,  of  keen  judgment  and  refined 
iigence.  His  gentle  manners  were  those 
le  “old  school,”  a school  that  is  not  sur- 
:d  at  the  present  day.  He  had  a flavor  of 
ind  humor  in  conversation,  and  his  com- 
mship  was  sought  by  young  and  old. 

II  a young  man,  in  the  interest  of  health 
business,  he  traveled  in  our  Southern 
\ taking  his  violin — a real  “Cremona,” 
him.  He  not  only  made  his  travels  a 
v success,  but  also  charmed  the  people 
ie  sweet  notes  of  the  instrument.  Music 
nherent  in  his  nature,  and  there  are  many 
,r  now  who  listened  with  delight  to  the 
> of  his  bow  across  the  strings,  while  he 
d on,  forgetting  himself  and  his  auditors. 
\tkins  was  just,  yet  generous.  During 
''cat  conflict  of  our  Civil  war  he  was  a 
k adherent  to  the  Government  and  “up- 
thc  hands”  of  those  that  fought  in  the 
glc  for  national  unity. 
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\MKS  ELIPHAZ  BAILEY  (deceased), 
'"hure  has  numbered  among  its  fol- 
s many  men  whose  mental  and  moral 
ications  eminently  fitted  them  for  what 
•metimes  called  the  higher  walks  of  life, 
•t  notable  instance  of  this  devotion  to  the 
'>■  superior,  even  eminent,  talent  is  pre- 
1 in  the  life  of  the  late  James  E.  Bailey, 


of  Durham,  Middlesex  county,  for,  though  by 
choice  he  followed  the  vocation  of  farming,  his 
intellectual  worth  brought  to  him,  unsolicited, 
many  of  the  more  important  of  the  local  offices, 
while  in  his  earlier  years  he  won  local  fame 
and  respect  as  a successful  teacher. 

Jeremiah  Bailey,  his  father,  war  born  in 
Haddam,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming.  He  later  removed  to  Durham, 
locating  opposite  the  late  home  of  his  son, 
James  E.,  and  there  followed  farming  the  rest 
of  his  years,  departing  this  life  at  the  age  of 
eighty-seven.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat, 
and  in  religious  faith  he  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Durham.  He  mar- 
ried Jemimah  M.  Nettleton,  of  Durham, 
daughter  of  Eliphaz  Nettleton,  a farmer,  and 
she  survived  her  husband  seven  years.  The 
seven  children  of  Jeremiah  and  Jemimah  M. 
Bailey  were  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Stephen,  who 

married  Nancy  Merriman,  of  Wallingford, 
was  a farmer,  and  lived  in  Durham.  ( 2) 
Henry  married  Martha  Brooks,  of  Haddam. 
He  was  a wheelwright  by  occupation,  and  lived 
in  Durham.  (3)  Alpha  Maria  married  Augus- 
tus Seward  and  lives  in  Durham.  (4)  James 
E.  is  mentioned  below.  (5)  Catherine  mar- 
ried Horace  Wooding,  a carriagemaker  of 
New  Haven.  (6)  Jeremiah  B.  died  unmarried 
in  the  South.  (7)  Elizabeth  married  George 
Twitched , a wheelwright  O'f  Durham. 

James  E.  Bailey  was  born  February  24, 
1825,  in  Haddam,  and  came  with  his  parents 
to  Durham  when  about  nine  years  old.  He  at- 
tended the  district  schools  in  Haddam  and 
Durham,  and  also  Durham  Atcademv  for  sev- 
eral terms.  When  young  he  lost  his  right  arm 
in  a carding  mill,  but  he  was  naturalh  left- 
handed,  and  his  left  arm  was  quite  strong,  so 
that  he  did  the  daily  work  of  a man  unham- 
pered by  such  misfortune.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen  he  began  teaching  in  the  Bluff  District  in 
the  south  end  of  Durham,  lie  taught,  alto- 
gether, eighteen  winters,  in  East  Walling- 
ford, Durham  and  Madison,  and  in  the  sum- 
mer worked  on  his  father's  farm,  and  later  on 
his  own  farm.  Being  a good  instructor  he 
was  popular  with  his  scholars,  lie  at  first  re- 
ceived verv  small  wages,  but  the\  were  stead- 
ily increased  He  purchased  his  late  farm  of 
Elah  Camp  and  the  latter's  son.  Eli  Camp. 

; lie  built  the  house  in  1872  and  erected  all  the 
other  buildings.  Mr.  Bailey  carried  on  gen- 
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eral  farming,  but  gave  especial  attention  to 
grain,  his  crops  being  much  larger  than  those 
of  the  ordinary  farmer.  He  was  eminently 
successful,  and  accumulated  considerable  prop- 
erty. His  death,  which  occurred  March  6, 
1893,  was  the  result  of  an  accident.  While 
crossing  the  tracks  of  the  Air  Line  division  of 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  Rail- 
load,  at  East  Wallingford,  in  a sleigh  with  his 
daughter,  Rosa,  he  was  struck  by  a fast  train 
and  instantly  killed.  Rosa  received  injuries 
from  which  she  has  never  recovered. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  about  six  feet  in  height, 
and  weighed  about  180  pounds.  He  was  a 
hard-working  man,  and  was  always  industri- 
ously employed  Possessing  a keen  intellect, 
he  was  fitted  for  other  work,  but  had  a strong 
preference  for  farming.  He  was  liberal  in  his 
beliefs  and  opinions,  and  was  not  only  a con- 
stant reader,  but  retained  what  he  read.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat.  He  was  assessor 
for  many  years,  school  visitor  and  justice  of 
the  peace  for  many  years.  He  was  also  a sur- 
veyor, a profession  which  he  picked  up  with- 
out schooling;  his  services  in  that  line  were  fre- 
quently called  into  requisition  in  his  town  and 
vicinity.  Mr.  Bailey  was  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Durham,  ac- 
tive in  its  affairs,  and  a large  contributor  to  its 
support. 

On  June  3,  i860,  Mr.  Bailey  married  Electa 
A.  Burr,  of  Haddam,  who  was  horn  Novem- 
ber 24,  1838,  daughter  of  Eleazer  and  Rebecca 
(Brainerd)  Burr.  Her  father  was  a promi- 
nent farmer  of  Haddam.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bailey  came  six  children,  namely:  (1)  Fred 

B-,  born  June  27,  1861,  is  a farmer  of  Dur- 
ham. He  married  Louisa  Herbert,  and  has 
three  children,  Eugene  LeRoy,  Alice  R.  and 
Lola  May.  (2)  Jennie  R.,  born  June  6,  1863, 
married  Edward  Burckel,  a salesman  at  Meri- 
den, and  has  two  children,  F.  Raymond  and 
Viola  I.  (3)  Rosa  S.,  born  November  15, 
1865,  is  at  home.  (4)  Kate  E.,  born  March 
31,  1869,  married  James  Powers,  a farmer  in 
Durham,  and  they  have  one  child,  James  B. 

(5)  James  F.,  horn  November  14,  1871,  was 
a civil  engineer  at  Boston.  Mass.,  and  is  now 
a farmer  in  Durham.  He  married  Nellie 
Fowler,  and  has  one  son,  Franklin  Fowler. 

(6)  George  H.,  born  July  6,  1874,  is  at  home. 
He  attended  district  school  and  the  Durham 
Academy,  and  was  a pupil,  at  the  latter  school, 


of  Miss  Beach,  daughter  of  the  then  Jjpesing 
Elder  Beach.  Since  his  education  was  de- 
pleted he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  crhe 
homestead,  and  has  also  been  largely  intei  ol 
in  the  berry  business.  On  one-half  of  ai  ;re 
of  ground  he  grew  in  1901  about  3,800  c rts 
of  strawberries.  In  politics  George  H.  1 lev 
is  a Democrat,  and  has  served  on  the  5 oof 
committee  of  his  district.  He  is  a memjj  of 
Durham  Grange.  He  is  now  secretary  md 
treasurer  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  Bai ' is 
a musician  of  ability,  playing  the  pianc  md 
violin  skillfully,  and  with' unusual  expre  oh. 

Mrs.  Electa  A.  Bailey,  the  widow  0 pur 
subject,  survives,  and  is  a resident  of  tl  old 
homestead  in  the  town  of  Durham.  S'  is 
highly  respected  for  her  many  estimabl  md 
womanly  qualities,  and  the  success  in  li  at- 
tained by  her  husband  was  emphasized  ai  en- 
hanced by  her  noble  and  faithful  encoi  ge~ 
ment  and  support. 

GEORGE  W.  HENNIGAR.  For  ore 
than  forty  years  the  leading  photogt  hie 
studio  of  Middletown  has  been  conducte  un- 
der this  name.  For  thirty  years  or  mor  Mr, 
Hennigar  was  himself  the  manager  of  th  bus- 
iness, and  now  that  he  is  not  actively  en:  fed 
his  sons  keep  up  the  reputation  of  the  f lily 
as  expert  and  progressive  photographer: 

Mr.  Hennigar  is  one  of  the  leading  ci 
of  his  town,  a man  whose  career  in  the  bu 
world  has  been  marked  by  honorable  pr; 
and  who  commands  the  respect  of  all. 
ago  he  saw  an  opportunity  for  profital 
vestments  in  Middletown  real  estate,  an 
rewards  have  crowned  his  good  j uclg 
He  bought  property,  built  a number  of 
able  houses,  and  rents  them  at  a good  1 
He  has  made  for  himself  a good  nanu 
his  family  stands  high  in  the  community 

Mr.  Hennigar  was  born  Octoher  30.83-' 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  \ ork  street, . t ie 
rear  of  St.  John’s  Church,  son  of  Chris  j>her 
and  Ann  A.  (Lockwood)  Hennigar.  | His 
mother's  father  was  a shoe  manufactuji  at 
Norwalk,  Conn.,  where  the  Lockwood  d'b 
had  long  been  established.  Christopher  len- 
nigar  was  also  born  in  the  city  of  New 
where  his  father  died  when  he  was  a 
boy.  He  was  one  of  a family  of  six  ch 
James,  John,  Christopher,  Mariah,  Jai 
Helen.  Christopher  Hennigar  was  a j 
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).  631  Broadway,  New  York  City,  for 
vears.  He  lived  to  be  seventy-two,  and 
ife  was  over  seventy  when  she  died. 
Hotjj  spent  their  last  years  at  Sag  Harbor,  L. 
ere  he  lived  retired  a number  of  years, 
.ally  he  was  a Whig  and  became  a Re- 
an  on  the  formation  of  the  party.  He 
10  little  interest  in  religious  matters,  was 
:on  in  the  Sag  Harbor  Baptist  Church, 


pill: 

tool 

a d 

and 

j>en 

fatl  l 

Job 

Y.; 

N. 

whc 

UlltC 

and 
C.  1 


as 

at 

the  1 
and. 


ad  long  been  associated  with  the  Inde- 
nt Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  was  the 
of  the  following  children  : George  W. ; 

a photographer  at  New  Rochelle,  N. 
illiam,  a photographer  at  Williamsburg, 
, who  died  in  January,  1900;  Charles, 
as  in  Company  C,  129th  Njew  York  Vol- 
; Infantry,  had  his  home  at  Bath.  N.  Y., 
i eel  in  1894;  Elouise,  who  married  R. 
lellinger,  of  Sag  Harbor;  Henry,  living 


at.  Vj  liamsburg,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  in  business 
arpet  merchant;  Frederick,  a mechanic 
lityville,  L.  I.,  and  Frank,  engaged  in 
linery  business  at  Sag  Harbor,  Long  Isl- 
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:er  locating  at  Sag  Harbor  Christopher 
,rar  followed  bis  business  there  many 
He  amassed  a competence  by  his  own 
and  was  a valuable  and  highly  respected 
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>rge  W.  Hennigar  attended  public 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  later  in 
arbor,  L I.,  and  was  also  a pupil  in  a 
school  in  Sag  Harbor,  receiving  care- 
paration  for  a successful  career  in  life, 
age  of  eighteen  he  began  commercial 
t clerk  in  the  store  of  Mortimer  & Gaw- 
mrters  of  woolens  and  tailors’  silk  trim- 
at No.  1 1 John  street,  Ntew  York,  and 
j 'i,e  hrst  year  received  a dollar  a week 
ird.  He  proved  a very  capable  sales- 
aide  rapid  advancement  and  remained 
is  linn  eleven  years,  leaving  them  only 
"l  a serious  attack  of  rheumatism  that 
rd  a radical  change  of  occupation.  His 
was  kept  open  for  two  years,  and  hi  1 
aid  for  six  months.  When  Mr.  Henni- 
diied  his  health  he  engaged  in  the  pho- 
K business.  I le  spent  the  summer  of 
ith  his  wife  at  Cromwell,  Conn.,  and 
Hlc  became  so  favorably  impressed 
‘opportunity  for  a good  studio  at  Mid- 
■ that  he  opened  a gallery  in  the  city 
4.  |8f>i,  in  rooms  over  Brewer’s  store, 


at  the  corner  of  Court  and  Main  streets.  He 
was  in  that  location  twelve  years,  when  he 
moved  to  the  present  stand.  Mr.  Hennigar  was 
actively  engaged  in  the  business  until  1890, 
when  he  retired  in  favor  of  his  sons,  M.  W.  and 
H.  V. 

Mr.  Hennigar  and  Miss  Lucretia  F.  Harris 
were  married  at  Sag  Harbor,’  L.  I.,  January 
18,  1854.  She  was  born  in  that  town  in  1831. 
daughter  of  Daniel  J.  and  Elizabeth  D. 
(Corey)  Harris,  who  were  married  in  1813 
and  reared  a numerous  family,  Mrs.  Hennigar 
being  the  eighth  child  and  the  youngest  daugh- 
ter.  Her  father  was  a ship  carpenter.  Daniel 
J.  Harris  was  born  July  26,  1791,  son  of 
Thomas  Lupton  and  Amy  (Brooks)  Harris, 
who  were  married  in  1784;  his  father  was  born 
in  1762,  and  died  in  1831;  his  mother  was 
born  in  1762  and  died  in  1831.  To  Air.  and 
Mrs,  Hennigar  came  the  following  children : 
Morton  Wainwright,  born  November  9,  1854, 
at  Sag  Harbor,  is  now  a member  of  the  photo- 
graphic firm  of  Hennigar  Brothers  at  Middle- 
town.  Clara  Hathaway,  born  December  12, 
1856,  at  Cromwell,  died  August  9.  1862.  Flor- 
ence A.,  born  March  5,  1859,  at  Brooklyn,  re- 
sides at  Middletown.  Gertrude  E.,  born  April 
27,  1861,  at  Sag  Harbor,  married  Lehman  F. 
Bower,  of  Scranton,  Pa,,  and  is  the  mother 
of  four  children,  Florence,  Russell,  Harold  and 
Lehman.  Howard  Vincent,  born  October  29, 
1864,  in  Middletown,  was  married  June  20, 
1888,  to  Miss  Catherine  A.  Hiscott,  of  Bridge- 
port; he  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Hennigar 
Brothers,  already  referred  to. 

Mr.  Hennigar  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  John  C.  Fremont,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  a steadfast  member  of  the  Republi- 
can party.  He  has  served  on  the  city  council 
since  coming  to  Middletown.  Fraternally  he 
has  held  membership  in  the  Knights  of  Honor 
and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  His  wife  be- 
longs to  the  Methodist  Church,  and  is  much 
esteemed  in  that  religious  communitv. 

DIO  DA  I 1*.  Bl  RR,  a retired  farmer  now 
residing  in  Bristol,  but  formerly  of  Haddam. 
Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  still  holds  his 
estate,  was  born  on  the  old  Burr  homestead  m 
I laddam  October  29,  1824,  and  is  a descendant 
of  Benjamin  Burr,  the  founder  of  the  Hartford 
branch  of  the  family,  and  one  of  the  original 
settlers  of  Hartford  in  1633.  From  Benjamin 
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the  line  reaches  the  present  generation  in  the 
following-  order:  Samuel,  Jonathan,  Nathan- 

iel, Capt.  Jonathan,  Daniel,  Diodate,  and  his 
children  and  grandchildren,  as  enumerated  be- 
low. 

Diodate  Burr  attended  the  common  schools 
of  Haddam  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  and 
later,  for  a short  time,  a select  school  at  Ivill- 
ingworth,  Middlesex  county,  and  then  worked 
on  various  farms  until  twenty-one  years  old, 
when  he  purchased  a place  adjoining  the 
home  farm,  which  he  cultivated  until  1896, 
when  he  retired  to  the  home  of  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Kelsey,  in  Bristol,  although  he  still  keeps 
an  oversight  of  his  hundred  acres  in  Haddam. 

Mr.  Burr  was  united  in  marriage  Ottober 
14,  1846,  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Ann  Kelsey, 
who  was  born  April  27,  1825,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  David  P.  and  Elizabeth  Kelsey,  of 
Killing-worth.  Six  children  were  born  to  this 
union,  namely : Georgiana  Clarissa,  born  De- 

cember 13,  1847,  married  Levi  Burr  Septem- 
ber 22,  1870,  and  resides  in  West  Haddam;  she 
bore  her  husband  one  child,  that  died  in  in- 
fancy. Frederick  Elbridge,  born  December 
30,  1850,  married  Susie  M.  Wilcox,  of  Clin- 
ton, Conn.,  and  has  had  three  children — Clara, 
wife  of  Thomas  A.  Lake;  Agnes,  who  married 
Charles  Wilcox,  of  Meriden,  and  died  in  1901 ; 
and  Iva  Gertrude.  Florence  Aurelia,  the  third 
child,  born  February  17,  1855,  was  married 
October  14.  1875,  to  Myron  S.  Burr,  of  Kill- 
ing-worth, but  now  of  Middletown,  and  is  the 
mother  of  six  children,  Louis  St.  Clair,  Reu- 
ben, Wardell,  Florence,  Lillian  and  Elliott. 
Carrie  Elizabeth,  the  fourth,  born  August  9, 
1858,  is  married  to  Alfred  Neff,  of  Higga- 
mim,  Conn.,  and  has  had  three  children,  Beat- 
rice, Clifford  and  Everett,  the  last  named  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  Lillie  Arabell,  the 
fifth  child,  was  born  April  24,  1862,  is  mar- 
ried to  Wilbur  H.  Kelsey,  of  Bristol,  and  has 
two  children,  Gertrude  and  Irwin.  Gertrude 
Edna,  the  sixth  child,  was  born  March  15, 
1867,  and  is  married  to  C.  C.  Atwell,  of  Dur- 
ham, Middlesex  county,  but  has  no  family. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ann  (Kelsey)  Burr,  wife  of 
Diodate  Burr,  passed  away  July  4,  1890,  in 
West  Haddam,  and  her  remains  lie  interred 
in  the  Burr  District.  She  was  a sincere  and 
faithful  Methodist,  and  was  dearly  beloved  by 
•all  who  knew  her. 

Mr.  Burr  is  also  a member  of  the  Methodist 


Church  at  West  Haddam,  of  which  1 
formerly  a steward  and  is  at  present  a t 
I11  politics  he  was  formerly  a Democrat, 
several  terms  on  the  grand  jury,  and  a 
active  worker  in  his  party’s  interest, 
now  independent,  or  rather  indifferent 
party  affairs.  Fraternally  he  belongs 
Senior  O.  U.  A.  M.,  uniting-  with  the  lc 
Higganum,  of  which  he  was  a charter  m 
and  no  name  is  more  respected  either  ii 
dam  or  in  Bristol  than  that  of  Diodate  I 
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DAVID  A.  HALL  is  the  only  male 
sentative  of  his  branch  of  the  old  Hall 
left  in  Portland,  Middlesex  county,  ani 
widely  known  as  one  of  the  most  ex 
property  holders  and  wealthy  citizens  • 
town.  The  Halls  were  a numerous  ant 
ential  family  in  the  towns  of  Portland, 
well  and  Middletown,  where  they  hav 
for  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  y f'S 
John  Hall,  the  American  ancesto 
born  in  Kent,  England,  in  1584,  and  i 
came  R>  this  continent.  He  settled  ai 
bridge,  Mass.,  where  he  remained  a nur 
years,  then  moved  to  Roxbury,  and  si: 
later  came  to  Hartford.  The  subject 
sketch  still  preserves  a contract  betwee 
Hall,  Sr.,  carpenter,  and  William  Bloc 
for  the  erection  of  a building  for  the 
dated  Hartford,  1643,  an<d  bearing  said 
field’s  signature.  One  item  of  paymen 
lated  was  a “cow  calf.’’  John  Hall  wa 
surveyor  of  highways  in  1650.  In  th 
he  located  at  Middletown,  of  which  pis 
he  was  one  of  the  original  proprieto 
1659  he  was  appointed  by  the  Genera 
of  Connecticut  for  “the  entry  and  recor 
such  goods  as  may  be  subject  to  custom 
son,  John,  who  became  a prominent 
Middletown,  was  a representative  to  tl 
eral  Court,  and  served  as  town  clerk  r 
order  from  1665  until  his  death,  ir 
Upon  his  tombstone  is  this  quaint  epita 


Here  lies  our  Deacon  Hall, 

Who  studied  peace  with  all. 

Void  of  malignant  strife, 

Upright  and  just  his  life. 

Gone  to  his  rest,  left  us  in  sorrow, 
Doubtless  his  good  name  will  follow. 
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John  Hall  ( 1 ) had  three  sons,  Join 
arc!  and  Samuel.  The  latter  settled 
Cromwell,  then  called  Upper  Houses. 
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i 2),  son  of  Samuel,  removed  to  East  Mid- 
town, now  Portland,  before  1712,  one  of 
children  being  the  first  buried  in  the  local 
netery,  the  grave  mark  of  that  date  still  re- 
ining in  good  preservation.  He  was  born 
bruary  3,  1663,  and  died  March  6,  1740. 
- second  marriage  occurred  May  16,  1722, 
en  Elizabeth,  widow  of  George  Stocking, 
ante  his  wife.  She  'bore  him  one  son,  born 
gust  15,  1724,  who  was  named  Samuel,  and 
s the  great-grandfather  of  David  A.  He 
1 April  2,  1 8 1 1 , so  that  the  lives  of  father 
1 son  covered  a period  of  148  years.  The 
■ Alfred  Hall,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
tier  & Hall  Quarry  Company,  was  a de- 
s idant  from  Samuel  (2)  Hall’s  first  wife, 
jah  Hinsdale.  Capt.  Samuel  Hall,  son  of 
miel  (2),  was  a captain  in  the  militia,  a 
con  in  the  Congregational  Church,  and  was 
.rominent  man  in  his  day.  His  wife  was 
njhed  Elizabeth.  In  his  family  was  a son, 
id,  the  grandfather  of  David  A. 

David  Hall,  born  September  5,  1755,  was 
ried  February  10,  1785,  to  Lucia  Fowler, 
1 was  born  November  6,  1753,  and  was 
n Guilford.  David  Hall  was  a farmer, 
lived  on  the  same  place  where  his  grancl- 
David  A.,  makes  his  home  to-day.  The 
house,  built  about  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
ary  war,  is  still  in  use.  The  farm  has  al- 
s been  in  the  family  from  the  time  it  was 
reclaimed  from  the  savages  and  the  wild 
K Family  records  show  that  David  Hall 
with  the  Connecticut  militia  in  Washing- 
' campaign  about  New  York  in  1776.  At 
time  of  his  death  he  was  captain  of  the 
militia.  David  and  Lucia  (Fowler)  Hall 
1 the  parents  of  nine  children:  Samuel 

Tun,  born  December  29,  [785,  died  in  1876, 
"I  Lion,  X.  Y.,  where  he  was  an  early  set- 
lucating  when  the  Erie  canal  was  in  course 
instruction  through  that  country.  Clar- 
l'"rn  March  20,  1788,  died  May  17,  i860. 
Tried,  in  Portland;  she  always  lived  in 
Id  homestead.  Asaph,  horn  September 
1 7'Y).  died  November  18,  1865,  unmar- 
Kalph,  born  August  18,  1792,  was  in 
lt'"'  in  New  'S  ork  City,  where  his  death 
u’(l  July  12,  1855;  lie  was  buried  in  Port- 
I'c  was  married,  hut  none  of  his  children 
' I maturity.  Sarah  Juliana,  born  De- 
n 5*  '/fid-  married  Capt.  Alfred  Church- 
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ill,  and  died  in  1862.  David  F.,  born  August 
27>  I797>  when  a young  man  was  in  business 
in  New  York;  he  returned  in  his  later  years 
to  Portland,  where  he  died  November  15, 
1885.  Mary  Morrell,  born  August  30,  1799, 
died  March  20,  1879.  Lucia,  born  March  20, 
1802,  died  Julyr  6,  1887.  -Henry  Augustus, 
born  September  25,  1808,  died  in  July,  1876. 

Henry  Augustus  Hall  was  born  in  Port- 
land, and  lived  there  until  after  his  marriage, 
in  the  early  ’twenties,  when  Amelia  Maria 
Shepard  became  his  wife.  She  was  a daughter 
of  George  and  Grace  (Hall)  Shepard,  of  Port- 
land. Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Hall  re- 
moved to  Middletown,  where  he  was  in  busi- 
ness as  a butcher  for  a time,  but  after  some 
years  he  retired  from  the  market  and  devoted 
himself  to  other  affairs.  He  was  an  extensive 
owner  of  real  estate  and  farm  and  tenement- 
house  property.  He  died  in  1876,  and  his 
widow,  who  survived  until  1887,  reached  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years.  Both  were  buried 
in  the  Episcopal  cemetery"  in  Portland.  Air. 
Hall  was  in  his  later  years  a Republican,  and 
always  cast  his  ballot  for  what  he  deemed  the 
best  measures,  which  he  insisted  should  be 
supported  by  good  men  as  candidates.  His 
name  is  honored  as  that  of  a good  business 
man,  who  was  highly  respected  in  his  day.  He 
was  the  father  of  six  children : Charles  H. 

died  unmarried  in  Middletown  in  1876:  Sarah 
Maria  died  in  1857,  at  the  age  of  twenty;  Jo- 
sephine is  Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Clark,  of  Port 
Chester,  N.  Y. ; George  L.  is  living  a retired 
life  at  New  Haven;  David  A.  is  the  subject  of 
this  article;  Alary  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Ira  Has- 
kins, resides  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

David  A.  Hall  was  born  April  15,  1844, 
in  Middletown,  where  he  attended  the  district 
and  high  schools,  and  later  was  a pupil  in  the 
celebrated  school  of  Professor  Chase,  under 
whose  instruction  so  manv  of  the  best  people 
of  this  part  of  the  State  have  passed,  lie  re- 
mained at  home  with  his  parents  in  Middle- 
town,  and  finally  came  to  Portland  and 
made  his  home  with  his  uncle  and  aunt.  Da- 
vid F.  and  Miss  Lucia  Hall,  who  were  on  the 
old  homestead,  and  as  long  as  tliev  lived  Da- 
vid A.  was  with  them,  to  care  for  the  farm  and 
look  after  their  business  interests.  The  farm  is 
now  his  own,  and  in  recent  years  he  has  de- 
voted himself  verv  eloselv  to  his  extensive  in- 
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terests.  His  uncle,  David,  mentioned  above, 
was  a man  of  strong  character  and  much  abil- 
ity, and  was  said  to  hear  a striking  likeness  to 
the  great  Englishman,  Gladstone. 

David  A.  Hall  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  is  a member  of  St.  John's  Lodge 
A.  iF.  & A.  M.,  of  Middletown.  His  ancestors 
belonged  to  the  Congregational  Church  until 
his  grandfather  married  a woman  who  was 
reared  in  the  Episcopal  faith.  Yielding  to  her 
influence  he  also  became  a member  of  that 
church,  and  his  children  and  grandchildren 
have  followed  in  his  steps.  As  an  illustration 
of  the  religious  devotion  and  strong  prejudice 
of  the  time,  it  is  related  that  when  David  Hall 
joined  the  Episcopal  Church  his  father  said: 
“He  is  on  the  road  to  ruin  now.”  David  A.  Hall 
is  in  sympathy  with  the  Republican  party,  hut 
has  his  own  decided  views,  and  has  tastes  that 
lead  him  to  prefer  a quiet  life.  He  believes  in  a 
modified  form  of  protection,  and  is  a strong  ad- 
vocate of  sound  money.  He  is  a well  informed 
and  widely  read  man,  having  been,  from  youth 
up,  especially  interested  in  religious  and  theo- 
logical literature,  while  to  his  intimate  friends 
he  could  relate  a number  of  psychic  experi- 
ences which  he  regards  as  being  common  to  all 
ages  and  dependent  for  their  action  on  both 
natural  and  spiritual  law. 

JOHN  HUNTINGTON  SELDEN,  a 
prominent  and  successful  business  man ' of  the 
town  of  Chatham,  Middlesex  county,  is  a 
scion  of  an  old  and  honored  family  of  New 
England. 

Thomas  Selden  settled  in  Hartford  in 
1636,  was  an  original  proprietor  there  in 
1639,  was  made  a freeman  in  April,  1640,  and 
was  constable  in  1650.  He  married,  probably 
Hester  Wakeman,  and  died  in  1655. 

Joseph  Selden,  baptized  November  2, 
1651,  settled  about  1678,  in  Hadley,  Mass., 
whence  he  removed,  about  1684,  to  Deerfield, 
hut  prior  to  1689  returned  to  Hadley,  and,  be- 
fore 1700,  removed  to  Lyme,  Conn.,  where  he 
died  July  14,  1724.  He  married,  February 
11,  1677,  Rebecca,  a daughter  of  Edward 
Church.  She  died  June. 9,  1726,  aged  sixty- 
five  years.  Several  of  their  children  became 
residents  of  Haddarn,  Conn.,  among  them  two 
sons:  Joseph,  born  May  10,  1682,  Avho  died 

April  3,  1729,  and  is  known  to  have  left  male 


descendants  in  the  town;  and  Thomas,  bn 
in  1684,  who  died  September  12,  1754. 

Rev.  David  Selden,  known  as  “Pric; 
Selden,  the  next  of  whom  we  have  record,  > 
born  January  14,  1761,  son  of  Thomas,  in  a 
town  of  Chatham.  He  was  baptized  by  F . 
Mr.  Bowers,  and  united  with  the  church  5 r 
2,  1780,  while  a student  at  Yale  Colli  , 
from  which  institution  he  was  gradua 
Rev.  Samuel  Lockwood  was  his  theolog  1 
preceptor,  and  he  received  his  license  to  pre  1 
June  3,  1783.  He  was  invited  to  settle  t 
Hebron,  Conn.,  as  a colleague  with  Dr.  P - 
eroy,  but  returned,  however,  to  his  birthpl 
and  passed  a ministry  of  honor  and  use  - 
ness.  He  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  Mice 
Haddarn  Congregational  Church  October  ), 
1785,  and  his  labors  there  covered  a perioCf 
forty  years.  Soon  after  his  accession  to  e 
pastorate,  a new  confession  of  faith  s 
adopted,  which  continued  in  use  many  ye 
He  wrote  2,565  sermons,  and  only  one  if 
these  was  left  in  print,  a funeral  sermon,  \ >- 
lished  by  special  request  of  the  mourning  f i- 
ily.  During  his  ministry  223  persons  tin  d 
with  the  church.  He  was  a saintly  mala 
scholarly  gentleman  and  a preacher  of  abi  v, 
one  of  the  old-fashioned  ministers,  and  'is 
highly  respected  by  all.  He  passed  away  1- 
uary  18,  1825,  and  is  buried  in  the  lower  c 1- 
etery  at  Middle  Haddani.  On  his  gravest  le 
appears  the  following : 


Amiable  and  pious  in  his  deportment,  atte  ,’e 
to  every  call  of  duty,  'he  was  much  respected  ii  is 
life  and  deepR  lamented  in  his  death. 

Hear  what  the  voice  from  Heaven  proclaim: 
For  all  the  pious  dead: 

Sweet  is  the  savor  of  their  names, 

And  soft  their  sleeping  bed. 

They  died  in  Jesus  and  are  blessed; 

How  kind  their  slumbers  are  ! 

From  suffering  and  from  sin  released, 

And  freed  from  every  snare ! 


Rev.  David  Selden  was  married,  Aui»t 
17,  1784,  to  Cynthia  Maly,  who  was  horn  jly 
25,  1761,  daughter  of  Rev.  Eleazer  May, 01 
forty-seven  years  a Congregational  prea^i 
at  Hadclam,  Conn.  She  died  March  29,  1 
and  is  buried  beside  her  husband.  Of 
seven  children,  some  account  follows: 
David,  born  June  4,  1785,  was  a mere; 
and  importer,  located  in  Liverpool,  EngD- 
and  New  York,  and  became  wealthy, 
ing  the  Avar  of  1812,  he  did 
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: of  his  sons  were  graduates  of  Yale 
je.  (2)  Sylvester,  born  October  19, 
was  a Cong'regational  minister, 
led  in  Westbrook  and,  later,  in  Hebron, 
he  died  October  4,  1841.  (3)  John, 

January  21,  1788,  a merchant  in  Middle- 
is  mentioned  more  fully  elsewhere. 
Huntington,  born  November  17,  1789, 
merchant  at  Middle  Haddam,  and  there 
(5)  Cynthia,  born  March  14,  1791, 
e the  wife  of  Dr.  Munger,  and  was  the 


mot,r  of  Rev.  Theodore  T.  Munger,  D.  D., 
w Haven,  Conn.  (6)  Elizabeth,  born 
iber  16,  1792,  married  Levi  Thayer,  of 
ra,  N.  Y.,  and  died  within  a year  of 
edding  day,  as  the  effect  of  a cold  con- 
1 while  on  the  way  to  her  new  home, 
lezekiah  M.  is  ,'furthelr  mentioned  beb 
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I.  Hezekiah  M.  Selden  was  born  Septem- 
, 1794,  at  Middle  Haddam,  where  he 
lis  entire  life.  He  bought  the  home  farm 
lie  other  heirs,  and  was  quite  exten- 
engaged  in  agriculture.  This  farm  is 
the  possession  of  his  son,  whose  name 
his  article.  He  was  a highly-respected 
and  commanded  the  esteem  of  all. 
in  principle,  he  acted  politically  with 
lig  party  and  its  natural  successor,  the 
ican,  and  filled  many  of  the  town  of- 
Widely  known  as  a man  of  sound 
'lit,  he  often  served  as1  a juryman, 
my  years  he  was  a colonel  of  the  local 
He  was  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
ohurch,  and  died,  firm  in  its  faith, 
4.  1864;  he  was  interred  in  the  lower 
rd  at  Middle  Haddam.  Col.  Selden 
Nancy  Chapman,  daughter  of  Rob- 
ipman,  of  East  Haddam.  She  died 
^79.  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
n New  York  City,  and  her  body  was 
deposited  beside  that  of  her  hus- 
Df  their  eight  children  the  record  is 
|ws:  (1)  Cynthia  became  the  wife  of 

I hibbard,  of  Middle  Haddam,  and  died 
■ars  after  her  marriage.  (2)  Edward 
<>re  reaching  manhood.  (3)  Hezekiah 
at  Wabaunsee,  Kans.,  where  he  mar- 
passed  the  balance  of  his  life;  he  be- 
I imminent  citizen,  and  served  as  clerk 
court  several  years.  (4)  David  E. 
the  age  of  eit 


rc 


js.^een  years.  (5)  John 
ves  further  mention  hereafter.  (6) 


Nancy  C.  died  September  15,  1864,  aged  twen- 
ty-two years.  (7)  Lavinia  married  W.  S. 
Williams,  and  resides  in  New  York  City.  (8) 
Timothy  Dwight  died  when  only  three  years 
of  age. 

John  H.  Selden  was  born  March  27,  1840, 
in  Middle  Haddam,  received  his  primary  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  the  town,  and 
finished  at  the  celebrated  Chase's  Institute,  at 
Middletown,  leaving  school  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years.  He  was  brought  up  to  farm  la- 
bor, beginning  ba  make  himself  useful  at  an 
early  age,  and  remained  at  home,  assisting  his 
father  in  the  tillage  of  the  farm,,  until  Au- 
gust 11,  1862,  when  he  affixed  his  name  to 
the  rolls  of  Company  H,  Twenty-first  Reg- 
iment, Connecticut  Volunteers,  for  three  years’ 
military  service.  The  regiment  was  mus- 
tered in  on  September  4th,  following,  and  im- 
mediately sent  to  the  front.  Mr.  Selden  par- 
ticipated in  every  engagement  of  the  com- 
mand up  to  and  including  that  before  Peters- 
burg. Va.,  where  he  was  severely"  wounded. 
He  fought  at  Fredericksburg,  Muddy  Bend, 
siege  of  Suffolk,  Drury’s  Bluff,  Cold  Harbor, 
and  many  other  engagements,  all  those  of 
his  regiment  except  that  at  Font  Harrison, 
at  which  time  he  was  in  hospital,  suffer- 
ing from  wounds  received  in  the  discharge 
of  duty.  He  was  shot  in  the  shoulder  while 
carrying  the  colors  at  Drury's  Bluff,  and 
was  twice  wounded  in  the  fight  at  Cold  Har- 
bor. While  in  action  at  Petersburg,  July  29, 

1864,  he  was  struck  in  the  face  byr  a minie 
ball,  which  entering  on  the  left  side,  passed 
through  his  nose,  destroying  his  left  eve.  He 
was  picked  up  for  dead,  but,  in  spite  of  the 
adverse  prognosis  of  the  surgeons,  recovered. 
After  lingering  a long  time  in  hospital,  he 
was  discharged,  for  wounds,  February  9. 

1865.  His  recovery  was  little  short  of  mir- 
aculous, and  is  often  commented  on  by  sur- 
geons to  this  day. 

Returning1  to  the  home  farm,  where  he 
resided  several  years,  Mr.  Selden  removed, 
j later,  to  his  present  home,  and  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business,  which  has  had  a steadv  and 
i constant  growth.  He  handles  all  kinds  of  na- 
tive lumber,  shipping  to  New  York.  Since 
1890,  his  son,  John  II.  Selden.  Jr.,  has  been 
I associated  with  him,  and  the  business  is  con- 
ducted under  the  style  of  John  11.  Selden  & 
Son.  Most  of  their  shipping  is  done  at  Mid- 
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die  Haddam,  and  they  are  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  in  the  trade. 

On  December  5,  1866,  Mr.  Selden  mar- 
ried f\Iiss  Louisa  Bulkeley,  a native  of 
Springheld,  Mass.,  a daughter  of  Henry  C. 
Bulkeley,  a skilled  mechanic,  who  died  at 
Montreal,  Canada,  while  superintendent  of  the 
electric  light  plant  of  that  city.  Mrs.  Selden 
graduated  from  the  high  school  of  Springfield, 
and  has  been*  a successful  teacher.  Three 
daughters  and  one  son  make  up  the  family  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Selden.  (1)  Nettie  L.,  the  eld- 
est, was  for  many  years  a school  teacher,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  Frederick  Dickinson,  of 
Chicago,  111.,  and  the  mother  of  one  child, 
Helen  Dickinson.  (2)  Nellie  G.  is  the  wife 
of  Dr.  E.  S.  Parmelee,  of  East  Hampton, 
Conn.,  and  mother  of  Blanche  Parmelee. 
(3)  John  H.  is  engaged  in  business  with  his 
father,  and  is  a prominent  citizen  of  Middle 
Haddam.  Like  his  progenitors,  he  supports 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  As 
an  evidence  of  his  high  place  in  the  public  es- 
teem, it  may  be  stated  that  he  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education,  and  as  reg- 
istrar of  voters,  and  represented  the  town  of 
Chatham  in  the  Legislature  in  the  session  of 
1901,  being  a member  of  the  committee  on 
Claims.  He  married  Sophia  Carried,  of 
Chatham,  and  has  two  children,  John  H1.  and 
Howard  A.  (4)  Cora  B.  is  a graduate  of 
McLean  Seminary,  at  Simsbury,  Conn.,  and 
resides  with  her  parents. 

Besides  serving  on  the  board  of  select- 
men, board  of  relief,  and  in  other  minor  offices, 
John  H.  Selden,  Sr.,  represented  his  town  in 
the  Legislature  of  1881,  serving  on  the  com- 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs.  In  political  senti- 
ment he  is  a Republican,  from  principle.  He 
is  a member  of  Mansfield  Post,  No.  53,  G.  A. 
R.,  of  Middletown,  and  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  Club  of  Connecticut.  Mrs.  Selden  and 
her  daughters  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  where  Mr.  Selden  attends  wor- 
ship. and  which  he  liberally  supports. 

A brave  and  faithful  soldier,  an  honest  and 
substantial  citizen,  Mr.  Selden  confers  credit 
upon  a time-honored  name.  He  wields  con- 
siderable influence  in  his  community.  Unim- 
pulsive,  and  of  sound  and  conservative  judg- 
ment. his  espousal  of  any  cause  gives  it  essen- 
tial strength,  while  his  opposition  brands  any 
undertaking  as,  at  least,  undesirable  and  un- 


worthy. Having  reared  a fine  family, 
performed  conscientiously  every  duty  u 
seemed  incumbent  upon  him,  he  may  look  k 
upon  a life  of  useful  activity,  whose  force  d 
influence  is  still  in  the  tide  of  usefulness. 

GEORGE  W.  HARRIS  (deceased),  10 
in  his  lifetime  was  one  of  the  most  va  id 
citizens  of  Middletown,  where  his  entire  fe 
was  an  example  of  unparalleled  industry  id 
fidelity,  was  a native  of  that  town,  born  '0- 
v ember  8,  1813. 

Mr.  Harris  was  a son  of  Daniel  H;  is, 
whose  father  was  born  in  that  part  of  Gla  ;n- 
bury  known  as  Hopewell,  and  there  folk  ed 
farming  all  his  days.  He  had  four  chilli' a, 
namely : ( 1 ) Ebenezer  married,  lived  id 

died  in  Glastonbury.  (2)  Daniel  is  menti  ed 
below.  (3)  Betsey  married  Ezekiel  Pryor  ad 
they  lived  for  a time  in  Middletown,  tl  ce 
removing  to  Essex,  where  they  died,  lei  ig 
no  children.  Ezekiel  Tryon  was  a sea  cap  in, 
making  voyages  to  the  East  Indies,  late  ri- 
g-aging in  the  coasting  trade.  (4)  Eli  w at 
one  time  in  the  bakery  business  in  Middle  vn 
with  his  brother  Daniel.  He  had  a nunn  us 
family.  He  went  to  Texas  in  later  life, 
it  is  supposed  died  there.  His  son  Janie; 
well-to-do  business  man  of  Sag  Harbor, 
Island. 

Daniel  Harris,  father  of  George  W., 
born  in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  there  makin 
home  until  shortly  after  his  marriage, 
he  removed  to  Middletown,  where  he  p 
the  rest  of  his  days.  Learning  the  trai 
baker,  lie  established  a bakery  busines 
South  street,  and  conducted  same  for 
years ; then  engaged  in  hauling  and  true 
besides  other  lines,  such  as  running  a stone 
(which  he  owned)  on  the  Connecticut 
The  later  years  of  his  life  were  occupy  111 
trucking  only.  He  married  Mehitabe  A. 
Hatch,  of  Wethersfield,  and  ten  children  [ere 
born  to  them,  a brief  sketch  of  whom  is  a 
lows:  (1)  Daniel  J.,  who  was  a sailoi 

of  a roving  disposition,  died  in  Boston 
married.  (2)  Samuel  was  a printer  in 
Haven,  dying  there;  he  was  twice  111a 
(first)  to  Sarah  Jane  Kelly,  of  New 
and  (second)  to-  Sarah  Phelps,  of  New  H 
Conn.  (3)  Julius  C.,  who  was  a sailor 
his  home  in  Middletown,  was  seized  wit 
low  fever  at  Galveston,  Texas,  died  wh 


nd 
i a 
ng 

as 

his 

en 

;ed 

of 

on 

,ny 

ig. 

sat 

er. 


bi- 

nd 

un- 

e\v 

ed. 

■irk, 

•en, 

nth 

y el- 
on 


235 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


wav  home,  and  was  buried  at  sea;  he  mar- 
■d  Susan  Stevens,  an  orphan.  (4)  Mehita- 
-|  A.  married  Frederick  Barnes,  a sailor, 
10  died  at  New  Orleans;  she  died  at  Middle- 
,vn.  (5)  George  W.  is  fully  spoken  of  far- 
■r  on.  (6)  John  F.  was  drowned  during  a 
.diet,  when  a lad  of  about  fifteen  years.  (7) 
Airy  C.  was  a joiner  by  trade,  following 
ne  in  East  Haddani  and  Middletown,  but 
now  living  retired  at  the  home  of  his  daugh- 
, Mrs.  John  F.  Parker,  in  Middlefield;  he 
iirried  Phebe  Ann  Smith.  (8)  Alonzo  C. 
s a joiner  in  Middletown,  and  died  there; 

1 married  Amelia  Butler.  (9)  Wallace  W. 
od  at  the  age  of  four  years.  (10)  Edwin  B. 

( d at  the  time  of  his  mother's  taking  away, 
en  only  four  days  old. 

<j  George  W.  Harris,  whose  name  opens  this 
; tch,  received  a liberal  education  at  the  com- 
1 n schools,  and  so  diligently  applied  himself 
t his  studies  as,  ait  an  early  age,  to  attract  the 
1 mtion  of  his  teacher,  who  frequently  com- 
1 nded  his  example  to  the  rest  of  the  scholars. 
j the  age  of  thirteen  years,  young  Harris 
1 ,ame  a clerk  in  the  grocery  store  of  J.  & S. 

dor,  where,  after  serving  in  that  capacity 
1 fifteen  years,  he  was  taken  into  partner- 
s >.  withdrawing  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years 
:i  entering  the  Central  National  Bank. 
J -re  lie  remained  for  twenty  years  as  cashier 
w ilding  to  the  duties  of  that  incumbency  a 
1 siderable  portion  of  the  time  without  as- 
' ants,  and  without  losing  a day  for  seven- 


1 years,  at  the  end  of  which  long  period  he 
< a vacation  for  some  three  weeks  to  visit 
lie  West.  It  is  without  doubt  owing  to 
fidelity  and  judgment  that  the  bank  became 
1 of  the  most  prosperous  in  the  State.  He 
h retired  from  the  bank,  intending  to  give 
ill  business,  but  after  the  expiration  of  two 
s "<as  called  to  act  as  president  and  real- 
fc  agent  of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank, 

1 1 position  he  held  for  about  a year.  Two 
s 'ah‘r  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  same 
j'  which  office  he  was  holding  at  the  time 
b death,  September  29,  1887;  he  was  con- 
'I  with  the  bank  as  trustee  about  twentv- 
1 years.  Mr.  Harris  was  treasurer  of  the 
(|f  Middlesex  for  twenty-eight  years, 
a director  in  the  Middletown  Gas  Eight 
p mv.  and  the  Shaler  & Hall  Quarry  Com- 
"f  Portland  for  many  years.  In  politics 
'donged  to  the  old  Whig  party,  and  by 


personal  effort,  in  the  fall  of  1844,  was  suc- 
cessful in  carrying  the  town  for  his  party 
against  large  Democratic  odds.  He  joined 
the  Republican  party  at  its  organization  and 
was  an  ardent  supporter  of  its  principles  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death.  In  his  business,  politi- 
cal and  social  life  Mr.  Harris  was  exact  in 
every  detail,  prompt  in  his  engagements,  at- 
tending to  everything, — overlooking  nothing; 
and  whatever  he  undertook  he  did  with  great 
earnestness.  This  characteristic  was  very 
prominent  in  his  make-up,  even  extending  to 
his  personal  appearance,  of  which  he  was 
very  particular,  his  attire  always  giving  evid- 
ence of  care,  good  taste  and  neatness.  He  had 
been  a regular  attendant  at  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Middletown  from  the  time  of  his 
first  marriage,  and  had  been  largely  associated 
with  its  interests  for  many  years.  In  his  death 
the  family  lost  a kind  husband  and  father,  the 
community  a worthy  citizen,  and  the  various 
institutions  with  which  he  was  connected  a 
valuable  counselor.  His  remains  were  laid  to 
rest  in  Indian  Hill  cemetery.  He  left  a large 
estate. 


In  1832  George  W.  Harris  was  married,  in 
Middletown,  to  Miss  Hannah  T.  Child,  of 
Middle  Haddam,  born  June  1,  1813,  daughter 
of  Buckley  and  Sally  (Tracy)  Child,  and  four 
children  were  born  to  this  union : ( 1 ) Sarah 
C.,  born  January  17,  1833,  was  married  No- 
vember 26,  1857,  to  Elijah  Ackley  (see  sketch 
of  him  elsewhere),  and  died  October  22,  1859. 
(2)  Helen  E.,  born  December  10,  1834.  mar- 
ried October  16,  1862,  Elijah  Ackley  (his  sec- 
ond wife),  who  died  October  29,  1883;  his 
widow  now  resides  in  Middletown.  (3)  Fran- 
ces A.,  born  September  10,  1836,  died  Novem- 
ber 19,  1836.  (4)  George  H.,  born  April  30. 

1840,  died  June  15,  1897  (see  sketch  else- 
where). The  mother  of  this  family  died  May 
13,  1840,  and  is  buried  in  Indian  Hill  ceme- 


tery. 

On  February  10,  1842,  Mr.  Harris  for  his 
second  wife  married  Miss  Amelia  Johnson, 
who  was  born  November  7.  1816,  in  Chatham, 
daughter  of  Setli  and  Emily  (Tracy)  Johnson, 
and  six  children  came  of  this  union  : ( I ) Theo- 
dore Dwight,  born  October  25.  1844.  died 
August  13,  1851.  (2)  Edward  Samuel,  born 
July  14,  1846,  died  January  14,  1847.  (3) 
Emma  A.,  born  April  <».  1848,  died  February 
18,  1849.  (4)  Emma  A.  (2),  born  February 
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24,  1850,  died  August  15,  1851.  (5) --Emily 
Tracy,  born  January  5,  1852,  died  April  18, 
1852.  (6)  Grace  G.,  born  July  11,  1858,  died 
December  25,  1858.  The  mother  of  these, 
a highly  respected  old  lady,  is  still  making  her 
home  in  Middletown,  and  at  her  advanced 
age  is  remarkably  well  preserved,  retaining 
her  every  faculty. 

CAPT.  SMITH  WEEKS,  retired  sea 
•captain,  and  an  extensive  real  estate  owner, 
has  been  a resident  since  1869,  of  what  is 
known  as  South  Farms,  in  Middletown,  Mid- 
dlesex county,  and  is  one  of  the  venerable  cit- 
izens of  that  town.  His  eventful  life  has  been 
filled  with  experiences  strange  and  marvelous 
in  their . character.  He  began  life  with  little 
or  no  advantages  of  education,  and  has  be- 
come a well  informed  man  by  observation,  at- 
tention and  the  processes  of  a naturally 
thoughtful  and  retentive  mind. 

The  Weeks  family  is  an  old  one  in  New 
England.  Francis  Weeks,  supposedly  a 
brother  of  George,  of  Dorchester,  and  Thomas 
of  Huntington,  came  from  Devonshire,  Eng- 
land, in  the  same  ship  with  Rev.  Richard 
Mather,  and  located  at  Salem,  Mass.  In  1636, 
when  but  a young  man,  lie  went  to  Providence 
in  company  with  Roger  Williams,  and 
was  a selectman  of  the  colony.  In  1641  he 
removed  to  New  York,  where  he  was  granted 
a plantation  in  Gravesend,  L.  I.,  in  1648.  Two 
years  later  he  located  in  Oyster  Bay,  L.  I.,  of 
which  he  became  a joint  proprietor.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Luther. 

Captain  Weeks  w’as  born  at  West  Farms, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  31,  1823,  and 
was  but  a child  when  his  parents,  Benjamin 
and  Eleanor  (Hunt)  Weeks,  removed  to 
Patchogue,  L.  I.  His  father  was  born  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  May  3,  1796,  and  his 
mother  was  born  January  12,  1798,  in  West- 
chester county,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Hunt.  Benjamin  Weeks  was  a child  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Westchester  county, 
and  in  time  he  became  employed  in  a paper 
mill  near  West  Farms.  In  1823  he  removed 
with  his  wife  and  four  children  to  Patchogue, 
where  he  worked  in  a paper  mill  for  a number 
of  years.  He  was  also  a fisherman  and 
farmer.  He  died  September  30,  1877,  his 

widow  on  August  20,  1881.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  Stephen,  born  March  19, 


1816,  died  October  6,  1891,  in  Patchogui 
I. ; he  was  a ship  and  house  carpenter.  ] 
iel  L.,  born  April  15,  1818,  is  the  fathe 
Henry  E.,  Frank  B.  and  Eleanor  J.,  of  i 
dletown.  Livizer,  born  February  8,  1 
died  September  29,  1893,  Middle!  H, 

Conn.;  she  married  Rev.  Isaac  Sanfor  a 
Methodist  clergyman.  Smith  is  the  sul  :t 
of  this  article.  Benjamin,  born  January  [1, 
1826,  died  October  29,  1894,  in  Patclio 
he  was  a farmer,  and,  in  the  prime  of  his  e, 
a sea-going  man.  Aaron  C.,  born  Octobt  5, 
1829,  died  June  27,  1864;  he  fell  from  le 
masthead  of  the  vessel  on  which  he  was  .1- 
ployed,  while  in  the  waters  of  Great  S :h 
Bay,  L.  I.  Lydia  A.,  born  July  5,  183 
the  widow  of  Hosea  Crandall,  and  is  li 
at  Newtown,  Conn.  George  Washington, 
February  10,  1834,  is  living  a retired  lii 
Patchogue,  L.  I.  Charles  W.,  bom  Sep 
ber  28,  1836,  a Civil  war  veteran,  residt 
Patchogue,  L.  I.  Ellen  M.,  born  Novel 
24,  1838,  is  the  widow  of  Capt.  Abram 
ler,  of  Patchogue.  Henry  PI.,  'born  Febr 
28,  1841,  lives  at  Patchogue.  Lafayette 
born  June  12,  1843,  is  a veteran  of  the  1 
war,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Patchogue. 

Stephen  Weeks,  the  grandfather  of  ( 
Weeks,  was  a farmer,  and  the  keeper  oi 
Throgg’s  Point  light  house  for  a numbe 
years.  His  brother,  Smith  Weeks,  was  01 
the  most  noted  Methodist  divines  of  a fo 
generation.  Their  father  was  Abel  Week: 

Captain  Smith  Weeks  was  educated  ii 
common  schools  of  his  day,  and  has  a gra 
memory  of  his  boyhood  teachers.  Afte 
was  eleven  years'  of  age  he  had  but 
schooling  except  such  as  might  be  obtaine 
a scattered  attendance,  during  a few  mcjhs 
in  the  winter.  He  was  a farmer  boy,  andja^ 
early  set  to  work.  At  eleven  years  of  ag  he 
could  plow  with  oxen.  He  early  showec jus 
lack  of  all  fear  of  the  water,  and  incident:, re 
related  that  show  the  boy  was  indeed  it  G 
case  the  father  of  the  man.  While  still  J1" 
der  sixteen  he  went  out  on  the  sloop  Wjh- 
man,"  engaged  in  carrying  wood  from  ( ;a- 
South  Bay  to  New  York.  He  was  a s 
before  the  mast  on  the  schooner  “Merch, 

He  was  provident,  and  saved  his  earning 
that  he  was  soon 'able  to  buy  a sailboat  in 
panv  with  another  young  man.  This  \ 
was  lost  while  engaged  in  oyster  fisliin 
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are  bay.  Our  subject  was  master  of  the 
ler  “Silas  Crane,”  which  plied  between 
York  and  North  Carolina,  and  of  the 
ter,  “Marcia,"  sailing  on  the  same  trade, 
terward  owned  the  “Equator, ’’  his  first 
-chc  ler  property,  which  went  on  the  beach 
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g Island  with  a load  of  oysters.  This 
hen  he  was  still  under  twenty-five,  and 
a great  loss  to  him.  Captain  Weeks 
ed  the  water  until  1870,  for  a period  of 
st  thirty-five  years,  and  then  gave  up 
reer  as  a sailor.  During  that  time  he 
en  a coaster  from  Salem,  Mass.,  to  Gal- 
, Texas,  and  proved  a bold  and  courag- 
naster.  The  dipper  ship,  “Tingqua,” 
for  New  York  from  Shanghai,  was 
f.;d  on  the  Hatteras  Shoals,  off  North 

vain 


p from  several  passing  vessels.  Capt. 
came  to  their  aid,  and  picked  up  the 
aving  fourteen  lives.  For  this  wonder- 
lievement  he  was  afterwards  presented 
handsome  gold  watch  by  the  owners  of 
ingqua."  He  had  the  “R.  L.  Myers” 
t Port  Jefferson,  L.  I.,  and  owned  the 
/ South,”  which  he  sailed  mine  years, 
is  the  last  vessel  out  of  Charleston,  S. 
ving  that  port  after  the  fall  of  Fort 
. Capt.  Weeks  was  engaged  in  the 
g trade  for  the  Government  during  the 
1 Ic  accompanied  Gen.  Burnside  to  New- 
. C.,  with  the  schooner  “Sunny  South,” 
d on  board  intrenching  tools  for  the 
is  well  as  other  supplies.  In  the  same 
ie  carried  a load  of  oats  for  cavalry 
>11  the  Janies  river.  During  the  war  lie 
| ie  “Ridgewood,”  at  Greenpoint.  At 
iver,  Conn.,  he  built  the  “Idabella,” 
or  his  two  daughters,  a large  schooner 
vas  lost  off  Cape  Cod,  April  4,  1876. 
lear  Galveston,  the  decks  of  the  “Ida- 
icre  swept  by  a heavy  sea  that  threw 
eeks  against  the  house,  and  pro- 
ijuries  that  caused  him  to  abandon  the 


■ \Y  eeks  kept  house  at  Greenpoint 
when  he  removed  to  Middletown, 
Silver  street  built  a home  which  ha? 
residence  to  the  present  time.  Hero 
>ut  up  a number  of  good  houses,  and 
a large  work  in  the  improvement  of 
ion  of  Middletown. 

• Weeks  and  Miss  Hannah  A.  Newins 


were  married  February  18,  1851.  She  was 
born  at  Patchogue,  Long  Island,  December 
28,  1826,  daughter  of  William  and  Catherine 
(Smith)  Newins,  and  died  at  South  Farms 
June  16,  1892.  She  was  an  invalid  for  years, 
and  the  Captain’s  devotion  to  her  was  marked, 
neither  expense  nor  pains  being  spared  when 
her  comfort  or  pleasure  was  to  be  considered. 
Capt.  and  Mrs.  Weeks  had  children  as  follows: 
(1)  Isabella  attended  grammar  school,  No.  22, 
Brooklyn,  and  was  later  a pupil  in  a private 
school  at  Middletown ; she  studied  language 
under  Prof.  Huber,  of  Wesleyan,  and  has  had 
classes  in  French.  Her  musical  talent  has 
been  highly  cultivated,  and  she  has  had  the 
early  training  of  a number  of  musical  scholars 
who  have  since  displayed  much  ability.  She 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Chautauqua  Cir- 
cle. (2)  Ida  F.  graduated  from  the  Middle- 
town  high  school  in  1873,  and  on  June  26, 
1879,  married  Prof.  Joseph  Chester  Burke, 
who  was  born  October  31,  1853,  son  of  Dr. 
George  W.  Burke,  of  Middletown.  His  early 
death,  June  27,  1885,  was  a distinct  loss  to  his 
profession.  He  had  held  many  prominent  po- 
sitions in  his  work,  and  had  a high  reputation 
throughout  the  east.  His  only  child,  Edith 
Weeks,  was  born,  at  Auburndale,  Mass.,  June 
21,  1885.  His  widow  now  makes  her  home 
with  her  father. 

Capt.  Weeks  has  always  sympathized  with 
the  Democratic  party,  but  has  no  patience  with 
the  later  developments  of  that  organization, 
and  voted  for  McKinley  in  1896,  and  in  1900. 
He  has  served  as  collector  of  school  taxes. 
In  his  early  life  he  was  an  Odd  Fellow.  He 
and  his  wife  united  with  the  Methodist  Church 
when  they  were  still  young  people.  Capt. 
Weeks  has  experienced  the  “ups  and  downs” 
of  life.  He  has  lost  what  would  be  a fortune 
for  most  men,  but  still  owns  a very  comfort- 
able competence  and  has  reared  his  family 
well. 

CHARLES  W . PAGE,  M.  D.,  who  until 
September  1,  1901.  was  the  very  efficient  su- 
perintendent of  the  Connecticut  Hospital  for 
the  Insane,  at  Middletown,  now  lives  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn.  The  Connecticut  Hospital  for  the 
Insane  at  Middletown  is  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive and  superior  institutions  of  the  kind  in  the 
United  States,  and  is  thoroughly  modem  and 
progressive  in  its  management.  It  has  a fine 
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equipment  and  everything  that  the  art  and 
science  of  medicine  may  hope  to  do  for  the  un- 
fortunate members  of  the  human  family  who 
come  under  its  charge  is  freely  done.  While 
Dr.  Page  was  its  superintendent,  it  had  over 
two  thousand  patients  and  about  one  hundred 
attaches,  and  required  executive  ability  of  its 
head  that  was  far  more  than  ordinary.  Dr. 
Page,  while  not  yet  an  old  man,  has  had  over 
thirty  years’  experience  in  institutions,  and  he 
brought  the  Middletown  hospital  up  to  the 
very  highest  stage  of  efficiency. 

Dr.  Page  is  a descendant  from  old  settlers 
in  New  England  through  several  families.  He 
is  in  the  ninth  generation  from  that  John  Page 
who  came  with  Winthrop  and  settled  at  Salem, 
Mass.,  in  1630,  and  later  made  his  home  in 
Watertown.  His  mother,  Lucinda  Whitney, 
was  a descendant  of  that  John  Whitney  who 
settled  at  Watertown  in  1635.  All  his  ancestors 
have  been  Massachusetts  families,  and  his  con- 
nections are  with  several  old  and  prominent 
families  in  that  State. 

Dr.  Page  was  born  at  Westminster,  Mass., 
September  7,  1845,  a son  °f  Josiah  Page,  who 
was  born  at  Fitchburg,  Mass.  He  attended 
Westminster  Academy,  then  a noted  school 
that  numbered  among  its  pupils  many  men  who 
afterwards  rose  to  eminence  in  the  various 
walks  of  life.  He  also  attended  Appleton 
Academy,  at  New  Ipswich  and  the  Fitchburg 
high  school.  He  graduated  from  the  Medi- 
cal School  of  Harvard  College  in  1872.  He 
was  especially  proficient  in  the  field  of  mental 
alienation,  and  very  soon  made  it  his  specialty. 
He  commenced  the  general  practice  of  medi- 
cine at  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  and  soon  after  went 
to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane  at  Hartford, 
where  he  was  assistant  physician  tO'  Df. 
Stearns  until  1888.  That  year  he  went  to  the 
hospital  at  Danvers,  Mass.,  to  take  the  position 
of  superintendent,  which  he  continued  to  fill 
ten  years.  On  September  1,  1898,  be  be- 
came superintendent  of  the  Connecticut  Hos- 
pital for  the  Insane  at  Middletowfn,  and  filled 
that  position  with  marked  ability  until  his 
resignation  September  1,  1901,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Dr.  Henry  S.  Noble. 

Dr.  Page  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  wife  was  Miss  Henrietta  Parkhurst,  of 
Wilton.  N.  H.,  who  bore  him  one  son,  Park- 
burst  Page,  now  of  Boston.  The  Doctor’s 
present  wife  was  Miss  Caroline  Collins,  a 


daughter  of  Erastus  and  Mary  (Atwood)  C 
lins,  of  Hartford.  Three  children  have  lx! 
born  of  the  second  marriage:  Atwood,  Char' 
W.,  Jr.,  and  Ruth  W.  Dr.  Page  does  not  t; 
an  active  part  in  politics,  and  aims  to  vote 
good  men  and  measures  irrespective  of  pa 
considerations.  He  is  a man  of  culture  a 
refinement,  courteous  and  genial,  and  is  a th 
ough  disciplinarian. 


D.  WILSON  SPENCER,  who  is  an  b 
ored  representative  of  an  old  and  proinin 
family  of  Essex,  Middlesex  county,  is  a c 
zen  who  has  become  well  and  most  favora 
known  to  the  community  where,  after  a lc 
and  successful  life,  he  now  occupies  the 
portant  position  of  president  of  the  Saybrc 
Bank  of  Essex. 

Thomas  Spencer,  the  first  of  the  Connei 
cut  representatives  of  the  family,  in  1685  $ 
tied  in  Westbrook,  where  he  began  work 
the  iron  mines  of  Pond  Meadow,  this  bei 
the  first  work  of  the  kind  in  Middlesex  coun 

Joseph  Spencer,  the  grandfather  of  D.  V 
son,  was  a native  of  Westbrook,  where  he  v 
engaged  in  farming  and  blacksmith  work  u: 
his  death,  at  an  advanced  age.  In  politics 
was  a Republican.  Joseph  Spencer  marrf 
Saba  Dee,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
following  children:  Daniel;  George,  who 
cated  at  Toledo,  and  later  at  Maumee,  Ok 
Isaac,  residing  in  Meriden,  Conn. ; Lucy,  v 
married  Amasa  Spencer,  of  Westbrook;  Eli 
who  married  Jedediah  Post,  of  Westbroo 
and  Maria,  who  married  Capt.  Niche 
Magna,  of  Westbrook.  Joseph  Spencer  n: 
ried  for  his  second  wife  the  widow  of  Hinck 
Post,  of  Westbrook. 

Daniel  Spencer,  the  father  of  our  subj 
was  born  in  Westbrook  in  1808,  and  died 
the  fall  of  1882.  He  grew;  up  in  his  nal 
village,  and  there  married  Minerva  Kelsey 
daughter  of  Russell  and  Cyntha  (L’  Horn:  • 
dieu)  Kelsey,  and  to  them  were  born:  Rus: 
w)ho  died  in  Westbrook  in  1899,  at  the  age 
seventy-two ; Ellen  Janette,  born  in  1829,  \ 
first  married  William  M.  Stannard.  seep 
Horace  Wilcox;  Louise,  who  married  Jr- 
Dickinson,  of  Essex,  later  of  Duluth,  Mip 
and  died  ini  Denver,  Colo. ; Ann  Jane;  G.  VC 
lace,  a resident  of  Westbrook;  Augusta  I 
who  married  William  C.  Comstock,  of  Ess 
D.  Wilson;  and  Gertrude,  who  died  in  ch 
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xl.  Daniel  Spencer  learned  the  trade  of 
cksmith  in  the  shop  ol  his  father.  For  a 
ie  lie  was  engaged  in  fishing  in  the  Connec- 
it  river  and  also  in  the  Sound,  during  this 
iod  residing  in  Lyme,  Conn.  For  the  major 
tion  of  his  time  he  kept  to  his  trade  only 
continuing  when  advancing  years  made  it 
isable.  His  death  occurred  at  the  home 
his  son  in  Westbrook. 

D.  Wilson  Spencer  was  born  April  4,  1841, 
Westbrook,  where  he  attended  the  common 
ools  and  the  academy,  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
inning  life  for  himself.  Coming  to  Essex, 
was  for  two  years  engaged  in  the  factory 
the  Pettipaug  Company,  and  then  entered 
employ  of  Alexander  Pratt  & Co.,  as  clerk 
'.heir  general  store  at  Centerbrook,  remain- 
tliere,  however,  less  than  two-  years.  In 
ipany  with  G.  A.  Bushnell  he  entered  into 
irtnership  in  the  mercantile  business,  which 
iciation  continued  from  April,  1863,  to 
nary,  1866,  when  Mr.  Spencer  purchased 
partner’s  interest,  and  he  has,  since  then, 
1 the  sole  owner  of  the  business.  In  point 
crvice  Mr.  Spencer  is  the  oldest  merchant 
he  town  of  Essex  and  enjoys  a very  large 
'onage.  Several  assistants  are  recpiired  in 
establishment  and  two  delivery  teams  are 
busy,  Mr.  Spencer  accommodating  his 
ons  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 

Aside  from  his  successful  mercantile  busi- 
, Mr.  Spencer  is  interested  in  farming, 
also  owns  tenement  property  which  is  very 
unerative.  During  his  long  residence 
• he  has  become  thoroughly  identified 
every  interest  of  the  community,  and  for 
it)  -one  years  was  the  popular  and  efficient 
master  at  Centerhrook;  since  January  1, 
>,  lie  lias  been  president  of  the  Saybrook 
; of  Essex,  one  of  the  solid  and  substan- 
institutions  of  the  State,  having  served 
three  years  previously  as  its  vice-presi- 
, and  for  twelve  years  as  director, 
dr.  Spencer  was  married  toi  S.  Imogene 
mell,  daughter  of  Richard  Bushnell,  and 
is  union  were  born : Norman  W.,  who 

at  the  age  of  nineteen ; and  James  B.,  his 
r s assistant,  who  married  Edith  Munn, 
nv  London,  and  has  one  son,  Daniel  W. 
'"lilically  Mr.  Spencer  has  always  been 
publican  of  no  uncertain  views,  taking  a 
mid  active  interest  in  the  deliberations 

success  of  his  party.  His  connection 

10 


with  the  bank,  which  he  now  serves  as  pres- 
ident, has  been  efficient,  and  has  met  with  the 
endorsement  of  his  associates,  as  has  been 
| shown  by  the  confidence  they  have  placed  in 
him.  Besides  attending  carefully  to  his  pri- 
vate business,  Mr.  Spencer  has  been  a tireless 
worker  for  the  good  of  his  community,  and 
has  thoroughly  identified  himself  with  all  pub- 
lic enterprises  which  have  promised  to  bene- 
fit the  neighborhood  in  which  he  has  so  long 
lived,  and  where  he  is  so  highly  esteemed. 

DEWITT  CLINTON  WILLIAMS  is 
one  of  the  most  esteemed  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Chatham,  Middlesex  county,  Conn.,  and 
for  many  years  he  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  leading  business  interests 
of  that  locality.  Accomplishment  and  pro- 
gress ever  imply  labor,  energy  and  diligence, 
and  it  was  those  qualities  that  enabled  Mr. 
Williams  to  rise  from  the  ranks  of  the  many 
and  stand  among  the  successful  few. 

Among  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  of 
Chatham  were  the  ancestors  of  the  Williams 
family.  Charles  Williams,  great-grandfa- 
ther of  Dewitt  C.,  died  there,  and  was  buried 
in  Colchester.  In  the  same  town,  the  grand- 
father, Thomas  Williams,  spent  his  entire  life, 
engaged  in  farming.  He  was  buried  near 
where  several  of  the  family  still  reside.  In 
his  Bible,  which  is  still  preserved  by  the  fam- 
ily, he  wrote : “This  Bible  dated  this  7th  day 

of  February,  1770 — God  give  him  grace  to 
make  a proper  use  of  this  Book  for  we  take  it 
to  be  the  Book  of  Glory.”  Thomas  Williams 
married  (first)  Sarah  Sparrow,  who  died  Jan- 
uary 16,  1784,  and  by  that  union  had  three 
children:  Anna,  born  January  20,  1776,  who 

died  March  7,  1778;  Statira,  born  April  10, 
1777 ; and  Grace,  born  October  8,  1781. 
Thomas  Williams’  second  marriage  was  prob- 
ably to  the  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  to  them 
also  were  born  three  children:  John,  July 

25,  1785;  Sparrow;  and  Rebecca,  bom  in 
1793,  who  died  July  13,  1880. 

Sparrow  Williams  was  barn  March  15. 
1788,  near  the  dividing  line  between  Chatham 
and  Colchester,  and  always  lived  within  a mile 
of  his  birthplace.  Throughout  life  he  fol- 
lowed farming  and  lumbering  quite  extensive- 
ly, and  in  the  latter  business  was  assisted  bv 
his  sons,  carrying  on  operations  under  the 
firm  name  of  S.  Williams  & Sons.  He  was 
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well  known  throughout  his  native  and  neigh- 
boring towns  as  an  honest,  industrious-  and 
successful  business  man,  and  was  held  in  high 
regard.  Politically,  he  was  a Whig,  and 
later,  a Democrat.  He  died  June  6,  1875. 
On  April  22,  1812,  he  married  Rebecca  Car- 
rier, who  was  born  November  3,  1792,  and  died 
July  13,  1880.  She  was  the  second  in  order 
of  birth  in  the  family  of  three  children  born 
to  Samuel  and  Abby  (Hyde)  Carrier,  the  oth- 
ers being  Astibulus,  who  married  Electa 
Adams ; and  Matilda,  who  married  Elias 
Loomis,  of  Colchester.  They  were  descend- 
ants of  Thomas  Carrier,  a native  of  Wales. 
To  Sparrow  and  Rebecca  (Carrier)  Williams 
came  the  following  children  : ( 1 ) Abby  Ma- 

ria, born  October  17,  1813,  married  Avery 
Latham,,  of  Columbia,  Conn.  (2)  Sarah  El- 
lis, born  June  10,  1816,  married  Isaac  H.  Day, 
of  Colchester,  and  both  died  in  Portland. 
(3)  Thomas  Newell,  born  March  29,  1818, 
died  September  22,  1887;  his  wife,  Laura 
(Root),  died  early  in  1885.  (4)  Dewitt  Clin- 

ton is  next  in  order  of  birth.  (5)  Charlotte 
Fidelia,  born  April  10.  1830,  married  Samuel 
N.  Brainard,  who  died  in  1893,  leaving  a 
widow  and  family  residing  in  Colchester,  viz., 
Roxie  M.  (deceased),  Samuel  N.,  Frederick 
W.,  Herbert  Day  and  Herbert  Day  (2)  (all 
three  deceased),  Stephen  Day,  and  Charlotte 
Fidelia.  (6)  Electa  Delucia,  born  July  10, 
1832,  married  D.  B.  Clark,  of  Chatham. 

Dewitt  C.  Williams  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Chatham  February  26,  1825,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools.  In  1850  he 
built  the  large  and  comfortable  residence  which 
has  since  been  his'  home.  At  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen years  he  began  life  for  himself  as  a lum- 
berman, in  company  with  his  father  and 
brother,  and  ten  years  later  purchased  their  in- 
terests in  the  business,  which  he  carried  on 
alone  with  marked  success.  He  owned  and  op- 
erated a sawmill,  being  principally  engaged  in 
getting  out  railroad  timber,  but  in  times  past 
has  handled  large  quantities  of  ship  timber, 
much  of  which  was  sold  at  East  Haddam.  Mr. 
Williams  also,  engaged  in  farming,  and  to  him 
tobacco  raising  proved  a profitable  branch  of 
that  business.  Since  1890  he  has  been  assisted 
in  the  business  by  his  son.  During  the  past 
thirty  years  he  has  done  a very  successful  busi- 
ness in  soliciting  life  insurance. 


In  June,  1850,  Mr.  Williams  married  Miss 
Fannie  Selden,  who  was  born  March  11,  1824, 
youngest  child  of  Jonathan  and  Mahitable 
(Chapman)  Selden,  representatives  of  one  of 
the  early  families  of  Haddam.  Their  other 
children  were  Robert,  who  died  in  Ohio: 
Maria;  Edwin,  who  died  young:  Emeline,  wife 
of  Stephen  Brown;  Joseph  Edwin;  Jerusha, 
deceased  wife  of  Calvin  Russell ; and  William 
Albert,  a resident  of  Anna,  111.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
D.  C.  Williams  have  only  one  child,  Frank  A., 
who  was  born  June  10,  1858,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  lumbering.  He  married 
Alice  Skinner,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
Jennie  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  His  sec- 
ond union  was  with  Edith  Murkett,  and  they 
have  three  children  : Alice  D.,  born  February 

25,  1896:  Edgar  Dewitt,  November  19,  1897; 
and  Clinton  Frank,  February  26,  1901. 

Originally  Mr.  Williams  was  a Whig  in 
politics,  and  he  is  now  a stanch  Republican. 
He  resided  in  the  northern  part  of  East  Had- 
dam for  a few  years,  and  while  there  served  as 
selectman,  from  1858  to  1862.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  active  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  and  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  Dur- 
ing his  entire  life  Mr.  Williams  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  music,  and  although  now  well 
advanced  in  life  his  voice  seems  unimpaired, 
and  he  takes  advantage  of  every  opportunity  to 
hear  and  assist  in  singing.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen he  commenced  singing  in  church,  receiv- 
ing fifty  cents  each  Sunday  for  his  services, 
and  led  the  singing  in  the  Congregational 
Church  of  East  Haddam  for  many  years,  often 
leading  the  singing  to  the  present  day.  He 
also  conducted  singing  schools  in  that  place,  as 
well  as  in  Westchester  and  Colchester,  and  has 
ever  been  prominent  in  musical  circles. 

GILBERT  STANCE  IFF  (deceased),  than 
whom  there  was  no  better  known  or  more  high- 
ly respected  resident  of  Portland,  came  from 
its  oldest  family,  his  ancestors  having  led  the 
way  in  the  development  of  the  quarry  indus- 
tries, which  have  made  this  section  of  the  State 
familiar  to'  all  the  Atlantic  coast.  Mr.  Stancliff 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Portland,  and  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  his  active  years  were  passed 
in  the  quarries. 

Tradition  has  it  that  James  Stancliff,  an 
English  stone  worker,  came  from  the  old  coun- 
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try  to  Middlesex  county,  and  was  the  first  white 
man  to  settle  on  the  brown  stone  quarry 
grounds  on  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut 
river.  He  bought  a tract  of  land,  twenty-five 
rods  square,  May  2,  1690,  and  the  next  day 
he  bought  another  piece  of  land  farther  up  the 
hill,  and  on  June  6th,  of  the  same  year,  he 
bought  six  acres  more.  He  built  the  first  house 
in  what  is  now  Portland,  and  is  supposed  to 
have  occupied  it  until  1720.  In  the  year  of  his 
settlement  he  began  the  quarrying  business, 
and  in  1720  became  so  prosperous  that  he  built 
a second  and  larger  house  on  the  six-acre  tract. 
The  house  built  in  1690  was  the  home  of  Gil- 
bert Stancliff,  whose  name  introduces  this  ar- 
ticle. He  was  of  the  fifth  generation  to  have 
lived  in  it,  and  it  was  his  home  until  he  was 
ten  years  old.  The  old  house  was  torn  down  in 
1840,  and  seven  years  later,  together  with  other 
quarry  land  owned  by  the  Stancliff  family,  be- 
came the  property  of  the  Brainerd  Quarry 
Company. 

James  Stancliff,  the  emigrant,  had  a son 
and  a grandson  who  bore  his  name  and  fol- 
lowed the  quarry  business.  The  first  James 
Stancliff  died  in  1772;  the  second  in  1778;  and 
the  third  in  1831.  A numerous  family  sprang 
from  the  old  pioneer,  and  is  scattered  over  the 
State.  The  family  had  seven  representatives 
in  the  Revolutionary  armies,  whose  names  are 
recorded  in  the  roll  of  honor  at  Hartford.  One 
was  taken  prisoner,  one  died  in  the  service,  and 
five  were  honorably  discharged.  There  was 
also  a William  Stancliff,  the  father  of  Comfort 
Stancliff.  In  all  there  are  now  eight  genera- 
tions enumerated  in  Connecticut. 

Gilbert  Stancliff  was  born  September  22, 
1822,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Electa  (Tennant) 
Stancliff,  and  a grandson  of  James  and  Mary 
(Wells)  Stancliff. 

James  Stancliff,  of  the  third  generation  to 
bear  the  name,  had  his  home  on  Congress 
street,  near  the  old  cemetery,  and  was  one  of 
the  highly  respected  men  of  his  day.  Among 
the  children  born  to  him  and  his  wife  Mary 
Wells,  were:  Mary,  who  married  Erastus 

Brainerd,  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of 
Portland,  a great  stone  quarryman,  and  more 
than  any  other  the  leader  of  his  day:  George, 
a farmer,  who  lived  on  Gaines  Hill,  in  Port- 
land, and  died  leaving  one  daughter,  Ellen, 
who  never  married;  Jerusha,  who  married  a 
Mr.  Dickinson,  of  Boston:  and  Joseph,  men- 


tioned below.  James  Stancliff  died  in  1831. 

Joseph  Stancliff  was  born  in  old  Chatham, 
now  Portland,  and  died  March  23,  1870,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one.  He  married  Electa  Tennant, 
who  died  March  2,  1872,  aged  seventy-nine. 
Both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Episcopal  ceme- 
tery. After  his  marriage,  Joseph  Stancliff  set- 
tled in  Middle  Haddam,  and  he  engaged  in 
blacksmithing  work  in  the  shipyard  at  that 
point.  When  his  .brother-in-law,  Erastus 
Brainerd,  became  interested  in  the  Portland 
stone  quarries,  he  came  to  Portland,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  blacksmith  at  the  quarry. 
0'f  his  children,  three  were  born  in  Middle 
Haddam:  John,  a well  known  marine  artist, 

residing  in  Hartford,  who  died  there  leaving 
j two  sons,  Charles  and  Trumbull;  Charles,  a 
competent  architect  and  builder,  and  a practical 
carpenter  and  joiner,  who  died  in  Louisville, 
Ivy.,  Jan.  10,  1873,  leaving  three  children;  and 
George,  a tinner  and  a stove  dealer  in  Middle- 
town,  later  in  New  York,  where  he  died.  After 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  Portland,  the  fol- 
lowing children  were  born:  Jerusha,  who  mar- 
ried Capt.  George  Hilliard,  and  died  in  Port- 
land ; Joseph,  who  was  killed  on  Lake  Erie  by 
the  explosion  of  steamer  boilers,  while  he  was 
coming  home  from  Kentucky  (He  left  a 
widow,  and  one  son,  Gilbert  M.)  ; Gilbert,  men- 
tioned below;  Laura,  who  married  Joseph 
Williams,  of  Portland,  in  February,  187  r ; 
Henry,  a retired  business  man  of  Hartford; 
William,  who  kept  a livery  stable  in  Port- 
land, and  died  there,  in  March,  1863,  at  the  age 
of  thirty  years;  and  Jane,  who  died  unmarried, 
June  18,  1855,  when  nineteen  years  old.  Jo- 
seph Stancliff  was  a Whig,  and  then  became  a 
: Republican.  He  was  a member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  a highly  respected  citizen  in 
the  community. 

Gilbert  Stancliff  had  a district-school  edu- 
cation, and  attended  the  old  sell  >ol  on  Mul- 
! berry  street,  where  Iliram  Penfield  was  one  of 
his  earlier  teachers,  lie  finished  at  the  Port- 
| land  Academv,  when  Archibald  Kinney  was  the 
teacher  in  charge.  W hen  young  Gilbert  was 
sixteen  he  went  into  his  father's  shop,  and  when 
his  father  closed  it.  he  went  into  the  quarry, 
where  he  had  a position  as  overseer,  lie  was 
made  an  agent  of  the  company,  and  for  many 
years  was  one  of  the  leading  characters  in  the 
quarries  of  Portland.  When  he  left  the  quarry, 
it  was  to  retire  from  active  life,  and  enjoy  the 
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fruits  of  industrious  years.  For  many  years 
he  had  been  superintendent  of  the  Brainerd 
quarry,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the  most  effi- 
cient man  who  ever  occupied  that  position. 
He  died  March  30,  1902.  On  December  24, 
1845,  Mr.  Stancliff  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Perkins  Southmayd,  who 
was  born  in  Middle  Haddam,  January  11, 
1826,  a daughter  of  Jonathan  B.  and  Emily 
(Griffith)  Southmayd,  a sketch  of  whom  ap- 
pears elsewhere.  Mrs.  Stancliff  came  with  her 
parents  to  Portland  when  she  was  fourteen 
years  old,  and  this  town  has  been  her  home  to 
the  present  time.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stancliff  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children : Char- 
lotte J.,  born  October  3,  1847,  married  Emer- 
son O.  Puffer,  of  Meriden;  Irving  S\,  August 
12,  1853,  fives  in  Denver  ; Emily  G.,  October 
12,  1856,  married  Frank  Woods,  of  Meriden, 
and  has  one  son,  Arthur;  Frederick  H.,  of 
Portland,  November  4,  1863,  married  Miss 
Anna  Foster,  and  has  two  sons, — Gilbert  F., 
(born  May  25,  1885),  and  Francis  Henry 
(January  2,  1902).  Gilbert  Stancliff  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  church. 
Politically  Mr.  Stancliff  was  a Republican,  and 
socially  he  joined  the  local  lodge  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows when  it  was  first  started  in  Portland. 
The  handsome  house  which  the  family  use  as 
a home  is  an  octagonal  structure  of  brown 
stone,  and  was  erected  by  Gilbert  Stancliff  in 

j855- 

E,  EMORY  JOHNSON,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  in  the  manufacturing  interests 
of  Moodus,  Middlesex  county, — a gentleman 
of  refinement,  culture  and  travel, — is  a native 
of  that  place,  born  May  23,  1841,  son  of  Em- 
ory and  Eliza  A.  (Card)  Johnson. 

Jared  Johnson,  his  grandfather,  was  a na- 
tive ot  Chatham,  Conn.,  where  he  was  reared. 
He  married  Sally,  daughter  of  Joseph  Ran- 
som. and  to  them  were  born : Emory,  Sal- 

ly, John,  Joseph  F.  and  Mary. 

Emory  Johnson,  father  of  E.  Emory,  was 
born  near  East  Hampton,  in  Chatham,  Au- 
gust 11,  18  17,  and  attended  school  and  worked 
upon  the  farm  until  he  was  sixteen.  About 
1833,  -ie  removed  to  East  Haddam,  near  the 
present  site  of  Johnsonville,  where  he  worked 
at  the  trade  of  wagonmaking  Until  he  was 
twenty-two.  At  that  time  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Card  & Higgins,  manufacturers  of 


cotton  seine  twine,  etc.  By  careful  manage-  J 
rnent  and  g-reat  industry  he  accumulated  a few. 
hundred  dollars  and  formed  a partnership  1 
with  Stanton  S.  Card,  (his  father-in-law),  Eli- 
jah Spencer,  Roswell  Davison  and  Jonathan  j, 
O.  Cone,  which  continued  several  years  very 
successfully  under  the  firm,  name  of  Card  & Co. 

In  1861  Mr.  Johnson  disposed  of  his  interest 
in  the  company  mill  and  purchased  a new 
mill  privilege,  upon  which  site  he  erect- 
ed, in  1862,  a factory  which  has  since  con- 
tinued in  successful  operation.  Not  long  after 
the  death  of  Mr.  Card  Mr.  Johnson  acquired  | 
possession  of  the  lower  mill,  reconstructed  it  f 
and  fitted  it  up  with  all  improved  machinery 
and  appliances,  and  entered  into  its  eminently 
satisfactory  operation. 

On  October  24,  1838,  Emory  Johnson 

married  Eliza  A.  Card,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children:  E,  Emory;  and  Stanton  S.,  who 

was  born  March  10,  1851,  and  died  July  20, 
1871.  The  mother  died  April  10,  1882.  Mr.  ‘ 
Johnson's  death  occurred  October  30,  1896. 
Although  never  taking  an  active  part  in  pofi-  1 
tics,  Mr.  Johnson  was  prevailed  upon  by  his 
friends,  in  1861,  to  be  the  Republican  repre-  1 i 
sentative  from  his  town  in  the  State  Assembly.  { 
For  nearly  forty  years  he  took  an  active  part 
in  the  work  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  was  trustee,  j 
steward,  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-  ;i 
school,  and  he  was  a man  of  the  highest  in-  ; 
tegrity  and  most  upright  character.  His  fife  j | 
is  best  summed  up  in  the  statement,  which  1 
could  only  be  attained  and  kept  by  a fitting 
character,  “he  is  an  honest  man.” 

E.  Emory  Johnson,  our  subject,  attended 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  town  until 
he  was  twelve  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  1 
Miss  Wood’s  school,  at  Saybrook,  then  fa-  : 
mous,  but  long  since  abandoned.  He  then  at-  1 
tended  Chase’s  school,  in  Middletown,  after  ! 
which  he  passed  two-  years  at  Wesleyan  Acad-  i 
emy,  completing  his  education  in  Union  Col-  f 
lege,  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1862.  The  succeeding  fourteen 
months  Mr.  Johnson  served  as  a.11  officer  of  J 
the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission,  after  ; 
which  he  returned  to  Moodus,  and  acted  <is  his  j 
father’s  secretary,  attending  to  the  greater  por-  j 
tion  of  the  twine  and  cord  business.  Upon 
the  death  of  his  revered  parent,  he  came  into  : 
possession  of  the  entire  estate,  and  has  since  j 
conducted  the  mills  in  his  own  name.  His  fac- 
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tories  are  known  as  the  Neptune  Twine  & Corel 
Mills,  and  were  incorporated  under  that  name 
in  1902.  They  are  furnished  with  every  mod- 
ern appliance,  and  employment  is  given  to  for- 
ty-four operatives.  Not  content  with  his  du- 
ties at  the  factories,  Mr.  Johnson  studied  law 
wtih  Judge  William  T.  Elmer,  of  Middletown, 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1878,  and  since 
then  has  followed  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion, in  conjunction  with  his  manufacturing  in- 
terests. In  other  matters  he  has  been  very 
active,  having  been  the  prime  mover  in  the 
organization  and  chartering  of  the  Moodus 
Savings  Bank  ; and  in  1869  commenced  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Connecticut  Valley  Advertiser, 
first  as  a monthly,  then  as  a weekly,  disposing 
of  it  during  his  third  year  of  ownership.  In 
conjunction  with  his  law  practice  Mr.  Johnson 
was  the  founder  of  and  represented  through- 
out the  United  States,  the  Connecticut  Law 
, and  Collection  Bureau,  and  is  very  successful 
in  this  undertaking,  as  in  all  others.  Believ- 
ing that  workingmen  can  improve  themselves, 
and  that  they  should  be  given  the  opportunity 
of  doing  so,  Mr.  Johnson  has  provided  a fine 
library,  which  was  opened  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Neptune  Mill  employes,  and  in  fact  for  all 
mill  employes  in  the  town,  in  the  fall  of  1899. 

I It  contains  about  3,000  volumes,  classified  un- 
der fiction,  law,  books  of  reference  and  miscel- 
laneous. There  is  a public  free  reading-room 
in  connection,  and  mill  employes,  as  well  as 
all  others,  have  free  access.  Library  and  read- 
ing rooms  are  open  every  day  in  the  week. 

In  politics  Mr.  Johnson  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  in  1878-79  he  represented  his  town 
in  the  Legislature;  he  was  a member  of  the  Ju- 
diciary committee,  and  chairman  of  several 
others.  For  twenty-eight  years  he  has  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  is  still  acting  in 
that  capacity.  Taking  a dee])  interest  in  all 
educational  matters,  Mr.  Johnson  has  served 
most  acceptably  for  many  years  upon  the  local 
school  board.  Fraternally  he  has  been  a Ma- 
son since  1868,  belonging  to  Columbia  Lodge, 
No,  26,  East  Haddam,  and  the  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Essex.  Fie  is  also  a member  of 
the  Berzelius  Society,  connected  with  Yale 
University,  of  New  Haven.  Mr.  Johnson  was 
chosen  as  the  public  orator  best  qualified  to  de- 
liver the  Masonic  Centennial  address  at  the 
Opera  House  in  East  Fladdam,  Conn.,  in  1894, 


when  he  surpassed  himself  by  his  eloquence, 
rounded  periods  and  masterful  delivery.  In 
1878  Mr.  Johnson  made  a most  delightful  trip 
throughout  Europe,  and  again  in  1880  he 
crossed  the  ocean  in  the  interests  of  Thomas 
Cook  & Son.  the  famous  tourist  agents  of 
New  York  and  London.  Mr.  Johnson  is  very 
liberal  in  his  donations,  and  heartily  endorses 
the  good  work  accomplished  by  the  various  re- 
ligious organizations  in  his  native  town. 

Mr.  Johnson  was’ married  in  New  York 
State,  to  Josephine  A.  Calkins,  now  deceased, 
who  bore  him  two  children  : Adelaide  Joseph- 
ine, wife  of  Dr.  Plumstead,  of  East  Haddam; 
and  H'attie  Maud,  wife  of  Thomas  Bent,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.  In  1896  Mr.  Johnson  mar- 
ried the  accomplished  Mrs.  Elsie  S.  Talbot, 
and  one  daughter,  Helen  Forrester,  born  July 
30,  1899,  has  been  added  to  their  happy  home. 
Few  men  are  able  to  do  all  things  well,  but  Mr. 
Johnson  is  a living  example  that  with  perse- 
verance, ability  and  determination  anything  is 
possible.  Successful  as  a manufacturer,  an  at- 
torney, a business  man,  as  well  as  in  social  cir- 
cles, he  has  proven  upon  more  than  one  occa- 
sion that  the  public  platform  has  lost  one  who 
was  destined  to  be  a leader  among  those  who 
have  distinguished  themselves  by  their  elo- 
quence. This  article  is  best  concluded  with 
I the  following  taken  from  the  Connecticut  Val- 
ley Adi’crtiscr , under  date  of  September  21, 
1900  (a  supplement  number): 

The  celebration  of  East  Haddam’s  Bi-Centennial, 
and  the  formal  transfer  of  the  Nathan  Hale  school  house 
from  the  New  York  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolu- 
j tion  to  the  Connecticut  Society  of  the  same  order,  were 
{ jointly  celebrated  in  East  Haddam  on  the  6th  of  June 
! last.  The  celebration  was  the  greatest  in  the  history  of  the 
town.  The  morning  exercises  were  begun  in  the  Good- 
speed  Opera  House  at  10:80.  The  exercises  were  opened 
with  a prayer  by  Rev.  Francis  Parker  of  the  first  Congre- 
gational Church.  Silas  R.  Holmes,  chairman  of  the 
meeting,  then  made  an  address  of  welcome,  in  which  he 
spoke  of  the  town  and  its  advancement.  Rollin  U. 
Tyler  responded  for  Haddam  and  extended  the  greetings 
of  the  town.  A paper  by  Judge  Julius  Atiwood  was  read, 
in  which  he  set  forth  the  history  of  the  school  building 
and  described  the  life  of  Hale  and  conditions  under 
which  he  labored.  Hon.  E.  Emory  Johnson’s  address 
which  was  also  delivered  at  the  morning  exercises, 
was  the  summary  of  the  town's  history.  In  it  he 
set  forth  the  early  history  of  the  town  and  told  of  its 
growth,  and  its  early  manufacturing  influence,  lie  also 
told  of  the  progress,  step  by  step,  which  the  town  has 
made  to  the  present  time.  The  founding  of  the  churches 
and  their  various  changes  he  also  spoke  of.  The  many 
manufactories  and  mills  of  the  town,  and  their  begin- 
nings and  changes  were  told  briefly  by  him.  Mr.  John- 
son also  mentioned  several  well  known  families  that  had 
been  and  are  now  prominent  in  East  Haddam  anti  M id- 
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dlesex  county,  and  whose  lives  were  interwoven  in  the 
interests  and  history  of  East  Haddam. 

Interspersed  among  the  addresses  were  patriotic 
music  selections  by  the  school  children,  and  poems  were 
read,  bhortly  before  eleven  o’clock  the  First  Company, 
Governors  Foot  Guards  of  Flartford,  with  ex-Governor 
Bulkeley  and  ex-Governor  Coffin,  arrived.  With  them 
were  also  Governor  Lounsbury’s  staff  and  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Frost  of  the  Connecticut  National  Guard  and  his 
staff,  and  many  distinguished  people,  members  of  the 
Connecticut  and  New  York  Societies  of  the  Sons  of  the 
Revolution  and  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  The 
celebration  passed  off  without  any  incident  to  mar  it  in 
the  least,  and  will  long  be  remembered. 

STANTON  S.  CARD,  in  his  lifetime  one 
of  the  esteemed  and  progressive  business  men 
of  Moodus,  Middlesex  county,  was  a leader  in 
the  manufacturing  interests  of  the  place,  and 
was  born  in  Sterling,  Conn.,  a son  of  Stanton 
and  Elsie  Card,  and  a grandson  of  Styles  Card. 

Stanton  Card,  the  father,  was  born  Septem- 
ber 27,  1768,  and  his  wife  Elsie  was  born  Sep- 
tember 26,  1770.  To  them  came  Styles  Stan- 
ton (who  always  wrote  his  name  Stanton  S.), 
born  December  26,  1790;  Elsie,  January  12, 
1793;  John  D.,  December  8,  1795;  Johiel  P., 
November  23,  1798;  Sally  B.,  April  14,  1800; 
Cyrus  W.,  July  18,  1803;  Nathaniel  P.,  Octo- 
ber 4,  1805  ; Jason  U.,  September  19,  1808; 
Hannah  E.,  January  15,  1812 ; and  Mary  S., 
May  14.  1815. 

Stanton  S.  Card  came  to  East  Haddam 
in  1821,  and  entered  the  service  of  the  Smith 
Manufacturing  Company,  as  a machinist.  Al- 
though not  a man  of  education,  Mr.  Card  was 
possessed  of  unusual  business  ability,  and  in 
time  became  the  proprietor  of  the  entire  plant. 
At  this  time,  a man  by  the  name  of  George 
Higgins  owned  and  operated  a gristmill  where 
the  Red  Mill  was  afterward  located,  but  it 
was  purchased  in  1826,  by  Ebenezer  Nichols, 
who  erected  the  first  cotton  factory,  and  he  and 
Mr.  Higgins  became  partners  of  Mr.  Card. 
This  partnership  was  continued  successfully 
until  1830,  when  Mr.  Nichols  purchased  the 
interest  of  the  other  two  men.  Mr.  Higgins 
and  Mr.  Card  then  purchased  the  site  now  oc- 
cupied bv  the  lower  Neptune  Mill,  and  erected 
thereon  a mill  for  the  manufacture  of  seine 
twine.  This  mill,  completed  in  the  spring  of 
1832,  was  36x40  feet,  and  three  stories  high. 
Here  Messrs.  Card  and  Higgins  continued  the 
business  for  manufacturing  cotton,  wrapping 
twines,  stocking  yarns,  etc.  In  1840  Emory 
Johnson  and  Jonathan  O.  Cone,  sons-in-law  of 
Mr.  Card,  became  partners  and  the  firm  name 


was  changed  to  Card  & Co.  In  1846  Mr. 
Higgins  retired  from  the  firm,  and  Elijah 
Spencer  and  Roswell  Davison  were  admitted. 
In  1845  another  mill  was  built,  which  is  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  A.  E.  Purple.  Three 
or  four  years  later  Mr.  Davison  sold  his  in- 
terest in  the  company,  and  in  November,  1861, 
Mr.  Spencer  died,  leaving  the  firm  composed 
of  Messrs.  Card,  Johnson  and  Cone.  Mr. 
Card  had  erected  a grist  and  saw  mill  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  town  during  these  years.  In 
1849  the  lower  mill  was  enlarged  by  the  addi- 
tion of  twenty  feet  to  the  main  structure.  In 
1867  Mr.  Card  died,  and  the  lower  mill  came 
under  the  management  of  Emory  Johnson,  the 
upper  mill  going  to  Jonathan  Cone,  who  soon 
after  sold  his  interest  to  A.  E.  Purple,  its  pres- 
ent owner. 

In  the  death  of  Mr.  Card  East  Haddam  and 
Middlesex  county  lost  a public-spirited  citizen, 
a loyal  and  true  friend,  and  his  family  a lov- 
ing member.  Although  many  years  have 
passed  since  his  demise  his  memory  is  held  1 
in  tender  remembrance,  and  will  be  as  long  as 
the  mark  of  his  enterprise  endures  in  the  com-  I 
munity  he  worked  soi  hard  to  improve. 

CAPT.  HENRY  E.  MAY  is  one  of  the 
best  known  and  most  highly  regarded  citizens 
of  Higganum,  Middlesex  county.  His  grand-  r 
father,  John  May,  was  a resident  of  the  south-  [ 
ern  part  of  the  town  of  Haddam.  By  calling  j 
he  was  a sea  captain,  and  he  died  on  the  water,  ! 
of  yellow  fever,  on  July  31,  1811.  He  was  f 
born  in  1758.  On  November  8,  1789,  he  was  j 
married  to  Dorothy  Arnold,  and  to  them  were  ■ 
horn  children  as  follows,  all  now  deceased ; 
Janet,  who  married  Linus  Parmelee;  John, 
the  father  of  our  subject;  Edwin,  who  became 
a merchant  in  Augusta,  Ga. ; Dorothy,  who  j 
died  in  December,  1888;  and  Alexander,  a ; 
sailor. 

John  May,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  j 
born  in  Haddam  August  8,  1792,  and  died  Au-  f 
gust  27,  1859.  Mr.  May  grew  up  in  the  town 
of  his  birth  and  received  a common  school  edu- 
cation. His  first  marriage  was  to  Eliza  Ann 
Clark,  who  died  leaving  one  son,  John,  who  j 
died  at  the  age  of  ten  years.  The  second  mar- 
riage of  Mir.  May  was  to  Emma  Elliott,  who 
was  born  in  1808,  in  East  Haddam,  lived  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  and  died  December  20, 
1853.  She.  was  a daughter  of  Lvnde  Elliott, 
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John  Eliot,  the  apostle  to  the  Indians.  To  this 
marriage  came:  Lynde  Elliott,  born  January 

31,  1836,  died  September  13,  1859  ; Elizabeth, 
born  June  9,  1837,  died  June  28,  1864;  Henry 
Edwin,  our  subject,  was  born  February  17, 
1839;  Statira  Emma,  born  December  29,  1840, 
David  Huntington,  of  Hig- 
E.,  born  March  28,  1843, 
married  Viola  E.  Bailey  and  resides  in  Hig- 
ganum; Sarah  Boardman,  born  March  18, 
1845,  died  March  21,  1853;  John,  born  Octo- 
1 ber  10,  1846,  married  Fannie  O.  Stephens,  of 
Killingworth,  Conn.,  resided  at  Higganum, 
and  died  in  May,  1888;  Dorothy  Catherine, 

! born  February  25,  died  on  July  3,  1853. 

In  early  life  John  May  was  a clerk  in  a 
store  in  Higganum,  and  later  embarked  in 
mercantile  business  for  himself.  His  taste 
was  for  the  sea,  however,  and  he  built  vessels 
in  the  Connecticut  river,  in  front  of  his  home, 
sold  them  and  also  sent  vessels  to  the  South- 
ern seas,  one  of  them  being  lost  on  the  South- 
ern coast.  Our  subject  has  no  knowledge  of 
this  business  of  his  father,  as  it  was  discon- 
tinued before  his  time  of  recollection.  The 
locality  was  a busy  place,  four  vessels  being 
built  there  in  one  season,  two  by  the  Childs 
Brothers,  and  two  by  the  Mays.  Later  in  life 
Mr.  May  also  relinquished  his  mercantile  in- 
terests, employing  himself  chiefly  with  farm- 
ing. Never  a politician,  he  always  took  an  in- 
telligent interest,  however,  in  public  affairs, 
voting  in  early  days  with  the  Whigs,  later  with 
the  Republicans.  In  the  Congregational 
Church  he  was  an  active  and  valued  member. 

The  birthplace  of  our  subject  was  in  Hig- 
ganum, and  he  was  a schoolmate  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  Brainerd  Academy  with 
many  other  citizens  of  the  place  who  have  made 
names  for  themselves  in  various  walks  of  life. 
In  his  time  Mr.  Shaw,  Mr.  Bowen  and  Mr. 
Payne  were  the  teachers  at  the  academy,  which 
was  located  more  than  two  miles  from  the 
May  home,  necessitating  a long  walk.  In 
1856  Capt.  May  went 'West  as  far  as  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  but  remained  only  a short  time,  return- 
ing tot  the  old  home  town,  led  toward  the 
water  by  inheritance.  When  only  fifteen  years 
old  he  had  shipped  on  the  “Ethan  Allen,"  of 
Essex,  and  remained  from  home  for  three 
weeks,  a great  achievement  for  one  of  his 
years.  For  a number  of  succeeding  years  he 


was  confined  to  the  farm,  but  engaged  in  shad 
fishing  on  the  Connecticut  river.  In  1856, 
when  he  returned  from  the  West,  he  obtained 
a position  on  the  propeller  “Parthenia.”  For 
eight  years  he  was  employed  in  the  Portland 
service,  going  as  far  south  as  Baltimore  on  the 
“Celestia,”  as  master,  in  1865 ; in  1866,  as 
master  on  the  “River  Queen;”  and  in  1867  as 
master  on  the  "Joseph  Rogers,”  which  he 
continued  to  command  for  three  years.  In 
1870  he  was  made  captain  of  the  tug  “H.  W. 
Hills,”  and  towed  on  the  river.  Capt.  May 
had  charge  of  the  building  of  the  “M.  R.  Bra- 
zos” and  ran  it  from  Hartford  to  Amboy,  N. 
J.,  for  nine  years,  engaged  in  towing;  and 
built  the  tug  “Mable,”  in  Philadelphia.  Capt. 
May  had  stock  in  all  of  these  vessels,  which  he 
sold  in  1882. 

I11  the  spring  of  1883  the  Captain  took 
charge  of  the  steamer  “Middlesex,”  in  which 
position  he  continued  for  four  years,  follow- 
ing this  engagement  with  one  on  the  passenger 
steamer  “City  of  Richmond,”  of  the  New 
York  & Hartford  Transportation  Company, 
continuing  to  the  time  she  burned  at  her  dock 
in  New  York,  in  March,  1891.  He  superin- 
tended the  building  of  the  steamer’  “Hart- 
ford,” and  ran  her  until  November,  1892,  in 
1893  taking  charge  of  the  “Clifford,"  through 
the  Sound,  and  for  the  last  two  seasons  be- 
ing master  of  yachts. 

Capt.  May  was  married  in  September, 

1860,  to  Abbie  Sophia  Brainerd,  a daughter 

of  Epaphro  and  Harriet  (Cole)  Brainerd, 
who  were  married  July  22,  1825,  and  whose 
children  were:  Albert,  Cordelia,  Francis, 

Lyman,  Julia,  Marion,  Abigail  (Mrs.  May) 
and  Albert.  Epaphro  Brainerd,  the  father, 
was  born  July  8,  1795,  and  died  July  4,  1849; 
the  mother,  born  February  9,  1802,  died  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1893.  To  our  subject  and  wife  were 
born:  (1)  Dorothy  Catherine,  born  June  22, 

1861.  married  October  22.  1890,  Winfield 

Scott  Hotchkiss,  and  they  reside  in  Yales- 
ville.  Conn.,  with  their  children,  Agnes  May, 
Dwight  Edwin.  Roy  Francis  and  Emily  So- 
phia. (2)  Edwin  Selden,  born  November  26, 
1865,  attended  the  Smith  school  in  Middle- 
town.  and  took  a business  course  at  Hartford, 
Conn.,  passing  examinations  with  such  a fine 
record  that  his  employer,  Mr.  Mix,  drove 
twenty  miles  to  offer  him  the  position  of  book- 
keeper, which  he  satisfactorily  filled,  and  he  is 
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now  the  superintendent  of  G.  I.  Mix  & Co., 
manufacturers,  Yalesville,  Conn.,  where  he  re- 
sides. He  married  June  15,  1887,  Hattie  Dur- 
rie  Tarbell,  and  their  children  are : Ethel  Dur- 
rie,  Elliott  John,  Ruth  Hubbard,  Dorothy  Em- 
ma and  Lynde  Henry.  (3)  Lynde  Elliott,  born 
April  23,  1870,  is  a conductor  on  the  Consolid- 
ated Railroad,  between  Waterbury  and  New 
Haven;  he  lives  in  Hartford.  He  was  married 
October  21,  1891,  to  Annie  Florence  Pimm, 
and  has  one  son,  Edwin  Highland.  (4) 
Henry  Alexander,  born  June  17,  1876,  is  also 
in  the  employ  of  the  Consolidated  Railroad. 
He  was  married  November  15,  1899,  to  Jen- 
nie May  Hartman,  of  Middletown,  Conn., 
and  has  one  child,  Charles  Huntington. 

An  ardent  Republican,  Capt.  May  takes  an 
active  interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  his 
country  and  town,  and  represented  his  town  in 
the  Legislature  in  1897,  serving  on  the  com- 
mittee on  Claims.  This  session  was  consid- 
ered by  the  press  of  the  State  “as  one  of  the 
most  careful  and  conscientious  Legislatures 
that  ever  transacted  business  in  the  State." 
The  New  Haven  Register  said,  “upon  the 
whole  it  was  the  ablest  and  most  efficient 
Connecticut  has  had  in  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury. Its  work  has  been  in  the  sum  total  for 
the  good  of  the  State." 

The  family  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  in  which  Capt.  May  takes  a 
deep  interest,  and  he  was  for  some  time  treas- 
urer of  the  church  society.  He  is  respected 
highly  and  his  record  for  ability  and  judgment 
in  the  management  of  water  craft  of  all  kinds, 
secures  for  him  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the 
public  and  assists  in  his  deserved  popularity. 

THOMAS  M.  DURFEE  has  had  an  event- 
ful life.  Lie  has  passed  the  age  of  three-score 
years  and  five,  and  is  to-day  as  young,  in  both 
mind  and  body,  as  are  many  men  just  stand- 
ing upon  the  threshold  of  middle  life.  Through 
direct  descent  and  ancestral  inter-marriage  he 
is  connected  with  many  of  the  pioneer  fami- 
lies of  New  England,  some  of  whom  were 
prominently  identified  with  the  inception  of 
cotton  manufacture;  among  them  are  the  Bor- 
dens, the  Arnolds  and  the  Hathaways. 
Thomas  M.  Durfee  claims  direct  descent 
through  five  antecedent  generations  from 
Thomas,  the  earliest  American  progenitor  of 
the  line,  who  crossed  the  water  from  England 


in  1660,  when  a youth  of  seventeen  years.  He 
settled  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  died  there  in 
1712.  He  was  the  father  of  Benjamin,  and 
the  latter  in  turn,  of  Thomas,  who  was  born 
November  5,  1721.  Thomas  was  married,  in  ; 
1747,  to  Patience  Borden.  Their  son  Charles, 
the  grandfather  of  Thomas  M.  Durfee,  was 
born  November  20,  1761 ; he  married  Wealthy 
Hathaway,  and  was  the  father  of  Gilbert  H., 
who  came  into  the  world  on  May  7,  1808,  and 
married  Mary  A.  Arnold,  and  of  this  union 
was  born  Thomas  M.,  with  whose  life  history 
and  career  this  narrative  has  chiefly  to  do. 

Gilbert  H.  Durfee  was  a resident  of  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  and  a citizen  of  substance  and  in- 
fluence. In  1836  he  was  elected  a member  of 
the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  and  from  ' ; 
1837  to  1 84 1 was  inspector  of  weights  and 
measures  in  the  customs  service.  Reference 
has  been  already  made  to  his  marriage  to  Miss  ? 
Mary  A.  Arnold.  Their  union  was  solemn-  j 
ized  on  December  10,  1832,  at  Providence,  R.  ; 
I.,  and  Thomas  M.  was  their  only  child.  [ 

To  return  to  the  gentleman  whose  name  ■ 
heads  this  biography  is  a task  of  interest  to 
chronicler  and  reader  alike.  He  was  born  at  f 
Fall  River,  Mass.,  on  April  22,  1835,  and  was  f 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  ! 
town  and  at  a private  school  known  as  “Wood-  f 
bury  Cottage,”  conducted  by  Rev.  Mr.  Gould,  ? 
a Congregational  clergyman,  at  Fair  Haven,  j ; 
Mass.  His  school  days  came  to  an  end  when  [ 
he  was  a boy  of  fifteen  years,  yet  he  remem-  | ; 
bers  with  gratification  that  he  was  a school- 
mate of  Cornelius  N.  Bliss,  who  has  since 
achieved  a national  reputation  as  a statesman  1 
and  financier.  He  had  scarcely  left  school 
when  he  was  offered  an  opportunity  to  visit 
foreign  lands  on  a vessel  whose  captain  was  a 
friend  of  the  family.  He  sailed  around  Cape  j 
Horn,  and  reached  California  when  the  “gold-  i 
fever”  was  at  its  height.  The  officers  (and  J 
crew,  almost  to  a man,  deserted,  and  one  morn-  i 
ing,  at  sunrise  the  new  sailor,  who  had  his  first  i 
experience  on  salt  water  during  that  long  ted- 
ious, trying  voyage,  awoke  to  find  himself 
alone  on  the  vessel  whose  deck  he  had  walked 
for  six  long  weary  months.  Hailing  one  of 
the  craft  plying  in  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco, 
he  succeeded  in  being  put  ashore,  landing  on 
the  beach  (there  being  no  wharf  at  San  Fran-  : 
cisco),  with  but  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  in  : 
his  pocket.  Hungry,  yet  with  modest  ideas 
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as  to  his  expenditures,  he  entered  one  of  the 
eating  houses  which,  sheltered  in  tents,  were 
preying  upon  the  confidence  and  the  slender 
resources  of  the  constantly  arriving  immi- 
grants. For  a piece  of  leathery  beefsteak,  a 
sodden  potato,  a slice  of  bread  and  a cup  of 
coffee  the  charge  was  three  dollars.  The  pro- 
prietor, on  being  informed  that  the  entire  cash 
resources  of  his  guest  did  not  exceed  the  sum 
already  named,  magnanimously  accepted  his 
entire  capital,  little  caring  for  the  “ups  and 
downs,”  the  future  successes  or  reverses,  of 
the  young  stranger  whom  he  had  thus  villain- 
ously robbed.  .Penniless,  yet  not  disheart- 
ened, young  Durfee  strolled  around  the  streets 
of  what  then  appeared  to  be  a “mushroom” 
town.  Not  in  vain,  however,  had  he  inherited 
through  five  generations,  the  power  of  phleg- 
matic indifference,  of  patient  endurance,  of  in- 
extinguishable hope,  and  of  constant  watchful- 
ness. In  fact,  hope  and  “grit”  constituted  his 
entire  capital.  Strolling  up  Stockton  street  his 
eye  chanced  to  rest  upon  a sign  over  a hostelry, 
“Fall  River  Boarding  House.”  The  simple 
words  at  once  appealed  to  his  memories  of 
home,  and  upon  entering  he  found  men  from 
his  native  town.  Pleased  as  he  rvas  to  greet 
them,  he  sought  no  favors.  He  owned  not  one 
cent,  but  he  had  youth,  health,  resolution  and 
pluck.  Labor  was  in  demand,  and  he  accepted 
the  first  task  which  offered — that  of  the  driver 
of  a mule  cart.  Not  long  afterward,  with  the 
aid  of  Mr.  Winchester  (an  immigrant  from  Fall 
River,  who  subsequently  became  a multimil- 
lionaire), he  was  enabled  to  start  in  business  as 
a drayman.  At  that  time  there  was  an  abund- 
ance of  hauling  to  do,  and  teamsters  were  wont 
to  charge  prices  which  to-day  would  seem  cer- 
tainly exorbitant,  if  not  positively  fabulous. 
To  illustrate:  It  was  not  an  unusual  occur- 

rence for  the  young  drayman,  with  an  outfit 
which  would  today  be  considered  scarcely 
worthy  of  notice,  to  earn  fiftv  dollars  before 
eating  his  breakfast.  Profitable  as  the  busi- 
ness was,  however,  it  was  not  consonant  with 
his  taste,  and  after  accumulating  a small  capi- 
tal he  abandoned  his  profitable  business  to  seek 
wealth  in  the  mines,  and  he  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  a miner  some  years.  He  was  of- 
fered a position  with  a Mr.  Gardiner,  a mer- 
chant in  Sacramento,  who  was  under  obliga- 
tions  to  Mr.  Durfee’s  family,  and  a former  Fall 
River  (Mass.)  man.  This  Mr.  Gardiner  was 


instrumental  in  having  Mr.  Durfee  pay  a visit 
to  his  people  back  in  Fall  River,  which  at  the 
time  was  intended  to  be  but  a temporary  ab- 
scence,  but  later  developments  made  it  a per- 
manent one.  Mr.  Durfee’s  residence  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast  was  full  of  interest  and  replete  with 
eventful  experience.  Reaching  California 
when  the  “gold  fever”  was  at  its  height,  when 
money  was  easily  earned  or  won,  and  as  quick- 
ly spent  or  squandered,  he  saw  life  in  its 
brightest  and  darkest  phases  alike.  He  re- 
mained on  the  Pacific  coast,  with  varying  for- 
tunes, for  ten  years,  and  in  December,  i860, 
started  homeward  by  way  of  the  Isthmus. 
Gen.  John  C.  Fremont  was  a passenger  on  the 
same  vessel,  and  his  meeting  with  the  great  ex- 
plorer, who  was  also  the  first  Republican  can- 
didate for  the  Presidency,  will  always  remain 
one  of  the  cherished  recollections  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Durfee  reached  Fall  River  in  January, 
1861.  He  had  not  been  at  home  many 
months  before  the  enforced  striking  of  the  Na- 
tional ensign  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston 
aroused  the  entire  North.  A meeting  of  the 
patriotic  citizens  of  P'all  River  was  promptly 
called,  at  which  meeting  Matthew  D.  Borden, 
then  a college  student,  made  the  address,  and 
a roll  of  volunteers  was  signed  at  the  town  hall 
in  that  historic  town.  The  name  of  James  Buf- 
fington was  first  on  the  list,  and  following  his 
came  that  of  Thomas  M.  Durfee.  Both  were 
members  of  Company  A,  Seventh  Massachu- 
setts Infantry,  which  was  enrolled  on  April 
25,  1861,  and  mustered  into  service  on  June 
15th  following,  immediately  after  President 
Lincoln’s  first  call  for  volunteers.  This  pat- 
riotic spirit  of  Mr.  Durfee  changed  his  entire 
future,  as  he  otherwise  would  have  returned 
to  California.  On  August  12,  1863.  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Signal  Corps,  at  Washing- 
ton, under  Capts.  E.  H.  Russell  and  Paul  Bro- 
die,  and  there  remained  until  his  first  term  of 
enlistment  expired.  He  re-enlisted  February 
29,  1864.  From  March  8th  until  April  29th  of 
that  year  he  was  detailed  on  recruiting  service 
at  Boston.  lie  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service,  with  the  rank  of  first  ser- 
geant July  17,  1865,  his  discharge  being  unex- 
pectedly brought  to  him  by  his  wife,  who  ap- 
plied for  it  in  person  to  President  Johnson. 
W hile  in  the  sen  ice  Sergeant  Durfee  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Williamsburg,  Fair 
Oaks,  Seven  Pines,  Oak  Grove,  Charles  City 
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Cross  Roads,  Fair  Oaks  2nd,  White  Oak 
Swamp,  Malvern  Hill,  Antietam  and  Freder- 
icksburg. 

Upon  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Durfee  entered 
the  law  office  of  Childs  & Powers,  of  Boston, 
as  a.  clerk.  In  1S67  he  went  to  Rockville, 
Conn.,  where  he  became  identified  with  the 
Rock  Manufacturing  Co'.,  serving  as  treasurer 
for  some  time,  his  entire  connection  with  the 
company  extending  over  a period  of  thirteen 
years.  Resigning  the  treasurership  ne  went  to 
Montana,  where  for  a few  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  mining.  He  returned  to  Connecticut, 
however,  and  on  May  1,  1889,  he  was  appoint- 
ed steward  of  the  Connecticut  Hospital  for  the 
Insane  at  Middletown,  and  later  Business 
Manager,  the  grave  and  responsible  duties  of 
which  positions  he  discharges  with  rare  abil- 
ity and  fidelity.  He  is  a lifelong  Republican, 
and  fraternally  is  a member  of  Mansfield  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  as  well  as  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  A.  1. 
& A.  M.,  Washington  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  and 
Cyrene  Commandery,  K.  T. 

Mr.  Durfee  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  wdfe  was  Miss  Eveline  C.,  a daughter  of 
Capt.  James  and  Betsey  Darling,  of  Bristol,  R. 
I.,  in  which  city  their  nuptials  were  solemnized 
on  March  16,  1864.  The  first  Mrs.  Durfee 
died  in  Rockville  December  26,  1874.  On  Jan- 
uary 4,  1876,  Mr.  Durfee  led  to  the  altar,  at 
Rockville,  Miss  Harriet  Eliza  Selden,  who  was 
born  at  West  Hartford,  Conn.,  March  9,  1845. 
She  is  a daughter  of  Henry  Selden  and  a 
granddaughter  of  Deacon  Hezekiah  Selden, 
and  her  paternal  grandmother  was  Eunice 
Stanley,  who  belonged  to  the  fifth  generation, 
in  direct  lineal  descent,  from  John  Stanley,  the 
American  progenitor  of  the  house,  who;  came 
to  New  England  in  1634,  the  line  running 
from  John  through  John  (second),  Samuel 
(first),  Samuel  (second),  and  Amaziah,  to 
Eunice.  Mrs.  Durfee’s  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Harriet  Hurlburt  Goodman.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Moses  Goodman  (captain  in  the 
war  of  1812),  and  Harriet  Hurlburt,  the 
former  a sen  of  Deacon  Moses,  a soldier  in 
the  War  of  the  Revolution,  carrying  a captain’s 
commission,  and  later  Adjutant  in  Col.  Wyllys' 
Regiment ; also  descended  from  Capt.  Joseph 
Wadsworth  of  Charter  memory.  Through 
her  mother’s  family,  the  Goodmans,  Mrs.  Dur- 
fee traces  her  descent  from  one  of  the  band 
of  Puritan  settlers  who  crossed  the  ocean  in  the 


“Mayflower"  and  landed  at  Plymouth  Rock  in 
1620.  She  is  a member  of  Wadsworth  Chap- 
ter, D.  A.  R.,  and  is  eligible  to  membership 
in  the  most  exclusive  Colonial  societies.  She 
also'  takes  a deep  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Woman’s  Relief  Corps,  of  which  she  is  an  ac- 
tive and  honored  member,  having  served  as 
President  of  the  State  body  and  held  various 
offices  in  the  national  organization.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  North  Congregational  Church. 

CHARLES  CHAPMAN.  The  Chapman 
family  of  Old  Saybrook,  Middlesex  county, 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  that  lo- 
cality. The  name  Chapman  is  of  Saxon  origin, 
the  early  spelling  being  Ceapman,  meaning  a 
chapman,  a marketman,  a manager  or  mer- 
chant. The  name  Chapman  occurs  among  the 
earliest  English  surnames,  and  the  family,  in 
many  of  its  various  branches,  became  some- 
what distinguished  at  an  early  day. 

Robert  Chapman,  the  settler,  was  a native 
of  Yorkshire,  England,  coming  in  1635  from 
Hull,  from  which  place  he  sailed  in  company 
with  Lion  Gardiner,  for  Saybrook,  on  Novem- 
ber 3d,  as  one  of  the  company  of  twenty  men 
who  were  sent  over  by  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall 
to  take  possession  of  a large  tract  of  land  and 
make  settlements  near  the  mouth  of  the  Con- 
necticut river,  under  the  patent  of  Lord  Say 
and  Seal.  He  is  supposed  to  have  been  at  that 
time  about  eighteen  years  of  age.  Among  his 
personal  friends  was  reckoned  Col.  John  Fen- 
wick, from  the  town  of  Fenwick,  in  Old 
Saybrook.  That  Robert  Chapman  became 
a man  of  influence  in  the  town  is  evident 
from  the  fact  that  for  many  years  he  held 
the  office  of  clerk,  was  also'  clerk  of  the 
Oyster  River  Quarter,  and  filled  many  im- 
portant stations.  For  many  years  he  was  com- 
missioner of  Saybrook,  and  he  was  elected 
their  deputy  to  the  General  Court,  at  Hart- 
ford, forty-three  times,  and  as  assistant  nine 
times,  his  service  as  deputy  coming  between 
September  14,  1654,  and  October  14,  1680,  and 
as  assistant  between  May  16,  1661,  and  Oc- 
tober 14,  1684.  Settling  upon  a tract  of  land 
in  Oyster  River,  about  two  miles  west  of  the 
Connecticut  river,  in  Saybrook,  he  became  a 
very  large  landholder  in  Saybrook  and  also  in 
East  Hacldam.  The  marriage  of  this  early  an- 
cestor, solemnized  in  1642,  was  to  Ann  Blith, 
or  Bliss.  He  died  in  1687,  and  she  in  1685. 
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Their  family:  John,  Robert,  Anna,  Hannah, 

Nathaniel,  Mary  and  Sarah. 

Robert  'Chapman  (2),  second  son  of  Rob- 
ert, was  born  at  Saybrook,  and  was  extensively 
engaged  in  agriculture,  owning  at  the  time  of 
his  decease  not  less  than  two  thousand  acres  of 
land  in  Saybrook,  East  Haddam  and  Hebron. 
He  was  a man  of  extensive  influence  in  civil 
affairs,  for  many  years  was  clerk  of  the  Oyster 
River  Quarter,  and  was  commissioner  and  sur- 
veyor for  the  town  of  Saybrook.  Elected  as 
representative  to  the  Legislature,  he  filled  that 
office  for  eighteen  sessions,  from  1692  to  1711. 
In  the  Congregational  Church  he  was  also 
prominent.  His  death  occurred  suddenly, 
while  he  was  in  the  courtroom  at  Hartford, 
soon  after  the  opening  of  the  November  session, 
in  1 71 1,  and  he  is  buried  in  the  rear  of  Centre 
Church,  in  Hartford.  His  first  marriage  was 
to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Francis  Griswold, 
of  Norwich,  and  by  her  he  had  nine  children. 
She  passed  away  April  7,  1692.  His  second 
marriage  was  to  Mary  Sheater,  widow  of  Sam- 
uel Sheater,  of  Killingworth.  The  children 
born  of  these  unions  were:  Samuel,  Robert, 

Sarah,  Francis,  Dorcas,  Stephen,  Sarah,  two 
that  died  in  infancy,  Benjamin,  Mehetable, 
Stephen  and  Abigail. 

Capt.  Samuel  Chapman,  eldest  son  of  Rob- 
ert (2),  married  Margaret  Griswold,  of  Nor- 
wich, and  the  children  of  this  union  numbered 
ten,  the  eighth,  Caleb,  born  in  1708,  being 
the  direct  ancestor  of  our  subject.  Capt. 
Chapman  was  a prominent  man  in  Saybrook 
military  affairs.  He  resided  in  what  is  now  the 
town  of  Westbrook,  and  with  his  wife  was 
among  the  fourteen  to  organize  the  first  church 
there,  on  June  29,  1726.  Four  of  his  descend- 
ants have  been  successively  deacons  in  that 
church. 

Caleb  Chapman,  son  of  Capt.  Samuel,  mar- 
ried Deborah,  daughter  of  Samuel  Jones,  in 
1738.  Their  family  numbered  eight,  the  eld- 
est, Caleb  C.,  being  the  next  in  line. 

Caleb  C.  Chapman,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  born  in  1740,  married  (first)  Thebe 
Post,  in  1764,  and  by  her  had  one  child.  His 
second  marriage,  in  1769,  was  to  Elizabeth 
Bushnell.  He  was  a prominent  man  in  the 
parish  of  Westbrook,  in  both  civil  and  relig- 
ious affairs,  was  chosen  deacon  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  in  1780,  and  served  in  that 


capacity  for  seventeen  years,  until  his  decease, 
in  1797.  His  children  were  Chloe,  Elizabeth, 
Richard,  Charles,  Henry,  Timothy  and  Ed- 
ward. 

Charles  Chapman,  the  father  of  Charles, 
was  born  June  22,  1774,  was-  a successful 
farmer,  and  an  exemplary  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  in  Westbrook,  where  he 
died  November  5,  1844.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Nancy  Lay,  daughter  of  Aaron 
Lay.  They  were  married  January  18,  1801, 
and  nine  children  were  born  to  them : Nancy, 

Julia,  Charles,  Mary,  Ann,  Eunice,  Minerva, 
Joseph  and  Aaron. 

Charles  Chapman,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  born  October  21,  1806,  and 
was  primarily  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  Westbrook,  later  receiving  instruction  in  a 
private  school  in  the  same  place.  During  his 
early  manhood  he  engaged  in  shad  fishing,  be- 
coming successful  in  that  business,  although  he 
started  with  a small  capital.  Later  he  enlarged 
his  business  and  carried  on  seine  shad  fishing, 
in  the  Connecticut  river,  at  Saybrook,  being  en- 
gaged there  with  Deacon  Henry  Lay  and 
Charles  Sill.  In  Westbrook  he  at  one  time  was 
a member  of  an  influential  firm,  known  as 
Chapman  & Post,  comprised  of  William  Chap- 
man, Lyman  Post  and  Gilbert  Post,  which  was 
largely  engaged  in  shad  fishing,  this  business 
being  then  in  its  greatest  prosperity  in  that 
region.  In  the  early  ’eighties  the  shad  fishing 
business  in  the  Connecticut  began  to  wane.  It 
was  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  revenue  for 
many  of  the  citizens  for  many  years,  and  Mr. 
Chapman  successfully  followed  it  for  over  forty 
years.  His  home  was  on  the  farm  where  his 
daughter  Cornelia  now  resides,  he  having  built 
the  residence  now  standing  in  1848.  A large 
land  owner  at  one  time,  a part  of  his  property 
wajs  the  tract  of  land  now  known  as  ‘‘Chap- 
man’s Beach,”  and  he  also  owned  considerable 
land  near  the  present  Grove  Beach,  in  the  town 
of  Clinton.  The  death  of  Mr.  Chapman  took 
place  May  3,  1888,  the  immediate  cause  of 
lus  demise  being  heart  failure,  and  his  remains 
lie  in  the  new  cemetery  at  Westbrook.  Hav- 
ing been  unusuallv  healthful  throughout  life, 
strong  and  robust,  of  an  active  life  and  a man 
of  exemplary  habits,  his  sudden  death  was  a 
great  shock  to  his  family  and  friends. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  a prominent  man  in 
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Westbrook,  his  general  knowledge,  obtained 
from  a long  and  regular  course  of  solid  read- 
ing of  the  best  literature  of  the  day,  informing 
him  of  all  the  important  thought  of  the  world, 
and  making  him  a sound  counselor  and  a man 
whose  good  judgment  could  be  of  the  utmost 
importance  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  town. 
In  early  life  he  was  a Whig,  but  later  became 
an  ardent  Republican,  and  was  ever  anxious 
for  the  success  of  his  party,  but  would  accept 
no  political  preferment,  being  a man  of  domes- 
tic habits,  unostentatious  and  retiring.  The  eld- 
est son  in  a large  family,  he  was  early  obliged  to 
care  for  himself,  and  his  first  one  hundred  dol- 
lars were  invested  in  land,  this  being  the  nu- 
cleus of  his  fortune.  A member  and  constant 
and  liberal  supporter  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  he  was  most  highly  esteemed  there, 
for  his  many,  acts  of  kindness  and  generosity 
were  best  known  within  the  church. 

Mr.  Chapman’s  first  marriage  was  to  Mary, 
daughter  of  Elihu  Bushnell.  She  died  in  July, 
1842,  one  child  surviving,  Mary  B.,  born  in 
July,  1841,  who  married  Richard  W.  Post,  of 
Westbrook,  and  died  May  8,  1876.  The  sec- 
ond marriage  of  Mr.  Chapman  was  to  Deucy, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Elbert  Stannard.  She  died 
after  a long  illness,  on  September  1,  1887.  The 
following  named  children  were  born  of  this 
union:  Joseph,  deceased;  Nancy,  deceased; 

Joseph,  deceased ; Charles  E. ; Cornelia,  de- 
ceased ; and  Cornelia,  now  living  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Westbrook. 

Charles  E.  Chapman,  the  worthy  son  of 
our  subject,  was  born  October  6,  1853,  in  the 
old  homestead.  He  received  a superior  educa- 
tion. After  passing  through  the  course  at  the 
district  schools  he  attended  the  Westbrook 
Academy,  the  Seabury  Institute,  at  Saybrook, 
and  also  received  advanced  instruction  at  a pri- 
vate school  kept  in  Westbrook  by  Rev.  George 
A.  Bryan,  a Congregational  minister.  During 
his  early  life  he  was  associated  with  his  father 
in  shad  fishing,  but  upon  the  death  of  the 
latter  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  from 
William  Chapman,  this  being  known  locally  as 
“the  John  Bushnell  place,”  a tract  of  forty-five 
acres,  on  which  he  has  made  many  valuable 
improvements  and  erected  substantial  build- 
ings. Air.  Chapman  owns  also  a fine  farm  on 
the  line  between  Westbrook  and  Old  Saybrook, 
carrying  on  general  farming,  and  also  engag- 
ing extensively  in  the  baling  and  shipping  of 


hay  and  straw.  Mr.  Chapman  is  also  finan- 
cially: interested  in  a company  known  as  “The 
Salt  Works  Fish  Pound  Company,”  and,  with 
ex-Lieut.  Gov.  J.  D.  Dewell,  and  others,  of 
New  Haven,  is  interested  in  the  coasting  trade. 
Air.  Chapman  for  many  years  has  been  one  of 
the  most  prominent  men  in  Westbrook.  A 
Republican  in  politics,  he  has  been  before  the 
public  in  the  State  Legislature  since  1889, 
when  he  efficiently  'served  on  the  Committee 
on  Claims  and  on  the  Insurance  committee ; in 
1891  he  was  chairman  of  the  Fishery  commit- 
tee; in  1895-96  he  represented  the  Twenty-first 
Senatorial  District,  and  served  on  the  Fishery 
committee.  As  a member  of  the  board  of  se- 
lectmen, as  secretary  of  the  town  school  com- 
mittee and  as  a member  of  the  board  of  relief, 
Mr.  Chapman  has  won  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  recently  pur- 
chased a piece  of  land  at  the  corner  of  Main 
street  and  Spencer  avenue,  which  he  has  con- 
veyed to  the  town  of  Westbrook,  and  upon 
which  will  be  erected,  at  his  expense,  a suitable 
building  for  a graded  public  school.  Mr.  Chap- 
man is  now  a member  of  the  town  committee. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  charter 
members  of  Westbrook  Grange,  in  which  he 
is  past  master,  is  a director  in  the  Saybrook 
Bank  of  Essex,  and  is  one  of  the  trustees  in 
the  Essex  Savings  Bank.  In  1899  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Gov.  Lounsbury,  as  a member  of 
the  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  for  the  Second 
Congressional  District. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Chapman  to  Ella  J. 
Dee,  a native  of  Westbrook,  daughter  of  Na- 
thaniel and  Una  (Spencer)  Dee,  was  cele- 
brated February  22,  1878,  and  a family  of  nine 
children  have  been  born  to  this  union : George, 
Alice  Maria,  Joseph  Frederick,  Raymond, 
Amy  Dencv,  Charles,  Wilda,  Robert  Dayton 
and  Ruth  Ella. 

WILLIAM,  L.  FOWLER,  now  living  re- 
tired on  a small  farm,  is  well  known  in  the 
town  where  his  active  life  was  passed,  and  is 
a respected  citizen  of  his  section  of  Middlesex 
county. 

Gnrdon  Fowler,  his  grandfather,  was  born 
in  Vernon,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  in  1772,  and 
was  a son  of  a Revolutionary  soldier.  When 
a young  man  he  removed  to'  East  Haddam, 
where  he  married  Anna  Ackley,  a native  of  the 
town.  In  young- manhood  he  engaged  in  truck- 
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ing,  but  later  purchased  property  on  Fowler 
Hill,  in  the  town  of  East  Hadclam,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming.  He  was  a man  of  more 
than  usual  intelligence.  A member  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  East  Hadclam 
for  many  }^ears,  he  was  in  1825  chosen  deacon, 
an  office  which  he  held  to  the  time  0'f  his  death, 
in  1854.  He  was  related  indirectly  to  the 
church’s  second  pastor.  Dr.  Joseph  Fowler, 
who  served  the  church  for  twenty-one  years. 
An  uncle  of  Deacon  Fowler  was  noted  for  his 
strength,  and  the  story  is  told  of  his  killing  a 
bear,  single-handed,  with  merely  a pine  knot 
picked  up  during  the  combat.  Another  amus- 
ing anecdote  is  one  connected  with  a bully  who 
challenged  him  to  a wrestling  bout.  The  lat- 
ter made  his  errand  known  at  the  cider-mill 
where  Mr.  Fowler  was  working.  The  chal- 
lenge was  accepted,  and  to  bind  the  compact 
Mr.  Fowler  raised  one  of  the  filled  cider  bar- 
rels to  his  lips  and  drank  from  the  bung,  then 
politely  offered  it  to  the*  stranger,  who'  re- 
fused to’  undertake  the  feat  and  at  once  left 
the  place,  without  ever  again  renewing  his 
challenge.  The  family  born  to  Deacon  Fowler 
and  his  wife  were:  Ackley,  Samuel,  William 
L.,  Sr.,  Sarah,  Asa,  and  Acenith. 

William  L.  Fowler,  Sr.,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  June  10,  1807,  in  East  Had- 
dam,  Conn.,  where  he  grew  to  maturity.  In 
his  youthful  days  lie  was  employed  as  a saw- 
yer, later  becoming  a shoemaker.  During  his 
last  years  he  lived  in  Moodus,  retired  from  ac- 
tive business,  and  there  died  April  6,  1900. 
He  married  Caroline  L.  Green,  who  was  born 
February  26,  1810,  and  who  died  November 
11,  1897.  To  this  union  were  born:  Will- 

iam L.,  Henry,  Lenora  L.  and  Etta  B. 

William  L.  Fowler  was  born  on  Fowler 
Hill  October  30,  1831,  and  after  taking  a thor- 
ough course  at  the  North  District  school  was 
sent  to  a select  school  in  Moodus.  At  the  age 
of  sixteecn  he  began  earning  his  own  living, 
and  is  thoroughly  a self-made  man.  His  first 
venture  was  in  the  shoemaking  line,  which 
trade  he  learned  under  his  father,  and  then  for 
twenty-five  years  lie  was  in  the  butcher  busi- 
ness. Discontinuing  this,  he  purchased  a cotton- 
mill,  which  he  operated  for  fifteen  years,  and 
in  1893  sold  out  to  the  Moodus  Machine  Com- 
pany. Desiring  to  live  a more  retired  life,  but 
being  of  a disposition  that  would  not  permit 
him  to  remain  idle  he  purchased  a small  farm, 


and  is  now  conducting  it  in  a very  scientific 
manner,  but  still  retains  his  interest  in  the 
financial  circles  of  Moodus,  and  is  a director  in 
the  Moodus  Savings  Bank. 

Mr.  Fowler  was  married  to'  Mary  B.  Per- 
cival,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  W.  and  Harriet 
M.  (Williams)  Percival.  The  Percival  fam- 
ily trace  their  origin  to  England.  The  first 
of  the  name  in  America,  John,  spelled  it  Parse- 
vill,  and  was  located  at  Barnstable,  Mass. 
Two  children  were  born  of  this  union:  Oscar 

Percival,  born  April  1,  1851,  was  formerly  a 
music  teacher  in  New!  Haven,  Conn.,  but  is 
now  living  retired  in  Moodus ; May  W.,  born 
July  24,  1863,  has  been  given  a thorough 
training  in  music  and  art,  studying  the  latter 
in  New  York  Art  schools  and  in  Europe,  vis- 
iting the  continent  several  times,  and  spending 
the  past  winter  in  Italy.  For  his  second  wife 
Mr.  Fowler  married  Catherine  E.  Worthing- 
ton, who  was  born  in  Moodus,  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Elizabeth  (Willey)  Worthington. 

Politically,  Mr.  Fowler  is  a black  Repub- 
lican, and  has  served  his  party  as  constable, 
deputy  sheriff  in  1877,  and  collector  in  1896. 
He  and  his  family  attend  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  are  highly  respected  therein. 
Having  attained  a present  gratifying  financial 
position  by  his  own  unaided  efforts,  Mr.  Fow- 
ler may  justly  be  proud  of  his  success. 

HENRY  WADSWORTH  HURLBURT. 
Among  the  progressive  and  successful  farm- 
ers of  Middlesex  county,  Mr.  Hurlburt 
stands  in  the  very  foremost  rank,  his  broad, 
well  cultivated  acres,  with  their  modern  out- 
buildings, being  generally  considered,  in  point 
of  productiveness,  ecpial,  is  not  superior,  to 
any  other  farm  in  the  county.  He  comes  of 
hard  working,  sturdy,  upright  Connecticut 
stock,  anti  his  long  well  spent  life  has  added 
honor  to  his  family  name.  He,  himself,  was 
born  in  Portland,  and  his  father,  Ansel  Hurl- 
burt,  in  Chatham,  while  his  grandfather,  Elisha 
Hurlburt,  long  resided  near  Middle  Pladdani, 
in  that  town,  where  he  was  a farmer,  ship 
builder  and  tanner,  and  where  he  died  re- 
spected and  prosperous.  He  married  a Miss 
Churchill,  and  was  the  father  of  five  sons  and 
three  daughters. 

Ansel  Hurlburt,  the  father  of  Henry  W.. 
was  also  a farmer.  For  many  years  he  was 
a resident  of  Chatham,  removed  thence  to 
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Portland,  where  he  lived  one  year,  and  then 
moved  back  to  Chatham,  where  he  lived  until, 
in  1854,  he  accompanied  his  son  Henry  to 
Middlefield,  dying  on  the  latter's  farm,  'be- 
loved by  his  family,  and  honored  by  his  fel- 
low townsmen.  He  married  Mrs.  Mary 
(Wadsworth)  Goodrich,  who  was  born  in 
East  Hartford.  Capt.  Gordon  Goodrich,  her 
first  husband,  was  a sea  captain,  engaged  in 
the  West  Indies  trade,  and  was  lost  at  sea. 
To  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Goodrich  were  born  two 
daughters  and  one  son,  Mary  Jane,  Harriet 
and  Gordon.  The  first  named  died  unmarried. 
Harriet  became  the  wife  of  Asher  D.  Miller ; 
for  some  years  she  and  her  husband  resided 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  but  they  finally 
emigrated  to  Rockford,  111.,  where  some  of 
their  descendants  are  yet  living.  Gordon  mar- 
ried Roxana  Smith,  and  is  living  in  Ohio. 
Henry  W.  Hnrlburt  is  the  second  and  young- 
est son  of  his  parents ; his  elder  sister,  Sarah 
P.,  died  shortly  after  her  marriage  to  Daniel 
Jones,  of  East  Haddam.  His  brother  Charles 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Jane 
Van  Dine;  he  died  in  Boston.  Mrs.  Ansel 
Hurlburt  died  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Henry, 
in  Middlefield,  about  i860. 

Henry- Wadsworth  Hurlburt  was  born  Sep- 
tember 13,  1828.  The  story  of  his  life  is  a tale 
of  filial  devotion,  joined  to  an  unswerving 
sense  of  honor  and  unflagging  energy.  He 
was  barely  eighteen  years  of  age,  when,  with 
no  better  educational  equipment  than  he  had 
been  able  to  obtain  at  the  district  schools,  he 
started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account,  with 
the  dual  purpose  of  hewing  out  his  own  way 
to  success,  and  liquidating  the  heavy  debts 
which  encumbered  his  father’s  farm,  and  ren- 
dered his  father’s  life  well  nigh  a burden. 
Among  the  latter’s  holdings  were  valuable 
timber  and  mining  lands,  the  former  being 
situated  in  Chatham.  To  this  he  first  directed 
his  youthful  energies.  Much  of  it  he  felled 
and  split  himself,  and  the  output,  consisting 
of  fence  rails,  together  with  heavy  timber,  for 
use  in  house  and  ship  building,  found  a mark- 
et in  Long  Island,  being  shipped  thither  by 
vessel.  For  ten  years  Mr.  Hurlburt  continued 
in  the  lumber  business,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  that  period  he  had  discharged  every  debt 
that  his  father  had  incurred,  besides  erecting 
for  his  parents  a commodious  and  handsome 
home.  Under  the  terms  of  an  agreement  with 


his  father,  the  title  to  the  land  had  been  vested 
in  him,  and  in  1854  he  disposed  of  the  property, 
to  settle  upon  his  present  farm  in  Middlefield, 
near  the  boundary  line  of  Middletown,  which 
was  then  known  as  the  “Hiram  Birdsev  farm.” 
His  ready  means  were  not  sufficient  to  enable 
him  to  meet  the  full  purchase  price,  but  thanks 
to  his  sagacity,  judgment,  and  industry,  the 
encumbrance  was  soon  lifted.  The  farm  com- 
prises seventy  acres,  all  of  which  is  fertile  and 
under  high  cultivation.  To-  its  improvement 
and  management  he  has  brought  both  techni- 
cal knowledge  of  a high  order  and  long  expe- 
rience, joined  to  tireless  energy  and  a keen, 
intelligent  appreciation  of  the  advantages  to 
be  gained  by  the  adoption  of  modern,  advanced 
ideas.  Not  to  weary  the  reader  with  a tire- 
some recital  of  details,  it  may  suffice  to  men- 
tion a few  of  the  points  of  special  excellence  to 
be  noted  on  his  farm : Imprimis,  when,  for- 

ty-seven years  ago,  he  began  farming  in  Mid- 
dlefield, he  was  the  first  to  introduce  horses  as 
a substitute  for  oxen  in  farm  work.  He  is 
one  of  the  few  Connecticut  agriculturists  who 
have  made  a success  of  wheat  growing,  and 
for  the  twenty-one  years  following  1865,  he 
marketed  annually  six  thousand  quarts  of 
strawberries.  His  yield  of  potatoes  and  tur- 
nips is  about  one  thousand  bushels  a year  for 
each  product,  and  his  other  crops  are  propor- 
tionally large.  He  has  also  successfully  fol- 
lowed dairy  farming  to  a limited  degree,  and 
his  choice  stock  and  admirable  methods  have 
insured  for  him  the  same  measure  of  success 
which  has  waited  upon  all  his  well  directed 
efforts.  The  little  details  of  farming — which 
to  so  many  agriculturists,  even  in  New  Eng- 
land, seem  of  so  little  importance — never  es- 
cape his  watchful  eye  and  vigilant  care.  He 
is  a man  endowed  with  rare  powers  of  obser- 
vation and  reflection,  as  well  as  with  mechani- 
cal skill  of  a high  order,  and  not  a few  of  the 
many  conveniences  of  his  farm  buildings  are 
of  his  own  invention.  The  fifteen  hundred 
square  feet  which  comprise  the  feeding  floor 
and  stable  of  his  spacious  barn  are  of  cement, 
which  he  has  also’  used  in  other  buildings.  He 
has  made  all  these  improvements  himself,  and 
neatness  and  cleanliness  are  marked  features  of 
the  entire  farm,  with  all  its  appurtenances, 
while  all  the  implements  in  use  are  of  the 
most  recent  and  improved  pattern.  Indeed,  the 
general  opinion  among  Mr.  Hurlburt's  neigh- 
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1 bors  is  that  no  other  property  in  the  town  of 
Middlefield  is  equal  to  his,  or  is  as  well  con- 
ducted. He  never  allows  briers  or  bushes 
of  any  kind  to  grow  on  his  farm,  or  in  fence 
corners. 

Mr.  Hurlburt  is  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  has  held  several  minor  offices,  being  at 
present  (1902)  town  constable.  Keen  in  in- 
tellect, yet  deliberate  and  cautious  in  judg- 
ment, his  advice  is  frequently  sought  by  his 
fellow  citizens,  by  whom  he  is  both  admired 
and  loved. 

In  1852  Mr.  Hurlburt  led  to  the  altar  Miss 
Ina  Barnes,  of  East  Berlin,  Hartford  county, 
whose  brother  Albert  is  superintendent  of  the 
Peck,  Stow  & iWilcox  factory,  and  is  one  of 
Berlin’s  substantial  and  influential  citizens. 
Mrs.  Hurlburt  died  in  1892  and  is  buried  in 
her  native  town.  Her  death  was  a severe 
blow  to  her  husband,  between  whom  and  her- 
self the  bond  of  mutual  love  and  esteem  was 
both  strong  and  tender.  She  left  three  daugh- 
ters: Emma  G.,  Kittie  M.  and  Carrie  E.  The 
eldest  is  the  wife  of  L.  Peet  Tuttle,  the  present 
town  clerk  of  North  Haven.  Kittie  M.  mar- 
ried Paul  Schultz,  who  conducts  a meat  mark- 
et in  Norwalk ; and  Carrie  E.  is  the  wife  of 
Israel  Cummings,  who  was  born  in  Vermont, 
and  lives  in  East  Berlin. 

GEORGE  M.  SMITH  is  one  of  the  well 
known  residents  and  old  citizens  of  Middle- 
town,  Middlesex  county,  now  retired  from  ac- 
tive business  cares  except  such  as  are  involved 
in  the  administration  of  his  valuable  and  ex- 
tensive real  estate  holdings. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  March  13,  1837,  in 
Middletown,  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street, 
between  College  and  William  streets,  and  he 
has  lived  in  the  house  he  now  occupies,  on 
William  street,  since  1843.  His  father,  Ed- 
mund W.  Smith,  was  born  August  19,  1811, 
at  Middletown,  son  of  Hibbard  Smith,  a baker, 
who  came  from  Lyme,  Conn,  (where  he  was 
born)  to  Middletown,  and  was  the  first  of  his 
family  in  that  city.  Pie  married  a Miss  Bish- 
op, of  Cromwell,  and  became  the  father  of  a 
numerous  family:  (1)  Edmund  W.  was  the 

father  of  George  M.  (2)  Hibbard  lived  and 
died  in  Middletown.  Pie  learned  the  carpen- 
ter s trade,  but  was  a liveryman  for  years. 
He  married  Miss  Amelia  Barnes,  and  left  two 
sons,  Frank  C.  and  Albert.  (3)  Henry,  who 


was  engaged  as  a baker  in  company  with  his 
father,  has  been  dead  for  years.  He  married 
Miss  Mary;  Bacon,  daughter  of  Capt.  Horace 
and  Delia  (Johnson)  Bacon,  and  she  survived 
him  with  two  daughters — Helen  M.,  who  died 
November  19,  1879;  and  Eugenia  B.,  who 
married  George  Parker,  of  Thomaston,  Conn. 

(4)  Nathaniel  B.  succeeded  his  father  in  the 
bakery  business,  but  later  in  life  became  a gro- 
cer. His  wife  was  a Miss  Elizabeth  Croslev. 

(5)  Maria  is  the  widow  of  Chittenden  U. 
Hatch,  and  is  living  at  Muscatine,  Iowa.  (6) 
Ann  married  Amos  Monroe,  and  died  in  Mid- 
dletown. (7)  Julia  married  a Mr.  Boone,  and 
died  in  Elkton,  Md.  (8)  Mary  married  W. 
Jones,  an  attorney  of  Elkton,  who  was  a prom- 
inent man  in  that  part  of  Maryland,  and  for 
many  years  was  in  the  government  service. 
Hibbard  Smith  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years,  and  his  widow  survived  him  some  three 
or  four  years.  They  were  both  buried  in  the 
Old  West  cemetery  at  Middletown. 

Edmund  W.  Smith  was  reared  in  Middle- 
town.  He  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  built 
the  house  in  which  his  son,  George  M , now 
lives,  which  is  a fine  example  of  the  honest 
construction  and  thorough  work  of  former 
generations.  He  was  a partner  with  his  broth- 
er Hibbard  in  the  livery  business.  On  May  6, 
1833,  at  Lyme,  Conn.,  he  married  Frances 
Julia  Miner,  who  was  born  in  Lyme  Septem- 
ber 18,  1815,  and  died  June  13,  1889.  Mr. 
Smith  passed  away  August  18.  1858.  They 
were  buried  in  Indian  Hill  cemetery.  He  was 
a Republican,  and  a man  of  much  character  and 
intelligence.  His  wife  was  a member  of  the 
South  Congregational  Church,  and  a woman 
of  Christian  character.  She  was  a regular 
reader  of  the  Bible,  and  well  versed  in  its 
teachings.  Their  children  were  as  follows: 
Edmund,  born  February  16,  1835,  resides  in 
Middletown,  and  is  night  watchman  for  the 
W.  & B.  Douglass  establishment.  George  M.  is 
the  second  in  the  family.  Ruth,  born  May  10. 
1840.  died  January  9,  1842.  Charles  M.,  born 
j August  15,  1843,  "'as  drowned  in  the  Con- 
necticut river  August  12,  1848:  he  fell  from 
! the  steamboat  dock  while  fishing  with  his  plav- 
mates. 

George  M.  Smith  attended  school  on  the 
1 south  side  of  William  street,  a short  distance 
east  of  Broad  street,  and  Miss  Winifred  John- 
son was  his  first  teacher,  lie  was  a student  in 
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the  high  school  when  his  school  clays  ended, 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  He  had  helped 
his  father  in  the  livery  barn  when  not  at  school, 
and  has  a good  eye  for  all  the  fine  points  of  a 
horse.  Early  in  his  ’teens  he  went  to  West- 
chester county,  N.  Y.,  and  worked  a year  on 
the  farm  of  his  great-uncle,  Ichabod  Smith. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  came  back 
to  Middletown  and  began  a mercantile  career 
as  a clerk  in  the  general  store  of  A.  M.  Cole- 
grove,  holding  this  position  for  a,  year.  Sub- 
sequently he  was  employed  by  Patrick  Fagan, 
and  then  by  his  brother,  Nicholas,  who  con- 
ducted a general  dry  goods  store,  being  with 
the  two  Fagans  for  about  seven  years.  Mr. 
Smith  was  next  engaged  as  a bookkeeper  in 
the  office  of  W.  & B.  Douglass,  entering  their 
employment  in  November,  1861,  and  resign- 
ing his  position  in  February,  1898,  his  long 
service  attesting  sufficiently  his  efficiency  and 
reliability. 

On  December  5,  i860,  Mr.  Smith  was  mar- 
ried, in  Cromwell,  to  Miss  Caroline'  Stocking, 
of  that  town,  who  was  born  November  22, 
1840,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Caroline  (Belch- 
er) Stocking,  and  died  February  4,  1893.  She 
was  buried  in  Indian  Hill  cemetery.  Mrs. 
Smith  was  a lady  of  most  estimable  charac- 
ter, and  was  a member  of  the  Soutfn  Congre- 
gational Church.  She  was  the  mother  of  two 
children : Harry  Edmund  is  a traveling  sales- 
man  for  W.  & B.  Douglass,  and  lives  in  Mid- 
dletown ; he  married  Miss  Emma  Lucas,  of 
Middletown,  and  has  one  daughter,  Carolyn. 
Louie  Stocking  is  in  the  insurance  business  in 
Middletown. 

Mr.  Smith  has  been  a Republican  for  many 
years,  and  has  often  served  on  the  common 
council.  He  is  a good  citizen  and  held  a 
high  place  as  an  honorable  and  upright  busi- 
ness man.  Enjoying  good  health,  he  is  well 
preserved  and  hearty  for  one  of  his  years. 

LIEUT.  ARTHUR  BOARDMAN,  for 
many  years  the  efficient  treasurer  of  the  Crom- 
well Dime  Savings  Bank,  has  filled  many  im- 
portant positions  in  the  local  affairs  of  the 
town  of  Cromwell,  where  he  has  been  town 
clerk  and  town  treasurer,  as  well  as  treasurer 
of  the  Town  Deposit  Fund,  Local  School  Fund 
and  other  town  trust  funds,  administering 
these  important  trusts  to  the  very  general  sat- 
isfaction of  the  public.  Twice  elected  as  se- 
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lectman,  he  resigned  during  the  last  term  for 
which  he  was  elected,  to  become  town  clerk. 
Although  a stanch  Republican,  the  generous 
support  of  all  parties  has  been  given  him  when- 
ever he  runs  for  office,  and  his  election  is  con- 
ceded as  soon  as  the  nomination  is  made. 

The  Boardman  family  descends  from  Sam- 
uel Boardman,  the  line  reckoning  back  from 
Lieut.  Arthur  Boardman  as  follows : Will-  j< 

iam  Frederic,  Nathan  (2),  Nathan,  Josiah, 
Isaac  (2),  Isaac,  and  Samuel.  SI 

Arthur  Boardman  was  born  in  Middle- 
town,  Westfield  Parish,  Middlesex  county,  j- 
April  28,  1839,  a son  of  William  Frederic  and 
Lucy  Ann  (Wilcox)  Boardman,  the  former  of 
whom-  died  in  1847,  anc^  the  Utter  in  1843. 
Our  subject  was  their  only  child  who  lived  to  ! 
adult  age.  In  the  district  school  in  Westfield 
Parish,  he  began  his  education,  but  in  1847,  he 
came  to  Cromwell,  to  live  with  his  uncle  and 
guardian,  Selden  G.  Ely,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  he  was-  twenty-one,  and  he  con- 
fessed lasting'  obligations  to  the  stern  discipline  ) J 
the  uncle  maintained  in  his  house  and  home,  j 
In  Cromwell  he  attended  district  school,  and  1 I 
here  Evelyn  Hutchinson,  now  the  wife  of  [ 
Cephas  Brainard,  a prominent  attorney  of  [ 
New  York  city,  was  his  first  teacher.  At  Nor-  \ 
wich,  Conn.,  he  attended  the  Normal  Semin-  i 
ary  for  one  year,  Rev.  T.  D.  P.  Stone,  princi-  ' 
pal  (and  former  principal  of  the  State  Nor-  • 
mal  School  at  New  Britain),  and  for  two  ! 
years  attended  the  Mineral  Spring  Institute  of  j 
Cromwell,  taught  by  Ebenezer  Beckwith,  a 1 
graduate  of  Yale.  Reared  a farmer  boy,  I 
young  Boardman  had  a practical  knowledge  ; 
of  life,  and  was  always  busy.  Under  Isaac  I 
Baldwin  he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and 
joiner  in  Middletown,  and  afterward  worked 
for  D.  C.  Tryon-  of  Cromwell,  and  for  others  ; 
in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  the  same  line. 

To  Mr.  Boardman  belongs  the  honor  of  j 
being  the  first  man  from  Cromwell  to  enlist  ; 
for  the  defense  of  the  Um’on  in  the  Civil  war. 

He  enlisted  in  Hartford  for  three  months  in  j 
Rifle  Company  A,  Third  Connecticut  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  April  25,  1861,  a few  days  after 
the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter,  and  was  mustered 
out  at  Hartford  August  12,  1861.  On  Au- 
gust 11,  1862,  lie  re-enlisted  in  Company  K, 
Twentieth  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry, 
for  a period  of  three  years.  Wounded  in  the : 
first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  he  recovered,  and  took 
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'part  in  the  memorable  engagements  at  Chan- 
cellorsville  and  Gettysburg,  participating  in  all 
in  more  than  eighteen  hard-fought  engage- 
ments. Mr.  Boardman’s  service  in  the  two 
regiments  up  to  September  25,  1863,  was  with 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  aterwards  with  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  Army  of  Geor- 
1 gia,  respectively,  and  he  was  with  General 
Sherman  in  his  famous  March  to  the  Sea. 
He  was  on  the  Brigade  Staff  of  both  Brig. 
Gens.  Samuel  Ross  and  John  Coburn,  where 
he  served  as  commander  of  the  Pioneer  Corps 
of  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twen- 
tieth  Army  Corps.  This  regiment  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Third  Brigade,  same  division,  and 
i Mr.  Boardman  was  consequently  relieved  from 
his  command  with  commendation  for  service 
by  Gen.  John  Coburn,  then  in  command  of  the 
Brigade.  Mr.  Boardman  was  promoted  sev- 
eral times  for  gallant  service,  and  was  mus- 
tered out,  at  Washington,  June  13,  1865,  with 
the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  having  been  com- 
mended by  his  ranking  officers  for  gallantry 
in  the  field,  and  for  an  intelligent  understand- 
ing and  faithful  discharge  of  the  general  duties 
of  the  soldier  in  camp  life. 

After  Lieutenant  Boardman  returned  from 
the  war  he  followed  the  builders 'trade  in  Hart- 
ford, and  in  1868  he  came  to  Cromwell,  and 
bought  from  his  uncle  the  estate  where  he  now 
resides,  also*  carrying  on  farming  for  his  uncle, 
Seklen  G.  Ely,  and  on  his  decease  for  his 
widow,  in  connection  with  his  own  work.  Sel- 
dom is  there  found  in  any  community  a man 
whose  friends  are  more  universal  than  those 
Mr.  Boardman  possesses.  He  is  a substantial 
citizen  of  the  town,  plain  and  unassuming,  but 
thoroughly  efficient.  He  was  noted  as  one  of 
the  most  extensive  tobacco  raisers  in  the  State 
until  1883,  hut  that  year  retired  from  that  line. 
With  very  substantial  improvements  on  his 
place,  it  is  one  of  the  elegant  country  homes 
of  the  town. 

In  his  religious  belief  Mr.  Boardman  is 
a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  a promi- 
nent man  in  that  denomination,  holding  the 
office  of  trustee,  and  he  has  been  clerk  since 
January  18,  1870,  and  lie  has  served  as  a Dea- 
con of  the  body  since  October  4,  1874.  Mrs. 
Boardman  is  also  a member  of  the  Church, 
and  with  her  husband  takes  a special  interest 
in  the  auxiliary  societies  therewith  connected. 
Socially  Mr.  Boardman  was  a charter  mem- 
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ber  of  Crown  Temple,  No.  9,  Temple  of  Honor, 
and  was  its  first  worthy  chief,  and  he  also*  be- 
longs to  the  Cromwell  Grange.  He  is  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  of  the  Cromwell  Cemetery 
Association,  and  of  the  United  Association. 

On  August  21,  1862,  Mr.  Boardman  was 
married  to  Miss  Maria  E.  Paddock,  who  was 
born  January  28,  1841,  daughter  of  Seth  J. 
and  Lucinda  (Kenyon)  Paddock.  Mrs. 
Boardman  received  a -good  education  in  the 
school  conducted  by  Mr.  Beckwith  in  Crom- 
well, and  has  drawn  to  her  a circle  of  cultured 
friends.  The  marriage  of  Mir.  and  Mrs. 
Boardman  has  been  blessed  with  children  as 
follows:  (1)  Frank  Crawford,  born  October 

10,  1866,  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  is  a graduate  of 
the  Yale  School  of  Fine  Arts ; he  has  studied 
abroad  in  Paris,  and  holds  a prominent  place 
among  American  artists.  (2)  Charlotte  Hall, 
born  May  11,  1869,  died  June  21,  1875.  (3) 

Arthur  Howard,  born  October  15,  1870,  is 
now  a deputy  sheriff  of  the  county,  a collector 
of  taxes,  also  Registrar  of  Voters  in  Crom- 
well. (4)  May  Wilcox  and  (5)  Wallace  Sel- 
den  (twins),  born  December  9,  1875.  May  W., 
married  June  4,  1896,  George  W.  Brewer,  now 
depot  agent  at  Pomperaug  Valley  station, 
Highland  Division,  New  York,  New  Haven 
& Hartford  R.  R.,  and  lives  in  Southbury, 
Conn.  Mrs.  Brewer  attended  the  Boston  Con- 
servatory of  Music,  and  is  a musician  of  far 
more  than  ordinary  ability.  She  is  the  mother 
of  two  children,  Grace  Anna,  born  August  22, 
1897,  and  Howard  George,  born  January  26, 
1899.  Wallace  Seklen  graduated  with  hon- 
or, in  the  class  of  1901,  from  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity, Middletown,  and  is  now  attending  the 
Rochester  Theological  Seminary,  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  ministry. 

James  Paddock,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Boardman,  was  born  July  5,  1784.  lie  mar- 
ried Grace  Roberts,  who  was  bom  January  26, 
1784,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following 
children:  (1)  Jonathan  R.,  horn  November 

I 9,  1803,  was  a prominent  physician  in  Mnys- 
I ville,  Ky.,  and  his  daughter  Jane,  by  his  first 
wife,  married  Congressman  Phister,  of  that 
State.  (2)  Daniel  U..  born  September  29, 
1805,  died  in  Cromwell:  (3)  Seth  T.  is  men- 
tioned below:  (4)  Maria,  born  December  16, 
1813,  married  Daniel  Bailey,  and  is  deceased. 

Seth  J.  Paddock,  father  of  Mrs.  Boardman. 
was  born  November  22,  1810,  and  died  Mav 
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12,  1888.  From  the  time  he  was  four  years 
old  he  made  his  home  in  Cromwell, 
where  he  engaged  as  a farmer  and  builder. 
On  December  4,  ^33,  he  married  Lucinda 
Kenyon  who  was  born  December  9,  1807, 
.and  is  still  living.  The  children  born  of 
this  union  were  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Luman,  born 

February  27,  1837,  was  a member  o*f  Company 
A,  Twenty-fourth  Connecticut  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, during  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  the 
service  at  Donaldsonville,  La.;  (2)  Catherine, 
born  January  21,  1839,  is  the  widow  of  Charles 
Stevens,  and  lives  in  Cromwell  at  the  paternal 
home  caring  for  her  aged  mother  in  her  de- 
clining years,  (3)  Sherman,  born  February 
27,  1840,  was  in  Company  K,  Twentieth  Con- 
necticut Volunteer  Infantry,  and  is  now  a 
builder  at  Caldwell,  N.  J. ; (4)  Maria  is  Mrs. 
Arthur  Boardman,  of  Cromwell;  (5)  Hannah 
born  March  10,  1843,  i-s  now  Mrs.  Albert  L. 
Congdon,  of  Middletown;  (6)  Emma,  born 
September  2,  1845,  married  Charles  W.  Bacon, 
of  Middletown;  and  (7)  Seth,  born  January 
24,  1848,  is  a farmer,  and  lives  on  the  home- 
stead of  his.  grandfather,  the  late  James 
Paddock  in  Cromwell. 

ERASTUS  W.  DANIELS  (deceased) 
was  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  East 
Hampton,  Middlesex  county,  where  he  en- 
joyed the  high  regard  of  the  community.  His 
ancestors  as  far  back  as  his  great-grandfa- 
ther, Lemuel  Daniels,  were  also  born  and 
reared  there.  Amasa  Daniel,  son  of  Lemuel, 
was  born  February  14,  1776,  and  on  May  15, 
1798',  married  Mary  Shepherd.  To  this  union 
were  born:  Bartlett;  Nelson;  Marietta,  now 

the  widow  of  Dr.  Frank  Edgerton,  of  East 
Hampton ; Elmira,  who  married  Thomas  Sel- 
ler; and  Adeline,  who  married  William 
Young. 

Bartlett  Daniels  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Chatham  February  26,  1799,  and  married 
Florida  Fuller,  who  was  born  July  2,  1800. 
Their  children  were:  Frances,  who  married 

David  Strong,  of  East  Hampton,  and  is  now 
deceased ; Erastus  W. ; Elmira,  who  married 
A.  B,  White,  of  West  Hartford,  Conn.;  and 
Emily,  who  is  the  widow  of  Jerome  Alvord, 
of  East  Hampton.  Bartlett  Daniels  was  born 
just  south  of  the  village,  on  the  property  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  Henry  B.  Brown.  His 
whole  life  was  spent  in  the  town  of  Chatham, 


where  he  was  well  known  as  a successful  farm-  1 
er,  and  a worthy  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  His  death  took  place  ' 
April  25,  1878,  his  wife  dying  in  August,  1880. 
Though  a prominent  man  in  many  ways,  and 
an  active  Democrat  all  his  life,  he  would  never 
accept  office. 

Erastus  W.  Daniels  was  born  January  28,  i, 
1833,  on  the  old  farm  in  East  Hampton, 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  Henry  F.  Seller. 
When  he  was  two  years  old  the  family  moved 
to  the  southern  part  of  the  town  and  settled  on  I, 
the  grandfather's  property,  and  there  our  sub-  1 
ject  grew  to  maturity  and  remained.  His  ed- 
ucational advantages  were  confined  to  those 
provided  by  the  district  schools,  and  early  in 
life  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  in 
combination  with  work  in  lumber.  This  was 
a sensible  procedure,  as  later  the  farm  of  250 
acres,  which  had  been  in  the  Daniels  family 
for  several  generations  came  into  his  posses- 
sion, and  he  was  prepared  for  its  efficient  man- 
agement. Mr.  Daniels  added  some  100  acres 
to  the  original  tract,  and  devoted  his  time  prin-  I 
cipally  to  lumbering,  hauling  his  product  to  i 
East  Hampton,  where  it  was  shipped  to  other  ' 
points.  When  ship  building  was  at  its  height  ' 
in  Portland,  lie  sold  quantities  of  ship  timber  ; 
to  the  Gildersleeves,  and  one  autumn*,  recently,  f 
sold  140,000  feet.  He  employed  large  crews  f 
of  men  in  the  woods  through  certain  seasons  | 
of  the  year,  and  also  carried  on  extensive  ’ 
farming  operations,  besides  raising  some  fine  j 
stock.  As  one  of  the  special  features  of  his  j 
fine  farm,  his  orchards  became  celebrated  for  ! 
supplying  a superior  article  of  cider  that  could  } 
not  be  excelled  in  the  market. 

Mr.  Daniels  was  married  (first)  in  East 
Hampton,  to  Julia,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  I 
Emeline  (Selden)  Brown,  and  to  this  union 
was  born  one  son,  Julian  E.,  whose  death ; 
was  caused  by  the  cars,  in  Cadillac,  Mich.,  1 
November  25,  1877,  when  he  was  aged  twenty  ’ 
years.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Daniels  mar-  j 
ried  Martha  E.  Selden,  daughter  of  Augus- 
tus and  Nancy  Selden ; she  died  leaving  one 
son,  Frank  L.,  who  married  Minnie  Little, 
of  Sussex,  New  Brunswick,  September  5,  1899. 
and  lives  in  North  Manchester,  this  State. 

The  farm  on  which  Mr.  Daniels  spent  al- 
most his  entire  life  and  where  he  died  Feb-; 
ruary  28,  1900,  was  cleared  by  his  great  -grand- 
father, and  the  old  house  in  which  he  lived  is 
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one  of  the  relics  of  Colonial  clays.  It  was 
built  in  1772,  and  is  still  in  a fine  state  of  pres- 
ervation, putting  to  shame  many  more  ornate 
buildings  erected  a century  later.  One  of  the 
noticeable  features  of  the  old  mansion  is  its 
electric  lighting,  and  it  is  probably  the  only 
country  home  so  fitted  in  its  locality.  The 
supply  is  obtained  from  the  Leesville  Water 
plant,  whose  wires  to  East  Hampton  pass  by 
the  door. 

As  the  representative  of  an  old  and  honored 
j family,  Mr.  Daniels  possessed  the  respect  of 
the  entire  community,  while  his  personal  char- 
acter won  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he 
; came  in  contact.  His  kindness  and  generosity 
; were  well  known  throughout  the  neighborhood 
j and  no  one  had  a wider  circle  of  personal 
friends. 

ALEXANDER  HAlLE  was  born  in  Port- 
j land,  Middlesex  county,  January  1,  1834,  and 
is  a son  of  Alexander  and  Annie  (Strickland) 
Hale.  His  father  was  a farmer  and  carpenter, 
and  worked  in  the  shipyards  at  Gildersleeve. 
He  died  when  fifty-seven  years  of  age,  while 
his  widow  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-five  years 
and  seven  months.  They  were  buried  in  Cen- 
ter cemetery,  in  the  town  of  Portland.  Mr. 
Hale  was  a hard-working  man,  and  made  his 
own  way  in  the  world  against  great  obstacles. 
He  was  a Democrat,  but  though  he  took  an  in- 
terest in  politics  was  never  in  any  sense  a pol- 
itician or  office  seeker.  In  his  family  were 
children  as  follows:  Daniel  died  in  Hartford, 
where  he  had  been  a bricklayer,  and  was  in 
his  later  years  a farmer.  Harriet  married  Capt. 
Harley  Case,  and  died  in  Portland.  Eliza 
•married  John  H.  Thomas,  of  New  Haven,  and 
•died  in  that  city.  John  went  to  Illinois  and 
died  there.  Seth  died  in  East  Hartford.  Conn. 
Vienna  married  Thomas  Baker,  and  died  in 
Portland.  Lucy  married  Thomas  Baker,  after 
the  death  of  her  sister,  and  died  in  Illinois. 
Alexander  is  the  subject  of  this  article.  Mrs. 
Annie  (Strickland)  Hale  came  of  a family 
noted  for  longevity,  and,  as  above  related, 
reached  the  great  age  of  ninety-five  years. 
Her  sister  Asenith  died  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
four  years  and  seven  months  her  sister  Amy 
at  the  age  of  ninety-seven. 

Alexander  Male  attended  district  school  in 
Portland,  and  Mr.  Rathbone  and  Mr.  Lord  are 
remembered  anion?  his  teachers.  lie  was 


reared  a farmer  boy,  and  when  his  father  died 
ne  was  a stout  and  ambitious  lad  of  sixteen 
years  of  age.  He  sought  work  with  Noah  Try- 
on,  on  a farm  in  Glastonbury,  and  received  nine 
dollars  per  month  for  his  labors.  When  he 
was  eighteen  years  of  age  he  went  West,  to 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  and  spent  a year  in 
that  section  of  the  country.  He  concluded 
that  Connecticut  was  a better  land  for  him,  and 
accordingly  returned -to  his  native  heath,  and 
began  farming  on  the  old  Seth  Strickland 
homestead,  where  several  of  his  mother’s  sis- 
ters were  then  living.  He  cultivated  this  place 
on  shares  until  April,  1898,  when  he  bought 
the  farm,  which  he  had  tilled  forty-four  years. 
He  also  owns  a farm  adjoining  the  old  Strick- 
land home,  where  he  lived  for  some  sixteen 
years  or  more. 

Mr.  Hale  was  married  when  he  was  twenty- 
eight  years  old  to  Miss  Arvilla  Reeves,  of 
Portland,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lucy 
(Clark)  Reeves.  She  has  been  a good  wife 
and  helpful  to  her  husband.  They  have  had 
children  as  follows : Alice,  who  married  Al- 

fred Post,  of  Portland;  Harry  Arthur,  who 
lived  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  aged 
thirty-three  years ; Grace,  who  married  Elmer 
Hale,  of  Hazardville,  Conn. ; Clifford,  a farm- 
er; and  Bertha  and  Howard,  at  home.  Polit- 
ically Mr.  Hale  is  a Democrat,  and  is  regarded 
as  a good  citizen  and  has  been  reliable  and  hon- 
orable throughout  his  career.  The  church  close 
to  the  old  homestead  of  our  subject  stands  on 
land  given  by  Mr.  Hale’s  Grandmother  Strick- 
land. It  has  been  closed  for  years  and  belongs 
to  the  eemeterv  association,  being  opened  only 
for  funerals  or  affairs  connected  with  the  in- 
terests of  that  body. 

SETH  CROWELL  (deceased)  was  a 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Durham,  Middle- 
sex county,  at  which  place  his  death  occurred 
March  22,  1896.  He  was  born  February  16, 
1820,  in  the  W est  Long  Hill  District  of  Mid- 
dletown, a son  of  Seth  and  Phebe  ( Birdsey) 
Crowell.  The  family  is  mentioned  further  in 
the  sketch  of  Daniel  Crowell. 

Seth  Crowell's  early  life  was  spent  after  the 
manner  of  the  farmer  boy  of  that  period.  He 
attended  school  only  in  the  winter  season,  the 
summer  time  being  devoted  to  hard  work  on 
his  father’s  farm.  I le  remained  with  his  father 
at  home  until  after  the  latter’s  death,  and 
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then  purchased  the  farm  of  the  other  heirs, 
and  for  many  years  was  quite  successfully  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  also,  during  this  time, 
engaged  in  getting  out  timber  in  a small  way, 
and  for  several  years  was  interested  in  the 
livery  business  with  John  Coe,  his  nephew, 
in  Middletown.  He  disposed  of  the  farm  at 
West  Long  Hill,  and  in  May,  1867,  located 
at  Durham,  on  the  property  known  as  the 
Guernsey  Camp  place,  which  Mr.  Crowell  pur- 
chased from  S.  S.  Scranton.  There  he  resided 
until  his  death.  He  was  engaged  in  farming 
and  in  the  livery  business,  and  was  very  suc- 
cessful. At  this  time  the  village  had  no  hotel, 
and  Mr.  Crowell,  being  of  a very  hospitable 
nature,  opened  his  nice  large  home  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  traveling  public,  his  house 
being  a sort  of  private  hotel ; he  never  hung  out 
a sign.  He  never  sold  liquor,  nor  used  liquor 
or  tobacco  in  any  form.  As  he  was  very 
liberal,  it  was  not  unusual  for  his  generosity 
to  be  imposed  upon,  but  no  worthy  individual 
ever  went  away  from  his  home  empty-handed. 
He  was  a quiet  man,  retiring  in  manner,  al- 
ways avoiding  publicity,  but  was  very  fond  of 
company,  and  particularly  loved  the  society  of 
young  people.  In  politics  he  was  a Republi- 
can, and,  while  he  never  sought  office,  he  held 
a few  minor  offices  while  residing  at  West 
Long  Hill.  The  later  years  of  his  life  he  lived 
retired,  and  his  death  occurred  after  a decline 
of  several  years.  Fond  of  horses,  he  bought 
and  sold  a large  number  during  his  lifetime. 
He  was  not  a church  member,  but  was  pos- 
sessed of  that  broad  charity  that  finds  good 
in  all. 

Mr.  Crowell  married  Jane  Harris,  who  was 
born  in  January,  1820,  at  South  Farms,  and 
died  August  21,  1892,  aged  seventy-two  years. 
She  rests  beside  her  husband  in  the  Farm  Hill 
cemetery.  Their  children  were:  (1)  Emma 

Jane,  born  April  20,  1842,  died  June  28,  1848. 
(2)  Elnora,  born  July  18,  1846,  died  July 
8,  1848.  (3)  A son,  born  July  12,  1847,  died 
July  13,  1847.  (4)  Albert,  born  July  11, 
1849,  died  September  11,  1862.  (5)  Ella  J., 

born  April  17,  1851,  married  Charles  B.  Mer- 
win,  of  Durham,  who'  is  engaged  in  the  print- 
ing and  stationery  business  in  New  York  City; 
she  died  January  2,  1892,  at  Bayonne,  N.  J. 
(6)  Adele,  born  May  25,  1859,  is  the  wife  of 
Frederick  S.  Newton,  of  Durham,  and  has  one 
son,  Stanley  Sill,  born  April  22,  1890. 


HOMER  CHURCHILL  (deceased)  was  j 
one  of  the  substantial  and  respected  citizens  of 
Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  whose  blame-  ! 
less  life  won  for  him  the  genuine  esteem  and 
affection  of  a very  wide  circle  of  acquaintances.  L 
Beginning  life  a poor  boy,  he  climbed  the 
ladder  of  success  rung  by  rung,  having  been 
wholly  self-made  and,  in  a large  degree,  self- 
educated  as  well.  The  story  of  his  life  is  a 
pleasant  one  to  tell,  and  it  is  believed  that 
thoughtful  minds  will  find  it  entertaining  read- 
ing. I 

Mr.  Churchill  was  born  in  Litchfield,  | 
Conn.,  June  10,  1822,  and  was  one  of  eleven 
children  born  to  John  Churchill  and  his  wife, 
Ruhama  Orton.  The  baptismal  name  of  John 
was  also  borne  by  both  his  grandfather  and 
great-grandfather.  John  Churchill,  father  of 
Homer,  was  a shoemaker,  and  kept  a modest 
store  in  Litchfield.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
Episcopalians,  and  reared  their  children  in  the 
same  faith.  They  were  plain  people,  held  in  [ 
high  regard  on  account  of  their  recognized  | ! 
moral  worth,  the  mother,  especially,  being  con-  f i 
sidered  a noble  woman.  The  father  died  in  j 
1841.  Some  mention  of  the  children  will  be  * 
of  interest  in  this  connection.  Ten  members  f j 
of  the  family,  seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  j j 
grew  to>  maturity,  one  daughter  dying  in  in-  i 
fancy.  John,  the  eldest  son,  graduated  from  k 
Yale  College,  and  was  ordained  to  the  Congre-  j 
gational  ministry.  Hiram  was  a shoemaker  j 
m New  Haven,  while  Daniel  carried  on  the  1 
same  trade  at  Litchfield.  Charles  died  in  early  | 1 
youth.  Flenry  was  a carpenter  and  builder  at  t 
Waterbury.  The  late  Horner  Churchill  and  1 
his  twin  brother,  Hobart,  were  the  youngest 
boys.  The  daughters  were  named  Janet,  Ann  \ 
and  Sarah.  Janet  became  the  wife  of  a Mr.  ! '! 
Palmes,  a tailor,  and  removed  with  her  hus-  | J 
band  to  Constantine,  Mich.  Ann  married  a i 
Mr.  Alvord,  and  also  went  to  Michigan,  living  j 
first  at  Detroit,  and  afterward  at  Trenton,  in  f 
that  State.  Sarah,  who  was  married  first  to  j 
a Mr.  Coon,  later  became  the  second  wife  of 
her  sister's  husband,  Mr.  Alvord.  She  is  de- 
ceased. ' 

The  parents  of  this  large  family,  while  in 
comparatively  comfortable  circumstances  foir  j 
the  times,  were  far  from  being  rich,  and,  with 
ten  growing  boys  and  girls  to  feed  and  clothe, 
they  found  it  necessary  to  set  their  sons  to 
work  early  in  life.  Young  Homer  enjoyed  such 
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advantages  as  were  afforded  by  the  district 
schools,  supplemented  by  a brief  attendance  at 
the  Litchfield  Academy.  He  was  an  apt  schol- 
ar, learning  quickly  and  retaining  his  knowl- 
edge. Indeed,  it  may  be  said  to  be  cause  for 
regret  that  with  a mind  so  preter-naturally 
bright,  and  a memory  so  strongly  retentive,  his 
intellectual  powers  could  not  have  received  a 
deeper,  broader,  higher  cultivation.  Yet,  de- 
spite the  handicap  of  imperfect  scholastic  train- 
ing at  the  outset  of  life,  he  achieved  a meed 
of  success  which  might  well  arouse  the  desire 
of  emulation  in  more  fortunate  youth,  whose 
j advantages  are  frittered  away  in  the  vain  pur- 
suit of  illusory  pleasures.  Mr.  Churchill  was 
inured  to  toil  from  boyhood,  first  working  as 
| a farmer’s  lad.  His  natural  bent,  however, 
j was  toward  mechanical  pursuits,  for  which 
i early  in  life  he  displayed  a rare  aptitude.  His 
school  davs  ended,  he  found  himself  face  to 
} face  with  the  great  perplexing  problem  of  life, 
with  all  its  struggles  and  responsibilities.  He 
determined  to  learn  the  trade  of  a machinist, 
and  first  found  employment  in  a carriage  fac- 
tory at  Plymouth  Hollow,  Conn.  Subse- 
quently he  worked  in  Birmingham,  Derby  and 
New  Haven,  going  from  the  city  last  named 
to  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he  was  also  employed 
at  his  trade. 

In  1846  Mr.  Churchill  was  married,  his 
bride  being  Miss  Julia  A.  Ives,  of  Walling- 
: ford,  Conn.,  a relative  of  the:  distinguished  Dr. 

Ives,  of  New  Haven.  Their  union  was  sol- 
emnized at  St.  Paul’s  Church,  New  Haven,  on 
October  13th,  of  that  year,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Cook. 
Mrs.  Churchill  was  born  at  Wallingford  Jan- 
uary 2,  1823,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Asenath 
(Buell)  Ives. 

Within  a short  time  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
j Churchill  went  to  Utica,  N.  Y.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  installing  and  operating  machinery  in 
a screw  factory,  and  remained  there  for  nearly 
two  years.  Thence  he  returned  to  New  Ha- 
I ven,  and  in  March,  T849,  came  to1  Middletown, 
to  superintend  some  special  work  in  the  Doug- 
las Pump  Factory.  His  reputation  as  a skill- 
ful and  scientific  mechanical  engineer  had 
by  this  time  become  well  established,  and 
his  services  were  in  constant  request.  Tic  re- 
mained with  the  Douglas  Company  some 
seven  years,  when,  in  connection  with  a part- 
ner, he  established  a factory  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  brass  locks,  on  Church  street.  The 


plant  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  Mr.  Churchill 
sustained  a very  serious  loss.  He  next  en- 
tered the  sewing  machine  works  of  C.  A.  New- 
ell, at  Middletown,  and  these,  too-,  were  soon 
afterward  burned  down.  Wilcox  Hall  & Co., 
thereupon  offered  him  the  superintendency  of 
their  factory,  which  he  accepted,  and  upon  the 
re-organization  of  the  firm'  in  1869,  under  the 
name  of  the  Wilcox  Crittenden  Company,  Mr. 
Churchill  became  a partner  with  W.  W.  Wil- 
cox, E.  B.  Chaffee  and  A.  R.  Crittenden.  This 
firm  rapidly  attained  position  among  the  lead- 
ing manufacturers  of  ship-chandlery  in  the 
Lhiited  States.  Mr.  Churchill's  connection 
with  that  concern  continued  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  death  occurred 
May  2,  1889,  after  an  illness  which  con- 
fined him  to'  the  house  for  only  a few  days. 
His  grave  is  in  Indian  Hill  cemetery.  Al- 
ways a Republican  in  politics,  he  regarded  it 
the  duty  o-f  a good  citizen  to  cast  a ballot,  but 
took  no'  active  interest  in  party  affairs.  He 
adhered  through  life  to  the  faith  which  he  had 
learned  at  his  mother's  knee,  and  died  in  the 
communion  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  falling 
asleep  in  the  happy  recollection  of  a life  well 
spent,  and  in  the  firm  hope  of  a glorious  im- 
mortality. 

The  narrative  of  such  lives  should  not  end 
with  the  mere  mention  of  their  termination 
by  physical  death.  Men  like  Mr.  Churchill 
leave  an  influence  which  survives  them,  just 
as  the  roseate  hues  of  a glowing  sunset  linger 
long  after  the  sun  had  gone  down.  Faith- 
fid  in  every  relation  of  life,  the  architect  of 
his  own  career,  lie  left  to  his  family  a hand- 
some competence,  bequeathing  to  them  at  the 
same  time  a legacy  of  far  greater  worth — a 
name  unsullied  and  a reputation  without  a 
blot.  Fie  was  a man  of  rare  amiability  of 
temper,  never  giving  way  to  anger,  and  bis 
widow  pays  to  his  memory  the  high  tribute  of 
saying,  that  never,  during  the  forty-three  years 
of  married  life,  did  sbe  hear  him  utter 
a profane  or  angry  word.  ITc  was  fond  of 
music  and  reading  alike,  and  his  tastes,  no  less 
than  the  habits  of  his  life,  were  thoroughly  do- 
mestic. In  boyhood  he  and  his  twin  brother 
were  frequently  employed  as  fifcrs  in  the  days 
of  “general  training,’’  and  he  never  lost  his 
inborn  appreciation  of  rhythmic  melody. 
Apart  from  his  wife  and  daughter,  books  were 
Mr.  Churchill’s  most  cherished  companions, 
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and  reading-  aloud  in  the  home  circle  was  his 
favorite  recreation  after  a day  of  hard  work 
and  absorbing  anxiety.  His  most  highly 
prized  authors  were  Dickens,  George  Eliot  and 
Scott,  perhaps  because  they  best  explored  the 
the  wide  field  of  human  sufferings  and  effort 
and  most  keenly  sympathized  with  the  trials 
temptations  and  sufferings  of  our  common  hu- 
manity, which  ever  awakened  a responsive 
chord  in  his  great,  generous,  human  heart. 

Mrs.  Churchill  is  yet  living,  at  her  pleas- 
ant home  on  Main  street.  With  her  is  the 
only  child  of  her  marriage.  Miss  Emma  A. 
Churchill,  who  was  born  in  Utica,  N.  Y.  Miss 
Churchill  is  a lady  of  rare  refinement  and  cul- 
tured tastes,  and  an  amateur  artist  of  no  in- 
considerable pretensions.  She  inherits  her  fa- 
ther's stern  moral  principle,  to  which  she  joins 
the  innate  amiability  of  both  parents.  Her  cir- 
cle of  acquaintances  is  large,  and  by  her  inti- 
mate friends  she  is  sincerely  beloved.  Both 
Mrs.  and  Miss  Churchill  are  eligible  for  mem- 
bership in  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution, but  neither  has  ever  made  application 
for  the  honor.  Their  lives  are  chiefly  passed 
in  Middletown,  with  the  exception  of  the  win- 
ter months,  which  they  spend  in  the  South. 

JAMES  NELSON  TIBBALS.  In  the 
northern  part  of  Middlesex  county,  for  nearly 
three  quarters  of  a century,  the  manufacture 
of  oakum  has  been  an  important  industry,  and 
for  the  same  length  of  time  the  name  of  Tib- 
bals  has  been  associated  therewith.  The  fam- 
ily is  of  Scotch  origin,  but  was  planted  in  New 
England  in  early  Colonial  days,  the  great- 
grandfather of  James  N.  Tibbals  having  been 
a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  grand- 
father and  father  were  both  life-long  residents 
of  Hacldam,  where  his  father,  Thaddeus  Tib- 
bals, was  born  February  26,  1788.  He  died 
May  3,  1854,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 
His  wife,  whom  he  wedded  November  12, 
1811,  was  Lydia  Bailey,  of  Higganum.  She 
was  born  November  5,  1792,  and  passed  from 
earth  after  rounding  out  her  three  score  years 
and  ten.  They  were  the  parents  of  a large 
family  : ( 1 ) May,  the  eldest,  now  deceased, 

was  born  August  26,  1812,  and  was  twice  mar- 
ried, her  first  husband  having  been  Henry  Uf- 
ford,  and  _ her  second,  Capt.  Heman  Crosby. 
(2)  Elizabeth  (also  deceased),  was  born  April 
1 1,  1814,  and  married  Dennis  Ufford,  a cabinet 


maker.  (3)  Henry  W.,  born  November  9, 
1815,  is  a retired  farmer,  of  Albia,  Monroe 
Co.,  Iowa.  (4)  Daniel  S.,  born  May  10,  1817^ 
for  many  years  resided  in  Middle  Haddam, 
but  now  lives  in  South  Framingham,  Mass. 

(5)  Russell  E.,  who  was  born  February  26, 
1819,  and  who  died  March  9,  1891,  was  a man- 
ufacturer of  oakum,  at  Middle  Haddam,  and 
was  twice  married;  his  first  wife  was  Lucy 
Barnes,  and  his  second  Caroline  Ackley,  who 
was  born  October  9,  1828.  His  first  marriage 
was  without  issue;  to  the  second  were  born 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  as  follows 
Eugene,  born  June  26,  1858,  died  aged  four 
and  one-half  years;  Charles  W.,  born  January 

19,  i860,  a telegraph  operator  ; Carrie  E.  (now 

Mrs.  Hiram  C.  Smith),  born  November  17, 
1861;  Addison  E.,  born  April  30,  1865;  and 
Lucy  L.,  born  January  9,  1867.  (6)  Lyman 

B.  Tibbals,  born  January  26,  1821,  is  a coffin 
maker  at  Cobalt,  Conn.  He  married  Jane  Rob- 
erts, a sister  of  Mrs.  James  N.  Tibbals.  (7) 
Lydia  M.  was  born  November  26,  1822,  and 
died  February  15,  1868.  (8)  James  N.  is  men-  i 
tioned  below.  (9)  Rufus  Dana,  born  August 

20,  1826,  was  twice  married,  (first)  to  Mrs. 
Harriet  Treat  (a  widow,  nee  Lewis),  and  j 
(second)  to  Adeline  Judson,  of  New  Haven. 
(10)  Charlotte  S.,  born  January  14,  1829,  is  | 
the  deceased  wife  of  Reuben  Jones,  of  Barn-  j 
stable,  Mass.  (11)  William  T.  was  born  June 

21  > i83°-  (I2)  George  E.,  born  March  29, 

1832,  died  in  boyhood,  October  16,  1856.  (13)  i 
Alvin  B.  was  born  October  20,  1833,  and  died 
hebruarv  28,  1855.  Off)  Charles  J.,  youngest 
of  the  family,  came  into  the  world  July  18, 
1835,  and  left  it  January  18,  1856.  Thaddeus 
1 ibbals  began  the  manufacture  of  oakum  in 
182S,  in  which  year  he  erected  shops  for  that 
purpose  at  Middle  Haddam,  althoug'h  it  is  pos- 
sible that  his  first  structure  was  erected  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  in  Maromas,  in  the 
town  of  Middletown.  He  was  succeeded  in  f 
the  business  by  his  sons,  the  last  of  these  to 
conduct  it  being  James  N.,  who  retired  in 
1899,  handing  down  the  business  to  a son- 
in-law  and  a nephew,  the  latter  a grandson  of 
Thaddeus. 

James  N.  Tibbals  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Middletown,  September  20,  1824.  When 
he  was  but  ten  years  old,  however,  the  family 
moved  across  the  river,  and  settled  in  the  town 
of  Chatham.  His  earliest  educational  train- 


ing  was  obtained  by  walking  two  miles  to  a 
district  school,  although  later  he  and  the  other 
children  received  instruction  at  home,  from  a 
Miss  Melinda  Hurlbut.  On  reaching  his  ma- 
jority he  was  taken  into  partnership  by  his 
father,  and  continued  to  conduct  the  business 
after  the  latter’s  death  until  1899,  when,  as  has 
been  already  said,  he  retired.  The  elder  Tib- 
bals  conveyed  to  the  son  four  hundred  dollars’ 
worth  of  real  property  when  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  in  order  that  the  latter 
might  possess  the  property  qualification  then 
prescribed  by  law  for  voters.  He  first  exer- 
cised the  right  of  suffrage  by  casting  his  ballot 
for  the  Whig  candidates,  and  since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Republican  party  has  been  one  of 
its  most  loyal  members.  Under  Mr.  Tibbals’ 
sound  business  management  the  oakum  manu- 
facture has  greatly  prospered.  Originally  not 
more  than  eight  or  ten  hands  were  employed, 
while  at  present  ( 1902),  during  the  busy  sea- 
son, as  many  as  twenty  find  employment,  and 
the  annual  output  exceeds  four  hundred  tons. 
The  raw  material  used  is  obtained  largely  from 
the  ropes  and  rigging  of  dismantled  vessels, 
although  much  of  it  is  imported,  a single  pur- 
chase not  infrequently  reaching  fifty  tons.  Mr. 
Tibbals’  entire  life  has  been  passed  in  Mid- 
dlesex county,  with  the  exception  of  a year 
spent  at  Roxbury,  Mass.,  where  he  engaged  in 
business,  but  was  forced  to  abandon  his  en- 
terprise because  of  a disastrous  fire.  As  a cit- 
izen he  is  broad  minded  and  public  spirited, 
enjoying  the  affectionate  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity. He  has  served  the  town  as  a select- 
man, and  has  also  held  various  minor  offices. 
He  is  a devout,  consistent  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  a liberal  contributor 
to  the  cause  of  religion.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  society  of  that  denomination 
between  Cobalt  and  Middle  Haddam,  among 
the  original  members  of  which  were  no  fewer 
than  twenty-six  of  the  Tibbals  family,  and  of 
which  he  was  a deacon  for  twelve  years. 

On  February  1,  1848,  James  N.  Tibbals 
was  married  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Houghton,  to 
Eleanor  Roberts.  To  their  union  two  daugh- 
ters were  born  : Ella,  who  married  Herbert 

Hayden  and  has  two  sons,  Percy  and  James; 
and  Emma,  the  wife  of  David  B.  Dickens,  of 
( hatham,  who  has  recently  secured  an  interest 
in  the  oakum  works  at  Middle  Haddam,  on  the 
retirement  of  his  father-in-law. 


Nathaniel  Bailey,  Mrs.  Tibbals’  maternal 
grandfather,  was  a man  of  no  little  prominence 
m East  Haddam  in  his  generation.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  mill  owner,  and  was  drowned  in 
his  own  mill  pond.  Pie  married  Rachel,  a 
daughter  of  Elkany  Sears,  by  whom  he  be- 
came the  father  of  one  son  and  three  daugh- 
ters : ( 1 ) Henry  was  twice  married,  having, 

after  the  death  of  his  wife,  Polly,  married  a 
member  of  the  Whittlesby  family ; (2)  Rhoda, 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  James  N.  Tibbals;  (3) 
Clarissa  became  the  wife  of  Wadsworth  Rich- 
mond; and  (4)  Harriet  married  Alfred  Wil- 
bur, of  Hampton,  Conn. 

The  family  of  Harry  Roberts  (Mrs.  Tib- 
bals' father)  was  prominent  in  the  days  of 
Colonial  history.  Both  his  grandfather  and 
father  (Ashbel  Roberts)  were  patriot  soldiers 
in  the  armies  under  Washington,  the  former 
carrying  a lieutenant’s  commission.  Ashbel 
Roberts  was  a hatter,  and  followed  his  trade 
at  East  Hampton.  He  married  Eleanor  Hills, 
the  issue  being  three  sons  and  a daughter.  The 
latter  was  named  Patty  and  was  the  young- 
est in  the  family ; she  was  famed  for  her 
beauty,  but  died  in  maidenhood.  Harry  was 
the  eldest  son;  Jonathan,  the  second  son,  mar- 
ried Ann  Miller,  of  East  Hartford;  and  Ja- 
son was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

Harry  Roberts  was  born  in  1783,  and  he 
died  in  1853.  By  trade  he  was  a saddler.  He 
worked  at  the  trade  in  East  Hartford  and 
Middle  Haddam,  and  subsequently  carried  on 
a prosperous  business  in  harness  making  at 
New  Marlborough,  Mass.  On  December  24. 
1815,  be  married  Rhoda  Bailey,  who  was  born 
May  21,  1793,  and  who  died  March  27.  1878. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  one 
of  whom  (a  son  born  May  6,  1823)  died  be- 
fore being  christened.  The  others  were  Henry 
Austin,  born  November  3,  1816,  never  mar- 
ried; Emeline  C.,  born  May  22,  1818.  died  in 
childhood ; Evelyn,  who  was  born  December  4, 
1820,  and  died  April  16,  1896,  married  Mary 
Fuller,  and  had  one  son,  Henry  E.  (who  was 
born  May  27,  1856,  and  died  July  25,  1874)  ; 
Jane  E.,  born  July  15,  1824,  is  the  widow  of 
Lyman  B.  Tibbals  (a  brother  of  James  N.), 
and  resides  at  Holdredge,  Neb.:  Eleanor 
Rachel  (Mrs.  James  N.  Tibbals)  was  born 
August  3,  1827;  and  Harriet  B.,  born  October 
12,  1840,  is  unmarried,  and  lives  fn  Middle 
I laddam. 
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SIMEON  H.  JENNINGS,  for  many 
years  one  of  the  most  prominent  residents  of 
Deep  River,  Middlesex  county,  interested  in 
and  intimately  associated  with  every  work  of 
local  improvement  and  town  benefit,  was  born 
in  Easton,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  May  7, 
1841,  and  died  in  Deep  River,  June  13,  1899, 
aged  fifty-eight  years.  He  was  a son  of 
Charles  and  Betsey  Jennings,  long-time  resi- 
dents of  Deep  River. 

Simeon  H.  Jennings  worked  at  farming 
and  attended  school  until  nineteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  entered  the  State  Normal  School 
at  New  Britain,  graduating  from  that  institu- 
tion in  1862.  In  1863  he  entered  and  gradu- 
ated from  the  Eastman  Commercial  College, 
at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  In  1864  and  1865  'ie 
was  principal  and  proprietor  of  a school  for 
boys  at  Easton,  Conn.,  which  he  conducted 
very  successfully,  and  in  1866  he  took  up  his 
residence  permanently  in  Deep  Rjver,  on  May 
1,  1867,  entering  the  employ  of  his  uncle,  the 
late  Russell  Jennings,  to  take  sole  charge  ol 
the  sales,  correspondence  and  financiail  mat- 
ters connected  with  the  manufacture  of  the 
celebrated  Jennings  bits  and  augers.  He  con- 
tinued to  discharge  the  duties  of'  this  position 
for  twenty-one  years,  until  the  death  of  Rus- 
sell Jennings,  in  1888,  after  which  was  formed 
The  Russell  Jennings  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, of  which  S.  H.  Jennings  was  president 
and  treasurer  for  eight  years,  until  1896,  hold- 
ing one-fourth  interest  in  the  concern.  In  the 
year  last  named  a change  was  made  in  the  offi- 
cers of  the  corporation,  but  Mr.  Jennings  con- 
tinued to  serve  as  a director  until  his  death. 
For  the  three  years  previous  he  had  engaged 
in  private  enterprises  to  a limited  extent,  pub- 
lishing and  putting  on  the  market  many  thous- 
and copies  of  “Jennings’  Combination  Dis- 
count Tables”  and  “Jennings’  Interest  Tables,” 
of  which  he  was  the  author,  for  the  use  of 
banks  and  financial  institutions  and  general 
business  houses.  He  was  an  expert  account- 
ant and  bookkeeper,  and  these  publications 
were  evolved  from  many  years'  experience  and 
practical  every-day  trial  and  use. 

Mr.  Jennings  was  ever  a busy  man,  and  a 
thorough  business  man,  and  it  was  largely 
through  his  untiring  devotion  to  business  that 
the  manufacture  of  the  Jennings’  bits  and  au- 
gers proved  so  successful  in  the  early  years, 
for  he  took  every  means  to>  introduce  them  to 


the  trade  throughout  the  United  States  and 
Europe.  In  town  affairs  he  was  quite  ac- 
tive, and  held  several  minor  offices,  and  in  the 
year  1889  represented  the  town  in  the  General 
Assembly  as  colleague  of  H.  O'.  Shader.  In 
matters  of  local  interest  Mr.  Jennings  was  al- 
ways energetic  and  was  ready  at  all  times  to 
give  liberally  of  his  large  means  to  help  along 
any  good  work.  He  contributed  $5,000  at 
one  time  to  the  town  hall  fund,  nearly  a quar- 
ter of  the  entire  cost  of  the  building,  besides 
smaller  sums  from  time  to  time.  Mr.  Jennings 
was  a friend  to  the  poor,  and  in  fact  to  all  who 
needed  his  friendship.  His  private  benefac- 
tions were  many,  and  were  given  with  the 
scriptural  injunction  in  view,  that  the  left  hand 
shall  not  know  what  the  right  hand  doeth. 

It  was  such  acts  that  made  him  beloved 
and  popular,  and  deservedly  so.  In  1854, 
when  only  thirteen  years  of  age,  he  joined  the 
Baptist  Church  in  Deep'  River  by  baptism,  and 
always  remained  a faithful  and  loyal  mem- 
ber, taking  a deep  interest  in  its  welfare  and 
contributing  liberally  toward  its  support.  He 
was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  and 
trustee  of  the  church,  and  choirmaster  at  dif-  1 
ferent  times. 

For  several  years,  up  to  within  a short 
time  before  bis  death,  Mr.  Jennings  was  a di-  ■ 
rector  of  the  Deep  River  National  Bank  and  a j 
large  stockholder  in  that  institution.  He 
was  the  owner  of  considerable  real  estate,  j 
including  the  Union  block  and  the  building  i 
occupied  by  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  New  Era.  j 
“Fairview,”  the  house  in  which  he  died,  was  j 
built  by  him  a few  years  before  his  decease,  at  j 
an  expense  of  many  thousands  of  dollars,  and 
is  probably  the  finest  country  residence  in  that 
part  of  the  State.  Mr.  Jennings  also'  owned  ; 
a cottage  at  Cottage  City,  Martha’s  Vineyard,  1 
and  spent  a part  of  each  summer  there  with  \ 
his  family.  Simeon  H.  Jennings  was  twice  j 
married.  His  first  wife  was  Harriet  E.  See-  ? 
ley,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  July,  1866. 
His  second  marriage,  on  October  26,  1869, 
was  to  Mary  Lewis,  who  was  born  July  14, 
1843,  daughter  of  Barton  and  Cynthia  Marie  1 
(Church)  Lewis,  of  New  Britain,  Conn.  To  i 
this  union  came  one  child,  Arthur  L.  Jen- 
nings, born  at  Deep  River,  Conn.,  September 
29,  1 875  • He  was  educated  in  the  District 
schools  of  his  native  town,  including  the  high  j 
school  at  Deep  River,  and  took  a.  year’s  course  , 
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in  Bulkeley  high  school,  New  London,  Conn., 
where  he  fitted  for  the  Massachusetts  Insti- 
tute of  Technology,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated as  a Mechanical  Engineer  with  the  class 
of  1897.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Pennsylvania  lines  west  of  Pittsburg,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  railroad  shops  at  Logansport, 
Ind.,  for  two  years,  being  thence  transferred 
by  the  company  to  their  general  offices  at  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio,  where  he  remained  one  year. 
Since  January  1,  1902,  he  has  been  connected 
with  the  engineering  department  of  the  B.  F. 
Sturtevant  Company,  and  he  resides  with  his 
mother,  in  Philadelphia,  Personally,  Simeon 
H.  Jennings  was  a man  kind  and  considerate 
in  his  home  relations,  and  just  and  upright  in 
his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men,  who  ever 
had  a warm  place  in  their  hearts  for  him. 

CAPT.  DANIEL  W.  SEARS  (deceased) 
was  a well  known  and  highly  respected  citizen 
of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  and  died 
in  Westfield  District  of  that  town,  where  he 
had  spent  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  and 
where- his  widow  now  resides.  He  descended 
from  a very  old  English  family  of  rank,  the 
genealogy  of  that  branch  which  settled  in 
America  being  herewith  given. 

Thomas  Sayre  (as  the  name  was  origin- 
ally spelled)  was  born  in  1590  in  Bedfordshire, 
England,  and  was  one  of  the  eight  “under- 
takers” (or  promoters,  as  the  word  is  now  un- 
derstood) who  came  from  England  to  America 
in  May  or  June,  1630.  He  and  his  son  were 
allotted  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Lynn,  Mass., 
but  he  later  located  at  Southampton,  L.  I.  The 
coat  of  arms  of  the  family  is  described  as  fol- 
lows: Gules,  and  a chevron  ermine  amid  three 
sea-gulls  argent.  The  dwelling  he  erected  at 
Southampton  in  1648  is  standing  to-day  and  is 
still  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants. 
Thomas  Sayre  died  in  1670,  the  father  of 
four  children,  viz. : Francis,  who  was  married- 
and  who  died  January  20,  1698;  Daniel,  of 
whom  further  mention  will  be  made  in  the 
paragraph  following;  Joseph,  who  died  in 
New  Jersey  in  1695  1 :in(l  Job1,  who  was  born  in 
1612,  was  twice  married,  and  died  April  9, 

1694. 

Daniel  Sayre,  son  of  Thomas,  located  at 
Bridgehampton,  L.  1.  He  was  first  married 
to  I lannah,  daughter  of  Christopher  Foster, 
and  subsequently  to  Sarah  Rohinson.  I le  died 


in  1707,  the  father  of  the  following  children: 
Daniel,  born  in  1666;  Samuel,  born  in  1668, 
who  died  in  1706;  Joseph,  born  in  1670; 
Ephraim,  born  in  1673;  Nathan,  born  in  1675; 
Hannah,  born  in  1677,  who  married  Josiah 
Topping:  David,  born  in  1680;  and  Nathan. 

Nathan  Sayre,  youngest  son  of  Daniel,  was 
a yeoman  of  Southampton,  and  made  his  first 
purchase  of  property  in  Middletown,  Conn., 
of  William  Bailey,  November  25,  1720,  in  the 
District  of  Maromas.  This  property  consisted 
of  a house  and  150  acres  of  land,  and  there 
he  made  his  home  soon  after  purchasing.  He 
married  Mary  Atwood,  and  it  was  this  branch 
of  the  family,  apparently,  which  changed  the 
spelling  of  the  patronymic  from  Sayre  to  Sears. 
Their  children,  ten  in  number,  were  named,  in 
order  of  birth,  as  follows:  Nathan;  Elisha; 

Matthew ; Mary,  who  married  William  Rob- 
erts, Jr.,  Daniel,  baptized  in  Middletown  Sep- 
tember 29,  1723;  Stephen,  February  29,  1724; 
John,  October  4,  1726;  Charles,  February  8, 
1729;  Hannah,  July  8,  1723;  and  Sarah,  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1734. 

Stephen  Sears,  the  sixth  of  the  above  men- 
tioned children,  was  married  July  10,  1766,  to 
Mary  Chapman,  of  East  Haddam,  Conn. 
They  resided  on  the  old  homestead,  which  ex- 
tended along  the  Connecticut  river  from 
Maromas  to  Higganum.  Their  children  were 
four  in  number,  viz. : Mary,  born  July  13, 

1767,  was  married  to  Elias  Hubbard  October 
7,  1788,  and  removed  to  Springfield,  Mass.: 
Stephen  is  mentioned  below  ; Dolly,  baptized 
June  6,  1773,  was  married  November  24.  1788, 
to  John  Wright;  Esther,  baptized  July  12. 
1776,  was  married  in  1794  to  Thomas  Spen- 
cer, of  Haddam,  and  removed  to  Suffield.  Con- 
necticut. 

Stephen  Sears,  the  second  child  of  the  above 
named  family,  was  born  December  11.  1768. 
and  married  Phebe  Knowles,  who  died  in 
March,  1807,  his  own  death  occurring  No- 
vember 16,  1807.  Their  children,  five  in 
number,  were  Dorothy,  who  was  married  to 
James  Smith  : James,  born  April  1,  1795  : Clar- 
issa, born  March  23,  1797.  who  was  married 
March  22,  1813.  to  Elias  Selden:  Elisha,  born 
January  26,  1801  : and  Stephen. 

Elisha  Scars,  born  January  2(>,  1801.  the 
father  of  Capt.  Daniel  W.  Sears,  was  reared  a 
farmer,  lie  was  also  a school  teacher,  and 
for  many  years  taught  in  the  Hubbard  and 
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South  Farms  Districts  of  Middletown,  but  the 
later  years  of  his  life  were  passed  in  agricub 
tural  pursuits.  On  November  28,  1822,  he 
married  Esther  Southmaycl  Hendley,  who  was 
born  August  4,  1802,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Esther  H.  Hendley,  and  to  this  union  came  ten 
children,  as  follows : Joseph  Badger  was  born 
August  16,  1823.  Ann  Eliza,  born  October  7, 
1825,  married  Ebenezer  Arnold,  a resident  of 
New  Haven,  Conn.  Capt.  Daniel  W.  is  men- 
tioned below.  Harriet  Esther,  born  April  15, 
1830,  married  John  Townsend,  and  resided  in 
New  Haven.  William  Hendley,  born  April 
12,  1833,  married  Marie  Evarts,  and  also  lived 
in  New  Haven.  Henry  Hendley,  born  July 
29,  1835,  removed  to  Galveston,  Texas,  where 
he  was  employed  by  his  maternal  uncles. 
Stephen  Edgar,  born  October  29,  1838,  died 
November  7,  1844.  Jane  Delaney,  born  Jan- 
uary 12,  1842,  married  H.  H.  Boardman. 
Ellen  Maria,  born  March  15,  1844,  was  mar- 
ried September  13,  1866,  to  George  S.  Lewis, 
Jr.,  of  Springfield,  Mass.  Mary  Hendley, 
born  September  5,  1846,  married  Edwin  F. 
Hubbard.  Elisha  Sears  died  in  South  Farms 
April  9.  1877,  and  his  wife  September  21, 
1887.  " 

Capt.  Daniel  W.  Sears  was  born  August 
22,  1827,  at  Crossway  Hill,  in  the  South 
Farms  District.  Middletown,  where  his  boy- 
hood days  were  spent.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
then  shipped  on  a schooner  owned  by  his  un- 
cle, Joseph  J.  Hendley,  an  extensive  vessel 
owner  and  shipper  at  Galveston,  Texas.  Mr. 
Sears  was  in  the  coasting  trade  between  Gal- 
veston and  New(  England,  and  intermediate 
ports,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  was 
made  a captain.  In  this  line  he  continued  twlelve 
years,  meanwhile  marrying  in  Middletown, 
but  he  went  to  Galveston  to  reside  and  was 
joined  there  one  year  later  by  his  wife.  About 
1858  he  abandoned  the  sea,  but  was  retained 
in  the  service  of  Mr.  Hendley  as  overseer  of 
the  stevedore  work,  in  which  capacity  he  was 
employed  until  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke 
out,  when  he  and  his  wife  embarked  for  the 
North  on  the  last  vessel  to  leave  Galveston 
without  fear  of  molestation  by  Confederate 
privateers. 

On  reaching  Middletown,  Capt.  Sears  pur- 
chased a farm  in  West  Cromwell,  which  he 
occupied  and  cultivated  about  three  years,  at 


the  end  of  that  time  disposing  of  it  and  lo- 
cating in  Westfield,  on  a tract  of  land  known 
as  the  “Benjamin  Bacon  farm.”  0;n  this  place 
he  erected  a handsome  dwelling  and  all  nec- 
essary outbuildings,  and  successfully  carried 
on  farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
June  2,  1887,  after  suffering  a year  and  a half 
from  cancer  in  the  mouth ; his  remains  were 
interred  in  the  Farm  Hill  cemetery.  The  Cap- 
tain was  a Democrat,  and  had  served  two  terms 
on  the  board  of  selectmen.  He  was  a man  of 
sound  judgment,  had  a host  of  friends,  and 
was  respected  and  honored  by  all.  He  was  not 
a member  of  any  secret  order. 

The  marriage  of  Capt.  Sears  took  place 
August  13,  1851,  to  Miss  Charlotte  P.  Brooks, 
a native  of  the  Hubbard  District,  Middletown, 
born  October  23,  1828.  To'  this  marriage 
came  two  children,  of  whom  Charlotte  P.,  born 
May  5,  1854,  died  June  15th  of  the  same  year; 
Charles  E.,  born  October  10,  1862,  is  still  re- 
siding with  his  mother. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  P.  f Brooks)  Sears  is  a 
daughter  of  Talcott  S.  Brooks,  who  was  a son 
of  David  Brooks.  David  Brooks  was  bgrni  in 
February,  1758,  in  the  Hubbard  District  of 
Middletown,  was  a farmer,  and  also  a black- 
smith. The  smith  work  he  carried  on  in  a 
shop  near  his  residence,  on  rainy  days.  David 
Brooks  married  Lucretia  Sears,  who  was  born 
M'ay  17,  1763,  and  died  June  31,  1846,  the 
mother  of  the  following  named  children : 
Roslinda,  born  July  23,  1784,  was  married  to 
Cyrus  Strong,  and  died  May  11,  1863,  in 

Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Permelia,  born  February 
29,  1788,  was  married  to  Matthew  Crowell, 
of  Long  Hill,  and  died -February  4,  1869  ; Da- 
vid, Jr.,  born  August  7,  1792,  died  June  1, 
1819;  Anna,  born  May  14,  1795,  married  Eli- 
zur  Tryon,  and  died  October  5,  1863;  Mat- 
thew, born  June  xi,  1798,  died  September  17, 
1800;  Talcott  S.  was  born  April  15,  1801; 
Wickham  P.,  who  was  born  June  10,  1803, 
married  Eunice  Lawrence,  followed  farming 
in  the  Hubbard  District,  and  died  in  1867. 
The  father  of  this  family  died  May  1 8 , 1845. 

Talcott  S.  Brooks,  father  of  Mrs.  Daniel 
W.  Sears,  was  reared  to'  farming  as  well  as  to 
blacksmithing  on  the  home  place,  on  which  he 
lived  until  his  marriage,  when  he  settled  down 
on  the  place  where  his  son,  Chauncey  Brooks, 
now  lives.  He  was  a hard-working  and  suc- 
cessful man,  and,  as  his  father  had  done,  he 
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cultivated  his  fields  in  fair  weather  and  did 
blacksmith  work  on  rainy  days.  He  married 
1 Miss  Lucy  Prior,  who  was  born  March  24, 
1802,  in  the  Bow  Lane  District  of  Middletown, 
daughter  of  William  Prior,  ai  farmer.  Tal- 
cott  S.  Brooks  was  called  away  February  25, 
1868,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  Farm 
Hill  cemetery ; his  widow  survived  until  May 
20,  1883,  when  she  expired  of  pneumonia  at 
I the  home  of  Chauncey1  Brooks,  in  the  Hub- 
bard District.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Talcott  S. 
Brooks  were  devout  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  The  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brooks  were  seven  in  number,  viz. : 
Charlotte!  P.  is  the  widow  of  Capt.  Sears. 
Talcott  S.,  Jr.,  born  December  21,  1831,  died 
in  1833.  Lucy  A.,  born  April  21,  1833,  is  the 
widow  of  Thomas  Woodruff,  and  resides  in 
South  Farms.  Charles  S.,  born  February  2, 
1834,  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Fourteenth  Con- 
necticut Volunteer  Infantry,  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  and  was  wounded 
by  a shell  at  Antietam,  dying  of  the  effects  of 
his  injury  at  Bristol  Station,  Va.,  October  14, 
1863;  his  remains  were  buried  on  the  battle- 
field. Daniel  T.,  born  October  31,  1835,  mar- 
ried Almira  Dixon,  was  a mechanic  and  farm- 
er, and  is  now  deceased.  Delia  S.,  born  May 
4,  1838,  is  married  to  James  Bailey,  and  is 
living  in  the  Maromas  District  of  Middletown. 
Chauncey  W.,  born  March  7,  1843,  married 
Eilen  Coe,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Jean- 
ette (Harris)  Coe,  and  they  have  had  three 
children — Charlotte  P.  (who  died  in  infancy), 
Lottie  P.  and  Ira  J.  Chauncey  W.  Brooks  is 
a farmer  in  the  Hubbard  District  of  Middle- 
town,  residing  on  the  old  home  farm  mentioned 
above,  and  is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
gentlemen  of  the  locality. 

HENRY  CORNWELL,  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  citizens  of  Middletown,  Mid- 
dlesex county,  residing  on  Church  street,  has 
retired  from  active  business  life.  His  family 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  State,  and  Henry 
Cornwell  takes  a justifiable  pride  in  his  long 
line  of  ancestors,  whose  deeds  are  recorded  on 
the  pages  of  history,  and  to  whose  efforts,  as 
private  citizens,  are  due  much  of  the  present 
prosperity  and  highly  developed  civilization  of 
this  portion  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Cornwell  was  born  in  the  parish  of 
Westfield,  town  of  Middletown,  August  26, 
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1825,  son  of  David  and  Prudence  (Johnson) 
Cornwell.  The  founder  of  the  family  in  this 
country,  William  Cornwell,  settled  at  Rox- 
bury,  Mass.,  about  1634,  and  he  and  his  first 
wife.  Joan,  were  members  of  the  Rev.  John 
Elliott’s  Church  in  1635.  In  1636  he  went 
with  the  “great  removal’’  to  Connecticut,  and 
in  1637  was  one  of  thirty-seven  soldiers  from 
Hartford  in  the  expedition  against  the  Pequot 
Indians.  This  good  man  lived  in  Hartford 
until  1651  ; was  a member  of  the  church  there, 
and  probably  all  his  children  by  his  second 
wife,  Mary,  were  born  there.  In  1651  Will- 
iam Cornwell  removed  to  Middletown,  being 
among  the  first  settlers  there,  and  residing  near 
the  present  corner  of  Washington  and  Main 
streets,  in  Middletown,  In  1664  he  served  as 
constable.  Two  years  later  he  received  a grant 
of  land  in  East  Hartford  for  his  services  in  the 
Pequot  war.  In  1654,  1657,  1664  and  1665 
William  Cornwell  was  a representative  to  the 
Colonial  Legislature,  or  General  Court,  and  he 
died  February  21,  1678,  his  wife  surviving 
him. 

The  great-grandfather  of  Henry  Cornwell 
was  Rev.  Warren  Cornwell,  and  his  son,  Na- 
thaniel Cornwell,  was  a prominent  citizen  and 
farmer  of  Newfield.  His  holdings  were  very 
large,  extending  to  Westfield  and  he  gave  each 
of  his  children  a farm  as  they  attained  ma- 
turity. He  married  a lady  named  Mildrum, 
and  they  had  a large  family : Daniel  went  to 

Charlestown,  N.  H. ; Jabez,  who  was  a farmer 
on  the  old  homestead,  and  also  owned  land 
with  his  brother  David,  died  in  1826;  Timothy, 
deceased,  lived  in  Newfield;  Elihu  was  a 
farmer,  and  lived  in  Westfield ; Chauncey  went 
West;  Mary  married  a Mr.  Hall  and  removed 
to  North  Carolina;  David  was  the  father  of 
our  subject.  All  were  well  and  favorably 
known  in  the  several  communities  in  which 
they  resided. 

David  Cornwell  was  a farmer,  locating 
upon  the  farm  where  he  passed  away  after  his 
marriage.  His  death,  which  occurred  when 
his  son  Henry  was  hut  a child,  was  caused  by 
what  was  then  called  lung  fever,  and  after  his 
demise  his  widow  continued  to  reside  upon  the 
farm  until  1832.  She  then  made  her  home 
with  her  son  Henry,  at  that  time  a resident  of 
Westfield,  continuing  with  him  until  her  death, 
in  1863,  when  she  was  seventy-five  vears  old. 
To  David  and  Prudence  Cornwell  were  born: 
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(i)  Mary  Ann  (deceased)  married  Ferdinand 
Dickmson,  of  East  Berlin,  Conn.,  and  had  four 
children — Linus,  Ferdinand  and  Wallace  Ft., 
ail  ot  Hartford  ; and  Isabella,  Mrs.  Carl  Dud- 
ley, of  East  Berlin.  (2)  Linus,  born  January 
30,  1820,  is  residing  at  Kensington,  Conn.;  he 
married  Sarah  E.  Platt,  of  Milford,  Conn., 
and  they  have  had  seven  children — Ida,  born 
November  11,  1853,  a widow,  lives  in  Ken- 
sington; William,  born  July  3,  1855,  died  *n 
California,  unmarried;  Edwin,  born  Novem- 
ber 15,  1859,  resides  at  New!  Britain,  Conn., 
unmarried;  Lillie,  born  July  30,  i860,  is 
married  and  a resident  of  Kensington, 
Conn.;  Linus,  Jr.,  born  December  12,  1864, 
resides  in  Kensington,  Conn. ; Lottie  E., 
born  January  30,  1S67,  is  unmarried;  Flor- 
ence, born  December  1,  1868,  died  in  infancy. 
Linus  Cornwell  has  been  a farmer  for  forty 
years,  although  he  was  a carpenter  in  his 
younger  days.  (3)  Henry  was  the  youngest 
in  the  family. 

During  his  childhood  Henry  Cornwell  at- 
tended the  district  school  of  Westfield,  and 
among  his  teachers  were  Pardon  K.  Fay, 
Chester  Sage,  William  Hall  and  Margaret 
Fuller.  Until  he  was  sixteen  he  worked  upon 
the  farm.  About  that  time  an  Englishman, 
John  Smith,  located  in  Westfield,  and,  being 
pleased  with  the  quiet,  industrious  character 
of  the  boy,  made  arrangements  to  have  him 
become  an  apprentice  to  the  trade  of  japanning, 
in  which  work  Mr.  Smith  was  an  expert. 
Henry  Cornwell  made  his  home  with  Mr. 
Smith  for  some  months  until  he  thoroughly 
learned  the  business,  when  he  went  to  New 
York — by  carriage  as  far  as  Meriden:  thence 
by  rail  to  New  Haven,  where  he  took  the 
steamer  “New  York’’  to  his  destination.  Ar- 
riving in  that  city,  which  presented  many  novel 
sights  to  the  country-bred  boy,  he  went  to 
James  O.  Smith,  a son  of  John  Smith,  and 
worked  with  him  at  japanning.  In  March, 
1844,  Henry  returned  to  Westfield,  taking  the 
steamer  “Kosciusko”  to  New  Haven,  and  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  J.  O.  Smith  & Sons 
Company,  of  Westfield,  working  at  his  trade. 
Remaining  with  this  concern  until  May,  1868, 
Mr.  Cornwell  then  removed  to  Middletown, 
entering  the  emplo'y  of  the  Victor  Sewing  Ma- 
chine Company,  and  worked  as  a contractor, 
at  his  trade,  until  1883,  when  the  company 
went  out  of  business.  Later  he  built  a factory 


of  his  own,  on  Hotchkiss  avenue,  manufactur- 
ing stationers’  hardware  with  marked  success, 
until  he  disposed  of  his  interest,  after  which 
lie  did  contract  work  in  japanning  for  the 
Schuyler  Electric  Company.  He  retired  in 
1893. 

On  October  3,  1853,  Henry  Cornwell  mar- 
ried Miss  Charlotte  M.  Dewey,  who  was  born 
February  10,  1827,  in  Middletown,  daughter 
of  W.  Pitt  and  Sophrona  (Kibbe)  Dewey. 
The  father  was  a carpenter  in  Middletown. 
Mrs.  Cornwell  was  the  eldest  in  a family  of 
six  children,  four  now  surviving.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cornwell  have  resided  at  their  present 
comfortable  home  since  1868,  and  have  made 
many  improvements  upon  it  since  taking  pos- 
session. From  the  time  he  cast  his  first  vote 
Mr.' Cornwell  has  upheld  the  principles  advo- 
cated by  the  Republican  party,  but  does  not 
aspire  to  office.  During  his  residence  in  West- 
field.  however,  he  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cornwell  are  consistent 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church 
(South),  and  are  most  highly  esteemed 
throughout  Middletown,  where  they  have  lived 
the  lives  of  good,  kind,  unassuming,  Christian 
people,  for  so  many  years. 

GEORGE  WHITEFIELD  STEVENS,  j 
One  of  the  most  highly  respected  and  useful  , 
citizens  of  Cromwell,  Middlesex  county,  is  j 
Deacon  George  W.  Stevens,  who>  has  been  I 
foreman  in  the  foundry  of  the  J.  & E.  Stevens  1 
Company,  of  that  town,  since  the  month  of  j 
April,  1853.  Mr.  Stevens  descends  from  one  j 
of  three  brothers  who  came  to  this  country  at  j 
a very  early  day.  The  line  between  the  first  ! 
Stevens  and  Deacon  Stevens  is  clear  back  only  | 
to  his  great-grandfather,  between  whom  and  j 
the  original  ancestor  it  is  somewhat  uncertain,  i 

Nehemiah  Stevens,  the  great-grandfather  ; 
of  Deacon  Stevens,  was  a soldier  in  the  war  ; 
of  the  Revolution.  He  reared  a family  of  j 
seven  children:  Amaziah,  Ichabod,  Elijah, 

(the  grandfather  of  Deacon  Stevens),  James,  1 
Elizabeth  (who  married  a Wilcox),  Abigail 
(who  married  a Dudley),  and  Sarah,  or  Sally  j 
(who  married  a Wilcox). 

Elijah  Stevens,  the  grandfather  of  Deacon 
Stevens,  was  born  in  Killingworth,  Conn.,  and 
became  a shoemaker  and  a tanner  in  his  adult 
years.  The  latter  part  of  his  life  was  spent  j 
at  Rocky  Hill,  Hartford  county,  where  he  fol-  j 
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1 lowed  his  trade,  and  where  he  died  in  the 
home  of  his  son,  Nehemiah,  at  the  venerable 
age  of  ninety-nine  years.  By  his  wife  Flor- 
inda, he  had  the  following  children:  Nehe- 

miah, Elihu,  David,  William,  Elijah,  Alexan- 
der, Jane,  Chloe,  Florinda,  and  Maria. 

Elihu  Stevens,  the  father  of  the  Deacon, 
was  born  January  22,  1801,  in  Killingworth, 
and  moved  to  Rocky  Hill  with  his  parents  when 
he  was  quite  young.  His  early  life  was  spent 
in  that  community  and  as  he  grew  up  he  ex- 
hibited a mechanical  ingenuity  that  attracted 
attention.  In  mature  life  he  was  a carpenter, 
stone  cutter,  and  builder,  and  in  his  later  years 
I engaged  in  well-digging,  working  out  from 
Middletown,  to  which  point  he  removed  to 
take  a position  as  foreman  of  a comb  factory 
in  that  city.  After  leaving  the  factory,  where 
he  was  engaged  for  ten  years,  he  dug  wells, 
cut  stone,  and  had  a shop  in  the  district  of 
■ of  Middletown,  which  was  then  called  Zoar, 
where  he  built  heavy  ox-cart  wagons,  and  did 
general  repairing.  Fie  was  a very  active  and 
energetic  man  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
suddenly  on  June  19,  1884,  and  be  was  bur- 
ied in  Pine  Grove  Cemetery  in  Middletown. 
Though  club-footed,  he  was  remarkably  active, 
and  was  always  a hard-working  and  energetic 
man. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  married  to-  Julia  Hall, 
born  November  17,  1803,  a native  of  Middle- 
town,  and  a daughter  of  Calvin  Hall,  who  was 
a farmer.  Their  children  were : Emeline,  born 
April  12,  1829,  married  Washington  Sudley, 
and  is  yet  living;  Charles,  born  April  11,  1831, 
died  April  29,  1881,  without  having  ever  mar- 
ried; 'George  W.,  born  September  7,  1833; 
Amos,  born  July  16,  1836,  died  September  16, 
1849;  J n 1 i a , born  July  17,  1838,  married 
George  Woodworth,  and  still  survives;  Susan 
M.,  born  May  28,  1840,  is  living  unmarried  in 
Cromwell;  Samuel  C.,  born  December  22, 
1842,  married  Maria  Hall,  and  is  now  living  in 
Middletown;  Lucy,  born  July  3,  1845,  died 
March  20,  1847;  William  FI.,  born  December 
6,  1847,  married  Jennie  Ronald. 

George  Whitefield  Stevens  was  born  Sep- 
tember 7,  1833,  m the  Long  Dill  district  of 
Middletown,  where  he  had  the  advantage  of 
the  public  schools  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  left  school  and  worked  for  his 
father  a short  time  in  his  repair  shop.  In 
1850  the  young  man  came  to-  Cromwell  and  en- 


tered upon  a three-years’  apprenticeship  at  the 
molders  trade  in  the  factory  of  J.  & E.  Stev- 
ens, being  under  the  special  instruction  of  Will- 
iam Keighley,  at  that  time  the  head  molder  of 
the  establishment.  His  wages  were  pitched  on 
a most  modest  scale  while  engaged  in  learn- 
ing this  trade.  The  first  year  he  had  fourteen 
dollars  a month;  the  second,  seventeen  dol- 
lars, and  the  third  year,  twenty  dollars,  and  out 
of  this  he  had  to  board  and  clothe  himself. 
Only  the  most  rigid  economy  and  the  utmost 
self-denial  could  have  carried  him  through. 
Three  months  before  the  expiration  of  his  ap- 
prenticeship, Mr.  Keighley  sold  his  interest  in 
the  company  and  left  the  factor)7.  On  his  rec- 
ommendation and  at  his  suggestion  Mr.  Stev- 
ens was  chosen  foreman  of  the  molding  de- 
partment, a flattering  promotion,  and  largely 
owing  toi  the  unstinted  praise  bestowed  on  him 
by  Mr.  Keighley,  who  said  of  him,  “That  boy 
can  do  anything  I can  do."  When  Mr.  Stev- 
ens began  with  the  firm  it  was  known)  as  J.  & 
E.  Stevens  & Company.  Now  it  is  the  J.  & 
E.  Stevens  Company,  and  Deacon  Stevens  is 
the  only  man  now  left,  who-  was  connected,  with 
the  establishment  at  that  time.  Since  Janu- 
ary, 1853,  Deacon  Stevens  has  been  in  charge 
as  foreman  of  the  molding  department  of  the 
establishment.  There  are  twenty-eight  men 
under  his  direction,  and  he  has  repeatedly  op- 
erated as  many  as  forty.  The  factory  is  one 
of  the  most  important  in  Cromwell,  both  in  the 
number  of  men  it  carries  on  its  pay-rolls,  and 
in  the  size  and  value  of  its  yearly  out-put. 
Mr.  Stevens  rarely  misses  a day  at  his  work, 
and  long  ago-  became  one  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  factory. 

On  October  17,  1855,  Mr.  Stevens  was 
married  to  Jane  A.  Post,  a daughter  of  Jared 
and  Mary  (Clark)  (Post,  all  of  Cromwell, 
where  Jared  Post  was  in  his  active  life  a ship- 
builder. To  this  union  there  was  born  only  one 
child,  ITelen  A.,  who  is  now  living  at  home. 
Deacon  Stevens  is  a Republican  and  has  served 
as  a selectman,  two  terms,  declining  re-election. 
Since  his  early  youth  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  since  1855  has  been 
a deacon  and  one  of  the  principal  supporters 
of  the  Cromwell  Baptist  Church,  where  his 
wife  is  also  a conspicuous  worker.  In  the 
Sunday-school  Mr.  Stevens,  his  wife  and 
daughter  have  all  been  earnest  workers.  Mrs. 
Stevens  has  had  charge  of  the  primary  de- 
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partment  of  the  school  and  is  very  successful  in 
her  work  among  the  children,  and  Miss  Helen 
is  also  a teacher.  Deacon  Stevens  is  a hale  and 
well-preserved  old  man,  has  a powerful  frame, 
and  is  still  active  and  industrious.  A pleas- 
ant and  hospitable  gentleman,  his  home  is  lo- 
cated on  “The  Plains,”  and  it  is  the  center  of 
very  charming  associations. 

CAPT.  GEORGE  C.  SPENCER,  now  liv- 
ing retired  at  Westbrook,  Middlesex  county, 
:is  a descendant  of  an  old  New  England  family. 
His  American  ancestors  can  be  traced  back 
probably  to  16.10,  to  Jared  Spencer,  who  set- 
tled at  New  Town,  now  Cambridge,  Mass. 
The  name  Spencer  is  derived  from  the  Latin 
noun  dispensator.  or  steward,  the  original 
holder  of  the  name  in  England  being  Robert, 
Dispensator,  who  was  attached  to  the  house- 
hold of  William  the  Conqueror.  The  marriage 
of  Michael  Spencer,  on  January  25,  1555,  is 
recorded  in  the  parish  of  Ed  worth,  in  Bedford- 
shire, England,  and  his  son  Gerard  became  the 
father  of  four  sons,  William,  Thomas,  Michael 
and.  Gerard  (or  Jared)  Spencer,  all  of  whom 
emigrated  to  America.  The  ancestor  who  set- 
tled at  Cambridge  later  moved  to  Hartford 
and  then  to  Haddam,  Conn.,  about  1662,  and 
was  made  a freeman  in  1672.  The  death  of 
this  worthy  man  took  place  in  1685.  From  him 
the  line  of  ancestry  is  through  William,  Isaac, 
Israel,  Jared  (Wilson  and  Amasa. 

Jared  Wilson  Spencer,  grandfather  of 
George  C.,  was  born  February  24,  1760,  in 
Lyme,  Conn.,  where  he  became  an  extensive 
farmer.  He  left  his  plow  in  the  furrow  to 
join  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  his  widow 
drew  a pension  for  many  years  before  her 
death.  Jared  W.  Spencer  married  Margaret 
Wiggins,  who  was  born  September  5,  1763, 
in  Southold,  Suffolk  Co.,  L.  I.,  daughter  of 
John  L.  and  Mary  Wiggins,  and  died  in  1842. 
The  children  of  this  marriage  were  Jared; 
John,  a merchant  in  New  York;  Sylvester,  a 
broker  in  New  York,  who  married  Sarah 
Clark ; Mary  Ann,  who  married  Pardon  Post, 
■of  Westbrook,  later  of  New  York,  where  they 
kept  a boarding  house  on  upper  James  street; 
Joseph,  who  married  a Miss  Bushnell,  and, 
lived  and  died  in  'Philadelphia ; Oliver,  a 
farmer  in  the  State  of  New  York;  and  Amasa, 
the  father  of  George  C. 

Amasa  Spencer  was  born  August  5,  1801, 


in  Pladlyme,  Conn.  While  quite  young  he 
was  bound  out  tO'  a farmer,  remaining  with 
him  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  at  which 
time  the  verv  laudable  ambition  of  earning; 
more  money  than  the  wages  he  was  receiving 
entered  his  mind.  The  man  to  whom  his  papers 
had  been  given  was  not  of  the  same  mind, 
therefore  Amasa  ran  away  and  came  to  West- 
brook, where  his  mother  and  brothers  were 
then  living.  An  opening  seemed  to  come  im- 
mediately, as  he  was  given  employment  with 
his  brothers  and  Pardon  Post,  engaged  in  the 
building  of  small  craft,  and  later  he  began  to 
take  trips  on  the  water,  until  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  was  considered  mature  enough  t,o 
have  charge  of  a vessel  of  some  fifty  tons; 
this  vessel  was  probably  the  “Spencer,”  built 
at  the  first  dwelling  house  that  stands  north 
of  the  present  location  of  the  postoffice.  This 
boat  ran  between  New  York  and  points  on  the 
Connecticut  river  as  far  as  Hartford,  carry- 
ing freight  and  passengers.  All  his  life  Cap-  1 
tain  Spencer  followed  the  water,  commanding 
many  vessels,  his  last  one  being  the  “Iola,” 
and  he  was  interested  in  several  small  vessels,  j 
The  "Iola”  went  as  far  South  as  the  Carolinas, 
but  most  of  his  trips  were  on  Northern  waters,  f 
His  retirement  from  active  life  was  in  about 
1865,  and  he  resided  in  Westbrook  until  his  , 
death,  August  3,  1869.  He  married  Lucy  i 
Spencer,  who  was  born  January  17,  1804,  ,j 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sabra  (Dee)  Spen- 
cer, and  the  children  of  this  union  were  : Mar-  1 
garet,  who  married  Jared  Ivirtland,  of  Meri- 
den, Conn.;  George  C.,  our  subject;  Nelson, 
who  married  Addle  Horne,  of  Philadelphia 
(he  was  a captain  in  the  United  States  revenue 
service  for  many  years,  and  during  the  Civil 
war  was  an  officer  ) ; and  Evelina  A.,  who 
married  Sarah  Dibble. 

George  C.  Spencer  was  born  July  28,  1828, 
in  Westbrook,  and  had  but  few  educational 
advantages.  When  but  ten  years  of  age,  on  [ 
February  1,  1839.  lie  entered  upon  a seafaring 
life,  shipping  before  the  mast  on  the  schooner 
“Texter,”  a vessel  of  one  hundred  tons,  of 
which  his  father  was  captain,  serving  under 
him  for  four  years,  in  the  coasting  trade.  In  ; 
1842  he  went  to  sea  in  the  barque  “Ann 
Welch,”  going  to  Europe,  remaining  on  her  ; 
twenty  months,  and  after  his  return,  in  1846,  he 
attended  a winter’s  school  in  Westbrook.  In  j 
1847  he  shipped  on  the  “Argo,”  a vessel  of  j 
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about  eighty  tons,  built  by  his  father  and  him- 
self (he  owning  one-eighth  interest  in  the  ves- 
sel), acting  as  mate.  In  the  spring  of  1852, 
he  went  to  the  northern  part  of  Lake  Michigan, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years,  trading  with 
the  Indians,  and  later,  in  the  fall,  acted  as 
second  mate  on  a Lake  Erie  steamboat. 

The  spring  of  1854  opened  dull  in  the 
coasting  trade,  and  Capt.  Spencer  went  to 
New  York  to  take  a position  on  the  Hudson 
River  Railroad.  In  July  he  went  to  Buffalo, 
with,  the  intention  of  returning  to  steamboating 
on  the  lakes,  but  the  cholera  at  that  time  was 
raging  around  Chicago  and  on  the  lakes,  so 
it  seemed  dangerous  to  remain  and  Capt. 
Spencer  went  back  to  New  York  and  went 
to  sea  as  third  mate  on  the  ship  “E.  C.  Scran- 
ton,” of  1, 60c  tons,  running  between  New 
York  and  Liverpool,  in  the  employ  of  Evarts 
& Brown.  He  made  two  voyages,  and  while 
in  the  port  of  Liverpool  was  made  mate  of 
another  ship  of  the  same  line,  the  “Silas  Green- 
man.”  On  October  1,  1855,  this  vessel  was 
sent  to  Antwerp,  Belgium,  and  was  disabled 
on  a shoal  in  the  Nbrth  Sea.  Capt.  Spencer 
stayed  in  Antwerp  all  that  winter,  remaining 
on  the  ship,  which  was  in  dock,  where  it  was 
frozen  in  later.  The  boat  got  away  in  the 
spring  and  continued  to  sail  between  New 
Orleans  and  Liverpool,  carrying  over  cotton 
and  bringing  back  salt,  iron,  etc.  The  ship  being 
sold,  the  Captain  then  returned  to  Westbrook. 
Unfortunately  he  caught  the  smallpox  and  for 
a year  was  not  able  to  engage  in  work  of  any 
kind.  When  about  recovered  from  this  ill- 
ness, Capt.  Spencer  received  an  offer  from  the 
firm  of  Wood  & Son,  of  New  York,  to  go 
to  Sombrero  Island,  in  the  West  Indies,  as 
their  agent  and  look  after  their  interests,  and 
to  superintend  the  phosphate  mining,  which 
work  was  performed  by  the  natives.  Until 
July  4,  1859,  he  remained  there  and  then  re- 
turned to  New  York,  leaving  the  employ  of 
Wood  & Co.  On  July  24th  of  the  same  year 
(he  natives  of  the  island  mutinied  and  killed 
Capt.  Spencer's  successor. 

The  Captain  next  entered  the  employ  of 
I h B.  Cromwell  & Co.,  of  New  York,  who 
operated  a fleet  of  vessels  along  the  coast  be- 
tween New  York  and  Savannah,  and  was  as- 
signed mate  of  the  vessel  “Montgomery, " of 
1,000  tons,  being  engaged  as  such  at  the  break- 
ing' out  of  the  Civil  war.  I le  was  in  Sav  an- 


nah when  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  on  and  was 
discreet  enough  to  keep  his  patriotic  sentiments 
entirely  to  him, self.  The  government,  at  a 
large  expense,  chartered  some  of  the  coast- 
ing vessels,  among  which  was  the  “Montgom- 
ery,” and  six  weeks  later  oun  subject  was  in 
Brooklyn  navy  yard  when  this  vessel  and  the 
services  of  the  crew  were  contracted  for  by  the 
government  for  revenue  service.  Capt.  Spen- 
cer was  made  pilot  and  sailing  master  of  the 
revenue  cutter  “Crawford,”  of  about  150  tons, 
the  first  of  its  kind  to  leave  the  navy  yard,  and 
was  in  service  along  the  New  England  and 
Long  Island  coasts,  watching  for  filibusters ; 
this  boat  was  also  stationed  for  a time  near 
Staten  Island,  where  it  arrested  several  ves- 
sels. 

After  leaving  the  revenue  service,  where 
he  had  performed  much  acceptable  work,  Capt. 
Spencer  went  on  to  the  “George  Washington” 
as  chief  officer this  steamer  was  one  of  the 
best  of  its  kind  at  that  time.  Later  he  was 
given  command  of  the  “ Parker sburgh,”  an 
extra  boat  of  the  line  which  was  used  for  haul- 
ing cotton  from  New  Orleans  when  the  rates 
were  four  cents  per  pound,  the  highest  rates 
ever  paid  for  freight  on  cotton.  Still  later  he 
was  employed  on  the  Williams  & Gion  line, 
and  for  a time  was  first  mate  of  the  steamer 
“Wilmington,”  afterward  being  given  charge 
of  the  steamer  “Virginia,”  a large  freight  and 
passenger  boat,  which  ran  between  Galveston, 
Texas,  and  New  York.  While  on  one  of  these 
trips,  off  the  coast  of  Florida  she  sprang  a leak, 
and  with  four  or  five  feet  of  water  in  the  hold, 
our  subject  ran  the  vessel  to  New  York,  al- 
though at  times  he  thought  he  would  have  to 
beach  her;  the  engines  pumped  all  the  time,  the 
ship  at  last  reaching  her  port  in  safety,  when 
the  passengers  learned  of  the  neril  which  the 
brave  commander  had  kept  entirely  from  them. 
On  September  1.  1866,  Capt.  Spencer  gave  up 
this  position  to  return  to  Westbrook  to  attend 
to  iiis  farm  and  look  after  his  three  mother- 
less children,  remaining  for  several  years,  but 
he  finally  accepted  an  offer  made  bv  the  New 
York  & New  I haven  Transportation  Company 
to  become  superintendent  of  their  tloats  and 
boats  at  Harlem  river  station,  which  position 
he  held  for  one  and  one-half  years.  Since 
1885,  however,  he  has  lived  in  comparative 
retirement  in  Westbrook  in  the  summers,  and 
in  New  York  durimr  the  cold  weather. 
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Capt.  Spencer  was  married  (first)  Sep- 
tember 1 7,  1 85  5,  to  Mary  Elizabeth  Moore,  a 
native  of  Westbrook,  daughter  of  John  and 
Emily  (Crane)  Moore.  She  died  February  8, 
1865,  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  her  remains  he 
in  the  cemetery  at  Westbrook.  Children  as 
follows  came  to  this  union:  John  M.,  born 

December  22,  1858,  became  a sailor,  and  was 
killed  in  Portland,  Oregon,  October  27,  1882; 
he  was  mate  on  a vessel  running  between  Port- 
land and  San  Francisco,  and  is  buried  in  the 
Odd  Fellows’  cemetery  in  that  city.  Caroline 
E.,  born  April  21,  1861,  was  married  in  1S93  to 
Harry  H.  Trowbridge,  and  lives  in  New  York, 
where  her  husband  is  an  attorney  in  the  employ 
of  the  New  York  Central  & Hudson  River 
Railway  Company;  James  H.,  born  in  1862, 
died  in  1883.  The  second  marriage  of  our 
subject,  celebrated  on  April  17,  1870,  was  to 
Ann  Wood  Cone,  a native  of  Westbrook, 
daughter  of  Eugene  Cone.  Her  death  took 
place  in  New  York  City  December  14,  1885, 
and  she  is  buried  in  Westbrook. 

Although  so  much  of  his  life  has  been 
passed  on  the  water,  Capt.  Spencer  has  been 
of  service  to  his  town  when  a resident  thereof, 
serving-  two  vears  on  the  board  of  selectmen 
at  the  time  when  the  Connecticut  Valley  Rail- 
road was  being  built  and  when  the  town  hall 
of  Westbrook  was  in  course  of  erection.  Dur- 
ing 1883-84  he  was  trial  justice  at  Westbrook, 
and  has  ever  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  pro- 
gress of  his  home.  I11  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Republican.  He  is  a constant  attendant  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  which  he  has  many 
times  served  in  its  business  affairs.  His  beauti- 
ful home  in  Westbrook  is  thrown  open  in  the 
summer,  but,  with  a wide  acquaintance,  Capt. 
Spencer  finds  life  more  congenial  during  the 
winter  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

HON.  CHARLES  L.  GRISWOLD. 
Among  the  distinguished  men  of  Middlesex 
county  who  have  passed  away  stood  eminent, 
in  public,  business  and  social  life,  Charles  L. 
Griswold  who  was  born  in  Bristol,  Conn., 
May  27,  1822,  and  belonged  to  an  old  New 
England  family  which  was  founded  in  Amer- 
ica by  Edward  Griswold  and  his  younger 
brother  Matthew. 

The  English  Griswolds  (Griswoldes)  were 
an  ancient  county  family  established  at  Solihull 
in  Warwickshire,  prior  to  the  year  1400.  The 


family  had  a pedigree  and  were  entitled  to  a 
coat  of  arms.  viz. ; Arg.,  a fesse  gu,  between 
two  greyhounds  courant,  sa.  Motto,  “Fortiter 
et  Celcritcr  ’’  “Firmness  and  swiftness.” 

The  Visitation  of  Warwick,  1619,  gives 
thirteen  generations  of  Griswolds.  They  traced 
their  descent  from  a certain  John  Greswolde, 
who'  about  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  cen- 
tury came  from  Kenilworth  and  married  the 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Henry  Hughford,  of 
Hudderly  Hall,  in  Solihull. 

Edward  and  Matthew  Griswold  were  de- 
scended from  Sir  Matthew  Griswold,  of  Mai-  \ 
vern  Hall,  near  Lyme  Regis,  England.  These 
two  brothers  came  to  Massachusetts  in  1639, 
and  the  same  year  removed  to  ancient  Say- 
brook,  Conn.  Mathew  settled  there  perma- 
nently and  became  the  agent  of  Col.  Fenwick. 

He  was  the  ancestor  of  Matthew  Griswold,  LL. 

D.  (degree  conferred  by  Yale),  a native  of  1 
Lyme,  Conn.,  governor  of  Connecticut  1784-  \ 

86,  also  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  etc.,  and  } 
president  of  the  State  Convention  of  1788,  that  i 
ratified  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  1 
He  w-as  born  March  25,  1718.  Roger  Gris-  ; 
wold,  LL.  D.  (degree  by  both  Yale  and  Harv-  1 
ard),  was  an  eminent  lawyer;  Judge  of  the  j 
Supreme  Court  of  Connecticut;  served  five 
times  in  Congress,  from  1795  to  1805,  etc.;  ; 
elected  governor  of  Connecticut  in  1811,  and  . 
died  in  office.  He  was  a son  of  Gov.  Matthew 
Griswold,  and  was  also-  a native  of  Lyme, 
Conn.  Both  were  prominent  men  and  con- 
spicuous characters. 

Edward  Griswold  was  born  in  Kenilworth, 
England,  in  1607.  He  remained  in  Saybrook 
a short  time,  and  in  1639  settled  in  Windsor, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Farmington  river.  He 
was  a representative  to  the  General  Court  in 
1658,  and  justice  of  the  peace  before  1663. 

He  organized  the  first  settlement  at  Killing- 
worth,  in  1663,  and  removed  to'  the  plantation 
of  Hammonassett,  which  was  named  Kenil-  } 1 
worth  after  the  place  of  his  birth.  After  his 
death,  in  1691,  through  the  mistakes  and  er- 
rors of  clerks  and  recorders,  the  name  was 
known  as  Kenelworth,  and  still  later  became 
Killing-worth.  He  was  a representative  from  , 1 
that  town  to'  the  General  Court  from1  1670  to 
1689.  By  his  first  wife,  Margaret,  he  had  ten 
children,  four  of  whom  were  born  in  England 
and  came  to  this  country  with  the  parents. 

The  mother  died  August  23,  1670,  and  her  re- 
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mains  lie  in  Killingworth  (now  Clinton) 
where  the  father  was  also  interred  in  1691.  He 
married  for  his  second  wife,  in  1671,  Sarah 
Bemis,  widow  of  James  Bemis,  of  New  Lon- 
don, Conn.  The  name  of  Edward  Griswold's 
father  is  uncertain,  either  George  or  Matthew, 
but  probably  George.  His  grandfather  was 
thought  to  be  Francis,  of  Lyme  Regis,  in  Dor- 
set, England. 

(II)  George  Griswold,  son  of  Edward, 
was  born  in  England  in  1634,  and  lived  in 
Windsor,  Conn.  I11  1659  he  purchased  lands 
from  the  Indians,  becoming  an  extensive  land- 
owner.  He  married  October  3,  1655,  Mary, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Holcomb,  and  had  ten 
children.  Thomas  Holcomb  was  descended 
from  an  ancient  family  of  Hull  or  Holl,  Dev- 
onshire, England,  where  they  had  resided  for 
a century ; they  were  descended  from  Sir  John 
Holcomb,  eleventh  century. 

(III)  Daniel  Griswold,  the  eldest  child  of 
George  and  Mary  Griswold,  was  born  in  Wind- 
sor, Conn.,  in  1656.  He  married  February  3, 
1680,  Mindwell,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Bis- 
sell,  of  Windsor,  and  had  seven  children. 
Daniel  Griswold  died  in  Windsor.  His  wife 
died  in  1728. 

(IV)  Daniel  Griswold,  Jr.,  of  Bolton,  son 
of  Daniel  and  Mindwell  Griswold,  was  born  at 
Windsor,  Conn.,  February  14,  1684,  and  died 
at  Bolton.  He  married  (first)  September  16, 
1716,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Capt.  Daniel  White, 
of  Bolton,  and  she  died  February  1,  1738. 
Rev.  Mr.  White,  the  first  minister  of  Bolton, 
was  her  brother.  Daniel  and  Sarah  Griswold 
had  eleven  children  born  to  them.  He  mar- 
ried a second  time,  but  had  no  children  by  that 
union. 

(V)  White  Griswold,  great-grandfather  of 
Hon.  Charles  L.,  was  born  at  Bolton  October 
22,  1727,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He 
married  February  14,  1751,  Elizabeth  Cheney, 
a sister  of  Timothy  Cheney,  of  Manchester, 
Conn.,  and  to  this  worthy  couple  were  born 
eight  children.  White  Griswold  was  a very 
patriotic  man  and,  enlisting  in  the  Continental 
army,  he  saw  much  service,  and  was  engaged 
in  the  battle  of  Germantown  under  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, where  he  was  taken  prisoner;  lie  was 
confined  on  a prison  ship  in  the  Delaware  river 
at  Philadelphia,  and  died  there  in  1777. 

(VI)  White  Griswold,  son  of  White,  was 
the  grandfather  of  Charles  L. 
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(VII)  White  Griswold,  the  father  of 
Charles  L.,  was  born  probably  in  Harwinton, 
October  19,  1789,  and  died  in  Chester  July  3, 
1879,  in  the  ninetieth  year  of  his  age.  He 
married  Martha  Norton,  of  Bristol,  Conn., 
March  27,  1816,  and  she  died  May  4,  1857. 
They  had  four  children  : ( 1 ) George  G.,  born 

May  29,  1817,  died  October  18,  1892,  in  Wa- 
terbury,  Conn.  He  married  Jane  Wetmore 
(date  of  her  decease  not  known),  and  had  sev-; 
eral  children.  He  was  engaged  in  business  in 
Chester.  (2)  Alexander  W.,  born  October  2, 
1820,  died  October  26,  1886.  On  January  26, 
1846,  he  married  (first)  Martha  Green  who 
died  in1  1873.  They  had  three  children — Car- 
rie, who  married  T.  Duncan  Paret,  and  re- 
sides in  Pennsylvania ; and  Martha  E.  and 
Emma  J.,  both  deceased.  On  April  28,  1875, 
Mr.  Griswold  married  (second)  Mary  E., 
daughter  of  Aretas  and  Eliza  Hooker,  and  they 
had  two  children,  Gertrude  M.  and  Bertha 
H.  Mrs.  Griswold  resides  in  Springfield, 
Mass.,  with  her  two  daughters.  (3)  Charles 
L.  is  mentioned  below.  (4)  Asa,  born  March 
14,  1824,  died  May  16,  1829. 

Charles  L.  Griswold  the  subject  proper  of 
this  review,  was  born  in  Bristol,  Conn.,  May 
27,  1822.  In  early  boyhood  he  was  taught 
by  a kind  and  good  mother  that  the  cardinal  du- 
ties were  to  obey  God’s  commands,  to'  honor 
parents,  and  to  love  one's  country.  His  edu- 
cation was  very  limited,  but  he  had  from  youth 
an  ardent  taste  for  reading,  and,  being  blessed 
with  vigorous  powers  of  mind  and  body,  he 
was  enabled  by  much  diligence  to  acquire  dur- 
ing his  lifetime  a great  fund  of  information, 
which  served  him  instead  of  elaborate  train- 
ing. He  began  the  struggle  of  life  very  young 
and  was  employed  by  a carriage  builder  and 
blacksmith  in  Bristol,  to  which  town  he  had 
removed  in  his  fourteenth  year.  However,  he 
remained  with  that  man  only  a few  months, 
and  then  went  to  work  in  the  Jerome  clock  fac- 
tory, in  Bristol,  removing  to  New  Haven  with 
that  concern  when  the  change  was  made,  lie 
continued  in  their  employ  until  the  year  1851. 
when  lie  removed  to  Chester,  and.  in  conjunc- 
tion with  his  brother  George  G.,  built  a fac- 
tory for  the  manufacture  of  augers  and  auger 
bits,  the  business  being  conducted  under  the 
name  of  G.  G.  Griswold  & Co.  I^ater  they 
built  another  factory,  and  the  business  was 
continued  until  about  i860,  when  Charles  L. 
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Griswold  ceased  to  take  an  active  part  in  it, 
but  retained  his  interest.  At  the  close  of  the 
Civil  war  he  repurchased  the  first  factory  he 
and  his  brother  had  together  built,  and  re- 
mained in  business  until  his  death,  although  the 
last  year  of  his  life  he  gave  but  little  atten- 
tion to  the  business,  owing  to  his  rapidly  fail- 
ing health.  He  was  probably  the  oldest  man- 
ufacturer of  that  line  of  goods  in  the  country. 

During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Gris- 
wold took  a warm  interest  in  the  success  of 
the  Union  cause,  and  was  for  a time  a paymas- 
ter of  Connecticut  troops  at  Norfolk,  Va., 
holding  the  rank  of  major,  and  while  filling 
this  responsible  financial  position  was  natur- 
ally the  custodian  of  large  sums  of  money. 
He  was  approached  by  a party  with  a specu- 
lation proposition,  that  this  money  be  loaned 
out  at  a high  rate  of  interest,  and  that  the 
profits  accruing  as  a result  of  the  scheme  be 
equally  divided  between  the  two.  Mr.  Gris- 
wold knew  that  a large  income  would  result 
from  the  use  of  the  money  in  that  way,  but 
he  declined  the  proposition,  saying,  “I  am  the 
custodian  of  the  public  funds,  and  as  such  I 
have  no  right,  nor  will  I agree,  to-  use  the 
money  for  my  own  personal  advantage  or 
profit.” 

Mr.  Griswold  was  an  ardent  admirer  of 
Henry  Clay,  and  believed  in  and  worked  for 
the  success  of  the  Whig  party,  later  becoming 
a Republican.  During  his  thirty-seven  years 
of  public  life  he  was  honored  by  his  fellow 
citizens  with  offices  of  honor  and  profit,  and 
he  never  transcended  his  trust  or  stopped  short 
in  his  line  of  duty.  Having  their  confidence, 
he  was  always  foremost  in  anything  projected 
for  their  welfare  and  the  advancement  of  com- 
mon interests.  In  1856  he  represented  Chester 
in  the  Legislature,  and  again  in  1864  and  1874. 
In  1870  and  1871  he  was  a State  senator  from 
what  was  then  the  Nineteenth  District,  now 
the  Twenty-first.  In  1873  Mr.  Griswold  was 
nominated  by  the  Republicans  for  lieutenant 
governor,  Henry  P.  Haven,  of  New  London, 
being  at  the  head  of  the  ticket ; the  Democratic 
party  was  successful  that  year  by  3,500  plur- 
ality. He  was  a county  commissioner  from 
1886  tO'  1893. 

Mr.  Griswold  was  a man  of  much  public 
spirit  and  enterprise,  and  entered  heartily  into 
any  project  intended  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
his  town.  He  was  the  chief  mover  in  the 


establishment  and  incorporation  of  the  Chester 
Savings  Bank.  His  hosts  of  friends  would 
rejoice  if  he  could  have  lived  to  see  the  com- 
pletion of  the  beautiful  and  spacious  bank 
building  now  (1902)  being  erected.  In  1880 
he  became  the  president  of  this  bank,  holding 
the  office  until  his  death. 

While  in  the  General  Assembly  Mr.  Gris- 
wold was  largely  instrumental  in  the  enactment 
of  the  so-called  “flowage  law,”  which  has 
proved  of  great  benefit  to'  manufacturers  of 
the  State  using  water  power.  He  was  a party 
to  the  establishment  of  the  reservoir  on  the 
Pataconk  river,  in  the  towns  of  Chester  and 
Haddam,  enhancing  the  value  of  Chester  water 
privileges  by  thousands  of  dollars.  He  was 
also  the  prime  mover  in  the  Chester  Water 
Company,  and  helped  secure  its  charter.  He 
also  rendered  much  aid  in  the  making  of  the 
Chester  Public  library. 

The  Hartford  Times  said:  “In  his  prime 
Mr.  Griswold  was  quite  a power  politically, 
and  his  acquaintance  with  professional  and 
business  men  was  wide.  He  was  a ready  talker 
and  a keen  debater,  easily  the  foremost  which 
the  town  produced  in  many  years.”  While  in 
New  Haven  Mr.  Griswold  became  an  active 
member  of  a Lyceum1  in  that  city,  to>  which  also 
belonged  many  well  known  young  men,  includ- 
ing James  E.  English  (afterward  governor), 
John  Woodruff  (member  of  Congress),  and 
others.  There  these  young  men  discussed  the 
great  public  questions  of  the  day,  this  early 
and  most  valuable  forensic  training  giving  Mr. 
Griswold  the  opportunity  he  needed  to'  learn 
to  “think  on  his  feet,”  and  there  was  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  eloquence,  logic,  ease  and 
readiness  in  debate  that  so  strongly  marked 
his  long  and  successful  public  career. 

Mr.  Griswold  was  a member  and  strong 
supporter  of  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Chester.  He  sought  to'  live  a life  worthy  of 
his.  high  profession,  and  not  only  the  church  to 
which  he  belonged,  but  all  religious  and  benev- 
olent associations,  were  dear  to  him,  and  re- 
ceived of  his  bounty.  Mr.  Griswold  devoted 
his  life  to  the  help  of  others,  and  his  private 
benefactions  were  constant  during  his  entire 
life. 

In  1848  Mr.  Griswold  was  married  to  Har- 
riet Beach,  born  in  1826  at  Plymouth,  Conn., 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Ruth  L.  (Booth) 
Beach,  of  that  town.  Mrs.  Griswold’s  father 
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was  a descendant  of  an  old  and  honored  New 
England  family.  Mr.  Beach  was  an  upright 
man,  and  very  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  was  by  trade  a carpenter  and 
joiner.  He  had  positive  convictions,  and  car- 
ried out  his  principles  in  his  business,  religious 
and  political  life.  He  was  a strong  believer 
in  and  advocate  of  the  cause  of  temperance. 
Politically  he  was  an  ardent  Whig,  and  later 
became  a stanch  Republican,  a strong  believer 
in  the  principles  of  his  party,  working  faith- 
fully to  promote  its  interests.  He  was  always 
present  on  the  day  of  election,  giving  his  time, 
early  and  late,  at  the  polls,  for  the  success  of 
his  party.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  consis- 
tent members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
They  died  in  Naubuc,  Conn.,  and  their  remains 
are  interred  in  New  Haven.  Their  daughter, 
Mrs.  Griswold,  like  her  parents  is  a faithful 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  at 
Chester. 

To  Mr.  and  Mr.  Charles  L.  Griswold  were 
born  three  children:  (i)TIarriet  E.,  born  Jan- 
uary 3 t , 1850,  married  November  17,  1869, 
Edwin  G.  Smith,  of  Chester,  Conn.,  and  they 
have  two  children — Charles  E.,  born  April 
11,  1871,  and  Mabel  L.,  born  in  1877.  Charles 
E.  Smith  is  the  efficient  treasurer  of  the  Ches- 
ter Savings  Bank;  he  was  married  January  2, 
1896,  to  Leonora  Griswold,  born  August  24, 
1873,  daughter  of  Sherman  E.  and  Adeline 
(Parmelee)  Griswold,  of  Killingworth,  Conn., 
and  they  have  one  child,  Graydon  Griswold, 
born  April  5,  1900.  (2)  Emma  L.,  born  De- 
cember 9,  1851,  resides  at  home.  (3)  Mary 
E.,  born  December  9,  1854,  married  December 
3,  1885,  J.  Kirtland  Denison,  of  Chester,  and 
has  one  child,  Evelyn  Griswold,  born  January 
18,  1892. 

Mr.  Griswold  died  March  10,  1891.  He 
and  his  good  wife  had  lived  together  in  har- 
mony and  love  for  fifty-three  years.  In  their 
beautiful  home  on  Battle  street  they  were  ac- 
customed to  receive  and  entertain  their  many 
friends,  and  there  dispense  that  generous  hospi- 
tality so  characteristic  of  each.  Mr.  Griswold 
loved  his  home — this  trait  being  strongly  de- 
veloped in  his  nature.  He  was  always,  at  all 
times,  delighted  to  have  his  friends  with  him. 
lie  was  a fine  conversationalist,  possessing  a 
wonderful  memory,  which  was  stored  with  per- 
sonal anecdotes  and  replete  with  reminiscences, 
lie  had  a keen  appreciation  of  the  humorous 


side  of  life,  and  was  endowed  with  a remark- 
ably kind  and  affectionate  disposition.  He  al- 
ways entertained  a tender  regard  for  the  feel- 
ings of  others,  was  courteous  and  affable,  and 
his  full  sense  of  honor  and  strict  integrity 
secured  to  him  the  love  and  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  associated. 

HUDSON  HALE,  one  of  Portland’s  most 
highly  respected  citizens,  and  a substantial 
farmer,  is  a descendant  of  the  Hales  of  Glas- 
tonbury, Conn.,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
numerous  families  of  Hartford  county.  He  is 
a son  of  Chester  and  Nancy  ( Chapman)  Hale, 
further  mention  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume. 

Hudson  Hale  was  born  April  14,  1831.  in 
the  Matson  Hill  District  in  the  town  of  Glas- 
tonbury, Conn.  He  attended  district  school  at 
Matson  Hill,  and  had  Miss  Caroline  Shepard 
for  one  of  his  early  teachers.  He  was  a pupil 
in  his  home  school  until  he  was  thirteen  years 
of  age,  and  then  for  some  three  years  attended 
a school  at  North  Glastonbury,  and  there  com- 
pleted his  schooling.  He  was  reared  a farmer 
lad,  and  remained  at  home  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  eighteen,  when  he  began  life  for  him- 
self. He  went  to  New  Haven,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  plane  making  and  worked 
at  it  for  seven  years.  While  living  in  New 
Haven  he  was  married  June  8,  1852,  to  Mary 
S.  Boyd,  who  was  born  in  New  Haven.  Au- 
gust 5,  1831,  a daughter  of  Edward  and  Sarah 
Billings  (Pond)  Boyd,  the  latter  one  of  six 
children,  and  of  the  sixth  generation  of  the 
Pond  family  in  America,  her  ancestral 
line  being'  as  follows:  Ebenezer  Pond,  a sol- 

dier in  the  Revolution;  David;  Ephraim;  John, 
who  came  over  with  Gov.  Winthrop. 

As  the  climate  did  not  agree  with  him. 
Mr.  Hale  left  New  Haven  in  1856,  and  follow- 
ing his  doctor's  advice  came  to  Portland. 
Here  he  went  to  farming,  and  also  did  paint- 
ing at  different  times.  In  i860  he  bought  his 
present  home  at  Gildersleeve,  where  he  has 
lived  and  engages  in  farming,  and  keeps  a line 
place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hale  have  reared  a foster 
child,  Alice  North  Hale,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 14,  1861,  in  Berlin.  Conn.,  and  is  now 
Mrs.  Archibald  C.  Goodrich,  of  ( lildersleeve, 
and  who  has  one  son,  Eiizur  Raymond,  born 
December  2,  1891,  the  last-named  being  the 
only  male  representative  in  his  generation  of 
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the  Goodrich  family.  Mr.  Hale  has  been  a 
Republican  from  the  earliest  organization  of 
the  party,  and  has  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Portland.  Mrs.  Hale  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  is  eligible  to  the  society 
of  the  D.  A.  R.  She  has  been  a great  help  to 
her  husband  in  his  life  work,  and  is  a kind 
hearted  and  pleasant  lady.  Mr.  Hale  has  made 
a success  in  life,  and  is  an  excellent  citizen, 
a worthy  descendant  of  an  honorable  family. 
He  has  been  an  industrious  man  all  his  life 
and,  despite  his  years,  is  still  carrying  on  his 
business. 

GEORGE  H.  HARRIS.  In  the  death  of 
this  gentleman,  June  15,  1897,  there  passed 
away  one  of  the  useful  men  of  the  city  of 
Middletown.  His  life  was  a blessing  not  only 
to  his  family,  the  corporation  and  the  church 
with  which  lie  was  most  intimately  associated, 
but  to  the  whole  community.  His  influence 
operated  through  many  channels,  and  seldom 
in  any  community  is  a more  hopeful  and  whole- 
some influence  radiated. 

A native  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  Harris  was 
born  April  30,  1840,  in  Middletown,  son  of 
George  W.  and  Hannah  T.  (Child)  Harris, 
the  former  of  whom  was  president  and  after- 
ward treasurer  of  the  Middletown  Savings 
Bank.  Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  city,  and  when  a young  man  was 
employed  as  clerk  by  his  brother-in-law,  Elijah 
Ackley,  and  afterward  by  William  Atkins. 
Later  he  served  as  assistant  in  the  Middletown 
post  office,  when  A.  B.  Calef  was  postmaster, 
after  which,  in  1864,  he  entered  the  Middle- 
town  Savings  Bank,  as  clerk,  and  he  continued 
in  the  service  of  that  establishment  until  his 
death,  being  clerk,  teller  and  assistant  treas- 
urer, successively.  In  his  long  service  in  that 
bank  he  came  to  have  a personal  acquaintance 
with  most  of  the  thousands  of  depositors,  of 
whose  money  he  was  guardian,  and  to  take  a 
personal  interest  in  them. 

While  the  business  of  the  bank  furnished 
him  chief  employment,  Mr.  Harris’  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  the  town  led  him  to  take  an  act- 
ive part  in  several  other  corporations.  He  was 
a director  in  the  Middletown  Gas  Light  Com- 
pany, and  was  an  active  member  of  the  Board 
of  trade.  Although  he  never  aspired  to  public 
office,  he  was  deeply  interested  in  political 


life,  in  both  the  local  community  and  the  nation 
at  large,  and  from  the  beginning  was  an  earn- 
est member  of  the  Republican  party.  In  early 
manhood  he  became  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  in  all  his  later  years 
he  was  one  of  its  most  active  and  trusted  offi- 
cial members.  In  1871  he  became  treasurer 
of  the  church,  anci  held  that  position  until  | 
obliged  by  sickness  to  resign.  During  much 
of  the  time  he  served  the  church  as  both  stew- 
ard and  trustee,  and  for  twenty  years  was  the 
Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-  { 
school.  He  gave  liberally  to  the  church,  in  fact 
his  contributions  to  the  running  expenses  of  the 
church  were  probably  larger  than  those  of  any 
other  member,  and  toi  various  private  and  pub- 
lic charities  he  was  a liberal  and  cheerful  giver. 

His  career  as  a business  man  was  marked  by 
unwavering  integrity.  He  was  a man  of  great 
kindliness  of  spirit,  a true  friend.  His  home 
life  was  pure  and  gentle  and  marked  by  an  at-  I 
tachment  and  devotion  rarely  found.  His  i 
greatest  comfort  and  pleasure  were  found  in  ; 
his  home  which  was  his  club,  his  secret  society,  [ 
into  which  he  never  carried  the  care  and  worry  j 

of  business  affairs.  In  every  social  relation  Mr.  ; 

Harris  was  a man  to  be  loved.  The  kindliness 
and  gentleness  of  his  character  were  not  asso-  h 
ciatecl  with  weakness  of  will.  He  possessed  ■ 
strong  convictions,  and  was  true  to  those  con- 
victions  in  the  face  of  opposition.  Where 
principle  was  involved  he  could  hold  his  ground 
with  unshaken  firmness  and  the  fundamental 
trait  in  his  character  was  conscientiousness.  He 
looked  at  all  questions  from  an  ethical  stand- 
point. The  one  controlling  purpose  of  his  life 
was  to  do1  right  in  every  relation,  and  in  every 
set  of  circumstances.  Religion  with  him, 
through  his  love  for  Christ  and  the  church, 
was  deep  and  tender,  and  always  a matter  of 
principle  rather  than  of  emotional  experience. 

He  made  a profession  of  religion,  and  joined  j 
the  church  of  his  choice,  not  under  the  influ- 
ence of  emotional  excitement,  but  in  clear  and 
calm  conviction,  and  his  Christian  life  was 
steady  and  consistent.  Whether  in  the  church, 
whose  services  he  attended  with  exemplary 
regularity,  in  the  bank,  or  in  the  midst  of  com- 
mon every-day  life,  he  lived  as  in  the  presence 
of  God,  and  for  him  all  common  wlork  was 
ennobled  by  the  spirit  of  Christian  loyalty  in  ‘ 
which  it  was  done.  He  lived  the  life  of  the 
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righteous,  and  he  died  the  death  of  the  right- 
eous. 

Mr.  Harris  was  an  associate  member  of 
Mansfield  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Middletown,  and 
his  death  brought  a great  loss  to  that  organi- 
zation. No  man  in  Middletown  was  more  pat- 
riotic, and  he  always  expressed  a desire  to  be 
allowed  to  assist  in  any  good  work.  The  last 
time  he  appeared  in  Alain  street  he  begged  of 
some  one  connected  with  the  Russell  Library 
to  be  permitted  to  help  in  the  forming  of  a 
“relic  room” — indeed  his  acts  of  generosity 
were  known  only  through  others,  so  unosten- 
tatious was  he.  Thoroughness  and  system  at 
all  times  characterized  his  work,  and  his  es- 
tate was  most  carefully  provided  for,  even  to 
the  minutest  detail.  It  was  his  desire  that  his 
widow,  her  sister  and  her  mother  should  live 
in  the  home  he  left. 

On  October  1 8,  1866,  Mr.  Harris  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Heald, 
of  Dublin,  N.  H.,  who  died  October  18,  1867. 
On  October  10,  1872,  Mr.  Harris  wedded 
Miss  Mary  E.  Johnson,  who  was  born  June  22, 
1845,  daughter  of  Smith  Dayton  and  Mary 
Austin  (Clark)  Johnson,  of  the  town  of  Mid- 
dletown. There  was  no  issue  by  either  mar- 
riage. Mrs.  Harris,  who  is  one  of  the  most 
highly  esteemed  ladies  of  Middletown,  exceed- 
ingly pleasant  and  kind-hearted,  has,  since 
i860,  been  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
and  is  active  in  the  ladies'  societies,  auxiliary 
to  same.  I 

Smith  Dayton  Johnson,  father  of  Mrs. 
Harris,  came  from  Haddam,  Conn.,  to  Mid- 
dletown, in  the  early  forties,  and  died  there  in 
1 887.  His  widow  in  her  maidenhood  was 
Miss  Mary  Austin  Clark,  born  June  6,  1815, 
in  the  town  of  Middletown,  daughter  of  Rod- 
ney and  Elizabeth  (Lucas)  Clark.  Daniel 
Clark,  the  father  of  Rodney,  for  years  con- 
ducted a tavern  on  the  Haddam  road,  south 
of  Middletown.  This  tavern  was  a noted 
stopping  place  in  its  day,  and  was  then  prob- 
ably the  best  known  hostelry  between  Hart- 
ford and  Saybrook.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Harris,  notwithstanding  her  advanced  age  of 
eighty-seven  years,  is  a remarkably  well  pre- 
served lady.  She  makes  her  home,  as  already 
intimated,  with  Airs.  Elarris.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dayton  Johnson  were  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Laura  A.,  married  Gage 

Ah  Cooper;  her  death  occurred  in  1863,  i"  De- 


troit, Alich. ; Louise  L.,  is  unmarried  and  re- 
sides with  her  sister,  Airs.  Harris;  Alary  E., 
is  the  widow  of  George  IT  Harris. 

LEAT  LEONARD,  who  was  at  the  time 
of  his  death  a retired  farmer  of  Durham,  Mid- 
dlesex county,  lived  an  unusually  active  life, 
one  in  which  the  incidents  of  travel,  a wide 
variety  of  occupation  and  stirring  events  were 
conspicuously  present.  He  served  continuous- 
ly throughout  the  Civil  war,  just  as  his  father 
bore  arms  for  his  country  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  his  grandfather  was  one  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary heroes.  The  latter,  Silas  Leonard,  was 
a native  of  Kent,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and 
a large  land  owner  in  that  town.  He  was  act- 
ive and  influential  in  public  affairs,  and  was 
a leading  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
contributing  liberally  toward  the  construction 
of  the  church  building  known  as  the  Old 
Stone  Church.  He  served  in  the  Revolution- 
ary army  in  a Connecticut  Company,  and,  for 
disabilities  received,  was  a pensioner  in  after 
life.  His  ten  children  were:  Addison  and 

Amzi,  twins  (the  former  of  whom  was  the 
father  of  our  subject),  Benjamin,  Josiah, 
Charles,  Thomas,  Elijah,  Luna,  Maria  and 
Hannah. 

Addison  Leonard,  the  father  of  Levi,  was 
born  in  Kent,  Litchfield  county,  where  his 
boyhood  days  were  spent,  and  was  a farmer. 
He  enlisted  in  the  war  of  1812,  in  a regiment 
of  infantry,  served  through  the  entire  struggle, 
and  for  his  services  drew  a pension  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  Kent,  Litchfield  coun- 
ty; he  was  buried  there.  In  religious  faith 
he  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He 
married  Clara  Bennett,  a native  of  Sherman, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Thomas  Bennett,  a farmer 
and  an  old-time  tailor,  and  five  children  were 
born  to  them,  namely : ( 1 ) Ferris,  a doctor, 

practiced  in  eastern  Connecticut  and  Wiscon- 
sin, and  died  in  early  manhood;  (2)  Levi  is 
mentioned  below;  (3)  Reuben  is  a farmer,  liv- 
ing in  Harwinton,  Conn.;  (4)  Clark  died  when 
a young  man;  (5)  Emma,  who  married  (first) 
Glover  Hunger  ford,  and  (second)  Edward 
Lane,  is  now  living,  a widow,  in  Harwinton, 
Connecticut. 

Levi  Leonard  was  Ixirn  January  10,  1829, 
in  Kent.  Conn.,  opposite  the  Schatacookers  In- 
dian Reservation,  two  and  one-half  miles  south 
of  Kent  Plains.  He  received  a district-school 
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education  at  Bulls  Bridge,  and  at  the  early  age 
of  seventeen  years  embarked  in  business  for 
himself.  Borrowing  $50  from  a farmer,  he 
bought  a team  of  horses  for  that  sum,  and  be- 
gan carting  iron  ore  from  Amenia,  N.  Y.,  to 
Kent  Plains,  a distance  of  seventeen  miles,  to 
an  iron  furnace  owned  by  Hobson  & Eaton 
and  a Mr.  Lyman.  He  followed  that  business 
for  a year  and  a half,  at  the  end  of  which 
period  he  was  engaged  by  Silas  Camp,  at  Bulls 
Bridge  Furnace,  to  take  charge  of  the  teams 
and  superintend  the  work  around  the  furnace, 
for  $18  per  month.  He  remained  there  a year 
or  more.  The  firm  used  many  mules,  which 
were  brought  from  the  West  unbroken,  and 
Mr.  Leonard  broke  many  of  them  by  hitching 
them  to  a log;  he  became  cpiite  an  expert  in 
taming  mules. 

After  leaving  Mr.  Camp  Mr.  Leonard  mar- 
ried and  began  housekeeping  in  Bromica,  in 
the  town  of  Kent,  renting  a large  farm  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Frye,  which  he  ran  about  a year.  He  then 
rented  another  large  farm  in  North  Kent,  and 
there  engaged  in  farming  for  a year.  Dis- 
posing of  his  stock,  he  returned  to  Kent,  and 
a year  later  went  on  the  Housatonic  railroad 
(now  the  Berkshire  division  of  the  Consoli- 
dated railroad)  as  a track  repairer  between 
Kent  Plains  and  Cornwall  Bridge,  a distance 
of  about  fifteen  miles.  After  continuing  thus 
about  three  years  he  went  to  New  York  City, 
and  for  a few  months  took  charge  of  a section 
on  the  horse  car  railroad  from  Twenty-seventh 
street  to  the  City  Hall,  on  Bloom  street,  hav- 
ing about  fifteen  men  under  himi.  The  cars 
then  ran  on  strap  iron  rails,  and  later,  when 
the  “T”  rails  were  laid,  he  had  charge  of  the 
first  section  so  improved.  Returning  to  Mer- 
ryall,  in  the  town  of  Kent,  he  rented  and  for 
a year  occupied  a farm  of  Anson  Squires.  He 
then  started  for  the  West,  going  by  easy 
stages,  and  stopping  with  friends  in  Chicago ; 
he  was  in  Osawatomie,  Kans.,  at  the  time  John 
Brown’s  son  was  killed.  Mr.  Leonard  had  in- 
tended to  locate  in  Kansas  but  the  unsettled 
condition  of  the  country  induced  him  to  go  to 
Minnesota,  where  he  jumped  a claim  at  Shell 
Rock  river,  a mile  south  of  Lake  Albert  Lee, 
and  ninety  miles  south  of  St.  Paul,  the  claim 
consisting  of  320  acres,  or  one-half  section,  of 
which  160  acres  was  timber  land,  the  only 
timber  within  forty  miles.  Mr.  Leonard  erect- 
ed a log  hut,  and  cultivated  three-fourths  of  an 


acre,  to  comply  with  the  law.  The  nearest 
land  office  was  Chatfield,  ninety  miles  distant. 
A club  of  settlers,  formed  to  keep  claim  jump- 
ers away,  tried  to  drive  Mr.  Leonard  away  by 
intimidation  and  threats,  but  he  held  his 
ground.  Many  Indians  were  around,  and  he 
lived  mostly  on  game.  He  remained  on  the 
claim  about  seven  months,  sold  out  then  at  a 
good  price,  and  returned  to  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Securing  a position  as  fireman  on  the  Housa- 
tonic road,  from  Bridgeport  to  Winsted,  his 
first  trip  was  on  a passenger  engine.  He  fol- 
lowed firing  about  six  months,  and  was  then 
promoted  to  engineer,  in  which  capacity  he 
was  on  the  road  three  years,  and  during  that 
time  broke  in  many  new  firemen,  who  are  now 
engineers,  widely  scattered  over  the  United 
States.  Retiring  from  the  railroad  service,, 
Mr.  Leonard  hired  out  to  Alva  Merriman,  to 
superintend  a large  farm  in  Crow  Hollow, 
West  Meriden,  where  he  remained  about  two 
years.  He  then  bought  a farm  of  100  acres 
on  the  Waterbury  Turnpike,  near  the  present 
factory  of  Charles  Parker  & Sons,  of  which 
eighty  acres  were  improved  land  and  twenty 
acres  timber. 

While  living  at  the  latter  place  Mr.  Leon- 
ard enlisted,  in  December,  1861,  at  Hanover, 
Conn.,  in  Company  C,  First  Connecticut  Cav- 
alry, under  Capt.  Fish,  who  later  became  col- 
onel of  the  regiment.  The  First,  in  the  spring 
of  1862,  went  to  Shenandoah,  Va.,  and  that 
year  participated  in  the  following  battles  and 


skirmishes,  all  in  Virginia:  McDowell,  May 


8;  Franklin,  May  11;  Strasburg,  June  1;  Mt. 
Jackson,  June  3;  Cross  Keys,  June  8 : Port  Re- 
public, June  9;  Waterford,  August  1;  Cedar 
Mountain,  August  9;  Freeman’s  Ford,  August 
22;  Sulphur  Springs,  August  24:  Waterloo 
Bridge,  August  25;  Groveton,  August  29 ; 1 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  August  30;  Chan-j 
tilly,  September  1;  and  Fredericksburg,  De- j 
cember  13.  At  Waterloo  Mr.  Leonard  was 
wounded  in  the  left  hand,  and  one  of  his 
fingers  was  affected  ever  afterward.  On 
March  1,  1863,  he  was  promoted  to  corporal. 
He  re-enlisted  October  26,  1863,  receiving 
$800  bounty,  and  was  later  promoted  to  ser- 
geant. He  fought  around  Petersburg,  Va., 
and  was  there  when  the  mine  exploded.  He 
was  at  Winchester  when  Sheridan  made  his 
famous  ride.  He  served  throughout  the  Vir-j 
ginia  Campaign,  and  was  an  eyewitness  near' 
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Gen.  Grant  at  Appomattox  Court  House 
when  Gen.  Lee  surrendered  to  the  commander 
of  the  Federal  Army.  Our  subject  was  mus- 
tered out  with  the  regiment  at  New  Haven,  in 
1865. 

Mr.  Leonard  returned  to  his  family  on  the 
farm  near  Meriden,  which,  in  his  absence  at 
the  front,  his  wife  had  cultivated,  caring  for 
the  family.  A few  years  later  he  disposed  of 
this  place,  and  moved  to  Harwinton,  Conn., 
where  he  bought  a farm  of  160  acres,  one  mile 
east  of  Harwinton  Center.  This  he  cleared 
up,  making  many  improvements.  He  bought 
and  sold  a great  deal  of  land  while  living 
there,  at  one  time  owning  about  500  acres. 
There  he  followed  farming  until  1882,  when 
he  came  to  Durham,  and  purchased  of  Henry 
Parsons  a farm  of  125  acres,  located  in  the 
Haddam  Quarter,  on  which  he  made  many  im- 
provements, built  barns,  remodeled  the  house, 
and  most  industriously  followed  farming;  he 
bought  and  sold  much  cattle.  Continuing  there 
until  1898,  he  then  purchased  his  late  home  in 
Durham,  from  the  heirs  of  the  late  L.  Mars- 
den  Leach,  and  lived  the  retired  life  which  he 
had  well  won  and  which  he  well  deserved  after 
his  long  and  very  active  career,  passing  away 
September  6,  1901.  For  disabilities  received  in 
the  Civil  war  he  received  from  the  Govern- 
ment a small  pension. 

Mr.  Leonard  married  (first),  in  Kent, 
Conn.,  Mary  Jane  Leonard,  daughter  of  Elijah 
and  Abigail  Leonard,  and  two  children  were 
born  to  them : George,  who  died  in  infancy ; 

and  Elizabeth,  who  married  Isaac  D.  Drew, 
and  is  living  in  New  Jersey.  For  his  second 
wife  Mr.  Leonard  married,  on  October  5, 
1866  Olive  A.  Harvey,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 19,  1844,  in  Haddam,  daughter  of  Ed- 
win and  Betsey  (Nettleton)  Harvey.  By  this 
union  there  were  six  children,  namely:  (1) 

Josephine  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-four years.  (2)  Ida  A.  graduated  from  the 
New  Britain  Normal  School,  taught  school 
ten  years  in  Connecticut  and  three  years  in  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  and  in  1900  graduated  from 
the  Emerson  School  of  Oratory,  Boston, 
Mass.;  she  married,  September  28,  1901, 
George  B.  Fiske.  (3)  Nelson  died  in  infancy. 
(4)  Harriet  L.  married  George  B.  Fiske,  of 
Hollister,  Mass.,  a journalist  in  the  employ  of 
the  Orange  Judd  Company,  at  Springfield, 
Mass.  She  died  March  9,  1899,  and  was 


buried  at  Durham.  (5)  Bessie  died  in  in- 
fancy. (6)  Chauncey  H.  died  young.  The 
mother  of  the  above  named  children  died  No- 
vember 1,  1888,  and  was  buried  in  Durham. 
Mr.  Leonard  married,  for  his  third  wife,  May 
2,  1890,  Mrs.  Orrie  E.  Tibball,  widow  of 
Samuel  W.  Tibball.  of  Killingworth,  and 
daughter  of  Alvin  and  Julia  (Wright)  Davis. 
By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Leonard  had  one 
daughter  living,  Louisa,  wife  of  Luzerne 
Stevens,  of  Durham. 

In  politics  Mir.  Leonard  was  a Republican. 
His  career  was  eminently  successful,  and  well 
typified  the  rewards  which  come  to  honest  and 
unflagging  effort.  It  may  well  be  said  that 
the  life  of  Mr.  Leonard  was  representative  of 
that  restless  energy  which  has  made  the  United 
States  a great  world-power,  constructing  from 
the  crude  material  in  a marvelously  brief  period 
a nation  cemented  in  unified  purpose  and  mov- 
ing swiftly  to  its  wide  visioned  destiny. 

LYMAN  OLIVER  WELLS  was  born 
June  12,  1827,  in  Portland,  Middlesex  county. 
His  grandparents,  Roswell  and  Mehitabel 
Wells,  were  natives  of  Lebanon,  New  Lon- 
don Co.,  Conn.,  whence  they  removed  to 
East  Hampton,  where  the  grandfather  en- 
gaged in  farming,  besides  working  as  a 
carpenter  and  wheelwright.  He  died  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1821,  aged  fifty-two  years.  His 
widow  survived  many  years,  and  both  now 
rest  in  Lake  View  cemetery,  East  Hampton. 
Their  son  Oliver  was  the  father  of  Lyman  Oli- 
ver. 

Oliver  Wells  was  born  June  9.  1807,  in 
Lebanon,  shortly  before  the  removal  of  the 
family  to  East  Hampton.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  a wagonmaker,  which  he  followed  all 
his  life,  spending  three  years  in  Wilmington, 
N.  C.,  and  working  in  various  towns,  among 
them  Glastonbury  and  Hebron.  It  was  at  the 
last  named  jxflnt  that  he  passed  away.  July  19. 
1875,  in  his  sixty-ninth  year.  He  married 
Lydia  Brown,  daughter  of  David  and  Mellila 
(Pettis)  Brown,  who  died  nine  years  before 
him,  April  20,  1866.  They  were  the  parents 
of  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom : 
Lyman  O.  was  the  first-born;  Eliza,  born  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1829,  is  the  wife  of  Elizur  Latham, 
of  Gilead,  Conn.;  Mary  N..  born  July  7.  1837, 
married  Dr.  Cyrus  Pendleton,  of  Hebron; 
Jane,  born  May  24,  1842,  is  Mrs.  Albert  Blish, 
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of  Hebron;  John  B.,  born  September  27,  1843, 
died  October  7.  1864;  Ellen  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  born  October  7,  1845,  clied  July 
11,  1872,  unmarried. 

Lyman  O.  Wells  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Glastonbury,  and  afterward  to  Hebron,  and 
remained  at  home  until  he  had  completed  his 
thirtieth  year.  He  received  a good  English 
education,  in  district  and  private  schools,  and 
was  taught  the  trade  of  wheelwright  by  his 
father,  working  in  the  latter’s  shop  at  Hebron. 
He  began  acquiring  a knowledge  of  the  trade 
when  but  thirteen  years  old,  and  when  his 
father  gave  up  active  work,  continued  in  the 
business  alone.  In  1859  he  removed  to  East 
Hampton,  where  his  success  has  been  com- 
mensurate with  his  business  ability  and  un- 
flagging energy.  He  built  a shop  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  village,  and  for1  twenty-five 
years  gave  it  his  constant  personal  supervision. 
He  also  bought  some  sixty  acres  of  land,  and 
devoted  his  leisure  time  to  farming,  and  since 
giving  up  work  at  his  trade  he  has  followed 
that  pursuit  more  extensively.  For  several 
years,  also,  he  has  been  largely  interested  in 
the  purchase  and  sale  of  real  estate  in  East 
Hampton.  Ele  bought  lots  on  a street  which  has 
since  been  named  Wells  avenue,  in  his  honor, 
and  on  which  he  has  built  and  sold  several 
handsome  cottages,  still  owning  several  tene- 
ments. In  politics  Mr.  Wells  is  a stanch  Dem- 
ocrat. He  enjoys  the  undivided  respect  of  his 
fellow  townsmen,  who  have  shown  their  ap- 
preciation of  his  worth  by  repeatedly  electing 
him  to  office.  He  has  served  on  the  boards 
of  relief  and  selectmen  (on  the  latter  for  three 
years),  and  has  also  filled  the  responsible  post 
of  assessor.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church. 

On  May  8,  1859,  in  Andover,  Conn.,  Mr. 
Wells  married  Laura  J.  Webster,  daughter  of 
John  L.  and  Mary  (Chappell)  Webster,  who 
were  natives  of  Hebron.  Children  as  follows 
have  been  born  to  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wells:  Frederick,  born  December  25, 
1861,  is  at  present  in  the  employ  of  a fruit 
growing  association  at  Pomona,  Los  Angeles 
Co.,  Cal.  John  C.,  born  March  3,  1867,  was 
when  a youth  employed  in  a tin  and  bell  shop, 
and  later,  for  about  a year,  in  a machine  shop 
at  Providence.  R.  I. ; he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
machinist,  and  in  1890  secured  a patent  on  a 
bicycle  saddle  which  he  had  devised,  and  since 


then  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  its  man- 
ufacture, also  conducting  a machine  shop. 
Francis  Eugene,  born  August  3,  1869,  is  a - 
master  builder  and  carpenter,  of  East  Hamp-  1 
ton.  ; 

Both  of  Mrs.  Wells’  parents  are  deceased, 
her  mother  departing  this  life  November  8, 
1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  and 
her  father  going  to  his  reward  November  6,  i1 
1891,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four.  Five 
children  were  born  to-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webster. 
Luman,  the  eldest,  died  March  7,  1886,  in  his 
fifty-seventh  year;  Laura  J.,  now  Mrs.  Lyman 
O.  Wells,  was  born  October  21,  1837;  Eliza- 
beth married  John  Whitcomb,  of  East  Hart- 
ford, and  both  have  passed  away,  Mr.  Whit- 
comb dying  first ; Dwight  married  Mary 
Loomis,  and  died  in  Andover ; Ella  is  the  wife 
of  George  Curtis,  of  Bolton,  Connecticut. 

THURBER  L.  HARRIS.  The  history  of 
a nation  is  the  record  of  the  lives  of  its  peo-  ‘ 
pie,  for  among  the  industrious,  public-spirited, 
honorable  citizens  is  cherished  the  spirit  of  f 
true  patriotism,  and  their  deeds  constitute  the  : 
motive  power  in  the  development  and  advance-  » 
ment  of  civilization — the  maintenance  of  * 
schools  and  the  upholding  of  a high  moral  j 
and  Christian  code.  Among  the  men  who  may  , 
well  be  considered  to  have  done  their  duty  as  J 
citizens,  in  the  highest  sense  of  the  word,  may 
be  mentioned  Thurber  L.  Harris,  the  capable  j 
superintendent  of  the  Ivory,  or  West  Factory,  4 
Pratt,  Read  and  Company,  of  Deep  River, 
Middlesex  county.  Mr.  Harris  was  born  Jan- 
uary 27,  1845,  a son  of  Henry  H.  and  Cather- 
ine A.  (Smith)  Harris,  and  is  of  the  seventh 
generation  descended  from  James  Harris,  of 
Boston,  Mass.  The  line  of  his  descent  to  the  1 
present  time  is  traced  as  follows : 

(I)  James  Harris,  of  Boston,  was  born  ( 
about  1640  and  married  Sarah  Denison,  of  that  j 
city,  in  1666,  Morgan,  in  his  “Harris  Geneal-  } 
ogy,”  published  in  1878,  says  he  could  not  as- 
certain the  nativity,  parentage  or  time  of  ar- 
rival in  this  country  of  James  Harris.  This  1 
American  ancestor  and  his  wife,  Sarah  (Deni- 
son), had  eleven  children  born  to  them,  and 
the  births  of  all  these  are  recorded  in  Bos-  j 
ton.  All  except  the  last  three  and  Margaret, 
who  died  an  infant,  were  baptized  in  the  “Old  j 
South  Meeting  House,”  in  1683.  The  Boston 
record  of  births,  referred  to,  gives  the  dates  of  j 
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1 births  of  the  children  as>  follows:  Sarah, 

March,  1668;  Deborah,  July,  1670;  James, 
April  4,  1673  (married  first  Sarah  Rogers, 
second  widow  Sarah  Jackson,  nee  Harris)  ; 
i Margaret,  January  16,  1675,  (died  an  infant) ; 
Mary,  February  3,  1677,  (died  aged  six 

years)  ; Elizabeth,  June,  1678  (married  Will- 
iam Rogers,  New  London,  August  28,  1713)  ; 
Asa,  November  10,  1680;  Hannah,  April  22, 

! 1682;  Ephraim,  May,  1684,  (died  an  infant)  ; 
Mary  (2),  June,  1686;  Ephraim  (2),  July  11, 
1688  (died  about  1710,  unmarried).  About 
1690  James  Harris  and  bis  wife  Sarah  came 
from'  Boston  to  New  London  with  all  three  of 
his  sons,  James,  Asa  and  Ephraim,  all  minors, 
and  at  least  two  or  more  of  his  daughters.  It 
I is  not  clearly  known  what  was  his  occupation, 
if  any,  while  there,  but  Morgan  thinks  he  was 
by  trade  a weaver.  His  wife  Sarah  survived 
him,  as  she  was  made  executrix  of  his  last 
I will,  which  was  dated  at  New  London  June  4, 
1714,  and  proved  in  probate  there  September 
13,  T7T5- 

(II)  Asa  Harris,  son  of  James,  was  born 
in  Boston,  Mass.,  November  10,  1680,  and  on 
March  17,  1709,  married  Elizabeth  Rogers,  of 

, New  London,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  sister  of 
Sarah,  the  wife  of  his  brother  James.  He  re- 
moved from  Mohegan,  soon  after  his  marriage, 
to  Preston,  Conn.,  where  all  his  children  were 
born,  and  where  he  died  August  20,  1715,  aged 
thirty-five.  He  was  a landholder,  and  had 
considerable  personal  estate.  Soon  after  his 
death  the  family  removed  from  Preston  to  Old 
Saybrook,  where  his  widow  died  about  1750. 
They  had  four  children,  whose  births  are  on 
record  at  Preston,  viz. : Asa,  born  November 

27,  1709,  was  twice  married,  and  had  children 
by  each  marriage:  Annah,  born  March  27, 

1711,  married  Samuel  Beebe  May  14,  1739; 
Ephraim  was  born  December  28,  T712;  Mercy, 
born  November  14,  1714,  married  John  Water- 
house. 

(III)  Ephraim  Harris,  son  of  Asa,  and 
Elizabeth  (Rogers)  Harris,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 28,  1712,  in  Preston,  Conn.,  and  married 
about  1735,  but  the  name  of  his  wife  is  un- 
known. He  settled  first  in  Old  Saybrook; 
from  there  removing  about  1745  to  the  north- 
ern part  of  Lyme  (now  Salem),  and  thence  to 
Nova  Scotia,  where  he  remained  several  years. 
He  returned  with  his  family  to  New  London, 
and  settled  in  Colchester,  Conti.,  where  he 


died  in  November,  1781,  aged  sixty-nine 
years.  He  left  a large  landed  estate.  His 
wife  died  before  him.  In  his  will  he  men- 
tions twelve  children  then  living,  namely : 
Ephraim  married  Lydia  Beebe.  Elizabeth 
married  Pelatiah  Bliss,  Jr.,  about  1768.  Eli- 
jah married  Patience  Geer,  and  second  a lady 
named  Fox.  Phebe  married  Jared  Baker. 
Hannah  married  Asa  Rogers,  and  removed  to 
Hartford.  Elias  never  married.  Mercy 
maried  Robert  Stanton.  Mary  married  a 
Comstock.  Lydia  married  Jabez  Holmes. 
Olive  married  a Kimball.  Sarah  married 
Elisha  Holmes.  Alice  probably  died  unmar- 
ried. The  exact  dates  of  birth  of  these  chil- 
dren are  not  known,  but  all  were  born  between 
1736  and  1762. 

(IV)  Ephraim  Harris,  son  of  Ephraim 

was  born  in  Salem,  Conn.,  in  1736,  and  mar- 
ried Lydia  Beebe,  of  Montville.  He  went 
with  his  father  to  Nova  Scotia,  where  he  re- 
mained about  eight  years,  and  became  a land- 
holder there,  but  in  1762  he  returned  to  Col- 
chester, Conn.  (Salem  parish),  where  he  set- 
tled, married  and  died.  He  was  a farmer, 
and  was  made  a freeman  April  9,  1764.  He 
had  ten  children,  namely : Anna,  born  in 

1767,  married  Elias  Thompson,  and  settled  in 
Salem,  Conn.  Elizabeth,  born  in  1769,  mar- 
ried Isaac  Goodspeed,  and  settled  in  Ridge- 
field, Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.  Dyer,  born  June  9, 
1771,  married  Temperance  Watrous  in  1796. 
Nancy,  born  in  1773,  married  Daniel  Holley, 
and  settled  in  Ridgefield,  N.  Y.  Caleb,  born 
in  1775,  died  young.  Samuel,  born  in  1778, 
died  aged  nineteen.  Sarah,  born  in  1781,  died 
unmarried  about  1863,  aged  eighty-two.  Syl- 
vanus,  born  in  1783,  married  Cynthia  Miner 
October  6,  1815.  Benjamin,  born  March  30, 
1786,  married  Betsey  Otis,  of  Montville,  in 
1814.  Lydia,  born  March  15,  1788.  died  at 
an  advanced  age,  unmarried. 

(V)  Dyer  Harris,  son  of  Ephraim  and 
Lydia  (Beebe)  Harris,  and  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Montville,  Conn., 
June  9,  1771,  and  in  179b  married  Temperance 
daughter  of  Elijah  Watrous.  He  resided  in 
Saybrook  until  1801,  then  in  Killingworth  un- 
til 7810:  in  Guilford  two  years;  and  then 
in  Windsor,  Conn.,  where  he  died  Janu- 
ary to,  1823.  He  was  a successful  farmer, 
and  was  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
Mis  wife  was  born  at  Savbrook  October 
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7,  1780,  and  died  in  Guildford,  Ohio,  No- 
vember 5,  1848.  This  worthy  couple  had  born 
to  them  children  as  follows:  Samuel,  born 

August  23,  1797,  married  Mabel  Gibbs,  of 
Suffielcl,  Conn.;  Nancy,  born  March  20,  1799, 
married  William  Terry,  and  for  her  second 
husband  Julius  A.  Dowd  ; Betsey,  born  March 
23,  1801,  died  December  28,  1822,  in  Windsor, 
Conn. ; Mary,  born  July  16,  1803,  married  Jan- 
uary 15,  1829,  David  D.  Dowd;  Elijah  W., 
born  March  22,  1805,  married  Angeline  Dowd 
June  5,  1828;  Ephraim,  born  April  8,  1807, 
married  Eliza  A.  Denslow  January  22,  1831  ; 
John,  born  December  31,  1808,  died  Novem- 
ber 3,  1822,  at  Windsor;  Elias  T.,  born  Oc- 
tober 3,  1 8 1 1 , married  Xirnena  M.  Grimes 
August  10,  1840;  Henry  H.  was  born  Novem- 
ber 25,  1814;  Ann  E.,  born  July  15,  1816, 
married  Horace  H.  Dowd,  and  died  in  Guild- 
ford, Ohio,  January  11,  1871;  Albert  Dyer, 
born  June  16,  1820,  married  Maria1  Bell  June 
11,  1845. 

(VI)  Henry  H.  Harris,  son  of  Dyer 
and  Temperance  (Watrous)  Harris  was  born 
November  25,  1814,  at  Windsor,  Conn.,  and 
there  grew  to  manhood,  afterward  removing 
to  Deep  River,  where  he  met  and  married 
Catherine  A.  Smith,  a daughter  of  Willis  B. 
and  Catherine  ( Towner)  Smith.  Mr.  Harris 
was  an  ivory  worker  by  trade,  was  engaged 
in  that  line  during  his  entire  life.  His  hon- 
ored wife,  who  was  born  in  1816  at  Deep 
River,  survived  him,  dying  in  1895  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry 
H.  Harris  were  consistent  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Deep  River.  They  had  a 
family  of  ten  children,  who  grew  up  to  do 
them  credit:  (1)  Sarah  W.,  born  April  8, 

1838,  in  Chester,  Conn.,  married  January  1, 
1862,  Henry  J.  Pelton,  of  Clinton,  Conn.,  who 
died  April  21,  1878.  He  was  born  July 
7,  1837,  enlisted  in  the  United  States 

navy  in  1862,  and  served  during  the  war 
on  several  vessels,  taking  part  in  many  of 
the  naval  engagements  of  the  Rebellion.  He 
was  with  Farragut  at  New  Orleans.  Later  he 
was  on  the  steamer  “Columbia,”  on  duty  in  the 
rivers  and  off  the  coast  of  North  and  South 
Carolina,  and  was  captured  in  an  engagement, 
and  confined  in  Libby  prison  for  six  months. 
After  his  release  he  was  stationed  in  East  Bos- 
ton. and  had  charge  of  the  construction  of  the 
Monitor  “Nausett,”  which  upon  completion 


was  taken  in  tow  to  Philadelphia.  This  was 
about  at  the  time  of  the  close  of  the  war,  when 
Mr.  Pelton  was  honorably  discharged.  He 
then  entered  the  merchant  service,  and  was 
chief  engineer  for  eleven  years  of  the  steamer 
“Cleopatra,”  running  between  New  York,  Ha- 
vana and  Mexico'.  Mr.  Pelton  never  fully  re- 
covered from  the  effects  of  his  arduous  and 
continuous  naval  service,  and  his  confinement 
in  prison,  and,  dying  at  the  early  age  of  forty- 
one  years,  left  to  his  family  as  a,  legacy,  the  re- 
cord of  an  honorable  name,  and  courage  and 
devotion  to  duty,  both  in  time  of  war  and 
peace.  He  was  a member  of  Mather  Post,  G. 
A.  R.,  of  Deep  River.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pel- 
ton  came  three  children — (a)  Carrie  L.,  born 
September  25,  1862,  was  married  October  19, 
1881,  to  Frank  L.  Watrous,  of  Clinton,  Conn., 
and  had  one  son,  Leon  H.,  born  Septem- 
ber 9,  1882,  who  lives  with  his  grandmother, 
Mrs.  Pelton.  His  father  resides  in  Clinton, 
Conn.  Mrs.  Watrous  died  May  25,  1898.  (b) 
Eugene  H.,  born  August  9,  1865,  was  married 
October  14,  1897,  to  Mattie  M.  Ventres, 
daughter  of  Alexander  H..  and  Sarah  M. 
(Brainerd)  Ventres,  of  Moodus,  East  Had- 
dam.  Conn.  Mrs.  Eugene  H.  Pelton  died  in 
May,  1901.  He  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
Pratt,  Read  & Co.,  at  Deep  River,  for  over 
eighteen  years,  and  is  in  the  “Ivory  Layer”  or 
finishing  department  of  that  company.  He 
lives  with  his  mother  in  Deep  River.  -(c) 
Frank  Lewis,  born  June  8,  1867,  is  engaged  in 
the  comb  department  of  the  West  Factory  of 
the  Pratt,  Read  & Co.,  where  he  has  been  em- 
ployed for  five  years.  (2)  Elizabeth  Nancy, 
now  residing  in  Deep  River  was  born  in  Ches- 
ter, Conn.,  Okrtober  7,  1839.  On  January  1, 
1868,  she  married  Marshall  Comstock,  who 
died  October  30,  1888.  Mr.  Comstock  was 
prominently  identified  with  the  towns1  of  Es- 
sex and  Chester.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Comstock  & Dickinson  Ivory  Company,  of 
Centerbrook,  for  a number  of  years,  and  when 
that  company  discontinued  business  came  to 
Deep  River,  as  the  superintendent  of  the  West 
Factory  of  the  Pratt,  Read  & Co.,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
a selectman  for  years,  and  was  much  inter- 
ested in  the  welfare  of  the  town.  He  was  a 
Republican,  politically,  a man  of  excellent  judg- 
ment, and  was  greatly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  was  born  at  Centerbrook, 
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1 Conn.,  in  September,  1S33.  (3)  Catherine 

Ann,  born  July  6,  1842,  at  Chester,  Conn.,  died 
September  22,  1866.  (4)  Thurber  L.,  whose 

sketch  closes  this  review  of  the  Harris  family, 
is  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  (5)  Samuel  T., 
born  March  27,  1847,  died  May  29,  1875. 
(6)  Ellen  M.,  born  September  16,  1848,  was 
married  June  5,  1872,  to  Wildey  P.  Hoadley, 
of  Deep  River.  (7)  Charles  A.,  born  June 
10,  1850,  died  August  5,  1873.  (8)  Evaline, 

born  May  13,  1852,  was  married  November 
24,  1S80,  tc  E.  Curtis  Southworth  of  Deep 
River.  (9)  Wilbur  R.,  born  May  3,  1854, 
was  married  December  20,  1876,  to  Hattie  E. 
Gladding,  who:  was  born  July  8,  1857,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Nancy  (Buckingham)  Glad- 
ding. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilbur  R.  Harris 
have  been  born  five  children — Anna  May,  born 
December  13,  1878,  who  married  August  30, 
1899,  Clayton  Deuse,  of  Chester,  Conn.,  and 
has  had  two  children,  James  Henry  (deceased) 
and  Lyman  Odell  (born  January  6,  1902)  ; 
Archie  B.,  born  May  21,  1886;  Hazel  Gladding, 
born  September  25,  1888;  Ora  Katherine,  born 
October  15,  1890;  and  Donald  Wilbur,  born 
March  23,  1899.  (10)  Frank  A.,  born  Octo^ 

ber  8,  1856,  was  married  November  15,  1883, 
to  Fannie  G.  Safifery,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Huxstep)  Safifery,  of  Chester, 
Conn.,  and  resides  in  Deep  River,  where  he 
is  engaged  as  a skilled  workman  in  the  piano 
key  department  of  the  Pratt,  Read  & Co. 

Mrs.  Henry  H.  Harris'  was  one  of  a large 
family,  the  other  members  being  Henry,  of 
Minnesota  (deceased)  ; Willis  B.,  Jr.,  of  Min- 
nesota, (deceased)  ; Oliver,  of  Maryland,  (de- 
ceased) ; Harrison,  of  Philadelphia,  (de- 
ceased) ; Wilson,  of  Bridgeport;  William,  of 
Dakota  ; Ezra,  of  Dakota  ; Horace,  of  Moose- 
head,  Minn.;  and  Evaline,  (deceased). 

Thurber  L.  Harris  resides  in  the  old  home- 
stead in  Deep  River  in  which  both  his  father 
and  mother  died,  and  where  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Comstock,  keeps  house  for  him.  He  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources  very  early  in 
life,  beginning  work  in  the  Pratt,  Read  & Co. 
factory  where  his  father  was  employed,  when 
hut  ten  years  of  age.  After  nine  years’  faith- 
ful service  with  that  company  he  removed  to 
Essex,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Comstock, 
Cheney  Co.,  one  year,  and  the  Dickinson  Ivory 
Company  three  years.  He  then  returned  to 
Deep  River,  and  after  being  with  the  Pratt, 


Read  & Co.  two  years,  was  made  the  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Dickinson  Ivory  Com- 
pany, in  Essex,  and  retained  that  position  for 
three  years,  when  he  associated  himself  again 
with  the  Pratt,  Read  & Co.,  who  have  the 
largest  ivory  factory  in  this  section  o>f  the  coun- 
try. He  has  been  superintendent  of  the  West 
factory  for  ten  successive  years.  From  the 
bottom  of  the  ladder,  he  has  steadily  worked 
his  way  to  the  top,  by  patient  industry,  untir- 
ing zeal,  and  faithful  performance  of  duty. 
His  brother,  Wilbur  R.,  is  his  right  hand 
man,  a most  excellent  workman,  and  the  effi- 
cient foreman  of  the  West  factory.  Of  neces- 
sity, Mr.  Harris  has  had  but  little  opportun- 
ity to  devote  himself  to  study,  but  has  made 
the  most  of  whatever  .chance  he  has  had  in 
that  direction,  and  the  results  speak  well  for 
his  native  ability.  He  takes  a deep  interest 
in  providing  advantages  for  others,  as  his  work 
for  four  years  upon  the  school  board  testifies. 
For  four  years  he  was  third  selectman,  and 
for  one  year  first  selectman,  representing  the 
Democratic  party  in  each  instance,  he  being  a 
faithful  member  of  that  organization.  Since 
1875  Mr.  Harris  has  been  a member  of  Trinity 
Lodge,  No.  43,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Deep  River, 
and  he  has  been  treasurer  thereof  for  eight 
years.  In  this  organization,  as  well  as  among 
his  accpiaintances,  he  enjoys  a well-earned 
popularity,  and  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  the  community. 

ROBERT  H.  COMSTOCK.  The  name 
which  our  subject  bears  with  dignity  and  honor 
is  one  of  the  old  and  respected  ones  in  Essex, 
Middlesex  county,  where  for  years  it  has  been 
so  inseparably  connected  with  the  manufactur- 
ing interests  of  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  Comstock  was  born  June  27,  1853,  in 
that  part  of  the  town  of  Essex  since  known  as 
Ivoryton,  a son  of  Samuel  Merritt  and  Har- 
riet (Hovey)  Comstock.  He  had  superior  ed- 
ucational advantages,  having  enjoyed  training 
at  the  Russell  Military  School,  of  New  Haven, 
and  later  a thorough  course  at  Williston  Sem- 
inary, East  Hampton,  Mass.,  where  he  grad- 
uated in  1871.  Upon  his  return  to  Essex  he 
resolved  to  understand  the  practical  side  of  the 
business,  and  accordingly  he  entered  the  Ivory- 
ton  faetorv  as  a workman,  so  continuing  for 
a year  or  two,  when  he  entered  the  office. 
Since  1901  he  has  been  president  of  the 
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Comstock  Cheney  & Co.,  their  great  estab- 
lishment employing  between  600  and  700  men, 
one  of  the  greatest  industries  of  the  State. 

In  politics  Mr.  Comstock  is  a Republican, 
but  he  is  more  interested  in  the  advancement 
of  the  interests  of  his  section  than  in  politics. 
In  June,  1899,  the  company  made  a proposi- 
tion to  the  town,  to  the  effect  that  the  company 
would  give  $3,00  toward  a suitable  school 
building,  provided  the  town  would  appropriate 
a like  amount.  Mrs.  E.  A.  Northrup,  a sister 
of  our  subject,  also  offered  to  donate  a tract  of 
land  adjoining  the  old  school  as  the  site  for  the 
new  building.  The  town  gladly  accepted  these 
generous  offers,  and  has  now  a handsome  and 
commodious  edifice,  in  place  of  the  old  one, 
which  was  purchased  by  the  company  for 
$500,  although  its  value  was  not  more  than 
Si  50;  this  sum  was  used  in  providing  furnish- 
ings for  the  new  school.  The  matter  of  build- 
ing was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  school  board 
of  Ivoryton,  this  board  being  composed  of : 
Robert  H.  Comstock,  chairman;  H.  Wooster 
Webber,  secretary  and  treasurer;  E.  J.  Norton 
and  C.  P.  Jones. 

On  June  2,  1880,  Mr.  Comstock  was  mar- 
ried to  Rachel  Cleveland  Kelsey,  who  was  born 
in  Deep  River,  a daughter  of  Charles  Kelsey, 
a native  of  Killingworth.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  two  children,  Ethel  Cleveland  and 
Robert  H.,  Jr.  Mr.  Comstock  is  much  inter- 
ested in  golf,  and  is  president  of  the  Petti- 
paug  Golf  Club,  of  Essex,  where  he  takes 
needed  recreation  from  his  arduous  duties. 
Possessing  much  of  the  executive  capacity  of 
his  father,  he  also  has  the  good  judgment  and 
practical  ideas  which  make  him  the  efficient 
head  of  a great  industry. 

CAPT.  ANTHONY  COOB  KRETZ- 
MER, a well-known  vessel  owner  and  coal 
dealer  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county  is  one 
of  those  sturdy  individuals  who  have  made  for 
themselves  a name  and  fortune  amid  the  strange 
surroundings  of  the  New  World.  He  was 
born  January  10,  1851,  in  the  Province  of 
Hanover,  Germany,  youngest  child  of  Anthony 
C.  and  Anna  (Kretzmer)  Kretzmer,  both  of 
whom  lived  and  died  in  that  vicinity.  The  fa- 
ther was  a shipbuilder,  living  in  a small  place 
whose  sole  industry  was  the  construction  of 
sea-going  craft.  Besides  Anthony  C.,  he  had 
four  children,  namely:  Margaret,  now  the 


widow  of  John  Frieze  (who  was  lost  in  the 
North  sea)  residing  in  Jersey  City;  Mainz,  a 
retired  merchant  in  New  York;  Lena,  wife  of 
Ferdinand  Lippman,  of  Hoboken;  and  John,  a 
New  York  merchant. 

By  the  death  of  his  mother,  when  he  was 
only  two  and  one-half  years  old,  the  young- 
est child  was  deprived  of  the  love  and  sym- 
pathy which  only  a mother  can  give.  The  fa- 
ther had  been  at  one  time  possessed  of  means, 
but  financial  reverses  reduced  him  to  a humble 
position,  and  the  son  was  early  compelled  to 
struggle  to  sustain  his  existence.  At  the  age 
of  ten  years  he  went  to  sea,  but  continued  to 
attend  school  in  his  native  place  during  the 
winter  months  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age.  From  that  time  on  he  was  steadily  em- 
ployed as  a sailor,  visiting  the  ports  of  north- 
ern Europe  and  becoming  familiar  with  many 
countries  beside  his  own.  At  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen years,  in  1868,  he  shipped  as  an  ap- 
prentice on  the  steamer  “Baltimore,”  and  first 
set  foot  on  American  soil  at  the  city  of  Balti- 
more. Returning  to  Bremen,  he  there  shipped 
on  board  the  steamer  “America,”  in  which 
he  came  to  New  York,  where  he  left  the  vessel 
and  made  arrang-ements  to  abide  in  this  coun- 
try. He  did  not,  however,  abandon  naviga- 
tion, shortly  going  to.  work  on  the  tug"  “‘Julius 
Grant,”  of  Elizabethport,  N.  J.,  which  was  en- 
gaged in  towing  about  the  adjacent  waters. 
His  next  engagement  was  on  the  schooner, 
“William  Morrill,”  of  the  same  city,  which 
was  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade,  and  he  has 
ever  since  been  engaged  in  that  line  of  enter- 
prise. He  was  employed  on  the  schooner  “Cal- 
ista,”  of  Rockland,  Maine,  when  she  conveyed 
the  first  load  of  stone  intended  for  the  Brook- 
lyn bridge  from  Faulkner’s  Island,  Maine. 
Capt.  Kretzmer  sailed  ini  different  capacities 
and  at  various  times,  on  the  “Gill,”  of  Port- 
land, Maine,  and  the  “Allen,”  “Olivia  Scho- 
field” and  “John  Ward,”  all  of  New  York. 

With  the  thrifty  nature  of  his  ancestors 
Capt.  Kretzmer  had,  by  this  time  (1872),  laid 
aside  some  means  toward  embarking  in  busi- 
ness for  himself,  and  he  purchased  the  Erie  ca- 
nal boat  “Lynn,”  which  he  operated  successful- 
ly several  years.  On  this  craft  he  first  set  up 
housekeeping,  and  continued  to  reside  upon 
it  for  several  years.  He  soon  came  into  pos- 
session of  the  “Ethan  Murphy,”  and  subse- 
quently  built  the  “A.  C.  Kretzmer,”  the  “Lena 
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Lutman”  and  the  “John  Valiant,”  and  also 
owned  the  “Lucy  Van  Order"  and  the  steamer 
“Notter.”  When  he  left  the  canal,  Capt. 
Kretzmer  established  himself  in  Kingston,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  became  superintendent  of  the  ce- 
ment works  of  Sherman,  Weeks  & Co-.  The 
subsequent  failure  of  this  establishment  caused 
him  much  pecuniary  loss,  as  he  had  sold  two 
boats  to  the  firm,  which  were  not  paid  for,  and 
had  also  loaned  considerable  sums  to  residents 
of  the  neighborhood,  whose  prosperity  de- 
pended upon  their  steady  employment  by  Sher- 
man, Weeks  & Co-.  Besides  this,  his  indus- 
trious wife  had  maintained  a boarding  house 
for  the  employes,  and  suffered  a loss  through 
their  inability  to  pay  her ' hard-earned  dues. 
A partial  compensation  for  his  losses  was  rep- 
resented by  the  recovery  of  the  two  boats  sold 
to  the  bankrupt  firm,  and  his  fleet  was  further 
augmented  by  the  purchase  of  the  steamer 
“Notter,”  which  he  had  previously  owned. 
These  were  employed  in  the  transportation  of 
cement  to  the  fortifications  then  in  progress  of 
construction  at  Sandy  Hook.  The  captain  also 
carried  grain  to  Hartford  and  Middletown, 
and  formed  associations  which  led  to  his  loca- 
tion at  the  latter  point. 

In  1890  Capt.  Kretzmer  purchased  the 
present  handsome  home  of  the  family,  on 
Farm  Hill,  formerly  known  as  the  “Brazos 
place,”  and  there  took  up  his  residence  in  Mav 
1890.  The  place  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  delightful  locations  in  Middletown,  and  is 
the  abode  of  a generous  hospitality.  In  the  fall 
of  1898  Capt.  Kretzmer  bought  tire  dock  prop- 
erty of  George  A.  Coles,  at  Middletown, 
which  he  immediately  proceeded  to  improve, 
and  it  has  been  chiefly  utilized  in  the  accommo- 
dation of  his  rapidly-increasing  coal  trade.  His 
stock  is  transported  from  tidewater  ports  in  his 
own  vessels,  stored  in  his  own  docks,  and 
handled  during  his  absence  by  the  members  of 
his  family,  who  evince  thorough  business  ap- 
titude. Capt.  Kretzmer  is  thus  free  to  give  his 
attention  chiefly  to  his  extensive  shipping  in- 
terests, and  lie  continues  to>  make  voyages  dur- 
ing the  navigation  season,  his  fleet  including  at 
this  time  the  “Lucy  Van  Order,”  the  “Notter” 
and  the  “John  C.  Sheehan.” 

On  August  31,  1872,  in  Jersey  City,  Capt. 
Kretzmer  was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  Prange, 
a native  of  Sebbenhausen,  Hanover,  Germany, 
horn  April  19,  1849,  daughter  of  Frederick 


and  Sophia  (Vorrensand)  Prange.  Her  fa- 
ther, a farmer,  lived  and  died  in  Germany.  Of 
his  family  of  three  children  Mrs.  Kretzmer  is 
the  eldest ; the  others,  Richard  and  Elizabeth, 
are  both  residents  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  the 
latter  being  the  wife  of  Henry  Niendick.  Mrs, 
Kretzmer  came  alone  to  the  United  States  in 
the  spring  of  1866,  making  the  voyage  from 
Bremen  to  New  York  in  the  sailing  vessel 
“Richard”  in  five  weeks.  She  was  employed  in 
a fine  family  of  Jersey  City,  whose  members 
took  a kindly  interest  in  her,  and  her  mar- 
riage took  place  in  this  home,  after  a thorough 
investigation  of  Capt.  Kretzmer’s  character  by 
her  employer.  It  was  her  savings  which 
brought  her  brother  and  sister  to  this  country, 
and  she  may  take  just  pride  in  the  fact  that 
both  are  now  well  settled  in  America.  Mrs. 
Kretzmer  may  also  take  pride  in  the  intelli- 
gence and  business  capacity  of  her  children. 
The  eldest,  Anthony  F.,  born  in  Niantic, 
Conn.,  June  11,  1874,  is  interested  in  the  ship- 
ping business  with  his  father  and  resides  in 
Jersey  City;  he  married  Miss  Mary  Kretzmer. 
Mary  Elizabeth,  the  second,  died  when  a child. 
Lillie  L.,  born  in  Jersey  City  April  8,  1878,  at- 
tended school  in  Middletown  and  later  took  a 
course  in  the  Middletown  Business  College; 
she  lives  at  home.  Minor  Garfield,  born  May 
26,  1880,  in  Little  Falls,  N.  Y.,  is  the  active 
manager  of  the  local  business  of  his  father. 
Agnes  Sherman,  born  July  9,  1883,  at  Kings- 
ton, N.  Y.,  took  a general  course  in  the  Mid- 
dletown Business  College,  and  is  now  keep- 
ing books  for  her  father.  Stephen  Sherman, 
born  November  6,  1884,  at  Kingston,  N.  Y., 
has  been  a student  of  the  Middletown  public 
schools  and  the  Middletown  Business  College. 
All  these  children,  as  well  as  the  parents,  are 
members  of  the  North  Congregational  Church 
of  Middletown. 

Capt.  Kretzmer  is  in  sympathy  with  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and,  while 
maintaining  the  intelligent  interest  in  public 
affairs  which  becomes  every  good  citizen,  has 
not  been  active  in  political  matters,  lie  is  in- 
terested in  the  fraternal  and  benevolent  work 
of  the  great  orders,  and  is  identified  with  the 
Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows  societies,  being  a 
member  of  Doric  Lodge,  No.  280,  A.  F.  & A. 
M.,  of  New  York;  Herman  Chapter.  No.  57, 
R.  A.  M.,  of  Kingston,  N.  Y. ; Kondout  Com- 
mandcrv,  No  52,  K.  T.,  of  Rondout,  N.  Y., 
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and  Mecca  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  New 
York.  i 1 

As  a citizen  Capt.  Kretzmer  has  high  ideals 
and  lives  up  to  them.  His  daily  life  is  the  ex- 
emplification of  a high  type  of  citizenship. 
Progressive  in  the  full  sense,  he  is  an  earnest 
advocate  and  strong  supporter  of  all  move- 
ments whose  object  is  the  advancement  of  the 
general  welfare,  particularly  so'  in  the  matter 
of  education,  which  he  estimates  highly.  To 
all  his  children  he  has  afforded  abundant  op- 
portunities for  the  cultivation  of  their  natural 
gifts,  and  they  have  evinced  a proper  appre- 
ciation of  this  fact  by  making  exemplary  pro- 
gress. Personally  the  Captain  is  a genial  man, 
kind-hearted  and  hospitable,  plain-going  and 
modest,  and,  unlike  most  men  who  have  fol- 
lowed the  water,  is  controlled  by  a fineness  of 
feeling  which  banishes  profanity  or  vulgarity 
from  his  lips.  His  chief  pleasure  is  in  the  so- 
ciety of  his  family,  one  of  which  any  father 
might  feel  proud,  and  in  whom  the  principles 
of  industry  have  been  instilled  and  certainly 
exist.  Fortunate  in  his  selection  of  a wife, 
who  shares  credit  in  the  rearing  of  the  fam- 
ily and  the  financial  success  of  her  husband, 
he  finds  in  her  a wise  counselor  and  untiring 
helpmeet.  In  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow- 
men  Capt.  Kretzmer  has  always  been  mindful 
of  the  rights  of  others.  While  his  accumu- 
lations have  been  more  than  ordinary,  their  ac- 
quisition has  not  been  characterized  by  greed 
or  unscrupulous  practices.  Many  incidents  in 
his  life  go  to  show  the  opposite  tendency,  and 
his  keen  regard  for  fairness  and  consistency. 
His  practice  of  the  precept  “Live  and  let  live’’ 
has  gained  him  many  friends,  and  gives  added 
value  to  his  well-merited  prosperity. 

;■  ■ . 1 j 

WILLIAM  CHAPMAN  was  during  his 
lifetime  a very  successful  and  well-known 
farmer  of  the  eastern  part  of  Westbrook,  Mid- 
dlesex county.  He  was  a scion  of  one  of  the 
honorable  old  families  of  New  England,  trac- 
ing his  ancestry  back  to  Robert,  the  first  Amer- 
ican settler,  who  came  from  Hull,  England,  in 
1635,  his  son,  Deacon  Nathaniel,  being  the 
direct  ancestor  of  our  subject. 

Nathaniel  Chapman,  born  February  16, 
1653,  tnarried  (first)  Mary  Collins,  of  Guil- 
ford, and  (second)  Hannah  Bates.  The  chil- 
dren of  these  unions  were:  Nathaniel  (who  j 

died  young),  Nathaniel,  Daniel,  John  (by  first 


marriage),  Mary,  Hannah,  Phineas,  Caleb  and 
Anne.  That  Nathaniel  Chapman  was  held  in 
high  estimation  by  his  fellow  citizens  is  evi- 
dent from  the  fact  that  for  many  years  he 
was  a deacon  in  the  church  in  Saybrook,  and 
represented  the  town  in  the  General  Court  at 
twenty-four  sessions,  from  May  15,  1697,  to 
October  10,  1723.  He  became  a very  large 
landholder,  owning  land  at  Saybrook,  and 
fifteen  hundred  acres  at  Hebron,  Conn.  His 
son  Nathaniel  was  the  next  in  the  present  fam- 
ily line. 

Nathaniel  Chapman  (2),  born  in  168 5, 
married  Elizabeth  Spencer,  and  reared  two 
children,  Ichabod  and  Nathaniel. 

Ichabod  Chapman  was  born  in  October, 
1710,  married  for  his  first  wife  Rachel  Dibble, 
and  for  his  second  Hannah  Jones.  He  died 
in  1755.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  three 
children:  Daniel,  Elizabeth  and  Elizabeth 

(2).  Those  of  the  second  union  were  Rachel, 
William,  Jeremiah,  Ezra,  Hannah,  and  Daniel. 

William  Chapman,  the  father  of  William, 
our  subject  was  a prosperous  farmer  of  east 
Westbrook  and  was  born  there  August  12, 
1745.  The  place  is  now  occupied  by  his  great- 
grandson,  Elbert  Stevens.  In  January,  1764, 
he  maried  Lydia  Ingham,  who  died  in  1823, 
his  own  death  taking  place  in  1828.  The  chil- 
dren of  this  union  were : Lydia  married  a 

farmer  in  Saybrook,  Oliver  Chalker;  Sabra 
married  Moses  Chalker,  and  lived  in  West- 
brook; Hannah  married  Nathaniel  Clark; 
Mary  married  Amasa  Ingham,  and  lived  in 
Saybrook ; Elizabeth  maried  Reuben  Bushnell, 
and  lived  in  New  York;  Anna  married  Nathan 
Bushnell,  and  lived  in  Madison;  William  is 
the  subject  proper  of  this  biography. 

William  Chapman  was  born  in  the  old 
home  in  Westbrook  August  1,  1784,  and  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  his  section. 
Among  the  residents  of  this  part  of  New  Eng- 
land was  a desire  for  greater  advantages  than 
were  ever  afforded  by  the  district  schools,  and 
many  private  institutions  were  conducted  by 
men  of  great  scholarship,  where  the  higher 
branches  were  thoroughly  taught.  To  one  of 
these  private  schools,  located  near  where  the 
present  Congregational  Church  now  stands, 
William  Chapman  was  sent.  Remaining  on 
the  home  farm,  he  assisted  his  father,  and  be- 
came the  prop  of  his  parents  in  their  declining 
years.  Before  his  death  the  father  gave  to 
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his  other  children  an  equivalent  for  the  farm, 
iresenting  William  with  the  estate,  at  that 
ime  not  a large  one.  From  time  to  time, 
lowever,  Mr.  Chapman  added  land,  until  at 
he  time  of  his  death  he  was  one  of  the  large 
anded  proprietors  of  the  county.  In  addi- 
ion  to  farming  he  was  interested  in  the  ex- 
ellent  fishing  opportunities  of  the  time  and 
ocality,  making  a very  successful  business  of 
this.  During  life  he  had  ever  been  a careful, 
'rugal  man,  making  his  investments  with  judg- 
nent,  so  that  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
ranked  among  the  most  substantial  men  of  the 
ocality.  In  these  days  of  speculation  the  for- 
tunes which  in  those  days  were  so  slowly  ac- 
tumulated  seem  but  small,  but  the  self-denial 
and  persistent  energy  that  enabled  an  agricult- 
urist to  become  a man  of  wealth  deserves  more 
than  passing  comment.  William  Chapman 
oassed  away  in  May,  1874,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety  years,  having  lived  through  some  of 
the  most  remarkable  times  of  the  world’s  his- 
tory. A man  of  most  exemplary  life,  he  was 
I well  preserved  for  his  years,  retaining  all  his 
; faculties  to  the  end,  though  a stroke  of  paralysis 
I gradually  weakened  him.  As  a Whig  he  had 
j fought  many  wordy  battles,  and  later  became 
fan  ardent  Republican,  and  he  never  omitted 
exercising  his  right  of  suffrage.  While  still 
I a young  man  Mr.  Chapman  joined  the  Congre- 
j gational  Church,  where  he  was  a constant  at- 
tendant, and  of  which,  through  life,  he  was  a 
ready  and  cheerful  supporter.  To  a member  of 
the  same  religious  denomination,  Anne  Kelsey, 
daughter  of  James  Kelsey,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  January  8,  1815  ; she  died  November 
23,  1849.  To  this  worthy  couple  came : Will- 
iam, born  in  1816,  was  a self-educated  physi- 
cian; lie  was  located  for  a time  in  Westbrook, 
and  later  moved  to  Bangor,  Mich.,  where  he 
remained  some  years;  taken  ill  there,  he  re- 
turned to  Westbrook,  and  died  in  1857.  Elihu 
was  a farmer  and  lived  in  Westbrook,  on  the 
homestead,  where  he  died  in  1885.  Emily 
Ann  is  deceased.  One  died  in  infancy.  Al- 
vin married  Laura  Wright,  and  is  a resident 
of  Bangor,  Mich.  Benjamin  is  deceased.  Su- 
san, born  May  24,  1835,  was  married  in 

March,  1863,  to  Richard  Hammond  Stevens. 

Richard  Hammond  Stevens  resides  in 
Westbrook,  where  lie  is  a farmer,  a deacon  in 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  a prominent 
man  in  the  affairs  of  the  town.  He  and  his 


wife  have  had  the  following  children : May 

C,  born  in  1871,  married  Walter  Lay,  of  Say- 
brook,  a graduate  of  Yale  Medical  School, 
class  of  1901,  and  died  at  her  parental  home 
September  9,  1901.  Elbert,  born  in  1873,  in 
1893  married  Lena  Dibble,  daughter  of  Giles 
Dibble  a native  of  Westbrook,  who  died  in 
1901.  Mrs.  Dibble  was  Emily  Ernestine, 
daughter  of  John  M.  Miesburg.  Elbert 
Stevens  lives  on  the  Chapman  home  in  West- 
brook, where  he  carries  on  farming  and  also 
follows  the  business  of  fishing,  marketing  in 
New  London  and  elsewhere.  The  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevens  are  Elihu  Chap- 
man, bom  October  18  1895  ; and  Harold  Mor- 
ton, born  January  23,  1898. 

FISK  SHAILER,  a highly  respected  and 
well  known  citizen  of  Chester,  is  a descendant 
of  an  old  family  of  Middlesex  county,  and  was 
born  May  16,  1829,  in  Shailerville,  in  the  town 
of  Haddam,  son  of  Fisk  and  Hope  (Ventres) 
Shailer. 

Mr.  Shailer  lost  his  father  when  but  eight 
weeks  old,  and  lived  at  the  home  in  Haddam, 
with  his  mother  and  only  brother,  Henry  L., 
until  he  was  fifteen  years  old.  His  education 
was  obtained  at  the  Brainerd  Academy,  Profs. 
Snow  and  Benton  being  among  his  teachers. 
In  1845  he  came  to  Chester,  and  was  employed 
in  the  “Stone  store,’’  occupied  by  Gideon 
Parker,  who  had  a general  store  and  post  office- 
his  duties  being  to  attend  to  customers  and 
sweep  out  the  store,  and  for  his  services  he  re- 
ceived $25  in  money,  and  his  board  and  lodg- 
ing, for  the  year.  The  following  year  he  went 
to  Deep  River  and  worked  for  Stephen  Jen- 
nings, a manufacturer  of  bits,  augers,  etc.,  re- 
maining there  until  1857,  with  the  exception 
of  one  year  when  he  was  employed  in  the  comb 
shop  of  George  Read  & Co.,  at  Deep  River. 

In  1857  Fisk  Shailer  went  to  Lockport, 
Mich.,  opposite  Three  Rivers,  and  there  was 
engaged,  in  company  with  others,  under  the 
name  of  J.  W.  French  & Co.,  in  the  manu- 
facture of  wooden  spokes  and  handles.  1 he 
hard  times  coming  on,  this  venture  proved  un- 
successful, and  in  November,  1859.  lie  returned 
to  Chester  and  entered  the  general  store  of 
Samuel  P.  Russell,  his  father-in-law.  where  he 
remained,  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper,  for  several 
years.  Poor  health  necessitated  his  abatnh  ning 
indoor  cmplovment.  and  he  secured  the  United 
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States  mail  contract,  driving  the  stage  between 
Deep  River  and  New  Haven  semi-weekly, 
carrying  the  mails  and  passengers.  This,  too, 
he  had  to  give  up  on  account  of  his  health.  In 
1865,  when  the  factory  of  the  Russell  Jennings 
Manufacturing  Company  was  removed  to 
Chester,  Mr.  Shailer  entered  the  employ  of 
that  firm,  doing  office  work.  At  that  time  his 
brother,  Henry  L.,  was  superintendent  and 
manager,  and  Fisk  was  made  an  inspector  of 
the  goods,  which  position  he  held  until  1888, 
when  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  all  work  on 
account  of  his  eyes.  For  a year  he  had  to  re- 
main idle,  and  in  1889  had  one  eye  operated 
upon  for  the  removal  of  a cataract,  which 
operation  was  partially  successful,  leaving 
him  the  use  of  only  one  eye,  the  sight  Of  the 
other  being  entirely  gone.  As  soon  as  he  was 
able  to  return  Mr.  Shailer  was  engaged  at  the 
factory  as  an  overseer,  where  he  remained  un- 
til November,  1901. 

On  November  9,  1857,  Fisk  Shailer  was 
married  to-  Mrs.  Mary  A.  (Russell)  Parks, 
widow  of  Robert  W.  Parks.  She  was  born 
February  6,  1829,  in  Branford,  Conn.,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  P.  and  Emerance  (Squire)  Rus- 
sell, and  was  brought  to  Chester  when  about 
two  years  old.  Samuel  P.  Russell  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Russell  & Beach,  foundry- 
men  of  Chester,  and  he  was  fully  identified 
during  his  life  with  the  best  interests  of  the 
town.  Mrs.  Shailer  is  an  invalid,  but  so  pa- 
tient in  her  suffering  as  to  doubly  endear  every- 
one to  her.  Three  children  came  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Shailer:  (1)  Samuel  R.,  born  February 

8,  1862,  married  May  1,  1885,  Grace  E.  Nor- 
ton, of  Haddam,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Tarn- 
son  (Treat)  Norton,  and  lives  in  Chester. 
They  have  two  children — Norman  Fisk,  born 
November  20,  1886,  and  Paul  N.,  born  No- 
vember 19,  1894.  (2)  Harriet  N.  J.,  born 

September  16,  1863,  cares  for  her  invalid 
mother  at  home.  (3)  Henry  Fisk,  born  June 
17,  1867,  married  February  12,  1900,  Lillie 
A.  House,  and  lives  in  Chester.  They  had  one 
child,  Elizabeth  Hope,  who  was  born  January 
8,  1901,  and  died  the  same  day.  Samuel  R. 
and  Henry  F.  Shailer  are  together  in  charge  of 
the  various  manufacturing  departments  of  the 
Russell  Jennings  Manufacturing  Company  in 
Chester. 

In  politics  Fisk  Shailer  is  a Republican, 
and  he  represented  Chester,  most  acceptably,  in 


the  State  Legislature,  in  1876,  serving  on  the 
committee  on  State  Prisons;  was  town  treas- 
urer of  Chester  several  years ; for  a time  on  the 
South  school  district  committee,  and  was  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  school  twenty  years. 
Mr.  Shailer  is,  and  has  been  since  its  organi- 
zation, a director  in  the  Chester  Savings  Bank. 

In  religious  matters  he  is  an  active  Baptist, 
and  was  a deacon  and  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  church  from  1870  to  1890.  The  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  him  has  been  the  re- 
sult of  his  untiring  efforts,  in  spite  of  poor 
health  and  failing  eyesight,  and  too  much 
praise  cannot  be  accorded  him.  In  his  busi- 
ness relations,  in  the  church,  among  his 
friends,  Mr.  Shailer  is  known  as  the  soul  of 
honesty,  a man  of  genial  manners  and  unusual 
parts,  and  he  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
all. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  BEEBE  (deceased), 
for  a number  of  years  a respected  resident  of 
Portland,  Middlesex  county,  was  born  in 
Lyme,  New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  in  1819,  and 
died  in  November,  1886.  His  parents,  James 
and  Phoebe  (Swaney)  Beebe,  were  old  resi- 
dents of  Lyme  and  Hadlyme.  The  father 
died  when  William  H.  was  only  eight  years 
old.  There  were  three  children  in  the  family, 
one  son  and  two  daughters : Sarah  M.,  who  , 

married  Augustus  Chapman,  and  Almira,  who  ; 
married  Wolcott  Chapman.  James  Beebe  , 
learned  the  joiner’s  trade. 

After  his  father’s  death  William  H.  Beebe 
was  “put  out”  at  eight  years  o f age,  to  a fam- 
ily that  consisted  of  two  maiden  ladies  and 
two  bachelors.  His  ambitions  leading  him 
away  from  the  life  of  a farmer,  he  came  to  1 
Portland  when  a lad  of  but  seventeen  years,  j 
and  entered  the  employ  of  what  is  now  the  ' 
Middlesex  Quarry  Company,  through  all  the  i 
changes  of  proprietors  remaining  in  that  ser-  i 
vice  for  more  than  fifty  years.  He  helped  to  : 
support  his  widowed  mother,  who  lived  to  be  i 
over  seventy,  and  died  at  Portland  where  her 
home  had  been  with  her  son  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Beebe  had  no  chance  at  school,  and  picked 
up  most  of  his  education.  On  coming  to  Port- 
land he  hired  out  to’  Timothy  Russell,  in  the  , 
quarry,  and  made  such  a faithful  record  that 
Mr.  Russell  paid  him  more  than  the  wages  1 
they  had  agreed  upon.  Thus  hopefully  he  be-  j 
gan  a business  career  that  lasted  more  than  1 
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fifty  years.  At  one  time  he  was  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  in  Middletown  with  David 
Hale,  but  this  was  only  for  a short  period. 
For  a few  years  previous  to  his  death  he  was 
connected  with  the  Shaler  & Hall  quarry.  For 
four  terms  he  was  a member  of  the  State  Leg- 
islature during  the  sessions  of  1871-72  and  in 
1880-81.  He  was  selectman  and  town  quarry 
agent  for  many  years,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  a director  in  the  Middlesex  Quarry, 
the  Middlesex  County  Bank  of  Middletown, 
and  the  Iowa  Mortgage  Company.  The  first 
home  Mr.  Beebe  ever  owned  was  one  he  built 
on  Mulberry  street  in  Portland,  and  in  1880 
he  removed  to  the  present  home  of  the  family 
on  Main  street,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  and  where  his  widow  still  lives.  This 
house  is  one  of  the  more  elegant  homes  of  the 
town. 

Mr.  Beebe  was  married  December  25, 
1846,  in  the  old  Episcopal  Church  at  Portland, 
to  Miss  Sarah  Smith,  a native  of  Portland,  born 
September  22,  1824,  daughter  of  Capt.  Daniel 
and  Jennette  (Ware)  Smith.  Her  father  was 
a farmer  and  a tanner  at  Portland,  and  was  a 
captain  in  the  State  militia.  He  was  the  fa- 
ther of  five  sous  and  six  daughters,  Mrs.  Beebe 
being  his  youngest  daughter.  She  is  still  liv- 
ing, and  bears  her  years  with  wonderful  ease, 
being  active  in  mind  and  body,  and  the  cen- 
ter of  many  warm  and  devoted  friendships. 

Mr.  Beebe  was  a Republican,  and  in  re- 
ligious connection  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  was  buried  in  Trinity  cemetery 
at  Portland.  He  was  in  every  respect  a thor- 
oughly self-made  man,  having  accumulated  a 
handsome  competence,  and  in  his  life  work  he 
was  greatly  assisted  by  his  estimable  wife. 
Mr.  Beebe  was  known  as  the  best  of  men,  and 
the  best  of  citizens  in  Portland,  and  exerted  an 
excellent  influence  in  his  community.  He  was 
a man  of  the  highest  character,  and  few  men 
of  Portland  have  been  more  universally  re- 
spected and  beloved. 

CHARLES  EVERETT  BLODGETT. 
Among  the  old,  prominent  and  representative 
families  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  none  de- 
serve more  extended  mention  than  that  of 
Blodgett,  a long  ancestral  line  showing  honest, 
upright  citizens,  who  in  every  generation  were 

identified  with  both  the  agricultural  and  relig- 
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ions  interests  of  the  communities  in  which  they 
made  a home. 

The  earliest  authentic  records  of  this  fam- 
ily indicate  that  the  brothers  Joshua,  Samuel, 
Daniel  and  Josiah  came  from  their  native  coun- 
try, England,  probably  on  the  ship  “Increase," 
the  head  of  the  family  being  Thomas  Blodgett, 
whose  wife  was  Susan.  Settlement  was  first 
made  at  Woburn,.  Mass,  whence  then  removed 
to  Stafford,  Conn.,  and  the  family  was  estab- 
lished in  Stafford  Hollow. 

Joshua  Blodgett,  son  of  Thomas,  with  his 
wife  Dinah  also  removed  from  Woburn,  Mass., 
and  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Stafford, 
Connecticut. 

Joshua  Blodgett,  son  of  Joshua,  born  Jan- 
uary 10,  1721-2,  was  the  first  male  child  born 
in  Stafford,  Conn.  His  death  took  place  Oc- 
tober 31,  1816,  in  the  same  place,  on  the  old 
homestead  farm  which  is  now  the  property  and 
residence  of  Arthur  L.  Blodgett.  Joshua  Blodg- 
ett was  married  November  2,  1749,  to  Hannah 
Alclen,  who  was  born  November  17/  1727, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Alden,  Esq.,  and  Abigail 
(Shaw)  Alden,  and  was  a lineal  descendant 
of  John  and  Priscilla  Alden,  of  Plymouth, 
Mass.,  of  “Mayflower”  fame.  Their  children 
were:  Joseph,  born  May  10,  1757,  gradu- 

ated from  Dartmouth  College  in  1783,  and  was 
ordained  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church 
at  Greenwich,  Mass.,  in  1786;  he  died  Novem- 
ber 26,  1833,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years, 
an  able  and  faithful  minister,  the  most  distin- 
guished of  an  honorable  family,  whose  other 
members  were:  Huldah,  born  June  19,  1750. 
in  Stafford,  married  a Mr.  Lillie,  and  moved 
to  Bethel,  Vt.  Joshua,  born  February  4,  1752, 
died  in  infancy.  Joshua,  born  October  2, 
1753,  died  in  childhood.  Abigail,  born  Octo- 
ber 31,  I755>  died  in  childhood.  Benjamin, 
born  May  18,  1759,  in  Stafford,  settled  in  Ran- 
dolph, Vt.  Alden,  horn  March  14,  1766,  in 
Stafford,  married  Sarah  Abbott  September  1 1. 
1788,  and  died  September  13,  1848.  Eli.  born 
August  22,  1768,  in  Stafford,  was  buried  in 
Stafford  village.  Daniel,  born  July  20,  1770, 
in  Stafford,  died  in  childhood.  Ezra,  born 
July  8.  1773,  in  Stafford,  settled  in  Michigan. 
Abigail,  born  February  to.  1761,  married  Dan- 
iel Moulton,  of  Monson,  Mass.  Hannah,  bom 
September  23,  17^)2.  married  Ebenezer  Thresh- 
er, of  Stafford.  Eleanor,  born  June  (>,  1704, 
in  Stafford,  married  Daniel  Abbott,  and  set- 
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tied  in  Stock-bridge,  Vt.  Olive,  born  March 
14,  1766,  in  Stafford,  married  a Mr.  Riddle, 
and  settled  in  Batavia,  New  York. 

Deacon  Alden  Blodgett,  son  of  Joshua,  was 
born  March  14,  1766,  in  Stafford,  Conn., 

where  he  died  September  13,  1848.  On  Sep- 
tember 11,  1 788,  he  married  Sarah  Abbott, 
who  was  born  August  31,  1764,  and  died  in 
Stafford  December  28,  1839.  The  old  farm 
which  was  his  inheritance  consisted  of  200 
acres,  on  the  east  branch  of  the  river,  near 
the  falls,  the  locality  now  known  as  Stafford 
Hollow,  the  decree  of  possession  from  the 
Colonial  commissioners  being  dated  May  13, 
1720.  Alden  Blodgett  carried  on  extensive 
farming  operations,  and  reared  a large  family. 
For  many  years  he  was  a deacon  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Stafford  Street.  His 
children  were:  Willard,  born  in  1789,  in  Staf- 
ford, Conn.,  married  Almira  Bliss  January  22, 
1814,  and  died  in  Sturbridge,  Mass.  Esther, 
born  October  12,  1790,  in  Stafford,  married 
Solva ' Converse  May  14,  1812,  died  in  Staf- 
ford Springs,  and  was  there  buried.  Daniel, 
born  January  25,  1793,  in  Stafford,  mar- 
ried Martha  Smith,  of  Monson,  Mass., 
January  5,  1820,  and  died  in  Stafford  May 
2,  1855.  Hannah,  born  in  Stafford  March 
6,  1795,  married  Deacon  Jacob  Leonard,  of 
Stafford,  April  17,  t 8 1 7 and  died  August  21, 
1827.  Sally,  born  in  Stafford  April  6,  1797, 
married  John  Leonard,  of  Stafford,  June  3, 
1819,  and  died  in  Auburn,  111.,  September  5, 
1884.  Alden,  born  in  Stafford  June  25,  1799, 
married  Elvira  Cady,  of  Stafford,  November 
23,  1824,  and  died  in  Warren,  Mass,  (where 
his  descendants  still  live),  in  August,  1869. 
Dr.  Joshua,  born  August  10,  1801,  in  Stafford, 
passed  his  life  there  in  the  successful  practice 
of  his  profession;  his  first  marriage,  on  Sep- 
tember 13,  1829,  was  to  Eliza  Gay;  his  second 
wife  was  Almira  Gay,  his  third  Charlotte 
Eaton,  and  his  fourth  Marcia  Fairman.  Jo- 
seph, born  October  20,  1803  in  Stafford,  died 
there  October  27,  1875.  Sidney,  born  in  Staf- 
ford February  4,  1806,  died  there  March  30, 
1806.  Wareham,  born  in  Stafford  January  16, 
1808,  became  a skilled  surveyor;  he  died  in 
Syracuse,  New  York,  July  30,  1831.  Rufus 
Leonard,  born  in  Stafford  April  8,  1811,  mar- 
ried Almina  Bradway  of  Monson,  Mass.,  and 
died  August  10,  1884,  at  Monson. 

Daniel  Blodgett,  son  of  Deacon  Alden  and 


the  grandfather  of  Charles  E.,  of  Portland, 
was  born  in  Stafford,  Conn.,  January  25,  1793, 
and  died  in  his  home  there  May  2,  1855.  On 
January  5,  1820,  he  married  Martha  Smith, 
daughter  of  Reuben  Smith,  of  Monson,  Mass. 
She  was  born  December  31,  1797,  and  died 
October  15,  1896.  Daniel  Blodgett  was  a well- 
known  farmer,  lived  a quiet,  rural  life,  and 
was  a thoroughly  respected  citizen.  He  had  a 
family  of  four  children : Reuben  Smith,  born 

August  11,  1820,  in  Stafford,  grew  to  intelli- 
gent young  manhood,  and  entered  Yale  Col- 
lege to  prepare  for  a legal  profession,  leaving 
however,  on  account  of  failing  health,  and  dy- 
ing in  Stafford,  January  6,  1845;  Lucius  is 
mentioned  below;  Austin  K.,  born  April  6, 
1825,  in  Stafford,  died  in  the  old  home  No- 
vember 4,  1853 ; and  Martha,  born  January 
29,  1836,  in  Stafford,  married  Stephen  Puffer, 
of  North  Amherst.  Mass.,  in  June,  1872,  and 
now  resides  in  that  place. 

Lucius  Blodgett,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Stafford,  Conn.,  and 
received  a good  common-school  education, 
passing  through  the  high  school  also.  His 
inclinations  did  not  lead  him  in  the  direction  ii 
of  an  agricultural  life,  and  after  leaving  school  , 
he  became  a wool  sorter,  working  in  Tolland 
county,  and  in  the  mills  at  Fox  Village,  Hyde- 
ville,  Stafford,  Rockville,  and  various  towns  t 
in  Massachusetts.  Later  he  returned  to  his  '< 
native  State,  and,  as  his  father  was  in  de.clin-  1 
ing  health,  he  returned  to  the  old  home  and  } 
took  charge  of  the  farm  the  following  year,  ) 
through  the  father's  death,  becoming  owner  | 
thereof.  From  that  time  until  his  own  decease,  j 
January  4,  1892,  he  was  one  of  the  prominent  j 
and  influential  farmers  of  Stafford.  In  early  j 
life  he  was  politically  attached  to  the  Old-line 
Whig  party,  casting  his  first  vote  for  Henry  1 
Clay,  in  1844,  but  he  subsequently  embraced), 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  j 
conscientiously  supported  the  same  all  the  rest! 
of  his  life.  Mr.  Blodgett  faithfully  served  his  j 
town  as  selectman,  assessor  and  in  other  of- ! 
flees,  for  many  years.  For  a long  period  he! 
was  interested  in  many  of  the  leading  interests! 
of  Stafford  Springs,  and  until  his  death  wasj 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Savings  Bank  of 
that  place.  His  religious  belief  led  him  tc 
connect  himself  with  the  Congregational : 
Church  of  Stafford  Springs. 

O11  August  23,  1846,  Lucius  Blodgett  mar- 
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kd  Eliza  Ann  Bidwell,  who  was  a daughter  of 
iodate  and  Adotia  ( Risley)  Bidwell,  of  East 
artford,  Conn.,  where  she  was  born  May  u, 
>24,  and  where  she  still  resides,  a highly  es- 
erned  lady,  well  known  for  her  many  Chris- 
m virtues.  They  had  children  as  follows: 
harles  Everett  was  born  November  16,  1849, 

Stafford;  Arthur  L.  is  a resident  of  New 
ondon ; Estelle  M.,  born  February  20,  1855, 

. Stafford,  was  married  May  15,  1878,  to 
ucius  D.  Smith,  and  they  reside  at  No.  28 
j V illetts  avenue.  New  London,  Conn.;  Alice 
, born  August  24,  1857,  in  Stafford,  was 
larried  September  2,  1880,  to  Albert  Peck,  of 
. ew  London,  Connecticut. 

Charles  Everett  Blodgett,  of  Portland,  re- 
Hived  his  primary  education  in  the  district 
j,  drools  of  his  native  town,  completing  his 
J .udies  at  the  noted  Mon'son  Academy,  at  Mom 
an,  Mass.  As  the  eldest  son  of  the  family, 

1 lore  responsibility  early  fell  upon  him  than  on 
re  others.  He  remained  at  home  until  1872, 
1 which  year  he  entered  upon  his  pharma- 
ceutical studies  in  the  drug  store  of  Dr.  Julius 
Blodgett,  a cousin  of  his  father,  in  Portland, 
iis  salary  for  the  first  year  was  $50.  He  re- 
mitted there  during  the  following  four  years, 
doing  then  to  Hartford,  in  association  with 
oel  E.  Hall,  he  bought  the  drug  store  of  J. 

. Lamb,  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Wells 
treets,  in  that  city,  and  remained  in  business 
here  for  one  year,  selling  his  interest  at  the 
I nd  of  that  time  to  his  partner.  Returning  to 
Midland,  he  was  employed  by  Dr.  Blodgett 
'lintil  he  was  ready  to  embark  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness for  himself.  Since  1870  Mr.  Blodgett  has 
been  a continuous  resident  of  Portland,  with 
•i  he  exception  of  the  year  spent  in  Hartford, 
j I he  business  of  which  he  is  the  proprietor  was 
.‘Stahl ished  even  earlier,  having  been  conduct- 
'd by  Dr.  Julius  Blodgett  for  some  years.  In 
I187O  occurred  a disastrous  fire,  which  wholly 
lestroyed  the  store,  hut  it  was  built  up  again, 
after  modern  plans,  and  Charles  E.  Blodgett 
hen  became  owner  and  manager. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Blodgett  was  to 
Miss  Jennie  E.  Cleveland,  daughter  of  George 
B.  Cleveland,  of  Portland.  Her  death  took 
place  in  1882.  His  second  marriage,  in  1884, 
was  to  Miss  Lizzie  M.  Dickinson,  of  l laddam, 
C 01111.,  daughter  of  Capt.  George  L.  and  Mar- 
Ilia  (Hays)  Dickinson,  who  is  a lady  of  high 
attainments  and  social  graces. 


Mr.  Blodgett  is  one  of  the  leading  Re- 
publicans of  the  town,  and  in  1886  was  hon- 
ored by  his  fellow-citizens  by  election  to  the 
State  Legislature,  where  he  served  very  ac- 
ceptably on  the  committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. In  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  has  long 
been  prominent,  holding  membership  in  War- 
ren Lodge,  No.  51,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  Free- 
stone Chapter,  No.  34,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Portland. 
He  is  also  a member  of  Portland  Lodge,  No. 
35,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  a charter  member  of  the 
Portland  lodges  of  both  the  A .0.  U.  W.  and 
the  New  England  Order  of  Protection.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blodgett  are  valued  members 
of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mrs. 
Blodgett  belongs  to  the  auxiliary  order  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  King,  of  that  religious  body. 
In  matters  of  public  interest  Mr.  Blodgett  has 
long  taken  a prominent  part,  and  he  is  identi- 
fied with  the  First  National  Bank  of  Portland, 
as  a director,  and  with  the  Freestone  Savings 
Bank  of  Portland,  as  a trustee.  Not  only  does 
he  conduct  one  of  the  largest,  most  complete 
and  reliable  drug  houses  of  this  part  of  the 
State,  but  he  is  widely  known  as  a careful 
financier,  an  upright,  Christian  gentleman,  and 
a public-spirited  and  energetic  citizen. 

CHARLES  HUBBARD  (deceased)  de- 
scended from  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  New 
England,  of  whom  a full  and  elaborate  sketch 
is  given  on  other  pages  of  the  work,  under  the 
title  of  the  “Hubbard  Family."  to  which  allu- 
sion is  also  made  in  biographies  of  several 
other  members.  Perhaps  no  man  was  ever 
more  actively  and  closely  identified  with  the 
development  of  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  than 
was  Charles  Hubbard  in  his  day,  and  his  name 
will  be  honored  in  the  county  as  long  as  its 
boundaries  exist. 

Charles  Hubbard  was  born  February  5, 
1809,  on  Farm  Hill,  Middletown,  a son  of 
Asa  and  Sally  (Sears)  Hubbard,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  January  13,  17(18.  was  mar- 
ried February  7,  1796,  and  died  January  2(1, 
1837:  the  latter  was  horn  June  27.  1774.  and 
died  September  17.  1861.  and  was  the  mother 
of  ten  children,  all  favorablv  known  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Middlesex  countv. 

Young  Hubbard,  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
went  to  North  Carolina  where  he  resided  for 
ten  years,  afterward  returning  to  Middletown. 
Upwards  of  forty  vears  before  his  death,  he 
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interested  himself  in  improving  the  breed  of 
horses  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  was 
the  head  and  front  of  a society  organized  fo'r 
that  purpose.  He  was  for  many  years  presi- 
dent of  and  actively  identified  with  the  Mid- 
dlesex Agricultural  Society.  It  was  his  cus- 
tom to  drive  to  Middletown  daily  when  in 
health,  and  he  became  a prominent  and  familiar 
figure  there.  He  took  great  interest  in  the 
local  affairs  of  the  city.  He  was  for  nineteen 
years  a director  of  the  Middletown  Gas  Light 
Co.,  and  its  president  for  sixteen  years.  He 
was  president  of  the  old  Horse  Railway  Com- 
pany, in  which  he  took  great  interest,  and  to 
him,  as  much  as  to  any  man,  was  due  the  suc- 
cess of  that  road,  in  which  he  had  great  faith, 
saying  that  if  he  were  a younger  man,  he 
would  have  built  it  at  his  own  expense.  He 
was  also  interested  in  other  matters  relating  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  town  and  county. 

Mr.  Hubbard  was  prominent  politically. 
In  early  life  he  was  a Whig  and  acted  with 
that  party  for  many  years ; but  for  some  time 
prior  to  his  death  he  was  an  active  Democrat. 
He  was  tendered  by  Gov.  Harrison  the  posi- 
tion of  Commissioner  from  Connecticut  to  the 
New  Orleans  Exposition,  but  declined  it  on 
account  of  his  age.  He  left  behind  him  a com- 
petency and  the  reputation  of  an  honest  man. 

On  September  23,  1830,  Mr.  Hubbard  mar- 
ried Delia  S.  Birdsey,  who  was  born  April  4, 
1809,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Betsey  (Cro- 
well) Birdsey,  of  whose  ancestors  much  has 
been  said  on  other  pages  of  this  work,  and  a 
recapitulation  of  Mrs.  Hubbard’s  descent  will 
be  made  further  on.  The  marriage  of  Charles 
and  Delia  S.  Hubbard  was  blessed  with  three 
sons  and  four  daughters,  viz. : Samuel  B., 

married  Almira  Hubbard,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  leading  men  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  being 
president  of  several  business  concerns ; Anna 
Eliza,  widow  of  Joseph  Wilcox,  whose  bio- 
graphy will  be  given  further  on ; Harriet,  who 
was  married  to  James  Sutton,  and  died  in  Mid- 
dlefield;  William  FI.  married  Emma  T.  Fol- 
som, and  died  and  was  buried  in  Mandarin, 
Fla.;  Frances  D.  is  the  wife  of  Milton  Miller 
and  lives  in  Waterbury,  Conn. ; Ellen  M.  is 
now  Mrs.  Andrew  Miller,  of  Hartford ; and 
Charles  G.  is  married  and  lives  in  Centralia, 
Wash.  Charles  Hubbard,  the  venerable  and 
venerated  father  of  this  family,  died  July  4, 
1885,  and  his  widow  January  22,  1890. 


The  line  of  descent  of  the  Birdsey  family 
of  which  Mrs.  Delia  S.  (Birdsey)  Hubbard 
was  a member,  is  as  follows:  John,  born  in 

England  in  1614,  married  Widow  Philipe 
Smith,  and  died  in  1690;  John  (2),  born  in 
America,  in  164— , married  Phoebe  Wilcoxson, 
who  was  born  in  1651,  the  former  dying  in 
1697,  and  the  latter  in  1743;  Abel,  born  in 
1679,  married  Comfort  Wells,  and  died  in  ! 
1747;  John  (3),  born  in  1712,  married  Han- 
nah Smith;  Gershom,  born  in  1734,  married  j 
Hannah  Bartlett,  and  died  in  1789;  Samuel, 
born  in  1775,  died  in  1850,  and  was  the  hus-  I 
band  of  Betsey  Crowell,  who  was  born  in  1774, 
and  died  in  1862.  Delia  S.,  of  the  seventh  gen- 
eration of  Birdseys,  was  the  wife  of  Charles 
Hubbard,  whose  name  opens  this  review. 

Joseph  Wilcox  (deceased),  who  married 
Anna  E.  Hubbard,  was  born  February  13, 
1824,  in  the  house  in  the  town  of  Cromwell, 
Middlesex  county,  now  occupied  by  Dr.  Frank 
Halleck,  and  was  a son  of  Eben  and  Lricretia 
(Mildrum)  Wilcox,  both  of  very  highly  re- 
spected families,  of  whom  more  may  be  read  |( 
in  the  sketch  of  George  S.  Wilcox,  his  brother,  j 
on  another  page.  Joseph  Wilcox  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools  and  at  the  Cromwell 
Academy,  assisted  in  the  cultivation  of  his 
father’s  farm,  and  for  a short  time  worked  in 
a factory  on  Timber  Hill.  He  was  twice  mar-  • 
ried : first,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  to  ; 

Ann  J.  Tryon,  a native  of  Glastonbury,  and  a - 
daughter  of  Noah  Tryon,  a farmer,  and  to  this  | 
union  were  born  two  children : Corinne,  the  j 

wife  of  Horace  R.  Butler,  of  Middletown,  and  j 
Annie,  who  first  married  to  James  Ferre,  and  , 
next  to  Mr.  Adams.  Two  years  after  the  1 
death  of  Mrs.  Ann  J.  (Tryon)  Wilcox,  Jo-  j 
seph  Wilcox  married  Miss  Anna  E.  Hubbard, 
a resident  of  Middlefield,  and  a daughter  of  \ 
Charles  and  Delia  S.  (Birdsey)  Hubbard,  who  j 
are  fully  spoken  of  in  foregoing  paragraphs,  j 
Mrs.  Anna  E.  (Hubbard)  Wilcox  was,  how-  J 
ever,  born  in  W adesboro,  N.  C.,  and  was  but 
a year  old  when  her  parents  returned  to  their  | 
home  in  the  North,  bringing  her  with  them. 
To  the  marriage  of  Joseph  and  Anna  E.  Wil- 
cox were  born  five  children,  namely:  James 

E.,  who  died  an  infant;  Frank  H.,  who  was 
graduated  from  the  U.  S.  Grant  University,  : 
of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  in  1899,  is  now  an  at- 
torney and  agent  for  the  Prudential  Life  In- 
surance Co.,  in  Oelwein,  Iowa,  and  is  married  ' 
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;o  Elizabeth  Clark,  of  Findlay,  Ohio,  who  has 
3orne  him  two  children,  Joseph  and  Anna 
Gertrude.  Charles  J.,  who  married  Maud 
Jones,  has  one  daughter,  Irene  H.,  and  is  in 
the  drug  business  in  Palisade,  Neb. ; Harriet 
A.,  who  was  graduated  from  St.  Margaret’s 
school  at  Waterbury,  Conn.,  and  is  now  living 
in  Ware,  Mass. ; and  Eben  R.,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

Joseph  Wilcox  was  a very  skillful  and  suc- 
cessful farmer,  was  physically  of  medium 
stature,  and  as  a citizen  was  very  popular.  In 
politics  he  was  a Republican,  but  always  de- 
clined serving  in  public  office.  Fraternally  he 
was  a member  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  81, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Cromwell,  and  also'  of  the 
I.  0:  Ot  F.  Lodge  of  Middletown,  but  withdrew 
from  the  latter  on  his  second  marriage.  He 
attended  the  Congregational  Church,  contrib- 
uted freely  of  his  means  to  its  support,  lived 
fully  up  to  its  teachings,  and  died  in  that  faith 
on  his  farm,  May  18,  1877.  His  remains  were 
interred  in  Cromwell. 

LORENZO  DOW  WEBBER.  Among 
the  prominent  business  citizens  of  Ivoryton, 
I Middlesex  county — one  who  has  been  identi- 
fied with  one  of  the  largest  factories  of  that 
section  of  the  State — is  Lorenzo'  Dow  Webber, 
the  capable  superintendent  of  the  keyboard  and 
piano  action  factory  of  The  Comstock,  Cheney 
& Co.,  located  at  Ivoryton. 

The  family  of  which  Mr.  Webber  is  a 
worthy  member  comes  of  sturdy  Dutch  ances- 
try. His  father,  Abel  Webber,  was  born  in 
New  Hampshire,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
In  company  with  a brother  he  went  to  Monroe, 
Waldo  Co.,  Maine,  and  there  engaged  in 
farming  and  in  the  lumber  business.  In  1850 
lie  changed  his  location  to  Deep  River,  Conn., 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  lie  gave  his  services  to*  bis 
country,  although  his  advanced  years  precluded 
any  demands  being  made  upon  him.  In  pol- 
itics lie  was  a stanch  Republican,  and  in  relig- 
ion he  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Tie  was  twice  married,  but  his  chil- 
dren were  all  born  of  bis  first  union.  Mary 
Ham,  of  Plymouth,  N.  II.,  became  the  wife  of 
his  youth  and  the  mother  of  his  children. 
I hey  were:  Mary  Ann,  Almira,  Philander, 

Jonathan,  Nathan1,  Susannah  and  Abel,  all  de- 
ceased; Lorenzo  Dow,  our  subject:  Mary,  wife 


of  Sherman  Burwell,  of  Deep  River;  and 
Ferdurn,  who  is  employed  by  The  Comstock, 
Cheney  & Co.,  at  Ivoryton. 

Lorenzo’  Dow  Webber  was  born  July  3, 
^33,  in  Monroe,  Waldo  Co.,  Maine,  and  at- 
tended the  district  schools  at  that  place  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  thirteen.  At  the  age  of 
nine  he  made  his  home  with  Hon.  Waldo  P. 
Vinal  (sketch  of  whom. appears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume)  who  later  moved  to  Connecticut 
and  died  in  Middletown.  For  three  years  Mr. 
Webber  remained  at  Fort  Kent,  Maine, 
whither  he  removed  with  the  Vinals,  and  dur- 
ing that  time,  after  Mr.  Vinal’s  family  had  re- 
turned to  Monroe,  he  was  employed  in  a store 
as  clerk  and  interpreter  to  the  French  Canad- 
ians, his  employer,  Mr.  Stevens,  paying  him 
$100  for  the  year’s  work,  $50  of  this  sum  to 
be  taken  in  trade  from  the  store.  When  set- 
tlement was  made  Mr.  Stevens  gave  him  in 
addition  to  his  wages  a generous  sum  of 
money  for  having  faithfully  performed  his  du- 
ties, and  later  tried  to  induce  him  to  return, 
but  by  this  time  Mr.  Webber  had  decided  to 
go  back  to*  Monroe.  He  made  the  trip  of  three 
hundred  miles  on  horseback,  fifteen  miles  of  it 
over  the  ice  on  Eagle  Lake,  the  eighth  day  of 
April,  1848. 

In  1849  Mr.  Webber  located  in  Deep  River 
with  Mr.  Vinal,  and  in  that  place  completed 
his  education,  working  through  the  summers 
and  attending  school  in  the  winters.  In  his 
eighteenth  year  he  was  made  dockmaster  at 
Deep  River,  for  that  season,  and  then  entered 
the  employ  of  George  Read  & Co.,  now  Pratt. 
Read  & Co.,  in  the  ivory  comb  and  piano  key 
business.  Mr.  Webber  had  no  previous  ex- 
perience in  that  line,  but  with  the  energy  that 
has  characterized  every  portion  of  his  com- 
mercial life  he  started  in  diligently  to  learn  all 
lie  did  not  know,  beginning  at  the  bottom  of 
the  ladder,  and  in  a remarkably  short  time  was 
made  engineer,  which  responsible  position  he 
efficiently  held  for  eleven  years.  In  1S62,  in 
company  with  William  McNeil.  Mr.  Webber 
began  the  manufacture  of  keyboards,  the  fac- 
tory being  then  located  upon  the  ground  now 
occupied  by  the  present  large  factory  of  Pratt, 
Read  & Co.  This  business  prospered,  the  fac- 
i torv  having  a capacity  of  twenty  eight  boards 
dailv,  and  giving  employment  to  about  sev  enty- 
live  men  and  boys.  Later  he  accepted  a very 
liberal  offer  made  him  to  enter  the  employ 
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of  his  present  employers,  and  disposed  of  his 
interest  to  the  Comstock,  Cheney  & Co.,  on 
January  I,  1874,  coming  to1  the  Comstock, 
Cheney  & Co.,  and  establishing  their  keyboard 
factory.  In  1885  the  action  department  was 
established,  of  which  he  has  been  superintend- 
ent ever  since. 

On  November  26,  1857,  Mr.  Webber  was 
married  to  Catherine  M.  Shailer,  who  was  born 
May  5,  1835,  at  Preston,  Conn.,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Nathan  E.  and  Ann  (Webb)  Shailer, 
and  the  children  of  this  union  were:  Frank 

L.,  who-  died  in  infancy;  Walter  S.,  deceased; 
H.  Wooster;  and  M.  Catherine.  In  politics  Mr. 
Webber  follows  the  precedent  set  by  his  hon- 
ored father,  and  has  always  upheld  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party.  Both  he  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  consistent  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Webber  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs.  Fratern- 
ally he  is  connected  with  Trinity  Dodge,  No. 
63,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Deep  River;  and  Burning 
Bush  Chapter,  No.  29,  of  Essex. 

Mr.  Webber  has  made  many  friends  during 
his  life,  possessing  those  qualities  which  ever 
win  esteem.  In  his  pleasant  home  in  Ivoryton 
he  enjoys  the  reward  of  diligent,  faithful  per- 
formance of  duty  and  has  the  esteem  of  not 
only  the  members  of  the  company  with  whom 
he  has  so  long  been  associated,  but  of  the  en- 
tire community.  He  conducts  the  business 
with  zeal,  not  because  he  is  a stockholder,  but 
as  a man  of  strict  principles,  as  is  shown  in  all 
of  his  dealings.  As  he  merited  reward  when 
but  a lad,  on  account  of  faithful  service,  so 
he  still  continues  to  ever  make  his  employers’ 
interests  his  own. 

Mr.  Webber  takes  pardonable  pride  in  H. 
Wooster  Webber,  his  son,  who  is  now  the  ca- 
pable assistant  superintendent  of  the  action  de- 
partment of  the  large  plant.  H.  Wooster 
Webber  was  born  September  2,  1866,  and  re- 
ceived his  literary  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Deep  River,  Essex  and  Portland, 
Maine,  also  Vermont  Academy,  of  Saxton 
River,  Vt.,  which  he  attended  for  the  last  three 
years  of  his  school  life.  On  July  1.  188c,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  The  Comstock,  Cheney 
& Co.,  as  an  employe  on  action  work,  and  is 
now  assistant  superintendent  of  that  depart- 
ment, having  filled  that  position  since  July  1, 
1895.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  a member  of  the  Bap- 


tist Church.  On  September  27,  1893,  be  was  I 
married  to  Miss  Bessie  M.  Wright,  a native! I' 
of  Clinton,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Hon.  Alfred!  , 
M.  and  Mary  J.  (Hull)  Wright,  and  the  fol-J 
lowing  named  children  have  been  born  toll 
them:  Forenzo  Dow,  Wooster  Wright  and 

Robert  Blatchley. 

REV.  AZEF  WASHBURN  HAZEN,  . 

D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  First  Church  of  Christ, 

Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  comes  of  a 

J . l ' 

sturdy  New  England  ancestry,  reaching  back 
on  his  mother’s  side  to  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  of! 
the  “Mayflower,”  1620,  and  on  his  father’s) 
side  to  1649,  anfl  hi  a line  of  holy  men  and 
women  through  all  the  intervening  years.  His 1 
father  and  three  of  his  brothers,  besides  him- 
self, have  been  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  and, 
two  of  them  pastors  of  churches  for  a third  , 
and  more  of  a century  each,  the  ministry  of  the  j 
family  covering  more  than  a hundred  years,  f 

Azel  Washburn  Plazen  was  born  April  10  j 
184.1,  in  Berlin,  Vt.,  son  of  Rev.  Austin  ancl 
Fucia  (Washburn)  Hazen,  descending  in  th< 
paternal  line  from  Edward  Hazen,  the  Artier ! 
ican  ancestor  of  the  family,  who'  is  first  0 f 
record  at  Rowley,  Mass.,  as  early  as  16497 
the  time  of  the  burial  of  his  wife  EhzabethtJI 
Edward  Hazen  married  (second)  in  1 65c 1 
Hannah  Grant,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Hanji 
nah  Grant.  He  was  a man  of  substance  an<  ■ 
influence  in  the  town,  was  many  times  select 1 j 
man,  and  held  other  offices.  From  this  emiri 
grant  ancestor  the  lineage  of  Dr.  Hazen,  0 I 
Middletown,  is  through  Thomas,  Thomas  (2)  I 
Thomas  (3),  Asa  and  Rev.  Austin  Hazen. 

(II)  Thomas  Hazen,  born  February  29  9 
1:657-58,  married  January  1,  1682-83,  Man  I 
daughter  of  Thomas  Howlet,  and  was  of  Row  ' I 
ley  and  Boxford,  Mass.,  and  Norwich  (no\  j 
Franklin)  Conn.,  where  he  died  April  1: J 
1 735.  He  was  a churchman  in  Topsfield,  BoV  fl 
ford  and  Franklin,  Connecticut. 

(III)  Thomas  Hazen  (2),  baptized  Ma| 

4,  1690,  in  Topsfield,  married  (first)  Septen} 
ber  30,  1714,  Sarah  Ayer,  of  Norwich,  wh;  | 
died  September  16,  1753.  He  married  (sec 
ond)  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bacon.  He  died  in  177; 
or  ’77. 

(IV)  Thomas  Hazen  (3),  born  Septen. 
ber  30,  1719,  married,  March  7,  1742-43,  Ar 
Tenney,  of  Norwich.  He  lived  in  what  is  no 
Washington,  Conn.,  where  he  was  a large  pr< 


1 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


343 


prietor.  In  1774  he  removed  to  Hartford,  Vt., 
where  most  of  his  sixteen  children  married  and 
settled.  His  land,  or  that  of  the  family,  ex- 
tended across  the  town  along-  its  northern 
boundary  six  miles,  and  included  1,000  acres 
around  the  present  village  of  West  Hartford. 
In  1775  he  built  the  first  two-story  brick  house 
in  the  town,  which  has  ever  since  been  occu- 
pied by  his  descendants.  He  died  August  19, 
1782. 

(V)  Asa  Hazen,  born  November  16,  1749, 
married  December  7,  1780,  Susannah  Tracy, 
born  July  2,  1758,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  (Warner)  Tracy.  Mr.  Hazen  was 
a farmer  in  Hartford,  where  he  was  chosen 
proprietor’s  clerk  in  1780  and  probably  re- 
moved from  Woodbury,  Conn.,  to  the  town 
with  some  of  his  brothers,  several  years  before 
their  father  settled  in  the  town.  Asa  died 
March  12,  1819,  and  his  widow  passed  away 
November  30,  1820. 

(VI)  Austin  Hazen,  born  June  26,  1786, 

; was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  College  in 

1807.  He  taught  in  Buckingham,  Pa.,  one 
year ; studied  divinity  with  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Porter,  in  Washington,  Conn.,  from  1808; 

! was  ordained  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Hartford,  Vt.,  May  27,  1812,  and 
dismissed  April  29,  1829.  He  was  installed 
pastor  in  Berlin,  Vt.,  October  4,  1837,  and  died 
in  office.  On  June  1,  1819,  he  married  Fran- 
ces Mary  Dana,  born  June  13,  1800,  daughter 
of  Col.  Israel  P.  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Dana,  of 
Danville,  Vt.  She  died  June  n,  1831,  and 
he  married  (second)  March  25,  1834,  Lucia 
Washburn,  born  December  26,  1806,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Azel  Washburn  and  Sarah  Skinner, 
of  Royalton,  Vt.  Austin  Hazen  died  Decem- 
ber 25,  1854,  in  Berlin,  Vt.,  and  his  widow 
died  December  16,  1888,  in  Middletown,  Conn. 
Their  children  were:  Sophia  Dana,  Allen, 

Frances  Emily,  Israel  Putnam  Dana,  Austin, 
William  Skinner,  Lucia  Washburn,  Azel 
Washburn,  Frances  Mary,  Lucius  Randolph 
and  Susan.  Of  these  four  of  the  sons — Allen, 
Austin,  William  S.  and  Azel  W.  have  been 
ministers.  Rev.  Allen  was  for  twenty-seven 
years  a missionary  in  India;  Rev.  Austin  was 
pastor  of  churches  in  Norwich,  in  Jericho 
Centre,  and  in  Richmond,  Vt.;  Rev.  William 
S.  has  been  for  over  thirty-five  years  pastor  of 
a church  in  North  field,  Vt. ; and  Rev.  Azel  W. 


has  been  pastor  of  the  First  Church  at  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  for  thirty-three  years. 

Azel  Washburn  Hazen  passed  his  early 
boyhood  in  his  native  town  and  attended  the 
public  schools  there.  Later  he  was  in  attend- 
ance at  the  Barre  (Vt.)  Academy,  where  he 
was  prepared  for  college.  Entering  Dart- 
mouth, he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1863,  and  after  his  graduation  taught  for 
a time  as  master  of-  the  high  school  at 
East  Randolph  (now  Holbrook),  Mass.  Hav- 
ing- decided  upon  the  ministry  for  his  life 
work,  he  spent  two  years  in  attendance 
at  the  Hartford  (Conn.)  Theological  Semi- 
nary, and  one  year  at  Andover  (Mass.)  Semi- 
nary. Three  years  after  his  graduation  from 
Dartmouth,  on  invitation,  he  delivered  the 
Master's  oration. 

On  March  10,  1869,  Mr.  Hazen  was  or- 
dained pastor  of  the  First  Church  of  Christ 
(North  Congregational)  at  Middletown, 
Conn.,  which  has  since  been  his  field  of  labor. 
In  1888  Dartmouth  College  gave  him  the  de- 
gree of  D.  D.  While  in  college  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Psi  Upsilon  Greek  letter  society. 
Dr.  Hazen  has  been  many  times  a delegate  to 
the  National  Council  of  his  Church,  which  as- 
sembles once  every  three  years.  In  1898  he 
was  a delegate  to  the  National  Council  of  the 
Church  which  met  at  Portland,  Oregon,  and 
at  that  time  visited  Alaska.  After  a service 
as  trustee  of  the  Hartford  Seminary  for 
twenty-five  years  he  tendered  his  resignation. 
In  his  home  city  he  is  a trustee  of  the  Russell 
Library  and  of  Wesleyan  University,  and  pres- 
ident of  the  Middlesex  County  Historical  So- 
ciety. Fie  is  also  an  official  member  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  Dr.  Hazen  has 
traveled  quite  extensively  in  both  this  and  the 
Old  World.  He  visited  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope in  1878  and  in  1886,  and  again  in  1894. 
the  last  year  journeying  also  to  Egypt  and 
Palestine.  He  passed  the  summer  of  1899  in 
England. 

It  is  unnecessarv  to  speak  of  Dr.  Hazen 
as  a minister,  pastor  and  citizen,  for  one  has 
only  to  read  between  the  lines  to  judge  for 
himself.  Although  he  has  rounded  out  a third 
of  a century  of  service  with  one  church,  the 
Doctor  has  lost  little  of  his  former  ardor,  and 
at  this  time  seems  to  have  many  years  of  use- 
fulness still  ahead  of  him. 
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On  March  io,  1899,  in  the  old  North 
Church  at  Middletown,  was  commemorated 
the  thirtieth  anniversary  of  the  pastorate  of 
Dr.  Hazen.  This  was  a most  enjoyable  occa- 
sion, bringing  together  some  350  people  from 
all  over  the  parish,  and  many  beautiful  things 
were  said  of  the  life  and  work  in  the  church 
and  city  of  their  beloved  pastor,  citizen  and 
neighbor,  but  we  have  only  space  to  refer  to 
extracts  from  two  or  three. 

“I  do'  not  think.  Dr.  Hazen,  that  you  have 
preached  any  sermons  during  these  thirty 
years  that  have  been  ‘Greek’  to  us,  but  all  have 
been  in  the  best  of  English.  The  church  has 
grown,  and  is  strong — very  much  stronger 
than  it  was  in  all  its  long  and  earlier  history ; 
and  is  looking  forward,  with  just  hopefulness, 
to  a wider  field,  to  a greater  influence ; to  an 
improved  history  to  be  made  in  future  years 
under  the  same  excellent  leadership.” — Gov. 
Coffin. 

“I  was  thinking  in  relation  to  Dr.  Hazen's 
pastorate  to-day,  and  if  I am  not  mistaken 
there  have  been,  thirty-five  changes  in  the 
churches  of  Middletown  since.  The  best  part 
of  my  speech  I have  forgotten,  but  I recall  a 
remark  I made  five  years  ago,  that  we  hoped 
when  twenty-five  years  more  had  passed  that 
this  would  be  still  his  first  and  only  pastorate. 
It  seems  to  me  that  we  have  good  promise  of 
the  fulfillment  of  that  desire.” — George  H. 
Hulbert. 

.“You  have  indelibly  impressed  your  Christ- 
like  life  and  character  upon  our  hearts  and  our 
souls,  and,  Dr.  Hazen,  our  affection  for  you 
certainly  cannot  be  measured  by  our  words, 
neither  can  it  be  gauged  by  the  humble  part 
which  we  may  have  had  in  this  occasion.” — 
E.  A.  Gladwin. 

“There  we  have  the  secret  of  Dr.  Hazen's 
being  with  us  for  thirty  years.  He  has  taught 
Christ.  He  has  lived  Christ.  He  has  sought 
to  lead  us  to  Christ.  He  has  helped  us  to  walk 
after  the  precepts  laid  down  by1  the  Lord 
Jesus.  Long  may  he  live  to  continue  along 
the  same  lines  he  has  been  leading  us.” — A.  R. 
Crittenden. 

On  September  1,  1869,  Dr.  Hazen  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  B.  Thompson,  born  January  23, 
1846,  daughter  of  Prof.  William  Thompson, 
D.  D.,  and  Elizabeth  Wells  (Butler),  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.  They  have  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: Frances  Elizabeth,  born  December  5, 


1872,  who  died  the  same  day;  Mary  Wash- 
burn, born  August  4,  1874,  who  died  January 
26,  1875  > and  Maynard  Thompson,  born  Sep- 
tember 21,  1887. 

STEPHEN  E.  JENNINGS,  a representa- 
tive of  the  well  known  Jennings  family, 
which  for  so  many  years  has  been  closely  as- 
sociated with  the  leading  commercial  and  man- 
ufacturing interests  of  Middlesex  county,  is  a 
native  of  Deep  River,  born  April  22,  1846,  a 
grandson  of  Stephen  and  Sally  (Russell)  Jen- 
nings, of  Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  and  a son  of 
Stephen  and  Miriam  (Bates)  Jennings. 

The  Jennings  family  of  Fairfield  county  de- 
scends from  Joshua  Jennings,  who  was  at  Fair- 
field  as  early  as  1656.  He  had  in  1648  been 
living  in  some  town  on  the  river,  probably  in 
Hartford,  where  he  was  married  December  23, 
1647,  to  Mary  Williams.  He  located  in  Fair- 
field  probably  before  1656,  and  always  main- 
tained an  excellent  reputation  there.  His 
home  was  at  Barlow  Plains.  He  died  in  1675, 
leaving  a good  estate.  In  his  will  were  named 
his  wife  Mary,  and  children  Joshua,  Joseph, 
Michael,  John,  Samuel,  Matthew,  Isaac,  Mary 
and  Elizabeth. 

Along  in  the  early  sixties  it  was  stated  by 
Augustus  Jennings  of  New  York  City,  that 
the  family  had  sent  a man  to'  England  in  the 
matter  of  the  Jennings  pedigree,  but  that  he 
had  been  unable  to  connect  Joshua  Jennigs,  the 
American  ancestor,  with  any  of  the  families 
there.  He  said  further  that  they  had  been  un- 
able from  the  Massachusetts  records  to  find 
any  mention  of  the  landing  of  Joshua  Jennings 
in  America,  nor  could  they  connect  the  Con- 
necticut family  with  any  other  branch  in  Amer- 
ica. The  Jennings  have  continued  to  live  in 
Fairfield  and  vicinity  from  the  time  of  the  first 
settler  of  the  name  to  the  present,  and  the  name 
has  usually  been  identified  with  industry, 
thrift  and  prosperity. 

Stephen  Jennings,  father  of  Stephen  E., 
was  born  in  Easton,  Conn.,  and  when  still  a 
young  man  came  to  Deep  River,  where  he  mar- 
ried, and  started  the  business  which  later  de- 
veloped into  the  present  important  industry 
conducted  by  the  Russell  J.  Jennings  Manu- 
facturing Company.  However,  his  health 
failed,  and  he  passed  away,  in  1851,  dying  of 
consumption ; his  wife  survived  him  many 
years,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  ninety.  I11 
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politics  he  was  a Whig,  and  enjoyed  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him,  his  early 
demise  being  deeply  deplored. 

Stephen  E„  Jennings,  after  taking  a thor- 
ough course  at  the  common  schools  of  his  dis- 
trict, at  the  age  of  sixteen  entered  the  factory 
his  father  had  founded,  and  which  was  now 
located  at  Chester,  determined  to.  learn  every 
detail  O'f  the  business.  So  successful  was  he 
in  making  his  knowledge  serve  him  and  his 
employers  that  at  present  he  is  secretary  of  the 
company,  as  well  as  a large  stockholder,  with 
offices  at  Deep  River 

On  October  io,  1882,  Mr.  Jennings  was 
married  to  Rosamond  Dibble,  born  August  4, 
1857,  a daughter  of  Linus  and  Theresa 
(Miner)  Dibble,  of  Old  Saybrook.  Linus 
Dibble  was  born  in  1824,  a son  of  Asa  and 
Polly  Dibble.  'He  resides  in  Old  Saybrook, 
surviving  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  1820,  and 
died  in  1898.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Asa 
and  Hannah  Miner,  of  Stonington,  Conn.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Linus  Dibble  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  Katie  (deceased),  Reuben  (de- 
ceased), Kate  (deceased),  Albert  (living), 
Annie  (deceased)  and  Rosamond.  Two  chil- 
dren have  come  toi  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  E. 
Jennings:  William  Russell,  born  August  12, 

1883,  and  Stephen  Bancroft,  born  February 
28,  1885.  Both  sons  are  in  school,  and  are 
a credit  to  their  parents. 

In  politics  Mr.  Jennings  is  an  active  Re- 
publican, but  he  has  never  consented  to  ac- 
cept any  public  office.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jennings  are  consistent  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Deep  River,  and  take  a deep 
interest  in  all  the  work  of  that  body.  Mr. 
Jennings  is  one  of  the1  leading  men  of  Deep 
River,  and  has  always  been  connected  with  its 
best  interests.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  arc 
widely  known,  and  very  popular  with  a large 
circle  of  friends. 

JULIUS  ATTWOOD  (deceased),  a rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  old  families  of  New 
England,  was  a man  well  worthy  of  his  dis- 
tinguished name,  and  like  those  who  have  gone 
before  him,  was  closely  identified  with  the  his- 
tory of  East  TIaddam,  Middlesex  county, 
where  he  was  so  well  known. 

John  At t wood,  the  first  of  the  fatnilv  in 
America,  died  without  issue.  11  is  brothel*, 
Harman  Attwood,  the  progenitor  of  this  branch 


of  the  family,  is  first  of  record  in  Boston  at 
the  time  he  was  admitted  a freeman,  in  May, 

1645.  He  was  a member  of  the  artillery  com- 
pany about  this  time.  He  married,  August  11, 

1646,  Ann,  daughter  of  William  Copp,  and  died 
in  1650.  They  had  two  children,  John  and 
Sarah.  The  name  has  been  perpetuated  through 
Capt.  John  Attwood,  who  was  born  in  1647 
and  died  in  1714.  By  his  first  wife,  Sarah,  he 
had  four  children.  He  married  (second)  Mrs. 
Mary  Smith,  and  they  had  seven  children. 
John  Attwood  was  a member  of  the  Artillery 
Company  in  1673,  and  a lieutenant  in  same  in 
1695.  He  was  a deacon  in  the  old  North 
Church. 

Elijah  Attwood,  of  East  Haddam,  says 
Rev.  Dr.  Field  in  his  history  of  that  town, 
came  there  from  “the  Cape.’’  He  settled  there 
about  1750,  and  married  Anna  Goodspeed. 
Being  a seafaring  man,  he  was  commonly 
known  as  “Captain.”  He  died  at  East  Had- 
dam in  1806. 

Elijah  Attwood,  grandfather  of  Julius,  was 
born  in  East  Haddam,  and  was  also  a sea  cap- 
tain. During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  re- 
ceived permission  to  build  a saltpeter  factory 
in  the  town  of  East  Haddam,  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  the  army  with  more  powder.  In 
East  Haddam  Elijah  Attwood  married  Esther 
Whiting,  and  their  children  were:  "Whiting, 

Harriet,  Julius,  Sophia,  Alfred  and  Emily. 

Whiting  Attwood  father  of  Julius,  was 
born  in  East  Haddam,  and,  like  so  many  of 
his  ancestors,  followed  the  sea.  He  died  in 
1829.  During  the  war  of  1812,  for  nearly  a 
year  he  was  held  prisoner  in  the  \\  est  Indies, 
meeting  with  many  adventures.  He  married 
Deborah  Purple,  and  to  them  were  born  : Har- 
riet (now — 1902 — aged  ninety-three),  Ann 
Eliza,  Elijah  (in  California),  Edward.  Esther, 
Julius.  Annette  and  William. 

Julius  Attwood  was  born  February  23. 
1824.  at  East  Haddam.  and.  as  his  father  died 
when  lie  was  only  five  years  old,  had  but  few 
educational  advantages,  but  he  made  the  best 
of  those  offered  him.  At  the  age  of  thirteen 
he  began  to  work  for  the  families  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. Later  he  was  employed  for  about 
three  years  at  the  Goodspeed’ s Landing  ferry, 
and  then  removed  to  Moodus,  where  lie  com- 
menced to  learn  the  shoemaking  trade.  This, 
however,  proved  distasteful,  and  having  im- 
proved himself  in  a marvelous  degree  Mr.  Att- 
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wood  began  to  teach  school,  and  from  1847  t° 
1853  followed  that  calling-  on  Long  Island, 
where  he  met  and  married  his  first  wife.  For 
one  winter  he  taught  a private  school  in  Mary- 
land, and  then  embarked  in  the  mercantile  bus- 
iness at  East  Haddam.  In  1850  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  1859  judge  of  pro- 
bate, continuing  in  that  office  until  the  age  of 
seventy,  when  he  engaged  in  a drug  business. 
In  1870  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  soon 
became  well  known  among  Connecticut's  able 
lawyers.  After  building  up  an  excellent  prac- 
tice, failing  health  necessitated  his  withdrawal 
from  much  of  his  business. 

Mr.  Attwood’s  first  marriage,  to  Sarah  An- 
toinette Gould,  occurred  at  Stony  Brook,  L.  I., 
and  to  this  union  was  born  one  son,  Frederick 
J.,  who  is  a resident  of  New  York,  where  he  is 
bookkeeper  and  confidential  man  for  a big  to- 
bacco company,  a position  he  has  held  for  some 
thirty  years.  Frederick  Attwood  married 
Madge  McConnell  and  has  four  children : 
Madge  Bertha  (who  married  Charles  Carroll 
Gould  and  has  one  child,  Donald),  Mary  Cath- 
erine, Harriet  and  Frederick.  The  second 
marriage  of  Mr.  Attwood,  which- took  place  in 
East  Haddam,  was  to  Catherine  Palmer, 
daughter  of  Brainerd  and  Eunice  (Fox)  Pal- 
mer, and  one  daughter  was  born  to  them,  Ber- 
tha Palmer,  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  Dr.  F.  C.  H. 
W end  el. 

Politically  Mr.  Attwood  voted  the  Whig 
ticket,  then  belonged  to  the  Know  Nothing- 
party,  and  afterward  supported  the  principles 
of  Republicanism,  in  both  private  and  public 
life.  In  1873  and  1874  he  represented  his 
town  in  the  Legislature,  serving  on  the  com- 
mittee on  Incorporations  and  Banking.  He 
was  nominated  for  State  senator,  but  was  de- 
feated on  account  of  sectional  feeling.  For 
nineteen  years  he  was  town  clerk,  and  held 
other  local  offices,  and  always  gave  entire  satis- 
faction. Mr.  Attwood  was  a member  of  St. 
Stephen’s  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  was 
warden  from  1865.  In  the  spring  of  1850  he 
joined  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in  1866  was  grand 
master  of  that  order  in  Connecticut ; in  1S67 
and  1868  he  represented  Connecticut  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  United  States,  when  they 
convened  at  Baltimore  and  New  York.  In 
1878  Mr.  Attwood  was  chosen  a director  of 
the  National  Bank  of  New  England.  In  1882 
he  was  made  president  of  the  National  Bank 


of  New  England,  bringing  his  superior  mind 
to  hear  upon  the  matters  of  finance,  as  well  as  j 
upon  those  of  mercantile  life,  law,  political 
affairs,  and  church  work,  and  in  all  achieving 
a success  that  is  well  worth  extolling  in  the  ' 
highest  terms,  for  it  demonstrates  the  ability 
of  the  man,  capable  of  expanding  and  increas- 
ing not  the  one,  but  the  many  talents,  entrusted  j 
to  his  care  by  the  Master.  Mr.  Attwood  passed 
away  January  23,  1901,  widely  and  deeply 
mourned  in  the  community  where  he  had 
passed  his  long  and  useful  life. 

JAMES  MOORE,  contractor  and  builder, 
of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  is  a man 
possessing-  most  excellent  traits  of  the  Scotch-  j! 
Irish  character,  and  has  won  for  himself,  start- 
ing from  the  most  unpromising  beginning,  a 
fine  position  among  business  men. 

Mr.  Moore  was  born  April  12,  1841,  in 
County  Derry,  near  Londonderry,  Ireland,  j 
son  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Moore)  Moore,  both  i 
of  whom  died  in  Ireland.  They  had  a family  j 
of  ten  children,  of  whom  two  are  now  living  j 
in  the  United  States — James,  our  subject,  and  j 
his  sister,  Matilda  Hamilton,  a widow,  at  Law-  j 
rence,  Mass.  The  father  was  a fisherman,  and 
a most  industrious  man.  He  was  a Presby- 
terian, according-  to  the  strict  character  of  that 
church  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  closely  f 
observed  the  most  rigorous  customs  of  the  day, 
never  neglecting  family  worship.  The  pota- 
toes for  Sunday  had  to  be  prepared  the  day 
before. 

James  Moore  was  put  to  work  very  young, 
his  school  days  ending  before  he  was  ten  years  j 
old.  At  that  age  he  was  taken  to  Scotland,  and 
began  learning-  the  trade  of  a mason,  working  ' 
as  such  in  various  cities  in  Great  Britain,  and  j 
occupying-  various  positions  of  trust  and  profit  ! 
connected  with  his  trade.  Mr.  Moore  left  j 
Glasgow  on  the  steamer  “Britannia,”  January  ; 
29,  1866,  and  after  a voyage  of  twenty-five  j 
days  landed  in  New  York.  That  season  he  j 
worked  in  Portland,  Conn.,  in  the  Middlesex 
Quarry,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  year  went  back 
to  Scotland,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until 
1869.  That  year  he  sailed  on  the  “City  of 
Boston,"  for  the  United  States,  and  located  at 
Middletown,  Conn.,  where  he  has  had  his  home 
to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Moore  and  Miss  Eliza  McClintock  ! 
were  married  in  October,  1858,  in  Scotland.  ! 
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She  was  born  in  that  country  October  31,  1842, 
daughter  of  James  and  Isabella  (Bradley) 
McClintock,  who  died  when  she  was  a child. 
Mrs.  Moore  is  the  mother  of  two  sons.  In 
1870  she  and  her  son,  Robert,  joined  Mr. 
Moore  in  this  country.  In  1878  work  in  his 
line  was  very  dull,  owing  to  the  financial  de- 
pression that  had  extended  over  several  years, 
so  Mr.  Moore  went  back  to  Scotland  and 
worked  at  his  trade  until  the  spring  of  1879, 
when  he  returned  to  Middletown.  He  again 
visited  his  native  land  in  January,  1894.  Mrs. 
Moore  had  visited  that  country  in  1893.  Their 
son  John  died  in  Scotland  when  a year  old. 
Robert  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Grozier  & 
Moore,  contractors  and  builders,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.  He  graduated  from  the  Middletown 
high  school.  He  married  Miss  Carrie  Sears, 
of  South  Farms,  Conn.,  daughter  of  the  late 
Joseph  B.  Sears.  She  died  leaving  one  son, 
Harry,  and  Robert  Moore  has  since  married 
Minnie  Grenkie,  a native  of  Hartford,  by 
whom  he  has  two  children,  Carl  and  Lizzie. 
Robert  Moore,  while  a citizen  of  Middletown 
served  in  the  city  council. 

James  Moore  has  been  engaged  as  a con- 
tractor and  builder  in  Middletown.  He  was 
associated  with  Hugh  McConochy,  later  with 
William  Mylchreest,  and  for  a time  had  his 
son  Robert  as  a partner.  He  has  constructed 
some  of  the  finest  homes  in  the  city,  and  has 
the  name  of  never  slighting  the  most  minute 
details ; his  work  is  strictly  reliable.  Lie  had 
only  the  most  limited  schooling,  but  his  natu- 
ral endowments  enable  him  to  comprehend  the 
most  complicated  plans  in  a most  remarkable 
manner.  Mr.  Moore  is  a Republican  politi- 
cally, and  he  is  a citizen  of  good  character  and 
standing. 

JEDEDIAH  COLCORD  SAFFORD  has 
his  home  in  Rockfall,  in  the  town  of  Middle- 
field,  Middlesex  county,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
citizens  of  that  charming  village  who  mold 
public  thought  and  guide  and  direct  public 
effort.  His  birthplace  was  Morrisville,  Vt., 
where  his  grandfather,  Jedediah  Safford,  and 
his  great-uncle,  John  Safford,  were  prominent, 
substantial  and  influential  members  of  the  com- 
munity. They  were  among  the  earliest  settlers 
of  that  town,  establishing  themselves  there 
toward  tho  close  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
and  coming,  it  is  believed,  from  Windsor, 


Conn.  They  were  farmers,  and,  by  erecting  a 
dam  across  the  Lamoille  river,  obtained  power 
for  the  first  grist  and  saw  mill  erected  in  that 
part  of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  Jedediah 
Safford  operated  the  mill  until  his  death.  He 
was  a man  of  earnest  piety,  and  broad  public 
spirit,  and  donated  the  land  for  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  a cemetery,  a public  school  and 
an  academy.  He  was  held  in  very  high  es- 
teem by  his  fellow  citizens,  by  whom  he  was 
usually  addressed  as  “Squire.”  He  married 
the  first  school  teacher  in  the  town.  Miss  Eu- 
nice Platt,  whom  he  survived.  There  were 
born  to  them  four  children : Norman  H.,  Sa- 

mantha, Eliza  and  Obedience.  Norman  H., 
the  father  of  Jedediah  C.  Safford,  of  Rock- 
fall,  is  mentioned  in  the  following  paragraph. 
Samantha  married  a Mr.  Whittemore,  of  Mor- 
risville. Eliza  was  the  wife  of  Judge  John 
Page,  of  the  same  place.  Obedience  became 
Mrs.  Gates,  and  lived  in  Cadys  Falls,  Vt.,  for 
several  years,  but  later  moved  to  Wakefield, 
Ivans.,  where  she  is  yet  living,  now  over  ninety 
years  of  age;  Mr.  Gates  died  in  the  early 
fifties. 

Norman  H.  Safford  was  born  in  Morris- 
ville in  1805.  He  attended  the  district  schools 
and  an  academy  at  Montpelier,  and  after  leav- 
ing the  institution  last  mentioned  began  work 
in  earnest,  on  the  farm  and  in  the  mill.  When 
he  reached  mature  years  his  father  presented 
him  with  a farm,  cut  from  his  own  property, 
but  this  he  subsequently  sold,  purchasing  an- 
other situated  about  one-half  mile  from  the 
village.  There  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  in  1862,  his  demise  being  the  re- 
sult of  a general  decline  which  extended  over 
several  years.  Lie  was  a plain  man,  of  strong 
and  deep  convictions,  and  outspoken  in  their 
expression.  Lie  was  respected  and  popular, 
however,  and  was  chosen  to  fill  several  minor 
offices.  Lie  was  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a liberal  con- 
tributor to  its  work.  The  “circuit  rider”  and 
the  “itinerant”  were  among  his  most  frequent 
and  honored  guests.  Mr.  Safford  was  twice 
married,  and  bv  his  first  wife,  Mary  Cole,  had 
two  sons;  Joseph  1’.  and  Charles  V.  The 
elder  lost  his  life  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
during  the  Peninsular  campaign,  before  Rich- 
mond, being  a gallant  member  of  Company  E. 
Third  Vermont  V.  1.  Charles  W.  learned  the 
trade  of  machinist,  married  Lorinda  Giddings. 
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and  is  now  living  in  San  Diego,  Cal.  The  sec- 
ond wife  of  Norman  H.  Safford  was  Hannah 
P.  Quimby,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Mehitabel 
(Colcord)  Quimby,  of  Stratford,  Conn.,  where 
her  father  -was  a well-to-do  farmer.  She  also, 
was  the  mother  of  two  children,  Mary  and 
Jedediah  Colcord.  Mary  married  David  W. 
Gould,  a Methodist  minister,  and  died  at  Mor- 
ristown Corners,  Vt.  Mrs.  Hannah  P.  Safford 
entered  into  rest  December  17,  1884,  at  the 
home  of  her  son,  in  Middlefield,  and  sleeps  by 
the  side  of  her  husband,  in  the  quite  graveyard 
on  the  hillside  in  Morrisville. 

The  gentleman  whose  life  forms  the  sub- 
ject of  this  narrative  was  born  in  Morrisville 
February  15,  1844.  His  educational  advan- 
tages were  limited  to  those  afforded  by  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  academy,  yet  were  fully  equal 
to  those  enjoyed  by  the  average  boy  of  his  lo- 
cality and  generation.  His  father’s  poor 
health,  to>  which  reference  has  already  been 
made,  threw  upon  his  young  shoulders  a heavy 
weight  of  responsibility  in  the  way  of  conduct- 
ing and  overseeing  the  farm,  which  he  bore 
with  rare  discretion  and  surprising  ability,  for 
one  so  young.  After  his  father’s  death  in 
1862,  he  spent  the  summer  on  a farm,  and  in 
the  autumn  he  was  summoned  to  Middlefield, 
Conn.,  by  Moses  Terrill,  a native  of  Morris- 
ville, who  was  then  interested  in  a manufactur- 
ing business  in  the  Connecticut  town.  The 
proffer  of  employment  in  the  factory  of  the 
Metropolitan  Washing  Machine  Company,  of 
Baileyville,  was  promptly  accepted,  and  the 
young  man  began  work  for  them,  remaining 
with  that  concern  until  1864,  in  which  year  he 
removed  to  Gansevoort,  N.  Y.  There,  in  con- 
nection with  his  brother-in-law,  Rev.  Mr. 
Gould,  who  has  been  mentioned  in  a preceding 
paragraph,  he  engaged  in  farming;  they  leased 
two  farms,  and  cultivated  them  in  common. 
The  venture,  however,  did  not  prove  wholly 
satisfactory  to  Mr.  Safford,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing December  he  disposed  of  his  interest  there- 
in to  his  sister’s  husband,  and  returned  to 
Middlefield  to  resume  work  in  the  wringer  fac- 
tory. Applicants  for  employment  were  numer- 
ous, and  dozens  were  being  turned  away,  yet 
Mr.  Safford  had  so  thoroughly  demonstrated 
his  capability,  industry  and  fidelity  that  he  was 
promptly  re-instated  in  the  'force.  After  a 
year  or  more  spent  there  he  bought  a wagon 
and  team,  and  began  business  on  his  own  ac- 


count as  a teamster.  This  pursuit  he  followed 
until  1870,  in  which  year  he  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  station  agent  at  Middlefield,  for 
the  Air  Line  Division  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  & Hartford  Railroad.  In  1884  he  was 
transferred  to  Rockfall,  where,  in  addition  to 
his  employment  as  agent,  he  had  a half  inter- 
est in  a general  store  conducted  by  the  firm  of 
Safford  & Francis.  In  1889  he  resigned  his 
station  agency  and  removed  to  his  present  farm, 
of  which  he  became  the  owner  a few  years 
later,  and  where  he  now  carries  on  general 
farming  and  teaming. 

On  September  8,  1863,  in  Middlefield,  Mr. 
Safford  married  Erinice  Melissa  Metcalf, 
who  was  born  in  Tunbridge,  Orange  Co., 
Vt.,  April  5,  1841,  daughter  of  George 
S.  and  Roxana  (Mosher)  Metcalf.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jedediah  C.  Safford  have 
come  three  children : Annetta,  Mary  and 
Grace.  Annetta,  born  March  30,  1864,  mar- 
ried George  J.  Francis,  of  Durham,  and  died 
January  29,  1889.  leaving  one  child,  Annetta, 
who1  was  born  on  the  1st  of  that  same  month. 
Mary,  born  July  8,  1866,  is  unmarried.  Grace, 
born  February  22,  1880,  is  a successful  school 
teacher. 

Mr.  Safford  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  in  which  he  has  held  several  offices  of 
trust  and  prominence.  He  was  formerly  con- 
nected with  the  Iv.  of  P.  and  the  Good  Tem- 
plars, when  those  orders  had  lodges  in  Mid- 
dlefield. His  fellow  townsmen,  recognizing  his 
keen  sense,  sound  judgment  and  rare  integ- 
rity, have  chosen  him  to  fill  various  offices.  For 
four  years  he  was  first  selectman,  and  for  six 
years  tax  collector.  At  present  ( 1900)  he  is 
assessor.  He  represented  Middlefield  in  the 
Legislature  in  1887,  and  served  as  a member 
of  the  committee  on  Fisheries.  I11  politics  he 
is  a Republican. 

HERBERT  E.  SMITH,  treasurer  of  the 
J.  O.  Smith  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
Westfield,  Middlesex  county,  belongs  to  a fam- 
ily that  has  long  been  prominent  in  this  part  of 
the  State. 

John  Smith,  his  grandfather,  came  from 
England  with  his  family  in  1825,  and  located 
in  New  York,  where  he  continued  in  the  bus- 
iness until  some  time  in  the  fifties.  He  was  a 
japan  worker,  and  was  so1  proficient  in  the 
business  that  he  was  accustomed  to  sign  him- 
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► self  “John  Smith,  Japanner.”  In  1826  he 
■ bought  the  distillery  of  Nathaniel  Bacon,  in 
Westfield,  and  converted  it  into  a japan  fac- 
tory, the  first  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States. 
He  died  in  Westfield,  Conn.,  in  November, 
1857,  and  was  the  first  to  be  buried  in  the 
Miner  cemetery.  Mr.  Smith  was  married  be- 
fore he  left  England  to  a Mrs.  Owen,  of  Wales, 
and  their  children  were  as  follows:  (1)  Eliza 

married  Thomas  Cooke  and  died  in  Westfield. 
Mr.  Cooke  was  also  a japanner.  (2)  James 
O.  is  mentioned  below.  (3)  Harriet,  married 
Thomas  Smith,  a member  of  the  Smith-Bald- 
win  Manufacturing  Company,  of  New  York, 

1 dealers  in  varnish.  (4)  Sophia,  married  John 
Murch  and  is  still  living,  in  Jersey  City. 

James  Owen  Smith,  father  of  Her- 
bert E.,  was  born  May  1,  1813,  in  Birming- 
ham, England,  and  his  education  was  some- 
what limited,  as  he  had  to'  leave  school  when 
he  was  eight  years  old  and  go  to;  work  for  his 
father,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  was 
of  age.  During  the  later  years  of  his  boyhood 
he  attended  night  school.  In  the  fifties  he 
bought  his  father’s  business  in  New  York,  but 
soon  removed  to  Westfield,  having  bought  his 
father’s  plant  there,  and  he  conducted 
both.  From  1863  to  1873  he  lived  in  New 
York,  in  the  last-named  year  moving  back 
to  Westfield,  and  devoting  his  entire  time  to 
the  factory  at  that  place.  In  1878  the 
firm  was  reorganized,  with  J.  O.  Smith  as 
president  and  Herbert  E.  Smith  as  secretary 
and  treasurer.  It  was  a joint  stock  company, 
and  the  incorporators  were  J.  O.  Smith,  Sam- 
uel Wilcox,  Julius  W.  Burr,  of  Berlin,  and 
Thomas  B.  Odell,  of  New  York,  the  capital 
stock  being  fixed  at  $30,000.  The  fire  of  1874 
swept  away  all  their  structures  except  the  old 
distillery,  but  the  works;  were  at  once  rebuilt, 
of  brick  and  much  more  substantial.  The  out- 
put of  the  company  consists  of  japans,  var- 
nishes, wood  enameled  goods,  and  sign  and 
ferro  plates.  Employment  is  furnished  to 
thirty  men.  The  goods  sent  forth  from  this 
establishment  have  gained  a high  standing  for 
quality  throughout  the  United  States,  and  none 
better  are  to  be  found.  After  the  death  of  J. 
O.  Smith,  which  occurred  in  October,  1880, 
his  son  Alfred  became  president  of  the  conv 
pany,  and  acted  in  that  capacity  until  his  death 
in  1893.  Julius  W.  Burr,  the  father-in-law  of 
Herbert  E.  Smith,  is  now  president. 


James  O.  Smith  is  remembered  as  a man  of 
unusual  intelligence,  and  possessed  a valuable 
fund  of  information.  He  was  noted  for  his 
business  ability,  and  did  much  to  advance  the 
interests  of  his  firm.  He  knew  every  detail 
of  the  work,  and  could  do  anything  connected 
with  the  business.  In  social  circles  he  was  well 
known.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig,  and  then 
non-partisan,  and  he  insisted  on  character  and 
ability  as  essential  qualifications  for  local  can- 
didates. In  his  more  active  days  he  was  se- 
lectman, but  in  his  later  years  he~  declined  all 
official  honors.  He  took  a deep  interest  in 
school  matters,  and  was  always  an  advocate 
of  a liberal  and  progressive  policy  in  educa- 
tional matters.  In  New  York  Mr.  Smith  was 
a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He 
married  Mary  A.  Smith,  a native  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  who  was  a daughter  of  Mich- 
ael Smith,  and  a granddaughter  of  Michael 
Smith.  The  last  named  was  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  in  the  war  of  1812 
was  a colonel,  having  the  fortifications  of  New 
York  in  charge.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  had  the 
following  children:  (1)  Alfred  O.,  born  in 

June,  1836,  was  a bookkeeper  for  the  firm,  and 
as  noted  above,  was  president  from  1880  until 
his  death  in  1893.  Exceptionally  bright  and 
capable,  he  was  elected  selectman  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  old.  His  system  of  book- 
keeping is  followed  to  this  day.  He  belonged 
to  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  2,  F.  & A.  M.,  and 
also  to  the  local  lodge  of  K.  T.,  of  which  he 
was  first  commander  and  a charter  member. 
Mr.  Smith  married  Ellen  Wilcox,  of  South 
Farms,  and  they  had  children — Edward  V., 
Ellen  G.  (who  married  Charles  M.  Cromwell), 
Edward  A.  and  Albert  E.,  the  eldest  and 
youngest  dying  in  infancy.  Edward  A.  is 
the  present  secretary  of  the  firm.  Born  in 
1865,  he  graduated  from  Yale  Scientific 
School,  and  was  employed  as  a mechanical  en- 
gineer in  Middletown,  and  later  in  New  York. 
When  his  father  died  he  came  to  Westfield,  and 
since  that  time  has  filled  the  position  of  secre- 
tary. On  June  6,  1894,  he  was  married  to 
Lottie,  daughter  of  James  and  Ann  (Black) 
Wier,  and  is  the  father  of  two  children  Made- 
line and  Marjory.  (2)  James  S.,  who  died  in 
Westfield,  was  general  agent  for  the  company, 
lie  married  Angie  Church,  who  is  still  living 
in  Westfield  with  their  children,  Angie,  Edna 
and  James  C.  (3)  Mary  A.,  married  John 
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Schlesinger,  an  importer  of  New  York,  and  is 
the  mother  of  a large  family.  (4)  Sophia 
C.,  is  the  widow  0'f  John  Constant,  and  has  a 
son,  Theodore  E.  (5)  G.  Henry,  who  grad- 
uated from  Kenyon  College,  at  Gambier,  Ohio, 
and  from  the  Theological  Seminary  in  New 
York,  is  an  Episcopal  clergyman  in  Kent, 
Conn.  Ele  married  Ellen  Cornwall,  and  is  the 
father  of  three  children,  Rev.  H.  Mendenhall, 
Merrit  H.,  and  Paul.  (6)  Theodore  V.  is  now 
living  in  Stamford,  Conn.  Until  1893  he  was 
secretary  of  the  firm.  He  married  Imogene 
Adee,  of  New  York,  and  is  the  father  of  two 
children,  Mabel  and  Elmer.  (7)  Herbert  E. 
is  mentioned  below.  (8)  Edson  W.  married 
Minnie  Pratt,  who  is  now  living  in  Brooklyn. 
Tie  was  a promising  dentist  in  New  York, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years. 
(9)  Harriet  and  (10)  Arthur,  both  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

Herbert  E.  Smith  was  born  January  28, 
1849,  in  Westfield,  where  he  received  a good 
common-school  education,  and  in  1863  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  New  York,  where 
he  attended  the  public  schools  and  the  College 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1871.  He  made  a specialty  of 
civil  engineering,  and  took  a postgraduate 
course  in  Yale  Scientific  School.  In  1872  he 
was  engaged  in  railroad  construction  work  at 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  then  in  Ohio,  on  the 
Continental  railroad,  which  is  now  a part  of 
the  Nickle  Plate.  In  the  panic  of  1873  he  was 
laid  off,  and  coming  back  to  Connecticut,  be- 
came a part  of  the  working  force  of  the  firm 
with  which  he  has  ever  since  been  connected. 
In  1878,  on  the  reorganization  of  the  firm,  he 
became  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  he  has 
served  as  treasurer  to  the  present  time,  the 
greater  part  of  the  business  of  the  firm  passing 
through  his  hands. 

Herbert  E.  Smith  was  married.  April  21, 
1874,  to  Ella  J.  Burr,  of  Berlin,  Conn.,  who 
was  born  April  15,  1849,  daughter  of  Julius 
W.  and  Julia  E.  (Cornwall)  Burr,  and  died 
January  26,  1899.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  at  East  Berlin,  to  which 
Mr.  Smith  also*  belonged.  To>  this  union  came 
children  as  follows:  (1)  Eugene  H.,  born 

August  18,  1877,  died  in  infancy.  (2)  Clifford 
B.,  born  June  13,  1879,  graduated  from  the 
Middletown  high  school  in  1896.  In  1901 
Herbert  E.  Smith  married  Mrs.  Carrie  S.  Sey- 


mour Hewes,  of  Waterbury.  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  D.  P.,  College  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  and  also  affiliates  with  the  Royal 
Arcanum. 

GEORGE  WAKEMAN,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing agriculturists  of  East  Haddam,  Middlesex 
county,  is  descended  from  good  old  Puritan 
stock.  The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to 
America  was  John  Wakeman,  who  was  born 
in  Bewdley,  Worcestershire,  England,  March 
29,  1601,  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the  spring 
of  1640,  locating  first  in  Roxbury,  Mass.  His 
brother  Samuel,  who  probably  came  later,  was 
a resident  of  Cambridge  and  was  a man  of  con- 
siderable note,  holding  several  important  offi- 
cial positions ; he  was  killed  in  the  Bahama 
Islands.  Shortly  after  coming  to  America 
John  Wakeman  joined  the  New  Haven  Col- 
ony, being  one  of  its  original  settlers  and  one 
of  its  prominent  citizens.  He  was  deacon  of 
the  First  Church,  and  held  various  public 
offices,  including  that  of  treasurer  of  the  Col- 
ony. I11  1661  he  moved  to  Hartford,  where  he 
died  the  same  year.  He  was  married  in  England 
January  28,  1629,  to  Elizabeth  Hopkins, 

daughter  of  William  Hopkins,  a member  of 
the  famous  “Long  Parliament.”  She  died  in 
1658,  leaving  four  children:  John,  Helena, 

Samuel  and  Elizabeth. 

(II)  Rev.  Samuel  Wakeman,  son  of  the 
pioneer,  was  born  in  England  June  7,  1635, 
and  was  educated  at  Cambridge,  Mass.  He  was 
the  first  of  the  family  to*  locate  in  Fairfield, 
Conn.,  of  which  place  he  became  an  active  and 
influential  citizen,  and  was  the  second  pastor  of 
the  First  Congregational  Church  there,  being 
ordained  September  30,  1665.  He  died  March 
8,  1692.  His  wife  was  Hannah  Goodyear, 
daughter  of  Hon.  Stephen  Goodyear,  who  in 
1641  was  chosen  deputy  governor  of  the  Col- 
ony of  Connecticut  and  served  until  he  went 
home,  in  1656  or  ’57.  [Savage’s  Genealogical 
Dictionary,  Vol.  II,  Page  278.]  Hollister’s 
History  of  Connecticut,  Vol.  I,  Page  509, 
says:  “Stephen  Goodyear,  an  early  magistrate 
of  New  Haven  Colony,  and  one  of  its  wealthi- 
est and  most  enterprising  citizens,  became  a 
resident  there  in  1637.  He  was  chosen  deputy 
governor  in  1641,  and  continued  to  hold  the 
office  until  1650.”  Palfrey’s  History  of  New 
England,  Vol.  I,  Page  23],  refers  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Stephen  Goodyeare  in  1643  as  deputy 
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' governor,  and  Vol.  II,  Page  391,  in  a list  of 
the  officers  of  the  Colony,  says,  “Deputy  Gov- 
ernors, 1643-1657,  Stephen  Goodyeare.”. 

(III)  Capt.  Joseph  Wakeman,  son  of  Rev. 
Samuel,  was  married  in  1697  or  1698  to  Eliz- 
abeth Hawley,  who  was  born  May  6,  1679,  and 
died  August  17,  1753. 

(IV)  Jabez  Wakeman,  son  of  Capt.  Jo- 
seph , was  married  June  1,  1727,  1°  Ruth 
Treadwell.  He  died  in  1774. 

(V)  William  Wakeman,  of  Fairfield,  son 
of  Jabez,  was  born  April  1,  1730,  married 
June  21,  1753,  Sarah  Hill,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Abigail  (Dimon)  Hill.  He  served  as  ser- 
geant in  Capt.  Dimon ’s  Company,  May,  1775, 
and  as  sergeant  in  Capt.  Burr's  Company,  Col. 
Whiting’s  Regiment,  Fourth  Militia,  com- 
manded by  Lieut.  Col.  Johnathan  Dimon,  at 
Peekskill,  in  October,  1777.  [See  Record 
Connecticut  Men  in  Revolution,  Pages  521 
and  616.]  He  was  “established  to  be  Ensign 
of  the  Seventh  Company  of  the  Alarm  List,  in 
the  Fourth  Regiment  in  this  State,”  at  the 
January,  1778,  session  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly. [Records  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 

1 776- 1 778,  Vol.  I,  Page  485.]  He  died  March 
22,  1802. 

(VI)  Levi  Wakeman,  son  of  William  and 
grandfather  of  George,  was  born  in  Fairfield, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  in  1764,  and  migrated  to. 
Georgia,  Vt.,  where  he  owned  a farm  and  saw- 
mill. He  was  married,  about  1786,  to  Sarah 
Osborne,  and  died  in  the  West  Indies  while 
there  on  a business  trip,  leaving  four  children : 
Lois,  who  married  a Mr.  Osborn,  of  Trumans- 
burg,  N.  Y. ; Sarah;  William,  father  of 
George ; and  Levi  Hill. 

(VII)  William  Wakeman  was  born  March 
27,  1793,  and  died  November  22,  i88t.  He 
was  a native  of  Vermont,  but  was  only  four 
years  old  when  his  parents  returned  to  Fair- 
field,  Conn.,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  In 
Wilton,  this  State,  he  was  married,  February 
10,  1816,  to  Polly  Hurlbutt.  During  his 
youth  he  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  shoe- 
maker’s trade,  and  he  followed  that  occupa- 
tion in  connection  with  farming  throughout  life. 
His  death  occurred  at  Stamford,  Conn.  Relig- 
iously he  was  an  earnest  Baptist,  and  politically 
he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican, 
lie  was  a strong  believer  in  the  abolition  of 
slavery  before  many  of  the  people  of  the  North 
favored  the  cause.  Rev.  Nathaniel  Colver. 


D.  D.,  a B'aptist  minister,  and  one  of  the  agents 
of  the  “underground  railway,”  while  deliver- 
ing an  oration  against  slavery  at  Danbury, 
Conn.,  was  mobbed,  but  he  continued  to  lec- 
ture every  night  in  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Georgetown,  though  masked  men  formed  a 
part  of  his  audience,  and  on  the  third  evening 
the  building  was  blown  up.  After  this  occur- 
rence Mr.  Wakeman  took  an  active  part  in  the 
abolition  movement,  and  invited  Rev.  Mr.  Col- 
ver to  his  house,  where’he  lectured  to  immense 
crowds.  The  house  not  being  large  enough  to 
accommodate  the  people,  a wagon  was  drawn 
up  in  front  of  it,  and  from  it  Rev.  Mr.  Colver 
spoke.  Mr.  Wakeman  took  two  loads  of  fugi- 
tive negroes  north  in  broad  daylight.  He  was 
many  times  threatened  on  account  of  the  active 
part  he  took  in  the  abolition  movement,  but 
was  never  molested.  George  is  the  youngest 
of  his  five  children,  and  the  only  one  now  liv- 
ing. The  others  were  as  follows  : Levi  Hurl- 
butt,  born  December  28,  1816,  died  April  21, 
1889;  Sarah,  born  March  23,  1820,  died  Au- 
gust 18,  1833;  Orrilla,  born  February  24, 
1822,  died  January  24,  1830;  and  Minerva, 
born  April  12,  1824,  died  August  23,  1829. 

(VIII)  George  Wakeman  was  born  in  Wil- 
ton October  12,  1827,  and  came  to  Moodus, 
Middlesex  county,  in  1846.  He  attended  both 
the  common  and  select  schools  near  his  boy- 
hood home,  and  also  an  academy  at  Suffield 
for  a short  time.  He  began  life  for  himself 
as  a book  agent,  and  was  later  a clerk  and  all- 
around  useful  man  at  Leesville,  where  his  em- 
ployer ran  a store  and  mill.  For  several  years 
he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Moo- 
dus, at  Thomaston  one  year,  and  at  Bristol 
three  years,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has 
been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  though 
for  a time  he  was  interested  in  the  undertak- 
ing business.  He  returned  to  East  Hacldam  in 
1872,  and  there  he  has  since  made  his  home. 

On  June  12,  1856,  Mr.  Wakeman  married 
Miss  Virginia  Bulkeley^  a daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Cynthia  (Bigelow)  Bulkeley,  of  Colches- 
ter, and  a descendant  of  Rev.  Peter  Bulkeley, 
who  negotiated  with  the  Indians  for  the  trade 
of  a tract  of  land  six  miles  square,  which  be- 
came the  town  of  Concord,  Mass.  She  was 
related  to  Gov.  Bulkeley.  of  Connecticut.  Mrs. 
Wakeman  died  August  12,  1802.  leaving  three 
children,  namely:  (1)  George  Bulkeley.  horn 

August  30.  1857.  was  graduated  from  Brown 
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University  in  1884,  and  from  Cornell  in  1898, 
with  the  degree  of  Ph.  D.  He  was  connected 
with  the  History  Department  of  the  Univers- 
ity of  Cincinnati  for  a time,  subsequently  with 
the  same  department  in  the  University  of  Cal- 
ifornia. (2)  William  Walter,  born  July  29, 
i860,  graduated  from  Brown  University  in 
1887,  and  from  the  Newton  Theological  In- 
stitute in  1890.  His  hr st  pastoral  charge  was 
at  Hampton  Falls,  N.  H.,  where  he  remained 
from  1890  to  1897;  he  was  at  South  Medford 
Mass.,  from  1897  to  1900;  and  has  since  been 
at  Reading,  Mass.  On  June  26,  1900,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Lucia  Jane  Howe.  (3)  Levi  Vir- 
ginus,  horn  August  10,  1862,  died  October 
20,  1864. 

Mr.  Wakeman  was  again  married,  Novem- 
ber 23,  1863,  his  second  union  being  with 
Miss  Mary  Mehetabel  Spencer,  and  to  this 
marriage  have  also  come  three  children : 
Mary  Virginia,  born  January  30,  1865,  is  at 
home;  Arthur  Elijah,  born  April  11,  1873, 
is  now  at  the  head  of  the  Boston  Custom  Shirt 
Works,  of  Boston;  and  Violet  Mehetabel,  born 
May  7,  1877,  graduated  at  the  William  W. 
Backus  Training  School  for  Nurses,  Norwich, 
Conn.,  in  June,  1902. 

Originally  Mr.  Wakeman  was  a Democrat 
in  politics,  but  of  late  years  he  has  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  served  as  post- 
master of  Moodus  from  1854  to  1861,  has 
been  a member  of  the  school  board,  and  was 
justice  of  the  peace  for  a number  of  years,  but 
has  refused  all  other  offices.  In  his  religious 
views  he  is  a Baptist,  and  in  all  the  relations  of 
life  he  has  been  found  true  to  every  trust  re- 
posed in  him. 

ERNEST  ARTHUR  MARKHAM,  M. 
D.,  a well-known  physician  and  surgeon  of 
Durham,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  and  one  of 
the  most  influential  citizens  of  the  town,  was 
born  October  16,  1853,  in  Windsor,  Vt.,  a 
son  of  Oliver  and  Sarah  Ann  (Clark)  Mark- 
ham, natives  of  Middletown,  Conn.  He  is 
of'  remote  English  origin,  and  is  of  the  seventh 
generation  of  the  Markham1  family  in  Amer- 
ica, the  line  of  descent  being  as  follows : Dan- 
iel Markham,  born  in  England,  first  married 
Elizabeth  Whitmore,  who  died  in  1676,  and 
second,  Patience  Harris.  Daniel  (2)  was 
born  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  November  1,  1671, 
married  Deborah  Meacham,  and  died  in  En- 


field, May  6,  1760.  Jeremiah  born  February 
19,  1709,  or  1710,  married  Sarah  Meacham, 
who  -was  born  in  1709,  and  died  in  1787,  his 
own  death  having  occurred  September  22,  1753. 
Jeremiah  (2)  was  born  January  20,  1734,  and 
died  in  1827;  he  married  Amy  Deming,  who 
was  born  in  1743,  and  died  in  1825.  Jeremiah 
(3)  was  born  July  13,  1771,  married  Sally 
Clark,  who-  was  born  in  1776;  he  died  Octo- 
ber 1,  1853.  John  born  March  5,  1797,  died 
in  1874,  the  husband  of  Polly  Clark,  who  was 
born  in  1795,  and  died  in  1873.  Oliver  was 
born  in  1825,  and  married  Sarah  Ann  Clark, 
who  was  born  the  same  year. 

The  name  Markham  originated  in  1066,  in 
England,  at  a settlement  near  the  border  of 
Mercia  (now  Scotland),  the  name  being  as- 
sumed for  trading  purposes.  Its  origin  is  well 
given  in  the  following  lines : 

Once  Ancient  Mercia  did  her  borders  mark, 

With  home  among  the  leafy  woods  disorder, 

Whose  forest  bounds  upon  the  Isle’s  arc, 

A Saxon  set  to  mark  the  outer  border. 

A Saxon  hamlet  for  a border  home, 

A home,  a hame  upon  tte  Angle  border, 

A march,  a mark  beyond  the  city’s  dome, 

A march-home,  a mark-hame,  seat  of  civil  order. 

Around  this  clustered  sturdy  yeomen  few, 

This  was  the  valiant  Saxon  leader’s  hame, 

Claron,  a noble  chief  and  father  true, 

On  whom  “ye  towne”  bestowed  its  Saxon  name. 

(I)  Claron,  of  West  Markham,  was  a 
Saxon  chief  and  a member  of  this  family,  and,- 
for  services  rendered  in  the  war  of  the  Con- 
quest, was  rewarded  with  a grant  of  land — 
which  land,  however,  had  been  held  by  his  fa- 
ther and  grandfather  before  him. 

(II)  Roger  de  est  Markham  succeeded  to 
the  lands  of  his  father,  Claron,  in  West  Mark-  j 
ham,  and  later  acquired  lands  in  East  Mark-  ; 
ham,  located  on  the  banks  of  the  Idyl  river. 

(III)  Fulc  de  est  Markham  was  of  the  1 
third  generation. 

(IV)  Sir  Alexander,  known  as  Knight 
Castellane,  of  Nottingham  Castle,  Nottingham- 
shire, was  born  in  1130,  was  a sort  of  sheriff 
or  commander,  and  held  other  high  offices  in 
the  time  of  Henry  II. 

(V)  Sir  William  Markham,  of  Markham 
and  Tuxford,  succeeded  to  his  father’s  es- 
tates, and  married  Cecilia  de  Lexington, 
daughter  of  Richard  de  Lexington. 

(VI)  Sir  Richard,  eldest  son  of  Sir  Will- 
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iam,  succeeded  to  his  father’s  estate  and  half  of 
a Knight's  fee  from  his  mother’s 'estate,  but 
died  young. 

(VI)  Richard,  second  son  of  Sir  William, 
fell  heir  to  the  estates  of  his  father  and  elder 
brother,  but  did  not  inherit  the  title  of  the 
latter,  because  of  a peculiar  law  in  existence  at 
the  time  of  his  brother's  death. 

(VII)  John,  Lord  of  East  Markham, 
lived  partly  through  the  reigns  of  the  first 
three  Edwards,  of  the  English  dynasty,  was  a 
lawyer  and  King’s  Sergeant,  and  married 

! Joan,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Nicholas  Bot- 
[ tomsell. 

(VIII)  Sir  Robert,  also*  a lawyer  and 
j King's  Sergeant,  married  Isabell  Caunton. 

(IX)  Sir  John,  barrister  and  judge,  com- 
S mitted  Henry,  Prince  of  Wales  and  son  of 
! King  Henry  IV,  to  the  Fleet  prison,  in  London, 

\ for  a misdemeanor.  He  first  married  Eliza- 
beth De  Cressi,  and  secondly,  Millicent,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  De  Pickering,  and  died  on  St. 
Sylvester’s  day,  1409. 

(X)  Sir  Robert  De  Markham  married 
Elizabeth  Burdon,  and  died  about  1413. 

(XI)  Sir  Robert,  knight,  married  Sarah 
Joan  Dauheney,  receiving,  with  her,  estates  in 
Cotham,  and  died  in  1496. 

(XII)  Sir  John  married  Alicia  Skipworth, 
and  received  an  estate.  He  commanded  a bat- 
talion at  the  battle  of  Stoke* — one  of  the  im- 
portant engagements  that  took  place  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

(XIII)  Sir  John  (2)  was  lieutenant  of  the 
famous  Tower  of  London,  and  one  of  his 
daughters  was  maid  of  honor  to  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, and  was  married  to  the  noted  writer  Har- 
rington. Sir  John  first  married  Ann  Neville, 
whose  mother  was  a granddaughter  of  the 
I Earl  of  Somerset,  the  son  of  the  Duke  of  Lan- 
caster, son  of  King  Henry  III:  Plis  second 

marriage  was  to*  Margery  Langford,  and  his 
third  to  Ann  Strelly  Stanhope.  It  is  said  that 
a grandson  of  his  came  to*  Virginia  and  was 
the  progenitor  of  the  Markham  family  in  that 
| i state. 

(XIV)  John  (3)  married  Catherine  Bab- 
bington,  and  was  probably  still  young  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

(XV)  Robert,  only  son  of  the  last  named 
John,  was  born  in  Sireton,  Nottinghamshire, 
in  1536,  and  inherited  the  estate  of  his  grand- 
father. He  first  married  Maria,  daughter  of 


Sir  F.  Leeke,  and  next  married  Jane,  daughter 
of  William  Bunnell,  and  had  five  sons,  of 
whom  Francis  and  Gervase  were  soldiers  and 
writers.  Francis  in  1601  published  the  “Pete- 
gre”  (pedigree)  of  the  Markhams,  of  Mark- 
ham, Cotham,  Axton,  Allerton  and  Sedge- 
brook. 

(XVI)  Sir  Robert,  of  Cotham,  married 
Ann  Warburton.  He-  was  a sporting  man, 
and  squandered  the  estates  of  Cotham'  and  East 
Markham. 

(XVII)  Daniel,  third  son  of  Sir  Robert, 
inherited  a small  estate,  engaged  in  commer- 
cial pursuits  and  died  in  Plumstead,  now 
known  as  Pirney,  Norfolk  county,  in  1690, 
having  regained  fortune  by  pursuit  of  mercan- 
tile commerce. 

(XVIII)  Daniel  (2)  the  American  em- 
igrant, was  horn  in  Plumstead  Manor,  near 
Norwich,  England,  of  which  ancient  city,  his 
brother  Matthew,  was  mayor  in  1634.  Mat- 
thew had  a son,  also  named  Daniel,  who  was 
a Colonel  in  the  British  army,  and  came  to 
New  York  with  the  Duke  of  York,  in  1664. 
He  was  the  ancestor  of  the  present  Admiral 
Markham,  of  the  British  Navy,  whose  mother, 
brothers  and  sisters  are  now  living  in  Indepen- 
dence, Iowa.  Sir  Clements  Markham  of  the 
Royal  Geographical  Society,  also  comes  from 
the  same  ancestor.  Daniel  Markham  (2)  the 
original  American  emigrant,  arrived  in  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.,  in  1665,  whence  he  removed  to 
Middletown,  Conn.,  in  1667,  and  was  made  a 
freeman  in  1674.  He  was  a deacon  in  the 
First  Congregational  Church  in  1690,  and  one 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  first  bell  that  hung 
in  the  meeting-house,  November  18,  1679.  He 
was  first  married,  November  3,  1669.  to  Eliz- 
abeth, daughter  of  Lieut.  Francis  Whitmore, 
of  Cambridge.  This  marriage  was  favored 
with  three  children,  viz. : Daniel,  bom  in  No- 

vember, 1671  ; Elizabeth,  born  July  3,  1673, 
was  married  to  John  Bates,  ancestor  of  the 
Bates  family,  of  Haddam;  and  James,  born 
March  16,  1675,  married  Elizabeth!  Locke. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Whitmore)  Markham  died 
about  1676,  and  Daniel  Markham,  for  his  sec- 
ond wife,  married  Patience,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Harris,  of  Middletown.  To  this  sec- 
ond marriage  there  were  also  born  three  chil- 
dren: Martha  died  in  infancy;  Martha  (sec- 

ond), born  January  7,  1685,  was  married  to 
Jonathan  Center;  and  Edith,  born  May  11, 
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1694,  was'  first  married  to  Gideon  Webb,  and 
afterward  to  John  Arnold  (they  were  the 
ancestors  of  the  Arnold  family  of  Hacldam ) . 

(XIX)  Daniel  Markham,  the  eldest  child 
born  to  Daniel  the  immigrant,  married,  April 
2,  1703,  Deborah,  daughter  of  Ca.pt.  Isaac 
Meacham.  Daniel  died  in  Enfield,  Conn.,  May 
6,  1760,  leaving  a family  of  ten  children,  viz. : 
Daniel,  born  November  19,  1704,  married  Pa- 
tience Miller;  Deborah,  born  March  3,  1705- 
06;  Israel,  born  September  28,  1707,  married 
Ann  Spencer,  in  Willimantic ; Jeremiah,  born 
February  19,  1709-10  ; Isaac,  born  December 

2,  1 7 1 1 , married  Jemima  Pease,  May  9,  1734; 
Phebe,  born  1713,  was  married  January  2, 
I732_33>  to  William  Bement ; Margery,  born 
November  13,  1715;  Joseph,  February  16, 
1717;  Sybil,  born  in  Enfield  February  1,  1719, 
was  baptized  in  Middletown  and  was  married 
in  Somers  to  Aaron  Chapin ; and  Edith  was 
born  May  14,  1722. 

(XX)  Jeremiah  Markham,  the  fourth  of  the 
above  family,  was  born  in  Middletown,  and 
was  a blacksmith  in  ship  iron  work.  He  mar- 
ried in  Enfield,  in  1733,  Sarah  Meacham,  who 
was  born  about  1709.  Jeremiah  died  in  1753, 
and  his  widow,  March  30,  1787.  They  were 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  viz. : Jeremiah, 
born  January  20,  1734;  Sarah,  born  May 
15,  1736,  was  married  May  11,  1756,  to 
Daniel  Dunham ; Deborah,  born  August  27, 
1 737,  was  first  married  to  Sylvanus  Moore, 
and  next  to  Josiah  Beeman ; Ruth  was  born 
October  21,  1741  ; Keziah,  born  November  28, 
1742,  wlas  married  to  John  Ward,  July  8, 
1784;  Eunice,  born  April  6,  1744,  was  married 
to  Dudley  Holldridge,  of  Canaan ; Dorcas 
was  born  July  5,  1745;  Samuel,  born  October 

3,  1746,  was  grandfather  of  Col.  William 
Markham.,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  the  latter  being 
known  as  the  “Father  of  Modern  Atlanta;’’ 
Ezekiel  was  born  February  5,  1748;  Ebenezer, 
born  May  11,  1749,  married  Dorothy  John- 
son; Jael  was  born  February  21,  1751;  and 
Anna,  born  July  9,  1752,  was  married  to  Jep- 
tha  Brainerd. 

(XXI)  Jeremiah  Markham  (2),  the  eldest 
of  the  above  named  children,  was  born  in  Mid- 
dletown, was  reared  a blacksmith  in  iron  work 
for  ships,  and  was  a sergeant  in  Cook's  regi- 
ment under  Gen.  Gates.  He  fought  in  all  the 
battles,  from  Ticonderoga  to  the  second  engage- 
ment at  Bemis  Heights,  and  in  the  latter  was 


shot  through  the  head,  but  recovered.  He  mar-  i 
ried  April  20,  1769,  Amy  Deming,  who  was  ;j 
born  in  Wethersfield,  September  4,  1743,  a 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Amy  (Bunce)  Dem-  I 
ing  and  died  March  11,  1825,  being  followed  j 
to  the  grave  by  her  husband,  November  17, 
1827. — he,  dying  at  Plymouth.  Jeremiah  and 
Amy  (Deming)  Markham  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  viz. : Amy,  born  June  20, 

1770,  was  married  to  John  Driggs;  Jeremiah,  ! 
born  July  13,  1771  ; Hester,  born  in  January,  ^ 
1 773,  was  married  to  Obediah  Bowe;  Lois,  ! 
born  April  14,  1774;  John,  born  November  J 
28,  1775,  married  Almira  Holley,  the  aunt  of 
Amanda  Holley,  “Josiah  Allen’s  wife,”  the  [ 
well-known  story  writer ; Margery,  born  No-  ' 
vember  8,  1776;  Hannah,  November  22,  1778;  j 
Levi,  born  January  1,  1780,  married  Rosanna  j 
Rowe  ; Rhoda,  born  March  3,  1781,  was  mar-  j 
ried  to  Daniel  Potter ; Sarah,  born  July  7,  j 
1782,  was  married  to  Levi  Scott;  and  Lydia,  ■ 
born  January  6,  1784,  was  married  to  Luther 
Downes. 

(XXII)  Jeremiah  Markham  (3),  the  sec- 
ond of  the  above  family,  was  born  at  Middle-  1 
town  was  a blacksmith  and  miller  and  the  own-  } 
er  of  Markham’s  mills.  He  married  Sally  j 
Clark,  who  was  born  in  Haddam,  in  1776,  a | 
daughter  of  Oliver  and  Sarah  (Pel ton)  Clark.  » 
He  died  in  1853,  and  she  died  February  19,  j 
1866.  They  had  a family  of  seven  children,  > 
viz. : John,  born  March  5,  1797,  married  Pol-  | 

ly  Clark,  of  Middlebury;  Oliver,  born  Janu-  , 
ary  29,  1798,  died  in  1825;  Ebenezer,  born  i 
April  13,  1801,  married  Phebe  Daniels;  Rus-  I 
sell,  born  April  20,  1803,  died  unmarried;  Jo- 
hanna, born  April  14,  1806,  was  married  to  j 
Harris  Lyon;  Jacob,  born  February  16,  1814,  ! 

died  single,  and  Horace,  born  January  12,  j! 
1823,  married  Elizabeth  Crandell. 

(XXIII)  John  Markham,  eldest  child  of  i1 
Jeremiah  and  Sally  (Clark)  Markham,  was  [I 
also  born  in  Middletown,  was  a blacksmith  and 
gunmaker,  and  was  the  last  owner  of  Mark- 
ham’s mills.  He  was  married  September  15, 
1819.  to  Polly  Clark,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 8,  1795,  a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Abigail 
(Northup)  Clark.  Daniel  Clark  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  was  wounded  and  was 
granted  a pension.  Polly  (Clark)  Markham 
died  August  17,  1873,  and  John  Markham,  Au-  ; 
gust  24,  1874,  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
namely:  George  T.,  now  deceased,  was  born 
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.April  2,  1820,  and  married  Adeline  Roberts; 
Augustus,  also  deceased,  was  born  Oc- 
tober 29,  1821,  and  married  Lucia  Coe,  of 
Middlefield:  Sarah  Maria,  born  August  23, 
1823,  was  married  to*  Cyrus  Johnson,  and  is 
now  deceased;  Oliver,  father  of  Dr.  Ernest  A., 
ivas  born  July  17,  1825,  and  died  February  7, 
1902,  at  Jacksonville,  Fla. ; Russell,  born 
March  14,  1827,  died  young;  Mary  E.,  born 
December  23,  1828,  was  married  to  Henry 
Ashton,  and  died  August  20,  1898;  Jane,  also 
deceased,  was  born  May  31,  1830,  and  was 
married  to  William  Caughey;  Russell  (2), 
born  May  18,  1832,  married  Elvira  A.  Walker, 
[and  resides  in  Chicopee,  Mass.;  Ellen  A.,  born 
(November  2,  1833,  is  the  wife  of  George  Wells 
and  is  living  in  Boston,  Mass.;  John,  Jr.,  born 
March  3,  1836,  married  Hester  J.  Clark  and 
resides  in  Middletown,  Conn. ; Theron  C.,  born 
October  28,  1838,  married  Almira  Banning, 
.and  is  living  in  Middletown,  Connecticut. 

(XXIV)  Oliver  Markham,  father  of 
the  Doctor,  was  born  in  Middletown,  was  a 
gun-smith  by  trade,  was  a contractor  in 
Sharp’s  armory  during  its  entire  existence  in 
Hartford,  and  was  also  the  inventor  of  parts  of 
the  famous  rifle.  While  a resident  of  Hartford 
he  was  elected  a member  of  the  city  council,  in 
4862.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a di- 
rector in  and  vice-president  of  the  Central 
National  Bank,  of  Middletown,  but  led  a 
retired  life,  spending  each  winter  in  Jackson- 
ville, Fla.,  and  each  summer  in  Middletown, 
Conn.  Ide  married  July  23,  1848,  Sarah  Ann 
Clark,  who  was  born  July  8,  1825,  and  whose 
ancestral  history  is  given  in  full  on  succeed- 
ing pages.  The  marriage  of  Oliver  Markham 
has  been  blessed  with  two  children : Revilo 

C\,  born  August  3,  1849,  married  Marion 
Palmer,  president  of  the  Central  National 
Bank,  of  Middletown;  and  Dr.  Ernest  Arthur. 

Dr.  Ernest  Arthur  Markham,  when  but 
four  years  old,  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
Hartford,  where  his  early  education  was  ac- 
quired at  the  South  school  on  Wadsworth 
street,  and  in  the  high  school.  The  family  re- 
moving to  Middletown,  he  there  attended  the 
high  school,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1871. 
He  took  special  courses  in  physiological  and 
agricultural  chemistry,  doing  a great  deal  of 
extra  study  in  the  latter  work,  and  the  first 
State  Agricultural  Station  was  established  on 
the  experiments  of  his  class.  After  his  grad- 


uation from  the  Wesleyan  University,  1875, 
degree  A.  B.,  he  went  to  the  New  York  Ec- 
lectic Medical  School,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1877,  and  in  1878  he  took  a post- 
graduate course.  He  then  went  to  Glaston- 
bury, remained  a few  months,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1878,  he  settled  in  Durham,  where  he  has 
since  stood  at  the  head  of  his  profession.  In  the 
winter  of  1885-86,  he  had  charge  of  a class  in 
chemistry,  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  College,  in 
New  York,  returning  to- Durham  in  the  spring. 
He  is  a,  member  of  the  New  York  City  Eclec- 
tic Medical  Society,  resident  student  of  the 
Ph.  D.  of  Illinois  Wesleyan  University.  Dur- 
ing its  existence  he  was  a member  of  Middle- 
sex Lodge,  No.  31,  K.  of  P.,  of  Middlefield. 
Ide  is  a member  of  the  Connecticut  Historical 
Society,  the  Middlesex  County  Historical  So- 
ciety, and  of  the  sons  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution ; likewise  a charter  member  of  Cogin- 
chaug  Council,  No.  62,  O.  U.  A.  M.  He  is 
quite  a genealogist,  and  furnished  the  pub- 
lishers of  this  work  with  the  data  for  the 
Markham  and  Clark  family  histories,  as  they 
here  appear.  He  is  a leader  in  all  historical 
matters,  and  is  taking  an  active  part  in  com- 
piling a new  history  of  Durham. 

Dr.  Markham  was  a representative  from 
the  Durham  district  in  the  State  Legislature  in 
1895  and  served  on  the  Labor  committee.  He 
has  been  auditor  and  justice  of  the  peace,  has 
filled  many  minor  offices,  and  is  now  a notary 
public  and  health  officer. 

On  April  21,  1876,  Dr.  Markham  married 
Anna  De'rring  (Brown)  Martin,  a native  of 
Sag  Harbor,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Addison  and  Mary  A.(Willcox)  Brown. 
Four  children  have  been  born  of  this  union, 
viz. : Oliver  I.,  who  was  born  February  3, 

1 877,  was  graduated  from  Yale  Business  Col- 
lege in  1897,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  jew- 
elry business;  Leonard  B.,  born  September  1, 

1878,  was  also  graduated  from  Yale  Business 

College  with  the  class  of  1897,  's  with  the 
Columbia  Trust  Company,  and  resides  under 
the  parental  roof;  Maud  M.,  born  December 
15,  1879,  is  a graduate  from  Doan's  private 
school,  in  Durham,  and  is  still  at  home;  and 
Ernest  Arthur.  Jr.,  born  October  31.  1882, 

died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  The  Doctor  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  he  is  a warden,  and  the  children  are 
also  of  the  same  faith. 
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The  maternal  ancestors  of  Dr.  Markham 
trace  their  line  of  descent  to  John  Clark,  who 
was  born  in  Ipswich,  County  of  Suffolk,  Eng- 
land, in  1612.  He  came  to  Boston,  Mass.,  in 
1634,  in  the  ship  “Elizabeth,”  came  thence  to 
Connecticut  in  the  same  year,  was  among  the 
first  to  form  a civil  government  at  New  Haven, 
and  was  clerk  of  the  militia  in  1648.  Tradi- 
tion has  it  that  he  married  a daughter  of  Capt. 
George  Lamberton,  of  the  ship  “Phantom.” 

John  Clark,  son  of  John  the  immigrant, 
was  born  in  New  Haven,  in  1637,  came  to  Mid- 
dletown, and  was  known  as  “Plain  John,” 
there  being  numerous  other  John  Clarks  in  the 
town,  who*  held  office,  and  were  recognized  by 
the  title  pertaining  thereto.  “Plain  John” 
Clark  married  Abigail  Cheney,  who1  was  the 
daughter,  probably,  of  William  Cheney,  a rep- 
resentative in  1660-1663,  and  many  times  af- 
terward. To  their  marriage  came  five  chil- 
dren: Anne,  born  November  5,  1690;  John, 

April  12,  1693;  Ambrose,  March  25,  1696; 
Cheney,  October  8,  1698;  and  Eunice,  August 
27,  1700. 

Ambrose  Clark,  above  mentioned,  owned  a 
tract  of  land  in  the  West  part  of  Middletown, 
eighty  rods  wide,  and  extending  a little  over 
four  miles  from  the  Durham  line  northward. 
He  erected  his  dwelling  in  Long  Hill,  which 
dwelling  was  famous  for  its  very  large  timbers. 
Hie  was  known  as  “Lord  Am.”  He  married 
April  21,  1715,  Elizabeth  Ward,  who  was  born 
November  11,  1694,  a daughter  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Rockwell)  Ward.  Ambrose  Clark 
died  March  18,  1764,  the  father  of  ten  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Anne,  born  March  22,  1716; 

Elizabeth,  April  21,  1718;  John,  September 
30,  1720;  Ambrose,  April  30,  1723;  Eunice, 
April  27,  1724;  Sarah,  October  15,  1726; 
Samuel,  May  26,  1729;  Lamberton,  August 
24,  1731;  Mary,  June  21,  1734;  and  William, 
June  29,  1737. 

Lamberton  Clark,  of  the  above  family,  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Jones,  of  Saybrook,  June  14, 
1753,  and  to  this  marriage  were  born  three 
children:  John,  March  1,  1754;  Mary,  Feb- 

ruary 15,  1756,  died  September  15,  1759;  and 
Thomas,  June  18,  1758,  died  December  30, 
1 759-  Mrs.  Rebecca  Clark  died  July  4,  1758, 
and  Lamberton  Clark  married,  August  29, 
1759,  Sarah  Foster,  and  to'  this  union  were 
born  ten  children  in  the  following  order : Lam- 


berton, June  26,  1760;  Samuel,  December  8, 
1761;  Ambrose,  December  2,  1763;  Stephen, 
August  19,  1765;  George,  March  23,  1768; 
Daniel,  February  20,  1770;  Enoch,  July  4, 
1772;  William,  February  26,  1775;  Michael, 
July  2,  1777;  and  Seth,  May  4 1779. 

Ambrose  Clark,  of  the  above  family,  re- 
sided in  the  Newfield  District  of  Middletown, 
and  owned  the  land  now  occupied  by  John- 
son’s brickyard.  On  March  26,  1787,  he  mar- 
ried “Allis”  or  Alice  Ransom,  of  Salisbury, 
a daughter  of  Peleg  and  Sarah  (Foster)  Ran- 
som. To  this  marriage  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren in  the  following  order  : Sally,  January  26, 

1788.  who  died  young;  Peleg  R.,  January  23, 

1789,  who  served  in  the  war  of  1812;  Daniel; 
William,  who  also  served  in  the  war  of  1812; 
Polly,  who  was  married  to  Parle}'  Bidwell ; 
Ambrose,  born  in  1 793 ; and  Sally,  who  died 
when  eighteen  years  old. 

Ambrose  Clark,  grandfather  of  Dr.  Mark- 
ham, married,  in  1823,  Minerva  Root,  who  was 
born  in  Sciprn,  N.  HI.,  in  1807,  a daughter  of 
Obediah  and  Susannah  (Wilcox)  Root,  the 
latter  a daughter  of  Comfort  and  Consider 
Wilcox.  This  marriage  was  blessed  with  three 
children,  namely  : Sarah  Ann,  born  July  8, 

1825,  became  the  mother  of  Dr.  Ernest  A. 
Markham;  Eliza  D.,  who  was  born  in  1827, 
was  first  married  to*  Philip  Simonds,  and  next 
to  Henry  Murfey;  and  Hester  Jane,  born  in 
1829,  married  John  Markham,  Jr. 

HON.  PHINEAS  M.  AUGUR  (de- 
ceased) was  during  a long  and  active  life  very 
prominent  in  the  agricultural  affairs  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  and  vitally  interested 
in  the  Prohibition  movement,  consenting  to 
the  use  of  his  name  as  a candidate  for  govern- 
or at  the  last  election  prior  to  his  decease. 

Mr.  Augur’s  birth  occurred  in  Middlefield, 
Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  February  8,  1826.  He 
was  the  sixth  generation  from  Robert  Augur, 
bis  first  American  ancestor,  who  came  from 
England  to  the  New  Haven  Colony,  and  was 
a relative  of  Nicholas  Augur,  physician  and 
trader,  at  New  Haven.  Robert  Augur  was 
married  November  20,  1673,  to  Miary,  daugh- 
ter of  Deputy  Gov.  Mathew  Gilbert.  John 
Augur,  son  of  this  marriage,  born  in  1686,  mar- 
ried Marv  Bradley.  Isaac  Augur,  son  of  John, 
married  Eunice  Tyler,  and  their  children  were: 
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J Eunice,  Justus,  Isaac,  Prosper,  Lois,  Felix, 
Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Mary,  Joseph,  Eleazer  and 
Prudence. 

Prosper  Augur,  son  of  Isaac,  born  in  1756, 
married  in  1781  Thankful,  daughter  of  Deacon 
Giles  Miller,  of  Middlefield,  Conn.  Deacon 
Miller  was  a prominent  man  of  that  commun- 
ity, a descendant  of  Thomas  Miller,  who  came 
from  Massachusetts  to  Middletown,  Conn., 
soon  after  its  settlement,  and  located  at  South 
Farms.  The  children  of  Prosper  and  Thank- 
ful Augur  were:  Elizabeth,  born  in  1782,  mar- 
ried Comfort  Johnson,  and  died  in  1849; 
Sally,  born  in  1784,  married  Luman  Wetmore, 
and  died  in  1850;  Polly  born  in  1786,  died  in 
1849;  Phineas  is  mentioned  below.  The  par- 
ents settled  in  Middlefield.  Air.  Augur  was  a 
man  of  excellent  parts,  known  for  his  integrity 
of  character  and  great  usefulness  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  His  death  took  place  in 
1836,  and  he  whs  buried  in  the  North  burying 
ground. 

Phineas  Augur,  only  son  of  Prosper,  was 
born  August  11,1788,  and  in  1821  married 
Esther  Kirby,  of  Upper  Houses,  now  the  town 
of  Cromwell.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he 
commenced  teaching  school,  and  at  the  close 
' of  his  first  examination,  before  Dr.  David  Dud- 
ley Field,  of  Haddam,  the  learned  doctor 
quoted  Timothy,  “Let  no  man  despise  thy 
youth.”  After  teaching  very  successfully  for 
several  years  Mr.  Augur  died,  November  18, 
1825,  leaving  one  son,  Phineas  Miller. 

Phineas  Miller  Augur  was  born  February 
8,  1826,  in  that  part  of  Middletown  now  known 
as  Middlefield,  three  months  after  the  death 
of  his  father.  Before  the  end  of  his  ninth  year 
his  mother  married  Capt.  Samuel  Burgess,  of 
, Guilford,  Conn.,  and  he  removed  with  her  to 
j that  place.  Receiving  a good  common-school 
i education,  he  supplemented  this  by  an  acad- 
emic course,  and  so  prepared  himself  that  he 
received  appointments  in  Durham  Academy, 
Wells  Grammar  School,  at  Hartford,  and  else- 
; where.  In  1846  he  removed  to  Middlefield, 

I Conn.,  and  settled  upon  the  homestead  of  his 
father,  devoting  himself  to  farming  and  sur- 
veying. In  this  connection  Mr.  Augur  made  a 
map  of  Middlefield,  with  its  necessary  post 
routes,  which  was  used  successfully  at  Wash- 
ington in  securing  the  establishment  of  a post- 
office  at  Middlefield,  and  later,  when  the  place 
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was  set  off  as  a town,  he  was  made  the  assess- 
or, in  1866.  Air.  Augur  was  a selectman 
and  for  many  years  a justice  of  the  peace.  For 
thirty  years  he  was  a deacon  in  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  In  1869  he  was  sent  as  a 
representative  to  the  General  Assembly ; was 
the  county  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Ag- 
riculture for  three  years;  and  held  the  office 
of  pomologist  from  1872  until  his  death.  In 
1876  he  was  delegated  by  the  State  Board  of 
Agriculture  to  make  a’  collection  of  Connecti- 
cut products  for  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  in 
Philadelphia,  and  this  was  regarded  as  among 
the  very  best  in  its  excellence,  extent  and 
variety,  being  especially  remarkable  for  the 
great  number  of  fruits  of  Connecticut  origin. 
Air.  Augur  was  a life  member  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Horticultural  Society,  and  vice-president 
of  the  committee  of  the  American  Pomologi- 
cal  and  Horticultural  Societies,  and  he  was  a 
frequent  contributor  to  agricultural  publica- 
tions. 

Air.  Augur  took  an  active  part  in  all  mat- 
ters of  public  interest  or  improvement,  and 
endeavored  to  promote  sentiment  on  the  right 
side  of  public  issues.  A strong  anti-slavery 
man,  he  served  at  several  different  times  as  an 
assistant  to  fugitive  slaves  in  their  escape  to 
freedom.  Always  an  abstainer  from  intoxi- 
cants, he  was  a stanch  advocate  of  temperance 
reform,  leaving  the  Republican  party  in  1884, 
and  thereafter  giving  his  influence  and  his 
vote  to  the  Prohibition  party.  In  1886  he  was 
the  candidate  of  that  party  for  lieutenant 
governor,  and  in  1890  for  governor. 

Phineas  M.  Augur  was  married  May  7, 

1846,  to  Lucy  Eliza  Parmelee,  who  was  born 

July  15,  1825,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Parmelee 
and  Alaria  Dudley,  both  of  Guilford.  The 
death  of  Mrs.  Augur  took  place  in  1895,  from 
cancer.  A beautiful  testimonial  from  her 
daughter  tells  of  her  patience  and  unquestion- 
ing faith:  “Her  loving  spirit  and  holy  influ- 

ence will  linger  long  in  the  homes  of  her  chil- 
dren.” Children  as  follows  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Augur;  Edwin,  born  January  31. 

1847,  married  Susan  Buell  Case  in  1869:  he 
was  for  many  years  city  surveyor  of  Middle- 
town.  Lucy  Elizabeth,  born  in  1849.  married 
in  1872  Charles  Abraham  Dudley,  of  Guilford, 
Conn.  Mary  Eliza,  born  in  1852.  married,  in 
1874,  Horace  Francis  Dudley,  of  Guilford, 
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Alfred  H.,  is  mentioned  below.  Charles  Par- 
melee.  born  in  1857,  married  in  1880  Ida  Eula- 
lia Bradley,  of  Westfield. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Augur  came  suddeuly, 
of  heart  disease,  July  14,  1891,  in  his  sixty- 
sixth  year,  bringing  with  it  regret  to  the  com- 
munity. In  manner  he  was  courteous,  cordial 
and  unassuming;  his  hospitality  was  free- 
handed, his  nature  sympathetic.  Wherever  he 
met  little  children  he  became  their  friend,  al- 
ways noticing  them,  their  innocence  and  art- 
lessness possessing  a charm  for  him.  As  a 
friend  he  was  faithful,  and  he  was  a wise  coun- 
selor. He  was  a social  factor  whose  influence 
was  ever  on  the  side  of  morality. 

Alfred  H.  Augur  is  a very  popular  and 
well-known  clerk  and  treasurer.  His  birth  oc- 
curred February  5,  1855,  in  the  north-western 
part  of  the  town,  on  the  site  of  the  present 
“Higby  Mountain  Reservoir.’’  Mr.  Augur  was 
an  apt  pupil  in  the  district  schools,  and  later  at- 
tended the  Durham  Academy,  from  there  en- 
tering the  office  of  Joel  H.  Guy,  of  Meriden, 
Conn.,  to  become  initiated  into  the  details  of 
business  life.  After  sixteen  months’  experience 
in  real-estate  and  insurance  methods  Mr.  Au- 
gur took  a course  at  the  National  Business  Col- 
lege, in  New  Haven,  graduating  from  that  in- 
stitution in  1874.  Returning  to  his  father’s 
home  in  Middlefield,  he  became  associated  with 
his  distinguished  father  and  his  younger  bro- 
ther, Charles  P.,  in  fruit  and  berry  growing  and 
the  sale  of  nursery  stock,  under  the  firm  name 
of  P.  M.  Augur  & Sons,  continuing  thus 
until  the  death  of  Phineas  M.  Augur,  when  the 
firm  name  was  changed  to  P.  M.  Augur's  Sons. 

On  May  25,  1880,  Mr.  Augur  was  married 
to  Anna  E.  Camp,  of  Middlefield,  who  was 
born  in  Durham,  daughter  of  Charles  E.  and 
Elizabeth  (Hart)  Camp;,  and  the  following 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union:  Nellie 
H.,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Middletown 
high  school,  and  is  now  teaching  in  East  Wall- 
ingford; Frank  C.,  deceased;  Ernest  A.;  and 
Rose  L. 

After  the  death  of  the  father  of  our  subject, 
and  the  assumption  of  the  business  by  the  two 
brothers,  they  erected  their  present  green- 
houses, Charles  P.  Augur  superintending  that 
part,  and  our  subject  retaining  his  residence  on 
the  home  farm,  until  September,  1897,  when 
he  sold  the  same  for  water  purposes  and  came 


to  his  present  location,  erecting  his  present 
home. 

Since  1895  Mr.  Augur  has  most  efficiently 
filled  the  offices  of  town  clerk  and  treasurer, 
is  also  treasurer  of  the  town  deposit  fund,  is 
a notary  public,  and  has  served  in  many  of  the 
local  offices.  Socially  he  is  connected  with 
Middlefield  Grange,  No.  63,  and  is  past  master 
of  the  same,  having  been  master  for  a term  of 
three  years.  His  wife  and  oldest  daughter  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Middlefield,  and  Mr.  Augur  is  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  school.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Middlefield. 

JOSEPH  LORD1  HAYDEN  (deceased) 
was  a member  of  one  of  the  old  families  of 
Middlesex  county,  and  his  ancestral  history 
may  be  found  elsewhere  under  the  name  of 
James  M.  Hayden,  of  the  town  of  Essex. 

Samuel  M.  Hayden,  the  grandfather  of 
Joseph  Lord,  was  born  in  1772,  and  died  in 
1841.  Elizabeth  Master,  his  wife,  was  born 
in  what  is  now  Wisconsin  in  1780. 

Ulysses  Hayden,  the  father  of  Joseph 
Lord,  and  the  second  son  of  Samuel  and  Eliz- 
abeth Hayden,  ryas  born  in  1802  in  Essex, 
Conn.,  where  he  died  August  3,  1842.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Lord,  and  became  the  fa- 
ther of  the  following  family : Elizabeth,  who 

married  Calvin  Ely,  of  Hamburg,  and  is  now 
deceased ; Joseph  Lord ; and  Aurelia,  the  wife 
of  E.  O.  Reynolds,  of  Lyme,  Conn.  Mrs. 
Hayden’s  second  husband  was  a Brockway, 
and  by  that  union  she  had  one  son,  Ulysses  H., 
now  a resident  of  Hartford. 

Joseph  Lord  Hayden  was  born  in  Essex, 
Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  July  11,  1837.  When 
a boy  he  lived  in  Lyme,  where  the  Lords  also 
lived.  He  obtained  his  education  in  the  home 
schools  and  in  Williston  Seminary,  at  East 
Hampton,  Mass.  When  a young  man  he  was 
a clerk  in  a general  store  at  Lyme,  and  when 
a little  older  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  at 
Avon,  N.  Y.  Later,  returning  to  Connecticut, 
he  became  connected  with  the  Valley  railroad, 
then  in  process  of  construction,  and  was  one  of 
its  first  conductors.  From  the  Valley  line  he 
went  to  the  Old  Colony  road,  as  assistant  to 
purchasing  agent  Giles  Ward,  and  on  the 
death  of  that  gentleman  succeeded  to  his  po- 
sition. When  the  road  was  absorbed  by  the 
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! “Consolidated,”  a place  was  found  for  Mr. 
Hayden  in  the  general  offices  at  New  Haven, 
where  he  remained  for  a year.  He  spent  a 
few  quiet  years  in  Saybrook,  where  he  died 
in  his  sixty-third  year,  after  a mysterious  ill- 
ness of  ten  days,  which  began  with  a swelling 
on  the  arm,  and  developed  rapidly  into  an  ag- 
gravated case  of  pneumonia. 

Mr.  Hayden  was  twice  married.  By  his 
first  wife,  Louise  Johnson,  daughter  of  Tim- 
othy Johnson,  of  Lyme,  he  had  two  sons,  one 
of  whom,  Frank,  is  deceased;  the  other,  Harry, 
is  living  in  the  West.  Mr.  Hayden's  second 
wife,  who  survives  him,  was  Miss  Lucy  Bell 
Ward,  daughter  of  Giles  Ward,  with  whom 
Mr.  Hayden  was  associated  on  the  Old  Colony 
Road.  There  were  two  sons  by  this  marriage, 
Giles  Ward,  who  is  in  an  insurance  office 
in  Springfield,  Mass.;  and  Joseph  Lord,  Jr.,  a 
resident  of  Saybrook. 

Mr.  Hayden  was  a man  of  integrity  and 
1 manifest  business  ability,  and  was  very  popu- 
1 lar  with  all  classes.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  education, 
and  in  1897  he  represented  the  town  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  he  did  good  service 
on  the  Railroad  committee.  In  religion  he  was 
: a member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church, 

: where  his  devotion,  high  spirit,  and  fraternal 
feeling  made  him  a most  esteemed  member. 
He  was  a Republican,  but  quite  as  popular 
with  the  Democrats.  Fraternally  he  was  a 
Freemason. 

The  record  of  the  Ward  family  in  this 
part  of  the  State  begins  with  John  Ward, 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Hayden,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  the  city  of  New  York.  He  mar- 
ried Rebecca  FI.  Blague,  who  came  of  an  old 
English  family,  and  late  in  life  moved  to  the 
West,  where  he  died.  To  John  and  Rebecca 
H.  Ward  were  born  : John  B.,  who  lived  in 

Norwich,  and  died  in  Old  Saybrook;  Ann 
1 Sophia,  who  died  in  Saybrook,  unmarried ; 
Giles  F. ; and  Edward,  who  married  Susan 
Chadwell,  and  died  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  leaving 
two  daughters,  Eliza  W.  and  Ellen  R. 

Giles  F.  Ward,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Joseph 
Lord  Hayden,  was  born  in  the  city  of  New 
York  October  24,  1812.  When  he  was  a 
young  child  the  family  moved  to  Saybrook, 
Conn.,  but  he  returned  to  his  native  city  as 
soon  as  lie  reached  his  majority,  and  there 
spent  the  great  part  of  his  life  as  a merchant. 


In  the  later  years  of  his  life  he  became  con- 
nected with  the  Consolidated  railroad  as  pur- 
chasing agent,  a position  he  was  filling  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Old  Say- 
brook, February  27,  1885.  He  was  a stanch 
Republican,  and  in  religion  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  In  his  business  ca- 
reer he  met  with  large  success. 

Mr.  Ward  was  married  December  22,  1836, 
to  Lucy  Bell  Babcock,  who  was  born  March 
30,  1815,  daughter  - of  Paul  and  Lucy 

(Bell)  Babcock,  and  is  now  living  with 
Mrs.  Hayden;  she  retains  her  faculties  to  a 
remarkable  degree.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward 
came  two  children:  Giles  Frederick,  born 

February  22,  1845,  completed  his  military 
schooling  at  Sing  Sing  in  i860,  and  when  the 
Civil  war  broke  out  felt  it  his  duty  to’  go  to  the 
front;  he  died  in  the  service  in  North  Carolina, 
January  28,  1865.  Lucy  Bell  was  born  April 
4,  1847. 

The  Babcock  family  history  begins  in  this 
State  with  Dr.  Josiah  Babcock.  His  son,  Col. 
Harry  Babcock,  was  born  in  Westerly,  R.  I., 
in  1736,  and  died  in  Stonington  in  1800.  He 
entered  Yale  when  twelve  years  old,  and  took 
his  degree  in  course  four  years  later.  Col. 
Babcock  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  war, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  was  made  a colo- 
nel in  the  Colonial  forces.  He  commanded  the 
Rhode  Island  regiment  in  the  attack  on  Ticon- 
deroga,  participated  in  two  campaigns  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  at  one  time  was  seri- 
ously considered  as  a candidate  for  the  posi- 
tion of  commander-in-chief,  to  succeed  Gen. 
Washington,  at  a time  when  the  Revolution- 
ary movement  was  at  its  lowest  ebb.  Col. 
Babcock  was  appointed  by  the  State  Legisla- 
ture commander  of  the  forces  at  Newport.  R. 
I.  The  British  ship  “Rose"  made  an  attack 
on  the  fort,  and  the  colonel  gallantly  led  the 
defense,  loading  and  firing  one  piece  of  artil- 
lery with  his  own  hands.  He  traveled  in  Eu- 
rope when  twenty-five  years  old.  and  lie  was 
received  at  court  with  marked  attention.  A 
portrait  of  him,  when  he  was  twenty  years  old, 
painted  by  Blackburn,  showing  the  costume 
of  a gentleman  of  that  day.  is  highly  prized  by 
his  descendants,  and  is  preserved  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  Mrs.  Hayden  owns  an  excellent 
copy.  Col.  Babcock  married  Mary  Stanton 
December  2.  17(14.  She  was  born  in  1740. 
and  died  in  April,  1819.  To  them  were  born: 
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Benjamin  Franklin,  Paul  (grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Hayden),  Dudley,  Josiah,  who  was  lost  at  sea, 
and  Hannah. 

Paul  Babcock,  born  March  13,  1768,  died 
May  14,  1839.  He  was  twice  married,  and 
was  the  father  of  seventeen  children.  Nancy 
Bell,  his  first  wife,  was  born  September  30, 
1767,  and  died  November  1,  1803;  Lucy  Bell, 
his  second  wife,  was  born  March  10,  1784,  and 
died  February  8,  1846.  To  the  first  marriage 
were  born:  Benjamin  Franklin;  Mary  Ann, 

who  married  Rev.  David  Sherman ; Dudley ; 
Josiah,  who  died  in  New  Orleans;  Henry;  and 
Nancy,  who  married  William  R.  Palmer.  The 
children  of  the  second  union  were : Cortland, 

who  married  Elizabeth  Caney ; Giles,  who 
married  Ann  Dennison ; Eliza  Thompson, 
who  married  Capt.  Nathaniel  Palmer;  Abbie 
Eldridge,  who  was  twice  married,  first  to  a Mr. 
Leeds,  later  to  Rev.  Mr.  Batey ; George  Will- 
iam; Lucy  Bell,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Hayden, 
and  the  only  one  of  this  large  family  now  liv- 
ing ; Robert  Stanton,  who  married  Emily  Hall ; 
Mary  Ann,  who  married  Rev.  John  Breckin- 
ridge, of  Kentucky ; David  Sherman ; Han- 
nah ; and  one  whose  name  is  not  given. 

COL.  J.  YALE  FAIRMAN  (deceased), 
one  of  the  prominent  men  of  Middletown,  Mid- 
dlesex county,  was  descended  from  an  old  New 
England  family. 

Born  September  10,  1855,  in  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  Col.  Fairman  was  the  son  of  James  and 
Mary  (Doolittle)  Fairman,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Newtown,  Conn.,  July  16, 
1817,  and  the  latter  January  7,  1824.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  an  institution  of  learn- 
ing in  the  city  of  his  birth,  and  entered  mercan- 
tile life  under  the  guidance  of  his  father,  one 
of  New  Haven’s  leading  merchants.  In  the 
year  1880  he  moved  to  Middletown,  Conn.,  in 
which  city,  October  6,  1885,  he  married  Miss 
Susie  Nieda  Chaffee  who  was  born  July  15, 
i860,  youngest  daughter  of  E,  Bound  Chaffee, 
of  the  firm  of  Wilcox,  Crittenden  & Co.,  who 
rank  among  the  largest  manufacturers  of  ma- 
rine hardware  in  the  United  States.  For  some 
time  Col.  Fairman  was  connected  with  the  Hart 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  Middletown,  as 
secretary  and  treasurer,  but  retired  from  this 
Company  to  introduce  the  Grinnell  Automatic 
Sprinkler,  a fire  protector  for  mill  property,  to 
which  he  gave  his  personal  attention,  with  a re- 
ward of  success  financially,  and  with  an  almost  I 


unequalled  acquaintance  and  friendship  with 
the  manufacturers  of  the  State.  He  next  en- 
gaged on  a large  scale  in  the  mining  and  smelt- 
ing business  in  Kansas  and  Missouri,  and  per- 
sonally organized  a joint-stock  corporation 
known  as  the  Pittsburg  & St.  Louis  Zinc  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  was  made  the  president. 
With  the  affairs  of  this  company  well  under 
way,  he  visited  Europe  that  he  might  study  the 
business  in  that  country,  returning  to  this  coun- 
try fully  convinced  that  the  United  States  could, 
with  a master  effort,  lead  the  world  in  that  in- 
dustry. He  at  once  introduced  improvements 
and  augmented  the  capacity  of  his  company,  I1 
making  it  one  of  the  largest  smelting  plants  in 
the  United  States,  out  of  which  came  later  the 
present  zinc  trust,  which  was  formed  largely 
through  his  efforts.  Subsequently  he  disposed 
of  his  entire  interests,  and  for  a few  years  pre- 
vious to  his  death  had  given  much  of  his  time 
to  travel. 

In  politics  Col.  Fairman  was  a stanch  Re- 
publican, and  ever  active  in  National  and  State 
affairs.  His  large  acquaintance,  activity,  ag- 
gressiveness and  social  qualities  were  fully  re- 
cognized. He  had  never  sought  office,  but  ac- 
cepted an  honor  conferred  upon  him  by  Gov. 
Morgan  G.  Bulkeley,  serving  as  a member  of  j 
his  personal  staff  during  his  term  of  office.  Col. 
Fairman  was  a prominent  candidate  for  the  po-  ? 
sition  of  commissioner  to  the  Paris  Expositon  j 
in  1900,  and  would,  no  doubt,  have  received 
the  appointment  had  he  lived.  He  had  the  en-  j 
dorsement  of  all  the  Connecticut  delegation  in  j 
Congress,  and  of  many  others  prominent  in  j 
business  and  political  circles  all  over  New  Eng- 
land. There  had  been  an  understanding  for 
some  time  that  President  McKinley  was  to  ap- 
point Col.  Fairman  to  this  position  of  trust,  re- 
sponsibility and  honor,  and  it  would  not  have  ! 
been  surprising  had  this  appointment  been 
made  any  day  during  the  month  of  his  death. 

Col.  Fairman  died  at  his  home  in  Middle- 
town  January  13  1899,  leaving  a widow  and  j 
two  daughters,  Hortense  V.  and  Ruth  Lillian, 
born  June  21,  1887,  and  February  13,  1890, 
respectively.  His  home  life  was  ideal,  and  he 
found  his  greatest  comfort  in  association  with 
his  wife  and  family.  During  his  extensive 
travels  over  European  and  African  countries, 
his  wife  was  his  constant  companion,  in  fact 
the  devotion  of  Col.  Fairman  to  his  wife  and  : 
family  was  one  of  his  most  pronounced  charac-  j 
teristics.  j 
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OLIVER  CLARK  BUCKLAND  was  in 
his  life  time  well  known  in  Portland  as  an  hon- 
orable and  reliable  business  man  and  public- 
spirited  citizen.  By  the  closest  attention  to 
the  work  in  hand,  by  clean  and  honest  meth- 
ods, and  by  an  affable  and  courteous  manner, 
he  secured  a fine  patronage,  established  a 
good  business,  and  left  both  a good  name  and 
a comfortable  competence. 

Mr.  Buckland  was  born  January  6,  1818,  in 
Ellington,  Conn.,  the  eldest  son  of  Harvey  and 
Azuba  (Clark)  Buckland,  and  a grandson  of 
Jonathan  Buckland.  The  other  children  in 
the  family  of  Harvey  Buckland  were  as  fol- 
lows : Havillah,  a farmer  in  East  Windsor, 

was  married  three  times  and  left  a large  fam- 
ily ; Emeline  married  Eli  Webster,  of  Wapping, 
and  both  are  now  deceased;  and  Jonathan  was 
a tinsmith,  and  lived  in  Broad  Brook  for  many 
years.  Harvey  Buckland  was  a farmer  and  a 
man  of  much  character  and  standing  in  his 
day. 

Oliver  C.  Buckland  was  reared  as  a farmer 
boy,  and  had  the  usual  educational  advantages 
of  the  country  youth  of  his  time,  attending  the 
Ellington  District  school.  He  worked  on  the 
farm  with  his  father  for  several  years,  and 
when  the  latter  died,  he  felt  it  time  for  him 
to  strike  out  for  himself.  He  followed  ped- 
dling for  a time,  and  traveled  over  Connecti- 
cut, southern  Massachusetts  and  portions  of 
the  State  of  New  York.  The  death  of  his 
brother  at  Broad  Brook  caused  him'  to  leave 
the  road,  and  in  company  with  Charles  Dav- 
enport, he  bought  out  the  business  his  brother 
had  established  at  that  place.  He  did  not, 
however,  continue  very  long  there,  but  sold 
out  to  Mr.  Davenport  and  came  to  Portland, 
where  he  established  a business  that  had  not 
been  carried  on  for  some  time  in  the  town.  His 
store  was  located  near  the  corner  of  Waverly 
avenue  and  Main  street,  and  there  he  carried 
a large  line  of  tinware,  which  was  strictly  hand- 
made, and  frecjuently  had  eight  or  leu  men 
working  in  his  shop.  He  also  carried  re- 
lated lines  of  wares  and  was  the  first  man  to 
succeed  in  this  industry.  He  was  a good  bus- 
iness man  and  a master  workman  in  the  lines 
of  plumbing  and  roofing,  and  carried  a stock 
of  stoves,  hardware  and  building  material. 
After  an  illness  that  resulted  from  overwork, 
he  died  May  22,  1880;  his  remains  rest  at 
Windsorville,  Conn.  As  a Republican  he  took 


a lively  interest  in  political  affairs,  though  never 
an  aspirant  for  office.  In  his  religious  connec- 
tion he  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
where  he  served  as  a trustee.  Always  a de- 
voted worker  in  the  field  of  religion,  his  own 
manly  and  straightforward  life  lent  an  em- 
phasis to  his  church  relations. 

O11  April  9,  1840,  Mr.  Buckland  was  mar- 
ried in  East  Windsor,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Ellsworth,  who  was  born  December 
1.  18.18,  near  Windsorville,  in  the  town  of  East 
Windsor,  and  was  the  third  child  of  Josiah  and 
Lucretia  (Lord)  Ellsworth.  Her  ancestors  fig- 
ured in  history,  and  were  identified  with  the 
earliest  affairs  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 
Many  of  her  forefathers  were  prominent  busi- 
ness, professional  and  military  men.  She  is  in 
the  seventh  generation  from  John  Ellsworth, 
who  settled  in  Windsor,  and  the  ancestral  line 
is  as  follows:  John,  Josiah,  Josiah,  Jr.,  Sam- 
uel, Josiah,  Josiah  and  Sarah  Elizabeth.  The 
history  of  these  various  ancestors  will  be  found 
in  some  detail  elsewhere.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Buckland  was  born  one  child,  Emma,  who  died 
in  Portland  at  the  age  of  forty-five. 

Mr.  Buckland,  aided  and  inspired  by  his 
estimable  wife,  became  a very  successful  busi- 
ness man.  The  affairs  of  the  town  found  in 
him  an  interested  and  intelligent  worker,  and 
he  commanded  the  respect  of  the  community. 
He  greatly  improved  the  property  which  he 
owned  at  the  corner  of  Waverly  and  Main 
streets,  and  it  is  now  one  of  the  choice  resi- 
dences of  the  town.  His  widow  yet  lives,  still 
active  in  mind  and  body,  and  is  universally  es- 
teemed. 

ELIAS  W.  WELLMAN.  The  first  of 
this  family  in  America  was  William  Wellman, 
who  came  to  America  with  Rev.  Richard 
Blynman's  company  in  1639-40.  and  was  lo- 
cated in  the  Plymouth  Colony  for  a time.  In 
1640  he  removed  to  Mansfield,  in  1642  to 
Gloucester  and  in  1662  to  New  London,  Conn. 
In  the  company  was  also  a Major  Sadler,  the 
father-in-law  of  William  Wellman.  The  lat- 
ter’s first  wife  died  without  issue,  and  in  1649 
William  Wellman  married  Elizabeth  Spencer, 
daughter  of  William  and  Agnes  Spencer,  of 
Cambridge  and  Hartford.  They  reared  a 
family  of  eight  children.  William  Wellman 
died  in  Killingvvorth  August  9,  1671,  and  his 
widow  became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Jay.  From 
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this  ancestor  Elias  W.  traces  his  line  through 
a succession  of  Wellmans  down  to  his  grand- 
father, Lemuel  Wellman. 

Lemuel  Wellman  was  born  in  1766  in 
Killingworth  (now  Clinton)  and  in  that  vil- 
lage passed  his  whole  life.  He  first  married 
Elizabeth  Buell,  and  after  her  decease  married 
Julia  Merrill,  who  died  May  4,  1819.  Lor 
some  time  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  life, 
but  more  successfully  pursued  farming,  and 
in  1792  he  built  the  house  now  occupied  by  our 
subject.  In  1854  an  addition  was  made  to  the 
original,  and  in  18)56  another  story  was  added. 
The  first  clapboards  put  on  still  remain,  and 
the  old  house  is  a testimonial  to  the  thorough 
work  of  its  builder,  and  the  care  of  its  suc- 
cessive owners.  By  his  first  wife  Lemuel 
Wellman  had  four  children : Elias,  born  May 

31,  1793,  died  at  sea  July  25,  1817;  Horace 
is  mentioned  below;  Phebe,  born  May  6,  1797, 
married  Daniel  Vail;  Austin,  born  September 
2,  1800,  married  Sally  Kelsey,  and  died  De- 
cember 11,  1880.  By  the  second  union  there 
were  two  children:  Daniel,  born  January  16, 

1803,  died  in  California.  Betsey,  born  May  7, 
1805,  married  Robert  Moir,  and  later  James 
Hostin,  and  died  in  New  York,  April  25, 
1879;  of  her  family,  Robertine  (now  Mrs. 
Okie)  and  Julia  Hostin  are  still  living.  Lem- 
uel Wellman  was  a Whig  in  political  faith. 

Horace  Wellman,  the  father  of  Elias  W., 
was  born  May  16,  1795,  in  the  house  his  father 
had  built,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
place.  On  Lebruary  15,  1826,  he  married 
Harriet  Kelsey,  a daughter  of  Gideon  Kelsey, 
who  died  May  22,  i860,  aged  ninety-three 
years  and  seven  months ; his  wife  died  August 
7,  1855,  aged  eighty-one.  Mrs.  Harriet  Well- 
man died  January  1,  1863,  at  the  age  of  sixty, 
and  the  father  died  aged  fifty-eight  years,  on 
July  1,  1853.  To1  them  were  born  two^  chil- 
dren : Elias  W.  is  mentioned  below.  Henry 

L.,  born  September  9,  1831,-  was  married  Oc- 
tober 24,  1855,  to  Juliet  A.  Davis,  daughter  of 
Harvey  and  Hulda  (Dickinson)  Davis,  and 
they  have  one  son,  James  Moore,  born  October 
25,  1866;  Henry  L.  Wellman  is  a merchant 
of  Clinton,  and  has  long  been  identified  with 
the  interests  of  the  town. 

When  a young  man  Horace  Wellman  be- 
gan a life  upon  the  sea,  shipping  a,s  a hand 
before  the  mast,  and  for  fully  thirty  years 
followed  a sailor’s  life,  much  of  the  time  be- 


ing in  command  of  a vessel  engaged  in  the 
coasting  trade,  between  Clinton  and  New 
York,  and  in  the  South.  His  political  affilia- 
tions were  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Elias  W.  Wellman  was  born  May  4,  1827, 
in  the  stanch  old  house  mentioned  above,  every 
part  of  which  structure  possesses  for  him  as- 
sociations of  his  childhood  and  of  the  family 
life.  He  obtained  his  early  education  in  the 
district  schools,  attending  last  the  high  school 
on  the  “Green,”  which  is  now  a town  hall.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  his  father  initiated  him  into 
the  sailor’s  calling,  and  for  nine  years  the 
water  was  more  his  home  than  the  land;  at 
the  end  of  that  period  lie  had  become  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  the  ups  and  downs  of 
the  coasting  trade. 

; Mr.  Wellman  was  married  June  1,  1852, 
to  Almira  Merrels,  daughter  of  John  and  Rox- 
anna  (Davis)  Merrels,  the  former  of  whom, 
born  in  1785,  son  of  Benjamin  Merrels,  died 
in  1849;  the  latter,  born  in  1792,  died  in  1878. 
Then-  children  were:  Benjamin,  born  in  1810; 
Maria,  1814  (died  in  1898);  Cynthia,  1822 
(died  in  1899)  ; Canfield,  1828  (died  in 
1829),  John  W.,  1830  (died  in  1897);  Al- 
mira, February  12,  1832;  Joseph  H.,  1834 
(died  in  1890).  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wellman 
came  children  as  follows  : Horace,  born  May 

10,  1853,  died  March  20,  1857.  Clarence,  born 
September  10,  1856,  died  March  21,  1857. 
Walter  M.,  born  October  8,  1858,  graduated 
from  the  Morgan  school  in  1876,  and  is  su- 
perintendent of  Factory  No.  2 of  the  National 
Folding  Paper  Box  Company;  he  married 
Nellie  M.  Cummins.  Robert  Elias,  born  April 
24,  1864,  graduated  from  the  Morgan  school 
in  1883.  and  is  now  employed  in  the  Mechanics 
Bank  of  New  Haven,  Conn.  The  mother  of 
this  family  passed  away  in  October,  1901. 

After  leaving  the  water  Mr.  Wellman  em- 
barked in  the  mercantile  trade  with  his  brother, 
and  for  thirty-five  years  continued  an  active 
business  life  in*  Clinton,  his  store  being  located 
almost  opposite  the  old  'homestead.  On  Janu- 
ary 1,  1887,  he  sold  his  interest  to  his  brother, 
who  still  continues  the  business.  In  politics  Mr. 
Wellman  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  takes  a 
deep  and  intelligent  interest  in.  all  measures 
promising  good  legislation  for  his  town.  For 
fully  thirty  years  he  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace;  for  one  year  was  chairman  of  the  board 
of  selectmen ; was  assessor  ten  years ; served  as 
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grand  juror;  was  a member  of  the  board  of 
education  for  some  ten  years ; and  was  county 
commissioner  from  1883  to>  1886,  his  advice  in 
the  deliberations  of  the  latter  body,  on  all  mat- 
ters of  improvement,  being  considered  invalu- 
able. Despite  his  close  application  to  business 
Mr.  Wellman  never  grew  narrow-minded,  for, 
besides  attending  carefully  to  the  demands  of 
his  private  affairs,  he  took  time  to  look  after 
much  public  work.  For  the  past  fifteen  years 
he  ha.s  been  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Clinton 
National  Bank.  He  has  long  been  connected 
with  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  his 
wife  was  also  an  active  member,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  society  committee,  and  justly 
esteemed  for  his  high  Christian  character. 

LUCIUS  H.  GOFF.  Among  the  im- 
portant industries  of  East  Hampton,  Middle- 
sex county,  is  the  East  Hampton  Bell  Com- 
pany, the  original  organization  of  which  dates 
as  far  back  as  1837.  The  present  concern 
was  organized  in  1851,  and  reorganized  in 
1895,  and  the  principal  business  is  the  manu- 
facture of  sleigh  bells  in  all  the  various  styles 
now  in  use.  House,  cow  and  sheep  bells  are 
made  in  patterns,  and  electrical  bells  are  also 
manufactured,  in  fact,  the  business  covers 
everything  pertaining  to  the  manufacture  of 
bells,  employing  a number  of  men  through- 
out the  year,  and  having  one  of  the  best  equip- 
ments known  to  the  trade.  The  capable  and 
efficient  president  of  this  company  is  Lucius  II. 
Goff,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 

Gurdon  S.  Goff,  his  father,  was  born  in 
East  Hampton,  where  he  grew  to  manhood, 
and  where  he  married  Chloe  M.  Tilden,  a 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  Tilden,  who  married  a 
lady  named  Flills.  Mrs.  Goff  was  born  in 
New  London,  Conn.,  and  died  in  1900.  The 
father  died  in  1892,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  Flis  first  line  of  work  was  blacksmi th- 
ing, but  he  finally  became  interested  in  tbe 
manufacture  of  bells,  in  which  work  he  contin- 
ued until  the  time  of  bis  death.  Following  is 
a brief  mention  of  bis  children:  Lucius  H.  is 
mentioned  below  at  length;  Jane  is  the  wife 
of  Lorenzo  1).  Rich,  of  Chatham;  Harmenus 
W.  resides  in  East  Hampton;  Elizabeth  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  T.  Sellew,  of  Chatham;  Salo 
S.,  wife  of  Frank  Kneas,  lives  in  Manchester, 
Conn. ; Frank  A.  lives  at  East  FIam*pton. 

Lucius  H.  Goff  was  born  in  East  Hamp- 


ton, Conn.,  where  he  passed  his  boyhood,  at- 
tending the  village  school,  and  later  enjoying 
the  advantages  of  three  winters  in  the  well 
known  school  at  Middletown,  called  Chase's 
Institute.  From  the  age  of  ten  years  he  was 
employed  during  the  summers  in  the  bell  fac- 
tory, and  when  sixteen  became  a regular  work- 
man. Thoroughly  mastering  every  detail  of 
the  business,  Mr.  Goff  occupies  a position  at 
the  head  of  the  great  industry,  perfectly  com- 
petent to  detect  any  flaw  in  the  manufacture  as 
well  as  any  trouble  in  tbe  commercial  posi- 
tion of  the  business,  an  invaluable  combina- 
tion. Besides  serving  as  president  of  the  bell 
company,  in  which  he  is  one  of  the  owners, 
Mr.  Goff  engages  in  farming,  cultivating  some 
sixty  acres.  In  September,  1899,  he  entered 
upon  his  second  half  century  in  the  bell  manu- 
facture, holding  the  record  of  being  the  oldest 
worker  in  that  line  who  is  known  to  have  kept 
continuously  at  it. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Goff  occurred  Janu- 
ary 1,  1861,  in  Colchester,  New  London  Co., 
Conn.,  Mary  F.  Bulkley,  daughter  of  Silas  and 
Mary  (Dart)  Bulkley,  becoming  his  wife.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bulkley  had  children  as  follows : 
Mary  F.,  born  August  29  1840;  Harriet,  who 
married  YV  illiam  Webster,  of  Montville,  Conn. ; 
Annie  M.,  who  married  C.  Clark  Bevin,  of 
East  Hampton;  and  Ellen,  of  Colchester.  The 
father  died  August  1,  1893;  the  mother  passed 
away  in  the  May  previous. 

I o Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goff  have  been  given  a 
family  of  six  children : Cornelia  E.,  born  in 

1867,  married  Harry  W.  Strong,  a mail  agent 
on  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford 
Railroad,  and  has  two  children,  Marion  and 
Ruth.  Eugene  B.,  born  in  1869,  married  Ruth 
Gates  and  has  one  son,  Roger.  Otis  H.  and 
Ola  M.,  twins,  were  born  in  1875;  the  former 
married  Eva  Hale,  and  has  one  son.  Clarence; 
the  latter  married  Albert  J.  West.  Lucius  C.. 
born  in  1878,  married  Lulu  Wolfe,  who  bore 
him  one  child,  Robert  G.  Roval  was  born  in 
1880. 

Mr.  Goff  has  been  a strong  Prohibitionist 
in  politics  since  1872.  His  first  vote  was  cast 
for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  he  remained  with 
the  Republican  party  until  1872,  when  that 
party  in  Connecticut  caused  the  repeal  of  the 
prohibitory  law  then  on  the  statute  book  and 
enacted  a license  law  in  its  stead.  Mr.  Goff 
has,  from  his  earliest  recollection,  been  irre- 
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coipcilably  opposed  to  the  sale  of  intoxicants 
in  any  form,  and  he  consequently  transferred 
his  allegiance.  He  and  his  wife  are  active 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  Mr. 
Goff  having  been  a member  of  the  choir  for 
many  years.  During  his  long  and  honorable 
business  career  he  has  always  had  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  his  fellow  townsmen  and  has 
done  much  toward  the  development  of  the 
town. 

HON.  HENRY  DAVIS,  the  well  known 
and  prosperous  merchant  of  Durham,  with  his 
store  in  Durham  Center,  Middlesex  Co., 
Conn.,  was  born  May  25,  1850,  in  the  northern 
part  of  Killingworth  town,  in  the  same  county, 
and  is  a descendant  from  one  of  the  oldest 
Welsh  families  in  the  State.  Brookhaven, 
in  Suffolk  Co.,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  was  the 
home  of  a large  family  of  Davises,  who  were 
descendants  of  John  Davis,  a member  of  a col- 
ony who  came  from  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1655. 
A number  of  these  colonists  also*  settled  in  the 
southern  part  of  Connecticut,  and  there  is  a 
strong  probability  that  the  Davis  famliy  of 
Middlesex  county  descended  from  one  of 
these.  The  first  of  the  name  in  Killingworth, 
was  Solomon  Davis,  who,  it  is  supposed,  catne 
from  Guilford  and  settled  in  what  is  now 
known  as  Pea,  Ridge,  December  28,  1709. 
He  married  Sarah  Hayton,  who  bore  him 
seven  children  in  the  following  order:  Sarah, 

April  15,  1712  ; Hannah,  September  23,  1716; 
Martha,  August  27,  1718:  Solomon,  March 
14,  1720;  Peter,  May  2,  1722;  Hayton,  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1725;  and  Samuel  January  24, 
1728-29. 

Samuel  Davis,  the  youngest  of  the  above 
named  children,  and  his  wife,  who  was  named 
Elizabeth,  had  a family  of  five  children,  name- 
ly: Elizabeth,  born  February  22,  1753;  Peter, 
born  March  15,  1755  ; Solomon,  born  February 
11,  1757;  Samuel,  born  July  17,  1759;  and 
Lemuel. 

Lemuel  Davis,  son  of  Samuel,  married  Je- 
mima (surname  not  given),  and  had  born 
to  him  six  children,  namely:  Peter,  born 

June  5,  1783,  died  April  16,  1785;  Peter  (2), 
born  October  4,  1786;  Melinda,  born  July  18. 
1788;  Elam,  March  8,  1790,  died  December 
8,  1790;  Roxiana,  born  March  15,  1792;  and 
Jemima,  born  November  4,  1794. 


Peter  Davis,  the  second  born  of  the  above 
family  of  six,  was  the  grandfather  of  Henry 
Davis,  whose  name  opens  this  sketch.  He 
was  a farmer,  and  lived  in  the  north  part  of 
the  town  of  Killingworth,  on  Pea  Hill.  He 
married  Polly  Kelsey,  whose  death  took  place 
prior  to  his  own.  They  had  born  to  them 
seven  children  in  the  following  order : Al- 

vin, a farmer,  who  married  Julia  Wright,  and 
lived  in  North  Killingworth;  Watson,  who 
married  Olive  C.  Hale,  spent  his  later  years 
in  Durham,  and  was  the  grandfather  of  Wil- 
bur L.  Davis,  whose  biography  appears  in  an-  j 
other  part  of  this  work ; George  N.,  who  mar- 
ried Matilda  Davis,  and  was  a farmer  in  North 
Killingworth;  Nelson;  Lewis  T.,  father  of 
Henry  Davis  ; Talcott;  Cynthia,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  Morgan  Davis,  a brother  of  Matilda 
mentioned  above. 

Lewis  T.  Davis  was  born  in  Killingworth, 
in  the  north  part  of  which  town  his  farm 
was  located  near  that  of  his  father  on  which 
he  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  mar-  j 
ried  Sarah  Burr  of  Higganum,  Conn.,  and  he 
and  his  wife  both  died  in  Killingworth,  their 
remains  being  laid  side  by  side  in  the  Stone 
House  Cemetery.  Their  children,  nine  in  j 
number,  were  born  in  the  following  order : 
Eckford,  who  married  Sarah  Beach,  is  a farm-  | 
er  in  Branford,  New  Haven  county;  John,  f 
who  married  Ellen  Crampton,  is  a farmer  in  ’ 
Durham;  Asliur,  deceased,  who  married  Eliza-  [ 
beth  Roe,  was  a farmer  and  milk  dealer,  but  at  ! 
the  time  of  his  death  was  a policeman  in  New  1 
Haven ; Peter,  also  deceased,  who  married 
Caroline  Maynard,  wlas  a farmer  in  Killing- 
worth,  North  Madison,  and  lastly  in  Meri- 
den where  he  died ; Ralph,  who  married  Lot- 
tie Bristol,  is  an  employe  of  the  Merwin  Pro-  ' 
vision  Co.,  in  New  Haven,  and  is  now  living  1 
with  his  second  wife;  Richard,  who  married 
Annie  T.  Atkins,  is  a farmer  on  a large  scale 
in  the  West  Long  Hill  District  of  Middletown, 
and  a full  sketch  of  his1  life  will  be  found  else- 
where in  this  book;  Mary  died  single  in  Kil-  j 
lingworth ; Henry  is  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view, and  Julius,  who  married  Eliza  Thomp- 
son, and  after  her  death  married  Alice  Cham- 
berlain, is  a traveling  salesman  for  Stod- 
dard, Gilbert  & Co.,  of  New  Haven,  and  has 
a sketch  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Henry  Davis  was  born  May  25,  1850.  He 
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attended  the  district  school  in  Black  Rock 
District  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  lived 
on  the  home  farm  until  nineteen.  At  that  age 
he  came  to  Durham,  and  was  employed  for  a 
year  as  a clerk  in  the  grocery  of  George  H. 
Davis.  Then  returning  to  Killingworth,  he 
started  a grocery  in  his  father’s  house  on  his 
own  account.  A year  later  he  sold  his  stock 
to  A.  ,M.  Allen,  who  removed  it  to  Durham, 
and  in  February,  1873,  Mr.  Davis  also  came 
to  Durham,  bought  out  Mr.  Allen,  and  formed 
a partnership  with  George  FT.  Davis,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Flenry  Davis  & Co.  In 
1875  he  bought  out  George  Id.,  and  has  since 
j been  in  business  on  his  own  account.  In 
1878  he  erected  hi.s  present  store,  and  now 
carries  a full  and  well-selected  line  of  grocer- 
ies, hardware  and  farming  implements,  and 
also  deals  in  flour,  grain  and  feed.  The  Dur- 
ham Center  po-st  office  has  always  been  kept 
in  Mr.  Davis’  store,  and  although  he  is  not  the 
] present  postmaster,  he  served  in  that  capacity 
j for  a number  of  years  under  both  parties. 

Om  February  7,  1878,  Mr.  Davis  married, 
ing  Durham,  Miss  Lillie  V.  Jackson,  who  was 
born  in  Canada,  May  3,  1856,  a daughter  of 
Alfred  and  Deborah  (Davis)  Jackson,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  is  an  agriculturist,  in  Dur- 
ham, and  has  a sketch  on  another  page.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Davis  have  no  children.  Politically 
Mr.  Davis  is  a Democrat,  and  in  1878  rep- 
resented Durham  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State.  Fie  has  also1  held  almost  every  of- 
fice in  the  town,  among  them,  that  of  select- 
man prior  to  1887,  for  one  term,  and  again 
in  7887-8.  He  is  a member  of  Coginchaug 
Council,  No.  6-2,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  of  Durham. 
Both  be  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Epis- 
I copal  Church,  in  which  he  is  a verstryman.  Fie 
was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  erection  of 
I the  new  Library  building,  of  which  he  laid  the 
corner  stone. 

Mr.  Davis  is  a careful,  substantial  business 
man,  enjoys  the  friendship  of  a wide  circle  of 
j friends,  is  public  spirited  and  very  liberal,  but 
is  modest  and  unostentatious,  and  bis  many 
acts  of  charity  are  known  only  to  himself  and 
recipients.  Fie  is  a strictly  self-made  man, 
having  begun  business  with  bis  savings,  and 
increasing  it  as  hi.s  means  accumulated,  until 
lie  now  stands  in  the  front  rank  of  Middlesex 
county  merchants. 


HENRY  N.  HEFFLON,  a well-known 
tinner  and  hardware  merchant  engaged  in  busi- 
ness at  the  Upper  Landing,  in  East  Haddam, 
Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  is  a native  of  this  State, 
born  in  Saybrook,  February  15,  1831. 

James  Hefflon,  his  paternal  grandfather, 
was  a native  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  was  one  of 
a.  large  and  long-lived  family,  his  grandmother 
having  lived  to  the  extreme  old  age  of  106 
years.  She  was  born  on  the  ocean,  while  her 
parents  were  emigrating  from  Scotland.  By 
occupation  James  Hefflon  was  a farmer  and 
butcher.  He  died  in  old  Saybrook,  Conn.,  in 
June,  1842.  He  married  Mary  Shepherd,  and 
they  had  four  children,  namely : Mary,  who 

wedded  George  Yerrington  of  Norwich,  Conn., 
and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  at 
Jewett  City,  Conn. ; William,  father  of  Henry 
N. ; James,  a joiner  by  trade,  who  married 
Mary  Ann  Jones,  and  died  in  old  Saybrook ; 
and  Hannah,  who  married  Joseph  Day,  and 
died  in  1899,  aged  seventy-eight  years. 

William  Hefflon  was  born  in  Newport,  R. 
I.,  May  4,  1804,  and  when  a child  moved  with 
the  family  to  Preston,  Conn.  He  also  lived  for 
a time  in  early  life  in  Canterbury  and  Lisbon, 
and  when  a young  man  was  employed  in  a fac- 
tory at  Leesville.  After  his  marriage  he  lo- 
cated in  Essex,  where  he  was  engaged  in  get- 
ting out  ship  timber,  and  also  followed  the  sea 
for  a time.  In  1851  he  located  permanently  in 
East  Haddam,  having  previously  lived  in  Lees- 
ville and  East  Haddam  for  a short  time,  but  be 
died  in  the  town  of  Saybrook.  this  county, 
July  9,  1870.  During  the  latter  years  of  his 
life  he  followed  farming.  In  his  political  views 
he  was  a Democrat.  In  1826  he  was  married, 
in  Essex,  to  Miss  Sarah  Wales,  of  Welsh  par- 
entage, who  was  born  October  5,  1804,  and 
died  July  27,  1867.  She  was  the  mother  of  the 
following  children  : (1)  Charles,  born  April  5, 

1828,  was  somewhat  of  a wanderer.  I le  event- 
ually reached  the  Pacific  coast,  soon  after  the 
gold  fever  broke  out,  and  later  went  to  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  where  he  married  and  ac- 
cumulated considerable  property,  but  has  not 
been  heard  from  directlv  for  many  years.  (2) 
Flenry  N.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  order  of  birth. 
(3)  James,  horn  November  22.  1833.  married 
Kate  Boise,  and  lives  in  Deep  River,  Conn. 
( \.)  Susan,  born  March  18.  1830,  married 
Thomas  G.  Swan,  and  died  July  17,  18119.  leav- 
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ing  two  children — Grace  E.,  born  March  22, 
1862;  and  Alfred,  born  June  29,  1865.  (5) 

George,  born  November  20,  1838,  married 
(first)  Sarah  Wheeler  and  (second)  Annie 
Hull;  he  lives  in  Deep  River.  (6)  Mary,  born 
February  22,  1841,  married  Andrew  Lyman,  of 
Chester.  (7)  Clarissa  Pratt,  born  June  27, 
1844,  was  married  in  January,  1870,  to  Thomas 
G.  Swan,  becoming  his  second  wife,  and  to 
them  came  five  children — Susan  A.,  born  De- 
cember 31,  1870,  died  September  13,  1871; 
Gertrude  E.,  born  August  25,  1872,  is  the  wife 
of  Frederick  Deming,  of  Lynn,  Mass. ; Lillian 
M.,  born  December  21,  1874,  is  a teacher;  Ed- 
ward C.,  born  May  31,  1879,  is  employed  by 
the  Hartford  Paper  Company;  and  Nettie  E., 
born  June  8,  1886,  is  at  home. 

During  his  boyhood  Henry  N.  Hefflon  at- 
tended the  common  schools,  and  on  October 
11,  1848,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  was 
apprenticed  to  learn  the  tinner’s  trade,  contin- 
uing as  such  for  three  and  a half  years,  when 
he  began  work  as  a journeyman  tinner.  From 
1855  to  1857  be  was  engaged  at  his  trade  in 
Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.,  and,  returning  to  Con- 
necticut, in  1857,  embarked  in  the  tinning  busi- 
ness at  Deep  River  on  his  own  account,  but  re- 
mained there  less  than  two  years,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Hartford,  where  he  continued  at  his 
trade.  In  1868  he  settled  in  East  Haddam, 
where  his  father  had  previously  located,  and 
operated  his  father’s  farm,  continuing  to  en- 
gage in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1898,  when 
he  sold  the  property.  At  the  same  time  he  also 
worked  at  his  trade,  having  a shop  at  the  Ferry 
until  1888,  when  he  embarked  in  business  at 
the  Upper  Landing,  where  he  not  only  works 
at  his  trade,  but  also  deals  in  hardware.  He 
receives  a liberal  share  of  the  public  patronage, 
;aind  is  meeting  with  well- deserved  success. 

In  Deep  River  Mr.  Hefflon  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  I\.  Cooper,  of  Birmingham,  Eng- 
land, who  was  born  October  23,  1837,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely : 
Ashley,  born  December  5,  i860,  is  interested 
in  the  tinning  business  with  his  father ; he  is  a 
Prohibitionist.  Fred,  born  March  2,  1866, 
is  a painter  by  trade.  Harry,  born  November 
20,  1867,  for  eight  years  held  a position  of 
trust  and  responsibility  with  the  American 
Writing  Machine  Company,  New  York;  in 
3891  he  married  Miss  Emma  C.  Dailey,  of 


Hartford,  Conn.,  and  he  died  January  27,  1898. 
Alice,  born  July  18,  1870,  is  the  widow  of 
Willis  Lycett,  of  Maine,  and  ha,s  one  daughter, 
Clare,  born  September  13,  1899.  Charles,  born 
June  22,  1877,  was  married  April  4,  1900,  to 
Louisa  Meyer  and  lives  in  Orange,  N.  Y. ; he 
is  employed  by  the  American  Writing  Machine 
Company,  of  New  York.  Politically  Mr.  Hef- 
fion  is  a Prohibitionist ; religiously  is  an  ear- 
nest and  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  socially. is  a member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge,  No.  3,  of  East  ITad- 
dam,  with  which  he  united  in  November,  1875. 

FREDERICK  BABCOCK,  who  for  more 
than  thirty  years  has  been . prominently  asso- 
ciated with  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  comes  from  an 
old  family  which  has  given  that  city  some  of 
her  best  men,  and  is  a brother  of  Hon.  Samuel 
Babcock  (deceased).  He  is  of  the  sixth  gen- 
eration of  the  family  in  America,  as  follows : 
Capt.  John,  Capt.  James,  William,  Samuel, 
Samuel  (2)  and  Frederick. 

Capt.  John  Babcock  was  born  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Essex,  England,  in  1625,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  at  Westerly,  R.  I.,  about  1661. 
He  married  Mary  Lawton,  of  Newport,  R.  I. 
Capt.  James  Babcock,  born  about  1630,  died 
January  17,  1737.  In  1687  he  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Babbitt.  William  Babcock,  born  in 
1693,  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  died  there  January 
15,  1751.  Sarah  Dennison,  his  wife,  was  born 
at  Saybrook,  January  16,  1709,  coming  from 
a prominent  family.  They  were  married  Au- 
gust 11,  1730,  and  had  a family  of  ten  chil- 
dren. Mr.  Babcock  was  for  many  years  town 
clerk  at  Westerly.  Samuel  Babcock  was  born 
September  4,  1747,  and  died  in  1828.  Rachel 
Conklin,  his  wife,  was  born  in  1749,  and  died 
January  27,  1823.  He  went  from  Westerly  to 
Saybrook,  Conn.,  where  he  lived  to  become  a 
prominent  citizen. 

Samuel  Babcock,  the  father  of  Frederick, 
was  born  March  20,  1788,  in  Saybrook,  and 
died  March  14,  1857,  in  Middletown.  Mr.  Bab- 
cock was  married  twice,  the  second  time  in  the 
early  'twenties,  to  Jane  Cornwall,  a daughter 
of  Caleb  and  Huldah  Johnson  Cornwall,  and 
granddaughter  of  Benjamin  and  Hannah 
(Williams)  Cornwall.  Mr.  Babcock  was  a 
leading  citizen  and  a very  prominent  Mason. 
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Frederick  Babcock  was  born  January  18, 
1837,  and  was  a school  boy  until  the  age  of 
sixteen  years.  Having  a natural  mechanical 
turn  of  mind,  he  became  an  engraver  and 
chaser  in  the  manufacture  of  jewelry  in  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  where  he  remained  ten  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to 
Middletown,  and  presently  struck  out  for  what 
was  then  the  “Far  West,”  penetrating  sections 
of  that  region  several  years  in  advance  of  the 
railroad.  He  was  in  St.  Paul  when  there  was 
no  railroad  running  into  that  city.  The  years 
1864  and  1865  he  spent  in  the  West,  seeing 
that  section  very  largely  in  its  primitive  con- 
dition. Coming  back  to  New  England  he  in 
1869  became  a member  of  the  firm  of  F.  & F. 
Babcock,  at  Zoar,  near  Middletown,  which  was 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  cer- 
tain patented  articles ; his  partner  and  brother, 
Franklin,  had  invented  the  greater  number, 
b’,+  some  articles  were  our  subject’s  own  in- 
vention. Since  the  death  of  his  brother,  Fred- 
erick Babcock  has  continued  the  business;  the 
window  spring  made  by  them  has  found  its 
way  all  over  the  United  States,  and  is  regarded 
everywhere  as  a staple  article.  Mr.  Babcock 
is  a Democrat,  but  seeks  no  honors  in  politics. 
He  is  a quiet  and  unassuming  man,  who  has 
gone  along  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  winning 
a good  name  and  a comfortable  competence  by 
his  industry,  integrity  and  thrift. 

F'rederick  Babcock  was  married  to  Marie 
Daws,  a resident  of  Middletown,  who  was  born 
in  New  York,  of  English  extraction,  her  father 
coming  from  England. 

CHAUNCEY  CLARK  BEVIN  (de- 
ceased), for  some  years  a trusted  employe  of 
the  Bevin  Brothers  Manufacturing  Company, 
and  a highly  esteemed  citizen  of  East  Hamp- 
ton, Middlesex  county,  was  born  in  tbe  town 
of  East  Haddatn,  this  county,  July  4,  1843, 
and  died  May  31,  1900. 

Isaac  A.  Bevin,  his  father,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Chatham,  this  county,  April  28, 
1808,  son  of  Isaac  Bevin,  and  was  there  mar- 
ried, in  the  East  Haddam  Society,  to  Hulda 
Snow,  who  was  born  February  8,  1810,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Annie  (Cook)  Snow.  When 
a young  man  Isaac  A.  Bevin  learned  the  shoe- 
maker’s trade,  which  be  followed  for  some 
time,  but  in  1851  he  removed  to  East  Hamp- 


ton and  entered  the  shops  of  the  Bevin  Broth- 
ers Manufacturing  Company,  where  he  was 
employed  for  nearly  forty  years.  He  was  also 
engaged  in  bell  work  in  East  Haddam  for  a 
time.  Politically  he  was  first  a Whig  and 
later  a Republican,  and  in  religion  both  he  and 
his  wife  were  faithful  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  He  died  September  29, 
1883,  an(l  she  departed  this  life1  May  9,  1877. 
Of  their  children,  the  eldest,  a son,  died  in  in- 
fancy; Mary  Jane,  born  February  24,  1835, 
is  a resident  of  East  Hampton ; Angilette,  born 
August  21,  1836,  died  January  7,  1840;  Le- 
vina C.,  born  September  23,  1838,  married 
Clinton  Norcott,  of  East  Hampton;  George 
Whitfield,  born  December  5,  1840,  died  on 
the  27th  of  the  same  month ; Chauncev  Clark 
was  the  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  a daughter, 
born  April  16,  1845,  died  three  days  later;  and 
George,  born  in  East  Haddam,  April  16,  1846, 
died  July  9,  1892. 

C.  Clark  Bevin  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  East  Hampton,  where  he  at- 
tended the  district  schools,  and  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  began  life  for  himself  as  a bell 
worker,  which  occupation  he  ever  afterward 
followed.  In  the  shops  of  East  Hampton  he 
worked  upon  coffin  trimmings,  silver  plating, 
and  in  the  various  branches  of  bellmaking, 
and  was  long  connected  with  the  Bevin 
Brothers  Manufacturing  Company. 

In  Colchester,  town  of  Colchester,  New 
London  Co.,  Conn.,  Mr.  Bevin  married  Miss 
Annie  M.  Bulkley,  daughter  of  Silas  and  Mary 
(Dart)  Bulkley.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Salem,  Conn.,  January  15,  1812,  and  spent  al- 
most his  entire  life  as  a farmer  in  Colchester, 
where  be  died  August  1,  1893.  He  was  orig- 
inally a Democrat  in  politics,  but  later  sup- 
ported tbe  Republican  party,  and  in  religious 
belief  was  a Baptist.  His  estimable  wife,  who 
was  born  March  10,  1811,  died  May  13,  1893. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Caleb  and  Anna 
(Tinker)  Dart,  the  former  a lifelong  resident 
of  Waterford,  New  London  Co..  Conn.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bevin  had  only  one  child,  Julia  Ger- 
) trude,  who  was  born  September  16,  1873,  and 
died  March  13.  1902:  she  completed  a course 
at  Miss  Batten’s  school  in  1895.  and  was  grad- 
uated at  W esleyan  University.  Middletown,  in 
1899.  Mrs.  Bevin  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  as  were  also  Mr. 
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Bevin  and  their  daughter.  She  is  held  in  high 
regard  by  all  who  know1  her.  In  political 
views  Mr.  Bevin  was  a stanch  Republican. 

WILLIAM  R.  GOODSPEED.  The  town 
of  East  Haddam,  Middlesex  countv,  is  noted 
throughout  Connecticut  as  the  residence  of 
some  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
citizens  of  that  Commonwealth,  who  have  shed 
luster  on  the  commercial  life  of  that  section 
and  have  established  a confidence  which  is  not 
found  in  many  portions  to  a greater  degree. 
Among  those  who  for  a quarter  of  a century 
have  assisted  in  building  up  and  cementing 
these  desirable  relations  is  William  R.  Good- 
speed,  a native  of  the  town,  born  June  8,  1850, 
son  of  William  H.  Goodspeed.  Various  mem- 
bers of  the  Goodspeed  family  have,  during  the 
past  century  borne  a worthy  and  conspicuous 
part  in  the  industrial  life  of  East  Haddam, 
closely  identified  with  the  agricultural,  mer- 
cantile, transportation  and  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  that  locality,  and  through  its  vari- 
ous members  it  has  left  a deep  impression  upon 
the  community. 

I he  Goodspeeds  of  East  Haddam  are  de- 
scendants of  Roger  Goodspeed,  who  came  to 
this  country  in  1639,  settled  at  Barnstable, 
Mass.,  married  Alice  Layton,  and  died  in 
1685.  His  sixth  son,  Ebenezer,  was  born  in 
December,  1655.  Ebenezer  Goodspeed  mar- 
ried Lydia  Crowell,  of  Yarmouth,  and  they 
had  thirteen  children,  the  youngest  of  whom, 
Moses,  was  the  direct  ancestor  of  our  subject. 
He  was  born  November  24,  1704,  at  Barnsta- 
ble, Mass.,  married  Hannah  Allen  in  1726,  and 
had  six  children,  his  fifth  child,  Nathan,  being- 
born  March  7,  1735. 

Nathan  Goodspeed,  the  founder  of  this 
branch  of  the  family,  in  company  with  Elijah 
Atwood,  James  Green  and  Isaac  Taylor, 
moved  in  1758  from  Barnstable,  Cape  Cod, 
Mass.,  to  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  purchasing  the 
lot  at  the  “Landing,”  upon  which  the  “Gilston 
House”  stands,  and  there  built  a commodious 
two-story  house.  There  he  married  Mary 
Kellogg,  a native  of  Colchester.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Samuel;  Nathan;  Mary;  Ann, 

who  married  Samuel  Gilbert,  of  Hebron, 
Conn.,  and  had  one  child,  Nathan,  who  moved 
to  Norwich;  Nathan  (2),  who  married  Ju- 
dith Higgins,  of  East  Haddam,  in  1802,  and 
occupied  the  homestead  (their  only  child,  Je- 


rusha,  married  Oliver  Allen,  of  Norwich,  and 
later  moved  to  San  Francisco,  Cal.);  Sarah; 
Moses;  and  Joseph,  the  next  in  line. 

Joseph  Goodspeed,  son  of  Nathan,  Sr.,  in 
his  youth  became  a clerk  in  the  store  of  Rev. 
Solomon  Blakely,  at  the  “Landing.”  Later 
he  conducted  a store  for  several  years  in  Had- 
dam, finally  erecting  a large  building  which 
he  used  for  dwelling  house  and  store.  Soon 
afterward  Rev.  Mr.  Blakely,  wishing  to  re- 
tire, proposed  to  Mr.  Goodspeed  that  the  lat- 
ter purchase  his  stock  of  goods  and  lease  the 
store  in  East  Haddam,  which  offer  was  ac- 
cepted, and  about  1814  he  was  doing  business 
there.  This  was  regarded  as  an  encroach- 
ment upon  the  trade  of  the  other  merchants, 
one  of  whom,  chafing  under  the  loss  of  busi- 
ness, sought  to'  encompass  his  downfall.  As 
selectman  he  notified  Mr.  Goodspeed  that  the 
building  which  the  latter  occupied  stood  on 
the  highway,  and  must  be  removed.  Mr. 
Goodspeed  replied  that  he  knew  that  one  cor- 
ner of  the  structure  extended  two  feet  in  the 
highway,  but  was  still  five  or  six  feet  from  the 
part  that  was  used.  The  building  had  stood 
there  fifty  years  with  no  complaint  from  the 
citizens,  but  the  selectman  insisted  that  the 
building  be  moved  by  its  occupant,  or  the  town 
would  be  called  upon  to  do  it,  within  twenty 
days.  When  this  ultimatum  was  presented 
Mr.  Goodspeed  solved  the  difficulty  by  con- 
tracting with  Dickinson  & Bailey,  of  Haddam, 
for  the  erection  of  a,  new  store,  and  in  just 
forty-five  days  it  was  opened  with  the  largest 
stock  of  goods  that  had  ever  been  brought  to 
the  town.  Thus  commenced  a feud  between 
the  two  villages  which  was  perpetuated  for 
many  years,  and  embers  of  the  old  rivalry  even 
linger  to  the  present  day.  Joseph  Goodspeed 
was  a typical  merchant  of  the  old  school,  un- 
tiring industry  keeping  him  busy  early  and 
late  and  unimpeachable  integrity  winning  him 
the  best  trade  of  the  town  and  surrounding 
country.  In  1816  his  store  attracted  as  much 
attention  as  did  its  magnificent  successor  six- 
ty years  later.  Mr.  Goodspeed  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty  years. 

About  1812  Joseph  Goodspeed  married 
Laura  Tyler,  of  Haddam,  a daughter  of  Na- 
then  Tyler,  and  sister  of  William  S.  and 
Chauncy  Tlyler,  both  residents  of  Haddam. 
Children  as  follows  came  to  this  union : 
George  Edward,  born  in  1813,  died  in  1863;. 
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1 William  Henry,  born  in  1815,  died  in  1882; 
Joseph  Frederick,  born  in  1816,  died  in  1843; 
Mary  Ann,  born  in  1818,  died  in  1862;  Na- 
than Tyler,  born  in  1820,  died  in  1846;  and 
Mary  Sophia,  born  in  1822,  died  in  1846. 
Mrs.  Goodspeed  died  in  1833,  at  the  age  of 
forty-two.  In  September  of  the  same  year  Jo- 
seph Goodspeed  married  Roxa  Bigelow,  the 
widow  of  Dr.  Bigelow,  of  East  Haddam,  and 
daughter  of* Frederick  Robbins,  of  Wethers- 
field, Connecticut. 

George  Edward  Goodspeed,  born  in  1813, 
son  of  Joseph,  married,  at  East  Haddam, 
Conn.,  March  24,  1844,  Nancy  Green,  daugh- 
ter of  Horace  Hayden,  and  they  had  children : 
Joseph  Horace,  Georgiana,  Carrie  Hayden, 
and  George  Edward. 

Mary  Ann  Goodspeed,  daughter  of  Joseph 
married  October  13,  1836,  Roland  A.  Rob- 
bins, and  they  had  children : Laura  Good- 

; speed,  born  in  1837,  died  in  1876;  Russell 
Hurlbert,  born  in  1841,  died  in  1896;  Adelaide 
Louise,  born  in  1843,  died  in  1866;  Roland 
Ames  was  born  in  1848;  and  George  Good- 
speed,  born  in  1850,  died  in  1858. 

Joseph  Horace  Goodspeed,  son  of  George 
. Edward,  born  in  1845,  married,  in  1887,  Ara- 
bel,  daughter  of  John  D.  Morton,  of  Boston, 
and  had  two  children : Morton,  born  in 

1895;  and  Joseph  Horace,  born  in  1899. 

George  Edward  Goodspeed,  born  in  1859, 

I son  of  George  Edward,  married  in  1886,  Isa- 
I bel  Sprague  Goddard,  who  died  in  1887,  leav- 
! ing  one  child,  George  Edward,  born  in  1887. 

! In  1894,  Mr.  Goodspeed  married  Gertrude 
Gale,  and  they  have  one  son,  Hayden,  born 
| ^ 1895. 

Georgiana  Goodspeed,  daughter  of  George 
, Edward,  born  in  1848,  married,  in  1887, 

I Charles  B.  Warner,  of  East  Haddam,  Conn., 

I and  died  in  1889.  They  had  one  son,  George, 

| who  died  in  infancy. 

j Laura  Goodspeed  Robbins,  daughter  of 
j Mary  Ann,  born  in  1837,  married,  in  1856, 

| Charles  W.  Lord,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  had 
three  children : Charles  Robbins,  born  in 

1858;  Henry  Murdock,  born  in  1864;  and 
William  Marcy,  born  in  1867,  all  of  whom  are 
surviving. 

Roland  Ames  Robbins,  son  of  Mary  Ann. 
born  iti  1848,  married  Elizabeth  Stewart,  of 
New  York,  and  had  three  children : Russell, 

horn  in  1885,  Gladys,  in  1889,  and  Roland 
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Ames,  Jr.,  in  1896,  ail  residents  of  New  York. 

William  H.  Goodspeed,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Laura  (Tyler)  Goodspeed,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 29,  1815,  in  East  Haddam,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  January  1,  1882,  was  the  last 
surviving  member  of  that  branch  of  the  fam- 
ily. He  was  an  active  business  man  all  his 
life.  He  attended  the  public  schools  in  East 
Haddam,  and  when  he  became  of  age  entered 
the  business  house  of  his  father  of  which, 
upon  the  latter’s  death,  he  and  a brother  be- 
came the  owners,  and  continued  to  conduct  it. 
William  H.  Goodspeed  was  a prominent  cit- 
izen, identified  with  many  of  the  important 
interests  of  the  place.  He  engaged  in  ship- 
building and  similar  interests,  and  was  one  of 
the  original  incorporators  of  the  Bank  of  New 
England,  of  which  he  was  the  first  vice-pres- 
dent  and  subsec[uently  president.  Mr.  Good- 
speed  was  one  of  the  projectors  of  the  Con- 
necticut Valley  Railroad  Company,  and  was 
untiring  in  his  efforts  to  make  the  undertak- 
ing a success.  He  loved  the  life  of  a farmer, 
but  his  other  large  business  interests  were  suf- 
ficient to  engage  his  whole  attention.  In  1863 
he  employed  in  his  shipyard  138  men  on  the 
following  nam'ed  vessels : The  steamers 

“Charles  Benton,”  “El  Cid,”  “Sunshine,”  “Sil- 
ver Star,”  “Sentinel,”  and  “General  Lyon,” 
and  the  schooners  “Meteor”  and  “Early  Bird.” 
About  this  time  business  so  pressed  him  that 
he  was  for  several  years  obliged  to  curtail 
his  hours  of  sleep  to  four  or  five  in  the  twen- 
ty-four. In  1863  he  built  the  “Kewawaha,” 
of  569  tons,  one  of  the  thirteen  gunboats  or- 
dered by  the  United  States  Government  shortly 
before  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  In 
addition  to  his  other  business,  Mr.  Goodspeed 
whs  for  years  vice-president  and  general  man- 
ager of  the  Hartford  & New  York  Steamboat 
Company,  a corporation  with  a capital  of 
$400,000,  owning  five  steamers  and  valuable 
real  estate.  Air.  Goodspeed  was  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  the  community,  and  his 
best  monument  is  the  example  he  left  of  an 
untarnished  life.  A man  of  great  force  of 
character,  public-spirited  to  an  unusual  de- 
gree, M!r.  Goodspeed  was  active  in  politics, 
but  could  never  be  induced  to  accept  office, 
preferring  to  use  his  influence  to  advance  his 
friends.  Generous  to  a fault,  his  aid  could  al- 
1 wavs  he  relied  upon  in  any  worthy  benevolent 
I enterprise,  one  of  the  most  ardent  desires  of 
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his  life  being  the  wish  to-  furnish  employment 
to  all  who  applied  for  it. 

'Mr.  Goodspeed  married  Louisa  M.  Rdb- 
bins,  of  Rocky  Hill,  and  their  residence  was 
the  old  homestead,  where  two  children  were 
born  tO'  them  : William  Robbins,  who  is  men- 

tioned below!,  and  Louisa  Robbins,  who  died 
October  21,  1 880. 

William  R.  Goodspeed  had  every  educa- 
tional advantage,  and  enjoyed  two  years  of 
special  instruction  at  Cheshire  Academy  under 
the  tuition  of  Mr.  Horton.  From  1866  to 
1868  he  attended  Gen.  Russell's  School,  in 
New  Haven.  In  1868  he  began  his  business 
career,  entering  the  store  of  his  father,  which 
was  located  at  Goodspeed’ s Landing,  and  at 
his  father’s  demise  came  into  possession  of  the 
business.  In  1872  he  associated  with  him 
Wilson  C.  Reynolds.  From  1876  to  1887  Mr. 
Goodspeed  was  proprietor  of  the  store,  in  the 
latter  year  disposing  of  the  business  to'  Mir. 
Reynolds,  and  becoming  interested  in  farming 
and  a creamery  at  East  Hacldam.  At  present 
he  owns  and  operates  a steam  ferry  at  that 
place,  a very  profitable  enterprise. 

Mr.  Goodspeed  has  been  twice  married, 
the  first  time,  in  1875,  to  Miss  Hattie  Beach 
Smith,  a native  of  Waterbury,  who  died  June 
20,  1879.  Two  children  were  born  to  this 
union:  Louisa  Beach,  born  October  2,  1876; 

and  William  H.,  born  December  16,  1877, 
who  died  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  February  2, 
1899.  Mir.  Goodspeed’s  second  marriage,  on 
May  25,  1881,  was  to  Miss  Phoebe  E.  Smith 
oh  New  London,  daughter  of  Capt.  Leonard 
and  Elizabeth  ( Dwyer)  Smith,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Jonathan  Smith  and  John  Dwyer. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodspeed  has  come  one 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  born  June  20,  1882,  whc 
is  at  present  a student  at  Wells  College. 

Mr.  Goodspeed  is  one  of  the  busiest  men 
in  East  Haddam.  For  twenty-two  years  he 
was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  National  Bank 
of  New  England;  for  six  years  he  devoted 
his  time  to  the  interests  of  the  Columbian 
Trust  Company,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  of 
which  he  was  trustee  and  representative.  He 
is  now  eng'aged  as  an  investment  broker.  So- 
cially he  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, having  been  a member  for  twenty- 
nine  years  of  Columbia  Lodge,  No.  26,  and  is 
a member  of  Middlesex  Lodge,  N O'.  3,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  in  both  of  these  organizations  enjoying 


the  esteem  of  his  comrades.  Politically  he  is  I 
a Republican,  but  has  been  so  busy  with  per- 
sonal  affairs  that  he  has  had  no  timle  to  accept  : 
the  offices  in  the  gift  of  his  party,  although! 
many  have  been  suggested  to-  him.  As  senior  j; 
Warden  of  St.  Stephen’s  Church  he  exerts  a 
wide  influence,  and  conscientiously  contributes 
time  and  money  to  further  its  best  interests.  J 
He  is  a man  of  whom  East  Haddam  is  proud. 


ALBERT  HALE  bears  a name  that  has 
long  been  accepted  as  a synonym  of  sturdy  1 
manhood  and  good  citizenship  in  Portland,  and 
through  no  act  of  his  has  the  lustre  of  that 
name  been  dimmed.  He  was  born  May  24, 
1833,,  on  his  father’s  farm  in  the  north  of  the 
town  of  Portland,  a son  of  William  and  Laura 
( Wright)  Hale. 

Ephraim  Hale,  his  grandfather,  was  born 
in  1769,  a son  of  Elisha  Hale,  and  died  March 
24,  1842.  [The  Hale  ancestry  may  be  found 
in  the  sketch  of  Titus  Hale] . Ephraim  Hale  : 
was  a farmer  and  an  upright  man  who  had  the  [ 
respect  of  the  community.  His  wife,  Betsey  f 
Marley,  was  born  in  Glastonbury  in  1770,  and  j 
died  October  30,  1838,  and  the  remains  of  both  * 
her  and  her  husband  are  buried  in  the  South  l 
Glastonbury  cemetery.  These  were  their  chil- 
dren : Annie  who  married  Samuel  Billings,  oft 


Chatham,  and  died  in  Glastonbury;  Betsey,? 
who  married  Anson  Chapman,  and  died  in  i 
Glastonbury;  Ruth,  who  married  Daniel  Ack- 
ley, and  died  in  Portland ; Emily,  who  married 
Major  Willard  Sim'pson,  and  lived  and  died  in 
Glastonbury;  Caroline,  who  never  married; 
Chester,  the  father  of  Titus  Hale  of  Portland; 
William,  mentioned  below  ; and  Josiah  a farm- 
er, who  died  in  Glastonbury.  Ephraim  Hale 
was  drafted  in  the  American  army  in  the  war 
of  1812,  and  his  son,  Chester,  as  his  substi-f 
tute,  ieft  for  New  London  with  his  company 
when  news  of  the  treaty  of  peace  was  received. 

William  Hale,  father  of  Albert  Hale,  was 
born  in  1806,  in  what  was  then  called  Chat- 
ham, but  which  now  hears  the  name  of  Port- 
land. He  worked  in  the  Portland  quarries 
when  a young  man.  Becoming  afflicted  with! 
spinal  trouble,  he  was  unable  to’  do  any  work! 
for  eighteen  years,  but  in  his  later  years  sauj 
a period  of  activity.  Farming  was  his  princi- 
pal occupation,  and  he  also  engaged  in  charcoal, 
burning.  When  about  twenty-six  years  old  j 
William  Hale  wedded  Laura  Wright,  who  wasj 
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born  in  East  Glastonbury,  a daughter  of  Dan- 
iel Wright.  Her  father  was  a Revolutionary 
soldier,  and  enlisted  when)  a boy.  William 
Hale  and  his  wife  settled  in  Portland  where 
they  always  remained.  Their  children  were: 
Albert;  Mary  J.,  deceased  wife  of  Charles  E. 
Chapman,  of  Newington,  Conn.;  Watson,  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere;  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Josiah  C.  Sparks,  and  died  in 
Hartford,  Conn. ; Emily,  residing  with  her  eld- 
est brother;  and  Susan,  wife  of  Jerome  Taylor 
| of  South  Glastonbury.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hale 
also  reared  a son  of  Mr.  Hale’s  sister,  William 
N.  Simpson,  who  lived  with  them  until  his 
marriage,  and  who'  is  now  a resident  of  Port- 
land. Mr.  Hale  was  a believer  in  the  Presby- 
terian faith,  and  was  a Democrat  in  politics. 
He  died  April  28,  1882,  while  the  mother  lived 
to  be  eighty-two  years  old  and  died  July  27, 
1890. 

Albert  Hale  was  a farmer  lad,  and  attended 
district  school  No.  5,  in  Portland,  where  Mr. 
Porter  was  one  of  his  earlier  teachers,  as  was 
also  Norman  Turner.  He  was  put  to  work 
early,  and  has  always  been  an  industrious  man. 
Farming  has  been  his  life  work,  and  he  even 
1 now  follows  that  business. 

Mr.  Hale  is  a Democrat,  and  considers  the 
election  of  honest  and  capable  men  to  offi- 
cial position  the  duty  of"  all  true  citizens.  He 
reads  much,  and  is  well  posted  on  the  political 
situation  and  the  general  condition  of  the 
world.  Quiet  and  unassuming  and  of  the  strict- 
est integrity,  he  bears  the  good  will  of  the  com- 
munity. His  farm  is  in  the  north  end  of  Port- 
land, and  borders  on  Hartford  county.  He 
has  never  married. 

WILLIAM  M.  SISSON,  one  of  the  best 
known  citizens  in  the  thriving,  town  of  East 
Haddam  is  a successful  business  man  as  well 
as  an  enterprising  farmer.  Pie  was  born  in 
1 East  Haddam,  December  29,  1843,  a son  of 
Nathan  PI.  and  Mary  A.  (Morgan)  Sisson. 

Jonathan  Sisson,  his  great-grandfather, 
was  born  in  Rhode  Island  in  1753.  Pie  mar- 
' ried  Elizabeth  Bliven,  and  nearly  all  of  his 
family  were  natives  of  that  State.  About  1800 
they  removed  to  Lyme,  New  London  Co., 
Conn.,  where  Jonathan  bought  a farm  on  which 
the  original  house  is  now  standing,  lie  op- 
erated a grist  and  saw  mill,  and  in  everything 
he  undertook  was  very  energetic.  His  death  oc- 


curred December  8,  1833,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  October  9,  1842.  To  them  were  born: 
Betsey;  William,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
born  in  1778;  Oliver;  Jonathan;  Mary;  Sarah; 
Nancy;  Frances;  Deziah ; Nathan;  and  Henry. 

William  Sisson,  the  grandfather,  married 
Phoebe  Holdridge,  a native  of  Groton,  Conn., 
and  to  them  were  born:  Elizabeth;  Nathan 

H.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  born  in  1809; 
Mary;  Phoebe;  Jonathan;  and  Harriet.  Will- 
iam Sisson  died  February  8,  1837,  aged  fifty- 
nine;  and  his  wife  survived  him  until  Decem- 
ber 2,  1859,  when  she  was  aged  seventy-three. 

Nathan  H.  Sisson  inherited  a part  of  the 
old  homestead,  almost  on  the  line  dividing  the 
towns  of  East  Haddam  and  Lyme,  improved 
it  extensively  and  engaged  in  farming  and  lum- 
bering. In  early  life,  he  also  taught  school  in 
East  Haddam.  He  became  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative men,  and  held  various  town  offices. 
On  October  30,  1838,  he  married  a daughter 
of  Daniel  Morgan  of  Groton,  and  to  this  union 
were  born:  Jane  E.  and  Wiliam  M.  Both 

Mr.  Sisson  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
North  Lyme  Baptist  Church,  in  which  faith 
they  died;  he  died  on  December  10,  1875,  a§'ed 
sixty-five,  and  his  wife  on  March  18,  1865, 
aged  fifty-four. 

William  M.  Sisson  received  more  than 
usual  educational  advantages,  attending,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  local  schools.  Bacon  Academy  at 
Colchester,  Conn.,  and  Bartlett  Pligh  School 
at  New  London.  His  first  essay  on  his  own 
account  was  as  a school  teacher,  and  he  then 
became  a book-agent,  continuing  for  two  years 
in  Long  Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania.  His  next  venture  was  as  a clerk 
at  Hamburg,  Conn.,  in  the  employ  of  Air. 
Brockway,  and  as  soon  as  he  learned  the  de- 
tails of  tiie  business,  he  entered  into  a mercan- 
tile life  at  Hamburg  with  his  cousin,  Henry 
B.  Sisson,  ex-Probate  Judge,  continuing  the 
same  two  or  three  years.  In  1870  Air.  Sisson 
began  in  a small  way,  in  a mercantile  line,  at 
North  Plain,  a farming  community,  his  patrons 
being  in  East  Haddam,  Lyme  and  Salem. 
Later  Gilbert  H.  Strong  became  interested  in 
the  business,  and  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  two,  the  large  farm  property  has  increased 
in  value,  while  the  store  which  at  first  had  a 
trade  amounting  to  $500  per  year,  now  does  an 
annual  business  of  81 2,000.  Mr.  Sisson  de- 
votes nearly  all  of  his  time  to  mercantile  pur- 
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suits,  and  the  firm  also  own  an  extract  mill, 
which  they  rent  to  a firm  manufacturing  win- 
tergreen,  witch-hazel,  etc.  Another  pursuit  in 
which  he  has  been  very  successful  is  that  of  in- 
surance agent,  and  among  other  well-known 
companies  which  he  represents  may  be  men- 
tioned, the  Hartford  Mutual  Company.  Mr. 
Gilbert  H.  Strong,  who  so  ably  assists  him,  is 
his  brother-in-law,'  and  a gentleman  of  much 
business  acumen. 

On  November  28,  1878,  Mr.  Sisson  mar- 
ried Mary  S.  Tiffany,  a daughter  of  Charles 
and  Susan  (Bailey)  Tiffany,  and  one  son  was 
born  to  this  union:  William  M.,  Jr.,  born 

February  15,  1884,  now  engaged  in  assisting 
his  father.  Mr.  Sisson  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  has  held  a number  of  offices,  having  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  for  nearly  twenty  years, 
represented  the  town  in  the  Legislature  in 
1883,  where  he  served  on  the  committee  on 
School  Funds,  and  he  has  also  been  assessor 
and  member  of  the  board  of  relief.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sisson  are  consistent  members  of 
the  North  Lyme  Baptist  Church,  of  which  Mr. 
Sisson  has  been  a member  since  he  was  four- 
teen, and  in  which  he  is  now  a deacon.  Fra- 
ternally, Mr.  Sisson  has  been  for  thirty  years 
a Mason,  belonging  to  Pythagoras  Lodge,  No. 
45,  while  Mrs.  Sisson  is  connected  with  the 
Grange,  established  in  this  vicinity  by  Gilbert 
H.  Strong.  Mr.  Sisson  is  a good  representa- 
tive of  the  American  man  of  today,  being  self- 
made,  self-educated,  and  a credit  to  himself,  to 
the  parents  who  bore  him,  and  to  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  has  made  his  home  for  so 
many  years. 

WILBUR  A.  BROTHWELL,  one  of  the 
leading  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Chester, 
Middlesex  county,  whose  efforts  are  always 
directed  toward  the  advancement  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  community,  was  born  Februaiy 
12,  1857,  in  Easton,  Conn.,  a son  of  Charles 
Ransom  and  Jennie  E.  (Jennings)  Brothwell. 

Joseph  Brothwell  the  grandfather  of  Wil- 
bur A.,  was  born  in  1790,  and  followed  farm- 
ing. in  Stratford,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  1812,  with  the  rank  of 
captain.  His  death  occurred  in  1873.  He 
married  Anna  Keeler,  who  was  born  in  Fair- 
field,  in  1800.  a daughter  of  Patrick  and  Eu- 
nice (Hubbell)  Keeler.  The  following  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union : Emily,  who 


married  Charles  Plumb,  and  lived  in  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  where  she  died;  Charles  Ransom, 
our  subject's  father;  John,  who  married  Anna 
Middlebrook,  was  a farmer,  and  lived  in 
Greenfield,  Conn. ; and  Delia,  who  died  in  in-  !; 
fancy. 

Charles  Ransom  Brothwell,  son  of  Joseph 
was  born  January  21,  1833,  on  his  father’s  : 
farm  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  the  property  now  ,j 
being  known  as  Brooklawn  Park.  His  boy- 
hood and  youth  were  spent  there,  and  he  re-  i 
ceived  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  j 
of  the  neighborhood.  Early  in  life,  he  learned  ;[ 
the  carpenter  trade,  following  same  until  1863, 
when  he  became  connected  with  the  Hon.  Phin- 
eas  T.  Barnum,  eventually  becoming  the  lat- 
ter’s real  estate  agent,  which  responsible  po- 
sition he  retained  until  Mr.  Barnum' s death. 

Hiis  relations  with  Mr.  Barnum  were  always 
of  the  most  pleasant  character.  After  the  \ 
latter’s  death  he  was  retained  by  the  estate  ! 
in  the  same  relation,  which  position  he  con-  1 
tinued  to  hold  during  his  life  time.  Mr.  Bar- 
num recognized  Mr.  Brothwell’s  value  to  him,  * 
and  many  of  the  large  business  enterprises 
originated  in  the  fertde  brain  of  the  able  as- 
sistant— for  instance,  the  reclaiming  of  that 
tract  adjoining  Seaside  Park,  east  of  Cedar 
Creek,  which  added  forty  acres  of  taxable 
property  to  the  city  of  Bridgeport.  Charles  » 
R.  Brothwell  was  one  of  the  original  members  ! 
of  the  board  of  Public  'Works,  which  position  ) 
he  held  for  twelve  years,  his  principal  inter-  ‘ 
est  in  connection  with  the  board  being  the  i 
building  of  the  bridges,  especially  the  lower  1 
bridge,  which  was  the  first  in  the  United  States 
to  be  operated  by  electricity,  and  which  was 
Mr.  Brothwell’s  own  idea.  Not  only  did  he  I 
introduce  the  electric  motor,  but  he  provided  a j 
swinging  stop  latch,  which  made  the  use  of  ' 
electricity  complete,  for  without 'that,  and  the 
yielding  abutment,  it  would  be  impossible  to  ; 
open  as  rapidly  as  at  present.  Mr.  Broth- 
well also  provided  tire  swinging  gates,  which 
are  placed  at  either  side  of  the  bridge,  for  the 
safety  of  the  public.  One  of  the  features  of 
the  semi-centennial  celebration  of  Bridgeport 
in  1888,  was  the  great  industrial  parade,  of 
which  Mr.  Brothwell  had  the  honor  of  being 
grand  marshal.  For  several  years  previous, 
he  was  interested  in  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  • 
not  only  during  the  time  he  served  as  presi-  ; 
dent,  1891  to  1892,  but  at  all  times,  was  instru-  ; 
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mental  in  getting  a large  number  of  manufac- 
turers to  locate  in  Bridgeport.  In  politics  he 
was  a Republican,  and  although  honored  with 
many  offers  of  office  by  his  party,  he  invaria- 
bly declined,  except  in  1892,  when  he  was  a 
candidate  for  the  senatorship,  running  against 
D.  M.  Morgan  at  a time  when  the  Democratic 
party  was  in  the  majority.  Although  he  was 
defeated,  the  count  was  very  close.  Mr. 
Brothwell  was  a vestryman  in  Christ  Episco- 
pal Church,  of  Bridgeport,  and  very  liberal  in 
his  subscriptions.  His  death  occurred  August 
I,  1898,  and  his  remains  rest  in  Bridgeport, 
near  the  tomb  of  his  old  employer,  P.  T.  Bar- 
num. The  property  he  left  was  a large  one, 
accumulated  entirely  by  his  own  efforts. 

On  June  4,  1856.  Mr.  Brothwell  was  mar- 
ried to  Jennie  E.  Jennings,  who  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1833,  a daughter  of  Isaac  and  Esther 
(French)  Jennings,  the  French  family  being 
an  old  one  in  Easton,  Conn.  Mrs.  Brothwell 
died  February  25,  1870,  leaving  one  child, 
Wilbur  A.  For  his  second  wife  Charles  R. 
Brothwell  married  Annabelle  F.  Banks,  a na- 
tive of  Greenfield,  Conn.,  and  a daughter  of 
Horace  Banks ; she  survives  him,  and  resides 
in  Greenfield,  Conn.  To  the  second  marriage 
were  born  four  children : Nellie,  who  mar- 

ried Sydney  N.  Lockwood,  present  assistant 
town  clerk  of  Bridgeport;  Mildred  and  Fred- 
die, who  both  died  while  young;  and  Barbara, 
who  lives  with  his  mother  in  Greenfield. 

Wilbur  A.  Brothwell  attended  the  district 
schools,  and  was  also  educated  in  the  Strong's 
Military  Academy  at  Bridgeport.  He  left 
school  when  he  was  fifteen  years  old,  and  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Alfred  Hopkins,  a stove 
i and  hardware  merchant  at  Bridgeport.  For 
I six  years  he  faithfully  served  his  employer 
I as  bookkeeper  and  clerk,  and  when  he  left,  in 
1876,  it  was  to  accept  a favorable  offer  from 
\ the  late  P.  T.  Barnum,  to  become  the  assist- 
1 ant  superintendent  of  his  real  estate  business, 
aiding  his  father  who  was  superintendent. 
He  remained  in  that  position  for  five  years, 

I and  in  1882  lie  severed  relations  with  Mr. 
Barnum  to  remove  to'  Chester,  Conn.,  to'  enter 
the  employ  of  his  great-uncle,  the  late  Rev. 

I Russell  Jennings.  That  same  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed assistant  superintendent  and  placed 
in  charge  of  the  West  factory.  In  1885  the 
present  corporation  known  as  the  Russell  Jcn- 
1 "mgs  Manufacturing  Company  was  organized. 


and  Mr.  Brothwell  became  interested  as  a 
stockholder,  and  was  re-appointed  assistant  su- 
perintendent. In  1896  he  was  elected  treasurer 
of  the  company  and  is  now  filling  both  posi- 
tions. He  has  also  entire  charge  of  the  de- 
partment of  sales  and  correspondence,  the  of- 
fices and  salesrooms  of  the  company  being 
located  at  Deep  River. 

Mr.  Brothwell  has  been  prominently  ident- 
ified with  the  Republican  party  of  this  section 
of  the  State.  He  was  elected  a member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  1891,  dur- 
ing the  famous  deadlock  session,  and  was  re- 
elected for  the  session  of  1893,  serving  on  the 
committee  on  Incorporations  in  both  sessions, 
and  was  its  clerk  in  1891.  I11  1892  he  was 

chosen  a member  of  the  World’s  Fair  hoard 
of  managers  for  the  Columbian  Exposition  at 
Chicago.  He  was  selected  as  delegate  to  the 
National  Republican  Convention  in  1896, 
which  met  in  St.  Louis,  and  first  nominated 
President  McKinley.  At  the  election  in  1900 
he  was  elected  Senator  from  the  Twenty-first 
District  by  the  second  largest  majority  ever 
given  a candidate  since  the  formation  of  the 
district.  He  served  as  senator,  on  the  commit- 
tees on  Capitol  Furniture  and  Grounds,  School 
Fund  and  Labor.  He  was  unanimously  nomi- 
nated by  the  Republicans  of  Chester  as  dele- 
gate to  the  Constitutional  Convention  and  was 
elected  by  over  two-thirds  of  the  number  cast 
at  the  election  of  November  5,  1901.  In  local 
affairs  he  has  held  the  offices  of  town  treasurer 
and  agent,  and  treasurer  of  the  town  deposit 
fund  since  1887. 

On  October  10,  1877,  Mr.  Brothwell  was 
married  in  Fairfield.  Conn.,  to  Lizzie  M.  Wil- 
son, who  was  born  in  Fairfield,  July  26,  1856, 
and  is  an  adopted  daughter  of  Aklen  and  Cath- 
erine Wilson.  Mrs.  Brothwell  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Fairfield.  To  this  un- 
ion have  been  born  two  children:  Willie  R.. 

died  in  1884;  and  Charles  R.,  horn  April  27. 
1883,  was  educated  in  the  Holbrook  Military 
Academy  at  Ossinning,  New  York,  and  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1902.  The  family 
reside  on  West  Main  street,  Chester,  where 
they  have  a handsome  residence,  one  of  the 
most  attractive  houses  in  the  town. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brothwell  are  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  they 
are  liberal  supporters,  and  of  which  Mr. 
Brothwell  has  been  first  trustee  and  treasurer 
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since  1885.  When  the  Deep  River  town  hall 
was  erected  in  1892,  Mr.  Brothwell  was  the 
largest  subscriber,  and  his  name  is  always  to 
be  found  on  subscription  lists  of  this  nature, 
or  associated  with  all  measures  looking  to- 
wards the  public  advancement  of  his  town. 
Kindly  by  nature  and  genial  in  manner,  he 
numbers  his  friends  by  legions*  and  is  one  of 
the  most  popular  men  in  the  entire  county. 

LEWIS  O.  and  EDDIE  S.  DAVIS,  of 
Middletown,  the  members  of  a firm  which 
does  the  largest  business  in  its  line  in  that  por- 
tion of  Connecticut,  were  farmer  boys  in  Ver- 
mont, were  reared  in  that  State,  and  obtained 
their  schooling  there.  Their  parents  were 
Charles  E.  and  Marcia  (Albee)  Davis,  the 
former  a son  of  Nathaniel  Davis,  who  lived 
in  the  town  of  Rockingham,  Vt.,  and  is  buried 
in  the  old  cemetery  in  that  place.  The  great- 
grandfather, also  named  Nathaniel,  was  born 
in  1715,  and  died  October  28,  1802.  He  was 
twice  married,  and  his  second  wife,  who  was 
born  in  1717,  and  who  died  July  30,  1795,  was 
the  mother  of  his  children. 

Nathaniel  Davis,  grandfather  of  Lewis  O. 
and  Eddie  S.,  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 
He  was  born  in  1754,  and  died  June  10,  1835 ; 
his  wife,  Lydia  (Harwood),  born  in  1761, 
died  March  10,  1838,  and  her  remains  were 
interred  in  the  same  cemetery.  Their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Susan  married 

Luke  Prouty,  and  lived  and  died  in  Vermont; 
they  had  six  children,  Valeria,  Davis,  Lydia, 
Luke,  John  and  Susan.  (2)  Fannie  married 
Jonathan  Burt,  and  had  four  children,  George, 
who  went  to  Henry  county.  111. ; Cyrus  who 
went  West,  but  returned  to  Vermont  where  he 
died  (he  remained  a bachelor);  Mary;  and 
Frank.  (3)  Lydia  married  Frank  Lovell,  and 
lived  in  Putney,  Vt. ; they  had  children,  Lucia, 
Minerva,  Abby,  Oliver,  Royal,  Fanny,  Lydia 
and  Charles.  (4)  Mary  married  John  Moore, 
and  was  the  mother  of  a numerous  family,  Hi- 
ram, Elijah,  Sarah,  Charles,  Adeline,  Clark  (a 
Universalist  preacher,  who  died  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.)  and  Jane  (who  married  Chauncey 
Sherwin,  and  after  his  death  Lewis  Albee,  and 
is  now  a widow  living  at  Bellows  Falls,  Vt.). 
(5)  Hiram  married  Malinda  Stevens,  and  died 
in  Rockingham,  Vt.;  his  wife  survived  him. 
He  was  the  father  of  the  following  children : 
Ann  (who  married  Lucius  Weston),  Simon 


(who  became  mayor  of  Cincinnati),  Helen,  Hi- 
ram, James,  Theodore,  Eliza,  Henry,  Ira  and 
Frank  (who  became  a broker  in  New  York, 
and  died  in  that  city).  (6)  Elijah  married 
Nancy  Tyler,  and  lived  and  died  in  Alstead,  j'{  j 
N.  H.  He  was  the  father  of  four  children, 
Tyler,  Martha,  Francis  and  Julia.  (7)  Char- 
lotte married  Manassa  Divoll,  and  became  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  Charlotte,  Ira,  Sarah, 
George,  Susan  H.,  Eliza,  John  and  Josiah. 

(8)  Betsey  married  John  Boynton,  went  West 
with  him,  and  became  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, Mary,  Eliza,  Charles,  Laura,  John, 
Henry  and  Lydia.  (9)  John  married  Susan 
Billings,  and  lived  on  the  old  Davis  homestead  i ' 
at  Rockingham.  They  had  s0ven  children,  ’ 
Louisa,  Harriet,  Susan,  Sarah,  Nathaniel,  El- 
len and  Flora.  (10)  James  married  Amanda 
Grimes,  and  lived  in  Rockingham,  Vt.,  where 
he  was:  engaged  in  farming.  They  had  a large 
family  of  children,  Flarriet,  Emeline,  Betsey, 
Mary,  Henry,  Fanny,  Oliver  (a  soldier  in  the 
Civil  war,  serving  in  the  Twelfth  Vermont  j 
Volunteer  Infantry),  Melinda  and  Helen. 

(11)  Charles  E.  is  mentioned  below.  (12) 
Valeria  married  Xenophon  Earl,  and  was  the  | 
mother  of  a numerous  family,  Sydney,  Eliza- 
beth, Harriet,  George,  Henry,  Ira,  Fanny, 
Valeria,  Charles  and  Martha. 

Charles  E,  Davis  was  born  March  30,  ' 

1807,  in  the  town  of  Rockingham,  Vt.,  was 
reared  on  a farm,  and  had  such  schooling  as  j 
the  time  provided.  In  October,  1828,  he  mar-  j 
ried  Marcia  Albee,  who  was  born  April  17,  j ■ 
18 1 1,  daughter  of  Eleazer  and  Hepzibah  (Ban- 
croft) Albee.  Eleazer  Albee  was  born  June 
1 7,  1785,  and  died  August  28,  1864,  at  Stan- 
stead,  Canada  East.  He  was  a son  of  Eben- 
ezer  and  Rachel  Albee,  of  whom,  the  former, 
born  in  1742,  died  August  8,  1818,  and  the  i 
latter  born  in  1745,  died  November  4, 
1815.  Their  children  were,  Mary,  Submit,  ' i 
Sarah,  Elijah  and  Eleazer.  Hepzibah  Ban- 
croft was  born  October  1,  1785,  daughter  of 
James  and  Lucy  Bancroft,  whose  family  were 
as  follows : Timothy,  Lucy,  Polly,  James, 

John,  Charles,  Hepzibah,  Lucy  (2),  Polly  (2), 
Timothy  (2),  Thomas  and  Lois.  Eleazer  and 
Hepzibah  (Bancroft)  Albee  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children : Harriet  married  Samuel 

Ransom,  and  became  the  mother  of  three  chil-  t 
dren,  Newell,  Samuel  and  Emeline  ; Mr.  Ran- 
som died,  and  his  widow  married  Joseph  Kim-  1 
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ball,  by  whom  she  had  one  son,  Gustavus.  Lu- 
cinda married  Matthew  Davis,  and  had  no 
children,  Julia  married  Joel  Bancroft,  and  had 
Julia,  Abigail,  Washington,  Joel,  Clark,  Fi- 
delia, Marietta,  Rachel  and  Harriet.  Marcia 
. became  the  wife  of  Charles  E.  Davis.  Fidelia 
never  married.  Calista  married  Lucius 
Adams,  and  had  one  son,  Henry.  Alfred  mar- 
ried Emily  Cheney,  and  had  one  son,  Ellery. 
Ellery  died  young.  Gustavus  married  Ma- 
linda  Albee,  and  was  the  father  of  a numerous 
i family,  Calista,  Elbert,  Eleazer,  George,  Ar- 
rozina,  Malvina  and  Theda. 

Charles  E.  Davis  was  a farmer  and  lived 
on  his  farm  until  April,  1874,  when  he  moved 
into  the  town  of  Westminster,  Yt.,  there  liv- 
ing retired  until  his  death.  May  21,  1890,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-three.  His  wife  died  Oct. 
22,  1880.  They  lived  together  fifty-two  years 
before  this  happy  union  was  broken,  celebrat- 
■ ing  their  golden  wedding  in  1878.  They  had 
children  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Marion  M.,  born 

July  11,  1830,  is  the  widow  of  Charles  New- 
man, and  lives  at  Bellows  Falls,  Vt. ; she  is  the 
mother  of  one  daughter,  Alice,  who  married 
Frank  Willis,  of  Middletown,  and  has  three 
1 children.  (2)  Eleazer  A.,  born  April  16, 
1832,  lives  at  Galva,,  Bl. ; he  has  been  twice 
married,  to  Lucy  and  Emma  Davis,  sisters,  of 
Vermont,  and  is  the  father  of  two  children, 
Julia  and  Frank,  of  whom  Julia  is  the  widow 
of  Jerry  Mehigan,  and  Frank  is  at  Galva,  111. 
(3)  Delia,  born  January  20,  1834,  married 
Rodney  O'ber,  of  Saxton's  River,  Vt.  (4) 
Charles  E.,  born  October  19,  1835,  died  in 
Galva,  111.,  where  he  was  a stove  and  tinware 
dealer;  his  wife’s  name  is  Jennie.  (5)  Mar- 
tha C.,  born  December  29,  1838,  is  the  widow 
of  Oscar  Olcott,  and  lives  in  Bellows  Falls. 
(6)  Charlotte  A.,  horn  November  10,  1840, 
married  George  Billings,  by  whom  she  had 
one  son,  George;  at  his  death  she  married  John 
Minard,  and  she  now  lives  at  Saxton’s  River, 
Vt.  (7)  John  F.,  born  October  4,  1842,  mar- 
ried Mary  Ayres,  and  died  in  the  summer  of 
1889,  at  Centerville,  S.  Dak.,  where  he  was  a 
merchant  and  successful  business  man;  he  left 
three  Ichildren,  Mortimer  of  Bellows  Falls; 
George,  of  San  Jose,  Cal. ; and  Charlotte. 
(8)  Lewis  O.  and  (9)  Eddie  S.  are  the  gen- 
tlemen whose  names  introduce  this  biography. 
Die  father  of  this  family  was  a Democrat  in 
political  faith.  Physically  he  was  a man  of 


small  frame,  but  was  well  built,  and  had  a 
strong  constitution.  At  seventy-five  he  could 
do  a day’s  work  in  the  meadow,  mowing  as 
readily  as  he  ever  could.  He  was  a plain  sub- 
stantial man,  commanding  and  retaining  the 
general  respect  of  the  community  by  his  many 
good  qualities  and  sincere  manliness.  He 
reared  a large  family,  and  accumulated  a very 
comfortable  competence. 

Lewis  O.  Davis  was  born  September  13, 
1844,  in  the  town  of  Rockingham,  Vt.,  where 
he  attended  the  district  school.  On  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted,  when  less 
than  eighteen  years  old,  August  17,  1862,  in 
Company  I,  Twelfth  Vermont  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, which  regiment  lay  in  front  of  Wash- 
ington the  greater  part  of  the  time  up  to  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg;  At  the  time  of  that 
great  battle,  the  regiment  was  detailed  to 
guard  the  baggage  train  of  the  First  Corps, 
and  so  did  not  participate  in  it.  They  were 
later  detailed  to  guard  prisoners  on  the  way 
from  the  battlefield  to  Baltimore.  He  was 
discharged  July  14,  1863. 

Mr.  Davis  had  a very  fair  education  de- 
spite the  interruption  of  the  war.  He  took 
himself  through  school  and  has  made  his  own 
way  in  the  world.  He  attended  the  Kimball 
Union  Academy,  at  Meriden,  N.  Id.,  also  the 
Chester  (Vt.)  Academy,  and  taught  school 
two  winter  terms  in  the  town  of  Rockingham, 
and  in  the  Bartsonville  District.  From  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  had  been  singing  in  church 
choirs,  possessing  an  unusually  good  tenor 
voice.  Rev.  E.  S.  Foster,  then  the  pastor  of 
the  Universalist  church  at  Middletown,  heard 
Mr.  Davis  render  a selection,  and  was  so  much 
pleased  with  his  singing  that  he  requested  him 
to  come  to  Middletown,  that  he  might  have 
him  sing  in  his  church.  In  July,  1866,  Mr. 
Davis  came  to  Middletown  to  reside,  and  for 
sixteen  years  sang  almost  every  Sunday  in  the 
churches  of  that  city.  He  was  employed  on 
his  arrival  in  the  city  as  a helper  for  carpen- 
ters for  a short  time,  and  then  clerked  in  the 
store  of  E.  B.  & F.  J.  Chaffee,  and  subsequent- 
ly for  Hubbard  Bros.,  remaining  with  this 
firm  from  March.  1867,  until  1875,  when  he 
and  his  brother,  Eddie  S.,  started  a sash,  door 
and  blind  business.  They  were  selling  *agents 
at  a later  period  for  J.  W.  Hubbard  & Co.,  in 
the  lumber  business,  and  in  1S90  L.  O.  & E. 
S.  Davis  succeeded  to  the  business  of  this 
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firm.  They  have  handled  paints,  oils,  glass, 
carpenters’  and  masons’  supplies,  since  they 
started  in  business,  and  have  met  with  fair 
success. 

On  November  18,  1868,  Lewis  O.  Davis 
and  Miss  Helen  T.  Stillman  were  married  in 
Middletown.  Mrs.  Davis  was  born  May  25, 
1849,  in  that  town,  daughter  of  Edwin  and 
Mary  (Hopkins)  Stillman,  was  reared  and 
educated  in  her  native  city,  and  has  many 
friends.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Davis  have  had  chil- 
dren as  follows  : ( 1 ) Lewis  E.,  born  May  24, 

1870,  is  a clerk  for  L,  O.  & E.  S.  Davis. 
He  was  married  June  7,  1898,  to  Miss  Jennie 
Tryon,  of  Middletown,  and  has  one  son, 
Charles  E.,  born  August  22,  1901.  (2)  Charles 
Edwin,  born  June  25,  1872,  married  Miss  Liz- 
zie F.  Wood;  he  is  with  the  Oakville  Co.,  of 
Oakville,  Conn.  (3)  Marcia  A.,  born  April 
4,  1874,  married  John  J.  Cone,  Jr.,  of  Dor- 
chester, Mass.,  where  they  reside;  they  have 
one  son,  John  J.,  born  August  1,  1901.  (4) 

Ernest  S.,  born  September  6,  1876,  married 
Miss  Ella  F.  Roberts,  and  is  with  the  Rogers 
& Hubbard  Company,  of  Middletown.  (5) 
Rodney  O.,  born  August  19,  1879,  died  June 
23,  1880.  (6)  Martha  Helen,  born  May  20, 

1883,  is  at  home.  (7)  Harold  Whitney  was 
born  September  8,  1885.  (8)  Frank  Twitch- 

ell  was  born  December  25,  1888.  (9)  Marion 

May  was  born  April  21,  1892. 

Mr1.  Davis  has  served  on  the  board  of  edu- 
cation, and  was  in  the  common  council  one 
term.  He  is  a man  of  high  character,  and  his 
word  is  accepted  as  perfectly  good  anywhere. 
Fraternally  he  is  a Mason  of  high  degree,  be- 
longing to  St.  John’s  Lodge,  Washington 
Chapter,  and  Cyrene  Commandery,  and  takes 
a deep  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  being  one  of  its  most  popular  mem- 
bers in  his  section.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Royal  Arcanum  and  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen.  Mr.  Davis  is  a Democrat 
in  his  political  sympathies,  but  repudiates  the 
doctrine  of  free  silver.  He  is  a plain  unas- 
suming man,  easily  approachable,  gentlemanly 
and  courteous  in  his  manner,  and  is  one  of  the 
representative  business  men  of  Middletown. 

Eddie  S.  Davis  was  born  September  2, 
1851,  at  Rockingham,  Vt.,  and  remained  on 
the  farm  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age. 
He  attended  school  a mile  from  his  home,  and 
also*  the  Chester  (Vt.)  Academy.  In  the  sum- 


mer he  worked  on  the  farm,  and  obtained  a 1 
very  practical  knowledge  of  hard  work.  At  > 
sixteen  he  went  into  a general  country  store 
at  Rockingham,  Vt.,  and  proved  a success  as 
a clerk.  He  began  with  a salary  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars  a year  and  his  board,  good  wages 
for  a boy  of  that  age,  but  he  earned  it.  On 
March  1,  1870,  he  came  to  Middletown,  where 
his  brother,  Lewis  O'.,  had  been  since  1866,  ■ 

and  entered  the  employment  of  Hubbard 
Brothers  as  a clerk.  It  was  radically  new  bus- 
iness for  him,  but  he  soon  became  familiar 
with  it,  and  was  with  the  firm  until  1873.  In 
1875,  when  the  firm  of  L.  O'.  & E.  S.  Davis  j 
was  formed,  he  became  identified  with  their 
business.  Their  beginning  was  modest  com-  I 
pared  with  the  extensive  trade  which  they  now 
enjoy.  For  a number  of  years  Davis  Brothers 
were  selling  agents  for  J.  W.  Hubbard  & Co.,  j 
and  in  1890  bought  their  business.  In  1895 
L.  O.  & E,  S.  Davis  purchased  the  property 
where  they  were  doing  business,  as  it  was  very 
valuable  on  account  of  its  proximity  to  the  I 
river  front  and  its  other  shipping  facilities,  j 
The  business  has  expanded  from  time  to  time  , 
until  it  has  become  the  most  extensive  in  their  j, 
section  of  the  State.  The  stock  includes  all 
kind  of  builders’  lumber,  paints  and  oils,  and  ' 
their  patronage  covers  a wide  area.  Mr.  Davis  11 
is  one  of  the  prominent  men  in  Masonic  cir-  ; 
cles  in  Connecticut.  He  was  raised  in  St.  -1 
John's  Lodge,  Middletown,  receiving  the  third  [ 
degree  November  28,  1873;  is  a member  of  j 
Washington  Chapter,  No.  6 ; was  knighted  July 
15,  1879,  by  J.  B.  Kilbourne;  became  eminent 
commander  of  Cyrene  Commandery  in  1891,  1 
holding  that  position  two'  years,  and  is  now 
treasurer  of  same;  was  elected  grand  senior 
warden  of  the  grand  commandery  March  19,  ; 
1895  ; has  received  the  thirty-second  degree, 
Scottish  Rite,  and  is  held  in  high  honor  in  the  I 
Masonic  bodies  with  which  he  is  identified.  ; j 
In  1900  Mr.  Davis  was  made  R.  E.  grand  j 
commander,  Knights  Templar,  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Davis  also  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum,  : 
and  was  the  first  elected  regent  of  the  local  ; 
lodge ; and  he  is  a member  of  the  Ancient  Or- 
der of  the  United  Workmen.  He  is  president 
of  the  Middletown  Building  & Loan  Associa-  : 
tion,  is  treasurer  of  the  Middletown  Board  of 
Trade,  and  is  chairman  of  the  Trades’  Com- 
mittee. He  is  treasurer  of  the  Masonic  Build- 
ing Association,  has  been  director  in  the  Cen- 
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tral  National  Bank,  and  is  now  a trustee  in  the 
Middletown  Savings  Bank.  He  also  served 
one  term  each  as  councilman  and  alderman. 
Mr.  Davis  is  an  active,  public  spirited  citizen, 
and  takes  much  pride  in  the  city  of  his  adop- 
tion. He  believes  in  Middletown,  and  is  not 
willing  that  it  should  lose  one  industry,  or 
that  one  of  its  business  houses  should  go  to  the 
wall.  Politically  Mr.  Davis  is  d Democrat, 
but  could  not  vote  for  Bryan  in  1896,  prefer- 
ring rather  to  vote  for  McKinley.  In  1902 
he  was  appointed  by  Mayor  Mills  a member 
of  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners. 

On  January  9,  1878,  Mr.  Davis  married 
Miss  Carrie  A.  Savage,  of  Middletown,  who 
was  born  September  8,  1852,  a daughter  of 
Seth  and  Nancy  (Ivellsey)  Savage,  the  former 
of  whom  died  in  April,  1857,  and  the  latter  in 
January,  1896.  Seth  Savage  was  a son  of 
Seth  Savage,  and  his  wife  was  the  daughter 
of  Chester  and  Nancy  (Beckley)  Ivellsey. 
Nancy  Beckley  was  born  October  28,  1803, 
and  now  lives  with  Mrs.  E.  S.  Davis.  Seth 
and  Nancy  (Kellsey)  Savage  had  two  chil- 
dren: George  W.,  now  a merchant  at  Ruth- 

erford, N.«  J. ; and  Carrie  A.,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Da- 
vis. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  are  the  parents  of 
two  children:  Oscar  Savage,  born  October 

12,  1879,  is  now  a clerk  in  his  father's  store; 
Alice,  born  September  18,  1884,  is  at  home. 
Mrs.  Davis  is  a member  of  the  Ladies  Auxil- 
iary Society  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  She  and  her 
husband  attend  the  Episcopal  Church. 

JAMES  TAYLOR  INGLIS,  one  of  the 
best  known  and  most  highly  respected  of  the 
foreign-born  citizens  of  the  town  of  Middle- 
field,  Middlesex  county,  and  one  who  has 
taken  an  active  interest  in  that  town  for  years, 
was  born  October  21,  1821,  at  Echo  Bank, 
which  is  just  outside  the  city  of  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  on  the  south. 

Mr.  Inglisi  is  a son  of  Alexander  and  Jean- 
ette (Foyer)  Inglis.  The  mother  was  from 
near  Glasgow.  At  the  time  of  her  marriage 
to  Alexander  Inglis,  she  was  the  widow  of 
John  Nor  vial,  to  whom  she  had  borne  three  chil- 
dren, namely : John,  who  was  a combmaker, 

went  to  Africa,  worked  at  his  trade  in  the 
Cape  Colony,  and  later  went  to  the  Orange 
Free  State,  where  he  built  the  bridge  at  “Ner- 
val's Pont” ; he  was  an  extensive  landowner, 
had  a large  family,  and  died  in  Colesberg. 


Jane,  the  second  child,  died  in  Edinburgh.  Of 
the  third  child,  Henry,  nothing  is  known. 
Alexander  Inglis  had  poor  health,  and  died 
when  his  son  James  T.  was  but  a year  old.  He 
had  been  to  the  United  States,  but  returned  to 
Scotland,  where  he  and  his  wife  both  died. 
Their  two  children  were  Alexander  and  James 
Taylor.  Alexander  was  born  May  26,  1815, 
married  Euphemia  Dick,  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  settled  in  Middletown,  Conn., 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  the  father  of  the  present  Chief  of  Police 
of  Middletown,  Archibald  Inglis,  a sketch  of 
whose  life  will  be  found  elsewhere. 

Three  miles  west  of  Edinburgh,  on  the 
main  road  from  that  city  to  Glasgow,  is  the 
village  of  Corstorphine,  adjacent  to  which  is 
a large  farm  known  as  Corstorphine  Bank, 
whither  the  Inglis  family  moved.  James  T. 
Inglis  obtained  his  education  in  the  parish 
school  of  Corstorphine.  When  twelve  years  of 
age  he  hired  out  to  a farmer  for  six  months, 
receiving  twenty  shillings  for  his  labor,  to- 
gether with  his  board.  He  followed  farm 
labor  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  then 
worked  as  a quarryman  for  several  years; 
later  was  employed  in  railroad  construction, 
quarrying  stone  for  bridges,  culverts,  etc.,  and 
next  was  employed  in  a drain-tile  factory  near 
Edinburgh  for  several  years.  In  answer  to  an 
advertisement  for  fifty  men  of  “strictly  tem- 
perate and  Christian  habits,”  wanted  by  the 
Middlesex  Quarry  Company,  of  Portland, 
Conn.,  he  went  from  Edinburgh  to  Liverpool, 
whence  he  sailed  in  the  ship  “Vanguard,”  and, 
after  a voyage  of  twenty-one  days,  arrived  in 
New  York,  in  April,  1851,  came  thence  to 
Portland,  and  was  employed  in  the  quarry,  off 
and  on,  for  fifteen  years,  under  the  late  Will- 
iam H.  Beebe  as  superintendent.  He  also 
lived  in  Cromwell,  on  a farm,  for  a short 
time,  and  in  1866  purchased  a tract  of  sixty 
acres,  on  which  he  erected  his  dwelling,  barns 
and  almost  all  the  other  buildings,  cleared  off 
the  surplus  growth  of  wood  and  other  vegeta- 
tion, and  profitably  engaged  in  truck  and  gen- 
eral farming.  He  sold  the  farm  November 
5,  1900.  Mr.  Inglis  is  an  enthusiast  in  the 
breeding  of  Jersey  (kittle,  has  invariable  owned 
some  of  the  first  class,  and  is  vice-president 
of  the  Connecticut  Jersey  Cattle  Breeders  As- 
I social  ion. 

Mr.  Inglis  was  married,  in  Scotland,  to 
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Marion  Sheds,  who  born  in  Hamilton  Novem- 
ber 26,  1812,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Marion 
(Scott)  Sheds.  Mrs.  Inglis  died  in  Middle- 
field,  Conn.,  January  12,  1896,  the  mother  of 
six  children:  Marion,  wife  of  Ward  B.  Bail- 

ey, of  New  Haven;  Alexander,  who  married 
Sarah  Strickland,  of  Glastonbury,  and  is  now 
residing  in  Middletown;  Jeanette,  who  died 
in  infancy,  and  was  buried  in  Scotland;  Jane, 
at  home  unmarried ; Katherine,  who  died 
young,  in  Portland,  Conn. ; and  James,  who 
lives  in  New  Haven. 

Mr.  Inglis  is  a member  of  and  an  officer  in 
the  Congregational  Church ; is  a member  of 
the  Middlefield  Grange;  and  was  also  a Good 
Templar  when  that  society  had  a lodge  in 
Middlefield.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln.  He  has  been  called  upon 
to  serve  in  many  offices,  and  in  1874  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature,  during  his 
term  acting  as  a member  of  the  committee  on 
Cities  and  Boroughs.  For  ten  years  he  served 
on  the  board  of  selectmen,  and  for  several 
years  was  its  chairman.  He  was  also  a jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  an  office  which  he  held  until 
age  exempted  him  from  further  service.  He 
is  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  is  recognized  as  a leader 
in  his  town. 

As  an  employe  Mr.  Inglis  was  always 
most  faithful  in  guarding  the  interests  of  his 
employers,  and  in  the  quarry  was  frequently 
told,  “there  is  always  a place  open  for  men  like 
you.”  He  is  a man  of  sound  judgment,  out- 
spoken in  his  convictions  and  sentiments,  and 
of  the  strictest  integrity  ; he  is  kind-hearted 
and  very  sympathetic,  and  as  a citizen  is  most 
popular,  there  being  no  man  in  Middlefield 
who  stands  higher  in  the  esteem  of  the  inhab- 
itants than  himself. 

To  revert  to  John  Norval,  the  half-brother 
of  James  T.  Inglis,  the  following  extract  from 
the  Hartford  Courant  of  April  23,  1900, 
touching  his  career  in  South  Africa,  may  be 
of  interest  to  the  reader,  the  first  paragraph 
being  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Inglis  himself : 

It  appears  that  when  he  went  to  South  Africa  he  was 
a combmaker,  and  in  a letter  from  a member  of  his  fam- 
ily, received  in  1875,  it  is  said  that  he  worked  at  that 
occupation  for  a time,  but  afterward  worked  at  hat  mak- 
ing and  did  as  well.  When  he  was  in  Colesberg  (not  far 
from  Norval’s  Pont)  he  was  auctioneer,  justice  of  the 
peace  and  merchant  all  at  the  same  time.  Afterward  he 


turned  a farmer,  and  was  the  first  that  ever  put  a pon- 
toon bridge  over  the  Orange  river.  He  bought  five 
farms  in  the  Colony,  and  five  in  the  Orange  Free  State.  1 
My  niece,  Carrie  Norval,  in  letters  received  from  her, 
makes  use  of  the  most  affectionate  and  endearing  terms 
in  speaking  of  her  father,  and  says  that  he  was  highly 
respected  by  those  who  knew  him.  It  was  gratifying  for 
us  to  learn  that  while  our  mother  was  shedding  bitter 
tears  regarding  her  eldest  son,  he  was,  although  not  on  a 
large  scale,  making  a success  in  life.  He  attained  an 
honored  ripe  old  age,  and  his  children  and  grandchildren 
gathered  around  him  May  22,  1875,  to  celebrate  his 
eightieth  birthday  anniversary,  and  his  daughter  said 
that  on  October  17,  following,  his  mother  found  her  lost 
son,  John  Norval  having  died  that  day.  He  left  a widow, . 
five  sons  and  six  daughters. 

Norval’s  Pont,  it  will  be  remembered,  is  one  of  the  |l 
strategic  points  on  the  Orange  river,  the  boundary  line  f 
between  the  Cape  Colony  and  the  Orange  Free  State  in 
South  Africa.  It  is  one  of  the  three  railroad  crossings 
held  by  the  Boer  forces,  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  war, 
before  Lord  Roberts  had  turned  his  attention  to  the  cap- 
ture of  Bloemfontein,  by  the  way  of  Jacobsdal,  and  before 
his  advance  from  the  latter  position  had  the  effect  of 
drawing  the  Boers  away  from  the  Orange  river,  and 
allowing  the  advance  of  Gatacre’s  and  French’s  divisions 
in  the  direction  of  Bloemfontein. 

Norval’s  Pont  was  of  course  named  in 
honor  of  John  Norval. 

JACOB  W.  STUECK  is  one  of  Middle- 
town's  most  successful  progressive  and  sub- 
stantial business  men.  Born  in  Germany,  on  » 
January  27,  1852,  he  emigrated  from  the  Fa- 
therland  in  1870,  and  of  the  thirty-two  years 
during  which  he  has  been  a resident  of  the 
United  States,  thirty-one  have  been  passed  in  , 
Middletown,  Middlesex  Co.,  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Stueck  is  a son  of  John  Stueck,  who 
was  a small  farmer,  and  a cooper  by  trade. 

He  lived  to  attain  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years 
and  was  yet  robust  and  active  when  a fall  from  j 
a load  of  rye  caused  injuries  of  so  serious  a ; 
character  that  he  died  from  their  effect  two 
years  later.  His  wife  had  already  passed  j 
away,  in  1858.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  | 
children,  of  whom  all  but  one — Conrad — are  ' 

now  residents  of  this  country.  Some  brief 
mention  of  those  who  have  taken  up  their  f| 
home  here  cannot  fail  to  be  of  interest.  Henry,  J 
the  eldest,  who  was  the  first  to  woo  fortune  in 
the  New  World,  was  a gallant  soldier  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  entire  period  of  the 
Civil  war.  He  lives  in  Jersey  Heights,  but 
carries  on  a business  in  Washington  Market, 

New  York  City.  He  is  the  father  of  three 
children,  George  J.,  Philip  and  Isabelle.  Fol- 
lowing him  came  his  only  sister,  Martha  Eliz- 
abeth, who  is  now  Mrs.  J.  P.  Hoffort,  of  New  j 
London,  Conn. ; her  husband  for  more  than  jj 
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thirteen  years  conducted  a bakery  at  the  in- 
tersection of  Washington  and  Main  streets,  in 
Middletown;  she  has  no'  children.  Jacob  W. 
Stueck  and  his  brother  George  H.,  the  young- 
est of  the  family,  sailed  together  from  Bre- 
' mien  to  New  York  in  1870.  George  is  a baker 
by  trade.  He  is  the  father  of  one  daughter, 
Mamie. 

The  successful  career  of  Jacob  W.  Stueck 
! affords  a striking  illustration  of  what  may  be 
accomplished  through  hard1  work,  pluck  and 
perseverance.  He  received  his  early  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  land.  His 
parents  were  plain,  hard- working  people,  who 
regarded  idleness  as  akin  to  dishonesty,  and 
he  was  inured  to  toil  from  his  childhood.  He 
was  a raw  youth  of  eighteen  years  when  he 
first  set  foot  upon  a New  York  wharf  after  a 
thirty-five  days  passage  from  Bremen  in  a sail- 
f ing  vessel.  He  remained  in  the  metropolis  un- 
S til  the  spring  of  1871,  when  he  came  to  Mid- 
dletown to  enter  the  employ  of  his  brother-in- 
law,  J.  P.  Hoffort,  who,  as  has  been  already 
said,  was  a prosperous  baker.  At  that  time 
young  Stueck’s  capital  consisted  chiefly  of  am- 
, bition  and  energy,  and  as  both  were  practically 
inexhaustible  he  did  not  hesitate  to  draw  upon 
it  freely.  Through  hard  work  and  close  appli- 
cation he  mastered  the  trade  in  both  principle 
and  detail,  no  doubt  assisted  by  the  kindness 
of  his  employer.  Sobriety,  frugality  and  in- 
dustry also  stood  him  in  good  stead,  and  in  Oc- 
tober, 1878,  he  bought  the  business,  which  he 
thereafter  conducted  in  his  own  name.  For 
many  years  he  carried  on  the  bakery  at  the  old 
location,  but  in  May,  1883,  he  purchased  from 
J.  W.  Alsop  for  $10,500  the  property  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Washington 
streets,  where  he  erected  the  Stueck  block,  the 
largest  and  best  of  its  class  in  the  city.  Thither 
1 in  June,  1893,  he  removed  his  prosperous  and 
; constantly  growing  business.  Since  that  date 
bis  success  has  been  of  a sort  which  might  be 
described  as  phenomenal,  were  one  to  lose 
sight  of  the  excellent  judgment,  the  unfailing 
tact  and  the  tireless  energy  to  which  it  can  be 
attributed.  In  variety  and  excellence  of  prod- 
uct, no  less  than  in  perfection  of  appointment, 
in  both  baking  and  catering  departments,  Mr. 
Stueck's  plant  is  unsurpassed  by  any  similar 
establishment  of  its  sort  and  class  throughout 
the  State,  while  its  reputation  has  become  so 


well  established  that  its  patrons  are  included 
within  a large  circle. 

Mr.  Stueck  is  an  Episcopalian  in  religious 
faith,  and  a Democrat  in  politics,  although  in 
no  sense  a blind  or  bigoted  partisan.  As  a 
citizen  he  is  broad-minded  and  public-spirit- 
ed. AYhile  ever  averse  to  holding  public  of- 
fice, he  has  twice  represented  his  ward  in  the 
city  council  of  Middletown,  occupying  a seat 
in  that  body  for  four  years.  He  is  an  ex- 
member of  German  Lodge,  No.  9 2,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Middletown,  and  is  at  present  actively  affil- 
iated with  St.  John’s  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
and  with  Washington  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. 

On  September  7,  1874,  at  Jersey  City,  Mr. 
Stueck  was  united  in  marriage  with  M'iss 
Catherine  Snyder,  who  was  born  in  New  Or- 
leans, and  died  at  Middletown,  July  4,  1887. 
Airs.  Stueck's  parents,  Nicholas  and  Catharine 
(Marzolf)  Snyder,  were  both  natives  of  Ger- 
many, whence  they  emigrated  to  Louisiana. 
Air.  Snyder  was  a grocer,  and  also  dealt  in 
lumber.  He  died  at  New  Orleans  leaving  two 
children,  Catherine  (Mrs.  Stueck)  and  Nich- 
olas, the  latter  an  infant  of  five  months.  On 
reaching  manhood  Nicholas  Snyder  came 
North,  settling  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  provi- 
sion business  on  Fulton  street.  He  has  one 
son,  N.  Harry.  Mrs.  Snyder  married  again, 
her  second  husband  being  Jacob  Huber,  who 
was  a German  by  birth.  Shortly  afterward 
the  family  came  North,  locating  first  at  St. 
Louis,  where  they  made  their  home  for  seven 
years.  Thence  they  removed  to  New  Y'ork, 
where  Mr.  Huber  died,  leaving  three  children : 
Jacob,  who  died  in  Middletown,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-one;  John,  a merchant  at  Springfield, 
Alass.,  who  is  married  and  has  one  daughter, 
Gertrude;  and  Aliss  Margaret,  who  lives  at 
Middletown.  Airs.  Huber,  the  mother  of  Airs. 
Stueck,  also  lives  at  Middletown,  making  her 
home  with  Air.  Stueck.  She  was  born  in  Sep- 
tember, 1820,  and  although  she  has  passed 
life’s  eightieth  milestone,  her  physical  and 
mental  faculties  are  comparatively  unimpaired, 

lo  Air.  and  Airs.  Stueck  were  born  three 
sons,  whose  business-like  character  and  steady, 
reliable  habits,  bespeak  for  them  successful 
business  careers.  J.  William,  Jr.,  born  June 
18,  1875,  is  connected  with  the  American 
Bread  Company  of  New  York.  Philip  J., 


38° 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


born  January  3,  1878,  has  from  the  conclusion 
of  his  school  days  been  closely  associated  with 
the  extensive  business  of  his  father,  in  which 
he  now  has  an  interest.  Edward  N.,  born 
December  29,  1878,  is  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Sevigne  Bread  Wrapper  Company,  of 
Boston. 

MONROE  H.  CASE,  one  of  the  well- 
known  citizens  of  Portland,  resides  on  a farm 
that  has  been  in  the  family  many  years,  and 
is  the  only  one  of  his  generation  left  in  the 
town.  His  home  is  the  center  of  many  friend- 
ships, and  his  wife,  a most  estimable  lady,  has 
a deserved  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best 
housekeepers  in  the  town.  Mr.  Case  was  born 
in  a house  situated  on  a part  of  his  present 
farm,  November  13,  1840,  a son  of  Harley  N. 
and  Harriet  M.  (Hale)  Case. 

William  Case,  the  grandfather  of  Monroe 
H.,  came  from  Rhode  Island  in  boyhood  with 
an  uncle  named  Ellsworth,  who  settled  at 
Ellsworth  Corners,  (just  above  Gildersleetve, 
and  from  whom  the  “Corners”  was  named. 

William  Case  was  born  in  Rhode  Island 
in  1768,  and  became  an  orphan  early  in  youth. 
He  was  the  first  Case  to  live  in  his  neighbor- 
hood, in  Portland.  By  profession  he  was  a 
sailor  and  was  captain  of  a vessel  for  many 
years.  His  death  occurred  December  9,  1844, 
and  his  remains  rest  in  Center  cemetery,  Port- 
land. He  married  Rhoda  Hollister  of  Ragged 
Lane,  who  was  born  in  1775,  and  who  died 
February  23,  1865,  when  over  ninety  years 
old.  They  became  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing children : Melantha  married  Eleazer 

Stocking,  and  went  West;  Nancy  married  Ed- 
win Hollister,  and  died  in  East  Glastonbury; 
Phoebe  married  Hiram  Matthews,  and  died  in 
Portland ; Diantha  never  married ; Maryette 
married  Loomis  Thompson,  and  died  in  New 
Britain ; William  and  Austin  went  into  the 
far  West;  and  Harley  N.  is  mentioned  below. 

Harley  N.  Case  was  born  in  October,  1809, 
on  the  same  farm  and  in  the  same  house  as  his 
son,  Monroe  H.  He  was  a captain  in  the 
State  militia,  and  was  generally  known  as 
Captain  Case.  After  his  marriage  he  went  to 
housekeeping  on  the  farm  where  he  lived  for 
years.  He  built  the  family  home  on  this  farm, 
and  there  he  died  January  20,  1894,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  His  wife,  formerly  Har- 
riet M.  Hale,  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy,  and 


died  October  6,  1889.  They  were  buried  in 
Center  cemtery.  Mr.  Case  was  a Democrat, 
and  firm  in  his  party  faith.  He  is  recorded  as 
having  gone  to  town  meeting,  in  October, 
1841,  in  a sleigh.  Of  the  two*  children  of  j! 
Harley  N.  Case  and  wife,  Monroe  H.  is  our 
subject,  and  Nelson  E.,  lives  in  Syracuse, 
New  York.  || 1 

Monroe  H.  Case  attended  public  school  in 
the  neighborhood  where  he  was  reared  to  man- 
hood. As  a farmer  boy,  he  early  took  up  the 
work  of  life,  for  there  was  much  to*  be  done, 
and  times  were  hard  in  the  old  days.  The 
home  farm  needed  his  services,  and  he  grew 
to  manhood  under  the  parental  roof.  On 
April  14,  1875,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Hazel-  ;j 
ton,  who  was  born  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  June 
16,  1856,  a daughter  of  Oliver  and  Philanda 
(Watson)  Hazelton,  the  former  from  Towns- 
hend,  Vt.,  and  the  latter  a daughter  of 
Luther,  and  a granddaughter  of  Ezra  Watson. 

Mrs.  Case  had  the  following  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, who  grew  to  adult  age : Rose  is  Mrs.  j 

Sydney  Hayden,  of  Somerville,  Mass. ; Ellen  [ 
married  John  Smith,  of  Holyoke,  Mass.;  and 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four;  Fernando  re- 
sides in  Somerville,  Mass.;  James  H.  lives  at 
Northfield,  Mass.;  and  Carrie  married  Arthur 
Clark  of  East  Hampton,  Conn.  Oliver  Hazel-  • 
ton  died  at  the  age  of  fifty,  and  his  widow  [■ 
lived  to  be  eighty  years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  j 
Case  began  their  housekeeping  on  the  farm 
where  they  are  now  living.  They  have  one 
hundred  and  nine  acres  of  land,  and  are  pros-  | 
perous  members  of  the  community.  Three 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  have  blessed 
their  home:  Emmet  E.,  Kellogg  F.,  and  My- 

ron. Mr.  Case  is  a Democrat,  and  has  been  1 
school  committeeman,  but  beyond  the  interest 
of  a public-spirited  citizen,  he  takes  no  active 
interest  in  politics.  Socially  he  belongs  to 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  being  a charter  member  of  f 

I 

Portland  Lodge. 

CHARLES  E.  BROWNELL,  one  of  the 
leading  and  representative  men  of  East  Had- 
dam  town,  Middlesex  county,  the  oldest  man- 
ufacturer now  in  business  on  the  Moodus  river, 
and  president  of  the  Moodus  Savings  Bank,.  * 
was  born  in  Moodus,  town  of  East  Had- 
dam,  October  26,  1827,  a son  of  Edward  P.  ■ 
Brownell. 

Mr.  Brownell  traces  his  ancestry  back  to 
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his  great-grandfather,  Benjamin  Brownell,  a 
native  of  Westport,  Mass.,  who  married  a 
Miss  Potter.  His  son,  Abner  Brownell,  a 
farmer  of  Westport,  married  Hannah  Crary, 
a daughter  of  Nathan  and  Dorothy  (Wheeler) 
Crary,  of  Groton,  Conn.,  and  had  the  follow- 
ing family:  Nathan,  Frederick,  Isaac,  James 

Harvey,  Edward  P.,  Ephraham  Woodbridge, 
j Dorothy  and  Elephal. 

Edward  P.  Brownell  was  born  in  West- 
| port,  Mass.,  in  November,  1798,  and  died  in 
December,  1875.  His  boyhood  was  spent 
upon  the  farm,  and  when  a young  man  he  went 
j to  Leesville,  Conn.,  and  learned  the  trade  of 
cloth  dressing,  which  he  followed  for  a short 
! time,  at  Adamsville  and  Hunt’s  Mills,  R.  I. 

I After  his  marriage,  in  1825,  Mr.  Brownell  re- 
moved to  Moodus,  Conn.,  and  in  company 
| with  his  brother,  James  H.,  built  a cloth  dress- 
; ing  establishment,  the  partnership  lasting  until 
J 1844,  when  he  bought  out  his  brother’s  inter- 
est, and  added  the  cotton  twine  plant  in  con- 
junction with  his  other  enterprises,  continu- 
ing to  operate  them  until  his  death.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  originally  a Whig,  but  during  the 
early  ’sixties  voted  with  the  Democratic  party. 

| He  twice  represented  his  town  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  also  held  various  town  offices.  In 
1825  Mr.  Brownell  was  married,  in  what  was 
then  Seekonk,  Mass.,  to  Anstis  Cole,  who  was 
born  in  1798,  and  who  died  in  November, 

, 1886.  Three  children  were  born  of  this  un- 
ion: Charles  E.,  Mary  Updike,  widow  of 

I William  C.  Spencer,  of  Hadlyme,  Conn.,  and 
Hannah  Crary,  of  Hadlyme,  Connecticut. 

Charles  E.  Brownell  attended  various 
schools  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  after- 
ward fitting  for  college  at  private  schools,  and 
j at  the  Bacon  Academy,  at  Colchester.  He  en- 
tered Yale  in  1846,  and  graduated  in  1850. 
Among  some  of  his  classmates  who  have  at- 
tained particular  prominence  along  various 
j lines  are:  Prof.  Newton,  of  Yale;  W.  R. 

I Bliss,  the  author  of  various  articles  pertain- 
ing to  Cape  Cod  life;  Mr.  Roberts,  treasurer 
of  the  United  States;  Gardner  Spring  Plune- 
ley,  I).  D.  (deceased),  an  eminent  divine;  and 
Capt.  Manross  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  who  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Antietam.  After  coiru- 
pleting  his  education  Mr.  Brownell  returned 
to  Moodus  and  entered  the  cotton  twine  mill, 
attending  to  the  business  inside,  while  his  fa- 
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ther  was  engaged  on  the  outside,  and  two  years 
later  he  was  taken  into  partnership.  Since 
the  death  of  his  father,  in  1875,  he  has  had 
full  control,  owning  and  operating  two  mills, 
and  giving  employment  to  fifty  people.  The 
business  is  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of 
Brownell  & Co.,  although,  as  before  stated, 
Mr.  Brownell  is  the  sole  owner.  In  1854  Mr. 
Brownell  began  to  agitate  the  question  of  de- 
veloping the  water  power  of  the  Moodus  river. 
He  drew  up  the  skeleton  for  the  charter  of  the 
Moodus  Reservoir  Company,  which  was  in- 
corporated in  1872,  and  furnishes  water  for 
numerous  other  mills.  Since  then  he  has  seen 
its  capacity  more  than  doubled  by  the  building 
of  reservoirs  and  other  improvements.  Bashan 
pond,  since  its  improvement,  has  an  area  of 
250  acres,  and  is  fourteen  feet  deep;  Fall 
Brook  reservoir,  an  area  of  100  acres,  depth 
of  six  feet ; Falls  reservoir,  an  area  of  400 
acres,  depth  of  ten  feet.  The  major  part  of 
the  credit  for  these  changes,  which  have  made 
such  a manufacturing  center  of  the  commun- 
ity, must  be  given  to  Mr.  Brownell  and  others 
who,  from  the  formulating  of  the  plans  in  his 
office  to  the  present  day,  have  taken  a deep  and 
abiding  interest  in  the  upbuilding  and  carrying 
through  of  these  improvements.  Mr.  Brown- 
ell is  president  of  the  Moodus  Savings  Bank, 
and  also  a director  in  same.  A Democrat  in 
politics,  he  cast  his  first  vote  for  Zachary  Tay- 
lor, and  has  supported  the  nominees  of  his 
party  ever  since.  In  addition  to  having  held 
numerous  town  offices,  Mr.  Brownell  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  Legislature  in  1869, 
serving  on  the  Military  committee.  Socially 
he  is  vice-president  of  the  East  Haddam  Pub- 
lic Library  Association. 

Mr.  Brownell  has  been  twice  married,  first 
in  Colchester,  Conn.,  to  Abigail  F.  Loomis, 
daughter  of  Alfred  I.  Loomis.  She  died  13e- 
ceniber  30,  1864.  the  mother  of  the  following 
family:  George  L.,  bom  July  13,  1854,  a.  ma- 
chinist of  Worcester,  Mass. ; Edward  C..  born 
January  27,  1856,  a coal  dealer  of  Spring- 
field,  Mass.;  Giarlcs  IL,  born  July  7,  1859; 
Mary  J.,  born  April  15,  1861,  who  died  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1862;  Abigail  Foote,  horn  July  13. 
1863,  who  died  April  27,  1877.  Mr.  Brown- 
ell’s second  marriage  in  'Watertown,  N.  Y.. 
was  to  Sarah  E.  Ishani,  daughter  of  Wilson 
Isham,  and  to  this  union  came : Blanche. 
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bora  September  15,  1884,  who  is  attending 
high  school  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  Crary, 
born  on  December  18,  1889. 

Among  the  many  beautiful  ornaments 
which  decorate  the  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brownell  is  an  old  Colonial  clock,  for 
which  they  have  the  original  bill  of  sale,  dated 
in  London,  England,  February  20,  1796,  sold 
direct  by  the  makers,  P.  & M.  Grayhurst.  It 
was  brought  over  by  Capt.  Haley,  and  cost 
£13,  6s,  6d,  sterling.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brownell 
are  constant  attendants  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  highly  honored  in  that  body. 
Scarcely  too  much  credit  can  be  given  Mr. 
Brownell,  who,  coming  home  from  college 
without  any  practical  knowledge  of  business 
life  and  its  requirements,  settled  down  to  the 
arduous  task  of  comprehending  the  details  of 
the  work  to  the  development  and  expansion  of 
which  he  has  devoted  his  life. 

LO'ZELLE  J.  PLATTS,  an  extensive  and 
successful  farmer,  of  Saybrook,  Middlesex 
county,  who  possesses  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  comes  of  a family  old 
in  the  Winthrop  section  of  Saybrook.  The 
name  which  is  of  German  origin',  means  “par- 
ade ground,”  in  German  Platz,  Platts,  or 
Pradz ; in  English  the  name  is  Platte,  and  in 
French  Pradt. 

The  first  mention  of  the  name  in  New 
England  was  when  Frederick  Platz  came  from 
Germany  with  two  brothers  and  settled  in  Kill- 
ingworth,  after  marriage  with  a member  of 
the  New  London  Fox  family.  The  site  of  his 
residence  is  nearly  opposite  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Clinton.  The  children  of  this  fam- 
ily settled  in  various  parts  of  Connecticut. 
Samuel  settled  in  what  is  now  Westbrook; 
Ebenezer  married  Dorothy  Post,  and  settled 
in  Westbrook;  Obediah,  born  in  1709,  was 
the  great-grandfather  of  Lozelle  J. ; Mary 
married  Samuel  Stevens,  of  Killingworth; 
Lydia  married  David  Kelsey,  of  Killingworth ; 
and  Constance  married  a Mr.  Spencer,  of 
Westbrook. 

Obediah  Platts  was  born  in  Clinton,  and 
settled  in  the  town  of  Saybrook,  in  Winthrop, 
where  he  wfas  the  first  white  settler;  he  built 
a house  near  where  the  schoolhouse  now 
stands.  His  death  occurred  December  25, 
1773.  On  December  21,  1737,  he  married 
Hannah  Lane,  of  Clinton,  who  married  for 


her  second  husband  Caleb  Chapman,  and  died 
May  19,  1784.  Obediah  Platts’  children  were : ij 

Capt.  Dan,  born  in  1738,  the  first  white  child 
born  in  Winthrop,  served  in  the  Revolution 
as  a captain ; he  married  Jemima  Pratt  in  1768,  ; 

and  died  in  1826.  Joseph,  born  in  1740,  died 
while  serving  in  the  French  and  Indian  war, 
at  Crown  Point,  N.  Y.,  in  1761.  Noah,  born 
September  4,  1742,  was  the  grandfather  of 
Lozelle  J.  Hannah,  born  in  1745,  married 
William  Hill,  of  Westbrook,  and  became  the 
father  of  Col.  Hill,  who  was  a merchant  in  , 
Essex  for  over  half  a century.  John,  born  in 
1746,  married  Lucy  Webb,  of  Chester,  and 
died  in  1837;  he  was  a farmer  on  the  old 
homestead.  Elizabeth,  born  in  1749,  married 
Benjamin  Burr,  of  Haddam,  and  died  in  1839; 
many  of  the  Burrs  of  Haddam  descended  from 
this  union.  Sarah,  born  in  1751,  married 
Isaac  Post,  and  died  in  1829;  many  of  the  f 
Post  family  of  Winthrop  descended  from  j 
them.  Mary,  born  in  1753,  married  Michael  f 
Spencer,  and  died  in  1832.  Lydia,  born  in  | 
1756,  married  Josiah  Post,  and  died  in  1826.  * 

Noah  Platts  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Winthrop,  was  reared  a farmer,  and  1 
followed  that  occupation  during  the  greater  f 
part  of  his  life.  A fine  mason  and  joiner, 
though  self-taught  in  both  trades,  he  did  the  |i 
stone  work  on  the  house  in  which  his  grand-  i 
son,  Lozelle  J.,  resides,  when  the  place  was  ; ! 
built,  in  1786.  Joining  a party  of  Connecticut  j 
people  to  form  a settlement  in  Vermont,  he  1 
made  the  trip  on  horseback,  and  purchased  j 
land,  intending  to  locate  in  the  neighboring  j 
State,  but  upon  his  return  he  had  an  opportun- 
ity  to  purchase  the  farm  upon  which  our  sub- 
ject is  located,  and  thus  Vermont  lost  one  of  l 
the  most  energetic  and  progressive  of  citizens.  ! 
In  his  saddle  bags  Mr.  Platts  brought  with  ' 
him  some  small  shoots  from  Vermont  forest  i 
trees,  and  he  set  them  out  on  his  newly  pur-  i 
chased  farm,  the  survivor  of  these  being  the  j |; 
fine  large  pine  now  standing  near  Mr.  Platts’ 
home,  the  largest  tree  of  its  kind  in  Middlesex 
county,  if  not  in  the  whole  State;  it  was  set  out 
in  1786.  Noah  Platts  was  captain  of  the  local 
militia  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  but  was 
never  called  out  to  service.  For  his  time,  Capt. 
Platts  was  an  extensive  landowher.  He  was 
a man  of  the  greatest  energy,  and  famous  for  j 
personal  strength,  possessing  a somewhat  im-  ; 
patient  spirit  with  those  who  might  be  mildly  ) 
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called  laggards.  His  death  was  the  result  of 
an  accident  received  while  splitting  wood,  al- 
though he  survived  it  several  years,  and  he  is 
buried  in  the  Winthrop  cemetery,  where  the 
family  burying-ground  is  located.  His  first 
marriage,  in  1772,  was  to  Lucretia  Chapman, 
who  was  born  in  1737  and  died  in  September, 

I 1803,  and  his  children  were  all  by  this  mar- 
riage, viz.;  Lucy,  born  in  1774,  married  Jo- 
siah  Pratt,  and  removed  to  New  York ; Obe- 
diah,  born  January  8,  1777,  was  the  father  of 
our  subject;  Betsey,  born  in  1779,  married 
Jesse  Pratt,  and  had  a family  of  seven  chil- 
dren. Capt.  Platts’  second  marriage  was  to 
Hannah  Wright,  of  Westbrook,  who  died  in 
j 1822. 

Col.  Obediah  Platts  was  born  in  Winthrop, 
on  the  homestead,  and  moved  with  his  parents 
to  the  present  family  home  when  he  was  ten 
I years  old.  His  time  was  spent  in  farming  and 
; m building  roads,  by  contract,  the  excellent 
turnpike  between  Salem  and  Norwich,  and 
several  sections  of  the  turnpike  between  Deep 
River  and  New  Haven,  being  examples  of  his 
substantial  work.  Later  in  life  he  cut  timber 
from  an  original,  primeval  forest,  in  Guilford, 

. which  he  had  leased,  the  last  of  its  kind  in 
Connecticut.  Col.  Platts  also  owned  much 
land.  He  was  colonel  of  the  local  militia,  and 
was  always  mentioned  by  his  title.  He  was 
known  as  an  inheritor  of  much  of  his  father’s 
energy  and  decision  of  character,  as  he  was  of 
his  personal  appearance,  being  six  feet,  three 
and  one-half  inches  in  height,  without  shoes, 
and  weighed  over  200  pounds.  What  pigmies 
1 some  fashionable  excpiisites  would  have 
appeared  by  the  side  of  so  noble  appearing  a 
man!  Col.  Platts’  death  occurred  in  Guilford 
I November  9,  1841.  On  January  2,  1800,  he 
} married  Temperance  Pratt,  and  the  children 
j of  this  union  were:  Noah  O.,  born  in  1802, 

died  in  New  York  City  in  1845  1 he  had  been 
I representative  for  a New  York  firm  in  Alex- 
I ico  and  Central  America,  engaged  in  the  pur- 
I chase  of  valuable  woods,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  white  men  to  explore  some  portions  of 
the  interior.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
engaged  in  the  work  of  wharf  contracting. 
Samuel  W.,  born  in  1804,  died  in  1S22.  Tem- 
perance A.,  born  in  1807,  married  John  Deni- 
son, and  her  first  daughter,  Amelia,  married 
Albert  C.  Clark,  who  has  one  child,  Mrs. 

I Charles  A.  Lamb;  her  second  child,  Clarissa, 


married  Wilbur  F.  Arnold.  Lozelle  J.  is  our 
subject. 

Lozelle  J.  Platts  was  born  in  the  house  in 
which  he  lives  and  had  the  advantages  of  the 
district  school  until  he  was  ten  years  old, 
cheerfully  covering  the  distance  between  his 
home  and  the  school,  a mile  and  a quarter,  on 
foot.  From  the  age  of  ten  until  he  was  six- 
teen his  summers  were  spent  on  the  farm,  his 
winters  in  the  receipt  of  instruction  at  a select 
school  in  Deep  River,  two  and  one-half  miles 
distant.  These  select  schools  were  usually 
kept  by  students  from  Yale  College,  who 
adopted  this  congenial  employment  in  order 
to  assist  in  them  in  the  payment  of  college 
dues.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  Mr.  Platts  ac- 
companied his  father  to  Guilford  where  he  as- 
sisted the  latter  in  getting  out  timber,  and  also 
helped  him  to  burn  over  120,000  bushels  of 
charcoal.  After  the  death  of  his  honored  fa- 
ther, which  occurred  while  he  was  in  the  tim- 
ber business,  Mr.  Platts  returned  to  the  farm 
and  bought  out  the  other  heirs’  interest  in  the 
home  place,  paid  off  the  incumbrances,  made 
many  needed  improvements,  and  since  that 
time  has  been  engaged  in  general  farming, 
dairying,  etc.  Air.  Platts  keeps  his  estate  in  fine 
order,  the  whole  372  acres  being  made  profita- 
ble. Some  years  ago  he  owned  much  more  land, 
but  he  disposed  of  a large  portion,  which  is 
now  occupied  by  the  Connecticut  Valley  Or- 
chard Company,  in  which  corporation  he  was 
a stockholder  until  1899,  when  he  disposed  of 
his  interest. 

In  politics  Mr.  Platts  is  a Republican.  He 
has  avoided  office  as  much  as  possible,  al- 
though he  was  but  twenty-three  when  he  was 
elected  selectman,  at  a time  when  Saybrook 
was  larger  than  it  is  now ; he  was  chosen  as- 
sessor for  one  term,  and  has  declined  many 
minor  posts  of  honor.  In  1834  and  in  1878-79 
he  served  as  representative  from  Saybrook  in 
the  Legislature,  where  his  administration  gave 
satisfaction  to  the  whole  community. 

Socially  Air.  Platts  is  a charter  member  of 
Unity  Grange,  and  was  instrumental  in  its 
organization.  He  is  a consistent  member  of 
the  Deep  River  Congregational  Church,  and 
his  father  belonged  to  the  Centerbrook  Church. 

Air.  Platts  was  married  Februarv  9.  1844. 
to  Marv  A.  Albee,  who  was  born  in  1824. 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Lvdia  (Otis)  Al- 
bee, the  former  of  whom  was  a native  of  Ox- 
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ford,  Mass.,  the  latter  of  Lyme,  Conn.  Mrs. 
Platts  passed  away  December  13,  1900,  her 
death  being  caused  by  pneumonia.  The  fol- 
lowing named  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Platts:  Mary  E.,  born  in  1846,  mar- 

ried Herbert  Z.  Doane  in  1869,  and  lives  at 
Centerbrook ; she  has  two  children,  Mrs.  John 
Brails  and  Clara  E.  Jennie  E.,  born  in  1849, 
married  Charles  A.  Northend,  in  1876,  and  is 
now  a widow  living  in  Hartford  with  her  son, 
Allen  P.  Ada  L.,  born  in  1857,  graduated 
from  the  State  Normal  School  at  New  Britain, 
and  taught  school  there,  as  well  as  in  Hart- 
ford, where  she  is  now  a stenographer.  Jessie 
C.,  born  in  i860,  married  Clarence  E.  Lamb, 
and  has  four  children,  Louise,  Gladys,  Ruth 
and  Arthur.  Edith,  a graduate  of  the  State 
Normal  School,  is  now  a stenographer  in  Hart- 
ford. 

The  farm  owned  by  Mr.  Platts  is  located 
about  two  and  one-half  miles  west  of  Deep 
River,  on  the  Winthrop  road,  and  is  one  of  the 
best  and  largest  in  the  town.  It  is  managed 
entirely  by  Mr.  Platts,  who  has  preserved  his 
natural  vigor  to  a remarkable  degree.  A thor- 
ough and  practical  farmer,  he  has  also  excel- 
lent business1  ability,  and  is  regarded  by  his 
neighbors  as  a man  of  the  highest  integrity. 
He  is  a well  read  man  and  an  interesting  con- 
versationalist. 

JULIUS  DAVIS,  one  of  the  well-known 
and  popular  citizens  of  Middletown,  Middle- 
sex county,  has  achieved  success  by  his  own  ef- 
forts and  individual  worth.  Mr.  Davis  is  a 
descendant  of  Solomon  Davis,  who*  settled  in 
Killingworth  in  1709,  and  is  the  youngest 
child  of  Lewis  T.  and  Anna  (Burr)  Davis,  and 
a brother  of  Henry  and  Richard  Davis,  who 
are  represented  elsewhere. 

Julius  Davis  was  born  June  22,  1855,  near 
Pea  Hill,  in  the  town  of  Killingworth,  was 
reared  as  a farmer’s  lad,  and  was  early  inured 
to  hard  work.  He  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict school  at  Black  Rock,  and,  with  other 
youths  of  the  neighborhood,  was  employed  as 
a charcoal  burner  by  his  brother,  John  Davis, 
for  whom  he  also  drove  team  and  peddled  the 
output,  in  the  intervals  filling  in  his  time  by 
assisting  on  the  home  farm.  When  a little 
over  nineteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  Dur- 
ham, and  for  a period  of  five  years  was  clerk 
for  his  brother,  Henry  Davis,  later  becoming 


his  partner  and  remaining  with  him  until 
1882,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature, in  which  he  served  in  the  committee  on 
Schools.  On  April  1,  1882,  Julius  Davis  en- 
tered the  employ  of  E.  G.  Stoddard  & Co., 
wholesale  grocers  of  New  Haven,  the  firm 
being  now  Stoddard  & Gilbert.  The  first  year 
he  traveled  as  a salesman  up  the  Naugatuck 
division  of  the  Consolidated  Railway,  and  on 
the  Air  Line  Division  of  what  is  now  the  Con- 
solidated Railway,  and  in  1883  started  on  his 
present  route,  which  covers  the  territory  east 
of  New  Haven  to  Lyme,  and  the  Air  Line  Di- 
vision east  to  Baltic,  Conn.,  and  on  these  routes 
he  has  made  many  friends  and  established  a 
large  trade.  His  over  twenty  years  of  service 
with  one  of  the  largest  firms  in  New  Eng- 
land indicates  the  character  of  the  man.  He 
began  at  a good  Salary,  which  has  been  a 
number  of  times  increased,  without  solicita- 
tion on  his  part,  so  valuable  have  been  his  ser- 
vices in  increasing  the  trade  of  his  employers.  ' 

For  his  first  wife  Mr.  Davis  married  Eliza 
Thompson,  a native  of  Madison,  Conn.,  and 
they  had  one  child,  who  died  in  infancy. 

On  January  1,  1881,  Julius  Davis  married  » 
Miss  Alice  Chamberlain,  who  was  born  April  \ 
5,  1861,  daughter  of  Collins  S.  and  Prudence 
Chamberlain,  who  still  reside  on  the  old  home-  , 
stead.  This  union  has  been  graced  with  four  , 
children,  namely:  Elgin  G.,  born  March  15, 

1882;  Prudence  J.,  born  April  29,  1887;  Ma-  , 
bel,  born  August  8,  1889;  and  Angie,  born  i 
October  31,  1890. 

Julius  Davis  is  one  of  the  best  known  Dem- 
ocrats in  Middlesex  county,  works  hard  for 
his  party’s  success  at  the  polls,  and  is,  more- 
over, very  popular  with  the  public  at  large. 

He  has  served  as  constable  of  Durham  and 
also  on  the  school  committee ; was  two  years  a < 
member  of  the  city  council  in  Middletown;  ! 
and  was  the  only  Democrat  elected  in  that  j 
city,  for  any  office,  at  the  election  which  re-  ; 
suited  in  his  securing  his  seat  in  that  body  for 
his  first  term.  He  and  E.  S.  Davis  were  the  l 
only  Democrats  in  the  council.  In  1896  Mr. 
Davis  was  a candidate  for  sheriff  of  Middle- 
sex county,  and  though  it  was  an  “off”  year 
he  made  a most  creditable  run,  with  practically 
no  effort  on  his  part,  his  supporters  being 
distinctively  of  the  better  class. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Davis  resided  one 
year  in  Durham,  and  eight  years  in  Middle- 
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town,  and  in  November,  1892,  located  in  South 
Farms,  where  he  purchased  ten  acres  of  the 
Asa  Hubbard  estate,  which  he  has  converted 
into  one  of  the  most  beautiful  homes  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Middletown;  later  he  bought  the 
Charles  Fairchild  farm,  which  he  owned  until 
April,  1902.  He  is  a great  admirer  of  thor- 
oughbred Jersey  cattle,  and  has  a herd  of  twen- 
ty or  more.  Fraternally  Mr.  Davis  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Madison,  of  the 
K.  of  P.  Lodge,  and  the  Red  Men’s  Lodge 
at  Middletown,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  C. 
T.  A.  A.  Mrs.  Davis  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  at  South  Farms.  Mr.  Da- 
vis has  risen  from  the  position  of  a poor  farm 
lad  in  one  of  the  most  isolated  districts  of 
Middlesex  county,  to  that  of  an  honored  and 
substantial  citizen  and  trustworthy  official.  He 
has  ‘‘fought  his  own  fight,”  and  has  made  his 
way  through  the  world  by  personal  merit.  He 
is  a straightforward  man,  of  the  strictest  in- 
tegrity, and  is  the  same  to-day  that  he  was 
yesterday,  and  will  be  tomorrow,  and  enjoys 
the  implicit  confidence  of  his  employers  and 
his  numerous  patrons  in  his  capacity  of  trav- 
eling salesman. 

ENOCH  TRYON,  a well-known  citizen 
of  Tryon  street,  Middletown,  Middlesex 
county,  was  born  June  19,  1817,  in  the  house 
he  still  occupies,  and  is  the  sixth  of  the  ten 
children  that  graced  the  marriage  of  Enoch 
and  Sarah  (Crowell)  Tryon,  who  were  de- 
scendants of  two  of  the  oldest  English  families 
in  the  State. 

David  Tryon,  the  first  of  the  family  to  set- 
tle at  Middletown,  was  a brother  of  George 
Tryon,  the  first  British  governor  of  North 
Carolina,  and  later  of  New  York,  and  who 
afterward  “sat”  at  New  Haven,  whence  he 
eventually  sailed  for  England.  George  Tryon 
was  the  military  commander  who  drove  the 
subsequently  famous  Revolutionary  hero,  Gen. 
Israel  Putnam,  off  Horse  Neck,  causing  the 
latter  to  make  his  terrific  leap.  After  the  de- 
parture of  his  brother  George  for  England, 
David  Tryon  came  to  Middletown  and  settled 
on  the  “school  lot,”  which  was  near  the  pres- 
ent home  of  Enoch  Tryon.  David  was  a 
farmer  and  owned  a large  estate,  including 
some  silver  mine  property,  from  which  the  ore 
was  dug  during  the  Revolutionary  war  and 
cast  into  bullets  (for  want  of  lead)  causing  the 
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ejaculation  by  the  British,  at  the  next  battle, 
“They  are  firing  silver  at  us!”  David  Tryon 
was  probably  married  in  England.  His  death 
took  place  at  his  home  in  Bow  Lane. 

Amos  Tryon,  grandfather  of  Enoch,  was 
no  doubt  born  at  the  place  where  the  latter 
now  lives,  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  was 
still  a young  man  when  he  went  to  sea.  He 
became  captain  of  a vessel  plying  between  this 
country  and  Europe,  and  passed  the  prime  of 
his  life  on  the  water.  On  withdrawing  from 
the  sea  he  located  on  the  Bow  Lane  farm,  and 
erected  the  dwelling  house  now  occupied  by  his 
grandson,  Enoch,  for  the  building  of  which  he 
brought  some  of  the  timber,  the  doorknobs, 
and  other  articles,  from  Norway.  To  the  mar- 
riage of  Amos  Tryon  with  Sarah  Hubbard 
were  born  two  children,  viz. : Capt.  Enoch, 

the  father  of  Enoch,  whose  name  opens  this  re- 
view, and  Lucretia,  who  was  married  to  Elisha 
Fairchild,  a farmer,  and  for  a time  lived  in 
the  Long  Plill  District,  later  at  Bow  Lane, 
where  she  passed  the  remainder  of  her  life. 
Amos  Tryon  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years 
and  was  buried  at  Farm  Hill. 

Capt.  Enoch  Tryon,  alluded  to  in  the  fore- 
going paragraph,  was  born  August  19,  1781, 
in  the  house  built  by  bis  father,  and  now  oc- 
cupied by  his  son,  Enoch.  He  followed  farm- 
ing all  his  days,  was  very  successful  in  the 
management  of  his  affairs,  and  was  quite  also 
prominent  and  popular  as  a citizen.  For  many 
years  he  was  captain  in  the  militia,  and  his 
military  title  clung  to  him  in  his  civil  life.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  he  was  elected 
to  fill  many  town  offices. 

Capt.  Enoch  Tryon  married  Sarah  Crow- 
ell, who  was  born  January  5,  1784,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Crowell,  of  West  Long  Hill,  who 
married  a Hubbard.  To  this  union  were  born 
ten  children,  viz.:  Sarah,  who  married  Asa 

Hubbard,  father  of  Gaston  T.  Hubbard,  a re- 
view of  whose  life  appears  elsewhere;  Mary, 
who  married  Nelson  Thayer,  and  moved  to 
Genesee  county,  N.  Y..  where  lx>th  died;  Mat- 
thew, who  married  Mary  Wells  and  died  at 
New  Orleans  en  route  to  California;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Samuel  Emmons,  of  East  Haddam, 
who  located  in  Lancaster  county,  S.  C.,  where 
both  died;  Sophia,  who  married  Daniel  11. 
Birdsey,  of  Middlefield,  and  became  the  mother 
of  Enoch  T.  Birdsey.  whose  life  sketch  will  be 
I found  elsewhere;  Enoch,  of  whom  further 
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mention  will  soon  be  made;  Daniel  C.,  a sea- 
faring man,  who  married  Susan  Williams,  and 
died  in  Middletown ; Albert  G.,  who  married 
Mrs.  Jennie  (Griswold)  Snyder,  went  to  Cal- 
ifornia in  1S49,  anfl  there  died;  Augustus,  who 
first  married  Elizabeth  Tryon,  his  niece,  and 
later  was  united  to  another  lady,  and  is  now 
living  in  Genesee  county,  N.  Y. ;,  and  Lu- 
cretia  Almira,  the  youngest,  who  died  January 
30,  1823,  in  infancy.  The  father  of  this  fam- 
ily died  July  30,  1845,  a devout  member  of 
the  old  Presbyterian  Church  at  Middletown, 
and  his  widow  followed  him  to  the  grave  April 
18,  1867. 

Enoch  Tryon  remained  on  the  home  farm 
on  Tryon  street  until  twenty-one  years  old, 
and  then  passed  over  a year  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  Nelson  Thayer,  in  Genesee  county,  N. 
Y.,  working  as  a farm  hand.  For  a year,  or 
perhaps  longer,  he  took  part  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  farm  at  Tryon  street,  and  then  went 
to  Lancaster,  S.  C.,  and  later  to  Camden,  same 
State,  buying  cotton  in  both  places  and  ship- 
ping it  to  New  York;  in  this  traffic  his  broth- 
ers, Albert  and  Augustus,  were  also  engaged. 

In  1848  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California 
created  great  excitement  in  the  States  among 
those  eager  to  suddenly  acquire  riches,  and  in 
1849  thousands  of  prosperous  business  men 
and  mechanics  in  good  circumstances,  as  well 
as  all  others  who  could  possibly  raise  the 
means  to  pay  the  passage  “around  the  horn,” 
started  for  the  new  gold  fields,  and  they  are 
still  known  as  “Forty-niners.”  With  this 
multitude  went  Albert  and  Augustus  Tryon, 
Enoch  remaining  in  Camden  to  settle  the  bus- 
iness affairs,  of  the  late  firm,  and  in  1852 
going  himself  to  the  Pacific  coast,  via  New 
York  and  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  At  Sac- 
ramento, in  company  with  his  brothers,  he 
traded  with  the  miners  and  prospectors,  sell- 
ing them  sugar,  coffee,  tea  and  other  luxuries 
and  necessities.  While  a resident  of  Sacra- 
mento, Mr.  Trvon  made  a pleasure  trip  to  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  and  also  visited  the  Fraser 
river  country  on  a gold  hunting  expedition. 
He  afterward  returned  to  South  Carolina,  and 
while  in  that  State,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Re- 
bellion, was  tendered  officer’s  rank  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  which  he  refused ; for  this  con- 
tumacy he  was  fined  $30.  This  fine,  however, 
was  remitted  through  the  influence  of  his 
personal  friend,  Brig.-Gen.  Joseph  Kershaw. 


Mr.  Tryon,  tiring  of  the  condition  of  af- 
fairs in  the  South,  returned  to  his  native  Con- 
necticut, and  there  passed  a year  or  two,  after 
which  he  made  another  trip  to  California,  but 
shortly  afterward  came  again  to  his  birth- 
place, where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
Here,  beside  his  farming  property,  he  owns 
the  White  Mountain,  in  the  Bow  Lane  District, 
also  a feldspar  mine,  from  which  large  quanti- 
ties of  the  mineral  have  been  shipped  to  Tren- 
ton, N.  J.,  and  other  manufacturing  points. 

Enoch  Tryon  was  joined  in  wedlock  to 
Lucy  A.  Bidwell,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Thankful  (Hubbard)  Bidwell,  who  was  born 
in  June,  1822,  and  died  March  8,  1896,  the 
mother  of  the  following  family : Myra  Lucy, 

born  July  25,  1849,  in  Camden,  S.  C.,  died 
September  1,  1870.  Sarah  T.  married  a Mr. 
Myers  and  has  one  child,  Lucy  T. ; she  lives  on 
the  home  farm  with  her  father.  Thankful  B. 
is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Cooley,  a prominent 
farmer  in  Marlborough,  Conn.,  and  has  a fam- 
ily of  six  children,  Myra  L.  (Mrs.  Eugene 
Lord),  Frederick,  Eearl,  Enoch,  Lucy  B.  B., 
and  Benjamin. 

In  politics  Mr.  Tryon  is  a Democrat;  he 

has  invariably  declined  to  accept  public  office.  , 

He  owns  an  excellent  homestead,  is  one  of  the 

oldest  and  most  experienced  farmers  in  his 

section  of  the  State,  and,  as  a worthy  represen- 

tative  of  one  of  Connecticut's  oldest  families,  l 

| 

is  most  highly  respected. 

JOHN  D.  INGRAHAM,  deceased.  For 
several  generations  the  various  members  of  | 
the  Ingraham  family  have  been  identified  with  j 
the  social  and  business  life  of  the  town  of  Old  I 
Saybrook,  Middlesex  county,  particularly  with  ; 
the  marine  life  of  the  community.  Though 
many  of  the  family  at  one  time  resided  in  the  \ 
town  none  of  the  male  descendants  are  left. 

John  Ingraham,  the  grandfather  of  John  i 
D.,  was  born  in  1752,  and  died  in  1819.  He  ; 
married  Elizabeth  Tulley,  who  was  born  in 
1 753,  and  was  twenty  years  old  at  the  time  of 
their  marriage,  to  which  came  the  following 
children:  John,  Jr.  (the  father  of  John  D.), 
Betsy,  James,  Betsy  (2),  Lucy,  Joseph,  Pol- 
ly, Harriet  and  George. 

John  Ingraham,  Jr.,  was  born  in  1776)  and 
diecl  July  28,  1852.  He  married  Ann  Dickin- 
son, who  was  born  October  5,  I779>  and  died  ! 
January  6,  1837.  Their  children  were:  (1) 
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Emetine  Eliza,  born  in  1802,  died  January  18, 

1864.  (2)  John  Dickinson  is  mentioned  be- 

low. (3)  Ann  Maria,  born  June  30,  1806, 
died  May  5,  1859.  (4)  Mariette  Augusta, 

born  March  23,  1808,  died  January  2,  i860; 
she  married  John  L.  Whittlesey.  (5)  Louisa, 
born  September  4,  1811,  died  January  28, 

1865.  She  married  John  E.  Whittlesey.  (6) 

Harriet,  twin  of  Louisa,  died  May  30,  1858. 
She  married  John  C.  Whittlesey.  (7)  Morti- 
mer was  born  in  1813.  (8)  Edward,  born 

October  5,  1815,  married  Miss  Pease,  who 
now  resides  at  Saybrook  Point.  (9)  Amelia 
Hotchkiss  was  born  January  20,  1818. 

The  Ingraham  homestead  was  located  on 
the  north  side  of  Saybrook  Point,  on  the  shore 
of  North  Cove.  Grandfather  John  Ingraham 
was  a lifetime  resident  of  the  town.  He  mar- 
ried and  reared  a numerous  family.  John  In- 
graham, Jr.,  also  passed  all  his  life  in  the  town. 
For  years  he  followed  a seafaring  life,  and 
then  became  a pilot  to  guide  incoming  vessels 
over  the  dangerous  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Connecticut  river. 

John  Dickinson  Ingraham  was  born  Jan- 
uary 17,  1804,  in  the  town  of  Saybrook,  where 
he  was  reared,  and  died  October  17,  1875. 
He  learned  in  a most  practical  way  the  science 
of  navigation.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out 
he  entered  the  United  States  navy  as  acting 
master  of  the  “Narragansett,”  serving  in  this 
capacity  about  a year  and  a half.  Prior  to 
this  he  had  sailed  as  master  on  various  ves- 
sels. After  his  service  in  the  navy  he  re- 
mained at  his  home  in  Saybrook,  devoting  his 
time  to  the  care  of  his  property.  In  business 
he  was  quite  successful.  Politically  he  was  a 
Republican,  and  in  religious  connections  be- 
longed to  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  mar- 
ried May  13,  1833,  to  Almira  Mather,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Rogers  Selden  Mather  and  Al- 
mira Whittlesey,  daughter  of  Azariah  Whit- 
tlesey. 
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Mrs.  Almira  M.  Ingraham  was  born  at 
Saybrook  Ferry,  Conn.,  June  27,  1813,  and 
though  she  is  now  greatly  advanced  in  years, 
is  possessed  of  rare  intellectual  powers,  and 
has  taken  a great  interest  in  the  family  his- 
tory in  the  town.  Her  parents  had  two  chil- 
dren, of  whom  she  is  the  eldest.  I lor  brother, 
Roger  Mather,  was  born  March  15,  1815. 
graduated  from  Hobart  College,  and  took  up 
the  study  of  law,  in  which  his  prospects  were 


brilliant.  He  lived  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years,  leaving 
two  daughters,  both  of  whom  are  now  de- 
ceased : Almira,  who  married  Harvey  Brooks, 
left  a son,  Charles  Mather,  now  a resident  of 
Bridgeport,  Conn.;  Emily  married  Frederick 
G.  Bell,  of  Norfolk,  Conn.  Mrs.  Ingraham's 
father  was  a sea  captain,  and  was  lost  at  sea, 
with  all  on  board  his  vessel,  the  “Peace  and 
Plenty,”  during  the  memorable  gale  of  Sep- 
tember, 1815.  He  sailed  in  the  China  trade. 
He  had  prepared  for  the  medical  profession, 
but  had  to  give  it  up  on  account  of  ill  health. 
Politically  the  Mathers  were  Democrats,  and, 
in  religion.  Episcopalians. 

To  John  D.  Ingraham  and  his  wife  came 
children  as  follows:  (1)  John  Mather,  born 

October  22,  1835,  died  February  19,  1836. 
(2)  John  Rogers,  born  March  11,  1837,  died 
May  5,  1838.  (3)  John  Dickinson,  Jr.,  born 

May  6,  1839,  died  April  28,  1875.  (4)  Her- 

bert, born  October  25,  1841,  died  September 
30,  1842.  (5)  Mary  Jane,  born  October  2, 

j 1843,  was  married  November  3,  1877,  to  Sen- 
ator Lyman  Trumbull,  of  Illinois,  who  is  now 
dead.  They  had  two  children — Ellen  May,  who 
died  when  six  years  old ; and  Almira  Ingra- 
ham, who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years.  Mrs. 
Trumbull  is  living  at  Saybrook  Point.  (6) 
Annie  Elizabeth,  born  July  5,  1847,  died  in 
1 865  ; (7)  Julia  Trumbull,  born  January  6, 
1853,  was  married  September  3,  1879,  to 
George  Scott  Rankin,  and  resides  at  Saybrook 
Point,  with  her  two  sons — George  Douglas, 
born  September  23,  1880,  and  Matber  Ingra- 
ham, born  January  23,  1882,  both  attending 
Trinity  College,  at  Hartford;  her  daughter, 
Annie  Christina,  born  March  3,  1885,  died 
May  3,  1889. 

DANIEL  A.  LO'WN.  Born  in  Esper- 
ance,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  October  4.  1838, 
Mr.  Lown  is  one  of  the  successful  and  highly 
esteemed  farmers  of  Middlesex  county. 

Peter  P.  Lown,  his  grandfather,  a black- 
smith by  trade,  conducted  a shop  in  Albany 
county,  N.  'S'.,  near  the  Schoharie  county  line. 
He  was  a man  of  stalwart  frame  and  immense 
strength.  He  became  the  father  of  fourteen 
1 children,  of  whom  all  but  one  survived  at  the 
writing  ol  this  sketch  ( 1900).  Ibis  solitary 
exception  was  Peter  1\.  |r.,  the  father  of 
Daniel  A.  Lown.  His  life  was  uneventful, 
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and  full  of  toil.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a 
smith  in  the  shop  of  his  father,  married  twice, 
and  had  a family  of  four  children  by  his  first 
wife,  and  six  by  his  second.  This  short  state- 
ment presents  an  epitome  of  his  entire  career. 
His  first  wife  was  Katherine  Van  Amee,  and 
Daniel  A.  Down  was  the  eldest  of  her  four 
sons.  The  second,  William  H.,  a mechanic, 
died  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  passed 
the  greater  part  of  his  adult  life.  Timothy, 
the  third  son,  was  a painter  in  Middlefield, 
where  he  died.  Abner,  the  youngest  child  of 
the  first  marriage  of  his  father,  is  a mechanic, 
and  has  his  home  in  Albany,  N.  Y.  Peter  P. 
Lown’s  second  marriage  was  to  Rebecca  Os- 
krant,  by  whom  he  had  four  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

Daniel  A.  Lown  attended  the  district 
schools  of  the  town  of  his  birth  until  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  shortly  after  the 
death  of  his  mother  he  began  life’s  battle  for 
himself.  His  first  employer  was  Andrew  Hal- 
stead, now  a successful  lumber  dealer  of  New 
Haven,  then  the  proprietor  of  a bus  line  in 
Schoharie  county.  His  duties  while  in  the1  ser- 
vice of  Mr.  Halstead  were  various,  among 
them  being  the  care  of  horses,  driving  an  om- 
nibus, and  working  about  the  house.  He  was 
paid  twenty-five  dollars  a month,  a sum  which 
in  those  days  was  considered  excellent  wages. 
But  the  work  was  exceedingly  hard,  and  not 
infrequently  days  would  pass  without  his  be- 
ing able  to  undress  for  a night's  rest.  He  was 
young,  strong  and  industrious,  however,  and 
he  worked  faithfully  and  without  complaint. 
On  leaving  Mr.  Halstead  he  went  to  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  where  during  one  winter  he 
worked  in  the  spectacle  factory  of  John  Burt. 
The  factory  stood  near  the  old  ‘‘Charter  Oak,” 
and  Mr.  Lown  had  the  opportunity  of  witness- 
ing the  catastrophe  of  the  fall  of  that  historic 
tree,  in  1856.  The  following  spring  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  New  York,  New  Ha- 
ven and  Hartford  Railway  Company,  as 
brakeman,  and  continued  in  that  company’s 
service  for  seventeen  years,  rising  in  time  to 
the  position  of  fireman,  and  later  to  that  of  en- 
gineer. He  rvas  subsequently  an  engineer  on 
the  Philadelphia  and  Erie,  and  afterward,  for 
five  years,  on  the  Wabash  road.  Owing  to  a 
strike  on  the  Wabash  lines  he  left  that  com- 
pany to  take  a similar  position  with  the  New 
York  Central  & Hudson  River  Company. 


There,  too,  he  remained  five  years,  and  for 
seven  years  thereafter  was  on  the  Boston  & 
Fitchburg  Railroad.  As  an  engineer  he  was  I 
regarded  as  an  expert,  and  he  spent  more  than 
a year  in  the  Grant  Locomotive  Works,  at 
Paterson,  N.  J.,  taking  out  and  testing  new  ■ 
engines,  delivering  them  at  their  destination, 
and  testing  them  there. 

Growing  weary  at  last  of  the  life  of  an  en-  | 
gineer  Mr.  Lown,  in  1888,  came  to  Middle-  I 

field,  Conn.,  there  purchasing  the  property  com-  , 

monly  known  as  the  “Almon  Miller  Farm,” 
from  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Hannah  (Van  Amee)  !• 
Groot.  There  he  has  since  resided,  engaged  j 
in  general  farming,  to  which,  in  1898,  he  add-  j 
ed  the  making  of  cider.  His  long  life  has 
been  a useful  one,  and  full  of  activity.  Grave  ’ 
trusts,  involving  both  the  care  of  valuable 
property  and  the  safety  of  human  life,  rested  \ 
upon  his  shoulders  for  three  decades,  but  in  j 
no  relation  of  life,  in  which  he  has  been  tried, 
has  he  been  found  wanting.  He  has  worked  1 
out  his  own  success,  without  aid  from  others,  , 
and  the  approval  of  his  own  conscience  is  his  ; 
highest  reward. 

In  1859  Mr.  Lown  was  married,  at  Al-  j 
bany,  N.  Y.,  to  Julia  Humeston  MacGenness,  > 
daughter  of  James  MacGenness,  and  they  have 
had  three  children,  two  daughters  and  one 
son,  of  whom  Anna  is  the  only  survivor. 

Mr.  Lown  is  a member  of  the  Middlefield  • 
Grange,  as  well  as  of  Capitol  City  Lodge,  No.  : 
440,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Albany,  and  Mechanics-  j 
ville  (Vt.)  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W. 

; 

LeROY  ARTEMAS  SMITH,  M.  D.  The  j 
first  American  ancestor  of  Dr.  Smith  of  whom  j 
we  have  record  was  Stephen  Smith,  who  had 
brothers,  and  whose  name  is  found  in  the  early  ' 
annals  of  the  Newr  Haven  Colony.  He  was  lo-  i 
cated  at  West  Haven,  and  moved  thence  to  j 
the  town  of  Haddam,  settling  in  that  part 
now  called  the  Haddam  Quarter,  in  the  town 
of  Durham,  in  the  year  1723.  He  was  born 
in  1685,  but  whether  in  this  country  or  abroad 
is  not  known,  and  died  February  18,  1768,  in 
the  eighty-third  year  of  his  age.  The  name 
of  his  wife  and  date  of  their  marriage  are  not 
known,  but  they  had  children  as  follows:  (1) 
Stephen,  Jr.,  married  Deborah  Spencer,  Feb- 
ruary 24,  1737.  and  had  children — Aaron,  born 
April  16,  1738:  Anna,  December  20,  1739; 

Jonathan,  December  12,  1741;  Abigail,  De- 
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cember  7,  1743.  (2)  Samuel,  born  in  1726, 

was  married  in  1749,  and  lived  at  Candlewood 
Hill.  He  and  his  wife  Anna  had  children — 
Samuel,  Jr.,  born  March  12,  1750  (died  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1754)  : Joshua,  April  12,  1752;  Sar- 
ah, July  23,  1754  (died  December  3,  1755); 
Henry,  October  13,  1758;  Robert,  June  13, 
1761  (was  married  in  January,  1788,  to  Sus- 
annah Killey,  and  for  his  second  wife  married 
in  November,  1797,  Sarah  Kelley)  ; Phineas 
February  24,  1763;  Sarah,  February  24,  1765. 

(3)  John,  the  great-grandfather  of  Dr.  Smith 
is  mentioned  below.  (4)  Nathan,  born  June 
18,  1730,  married  Mary  Thomas  March  16, 

1758.  He  lived  and  died  at  Candlewood  Hill. 
Their  children  were:  Mary,  born  January  23, 

1759,  died  October  8,  1840  (she  was  three 

times  married,  in  July,  1783,  to  John  Bailey, 
about  1816  to  Ambrose  Arnold,  and  lastly  to 
Charles  Brainard)  ; Sarah,  born  December  26, 
1760;  Israel,  born  October  12,  1762 (died  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1834)  ; Jedidah,  born  November  11, 
1765  ; Anna,  born  March  8,  1767;  Nathan,  Jr., 
baptized  in  April,  1770;  Amos,  born  in  August, 
1772;  David,  born  in  July,  1774.  (5)  Sarah 

was  born  June  6,  1732.  (6)  David, . born 

March  2,  1734,  married  Lydia  Coggswell, 
July  1,  1756,  and  they  had  three  children — 
Abigail,  born  April  28,  1757,  who  married  a 
Boardman,  and  died  in  1823;  David,  Jr.,  born 
November  15,  1758,  who  died  November  22, 
1770  (he  lived  at  Candlewood  Hill)  ; and  Con- 
currence, born  January  25,  1761,  who  married 
a~ Bonfoey.  (7)  Lucy,  born  September  23, 

1739,  married  Elijah  Bailey,  who  had  his 
home  near  where  Philo  Spencer  lived  and  died. 

Capt.  John  Smith,  the  Doctor's  great- 
grandfather, was  born  in  1728,  was  married 
September  19,  1751,  and  died  January  30, 
1808.  His  wife,  Katherine,  died  March  12, 
1767.  They  had  the  following  children:  (1) 
Lewis,  born  April  26,  1753,  removed  to  Lewis 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  May  21,  1841. 
He  bad  a large  family,  was  a prominent  man, 
and  a deacon  in  his  church.  (2)  John,  Jr., 
born  July  19,  1755,  was  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject.  (3)  Enos  was  born  January  6,  1759. 

(4)  Benjamin  was  born  February  3,  1761. 

(5)  Curtis  was  .born  February  19,  1763.  (6) 
Thomas,  born  August  17,  1765,  died  Septem- 

| her  27,  1766.  The  father  followed  a seafaring 
life,  and  was  familiarly  spoken  of  as  “Capt.” 

1 John.  Pie  lived  at  Candlewood  Hill. 


John  Smith,  the  Doctor's  grandfather,  was 
born  July  19,  1755,  in  the  town  of  Haddain, 
was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  and  had  a shop  at 
Candlewood  Hill.  During  the  Revolutionary 
war  he  served  in  the  capacity  of  mechanic,  and 
assisted  in  forging  the  links  to  the  chain  that 
was  stretched  across  the  Hudson  river  to  keep 
the  British  ships  back.  One  of  the  traditions 
of  the  family  is  that,  being  a skilled  artificer, 
he  had  the  honor  of  shoeing  Gen.  Washing- 
ton’s horse,  and  was  cautioned  by  the  General 
to  shoe  his  horse  in  the  most  careful  manner. 
He  died  May  8,  1834,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight,  and  his  wife,  Anna,  passed  away  Au- 
gust 11,  1827,  aged  seventy-two  years.  To 
them  were  born : Rhoda  was  married  March 

4,  1803,  to  Daniel  Merwin,  and  had  three  chil- 
dren, Hezekiah,  Benjamin  and  Daniel;  Airs. 
Merwin  died  October  17,  1807.  Fannie,  Mrs. 
Elisha  Stevens,  died  at  Cromwell.  Mary 
((Polly)  married  Jehiel  Hull,  and  died  April 

20,  1876,  at  Sag  Harbor,  L.  I. ; they  had  twelve 
children,  Rhoda,  Albert  Pickett,  Conklin  Je- 
hiel, Mary  A.,  Smith  E.,  Emily  M.,  Anna  C., 
John  Wells,  Melissa  B.,  H.  F.,  Jane  and  Hen- 
ry A.  Anna  married  Roswell  Brainerd.  Hep- 
zibeth  married  Amzi  Lee,  and  died  January 
15,  1864;  they  had  nine  children,  John  Smith, 
Hepzibeth  Ann,  Angcline  Maria,  Mary  Louisa, 
Lydia  Burr,  John  Smith  (2),  Harriet  Ellen, 
Mary  Louisa  (2)  and  Frances  Antoinette. 
Benjamin  died  in  New  York  State  January 

21,  1866;  on  December  17,  1807.  he  married 
Lydia  Burr,  and  they  had  ten  children,  George 
B.,  Roena  P.,  Marinda  A.,  Benjamin  W., 
Linus  B.,  James  D.,  Lucina  J.,  Jonathan  E., 
George  B.  (2)  and  Ellen  H.  John  became  the 
father  of  Dr.  LeRoy  A. 

John  Smith  was  born  November  2.  1797, 
and  died  September  25  1889.  His  brother-in- 
law,  Elisha  Stevens,  lived  in  Bristol,  Conn., 
where  he  was  a blacksmith  and  from  him  John 
learned  his  trade,  remaining  with  him  six 
years.  He  followed  blacksmithing  later  at 
Candlewood  Hill,  and  also  engaged  in  farm- 
ing extensively.  John  Smith  was  married, 
May  17.  1824.  to  Barbara  Johnson,  a native 
of  Little  City,  town  of  Haddam,  daughter  of 
Didymus  and  Ruhamah  Johnson.  By  this  un- 
ion he  had  seven  children  : ( 1 ) Eliza  Ann. 

born  April  18,  1825.  married  Jesse  Smith, 
November  28,  1854,  and  died  August  10, 
1857.  (2)  Henry  Dimock,  bom  June  28, 
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1 8 27,  died  December  8,  1879,  at  Mackford, 
Wis.  (3)  Osborn  John,  born  February  17, 
1830,  died  'November  20 , 1856,  at  Memphis, 
Tenn.  (4)  William  Johnson,  born  June  23, 
1832,  married  June  17,  1858,  Mjiry  E.  Stev- 
ens. He  died  March  17,  1894,  and  she  died 
March  20,  1898.  They  had  three  children — 
Ellen  Eliza,  born  August  4,  1859;  Mary  Ella, 
born  November  12,  1866,  who  married  Rev.  A. 
S.  Kavanagh;  and  Bertha  Louisa,  born  Sep- 
tember 22,  1877.  (5)  Lucius  Erwin,  born 

December  10,  1835,  married  Sarah  S.  Down- 
ey, November  1,  i860.  By  this  union  there 
were  three  children — Minnie,  who  married 
Charles  Dillev ; Ida  B.,  who  married  Henry 
Friday;  and  Dayton.  Lucis  Erwin  married 
the  second  time  and  had  two  children,  Roy  and 
Grace  Pearl.  He  and  his  wife  lived  and  died 
in  Wisconsin.  (6)  Wilbur  Fisk,  born  Au- 
gust 26,  1840,  is  mentioned  elsewhere.  (7) 
LeRoy  Artemas  is  our  subject. 

John  Smith  was  married  March  5,  1851, 
for  his  second  wife  to  Hannah  (McNary) 
Pbwers,  by  whom  he  had  no  children.  For 
many  years  Mr.  Smith  drew  a pension  from 
the  government  in  acknowledgment  of  his 
father's  gallant  services.  In  politics  he  was 
a Democrat,  although  never  aspiring  to-  public 
office,  and  he  was  a highly  esteemed  citizen. 

LeRoy  A.  Smith  was  born  at  Candlewood 
Hill,  in  a house  located  a short  distance  east 
O'f  the  Candlewood  Hill  school,  on  Septem- 
ber 12,  1843.  In  his  childhood  he  attended 
this  nearby  school,  working  in  summer  upon 
the  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  was  him- 
self teacher  of  the  school  where  he  in  part  re- 
ceived his  own  learning.  So1  successful  was  he 
that  the  school  visitor  pronounced  it  the  best 
school  in  town  that  year.  Later  he  went  to 
Middletown,  and  for  a short  time  engaged  in 
clerking,  and  then,  having  always  been  in- 
clined toward  the  medical  profession,  he  be- 
gan his  studies  in  that  line  with  Dr.  John  W. 
Johnson,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  a well  known 
practitioner  of  that  city,  remaining  with  him 
four  years,  during  which  period  he  also  at- 
tended the  Eclectic  Medical  College,  of  New 
York  City.  He  was  graduated  February  18, 
1870,  after  which  he  returned  to  Hartford,  and 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  with  his 
preceptor,  Dr.  Johnson.  This  association  con- 
tinued until  the  death  of  the  latter,  in  1873, 
after  which  Dr.  Smith  attended  to  the  practice 


alone  until  1880,  when,  by  reason  of  greatly 
impaired  health,  he  decided  to  retire  from  ac-  ' 
tive  practice,  and  remove  to  Higganum,  Conn., 
building  the  place  where  he  now  resides.  Af- 
ter the  death  of  Dr.  Johnson,  Dr.  Smith  be- 
came interested,  with  his  brother,  William  J., 
in  the  drug  business,  in  Hartford,  the  firm  be- 
ing known  as  W.  J.  & L.  A.  Smith.  'When 
Dr.  Smith  ceased  his  practice  in  Hartford  he 
also  disposed  of  his  drug  business.  After  re- 
moving to  Higganum  for  a time,  his  health  . 
greatly  improving,  he  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  again,  and  has  continued  there- 
in up  to  the  present  day. 

Busy  as  he  is  with  his  professoinal  duties, 

Dr.  Smith  is  deeply  interested  in  the  advance- 
ment of  the  community,  and  contributes  both 
time  and  money  to  all  worthy  enterprises.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  represented  the  I 
town  in  the  Legislature  in  1872  and  1879' 
during  his  first  term  he  was  on  the  committee 
on  Agriculture,  and  during  his  second  on  the  ’ 
committee  on  the  Sale  of  Land.  In  local  af-  * 
fairs  he  has  been  equally  earnest,  giving  his 
services  as  chairman  of  the  'board  of  educa-  ' 

tion  for  several  terms,  and  he  still  holds  the  f 

office.  He  was  chairman  of  the  building  com- 
mittee of  the  public  school.  i 

Dr.  Smith  was  married  November  19,  » 

1867,  to'  Alice  M.  Hubbard,  who  was  born  An-  ; 

gust  10,  1845,  daughter  of  Hiram  S.  and  Es-  j 

ther  (Burr)  Hubbard,  the  former  of  whom  I 
died  in  March,  1900,  aged  ninety  years.  Both  , 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church  at  Higganum,  in 
which  he  has  been  Sunday-school  superinten- 
dent for  the  past  ten  years.  He  was  chair-  I 
nian  of  the  committee  on  repairing  the  church  j 
and  building  the  parsonage.  Dr.  Smith  was  ' 
elected  one  of  the  two  alternates  to  the  Gen-  ; 
eral  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  } 
Church  held  at  Chicago  in  1900,  being  a rep-  f 
resentative  from  New  York  East  Conference. 
Social  by  nature  and  believing  heartily  in  the 
various  fraternal  organizations,  Dr.  Smith  is  a 
Mason,  being  a charter  member  of  Granite 
Lodge,  No.  1 19,  of  Haddam;  at  one  time  he 
w)as  a member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  in  which  he 
took  all  the  degrees  and  united  with  the  O.  U. 

A.  M.,  at  Higganum,  Lodge  No.  43.  He  is 
a member  of  the  State  Eclectic  Medical  So- 
ciety, of  which  he  has  been  president,  and  is  ) 
now  treasurer,  having  served  in  that  capacity 
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for  the  past  twenty  or  twenty-five  years.  He 
is  a member  of  the  National,  State  and  Sub- 
ordinate (No.  124,  Higganum)  Grange;  has 
been  the  master,  and  is  the  present  lecturer, 
of  the  local  grange,  and  has  been  master  and 
lecturer  of  Sea  View  Pomona  Grange.  Of 
pleasing  personality  and  genial  manner,  Dr. 
Smith  makes  many  friends,  and  he  is  as  popu- 
lar in  his  practice  as  he  is  among  his  fellow 
citizens  personally. 

Mrs.  Smith  is  descended  on  the  paternal 
and  maternal  sides  from  two  of  the  oldest  fam- 
ilies of  New  England,  on  the  maternal  side 
from  “Mayflower”  stock.  Her  father,  Hi- 
ram S.  Hubbard,  was  a farmer  in  Haddam. 
He  was  a man  of  a retiring  disposition,  and 
held  no  town  offices,  but  was  much  interested 
in  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  the  town  and 
people.  He  was  highly  respected  far  his  sterl- 
ing worth  and  Christian  manhood.  Mr.  Hub- 
bard died  in  his  ninety-first  year.  His  wife 
passed  away  September  8,  1888,  and  Mr.  Hub- 
bard spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  with  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Smith.  Harriet,  the  elder 
daughter  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  was  born  Septem- 
ber 25,  1836,  and  died  September  16,  1890. 

WILBUR  FISK  SMITH,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  representatives  of  the  agricul- 
tural class  in  the  town  of  Haddam,  Middlesex 
county,  located  in  the  Candlewood  Hill  dis- 
trict, was  born  August  26,  1840,  in  the  town 
of  Haddam,  in  the  house  now  owned  and  oc- 
cupied by  James  H.  Spaulding.  For  ancestral 
history  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch  of 
Dr.  LeRoy  A.  Smith. 

Mr.  Smith’s  early  education  was  received 
in  the  school  of  his  district,  and  he  early 
learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  with  his  father, 
also  working  on  the  farm.  After  he  attained 
maturity,  he  and  his  brother  William  pur- 
chased a farm  near  the  old  homestead,  on 
which,  in  1861,  Wilbur  F.  built  a substantial 
home.  He  is  one  of  the  most  extensive,  if  not 
the  most  extensive,  farmers  in  the  district, 
and  in  connection  with  his  farm  owns  and 
operates  a finely  equipped  dairy;  for  the  past 
ten  years  he  has  also'  been  extensively  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business. 

On  February  20,  1862,  Mr.  Smith  mar- 
ried Cynthia  L.  Stevens,  who  died  December 
8,  1892,  aged  forty-nine,  the  mother  of  three 
children:  Annie  F.,  born  April  26,  1863,  mar- 


ried Albertie  Neff,  of  Haddam,  and  has  two 
children,  Gaston  L.  and  Barbara  L. ; Jennie 
M.,  born  October  15,  1867,  was  married  April 
21,  1897,  toi  August  B.  Carlson,  and  had  one 
daughter,  Mabel  Josephine,  now  deceased; 
Grade  Edna,  born  July  27,  1873,  died  the 
following  year.  On  November  16,  1898,  Mr. 
Smith  married  his  present  charming  and  ac- 
complished wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  E.  Dolph.  Mrs.  Smith  comes  of  Revo- 
lutionary stock,  and  -the  Dolph  family  is  of 
English  descent.  Her  great-grandfather, 
Charles  Dolph,  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  was  shot  in  battle;  the  bullet  that 
killed  him  is  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Smith’s 
mother,  who  lives,  in  Branford.  Charles  Dolph, 
son  of  Charles,  came  from  Saybrook  to  Guil- 
ford, and  lived  and  died  there.  He  was  a hat- 
ter by  trade.  He  married  Harmony  Chitten- 
den, who-  was  born  in  Guilford,  and  their 
children  were:  James  (father  of  Mrs.  Smith), 
John,  Charles,  Susan,  Eliza,  Eunice  and  Ro- 
sanna. James  Dolph  was  born  December  29, 
1820',  in  Guilford,  and  died  January  16,  1892, 
in  Branford.  He  was  a farmer  all  his  life. 
He  married  Juliette  Stevens. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Smith  is  a very 
stanch  Democrat,  and  has  most  acceptably 
served  as  collector  five  years ; selectman  four 
years;  represented  the  town  in  1899-1900,  serv- 
ing on  the  Finance  committee  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  is  at  present  assessor.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  are  active  members  of  the  Higganum 
M.  E.  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Smith  is  steward 
and  trustee.  Socially  he  is  a Mason,  being' 
connected  with  Granite  Lodge,  No.  119,  and 
the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star ; is  a member  of 
Lodge  No.  43,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  Higganum,  and 
of  the  Grange,  and  has  held  office  in  all  these 
organizations.  Upright  in  all  his  dealings, 
kind-hearted  toward  all,  Mr.  Smith  shows  forth 
in  his  life  the  teachings  of  the  Master  he  so 
devoutly  follows.  In  his  present  home,  sur- 
rounded by  bis  interesting  family,  he  is  enjoy- 
ing the  fruits  of  a well-earned  harvest. 

CAPT.  HORACE  LEONARD,  of  Mid- 
dletown, Middlesex  county,  had  conferred 
upon  him  in  February,  1895.  die  r:n'°  honor 
of  the  bestowal  of  the  honorable  veteran’s 
jewel,  a distinction  given  onlv  to  those  who 
have  been  members  of  the  same  Odd  Fellows 
lodge  for  fifty  consecutive  years.  He  was  the 
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first  one  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  to  become 
entitled  to  the  distinction. 

Capt.  Leonard  was  born  September  23, 
1819,  at  Middletown,  son  of  Spicer  and  Lu- 
cena  (Hotchkiss)  Leonard.  His  mother  died 
when  lie  was  a child,  and  he  was  taken  to  Mer- 
iden, living  in  the  home  of  his  aunt  until  he 
grew  to  manhood.  In  1851  the  schooner  “S. 
S.  Buckingham”  was  built  for  him,  and  he  re- 
mained in  command  of  her  for  five  years ; she 
was  in  the  Middlesex  quarries  trade.  In  1856 
Henry  G.  Hubbard,  at  that  time  president  of 
the  Middletown  Ferry  Company,  induced  him 
to  take  command  of  the  boat  on  that  route, 
and  he  remained  in  command  of  that  boat  un- 
til 1867,  when  he  built  the  “Nellie,”  continu- 
ing in  command  of  her  until  failing  health 
and  advancing  years  necessitated  his  retire- 
ment from  the  water,  some  twenty  years  ago. 
Capt.  Leonard  was  tax  collector  of  the  city 
from  1877  to  1888,  and  served  in  the  common 
council  for  a number  of  years.  As  a reminder 
of  his  former  activity  it  is  noted  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  stone  in  the  Hartford  depot 
was  brought  on  boat  by  Capt.  Leonard. 

Capt.  Leonard  joined  Central  Lodge,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  January  20,  1845,  an(I  has  retained  his 
membership  continuously  ever  since.  When 
the  lodge  was  organized  he  was  on  the  water, 
otherwise  he  would  have  been  connected  with 
it  from  its  inception.  Three  others  united  with 
the  lodge  the  same  time  as  he  did,  Dr.  William 
B.  Casey,  Capt.  Hilliard  and  George  Francis, 
all  of  whom  have  been  dead  these  many  years. 
Captain  Leonard  was  a regular  and  enthusi- 
astic attendant  of  all  lodge  meetings,  and  was 
a hearty  worker  for  the  good  of  the  order. 
He  was  elected  warden  of  the  lodge  term  after 
term,  and  has  passed  through  all  the  chairs. 

Capt.  Leonard  and  his  wife  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  May  4,  1894.  Her  name 
was  Lucy  A.  Harding,  and  she  was  born  No- 
vember 11,  1823,  at  Middletown.  Their  union 
was  blessed  with  the  following  children, : Hor- 

ace died  in  infancy.  Edward  C.  lives  at  Mid- 
dletown, and  is  assistant  agent  for  the  H.  & 
N.  Y.  Transportation  Company.  Nellie  H. 
married  Eldridge  S.  Ferree,  and  died  in  April, 
1S98,  in  Middletown,  leaving  a family.  Mary 
V.  is  the  wife  of  Fred  E.  Gibbons,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Hor- 
ace S.,  of  Saybrook,  Conn.,  is  a conductor  on 


the  Valley  Division  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  & Hartford  railway. 

Capt.  Horace  Leonard  died  June  4,  1898, 
and  is  buried  in  Indian  Hill  cemetery.  He  was 
a stanch  Republican  politically,  and  in  religion 
was  a pillar  of  the  Universalist  Church,  of 
which  he  was  a trustee  and  a strong  and  faith- 
ful worker  for  many  years.  The  Captain  had 
a wide  circle  of  acquaintances,  and  was  uni- 
versally respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He 
reared  a fine  family,  and  left  a good  estate. 
His  widow  passed  away  December  16,  1901. 

THE  HUBBARD  FAMILY  of  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  are  descendants  of  George  Hub- 
bard, who  was  born  in  1601  in  the  eastern  or 
southeastern  part  of  the  island  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, where  large  numbers  of  persons  bearing 
the  family  name  were  located.  The  name  in 
America  first  appeared  in  Hartford  in  1639  in 
a list  of  settlers  who  came  overland  from  the 
vicinity  of  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1635  and  1636, 
and  located  the  towns  of  Windsor,  Hartford 
and  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  also  Springfield, 
Mass.  Conspicuous  among  these  settlers  was 
George  Hubbard,  who  resided  in  Hartford  un- 
til 1650  or  1651,  when,  having  disposed  of  his 
property,  he  removed,  in  company  with  about 
fifteen  other  families,  to1  the  township  of  Mat- 
tabessett,  as  it  was  called  until  the  middle  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  when  it  became  Mid- 
dletown and  embraced  what  are  now  Middle- 
town,  Portland,  Chatham,  Cromwell  and  MidT 
dlefield. 

George  Hubbard  bore  with  him  from 
Hartford  a commission  from  the  Colonial  gov- 
ernment as  “Indian  agent  and  trader  for  the 
Mattabessett  district.”  It  was  recorded  of 
him  that  he  was  highly  respected  and  of 
marked  integrity  and  fairness,  which  he  must 
have  been  to  be  selected  by  the  colony  as  its 
Indian  trader,  for  promiscuous  trading  was 
forbidden,  and  the  possession  by  the  Indians 
of  firearms  and  fire  water  would  produce  dire- 
ful results;  so  the  trading  was  confined  to  one 
man  of  discretion  and  judgment.  In  1654 
George  Hubbard  was  made  a “freeman”  and 
settled  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street.  He 
owned  large  tracts  of  land  on  both  sides  of  the 
river,  and  was  the  keeper  of  the  first  meeting 
house  in  Middletown.  In  1640  he  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth 
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Watts,  and  this  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  eight  children,  viz. : ( i ) Mary,  born  in 

Hartford  in  January,  1641  or  1642,  was  mar- 
ried in  May,  1659,  to  Thomas  Ranney,  who 
was  horn  in  Scotland  in  1616 ; he  was  a wealthy 
man  and  the  only  one  of  his  family  to  come  to 
America).  His  death  took  place  June  25,  1713, 
and  that  of  Mary,  his  wife,  December  18,  1721. 
(2)  Joseph,  born  December  10,  1643,  in  Hart- 
ford, married  Mary  Porter,  December  29, 
1670,  and  died  in  Middletown  December  26, 
1686.  (3)  Daniel,  born  in  Hartford  Decem- 

ber 7,  1645,  first  married  Mary  Clark  Febru- 
ary 24,  1669-70;  she  died  December  24,  1673, 
and  Daniel  next  married,  October  16,  1675, 
Sarah  Cornwell,  and  died  in  Haddam,  Conn., 
November  9,  1704.  (4)  Samuel,  born  in 

Hartford  in  1648,  died  there  November  4, 
1732;  he  married  Sarah  Kirby,  who  was  born 
in  Hartford  January  16,  1653.  (5)  George, 

born  December  15,  1650,  in  Hartford,  died 
unmarried  in  Middletown  in  1675.  (6) 

Nathaniel,  born  in  Middletown  December  10, 
1652,  was  married  May  29,  1682  to  Mary 
Earle,  who  was  born  in  1663,  and  died 
April  6,  1732,  while  Nathaniel  died  at  his 
residence  at  the  cross-roads,  Long  Hill, 
Middletown,  May  20,  1738.  (7)  Rich- 

ard, born  in  Middletown  in  July,  1655, 
married,  March  31,  1692,  Martha  Cornwell, 
who  was  born  August  30,  1669.  Richard  had 
received  from  his  father  the  house  and  lot  in 
Middletown  in  consideration  of  his  promise  to 
care  for  his  mother  the  remainder  of  her  life. 
His  death  took  place  July  30,  1732.  (8) 

Elizabeth  Hubbard,  the  youngest  of  the  chil- 
dren, was  born  in  Middletown  January  15, 
1659,  and  was  married  to  Thomas  Wetmore 
February  20,  1684;  she  died  December  6, 
1725.  Thomas  Wetmore  was  horn  October 
19,  1652,  and  died  February  1,  1689.  George 
Hubbard,  the  father  of  the  above  family,  lived 
to  he  over  eighty  years  of  age,  and  an  inven- 
tory of  his  property  at  his  death  showed  him 
to  be  worth  £243,  10s.  His  widow  died  in 
1702,  and  their  remains  were  buried  in  River- 
side cemetery,  near  the  old  log  church  in  Mid- 
dletown, and  within  a stone's  throw  of  their 
residence. 

Nathaniel  Hubbard,  the  sixth  child  of 
George  and  Elizabeth  (Watts)  Hubbard,  be- 
came the  father  of  ten  children  by  his  mar- 
riage to  Mary  Earle,  viz. : Mary,  born  March 


9,  1683-84,  married  Thomas  Bevins  April  21, 
1726,  and  died  September  14,  1746;  Abigail, 
born  February  16,  1685,  married  Jonathan 
Burr,  of  Middle  Haddam  parish;  Elizabeth, 
.born  July  17,  1688,  was  married  June  1,  1710, 
to  Thomas  Wright;  Nathaniel,  the  fourth 
child,  will  be  fully  spoken  of  in  the  next  follow- 
ing paragraph  ; John,  born  November  28,  1692, 
married,  August  1,  1722,  Elizabeth  Stowe, 
who  was  born  in  1688  (John  was  a deacon 
in  the  First  Middletown  church  from  May  26, 
1743,  until  his  death,  March  12,  1753)  ; Sarah 
was  born  October  5,  1694;  Ebenezer,  born 
October  2,  1696,  married  Hannah  Wetmore, 
who  died  May  27,  1761,  and  his  own  death  oc- 
curred in  Middlefield  March  30,  1776;  Thank- 
ful was  born  October  6,  1698;  Hannah,  born 
July  4,  1700,  was  married  to  Samuel  Wet- 
more; Esther,  born  July  20,  1702,  was  married 
December  21,  1728,  to  Nathaniel  Bacon,  and 
died  February  4,  1742. 

Nathaniel  Hubbard,  the  fourth  child  of  Na- 
thaniel and  Mary  (Earl)  Hubbard,  was  born 
about  1690,  and  married  April  12,  1715,  Sarah 
Johnson,  who  died  in  1776,  the  mother  of  the 
following  named  children : Sarah,  born  Febru- 
ary 11,  1716,  became  the  second  wife  of  Rich- 
ard Turner;  Nathaniel,  born  January  5,  1718, 
majrried  Lucy  Johnson,  removed  to  Granville, 
Mass.,  and  died  April  18,  1773;  Nehemiah, 
born  July  22,  1721,  married  October  12,  1748, 
Sarah  Sill,  who  was  born  January  2,  1728,  and 
died  August  10,  1814  (he  served  in  the  old 
French  war  for  several  years,  and  died  in  Hol- 
land  Patent,  N.  Y.,  March  11,  1811)  ; Samuel 
born  October  8,  1723,  removed  to  Granville, 
Mass.;  Isaac,  born  April  14,  1726,  died  June 
28,  1730;  Esther,  born  February  14,  1727, 
was  married  to  John  Hall ; David,  born  August 
23,  1730,  “died  at  Claverick,  Columbia  county, 
N.  Y.,  in  the  public  service,”  October  14,  1755  ; 
Mary,  born  April  10,  1733.  married  a Mr. 
Lawson;  and  Noahdiah,  born  March  14,  1735. 
died  May  4,  1816. 

Noahdiah  Hubbard,  the  youngest  of  the 
above  named  family,  married  in  17(14  Phebe 
Fairchild,  widow  of  Samuel  Crowell.  She 
died  January  18,  1795,  the  mother  of  six  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Noahdiah.  born  in  17(15.  married 

Eunice  Ward,  and  removed  to  Champion,  Her- 
kimer county,  N.  Y. ; Samuel,  born  February 
23,  1767;  Joel;  Bella,  who  moved  to  Ohio; 
Stephen  and  Phebe. 
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Samuel  Hubbard,  the  second  of  the  above 
family,  was  an  extensive  farmer  in  West  Long- 
Hill,  Middletown,  and  died  March  19,  1823. 
When  fifty-two  years  old,  with  his  five  sons, 
Mr.  Hubbard  built  the  house  known  as  the 
Hubbard  Homestead,  on  Long  Hill.  This 
grand  old  structure  has  to  be  seen  to  be  ap- 
preciated. The  ponderous  stones  used  in  the 
foundation,  as  well-  as  many  other  features  of 
its  construction,  suggest  the  great  labor  re- 
quired in  those  days  for  its  building.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  Samuel  Hubbard  worked 
beyond  his  strength,  being  a very  active  man, 
and  with  the  life  of  one  of  twenty,  and  that 
this  overwork  hastened  his  death  in  the  prime 
of  life.  Samuel  Hubbard  married  Huldah 
Crowell,  who  died  November  4,  1861,  the 
mother  of  the  following  children  : Adah,  born 

in  1793,  was  married  to  Rev.  Enoch  Greene, 
and  died  in  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  February  3, 
1831;  Phebe,  born  in  1795,  was  married  to 
Ezra  Coe,  and  died  at  South  Farms,  Conn., 
in  1870;  Chauncy;  'Alfred  was  born  July  4, 
1803;  Noahdiah,  born  1810,  died  December 
27,  1825;  and  John  C.,  was  the  youngest. 

Hon.  Alfred  Hubbard,  the  fourth  of  the 
above  family,  was  born  where  his  son,  Frank 
C.,  now  lives,  and  of  whom  a separate  bio- 
graphy appears  elsewhere.  Alfred  Hubbard 
was  educated,  with  his  cousins.,  for  a civil  en- 
gineer at  Champion,  N.  Y.,  where  his  uncle, 
Noahdiah  Hubbard,  resided.  He  started  for 
the  West  to  practice  his  profession,  but  when 
he  had  reached  Ohio,  news  reached  him  of 
the  death  of  an  elder  brother,  whoi  was  in 
charge  of  the  home  farm,  and  he  at  once  re- 
turned to  Connecticut,  and  assumed  charge  of 
the  farm  for  his  widowed  mother,  although 
he  had  received  no  instructions  as  an  agricul- 
turist. 

Ob.  January  i,  1828,  Alfred  Hubbard 
married  Julia  Ann  Paddock,  who  was  born 
on  South  Main  street,  Middletown,  April 
12,  1812,  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Martha 
(Loveland)  Paddock.  Robert  Paddock  was 
the  owner  of  much  of  the  choicest  residence 
property  on  High  street,  Hunting  Hill,  and 
elsewhere  in  Middletown,  and  was  known  as 
“Cash"  Paddock,  as  he  always  had  plenty  of 
cash  at  his  command.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paddock 
lived  to  be  quite  old,  and  for  several  years 
the  former  was  totally  blind.  Their  family 
consisted  of  six  girls,  viz. : Mrs.  Clarissa 


Birdsey ; Martha,  who  died  when  four  years 
old ; Pattie,  who  first  became  Mrs.  Rogers  and 
afterwards  Mr.  Miller;  Lucy,  who  married 
Elihu  Plumb;  Harriet,  wife  of  Elijah  Lucas;, 
and  Julia  Ann,  Mrs.  Alfred  Hubbard.  To 
Alfred  and  Julia  A.  (Paddock)  Hubbard 
were  born  the  following  children:  (1)  Sam- 

uel C.,  who  was  born  May  2,  1829,  married 
Carolina  Hubbard,  a daughter  of  Asa  and 
Sarah  (Try  on)  Hubbard.  He  was  long- 
prominent  in  all  good  work,  and  was  mayor  of 
lYliddletown,  but  is  now  a resident  of  Terra 
Ceia,  Fla.  (2)  Maria  E.,  born  November  17, 
1831,  was  married  May  4,  1852,  to  Gaston  T. 
Hubbard,  and  lives  in  Middletown.  (3) 
Frederick  W.  B.,  born  August  23,  1834,  mar- 
ried Sarah  A.  Hubbard,  daughter  of  Asa  and 
Sarah  (Tryon)  Hubbard,  and  lives  in  Seat- 
tle, Wash.  (4)  Edwin  N.,  is  mentioned  on 
another  page.  (5)  Julia  A.,  born  January  17,. 
1841,  was  married  to  James  C.  Ferree,  and 
died  in  Middletown,  in  1869,  when  about 
twenty-eight  years  old,  leaving  no  children. 
(6)  Harriet  Ellen,  born  February  11,  1844, 
married  Wilbur  F.  Burrows,  and  died  in  Mid- 
dletown in  1885.  (7)  Robert  P.,  born  March 

6,  1847,  has  a full  sketch  on  another  page.  (8) 
Frank  C.,  born  February  25,  1855,  a^so  has 
yi  sketch  elsewhere, 

Hon.  Alfred  Hubbard  was  one  of  the 
stanchest  of  Democrats,  and  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  of  his  section  of  the  State.  He 
served  in  the  Connecticut  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  1844,  and  again  in  1858,  and  in  the 
Connecticut  Senate  in  1870.  Physically, 
he  was  of  small  stature,  but  rather  broad 
shouldered,  and  with  dark  hair  and  eyes.  He 
was  fond  of"  company  and  equally  fond  of  read- 
ing. After  taking  charge  of  the  home  farm 
he  continued  to1  manage  it  until  he  died,. 
March  26,  1890,  in  the  faith  of  the  Method- 
ist Church.  His  wife  ha,d  passed  away  Oc- 
tober 9,  1888,  and  the  remains  of  both  lie  in- 
terred in  Pine  Grove  cemetery. 

THOMAS  DE  MARS,  for  a number  of 
years  a highly  respected  resident  of  New  field, 
town  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  was 
a son  of  Joseph  De  Mars,  who:  was  'born  in 
France,  and  coming  to*  America,  settled  in  St. 
John,  Newfoundland,  where  he  followed 
farming,  and  where  he  died  and  was  buried.. 
Cholera.  morbus  was  epidemic  in  the  neighbor- 
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hood,  and  many  families  were  stricken  with  it, 
and  he  was  helping  to  care  for  them  when  he, 
too,  was  taken  down  and  died.  Joseph  De 
Mars  was  married  before  he  left  his  native 
country  to  Latteck  Frisiet,  who  died  in  St. 
John  two  years  before  her  husband.  Their 
children  were:  Joseph,  born  in  France,  who 

came  to  America  with  his  parents;  Alton,  born 
in  St.  John;  Catherine;  Lucy;  Rosalie;  Let- 
teck;  Julia;  Wisetta;  Thomas;  Louie;  Moses; 
Treffoe;  and  a son  that  died  unnamed. 

Thomas  De  Mars  was  born  March  15, 
1817,  in  St.  John,  Newfoundland,  where  he 
resided  until  he  was  thirteen  years  old.  His 
parents  died  when  he  was  quite  young,  and  he 
made  his  home  with  his  uncle.  Lone  Frisiet, 
until  he  was  thirteen.  While  living  with  this 
uncle  he  attended  school,  working  nights  and 
mornings,  and  receiving  two  dollars  a month 
and  board.  Charmed  with  the  stories  of  the 
large  wages  earned  in  the  United  States,  told 
to  him  at  this  time  by  a visiting  cousin,  he  left 
St.  John  amid  the  tears  of  his  uncle  and  aunt, 
both- of  whom  were  deeply  attached  to  him, 
and  made  his  way  to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  with 
money  given  him  by  his  uncle.  When  he 
reached  that  city  he  had  a shilling  in  his 
poGkets,  and  no  language  on  his  tongue  but 
the  French.  The  first  night  he  spent  in  a livery 
barn.  The  following  day  he  looked  for  work, 
but  as  he  could  not  speak  English  he  sought 
in  vain  for  three  days.  At  the  end  of  the  third 
day,  faint  and  famishing,  he  met  a French- 
man, who  took  him  to  his  place  of  employ- 
ment, gave  him  food  and  secured  him  work 
in  a stone  quarry,  as  a. driver,  paying  him  $14  a 
month.  The  work  was  hard,  and  his  hands 
bled  with  rough  usage,  the  sight  of  which 
moved  his  employer  to  give  him  a pair  of 
gloves.  The  hours  were  long,  and  many  a day 
Mr.  De  Mars  turned  out  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning  to  feed  his  horses,  and  never  finished 
his  day  until  eight  or  nine  o’clock  in  the  even- 
ing. After  four  months  Mr.  De  Mars  secured 
a position  on  a canal  boat  running  from  New 
York  to  Albany,  his  wages  being  $18  a month. 
He  finished  the  season  thus,  and  during  the 
following  winter  boarded  in  town,  where  he 
became  acquainted  with  a sea  captain  who 
taught  him  some  English,  and  secured  for  him 
a position  on  the  docks  of  a steamship  com- 
pany, where  he  did  a man’s  work  for  a man’s 
pay.  He  was  given  a position  on  a steamboat 


running  from  Troy  to  New  York,  and  while 
on  one  of  these  trips  had  a memorable  experi- 
ence with  a bully  employed  on  the  same  boat, 
and  paid  off  at  the  same  time  with  him.  This 
fellow  was  very  overbearing  and  abusive,  and 
one  day  while  in  mid-stream  he  began  taunting 
and  abusing  Mr.  De  Mars,  who  could  not  en- 
dure it  any  longer,  and  though  much  inferior 
in  size  and  apparent  -strength,  rushed  at  his 
tormentor,  and  knocked  him  into  the  river. 
When  rescued  he  was  brought  on  deck,  and  as 
soon  as  the  captain  could  learn  the  particu- 
lars he  was  promptly  discharged.  Mr.  De 
Mars  finished  the  season  on  the  boat,  and  the 
following  winter  was  engaged  as  its  watch- 
man at  Albany.  The  next  season  he  was  fire- 
man, and  he  was  watchman  the  second  winter. 
The  third  season  he  began  on  the  boat  as  fire- 
man, at  $20  a month,  but  on  the  advice  of  his 
physician,  he  left  that  employment  and  went 
into  the  country  to  work  for  a farmer  near 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  who  was  also  a carpenter, 
contractor  and  cabinetmaker.  Mr.  De  Mars 
displayed  especial  gifts  for  wood  working,  and 
was  employed  by  this  gentleman  for  three 
years  in  his  cabinet  shop.  At  the  end  of  this 
period  he  was  called  to  Farmington,  Conn., 
by  Major  Edward  Cole,  to  work  on  his  farm 
at  $18  a month.  He  was  set  to  work  with  a 
gang  of  scythe  mowers  in  a field  of  hay,  and, 
as  he  led  them  all,  they  sent  for  a crack  mower 
to  come  and  “do  him  up.”  The  contest  was  a 
funny  one,  though  it  had  its  serious  side  in  the 
prostration  of  our  subject  after  the  defeat  of 
his  boasted  adversary.  Mr.  De  Mars  re- 
mained with  Major  Cole  for  three  years,  and 
Dr.  Carrington,  of  Farmington,  his  next  em- 
ployer, hired  him  as  coachman  and  gardener. 
With  the  Doctor  he  spent  three  years,  and  then 
went  to  Cromwell,  where  he  was  taken  into 
the  employ  of  Deason  Russell  Wilcox,  a large 
land  owner,  and  the  proprietor  of  toll-gates 
between  Middletown  and  Farmington.  lie 
worked  on  the  farm,  and  repaired  roads. 
After  his  marriage  he  took  a farm  on  shares 
with  Elisha  Treat,  in  West  Cromwell,  where 
he  remained  for  five  years.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  bought  seventy-five  acres,  and  culti- 
vated both  places,  in  harvest  time  working  on 
his  rented  farm  by  daylight,  and  on  his  own 
place  by  night.  For  five  years,  after  giving  up 
the  Treat  farm,  he  rented  the  Mather  farm, 
and  on  the  sale  of  that  place  Mr.  De  Mars  sold 
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his  farm  and  re-purchased  in  West  Cromwell, 
where  he  made  his  home  for  several  years. 
After  this  he  was  engaged  by  Dr.  Alsopp  to 
run  his  farm  in  Middletown,  and  for  twenty 
years  he  was  in  that  gentleman’s  employ. 
While  Mr.  DeMars  was  working  for  the  Al- 
sopps  he  was  held  in  the  highest  respect,  and 
the  most  friendly  feelings  were  cherished  by 
the  members  of  that  family  for  him.  He  con- 
tinued to  work  as  a farmer  until  his  death, 
though  engaged  for  himself.  In  1889,  he  pur- 
chased his  late  farm  to>  which  he  added  until 
it  consisted  of  thirty-two  acres.  It  was  owned 
by  Chester  Sage,  who1  built  thereon  one  of  the 
neatest  and  nicest  farm-houses  in  Middletown. 
There  Mr.  DeMars  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing, though  age  prevented  him  from  doing- 
much  work,  and  he  passed  away  November  26, 
1901.  For  his  years  he  had  a remarkably  good 
memory.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics. 

On  February  14,  1842,  Mr.  DeMars  was 
married  to  Lucy  Rockwell,  of  Middletown, 
who  died  April  30,  1886.  They  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  (1)  Mary  died  in  infancy. 

(2)  Theodore  E.,  born  December  5,  1843,  en_ 
listed  in  Company  A,  Sixteenth  Connecticut 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  killed  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Antietam  September  17,  1862;  he  was 
buried  at  West  Cromwell.  (3)  Clara  R.,  born 
November  26,  1844,  married  Samuel  Kirk,  and 
died  in  Hartford,  leaving  two  children,  Lillian 
R.  and  Clara  B.  (4)  Mary  E.,  born  Septem- 
ber 8,  1846,  married  Henry  Bacon,  of  West- 
field.  (5)  Fannie  C.,  born  February  18,  1850, 
married  William  T.  Southmayd,  a resident  of 
Westfield  whose  sketch  may  be  found  else- 
where. (6)  Thomas  A.,  born  October  17, 
1852,  married  Annie  St.  Clair  Cook. 

Thomas  De  Mars  married  for  his  second 
wife,  in  Middletown  December  15,  1886,  Mary 
L.  Nixon,  who  was  born  in  Quebec,  daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  (Gaines)  Nixon,  her  fa- 
ther being  an  extensive  manufacturer  of  cut- 
lery in  New  York,  where  he  died. 

ALFRED  JACKSON.  This  well-known 
citizen  of  Durham,  Middlesex  county,  adds  to 
his  many  other  estimable  qualities  the  gift  of 
personality,  which  wins  for  him  the  warm 
friendship  of  neighbor  and  acquaintance  alike. 
He  is  alive  to  all  matters  of  public  interest, 
and  in  his  relations  with  his  fellow  men  so 
carries  himself,  as  to  enhance  the  natural  in- 


fluence which  belongs  to  a man  of  his  sound 
and  leading  character.  His  success  in  Dur- 
ham, where  he  has  spent  most  of  his  busy  life, 
is  due  to  his  own  unaided  efforts. 

The  Jackson  family  is  oT  English  origin, 
and  the  ancestors  of  our  subject  were  residents 
of  Long  Island.  There,  during  the  early 
years  of  the  American  Revolution,  his  grand- 
father resided.  His  wife  and  her  two1  chil- 
dren, John  (the  father  of  our  subject)  and 
Mary  (who  afterward  married  a Mr.  Parme- 
lee,  and  lived  in  New  York  State),  were  sent 
across  the  Sound  into  Connecticut  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  invasion  of  Long  Island  by  Gen. 
Clinton.  They  located  in  Killingworth, 
w here  the  mother  taught  school  to  support  her 
two  children,  and  where  after  many  years  she 
died.  She  never  again  heard  of  her  husband. 

John  Jackson,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Killing- 
worth,  and  was  there  reared  as  a farmer  boy 
and  farm  hand.  After  marriage  he  his  moved 
to  North  Guilford,  near  the  Durham  line,  on 
the  farm1  now  occupied  by  John  Hall,  - and 
there  he  lived  and  died.  He  farmed  exten- 
sively and  dealt  in  the  buying  and  selling  of 
stock.  Tie  married  Mary  Nettleton,  of  Kil- 
lingworth, daughter  of  Josiah  and  Drusilla 
(Griswold),  farming  people  of  that  town.  The 
seven  children  of  John  and  Mary  Jackson, 
were  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Philander  died  young. 

(2)  John,  born  May  6,  1821,  married  Ange- 
iine  Fields,  and  became  a butcher  and  farmer; 
he  died  in  East  Haven,  Conn.,  September  14, 
1895.  (3)  Alfred,  our  subject,  born  March 

21,  1824.  (4)  Mary  Ann,  married  Samuel 

Spencer,  a stationary  engineer,  of  New  Hav- 
en; both  are  deceased.  (5)  Andrew  married 
Jane  Hubbard,  of  Guilford;  he  was  a farmer 
and  joiner  and  died  in  Guilford.  (6)  Evelyn, 
born  January  7,  1832,  married  Frances  Hor- 
ton of  Long  Island;  he  is  a farmer  of  Pecon- 
ic,  L.  I.  (7)  Adeline,  born  December  18, 
1834,  married  Frank  Hart,  who  is  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Strong,  Hart  & Barnes,  whole- 
sale meat  dealers,  of  New  Haven. 

, Alfred  Jackson  was  born  in  Killingworth, 
and  when  an  infant  was  taken  by  his  parents 
to  North  Guilford.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  in  the  south  district  of  Durham,  un- 
der such  teachers  as  Messrs.  Howell  and  Hub- 
bard, and  Miss  Cornelia  Camp.  After  the 
age  of  fourteen  years,  when  his  school  days 
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>'  ended,  he  lived  out  to  Joel  Blatcheley,  a farmer 
and  miller  who  lived  in  Durham,  in  the  house 
now  occupied  by  W.  R.  Atwell.  For  the  first 
six  months  he  received  $6.00  a month,  the 
hours  of  work  continuing  from  sunrise  to  sun- 
set, and  ofttimes  extending  far  into-  the  night. 
He  worked  there,  with  occasional  short  in- 
tervals, for  fourteen  years.  Three  times  dur- 
ing this  period  he  left  Mr.  Blatcheley’s  service 
because  of  unsatisfactory  wages.  'His  place 
was  filled  temporarily  by  other  young  mien, 
but  each  time  our  subject  was  sent  for  soon, 
and  his  old  wages  advanced.  He  worked  on 
the  small  farm  and  also  tended  the  grist  mill, 
which  stood  at  the  dam,  near  the  present  ice- 
house of  W.  R.  Atwell.  Our  subject's  last 
wages  there  were  $200  per  year,  a sum  refer- 
red to  by  some  employers  as  “ruin  wages,”  but 
an  unusually  large  amount  for  those  times.  Fie 
left  the  employ  of  Mr.  Blatcheley  about  1849, 
and  returned  to'  the  home  farm  (his  father 
now  being  dead)  for  a short  time.  He  then 
married  and  moved  to  Fort  Erie,  Canada,  op- 
posite Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  from 
November,  1854,  until  November,  1856,  hav- 
ing the  management  of  several  farms.  In  the 
latter  year  he  came  to  Durham,  purchasing  a 
part  of  his  present  farm,  known  as  the  “Rich- 
ard Robinson  Place,”  then  a tract  of  100  acres, 
making  part  payment  with  his  savings,  and  go- 
ing into  debt  for  the  rest.  He  prospered  and 
soon  paid  all  obligations,  adding  to  the  acre- 
age and  putting  up  substantial  buildings.  He 
now  has  a splendid  farm  of  175  acres,  and  car- 
ries on  general  farming  and  cattle  raising. 

On  April  23,  1854,  in  New  Haven,  Mr. 
Jackson  married  Deborah  A.  Davis,  who  was 
born  in  North  Madison,  December  9,  1827, 
daughter  of  Levi  and  Mary  Ann  (Francis) 
Davis.  Pier  father,  a farmer,  later  removed 
to  South  Gibson,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Pa.,  where 
he  died.  To  our  subject  and  wife  were  born 
six  children,  namely:  (1)  Lillie  V.,  -born 

May  3,  1856,  married  Henry  Davis,  a well 

known  merchant  of  Durham;  (2)  Andrew  D., 
born  May  8,  1858,  at  home;  (3)  Alfred  L., 
born  March  2,  i8bo,  married  Mary  Terry;  he 
is  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  Stony 
Creek;  (4)  Deborah  E.,  born  January  26, 
1862,  at  home;  (5)  Mary  L..  born  April  28, 
1865;  and  (6)  John  J.,  born  February  4,  1871, 
married  Daisy  Rich,  and  lias  two  children, 
Heborah  Arline  and  Helen  Victoria.  In 


politics  Mr.  Jackson  is  a Democrat.  He  was 
a member  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1883, 
serving  on  the  committee  on  Railroads.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  selectman  for  several 
terms,  and  has  also  served  on  the  school  com- 
mittee for  several  years.  Himself  and  family 
are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  to  which 
he  is  a liberal  contributor. 

EDWIN  A.  DIBBELL.  The  first  of  this 
family  of  whom  we  have  any  authentic  record 
was  Josiah  Dib-bell,  a descendant  of  the  French 
family  o-f  De  Bell  (Anglicized  to  Dib-bell),  who 
became  the  owner  of  large  estates  in  the  town 
of  Killingworth  (now  Clinton),  Conn.  Con- 
siderable dispute  has  arisen  over  the  orthogra- 
phy of  the  name,  but  general  usage  has  given 
it  the  present  spelling,  with  the  accent  on  the 
last  syllable. 

David  Dibbell,  son  of  Josiah,  was  born  in 
1729,  and  died  in  1811.  He  was  a worthy 
man,  a farmer,  shoemaker  and  tanner  by  oc- 
cupation. Flis  son,  David,  the  next  in  line, 
is  recorded  as  having  died  in  Clinton  October 
4,  1845,  leaving  his  widow,  Phoebe  (Redfield) 
Dib-bell,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Redfield.  She 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  Grand- 
father David  Dibbell  resided  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  town  of  Killingworth,  and  became  an 
extensive  and  prosperous  farmer.  He  was  a 
deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church,  politi- 
cally a Whig,  and  acceptably  served  in  a num- 
ber o-f  town  offices,  including  that  of  select- 
man. His  children  were:  Samuel  R.,  who 

was  married  three  times,  to  Elizabeth  Hull. 
Ann  West  and  Mary  Green,  respectively,  and 
died  in  Clinton ; Betsey,  who  married  Capt. 
Levi  Hull,  and  became  the  mother  of  the  well 
known  Leander  L.  Hull ; Polly,  who  was  mar- 
ried twice,  first  to  Jared  Carter,  and  subse- 
quently to  Charles  Stevens ; Charles,  deceased  ; 
and  David,  the  father  of  our  subject. 

David  Dibbell  was  born  April  14,  1801. 
and  died  March  21,  1883.  On  February  11, 
1824,  he  married  Eunice  Emily  Carter,  who 
was  born  February  1.  1803,  daughter  of  Hub- 
bell  and  Eunice  (Parmelee)  Carter,  and  died 
February  21.  1879.  To  this  union  were  born: 
Edwin  A.,  whose  name  introduces  ibis  sketch; 
William  Russell,  born  September  28.  1828,  who 
died  November  13.  1852;  Elias  Morgan,  born 
in  1830,  who  died  in  April.  1877;  an  infant 
that  died  in  1833;  Emily  Eliza,  born  in  April, 
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1836,  who  married  J.  Henning  Smith,  of  New 
York  City  ; and  D.  Samuel,  horn  in  June,  1838, 
a resident  of  Clinton.  The  father  of  this  fam- 
ily was  born  in  the  old  Dibbell  homestead  at 
the  east  end  of  Main  street,  immediately  across 
the  street  from  the  residence  of  D.  Samuel 
Di'bbell,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  His  ed- 
ucational opportunities  were  confined  to  the 
home  schools.  The  possessor  of  a fine  intelli- 
gence, this  want  of  education  was  never 
marked  in  his  after  life,  his  fund  of  general  in- 
formation and  natural  perception  supplying 
any  lack.  Like  his  father  before  him,  he  was 
a Whig  in  politics,  and  on  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party  become  one  of  its  stanch 
supporters.  Until  disqualified  by  age  he  held 
the  honorable  position  of  first  probate  judge  of 
the  newly  made  Clinton  District,  was  also  a se- 
lectman for  a number  of  years,  and  was  town 
clerk.  He  represented  his  towin  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  when  Clinton  was  formed  from  Kill- 
ingworth  he  had  the  honor  of  naming  the 
town ; his  youngest  son,  David  Samuel,  was  the 
first  child  born  in  the  new  town.  In  addition 
to  his  official  duties  Mr.  Dibbell  was  engaged 
in  farming  and  carried  on  his  trade  of  shoe- 
making. In  1848  he  built  the  commodious 
brick  residence  at  the  east  end  of  Main  street, 
now  the  comfortable  residence  and  property 
of  his  son  Samuel.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
old  and  valued  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  he  always  took  an  active  part, 
being  clerk  of  the  Society’s  committee,  and 
he  is  well  remembered  as  the  faithful  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  for  many  years.  Of 
him  it  may  be  truly  said,  he  did  his  full  duty 
to  his  home,  his  country,  and  his  God. 

Edwin  A.  Dibbell,  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  the  comfortable  old 
home  built  by  his  grandfather.  His  educa- 
tion was  acquired  in  the  district  schools,  in 
the  Academy  “on  the  Green,”  and  at  Evans 
Mills,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  relatives 
resided,  and  where  he  was  a student  for  one 
year.  Until  he  was  twenty-three  years  old 
Capt.  Dibbell  remained  on  the  homestead,  and 
on  November  14,  1848,  he  married  Mary  M. 
Bradley,  sister  of  Edwin  M.  Bradley,  a well- 
known  resident  of  Clinton.  To  this  union 
came  the  following  named  children : Eldred 

A.,  born  May  22,  1850,  was  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  New  York  for  some  years,  and  since 
1894  has  lived  on  an  orange  grove  in  Florida; 


he  married  Sarah  J.  Bacon,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Ruth  M.  and  Julian  E. ; William  E., 
born  in  May,  1862,  since  1887  has  been  inter- 
ested in  the  granite  quarry  at  Petersburg,  Vir- 
ginia. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four  Edwin  A.  Dib- 
bell took  to  the  sea,  and  continued  as  a coaster 
from  1849  to  i§55-  For  six  years  he  had 
charge  of  a vessel  in  which  he  owned  an  in- 
terest, but  in  1863  he  sold  this  and  engaging 
as  pilot  on  a steamboat  plying  between  Hart- 
ford and  New  York,  continued  thus  for  some 
time,  commanding  a number  of  the  boats  be- 
longing to  the  New  York  & Hartford  line. 
He  remained  after  the  lines  had  been  consoli- 
dated into  the  New  York  & Hartford  Trans- 
portation Company,  his  sea  experiences  ending 
in  1887.  During  his  long  period  on  the  water 
he  had  a number  of  thrilling  adventures,  his 
vessel  once  sinking  after  coming  in  contact 
with  the  rocks  at  Hell  Gate.  He  had  a sim- 
ilar accident  off  Goodspeeds,  on  the  Connects 
cut  river,  caused  by  running  into'  a snag.  On 
May  18,  1885,  while  he  was  in  command  of  the 
“Granite  State,"  that  ship  caught  fire  while  at 
the  docks  at  Goodspeeds,  and,  breaking  from 
her  moorings,  drifted  down  the  river  on  the 
sand  fiats,  burning  to  the  water’s  edge,  two 
persons,  one  a bride,  losing  their  lives  in  this 
disaster.  For  several  winter  seasons  Gapt. 
Dibbell  was  in  command  of  vessels  on  the 
New  Haven  & New  York  line,  being  well  and 
favorably  known  to  all  the  traveling  public  on 
that  route.  He  has  many  testimonials  of  the 
esteem  in  which  he  has  been  held  by  his  patrons 
and  his  employers.  Politically  the  Captain  is 
a stanch  Republican,  believing  firmly  in  the 
tenets  of  his  party,  although  he  has  resolutely 
refused  to  hold  any  public  office.  In  the  Con- 
gregational Church  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
highly  valued,  both  having  long  been  consist- 
ent and  active  members. 

WATSON  HALE,  one  of  the  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  Portland,  and  a lifelong 
farmer,  comes  from  that  old  Hale  family  that 
has  given  so  many  good  citizens  to  the  town. 
He  was  born  on  his  father's  homestead  in 
the  north  end  of  Portland  February  25,  1837, 
a son  of  William  and  Laura  (Wright)  Hale, 
a sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  in  this  volume 
under  the  name  of  Albert  Hale  of  Portland. 

Watson  Hale  attended  school  in  district 
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\ -lb.  5 in  the  town  of  Portland,  and  in  that 
chool  obtained  his  education.  He  was  a farm- 
r lad,  and  work  was  pressing  and  constant  at 
ome.  At  that  time  the  great  labors  were 
/rought  by  hand,  and  the  improved  machinery 
■f  the  present  time  hardly  so  much  as  a dream, 
n his  young  manhood  Mr.  Hale  bought  the 
talphi  Goodrich  farm. 

He  has  given  much  attention  to  tobacco 
ulture  for  many  years,  and  is  a steady-going 
ncl  reliable  farmer,  whose  character  is  beyond 
eproacb,  and  whose  word  is  never  questioned. 

On  September  7,  1866,  (Watson  Hale  mar- 
ied  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Taylor,  who  was  born 
1 Glastonbury,  Conn.,  April  20,  1843,  one  °f 
he  three  children  of  Cyrus  and  Parmelia 
Chapman)  Taylor,  the  other  two  children  be- 
ig  Lewis  J.  and  Evelyn  C.,  both  of  Glaston- 
ury.  Cyrus  Taylor  is  yet  living  at  the  age 
f eighty-Hx  years,  but  his  wife  died  in  Au- 
gust 1899,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  Mr. 
lale  attended  the  public  school  of  South  Glas- 
oribury,  and  is  a lady  of  much  character  and 
bility.  By  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Hale  she 
as  become  the  mother  of  three  sons,  who  are 
ow  sturdy  and  reliable  young  men:  Willis 

V.,  born  April  2,  1867,  is  a farmer  at  Rocky 
Till ; Lewis  J.,  born  February  7,  1873,  re- 
ides  in  Portland;  and  Herbert  R.,  born  July 
5,  1878,  is  at  home.  In  politics  Mr.  Hale  is 
Democrat,  but  has  never  sought  an  office  of 
ny  kind.  He  and  his  wife  are  highly  re- 
jected people. 

SIDNEY  S.  CARTER,  one  of  the  sub- 
tantial  farmers  of  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  and 
man  of  influence  in  the  community,  was 
orn  in  Rome,  Ohio,  September  30,  1841,  son 
f Sidney  S.  and  Phoebe  (Carter)  Carter,  of 
Hinton,  Connecticut. 

Daniel  Carter,  his  grandfather,  was  a na- 
tive of  Clinton,  Conn.,  married  Thankful  Post, 
ml  had  the  following  family : Daniel,  Al> 

er,  Sidney  S.,  Albert,  Horace,  Cynthia,  Nan- 
v,  Abby,  Emily  and  Eunice.  The  mother  of 
liese  dying,  he  married  again,  and  had  two 
hildren,  Hannah  and  Joel. 

Sidney  S.  Carter  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
even.  Mis  first  wife,  who  was  a daughter  of 
lilas  Carter,  and  granddaughter  of  Benjamin 
arter,  bore  him  two  children:  Judson  and 

iidney  S.  His  second  wife  was  Philena 
’romley,  and  to  them  were  born  : Vinton  F., 


Judson  L.  and  John  N.  Mr.  Carter's  third 
wife  was  Maria  Bromley,  and  by  her  he  had : 
Lena,  Albert  B.  and  William  P.  The  father 
was  a Baptist  minister,  and  his  first  charge  was 
at  New  Lyme,  Ohio.  He  was  afterward 
called  to  churches  at  New  Hartford,  South 
Windsor  and  Rainbow,  in  New  England; 
Colebrook  and  Orwell,  in  Ohio.  During  the 
Civil  war,  he  served  his  country  bravely,  but 
with  this  exception  devoted  his  life  to  the 
ministry,  and  he  died,  deeply  lamented  by  all. 

Sidney  S.  Carter,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  came  to  Connecticut  when  but 
sixteen,  and  received  his  education  in  common 
and  high  schools  in  Ohio,  and  also  in  the 
Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  at  Suffield, 
Conn.  Early  in  life  he  began  the  struggle  for 
existence.  When  the  war  broke  out  Mr.  Car- 
ter enlisted  in  Company  H,  Sixteenth  Connec- 
ticut Volunteer  Infantry,  in  August,  1862, 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  struggle,  par- 
ticipating in  numerous  engagements,  includ- 
ing Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Plymouth,  etc. 
After  his  honorable  discharge  he  returned  to 
Connecticut,  and  soon  afterward  purchased  a 
farm  in  Clinton,  Middlesex  county,  but  shortly 
removed  to  East  Haddam,  where  he  engag-ed 
in  teaming,  building  up  quite  an  extensive  bus- 
iness, carrying  supplies  for  the  various  manu- 
facturers from  the  “landing.”  Later  he  dis- 
posed of  his  teaming  business  and  located  at 
Thorndike,  Mass.,  where  for  five  years  he  was 
in  the  employ  of  the  Thorndike  Manufacturing 
Company.  Then  he  returned  to  East  Haddam 
and  resumied  farming,  now  cultivating  about 
100  acres. 

On  November  14,  1865,  Mr.  Carter  mar- 
ried Harriet  Meloria  Brooks,  daughter  of  Jas- 
per Brooks,  and  sister  of  E..  Chapman,  Asa 
E.  and  L.  L.  Brooks.  To  this  union  were  born 
children  as  follows:  Florence  Meloria.  born 

December  10,  1866,  for  manv  years  a success- 
ful public  school  teacher,  married  Levi  Whea- 
ton, of  Calais,  Maine,  December  10.  1890.  and 
has  two  children — Sidney  Levi,  born  January 
5.  1895,  and  Florence  R..  lxmi  December  i(>. 
1897.  Louis  Sidney,  born  July  21.  1875, 
graduate  of  the  Eastman  Business  College, 
and  is  a bookkeeper;  in  October.  1899.  he  mar- 
ried Margaret  Moore,  of  New  Britain.  Sarah 
Harriet,  born  March  8.  1877,  attended  normal 
school  in  Rhode  Island  three  years,  and  taught 
school  in  that  State;  on  July  28.  1900,  she 
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married  William  W.  Harris,  of  Georgiaville, 
Rhode  Island. 

Politically  Mr.  Carter  is  a stanch  Republi- 
can. He  was  elected  first  selectman  in  1892, 
and  has  held  that  office  for  eight  years  in  suc- 
cession. All  the  family  are  interested  in  the 
Baptist  Church,  in  the  work  of  which  Mr. 
Carter  takes  an  active  part.  Socially  he  is 
a member  of  Lodge  No.  26,  F.  & A.  M., 
East  Hacldam,  having  united  with  that  body 
nearly  thirty  years  ago ; and  is  a member  of 
the  Grange.  The  family  are  highly  respected 
for  their  many  admirable  traits  of  character. 

J.  EDGAR  BACON.  There  is  scarcely 
a better  known  or  more  highly  respected  citi- 
zen in  Middletown  to-day  than  this  gentle- 
man. He  has  been  engaged  in  the  market 
business  forty-three  years,  and  has  spent  the 
last  thirty-nine  years  in  Middletown.  Mr. 
Bacon  began  life  as  a poor  boy,  thrown  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  on  his  own  resources,  and  in 
the  intervening  years  he  has  arisen  to  a prom- 
inent and  influential  position,  accumulating  a 
comfortable  competence  by  methods  that  will 
bear  the  closest  scrutiny.  'His  entire  business 
career  has  been  marked  by  the  most  honorable 
practices.  He  is  prominent  in  Masonic  cir- 
cles, deeply  interested  in  everything  that  looks 
to*  the  improvement  of  the  city,  and  personally 
very  kind-hearted  and  generous.  He  owns 
his  old  birthplace,  which  has  never  been  out  of 
the  family  since  the  organization  of  Middle- 
town.  Mr.  Bacon  is  a representative  of  the 
seventh  generation  in  Middletown  of  this  old 
family,  tracing  his  line  from  Nathaniel  Bacon 
(1630-1705),  who  was  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  of  Middletown,  through  Elder 
John  (1662-1732),  Lieut.  John  ( 1695- 
1781),  Joseph  ( 1728-1785),  Capt.  John  (1776- 
1837)  and  Capt.  Joseph  f 1817-18599 . 

Capt.  Joseph  Bacon,  father  of  J.  Edgar, 
was  born  at  Middletown,  October  22,  1817, 
and,  inheriting  a part  of  the  parental  home- 
stead there,  settled  thereon.  When  but  a lad 
he  went  on  the  water.  His  father  was  a ves- 
sel owner,  and  young  Joseph  was  early  set  to 
follow  him.  When  he  was  sixteen  he  piloted 
vessels  from  Saybrook  to  Hartford  He 
was  on  the  historic  “Mattabessett,”  the  first 
steam  ferry  boat  on  the  Connecticut  river,  and 
was  in  the  coasting  trade  along  the  north  shore 
of  the  Sound.  He  died  September  14,  1859, 


and  is  buried  in  Mortimer  cemetery,  Middle- 
town.  Capt.  Bacon  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Maria  Babcock,  of  Middle-  | 
town,  who  was  born  in  1820,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Babcock  (2),  married  January  19,  1837, 
and  died  November  20,  1842.  To  this  union 
came  three  children  : Adelaide,  born  December 
27,  1837,  died  in  1838;  Sarah  E.,  born  April 
25,  1840,  died  January  16,  1854;  Joseph  Ed- 
gar, born  February  11,  1842,  is  the  gentleman 
whose  career  forms  the  theme  of  this  article. 

On  December  25,  1844,  Capt.  Joseph  Bacon 
was  married  to  Miss  Esther  M:.  Treat,  of  Had- 
dam,  who  was  born  May  21,  1822,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Treat,  and  died  February  11,  1897. 
She  was  the  mother  of  four  children:  Damon 

P.,  bom  July  19,  1846,  died  in  Middletown 
May  1,  1872.  Esther  M.,  born  May  2,  1848, 
died  May  26,  1874;  she  married  Franklin  J. 
Dix,  of  Wethersfield,  October  30,  1872.  James 
B.,  born  September  13,  1856,  died  December  j 
22,  1856.  M'ariah,  born  February  27,  1853,  I 
died  March  11,  1854.  Capt.  Bacon  was  an  j 
Odd  Fellow  and  his  funeral  services  were  1 
conducted  by  that  fraternity.  He  was  a Dem- 
ocrat and  a Universalist. 

I 

Joseph  Edgar  Bacon  was  born  on  Main 
street,  Middletown,  in  a house  that  has  never 
been  out  of  the  hands  of  the  family  since  the 
establishment  of  Middletown,  in  1650.  He  is 
the  only  child  of  his  parents  now  living.  He 
was  reared  in  his  native  city,  attended  the 
Green  street  school  and  the  private  school  of  j 
D.  H.  Chase,  and  entered  the  city  high  school,  j 
but  his  school  days  ended  when  he  was  about  | 
thirteen.  At  that  age  he  went  out  on  the 
schooner  “Brownstone”  under  command  of  i 
Capt.  George  Bacon.  From  this  time  he 
scarcely  ate  a meal  at  home.  ,He  was  out  in 
the  world  for  himself.  A little  before  he  was  j 
of  age  he  left  the  water  and  went  to  Bridge-  j 
port,  where  he  took  up  the  trade  of  saddle-tree 
making,  working  three  months  for  nothing,  ; 
and  then  receiving  a dollar  a day.  He  lived  in 
Bridgeport  until  1863,  working  at  his  trade, 
and  when  work  was  slack  found  employment 
in  a butcher  shop,  and  in  selling  meat  from  the 
cart.  In  1863  he  returned  to  Middletown  and 
entered  the  employ  of  William  Bacon,  a lead- 
ing butcher  of  the  day.  In  those  days  the 
shops  handled  home-killed  meats,  and  the 
butcher  had  to>  be  at  his  slaughter  house  by  j 
three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  ready  to  kill  and 
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dress  his  beef.  At  that  time  no  Western 
meats  had  come  on  the  market,  and  a slaugh- 
ter house  was  indispensable  to  every  meat 
market.  Mr.  Bacon  retained  his  longer  than 
any  other  meat  man  in  the  city,  and  did  not 
sell  it  until  April,  1900.  However,  it  had  not 
been  used  to  any  extent  for  a number  of  years. 

In  1873  J.  Edgar  Bacon  and  William  H. 
Dean  united  to  form  the  butcher  firm  of  Ba- 
con & Dean,  continuing  together  for  a year 
and  a half,  when  Mr.  Dean  retired  in  favor  of 
his  partner,  Mr.  Bacon  doing  business  alone 
until  1892,  When  he  formed  the  firm  of  J.  E. 
Bacon  & Co-.  This  was  dissolved  in  Janu- 
ary, 1900,  and  Mr.  Bacon  is  at  present  con- 
ducting business  individually.  He  owns  con- 
siderable real  estate  in  the  city,  and  in  1897 
built  the  Bacon  block. 

j.  Edgar  Bacon  and  Miss  Helen  Augusta 
Spencer  were  married  in  Long  Meadow, 
Mass.,  October  13,  1863.  She  was  born 

December  6,  1842,  on  High  street,  Middle- 
town,  daughter  of  William  D.  and  Sarah  j. 
(Mann)  Spencer.  Her  father  was  a machin- 
ist and  a successful  inventor.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight,  and  his  widow  lived  until 
her  death,  January  12,  1901,  in  Middletown; 
she  was  a remarkably  well  preserved  lady. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : Helen  A., 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Bacon ; Mary,  who  married  Archi- 
bald Johnson,  of  Middletown ; Flattie,  who 
married  Andrew  Ketchim,  of  Tariffville, 
Conn. ; Katie,  who  died  when  four  years  old ; 
and  William  S.,  who  died  in  infancy,  his  death 
resulting  from  a fall  from  the  bed;  he  struck 
the  back  .of  his  head. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bacon  had  one  daughter, 
Alice  Maria,  who  was  born  May  4,  1866; 
married  Charles  H.  Lewis,  of  Middletown, 
May  6,  1885,  and  is  the  mother  of  five  chil- 
dren— Annie  Bacon,  born  November  25,  1886; 
Helen  Augusta,  April  23,  1889;  Bertha  May, 
August  13,  1890;  Edgar  Bacon,  March  13, 
1892;  and  Alice.  Marian,  December  23.  1895. 

Mr.  Bacon  is  a prominent  Mason.  lie 
joined  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No.  2,  A.  E.  & A.  M., 
in  December,  [868;  belongs  to  Washington 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  Cvrene  Couimandery ; and 
Pyramid  Temple.  His  wife  is  a member  of 
the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  At  one  time 
lie  belonged  to  the  Knights  ol  Pythias  and  the 
Knights  of  Honor.  Politically  he  is  a stanch 
Democrat,  but  felt  in  1896  that  his  duty  to 
SL7 


his  country  required  that  he  should  vote  for 
McKinley.  He  has  served  five  years  as  as- 
sessor in  Middletown,  the  first  term  in  1873. 
He  and  his  wife  are  Universalists.  Mr.  Ba- 
con has  not  worked  solely  with  a desire  to  ac- 
cumulate property.  He  lives  well,  enjoys 
life,  and  when  the  pressure  of  business  permits 
indulges  in  pleasures  and  recreations  as  he  de- 
sires. A most  kind-hearted  and  dutiful  hus- 
band, as  well  as  indulgent  father,  he  finds 
great  pleasure  in  the  home  circle. 

Through  his  mother  Mr.  Bacon  is  descend- 
ed from  James  Babcock  (or  Badcock),  who 
was  born  in  England  in  1612,  and  settled  in 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in  1642.  Later,  in  1662, 
he  removed  to  Westerly,  R'.  I.,  and  there  died 
on  June  12,  1679.  (H)  Capt.  John  Babcock 

married  Mary  Lawton.  (Ill)  Capt.  James 
Babcock,  born  in  1660,  died  January  17,  1737. 
Elizabeth  Babbitt,  his  wife,  was  born  in  1662. 
(IV)  William  Babcock,  born  in  1693,  died 
in  1751.  His  wife,  Sarah  Denison,  was  born 
in  1709.  (V)  Samuel  Babcock,  born  in 

1747,  died  in  1828.  He  married  Rachel  Conk- 
lin, born  in  1749,  died  in  1843.  (VI)  Sam- 
uel Babcock  (2),  born  in  1788,  died  in  1857. 
He  married  Hannah  Miller,  born  in  1793,  who 
died  in  1821.  Hannah  Miller  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Caleb  and  Mary  (Ames)  Miller,  and 
granddaughter  of  Joshua  Miller.  The  Mil- 
ler family  is  an  old  one  in  Middletown,  and 
is  mentioned  elsewhere.  Samuel  Babcock 
(2)  was  one  of  those  who  did  so  much  in  the 
early  part  of  the  century  to  make  Middletown 
the  handsome  city  it  has  become. 

NILES.  The  first  authentic  record  that 
the  biographer  finds  of  the  well  known  Niles 
family,  in  the  town  of  Chatham,  Middlesex 
county,  is  when  Ambrose  Niles  married  Annie 
Estabrook,  who  afterward  became  the  wife  of 
John  Markham,  and  was  a lifelong  resident  of 
Chatham.  The  data  concerning  the  Esta- 
brook family  is  more  satisfactory,  the  East 
Haddam  records  giving  information  concern- 
ing Rev.  Hobart  Estabrook,  who  came  from 
Canterbury  and  settled  in  Millington,  where 
he  preached  in  1766.  His  son.  Hobart,  moved 
to  I. citation,  N.  11.,  and  died  there  at  the  age 
of  ninety-one.  lie  married  Hannah  Paddle- 
ford,  w ho  died  in  Chatham.  Of  their  children, 
Hannah  married  llulhert  Swan:  Jerusha  mar- 
ried Ira  Gates;  Mary  married  George  Little, 
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and  their  children  settled  at  Tunkhannock, 
Towanda,  Montrose  and  Bloomsburg,  Pa., 
where  they  were  in  the  legal  profession ; An- 
nie married  Ambrose  Niles,  about  1780,  and 
their  son  William  founded  the  Sentinel  and 
Witness,  a leading  journal  of  Middletown, 
Conn.  Annie  Estabrook  Niles  married  John 
Markham  of  Chatham,  in  1812,  and  died  in 
1849,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one;  he  died  in 
1852. 

Daniel  Niles,  son  of  Ambrose,  was  a farm- 
er and  blacksmith  in  Chatham,  where  he  mar- 
ried Abigail  Beach,  who  had  been  born  in 
Hebron,  Conn.  They  had  two  children  : Dan, 
who  married  Maria  Smith,  of  Chatham, 
and  Laura,  who  married  Hiram  Markham, 
both  becoming  well  known  throughout  Chat- 
ham by  marriage  connections  with  other  older 
and  well  known  families. 

Dan  Niles  lived  a busy  life  in  Chatham  of 
eighty-three  years.  In  early  life  he  learned  his 
father's  trade,  but  later  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  bells  in  East  Hampton,  for  some 
forty  years  operating  a plant  in  a building  lo- 
cated upon  the  present  site  of  the  shops  of  N. 
N.  Hill.  Mr.  Niles  always  took  an  active  and 
intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs.  Qriginally 
he  was  a Democrat,  subsequently  became  an 
adherent  of  what  was  locally  known  as  the 
Know-Nothing  party,  and  later  united  with 
the  Republicans  and  became  prominent  in  the 
town,  representing  it  in  the  Legislature  a 
number  of  times,  and  filling  the  office  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  many  years.  Mr.  Niles 
continued  actively  at  work  until  within  a few 
3rears  of  his  death,  when  he  turned  the  busi- 
ness over  to  his  sons.  In  the  Congregational 
Church  he  had  long  been  a valued  member. 
He  married  Maria  Smith,  and  the  children 
born  to  them  were:  Abigail  B.  (deceased), 

who  married  Stewart  Parmelee;  Julius  Je- 
rome; Alexander  N.,  of  Cottage  City,  Mass., 
who  married  (.first)  Susan  A.  Gates,  and  (sec- 
ond) Sarah  Watrous;  Jane  E.  (deceased)  ; 
Helen  M.  (deceased),  who  married  Henry  S. 
Smith,  of  East  Hampton;  Emerson,  who'  mar- 
ried Eleanor  White,  of  Albany,  N.  Y. ; and 
Adelaide  (deceased),  who  married  Roderick 
Dlay,  of  East  Hampton. 

Julius  J.  Niles  was  born  at  East  Hamp- 
ton, Conn.,  December  5,  1822,  and  on  October 
29,  1846,  married  Emily  T.  Hills,  the  estima- 
ble daughter  of  Gilbert  Hills.  To  this  union 


came  one  daughter,  Jane  Elizabeth,  born  June 
24,  1853,  who  died  April  7,  1883;  she  married  1 
Eugene  T.  Goodrich,  who  was  born  October 
30,  1853,  a son  of  Ralph  and  Emily  (An- 
drews) Goodrich,  of  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  and  \\ 
grandson,  on  the  maternal  side,  of  Betsey 
(Hills),  daughter  of  David  Hills.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Goodrich  were  born  two  children : 1 j 

E.  Niles,  July  29,  1881  (now  employed  in 
bellmaking  at  East  Hampton),  and  Emily  E., 
April  3,  1883,  both  residents  of  Chatham,  in 
the  home  of  their  grandparents.  Emily  E.  is  It 
a graduate  of  the  Connecticut  Agricultural 
College. 

Mr.  Niles  carried  on  bellmaking,  in  com- 
pany with  his  father,  and  upon  the  latter's  re- 
tirement the  work|  was  still  carried  on  by  the 
brothers,  but  upon  its  final  merging  into  other 
lines,  Julius  J.  became  interested  in  a livery  'j 
business,  which  he  still  conducts. 

Gilbert  Hills,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Niles,  j 
was  born  March  27,  1799,  in  the  town  of  Chat-  j 
ham,  where  he  grew  up  and  was  united  in  j 
marriage  \\dth  Hannah  Strong,  removing  later 
to  Lancaster,  Pa.,  where  he  carried  on  a book 
store  and  engaged  in  the  publication  of  county  * 
histories.  He  died  at  Lancaster  February  27, 
1850,  and  after  his  decease  the  family  returned 
to  the  old  home  in  East  Hampton. 

1 

MARKHAM.  This  family,  a large  one  ! 
in  Connecticut,  traces  its  ancestry  back  to  j 
1148,  when  they  were  residents  of  Chatham, 
England,  and  the  name  was  spelled  March-  | 
am.  The  first  of  the  family  to  locate  in  Mid- 
dlesex county,  was  one  Daniel  Markham,  who  j 
died  in  Middletown  in  1712.  His  wife,  Pa- 
tience Harris,  survived  him  until  1733. 

James  Markham,  the  next  of  descent,  was  1: 
born  in  Middletown  and  married  Eliza  Lick.  i 
One  son  came  to  this  union,  John,  who  was 
born  in  1707,  and  died  in  1788.  He  married  | 
Desire  Sears,  of  Yarmouth,  Mass.,  who  was 
born  in  1725  and  died  in  1786,  leaving  one 
son,  Nathaniel.  Nathaniel  Markham  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolution  and  a man  of  consid- 
erable local  note.  He  was  born  in  1754,  and 
died  in  1827.  He  was  married  three  times, 
first  to  Margaret  Hall,  who  was  born  in  1757 
and  died  May  21,  1796;  from  this  union  de- 
scend the  Markhams  of  Chatham.  Nathaniel  s f 
second  wife,  Polly  (Strong),  died  October  25, 
1802.  His  third  wife  was  a widow,  Hannah 
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Sears  Rodgers.  To  Nathaniel  and  Margaret 
(Hall)  Markham  came  the  following  chil- 
dren: Margaret,  who  died  October  23,  1802, 

aged  five  years ; Lydia,  who  never  married ; 
Abijah,  who  married  Chide  Freeman;  Nathan- 
iel, born  in  1786,  who  died  in  1833;  ;and  Lucy, 
who  married  Ezra  Strong.  Nathaniel  Mark- 
ham, Sr.,  was  known  throughout  the  neigh- 
borhood as  “Major,”  having  served  as  an  offi- 
cer in  the  Connecticut  militia. 

Abijah  Markham  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Chatham,  Conn.,  where  he  grew  up,  and  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Chloe,  daughter  of  Syl- 
vanus  Freeman.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  years,  and  his  wife  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
nine.  By  trade  he  was  a ship  carpenter,  and  he 
worked  in  the  shipyards  along  the  lower  Con- 
necticut when  that  industry  was  in  its  infancy. 
In  political  matters  he  united  himself  with  the 
Democrats.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born 
the  following  children : Martin,  deceased, 

who  followed  the  sea  for  a livelihood ; Marietta, 
Mrs.  Giles  Goff ; Sylvanus ; Hulda  Ann,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Amos  Bidwell;  Charles,  who 
died  in  Columbus,  Ga. ; James,  deceased;  Sar- 
ah, Mrs.  Arnos  Smith,  who  resides  in  Meri- 
den, Conn. ; Hubbard,  who  died  at  Columbus, 

, Ga, ; Timothy,  who  died  in  the  South,  where 
he  married;  Drusie,  a resident  of  South  Farms 
(Middletown,  Conn.),  wife  of  Wilbur  Coe; 
Lydia,  deceased,  who  married  Henry  Cook,  of 
Meriden,  Conn. ; and  John,  who  died  while  in 
the  Union  service  during  the  Civil  war. 

Sylvanus  Markham  was  bom  at  Middle 
Haddarn,  town  of  Chatham,  Conn.,  January 
11,  1812,  and  was  married  in  Waterford, 
Conn.,  to  Mehitable,  daughter  of  Joshua 
Powers,  who  was  born  in  Waterford,  Conn., 
February  24,  1820,  and  died  December  14, 
1879.  To  this  union  were  born:  Henry  P. ; 

fMay,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-three  years, 
unmarried ; a/nd  Carrie,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  two  and  onedralf  years.  Like  most  young 
men  of  past  generations,  Sylvanus  Markham 
struck  out  for  himself  at  an  early  age.  When 
he  was  but  sixteen  years  old  he  began  learning 
tlie  blacksmith’s  trade,  and  for  over  thirty- 
five  years  carried  on  that  business  in  East 
Hampton.  lie  now1  lives  a retired  life,  and, 
though  born  in  1812,  his  memory  is  as  keen 
as  ever,  and  he  takes  considerable  pride  in 
saying  that  he  is  a lifetime  Democrat. 

Nathaniel  Markham,  Jr.,  son  of  Nathaniel. 


Sr.,  passed  his  life  in  Chatham,  and  was  a 
farmer.  On  October  18,  1815,  he  married  Abi- 
gail (or  “Nabby”)  J.  Smith,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Noah,  Catherine  S.,  Caroline  C., 
Alexander  H.,  Leander,  Philanda  and  Marion. 
The  first  married  Anna  Gates,  and  died  in 
Willimantic.  Catherine  S.  was  the  first  wife  of 
Abner  G.  Bevin,  of  East  Hampton,  Conn. 
Caroline,  Mrs.  Abbe,  of  Enfield,  Conn.,  and  her 
husband  are  both  deeeased.  Alexander  H. 
married.  Hannah  M.  Hills  (a  sister  of  Mrs. 
Emily  T.  Niles),  and  both  died  in  Chatham. 
Leander  was  lost  at  sea.  Philanda  lives  in 
Enfield,  Conn.,  (unmarried).  Marion  became 
the  wife  of  John  Purple,  who  survives  her,  and 
resides  in  East  Hampton. 

HENRY  F.  INGHAM,  one  of  the  oldest 
business  men  of  Old  Saybrook,  Middlesex 
county,  is  a direct  descendant  in  the  eighth 
generation  from  Joseph  Ingham,  the  emigrant 
ancestor  of  the  Ingham  family  in  America. 

In  1639  Col.  George  Fenwick,  an  English- 
man of  high  position,  arrived  with  his  family 
and  many  others  in  a ship  at  Quinnipiac,  now 
New!  Haven,  and  for  himself,  and  as  agent  of 
the  other  patentees,  proceeded  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  fort  built  in  1635  on  the  right 
bank,  about  two  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Connecticut  river.  Near  the  fort  was  formed 
a small  settlement,  which  he.  named  Saybrook, 
in  honor  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal  and  Lord 
Brook,  the  early  patentees.  Another  small  set- 
tlement was  formed  in  Guilford,  about  midway 
between  Qunnipiac  and  Saybrook.  In  the 
same  ship  with  Col.  Fenwick  and  the  “Guilford 
Company”  came  Rev.  Henry  Whitfield,  their 
first  pastor  and  teacher;  Francis  Buslmell,  the 
elder;  Francis  Buslmell,  the  younger;  his 
daughter,  Sarah;,  and  Joseph  Ingham,  all  of 
whom  settled  in  Guilford.  The  name  of  Jos- 
eph Ingham  appears  third  on  the  plantation 
covenant  of  Guilford,  June  1,  1639.  Deacon 
Francis  Buslmell,  the  younger,  his  daughter 
Sarah  and  Joseph  Ingham  removed  to  Say- 
brook in  1648,  when  Deacon  Buslmell,  who 
was  a miller,  built  the  first  mill  in  that  town, 
afterward  called  Jones'  mill,  lie  died  in  Say- 
brook  December  4,  1681.  On  June  20,  1655, 
Joseph  Ingham  married,  at  Saybrook,  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Francis  Buslmell.  and  to  them 
came  two  children:  Joseph,  born  August  30, 

1656;  and  Sarah,  born  June  11.  t(>58.  Joseph 
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Ingham,  Sr.,  was  a freeman  in  1669,  the  free- 
men of  those  times  comprising  all  the  church 
members  who  partook  of  the  sacrament ; none 
others  were  admitted.  From  this  pioneer  an- 
cestor Henry  F.  Ingham  is  descended  through 
Joseph,  Jr.,  Ebenezer  (1),  Ebenezer  (2),  Eb- 
enezer  (3),  Ebenezer  (4)  and  Alfred. 

(II)  Joseph  Ingham,  Jr.,  was  by  trade  a 
wearer.  The  family  name  of  his  wife,  Mary, 
is  not  known.  They  had  four  sons  and  one 
daughter,  Samuel,  Ebenezer,  John,  Benoni 
and  Susannah.  In  consequence  of  a disagree- 
ment between  Joseph  and  his  wife  they  lived 
apart,  he  at  his  home  in  Saybrook  and  she  in 
New  London,  Connecticut. 

(III)  Ebenezer  Ingham,  of  Saybrook,  and 
Dorothy  Stone,  of'  Guilford,  were  married  July 

9,  1701.  They  had  the  following  children: 
Dorothy,  horn  June  1,  1703;  Joseph,  October 
8,  1705;  Mary,  November  15,  1707;  Susan- 
nah/May 8,  1710;  Ebenezer,  November  12, 
1712;  Benjamin,  May  23,  1715;  Sarah,  March 

10,  1717;  Benjamin  (2),  April,  1720;  Daniel, 
May  1,  1723. 

(IV)  Ebenezer  Ingham  (2)  was  twice 

married,  and  by  his  first  wife,  Leana,  had  the 
following  named  children : Ebenezer,  Will- 

iam, David,  Stephen  and  Lydia.  The  mother 
of  these  died  in  January,  1770,  and  Ebenezer’ s 
second  wife,  Hannah  (Chapman),  died  in 
1800.  He  died  August  8,  1783. 

(V)  Ebenezer  Ingham  (3)  married  Sarah 

Ford,  of  Hebron,  who  died  October  13,  1833, 
aged  eighty-three  years.  He  died  June  12, 
1832,  aged  ninety-four  years.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  Ebenezer,  Sarah,  Asenetb, 

Stephen  and  Tersa.  Ebenezer  (3)  served  in 
Col.  Whitney’s  regiment,  in  the  old  French 
war,  from  March  22  to  December  3,  1763. 

(All)  Ebenezer  Ingham  (4)  married  Har- 
riet Jones,  of  Saybrook,  and  they  had  the  fol- 
lowing children : Ezra;  Jeremiah;  Alfred; 

Amelia,  who  married  Asa  Busbnell  and  moved 
to  Ohio;  Sarah,  who  married  a Mr.  Terry,  of 
Sag  Harbor,  L.  I. ; Asenetb,  who  married  a 
Mr.  Crowell,  of  Sag  Harbor,  L.  I. ; and  Abi- 
gail, who  married  a Mr.  Tuttle,  otf  New  Haven, 
Connecticut. 

(VII)  Alfred  Ingham  was  born  June  1, 
1810,  in  Saybrook,  where  he  passed  his  entire 
life,  dying  there  in,  1889.  He  was  a.  farmer 
and  fisherman  by  occupation.  On  February 
24,  1835,  he  married  Emily  Jones,  who*  was 


born  December  19,  1816,  and  to  them  came  the 
following  children:  Henry  F.,  born  August 

13,  1836;  Alfred  L.,  July  4,  1839;  Harriet  O., 

March  16,  1841;  Alice  A.,  May  17,  1844 
(died  March  20,  1845)  1 Warren  J.,  October 
22,  1848  (died  March  12,  1852)  ; Bell  L,  No- 
vember 23,  1851  (died  January  5,  1873); 

Mary  E.,  May  16,  1854.  Alfred  Ingham  was 
a Democrat  in  politics. 

(VIII)  Henry  F.  Ingham  was  born  in 
Saybrook  August  13,  1836,  and  received  his  ! 

education  in  his  native  place.  Beginning  his  j[ 

buiness  career  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  S.  & J. 

P.  Bull,  in  Savbrook,  he  remained  with 
them  three  years,  after  which  he  clerked  for 
Samuel  Colt,  in  Chester,  Conn.,  for  about  ! 

twenty  years.  He  then  went  to  Wenona,  111.,,  1 

where  he  was  engaged  in  the  clothing,  boot 
and  shoe  business  for  five  years,  until  burned 
out,  after  which  disaster  he  returned  toi  Say-  j 
brook,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  j 
the  meat  business.  He  has  met  with  substan-  f 
tial  success  in  this  line.  In  politics  Mr.  Ing- 
ham is  a Democrat.  He  became  a member  of  ‘ 
the  Masonic  fraternity  in  Deep  River,  Conn., 
and  now  affiliates  with  Siloam  Lodge,  No.  32,  i 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  in  Old  Saybrook  Connecticut.  [ 

On  October  10,  1858,  Mr.  Ingham  mar- 
ried Jane  A.  Watrous,  who  was  born  July  27,  ; 

1837,  daughter  of  Selden  and  Mary  Ann  i 
(Baldwin)  Watrous,  and  died  March  27, 
1897.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingham  came  two  ; 
daughters:  Minnie  A.,  born  March  8,  1861;  j 

and  Belle  M.,  horn  October  1,  1870.  On  May  j 

14,  1884,  Minnie  A.  Ingham  was  married  to  j 
Dr.  Edward  E.  Moore,  of  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  j 
and  to  them  came  the  following  children: 
Blanche  B..  born  April  30,  1883  ; .Henry  I., 
June  14,  1887;  George  N.,  November  27, 
1893:  Edward  I.,  Sentember  3,  1895  (died  \ 
March  12,  1897) . Mrs.  Moore  passed  away  j 
February  24,  1897. 

FRANK  ELMER  BOARDMAN.  one  of  \ 
the  most  energetic,  thorough  and  progressive 
farmers  of  the  town  of  Middletown,  Middle- 
sex county,  has  certainly  one  of  the  most  prof- 
itable farms  in  the  Westfield  District,  made 
so  by  his  careful  management  and  practical 
knowledge  of  agriculture,  acquired  for  the 
most  part  under  his  father. 

Frank  E.  Boardman  descends  from  Sam- 
uel Boreman  (the  ancient  spelling  of  the 
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name),  who  was  a son  of  Christopher  and  Ju- 
lia (Carter)  Boreman,  of  Claydon,  near  Ban- 
bury, Oxfordshire,  England.  Samuel  Bore- 
man  was  born  in  Ban'bury  in  1615,  was  bap- 
tized there  August  20,  1615,  and  about  1619 
. was  taken  by  his  parents  to  their  early  home 
at  Claydon.  After  reaching  mature  years 
Samuel  married  Mary  Betts,  of  Claydon, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Betts,  who  were 
residents  of  Claydon  in  1627,  but  afterward 
came  to  America,  where  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Boreman  Was  put  on  record  as  the  “ Widoe” 
Mary  Betts.  She  had  a portion  of  the  first 
grant  of  land  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  she 
died  in  the  summer  of  1647,  being  then  known 
as  the  “School  Dame.” 

Samuel  Boreman’s  first  appearance  as  a 
settler  in  New  England  was  at  Ispwich,  Mass., 
where  he  was  recorded  as  a cooper,  and  his 
land  was  recorded  August  22,  1639.  It  is 
■ surmised  that  he  came  to  the  country  in  1638. 
From  Ispwich,  Mass.,  he  removed  in  1641,  to 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  where,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  1673,  he  was  the  owner  of  about  350 
acres  of  land,  and  the  records  show  that  he  fre- 
quently held  public  office.  His  widow  died  in 
1 August,  1681,  aged  about  sixty-one  years.  Ten 
children  were  born  to  this  couple,  namely: 
Isaac,  born  February  3,  1642,  died  May  12, 
1719:  Mary,  born  February  14,  1644,  was  first 
married  to  John  Robbins,  and  second  to 
George  Dennison;  Sam'uel,  born  October  28, 

1 1648,  married  Sarah  Steele,  and  died  Decem- 
ber 23,  1720;  Joseph,  born  March  12,  1650, 
died  unmarried;  John,  born  June  12,  1653, 
died  in  1676;  Sarah,  horn  March  4,  1655,  was 
married  to'  Thomas  Fitch  ; Daniel,  born  Au- 
gust 4,  1658,  married  Hannah  Wright:  Jona- 
than, born  February  4,  1660,  married  Mercy 
Hubbard:  Nathaniel,  born  April  12,  1663, 

I married  Elizabeth  Strong;  and  Martha,  born 
1 August  12,  1666,  w'as  first  married  to  Benja- 
min  Crane  and  later  to  Samuel  Terry. 

Isaac  Boreman,  the  eldest  of  the  above 
named  family  of  children,  married  Abiah 
Kimberly,  who  was  horn  in  New  Haven  De- 
cember 19,  164.1,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Alice  Kimberly.  Isaac  Boreman  was  a farm- 
er, and  resided  in  Wethersfield,  on  the  west 
side  of  Main  street,  south  of  the  church,  lie 
held  many  offices  of  trust,  and  died  Mtav  12, 
1719,  three  days  after  the  death  of  his  eldest 
son,  also  named  Isaac.  He  was  followed  to 


the  grave  by  his  wife  January  6,  1722.  The 
children  born  to  this  couple  were  six  in  num- 
ber, viz.:  Isaac,  born  July  21,  1666,  married 

Rebecca  Benton,  and  died  May  9,  1719:  Sam- 
uel, born  July  7,  1668,  married  Mehitable 
Cadwell,  and  died  September  6,  1732;  Thom- 
as, born  November  14,  1671,  first  married 

Mary  Chittenden,  later  married  the  widow 
Sarah  Kilborn,  and  finally  wedded  Hannah 
Butler;  Sarah,  born  in-  1673,  was  married  to 
Samuel  Frary,  and  died  March  1,  1733;  Abiah 
died  February  8,  1740,  unmarried;  Eunice, 
born  June  29,  1682,  was  married  to1  Abraham 
Williams. 

Isaac  Boardman.  the  eldest  of  the  six  chil- 
dren mentioned  in  the  foregoing  paragraph, 
seems  to  have  changed  the  spelling  of  the  sur- 
name. On  December  7,  1699,  be  married  Re- 
becca Benton,  daughter  of  Widow  Benton,  and 
to  this  union  came  four  children,  viz.  : Isaac, 

born  September  11,  1700,  married  Elizabeth 
Griswold,  and  died  Alpril  20,  1776;  Edward, 
born  November  6,  1702,  married  Dorothy 

Smith,  and  died  April  28,  1772;  Josiah,  born 
June  30,  1705,  married  Rachel  Cole,  and 
died  January  29,  1781,  and  Ephraim,  born 
February  15,  1711,  married  Mehitable  Cole, 
and  died  January  2,  1761-62.  Isaac  Board- 
man,  the  father,  resided  in  Wethersfield  all  his 
days,  and  died  May  9,  1719,  three  days,  as 
has  been  stated,  prior  to  the  death  of  his  fa- 
ther. 

Josiah  Boardman,  the  third  in  the  above 
named  family,  removed  from  his  native  town 
of  Wethersfield  to  Middletown  and  settled 
with  the  Westfield  Society  November  29, 
1727.  Samuel  Galpin,  of  Kensington  parish, 
Middletown,  sold  to  Josiah  Boardman.  of  the 
same  parish,  100  acres  of  land  in  the  north- 
west corner  of  Middletown.  The  farm  of  his 
brother,  Edward,  lay  next  to  it.  Josiah  and 
wife  joined  the  Kensington  Congregational 
Church,  which  was  nearer  their  home  than  that 
of  Middletown,  and  he  held  memlrership  in 
this  congregation  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
January  29,  1781.  On  August  5.  1734.  he 
was  married  to  Rachel  Cole,  w ho  was  born  in 
1712.  and  died  February  29,  1782,  the  mother 
of  ten  children,  viz. : Rachel,  1x>m  Mav  24, 

1735.  died  December  6,  1751  ; Nathaniel,  born 
August  28,  1738,  died  February  17,  1740; 
Josiah,  born  August  26,  1740.  married  Han- 
nah Roys,  and  died  September  17,  1 77<> : Na- 
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thaniel,  born  November  12,  1742.  married  Eu- 
nice Moss,  and  died  April  9,  1807;  Joseph, 
born  November  15,  1744,  married  Eunice 
Porter;  Rebecca,  born  December  6,  1746,  was 
first  married  at  Cromwell  to  Adna  Cowles,  and 
later  to  a Mr.  Cook;  Asa,  born  May  9,  1749, 
died  September  10,  1752;  Ann,  born  April  18, 
1751,  died  September  17,  1751;  Rachel,  born 
September  16,  1753,  was  first  married  to  Hez- 
ekiah  Wilcox,  to  whom  she  bore  one  son,  also 
named  Hezekiah,  and  her  second  union  was  to 
Thomas  Scovil,  Jr.,  with  whom  she  at  once 
removed  to  Cheshire  county,  N.  H. ; Nathan, 
born  June  17,  1757,  married  Anna  Porter 
February  12,  1777. 

'Nathan  Boardman,  the  youngest  of  the 
above-named  children,  lived  in  the  Westfield 
Society,  on  a portion  of  his  father’s  farm  which 
he  later  inherited.  He  died  July  7,  1828,  and 
the  Middlesex  Gazette  of  July  9,  gave  the  fol- 
lowling  account  of  the  sad  event : “He  dined 

as  usual  with  his  family,  accompanied  his  son 
into  the  field  to  assist  in  loading  hay,  and  while 
in  the  act  of  descending  from  the  load  he  was 
perceived  to  stretch  himself  out,  and  when 
lifted  from  the  ground  he  had  ceased  to 
breathe.” 

Anna  (Porter)  Boardman  was  born  in 
Elast  Hartford  in  1752,  and  died  October  12, 
1807.  Nathan  Boardman  and  his  second  wife, 
Sally,  had  no  children.  There  were  six 
however,  by  the  first  union:  Ira,  born  Jan- 

uary 5,  1779,  is  mentioned  below;  Anna,  born 
in  1780,  was  married  to  Russell  Clark,  and 
died  December  25,  1817;  Rachel,  born  Oc- 
tober 19,  1781,  became  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Cole; 
Nathan,  born  March  2,  1789,  married  Sally 
Clark,  and  died  Mlarch  4,  1835;  Laura,  born 
in  1791,  died  unmarried  January  29,  1842  ; 
James  P.,  born  in  1793,  married  Mrs.  Sarah 
M.  C.  Bradley,  of  Portland,  Conn.,  and  died 
Nbv ember  27,  1848,  but  had  no'  family. 

Ira  Boardman,  the  eldest  of  the  children 
born  to  Nathan  and  Anna  ( Porter)  Boardman, 
was  a farmer  by  vocation,  and  lived  on  the 
old  homestead  at  Westfield.  To  his  marriage, 
November  26,  1800,  with  Miss  Sibyl  Treat, 
who  was  born  May  1 , 1 782,  daughter  of  Amos 
and  Mary  (Wilcox)  Treat,  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Benjamin  Franklin,  born 

January  23,  1802,  died  October  15,  1822,  in 
Bristol,  R.  I. ; Eliza,  born  December  12,  1804, 
died  unmarried  in  1834;  Angelina  born  De- 


cember 18,  1806,  died  single  in  1834;  Emilius 
eyas  the  grandfather  of  Frank  E.  Boardman; 
Susannah  G.  was  married  August  15,  1839,  at 
Cromwell,  to  David  Church,  of  Haddam ; and 
Mary  Sophia,  baptized  August  1,  1819,  was 
married  September  15,  1841,  to  Willard  K. 

Burr,  and  died  July  16,  1881.  Amos  Treat, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Ira  Boardman,  was  a de- 
scendant in  the  sixth  generation  from  Richard 
Treat,  of  Wethersfield,  through  his  son,  Gov. 
Robert  Treat.  Ira  Boardman  passed  away 
June  28,  1833,  and  Mrs.  Sibyl  (Treat)  Board- 
man  survived  until  May  16,  1861. 

Emilius  Boardman,  the  fourth  of  the  above 
enumerated  children,  was  a farmer  in  the 
Westfield  District  of  Middletown,  just  north 
of  the  present  home  of  his  grandson,  Frank 

E.  Boardman.  He  was  a prudent  and  indus- 
trious husbandman,  and  by  steady  accumula- 
tions became  well-to-do.  He  first  married 
Amanda  Stone,  who  was  born  February  9, 

1807,  daughter  of  Heman  Stone,  of  North 
Madison,  and  this  union  was  graced  with  three 
children,  viz. : Jane  A.,  who  was  born  De- 

cember 31,  1836,  was  married  to  Ralph  Love- 
land, a farmer,  and  died  in  Westfield;  George 

F. ,  who  was  the  father  of  Frank  E.,  and 
Pihcebe  A.,  who  was  born  February  9,  1844, 
and  died  November  4,  1854.  Mrs.  Boardman 
died  November  4,  1858,  and  for  his  second  » 
wife  Emilius  Boardman  chose  Mrs.  Mary 
Ann  Southmayd,  of  Durham,  the  widow  of  ; 
William  Southmayd,  daughter  of  James  and 
Ruth  Tucker,  and  the  mother  of  William  P. 
Southmayd,  a review  of  whose  life  will  be 
found  elsewhere.  No  children  were  born  to 
this  union.  Emilius  Boardman  died  March 

28,  1883.  His  remains  were  interred  in  the 
Miner  cemetery,  and  his  wife  followed  him  to 
the  grave  in  six  days,  passing  away  April  3, 
1883;  both  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

George  Franklin  Boardman,  the  second 
child  of  Emilius,  was  born  June  25,  1842,  near 
Westfield  Center,  and  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict school  and  the  select  school  of  Daniel  H. 
Chase  in  Middletown.  He  aided  in  the  work 
of  the  home  farm  until  he  purchased  his  late 
home  from  Arthur  Boardman,  at  that  time  a 
tract  of  about  forty  acres,  to  Which  he  added 
from  time  to  time,  and  made  many  improve- 
ments thereon,  including  all  the  present  build- 
ings. At  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  200 
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acres,  all  in  a high  state  of  cultivation.  Mr. 
Boardman  was  of  slender  'build,  but  very 
strong,  and  could  accomplish  a great  deal  of 
work  in  a day.  He  was  quiet  in  his  deport- 
ment, and  cared  nothing  for  public  office,  but 
never  failed  to  cast  his  vote  for  the  Republican 
party.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Westfield  Grange,  in  which  he  held  various  of- 
fices, including  that  of  treasurer.  In  religion 
he  was  a member  of  the  Westfield  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  was  very  active  in  its  af- 
fairs, and  held  various  offices  in  the  same. 

George  F.  Boardman  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, November  20,  1865,  with  Mrs.  Anna 
Elizabeth  Kenyon,  who'  was  born  May  10, 
1837,  daughter  of  John  H.  and  Anna  (Ken- 
yon) Knowles,  and  widow  of  John  C.  Ken- 
yon, of  South  Kingston,  R.  I.  Mr.  Kenyon, 
a farmer,  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Seventh 
Rhode  Island  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg.  Two 
children  crowned  the  marriage  of  George  F. 
and  Anna  E.  Boardman,  viz.  : Frank  Elmer 

was  born  January  3,  1867.  Clarence  E.,  born 
March  18,  1869,  is  a taxidermist;  he  is  un- 
married, and  resides  with  his  mother  in  her 
fine  home  in  Westfield,  built  in  1895.  George 
F.  Boardman  passed  away  April  21,  1890,  hon- 
ored by  the  entire  community,  and  his  remains 
lie  in  the  Miner  cemetery. 

Frank  Elmer  Boardman  was  born  in  the 
house  he  still  occupies,  was  educated  in  the 
district  school  and  the  Middletown  high 
school,  and  graduated  from  the  Wilbraham 
(Mass.)  Business  University  in  1883.  On 
his  return  home  he  assisted  his  father  in  the 
management  of  the  farm,  and  at  the  death  of 
the  latter  assumed  full  charge,  being  now  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  general  farming  and  dai- 
rying, and  also  in  the  manufacture  of  “Board- 
man  s Complete  Fertilizer,’’  for  potatoes  and 
general  crops.  He  began  the  sale  of  this  now 
famous  brand  in  1896,  and  his  orders  for  the 
same  have  ever  since  been  constantly  on  the 
increase.  He  had  been  agent  for  other  fertil- 
izing preparations,  but  his  own  has  been  found 
to  be  superior  to  them  all.  Mr.  Boardman  is 
agent  for  the  1).  M.  Osborne  Company,  of  Au- 
burn, N.  Y.,  manufacturers  of  farming  imple- 
ments, and  the  W.  Eddy  Plow  Company,  of 
Greenwich,  New  York.  lie  is  likewise  an 
extensive  dealer  in  live  stock,  and  is  a breeder 
of  thoroughbred  Holsteins,  and  for  two  years 


took  the  sweepstakes  prize  on  milch  cows  at 
the  State  Fair  at  Meriden,  besides  many  prizes 
at  other  fairs. 

Mr.  Boardman  was  married  October  9, 
1888,  in  Westfield,  to  Miss  Edith  L.  Clark, 
who  was;  born  August  1,  1869,  in  Moodus, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Francis  L.  and  Lydia  M. 
(Dodge)  Clark,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
carpenter.  Mr.  Clark  died  in  Branford,  Conn,, 
and  his  widow  is  now  living  in  Chicago,  111. 
Mrs.  Boardman  was  the  eldest  in  a family  of 
three  children ; the  other  two  were  Mary,  who 
died  in  infancy;  and  Elizabeth  F.,  who  died 
when  eleven  years  old.  The  two1  children  that 
have  blessed  the  union  of  Air.  and  Mrs.  Frank 
E.  Boardman  are  Harold  E.,  born  November 
2,  1892,  and  Raymond  H.,  born  November  5, 
1895,  both  bright  children. 

In  politics  Air.  Boardman  is  a Republican, 
and  he  is  at  present  a member  of  the  district 
school  committee.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Westfield,  and  for 
several  years  was  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. A charter  member  of  the  West- 
field  Grange,  he  has  been  master  thereof  for 
the  past  five  years,  and  has  also  been  overseer 
of  Pomona  Grange,  of  the  county,  of  which  he 
is  now  master.  He  is  what  is  called,  in  com- 
mon parlance,  a “hustler,”  and  is  certainly  one 
of  the  most  progressive  men  in  Middlesex; 
county.  His  business  capabilities  and  strict 
integrity  have  won  for  him  the  unfeigned  re- 
spect of  the  entire  community  in  which  he 
lives,  and  the  social  standing  of  himself  and 
family  is  all  that  could  be  desired. 

CHARLES  GABRIELLE  (deceased) 
was  a highly  respected  citizen  of  Middletown, 
Middlesex  county,  where  he  died  Alarch  16, 
1895.  There  reside  his  widow  and  two  daugh- 
ters, highly  respected  people,  who  move  in  the 
best  circles. 

Charles  Gabrielle  was  horn  August  6. 
1814,  in  West  Suffield,  Conn.,  son  of  William 
Gabrielle,  and  grandson  of  Peter  Gabrielle.  a 
native  of  France,  who  fought  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  The  Gabrielle  family  descended 
from  this  gallant  soldier,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  with  LaFavette.  I le  was  taken 
prisoner,  and  was  confined  for  a time  in  the 
old  Newgate  prison.  lie  escaped  thence 
through  the  connivance  and  cooperation  of  the 
daughter  of  the  prison  keeper,  and  they  were 


408 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


afterward  married,  and  settled  in  Old  Mil- 
ford. Among  their  children  was  William,  the 
father  of  Charles,  who  was  born  in  Old  Mil- 
ford. He  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaking, 
and  at  one  time  had  charge  of  the  shoemakers 
in  old  Newgate.  He  reached  a great  age,  and 
died  at  West  Suffield.  He  was  the  father  of 
the  following  named  children:  Jane,  who 

married  Cyrus  Pomery  lived  and  died  in  Suf- 
field. William  at  one  time  kept  a hotel  at 
Granby,  Conn.,  and  in  his  later  years  was  in 
that  business  at  West  Randolph,  Vt.  Charles 
is  mentioned  below.  Andrew  was  a shoe  mer- 
chant m Hartford  for  many  years.  Maria 
married  David  Strong.  Eliza  married  Frank 
Slocum.  John,  a merchant  tailor,  resides  at 
Binghamton,  New  York. 

Charles  Gabrielle  was  reared  in  West  Suf- 
field. where  he  attended  school,  and,  like  many 
of  the  young  men  of  the  community,  he 
learned  the  trade  of  cigarmaking.  Prior  to 
his  marriage  he  came  to  Hartford  and  found 
employment  in  Parker’s  celebrated  dye  shop. 
He  was  married  in  that  city,  March  27,  1841, 
to  Miss  Mary  Dickinson,  who1  was  born  June 
24,  1818,  at  Rock  Fall,  Conn.,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Roberts)  Dickinson.  Her 
mother  died  in  1825.  Her  father  was  born 
July  7,  1787,  is  Middletown,  son  of  Jacob 
Dickinson,  who  was  born  in  1740,  and  who 
married  Grace  Redfield,  born  in  1760,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Redfield.  John  Dickinson  was 
a trader.  He  died  in  1878  in  Norwich,  at  the 
great  age  of  ninety-one  years.  He  was  twice 
married,  and  by  his  first  wife  had  two  chil- 
dren— Samuel,  who  died  in  Middletown,  and 
Mary,  Mrs.  Gabrielle.  His  second  wife  was 
Cecilia  ( Bishop)  Galpin,  widow  of  Joseph 
Galpin,  and  they  also  had  two  children : Ade- 
line, who  married  William  Johnson,  an  Epis- 
copal clergyman  and  John  R.,  who  lives  in 
Hartford.  Mrs.  Cecilia  ( Bishop)  Dickinson 
by  her  first  husband  had  also  two  children: 
William,  who  lived  and  died  in  Middletown" 
and  Emily,  who  married  Henry  Bacon. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Gabrielle  located 
in  Bristol  Conn.,  where  he  was  employed  in 
the  clock  factories.  He  lost  considerable 
money  by  the  failure  of  the  Jerome  clock  fac- 
tory, where  he  held  a responsible  position.  His 
health  failed,  and  being  advised  to  go  into  the 
country,  he  removed  to  Middlefield,  and 
bought  the  home  now  occupied  by  Lieut.  Gov. 


Mills,  where  he  spent  the  next  five  years,  to 
the  very  great  benefit  of  his  health.  In  i860 
he  sold  the  farm  and  removed  to  Middletown, 
where  he  took  charge  of  the  “Douglass  Hotel.” 
There  he  remained  three  years,  at  the  end  jof 
that  time  removing  to  Hartford,  where  for 
five  years  he  was  in  the  hotel  business  on 
North  Main  street.  He  spent  the  same  length 
of  time  as  a hotel  man  at  Colchester,  Conn., 
and  then  gave  up  the  hotel  interests  which  he 
had  successfully  handled  and  went  to  Nor- 
wich, in  1888  coming  back  to  Middletown. 
Here  he  died  March  16,  1895,  and  was  buried 
in  Indian  Hill  cemetery.  Mr.  Gabrielle  was 
a stanch  Republican.  After  he  retired  from 
business  he  devoted  himself  to  his  family  and 
his  home.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born 
children  as  follows:  Mary  Jane  died  when 

seventeen  years  old.  Charles  D.  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years.  Grace  R.  and  Ger- 
trude L.,  twins,  are  both  unmarried  and  reside 
with  their  mother.  Mr.  Gabrielle  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church,  to'  which  his 
widow  also  belongs. 

ROLLIN  USHER  TYLER.  In  the  rec- 
ords of  the  New'  Haven  Colony  mention  is 
made  of  Roger  Tyler  as  early  as  1650.  He 
died  January  27,  1673.  There  is  also1  a refer- 
ence to  a Roger  Tyler,  Jr.,  who  died  at  Wall- 
ingford, where  he  was  one  of  the  original  pro- 
prietors. He  may  have  been  a son  of  Roger, 
Sr.,  and  the  records  also  show  there  were  four 
brothers,  George,  Peter,  Francis,  and  Charles, 
who  were  settlers  tin  Branford  as  early  as 
1667.  It  is  altogether  likely  they  were  also 
the  sons  of  Roger  Tyler,  Sr.  Francis  was  an 
iron  worker,  as  is  stated  in  the  deeds,  and  he 
is  first  found  in  Branford  as  an  original  signer 
“of  the  New  Plantation  and  Church  Cove- 
nant,” January  20,  1667.  He  drew  a lot  there 
in  1679,  and  in  1688  joined  the  Church. 
George  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ben- 
net  Tyler,  the  well  known  theologaan  and  pres- 
ident of  Dartmouth  College ; also  of  Col. 
Abraham  Tyler,  of  Haddam,  who'  fought  in 
the  Revolution.  Peter  was  deputy  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  in  1703-4,  having  been  “pro- 
pounded” for  freeman  at  a court  at  Hartford 
as  early  as  May  9,  1662.  On  March  7, 
1687-8,  Peter  Tyler  is  spoken  of  as  one  of  the 
“seven  pillars”  on  the  first  entry  of  the  regu- 
lar church  organization  at  Branford.  His  will 
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was  made  March  14,  1712,  and  was  probated 
April  7 following. 

Francis  Tyler  was  the  paternal  ancestor 
of  Rollin  U.  Tyler.  He  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  Page,  who  was 
probably  his  second  wjife.  She  died  before 
1712.  He  survived  his  wife,  dying  in  March 
or  April  1712.  He  had  children  as  follows: 
(1)  Abigail,  horn  in  1681,  was  unmarried  in 
1720.  (2)  Samuel,  baptized  at  Branford  in 

April,  1695,  died  unmarried  about  1720.  (3) 

Sarah,  baptized  at  Branford  in  1697,  married 
David  Arnold,  of  Hacldam.  (4)  Nathaniel, 
baptized  at  Branford  May,  1699,  married, 
I about  1723,  Anne  Arnold,  horn  September 
1 23>  I7°5-  daughter  of  Deacon  Joseph  and  Su- 
sannah Smith  Arnold,  of  Hacldam.  (5)  Na- 
than, baptized  at  Branford  in  1706,  died 
before  March  4,  1712.  (6)  Mary,  born  at 

' Branford,  married  John  Burgis.  (7)  Anne 
died  young. 

Nathaniel  Tyler,  son  of  Francis,  the  an- 
cestor, was  a leading  man  in  his  town  and 
prominent  in  its  affairs.  He  was  a shipwright 
and  was  building  vessels  at  Haddam  as  early 
as  1734.  He  died  there  in  1774,  aged  seventy- 
five,  his  wife  surviving  him.  Their  children 
were:  (1)  Anne,  born  April  11,  1724,  married 
August  3,  1743,  John  Fiske,  Jr.  (2)  Susanna, 
born  October  23,  1726,  was  married  (first) 
July  28,  1743,  to  Timothy  White,  of  East 
Haddam.  She  married  (second)  in  July, 
177°-  'Capt.  John  Smith,  of  Haddam.  She 
died  September  17,  1819,  aged  ninety-three. 
(3)  Nathaniel,  born  November  19,  1728,  re- 
moved from  Haddam  to  Ohio  in  1822,  and 
died  near  Twinsburg,  that  state,  at  the  ad- 
| vanced  age  of  over  one  hundred  years.  (4) 
j Joseph,  born  February  5,!  1730-31,  married 
] Lydia  Cone,  of  Haddam:  he  moved  in  [804 
| to  Leyden,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  about  1814. 
1(5)  Samuel,  born  September  16,  1733,  mar- 
j ried  Abigail,  daughter  of  Nehemiah  and  Es- 
ther Dickinson.  Tie  died  in  Haddam  August 
I 17-  1816.  (6)  Nathan,  horn  April  26,  1736, 

j married  Experience  Smith.  He  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  army  as  an  ensign.  lie  died 
October  13,  1805,  aged  sixty-nine.  (7)  James, 
lw>rn  October  12,  1738,  died  F darn  ary  24, 
DSo-.S1-  (8)  Sarah,  born  February  25, 
1 740-4  >.  married  John  Smith,  of  Haddam, 
and  died  April  27,  17118,  aged  twenty-seven. 
(9)  Captain  Simon,  great-grandfather  of  Rol- 


lin U.  Tyler,  born  July  23,  1744,  died  July 
25,  1813.  (10)  Mary  was  born  March  3, 

1746-47. 

Capt.  Simon  Tyler  married  Lucy,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Lucy  Church.  She 
was  born  in  1749,  and  died  in  1835,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six,  surviving  her  husband 
twenty-two  years.  He  was  a captain  in  the 
American  service,  was  captured  on  Long 
Island  Sound,  and  was  imprisoned  in  the  “Old 
New  York  sugar  house.”  In  1777  he  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  and  the  freeman’s  oath  in 
Haddam.  To  this  worthy  patriot  and  his 
wife  were  born  nine  children:  (1)  Daniel, 

born  in  1769,  died  October  3,  1855,  aged 
eighty-six.  He  married  Charlotte  Barrett,  of 
Hartford.  (2)  Samuel,  born  in  1770,  mar- 
ried Bethia  Randall,  of  East  Haddam.  He 
died  November  13,  1851,  aged  eighty-one 
(3)  Cynthia,  born  March  6,  1774,  married 
(first)  May  4,  1804,  Chauncey  Brainerd,  and 
(second)  Capt.  John  Smith.  She  died  April 
12,  1864,  aged  ninety.  (4)  Simon,  born  in 
1776,  married  Sarah  Clark,  of  Haddam,  and 
died  December  25  1863,  aged  eighty-seven. 
(5)  Selden,  born  June  3,  1782,  married  Sarah 
Randall,  of  East  Haddam.  He  died  March 
20,  1871,  aged  eighty-nine.  (6)  David,  born 
August  14  1785,  married  Dolly  Clark,  of 
Haddam.  He  died  November  27,  1872,  aged 
eighty-seven.  (7)  Fanna,  horn  in  1787,  died 
October  1,  1795,  aged  eight.  (8)  Warren, 
born  August  9,  1792  died  May  2,  i860.  (9) 

Hemlan,  born  December  4,  1795,  married  Har- 
riet Clark,  of  Haddam.  He  died  March  16. 
1868,  in  his  seventy-third  year.  All  of  the 
seven  brothers  above  named,  sons  of  Capt. 
Simon  Tyler,  were  shipbuilders  and  mariners. 

Grandfather  Warren  Tyler  was  born  Au- 
gust 9,  1792,  and  died  May  2.  i860.  He  mar- 
ried Susan  Clark,  daughter  of  Warren  and 
Ruea  (Shaler)  Clark,  of  Haddam.  Mrs.  Tv- 
ler  was  born  October  30.  1801,  and  died  May 
9,  1896,  aged  nearly  ninety-five.  lie  was 
largely  engaged  in  shipbuilding,  and  was  also 
the  captain  of  various  vessels,  engaged  mostly 
in  the  European  trade,  lie  built  the  ship 
“Manchester,’’  at!  Haddam  about  1845,  and 
was  in  command  of  her  during  several  voy- 
ages. In  the  winter  of  1846-7  the  “Man- 
chester' was  chartered  to  make  a special  trip 
to  Ireland  with  food  supplies  for  the  relief  of 
the  people  who  were  suffering  there  from  the 


410 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


then  existing  famine.  Capt.  Tyler  was  in 
command.  The  ship  was  heavily  loaded  in 
New!  York,  with  shelled  corn  in  bulk.  Dur- 
ing the  voyage  overmuch  stormy  weather  was 
encountered,  and  the  corn  in  her  hold  shifted 
so  that  the  vessel  listed  so  much  that  a con- 
siderable part  of  the  cargo  had  to  be  thrown 
overboard,  to-  save  the  ship.  She  put  into 
Cork  harbor,  for  orders,  and  then  proceeded 
to  Galway,  where  the  remaining  cargo  was 
delivered  to  the  grateful  people,  many  of 
whom  had  never  seen  our  Indian  corn.  The 
Manchester  was  one  of  the  first  vessels  to 
carry  corn  for  the  relief  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. Capt.  Tyler  was  a man  of  influence  in 
his  tow|n,  was  first  selectman  a few  years,  and 
also  held  other  town  offices.  He  was  one  of 
the  original  directors  of  the  Deep  River  Na- 
tional Bank. 

To  Capt.  Tyler  and  his  wife,  Susan 
(Clark)  were  horn  children  as  follows,  (i) 
Alpheus  Williams,  horn  July  9,  1828,  is  men- 
tioned below.  (2)  Warren  Clark,  born  Feb- 
ruary  19,  1832,  died  Mafrch  3,  1847,  aged 
fifteen.  (3)  Susan  Maria,  born  November 
26,  1835,  married  Capt.  Orlando  S.  Shader, 
who  died  at  sea  October  4,  1873.  She  is  liv- 
ing in  Tylerville.  They  had  two  sons, — (a ) 
Irving  Tyler,  born  May  19,  1865,  married 
Edith  M.  Webb,  of  Higganum,  May  24, 
1899;  he  was  a representative  from  Haddam 
in  1899.  (b)  Edwin  Ellis,  born  August  16, 

1870,  is  unmarried. 

Alpheus  Williams  Tyler,  the  father  of  Rol- 
lin  U.  Tyler,  was  born  July  9,  1828,  and  was 
educated  in  Wilbraham,  Mass.  He  followed 
farming  as  his  business  for  life,  and  has  al- 
ways been  an  influential  citizen  of  the  town. 
For  about  thirty  years  he  has  been  a member 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  serving  as  secre- 
tary and  acting  school  visitor  for  ten  years. 
For  three  years  he  was  first  selectman,  and  at 
various  periods  of  his  life  has  filled  most  of 
the  town  offices.  In  1874,  while  representing 
the  town  in  the  State  Legislature,  he  was  * 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  agriculture.  He 
has  been  a director  in  the  Deep  River  Na- 
tional Bank  for  over  forty  years. 

Alpheus  Williams  Tyler  was  married,  De- 
cember 29,  1857,  to  Melissa  Usher,  daughter 
of  Selden  and  Sarah  (Hubbard)  Usher.  She 
was  born  September  8,  1835,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary  in  the 


class  of  1856.  To'  them  were  born:  (1)  1 

Warren  graduated  from  Wesleyan  Academy,  1 
Wilbraham,  Mass.,  in  1879,  and  from  Wes- 
leyan University,  Middletown,  in  the  class  of 
1883,  and  from  the  Boston  Law  School  in 
1886.  He  is  now  cashier  of  the  Polk  County 
National  Bank,  in  Bartow,  Fla.  He  married 
September  11,  1889,  Marie  E.,  daughter  of 
George  and  Frances  (Starkey)  Pratt  of  Es- 
sex, Conn.  (2)  Rollin  Usher  is  our  subject. 

(3)  Mary  Noyes,  born  July  6,  1868,  gradu- 
ated from  Hartford  high  school  in  the  class  1 
of  1885,  and  from  Wellesley  College  in  the  / 
class  of  1890.  She  married  June  22,  1893, 
Frederick  H.  Jones,  of  Andover,  Mass.,  and 
resides  at  Wakefield  Mass.  (4)  Selden  Will-  t 
iams,  born  August  27,  1872,  graduated  from 
Phillips  Academy,  Andover,  Mass.,  class  of 
1891  and  from  Yale  College  class  of  1895.  1 

He  married,  October  22,  1900,  Ethel  Howe, 
daughter  of  John  M.  and  Margaret  (Howe) 
Pefley,  of  Wakefield,  Mass.  He  has  been  in 
business  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Lynn,  Mass. 

Rollin  Usher  Tyler,  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view, is  one  of  the  youngest  members  of  the 
Middlesex  County  Bar.  His  early  education,  j 
was  obtained  in  the  public  schools,  and  at 
Brainerd  Academy,  in  Haddam,  his  native 
town.  He  attended  the  Middletown  high 
school  for  two  years,  and  graduated  at  Wes-  f 
leyan  Academy,  'Wilbraham,  Mass.,  in  1882.  I 
Entering  Yale  College  the  same  year,  he  grad- 
uated at  the  age  of  twenty-one  from  that  in- 
stitution in  1886.  The  next  three  years  he 
taught  Greek,  Latin  and  Mathematics  at 
Nichols  Academy,  Dudley,  Mass.,  after  which 
he  continued  the  same  line  of  work  for  a year 
at  the  Stevens  school,  at  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  and  j 
as  a private  tutor  at  Oyster  Bay,  L.  I.  He 
spent  three  years  at  the  Yale  and  Harvard  | 
Law  Schools,  receiving  the  degree  of  LL.  B. 
at  Yale  in  1893,  and  being  admitted  to  prac- 
tice at  Middletown  in  July  of  that  year.  He 
has  made  public  addresses,  and  published  arti- 
cles upon  matters  of  local  history  and  geneal- 
ogy, in  which  he  takes  much  interest.  For 
several  years  he  has  been  clerk  of  the  Had- 
dam Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  is 
a member.  In  1898  he  was  the  Democratic 
candidate  for  State  senator  in  the  Twenty- 
first  District,  which  isl  strongly  Republican,  . 
and  was  defeated.  In  1900  he  was  eleccted,  j 
as  a Democrat,  one  of  the  representatives  from  j 
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laddam  in  the  General  Assembly,  a position 
ccupied  by  bis  father,  Alpheus  W.  Tyler,  in 
873  and  1874;  by  his  grandfather  Capt. 
Varren  Tyler,  in  1836  and  1837;  and  by  his 
reat-grandfather,  Jonathan  Usher,  in  1823. 
n the  House  Mr.  Tyler  wlas  a member  of  the 
ommittees  on  Cities  and  Boroughs,  on  Con- 
titutional  Amendments  (House),  and  on 
Constitutional  Convention.  On  the  question 
f calling  a convention  he  took  the  position 
oat  there  was  a reasonable  demand  for  con- 
titutional  reformi,  that  it  could  not  be  much 
)nger  delayed,  and  that  it  would  be  wiser  to 
all  a convention  now  than  to  wait  until  in- 
'easing  agitation  should  sweep  away  town 
^presentation  altogether.  He  accordingly 
Produced  the  Convention  bill,  and  worked 
or  its  passage,  both  in  committee  and  on  the 
oor  of  the  House,,  successfully.  His  con- 
:ituents  thought  differently  and  defeated  him 
s a candidate  for  delegate  by  a vote  of  304 
) 73.  Since  then  Mr.  Tyler  has  been  prac- 
cing  his  profession  in  Deep  River  and  Mid- 
letowln.  He  resides  with  his  parents  at  the 
id  home  in  Tylerville.  As  a lawyer  he  en- 
>ys  the  confidence  of  the  legal  profession  of 
le  county,  and  is  a )public-spfirited  citizen. 

straightforward  and  honorable  man,  he  has 
cured  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him,  and 
as  many  warm  personal  friends. 

CHARLES  D.  MOWRY,  a prominent 
tizen  of  Middletown,  holds  the  very  respon- 
ble  position  of  foreman  of  the  galvanizing 
apartment  of  the  Wilcox  Crittenden  Com- 
iny,  in  that  city,  and  has  a large  force  of  men 
ider  his  direction. 

The  first  of  his  family  in  America  was 
>hn  Mowry  (a  son  of  Roger  Mowry),  who 
une  to  Boston,  where  he  was  made  a freeman 

1631.  He  was  a younger  brother  of  Na- 
aniel  Mowry,  and  a genealogy  of  the  de- 
endants  of  his  brother  has  been  prepared 
id  printed,  '['he  Mowry  family  are  quite  nu- 
erous  in  Rhode  Island.  John  Mowry  lived 
id  died  at  what  is  now  North  Smithfield, 
s death  occurring  previous  to  May  8,  1695. 
e was  the  father  of  John  (2),  Meribah  and 
xpericnce. 

John  Mowry  (2)  married  (first)  April 
>.  i7ot-  Marjory  Whipple,  a daughter  oij 
eazer  Whipple,  of  Providence.  Their  cliil- 
en  were:  Mary,  Ananias,  Phillip,  John, 
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Abigail,  Mjarjory,  Amy  and  Meribah.  After 
the  death  of  the  mother  of  these  children,  Mr. 
Mowry  married,  July  9,  1722,  Johannah 

Packard,  who  bore  him  two  children,  Ezekiel 
and  Lydia.  Mr.  Mowry  died  September  19, 
] 732,  and  his  widow  afterward  married  Henry 
Mowry,  a cousin  to  her  first  husband. 

Ananias  Mowry  married  in  1735  Zeruiah 
(surname  not  given),  of  Smithfield,  where 
she  was  born  in  1718.  She  died  in  1806,  and 
her  husband  passed  away  in  1789,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  These  were  their  chil- 
dren: Phillip,  Ananias,  John,  David,  Gideon, 
Roger.  Zeruiah  and  Sarah. 

Phillip  Mowry,  the  eldest  of  the  above 
family,  was  born  November  11,  1738.  In 
1762  he  married  Elizabeth  Newell,  born  in 
1741.  She  died  in  1825,  and  her  husband  sur- 
vived until  1828.  Their  children  were:  Jona- 
than, Seth,  Lydia,  Mary,  Eliza,  Phillip,  Ze- 
ruiah, John,  Sarah  and  Moses. 

Jonathan  Mowry,  eldest  son  of  Phillip, 
was  born  in  1763,  and  died  in  1818.  Patience 
Twitched,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  Twitched, 
became  his  wife  in  1789.  They  had  the  fol- 
lowing children  : Levi,  grandfather  of  Charles 
D.,  born  January  12,  1790;  Lucy,  who  mar- 
ried Joel  Aldrich;  Dutee;  Dan;  Sarah,  who 
married  John  Colwell ; and  Newell.  For  his 
second  wife,  Jonathan  Mowry  married  Febru- 
ary 10,  1799.  Ruth  Maclntire,  of  Gloucester, 
daughter  of  Simeon  Maclntire,  born  Novem- 
ber 27  r 1777.  She  died  February  24,  1865,  the 
mother  of  the  following  children:  Samuel, 

born  June  20,  1800;  Spencer,  November  27, 
1802;  Nelson,  June  20,  1804  (died  Novem- 
ber 8.  1826)  ; George  Washington,  October 
7,  1806  (died  October  9,  1861);  Patience, 
December  7,  1808  (died  December  11.  1831); 
Phillip,  December  17,  1810  (died  in  child- 
hood) ; and  Elizabeth,  September  13.  1813. 

Levi  Mowry,  eldest  son  of  Jonathan,  lived 
in  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  business  as  a cotton  manufacturer,  his  fac- 
tory being  in  the  outskirts  of  that  city.  The 
latter  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  retirement, 
and  he  died  October  10.  1863.  He  married 
Alpha  Aldrich,  of  Naaman,  who  died  [ulv  28, 
1868,  at  Pleasant  Plains.  III.  Their  children 
were:  Mark  Aldrich,  horn  June  12.  1815; 

Dutee;  Lyman,  horn  April  16,  1819.  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Whiting,  of  Whitinsville,  Mass., 
and  died  January  14,  1855;  Lewis  A.,  born 
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May  27,  18.21,  who  located  at  Pleasant  Plains, 
111.  (his  mother  was  a member  of  his  house- 
hold at  the  time  of  her  death)  ; Miranda  Bal- 
lou, born  January  29,  1824,  who  married  Bax- 
ter Arnold,  and  lived  at  Woonsocket,  where 
her  husband  was  engaged  in  farming;  Mar- 
tin, who.  went  to  Missouri  to  engage  in  min- 
ing; George,  deceased  in  1877;  and  Jarvis 
Hiram,  born  May  28,  1827,  who  died  March 
11,  1830. 

Dutee  Mowry,  father  of  Charles  D.,  was 
born  March  19,  1817,  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
spent  his  early  life  near  Woonsocket.  In  the 
early  'fifties  he  went  to  California  in  search 
of  gold,  making  the  outward  journey  by  Cape 
Horn.  Locating  in  San  Francisco,  he  became 
established  in  business,  and  lived  there  until 
his  death,  in  1892.  On  October  7,  1841,  Mr. 
Mowry  was  married  to  Anna  Maria  Thayer, 
who  was  born  February  15,  1825,  a daugh- 
ter of  Hiram  and  Sarah  ( Pierce)  Thayer,  and 
who  died  January  4,  1893,  at  the  home  of 
Charles  D.  Mowry,  in  Middletown.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Ellen  M.,  born  August  7,  1843,  married  John 
J.  Coburn,  and  is  now  living  at  South  Fram- 
ingham, Mass.  Charles  D.  is  mentioned  be- 
low. Dutee  B.,  born  April  17,  1849,  who  in 
early  manhood  changed  his  name  to  Byron 
D.,  lives  in  Carterville,  Mo.,  where  he  is  one 
of  the  well  known  men  of  the  town ; he  has 
served  several  terms  as  mayor  of  Carterville, 
and  is  now  superintendent  of  the  water  works, 
has  considerable  mining  interests,  and  a flat- 
tering insurance  business;  on  September  28, 
1879,  he  married  Hattie  L.  Cohen,  and  has 
three  children,  Nellie  M.,  Arthur  B.  and  Inez, 

Charles  D.  Mowry  was  born  December  11, 
1846,  in  Woonsocket,  R.  L,  where  he  lived  un- 
til March,  1861,  when  he  removed  with  the 
family  to  Presque  Isle,  Maine.  He  received  a 
common  school  education.  At  the  first  call 
for  troops  he  left  school,  in  1 861,  and  enlisted 
in  Company  I,  Seventh  Maine  Volunteer  In 
fantry,  under  Capt.  Henry  Rolfe.  On  ac- 
count of  the  objection  of  his  mother  he  was 
unable  to  secure  admission  into  the  service. 
In  1862  he  ran  away  from  home  and  walked 
forty  miles  to  Houlton,  Maine,  and  enlisted  in 
what  was  later  Company  G,  Ninth.  Maine  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  under  Capt.  Hines.  His 
mother  again  objected,  and  he  was  brought 


home.  On  September  3,  1863,  he  made  his 
third  enlistment,  this  time  as  a recruit  in  Com- 
pany C,  Seventeenth  Maine  Volunteer  Infan-  i 
try,  under  Capt.  Edward  Moore  and  Col.  C.  ! 
P.  Mattox,  now  living  in  Portland,  Maine. 
Mr.  Mowry  joined  his  regiment  in  Culpeper, 
Va.,  and  served  until  March  24,  1864,  when  he 
was  sent  to.  the  general  hospital  for  disabil- 
ity. He  was  given  a permanent  detail  in  the 
dispensaries  of  the  medical  department  at 
Grace  Church  and  Sickles  Hospital,  at  Alex- 
andria, Va,,  and  remained  there  on  duty  until  1 
the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  mustered  1 
out  May  23,  1865,  at  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  young  soldier  returned  to  Presque  ( 
Isle,  and  attended  the  local  academy  for  a 
year.  In  1866  he  went  to  Boston  to  enter  the  I 
employ  of  W eeks  & Potter,  wholesale  drug-  I 
gists.  He  was  with  them  for  a few  months  ! 
and  then  became  an  employe  of  the  Bailey  | 
Wringer  Company,  at  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  J 
There  he  remained  three  years,  learning  the  i 
galvanizing  trade  thoroughly,  and  at  the  end  f 
of  that  time  removed  to  Cambridge,  Mass.,  I 
where  he  established  and  for  four  years  super-  , 
intended  the  galvanizing  works  of  the  Dover  r 
Stamping  Company,  having  charge  of  thirty  I 
men.  I11  January,  1875,  he  resigned  at  Cam-  ? 
bridge  and  came  to  Middletown  to.  assume  the  * 
duties  of  the  position  he  now  holds.  He  has  ; 
charge  of  the  work  of  forty  men,  and  is  re-  ! 
garded  as  a steady  and  careful  man.  The  f 
confidence  and  trust  of  all  who  deal  with  him  j 
have  been  earned  by  a clear  and  upright  life,  i 

Previous  to  1875  it  was  considered  utterly  j 
impossible  practically  to  tin  cast  iron.  About  . 
this  time  Mr.  Mowry  perfected  a process  by  j 
which  this  could  be  done — the  perfection  of  i 
the  process  being  the  result  of  years  of  steady  ^ 
experiment  and  a thoroughly  practical  knowl-  j 
edge  of  the  business.  Since  that  time  his  | 
methods  have  been  copied  and  imitated  until  ’ 
they  are  now  in  use,  not  only  in  America,  but  I 
all  over  the  world  where  such  work  is  done. 
Mr.  Mowry  was  distinctively  the  originator 
of  the  process  and  the  pioneer  in  its  use,  but 
while  he  received  some  pecuniary  benefit  from 
his  discovery  the  compensation  was  vastly  in- 
significant as  compared  with  the  importance 
and  value  his  contribution  represented  to  man- 1 
ufacturers  along  that  line,  owing  to  the  fact  [ 
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that  the  originator  of  a process,  according  to 
patent  laws  does  not  receive  the  protection  that 
is  accorded  the  inventor  of  a device. 

On  November  28,  1868,  Mr.  Mowry  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Law,  who  was  born 
December  17,  1844,  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  a 
daughter  of  George  H.  and  Clarincla  Clark,  the 
former  of  whom  was  foremlan  in  a high  grade 
cotton  establishment.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mow- 
ry came  one  child,  Edward  S.,  born  September 
22,  1871.  They  occupy  a pleasant  and  attrac- 
tive home  on  William  street.  In  politics  Mr. 
Mowry  is  a Republican,  and  has  creditably 
served  on  the  citv  council  two  years.  He  is 
quite  public-spirited,  and  keenly  interested  in 
every  movement  tending  toward  the  advance- 
ment of  his  town.  He  introduced  the  first  fire 
alarm  telegraph  in  Middletown,  and  had 
charge  of  it  for  eight  years.  In  religious  con- 
nection he  is  a regular  attendant  and  liberal 
contributor  to  the  Congregational  Church . 
Fraternally  he  belongs  to  Mansfield  Post,  No. 
53,  G.  A.  R.,  and  he  is  also  a member  of  the 
Middletown  Yacht  Club'  and  Mattabessett  Ca- 
noe Club. 

Edward  S.  Mowry,  only  son  of  Charles  D. 
Mowry,  is  one  of  the  enterprising  young  men  of 
Middletown,  and  is  now  efficiently  serving 
as  first  assistant  to  his  father  in  the  factory. 
He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Republican  party,  was  elected  to  the  city  coun- 
cil of  Middletown  by  a flattering  majority,  and 
was  the  youngest  member  of  that  body.  Pie  is 
also  a member  of  the  town  committee.  For 
some  time  he  was  a member  of  the  Mansfield 
Guards,  and  attained  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant, 
but  resigned  his  commission  in  1900.  He  is  a 
member  of  Cyrene  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar;  a charter  member  of  Middletown 
Lodge,  No.  771,  IP  P.  O1.  E. ; and  also*  be- 
longs to  the  Middletown  Yacht  Club  and  the 
Colonial  Club  of  Middletown.  On  March  22, 
1900,  Edward  S.  Mowry  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Maine  Burr,  of  Cayuga,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  have  one  child  Charles  Edward,  born  in 
February,  1901. 

CHARLES  FRANKLIN  SHEPARD, 
one  of  Chatham’s  successful  general  and  dairy 
farmers,  in  his  long  and  useful  life  of  seventy- 
one  years  has  been  engaged  in  various  voca- 
tions. 

Abel  Shepard,  the  first  of  this  family  of 
whom  we  have  record,  was  born  May  4,  1747, 


in  Middletown,  and  died  October  9,  1833.  O11 
April  16,  1769,  he  married  Mary  Lewis,  who 
was  born  July  5,  1750,  in  what  is  now  known 
as  Cromwell.  In  his  early  youth  he  removed 
from  Middletown  to  Middle  Haddam,  and 
there  carried  on  the  business  of  a shipbuilder, 
his  yard  being  on  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut 
river  not  far  from  the  present  home  of  his 
grandson,  Charles  F.  Shepard.  There  he  built 
sea-going  craft,  among  them  being  the  ship 
“Liberty”  and  the  bark  “Magnolia,”  both  fa- 
mous vessels  of  their  day.  Abel  Shepard  -was 
a slaveholder,  and  it  is  said  he  owned  and 
emancipated  two  slaves.  That  such  was  the 
case  with  at  least  one  is  evidenced  by  two 
highly  prized  documents  now  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Charles  F.  Shepard,  and  which  read  as 
follows : 


December  ye  10  1773. 

Know  all  Men  by  these  presents  that  I Benjamin 
Boardman  of  Chatham  in  the  County  of  Hartford  & 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  for  the  Consideration  of  twelve 
Pounds  L:  M:  received  to  my  full  satisfaction  of  Abel 
Shepherd  of  the  afforesaid  Town  & County  do  sell, bar- 
gain & deliver  to  the  said  Abel  Shepherd  a Negro  Boy 
named  Tom  aged  a Year  & eight  Months,  which  Negro 
before  this  Conveyance  was  my  just  Right  & property,  & 
that  no  Person  or  persons  whatever  had  any  just  Claim 
to  sd  Negro,  & I do  promise  to  defend  the  above  Named 
Abel  Shepherd,  his  Heirs,  Executors,  & Administrators 
from  any  Claim  any  person  or  persons  shall  pretend  to 
said  Negro;  In  witness  whereof  I set  my  Hand  and  Seal 
in  presence  of: 

Thomas  Fuller  Benjn  Boardman  [Seal] 

Mary  Fuller 

Chatham  January  31st  AD  1797 

Whereas  Tom  Seaser,  my  Negro  man  Servant  is  desir- 
ous To  be  Emansipated  & Set  free,  I do  hereby  Emansi- 
pate  the  Negro  man  Tom  Seaser  and  Set  him  free  from 
me  and  my  Heirs  forever. 

Abel  Shepard. 

Chatham  January  31st  AD  1797 

whereas  Mr.  Abel  Shepard  of  sd  Chatham  has  made 
application  to  us  the  Subscribers  Civel  Authority  & 
Select  Men  of  the  Town  of  Chatham  that  he  is  Desirous 
of  Emansipating  his  Negro  man  Slave  Tom  Seaser  who  is 
within  the  age  that  the  Law  Requires  for  Emansipation, 
we  therefore  being  Satisfied  that  the  sd  Tom  Seaser  is 
Desirous  of  his  Emansipation  and  that  he  is  in  good 
helth  at  this  time,  we  do  hereby  as  the  Law  in  such  Case 
has  Impowered  us,  Give  the  sd  Abel  Shepard  full  and 
Compleat  Liberty  to  Emansipate  the  sd  Tom  Seaser 
and  he  is  hereby  Emansipated  and  Set  free,  given  under 
our  hands  to  be  Recorded  this  31st  Day  of  January  AD 
1797  Bryan  I’armele 

Danl.  Shepard  Jr 

Chancy  Bulkley  Civel  Authority 
Jos  Sage  Select  Men 

Moses  Cook. 

On  the  back  of  the  latter  document  is  in- 
crihed I'om  Sensor’s  Emansipation  Rccd  Jan- 
uary 3 1 st  1707  & Recorded  Lib.  8th  page  20P* 
l est  Daniel  Shepard  Register  paid  for  Re- 
cording.” 
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Both  papers  are  in  an  excellent  state  of 
preservation. 

The  ten  children  of  Abel  Shepard  were: 
(i)  Sarah  born  March  27,  1771,  married 
Isaac  Hinckley  December  12  1799.  (2) 

Lucy  born  April  24,  1773,  married  John  Sel- 
den  November  25,  1800.  (3)  Hannah,  born 

March  15,  1775,  married  Selden  Smith  May 
28,  1797.  (4)  Mary,  born  February  3,  1777, 

married  Anrasa  Daniels  May  15,  1798.  (5) 

Bartlett,  who  was  a sea  captain,  was  born  May 
15,  I779>  tmd  married  Hope  Marshall,  June 
[2,  1803.  (6)  Abel,  born  March  30,  1781, 

on  May  15,  1803,  married  Clarissa  Arnold; 
he  was  a carpenter  and  shipbuilder,  removing 
from  his  native  State  to  Cleveland,  Ohio.  (7) 
Edward,  born  June  26,  1783,  passed  his  life 
at  Wethersfield.  (8)  A daughter  born  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1785,  died  unnamed.  (9)  Anna, 
born  June  12,  1787,  died  May  1,  1851,  un- 
married. (10)  Henry  (or  “Harry,”  as  he 
was  commonly  known),  was  the  father  of  our 
subject. 

Henry  Shepard  was  born  February  23, 

1794,  and  died  March  2,  1862,  in  his  sixty- 
ninth  year.  The  house  in  which  he  first  saw 
the  light  stood  directly  opposite  the  site  of 
that  now  occupied  by  his  son,  but  has  since 
been  torn  down.  He  was  a farmer,  but  fond  of 
military  evolutions  and  training,  and  was  for 
several  years  a captain  of - Light  Infantry  in 
the  Connecticut  Reserves.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried. His  first  wife  was  Eliza  Young,  whose 
father,  Elisha  Young,  was  a resident  of  Mid- 
dle Haddam.  The  issue  of  this  marriage  was 
one  son,  William  Henry,  who  died  at  Middle 
Haddam  in  1895.  The  second  wife  of  Henry 
Shepard  was  Sally  Payne — born  March  31, 

1795,  died  November  9,  1872 — a daughter  of 

Reuben  and  Elizabeth  (Hamlin)  Payne.  They 
were  married  May  9,  1826.  Her  father  was  a 
highly  esteemed  citizen  and  a deacon  in  the 
Congregational  Church.  Henry  Shepard  was 
a Democrat  in  his  early  days,  but  gave  his  ad- 
herence to  the  Republican  party  on  its  organi- 
zation, casting  a vote  for  Fremont  in  1856. 
Religiously  both  he  and  his  wife  were  Con- 
gregationalists.  The  children  of  Henry  and 
Sally  (Payne)  Shepard,  besides  Charles  F.,  the 
eldest,  were:  Sarah  Elizabeth'  Hamlin,  born 

November  9,  1831,  died  in  1880;  she  was  the 
wife  of  Harrison  Brainard,  of  Middle  Had- 
dam. Theodore  Alonzo,  born  February  7. 


1835,  married  Ellen  Ransdale,  was  a captain 
oif  a packet  plying  between  New  Haven  and 
New  York,  and  died  in  February,  1889. 

Charles  F.  Shepard  was  born  in  the  house 
which  he  now  occupies,  June  19,  1829.  He 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a good  couimon- 
Sichool  education  and.  was  blessed  by.  nature 
with  quick  perception  and  a retentive  mem- 
ory. Early  in  life  he  learned  the  art  of  work- 
ing  in  block  tin,  and  after  two  years’  employ- 
ment, engaged  in  business  as  a maker  of  coffin 
trimmings,  and  electroplater  of  bells  at  Cobalt,  ( 
Conn.  The  name  of  the  firm  was  Bailey  & 
Shepard,  which  concern  continued  in  existence 
from  1852  until  1858,  Harrison  Brainard  be- 
ing admitted  to  partnership  in  1855.  In  1858  i 
Mr.  Shepard  disposed  of  his  interest  and  with- 
drew. His  next  business  venture  was  as  part 
owner  of  three  schooners  and  three  J 
sloops  engaged  in  the  carrying  trade  ! 
between  New  York  and  New  Haven.  j 
In  1859,  his  father’s  health  giving  way  1 
before  the  steady  march  of  old  age,  lie 
returned  to  the  old  homestead,  where  he 
has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing, besides  carrying  on  business  as  a dairy-  , 
man,  and  where  he  is  now  spending  his  years 
in  serene  retirement  and  well  earned  repose. 
F|or  several  years:  he  engaged  in  tobacco  cul- 
tur,  but  advancing  age  led  him  to  abandon 
it.  Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and  in  the 
early  “fifties”  he  was  a member  of  the  “Know- 
nothing’’  party. 

In  June,  1858,  Mr.  Shepard  married  Han- 
nah Elizabeth  Warner,  daughter  of  William 
and  Lydia  (Roe)  Warner,  of  East  Haddam, 
and  to  this  union  came  seven  children : Ed- 

gar Eugene,  born  December  17,  2859,  died 
at  the  age  of  two  years,  eight  months  thirteen 
days  ; Harry  Addison,  born  July  17,  1863,  : 
died  October  4,  1863;  Charles  Franklin,  Jr.,  j 
born  in  November,  1864,  is  a molder  by  trade,  j 
and  employed  in  the  Union  Works,  at  New  ! 
Britain  (in  1897  he  represented  his  town  in  ' 
the  Legislature)  ; Dwight  Hamlin,  born  Octo-  j 
her  7,.  1866,  married  Mary  Ellen  Hunt,  of  New 
Britain,  in  which  city  he  is  overseer  of  the 
Coirbin  shops;  Sarah  Ellen,  born  January  20,  1 
1871,  died  January  24,  1871  ; Mary  Elizabeth 
Davenport  was  born  April  30,  1872,  and  on  ; 
October  24,  1894,  married  Charles  Arnold, 
of  New  Britain ; Hannah  Ethel,  born  June  25,  | 
1874,  is  unmarried  and  lives  with  her  parents,  j 
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GEORGE  A.  CHAFEE,  the  genial  pro- 
prietor of  the  “Hotel  Chafee,"  at  Middletown, 
Middlesex  county,  has  a widespread  reputation 
as  the  landlord  of  one  of  the  very  best  hos- 
telries  to  be  found  in  all  New  England.  He 
takes  a commendable  pride  in  the  excellence  of 
its  cuisine,  and  the  perfection  of  all  its  ap- 
pointments for  the  comfort  and  satisfaction  of 
his  patrons. 

Coming  from  one  of  the  old  New  England 
families,  whose  history  begins  in  the  early 
days  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony,  Mr.  Chafee 
was  born  December  14,  1840.  at  Bristol,  R. 
I.,  where  his  parents,  George  and  Harriet 
Newell  (Austin)  Chafee,  were  living  at  the 
time. 

Stephen  Chafee,  the  grandfather  of  George 
A.,  came  from  Reho'both,  Mass.,  to  Bristol, 
where  he  and  his  wife,  Deborah  (Usher)  lived 
and  died.  A prominent  merchant,  he  was  ex- 
tensively interested  in  the  West  Indies  trade 
and  in  the  handling  of  country  produce.  At 
•one  time  he  had  accumulated  a large  fortune, 
which,  however,  he  lost  in  his  later  years. 
Though  slight  in  his  stature,  he  is  remem- 


bered as  a man  of 


great 


muscular  strength. 


ity  - 


ti» 


In  religion  he  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  an  active  worker  in  its  affairs.  In 
politics  he  was  a Jeffersonian  Democrat,  but 
never  active,  his  devotion  to  his  business  leav- 
ing him  little  time  or  inclination  for  office 
seeking.  He  had  a brother  who  went  into 
Wisconsin  at  an  early  day,  and  left  a numer- 
ous progeny.  A sister,  Betsy,  married  a Mr 
Maxficld.  Stephen  and  Deborah  Chafee  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  named  children  : 
( 1)  George  was  the  father  of  George  A.  (2) 
Zachariah,  a tailor,  went  to  California  in  1849, 
making  the  outward  trip  around  Cape  Horn, 
and  was  188  days  on  the  way  to  San  Francisco. 
For  five  years  he  remained  in  that  distant 
State,  bringing  back  to  his  Rhode  Island  home 
a snug  little  fortune  and  a diary  of  events  and 
experiences  very  fully  written  and  containing 
many  interesting  records  of  that  eventful  and 
exciting  time.  For  years  lie  was  a successful 
merchant  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.  lie  died  in 
Bristol.  Eliza  LeCroix,  his  wife,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Maine.  (3)  Stephen,  (4)  Eunice 
and  (5)  Cyril  died  in  Bristol.  (6)  Sophia 
died  unmarried.  (7)  Thomas  was  a soldier  in 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  and  died  in  Bristol. 


The  old  town  burying  ground  in  Bristol  is  the 
last  resting  place  of  many  of  this  name. 

George  Chafee  was  born  in  Bristol,  R.  I., 
in  1814,  and  died  in  1890  in  Middletown, 
where  he  had  lived  for  many  years.  When 
fifteen  years  old  he  wTent  to  sea  on  the  whaler 
“Corinthian,”  and  followed  the  sea  until  about 
the  time  of  his  marriage.  He  was  on  the 
“Corinthian”  for  over  three  years,  during 
which  time  he  rounded  Cape  Horn  and  later 
he  was  on  a United  States  man-of-war,  under 
Commodore  Downs.  In  Bristol  he  married 
Miss  Harriet  Newell  Austin,  a daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  (Goddard)  Austin.  She 
was  reared  in  North  Kingston,  R.  I.,  where 
her  father  was  an  extensive  farmer  and  a very 
prosperous  man.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chafee  located 
at  Bristol,  where  she  died  at  the  age  of  thir- 
ty-four years.  Of  their  children,  the  follow- 
ing lived  to  adult  age : Stephen ; George  A. ; 

Samuel ; Lucinda,  wife  of  W.  A.  Manchester, 
of  Bristol,  R.  I. ; Harriet,  who  died  unmarried ; 
and  Clark,  of  Middletown,  now  associated 
with  George  A.  Chafee.  George  Chafee  was 
again  married,  and  by  his  second  wife  had 
three  children : Ida,  Mrs.  James  Bosworth,  of 
Bristol;  Cyril,  who  died  at  Middletown;  and 
one  that  died  in  infancy. 

George  A.  Chafee  was  reared  in  Bristol { 
where  he  attended  what  was  known  as  the 
“Old  Brick  School,"  at  the  corner  of  State  and 
High  streets,  Bristol  common.  This  old  build- 
ing was  a landmark  for  vears  in  that  city  and 
was  continuously  used  as  a school  house  from 
the  time  of  its  erection,  in  1809,  to  Septemlier, 
1895,  when  it  was  torn  down  to  make  place  for 
the  Walley  school.  In  1858  our  subject  se- 
cured a place  in  the  factory  of  Gen.  Burnside, 
who  made  sporting  arms  for  the  Southern 
trade,  and  who  afterward  achieved  fame  in 
the  Civil  war.  When  the  factory  was  moved  to 
Providence  Mr.  Chafee  went  to  that  city. 
Later  he  was  employed  by  W alter  Colman  & 
Sons,  at  polishing  guns,  and  in  July,  1862,  he 
came  to  Middletown.  Here  he  was  first  em- 
ployed by  the  Savage  Arms  Company,  with 
whom  he  remained  two  years,  subsequently 
securing  a position  in  gunlock  factory.  In 
August,  1865,  he  began  business  for  himself. 
In  1S89  lie  bought  what  was  known  as  the 
Henry  Carrington  homestead,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  opened  the  “Hotel  Chafee."  A com- 
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plete  transformation  has  been  effected  in  this 
property,  which  has  been  improved  at  great 
expense,  and  the  house  has  been  thoroughly 
modernized  in  every  respect.  It  has  been 
equipped  with  steam  heating  apparatus,  a Gil- 
bert & Baker  gas  machine,  modern  laundry 
appointments,  fine  metallic  ceilings,  and  the 
cafe  is  the  largest  and  finest  in  the  city.  The 
decorations  are  unique.  Over  $30,000  has 
been  expended  by  Mr.  Chafee  in  remodeling 
this  fine  place.  Mr.  Chafee  is  an  entertaining 
landlord,  and  has  perfect  knowledge  of  every 
detail  of  the  business,  being  certainly  a most 
successful  hotel  man. 

On  November  23,  1864,  Mr.  Chafee  was 
married  to  Miss  Matilda  Pitt,  Dr.  Goodwin, 
the  Episcopal  rector,  officiating.  Mrs.  Chafee 
was  born  in  Birmingham,  England,  Decem- 
ber 30,  1840,  and  came  to  this  country  when 
young.  Her  parents  John  R.  and  Elizabeth 
(Reading)  Pitt,  first  located  in  Attleboro, 
Mass.  When  Mrs.  Chafee  came  to  Middle- 
town  her  first  night  was  spent  in  the  house 
that  in  later  years  became  her  home,  and  where 
she  died  December  16,  1900.  She  was  a lady  of 
many  noble  traits,  and  to  her  valuable  assist- 
ance and  wise  counsel  no  small  amount  of  fief 
husband’s  success  is  due.  To  M(r.  and  Mrs. 
Chafee  were  born  two  children,  Charles  A.  and 
Grace  Irene,  both  of  whom  survive. 

Mr.  Chafee  became  a Mason  in  1863,  unit- 
ing with  St.  John’s  Lodge,  and  later  with 
Washington  Chapter,  No.  6,  R.  A.  M.,  of 
Middletown.  He  also  belongs  to  the  O.  U. 
A.  M.,  and  is  a charter  member  of  the  local 
lodge  of  the  Red  Men. 

CALEB  JOHNSON  (deceased),  was  in 
his  lifetime  proprietor  of  the  extensive  brick- 
yards in  Newfield  Street,  town  of  Middletown, 
Middlesex  county,  and  was  one  of  the  promi- 
nent men  engaged  in  that  line  of  business. 
For  nearly  half  a century  his  name  was  identi- 
fied with  the  brick  business  of  Middlesex 
county. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  May  12,  1813,  son 
of  Jotharn  and  Elizabeth  (Hugh)  Johnson,  of 
Newfield.  When  he  iwas  five  years  old.)  he 
moved  into  Middletown  with  his  parents,  and 
he  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  In  1829  he  was  apprenticed  to  Bar- 
zilla  Sage,  to  learn  the  mason's  trade,  'and 
worked  with  him  for  six  years,  for  a number 


of  years  acting  as  foreman  for  Mr.  Sage.  In 
1835  he  began  his  trade  on  his  own  account. 
He  was  in  Middletown  for  almost  twenty 
years,  and  in  1853  associated  himself  with 
D.  N.  Arnold,  in  the  building  business,  this 
association  continuing  sixteen  years.  During 
this  time  they  put  up  the  South  Congrega- 
tional Church  edifice,  the  Middletown  Savings 
Bank,  and  the  Middletown  Bank  building,  the 
library  and  chapel  at  the  college,  and  the  Mid- 
dlesex Mutual  Assurance  buildings ; they  also 
built  the  bridge  at  Pameacha.  In  1857  Mr. 
Johnson  and  Harvey  Ward  established  a yard 
and  factory  at  Newfield  for  the  making  of 
brick.  Mr.  Johnson  bought  out  his  partner’s 
interest  in  1865,  and  devoted  himself  to  en- 
larging and  completing  the  plant,  which  to- 
day is  one  of  the  most  complete  establishments 
of  the  kind  in  the  State.  When  this  yard  was 
opened,  four  thousand  brick  a day  was  con- 
sidered a big  yield.  To-day  the  daily  output 
is  40,000  brick.  Throughout  his  long  busi- 
ness career  Mr.  Johnson  commanded  and  re- 
tained the  confidence  of  the  community.  John 
D.  Johnson,  his  son,  has  for  some  years  been 


at  the  head  of  the  active  management  of  the 


plant,  and  the  business  is  now  conducted  un- 
der his  direction,  he  having  bought  the  busi- 
ness from  the  estate. 

Caleb  Johnson  was  married,  in  1835,  to 
Miss  Mary  P.,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Phelps)  Derby,  and  after  her  death  he  mar- 
ried, in  1864,  Miss  Cynthia  H.  Hall,  a native 
of  Detroit,  Mich.  Children  as  follows  were 
born  to  the  first  marriage : Charlotte  E.,  who 

died  young;  Albert,  who  was  killed  by  a cow 
at  the  age  of  five  years;  John  D.,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Loomis,  who  died  in  1899;  Thomas 
H.,  who  married  Llarriet  Coats,  of  Fair  Ha- 
ven (both  are  now  deceased,  and  they  left 
two  children,  Henry  H.  and  Caleb)  ; and 
Mary,  who  died  in  infancy.  To  the  second 
marriage  came  one  child,  Jennie  M.,  born 
May  4,  1870,  who  on  June  18,  1896,  married 
Herbert  I.  Cornwall  of  Westfield;  Mr.  Corn- 
wall died  March  15,  1900,  leaving  a widow 
and  one  son,  Merritt  Johnson,  born  July  13, 
1897. 

Caleb  Johnson  cast  his  first  vote  for  An- 
drew Jackson,  and  was  ever  a stanch  Demo- 
crat. He  served  on  the  common  council.  He 
was  a self-made  man,  was  always  hard-work- 
ing and  industrious,  and  at  his  advanced  age 
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commanded  all  his  faculties  to  a remarkable 
degree.  Mr.  Johnson  died  June  2,  1901,  and 
was  laid  to-  rest  in  Indian  Hill  cemetery. 

Jotham  Johnson,  the  father  of  Caleb,  was 
born  in  Massachusetts.  Coming  to  Middle- 
town,  he  engaged  while  still  a young  man  in 
the  butcher  business,  but  later,  meeting  with 
reverses,  he  was  obliged  to  engage  in  day  la- 
bor. He  is  buried  in  the  Mortimer  cemetery, 
where  his  wife  also  rests.  After  the  parents 
died  the  children  were  separated  while  still 
very  young.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of  Ca- 
leb Johnson  were:  Clarissa  married  Josiah 

Bailey,  a sailor,  who  died  at  sea;  she  died  in 
Texas,  at  the  home  of  her  son.  Edwin  lived, 
married  and  died  in  Hartford.  James  Madison 
moved  to  Massachusetts,  where  he  died.  Joth- 
am married  Tabitha  Bliss,  and  lived  in 
Hartford.  Elizabeth,  who  married  Henry 
Cooley,  a blacksmith,  lived  in  Middletown. 

ROCKWELL  B.  HALE,  who  is  now  liv- 
ing a retired  life  in  his  attractive  country  home 
in  Cromwell,  is  a descendant  of  an  old  family, 
which  in  years  gone  by  was  very  largely  rep- 
resented in  Hartford  county. 

Elisha  Hale,  the  grandfather  of  Rockwell 
B.,  was  born  in  Taylortown,  Hartford  coun- 
ty, where  he  became  an  extensive  farmer,  and 
where  he  died.  Lie  married  and  became  the 
father  of  the  following  children : Orrin,  who 

died  in  Glastonbury ; Alexander,  who  died  in 
Glastonbury ; Betsey,  who  married  David  Tay- 
lor ; George  and  David,  who  also  died  in  Glas- 
tonbury ; and  Jared,  the  father  of  Rockwell  B. 

Jared  Hale  was  born  March  17,  1797,  in 
South  Glastonbury,  where  he  was  educated, 
and  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  joiner. 
When  a young  man  he  located  in  Rocky  Hill, 
Conn.,  where  he  followed  farming,  and  worked 
at  his  trade  until  his  death,  September  1, 
1854,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  He  was 
married  at  West  Rocky  Hill  to  Mary  Belden, 
who  was  born  March  18,  1794,  and  who  died 
October  9,  1889,  aged  ninety-five  years  and 
seven  months.  They  became  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  Elisha,  born  Decem- 

ber 3,  1819,  married  Mary  Hubbard,  and  lived 
in  New  Britain,  where  he  died  November  7, 
1872;  Oliver,  born  January  19,  1822,  married 
Mary  Rainey,  and  lived  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
but  died  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  June  19. 
J 897 ; Nelson  died  young;  Florinda  died 
28 


young;  one  unnamed;  Nelson  (2),  born  Octo- 
ber 19,  1829,  died  unmarried  in  Cromwell, 
August  22,  1874;  Rockwell  B. ; and  Alden, 
born  July  18,  1835,  married  Leantine  Holmes, 
lived  in  Rocky  Hill,  and  died  December  17, 
1888,  leaving  two  sons,  Brainerd  and  Wesley, 
one  of  whom  is  living  in  Rocky  Hill  and 
the  other  in  Meriden. 

Rockwell  B.  Hale  was  born  April  23,  1833, 
in  Rocky  Hill,  where  he  had  only  a limited  ed- 
ucation, the  exigencies  of  the  family  finances 
Compelling  all  the  children  to  become  pro- 
ducers as  early  as  possible.  As  soon  as  he  was 
old  enough  he  hired  out  as  a farm  hand  to 
Henry  Ranney,  who  later  became  his  father- 
in-law.  Mr.  Ranney  was  a butcher  as  well  as 
a farmer,  and  for  some  time  he  helped  him 
butcher  and  run  a meat  wagon.  In  1856  Mr. 
Ranney  gave  up  the  meat  business  and  Mr. 
Hale  took  it  up  for  some  months,  associating 
himself  with  E.  R.  Blinn,  Cromwell,  under  the 
name  of  Blinn  & Hale,  and  for  eleven  years 
the  two  were  together  in  the  meat  business. 
During  the  war  they  sold  the  meat  in  East 
Berlin  and  Cromwell.  Mr.  Blinn’s  health  gave 
out  and  he  was  compelled  to  dispose  of  his  in- 
terest to  Mr.  Hale,  who  conducted  the  business 
alone  until  he  sold  it  in  1875  to  Briggs  & 
Warner.  In  1864  Mr.  Hale  opened  a business 
in  Berlin  and  Mr.  Blinn  was  left  in 
charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  firm  at 
Cromwell  continuing  there  four  years.  Mr. 
Hale  was  in  his  later  years  associated  with 
the  wholesale  meat  business,  and  shipped  cat- 
tle from  Albany,  N.  Y.,  to  local  Connecticut 
points,  M.  H.  Smith  being  his  partner  in  this 
trade.  They  had  headquarters  in  Cromwell 
and  Middletown,  but  in  1880  Mr.  Hale  retired. 
He  put  up  his  present  home  in  1879  and  it  is 
regarded  to-day  as  one  of  the  very  best  coun- 
try homes  of  Cromwell. 

Mr.  Hale  was  married  October  27.  1858, 
to  Caroline  E.,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary 
(Bivens)  Ranney,  a farmer  and  meat  man  of 
Cromwell.  Their  children  were:  Henry 

Rockwell,  who  died  aged  two  years  and  ten 
months;  Henry  Ranney,  who  married  Rose 
Swathel,  and  is  employed  in  the  piano  busi- 
ness in  Montreal;  Burt  J..  who  graduated  at 
the  \ ale  Business  College  and  is  employed 
in  the  Middletown  National  Bank,  and  who 
married  Martha  L.  Gale,  a graduate  of  the 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  high  school;  John  W.,  who 
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graduated  from  Yale  Business  College  in 
1890,  and  soon  entered  the  express  business, 
becoming  agent  at  Waterbury  and  Norwich, 
Conn.,  and  Great  Barrington  and  Lynn,  Mass., 
being  still  in  the  last  named  place;  his  wife 
died  in  1901  ; and  Mary,  who  died  aged  two 
year  and  three  months. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hale  is  a Democrat,  and  in 
1863  was  elected  selectman,  a position  he  filled 
for  two  terms;  he  was  assessor  from  1883  to 
1895. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hale  are  members  of  the 
Cromwell  Baptist  Church.  He  is  well  known 
as  a conservative  man,  and  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  of  the  community. 

I 

HOBART  DAVIS  is  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  and  farmers  of  Portland,  Mid- 
dlesex county,  and  his  modest  bearing  and  un- 
assuming manners  in  no  way  suggest  his  pe- 
cuniary strength  or  good  business  ability.  He 
is  a Portland  product  pure  and  simple,  for  his 
entire  life  has  been  spent  within  a half  mile 
of  the  town. 

Mr.  Davis  was  born  February  23,  1832, 
son  of  Seth  Johnson  and  Zerviah  (Marsh) 
Davis.  His  mother  was  born  in  March,  1810, 
and  died  August  25,  1880.  Seth  Johnson 
Davis  was  born  in  Portland,  about  a half  mile 
east  of  the  home  of  his  son  Hobart,  son  of 
Charles  and  Rebecca  ( Johnson)  Davis,  the 
latter  a native  of  what  is  now  Middletown. 
Charles  Davis  was  born  in  1775,  son  of  Buck- 
ley  Davis,  who  was  buried  in  Cromwell,  as 
was  his  wife,  Sally  Pelton.  They  had  a 
daughter  who  married  William  Pelton,  and 
with  this  daughter  .they  passed  their  last  years. 

Charles  Davis,  who  was  a farmer,  died  at 
the  age  of  forty-four  years,  August  22,  1819. 
He  was  the  father  o<f  nine  children,  of  whom 
the  first  two,  Sarah  and  Maria,  died  young. 
Buckley  J.  went  to  Ohio.  Lucy  married  Will- 
iam Sage,  and  went  to  Ohio.  Rebecca  mar- 
ried Alfred  Young,  and  died  in  Willimantic. 
Roxie  married  Isaac  Fowler,  and  went  to 
Ohio,  where  she  died,  in  Vermilion.  Ann 
married,  in  Ohio,  James  Cuddeback.  Seth  J. 
is  mentioned  below.  Jesse  went  to  Ohio,  and 
visited  alone  in  Connecticut  when  eighty  years 
old,  dying  three  or  four  years  later.  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Davis  married  for  her  second  hus- 
band Noah  Shepard,  to  whom  she  bore  one 
son,  Noah,  who  lived  to  be  sixty-seven,  dying 


August  28.  1891.  Mrs.  Shepard  went  on  a 
visit  to  Ohio,  and  while  there  died,  and  was 
buried  at  Berlin  Heights. 

Seth  J.  Davis  was  reared  on  a farm,  and 
went  to  learn  the  trade  of  shoemaker  when  ; 
he  was  sixteen  years  old,  with  a Mr.  Whit-  | 
more,  in  East  Haddam.  He  remained  with  ij 
him  until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  and  | 
followed  shoemaking  at  intervals  throughout  jj 
his  life.  He  was  a man  of  spare  physique. 
When  failing  health  compelled  him  to  leave  ! 
the  bench  he  took  up  farming,  and  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  place  where  he  was  J 
born.  In  the  early  forties  he  removed  to  the 
farm  across  the  road,  where  Hobart  now  lives, 
and  remained  until  a half  brother,  Noah  Shep- 
ard, came  of  age,  when  he  bought  the  Shepard 
farm  of  the  heirs  of  George  Shepard.  There 
he  lived  and  died,  his  death,  on  August  it,  j 
1877,  being  the  result  of  a sunstroke.  We  j 
have  the  following  record  of  the  children  of  I 
Seth  J.  and  Zerviah  Davis : Sarah  M.  died  ■ 

unmarried,  April  18,  1896;  she  lived  with  her  [ 
brother  Hobart.  Hobart  is  second  in  the  fam-  * 
ily.  Amelia  is  the  widow  of  W.  S.  Strick-  j 
land,  of  Portland.  The  father  was  a Demo-  * 
crat,  and  took  a decided  interest  in  the  suc- 
cess of  his  party.  He  served  twenty  years  1 
as  inspector  of  roads.  He  was  a member  of  ; 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  served  as  vestry- 
man. Mr.  Davis  achieved  a decided  success 
in  life,  being  a hard  worker,  a good  manager,  t 
a fine  farmer,  and  a thoroughly  practical  man,  I 
possessed  of  good  common  sense.  He  was  j 
very  truthful,  a man  of  the  most  unswerving  | 
integrity,  and  his  word  was  good  anywhere.  1 
His  friends  were  many. 

Hobart  Davis  attended  the  Penfield  Hill 
District  school,  and  had  Guy  B.  Day  for  one  j 
of  his  early  teachers.  It  was  a long  journey  1 
from  his  home  to  the  schoolhouse,  and  while  i 
going  and  coming  he  often  had  no  little  work  j 
to  do  in  the  care  of  his  father's  stock  which  was  I 
kept  on  the  other  farm.  Being  the  only  son  j 
in  the  family,  he  was  put  into  the  harness j 
early,  but  he  was  naturally  industrious,  and 
liked  to  work.  He  displayed  excellent  judg- 
ment, even  when  a boy,  and  in  the  care  and! 
handling  of  stock  has  been  an  expert  from 
early  youth.  His  time  was  spent  at  home  on; 
the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  i 
when  he  went  to  work  in  the  Brainerd  quarry.; 
at  Portland,  and  was  employed  there  for  seven  1 
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years.  He  drove  cattle,  and  at  a time  when 
fifty  yoke  were  in  the  yard  he  was  as  skill- 
ful as  any.  He  kept  his  cattle  in  good  con- 
dition. and  had  good  results.  Being  prudent 
and  saving,  while  yet  a young  man  he  had 
ample  means  to  go  into  almost  any  business. 
He  had  an  excellent  business  proposition, 
which  he  was  inclined  to  accept,  but  from  the 
fact  that  it  would  take  him  away  from  home 
it  was  decidedly  opposed  by  his  parents.  lie 
remained  at  home,  and  was  a comfort  and  a 
stay  to  his  parents  in  their  declining  years, 
and  results  have  richly  justified  his  filial  de- 
votion. He  is  an  extensive  land  owner,  and 
keeps  a close  supervision  of  the  work  that 
is  done  on  his  land,  being  an  active  man,  with 
a mind  as  clear  as  it  ever  was.  He  has  done 
much  hard  work  in  his  time,  and,  as  he  recalls 
.it,  he  “was  always  on  the  ground  when  hand- 
ing cattle." 

Mr.  Davis  is  a director  of  the  Freestone 
Savings  Bank,  of  Portland,  and  was  concerned 
n its  organization.  Politically  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  he  is  a public-spirited  man.  Mr. 
Davis  has  never  married,  and  is  the  last  male 
lescendant  of  his  family  in  Portland. 

OLIVER  LYMAN  FOSTER,  who  dur- 
ng  his  lifetime  was  a successful  farmer  of 
Vliddlesex  county,  was  a native  of  the  State 
>f  New  York,  whither  his  father,  Chauncey 
;oster,  had  removed  from  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Foster  was  one  of  a large  family,  and 
was  born  September  1,  1806.  He  passed  his 
loyhood  on  his  father’s  farm,  but  on  readi- 
ng his  majority  went  from  New  York  to  the 
itate  whence  his  father  had  migrated,  finding 
home  at  first  in  Meriden.  There  he  entered 
he  employ  of  Noah  Pomeroy,  as  a peddler  of 
I' Yankee  notions.”  He  remained  with  Mr. 
’omerov  for  several  years,  making  his  home 
L'ith  him,  and  following  the  same  pursuit. 
)uick-witted,  shrewd,  industrious  and  frugal, 
is  savings  gradually  accumulated  until  lie  had 
cquired  sufficient  capital  with  which  to  buy 
1 farm  of  his  own.  Coming  to  Middlefield, 
e purchased  the  property  known  as  the 
David  Selby  farm,”  situated  in  the  northern 
art  of  die  town,  and  abutting  on  the  Meriden 
jrnpike.  lie  was  a man  of  tall  stature  and 
alwart,  well-proportioned  frame,  weighing  a 
t'tle  more  than  two  hundred  pounds,  endowe  1 


with  tireless  energy,  and  seemingly  indifferent 
to  fatigue.  He  continued  actively  engaged  in 
farm  work  until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighty- 
one  years,  when  a paralytic  stroke  compelled 
him  to  abandon  the  toil  which  he  loved  so  well. 
He  lingered  111  a helpless  condition  until  Au- 
gust 16.  1889,  when  he  passed  away,  near  the 
close  of  his  eighty-third  year.  Mr.  Foster  was 
popular  and  highly  esteemed  among  his  fel- 
low townsmen,  and  was  ordinarily  addressed 
as  "Capt.”  Foster.  In  politics  he  was  a life- 
long Democrat,  while  in  religious  faith  he  was 
an  Episcopalian,  having  been  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  at  Middlefield, 
and  a liberal  contributor  to  the  erection  of  its 
sacred  edifice.  He  sleeps  in  the  Middlefield 
cemetery.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Lucy  Bacon,  was  born  in  Middlefield  April 
18,  1809,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  and  Amy 
(Coe)  Bacon;  her  father  was  a farmer.  A 
history  of  this  family  may  be  found  elsewhere. 
Mrs.  Foster  fell  asleep  March  5,  1889,  a few 
months  before  the  demise  of  her  husband. 

Amy  Ann  Foster,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Oliver  L.  Foster,  was  born  September 
21,  1835.  In  her  girlhood  she  enjoyed  the 
educational  advantages  of  attendance  upon  the 
district  and  select  schools  of  her  native  town, 
and  on  August  6,  1854,  became  the  wife  of 
Henry  Ward  Wetherell,  who  was  born  in  Man- 
chester, Conn.,  December  23,  1834.  Pie  was 
an  electro  plater,  skilled  in  his  trade,  and  was 
for  eleven  years  employed  in  the  works  of  the 
Wheeler  & Wilson  Sewing  Machine  Company, 
at  Watertown,  Conn.  When  the  company 
transferred  its  plant  to  Bridgeport  he  removed 
to  that  city.  Fie  was  a man  of  quick  percep- 
tion, excellent  judgment  and  rare  mechanical 
ability,  qualities  which  insured  success;  yet  too 
close  application  to  work  so  badly  impaired 
his  health  that  he  found  himself  obliged  to 
visit  Florida  for  its  restoration.  I he  change 
proved  unavailing,  and  he  died  at  Jacksonville, 
in  that  State,  January  7,  1866.  To  this  mar- 
riage came  one  son,  Frank  Foster,  who  was 
born  July  15,  1859,  married  Maria  Goff,  and 
resides  in  New  London,  Connecticut. 

Nine  years  after  the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band Mrs.  Wetherell  married  a second  time, 
giving  her  hand  to  Joel  II.  Guy.  of  Meriden, 
on  October  20,  1875.  A sketch  of  Mr.  Guy's 
life  may  be  found  elsewhere.  Mrs.  Guy  re- 
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sides  on  the  paternal  homestead  in  Middlefield, 
which  she  has  enlarged,  improved  and  mod- 
ernized, and  where  she  has  a charming  country 
home. 

BROWN.  East  Hampton  numbers  among 
her  most  influential  and  esteemed  residents, 
Henry  B.  and  Delos  D.  Brown,  who  have  each 
contributed  largely  to  the  material  growth  of 
the  village,  and  both  are  regarded  as  citizens 
whose  public  spirit  rises  above  considerations 
of  mere  personal  profit. 

Thomas  Gibson  Brown,  their  father,  was 
born  April  12,  1799,  in  Corinth,  Orange  Co., 
Vt.,  son  of  John  and  Betsey  Brown,  also  na- 
tives of  the  same  State.  Thomas  G.  Brown, 
like  many  another  son  of  the  “Green  Moun- 
tain State,”  determined  to  seek  a home  else- 
where, and  while  yet  a young  man,  removed 
to  Boston,  where  for  several  years,  he  worked 
at  whatever  honest  labor  offered.  He  was  a 
man  of  earnest  religious  convictions  and  of  a 
deeply  spiritual  nature.  Not  unnaturally,  he 
found  an  opportunity  to  gratify  his  higher 
impulses  by  entering  the  ministry  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  1832-33,  he 
was  pastor  of  the  charges  at  Martha’s  Vine- 
yard and  Middleboro,  Mass.  On  June  9, 
1833,  at  Boston,  he  was  ordained  by  Bishop 
Hedding,  as  an  Elder  of  the  Church.  Under 
the  system  of  ministerial  transfers  which  pre- 
vails in  the  Methodist  communion,  he  was 
placed  in  charge  of  various  congregations ; 
East  Hampton,  1834-35;  Orleans,  1836-37; 
Monmouth,  1838;  Gloucester  Parish,  1839; 
Newbury,  1840-41;  Marlborough,  1842-43; 
Greenwich  and  Prescott,  1844;  Southwick, 
1845;  West  Springfield,  1846;  Templeton  and 
Philipston,  1847-48;  Fairnumsville,  1849-50. 
Prior  to  being  given  a pastorate,  however,  he 
did  loyal  and  effective  work  for  the  church  as 
a circuit  rider.  He  began  this  work  in  1828, 
two  other  preachers  being  assigned  to  duty 
with  him  on  what  was  then  known  as  the 
“Hebron”  circuit.  It  included  not  only 
Hebron  but  also  East  Hampton,  Portland, 
East  and  Middle  Haddam,  Hadlyme,  Salem 
and  Lyme,  and  several  other  towns  of  minor 
importance.  The  three  licentiates  succeeded 
each  other  in  regular  rotation,  so'  that  each 
made  the  rounds  in  about  six  weeks.  Meet- 
ings for  praise  and  prayer  were  held,  usually, 
in  accordance  with  arrangements  previously 


made.  It  is  not  easy  for  the  modern  pew- 
owner,  sitting  on  a cushion  and  kneeling-  on  1 
a carpeted  bench,  to  understand  the  self-sacri- 
fice which  these  early  servants  of  the  Lord 
freely  offered  to  their  Master,  or  to  compre- 
hend the  difficulties  which  attended  their  early 
ministrations.  Occasionally  church  buildings 
furnished  a suitable  place  for  worship,  but 
more  often  meetings  were  held  in  private  I 
homes,  school  houses  and  barns,  and  not  in-  i 
frecpiently,  when  the  weather  permitted,  in  the  1 

open  air.  The  circuit  riders  were  necessarily  | 

men  of  earnest  piety,  shrewd  judgment,  genial  } 
manners  and  a forceful  manner  of  speech,  j 
and  were  men  void  of  ostentation,  content 
with  scanty  fare,  but  deeply  imbued  with  a i 
true  missionary  spirit,  and  to  whom  self-sacri-  j 
fice  was  the  law  of  life.  Such  a man  was  ; 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Gibson  Brown,  through  \ 
whose  ministrations  hundreds  were  brought  j 
into  the  Church.  Indeed,  in  one  year  in  par-  j 
ticufar  so  numerous  were  the  conversions  that 
it  was  long  mentioned  as  “the  year  of  the  I 
Great  Revival.”  Among  the  earliest  and  most 
earnest  supporters  of  this  movement  in  East  ; 
Hampton  were  Amasa  Daniels  and  his  wife,  , 
Mary  Shepard,  and  when  the  young  revivalist 
decided  to  marry,  it  was  their  daughter,  Caro- 
line Maria  Daniels,  that  he  chose  for  a wife.  | 
He  lived  to  attain  a green  and  vigorous  old  age,  • 
and  when  sixty-four  years  old  was  commis- 
sioned chaplain  of  the  Twenty-first  Connecticut 
Volunteers,  accompanied  the  regiment  to  the  | 
field,  and  served  until  the  end  of  the  Civil  war.  i 
After  his  return  to  East  Hampton  he  led  a re-  j 
tired  life,  seldom  preaching,  and  it  was  from  j 
that  town  that  he  passed  to  his  reward  on 
March  31,  1885.  He  was  bitterly  opposed  to 
slavery,  and  in  politics  was  at  first  a Demo-  1 
crat  and  afterward  a Republican.  His  wife 
was  born  December  28,  1808,  and  she  died 
March  10,  1892.  Three  sons  and  a daughter  ’ 
were  born  to  them : Henry  B.  and  Delos  D. 

are  both  referred  to>  farther  on ; Eben  Plum- 
mer lost  his  life  from  disease  contracted  in 
his  country's  service  soon  after  the  close  of 
the  Civil  war;  Caroline  B.  (widow  of  the 
late  Fred  W.  H.  Buell)  was  for  thirteen  years 
the  corresponding  secretary  of  the  National 
Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union,  and 
is  now  residing  in  East  Hampton. 

Henry  Bascom  Brown  was  born  July  5,  : 
1833,  in  Middleboro,  Mass.,  and  received  a : 
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collegiate  education  at  Wesleyan  University 
in  the  class  of  1859.  The  slender  income  of 
his  father  was  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  entire 
expense  of  this  course  of  training,  and  the 
young  student  was  forced  to  rely,  in  great 
measure,  upon  his  own  efforts.  He  taught 
school  and  reported  the  proceedings  of  the 
Legislature  for  the  Hartford  and  New  Haven 
daily  papers,  and  in  other  wlays  managed  to 
obtain  the  funds  necessary  to  complete  the 
prescribed  curriculum.  His  original  inten- 
tion had  been  to  enter  the  profession  of  law, 
hut  after  leaving  school  he  drifted  into  jour- 
nalism. For  a time  he  followed  this  pursuit 
at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  then  returning  to  Con- 
necticut he  became  city  editor  of  the  Hartford 
I Evening  Press,  later  he  was  connected  with 
the  Republican  of  Middletown,  and  with  pa- 
pers in  New  Haven  and  Hartford.  In  1863, 
he  was  appointed  assistant  paymaster  in  the 
j United  States  Navy,  and  assigned  to  duty  in 
the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  squadrons.  In  1865, 
the  war  having  come  to  an  end,  he  came  back 
to  Connecticut,  and  engaged  in  business  in 
New  Haven,  as  a manufacturer  of  machinery. 
After  a few  years  he  removed  his  plant  to 
East  Hampton,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
actively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  ma- 
chinery for  making  screws  and  bolts. 

Henry  B.  Brown  has  been  twice  married, 
(first)  to  Adeline  S.  Gates,  daughter  of  Julius 
Gates  of  Chatham  town,  and  they  had  seven 
children:  Adeline  Grace,  born  June  10, 

1858,  married  Abner  W.  Barton,  of  East 
Hampton:  Charles  S.,  born  August  23,  i860, 
married  Clara  Gold  Foskett,  of  New  Haven, 
and  is  a professor  in  Vanderbilt  University, 
at  Nashville,  Term. ; Harry  Buslmell.  born 
July  1 5,  1862,  married  Annie  J.  Burdick,  of 
East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and  is  the  secretary  of 
the  McLagon  Foundry  Company,  of  New 
I Haven:  Bertha  Bates,  bdrn  April  3,  1865, 
j married  F.  S.  Blackall,  of  New  York  City; 
Ethel  Northrop,  born  October  1,  1866,  has 
been  twice  married,  (first)  to  Charles  F.  En- 
gelbach,  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  and  (second)  to 
Dr.  Henry  E.  Tuley,  of  Louisville,  Kv. ; 
Edith,  born  June  29,  1869,  married  John  M. 
Kinder,  of  Meriden,  Conn.;  Agnes,  born  July 
22,  1873,  died  at  birth.  After  the  death  of 
his  first  wife,  Mr.  Brown  married  (second) 
Genevra  Sexton,  who  was  born  March  28, 
1854,  a daughter  of  Doming  \Y.  and  Lavinia 
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(White)  Sexton.  The  issue  of  this  union  has 
been  two  children:  Caroline,  born  June  12, 

1879;  and  Genevra  Vivian,  June  26,  1881. 
Henry  B.  Brown  is  a man  of  deep  conviction 
and  of  profound  moral  sense.  This  is  well 
attested  by  his  course  in  politics.  Prior  to 
1872  he  was  a Republican,  but  having  become 
thoroughly  convinced  that  the  most  effective 
way  in  which  to  stamp  out  the  evils  attendant 
upon  the  liquor  traffie  was  by  united  action  at 
the  polls  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  temper- 
ance, he  manfully  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
Prohibition  party.  Since  then  he  has  uni- 
formly and  consistently  acted  with  the  organ- 
ization, and  stands  high  in  its  councils.  He 
has  been  his  party’s  nominee  for  the  State  Sen- 
ate, and  was  for  several  years  chairman  of  its 
State  Central  Committee.  In  1892  he  was  a 
delegate  to  the  National  Prohibition  Conven- 
tion, at  Cincinnati,  and  his  acquaintance 
throughout  the  State  and  Nation  is  an  exten- 
sive one.  His  political  opponents  recognize 
the  absolute  sincerity  of  his  motives  and  ac- 
cord him  no  stinted  meed  of  respect.  His  re- 
ligious faith  is  that  of  the  Adventists,  in  whose 
communion  he  is  an  ordained  minister,  al- 
though other  cares  prevent  him  from  fre- 
quently occupying  the  pulpit. 

Delos  Daniels  Brown  was  born  April 
8,  1838,  in  the  town  of  Orleans,  on  Cape  Cod. 
Mass.,  and  his  childhood  was  passed  wherever 
his  father  was  assigned  to  various  charges, 
but  his  early  education  did  not  suffer  because 
of  these  changes  of  residence.  He  attended 
the  district  schools  of  East  Hampton  as  well 
as  Wilbraham  Academy,  for  several  terms, 
and  Chase’s  Institute  at  Middletown,  Conn. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company 
PI,  of  the  Twenty-first  Connecticut  Volun- 
teers. Before  leaving  the  State  he  was  made 
lieutenant,  and  previous  to  the  close  of  the  war 
rose  to  be  captain,  being  transferred  to  Com- 
pany F.  Among  other  battles  in  which  he 
took  part  were  those  of  Fredericksburg,  Dru- 
ry's Bluff,  Cold  Harbor,  Chapin’s  Farm  and 
Fair  Oaks.  He  was  present  at  the  fall  of 
Richmond,  and  his  regiment  was  the  first  to 
enter  the  captured  city.  Mr.  Brown  lias  re- 
cently completed  the  compilation  and  editing 
of  the  “History  of  the  21st  Reg."  It  is  a 
ulork  of  great  value,  taking  tip  the  storv  of 
each  company,  in  turn,  and  being  largely  a 
recital  of  the  principal  events  of  that  stirring 
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period  participated  in  by  the  author  himself, 
who-  writes  as  an  eye  witness,  of  reflective  intel- 
ligence and  unbiased  judgment.  He  received 
his  discharge  in  November,  1864,  and  at  once 
returned  to  East  Hampton,  where  he  became 
a partner  of  Warren  Veazey  and  D.  W.  Sex- 
ton, bell  manufacturers,  under  title  .of  Sex- 
ton, Veazey  & Brown.  He  was  manager  of 
the  business,  and  traveled  in  its  interest,  cov- 
ering a field  extending  as  far  west  as  Lincoln, 
Nebraska.  His  next  business  venture  was  as 
proprietor  of  a crockery  store  in  Norwich.  In 
1885  he  bought  the  property  known  as  the 
“Lake  View  House,"  which  under  his  man- 
agement, has  won  an  enviable  reputation  for 
its  excellent  cuisine.  Mr.  Brown  is  a genial 
host,  who  thoroughly  understands  how  to 
cater  successfully  to  the  comfort  of  his  guests, 
and  his  hostelry  is  largely  patronized  by 
camping  parties  from  Meriden  and  by  stu- 
dents from  Yale,  who  make  yearly  visits  there 
to  enjoy  the  boating,  fishing  and  bathing.  He 
is  a,  Republican  in  politics,  and  is  at  present 
chairman  of  his  party’s  town  committee.  He 
has  held  various  public  offices  of  importance. 
For  four  and  a 'half  years  he  served  as  county 
commissioner,  and  in  1882  represented  his 
town  in  the  State  Legislature,  in  which  body 
he  served  as  a member  of  the  committee  on 
New  Counties  and  County  Seats,  and  as  chair- 
man of  that  on  “Manual  and  Roll,"  a publica- 
tion issued  under  State  auspices  every  session. 
For  ten  years  he  was  road  commissioner,  and 
was  made  postmaster  at  East  Hampton  in  Au- 
gust, 1901.  His  kindness  of  heart,  urbanity 
of  manner  and  sterling  worth  have  combined 
to  make  him  immensely  popular,  and  socially 
he  is  very  prominent.  He  is  a member  of  An- 
chor Lodge  No.  1 12,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  was 
its  Master  for  ten  years.  He  also  belongs  to 
Mansfield  Post,  No.  53.  G.  A.  R.,  of  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  and  is  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Order  of  Lhfited  American  Mechanics.  He  is 
also  a member  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Club  of 
Connecticut. 

On  September  2,  1862,  Mr.  Brown  mar- 
ried Anna  E.  Veazey,  who  was  born  January 
27,  1835.  She  is  the  eldest  daughter  of  War- 
ren and  Betsey  (Brainerd)  Veazey,  of  East 
Hampton.  Mrs.  Brown  accompanied  her  hus- 
band during  eight  months  of  army  life,  while 
his  command  was  stationed  at  various  Virginia 


towns.  She  is  a member  of  Mansfield  Corps, 
W.  R.  C.,  of  Middletown. 

Eleazer  Veazey,  Mrs.  Delos  D.  Brown’s 
great-great-grandfather,  was  a native  of  Wind- 
ham, Conn.,  and  married  Mary  Markham,  of  , 
Middletown.  According  to  the  early  records 
of  Windham,  yet  preserved  in  Willimantic, 
their  son,  Eleazer  Veazey  (2)  was  married  to 
Mary  Brown,  on  February  18,  1771.  To 
them  were  born  Mary  (November  18,  1773), 
Elizabeth  (May  5,  1 777),  and  Eleazer  (3) 
(December  18,  1778).  Eleazer  Veazey  (3) 
was  born  in  Windham  and,  died  March  5, 
1852.  On  December  2,  1801,  he  married 
Elizabeth  West,  a daughter  of  Lemuel  and 
Desire  (Markham)  West,  of  Ellington,  !; 
Conn.,  and  had  five  children  of  whom:  (1)  1 

Emily,  born  February  15,  1805,  died  in 

1878,  married  Stephen  G.  Sears.  (2) 
Florida,  born  November  6,  1808,  married 
Joseph  N.  Goff,  and  died  November  8,  1877.  i 
They  became  the  parents  of  George  W.  Goff,  of  f 
East  Hampton,  whose  sketch  appears  else-  | 
where.  (3)  Marietta,  born  October  9,  1810,  i 
•and  died  October  4,  1888,  married,  in  1833, 
Amiel  Abell,  of  East  Hampton.  (4)  Warren,  , 
born  June  17,  1813,  married  March  27,  1833,  , 
to  Betsey  Brainerd  and  had  two  children : 
Anna  E.,  now  Mrs.  Delos  D.  Brown  ; and  Ida 
R.,  born  November  19,  1849,  living  in  Marl- 
boro,  Conn.  (5)  Hiram,  born  November  11,  I 
1816,  married  on  September  27,  1842,  ] 

Belinda  Bevin,  daughter  of  Isaac  Bevin,  Jr.,  [ 
and  they  died  without  issue. 

WILBUR  F.  WRIGHT,  one  of  Had- 
dam’s  popular  and  influential  citizens,  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  honored 
old  families  of  Middlesex  county. 

William  Wright,  his  grandfather,  was  born 
about  1774,  and  died  in  1848.  He  engaged  in  j 
farming  and  also  owned  and  operated  a saw-  j 
mill  at  Leesville,  where  he  made  his  home.  ; 
His  wife  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Dixon,  ; 
died  a number  of  years  before  him.  Their  chil-  i 
dren  were:  Charles  D.,  born  January  25, 

1804,  married  Harriet  Whitmore.  Moses  B.,  ; 
born  September  26,  1805,  married  Adelia  , 
Whitmore.  Mary  S.,  born  October  4,  1807, 
married  Alphonso  Hyde.  Mattalena  C..  born 
February  4,  1810,  married  Levi  Crosby.  Han- 
nah E.,  born  January  28,  1812,  married  Fran-  \ 
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cis  G.  Root.  Prudence  C,  born  May  26,  1814. 
married  Roswell  Davison.  Daniel  M.,  born 
July  26,  1816,  married  Prudence  Youngs. 
Rebecca  A.,  born  July  14,  1818,  married  Dan- 
iel C.  Taylor.  Lucy  P.,  born  December  14, 
1820,  married  Mason  PI.  Silliman.  Ann  T., 
born  August  14.  1823,  married  Henry  F. 
Gardner.  Jane  G.,  born  March  5,  1826,  died 
young. 

Elijah  Root,  father  of  Francis  G.  Root, 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing,  was  born  July  29, 
1786,  and  died  October  18,  1827.  He  married 
Lucy  Marshall,  who  was  born  July  6,  1791, 
'and  died  September  20,  1870.  Their  children: 
Almedia  Marshall,  born  July  1,  1812,  in  Chat- 
ham, Conn.,  married  Warren  Gates,  of  Xian- 
tic,  Conn.  Francis  G.,  born  January  19,  1814, 
in  Millington,  died  November  13,  1893.  Em- 
ily C.,  born  January  12,  1816,  in  East  Hacl- 
dana,  Conn.,  died  November  25,  1832.  Daniel 
VI.,  born  October  7,  1819,  in  Marlboro,  Conn., 
died  in  August,  1840.  Henry  R.  was  born 
April  23,  1822,  in  Marlboro.  Jane  E.,  born 
November  9,  1824,  in  Marlboro,  married  a 
\Ir.  Welch,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.  Elijah  D., 
jorn  October  20,  1827,  in  Marlboro,  lives  in 
New  York;  he  has  never  married. 

Charles  Dixon  Wright,  father  of  Wilbur 
E,  was  born  in  East  Haddam,  January  25, 
1804,  and  died  April  8,  1876.  He  was  a mill 
nlan  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  as  he  not  only 
worked  in  mills,  but  also  built  them  and  in- 
vented water-wheels.  After  his  marriage  he 
was  engaged  in  milling  in  Colchester  and  He- 
>ron,  Conn.  Politically  he  was  a thorough 
Democrat.  On  March  1,  1828,  he  married 
Harriet  A.  Whitmore,  who-  was  born  August 
$1,  1808,  and  died  December  26,  1871.  By 
his  union  were  born  the  following  children : 
Alary  E.,  born  December  20,  1828,  married 
first)  Robert  W.  Gates,  and  (second)  Ham- 
in  F.  Johnson,  of  the  Pine  Brook  District, 
laddam;  Charles  B.,  born  August  10,  1831, 
ived  in  Leesville,  where  he  died : Samuel  LX, 
><>rn  September  22,  1833,  died  February  20, 
834;  Wilbur  F.  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth; 
Aim  A.,  born  January  25,  1840,  married  Ce- 
estia  Dixon,  and  engaged  in  merchandising 
11  Leesville  for  a time,  but  at  present  is  an 
mdertaker  of  Westbrook,  and  plans  locating 
n Chicago,  III.,  with  a son ; Catherine  V.,  born 
anuary  27,  1846,  married  (first)  Henry  L. 
vloorehouse,  and  (second)  James  Mattison, 


of  Albion,  N.  Y. ; Matteline  Crosby,  born  Sep- 
tember 14,  1849,  married  H.  L.  Moorehouse, 
a contractor  of  Meriden,  Conn.,  and  died  Jan- 
uary 19,  1896;  Ossian,  born  March  23,  1852, 
was  a burnisher  for  years  for  the  Meriden 
Britannia  Company,  at  Meriden,  Conn.,  and 
died  February  15,  1902. 

Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Wright  was  a daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Electa  (Ackley)  Whitmore,  in 
whose  family  were  fourteen  daughters,  all  of 
whom  married,  and  most  of  them  had  families 
of  their  own.  They  were  : Mary,  wife  of  Seth 
Rodgers;  Emeline,  wife  of  James  Smith;  Har- 
riet A.,  mother  of  our  subject;  Alvira,  wife  of 
Dwight  A.  Lyman;  Louisa  wife  of  ITalsa 
Brown;  Lucy,  wife  of  Edwin  Brainard; 
Adelia,  wife  of  Moses  B.  Wright;  Almira, 
wife  of  Martin  Chapman;  Jane,  wife  of  Sey- 
mour Kellogg,  of  Westchester,  Conn. ; Carile, 
who  married  (first)  Tryon  Holmes  and  (sec- 
ond) William  Spencer;  Clarissa,  wife  of 
Charles  Lester,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Au- 
gusta, wife  of  Nehemiah  Upham;  Ellen,  wife 
of  Lyman  Upham;  and  Frances,  who  married 
[ (first)  Charles  Witter  and  (second)  a Mr. 
Foster,  and  lives  in  New  York  State. The  fa- 
ther of  this  family  engaged  in  mercantile  and 
milling  business  in  Leesville  when  that  place 
was  quite  a thriving  town.  Having  no  sons, 

, usually  two  of  his  daughters  were  kept  busy 
in  the  store,  and  when  one  married  one  of  the 
: younger  sisters  took  her  place. 

Wilbur  F.  Wright  was  born  in  Colchester, 
April  13,  1836,  and  after  his  eleventh  year 
lived  at  Leesville.  From  the  age  of  thirteen 
to  sixteen  years  he  attended  the  school  on  the 
hill  that  can  be  seen  from  his  present  home. 
Pie  worked  in  the  woods  in  winter,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years  commenced  farming 
j under  his  father,  but  soon  took  entire  charge  of 
the  place.  In  partnership  with  his  father  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  quite  extensively,  and 
raised  considerable  tobacco,  which  proved 
quite  a profitable  industry,  selling  the  crop 
from  one  acre  for  $670.  For  three  years  lie 
was  connected  with  his  brother  in  running 
the  “Machimoodus  House. " at  Mood  us.  which 
the  latter  owns.  Mr.  \\  right  still  follows  farm- 
ing to  a limited  extent,  but  devotes  most  of 
his  time  to  public  affairs.  For  ten  years  lie 
has  most  creditably  and  acceptably  filled  the 
office  of  selectman  of  the  town,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  relief  two  vears.  In 
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politics  he  is  a liberal  Democrat.  As  a pub- 
lic-spirited and  progressive  citizen  be  has 
proved  invaluable  to  bis  community,  being  al- 
ways ready  to  further  any  enterprise  for  the 
public  good. 

On  May  15,  1872,  Mr.  Wright  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Emily  S.  Murkett,  who 
was  born  in  Leesville  May  31,  1847,  a daugh- 
ter of  Charles  D.  and  Frances  (Spencer) 
Murkett.  They  have  a family  of  three  chil- 
dren, namely  : Charles  Hobart,  born  April  26, 
1874;  Ossian  A.,  June  8,  1878;  and  Addie  M., 
January  12,  1888.  Ossian  A.  is  now  em- 
ployed in  a wholesale  house  in  New  York 
City. 

B.  N.  HEDGES,  a leading  contractor  and 
builder  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  is 
classed  among  the  best  citizens  of  that  town, 
and  is  one  ol  its  most  extensive  property  own- 
ers. Through  a long  and  busy  life  he  has 
steadily  worked  his  way  upward,  and  is  now 
rated  everywhere  as  a man  of  property,  in- 
fluence and  character. 

Mr.  Hedges  was  born  August  2,  1836,  on 
Farm  Hill,  Middletown,  son  of  Charles 
B.  and  Elizabeth  (Levere)  Hedges.  The  fa- 
ther of  Elizabeth  Levere  was  a native-born 
Frenchman,  came  to  the  United  States  early 
in  life,  and  settled  in  New  Jersey,  where  she 
was  born.  Isaac  Hedges,  father  of  Charles 
B.,  established  himself  on  Farm  Hill  at  an 
early  day,  and  died  about  1844,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five.  He  was  the  father  of  four  chil- 
dren : Henry,  a farmer  who  lived  and  died  at 

Feeding  Hills,  Mass. ; Charles  B. ; Mary,  who 
married  Daniel  Dunham,  and  died  at  Farm 
Hill , Middletown;  and  Sarah,  who  married 
William  Harris,  and  died  at  Staddle  Hill. 
Henry  Hedges,  the  remote  ancestor  of  the 
Hedges  family  in  America,  came  from  Eng- 
land and  settled  at  East  Hampton,  Long  Isl- 
and, generations  ago. 

Charles  B.  Hedges  was  born  in  1810,  was 
reared  on  the  farm  owned  by  his  father,  and 
became  a farmer.  In  Middletown  he  married 
Elizabeth  Levere,  who  had  come  to  the  city 
to  work  in  the  factory  of  The  Russell  Com- 
pany. To  this  union  were  born  the  follow- 
ing named  children : B.  N. ; Isaac,  a carpen- 

ter and  joiner  at  Stamford;  Jasper,  who  was 
a mechanic  and  machinist  at  Athol,  Mass., 
where  he  died  in  1901 ; Shaler,  connected  as  a 


contractor  with  the  W.  & B.  Douglass  Com- 
pany at  Middletown;  Henry,  a joiner  on  Farm  |i 
Hill ; and  Evaline,  who  married  Silas  Roberts, 

• 7 • rr-«  ^ J I 

and  died  at  Long  Hill.  The  father  passed 
away  in  1881,  on  the  farm  where  he  was  born,  • 
and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  Farm  Hill 
cemetery.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat  and 
in  religion  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  | 
His  widow  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  eighty-  I 
eight,  and  is  a hale  and  well  preserved  old  j! 
lady. 

B.  N.  Hedges  attended  the  Farm  Hill  dis-  |1 
trict  school,  and  remembers  Maria  Hubbard  as 
his  first  teacher.  He  has  lived  to  witness  a i 
vast  improvement  in  the  public  schools,  and  is  | 
always  interested  in  promoting  the  cause  of  | 
popular  education.  He  received  his  entire  i 
schooling  at  Farm  Hill,  and  attended  only  one  ! 
summer  term,  and  that  was  when  he  was  seven  | 
years  old.  The  next  summer  he  helped  his 
father  on  the  farm,  and  when  he  was  ten  years  ; 
old  clothed  himself  out  of  his  own  earnings,  j 
When  thirteen  years  old  he  entered  the  lock  ; 
shop  at  Zoar,  where  he  was  employed  in  dif-  1 
ferent  parts  of  the  factory  for  a number  of 
years,  and  while  at  work  there  he  received  a 
severe  injury  to  his  right  foot,  from  which  he 
has  never  wholly  recovered.  He  worked  two  : 
summers  in  the  cotton  mill  at  South  Farms,  J 
and  one  season  for  Edward  Johnson,  a farmer,  f 
at  Johnson's  Lane.  In  the  fall  of  1852,  Mr.  i 
Hedges  took  up  the  molder’s  trade,  b>  which  j 
he  devoted  two  years,  and  then  went  to1  work  . 
for  S.  C.  & H.  T.  Johnson,  contractors  and  : 
builders,  receiving  for  the  first  two  years  $40  j 
and  $50,  respectively,  as  yearly  wages.  With  j 
this  money,  and  what  he  earned  extra  by  work-  j 
ing  overtime,  the  young  man  clothed  himself,  ; 
and  saved  twenty-five  dollars.  After  he  had  ; 
mastered  the  trade  he  worked  as  a journeyman  j 
for  a time,  and  was  in  the  W.  & B.  Douglass  1 
pump  factory  for  about  two  years.  In  1858  j 
Mr.  Hedges  engaged  in  business  for  himself 
as  a contractor  and  builder,  and  has  followed  i 
that  line  to  the  present  time.  Sometimes  he 
has  had  partners  working  in  Middletown  and 
elsewhere,  but  he  has  largely  depended  on 
himself,  and  carried  on  his  various  enter- 
prises without  assistance.  He  has  been  prov- 
ident and  successful,  and  owns  several  houses 
in  Middletown,  erected  'by  himself.  He  built 
his  excellent  home  on  Farm'  Hill.  With  his 
brother,  Jasper.  Mr.  Hedges  organized  the 
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Hedges  Hardware  Company  at  Zoar,  and  for 
a year  was  in  the  grocery  store  of  Hedges  & 
Davis,  at  Middletown. 

Mr.  Hedges  married  Mary  B.  Chapman, 
of  Kensington,  Conn.,  and  they  had  one  son, 
Frank  B.,  who  is  nowi  a carpenter  in  Middle- 
town.  After  her  death  Mr.  Hedges  married 
Miss  Mary  B.  Wright,  of  Rocky  Hill,  daugh- 
ter of  fra  Wright,  and  she  is  the  mother  of 
one  son,  Ira  G.,  a joiner  of  Middletown.  Mir. 
Hedges  is  a Republican  politically,  and  has 
served  in  the  city  council  and  on  the  board  of 
relief.  He  was  a member  of  the  order  of 
Chosen  Friends,  and  is  a genial  and  well  pre- 
served gentleman. 

GELSTON.  The  first  Gelstons  of  whom 
we  have  any  authentic  record  were  Rev.  Sam- 
uel and  Hugh,  who  were  born  in  Belfast,  lre- 
i land,  of  Scottish  parentage,  and  came  to  Amer- 
j ica  in  1717,  locating  at  Southampton,  Long 
Island,  where  Hugh  carried  on  a mercantile 
business  and  also  served  as  judge  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas  for  twenty-one  years.  He 
I was  buried  at  that  place.  He  first  married 
Mary  Maltby,  of  Connecticut,  whose  parents 
! were  natives  of  Yorkshire,  England,  and  by 
this  union  he  had  five  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. bor  his  second  wife  Hugh  Gelston  mar- 
ried Mary,  widow  of  Francis  Pelletrean,  and 
they  had  two  daughters  and  one  son. 

Deacon  Maltby  Gelston,  son  of  Hugh,  was 
a college-bred  man.  He  was  born  in  South- 
ampton, Long  Island,  and  spent  most  of  his 
life  near  his  birthplace,  at  Bridge  Hampton, 
becoming  a man  of  considerable  influence  in 
I his  community.  He  was  a member  of  the 
safety  committee  during  the  early  days  of  our 
j struggle  for  independence,  and  finding  it  prob- 
able that  the  English  would  overrun  the  lo- 
cality in  which  he  lived  he,  as  chairman  of 
the  committee,  sent  word  to  Gov.  Trumbull 
j for  protection  in  the  shape  of  soldiers,  but  none 
coming  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his  home. 
His  fears  were  confirmed,  for  the  British  de- 
vastated the  region,  using  his  wife’s  bedroom 
as  a stable  for  their  horses.  In  the  meantime 
he  came  to  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  but  after 
the  close  of  the  war  returned  to  Long  Island, 
where  he  died.  He  married  Mary  Parsons, 
a relative  of  Gen.  Thomas  Holden  Parsons,  of 
Revolutionary  fame. 

William  Gelston,  son  of  Deacon  Maltbv, 


was  born  September  3,  1754,  in  Southampton, 
Long  Island,  and  came  with  his  parents  to 
East  Haddam,  Conn.,  where  he  remained.  He 
was  a soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  during 
the  war  was  taken  prisoner  and  held  on  a 
prison  ship,  and  for  a short  time  was  master 
of  a privateer.  Upon  his  return  home,  in 

1780,  he  married  Miss  Asenath  Sears,  who 

was  born  July  12,  1760,  daughter  of  Matthew 
and  Martha  (Warner1)  Sears.  Her  father  was 
one  of  the  largest  landowners  in  the  town  of 
East  Haddam,  and  was  also  an  extensive  mill 
owner.  It  was  in  1760  that  he  erected  the 
large  house  near  the  Episcopal  Church,  his 
home  before  this  having  been  near  Bashan 
Pond.  After  his  marriage  William  Gelston 
purchased  the  property  where  the  “Hotel 
Swan”  (once  the  “Gelston  House’’)  now 
stands,  and  lived  there  until  1826,  when  he 
sold  it  to  Joseph  Goodspeed.  A part  of  the 
old  mansion  is  now  attached  to  the  present 
house.  Through  purchase  and  inheritance  by 
his  wife  Mr.  Gelston  became  possessed  of  a 
large  tract  of  land.  He  bought  of  Samuel 
Crowell  the  house  he  occupied  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  For  twenty  years  he  served  as  sher- 
iff of  Middlesex  county,  and  filled  many  town 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility.  Besides  en- 
gaging in  the  hotel  business  he  carried  on 
farming  and  lumbering,  and  in  connection 
with  Gen.  Champion  was  interested  in  shad 
fishing.  Early  in  the  sixties  the  Gelston  House 
Company  was  formed,  the  largest  stockholders 
being  Hugh  Gelston,  of  Baltimore.  Md.,  and 
George  S.  Gelston.  of  Fort  Hamilton,  X.  Y., 
sons  of  William.  The  hotel  is  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  Ralph  B.  Swan,  who  has  re-chris- 
tened it  “Hotel  Swan.”  William  Gelston  died 
June  24,  1840.  and  his  wife  departed  this  life 
March  4.  1846.  In  their  family  were  the  fol- 
lowing children : Abby,  born  September  3. 

1781,  married  Joseph  Brainard,  of  New  York; 
Matilda,  born  February  14.  1783.  married 
Timothy  Wright,  of  Colchester,  Conn. : 
Larissa,  born  April  15,  1785.  married  George 
Wells,  of  Hebron,  Conn.,  later  a merchant  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  and  died  in  1876;  William.  Jr., 
was  next  in  order  of  birth;  Hugh  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years;  Hugh  (2),  born  August 
20,  1794,  married  Rebecca  Durham,  and  lived 
in  Baltimore,  Mil. : Maltbv,  born  November 
28,  1707,  died  in  South  Carolina,  aged  twen- 
ty-eight years;  Richard  IX.  born  June  21, 
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1800,  married  Carrile  Palmer,  and  lived  in 
East  Haddam,  Conn.;  Henry,  born  February 
26,  1803,  married  Maria  Howell,  and  engaged 
in  the  jewelry  business  in  New  York;  and 
George  Sears,  born  August  13,  1805,  married 
Maria  Antoinette  Mined  and  engaged  in  the 
leal-estate  business  in  Fort  Hamilton,  New 
York. 

William  Gelston,  Jr.,  was  born  in  East 
Haddam  April  22,  1787,  and  received  a good 
common-school  training.  He  was  interested 
in  the  hotel  business  with  his  father,  though 
he  made  farming  his  chief  occupation,  owning 
and  operating  some  200  acres  of  land.  Though 
not  a politician  he  was  a stanch  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  filled  the  office  of 
land  surveyor.  He  was  one  of  the  representa- 
tive men  of  his  community,  highly  respected 
and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  I11  re- 
ligious belief  he  was  an  Episcopalian,  while 
his  wife  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
In  Colchester,  October  21,  18-21,  he  married 
Miss  Lucy  Biglow,  daughter  of  John  and 
Temperance  ( Spencer)  Biglow,  and  a repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  old  Colonial  families. 
She  was  born  September  10,  1799.  and  died 
June  14,  1880  and  Mr.  Gelston  departed  this 
life  March  7,  1874.  To  this  worthy  couple 
were  born  six  children,  namely : Larissa,  born 
November  3,  1822,  died  March  10,  1825.  (2) 
Abby  Ann,  born  January  16,  1825,  was  mar- 
ried June  9,  1846  to  Henry  E.  West,  of  New 
London,  Conn.,  who  died  in  East  Haddam  in 
1899.  (3)  Maltby,  born  December  2 1826, 

married  late  in  life  Mrs.  Emily  (Brooks) 
Brainard,  and  died  April  7,  1900.  (4)  Mary 

Jane,  born  September  26,  1829,  died  August 
3,  1839.  (5)  John  B.,  born  July  14,  1834, 

was  educated  at  the  Bacon  Academy,  Col- 
chester, and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
East  Haddam.  For  several  years  he  was  a 
traveling  salesman  for  a New  York  jewelry 
house.  He  married  Sarah  B.  Ackley,  of  East 
Haddam,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Rebecca 
(Cone)  Ackley  and  by  this  union  seven  chil- 
dren have  been  born — John  M.,  a farmer  of 
East  Haddam,  who  married  Fannie  Benedict, 
and  has  two  children,  Ruth  and  Leroy ; Re- 
becca, who  married  (first)  George  Mallory, 
and  (second)  William  T.  Duncan,  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. ; Hollister,  a carpenter  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn. ; and  William  Isaac,  Sarah,  George 


Hugh  and  Mary,  all  at  home.  (6)  Lucy,  born 
November  8,  1838,  resides  at  the  Upper  Land- 
ing in  East  Haddam. 

CAPT.  CHARLES  FREDERICK  KEL-  : 
SEY.  Coming  from  an  old,  substantial  and 
prominent  family,  patriotic  and  vigorous,  well- 
known  on  sea  and  on  land,  the  Captain  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  the  citizens  who  have 
won  for  the  great  State  of  Connecticut  her 
honorable  position  among  the  sisterhood  of 
States.  , 

Our  first  record  of  the  American  branch 
of  the  Kelsey  family  is  the  story  of  the  Cap- 
tain's great-grandfather,  Ephraim  Kelsey,  of 
Westbrook,  old  and  lame,  too  feeble  to  be  a ; 
soldier,  but  not  too  old.  lame  or  feeble  to  seize 
his  old  flintlock  and  lead  his  fellow-citizens 
to  repel  the  British  when  they  attempted  to  j 
land  and  burn  the  village  of  Essex.  His  patri- 
otic courage  saved  the  place,  for  the  invaders  j 
were  frightened  by  the  show  of  resistance  and  j 
sailed  away.  Ephraim  Kelsey,  his  son,  was  » 
one  of  a large  family.  Early  in  life  he  began 
to  go  on  the  water,  and  perhaps  from  this 
sailor  was  inherited  the  longing  for  the  sea  j 
which  became  a craving,  in  the  case  of  our 
honored  subject,  that  continued  with  him  dur-  i 
ing  the  greater  part  of  his  active  life.  When  i 
too  old  to  longer  bear  the  exposure  of  life  on  f 
the  water  he  returned  to  the  farm,  and  lived  ; 
to  an  advanced  age,  dying,  full  of  honors;  at  j 
Westbrook.  He  reared  a large  family.  The  : 
children  of  Ins  first  marriage,  to-  Lydia  Buck-  j 
ingham,  were:  Nancy,  who  married  Rich-  1 

ard  Stannard;  Horace,  who  married  Mary  j 
Hayden;  Lucy  A.,  who  married  Philip  M.  1 
Kirtkmd ; and  Charles  E.,  the  father  of  our  ; 
subject.  The  children  of  the  second  marriage,  i 
which  was  to  a Boone,  were : Orson,  who  , 

married  Abby  Bushnell ; Sally,  who  married 
Andrew  B.  Spencer ; Lydia,  who  married  ( 
Linus  Stevens;  and  William,  who  married  ! 
Susan  Wilcox,  of  Clinton,  Conn.  The  chil- 
dren of  his  third  marriage,  to-  Mary  Ann 
Magne,  were  Lucretia  and  Ephraim. 

Charles  E.  Kelsey,  the  Captain’s  father, 
was  born  March  21,  1800,  in  Westbrook,  and 
as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  began  a life  \ 
upon  the  water,  running  vessels  along  the 
Sound  between  Boston  and  New  York  while  ■ 
quite  a youthful  commander.  All  along  the 
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coast  he  was  well  known,  continuing  thus  un- 
til obliged  to  resign  because  of  poor  health, 
which  was  caused  primarily  by  a cold  settling 
in  his  upper  jaw,  which  became  so  affected  that 
a part  of  it  had  to  be  removed.  His  death, 
which  finally  resulted  from  this  cause,  after 
great  suffering,  occurred  on  the  farm  now  oc- 
cupied by  our  subject,  on  October  1,  1866.  A 
prominent  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  he 
held  many  of  the  town  offices,  and  was  active 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
On  February  26,  1824,  he  married  Amelia  M. 
Jones,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Jones,  filer 
death  occurred  two  years  after  that  of  her  hus- 
band. Two  children  were  born  of  this  mar- 
riage: Charles  Frederick,  our  subject;  and 

Eliza  Ann,  who  married  Samuel  Hull,  and 
died  in  Clinton,  Mr.  Hull  now  making  his 
home  with  our  subject. 

Charles  F.  Kelsey  was  born  February  1, 
1825,  in  the  northern  part  of  Westbrook,  re- 
moving later  with  his  parents  to  the  present 
farm.  His  early  education  was  acquired  in 
the  common  schools,  but  a life  of  adventure 
and  travel  has  made  of  Capt.  Kelsey  one  of 
the  most  delightful  of  companions,  one  whose 
deficiencies  of  education  would  never  be  no- 
ticed. As  a child  he  was  attracted  to  the 
water,  his  early  playthings  were  boats,  and  by 
the  time  he  was  four  years  old  his  indulgent 
father  permitted  him  to  accompany  him  on 
several  trips,  the  child  displaying  even  then 
a bravery  and  courage  which  have  been  among 
his  chief  attributes.  With  a great  admiration 
for  his  father,  while  but  a school  boy  he  de- 
termined to  become  a commander,  like  he  was, 
and  during  vacations  he  often  distressed  his 
good  old  grandfather  by  escaping  to  some  ves- 
sel instead  of  hoeing  the  corn.  The  grandfa- 
ther had  an  ambition  to  make  this  child  of  his 
oid  age  a model  farmer,  but  the  wine  of  the 
sea  was  in  his  blood,  and  no  life  but  that  of  the 
sailor  to  him  seemed  worth  living,  file  made 
several  vacation  trips  with  Capt.  William 
Jones,  of  New  Haven,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen lie  ended  his  school  days  and  was  given  a 
position  on  his  father’s  ship,  making  several 
trips  to  the  West  Indies.  Later  he  shipped  be- 
fore the  mast,  and,  beginning  at  the  bottom  of 
the  ladder,  lie  worked  his  way  gradually  up- 
ward, serving  in  every  capacity.  Sometimes 
when  the  father  made  Westbrook,  while  on  a 
trip  from  New  York  to  Connecticut  river 


points,  our  subject  would  take  his  place,  al- 
though only  a boy  in  years,  and  permit  his 
parent  a little  rest  at  home,  safely  conducting 
the  vessel  to  its  destination.  When  he  was 
nineteen  Capt.  William  Jones,  of  New  Haven, 
gave  him  charge  of  a vessel,  the  “New  York,” 
a sloop  of  nearly  ninety  tons,  and  our  subject 
ran  her  as  a packet  between  New  York  and 
New  Haven,  continuing  thus  some  four 
months. 

About  this  time  his  father’s  health  be- 
came so  poor  that  he  decided  to  leave  the 
water,  and  his  vessel,  the  “Eliza  A.  Kelsey,” 
the  last  one  he  ever  commanded,  was  turned 
over  to  our  subject,  who  used  it  in  the  oyster 
trade  for  about  two  years  and  then  sold  it, 
purchasing  the  “Achilles.”  For  several  years 
he  ran  that  boat,  and  was  then  engaged  to 
run  the  “Lane,”  a boat  owned  in  Deep  River, 
which,  however,  he  kept  but  a short  time. 
Later,  at  Westbrook,  was  built  the  “T.  C.  Ly- 
man,” of  160  tons,  one  of  the  largest  vessels 
ever  constructed  in  Westbrook,  in  which  our 
subject  and  his  father  owned  the  controlling 
interest.  The  Captain  ran  her  between  Al- 
bany, Boston,  and  Chesapeake  Bay,  as  a gen- 
eral freighter,  and  upon  disposing  of  her  went 
as  captain  on  the  “William  Hone,”  a large 
schooner,  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade.  Fol- 
lowing this  came  engagements  on  the  schooner 
“Charger”  and  several  other  vessels,  one  of 
which  Capt.  Kelsey  owned  and  ran  along  the 
Sound  for  two  years,  selling  her  in  1857,  and 
going  to  the  old  home  farm  for  a time.  In 
1858  he  went  steamboating  on  the  Connecti- 
cut river,  on  the  steamer  “Seneca.”  Capt.  Will- 
iam Dudley. 

In  the  winter  of  1859  the  Captain  decided 
that  he  would  make  a trip  to  California,  and 
sailed  in  the  steamer  “Ariel,”  by  way  of  the 
Isthmus.  The  fare  was  $100.  and  they  were 
fifty  days  en  route.  Landing  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, he  intended  to  follow  fishing  and  boat- 
ing, but  became  interested  in  the  mining  stories 
of  ail  about  him.  and  concluded  to  try  that 
life  for  a time,  living  in  the  camps  at  Washoo. 
in  the  Sierra  Nevada  mountains,  and  also  at 
Lake  Bigler.  However,  he  returned  to  San 
Francisco,  still  with  the  idea  of  fishing  and 
boating.  Finding  at  the  wharf  the  “Faraway." 
a ship  of  100  tons,  which  he  had  run  a few 
years  previously  in  Long  Island  Sound,  he 
hired  her  and  made  fishing  trips  along  the 
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Pacific  coast  as  far  north  as  British  Columbia, 
also  in  the  Sacramento  river.  He  was  doing 
well,  having  speculated  some  little  in  real  es- 
tate, but  just  at  that  time  he  heard  of  the 
serious . illness  of  his  dear  father,  and  started 
immediately  for  home.  The  rate  at  that  time 
was  only  cdio,  on  account  of  the  rate  war. 
After  a detention  of  fifteen  days,  on  account 
of  a break  in  the  vessel,  he  finally  reached 
home,  two  weeks  before  the  death  of  his  fa- 
ther. 

Since  that  time  Capt.  Kelsey  has  remained 
on  the  farm,  which  for  the  past  few  years  has 
been  in  charge  of  his  son  Charles.  A series 
of  accidents  necessitated  the  amputation  of  a 
part  of  his  right  leg,  and  since  then  Capt. 
Kelsey  has  not  been  as  active  as  of  old,  but 
no  trouble  or  suffering  can  quench  his  jovial 
spirit,  or  make  him  forget  the  entertaining  of 
guests  under  his  hospitable  roof.  Well  known 
in  both  the  East  and  the  West,  he  relates  many 
interesting  stories  of  his  life  and  friends,  one 
of  whom  was  Commodore  Cornelius  Vander- 
bilt. 

Capt.  Kelsey  was  married  November  19, 
1868,  to  Ann  Aretta  Smith,  who  was  born  in 
1839,  in  Chester,  coming  to  Westbrook  with 
her  parents  when  a child.  Two  children  came 
to  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Kelsey : Charles  Russell, 

born  in  1873.  wh°  1S  the  efficient  and  capable 
manager  of  the  farm;  and  Freddie  Walton, 
born  in  1876,  who  died  in  1878. 

Charles  Smith,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Kelsey, 
was  born  in  Suffield,  Conn.,  his  parents  mov- 
ing to  Chester  when  he  was  but  a boy.  Learn- 
ing the  trade  of  blacksmith  'when  a boy,  he  fol- 
lowed that  occupation.  He  died  in  Westbrook, 
and  is  buried  in  Chester.  He  married  Melinda 
Spencer,  a native  of  Chester,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Michael  and  Mary  (Platts)  Spencer, 
and  the  children  born  of  this  marriage  num- 
bered eight,  of  whom  Mrs.  Smith  is  the  sev- 
enth. All  rank  among  the  most  esteemed  resi- 
dents of  the  locality. 

CHARLES  E.  BACON,  owner  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Poplar  Corner  Dairy  Farm,  lo- 
cated about  three  miles  from  the  city,  in  the 
Westfield  District  in  the  town  of  Mjiddletown, 
Middlesex  county,  is  one  of  the  solid  and  gen- 
uinely worthy  men  of  that  community,  highly 
respected  for  both  his  honest  dealing  and  his 
industrious  habits. 


The  history  of  this  branch  of  the  Bacon 
family  in  America  begins  with  the  coming  of 
Michael  Bacon  to  Dedham,  Mass.,  where  his 
descendants  lived  for  a time,  thence  coming 
into  Connecticut,  where  they  have  become 
quite  numerous,  and  ever  classed  among  the 
most  honorable  citizens.  Nathaniel  Bacon,  a 
grandson  of  Michael,  came  to  Middletown 
and  acquired  a large  tract  of  land,  a portion  of 
which  is  now  owned  by  Charles  E.,  our  sub- 
ject, who  is  in  the  ninth  generation  of  farm- 
ers in  the  family.  Benjamin  Bacon,  son  of 
Nathaniel,  married  a daughter  of  Gov.  Miller, 
and  their  son,  Phineas,  was  the  father  of  Ben- 
jamin Bacon,  who  in  turn  was  the  father  of 
Ebenezer  Bacon  and  grandfather  of  Charles 
Bacon.  The  family  history  is  fully  outlined 
in  the  sketch  of  Albert  Bacon,  which  appears 
elsewhere. 

Charles  Bacon,  the  father  of  Charles  E., 
was  born  October  27,  1819,  in  the  house  now 
occupied  by  his  son,  Charles  E.  He  resided 
and  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  until  his  mar- 
riage, when  he  moved  to  an  adjoining  farm, 
where  he  erected  the  present  stucco  house  in 
1855.  He  bought  the  place  of  the  heirs  of 
Seth  Wilcox,  who  was  his  uncle.  There  he 
died  July  13,  1896.  Charles  Bacon  as  a 
farmer  belonged  distinctively  to  the  progressive 
class,  and  the  results  which  attended  his  ef- 
forts were  always  of  the  best.  He  was  the  first 
man  in  the  town  to  own  thoroughbred  Jersey 
cattle.  As  a citizen  he  was  awake  to'  the  best 
interests  of  the  town,  and  heartily  advocated 
all  movements  that  had  for  their  object  the 
advancement  of  its  interests.  He  was  not  a 
public  man,  as  his  desire  for  all  such  honors 
was  certainly  lacking;  however,  he  w'as  very 
much  interested  in  the  selection  of  honest  and 
competent  men  for  public  officials.  As  an 
individual  he  represented  a high  type  of  the 
straightforward  man.  His  word  was  as  good 
as  his  bond,  and  when  Charles  Bacon  made  a 
statement  it  represented  exactly  what  he 
thought  to  be  true,  and  among  those  who'  knew 
him  his  integrity  was  unquestioned.  He  prob- 
ably bore  a greater  resemblance  to  his  father 
than  the  other  son,  and  was  like  that  parent 
in  many  respects,  possessing  a characteristic 
and  keen  sense  of  humor,  and  a power  of  re- 
tort remarkably  quick  and  strong.  Among 
his  acquaintances  were  many  prominent  busi- 
ness men  and  citizens  of  Middletown  and  Mer- 
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iden,  and  wherever  he  was  known  he  had  the 
profound  respect  of  all.  He  was  a Republican,! 
and  in  religious  connection  belonged  to  the 
Westfield  Congregational  Church. 

Mr.  Bacon  was  married  April  29,  1847,  t° 
Harriet  N.  Bacon,  who  was  born  November 
29,  1823,  daughter  of  Joel  and  Lucina  (Tay- 
lor) Bacon,  of  Canton,  Conn.,  and  grand- 
daughter of  David  Taylor,  a soldier  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution.  They  became  the  parents 
| of  the  following  children  : ( 1 ) Lavinia  C., 

born  March  29,  1849,  married  Orin  Coe,  of 
Westfield  (a  son  of  Osborne  Coe),  who  re- 
j moved  after  his  marriage  to  Providence,  R. 

! I.,  where  he  was  connected  with  the  cement 
pipe  business,  and  where  he  died  December 
28,  1880.  He  left  a widow  and  two  children 
— Harriet  E.  (who  married  Russell  Frisbie) 
j and  Ruth  P.,  both  of  whom  are  living  in  Crom- 
\ well.  Mrs.  Coe  was  married  the  second  time, 

| to  Josiah  M.  Hubbard,  of  Middletown,  at  Pas- 
I adena,  Cal.,  where  she  died  May  14,  1899  ; 
she  was  buried  in  Westfield.  1(2)  Charles  E. 
is  mentioned  belowr.  (3) Pliny  D.,  born  May 
15,  1854,  married  Ida  Bolles,  and  resides  in 
Middlefield,  Conn.  (4)  J.  Edward,  born 
j Mlarch  25,  1859,  is  unmarried,  and  is  living- 
on  the  old  homestead.  The  mother  of  these 
died  April  6,  1901. 

Charles  E.  Bacon  was  born  February  4, 
1851,  in  a house  that  stood  where  the  stucco 
house  now'  stands,  and  which  gave  way  to  the 
construction  of  the  latter.  He  was  a gradu- 
ate in  the  first  Middletown  high  school  class,  in 
J 1867,  and  was  the  only  boy  in  the  class.  For 
| three  and  a half  years  after  this  he  taught  school 
j all  the  year  round  and  later  farmed  when  not 
teaching  in  summer.  His  first  term  was 
j in  the  Millers  Farm  District,  in  the  winter  of 
J 1866-67,  when  he  was  less  than  sixteen  years 
j old.  He  was  next  stationed  in  his  native  dis- 
j trict,  and  subsequently  in  Westfield  and  South- 
! ington.  He  then  paid  a visit  to  the  West,  go- 
ing as  far  as  Texas,  and  was  absent  seven 
j months.  In  1876  he  graduated  from  the 
Sheffield  Scientific  School,  at  Yale,  and  one 
year  from  the  following  fall  he  was  married, 
at  Durham,  at  that  time  locating  on  his  pres- 
ent farm  and  establishing  the  dairy  business  in 
Middletown  which  has  become  very  profitable, 
and  of  which  he  has  made  a specialty  ever 
since,  in  its  various  branches.  He  follows 
general  farming,  and  for  twenty  years  devoted 


considerable  attention  to  the  raising  and  sell- 
ing of  choice  thoroughbred  Jersey  stock. 
Among  others  who  have  bought  from  his  herd 
is  C.  I.  Hood,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  to  whom  Mr. 
Bacon  has  sold  some  of  the  finest  stock  he  has 
at  his  fine  country  home.  Mr.  Bacon  has  a 
fine  farm,  which  he  keeps  up  in  good  shape. 
He  is  a Republican  in  political  faith,  for  three 
years  has  served  as  assessor  of  the  town,  and 
has  been  acting  school  visitor  since  1889.  He 
is  a member  of  Mattabessett  Grange,  of  Mid- 
dletown, in  which  he  has  held  the  three  chief 
offices,  and  is  secretary  of  Central  Pomona 
Grange,  No.  1,  a position  he  has  held  almost 
twelve  years.  Mr.  Bacon  has  been  secretary  of 
the  Patrons'  Fire  Insurance  Company  of 
Hartford,  since  1892.  He  was  a charter 
member  of  Middletown  Lodge,  No.  771,  B. 
P.  O.  E.,  and  was  its  first  acting  Esteemed 
Lecturing  Knight;  and  is  a member  of  Apollo 
Lodge,  No.  33,  K.  of  P.,  at  Middletown. 

Mr.  Bacon  and  Miss  Georgiana  T.  Leacli 
were  married  November  14,  1877.  Mrs.  Ba- 
con was  born  July  14,  1853,  Durham,, 
daughter  of  Leverett  Marsden  and  Lydia  M. 
(Thayer)  Leach,  who  are  mentioned  else- 
where. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bacon  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  Grace  E.,  born  April  11, 

1879,  graduated  from  Northfield  Seminary,  at 
Northfield,  Mass.,  and  is  a member  of  the  class 
of  1903,  Mt.  Holyoke  College;  C.  Marsden, 
born  February  22,  1881,  graduated  from  the 
Wesleyan  Academy  at  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  in 
1900.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bacon  attend  the  Meth- 
odist Church  at  Middletown.  She  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Womans  Relief  Corps,  auxiliary  to 
Mansfield  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  also  of  the  Mat- 
tabessett Grange. 

HENRY  HOBART  WILLIAMS,  a well- 
known  citizen  of  Essex,  Middlesex  county,  re- 
siding at  Centerbrook,  is  a descendant  of  one 
of  the  oldest  families  of  this  locality. 

Benjamin  Williams,  his  great-grandfa- 
ther, was  a miller  and  large  landowner,  living 
at  Centerbrook.  He  was  quite  influential  in 
the  affairs  of  the  town  and  State,  and  had 
become  quite  well-to-do.  He  married  Libbie 
Dickinson  of  Old  Saybrook  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Samuel,  a farmer  and  miller  in 

Meadow  Woods,  married  Irene  Pratt;  Rich- 
ard, a sea  captain  who  resided  in  Centerbrook. 
married  Sarah  Cook;  Benjamin  is  mentioned 
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below;  Temperance  married  Cornelius  Reed 
and  lived  in  Deep  River;  and  Ann  died  un- 
married. 

Benjamin  Williams,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
grandfather  of  Henry  Hobart,  was  born  in 
Centerbrook  February  15,  1752.  He,  too-,  be- 
came a miller  and  ran  the  saw  and  gristmill, 
which  were  located  on  the  pine  ledge  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  Connecticut  Valley  Manufac- 
turing Company.  For  a time  he  also  ran  a 
carding  mill,  and  he  was  engaged  in  black- 
smithing  to  some  extent.  He  was  known  far 
and  wide  as  a tavern  keeper.  His  tavern  was 
a popular  place  for  parties  to  stop  for  refresh- 
ment, and  the  stage  coach  horses  were  always 
fed  there.  The  house  was  supplied  with  a 
ball  room,  and  was  often  the  scene  of  much 
gayety.  Like  his  father,  Benjamin  Williams 
Avas  a slave  owner,  and  a large  land  holder, 
and  he  became  very  influential.  He  was  a 
noted  penman,  and  his  services  in  that  line 
were  often  called  in  requisition.  He  married 
Patience  Pratt,  who  Avas  born  September  19, 
1753,  and  she  died  October  30,  1820.  His 
death  occurred  February  28,  1822.  In  relig- 
ious connection  he  was  an  Episcopalian. 

Humphrey  Williams,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Patience  and  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
April  18,  1793,  in  Centerbrook,  and  when  three 
years  old  Avas  taken  to  the  house  which  his 
father  had  erected,  and  Avhich  stood  on  the  site 
of  the  present  home  of  his  son,  Henry  H.  un- 
til 1880,  when  it  Avas  removed.  He  also  kept 
the  old  “Williams  Tavern”  until  1830.  As  a 
farmer  and  miller  he  Avas  very  successful,  and 
was  the  last  miller  that  personally  conducted 
the  old  gristmill  and  saAvmill,  disposing  of  the 
property  to  a stock  company  who  made  it  over 
and  added  much  to  it.  The  old  grist  mill  was 
burned  March  2,  1894,  together  with  the  other 
buildings,  and  now  neAV  structures  occupy  the 
old  site.  Humphrey  Williams  spent  the  later 
years  of  his  life  in  farming,  and  he  died  Feb- 
ruary 10.  1870,  in  the  house  above  mentioned. 
In  politics  he  Avas  a Democrat.  His  wife, 
Roxanna  Bushnell,  born  in  Guilford  in  1793, 
Avas  a daughter  of  Jonathan  Bushnell.  She  died 
February  16,  1870,  and  rests  with  the  other 
members  of  her  family  in  the  old  cemetery  at 
Centerbrook.  To  Humphrey  Williams  and 
Avife  Avere  born  the  following  children  : George 
H.,  a*  sailor,  married  Sarah  Getchell,  of  New 
London,  Conn.,  and  died  in  Essex  at  the  age 


of  thirty-nine  years  ; Harriet  E.  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three;  Julia  died  in  infancy;  Fred-  1 
erick  W.,  a member  of  the  firm  of  Williams 
& Marvin,  of  Deep  River,  at  one  time  a mem-  j 
her  of  the  Legislature,  and  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  the  town,  married  Mary  A.  Hammett, 
and  died  in  1900;  Julia  M.  is  deceased;  Lewis 
died  in  infancy ; Richard  LeAvis  died  unmar- 
ried November  1,  1869,  aged  thirty-six;  Sel- 
den  E.  married  and  lives  in  Bay  City,  Mich. ; 
and  Henry  H.  is  mentioned  beloAV. 

Henry  H.  Williams  Avas  born  December 
31,  1839,  in  the  old  family  home.  His  early 
education  was  restricted  to  the  advantages  to 
be  obtained  in  the  district  schools,  and  Avhile 
still  quite  young  he  shipped  before  the  mast. 
He  made  several  voyages  in  different  vessels,  j 
from  Nerv  York  to-  Galveston,  Texas, 
New  Orleans,  La.,  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  J 
other  southern  ports.  Covering  a per- 
iod of  ’ four  years  he  made  short 
voyages  on  various  vessels,  but  at  last  the  old  I 
farm  attracted  him  and  he  returned  to  it.  1 
Shortly  after  he  entered  the  Comstock  & Dick- 
inson ivory  factory,  remaining  there  a number 
of  years,  later  entering  the  factory  of  the  Con- 
necticut Valley  Manufacturing  Company, 
where  several  succeeding  years  Avere  spent. 
For  the  past  fifteen  years  Mr.  Williams  has  ' 
been  engaged  in  teaming,  grading  highways,  ; 
etc.,  becoming  a very  substantial  citizen.  Dur- 
ing President  Cleveland's  first  administration  j 
he  held  the  office  of  postmaster,  fulfilling  the  j 
duties  of  the  position  in  a creditable  manner,  i 
He  Avas  offered,  but  declined,  the  same  office  , 
during  the  second  administration  of  that  Ex-  ! 
ecutive.  Ahvays  a stanch  Democrat,  he  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  local  affairs, 
having  faithfully  served  as  assessor  for  two  > 
terms,  member  of  the  school  board,  and  j 
of  the  board  of  relief,  and  in  1900  his  party 
chose  him  as  a candidate  for  the  office  of  first 
selectman.  Socially  he  is  connected  Avith  the 
O.  U.  A.  M. 

On  February  27,  1868,  Mr.  Williams  Avas  j 
united  in  marriage  with  Lydia  O.  Wright, 
born  in  Westbrook  April  14,  1848,  a daugh- 
ter of  Josiah  and  Phebe  (Stevens)  Wright. 
One  son,  Cyrus  C.  has  been  born  of  this  i 
union. 

Cyrus  C.  Williams  was  born  March  14,  f 
1871,  and  is  one  of  the  brightest  and  most  : 
progressive  of  the  younger  generation  of  Es-  ‘ 
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1 sex.  After  graduation  from  Hannum’s  Busi- 
ness College,  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1892,  he 
became  connected  with  various  lines  of  busi- 
ness, being  an  expert  bookkeeper  and  stenog- 
rapher. For  two  years  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  E.  A.  Dickinson  & Co.,  of  Essex,  and  he 
is  now  bookkeeper  for  the  Hartford  Fire  In- 
surance Company,  as  well  as  agent  for  the 
Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany and  the  Northwestern  Life  of  Milwau- 
kee. Socially  he  is  connected  with  Putnam 
Phalanx  being  one  of  the  fifers ; Fenwick 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Essex;  Hartford  Lodge, 
No.  88,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Hartford;  and  Webb 
Council,  Royal  Arcanum.  In  sporting  circles 
he  is  well  and  favorably  known  as  an  expert 
base  ball  player  of  great  promise.  He  married 
Susan  I.  McClay,  and  they  have  one  son,  Clif- 
ford H.,  born  October  18,  1895. 

ROBERT  CHAPMAN.  The  Chapman 
family  traces  its  line  in  America  from  Robert 
Chapman,  who  was  born  in  1616,  and  came 
from  England  to  Boston  in  1635.  In  No- 
vember of  that  year  he  came  to  Saybrook, 
where  in  1642  he  married  Ann  Bliss,  who  died 
in  1685.  He  died  two  years  later.  The  first 
house  was  built  by  him  in  1666.  From  this 
ancestor  Robert  Chapman,  of  Saybrook,  who 
was  born  December  8,  1831,  is  descended  in 
the  sixth  generation,  his  line  being  through 
Nathaniel,  Caleb,  Elisha  and  George  H. 

Nathaniel  Chapman,  son  of  Robert,  born 
in  1653,  was  married  first  to  Mary  Collins,  of 
Guilford,  in  1681,  and  to  Hannah  Bates,  his 
second  wife,  in  1698.  For  many  years  he  was 
a deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
represented  the  town  in  the  General  Court  at 
twenty- four  sessions,  beginning  with  1697  and 
ending  with  1 723.  He  was  a large  landowner. 
His  death  occurred  in  1726,  his  widow's  in 
1750. 

Caleh  Chapman,  son  of  Nathaniel,  was 
torn  in  1706,  and  in  1729  married  Thankful 
Lord,  who  died  in  1747.  For  many  years  Mr. 
Chapman  was  a deacon  in  the  Saybrook 
Church.  He  built  the  second  homestead  in 
1710. 

Elisha  Chapman,  son  of  Caleh,  born  in 
1740,  was  married  in  1762  to  Huldah  Lord, 
md  they  were  the  parents  of  a family  of  thir- 
een  children.  Mr.  Chapman  was  a man  of 
vide  information,  and  occupied  a prominent 


position  in  civil  and  religious  affairs.  He  was 
a private  in  the  French  war,  being  at  the  tak- 
ing of  Montreal,  and  was  a captain  in  the 
Revolutionary  forces  during  that  struggle 
participating  in  the  campaigns  around  New 
York.  The  old  homestead  of  Robert  Chap- 
mlan,  on  Oyster  river,  was  his  home  also.  He 
died  in  June,  1825,  and  his  wife  in  1817. 

George  H.  Chapman,  son  of  Elisha,  born 
in  1789.  died  November  13,  1877.  On  No- 
vember 3,  1814,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lucia 
Fully,  who  was  descended  in  the  sixth  genera- 
tion from  John  Tully,  who  died  in  England  in 
1644.  John  Tully,  his  son,  was  the  first  of 
the  family  in  Saybrook. 

Mr.  Chapman  began  his  career  as  a teach- 
er, and  from  the  small  savings  of  his  first  term 
in  Killingworth  was  able  to  embark  in  trade. 
As  his  means  increased  he  fitted  himself  out 
for  traveling,  and  presently  became  a success- 
ful merchant  on  the  roach  He  traveled  from 
Portland  on  the  north,  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
on  the  south,  and  through  the  great  Southern 
and  Western  States,  and  being  a skillful  trad- 
er, presently  became  rich  enough  to  start  a 
wholesale  store  in  fancy  goods  in  Boston,  and 
was  sole  agent  there  for  ivory  combs,  hooks 
and  eyes,  and  augers.  After  some  twenty  years 
of  successful  business  in  that  city  he  estab- 
lished two  of  his  older  sons  in  the  business 
there,  and  retired  to  the  old  family  homestead 
in  Saybrook,  which  he  had  greatly  enlarged 
by  increased  lands,  and  improved  by  a hand- 
some edifice.  He  enriched  the  land  by  scien- 
tific cultivation  until  the  farm  became  widely 
known  as  one  of  the  best  in  the  town. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  called  upon  to  fill  sev- 
eral important  offices,  and  was  sent  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  to  represent  his  town.  He  was 
a wide  reader,  and  had  a valuable  fund  of  gen- 
eral information. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  were  born  the 
following  children:  ( 1)  George  Henry,  born 

May  15,  1817,  died  April  20.  1887.  He  was 
a merchant  of  Boston,  and  had  his  home  in 
Winchester,  Mass.  Roxana  Maria  Brooks,  his 
wife,  bore  him  three  children.  Frances  H.. 
Ellen  L.  and  George  II.  (2)  Harriet,  born 
April  15,  1 8 1 <>.  died  June  14.  1S07.  She  had 
’.  considerable  reputation  as  a student  of  local 
genealogy.  She  married  Rev.  Amos  Sheffield 

| Chesebrough.  a Congregational  clergyman. 

I and  was  the  mother  of  Sarah,  Harriet  and 
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Sheffield,  of  St.  Louis.  (3)  Edward,  born 
December  2,  1820,  died  August  21,  1889.  He 
married  Mary  Ann  Field,  ancl  they  had  chil- 
dren— Alary  Florence,  George  Edward,  Edith 
Alaria,  Fanny  Field,  Nellie  Wallace  and  Ger- 
trude Louise.  (4)  Clarissa,  born  January  12, 
1824,  died  December  16,  1871,  at  Deep  River. 
She  married  Richard  F’.  Spencer.  (5)  Rob- 
ert is  the  subject  proper  of  this  article. 

Robert  Chapman  and  Alaria  Green  Shep- 
ard were  married  October  8,  1861.  Mrs.  Chap- 
man was  born  April  14,  1842,  and  her  family 
history  may  be  found  under  the  name  of  Dea- 
con R.  C.  Shepard,  of  Old  Say'brook,  which 
appears  elsewhere.  To  this  union  came:  (1) 
Rev.  Edward  Alortimer,  born  September  27, 
1862,  married  Isabel  Northrop,  a daughter  of 
John  E.  Northrop,  of  Ivoryton,  Conn.,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Edward  Northrop  and 
Lucia  Tully.  He  is  pastor  of  the  North  Con- 
gregational Church  at  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.  (2) 
Marion  Greene,  born  July  11,  1864,  was  prin- 
cipal of  the  Charter  Oak  School  at  Hartford 
for  live  years,  and  on  August  13,  1:902,  mar- 
ried Charles  Porter  Botsford,  Al.  D.,  of  Hart- 
ford. (3)  Annie  Bliss,  born  August  31, 
1866,  is  a teacher  in  the  State  Nor- 
mal school  at  Worcester,  Alass.  (4) 
Kate  Shepard,  born  June  28,  1868,  married 
Albert  D.  Auryansen,  of  Newtonville, 
Alass.  (5)  Harriet  Cbesebrough,  born  De- 
cember 23,  1869,  died  May  11,  1898.  (6) 

Frederick  Shepard,  born  August  11,  1871,  is  a 
civil  engineer  in  the  Government  employ  at 
New  Haven.  (7)  Robert,  born  August  3,  1873, 
is  a clerk  in  the  wholesale  leather  house  of 
Perear  & Co.,  at  Boston,  Alass.  (8)  George 
Henry,  born  September  18,  1876,  died  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1886.  (9)  Florence  Maria,  born 

February  3,  1879,  *s  at  home.  (10)  Howard 
Tully,  born  January  18,  1881,  is  at  borne. 

Robert  Chapman  was  born  at  the  Chap- 
man homestead,  in  the  third  house  built  by  the 
family  on  the  same  site,  where  the  original 
settler  had  his  first  location.  Air.  Chapman 
grew  up  at  the  home  and  attended  the  local 
schools  and  the  academy,  where  he  was  under 
the  instruction  of  William  R.  Clark,  Harvey 
Sanford,  and  John  W.  Alarvin.  Remaining 
at  home,  he  became  a master  in  the  art  and 
science  of  farming.  He  was  the  owner  of  a 
gristmill  in  Westbrook,  which  he  has  since 
sold.  In  the  past  few  years  he  has  turned 


his  attention  to  dairy  farming,  and  is  doing  it 
thoroughly.  In  politics  Mr.  Chapman  is  a 
Republican,  and  takes  a deep  interest  in  edu- 
cational matters.  He  has  served  on  the  board 
of  education  for  years  and  also  on  the  board 
of  relief,  in  1874  represented  his  town  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  was  on  the  Finance 
committee.  All  the  family  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  of  which  Air.  Chap- 
man has  been  a deacon  since  1875,  and  he  was 
Sunday-school  superintendent  from  1889 
January,  1901. 

John  and  Sarah  Tully,  children  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Fenner)  Tully,  came  with  their 
widowed  mother  to  America  from  Horlev, 
England.  The  mother  was  born  in  1620.. 
She  married,  after  her  arrival  in  this  country, 
Robert  Lay,  and  Sarah,  the  daughter,  mar- 
ried a Air.  Dennison  soon  after  her  arrival. 
John  Tully  went  back  to  England,  to  take  care 
of  the  family  fortunes,  but  was  treated  as  an 
imposter,  and  with  much  difficulty  secured 
what  was  due  him.  He  was  born  in  Septem- 
ber, 1638. 

John  Tully,  who  settled  in  this  country, 
was  the  publisher  of  Tully’ s New  England 
Almanac,  a publication  found  in  almost  every 
household,  and  copies  of  which  are  still  in 
existence.  In  1671  he  married  Alary  Brant- 
dren,  daughter  of  William  Brantdren,  of  the 
County  of  Cumberland,  England,  and  to  them 
were  born:  (1)  John  was  lost  at  sea.  (2) 

William,  born  January  .5,  1672,  died  July  5, 
1744.  He  is  next  in  the  ancestral  line.  (3) 
Sarah  died  unmarried.  (4)  Lydia  married 
John  Smith,  and  had  a daughter,  Lucy,  who 
married  Andrew  Beach,  of  Branford.  (5) 
Mary  married  Daniel  Clark,  of  Hadclam.  (6) 
Deborah.  (7)  Lucy.  (8)  Hepsibah. 

William  Tully  married  Abigail  Maverick, 
of  Boston,  Alass.,  who  was  born  in  September, 
1675,  daughter  of  a clergyman  who  left  Eng- 
land in  times  of  persecution,  and  died  Decem- 
ber 9,  1750.  They  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  John;  Margaret;  Abigail, 
who  married  Capt.  John  Lee,  and  had  two- 
children  by  him,  Eunice  and  Andrew;  Will- 
iam ; Lydia,  who  married  Humphrey  Pratt, 
and  became  the  mother  of  Humphrey,  Will- 
iam;, Lydia,  Elias  and  Andrew ; Elias,  the  next 
in  the  ancestral  line;  Sarah,  who  married  Capt. 
Joseph  Buckingham,  and  became  the  mother 
of  six  children,  Sarah,  Esther,  Alargaret,  Lon- 
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isa,  Abigail,  and  Annie;  Mary;  Samuel,  the 
“honest  shoemaker";  and  Daniel.  William 
Tully,  the  father,  followed  shoemaking  all  his 

life. 

Elias  Tully,  son  of  William,  born  January 
17,  1714,  died  July  19,  1773.  He  married 
Nancy  Pratt,  who  was  born  in  the  Parish  of 
Pettipaug,  Essex,  Conn.,  July  17,  1715,  and 
died  April  26,  1S00.  Their  four  children  were: 
(1)  Samuel,  born  May  2,  1750,  died  March 
2,  1827;  (2)  E'dias,  the  next  in  the  ancestral 
line,  was  born  July  30,  1752;  (3)  Mercy,  born 
April  14,  1755,  died  August  26,  1775;  (4) 
Eunice,  born  August  5,  1758,  died  February 
10,  1815. 

Samuel  Tully,  the  eldest  son  of  Elias,  mar- 
ried February  6,  1783,  Sarah,  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  his  uncle,  John  Tully,  and  had  children 
as  follows:  Sarah,  Mary  Barker,  John,  Sam- 

uel M.,  Eunice  and  Sophia. 

Elias  Tully,  born  July  30,  1752,  married 
Azubah  Kirtland,  daughter  of  Deacon  Sam- 
uel Kirtland,  and  their  children  were  : Polly ; 

Mercy;  Betsy;  Azubah;  Lucia,  the  mother  of 
Robert  Chapman  (she  was  born  May  15, 
1791)  ; Harriet;  and  Lydia,  who  married  Will- 
iam Rufus  Clark.  Elias  Tully  married,  for  his 
second  wife,  Lydia  Buckingham,  and  they  had 
two  children,  Jenette  and  Ann. 


HENRY  WILSiHIRE  BULKLEY,  a 
substantial  and  much  respected  citizen  of 
Cromwell,  was  born  September  28,  1833,  and 
is  in  the  seventh  generation  from  Rev.  Peter 
Bulkley,  the  line  of  descent  being  through  Rev. 
Gershom,  Edward,  Jonathan,  Stephen  and 
Btirriage  Bulkley. 

The  Bulkley  family  in  Connecticut  is  one 
of  the  oldest  in  the  State.  The  American  an- 
cestor was  Rev.  Peter  Bulkley,  B.  D.,  of  no- 
ble descent,  being  in  the  tenth  generation  from 
Robert  Bulkley,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Eng- 
lish barons.  Rev.  Peter  Bulkley  was  born  in 
1583,  a son  of  Rev.  Edward  Bulkley,  1 ).!)., 
and  was  educated  at  St.  John’s  College,  Cam- 
bridge. Succeeding  his  father  as  minister  in 
his  native  town,  Woodhill,  Bedfordshire,  he 
was  on  a fair  road  to  prosperity  and  honor. 

Ibis  he  gave  up  for  liberty  of  thought  and 
conscience,  and  came  to  Massachusetts,  settling 
in  Concord,  where  he  became  an  extensive  land 
owner. 

Gershom  Bulkley,  son  of  Rev.  Peter  by  his 
28  x 


second  wife,  Grace  Chetwood,  was  born  in 
1636,  and  married  Sarah  Chauncev,  becoming 
father  to 

Edward  Bulkley,  son  of  Gershom  and  Sarah, 
married  Dorothy  Prescott,  and  died  at  Weth- 
ersfield, Conn. 

Jonathan  Bulkley,  son  of  Edward,  was 
born  in  1716,  and  married  Abigail  Williams  in 
1746.  They  were  the  parents  of  Stephen 
Bulkley,  grandfather  of  Henry  Wilshire. 

Stephen  Bulkley  was  born  in  1749.  He 
was  twice  married : Martha  Marsh,  his  first 

wife,  died  in  1804,  and  in  1805  he  married  Su- 
san Riley.  His  death  occurred  in  1813.  By 
his  first  marriage  he  became  the  father  of 
eight  children,  as  follows : Honor,  Stephen, 

Catherine,  Katie,  Stephen,  Allen,  Frederick 
and  a daughter  (name  not  given).  The  chil- 
dren by  his  second  marriage  were : Burriage 

and  Wait.  Mr.  Bulkley  was  a farmer,  a mill- 
er, and  a baker.  He  lived  in  Rocky  Hill, 
Conn.,  and  led  an  honorable  and  useful  life, 
For  two  years  he  served  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution,  and  furnished  a substitute  for  the 
remaining  years. 

Burriage  Bulkley,  son  of  Stephen  and  fa- 
ther of  Henry  Wilshire,  was  born  December 
22,  1805,  in  Rocky  Hill,  where  he  attended 
district  school,  and  the  Rocky  Hill  Academy, 
becomiing  a fine  scholar  and  an  excellent  pen- 
man. He  was  a man  of  varied  occupations, 
followed  fishing-  in  the  spring,  farmed  in  the 
summer,  and  in  winter  kept  books  for  Roder- 
ick Grimes,  a store  keeper  in  Rocky  Hill.  In 
his  later  years  he  was  a time-keeper,  a book- 
keeper and  a mechanic  in  the  shop  of  Butler 
& Sugden,  shear  makers  at  Rocky  Hill,  in 
which  town  he  died.  On  April  3,  1832,  Mr. 
Bulkley  Was  married  to  Caroline  Miller,  who 
was  born  in  Cromwell,  a daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Jemima  (Johnson)  Miller,  farming  peo- 
ple of  Cromwell.  To  this  union  were  born 
the  following  children:  Henry  Wilshire; 

an  infant  unnamed;  Albert,  born  Janu- 
ary 26,  1838,  was  drowned  in  the  Connecticut 
river  August  16,  1845:  Mary,  born  Septem- 
ber 19,  1 840 ; Joseph,  born  Novemlx'r  3,  1843. 
married  Emma  Whitmore,  and  died  in  Rocky 
Hill;  and  Caroline,  born  March  4.  1846,  mar- 
ried Frank  Davenport,  and  lived  in  Auburn, 
Ind.,  where  she  died. 

Henrv  Wilshire  Bulkley  was  born  in  the 
northern  part  of  Cromwell,  at  the  home  of  his 
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grandfather,  Joseph  Miller,  where  he  received 
a common  school  education.  After  the  age  of 
ten  years  he  was  an  inmate  of  the  grandfa- 
ther's home,  and  worked  on  his  farm  until  he 
was  seventeen  years  of  age.  At  that  age  he 
entered  the  shop  of  J.  & E.  Stevens,  to  learn 
the  molder’s  trade.  He  served  an  apprentice- 
ship of  three  years,  and  for  a number  of  years 
following  worked  in  that  shop  as  a molder. 
In  maturer  life  he  bought  a turning  shop, 
and  giving  employment  to  several  men,  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  all  kinds  of 
handles.  For  a time  he  conducted  the  busi- 
ness and  then  sold  out  to'  William  P.  Allison, 
and  worked  for  him  in  the  winter  season.  In 
the  summer  he  farmed  and  teamed,  making 
money  rapidly.  After  a year  passed  in  this 
way  he  left  the  turning  shop,  and  devoted  his 
entire  time  to  farming  and  teaming.  Mr. 
Bulklev  went  West  in  1878  and  worked  in 
Illinois  as  a joiner  for  about  a,  year,  when  he 
returned  to  his  native  State,  and  took  charge 
of  the  farm,  where  he  is  found  at  the  present 
time.  The  house  in  which  he  lives  he  put  up 
in  i860.  The  farm  contains  about  thirty-five 
acres,  situated  in  the  Nooks,  and  is  a very  in- 
viting place. 

Mr.  Bulklev  was  married  first  to»  Ellen  M. 
Butler,  a native  of  Cromwell,  and  a daughter 
of  Sylvester  Butler.  To  this  union  came  two 
children:  Herbert  S.,  who  died  in  infancy; 

and  Wilbert  S.,  born  August  5,  1875,  who1  is 
engaged  in  a Cromwell  livery,  and  who  mar- 
ried Kate  Dane,  October  5,  1897,  and  by  whom 
he  has  two  children,  Ellen  May  (born  May  5, 
1898)  and  Alice  (born  December  7,  1899). 
Mrs.  Ellen  M.  iBulkley  died  November  19, 
1890,  and  on  January  17,  1895,  Mr.  Bulkley 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Loretta  Southwick,  who 
was  born  November  4,  1840,  and  was  the 
widow  of  Lyman  ‘Southwick,  a merchant  of 
Cromwell,  who  died  November  28,  1888.  Mrs. 
Bulkley  is  the  daughter  of  Alfred  H.  and  Lo- 
retta (Robinson)  Bailey.  Mr.  Bulkley  is  a Re- 
publican, but  has  refused  town  offices.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
his  wife  is  a Baptist.  All  his  life  he  has  been 
industrious,  and  he  is  much  respected  in  the 
community. 

NORMAN  S.  BOARDMAN  has  an  hon- 
ored ancestry  in  New  England,  where  the  fam- 
ily was  established  by  Samuel  Boreman.  He 


was  born  in  Banbury,  Oxfordshire,  England, 
son  of  Christopher  and  Julian  (Carter)  Bore- 
man,  came  in  the  ship  “New  Supply”  from  i 
Gravesend,  England,  in  1638,  and  was  first 
cf  Ipswich.  He  removed  to  Wethersfield,  ; 
Conn.,  in  1641,  and  about  this  time  married  | 
Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Betts.  Mr. 
Boreman  was  for  many  years  selectman,  and 
was  deputy  to'  the  General  Court  in  1657  and 
many  times  after  that,  in  all  being  elected  for  ! 
eighteen  terms.  His  death  occurred  in  1673, 
and  his  wife,  Mary,  died  in  1684. 

(II)  Lieut.  Jonathan  Boreman  born  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1660,  in  Wethersfield,  married  Oc- 
tober 22,  1685,  Mercy  Hubbert  (Hubbard), 
daughter  of  John,  and  had  part  of  the  home  , 
lot,  which  he  later  exchanged  for  land  in  Rocky 
Hill.  He  held  several  offices,  was  ensign  and 
lieutenant  of  the  trainband,  and  also  select- 
man. He  died  September  21,  1712. 

(III)  Jonathan  Bondman  (2),  born  May 

16,  1697,  married  June  30,  1725,  Mabel 

Holmes,  who  was  born  May  20,  1693,  daugh-  j 
ter  of  Jonas  and  Sarah  Holmes.  For  years,  f 
from  1716,  Mr.  Bordman  was  a school  teacher  j 
in  Stepney  Parish.  His  first  wife  died  No-  ? 
vember  15,  1741,  and  on  March  10,  1743,  he  I 
married  Elizabeth  Beckley.  He  died  Decem- 
ber 25,  1775,  and  his  widow,  Elizabeth,  died  , 
August  30,  1776.  j 

(IV)  Capt.  John  Bordman,  born  Decern-  ; 
ber  5,  1729,  in  Rocky  Hill,  was  a seafaring', 
man.  He  became  a master  of  vessels  employed  1 
in  the  West  Indies  trade,  and  was  lost  at  sea.  , 
His  first  marriage  was  to  Grace  Riley,  who 
wlas  born  July  5,  1730,  daughter  of  Stephen  : 
and  Abigail  Holmes,  of  Rocky  Hill.  She  died 
December  17,  1754,  and  he  married  Elizabeth  j 
Warner,  daughter  of  Capt.  John.  She  died  ; 
March  17,  1825. 

(V)  Jason  Boardman,  the  grandfather  of  : 
Norman  S'.,  born  January  16,  1762,  was,  like; 
his  father,  a sea  captain,  succeeding  to  the  j 
homestead  and  to  his  father’s  seafaring  busi- 
ness. He  commanded  vessels,  and  besides  be- ' 
ing  employed  in  the  West  Indies  trade  he  is 
said  to  have  owned  a line  of  packets  which 
sailed  regularly  from  the  Connecticut  river 
to  Richmond,  Va.  He  died  February  6,  1844. 
On  July  7,  1784,  he  married  Hepsibah  Curtis, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Thomas  Curtis.  On  Jan- 
uary 3,  1808,  he  wedded  for  his  second  wifej 
Lydia  Deming,  and  to  this  union  were  born , 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


435 


four  children:  Jason,  Norman,  Mary  Jane 

(who  married  Thomas  Williams)  and  Luther. 

(VI)  Luther  Boardman,  the  father  of 
Norman  S.,  was  born  in  Rocky  Hill,  Conn.,  De- 
cember 26,  1812.  Beginning  his  career  in  the 
world  as  a poor  boy,  without  relatives  or 
friends,  unaided  he  in  time  became  one  of  the 
wealthy  men  in  East  Haddam.  During  the 
winter  months  he  attended  school,  in  Meriden, 
Conn.,  until  he  was  sixteen,  when  he  became 
an  apprentice  to  Ashabel  Griswold,  the  uncle 
of  the  young  woman  who  afterward  became 
his  wife.  Mr.  Griswold  was  engaged  in  the 
Britannia  ware  trade  in  Meriden,  Conn. 
Mr.  Boardman  remained  with  this  em- 
ployer until  he  was  of  age,  when  he 
went  to  Reading,  Mass.,  and  took 
charge  of  a similar  business  owned  by 
Bird  Yale.  At  the  end  of  a connection  of 
three  years  with  this  establishment  he  became 
its  proprietor.  In  1837  returned  to  Meri- 
den, and  subsequently  removed  to  Chester, 
Conn.,  where  he  established  himself  with  Rus- 
sell & Beach,  manufacturers  of  Britannia  and 
hollow  ware,  soon  beginning  for  himself  the 
manufacture  of  spoons  in  the  same  place.  In 
1842  he  removed  to  East  Haddam,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  plated  ware, 
in  that  year  taking  possession  of  the  ground 
in  East  Haddam,  where  he  erected  his  ex- 
tensive factory,  devoted  to  the  making  of 
plated  flat  ware.  In  1865  he  built  a new  shop, 
100x40  feet,  introducing  a turbine  wheel  and 
a thirty-horse-power  steam  engine.  The  plat- 
ing of  Britannia  ware  was  commenced  in  this 
shop  in  1856,  and  in  1866  the  manufacture  of 
nickel  silver  ware  goods  was  begun.  On 
January  1,  1864,  Mr.  Boardman’s  only  son, 
Norman  S.,  was  admitted  to  the  firm.  Mr. 
Boardman  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors, 
the  largest  stockholder  and  the  first  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Connecticut  Valley  Railroad.  Eor 
a number  oLyears  he  was  land  commissioner 
of  the  road,  and  as  such  assisted  in  its  con- 
struction. He  was  also  one  of  the  original 
incorporators  and  a large  stockholder  in  what 
is  now  the  National  Bank  of  New  England. 
In  1862  and  1865  he  represented  his  town  in 
the  State  Legislature,  and- he  was  one  of  the 
Presidential  electors  at  the  election  of  Gen. 
Grant  for  his  first  term. 

Luther  Boardman  was  married  October 
18,  1838,  to  Lydia  Ann  Frary,  and  to  this 


union  came  one  child,  Norman  S.,  born  Au- 
gust 5,  1840,  now  at  the  head  of  the  business, 
which  is  still  carried  on  under  the  firm  name 
of  L.  Boardman  & Son.  Luther  Boardman 
passed  away  March  29,  1887. 

The  Frary.  Family  was  founded  in 
America  by  Ensign  Eliezer  Frary,  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut. 

(II)  Lieut.  Samuel  Frary,  born  April  15, 
1674,  married  Sarah  Boardman,  of  Cromwell, 
and  settled  there., 

(III)  Joseph  Frary,  born  in  1696,  died 
May  13,  1767.  His  wife  was  named  Han- 
nah. 

(IV)  Samuel  Frary  (2),  baptized  August 

8,  1742,  was  married,  in  Middlefield,  to  Lucy 
Ward,  and  their  children,  all  born  in  Crom- 
well, were:  Samuel,  Lucy  (who  married 

Ashabel  Griswold),  James  A.  and  Elisha 
Ward.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.  He  served  on  a man-of-war  in  our 
infant  navy.  ^ 

(V)  James  Ashabel  FrajC  born  in  Meri- 

den, Conn.,  baptized  October  1,  1780,  settled 
in  Meriden,  and  died  in  1820.  He  married 
Ann  Taylor  of  Middle  Haddam,  who  was  born 
in  1789,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Lucy  Tay- 
lor, and  died  in  1840.  James  A.  Frary  was  a 
tailor,  and,  following  the  fashion  of  the  times, 
traveled  from  place  to  place,  and  it  is  supposed 
lie  was  murdered  while  journeying  thus.  His 
children  were:  fi)  Cordelia,  who  married  Ira 

Couch;  (2)  James,  who  married  Susan  Ben- 
ham;  (3)  Lydia  Ann,  Mrs.  Luther  Boardman; 
and  (4)  Roxanna,  who  married  William  W. 
Lyman.  Lydia  Ann,  the  mother  of  Nor- 
mlan  S.  Boardman.  was  born  in  1815.  and  is  still 
living,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  Re- 
cently her  beautiful  home  was  filled  with 
friends,  who  gathered  to  celebrate  her  birth- 
day, on  which  occasion  she  officiated  as  hostess, 
an  art  which  she  has  not  lost. 

Norman  S.  Boardman  spent  his  early 
school  days  in  Fast  Haddam,  up  to  the  age  of 
ten,  when  he  went  to  the  private  school  of 
Miss  Hattie  B.  Wood,  of  Saybrook,  Conn. 
Later  he  attended  Rev.  C.  W.  Everest’s  Mili- 
tary Academy,  in  Hamden,  Conn.,  Chase's  In- 
stitute, in  Middletown,  and  French's  School, 
on  Wall  Street,  New  Haven.  As  previously 
stated,  he  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  business 
established  by  bis  father.  The  factory  is  now 
making  only  plated  flatware,  such  as  forks, 
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spoons,  and  similar  articles.  Mr.  Boardman 
is  a director  of  the  National  Bank  of  New 
England.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  Co- 
lumbia Lodge,  No.  26,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  of 
Middlesex  Lodge,  No.  3,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  re- 
ligious faith  he  is  an  Episcopalian,  and  he  is 
a vestryman  in  his  church. 

Norman  S.  Boardman  was  married,  De- 
cember 25,  1863,  to  Mary  Green  Warner, 

daughter  of  Daniel  B.  and  Mary  Ann  (Green) 
Warner,  and  to  them  came  two  children : Eu- 
gene and  Grace  Warner,  the  latter  born  Jan- 
uary 21,  1875.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  B.  L. 
Lawton,  a telephone  manufacturer  in  Meriden, 
Conn.,  and  has  two  daughters,  Mary  and 
Dorothy. 

The  Warner  Family  had  its  beginning 
in  this  country  in  the  arrival  of  Daniel  Warner 
from  Scotland  with  three  brothers.  He  set- 
tled in  Massachusetts  in  1640.  John  Warner 
was  one  of  the  first  five  settlers  of  the  town  of 
Hacldam.  Daniel  Warner,  born  in  East  Had- 
dam,  married  Nancy  Brainerd,  of  that  town, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
namely:  Phebe  Ann,  Daniel  B.,  Elijah,  Bet- 

sy R.,  Floretta,  Jenette,  Catherine  and  John. 

Daniel  B.  Warner,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born 
March  24,  1807,  in  East  Haddam,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  eightv-four  years.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools,  except  for  two 
months  which  he  spent  in  the  private  school 
of  Peter  G.  Clark.  When  a young  man  he 
moved  to  Clinton,  Mich.,  where  he  carried  on 
a mercantile  business.  After  his  return  he 
engaged  in  shipbuilding,  and  in  his  later  years 
devoted  himself  to  the  business  of  handling 
native  woods.  He  began  dealing  in  ship  lum- 
ber in  1828,  and  for  ten  years  was  engaged 
in  that  line,  when  he  began  to  build  ships, 
which  he  continued  successfully  for  twenty 
years,  and  many  of  the  largest  ships  in  the 
United  States  in  that  time  were  constructed 
in  his  yards.  The  “Chauncey  Jerome,  Jr.,” 
built  in  1851,  registered  2,000  tons.  Mr. 
Warner  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in 
1849,  and  again  in  1880.  Elected  to  the  Sen- 
ate in  1852,  he  took  a prominent  part  in  its  de- 
liberations, and  was  elected  p resident  pro  tem„ 
of  that  body  on  account  of  the  accession  of 
the  lieutenant  governor  to  the  gubernator- 
ial chair.  For  three  years  Mr.  Warner 
wtas  county  commissioner,  and.  for  many 
years  was  postmaster  at  East  Haddam.  A 


director  of  the  East  Haddam  Bank,  when 
that  institution  became  embarrassed  in  1865, 
on  account  of  the  sudden  death  of  its  cashier, 
he  was  made  its  president,  and  closed  its  busi- 
ness in  a most  gratifying  manner.  During  his 
early  life  he  was  much  interested  in  military 
affairs,  and  was  at  one  time  on  the  staff  of 
Gen.  Oliver  Warner.  In  1837  Mr.  Warner 
married  Mary  Ann  Green,  granddaughter  of 
James  Green,  who  manufactured  muskets  for 
the  Revolutionary  Government  in  the  Ameri-  j 
can  struggle  for  independence,  and  daughter  | 
of  Oliver  and  Damaris  Green,  and  they  were  j 
the  parents  of  the  following  named  children: 
Charles  B.,  born  in  1839,  is  now  a lumber  and 
coal  dealer  of  East  Haddam.  Mary  Green, 
born  August  6,  1842,  is  the  wife  of  Norman 
S.  Boardman.  Sidney  B.,  born  in  1848,  re- 
sides on  the  old  homestead  in  East  Haddam.  j 
Georgiana  L.  was  born  April  3,  1852.  Jenette  ! 
L.,  born  September  22,  1854,  married  H.  M.  ! 
Morgan.  ■ 

Eugene  Boardman  was  born  May  15, 
1865,  in  East  Haddam,  where  he  attended  pub-  f 
lie  school  until  he  was  nine  years  old,  when  i 
he  went  to  Seabury  Institute,  at  Saybrook,  t 
Conn.  In  1882  he  graduated  from  Cheshire  1 
Military  Academy,  and  entered  the  plating 
works  as  assistant  in  the  office,  interesting  him- 
self in  all  branches  of  the  business,  to  prepare 
himself  for  the  management  when  it  should 
eventually  come  into  his  hands.  On  Janu-  1 
ary  1,  1900,  he  was  admitted  as  a partner  in  1 
the  company  with  his  father.  He  is  also  a | 
director  of  the  National  Bank  of  New  Eng- 
land. I11  politics  Mr.  Boardman  is  a Republi-  ! 
can.  He  has  been  a member  of  Columbia 
Lodge,  No.  26,  F.  & A.  M.,  since  1896,  and  j 
since  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  has  been 
enrolled  in  Middlesex  Lodge,  No.  3,  I.  O.  0.  » 

F.  He  attends  the  Episcopal  Church  of  East  ! 
Haddam. 

Mr.  Boardman  was  married  November  11, 
1891,  to  Gertrude  Douglass,  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Abbie  (Keney)  Douglass.  Her 
father  was  a native  of  East  Haddam,  and  died 
when  comparatively  young.  Mrs.  Boardman, 
their  only  child,  was  born  September  29,  1869. 

Her  mother  was  previously  married  to  J.  Ray- 
mond Mayer,  by  whom  she  had  chil- 
dren as  follows : J.  Raymond,  of  Brook- 
lyn ; Annie  Elouisa,  who  married  Sim-  ; 
eon  E.  Theus,  of  Savannah,  Ga. ; and  i 
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Edward  F.,  of  Brooklyn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Board- 
man  are  the  parents  of  Norman  Douglass, 
born  September  20,  1893,  and  Lydia,  born 
January  19,  1896. 

JAMES  A.  TONE’S,  one  of  the  enterpris- 
ing business  men  of  Deep  River,  Middlesex 
county,  whose  name  is  closely  identified  with 
the  history  of  the  New  England  States,  was 
born  May  22,  1845,  at  Tremont,  Tazewell  Co., 
111.,  a son  of  Ansel  and  Eliza  Gilbert  (Noe) 
Jones. 

The  American  ancestor  of  Mr.  Jones  was 
Thomas  Jones,  who  came  to  America  in  1650, 
and  doubtless  was  an  early  settler  at  Saybrook. 
The  records  show  that  his  son  Samuel  was 
constable  at  Saybrook  in  1669  and  one  of  the 
freemen,  as  he  signed  the  list  of  the  freemen 
m the  town  April  8,  1669.  Samuel  Jones  was 
a prominent  man  and  in  1663  was  appointed 
:o  assist  in  the  settlement  of  the  boundary  line 
aetween  Saybrook  and  Killingworth.  The  di- 
rect line  from  Samuel  Jones  is  through  Thom- 
as, Sr.,  whose  son  Thomas,  Jr.,  lived  in  Say- 
arook  and  had  a son  Daniel,  whose  son  Dan- 
el,  Jr.,  was  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ect. 

Daniel  Jones,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Saybrook  in 
750,  and  removed  to  Killingworth  October 
9,  1773.  He  bought  property  of  Oliver  Hull, 
>f  Clinton,  and  located  on  Roast  Meat  Hill, 
n what  is  now  Killingworth,  near  the  present 
vlorton  Franklin  place  and  became  a land  own- 
:r  of  considerable  note.  He,  together  with  his 
wo  brothers,  Eliday  and  Stephen  W.,  served 
n the  Revolutionary  war.  Both  Eliday  and 
Stephen  W.  were  massacred  at  Groton  in 
781.  Daniel,  Jr.,  served  his  time,  and  re- 
urned  to  his  home  in  Killingworth. 

Elnathan  Stephens,  an  ancestor  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  a resident  of  Killingworth,  where  he 
vas  a leading  citizen,  had  seven  sons  in  the 
'rench  and  Indian  war,  serving  in  Capt.  Peleg 
tedfield’s  conipany. 

Ansel  Jones,  son  of  Daniel,  Jr.,  and  grand* 
ather  of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Killing- 
corth,  and  there  grew  to  maturity,  and  mar- 
ied  Charlotte  Griffin,  of  Clinton,  Conn.  After 
er  death  he  married  Deborah  Clark.  To  his 
rst  marriage  were  born:  Griffin,  Edwin  E., 
uisel  and  James  E. ; and  to  his  second,  Sam- 
el, Horace,  George  W.,  Meritta  and  Lydia 
vim.  During  his  life  Mr.  Jones  followed  farm- 


ing as  an  occupation,  also  conducting  a gen- 
eral store,  and  was  very  successful.  Polit- 
ically he  was  a stanch  Whig. 

Ansel  Jones,  son  of  Ansel,  was  born  Oc- 
tober 23,  1804,  in  Killingworth,  near  Chester, 
where  he  resided  until  he  attained  the  age  of 
sixteen,  when  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of 
carpenter  at  Clinton.  Later  he  went  to  New 
York  City,  where  he  remained  twenty-one 
years,  plying  his  trade.  In  1844  he  migrated 
to  Tremont,  Tazewell  Co.,  111.,  but  after  en- 
gaging in  farming  there  for  six  years,  he  lo- 
cated at  Deep  River,  Conn.  In  1852,  he  re- 
moved to  Clinton  but  in  1856  returned  to 
Deep  River  where  he  died  January  12,  1893, 
deeply  mourned.  His  political  principles  were 
those  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  was 
honored  by  election  to  numerous  local  offices, 
the  duties  of  which  he  discharged  in  a very 
satisfactory  manner.  During  his  residence  in 
New  York  City,  about  1828,  Mr.  Ansel  Jones 
was  married  to  Eliza  Gilbert  Noe,  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1810,  a member  of  a distinguished 
English  family;  she  died  at  Deep  River  in 
1877.  To  Mr.  and  Airs.  Jones  were  born: 
Mary  Frances  (deceased),  married  John  H. 
Wilcox;  Charlotte  Elizabeth;  Minerva  Lou- 
ise, married  H.  N.  Barnes  (deceased),  of  Deep 
River;  Eliza  died  in  Illinois,  aged  four  years; 
and  James  A. 

James  A.  Jones  enjoyed  the  advantages  of 
the  excellent  eastern  schools,  his  parents  hav- 
ing returned  to  Connecticut  when  he  was  but 
five.  His  education  was  completed  by  a two 
years’  course  at  Williston  Seminary,  East 
Hampton,  Alass.  His  first  entry  into  the  bus- 
iness world  was  as  a dry  goods  clerk  in  Hart- 
ford, but  at  the  end  of  six  months  his  health 
broke  down  and  he  returned  to  Deep  River, 
where  he  engaged  in  work  in  a paper  box  fac- 
tory. He  was  thus  employed  for  two  vears 
and  he  then  embarked  with  the  Deep  River 
Lumber  Company,  becoming  a stockholder, 
and  continuing  this  connection  until  1893. 
this  time  he  engaged  in  the  guano  business 
at  Long  Island,  and  was  also  interested 
in  brush-making  at  Chester.  In  1896. 
with  his  son  and  Thomas  Niland,  one 
of  the  most  experienced  cut  glass  man- 
facturers  of  the  State,  he  formed  the 
Niland  Cut  Glass  Company,  but  as  Mr. 
Niland  withdrew  shortly  after  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  company,  Mr.  Jones  and  his  son 
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have  very  successfully  carried  on  the  business, 
their  enterprise  being  one  of  the  important  in- 
dustries of  Deep  River. 

Gin  January  8,  1871,  Mr.  Jones  married 
Hannah  Shader  Rogers,  a daughter  of  Calvin 
B.  and  Hannah  Rogers,  the  former  of  whom 
was  identified  with  the  ivory  trade  all  of  his 
life.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  have  been  born: 
Ansel  Rogers,  February  4,  1875;  and  Rosa- 
belle,  February  24,  1880.  Since  he  was  sev- 
enteen, Mr.  Jones  has  taken  a deep  interest 
in  politics,  his  convictions  causing  him  to  cast 
his  influence  on  the  side  of  the  Republican 
party.  When  but  twenty-eight,  he  was  se- 
lectman, and  prior  to  that  had  held  the  office 
of  registrar  and  town  agent.  Mr.  Jones  was 
deputy  sheriff  under  Thomas  Brown  from 
February,  1894,  to  June  1899;  in  1891,  he 
represented  the  town  in  the  General  Assembly, 
serving  on  the  committee  on  claims,  and  he 
introduced  the  first  wide  tire  bill,  which  was 
passed  at  a subsequent  session  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  has  since  been  copied  and 
adopted  by  several  other  States — a most  ex- 
cellent and  badly  needed  piece  of  legislation. 
In  1896  Mir.  Jones  was  appointed  State  Aud- 
itor by  Gov.  O.  V.  Coffin.  Fraternally  he  is 
a member  of  Trinity  Lodge,  No.  43,  F.  & A. 
M.,  of  Deep  River,  and  Burning  Bush  Chap- 
ter No.  29,  of  Essex.  Few  men  have  taken 
a deeper  interest  in  the  upbuilding  of  Deep 
River  than  Mr.  Jones,  and  to  his  persevering 
efforts  the  town  is  greatly  indebted  for  its 
fine  high  school  building.  He  is  widely  known 
and  highly  respected  not  only  for  the  promi- 
nence he  has  attained  in  the  political  field,  but 
also  for  the  business  acumen  lie  uses  in  every 
day  life,  and  the  public  spirit  which  he  dis- 
plays upon  every  occasion. 

RICHARD  DAVIS.  Success  and  prom- 
inence in  life  are  rarely  attained  in  these  mod- 
ern days  by  the  possession  of  a single  excel- 
lent trait  of  character.  A variety  of  admir- 
able and  telling  qualities  is  essential.  Indus- 
try avails  little  unless  results  are  produced. 
It  is  a characteristic  of  Richard  Davis,  than 
whom  there  is  no  better  known  farmer  and 
dairyman  in  Middlesex  county,  that,  take  him 
as  you  will,  in  his  lines  of  farming  he  is  ever 
ready  for  emergencies,  and  invariably  secures 
the  best  possible  results. 

Mr.  Davis  is  a descendant  of  Solomon 


1 

Davis,  who  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  of  j 
this  branch  of  the  family  to  settle  in  Middlesex  !, 
county.  He  came  from  Guilford,  and  set- 
tled in  what  is  now  Pea  Ridge,  in  the  town  of 
Killingworth,  December  28,  1709.  Richard  1! 
is  a son  of  Lewis  T.  and  Sarah  (Burr)  Da-  il 
vis,  whose  family  and  ancestry  are  mentioned 
nfore  fully  elsewhere.  Mr.  Davis  is  one  of  i 
the  most  extensive  and  successful  farmers  | 
in  Middlesex  county,  his  large  dairy  farm, 
situated  in  the  West  Long  Hill  District,  of  • 
the  town  of  Middletown,  on  the  Durham  pike,  |l 
and  about  three  miles  south  of  the  city  of 
Middletown,  being  the  model,  as  well  as  the  t 
most  extensive,  dairy  farm  of  the  county. 

Richard  Davis  was  born  in  North  Killing- 
worth  May  27,  1848,  and  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  until  he  whs  seventeen  years 
old,  and  then,  for  six  months,  worked  in  the 
Branford  Lock  Works,  in  New  Haven  coun- 
ty. He  was  a natural  born  mechanic,  and  j 
made,  dressed  and  tempered  his  own  tools.  | 
At  the  request  of  two>  of  his  maternal  uncles,  - 
Jabez  and  Henry  Burr,  who  were  engaged  in 
mechanical  work  in  New  Britain,  Hartford 
county,  Richard  went  to  that  city,  and  was  j 
employed  in  the  lock  factory  of  Russell  & f 
Erwin  for  one  vear,  when  his  health  began 
to  fail,  and  it  was  found  needful  that  he  should  ’ 
seek  outdoor  employment.  He  was  offered  a ' 
foreman’s  position  to  remain,  but  the  laws  of  1 
health  were  imperative,  and  he  returned ' to  1 
his  father’s  home,  where  he  passed  that  winter 
and  spring.  On  June  10,  1869,  he  accepted  j 
the  position  of  manager  of  the  farm  of  Rich-  1 
ard  Atkins,  and  he  now  owns  the  place,  which  ; 
is  known  as  the  “Oak  Grove  Dairy  Farm,'1 
and  on  which  he  has  handled  from  fifty  to  f 
one  hundred  cows,  according  to  the  season.  1 

Richard  Davis  married,  October  17,  1871,  1 

Miss  Annie  T.  Atkins,  a native  of  West  Long 
Hill,  born  September  10,  1839,  only  child  of  | 
Richard  and  Melinda  (Edwards)  Atkins,  of 
whom  full  mention  is  made  elsewhere.  The 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  was  blessed 
with  five  children,  namely : Mary  Gray, 

born  January  27,  1873,  is  a music  teacher. 
Sarah  Edwards,  born  October  4,  1874,  is  the 
wife  of  Robert  Hubbard,  a farmer  and  fruit 
grower  in  Johnson  Lane ; she  taught  school 
before  her  marriage ; they  have  one  child,  Har- 
riet Fairchild,  born  September  9,  1902.  Grace 
J Atkins,  born  July  14,  1876,  is  Mrs.  Richard  i 
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Ackerman,  and  has  one  child,  Annie  Davis, 
born  June  13,  1901.  Alice  Hubbard,  bom 
February  3,  1879,  married  Frederick  Harris; 
they  have  had  one  child,  Alice  Marion,  bom 
December  3,  1899,  who  died  aged  seven 

months.  William  Atkins,  bom  September  7, 
1882,  died  April  6,  1883.  The  children  of  this 
family  who  attained  mature  years  were  edu- 
cated in  the  district  and  private  schools. 

Mr.  Davis  is  a Democrat,  and  served 
eight  consecutive  years  on  the  board  of  select- 
men, with  such  colleagues  as  S.  M.  Bacon,  C. 
G.  Harris,  Martin  Loveland  and  Frederick 
Tryon.  He  was  one  of  the  foremost,  in  re- 
1 organizing  the  Pine  Grove  Burial  Associa- 
tion, and  has  been  its  president  ever  since. 
He  is  a member  of  Middletown  Grange,  and 
has  held  several  offices  therein,  including  three 
terms  as  master;  he  declined  a fourth.  As 
master  he  succeeded  Charles  Fairchild,  the 
founder  of  that  branch  of  the  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry. Mr.  Davis  is  also  a member  of  the 
Connecticut  State  Pomological  Society,  and 
of  the  Connecticut  Dairymen’s  Association, 
of  which  latter  he  is  a director.  Socially  he 
is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P.  Lodge  at  Middle- 
town.  He  and  his  wife  attend  and  liberally 
contribute  to  the  Methodist  Church  of  Middle- 
town  ; their  elder  children  are  members  of 
the  same  society. 

Mr.  Davis  is  emphatically  the  “architect 
of  his  own  fortune,”  or,  in  other  words,  is  a 
self-made  man,  in  the  business  sense  of  the 
term.  He  is  a thorough  farmer,  is  practical 
in  every  respect,  a hard  worker,  and  an  ex- 
cellent manager.  He  is  always  personally  at- 
tentive to  his  farm.  He  has  made  most  ex- 
! tensive  improvements  on  the  place,  including 
roomy  and  first-class  barns,  and  employs  a 
I number  of  men  the  year  round,  working  about 
I as  hard  as  any  of  them.  He  is  always  ready 
to  assist  in  any  enterprise  that  might  he  of 
benefit  to  the  community.  Sometimes  his  gen- 
erosity is  imposed  upon,  yet  his  good  nature 
prevents  his  worrying  over  such  impositions. 
He  is  happy  in  the  family  circle,  and  delights 
in  the  society  of  his  wife  and  children. 

JAMES  COWAN,  for  a number  of  years 
one  of  the  most  respected  residents  of  Middle- 
town,  Middlesex  county,  came  of  sturdy  Scot- 
tish stock,  a type  suggestive  of  the  highest  or- 
der of  citizenship,  and  he  had  few,  if  any, 


compatriots  who  surpassed  him  in  downright 
industry,  rigid  economy  and  wise  manage- 
ment. He  was  a remarkable  man,  and  had 
ideas  distinctively  his  own  which  sometimes 
seemed  strange,  but  the  wisdom  of  which  was 
made  apparent  in  the  results.  He  was  a simple 
and  plain  man  in  appearance,  and  one  who  de- 
spised vulgar  show  and  ostentation,  yet  he 
was  an  unusual  man  in  many  respects.  His 
success  in  life  and  his  business  ability  early 
lifted  him  above  the  crowd,  and  his  personal 
characteristics  sustained  him  in  a difficult  po- 
sition. 

The  Cowan  family  had  its  early  home  in 
Ayrshire,  Scotland,  and  the  parents  of  James 
Cowan  lived  and  died  in  that  country.  They 
were  people  of  good  standing  in  their  com- 
munity. His  father,  who  also  bore  the  name 
of  James,  married  a widow,  Mrs.  James 
Brown,  daughter  of  John  Reid.  By  her  first 
husband  she  had  one  child,  Jane,  who  married 
Hugh  Sanders,  in  Scotland,  where  she  was  left 
a widow ; she  is  still  living,  having  her  home 
in  Middletown,  Conn.  James  and  Jane  (Reid) 
Cowan  had  five  children,  of  whom  James,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest;  Sarah  mar- 
ried and  lives  in  Scotland;  Maggie  married 
William  Robb,  and  died  in  West  Long  Hill, 
Conn. ; Charles  died  in  the  old  country ; and 
Janet  married,  and  is  living  in  South  Afch- 
burnham,  Massachusetts. 

James  Cowan  was  born  in  Ayrshire,  Scot- 
land, and  was  a herder  in  youth.  Flis  early  ed- 
ucation was  limited,  but  while  watching  his 
docks,  he  had  his  books  before  him,  and 
learned  much  in  that  way.  His  earnings  were 
small  but  he  saved  them,  and  presently  bought 
a little  land  which  he  sold,  and  with  the  pro- 
ceeds came  to  America  in  1849.  As  a young 
man  he  could  see  that  his  future,  if  spent  in 
his  native  land,  meant  long,  hard  work  and 
poor  returns.  He  did  not  inform  his  people 
of  his  destination  until  he  reached  this  coun- 
try. After  working  for  a time  in  the  South, 
and  later  in  Canada,  Mr.  Cowan  came  to 
Portland,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  quar- 
ries, and  there  he  obtained  his  start.  When 
his  savings  justified  it,  he  bought  a lot  of  eight 
acres,  at  East  Long  Hill,  on  which  there  was 
no  building  but  a barn,  part  of  which  he  fitted 
up  for  himself,  continuing  to  work  at  Portland. 
When  he  had  established  a home  he  sent  to 
Scotland  for  his  married  sister,  Mrs.  Robb, 
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and  her  husband,  and  later  for  his  half-sister, 
Mrs.  Hug'h  Sanders,  who  came  with,  her  four 
children,  Mary,  Thomas,  John  and  Jennie,  and 
for  several  years  they  lived  with  him.  Mr. 
Cowan  bought  land  at  different  times,  and  in 
time  came  to  own  considerable  real  estate.  He 
bought  the  “Guernsey  Hubbard  Farm,”  which 
he  carried  on  most  successfully,  securing'  re- 
turns that  stamped  him  as  an  excellent  man- 
ager and  brought  him  affluence. 

On  November  19,  1884,  James  Cowan 
married  Miss  Margaret  Kurt,  who  was  born  in 
Middletown  August  19,  1863,  daughter  of 
Michael  and  Catherine  (Plumb)  Kurt,  who 
came  from  Germany.  They  were  born;  near 
Frankfort-on-the-Main,  and  Mr.  Kurt  was  a 
well  educated  man.  He  died  in  Middletown  at 
the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  in'  1894,  and  his 
wife  died  in  April,  1899,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
of  whom  Franklin  T.  Kurt  is  professor  of 
science  in  the  Chauney  Hiall  School,  Boston ; 
Richard  Kurt  is  a farmer  in  Middlefield. 

James  Cowan  passed  away  July  2,  1888,  at 
about  sixty-five  years  of  age,  and  is  buried  in 
Pine  Grove  cemetery.  To  him  and  his  wife 
came  one  child,  James  Franklin,  Who  was  born 
July  21,  1886.  After  the  death  of  her  husband 
Mrs.  Cowan  remained  on  the  homestead  five 
years,  and  then  removed  to  Middletown,  where 
she  now  lives.  She  belongs  to  the  Episcopal 
Church.  One  of  Mr.  Cowan’s  most  lovable 
characteristics  was  a modest  generosity  which 
moved  him  to  many  acts  of  kindness  unknown 
except  to  the  recipients,  as  any  parade  of 
benevolence  or  publicity  of  bis  goodness'  was 
exceedingly  distasteful  to  him.  In:  all  his 
transactions  he  was  as  upright  and  straight- 
forward as  it  is  possible  for  men  to  be,  and  he 
left  a name  unsullied  by  any  unworthy  word 
or  deed. 

ANTOINE  BRAZOS,  the  senior  mem- 
ber and  founder  of  the  firm1  of  Brazos  & Sons, 
Middletown,  Mliddlesex  county,  is  probably 
one  of  the  best  examples  of  a self-made  man 
which  that  city  presents  at  the  present  time. 
When  all  the  circumstances  of  his  history  are 
considered,  his  early  life  and  lack  of  educa- 
tional advantages,  and  his  beginning  life 
afresh  in  a strange  country,  it  is  doubtful  if  a 
parallel  case  can  be  found  in  all  Connecticut. 
A man’s  success  in  life  ought  not  to  be  de- 


termined by  the  heights  to  which  he  has 
climbed,  but  by  the  depths  from  which  he 
arose. 

Mr.  Brazos  was  born  at  Pico-,  in  the  Azores, 
August  15,  1826,  of  Portugese  extraction. 
His  parents,  Joseph  and  Rosa  Brazos,  were 
both  natives  of  the  Islands,  and  his  father  was 
a farmer.  It  was  in  that  far-away  corner  of 
the  earth  that  Antoine  spent  the  first  nineteen 
years  of  his  life.  There  were  no  common 
schools  for  all  the  people,  as  is  the  rule  in  this 
country,  in  fact  he  had  never  seen  an  institution 
of  that  character  until  he  came  to  the  United 
States.  His  education  has  been  gained  in 
the  great  school  of  experience.  When  nine- 
teen years  of  age  Mr.  Brazos  came  to'  the 
United  States,  whither  his  brother  had  pre- 
ceded! him,  and  had  attained  a good  position  as 
mate  of  the  schoonefr  “Smith  D.  Bellows,” 
plying  between  the  Connecticut  river  and 
coast  points.  Antoine  made  the  voyage  across 
the  ocean  on  the  bark  “Azo re,”  bound  for  Bos- 
ton. iHe  landed  in  that  city,  expecting  to  find 
his  brother  Manuel.  A shipwreck  delayed  his 
arrival,  and  Antoine  was  a stranger  alone  in 
the  city,  not  able  to  speak  one  word  of  Eng- 
lish. His  predicament  was  anything  but 
pleasant.  He  secured  work,  however,  on  a 
vessel,  and  began  a career  as  a sailor  which 
lasted  some  seven  or  eight  years.  This  was 
an  eventful  period  in  his  history.  He  had 
many  narrow  escapes, and  more  than  once  was 
saved  with  but  a fewl  of  the  crew.  One  ship 
on  which  he  was  a sailor  was  wrecked  on  the 
extreme  lower  coast  of  Florida,  and  he  with 
twio  companions  were  all  that  escaped  death 
out  of  a crew  of  twelve  men.  At  another  time 
his  ship  was  blown  far  out  to  sea  and  badly 
damaged,  and  for  seven  weeks  the  crew  was 
without  cooked  food  and  suffered  greatly  from 
lack  of  water.  Communication  with  his  broth- 
er Manuel  had  long  been  established  and  that 
gentleman  finally  persuaded  his  brother  to  give 
up  a seafaring  life  and  come  to  Middletown. 
Manuel  Brazos  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Hartford  & New  York  Transportation  Com- 
pany and  was  its  general  manager  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  He  died  in  Hartford.  Frank 
Brazos  another  older  brother  of  Antoine,  also 
came  to  the  United  States  and  died  in  Hart- 
ford when  about  forty  years  old. 

Mr.  Brazos  began  business  in  Mjddletown 
in  1854,  and  his  beginning  was  a very  m!od- 
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est  one.  He  bought  out  Philo  Clark  in  a 
stevedore  business,  and  had  three  horses  as  his 
principal  working  force.  In  1872  his  business 
had  so  increased  that  he  resolved  to  make  still 
farther  extension,  and  took  on  all  kinds  of  con- 
tracting, such  as  raising  sunken  vessels,  gen- 
eral trucking,  railroad  building  and  sew'er  con- 
struction, not  only  in  Middletown,  but  any- 
where in  New  England.  He  gave  up  the  steve- 
dore business  a number  of  years  ago,  and  as 
his  sons  became  old  enough  he  took  them  into 
business.  At  the  present  time  the  firm  of 
Brazos  & Sons  is  composed  of  the  father  and 
five  sons,  Joseph,  Manuel  A.,  Louis,  John  and 
George.  Another  son,  Frank,  is  located  in 
New  Haven,  engaged  in  a similar  line.  Brazos 
& Sons  have  a department  of  their  business  de- 
voted to  ice  in  Middletown,  which  requires  six 
wagons  during  the  season.  In  Middletown 
they  have  constructed  twenty-seven  houses 
from  start  to  finish,  a magnificent  record  for 
the  firm.  Many  thousands  of  dollars  have 
passed  through  their  hands  as  wages  for  their 
employes.  The  amount  on  their  pay  roll  has 
been  as  much  as  $4,000  a month.  The  senior 
member  of  the  firm  has  been  particularly  for- 
tunate in  the  ability  possessed  by  all  his  sons, 
and  their  devotion  to  the  business. 

Antoine  Brazos  was  married  in  1855  to 
Miss  Ann  Neale,  a native  of  County  Carlow, 
Ireland,  and  a daughter  of  James  Neale.  They 
became  the  parents  of  a numerous  family.  Of 
those  that  lived  to  adult  age,  Eunice  J.  married 
W.  W.  Hulse,  a real  estate  man  of  New  York 
city,  residing  at  Amityville,  Long  Island. 
Julia  A.  graduated  from  Wesleyan  University, 
and  is  now  a;  teacher  in  the  Middletown  high 
school.  Joseph  is  a member  of  the  firm,  as 
mentioned  above.  Miary  is  a teacher  in  Mid- 
| dletown,  where  she  was  educated  in  the  high 
school.  Frank  is  a contractor  at  New  Haven. 
Manuel  A.  is  a member  of  the  firm.  Annie 
E.  is  a trained  nurse  at  Hartford.  Alice  R. 
graduated  from  the  Middletown  high  school 
in  1889.  Louis  belongs  to  the  firm  as  do  also 
John  and  George.  Mr.  Brazos  has  a beautiful 
hom)e,  at  the  corner  of  High  and  Loveland 
streets,  which  was  built  in  1890.  [He  is  a Re- 
publican politically,  and  attends  the  Episcopal 
Church.  (Mrs.  Brazos  passed  awSiv  February 
24,  1902,  and  was  buried  in  Indian  Ilill  ceme- 
tery. 


CHARLES  JARED  HUBBARD,  a rep- 
resentative farmer  of  the  town  of  Middletown, 
Middlesex  county,  and  a descendant  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  in  the  State,  was  born 
February  22,  1846,  in  Wadesboro,  N.  C., 
while  his  parents  were  temporarily  residing  in 
the  South. 

The  branch  of  the  Hubbard  family  to  which 
Charles  Jared  traces  his  lineage  comes  from 
George  Hubbard,  who  was  born  in  England 
in  1601,  and  founded  the  family  in  America, 
an  elaborate  record  of  which,  under  the  head 
of  the  “Hubbard  Family,”  is  given  elsewhere. 
Sketches  of  various  other  descendants  of  the 
original  emigrant,  George  Hubbard,  will  also 
be  found  within  the  covers  of  this  volume,  and 
it  will  be  necessary  only  to  trace  the  line  of 
Charles  J.  Hubbard  to  his  grandfather,  Asa 
Hubbard,  in  order  to  present  an  intelligible 
account  of  his  connection  with  this  old  Mid- 
dletown family. 

Asa  Hubbard  was  born  in  the  Hubbard 
District  of  Middletown,  January  13,  1769,  son 
of  George  (4)  and  Mary  (Stocking)  Hub- 
bard. On  February  7,  1796,  he  married  Polly 
Sears,  who  was  born  June  27,  1774.  Shortly 
after  his  marriage  he  located  on  the  now  old 
homestead  on  Farm  Hill,  although  he  had  been 
a sailor  in  his  younger  days,  and  was  possessed 
of  but  a limited  capital.  But  by  hard  work 
he  secured  a good  home  and  reared  his  family 
of  ten  children  in  the  most  creditable  manner. 
He  was  for  years  an  active  church  member. 
His  death  took  place  January  26,  1837,  and 
that  of  his  wife  September  17,  1861.  Their 
ten  children  were:  Hannah  C.,  born  May  20. 

1797,  assisted  in  rearing  the  younger  members 
of  the  family,  and  died  unmarried  January  21, 
1876.  Asa,  born  May  10.  1800,  married  Sar- 
ah Ann  Tryon,  and  died  May  5,  1868.  Me- 
hetable,  born  March  25,  1803,  was  married 
February  26,  1837,  to  Alfred  Roberts  a farm- 
er who  sold  a part  of  his  land  to  the  State  on 
which  was  erected  the  Hospital  for  the  In- 
sane; she  died  March  7.  1900.  Elisha  S.,  the 
fourth  child,  born  April  13.  1805.  was  also  a 
farmer  and  owned  the  land  on  which  the  Hos- 
pital for  the  Insane  now  stands,  in  fact  it 
was  his  farm  that  was  lx  night  originally  as  a 
site  for  that  institution:  he  married  May  20, 
1828.  Lucretia  Bidwell,  and  his  death  occurred 
March  4,  1881.  Sally,  born  April  4.  1807, 
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married  September  12,  1833,  Josiah  Prior,  a 
farmer  in  the  Bow  Lane  District,  and  died 
December  5,  1866.  Charles,  born  February  5, 
1809,  married  Delia  S.  Birdsey,  and  died  July 
4,  1885.  Jacob,  born  February  14,  1811,  in 
early  life  went  to  Wadesboro,  N.  C.,  where  he 
engaged  in  business;  he  died  unmarried,  in 
Brattleboro,  Vt.,  March  9,  1874.  George  S., 
father  of  Charles  Jared,  will  be  spoken  of  in 
full  in  the  next  paragraph.  Mary  S.,  twin 
of  George  S.,  was  married  to  Abner  Roberts, 
whose  life  sketch  is  given  elsewhere.  Lucy 
Maria,  born  July  28,  1817,  died  January  2, 
1902,  at  Middletown,  Conn.;  she  was  married 
November  27,  1844,  to  Daniel  Bidwell,  a mer- 
chant in  Wadesboro,  N.  C.,  where  he  died 
July  14,  1847.  In  1850  she  returned  to  Con- 
necticut and  from  that  time  until  her  death 
resided  at  the  old  Hubbard  homestead,  on 
Farm  Hill.  She  was  a noted  woman,  and  one 
of  the  best  known  characters  of  her  time,  fond 
of  a joke,  an  entertaining  talker  and  had  a 
large  acquaintance.  She  was  a devout  fol- 
lower of  the  Universalist  faith,  and  a truer 
Christian  spirit  could  not  be  found  than  that 
which  she  displayed. 

George  Stocking  Hubbard  was  born  March 
21,  1813,  at  Farm  Hill,  town  of 

Middletown,  in  the  house  formerly  oc- 
cupied by  his  sister,  Mrs.  Lucy  Ml  Bid- 
w,ell.  Lntil  twenty  years  of  age  he 

lived  on  the  old  farm,  attending,  meanwhile, 
the  district  school,  and  then  went  South  as  a 
peddler.  He  was  gifted  with  good,  strong 
common  sense,  and  from  his  father  inherited 
habits  of  industry  and  economy,  and  he  full 
well  knew  the  value  of  a dollar.  Success  for 
him  was  inevitable.  He  soon  abandoned  his 
peregrinations,  and  entered  into  permanent 
trade  as  a merchant  at  Wadesboro,  N.  C., 
where  he  succeeded  his  brother  Asa.  His 
brother  Elisha  was  a partner  for  some  time, 
and  then  for  a long  time  he  carried  on  a very 
extensive  business  on  his  sole  account;  still 
later  his  brother-in-law,  Shader  S.  Arnold, 
was  a partner,  and  ultimately  his  successor. 
After  twenty  years  of  absence  Mr.  Hubbard 
returned  to  Middletown,  Conn.,  in  1854,  and 
purchased  a part  of  the  homestead  on  Farm 
Hill,  where  he  erected  a handsome  dwelling, 
residing  there  until  he  died.  May  10,  1894,  in 
the  faith  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Hubbard'  was  originally  a Whig  in 


politics,  but  on  the  organization  of  the  Repub-  I 
lican  party  became  one  of  its  stanchest  sup-  1 
porters,  and  was  honored  for  his  loyalty  to  its  j 
principles  by  being  elected  to  the  Connecticut 
Legislature  in  1864.  As  a business  man  he 
had  but  few  peers  in  the  county.  He  was 
president  for  a number  of  years  of  the  Shaler 
& Hall  Quarry  Company,  of  Portland,  a di- 
rector in  the  Central  National  Bank,  and  trus- 
tee of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank,  as 
well  as  director  in  the  Peoples  Insurance  Com- 
pany. Noted  as  a man  of  rare  judg-  , 
ment  in  business  and  financial  matters, 
his  opinion  carried  weight  and  was  con- 
sidered very  valuable  His  integrity  was 
never  questioned.  \. 

George  S.  Hubbard  was  married  in  Mid- 

0 ,| 

dletown,  September  4,  1839,  to  Elizabeth  Ann 
Arnold,  a native  of  Haddam,  Conn.,  born 
April  18,  1811,  daughter  of  Seth  and  Submit 
(Bailey)  Arnold.  Seven  children  crowned 
this  union,  namtely : George  A.  Hubbard,  ■ 

born  December  26,  1841,  was  educated  in  the! 
Berlin  Academy  at  Berlin,  Hartford  Co.,  f 
Conn.,  and  at  the  select  school  of  Daniel  H.  : 
Chase,  in  Middletown.  At  the  age  of  sev-  ? 
enteen  years  he  went  to  Wadesboro,  N.  C.,  f 
and  was  employed  in  the  store  of  his  mater-  i 
nal  uncle,  S.  S.  Arnold,  as  clerk,  but  as  the , 
indications  of  war  became  manifest  he  returned  1 
North  and  enlisted,  in  1861,  in  Company  B,  j 
Fourteenth  Connecticut  Infantry.  He  • was  j 
wounded  at  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  and  at  Freder- 1 
icksburg,  Va.,  and  after  three  years  of  gallant  , 
service  was  honorably  discharged.  Fbr  sev- 1 
eral  years  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business 1 
near  Wilmington,  S.  C.,  and  on  his  return  to 
Connecticut  became  part  owner  in  the  San-, 
seer  Manufacturing  Company,  at  South  Farms, ! 
later  carrying  on  a grocery  store  on  Main  * 
street.  For  four  years  he  was  clerk  in  the' 
Government  service  at  Washington,  D.  C.,J 
but  at  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1894,  he  re- f 
signed  his  clerkship  and  returned  to  the  home- 
stead on  Farm  Hill,  where  he  has  since  been 
engaged  in  farming.  On  July  27,  1863, 

George  A.  Hubbard  married  Caroline  Ml 
Tiliayer;  no  children  have  been  born  to'  this1 
union. 

John  Jay  Hubbard,  the  second  child  of, 
George  S.  arid  Elizabeth  Ann  (Arnold)  Hub-j 
bard,  was  born  August  17,  1843,  at  Wades-| 
boro,  and  began  his  business  career  by  deal- 
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ing  in  real  estate.  He  purchased  large  tracts 
of  land  in  Middletown,  opened  new  streets, 
and  otherwise  aided  in  the  development  of  the 
city.  Later  he  embarked  in  the  tobacco-  trade, 
buying  and  selling  the  native  product.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  grocery 
trade  at  South  Farms,  as  senior  member  of  the 
firm!  of  Hubbard  & Roberts.  He  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  Middleto-wn 
financial  and  business  institutions.  He  was 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Middletown 
Street  Railroad  Company  and  has  been  a 
director  in1  the  same;  is  also  a director  in  the 
Central  National  Bank,  and  formerly  was  a 
director  in  the  People’s  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany before  that  organization  became  defunct. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  at  present 
is  a member  of  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners. He  married  Katie  E.  Hale,  who-  was 
born  February  13,  1849,  daughter  of  Carlos 
Hale,  and  died  February  19,  1895,  leaving  two 
children,  George  E.  and  John  Frederick. 

Seth  S.  Hubbard,  third  in  the  family  of 
George  S.  Hubbard,  was  born  January  8, 
1845,  an(C  died  unmarried  May  1,  1889. 

Charles  Jared  Hubbard,  the  fourth,  is  men- 
tioned below. 

Helen  M.  Hubbard  was  born  May  3,  1849, 
and  died  July  4,  1850. 

Ann  E.  Hubbard,  the  sixth,  born  May  15, 
1851,  never  married,  and  died  January  17, 
j 1902.  1 

Le  Roy  Hubbard,  the  youngest  of  the 
seven,  was  born  May  5,  1854,  and  is  a farmer 
in  the  town  of  Middletown.  On  October  16, 
1878,  he  married  Ida  Prior,  daughter  of  John 
and  Charlotte  (Jones)  Prior,  and  to  this  union 
have  been  born  six  children,  in  the  following 
order:  Charlotte  E.,  September  29,  1879; 
Helen  F.,  November  9,  1881  ; Edith  A.,  July 
9,  1884;  John  L.,  September  25,  1886;  Seth  S., 
December  30,  1888;  and  Eunice  L.,  December 
13,  1891. 

Charles  Jared  Hubbard  came  to  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  from  Wadesboro,  N.  C.,  in  1854, 
accompanied  by  his  parents.  He  was  educated 
in  the  Farm  Hill  district  school,  the  Middle- 
town  high  school,  and  Daniel  H.  Chase’s  Acad- 
emy, and  at  the  Eastman  Business  College,  in 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  graduating  from  the  last 
named  institution  in  1865.  He  then  entered 
the  employ  of  Finkle  & Lyon,  of  Middletown, 
as  clerk,  for  a year,  and  in  1866  went  to  Kan- 


sas City,  Mo.,  with  the  intention  of  settling, 
but  remained  there  a short  time  only.  Return- 
ing to  Middletown,  he  was-  for  two  years  book- 
keeper and  clerk  for  Hubbard  & Roberts,  of 
South  Farms.  In  1869  lie  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm  of  thirty  acres,  and  has  since  been 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming. 

Charles  J.  Hubbard  was  married  June  3, 

1869,  to-  Martha  Stowe  Bacon,  a native  of 
Middlefield,  born  November  26,  1849,  daugh- 
ter of  George  W.  and  Phebe  C.  (Birdsey)  Ba- 
con. This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five 
children,  viz.:  (1)  Henry  B.,  born  March  10, 

1870,  graduated  from  Storrs’  Agricultural 

College  in  1888,  and  is  now  first  assistant 
auditor  for  the  United  States  Rubber  Trust 
Company,  with  residence  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; 
he  was  married  June  22,  1892,  to  Angie 
Chamberlain.  (2)  Amy  A.,  born  October  5, 
1873,  was  married  October  2,  1895,  to  Henry 
H.  Avery,  of  New  London,  who  is  manager  at 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  for  a branch  house  of  Nelson 
Morris  & Company,  the  famous  meat  packers 
P-f  Chicago  ; to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Avery  have  been 
born  four  children — Frances  H.,  July  22,  1896; 
Lucy  B.,  January  1,  1898;  Henry  H.,  Jr., 
March  31,  1899;  and  Charles  H.,  August  26, 
1900.  (3)  Arnold  B.,  born  December  8,  1879, 

is  foreman  of  the  brass  casting  department  of 
the  Holmes,  Booth  & Playdens  factory,  at 
Waterbury,  Conn.  (4)  George  S.,  born  No- 
vember 26,  1884,  and  (5)  Alice  B.,  born  June 
28,  1887,  are  still  at  home. 

Mr.  Hubbard  is  a Republican,  and  for 
seven  years  served  as  assessor,  five  years  con- 
secutively. He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
Mattabessett  Grange,  of  which  Mr.  Hubbard 
was  master  in  1899:  his  wife  has  twice  been 
lecturer  in  the  same,  having  lieen  the  first  mem- 
ber to  act  in  that  capacity.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hub- 
bard and  their  two  elder  children  are  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  live  strictly  up 
to  its  teachings. 

Hon.  George  \\\  Bacon,  father  of  Mrs. 
Charles  J.  Hubbard,  was  bom  December  17, 
1812,  in  Middlefield,  was  a joiner  by  trade,  and 
also  followed  fanning.  Politically  he  was  one 
of  the  few  Democrats  in  Middlefield.  a rank 
Secessionist,  and  in  1858  was  elected  to  the 
General  Assembly.  He  was  also  known  as 
Major  Bacon,  having  been  a drum  major  in 
the  local  militia.  In  1834  lie  was  married  to 
Phebe  C.  Birdsey,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and 
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Betsey  (Crowell)  Birdsey,  and  five  children 
came  to  this  union,  viz. : Melissa  J.,  born  De- 
cember 3,  1834,  died  September  15,  1835. 

Henry  Lafayette,  born  October  15,  1838,  mar- 
ried Alice  L.  Atwater  June  14,  1882,  and  died 
August  30,  1891,  while  engaged  in  the  bank- 
ing business  in  Elmira,  N.  Y. ; he  left  one  child, 
Mary  L.,  born  October  7,  1883.  John  Louis, 
born  October  9,  1840,  married  Mary  E.  Haz- 
ard June  22,  1876,  and  became  the  father  of 
four  children — Louis  A.,  born  May  8,  1877, 
George  W.,  born  in  1879  (who  died  February 
14,  1881),  John  L.,  born  December  10,  1882, 
and  Lucy,  born  December  26,  1884.  Lucy  F., 
born  September  13,  1843,  was  married  to  An- 
drew Bell  June  15,  1887,  and  resides  in  Mid- 
dlefield.  Martha  S.,  Mrs.  Charles  J.  Hub- 
bard, is  the  youngest.  Major  Bacon  died  of 
pneumonia  in  Middlefield  May  15,  1877,  after 
an  illness  of  but  two  days’  duration,  and  his 
widow  survived  until  March  13,  1889. 

Major  Bacon  “was  a man  of  courteous 
bearing,  witty  sayings,  a genial  companion  and 
a kind  neighbor,  with  a smile  and  kindly  greet- 
ing for  every  one,  he  has  been  missed  from 
these  pathways  ‘that  know  him  no  more  for- 
ever.”— [Atkins’  History  of  Middlefield. 

JAMES  MILLER,  president  and  founder 
of  the  Portland  Silk  Mills,  Middletown,  Mid- 
dlesex county,  is  perhaps  as  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  all  the  details  of  silk  manufac- 
ture as  any  other  man  in  the  United  States. 
In  his  childhood  he  entered  a mill  in  his  na- 
tive Scotland,  and  has  literally  grown  up  in 
the  trade.  Beginning  life  burdened  with  lim- 
ited resources,  both  as  regards  finances  and  ed- 
ucation, he  has  worked  his  way  to  the  top  ot 
the  ladder,  and  has  now  an  eminent  place 
among  the  silk  manufacturers  of  the  country. 
The  Portland  Silk  Mill  is  regarded  as  a most 
valuable  addition  to  Middletown  industries. 

Mir.  Miller  was  born  September  3,  1849,  in 
Dunfermline,  Scotland  (the  birthplace  of  An- 
drew Carnegie),  a son  of  William  and  Jane 
(Bennett)  Miller.  William  Miller  was  a silk 
weaver,  as  had  been  his  ancestors  for  several 
generations.  About  1870  he  came  to  this 
country,  and1  was  first  employed  in  Lowell, 
Mass.,  but  later  for  many  years  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  silk  mills  at  Manchester,  Conn. 
There,  when  he  was  over  sixty  years  of  age, 
he  was  killed  at  a railroad  crossing.  His  wife 


had  died  some  years  previous,  shortly  after 
their  removal  to  Manchester.  They  were  the  | 
parents  of  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity:  James:  Alexander,  a 

practical  silk  weaver  in  Manchester,  Conn. ; I 

William,  in  the  same  business  and  loca- 
tion; Mary;  Lizzie;  Agnes;  Bella;  and  Jennie. 
Mrs.  Jane  (Bennett)  Miller  was  a daughter  j 

of  Alexander  Bennett,  who  was  engaged  in  jl 

the  manufacture  of  damasks,  one  of  the  jj 

most  difficult,  as  well  as  one  of  the  finest  ! 

arts  of  weaving.  Among  the  employes  in  f 

his  factory  at  one  time  was  the  father  of  [ 

Andrew  Carnegie.  Alexander  Bennett  car- 
ried on  business  at  Dunfermline,  Scotland. 

As  the  parents  were  of  limited  means,  the  ! 
children  early  took  up  the  burden  of  fife. 
Jamies  Miller’s  youth  was  passed  before  the 
days  of  compulsory  education,  and  by  far  the  f 

greater  part  of  his  education  has  been  ac-  j 

quired  by  close  attention  and  observation  of  » 

the  world  around  him.  From  the  time  he  was  1 

nine  he  was  reared  in  Glasgow.  At  that  ten-  ; 

der  age  he  began  working  in  a mill,  and  has  j 

since  continued  in  this  line.  When  he  was  in  , 

the  mill  work,  he  w'as  employed  in  the  printing  j 

department,  where  were  'being  made  by  thous- 
ands the  “Garibaldi”  handkerchiefs,  then  so 
popular  that  the  demand  could  hardly  be 
supplied.  Mr.  Miller  remained  in  Glasgow 
until  he  was  about  seventeen,  when  he  went 
to  Perth,  and  spent  the  ensuing  three  years  | 
there.  Being  ambitious,  and  wishing  to  learn 
the  business  thoroughly,  he  worked  in  the  cel-  | 
ebrated  mills  in  that  city,  and  secured  many 
valuable  ideas.  In  1871  he  crossed  the  ocean  1 
on  the  “City  of  Brooklyn” — one  of  the  noted 
vessels  of  her  time — and  was  thirteen  days  on 
the  voyage.  His  first  w'ork  in  the  United  ; 
States,  at  was  Adams,  Mass.,  where  his  father  1 
was  employed,  and  he  later  went  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  thence  to  Manchester,  Conn.,  where  ; 
for  eighteen  years  he  was  employed  by  the 
Cheneys,  great  silk  men  of  that  place.  After 
brief  employment  in  Paterson,  N.  J.,  in  1890, 
in  company  with  his  brother,  Alexander,  he 
started  as  a silk  manufacturer  at  that  place,  and 
soon  after  bought  his  brother’s  interest,  con- 
ducting the  factory  alone  until  July,  i897> 
when  he  sold  out  the  plant,  which  in  the  mean- 
time had  been  moved  to  Passaic,  N.  J.  That 
year  he  came  to  Middletown  and  founded  the 
Portland  Silk  factory.  This  was  a new  plant, 


I 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


445 


1 had  new  machinery,  thoroughly  modern  in 
every  respect,  and  under  his  enlightened  and 
progressive  management,  it  has  grown  beyond 
expectation;  in  1900  the  plant  had  ter  be  greatly 
increased,  as  the  output  was  threefold  its  cal- 
culation. It  is  now  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leading  establishments  of  the  kind  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  one  whose  position  as  such  re- 
flects the  highest  credit  upon  the  manage- 
ment. 

In  New  York  James  Miller  married  Miss 
Margaret  Stalker,  who  was  born  in  Tillicoul- 
try, Scotland.  To  this  union  were  born  the 
following  children:  : Arthur  James,  of  the 

Portland  Silk  Company;  David  D.,  vice-pres- 
ident of  the  Portland  Silk  Company ; Fannie 
J.,  who  married  William  Whitney,  of  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  and  has  one  daughter,  Ethel.  Mr. 
Miller  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  he  is  a mod- 
est and  unassuming  man,  with  a life  devoted  to 
; his  line  of  business,  and  has  never  had  any  de- 
sire for  political  position.  He  is  a man  of 
strong  character  and  much  force,  and  as  a cit- 
izen is  upright  and  loyal,  giving  strict  and 
careful  attention  to  public  affairs,  and  possess- 
ing to  the  fullest  extent  those  sterling  charac- 
, teristics  of  honor  and  integrity  characteristic 
of  his  nationality.  Mr.  Miller  is  looked  upon 
as  one  of  Middletown’s  most  valuable  citizens. 
Not  in  that  city’s  history  has  such  a noted  and 
substantial  industry  been  built  up  in  so  short 
a time  as  that  of  the  Portland  Silk  Com- 
pany. 

GEORGE  H.  PENFIELD,  one  of  the  best 
citizens  of  Portland,  is  a provident  and  thrifty 
farmer.  The  family  of  which  he  is  a worthy 
representative  has  been  known  for  a long 
period  in  the  history  of  the  town,  and  has  con- 
tributed to  its  population  not  a few  worthy  and 
‘upright  people.  Mr.  Penfield  resides  on  Pen- 
field  Hill,  which  perpetuates  his  family  name 
and  is  situated  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town. 
The  Penfields,  Peltons,  Cornwalls,  Shepards, 
and  others  who  have  long  lived  in  this  com- 
munity, are  intermarried  and  are  all  promi- 
nent in  the  early  history  of  the  town.  Mr. 
Penfield  was  horn  in  the  same  house  in  which 
he  is  now  living,  March  19.  1838,  a son  of 
Hiram  A.  and  Sarah  Parmelee  (McNary) 
Penfield. 

John  Penfield,  the  progenitor  of  the  fam- 
ily in  Portland,  came  from  Lebanon,  Conn., 


and  settled  on  Penfield  Hill,  very  early  in  the 
eighteenth  century.  On  April  9,  1714,  he  mar- 
ried Ann  Cornwall,  and  their  children  were 
■as  follows:  Jonathan  (Squire),  born  March 

25,  1719;  Col.  John,  May  14,  1721 ; Ann,  Oc- 
tober 26,  1726,  married  Joseph  Pelton,  Sep- 
tember 27,  1744;  Silence  married  John  Shep- 
ard, October  21,  1756;  Simon,  married  a 
Miss  Powers,  of  Killingly,  and  had  seven  chil- 
dren ; Stephen  married  and  had  a family ; and 
David  died  unmarried. 

Col.  John  Penfield,  son  of  John,  was  born 
May  14,  1721,  and  died  February  22,  1797. 
He  was  a leading  man  in  his  day.  His  wife 
Ruth  died  July  17,  1794,  in  her  fifty-eighth 
year.  They  had  the  following  family:  Jesse, 
horn  April  2 1755;  Rachel,  November  14, 
1756;  Ruth,  October  30,  1758;  Phoebe,  De- 
cember 5,  1760,  married  a Air.  Bill  ; Samuel, 
October  13,  1762,  was  a blacksmith  on  Pen- 
field  Hill  and  he  married  Jemima  Hurlbut,  on 
October  17,  1784;  Jeremiah,  March  29,  1765, 
was  a captain  of  a vessel  and  was  drowned  in 
the  Connecticut  river;  John;  and  Jonathan, 
October  3,  1771. 

John  Penfield,  son  of  Col.  John  and  grand- 
father of  George  H.,  was  horn  July  25,  1767, 
and  became  a farmer,  making  his  home  on  the 
farm  where  he  was  born,  and  where  he  died. 
He  was  a leading  man  in  town  affairs  and  in 
the  church  in  his  day.  On  Feb.  27,  1797, 
he  married  Jane  Stewart,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 1,  1769,  and  who  died  July  23,  1827; 
he  died  December  1,  1829,  and  both  are  buried 
in  Center  cemetery.  They  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  children : Susan  A.,  born  Au- 

gust 13,  1799,  married  Miles  Strickland,  of 
Portland,  February  25,  1824;  Hiram  A..  De- 
cember 25,  1802;  Emily  Matilda,  January  29, 
t8o6,  married  Allen  Brainard,  of  Portland; 
and  Alfred  C.,  September  25,  1809,  was  a 
farmer  on  the  old  homestead,  and  married 
Hepzibah  Melissa  McNary,  who  was  horn  De- 
cember 29,  1816,  at  South  Farms,  Conn.  ( lie 
died  November  17,  1856). 

Hiram  A.  Penfield  was  born  on  a farm  ad- 
joining that  now  occupied  by  his  son  George 
j H.,  December  25.  1802.  He  was  a student 
in  the  district  school  on  Penfield  Hill,  betore 
| its  location  on  its  present  site.  Being  a good 
i student,  he  learned  rapidly,  and  at  the  age  ot" 
j eighteen  began  teaching  school,  continuing 
with  much  success  for  a number  of  vears.  and 
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winning  a high  reputation  in  his  time.  After 
his  marriage  he  settled  on  a rented  farm,  that 
of  Reuben  Payne,  and  about  1830  moved  to 
the  farm  that  became  their  life  home.  They 
bought  it  from  an  uncle,  Jonathan  Penfield, 
and  it  is  now  the  home  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  There  Hiram  A.  Penfield  devoted  his 
life  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  there  he 
built  the  excellent  home  and  other  buildings, 
which  are  still  standing  to  attest  the  honest 
industry  of  the  times.  On  December  25,  1828, 
he  married  Sarah  Parmelee  McNary,  who  was 
born  May  22,  1798,  in  Middle  Haddam,  Conn., 
a daughter  of  Morris  (who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 8,  1765,  a son  of  Morris  McNary,  who 
came  from  the  north  of  Ireland)  and  Sarah 
(Doan)  McNary  (who  was  born  September  4, 
1766).  Hiram  A.  Penfield  died  December  19, 
1872,  and  his  widow  survived  to  February  28, 
1882,  and  both  are  buried  in  Center  cemetery. 
Their  children  were:  John  M.,  whose  biog- 

raphy appears  elsewhere;  Sarah  J.,  born  Jan- 
uary 9,  1832,  married  John  H.  Clark,  Decem- 
ber 24,  1853,  and  died  in  Portland 

February  28,  1895;  Henry  A.,  born  January 
31,  1836,  died  February  29,  1836;  and  George 
H.  The  father  early  came  to  the  front  as  a 
reliable  and  capable  man.  He  was  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  held  various  offices,  selectman, 
assessor  and  others,  in  the  town,  always  with 
credit  to  himself,  and  he  declined  to  be  a can- 
didate for  representative  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. He  was  a man  of  commanding  presence, 
and  had  a naturally  legal  mind,  which,  with 
his  sound  common  sense,  peculiarly  fitted  him 
to  settle  large  estates,  which  he  was  several 
times  called  upon  to  do.  As  a man  of  positive 
convictions,  which  were  the  result  of  much 
thought  and  reflection,  he  was  always  heard 
with  respect.  His  death  came  suddenly,  and 
his  loss  was  greatly  felt  in  the  community  of 
which  he  had  so  long  been  an  honored  mem- 
ber. 

George  FI.  Penfield  attended  the  district 
school  on  Penfield  Hill,  and  Harrison  Whit- 
comb was  among  his  earlier  teachers.  He 
was  reared  a farmer  boy,  and  received  his 
education  entirely  in  the  local  district  school. 
Although  he  began  working  early  in  life,  he 
always  remained  at  home. 

On  January  23,  1862,  Mr.  Penfield  mar- 
ried Miss  Almira  G.  Bailey,  of  Chatham, 
Conn.,  who'  was  born  October  11,  1840,  a 


daughter  of  Seth  and  Phila  (Purple)  Bailey. 
Her  father  was  a ship  carpenter  in  early  life, 
but  afterward  made  farming  his  life  work. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Penfield  became  the  parents  of 
three  children  : ( 1 ) Mary  Adeline,  born  April 

21,  1863,  married  October  10,  1883,  George 
M.  Taylor,  of  Portland,  but  now  a contractor 
and  builder  in  Hartford.  Their  children  are: 
Percy  Penfield,  born  May  11,  1886;  Walter 
Ellery,  October  28,  1889;  George  Kellogg, 
December  29,  1893;  Tracy,  October  1,  1896. 
(2)  Sarah  Doan,  born  December  8,  1867,  at-  1 
tended  the  Middletown  High  School,  and  mar- 
ried William  H.  Rouse,  March  26,  1898.  (3) 
Walter  H.,  February  4,  1873,  married  June  , 
10,  1896,  Miss  Bessie  Pascall,  and  resides  in 
Portland.  Mrs.  Almira  G.  (Bailey)  Penfield,  ; 
the  mother  of  this  family,  died  December  1, 
1889,  leaving  behind  her  tender  memories  of  a i 
good  wife  and  loving  mother. 

After  his  marriage,  George  H.  Penfield  lo- 
cated on  the  family  homestead,  which  came 
into  his  possession  at  his  father’s  death.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  men  in  the 
town.  A stanch  Democrat,  he  is  active  in 
party  work,  and  has  been  constable  of  the  town,  1 
and  was  a candidate  for  selectman  in  1899, 
but  was  beaten  by  four  votes.  He  refused  to 
vote  for  himself,  and  did  no  work  to  secure 
the  position.  On  another  occasion  he  was  1 
beaten  for  state  representative  by  thirteen 
votes.  He  has  long  been  warden  and  vestry- ' 
man  of  Christ’s  Church  (Episcopal)  at  Cobalt, 
and  is  one  of  the  leading  men  in  that  parish. 
Mr.  Penfield  owns  one  of  the  fine  country 
homes  of  the  county,  and  has  a most  excellent 
family.  He  is  a genial  and  hospitable  man, 
a good  farmer,  and  man  of  unswerving  in- 
tegrity. 

TITUS  C.  MATHER.  Time  was  when 
the  poet  could  wirite  truthfully  of  the  lack 
of  man’s  control  of  the  mighty  waters  off 
the  ocean,  when  to  “go  down  into  the  sea  with! 
ships’’  was  to  take  one’s  life  in  one’s  hand  as1 
something  of  little  value,  but  since  the  days' 
when  Titus  C.  Mather,  with  his  brave  marin- 
ers, safely  sailed  its  waters,  and  under  stand- 
ingly watched  its  winds  and  tides  and  currents, 
man  has  gained  a certain  mastery  over  old 
ocean,  and  no  more  disasters  occur  on  the  sea 
than  upon  the  stable  land. 

Mr.  Mather  is  in  the  tenth  generation  fron: 
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John  Mather,  his  line  being  through  Thomas, 
Rev.  Richard,  Timothy,  Richard  (2),  Joseph, 
Dr.  Eleazer,  Dr.  Elisha  and  Dr.  Ezra  S.  The 
Captain’s  immediate  ancestors  were  not  sea- 
going men,  his  grandfather,  Elisha  Mather, 
having  been  one  of  the  prominent  and  success- 
ful physicians  of  Essex,  Middlesex  county,  as 
was  his  father  before  him,  Dr.  Eleazer  Mather, 
of  Saybrook.  Elisha  Mather,  M.  D.,  was  born 
at  Lyme  March  14,  1755,  and  on  April  26, 
1778,  married  Elizabeth  Selden ; she  died  June 
2,  1841,  aged  eighty-two.  Their  children 
were:  Samuel  Rogers,  born  January  20, 

1780,  married  September  30,  1812,  and  died 
September  20,  1815.  A son,  born  in  July, 

1781,  died  the  same  month.  Elizabeth,  born 
August  2,  1782,  married  Benjamin  Trumbull 
in  1800,  and  died  August  20,  1828.  Elisha 
(2)  M.  D.,  born  January  9,  1786,  married  Su- 
san Willey  in  1807,  and  died  May  24,  1848. 
Ezra  S.,  M.  D.,  born  August  7,  1788,  is  men- 
tioned below.  Sophia,  born  Jan.  17,  1791,  mar- 
ried George  W.  Jewett.  Laura  born  August 
20,  1796,  was  married  in  1817  to  M.  Page, 
and  later  became  the  wife  of  M.  Armstrong; 
she  died  in  1825.  Ulysses,  M.  D.,  born  No- 

1 vember  20,  1802,  married  Priscilla  P.  Doane 
in  1822,  and  died  May  15,  1832.  The  father 
of  this  family  resided  in  Centerbrook,  on  prop- 
erty now  owned  by  our  subject,  where  his  days 
were  passed  in  the  arduous  duties  of  his  pro- 
fession. For  forty  years  he  was  a devout 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  for 
a number  of  years  he  was  senior  warden. 

Ezra  S.  Mather,  son  of  Dr.  Elisha,  was 
born  in  Essex,  and  no  love  for  the  sea  tempted 
him  away  from  his  father’s  profession.  Pie 
first  studied  with  Dr.  Ely,  of  Lyme,  completing 
his  professional  training  at  a medical  school. 
The  village  doctor  made  his  welcome  visits 
throughout  his  native  town  and  those  in  the 
vicinity,  becoming  known  far  and  wide  for  his 
skill  and  successful  practice  in  surgery.  An 
ardent  and  active  Democrat,  he  was  frequently 
tailed  upon  to  fill  local  offices,  and  was  made 
selectman  and  often  justice  of  the  peace,  being 
noted  for  his  judicial  mind.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  were  valued  members,  all  their  lives,  of 
he  Episcopal  Church,  and  possessed  the  es- 
eem  of  the  community.  On  November  7, 
1813,  he  married  Chloe  Clark  (daughter  of 
Danforth  Clark),  who  died  March  13,  1870. 
I heir  children  were:  Titus  S.,  born  June  18, 


1814,  died  June  17,  1815;  Titus  Clark,  born 
October  14,  1816,  died  December  31,  1820; 
Chloe  E.  vdas  born  June  3,  1818;  Julia  was 
born  December  31,  1819;  Capt.  Ezra  Selden, 
born  November  5,  1821,  married  October  26, 
1868,  Susan  B.  Post;  Titus  Clark  (2),  born 
February  29,  1824,  is  mentioned  below;  Morti- 
mer D.,  born  December  23,  1828,  was  married 
on  November  12,  1863,  to  Eliza  A.  Pratt. 

Capt.  Titus  C.  Mather,  whose  name  intro- 
duces these  lines,  was  born  in  Essex  February 
29,  1824,  was  given  the  educational  advantages 
of  the  home  schools,  and  was  also  sent  to  the 
famous  Hills  Academy,  an  institution  then 
with  a reputation  for  erudition  that  reached 
over  many  States.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  how- 
ever, his  latent  love  for  the  sea  developed,  and 
he  went  out  from  his  comfortable  home  and 
engaged  as  a sailor  before  the  mast,  his  ener- 
getic disposition  requiring  more  adventure  than 
could  be  found  in  the  village  round  of  duties. 
That  Mr.  Mather  was  particularly  fitted  by 
nature  for  the  life  he  chose  was  soon  proved, 
for  step  by  step  he  was  advanced  in  position 
until  he  had  attained  the  highest  in  the  service, 
when  he  was  still  a comparatively  young  man. 
For  forty  years  he  followed  the  sea,  viewing 
the  ocean  in  every  phase,  under  every  sun,  and 
meeting  citizens  of  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 
He  visited  every  large  city  on  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  as  well  as  upon  the  Med- 
iterranean sea,  in  all  these  places  displaying 
the  characteristics  of  a manly  and  courageous 
American  citizen. 

For  a period  of  eight  years  Capt.  Mather 
engaged  in  trade  with  the  Indians  on  the  Isth- 
mus of  Panama,  purchasing  from  them  the 
products  of  the  soil  and  supplying  them  with 
the  articles  which  they  highly  prized.  Upon 
his  return  in  1878  from  the  Isthmus  Capt. 
Mather  decided  that  should  be  his  last  voyage, 
although  his  long  service  had  been  marred  by 
few  accidents.  Calm  and  courageous  himself, 
he  inspired  others  in  the  same  way.  thus  avoid- 
ing many  disasters,  or  remedying  them  in  such 
a way  as  to  leave  no  lasting  trouble.  But  one 
ship  was  lost,  and  that  by  fire,  in  Mobile  bay. 
After  settling  down  at  his  old  home  in  Essex. 
Capt.  Mather  attempted  farming  as  an  employ- 
ment for  an  active  man,  but  in  recent  years  his 
failing  health  has  caused  him  to  almost  aban- 
don it. 

Bv  his  first  marriage  to  Sarah  M.  Ncttcr- 
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well,  in  1852,  the  Captain  was  the  father  of 
two  children:  Titus  C.,  who  died  young;  and 
Ezra,  who  married  Mary  Armstrong,  resides 
in  Essex,  and  has  had  five  children,  Charlotte 
Augusta,  Mary  Louise,  Harrie  Melville,  Lil- 
lian Mae,  and  Verner  Elbridge.  Mrs.  Mather 
died  September  7,  1879,  and  the  second  mar- 
riage of  Capt.  Mather,  to  Dolley  C.  Walkey,  a 
daughter  of  David  Walkley,  connected  him 
with  one  of  the  prominent  old  families  of  Had- 
dam.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  his  political  be- 
lief Capt.  Mather  upholds  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party.  Surrounded  by  the  com- 
forts of  life,  and  cheered  by  his  bright  and 
happy  grandchildren,  he  lives  a peaceful  and 
quiet  life  in  the  old  home,  endeared  to  him 
by  so  many  youthful  recollections,  esteemed  by 
all,  and  a fit  representative  of  one  of  the  best 
families  of  grand  old  Middlesex  county. 

HON.  EDWARD  PRATT  STANNARD 
a prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  West- 
brook and  the  distinguished  member  of  the 
Legislature  from  that  town,  comes  from  an 
old  and  honored,  as  well  as  numerous,  family 
of  the  locality.  John  Stannard,  his  great-great- 
grandfather, was  a large  landowner  in  West- 
brook, being  at  the  time  of  his  death  the 
wealthiest  man  in  the  community,  his  estate 
at  that  time  being  valued  at  $14,000. 

John  Stannard  (2),  the  son  of  John, 
was  born  in  what  is  now  the  North  Dis- 
trict of  Westbrook.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three 
he  joined  the  Continental  army,  was  taken  pris- 
oner by  the  British  and  carried  to  Halifax, 
with  about  700  other  prisoners,  enduring 
scurvy  and  smallpox,  but  escaped  with  his  life 
under  conditions  which  to  us,  of  this  day  of 
fumigations,  disinfectants,  anti-septics  and 
medical  knowledge,  can  only  seem  miraculous. 
At  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  he  was  permit- 
ted to  return  to  his  home.  He  conducted  an 
inn  in  Westbrook  for  some  years  following, 
but  later  purchased  a farm  in  the  east  part  of 
the  town,  where  he  remained  during  the  rest 
of  his  life,  his  death  taking  place  May  18, 
1842.  His  wife  had  been  Zu'ba  Pratt,  of  Say- 
brook. 

Deacon  John  Stannard,  son  of  John  (2) 
and  his  wife  Zuba,  was  born  in  Westbrook  in 
1789,  and  he  successfully  followed  the  leading 
occupation  of  the  people  there,  which  was  fish- 


ing; but  he  later  became  a farmer.  In  1820 
he  erected  the  house  which  stands  immediately 
west  of  our  subject’s  present  home.  His  death 
the  result  of  an  accident,  occurred  in  New 
York  City,  while  on  a visit  to  a son,  October 
26,  1843.  For  many  years  he  was  a valued 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  in 
which  he  was  a deacon.  His  wife,  Katherine 
Post,  of  Westbrook,  bore  him  the  following 
children  : Alpheus  ; Catherine,  who-  married 

William  Stannard;  and  John  R.,  the  father  of 
our  subject.  Mrs.  Katherine  (Post)  Stan- 
nard survived  her  husband  and  later  married 
William  Doty,  residing  for  a time  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  but  later  both  returned  to  West- 
brook, and  remained  in  the  home  of  John  R. 
Stannard  until  the  time  of  decease.  Mrs. 
Doty  died  September  4,  1884. 

John  R.  Stannard  was  born  on  March  6, 

1824,  in  Westbrook,  and  was  reared  a farm- 
er boy,  spending  his  whole  life  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  With  filial  care  he  comforted  the 
last  days  of  his  parents,  and  later  purchased 
the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  old  home- 
stead. There  he  resided,  hard-working  and 
frugal  to  the  time  of  his  death,  August  18, 
1900.  This  sad  event  was  the  result  of  an  ac- 
cident, a heavy  cart  tongue  falling  upon  him. 
In  his  early  life  he  had  been  a Republican, 
but  later  became  convinced  of  the  worth  of  the 
principles  of  the  Prohibitionist  party.  Though 
very  domestic  in  his  habits,  he  was  interested  ini 
the  advancement  of  his  town,  and  held  many  of 
the  minor  offices,  and  for  a long  time  was  the 
tax  collector.  He  married  Sarah  Ann  Kirt- 
land,  who  was  born  in  Saybrook,  Msarch  27, 

1825,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lydia  (Pratt) 

Kirtland.  She  died  June  21,  1896,  the  devoted 
mother  of  four  children:  Grace  K.,  'born  ini 

1845,  married  Henry  P.  Chapman,  of  Essex/ 
and  has  a daughter  Jessie,  who'  married 
Charles  E.  Kelsey  : John  A.,  of  Centerbrook 
born  in  1849,  married  Mary  L.  Kirtland,  ancf 
has  one  daughter  Sarah,  who  married  Aaror 
S.  Miller,  of  Ivoryton ; Edward  Pratt;  anc 
Adelaide  P.,  born  in  1857.  died  in  1897. 

|Edward  P.  Stannard  was  born  on  the  horn/ 
farm  August  29,  1855,  and  was  educated  ir 
the  district  schools,  later  receiving  higher  in- 
struction in  the  Westbrook  Academy,  unde: 
Benjamin  F.  Bushnell  and  Oliver  H.  Norris 
Remaining  on  the  home  farm  until  he  war 
twenty-one  years  old,  he  then  induced  his  par , 
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ents  to  consent  to  his  leaving  them  to  seek  em- 
ployment elsewhere,  as  he  was  tired  of  farm- 
ing, but  he  promised  to  return  if  they  needed 
him.  In  Meriden  he  at  once  obtained  em- 
ployment as  a finisher  in  the  factory  of  Brad- 
ley Hubbard,  remaining  there  some  seven 
years.  At  his  parents’  request  he  returned  to 
the  farm,  intending  to  remain  but  a few  weeks, 
but  instead  spent  three  and  one-half  years  in 
managing  the  farm,  his  characteristic  self-de- 
nial acquiescing  quietly  in  the  call  of  Duty. 
Tiring  again  of  agricultural  work,  he  went 
to  Ivoryton,  which  w&s  near  his  home,  and  was 
employed  on  contract  work  in  the  action  de- 
partment of  The  Comstock,  Cheney  & Co.  fac- 
tory, where  he  remained  until  1892.  That 
year  he  again  made  his  home  in  Westbrook  and 
in  March  of  the  same  year  erected  his  present 
house  and  barn,  where  he  conducted  a very 
prosperous  livery  business,  especially  during 
the  summer  seasons,  when  the  various  beaches 
in  the  vicinity  are  occupied  by  summer  visit- 
ors. This  he  disposed  of  in  1900. 

On  November  22,'  1887,  Mr.  Stannard 
was  married  to  Isabelle  M.  Magna,  who  was 
born  in  Westbrook  December  21,  1857,  a 
daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  C.  and  Deborah 
(Hungerford)  Magna.  They  have  had  three 
children:  Russell  M.,  deceased;  Lynda, 

born  March  16,  1891  ; and  Grace  K.,  born  De- 
cember 6,  1893.  For  almost  the  entire  period 
of  his  residence  in  Westbrook,  Mir.  Stannard 
lias  been  prominent  in  public  life.  He  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  has  most  acceptably 
filled  the  offices  of  first  and  second  selectman. 
In  1900  he  was  elected  to  the  General  As- 
sembly, representing  the  town  of  Westbrook, 
and  in  the  session  of  1900-01  was  one  of  the 
school  fund  committee. 

\ he  Magna  Family  trace  their  ancestry 
to  a wealthy  planter  on  the  Island  of  Guada- 
loupe,  who  sent  his  son  Nicholas,  to  America 
to  be  educated  prior  to  1780.  The  latter  located 
somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Saybrook,  and 
bis  son  Joseph,  became  a vessel  builder  in 
Westbrook,  where  he  married  Lydia  Post, 
daughter  of  Jedediah.  She  died  in  1861,  leav- 
ing as  family:  Capt.  Joseph  Nicholas,  a 

sea  captain,  who  married  Abby  M.  Spencer, 
and  died  at  sea  between  Liverpool  and  Amer- 
ica; Sarah,  who  married  Joy  Post,  of  Essex; 
Mariette,  wiidow  of  Charles  Baldwin;  Diana, 


who  married  Capt.  Alfred  G.  Spencer,  and 
died  in  1894;  Lydia;  and  Capt.  Samuel  C. 

, Capt.  Samuel  C.  Magna,  the  esteemed  fa- 
ther of  Mrs.  Stannard,  followed  the  sea  for 
many  years,  became  a popular  and  well-known 
commander  of  vessels  between  American  and 
European,  ports,  and  left  the  water  about  the 
time  of  his  second  marriage.  At  that  time  he 
was  a wealthy  man,  but  later  lost  much  of  his 
property  through  misplaced  confidence.  He 
died  in  1873.  His  first  marriage  was  to  De- 
borah Hungerford,  of  East  Haddam,  a daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Ely  and  Nancy  (Anderson) 
Hungerford,  with  whom  Mrs.  Stannard  long 
made  her  home,  as  her  mother  died  when  she 
was  but  sixteen  months  old.  The  second  mar- 
riage of  Captain  Magna  was  to  Ann  Jackson, 
of  Liverpool,  England,  who  survived  him  sev- 
eral years.  They  had  one  son,  Arthur  M.,  now 
residing  with  our  subject. 

FREDERICK  HOWLAND  BEEBE. 
Among  the  distinguished  citizens  of  Essex, 
Middlesex  Co.,  Connecticut,  one  who  will 
long  be  remembered  by  others  than  his  fellow 
townsmen,  and  who  is  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  is  Capt.  Frederick  Howland  Beebe,  now 
occupying  a prominent  position  with  the  New 
York  & Hartford  Transportation  Company. 

The  Captain  inherits  a brave  and  intrepid 
spirit  from  worthy  ancestors.  His  grand- 
father, Timothy  Beebe,  a native  of  the  town  of 
Lyme,  New  London  county,  was  a descendant 
^ of  one  of  five  brothers  who  dared  the  perils  of 
the  deep,  and  the  still  greater  perils  of  an  un- 
known land,  when  they  sailed  from  their  home 
in  far-ofif  Wales  for  uncivilized  America.  Tim- 
i otliy  Beebe  was  born  in  1760,  and  when  a 
young  man  located  in  Vevay,  Ind.  In  1789  he 
married  Rachel  McIntosh,  of  that  State,  where 
she  died,  and  he  removed  to  Kentucky,  where 
he  married  one  of  the  Todd  family,  a rela- 
tive of  Mrs.  Abraham  Lincoln  and  of  Col. 

I Todd,  of  Libby  Prison  fame.  Mr.  Beebe's 
death  occurred  in  1841.  He  was  the  father  of 
the  following  named  children:  Guy  M.  (the 

father  of  our  subject),  Sylvester,  Dudley, 
Maria,  Annie  Maria,  Clarissa  Maria,  Nelson, 
Edwin.  Frederick.  Elizabeth  and  Cynthia. 

Guv  M.  Beebe  was  born  Fehruarv  20,  1791. 
and  died  on  September  20,  1867.  He  resided 
for  many  years  in  Indiana,  where  he  engaged 
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in  farming  and  in  sugarmaking,  and  finally 
settled  in  Connecticut,  where  he  engaged  in 
shad  fishing  on  the  river  and  dealing  in  fish, 
carrying  on  a flourishing  business  in  that  line. 
He  died  in  Essex.  In  politics  he  was  originally 
a Whig,  later  becoming  a Republican.  The 
first  marriage  of  Mr.  Beebe  was  to  Maria  Rus- 
sell, a daughter  of  Stephen  Russell.  She  died 
June  6,  1830,  and  his  second  marriage,  on  Au- 
gust 3,  1833,  was  to  Theodotia  Otis,  who  was 
born  in  1800,  in  Pleasant  Valley,  and  died 
May  9,  1851.  To  the  first  union  were  born: 
Henry  G.,  John  Russell,  Maria  Ellen,  Marcus 
Cephas  and  Mary  Maria ; and  to  the  second 
marriage:  Frederick  Howland,  who-  is  men- 

tioned below  ; Jane  Ann,  widow  of  Asa  South- 
worth,  an  ensign  in  the  Navy,  residing  with 
two  sons  in  Salem,  Mass. ; Lucian  Jay;  Charles 
Eugene;  and  Mary  Augusta. 

Frederick  H.  Beebe  was  born  in  Hamburg, 
Conn.,  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  removed 
with  the  family  to  Essex,  where  he  received  his 
primary  schooling,  and  was  one  of  the  pupils 
of  the  famous  Hills  Academy  in  its  palmy 
days,  while  it  was  under  the  management  of 
the  justly  popular  Lucius  Lyon  and  James 
Newell.  When  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  became  associated  with  his  father 
in  the  buying  and  selling  of  shad,  on  the  Con- 
necticut river.  Leaving  this  business  in  1862, 
to  enlist  in  the  Union  army,  Capt.  Beebe  joined 
Company  B.,  Twenty-fourth  Connecticut  Vol- 
unteers, for  a service  of  nine  months,  which 
was  extended  to  thirteen.  At  the  time  of  his 
enlistment  he  was  made  orderly  sergeant.  At 
the  siege  of  Port  Hudson  he  was  under  fire  for 
forty-two  days. 

Returning  from  the  battlefield,  Mr.  Beebe 
went  into  the  business  of  the  New  York  & 
Hartford  Transportation  Company,  beginning 
as  main  deck  watchman,  soon  after  being  pro- 
moted to  watchman,  and  later,  in  turn,  to  the 
positions  of  forward  deck  lookout,  quarter- 
master,  then  pilot,  and  master,  finally  reaching 
his  present  position.  He  has  given  such  satis- 
faction and  honest  attention  to  duty  that  his 
advancement  caused  no  surprise  to  the  many 
friends  who  knew  his  sterling  equalities  so  well. 

Capt.  Beebe  has  commanded  a number  of 
chartered  boats,  and  the  following  steamers 
owned  by  the  company,  and  run  in  the  freight 
and  passenger  business  between  New  York  and 
Hartford:  The  “Springfield,”  the  “City  of  ^ 


Hartford”  and  the  “Granite  State,”  and  he  is 
now  commander  of  the  “Hartford,”  a fine 
twin-screw  steamship,  built  in  1899.  During 
his  career  as  boatman  Capt.  Beebe  has  had 
many  thrilling  experiences  and  has  been  instru- 
mental in  saving  many  persons  from  death  in 
the  water.  While  acting  as  pilot  on  the  “Gran- 
ite State,”  on  June  28,  1880,  when  coming 
through  Hell  Gate,  he  discovered  a steamer  on 
fire.  She  proved  to  be  the  “Seawanhaka,” 
bound  to  Glen  Cove.  She  headed  toward  the 
shore  and  ran  onto  the  Sunken  Meadows  ! 
grounding  just  as  the  “Granite  State”  reached 
her,  Capt.  Beebe  not  having  hesitated  one  mo- 
ment as  to  his  duty.  People  in  their  distress 
were  already  jumping  overboard,  and  immedi- 
ately four  boats  were  lowered  from  the  “Gran- 
ite State,”  thus  insuring  the  rescue  of  over  one 
hundred  people,  one  of  the  number  being  ex 
Mayor  Grace,  of  New  York;  there  were  other 
notables  whose  death  would  have  caused  grie: 
over  the  whole  country.  Too  much  praise  car 
not  be  given  to  the  alertness  and  humanity  0 
Capt.  Beebe,  as  a moment’s  hesitation  woulc 
have  allowed  all  to  be  lost. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  October  14,  1899 
the  officers  of  the  steamer  “City  of  Laurence,’ 
Capt.  Beebe,  discovered  a burning  steamer 
which  proved  to  be  the  “Nutmeg  State,”  of  tin " 
Bridgeport  line.  The  flames  made  such  rapi< 1 
headway  that  she  was  turned  shoreward- 
grounding  about  a mile  east  of  Sands  Point,  0 
Execution  Light.  In  this  disaster  a dozen  live 
were  lost,  and  many  more  would  have  been  bu 
for  the  promptness  of  Capt.  Beebe,  his  officer 
and  crew.  His  boat  was  the  first  on  the  scare 
six  boats  rescuing  seventy  of  the  despairin; 
passengers,  who-  had  thrown  themselves  inf 
the  water  from  the  burning  vessel.  The  fol , 
lowing  is  a testimonial  to-  the  brave  man  wh 
endangered  his  own  safety  to  rescue  those  i 
such  dire  peril : 

“To  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  steamboj 
City  of  Laurence : I desire  and  do<  hereb 

thank  you  for  the  timely  rescue  of  my  wifi 
Fannie  Wilt,  and  son  Henry,  who  were  pa:( 
sengers  on  the  ill-fated  steamer  Nutmeg  Stab 
on  the  morning  of  October  14,  also1  for  thj 
skillful  management  of  the  lifeboat  which  too 
them  from  the  water,  and  for  the  kind  trea  1 
ment  you  rendered  them  on  board  your  shin 
after  you  received  them.  Should  we  ever  mee 
I shall  feel  it  an  honor  to  clasp  hands  with  yc! 
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nd  try  to  express  my  gratitude  to  you  person- 
lly.  May  God  bless  and  prosper  you  is  the 
arnest  prayer  of  yours  sincerely,  Joseph  S. 
Vilt.  Mrs.  Wilt  is  resting  quietly  and  the 
octor  says  her  symptoms  are  favorable  to  a 
peedy  recovery.” 

While  never  expecting  any  particular  rec- 
gnition  of  his  inestimable  services,  it  has  been 
ratifying  to  Capt.  Beebe  to  receive  them, 
fany  cases  of  ingratitude  have  come  to  his 
otice,  also,  where  his  kindness  has  been  en- 
rely  overlooked,  but  he  is  of  too  great  a na- 
me to  harbor  resentment. 

In  politics  Capt.  Beebe  is  a stanch  and  ar- 
ent  Republican,  but  he  has  never  accepted 
ffice.  Socially  he  has  been  a Mason  since 
860,  belonging  to  Mt.  Olive  Lodge,  A.  F.  & 
v.  M. ; he  also  affiliates  with  the  A.  O.  U.  W., 
t Essex.  His  estimable  wife  is  a worthy 
, lember  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Through  a 
ong  life  of  varied  experience,  Capt.  Beebe  has 
orne  a manly  part,  and  has  won  the  admira- 
on  and  confidence,  not  only  of  the  members  of 
is  home,  but  of  his  employers  and  the  travel- 
og public,  who  feel  as  safe  in  his  hands  as  in 
leir  own  homes. 

The  marriage  of  Capt.  Beebe  was  to  Rboda 
1.,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Rhoda  B. 
Tucker)  Williams,  and  one  son,  Orville  N., 
as  born  of  this  union,  on  August  14,  1872. 

Orville  N.  Beebe  received  his  primary  edu- 
1 ition  in  the  common  schools  of  Essex,  later 
Becoming  a student  at  the  Moody  Institute,  at 
It.  Flermon,  Mass.,  for  two  years.  At  the 
ge  of  eighteen  he  entered  the  firm  of  Brown, 
hompson  & Co.,  in  Hartford,  for  one  year, 
oing  from  there  to  William  H.  Post,  in  the 
irpet  business.  Two  years  later,  upon  the 
lilure  of  that  firm,  he  entered  into  business 
ith  his  father,  commencing  as  quartermaster, 
id  being  granted  a pilot’s  license  two  years 
ter.  For  three  years  he  continued  in  this 
lie,  but  on  July  3,  1897,  embarked  in  depart- 
icnt  merchandising  with  the  firm  of  J.  T. 
lather  & Co.,  in  September,  1899,  purchasing 
ie  business  which  lie  has  since  conducted,  hav- 
ig  the  finest  dry-goods  store  in  the  vicinity, 
'n  May  26,  1897,  Orville  N.  Beebe  married 
lice  L.  Mather,  a daughter  of  J.  T.  and  Eliz- 
>eth  (Hall)  Mather,  and  one  daughter  has 
>nie  to  this  union,  Gladys  Williams,  born 
larch  9,  1899.  Socially  Mr.  Beebe  is  con- 


nected with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he 
has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree,  belong- 
ing to  Mt.  Olive  Lodge,  No.  52,  Essex;  Burn- 
ing Bush  Chapter;  Cyrene  Commandery;  the 
Scottish  Rite  bodies;  and  Sphinx  Temple,  of 
Hartford.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Hart- 
ford Yacht  Club. 

The  Williams -family  has  an  honorable 
ancestry,  the  records  dating  far  back,  and  the 
complete  genealogy  is  much  too  long  to  appear 
in  a history  of  this  kind,  but  we  may  mention 
that  Robert  Williams,  a native  of  Norwich, 
England,  arrived  at  Roxbury,  Mass.,  in  1638, 
and  from  this  worthy  ancestor  came  David 
Williams  who  was  still  living  in  Essex  when 
the  British  destroyed  the  shipping  there,  April 
8,  1814,  at  which  time,  his  son,  Abner  P.,  had 
a ship  on  the  stocks  nearly  completed.  In  his 
patriotic  rage  David  Williams  attacked  the  in- 
vaders with  a hoe  but  was  jeered  at  by  the 
British  soldiers  on  account  of  his  age.  His 
death  occurred  in  1819.  Abner  Williams,  son 
of  the  above-named  Abner  P.,  was  the  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Beebe,  her  father  being  Fred- 
erick W.  Williams,  who  was  born  in  Essex, 
where  he  grew  up  and  engaged  in  the  shoe 
business,  owning  a store  for  many  years.  On 
April  12,  1841,  he  married  Rhoda  B.  Tucker, 
a daughter  of  Noah  and  Ann  (Tooker)  Tuck- 
er, who  had  children : Abby  Ann,  born  in 

1816;  Eliza  Ann,  1818;  Rhoda  B.  (the  mother 
of  Mrs.  Beebe),  1820;  Noah.  1823;  William 
L.,  1824;  Richard  H.,  1830;  Ruth,  1833;  and 
Orville  P.,  1838. 

ALEXANDER  INGLIS,  deceased.  Some 
years  ago  there  was  quite  an  exodus  of  stal- 
wart and  ambitious  young  Scotchmen  from 
the  stone  quarries  in  their  native  land  to  the 
granite  regions  of  Connecticut.  Several  set- 
tled in  Middletown  in  after  years,  and  among 
these  were  two  brothers,  Alexander  and  James 
T.  Inglis.  The  last  named  is  yet  living  in  Mid- 
dlefield,  and  his  sketch  apears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1851,  his  brother  the  following  year.  Alex- 
ander Inglis  settled  in  Middletown,  Middlesex 
countv,  where  he  reared  an  excellent  fam- 
ily. 

Alexander  Inglis  was  born  May  26.  1815, 
in  what  is  now  Glasgow,  and  was  but  a child 
when  his  parents,  Alexander  and  Janet 
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(Foyer)  Inglis,  removed  to  Edinburgh,  where 
he  was  reared.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a 
stonemason  in  his  native  country.  There  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Euphemia  Dick,  a native 
of  Portobello,  a suburb  of  Edinburgh,  born 
January  18,  1818.  Thomas  Dick,  her  father, 
was  a brickmaker,  and  her  mother  was  the 
daughter  of  a British  soldier,  and  was  born  at 
Gibraltar;  when  about  twelve  years  old  she 
was  brought  to  Scotland,  where  she  was  reared 
and  married. 

After  his  marriage  Alexander  Inglis  came 
to  the  United  States,  landing  in  New  York 
May  21,  1852.  He  sailed  from  Greenock, 
Scotland,  on  the  vessel  “Sarah  Mary,”  and  was 
six  weeks  and  three  days  on  the  ocean.  On 
landing  he  came  directly  to  Middletown,  where 
he  made  his  home.  He  worked  for  some  years 
in  the  Portland  quarries,  also  followed  his 
trade  in  Middletown  and  the  surrounding 
country,  and  worked  in  the  Douglass  pump 
factory  for  several  years.  Mr1.  Inglis  suffered 
much  from  rheumatism  for  some  years  before 
his  death,  in  October,  1893.  He  was  a Re- 
publican politically,  and  fraternally  a member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He 
was  associated  with  a number  of  his  com- 
patriots in  the  formation  of  a Presbyterian 
Church  in  Middletown,  and  attended  it  while 
it  existed ; after  it  was  given  up  he  united  with 
a Scotch  Congregational  Church.  The  closing- 
up  of  the  affairs  of  the  Scotch  Church  in  Mid- 
dletown was  put  into  his  hands.  He  was  the 
father  of  twelve  children,  three  of  whom  died 
in  Scotland.  Those  who  lived  to'  adult  age  are 
as  follows:  John  is  a member  of  the  Middle- 
town  police  force,  and  is  mentioned  elsewhere. 
Christine  married  John  McAllister,  and  lives 
in  Middletown.  Alex  is  a sailmaker  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio  ; he  was  a twin  of  Henry,  who  died 
in  childhood.  James  is  the  superintendent  of 
the  bank  burglar  alarm  system  of  Middletown, 
and  he  is  mentioned  elsewhere.  Henry  is  a 
brass  molder  at  Middletown ; he  has  served  on 
the  city  council.  William  G.  is  proprietor  of 
the  Forest  City  Laundry,  at  Middletown ; for 
more  than  thirty  years  he  was  in  the  service 
of  the  Middletown  Plate  Company,  where  he 
was  foreman  of  the  spinning  and  turning  de- 
partment; he  resigned  the  office  of  assessor  to 
go  into  the  laundry  business.  Andrew,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  a plumber  in  Middle- 
town  at  one  time.  Thomas,  who  passed  away 


when  twenty-six  years  old  in  Middletown,  was 
a turner  in  the  Middletown  Plate  Company,  ! 
and  was  also  employed  in  Meriden. 

HON.  LEVERETTMARSDEN  ]l 
LEACH,  late  of  Durham,  a sketch  of 
whose  antecedents,  character  and1  career  it 
is  the  principal  purpose  of  this  article  to  pre-  1 
sent,  was  the  first  born  child  of  Leverett  Wood- 
bridge  and  Deborah  (Scranton)  Leach,  both  of 
whjom,  and  their  three  children  as  well,  were 
born  in  territory  which  formed  a part  of  the  | 
town  of  Guilford,  in  New  Haven  county,  until 
in  1826,  on  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  I 
Madison  by  the  General  Assembly,  it  was  made  | 
part  of  the  latter  town,  and  its  immediate  lo-  j 
caility  has  ever  since  been  known  as  North  f 
Madison.  | 

Leverett  W.  Leach,  who  came  of  a.  sturdy  } 
New  England  stock  which  in  an  earlier  gen-  j 
eration  hadi  removed  toi  Madison  from.Ver-  j 
mont,  was  the  son  of  Oren  and  Anna  Leach,  ■ 
and  wias  born  April  5,  1799,  three  quarters  of  j 
a mile  distant  from'  the  house  in  which,  on  ■ 
June  6,  1801,  was  born  Deborah  Scranton,  the 
devoted  helpmeet  and  companion  of  his  later  1 
years,  and  to  whom  he  was  married  December  t 
14,  1820. 

On  reaching  the  age  of  young  manhood  he  , 
opened  a general  retail  store  in  North  Madison,  , 
which  he  conducted  until  1835,  when  he  re-  ; 
moved  his  family  to  Durham,  in  Middlesex  j 
county,  and  there  established  himself  in  a sim-  1 
ilar  business,  and,  in  order  to  eke  out  a com-  j 
fortable  family  support,  for  some  years  he  also- 
kqr>t  boarders  in  his  family,  and  carried  on  a j 
livery  business.  In  those  days,  before  sys- 
tematic peddling,  and  solicitation  of  orders  for  j 
merchandise  had  come  into  vogue,  the  country 
merchant,  dealing  in  almost  every  variety  of  \ 
commodity  necessary  for  family  support  or  1 
use,  selling  on  credit  to'  all — for,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, all  were  safely  to  be  trusted — ready  ; 
for  any  sort  of  legitimate  barter,  was  often  en- 
abled to  extend  his  trade  over  a wide  territory, 
and  develop  what  was  then  accounted  a large 
and  prosperous  business.  Adventitious  aids 
and  methods,  especially  the  beguiling  adver- 
tisements, which  now  so  largely  find  favor, 
were  then  unknown,  and  success  depended  al- 
most wholly  on  those  personal  traits  of  hon- 
esty, economy,  enterprise,  sagacity  and  perse- 
verance which,  if  not  at  the  present  time  so 
much  in  vogue,  are  still,  none  the  less,  the  only  | 
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assured  means  to  honorable  and  enduring  suc- 
cess. 

Leverett  W.  Leach  possessed  those  ele- 
ments of  character,  all  and  several,  in  a marked 
degree,  and  with  the  experience  he  had  already 
gained  contributing  to  his  equipment,  he  was 
enabled  to  soon  lay  the  foundations  of  a busi- 
ness, which,  before  many  years,  became  the 
recognized  center  of  a large  trade,  almost 
without  competition  in  a wide  surrounding  ter- 
ritory, and  in  good  measure  profitable  in  its 
returns. 

In  this  business  he  continued  as  sole  pro- 
prietor, or  as  senior  partner,  first  with  his  son 
Leverett  M.,  and  later  with  his  younger  son, 
Oscar,  also  admitted,  until  his  death,  though 
for  reasons  of  health  he  retired  from  its  active 
management  some  years  earlier.  With  the  in- 
crease and  spread  of  his  business,  and  the  con- 
sequent enlargement  of  his  acquaintance  and 
reputation,  he  came  to  be  highly  respected  and 
. esteemed  for  his  strict  integrity,  and  general 
elevation  of  character,  and  his  name  was  held 
in  honor  far  beyond  the  territory  within  whose 
borders  his  dealings  were  principally  confined. 

In  1843  Mr.  Leach  took  into  the  business  as 
' partner  bis  son,  Leverett  M.,  then  just  come 
to  full  legal  age,  and  the  partnership  then 
formed,  under  the  name  and  style  of  L.  W. 
Leach  & Son,  was  carried  along  until  1855, 
when  Oscar,  the  younger  son,  was  taken  in  as 
a partner,  and  the  firm  as  then  constituted,  re- 
taining the  old  firm  name,  remained  unchanged 
until  the  death  of  L.  W.  Leach. 

After  this,  the  sons  carried  along  the  busi- 
ness under  the  name  and  style  of  L.  M.  & O. 
Leach,  until  1882  when  Leverett  M.  retired 
1 with  a competency,  disposing  of  his  interest 
to  his  brother,  Oscar,  who  conducted  the  busi- 
ness from'  that  time  on  until  April  1,  1889, 
when  he  sold  it  out,  and  thus  closed  the  family 
history,  in  respect  of  the  main  business  activi- 
ties of  father  and  sons. 

Leverett  W.  Leach  was  in  politics  a 
Whig  until  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
mrty,  when  he  became  a member  of  that 
tarty,  and  so  remained  until  the  close  of  his 
ife.  Though  lie  had  strong  political  convic- 
1 ions,  and  was  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his 
- >olitical  duties,  he  eschewed  political  office  all 
lis  life,  accepting  none,  so  far  as  learned,  ex- 
ept  .that  of  representative  from  his  town  in 
I he  General  Assembly  of  1838. 

O11  removing  to  Durham,  he  at  once  ac- 


tively identified  himself  with  religious  affairs, 
uniting  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  contributed  liberally,  considering  his  means, 
to  the  cost  of  its  new  church  edifice,  whose  con- 
struction was  begun  in  the  next  year,  and  on 
its  completion,  a year  still  later,  he  was  elected 
a member  of  its  first  board  of  trustees.  From 
this  time  forward  until  incapacitated  by  de- 
clining health,  he  remained  one  of  its  most  in- 
fluential official  leaders,  as  he  was,  until  the 
end  of  his  life,  one  of  its  most  exemplary  mem- 
bers, and  generous  supporters. 

it  is  said  of  him  that  whenever,  as  was  not 
infrequently  the  case  in  the  earlier  years,  he 
chanced  to  be  without  assistance  in  his  store 
on  nights  when  the  stated  church  prayer  meet- 
ing was  to  be  held,  be  would  at  the  appointed 
hour  suspend  business,  and,  closing  his  store, 
summarily,  if  need  be,  repair  to  the  meeting. 
This  may  well  be  believed,  for  it  was  illustra- 
tive of  the  devotion  to  Christian  duty,  and  the 
genuineness  and  depth  of  piety,  which  marked 
his  life  from  the  time  he  first  made  profession 
of  the  Christian  faith  until  its  close.  Another 
has  said  of  him  that  “his  home  was  for  many 
years  a refuge  for  every  Methodist  minister 
for  hundreds  of  miles  around.”  True  it  cer- 
tainly is,  that  from  the  proximity  of  Wesleyan 
University,  the  leading  college  of  his  denomi- 
nation, and  located  at  Middletown,  near  by, 
many  students,  first  and  last,  temporarily  sup- 
plied the  pulpit  of  the  church  at  Durham,  and 
were  as  a rule  entertained  in  the  home  of  Mr. 
Leach ; not  a few1  of  them,  in  later  years,  rose 
to  positions  of  the  highest  usefulness  and  dis- 
tinction in  their  profession. 

The  last  years  of  Mr.  Leach’s  life,  though 
somewhat  clouded  by  ill  health,  were  spent  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a ripened  Christian  faith,  and 
the  loving  ministrations  of  his  children  and 
children’s  children.  He  died  June  16,  1866. 

Deborah,  wife  of  Leverett  W.  Leach,  was  the 
daughter  of  Timothy  and  Deborah  Scranton. 
Timothy  Scranton,  born  in  Guilford  in  1761, 
wlas  a soldier  of  tire  Revolution,  enlisting  at  fif- 
teen years  of  age,  and  serving  till  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Trenton 
and  Princeton,  and  at  the  siege  of  York  town 
was  in  the  battalion  that  led  the  column  which 
stormed  one  of  the  enemy’s  redoubts  on  the 
night  of  October  14.  1781,  an  event  which 
more  than  any  other  led  to  the  surrender  of 
Cornwallis  a few  days  afterward.  Deborah 
Leach  was  well  endowed  mentally,  and  pos- 
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sessed  strong  religious  convictions.  Her  life 
was  unselfishly  devoted  to  her  family  and  her 
church,  and  fruitful  in  valued  service  for  each. 
After  the  decease  of  her  husband,  she  contin- 
ued to  reside  in  the  old  home  at  Durham  until 
her  death,  May  12,  1881.  In  addition  to  Lev- 
erett  M.,  there  were  two  children  born  to  Lev- 
erett  W.  and  Deborah  Leach : Georgiana, 

born  September  25,  1825,  and  Oscar,  born 
February  17,  1831.  Georgiana  was  married 
in  1846  to  Rev.  Eli  Hubbard,  who,  later  in 
life,  achieved  a high  reputation  as  a preacher. 
She  died  January  27,  1852,  her  husband  sur- 
viving her  until  1868.  The  children  of  this 
marriage  were  Edward  M.,  born  January  12, 
1847,  and  Leverett  M.,  born  April  23,  1849. 
The  former  holds  a position  with  the  Inter- 
national Silver  Company  at  Wallingford,  in 
New  Haven  County,  and  makes  his  bachelor 
home  with  his  brother,  who  has  for  many 
years  been  a:  practicing  lawyer  in  New  Haven, 
with  a residence  in'Wallingford.  He  has  been 
successful  in  his  profession,  and  much  in  public 
life;  has  held  various  offices  of  honor  and  re- 
sponsibility, including  that  of  Secretary  of 
State  for  Connecticut,  1887  and  1888,  and  is 
now!  serving  a second  term  as  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  New  Haven 
County. 

Hon.  Oscar  Leach,  the  youngest  child  of 
Leverett  W.,  and  only  brother  of  Leverett  M., 
was 'born  on  February  17,  1831.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  local  public  and  private  schools, 
and  in  1855  Was  admitted  as  a partner  in  the 
business  of  his  father  and  brother,  and  contin- 
ued therein  with  the  certain  changing  relations 
thereto,  already  mentioned,  until  he  retired, 
April  1,  1889.  He  was  in  a,  marked  degree  a 
man  of  affairs,  and  for  many  years  very  influ- 
ential in  town  matters.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican,  and  not  only  exercised  an  almost 
controlling  leadership  in  the  local  activities  of 
his  party,  but  in  the  larger  field  of  county  and 
State  politics  was  a prominent  and  powerful 
factor.  In  all  relations  of  life  he  was  recog- 
nized as  an  unusally  intelligent,  sagacious,  en- 
terprising and  upright  man.  He  was  appointed 
postmaster  for  Durham  in  the  first  year  of  Lin- 
coln’s term,  and  held  that  office  continuously, 
except  for  one  year,  until  October,  1885,  when 
he  resigned.  Fie  served  as  a representative 
from  Durham  in  the  Legislature  in  1866,  and 
as  a senator  from  the  Eighteenth  District  in 
1869,  and  in  1887  and  1888  from  the  same 


District  territorially,  though,  under  a redi-' 
vision,  it  was  then  designated  as  the  Twenty- 1 
first  District.  He  was  a delegate  from  the  Sec- 
ond Congressional  District  in  the  National  Re- 
publican Convention  in  1888,  which  nominated 
Benjamin  Harrison  for  President.  He  was 
elected  by  the  Legislature  in  1893,  as  auditor 
of  public  accounts,  re-elected  in  1895,  and  was 
serving  in  that  office  at  the;  time  of  his  death, 
as  well  as  in  the  office  of  trustee  of  the  Farm- 
ers' and  Mechanics’  Savings  Bank  of  Middle- 
town,  which  position  he  had  held,  by  succes-  1 
sive  re-elections,  since  July,  1868. 

In  1853  Oscar  Leach  was  married  toi  Eliza 
J.  Hickox,  of  Durham,  by  whom  he  had  three  ; 
children.  The  first  born  died  in  infancy ; Luie  - 
A.  was  born  December  28,  1856,  and  is  now  1 
living  with  her  mother  in  the  old  family  home 
at  Durham.  Carlton  H.  was  born  July  19, 
1866,  and  is  now  residing  in  Middletown,  ■ 
Conn.,  where  he  holds,  a responsible  position  \ 
with  the  Farmers’  land  Mechanics’  Savings  • 
Bank.  i 1 1 

Leverett  Marsden  Leach,  the  especial  * 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  February  i 
11,  1822,  in  a part  of  Guilford  which  four 
years  later  was  included  in  the  territory  | 
incorporated  as  the  town  of  Madison,  as  already  i 
stated.  The  family,  during  his  early  boyhood,  , 
though  not  necessitous,  were  in  circumstances  » 
which  required  him  to  work  hard',  and  suffer 
some  privations,  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  ^ . 
was  enabled  to  get  such  elementary  education  \ i 
as  iwas  afforded  by  the  public  school  in  his  dis-  | 
trict.  Removing  with  his  family  to  Durham,  in  1 
1835,  he  there  had  for  a time  the  advantages  of  j 
a private  school,  thus  completing  an  education  j ; 
which,  though  not  a liberal  one,  so.  far  trained  ! 
his  mind,  and  reinforced  its  superior  native 
endowments,  as  to:  assure  the  highly  informed' 
intelligence  and  sound  judgment  which  were  ' 
his  marked  characteristics  in  later  life.  On  j 
leaving  school  he  learned  the  tinner's  trade  in  j , 
a part  of  the  building  in  which,  at  the;  time, 
his  father's  store  was  located,  and  when  not  | 
busy  at  his  trade,  acted  as  clerk  for  his  father. 

On  reaching  his  majority  in  1843,  he  became  a 
partner  in  his  father’s  business  and  remained 
identified  with  it  until  1882,  as  already  stated 
in  treating  of  his  father’s  career.  His  unusual 

. . 0 . . . i I fj 

capacities  of  mind,  combined  with  the  most  un- 
yielding  Christian  principles,  gained  for  him,  j | 
as  he  advanced  in  life,  the  profound  respect 
and  absolute  confidence  of  his  fellow-towns-  | “ 
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pen,  and  all  with  whom  he  had  contact,  espe- 
cially the  men  of  large  business  affairs  and  con- 
nections with  whom  he  came  to  have  familiar 


acquaintance  in  the  markets  which  he  fre- 
quented as  a buyer.  He  was  throughout  life 
active  in  all  that  made  for  the  welfare  of  his 
town,  and  from  early  life  was  especially  de- 
voted to  the  interests  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  in  which  for  many  years  lie  held 
the  most  important  official  positions,  and  was 
probably  the  most  influential  member.  He 
was,  at  the  same  time,  a man  of  singular  mod- 
esty, bordering  on  self-depreciation,  and  it  was 
a matter  of  frequent  comment  during  his  life- 
time, that  but  for  his  excessive  sensitiveness 
to  conspicuous  notice,  and  want  of  aggressive- 
ness in  respect  to'  personal  advancement,  he 
might,  with  opportunities  which  were  easily 
within  his  grasp,  have  achieved  notable  suc- 
cess and  distinction,  whether  in  public  affairs 
or  private  enterprise,  in  a far  wider  field  o>f 
action  than  the  one  he  chose  for  the  pursuit  of 
his  life  work.  This  trait  off  modesty  was  cor- 
relative to  his  distaste  for  display  or  ostenta- 
tion in  all  things,  and  signally  manifest  in  his 
acts  off  benevolence.  His  generous  support  off 
his  own  church  and  certain  other  interests  were, 
in  the  nature  off  things,  more  or  less  matters  off 
public  knowledge,  but  many  were  the  deeds 
unknown  of  men  by  which  he  helped  to  present 
relief,  or  more  permanent  advantage,  to  such 
causes  or  individuals  as  he  deemed  worthy  of 
his  aid,  as  may  be  instanced  by  his  unheralded 
contributions  for  many  years  to  colored  schools 
in  the  South. 

In  politics  Mr.  Leach  was  a Whig  until  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party,  when  he 
became  a member  of  that  party,  and  remained 
such  as  long  as  he  lived,  though  in  his  later 
years  be  occasionally  exhibited  much  indepen- 
dence of  party  ties.  He  had  no  taste  for  pub- 
lic office,  though  he  accepted  many  in  answer  to 
popular  demand,  and  from  a sense  off  duty. 

- He  was  for  many  years  a justice  off  the  peace, 
and  first  selectman  off  his  town;  was  post- 
master from  1849  till  1853,  and  in  1849  was 
elected  as  representative  in  the  Legislature, 
made  memorable  by  its  election  of  Joseph 
Trumbull  as  Governor,  he  being  the  last  of 
the  famous  men  of  that  name  to  occupy  that 
exalted  station.  In  this  Legislature  the  Free- 
Soilers  held  the  balance  of  power  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  In  i860  Mr.  Leach  was 
again  a respresentative  in  the  Legislature,  and 


in  1862  wlas  elected  senator  from  the  Eigh- 
teenth District.  He  served  as  trustee  of  the 
Connecticut  Hospital  for  the  Insane  from  July 
1,  1887,  to  July  1,  1891.  He  was  elected  a 
trustee  in  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank  in 
1864,  and  a director  off  the  First  National 
Bank  off  Middletown  in  January,  1876,  and 
served  with  recognized  fidelity  and  ability  in 
both  offices,  continuously,  until  his  death.  On 
his  retirement  from  business  in  1882,  after 
more  than  forty  years  of  incessant  activity  and 
fruitful  labors,  he  still  continued  to-  serve  his 
townspeople,  with  perhaps  a larger  measure 
off  usefulness  than  in  preceding  years.  In  his 
long  experience  he  had  gained,  for  a layman, 
a very  unusual  and  accurate  knowledge  of 
legal  principles,  and  off  statute  law,  and  had 
become  proficient  in  drafting  ordinary  legal 
documents  and  papers.  This  faculty,  com- 
bined with  his  recognized  wisdom,  prudence 
and  conscientiousness,  which  had  for  many 
years  made  him  the  valued  counselor  of  his 
f el  low- town  smen  generally,  now,  in  the  greater 
leisure  of  the  years  following  his  retirement 
from  business,  led  to  much  increased  demand 
on  his  time  and  attention  for  similar  service. 
And  thus  he  lived  and  wrought  until,  at  the 
ripe  age  off  seventy-six  years,  while  yet  in  good 
vigor  off  health,  and  with  faculties  unimpaired, 
on  January  10,  1898,  as  he  was  entering  the 
room  off  the  directors  off  the  First  National 
Bank  at  Middletown,  and  had  barely  said  good 
morning  to  his  associates  already  assembled 
for  their  annual  meeting  and  awaiting  his  pres- 
ence, without  warning,  and  in  almost  an  in- 
stant, the  pulsations  off  his  life  were  stilled,  and 
lie  had  passed  forever  from  the  scenes  of  his 
earthly  life. 

On  February  7,  1844,  Mr.  Leach  was  mar- 
ried to  Lydia  M.  Thayer,  who  was  horn  Jan- 
uary 26,  1823,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Mehit- 
able  (Whitmore)  Thayer.  Two  daughters 
were  the  fruit  of  this  marriage : Ella  M..  born 
November  29,  1844,  died  November  5, 

1883.  She  was  married  to  George  Id.  Davis, 
off  Durham,  and  two  children  were  horn  to 
them — Edward  Lafayette,  who  died  in  early 
childhood,  on  February  21.  1877,  and  Wilbur 
L.,  an  enterprising  and  influential  citizen  of 
Durham,  a sketch  of  whose  life  appears  in  an- 
other part  of  this  work.  The  other  daughter, 
Georgiana  T.,  was  born  July  14,  1853,  and 
married  Charles  E.  Bacon,  of  Middletown, 
who  comes  of  a substantial  and  honored  line- 
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age,  and  is  himself  a citizen  of  respectability 
and  standing.  There  are  two  children  of  this 
marriage- — Grace  Ella,  born  April  n,  1879, 
and  Charles  Marsden,  born  February  22,  1881, 
both  of  whom  have  had  liberal  educational  ad- 
vantages, and  are  now'  living  with  their  par- 
ents, in  whose  family,  also,  the  widow  of  Lev- 
erett  ML  Leach,  in  the  enjoyment  of  good 
health,  and  in  serene  content,  is  passing  the 
evening  of  her  days. 

WILLIAM  AUGUSTUS  HART,  than 
whom)  there  were  few  better  known  men  in 
Middlesex  county,  was  one  of  the  sterling  resi- 
dents of  Durham,  and  was  widely  known  and 
highly  esteemed  for  his  upright  life  and  Puri- 
tan principles. 

Mir.  Hart  came  from  one  of  the  old  and 
honorable  families  of  New  England,  and  one 
of  the  oldest  in  Connecticut,  he  being  a repre- 
sentative of  the  sixth  generation  from  Deacon 
Stephen  Hart,  who  was  the  progenitor  of  the 
family  in  America.  His  line  is  from  Deacon 
Stephen  through  Thomas,  Hawkins,  Samuel 
and  Samuel  (2). 

(I)  Deacon  Stephen  Hart,  born  about 
1605,  at  Braintree,  County  of  Essex,  England, 
camje  thence  to  the  Massachusetts'  Bay  Colony 
about  1632,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
daughters  Sarah  and  Mary,  and  his  sons  John 
and  Stephen  (2).  He  is  supposed  to  belong 
to  the  company  that  settled  Braintree,  Mass. 
He  located  for  a time  at  Newtown  ( now  Cam- 
bridge), where  his  first  wife  died.  For  his 
second  wife  he  married  Margaret  Smith,  wid- 
ow of  Arthur  Smith.  Mr.  Hart  was  one  of 
the  fifty-four  settlers  at  Cambridge,  Mass., 
later  went  m Hartford  with  the  company  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  in  1635,  and  was  one 
of  the  original  proprietors  there  in  1639.  At 
Cambridge  he  had  been  a member  of  Mr. 
Hooker’s  church,  and  continued  a member  in 
Hartford.  In  1672  he  became  one  of  the 
eighty-four  proprietors  of  Farmington,  Conn. 
In  1647  he  was  a deputy  to  the  General  Court 
of  Connecticut,  and  continued  to  serve  as  such 
during  most  of  the  succeeding  years  up  to 
1660,  from  the  town  of  Farmington.  At  the 
latter  place  he  was  one  of  the  seven  pillars  of 
the  church,  and  was  chosen  the  first  deacon. 
An  extensive  farmer,  he  became  a man  of  in- 
fluence, and  Was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the 
town.  His  death  occurred  in  1683,  his  widow 
dying  in  1693. 


(II)  Thomas  Hart,  son  of  Deacon  Stephen,  j1 
was  born  in  1644,  and  married  Ruth  Hawkins,  j 
who  was  born  in  1649,  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  a | 
daughter  of  Anthony  Hawkins,  a man  of  dis- 
tinction in  Farmington,  whose  wife  was  the  , 
daughter  of  Gov.  Welles,  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  1 
Hart  served  as  ensign,  lieutenant  and  captain, 
respectively,  of  the  train  band.  Mir.  H'art  and 
John  Hooker  were  the  two  most  prominent  1 
men  of  the  town,  and  conspicuous  in  the  Colo- 
ny, being  men  of  wealth,  activity  and  use-  1 
fulness.  From  1690  to  1711,  for  twenty-nine 
sessions,  he  represented  the  town  in  the  Gen-  | 
eral  Court,  and  he  was  several  times  clerk 
and  speaker.  Capt.  Hart  died  in  1726,  and  was 
buried  with  military  honors.  He  was  a man 
of  wealth  and  influence.  His  family  consisted 
of  two  daughters  and  five  sons. 

( III)  Hawkins  Hart,  son  of  Capt.  Thomas, 
was  born  in  1677,  in  Farmington,  and  was  a 
farmer.  In  1701  he  married  Sarah  Roys,  who 
was  born  in  1683,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Roys 
and  Sarah  (Lathrop),  of  Wallingford.  They  f 
lived  for  a time  in  Farmington,  and  then  re-  j 
moved  to  Wallingford,  where  Mrs.  Hart  died 

in  1733.  Mb.  Hart  then  married  Mjary  Eliot, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph  Eliot  and  his  second 
wife,  Mary  (Willys),  of  Guilford,  the  latter 
a daughter  of  Hon.  Samuel  Willys,  of  Hart-  i 
ford.  Mb.  Hart  held  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  j 
and  represented  Wallingford  in  the  General  ) 
Court  nine  sessions,  between  1714  and  1732. 

He  died  in  1735.  He  was  a large  landholder, 
and  owned  and  occupied  a twenty-seven-acre 
tract  on  North  Main  Street,  Wallingford,  now 
known  as  the  Rice  ( or  Roys)  homestead.  He 
was  a representative  man  of  his  time,  promi- 
nent in  State,  civil  and  military  affairs.  Mrs. 
Mjary  ( Eliot)  H'art  was  a granddaughter  of 
Rev.  John  Eliot,  the  “Apostle  to-  the  Indians,” 
who  read  the  Bible  to  the  Redmjen  under  the  ' 
massive  oak  at  South  Natick  in  1651 ; he  used 
his  own  translation  of  Holy  Writ,  and  was  ( 

the  first  to  give  the  Indians  this  sacred  work  i 

in  their  own  language.  After  the  death  of  her 
first  husband  Mrs.  Hart  married  Abraham 
Pierson,  who  died  some  time  afterward,  and 
his  widow  married  (third)  Samuel  Hooker, 
of  Kensington,  a grandson  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker,  of  Farmington.  One  child  was  born 
to  Lieut.  Hawkins  and  Mary  Hart,  Sam|uel, 
mentioned  below. 

( IV)  Samuel  Hart,  son  of  Lieut.  Hawkins, 
was  born  in  Wallingford  (July  18,  1735.  In 
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1759  he  married,  at  Durham,  Conn.,  Abridget 
Fowler,  and  settled  on  a tract  of  land  which 
had  been  given  to  Rev.  Joseph  Eliot  by  the 
Colonial  Legislature,  for  valued  and  distin- 
guished service.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
taken  into  full,  church  communion  in  1771. 
Mr.  Hart  held  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  the 
Continental  army  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Sara- 
toga, September  19,  1777,  after  which  he  drew 
a pension.  His  death  took  place  January  12, 
1805,  and  his  widow  passed  away  November 
26,  1827.  Their  graves  are  well  preserved 
in  the  old  cemetery  of  his  native  town,  his  bear- 
ing the  bronze  marker  of  the  Sons  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution. 

1 (V)  Samuel  Hart  (2),  son  of  Lieut.  Sam- 
uel, was  born  July  12,  1770,  and  was  baptized 
in  Durham,  Conn.  On  March  3,  1803,  he  mar- 
ried Patience  Hubbard,  who  was  born  in  Au- 
gust, 1772,  a daughter  of  Eber  and  Patience 
(Chittenden)  Hubbard.  Mir.  Hart  was  a farm- 
er, living  on  his  father’s  homestead,  and  was 
an  industrious  mian.  EDe  died  December  25, 
1857,  his  widow  surviving  until  March  15, 
1864. 

The  children  of  Samuel  and  Patience  Hub- 
bard Elart  were : William  Augustus,  born 

April  26,  1806;  Edward  and  Edmund  (twins), 
born  January  14,  1808;  George,  born  April 
18,  1810;  Amos  and  Mlary  (twins)  born  Janu- 
ary 1,  1813;  Samuel,  Jr.,  born  April  15,  1815. 
The  aged  grandmother  was  permitted  to  see 
growing  up  around  her  these  seven  grand- 
children, influencing  their  young  lives  by  her 
exemplary  life  and  character.  She  was  an 
earnest  Christian  woman,  devotedly  reading 
her  Bible  and  walking  humbly  with  God. 

'The  mother  was  no  less  watchful,  and  de- 
voted ever  to<  the  religious  training  of  her 
young  charges.  One  beautiful  Sunday  in 
September,  1814,  this  Christian  mother, 
accompanied  by  the  grandmother,  with  her 
six  little  children,  all  on  horseback,  crossed 
Totoket  mountain,  six  miles  by  a rough  moun- 
tain path,  to  the  home  church  of  her  childhood 
in  North  Guilford,  where  she  consecrated  these 
young  hearts  and  lives  to  the  service  of  the 
Master,  all  being  baptized  Sunday,  September 
11,  1814,  by  Rev.  David  Baldwin,  rector  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  as  follows:  William  Au- 

gustus, Edward,  Edmund,  George,  Amos  Fow- 
ler, Mlary.  The  privilege  which  this  act  of  hav- 
ing her  children  dedicated  to  the  Lord  in  her 


own  church,  in  which  they  were  prominent, 
with  her  own  family  around  her,  and  by  her 
own  pastor,  was  a covenant  Which  cheered  her 
heart  and  inspired  her  life.  Another  source 
of  joy  to  her  in  after  life  was  the  fact  that  this 
consecration  was  almost  the  last  act  of  worship 
in  this  ancient  church,  as  the  new  building  was 
dedicated  the  first  Sunday  in  November  fol- 
lowing, and  named  St.  John’s  ; it  is  the  present 
place  of  worship  today  in  North  Guilford.  It 
wias  Mrs.  Hart’s  custom  to’  occasionally  attend 
Sunday  services  in  this  church,  taking  one  or 
two  of  the  children  on  horseback,  going  with- 
out her  husband,  as  he  did  not  like  the  Epis- 
copal form  of  worship.  Later  in  life,  when 
he  joined  the  Congregational  Church  in  Dur- 
ham, she  came  with  him*  as  she  could  wor- 
ship with  him  anywhere.  She  was  a good,  con- 
sistent Christian  woman. 

In  the  cemetery  at  Durham  Center,  over- 
looked by  the  old  church  site,  where  they  and 
their  ancestors  had  worshiped  for  a century, 
on  a sunny  hill  from  which  the  mountain  tops 
of  Totoket  and  Pang,  silent  sentinels  of  the 
old  home,  are  plainly  visible,  are  two  grass- 
covered  graves,  marked  by  white  slabs,  the  sa- 
cred resting-places  of  Grandfather  and  Grand- 
mother Hart,  on  Which  we  find  this  record : 

Samuel  Hart 
Died 

Dec.  25”  1857  Aged  87  years. 

Patience,  his  wife 
Died  March  14”  1864. 

Aged  91  yrs.  5 mos. 

And  standing  beside  these  graves,  we  seem 
to1  hear  her  say : 

And  when,  remembering  me,  you  come  some  day 
And  stand  there,  speak'  no  praise,  but  only  say, 

How  she  loved  us!  ’Twas  that  which  made  her  dear! 
Those  are  the  words  that  I shall  joy  to  hear. 

From  the  old  to  the  new,  from  the  spirit 
of  the  eighteenth  century  to  the  opening  activi- 
ties of  the  nineteenth,  one  year,  three  month? 
and  fourteen  days  after  the  passing  of  Samt- 
uel  Hart,  Sr.,  the  Puritan,  the  pioneer,  the 
soldier,  was  born  his  first  grandson,  William 
Augustus  Hart,  April  26,  1806.  Twenty-five 
years  of  peace  had  made  many  changes  in 
church  and  State.  Advancement  in  means  of 
education,  progress  in  transportation,  increase 
of  commercial  facilities,  marked  the  commence- 
mient  of  the  nineteenth  century,  which  have 
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made  it  the  most  eventful  and  progressive  in 
the  history  of  the  world. 

A]  glimpse  of  the  conditions  of  society  and 
the  prominent  public  mien  in  Durham  at  that 
time  will  mark  the  influences  which  shaped 
M'r.  Hart's  young  life,  and  were  potential  in 
the' formation  of  his  character.  At  the  time 
of  his  birth  Rev.  David  Smith,  D.  D1.,  was  pas- 
tor of  the  Church  of  Christ  (of  which  his 
parents  were  members),  having  been  ordained 
August  15,  1799  ; there  was  a membership  of 
201  persons.  Until  May,  1804,  Durham  had 
been  an  ecclesiastical  parish ; settling  ministers 
was  done  in  town  meetings,  and  all  were  taxed 
for  their  support.  Power  having  been  given 
by  the  Legislature  to  form  ecclesiastical  soci- 
eties, the  first  was  formed  at  a meeting  held 
November  19,  1804,  the  society’s  committee 
consisting  of:  Gen.  James  Wadsworth,  Daniel 
Parmjalee,  Esq.,  Capt.  John  Johnson;  Simeon 
Parsons,  clerk;  John  Johnson,  Daniel  Parma-' 
lee,  Abner  Newton,  Ozias  Norton,  John  Tib- 
bals,  deacons.  Rev.  David  Smith,  D.  D.,  was 
clerk  of  the  Durham  Library  Company.  The 
representatives  in  the  May  session  of  1806  were 
Joseph  Parsons  and  Daniel  Parmalee;  Octo- 
ber, Daniel  Parmalee  and  Daniel  Bates.  Since 
September  16,  1777,  270  had  taken  the  free- 
man's oath.  Simeon  Parsons  was  town  clerk, 
Simeon  Parsons,  Dianiel  Parmalee  and  Charles 
Coe  were  justices  of  the  peace.  The  repre- 
sentatives in  the  Legislature  in  1812  opposed 
the  war.  Durham  was  represented  in  the 
May  session  by  Worthington  G.  Chauncey  and 
Isaac  Newfon,  and  by  Abner  Newton  and  John 
Butler  in  October.  In  the  adoption  of  the 
State  Constitution,  in  1818,  the  vote  was 
eighty-two  yeas,  seventy-four  nays. 

In  the  war  with  Mexico  the  State  Legisla- 
ture of  1847  opposed  and  censured  the  Federal 
government.  It  is  stated  the  representatives 
from  Durham  were  divided,  one  yea,  one  nay. 
They  were  Clement  M.  Parsons  and  Wolcott 
R.  Stone. 

In  the  Civil  war  of  1861-65  Durham  sus- 
tained the  Federal  government,  furnishing 
$12,890  and  eighty-five  men,  represented  in 
seventeen  regiments;  among  them  were  three 
sons  of  William  Augustus  Hart.  During  the 
war  the  following  men  served  the  town  as 
representatives:  1861,  Horatk>  N(.  Fowler,  Joel 
Austin;  1862,  Bl.  B.  Beecher.  David  C.  Camp; 

1863,  Edward  R1.  Camp,  William  C.  Ives; 

1864,  Roger  W.  Newton,  William  H.  Canfield. 


In  the  Senate  were:  1862,  Leverett  M).  Leach; 

1864,  William  C.  Fowler. 

The  first  postmaster  at  Durham  was  David 
Camp,  appointed  July  1st,  1800.  A post  office 
had  been  established  in  New  Haven  since  April, 

1755,  and  it  is  quite  clear  that  there  was  no 
regular  ffiail  service  between  these  dates.  The 
first  regular  service  of  which  we  have  record, 
from  New  Haven  by  Durham,  Middletown, 
Upper  Houses  and  Wethersfield  to  Hartford, 
tri-wteekly,  was  let  from  October  11,  1811,  to 
December  31,  1814.  The  old  road — the  route 
traveled  as  the  present  turnpike — was  not 
surveyed  until  1809-1812,  was  incorporated  in 
(813,  and  not  fully  completed  until  1820.  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  was  Postmaster-General  from 
1753  until  1774,  when  he  was  ejected  because 
of  his  opposition  to  oppressive  measures  of  the 
British  Ministry.  Again  appointed  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  in  1776,  he  resigned  on  his 
appointment  as  ambassador  to  France.  In 
1761  he  established  a weekly  post  between 
New  York  and  Boston,  leaving  these  places  on 
Thursdays,  meeting  in  Hartford  on  Saturdays, 
returning  to  the  place  of  starting  on  Wednes- 
days. j I 

On  August  30,  1776,  the  following  enact- 
ment passed  the  Continental  Congress  : 

“ Resolved , that  the  communication  of  in- 
telligence with  frequency  and  dispatch  from 
one  part  to  another  of  this  extensive  continent 
is  essentially  requisite  to  its  safety ; that  there- 
fore there  be  employed  on  the  several  post  J 
roads  a rider  for  every  twlenty-five  or  thirty 
miles,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  proceed  j 
through  his  stage  three  times  in  every  week, 
setting  out  immediately  on  receipt  of  the  mail, 
and  traveling  with  the  same  by  night  and  by 
day  without  stopping  until  he  shall  have  deliv- 
ered it  to  the  next  rider.” 

The  Colonial  records  furnish  information 
of  regular  means  of  communication  by  the  lay- 
out of  roads  between  Hartford  and  New  Ha-  j 
ven  as  early  as  1 7 1 7,  towns  being  ordered  from  f 
time  to  time  to  lay  out,  repair  and  make  them 
fit  for  travel.  The  present  old  road,  so-called, 
running  past  the  house  of  Samuel  Hart,  Sr., 
was  opened  previous  to  its  occupancy  in 
1759.  In  the  diary  of  President  Mianning  he 
refers  to  a trip  from  New  Haven  to'  Durham 
September  29,  1779,  from,  Paug,  N'orthford, 
“excellent  land  and  husbandry  and  buildings 
uncommonly  elegant.”  This  was  over  the 
before-mentioned  road.  In  1767  selectmen  in  , 
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various  towns  were  ordered  to  set  up  mile- 
stones on  all  the  post  roads,  showing  the  dis- 
tance fromi  country  towns. 

In  those  days  traveling  from  New  York  to 
Boston  was  by  a clumsy  stage,  making  about 
fifty  miles  a day,  so  that  by  rising  at  three 
or  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  traveling 
well  into  the  night,  one  was  able  to  reach  Bos- 
ton in  six  days.  The  mails  were  carried  by 
postriders,  and  m|ost  of  the  travel  was  on  horse- 
back. The  new  era  in  transportation  agencies, 
turnpikes,  commenced  in  1797,  following  as 
a rule  the  old  highways.  Tollgates  were  es- 
tablished and  rates  of  toll  fixed.  The  exemp- 
tion clause  ran  as  follows  : 

“Persons  traveling  to  attend  public  wor- 
ship, funerals,  society,  town  or  freemen’s 
mjeetings,  and  persons  obliged  to  do  military 
duty  and  traveling  to  attend  trainings ; per- 
sons going  to  and  from'  gristmills ; and  per- 
sons living  within  one  mile  of  said  gates,  and 
not  passing  said  gates  more  than  one  mile  to 
attend  their  ordinary  farming  business,  shall 
not  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  said  toll.” 

The  Hartford,  New  Haven,  Durham  & 
Middletown  turnpike  was  incorporated  in 
1813,  and  completed  in  1814.  Edward  Everett 
gives  an  account  of  a stage  ride  from  Boston 
to  New’  York  in  two1  days,  with  a stop  of  one 
hour  at  'Hartford,  in  October,  1814. 

Durham  was  strict  to  enforce  the  laws, 
holding  office  being  considered  a duty.  A 
man  elected  to  office  paid  a fine  unless  he  per- 
formed services,  and  no  emolument  was  at- 
tached to  town  offices.  Sunday  was  strictly 
observed,  and  travelers  on  the  Sabbath  were 
stopped  and  sometimes  fined.  The  whipping 
post  was  used  for  the  punishment  of  petty 
crimes.  Durham,  being  rather  isolated,  as- 
sumed a character  somewhat  of  its  own,  where 
existed  order,  civility1  and  the  essence  of  good 
breeding,  and  under  the  influence  of  the  three 
distinguished  clergymen  of  the  time,  Chauncey, 
Goodrich  and  Smith,  its  character  for  religion 
and  education  had  been  formed. 

Into1  this  condition  of  society  young  Hart 
was  born,  and  its  conditions  served  to  influence 
and  mould  his  career.  PI  is  early  taste  and 
ambition  was  to  secure  an  education.  He  had 
but  few  books,  and  the  advantages  of  public 
school  but  two  months  in  the  year,  a four- 
mjonths  district  school  alternating  two  months 
each  in  the  Southwest  and  West  school  dis- 
tricts. Bent  on  the  improvement  of  his  op- 


portunities, and  reaching  out  to  benefit  his 
fellowman,  we  find  recorded  in  his  diary,  June 
29,  1826,  “The  Writer’s  Wish:” 

“May  I be  enabled  while  writing  this  book 
to  have  my  mind  steadily  fixed  upon  liberty, 
virtue  and  religion,  and,  if  it  should  ever  come 
before  the  public,  may  it  be  read  with  atten- 
tion ; and  with  the  blessing  of  the  God  of  peace 
be  the  means  of  doing  some  good  in  the 
World.” 

Thus  handicapped,  and  being  obliged  to 
earn  as  much  as  possible  toward  the  support 
of  his  father’s  large  family,  he  faithfully  and 
zealously  engaged  in  the  wage  struggle,  seek- 
ing employment  among  the  farmers  who  need- 
ed service,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  we  find 
him  preparing  a Fourth  of  July  oration,  as  he 
weeded  onions  in  the  fields  of- Jonathan  Fow- 
ler, in  White  Hollow,  Northford,  then  part  of 
Guilfdrd.  This  oration,  which  majrked  his 
first  public  debut,  was  delivered  in  Northford 
July  4,  1826. 

Being  interested  in  education  and  young 
people  Mr.  Hart  prepared  himself,  as  'best  he 
could,  to  teach  school.  His  first  school  was 
in  Higganum,  in  the  Candlewood  Pfill  Dis- 
trict, wlhere  he  taught  five  months  at  fifteen 
dollars  per  month,  and  boarded  around.  We 
have  this  statement  from  a man  who  attended 
his  school,  and  who'  is  now  eighty-six  years 
old  : “I,  Jesse  Spencer,  of  Higganum,  remem- 
ber going  to  school  to>  Mr.  Hart  in  1826.  The 
school  house  was  fifty  or  sixty  years  old  and 
unfit  then.  It  has  since  been  sold  at  auction, 
removed,  and  not  a vestige  of  it  remains.  I 
was  ten  years  old.  Everyone  liked  him.  He 
was  very  popular  with  every  family  in  the 
district.  There  were  about  fifty  scholars  in 
the  school.  He  was  a good  teacher,  and  a 
good  man,  opened  school  with  prayer,  an  ex- 
ception by  teachers  while  I attended  school. 
I think  I ami  the  only  person  living  who  at- 
tended his  school,  and  my  recollections  of  that 
school  term  are  among  the  most  pleasant 
memories  of  the  past.  At  the  close  of  the 
termi  he  delivered  a public  address  to  the  par- 
ents and  scholars.” 

The  winter  of  1827-28  Mr.  Hart  taught 
school  in  North  Madison,  where  Joseph  Jones 
was  school  committeeman.  While  teaching 
this  school  he  formled  the  acquaintance  of  Mr. 
Jones’  daughter,  whom  he  afterward  married. 
It  is  narrated  that  during  this  term  of  school 
the  gossip  of  the  district  turned  upon  the  fre- 
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quent  calls  of  the  schoolmaster  on  the  Com- 
mlitteeman,  and  wished  he  would  be  more 
prompt  in  his  payments,  that  he  might  not 
have  to  call  so  frequently  for  his  wages.  The 
most  fruitful  result  of  that  school  term,  bear- 
ing upon  the  future,  was  his  marriage,  June 
23,  1828,  to  Sally  Mjaria  Jones,  of  North  Madi- 
son, daughter  of  Joseph  Jones  and  Lucy  Aus- 
tin. 

The  old  road  by  the  Hart  home  was  aban- 
doned as  a thoroughfare  on  the  completion 
of  the  new  turnpike,  about  1820.  Its  opening 
through  the  Hart  farm)  made  eligible  a beauti- 
ful building  site,  which  William)  A.  received 
as  a gift  from  his  father;  it  was  a part  of 
the  Colonial  grant  to  Joseph  Eliot,  and  of  the 
undivided  estate  left  by  Samuel  Hart,  Sr.,  to 
his  three  sons,  Dhniel,  Samuel,  Jr.,  and  John 
Hart,  on  which  Mr.  Hart  built  the  future  home 
of  his  large  family,  in  whose  possession  it  still 
remains.  This  deed  wlas  recorded  in  the  town 
clerk's  office  in  Durham,  by  Worthington  G. 
Ch'auncey,  town  clerk.  May  7,  1827,  and  is 
the  only  transfer  by  deed  from  the  original 
land  grant  made  to  Joseph  Eliot  by  the  Colon- 
ial Legislature  in  1668,  a period  of  159  years. 
On  this  beautiful  site  his  first  act  was  to  plant 
the  majestic  row  of  maples  which  are  today  the 
pride  and  joy  of  a century  past,  beneath  whose 
shades  the  childhood  days  of  many  happy  lives 
are  woven  into  the  bright  memories  which 
cluster  around  the  old  home  of  today.  There 
he  built  the  red  house  still  standing,  and  es- 
tablished the  new  home,  bringing  his  young 
bride  of  twenty  summers  in  the  month  of 
“June,  the  mionth  of  roses,”  to  this  charming 
valley,  when  nature  in  her  fullness  had  decked 
it  in  her  carpet  of  green  and  decorated  it 
in  glowing  colors,  with  the  daisy,  clover,  but- 
tercup and  lily  covering  the  hills  and  wooded 
slopes,  bright  with  foliage  and  dark  with  ever- 
greens. 

Flowery  June, 

When  brooks  send  up  a cheerful  tune, 

And  groves  a joyous  sound. 

i Mr.  Hart  was  married  June  23,  1828,  to- 
Sally  Miaria  Jones,  of  North  Mladison,  eldest 
daughter  of  Joseph  Jones  and  his  wife,  Lucy 
Austin,  in  the  rural  home  where  he  formed 
her  acquaintance  when  teaching  the  district 
school.  He  and  his  young  bride  came  to  the 
home  of  his  father,  where  they  resided  until 
1832.  Wje  append  a poem  written  by  himself, 


and  dedicated  to  his  young  wife  on  their  wed- 
ding day. 

An  Acrostic. 

Sweet  charmer  of  my  youthful  days, 

Amiable,  and  lovely,  in  all  thy  ways, 

Like  the  fair  rose’s  blooming  grace, 

Love  sits  smiling  in  this  face, 

Young,  lovely,  innocent,  and  gay, 

Miore  beautiful  than  the  flowers  of  May, 

A bright  and  lovely  gem. 

Radiant  as  fair  virtue's  diadem, 

Inspired  with  Christian  love, 

Aspiring  to  the  joys  of  worlds  above, 

Hope  sits  smiling  in  this  face, 

A heart  adorned  with  innocence  and  grace, 
Rising  as  a blessing  to  thy  friend 
Till  death  shall  our  union  rend. 

His  house  complete,  starting  life  without 
means,  but  with  a strong  mind,  good  physique, 
and  in  the  strength  of  his  young  manhood; 
imbued  with  the  Puritan  principles  of  the  eld- 
er Stephen,  whose  memory  he  loved,  and  the 
patriotic  devotion  of  his  grandfather,  Samuel ; 
taught  at  his  mother’s  knee  to’  love  God  and 
his  neighbor  as  himself,  and  the  motto  of 
her  life,  to  so  live  as  to'  never  fear  the  face  of 
man,  he  was  well  equipped  for  a life  of  use- 
fulness, and  thus  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
Christian  home.  Teaching  these  guiding  prin- 
ciples of  his  life,  by  his  own  example  of  honest 
industry,  zealous  action  and  Christian  living, 
his  influence  was  felt  in  the  community,  in  the 
church,  school  and  home.  There  his  family- 
of  nine  children  were  born,  and  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  all  reaching  maturity  and 
passing  out  into  the  active  spheres  of  life. 
There  father  and  mother  spent  their  lives  in 
happiness,  serving  beyond  the  allotted  time  of 
threescore  and  ten  years,  and  their  last  looks 
on  Nature  were  out  on  this  beautiful  valley 
of  their  love's  young  dream. 

At  this  period  (1830)  the  population  of 
the  State  was  297,711,  of  Durham:  1,116,  of 
New  Haven  10,180,  and  of  Middletown  6,892. 
N]o  railroads  spanning  the  country,  the  farms 
furnished  subsistence  for  the  populous  centers. 
As  the  eldest  son  in  his  home  life,  it  had  been 
Mjr.  Hart's  duty  to-  market  the  farm  products 
and  purchase  the  family  supplies.  Having  an 
established  reputation,  lie  commenced  the  pur- 
chase of  farm  products,  butter,  eggs,  chickens, 
etc.,  also  calves,  lambs,  and  beef  cattle,  which 
he  slaughtered,  making  regular  trips  weekly  to 
the  before-mentioned  cities  and  with  the  grow- 
ing demand  for  exchange  in  these  products, 
for  groceries  and  manufactured  goods,  he  es- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


461 


tablished  a country  store  which  he  carried  on 
in  addition  to  the  home  place.  He  followed 
those  lines  of  traffic  during  his  business  life 
without  financial  success,  because  he  trusted 
his  fellowman  to  always  act  upon  the  princi- 
ple of  the  Golden  Rule — his  own  business 
maxim. 

Not  realizing  his  own  early  ambitions  for 
an  education,  Mr.  Hart  directed  his  efforts  to- 
ward securing  the  best  school  advantages  for 
his  own  district  and  town.  He  often  filled  the 
various  positions  connected  therewith,  always 
striving  to  raise  the  standard  by  procuring  the 
most  efficient  teachers,  introducing  improved 
methods  of  interesting  the  children,  and 
lengthening  the  school  terms.  He  taught 
school  a number  of  winters  after  he  married. 
We  have  a record  of  his  teaching  in  the  Beach 
Corner  District,  Branford,  in  1832,  also  in  the 
West  District,  North  Haven,  and  after  that 
one  or  twp  terms  in  the  Union  School  District, 
Southwest  side  of  Durham.  In  this  connec- 
tion it  is  interesting  tO'  review  the  school  his- 
tory of  the  district,  and  his  connection  there- 
with. 

In  1737  a school  was  established  on  the 
west  side  of  Coginchaug  swamp.  We  find 
among  town  records  payment  to  Caleb  Fowler 
in  1766,  for  keeping  west  side  school,  £5,  5s., 
8d.  The  first  record  of  the  dividing  of  the 
town  into  school  districts  was  approved  by  a 
meeting  of  the  School  Society,  December  18, 


1820.  There  were  five  districts: 

North  No:  of  children  between  4 and  16  67 

Quarry  “ “ 64 

Center  “ “ 62 

South  “ “ 61 

West  Side  “ “ 70 


Wedworth  Wadsworth,  John  Swatterell, 
Jesse  Atwell,  Richard  Robinson,  Timothy  El- 
liott, committee  to  designate  lines  for  the  dis- 
tricts. At  a meeting  held  October  28,  1822,  it 
was  voted  : “That  the  South  West  School  Dis- 
trict be  divided  into  two  School  Districts  by 
a line  beginning  at  the  East  River  on  the  cause- 
way and  running  Westerly  to  a point  20  rods 
South  of  the  house  where  Frank  Stanton  now 
lives,  thence  a direct  course  to  the  North  end 
of  Pistapaug  Pond.” 

Report  of  Committee:  “We  the  Subscrib- 
ers being  appointed  a Committee  by  the  School 
Society  of  Durham  to  designate  a place  for  the 
Middle  West  Side  District  to  erect  a school 
house  and  decide  upon  a spot  it  should  be  built 


“Therefore  we  agreeable  to  notice  met  and 
examined  the  particular  places  of  said  District 
and  have  taken  into  view  the  situation  of  said 
District  and  being  of  the  opinion  that  a union 
with  the  South  West  side  School  District  would 
prove  beneficial  to  both  Districts  and  consid- 
ering that  such  a union  was  contemplated  at 
the  time  the  division  was  made  and  is  still 
anticipated  by  a major  part  of  both  Districts 
taking  this  with  other  considerations  into  view 
we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  place  where  the 
old  School  House  stood  and  has  this  day  been 
removed  fromi  is  the  proper  place  for  the  new 
house  to  be  built.  We  would  therefore  direct 
the  new  house  to  be  built  on  or  near  where  the- 
old  one  stood. 

“Dated  at  Durham  on  the  8th  day  of  April, 
A.  D.  1823.  Daniel  Bates,  Luther  Hall,  Will- 
iam Lyman,  Committee.” 

A school  house  had  been  built  on  the  lot 
between  Timothy  Elliott  and  Elah  Camp,  and 
four  months  of  school  maintained  for  many 
years,  jointly  with  the  West  District,  two 
months  in  each  district  prior  to  the  action  of 
the  School  Society  on  December  18,  1820. 

In  this  school  house,  thus  located,  the  Hart 
boys  of  two  generations  received  their  edu- 
cation. To1  better  accommodate  the  scattered 
families  of  the  district,  it  was  moved  south  be- 
tween the  Thomjas  Cabin  and  Nlathan  Camp 
houses,  on  the  east  side  of  the  main  road  near 
its  junction  with  Poke  Lane,  and  there,  for 
several  years  more  the  join  occupation  con- 
tinued. In  this  school  house,  thus  located, 
Williami  A.  Hart  taught  several  winter’s:  Ran- 
som Front  and  Npncy  Parmalee,  now  (1902) 
living,  bear  witness,  having  been  pupils  of  his 
school.  This  school  house  was  burned  just 
prior  to  1838,  taking  fire  from  an  ash  barrel 
which  stood  in  the  entry.  David  N.  Camp 
says  : “I  was  attending  school  at  the  time. 

The  fire  alarm  was  given  early  in  the  evening. 
The  neighbors,  both  men  and  women,  quickly 
rallied,  brought  water  in  buckets,  and  supposed 
they  had  extinguished  it,  going  home  about 
nine  o’clock.  Mv  mother,  Mrs.  Elah  Camp, 
went  into  the  school  house  after  the  fire  and 
took  her  children's  books  home.  The  men 
laughed  at  her,  told  her  the  fire  was  out.  and 
there  would  be  school  again  in  a few  days. 
Atnother  alarm,  was  sounded  at  two  o’clock 
a.  m.,  and  all  the  books  and  furniture  were 
burned.” 

I he  school  house  was  a frame  building. 
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warmed  by  a fireplace,  smoked  badly  and  was 
very  cold  and  uncomfortable  in  winter.  It  was 
burned  probably  during  tbe  winter  of  1837-38. 
Enos  Sl  Camp  kindly  opened  his  doors  to  tbe 
District,  and  the  school  was  continued  in  his 
house  until  a new;  building  was  provided. 

After  tbe  destruction  of  the  school  house 
by  fire,  January  29,  1838,  the  School  Society 
of  Durham!  ordered  the  division  of  the  West 
Side  District,  established  in  1820,  into  twp, 
called  the  Middle  West  Side,  and  the  South 
West  Side  Districts,  by  the  following  de- 
scribed line : 

Commencing  at  the  Coginchaug  river,  on 
the  New  Haven  turnpike,  thence  westerly  to 
a point  twenty  rods  south  of  the  house  occu- 
pied by  Samuel  Stevens,  thence  westerly  to  a 
point  ten  rods  south  of  Timlothy  Goes  house, 
thence  westerly  to'  a point  ten  rods  south  of 
the  house  now1  occupied  by  Horace  Lucas, 
thence  in  a due  west  direction  to  Wallingford. 

At  the  samle  meeting  Jeremiah  B.  Bailey 
was  appointed  district  committee  of  the  Middle 
West  and  Lucius  Foot  of  the  South  West 
District. 

The  Connecticut  School  Fund  was  created 
by  act  of  the  Legislature  in  1795.  This  fund 
was  the  proceeds  from,  the  Connecticut  land, 
known  as  the  “Western  Reserve,”  in  Ohio,  the 
total  amount  being  $1,200,000,  tbe  interest  of 
which  was  to  be  appropriated  to  the  support 
of  schools  in  the  State;  and  until  1820  divided 
among  school  societies,  determined  by  their 
respective  lists  of  polls  and  ratable  estates,  the 
wealthier  societies  receiving  the  greater  propor- 
tion. After  this  time,  under  a new  act,  the 
basis  of  distribution  was  among  all  the  chil- 
dren of  the  State,  between  four  and  sixteen 
years  of  age,  in  their  respective  school  dis- 
tricts, and  this  just  rule  has  since  been  fol- 
lowed. The  distribution  in  1826  was  eighty- 
rive  cents  for  each  enumerated  child,  and  at 
the  time  of  the  building  of  the  new  school 
house,  in  1838,  it  was  $1.20  each.  This  edu- 
cational fund,  which  gave  the  South  West 
School  District  from  $50  to  $70  per  annum,  an 
amount  nearly  sufficient  to  defray  the  expense 
of  a four-months  school,  created  new!  interest 
in  the  comlmon  school  and  education  generally. 

Mr.  Hart  had  commenced  life  a,  teacher, 
and  had  led  the  community  in  the  advanced 
movements  of  giving-  the  rising  generation  a 
good  common-school  education,  and  of  not  con- 
fining itself  to  the  expenditure  of  the  public 


money,  but  to  maintain  a four  or  five  months  ■ 
winter  school,  and  at  least  three  months  in  the  1 
summer,  taxing  the  property  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  same.  The  South  West  School 
District,  so  recently  divided  and  made  inde-  1 
pendent,  being  without  a school  building  we 
find  him  foremost  in  securing  a new  one,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  records  of  the  clerk  of  the 
school  district. 

“Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  legal  voters 
of  the  South  West  School  District,  that  there 
will  be  a school  district  meeting  at  the  house  f 
of  Lucius  Foot,  situated  in  said  district,  on  ' 
mondy  the  19th  of  Feb.  1838  at  six  o’clock 
p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  a Clerk 
and  Treasurer  for  the  above  named  district, 
also  to  take  into  consideration  the  necessity  of 
building  a school  house  for  said  district  and 
of  obtaining  a location  for  said  school  house, 
also  if  necessary  to  lay  a tax  for  the  purpose 
of  building  said  school  house,  and  of  purchas-  ; 
ing  suitable  ground  on  which  to  erect  said  j 
school  house  and  furthermore  to  designate  and  j 
determine  upon  a place  at  which  notification  for  j 
school  district  meetings  shall  be  set  up. 

“Lucius  Foot,  Sichool  District  Committee." 
Durham,  Feb.  14,  1838. 

The  meeting  above  referred  to  was  held, 
pursuant  to>  notice,  and  William  Augustus  r 
Hart  was  elected  district  clerk,  and  Elah  Camp  j 
treasurer.  It  was  voted  that  the  maple  j 

tree  on  the  road  just  south  of  Elah  Camp’s  } , 

house  be  used  as  a sign-post  where  warnings  j 
shall  be  put  up  for  school  district  meetings.  j 
Also,  to  build  a school  house  sixteen  by  twenty 
feet  for  the  use  of  the  South  West  School 
District ; that  said  house  be  located  at  or  within 
twelve  rods  of  Poke  Lane,  so-called;  and  that 
William  A.  Hart,  Lucius  Foot  and  Mferrick  j 
R.  Coe  be  a committee  to  secure  subscriptions 
of  money  and  labor  and  material,  and  draft 
a plan  for  the  same,  and  report  to  an  adjourned  i 
meeting,  February  22,  1838,  at  6 p.  m.,  at  the  j 
house  of  W.  R.  Coe.  Adjourned  February  19, 

1838, 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  it  was  voted  that 
Lucius  Foot,  Elah  Camp  and  Edwin  T.  Coe 
be  appointed  a committee  to-  superintend  the 
building  of  tbe  school  house,  and  said  com- 
mittee was  empowered  to  take  a deed,  or  lease, 
of  Eno-s  S'.  Camjpi,  of  the  land  on  which  to 
erect  the  school  house.  Adjourned  to  the  8th 
of  March,  at  six  o’clock  p.  m.,  to  the  house  . 
of  Augustus  Howd.  There  being  no  meet- 
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ing,  a call  was  made  for  a meeting  at  the  house 
of  Lucius  Foot,  at  seven  o’clock  p.  mv  April 
13,  i838- 

Pursuant  to  notice  a meeting  was  held  at 
which  it  was  voted  that  an  adjournment  be 
made  to  five  o’clock  a.  m.,  April  14th,  (next 
mlorning),  at  the  west  end  of  Poke  Lane,  for 
the  purpose  of  locating  the  school  house.  At 
this  meeting  it  was  voted  to  pay  Enos  S.  Camp 
seven  dollars  for  a site  on  which  to  locate  the 
school  house,  said  location  'being  on  the  north 
side  of  Poke  Lane,  on  the  corner  at  the  inter- 
section of  said  lane  with  the  turnpike.  A dis- 
agreement arising  about  the  location  of  the 
school  house,  former  action  wias  reconsidered, 
wprk  Was  suspended  on  the  building,  and  at 
a meeting  held  September  24,  1838,  it  Was 
voted  to  sell  the  frame  at  public  auction,  Na 
than  S.  Camp  auctioneer,  and  that  the  mjoney 
be  refunded  to  the  contributors  pro  rata.  At 
the  sale  it  was  purchased  by  William  A.  Hart 
for  $17.50. 

The  school  house  was  built  during  the 
year,  under  the  name  of  the  Benevolent  Comi- 
pany,  by  subscription,  being  located  on  the  site 
purchased  from  Enos  S.  Camp,  and  rented  to 
the  school  district  for  one  year  for  one  cent, 
and  repairs.  The  school  district  voted  at  a 
meeting  held  January  16,  1839,  to  hire  a sum 
on  the  credit  of  the  district  to  furnish  the 
house  suitably  for  the  use  of  the  school.  It 
was  heated  with  an  open  Franklin  stove,  fur- 
nished with  desks  on  three  sides,  benches  in 
front,  and  two  low  benches  with  backs  on 
either  side,  a desk  and  a chair. 

The  vote  making  the  maple  tree  a sign- 
post was  rescinded  April  2,  1839,  and  future 
notices  ordered  placed  on  the  Benevolent  Com- 
pany school  house.  This  house  was  used  for 
school  purposes  until  October  1,  1878,  when 
it  was  sold  at  auction  for  $25  to>  Chester  H. 
Clark,  and  drawn  by  thirty-five  yoke  of  oxen 
to  his  farm  in  the  West  School  District,  where 
it  still  stands,  in  a good  state  of  preservation, 
used  for  a farm!  building.  There  were  among 
those  who  assisted  in  the  moving  some  who 
were  active  in  its  building,  and  others  to  whom 
it  was  their  Almia  Mater.  William  T.  1).  Coe 
took  charge  of  the  transfer,  assisted  by  Asa 
Fbwler,  Asahel  Nettleton,  Henry  Page,  Bela 
Davis,  James  I’hilev,  Luzerne  Elliott,  Ereder- 
| ick  L.  Elliott,  Samuel  W.  Loper  and  Frederick 
Farmialee.  A collation  of  loaf  cake  was  nfter- 
ward  served  by  the  ladies.  Beside  the  public 


road  from)  South  West  Side  to  Durham'  Cen- 
ter this  building  stands  today,  a pleasant  re- 
minder, to  the  few;  remaining  who  therein 
were  educated,  of  the  efforts  of  parent,  teach- 
er and  pupil  for  the  elevating  and  uplifting  of 
the  children  and  youth  of  the  South  West 
School  District,  among  which  none  were  more 
zealous  in  their  behalf  than  William  Augus- 
tus Hart. 

Still  sits  the  school  house  by  the  road, 

A ragged  beggar  sunning; 

Around  it  still  the  sumachs  grow 
And  blackberry  vines  are  running. 

Within,  the  Master’s  desk  is  seen, 

Deep-scarred  by  raps  official ; 

The  warping  floor,  the  battered  seats, 

The  jack-knife-carved  initial. 

Mr.  Hart’s  interest  in  the  schools  of  Dur- 
ham was  his  life  work,  as  his  appended  annual 
report  as  school  visitor,  made  October,  1868, 
wjill  attest,  as  follows : 

“Mir.  Moderator : 

“S10  little  is  thought  of  the  school  visitor's 
report  that  we  sometimes  think  the  people  if 
they  listen  to  the  reading  do  it  as  a matter  of 
favor  to  the  visitors  and  not  as  a subject  in 
Which  they  have  any  interest,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances we  shall  be  as  brief  as  the  import- 
ance of  the  object  will  allow. 

“There  has  been  divided  & paid  over  to 
the  Districts  for  the  use  of  Schools  in  the  Town 
the  past  year  Eight  Hundred  & Eleven  Dollars 
& Fifty  one  cts.  $740  62-100  from  the  Town 
& School  fund  & from  the  Town  deposit  fund 
$170  89-100.  The  number  of  scholars  re- 
turned is  two  hundred  & forty  five  making 
Three  Dollars  thirty  one  & a fraction  cents 
to  a scholar. 

“In  regard  to  the  state  of  the  schools  we 
would  say  of  the  winter  schools  that  in  the  Cen- 
ter District  we  were  being  much  disappointed 
in  the  character  of  the  teacher  & am  sorry  to 
sav  that  the  school  proved  almost  a failure  in 
the  North  District.  We  had  a very  well  quali- 
fied amiable  girl  as  teacher,  but  as  the  school 
had  for  a year  or  two  been  growing  unruly  she 
had  not  force  enough  to  put  the  large  boys 
through  the  course  of  sprouts  they  deserved 
and  as  nothing  can  be  done  without  order  but 
little  benefit  was  derived  from  the  school.  1 he 
other  schools  we  found  in  a fair  condition  ex- 
cept the  South,  which  although  they  returned 
25  scholars  have  had  no  school  a part  of 
their  scholars  have  attended  the  Center  School 
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& a part  nowhere.  Your  Committee  are  of 
opinion  that  a school  would  be  as  Profitable 
as  a certain  other  institution  near  by. 

1 “Of  the  Summer  Schools  your  Committee 
are  happy  to*  say  we  find  a decided  improve- 
ment both  in  studies  & discipline  although  the 
attendance  has  been  much  smaller.  Your  Com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  Comm'pn  Schools 
in  this  town  are  not  as  good  as  they  were  sev- 
eral years  ago  and  would  call  your  attention 
to  several  particulars  which  need  improve- 
ment. 

“One  great  fault  is  irregularity  of  attend- 
ance of  245  scholars  enumerated  we  find  the  av- 
erage attendance  but  105  less  than  one  half, 
mjany  that  pretend  to  attend  school  are  so  ir- 
regular in  their  attendance  that  they  derive  lit- 
tle benefit  themselves  derange  the  classes  and 
embarrass  the  teacher.  Whether  this  is  owing 
to  truancy  on  the  part  of  the  scholars,  or  self- 
ishness or  inattention  on  the  parents  it  is  a ser- 
ious evil  and  means  should  be  at  once  taken  to 
correct  it.  It  will  be  observed  that  by  a law 
of  the  last  Legislature  all  over  Fifty  Dollars 
of  the  m|oney  is  to  be  divided  on  the  attend- 
ance so  that  those  schools  which  are  most 
punctual  will  receive  the  most  money. 

“Another  fault  is  the  frequent  changes  of 
teachers  if  a teacher  understands  human  na- 
ture, and  all  teachers  should  or  they  are  not 
fit  to  teach,  it  takes  them  sometime  to  study 
the  character  of  their  pupils  so  as  to  know  what 
motive  will  best  rouse  them  to  action,  Longer 
still  to>  unlearn  them  the  errors  of  an  incompe- 
tent teacher  who  has  gone  before  by  this  time 
the  term!  is  half  expired  and  but  little  time  is 
left  to  bring  a system  to  perfection  the  term 
closes  then  com|es  a change  for  some  frivolous 
pretext  some  dislike  or  because  the  teacher 
wants  a fair  compensation  for  his  labours  he  is 
dismissed  a new  one  comes  and  the  farce  is 
played  over  again  how  much  better  would  it  be 
to  employ  a good  teacher  & keep  them  on  year 
after  year.  Is  not  that  the  way  Bankers  Mer- 
chants & others  do  business? 

“Another  evil  is  parents  seem  to-  take  so 
little  interest,  seldom  if  ever  visiting  the 
schools  usually  more  ready  to  look  after  their 
Horses  & Cattle  than  the  education  of  their 
children. 

“Ahother  evil  many  of  the  schools  as  now 
constituted  are  too  small  to<  be  of  interest  the 
best  scholars  are  taken  out  & sent  to  the  acade- 
my a cheap  teacher  hired  to  manage  the  rest, 


and  the  result  is  little  interest  with  either  schol- 
ars or  teacher. 

“Your  Committee  would  recommend  that 
as  the  Legislature  in  their  wisdom;  have  made  , 
the  schools  free  & we  think  very  wisely  too 
for  the  reason  the  property  is  benefited  by  hav- 
ing an  educated  community  & as  the  property 
receives  the  benefit  the  property  should  pay 
the  tax  who'  would  pay  any  more  for  a farm 
because  it  was  a long  distance  froml  the  church 
or  school  house,  and  as  the  Legislature  have 
passed  a law  giving  the  towns  the  power  to  , 
consolidate  the  Districts  and  as  the  Towns  are 
now;  to  raise  the  money  your  Committee  would 
recommend  the  Town  to  take  the  matter  into 
their  own  hands  appoint  without  distinction  ' 
of  party  a Committee  from  different  parts  of 
the  Town  who  are  most  interested  and  best  j 
qualified  to  perform  the  office,  as  far  as  possi-  1 
ble  reduce  to  a graded  school  system  estab- 
lish schools  when  and  where  they  are  most  ■ 
needed  for  the  accommodation  of  the  greatest  1 
nuamjber  do'  away  with  the  academy  in  its  place  ; 
have  a high  school  with  a teacher  competent  i 
to'  fit  scholars  for  college  the  counting  house 
or  any  other  business  department  have  the 
lower  departments  taught  by  regular  perma- 
nent teachers  who  shall  be  wiell  qualified  for 
their  post.  The  high  school  to'  be  accessible  f 
to  all  as  soon  as  they  have  arrived  at  a sufficient  * 
state  of  scholarship  of  which  an  examination  j 
should  be  necessary.  The  school  to'  be  a part  1 
of  the  common  school  system1  & be  supported  | 
by  the  public  money. 

“Many  other  suggestions  might  be  added  ! 
but  wjhen  these  are  acted  upon  & the  public 
sufficiently  aroused  to;  the  importance  of  our 
common  schools  from  whence  come  those  fer-  | 
tilizing  streams  which  tend  to  promote  our  j 
Liberty  & happiness  as  a free  people  Then  will 
a more  intelligent  Committee  add  further  & 
more  important  suggestions  all  of  which  is  ( 
“Respectfully  submitted, 

“Wm.  A.  Hart, 

“J.  W.  Sessions.” 

M r.  Hart  long  served  the  town  as  a school 
visitor,  having  a wide  acquaintance  among  the 
promment  teachers  and  educators  of  his  time. 
He  was  elected  a school  visitor  in  1842,  and 
continued  to  act  in  that  capacity  during  most 
of  the  years  of  his  active  life,  serving  continu- 
ously fronn  1863  to  1878. 

Next  to  his  home  the  church  stood  para-  , 
mount.  On  January  6,  1833,  Mr.  Hart  and 
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his  wife  united,  on  profession  of  faith,  with 
the  Church  of  Christ  in  Durham,  Rev.  Henry 
Gleason,  pastor;  Seth  Seward,  Samuel  New- 
ton and  Abner  Newton,  deacons.  They  wor- 
shiped in  the  old  church  of  their  fathers,  the 
corner  stone  of  which  was  laid  in  1735-  Tlie 
sounding  board  and  hour  glass,  small  boys 
steated  on  the  pulpit  stairs,  the  deacons’  seat 
under  the  pulpit,  facing  the  congregation, 
square  box  pews,  one  seat  with  back  to  the 
pulpit,  were  familiar  objects  to  them; 

The  corner  stone  for  the  new  church,  the 
third  in  the  history  of  the  town,  was  laid  July 
17 > 1835,  on  the  site  of  the  present  Town  Hall. 
Its  size  was  60  feet  by  40.  The  address  was 
made  by  Rev.  David  Smith,  D.  D. 

The  Hart  pew  was  seldom  empty  on  Sun- 
day, and  as  the  family  increased  the  old  one- 
horse  wagon  was  not  able  to  provide  room 
for  all,  the  older  boys  making  the  four  miles 
on  foot.  By  vote  of  the  town,  December  5, 
1718,  it  was  decided  that  all  persons  being 
inhabitants  of  the  town  may  have  “libertie” 
to  build  stables  for  horses  on  the  meeting 
house  green,  under  direction  of  the  select- 
men. Here  the  Hart  family  team,,  under  the 
historic  horse  shed,  found  shelter  on  Sundays 
for  half  a century,  and  thither  the  men  and 
boys  went  after  the  morning  service  and  Sun- 
day-School to  eat  their  lunch,  perchance  review 
the  teaching  of  the  morning,  more  often  in- 
dulging in  gossip  of  the  day,  the  prospects  of 
the  season  and  the  politics  of  the  country. 
At  1 130  p.  m.  the  bell  summoned  all  again 
to  the  church,  another  sermon  and  service  of 
an  hour  and  a half,  and  they  arrived  home 
about  four  o’clock,  following  with  an  hour’s 
evening  prayer-meeting  in  the  school  house  at 
7:30  p.  m.  Sunday  was  the  most  active  day 
of  the  week,  and  the  Sunday-school  and  prayer- 
meetings  found  Mr.  Hart  among  their  mjost 
active  workers  and  participants.  Later  in  life 
the  writer  has  often  seen  him  taking  long 
walks  alone,  with  his  lantern,  across  the  moun- 
tains and  fields  to  attend  prayer-meetings  at 
the  house  of  some  invalid  church  member  un- 
able to  attend  service.  As  a speaker  he  was 
clear,  concise,  forcible,  and  his  Bible  stories 
and  applications  of  truth  were  full  of  interest. 
In  prayer  he  was  earnest,  devout  and  uplift- 
ing, full  of  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  lie 
was  an  ardent  supporter  of  MV.  Gleason,  dur- 
ing whose  ministry,  seven  years,  136  united 
with  the  church;  Mr.  Gleason  died  at  his  post 
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of  duty,  beloved  by  all  his  people.  Until  April 
28,  1841,  there  was  no  settled  minister,  when 
Rev.  Charles  Lewis  Mills  was  installed;  he 
w|as  dismissed  in  September,  1845.  1844 

Wolcott  P.  Stone  was  elected  deacon,  and  in 
1846  Gaylord  Newton. 

This  new  church  edifice  was  destroyed  by 
fire  November  28,  1844,  Thanksgiving  Day. 
A service  had  been  held  in  the  church  at  1 1 
A.  m.,  as  was  the  custom,  and  while  seated 
at  Thanksgiving  dinner  in  the  old  home,  about 
3 p.  M.,  the  writer  remembers  they  were  noti- 
fied the  church  was  in  ashes.  The  society  voted, 
to  rebuild  on  the  old  site.  Contracts  were 
made  for  the  building  of  a new  church  edifice, 
mlpney  was  subscribed,  timber  from  the  farms 
in  all  parts  of  the  town  furnished,  a day  for  the 
raising  appointed,  the  ladies  had  raising  cake 
prepared,  tables  to  be  set  under  the  trees  on 
the  green,  the  sills  were  laid  on  the  old  founda- 
tions, and  securely  pinned,  when,  the  afternoon 
before  the  event,  a meeting  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Society  was  called  and  voted  that  the  frame  be 
moved  to  the  north  part  of  the  town,  as  per 
copy  of  the  existing  record,  viz. : 

Special  Societies  Meeting,  Oct.  17,  1846. 

Dea.  Samuel  Newton,  Moderator. 

Whereas  a certain  agreement  was  entered  into  on 
the  12th  day  of  inst.  Oct.,  A.  D.  1846,  by  certain  indi- 
viduals, members  of  the  First  Ecclesiastical  Society  of 
Durham,  as  a basis  of  settlement  of  the  difficulties  which 
exist  among  them  and  which  is  as  follows : 

'For  the  purpose  of  healing  the  difficulties  at  pres- 
ent existing  in  the  Congregational  Society  in  Durham,, 
those  North  would  propose  to  those  South  of  the  bridge, 
that  on  receiving  the  insurance  money,  and  availing 
themselves  of  the  stone  foundation  and  any^other  ma- 
terials and  furniture  that  may  remain  of  the  late  church, 
to  build  a church  for  the  society  on  the  land  of  Mr. 
Dennis  Camp,  commonly  called  the  Bates  place,  tak- 
ing the  contract  of  Isaac  Hull  for  the  church  previously 
entered  into  by  those  south  of  the  bridge,  saving  them 
harmless  from  the  same,  also  the  expenses  incurred  in 
repairing  the  foundation  ; 

It  is  proposed  in  addition  to  the  above  that  the 
North  will  pay  to  those  now  living  in  Durham  south 
of  the  bridge  the  full  amount  which  each  and  every  of 
them  paid  for  the  old  church  recently  burned  down  on 
demand,  provided  the  same  is  called  for  within  one 
year  from  date. 

Dated  at  Durham  the  12th  day  of  Oct.,  1846. 

W.  P.  Stone,  Tim  D.  Camp,  Sherman  I.  Stone. 
Sami  G.  Stevens,  John  Parmelee,  Horace  Parmelee, 
Augustus  Howd.  Alfred  Camp,  Miles  Merwin,  Jr., 
Sami.  Newton,  Gaylord  Newton,  Flab  Camp,  Eli  S. 
Camp.  Abram  Camp.  Merrick  R.  Cue,  Wm.  11  Malt- 
by,  Dennis  Camp,  I.  P.  Camp,  Win.  Southmayd,  Par- 
sons Coe,  Noah  Merwin,  Sami.  Parsons.  Horace  Howd, 
Joel  Ives,  F.  T.  Elliott,  Sami  Hart.  Hnc>s  S.  Camp, 
Asaliel  Harvey,  Miles  Merwin.  Daniel  Bates,  Pits.  Par- 
melee,  Isaac  Parmalee,  W G.  Chauncey. 
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To  Miles  Merwin,  Jr.,  and  Others: 

The  undersigned  hereby  agree  to  accept  of  the  proposal 
made  by  you  in  regard  to  building  a church  on  the  land 
of  Mr.  Dennis  Camp,  and  paying  the  money  that  was 
paid  for  the  church  that  was  consumed  by  fire,  to  those 
now  living  south  of  the  bridge. 

Durham,  Oct.  12th,  1846. 

Signed : 

Isaac  Parmelee, 

W.  P.  Stone, 
Augustus  Howd, 
Alfred  Camp, 

W.  G.  Chauncey. 

Now,  Therefore,  to  carry  the  same  into  effect,  it 
is  Voted : That  the  treasurer  of  this  Society  be  directed 
to  pay  to  those  individuals  now  residing  in  Durham 
south  of  the  Mill  bridge,  so  called,  from  the  insurance 
money,  the  several  sums  they  respectively  paid  for 
building  the  church  recently  burned  down,  and  that 
all  votes  in  relation  to  locating  or  building  a church 
meeting-house  or  house  of  public  worship  for  the  First 
Ecclesiastical  Society  of  said  Durham  and  any  meas- 
ures consequent  thereon  passed  by  this  society  since 
the  burning  of  the  church  in  Nov.,  1844,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  rescinded  and  annulled;  and  that  all  the 
powers  conferred  upon  any  committee  or  committees 
by  such  votes  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  revoked,  and 
this  society  do  now  locate  and  build  said  church  meet- 
ing-house or  house  of  public  worship  on  the  Main 
Street  in  sd.  Durham,  on  the  land  of  Mr.  Dennis 
Camp  commonly  known  as  the  Guernsey  Bates  place 
and  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  same  into  effect, 
that  Miles  Merwin.  Jr.,  Sami.  Parsons,  Alfred  Camp, 
Parsons  Coe,  Isaac  Parmalee,  Sami.  Newton  and  Phs. 
Parmelee  be  a building  committee  to  cause  sd.  build- 
ing te  be  erected  under  the  provisions  of  the  agree- 
.ment  alluded  to  in  the  preamble  to  this  vote. 

Passed : 37  for,  13  against. 

Resignation  of  the  office  of  treasurer  by  W.  G. 
Chauncey  accepted  and  Dennis  Camp  appointed  treas- 
urer. 

Voted : That  any  vote  or  votes  which  may  at  any 

time  heretofore  have  been  passed  bv  this  society  direct- 
ing the  Societies  Committee  to  take  measures  to  re- 
cover from  Dennis  Camp  the  monies,  securities,  papers 
and  property  of  this  society  and  place  them  in  the 
hands  of  W.  G.  Chauncey  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
.rescinded  and  annulled. 

Voted : To  dismiss. 

W.  P.  Stone,  Clk. 

The  above  mentioned  church  was  dedicated 
in  June,  1847.  This  act  of  the  First  Ecclesi- 
astical Society  divided  the  town,  and  was  con- 
sidered by  one  portion  of  the  people,  a desecra- 
tion of  the  acts  of  the  fathers  who,  in  1707, 
bv  a vote  of  the  town,  set  apart  this  site  for 
a place  of  worship,  and,  as  such,  had  main- 
tained it  for  150  years.  It  was  looked  upon  by 
many  as  so  gross  a violation  of  the  long  estab- 
lished custom  of  the  people,  so  great  an  in- 
fringement upon  the  rights  of  the  church  mem- 
bers and  families  in  the  southern  portion  of  the 
town,  that  a movement  was  soon  inaugurated 
to  form  another  church  and  society.  After 


the  burning  of  the  church,  services  were  held 
for  three  years  in  the  upper  room  of  the  acade- 
my on  the  green,  which  room1  is  now  used  for 
a public  library.  The  mother  church,  which 
had  moved  from  the  ancient  home-site,  refused 
letters  to  seventy-two  of  its  members  in  good 
and  regular  standing,  who  desired  to  form  a 
new  church  and  society,  in  which  event  the 
Consociation  of  the  eastern  district  of  New 
Haven  county  was  petitioned,  and  the  petition- 
ers met  May  2,  1847,  at  which  meeting  Will- 
iam A.  Hart  acted  as  chairmlan,  W.  P.  Stone 
as  clerk ; articles  of  faith  and  covenant  were 
adopted,  to  be  further  presented  to  the  Conso- 
ciation by  a committee  appointed  by  that  or- 
ganization. It  was  voted  to  observe  Tuesdav, 
May  4th,  as  a day  of  special  fasting  and  prayer, 
and  to  hold  public  service  at  10  a.  m.,  seeking 
the  blessing  of  God  on  the  great  enterprise 
in  which  they  were  engaged.  At  this  meet- 
ing the  report  of  the  committee  of  the . Con- 
sociation was  received  through  its  chairman, 
Rev.  Burdet  Hart,  who  reported  that  the  pe- 
tition for  letters  was  not  granted,  but  that  the 
clerk  of  the  church  certified  to'  the  regular 
standing  of  the  applicants,  and  authority  was 
granted  to-  form  the  South  Congregational 
Church  in  Durham.  Sixty-two  brethren 
and  sisters  were  present,  and  after  religious 
services  were  held  the  church  was  organized. 
W.  P.  Stone  wras  chosen  clerk. 

On  October  10,  1847,  South  Congrega- 
tional Ecclesiastical  Society  wrias  formed,  nine- 
teen members  associating  themselves  together, 
for  united  action  in  supporting  the  Gospel 
ministry,  as  follows : Worthington  G.  Chaun- 
cey, Joseph  Tuttle,  Enos  S.  Camp,  Augustus 
Howd,  John  S.  Camp,  Isaac  Parmelee,  Will- 
iam A.  Hart,  Elias  B.  M'eigs,  Abram  Camp, 
Nathan  S.  Camp,  Fhineas  Meigs,  Knowles 
Stevens,  William  W.  Chittenden,  W.  P.  Stone, 
Frederick  T.  Elliott,  Joel  Ives,  John  Parmalee, 
Selden  Hall,  William:  Wadsworth. 

William  A.  Hart  and  Phineas  M'eigs  were 
appointed  a committee  to  supply  the  pulpit. 
On  September  14,  1847,  a costly  silver  flagon 
for  the  communion  service  was  presented  the 
church  by  E.  Goodrich  Smith,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  with  the  condition  that  “should  the 
church  at  any  future  period  remove  from  the 
spot  where  for  more  than  a century  our  fathers 
have  worshiped,  or  depart  from  their  faith  and 
doctrines,  it  shall  revert  to  the  donor  or 
heirs."  The  communion  set  was  made  com- 
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plete  'by  a gift  of  six  silver  goblets  and  two 
plates  and  a baptismal  basin,  by  Elizur  Good- 
rich, of  Hartford. 

On  November  6,  1847,  a committee  con- 
sisting of  W.  P.  Stone,  William  A.  Hart  and 
Augustus  Howd,  the  same  being  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  church,  were  authorized  to 
call  Rev.  James  R.  M'ershon  to  become  the 
pastor  of  the  church,  and  he  accepted,  at  a sal- 
ary of  $450  per  annum.  His  pastorate  ter- 
minated on  April  1,  1850,  on  account  of  failing 
health. 

The  new  church  building  erected  on  a por- 
tion of  the  ancient  site  granted  for  church  pur- 
poses in  1707,  being  completed,  action  was 
taken  on  the  part  of  the  church  and  society, 
December  10,  1847,  to  dedicate  the  church  and 
ordain  its  first  pastor,  which  event  took  place 
April  27,  1848.  Mr.  Hart  was  the  active  mem- 
ber of  the  supply  committee  from  this  time, 
and  during  his  active  life  attended  to  its  duties, 
and  was  well  known  by  the  professors  of  Yale 
Divinity  School,  where  he  sought  for  pulpit 
supply  among  the  theologues. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  society  held 
September  19,  1855,  action  was  taken  for  the 
building  of  a parsonage,  a lot  having  been 
given  by  Rev.  David  Smith,  D.  D.  The  par- 
sonage was  completed  in  1858,  through  the 
efforts  of  Mir.  Hart.  On  November  26,  1853, 
William'  A.  Hart  was  appointed  deacon,  W.  P. 
Stone  having  resigned.  On  February  25, 
1854,  he  was  elected  a life  member  of  the 
Bible  Society.  He  was  ordained  as  deacon, 
April  30,  1854;  prayer  by  Rev.  C.  A.  Goodrich, 
D.  D.,  of  New  Haven,  with  imposition  of  hands 
by  him  and  the  pastor,  Rev.  Robert  G.  Will- 
iams. At  a meeting  of  the  society  held  in  the 
academy  on  the  green  April  20,  i860,  a com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  try  to  effect  a union 
-of  the  two  societies ; Deacon  Hart  was  chair- 
man of  same. 

During  a severe  storm,  Saturday  night, 
November  3,  i860,  the  spire  of  the  church 
was  blown  down.  At  a meeting  of  the  society 
held  November  12,  i860,  a communication  was 
received  from  the  North  Congregational  Soci- 
ety, inviting  them!  to  worship  with  them'  dur- 
ing their  pleasure,  “as  long  as  miay  be  desira- 
ble,” which  invitation  was  kindly  received. 

■ At  a meeting  of  the  society  held  September 
10,  1862,  it  was  voted  to  appoint  a committee, 
with  power  to'  convey,  to  sell  the  property  of 
the  society,  and  pay  its  debts. 


On  April  15,  1878,  Ward  W.  Bailey  was 
elected  deacon. 

On  May  18,  1878,  at  a special  meeting 
of  the  society,  action  was  taken  to  repair  the 
church  and  secure  a bell.  The  largest  part 
of  the  contribution  toward  the  bell  was  made 
by  Professor  Fowler  and  Miss  Patty  Rogers, 
of  Middletown,  and  the  enterprise  was  made 
successful  by  the  loyal,  faithful,  loving  hearts 
of  an  earnest,  devoted  band  of  worshipers.  Mr. 
Hart,  in  his  enthusiasm  to  locate  it,  personally 
climbed  up  the  tower,  to  be  assured  of  its  safe- 
ty, and  the  expressed  anxiety  and  labor  attend- 
ing this  work  may  be  attributed  the  cause  of 
his  sickness  and  death.  That  bell  yet  speaks, 
like  the  old  bell  in  the  old  church  tower  on 
the  same  site,  seven  decades  past.  When  its 
clarion  tones  ring  out,  sending  its  sweet  notes 
echoing  over  the  hills  and  through  the  valleys, 
from  Haddam  Quarter  to  Reed's  Gap,  from 
Pisgah  to  Bluff  head,  re-echoing  over  Totoket 
and  Pang,  reverberating  back  from  North 
Mountain  along  Coginchaug,  it  speaks,  to  the 
valley  and  river,  and  the  intelligent,  progres- 
sive, reflecting  mind,  of  a once  united  and  pros- 
perous people,  of  twelve  hundred  and  ten  souls 
gathering  at  one  common  center  for  religious, 
social,  political,  and  business  purposes,  all 
Working  under  one  banner,  inscribed  Durham, 
with  the  motto,  Unity1  Fellowship!  Fidelity! 
Mr.  Hart’s  last  public  service  was  to  assist  in 
raising  funds  to  secure  this  bell  for  the  church 
he  so  much  loved,  and  he  saw  it  placed,  ready 
to  send  forth  its  sweet  ringing  tones  down 
through  the  valley,  resounding  its  beautiful 
echo  from  Faug  to  Totoket,  as  did  the  old 
church  bell  of  his  boyhood  days.  But  alas!  its 
first  public  use  was  to  toll  his  death  knell,  its 
unruffled  notes  tolling  the  age  of  seventy-two 
as  Deacon  heart’s  remains  were  laid  in  the 
churchyard.  His  record  in  connection  with 
the  society  closes  with  a meeting  in  which  he 
acted  as  moderator,  September  18,  1878. 

On  November  19,  1886,  the  society  voted 
to  accept  the  offer  of  $600  for  the  church  build- 
ing for  a town  hall;  on  December  4,  1886,  to 
sell  the  movable  property  of  the  church  at  pub- 
lic auction,  the  communion  service  being  given 
to  a frontier  church  in  the  lumber  camps  of 
Northern  Minnesota;  and  on  December  27. 
1890,  it  w as  voted  to  accept  an  offer  of  $1,000 
for  the  parsonage.  On  September  5.  1899,  the 
net  proceeds  of  all  the  property  of  the  South 
Congregational  Ecclesiastical  Society  were 
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given,  by  a vote  of  the  nine  surviving  members, 
to  a public  library  for  the  town  of  Durham, 
to  be  located  on  a portion  of  the  land  given 
by  the  town  for  church  purposes  in  1707. 

Devoted  to  the  organization,  building  and 
maintenance  of  the  South  Congregational 
Church,  Mr.  Hart  gave  the  best  efforts  of  bis 
Christian  manhood ; by  his  zealous  efforts  he 
inspired  hearts  to  worship  and  liberality  to 
give,  and  lived  to  see  the  fruits  of  his  labors 
blessed  in  the  large  ingathering  into  its  fold, 
and  the  unbroken  membership  therewith  of  his 
own  family  of  nine  children. 

Born  to  be  ploughed  with  years,  and  sown  with  cares, 
And  reaped  by  Death,  lord  of  the  human  soul. 

Living  the  life  of  total  abstinence,  a tee- 
totaler in  practice,  the  growing  habit  of  intem- 
perance early  excited  Mi*.  Hart's  fears  and  en- 
listed his  desires  and  efforts  to  work  reform 
ampng  his  fellow-townsmen.  The  evolution 
of  the  temperance  movement  in  the  State,  from 
its  initiatory,  in  17S9,  in  Litchfield  county,  or- 
ganized by  200  farmers  who  resolved  not  to 
furnish  distilled  liquors  to  their  farmi  hands, 
developing  into-  a stronger,  more  determined 
effort  to  stay  the  progress  of  the  evil  which 
was  devastating  the  country,  found  himj  an 
earnest  advocate  and  worker.  The  movement 
became  general  in  the  State,  and  the  first  tem- 
perance organization  in  Durham  was  formed 
June  30,  1828,  with  the  following  pledge: 

“We  agree  that  we  will  abstain  from  the 
use  of  distilled  spirits  except  as  a medicine  in 
case  of  bodily  infirmity ; that  we  will  not  allow 
the  use  of  them  in  our  families  nor  provide 
them  for  the  entertainment  of  our  friends  or 
for  persons  in  our  employment ; and  that  in 
all  suitable  ways  we  will  discountenance  the 
use  of  them  in  the  community.” 

Mr.  Hart  was  the  fifth  of  twenty-two 
men  of  the  town  to  sign  this  pledge,  and,  with 
strong  convictions  of  the  necessity  for  earnest 
work,  spoke  publicly  and  labored  individually 
for  the  cause.  The  movement  well  inaugur- 
ated, its  growth  was  gradual  and  effective  until 
the  society,  in  less  than  eight  years,  numbered 
377  members.  As  a result  of  this  movement 
the  First  National  Temperance  Convention,  at 
which  twenty-one  States  were  represented,  was 
held  in  Philadelphia  May  24,  1833,  in  the  Flail 
of  Independence.  The  aggressive  action  of 
temperance  societies  and  public  men  in  the 
good  work  received  a new  impetus  in  the 


exodus  of  the  Washingtonian  movement,  in- 
augurated in  a drinking  club  of  six  men  in 
Baltimore,  who  pledged  themselves  to’  abstain 
from  all  intoxicating  liquors,  malt  liquors, 
wine  or  cider,  forming  themselves  into  the 
Washingtonian  Temperance  Society.  John 
Hay  Willis  Hawkins,  a confirmed  drunkard, 
w(as  the  great  advocate  of  this  movement,  and 
became  its  chief  apostle.  John  B.  Gough  was 
saved  through  its  instrumentality,  and  over 
100,000  took  the  pledge  in  1841.  The  Sons 
of  Temperance,  instituted  in  New  York  City 
September  29,  1842,  was  an  offspring  of  this 
movement.  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a strong  ad- 
vocate of  this  cause,  making  many  speeches  in 
its  favor  in  Illinois  in  1842.  In  1852  he  joined 
the  Sons  of  Temperance  in  Springfield,  Illinois. 

The  children  of  Sunday-schools  all  over 
the  land  were  enrolled  in  cold-water  armies. 
This  army  had  its  organization  in  Durham’, 
and  on  July  4,  1842,  the  members  paraded 
with  banner,  badge  and  song,  pledged  to  a life 
of  temperance  and  total  abstinence.  In  this 
work  Mr.  Hart  enlisted  the  children,  took  by 
the  hand  the  habitual  drunkard,  pointed  the 
way  to  a life  of  sobriety  and  usefulness, 
brought  him  to  realize  his  condition,  placed 
him  upon  the  firm  foundation  of  the  pledge, 
and  brought  him  to  the  platform  to  plead  for 
his  fellow  in  the  depths.  The  writer  well  re- 
members him  bringing  to  the  house  a drunken 
mjan  found  by  the  wayside  helpless,  with  his 
team.  The  night  was  dark  and  stormy.  Man 
and  teami  were  protected  until  sleep  had 
brought  consciousness,  when  he  went  his  way. 

Mr.  Hart’s  kindness  and  persuasion  saved 
many  a weak,  misguided  brother,  and  the 
world  was  truly  benefited  by  this  ardent  tem- 
perance advocate.  He  was  a lifelong,  consist- 
ent and  zealous  temperance  worker.  At  sixty 
he  was  a teetotaler,  and  only  in  his  last  years 
did  he  use  an  occasional  cup  of  tea  or  coffee. 

Temperate  in  every  place,  abroad,  at  home. 

Hence  will  applause,  and  hence  will  profit  come;. 
And  health  from  either — he  in  time  prepares 
For  sickness,  age,  and  their  attendant  cares. 

Yet  hold  it  more  humane,  more  heavenly  first, 

By  winning  words,  to'  conquer  willing  hearts, 

And  make  persuasion  do  the  work  of  fear. 

Descended  from  a long  line  of  law  makers, 
and  patriots  in  a time  when  men  of  mind  and 
character  were  active  in  the  governmental  af- 
fairs of  town  and  country,  Mr.  Hart  took  an  ac- 
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tive  part  in  the  political  progress  of  his  day. 
His  first  vote  for  President  of  the  United 
States  wtas  cast  for  John  Quincy  Adams, 
in  1828.  In  the  campaign  of  1832  he  voted 
for  Henry  Clay,  and  was  associated  with  the 
Whig  party  of  this  country.  In  1840  he  voted 
for  William  Henry  Harrison,  the  Whig  can- 
didate, Who  was  elected,  this  being  the  first  vic- 
tory for  the  party.  President  Harrison  died 
after  holding  office  one  rponth,  and  John  Tyler 
became  President.  In  the  campaign  of  1844 
he  was  enthusiastic  for  the  nominees,  Clay  and 
Frelinghuysen,  the  head  of  the  ticket  being  his 
ideal  in  1832.  But  his  party  was  met  again  with 
defeat,  Polk  being  elected.  During  this  admin- 
istration the  questions  of  free  or  slave  terri- 
tory agitated  the  country  and  divided  the  par- 
ties of  the  North.  In  1848  the  Free-Soil  party 
made  a formidable  show  among  the  voters  of 
the  country,  with  Miartin  VanBuren  as  a can- 
didate for  President,  thus  cradling  the  child 
which  in  maturer  years  became  the  Republican 
party.  The  Whig  party  nominated  Zachary 
Taylor  for  President  and  Millard  Fillmore  for 
Vice-President,  and  Mr.  Hart  voted  for  them. 
During  this  administration  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise was  virtually  abrogated,  and  stringent 
laws  were  miade  for.  the  return  of  fugitive 
slaves.  In  1852  Mr.  Hart  supported  the  Whig 
party  nominees,  Scott  and  King,  who  were 
defeated.  In  1856,  in  the  disruption  of  parties 
caused  by  the  Kansas-Nebraska  trouble,  the 
Whig  party  was  divided,  the  remaining  portion 
joining  the  American  party.  He  tarried  a few 
months  with  the  Know-Nothings,  so-called,  but 
rallied  to  the  standard  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  cast  his  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856. 
Under  its  banner  he  fought  the  battles  of  the 
great  Civil  war  under  the  great  leader  Abra- 
ham! Lincoln,  gave  one  son  to  the  struggle  on 
the  prairies  of  Kansas,  during  its  fight  for 
Statehood  and  freedom,  and  three  sons  to  the 
four-years  war  which  followed.  To>  the  objects 
of  the  freedom  of  the  slave,  the  protective  tar- 
iff and  specie  payments,  he  gave  his  influence 
and  his  vote.  In  town  affairs  his  vote  was  for 
taxation  for  schools,  and  he  voted  with  his  par- 
ty for  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  using 
his  influence  for  the  best  men  to  fill  the  re- 
spective offices  in  town  affairs.  Until  late  in 
life  he  was  found  in  caucus  and  committee, 
urging  intelligent  progressive  action  to  his  par- 
ty. He  whs  independent  and  outspoken  in  his 
political  views,  always  voting  an  open  ballot, 


known  and  read  of  all  men.  He  sought  not  of- 
fice nor  political  honors,  but  voted  with  his 
party  for  those  principles  which  he  judged 
would  best  subserve  the  interests  of  humanity 
in  the  exercise  of  equal  and  exact  justice  to  all 
men. 

Established  in  his  home,  desirous  of  keep- 
ing in  touch  with  the  best  thought,  men,  and 
progress  of  the  times,  he  became  a subscriber 
to  the  New  Haven  Palladium,  a weekly  paper 
first  issued  November  7,  1828,  edited  by 

Charles  Adams,  a well-known  Whig.  Its  edi- 
torial announcement  embodied  his  views,  viz. : 
“We  shall  always  advocate  those  measures 
w)hich  seem  best  calculated  to  promote  the  in- 
terests of  the  community.  Is  he  honest — is  he 
capable?  Is  he  faithful  to  the  constitution? 
are  questions  vastly  more  important  than  par- 
ty.” Its  motto  appealed  to  his  mind  and  heart 
as  an  exponent  of  those  principles  of  life  which 
should  be  taught  in  the  family,  school,  church 
and  State.  Let  it  be  impressed  upon  your 
minds,  “Let  it  be  instilled  into  the  hearts  of 
your  children,  that  the  liberty  of  the  Press  is 
the  Palladium  of  all  your  rights.”  In  1830 
Jam(es  F.  Babcock  became  the  editor,  and  for 
thirty-two  years  was  a power  in  the  State  po- 
litically. In  June,  1856,  the  Palladium  took 
its  position  squarely  for  the  National  Republi- 
can party,  with  John  C.  Fremont  as  its  stand- 
ard-bearer for  President.  Abraham  Lincoln 
in  i860,  when  visiting  New  Haven,  was  the 
guest  of  its  editor,  James  F.  Babcock.  In 
1862  it  was  edited  by  Cyrus  Northrop,  of 
Yale,  since  president  of  the  University  of  Min- 
nesota. This  paper  was  a regular  . weekly 
household  visitor  to  the  Hart  family  for  a 
lifetime,  and  under  its  able  management  its 
potent  influence  as  an  educator  in  the  family, 
in  public  affairs,  in  civil  life,  in  loyalty  and 
patriotism  to  State  and  Nation,  marked  the 
future  of  all  its  members.  The  best  books, 
periodicals  and  papers  within  Mr.  Hart’s 
limited  means  were  supplied  for  his  children. 

The  conditions  of  the  commonwealth  were 
such  that  the  strong  arm!  of  the  law  was  cen- 
tered in  its  militia.  Its  deeds  of  heroism  and 
valor  history  had  recorded  in  the  struggle  for 
independence,  from  Bunker  Hill  to  Yorktown, 
and  such  an  important  support  to  civil  author- 
ity called  all  the  young  men  of  the  time  into 
this  necessary  branch  of  the  service.  In  his 
early  manhood  M\r.  Hart  joined  the  State 
militia,  joining  the  Eighth  Companv  of  the 
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Sixth  Regiment,  Second  Division,  as  a private, 
in  1S29;  he  was  elected  ensign  in  1830,  lieu- 
tenant in  1831,  captain  in  1832  and  1833,  fill- 
ing the  positions  with  such  credit  to  himself, 
and  such  efficiency  in  the  service,  that  he  was 
unanimously  re-elected,  a rare  compliment  to 
a person  holding  such  office  in  those  days.  In 
peace,  in  civil  or  military  life,  his  heart  was 
full  of  love  for  his  country. 

Sail  on,  O ship  of  State ! 

Sail  on,  O Union,  strong  and  great ! 
Humanity^  with  all  its  fears, 

With  all  the  hopes  of  future  years, 

Is  hanging  breathless  on  thy  fate ! 

About  i860  he  retired  from  business,  worn 
in  body,  but  strong  in  mind,  having  made  an 
unsuccessful  struggle  h>  acquire  a competence, 
and  spent  his  remaining  years  on  his  little 
homestead,  in  the  enjoyment  of  its  quiet  rest- 
fulness, of  participation  in  promoting  the 
growth  of  those  institutions  he  had  helped  to 
plant  and  foster,  and  in  the  reunions  in  the  old 
home  of  his  children,  grandchildren  and  nu- 
merous friends.  Thanksgiving  never  passed  in 
those  latter  years  without  an  assembling  of 
three  generations,  fifteen  to>  twenty-five  gather- 
ing in  observance  of  the  oldtime  festival. 

The  most  memorable  event  of  these  family 
reunions  was  the  celebration  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hart's  Golden  Wedding,  June  24th,  1878.  A 
large  tent  was  erected  on  the  green  lawn  be- 
neath the  overshadowing  maples  of  the  old 
home,  and  on  this  beautiful  June  day  about  150 
— famlily,  kin,  friends  and  neighbors — met  to 
congratulate  the  aged  couple,  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  nuptial  ceremony  that  moonlight 
night  fifty  years  before,  and  of  their  happy 
prosperous  life. 

But  happy  they ! the  happiest  of  their  kind ! 

Whom  gentle  stars  unite,  and  in  one  fate 

Their  hearts,  their  fortunes,  and  their  beings  blend! 

The  event  of  the  occasion  was  the  assem- 
bling in  the  tent,  and  the  exercises,  addresses, 
poems,  songs  and  impromptu  remarks,  which 
occupied  most  of  the  afternoon.  The  pro- 
grarrt,  toasts  and  assignments  had  been  ably 
and  carefully  prepared  by  Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Hall, 
who  had  been  for  a long  time  a sufferer  from 
spinal  trouble,  and  was  carried  on  a bed  from 
the  New!  Haven  Hospital  to  attend  the  exer- 
cises of  this  eventful  day.  The  party  being 
assembled  around  the  sumptuous  table,  an  ad- 
dress of  welcome  was  delivered  by  the  bride- 


groom. The  blessing  was  invoked  by  Rev.  A. 
C.  Dennison,  of  Middlefield.  Dinner  finished, 
all  joined  in  the  old  song,  “Home,  Sweet 
Home,”  followed  bv  a poem,  “Golden  Wedding 
Greeting,”  by  May  E.  Hart: 


Our  greeting  first  is  for  the  aged  pair 
Whose  wedded  lives  of  half  a century  bear 
The  ripened  fruits  of  years  of  toil  and  love, 

Rich  benedictions  from  the  Hand  above. 

The  vows  they  took,  the  promises  they  spoke, 

Have  ne’er  by  thought  or  act  of  theirs  been  broke. 

So  strongly  bound  to  each  when  life  begun, 

The  after  years  but  made  the  two  more  one, 

Through  all  the  fifty,  that  have  gently  borne 
Them  down  life’s  stream,  to  this  propitious  morn. 

All  honor  to  their  time-besilvered  hairs, 

And  brows  o’er  furrowed  now  with  many  cares ; 

All  reverence  to  their  firm,  integrity, 

And  deeply  rooted,  earnest  piety, 

Outshining  with  its  fervent,  steady  light, 

Riches  of  earth  and  gems  of  ocean  bright; 

Preparing  for  them,  on  the  other  shore, 

More  dazzling  robes  than  ever  monarchs  wore. 

From  all  our  hearts  congratulations  rise, 

That  He  who  overrules  our  destinies 
Has  brought  us  on  together  until  now 
To  celebrate,  anew,  their  marriage  vow; 

And  every  heart  will  send  to  Heaven  the  prayer 
That  in  their  coming  years  of  life  dull  care 
May  touch  them  lightly  in  his  onward  way, 

Until  they  reach  the  realms  of  perfect  day. 

We  ask  for  them  still  many  years  of  life, 

With  freedom  from  its  business,  cares  and  strife; 

In  pastures  green,  and  by  the  waters  still 
Of  calm  old  age,  to  wait  the  Master’s  will; 

And  when  tired  nature  falls  asleep  at  last, 

Without  a struggle  may  the  stream  be  passed. 

Now  look  with  me  across  the  lapse  of  time, 

And  listen,  friends,  with  patience  to  my  rhyme, 

While  I attempt  to  bring  before  your  view 

Some  of  the  scenes  which  they  have  journeyed  through- 

First  we  will  take  a glimpse  of  yonder  hill, 

Where  stood  an  old  brown  house ; I see  it  still, 

Though  years  ago,  its  frame-work  torn  away, 

Another  took  its  place,  is  there  to-day, 

How  many  of  us  can  the  vision  see ! 

Old-fashioned  house  and  leaning  cherry  tree, 

The  garden  fence  both  sides,  and  up  the  hill 
The  barn  and  hay-stack,  much  as  they  are  still. 

Dear  ancient  house,  with  thy  low  leaning  roof, 

Time  wove  within  thy  portals  many  a' woof; 

Four  generations  lived  within  thy  walls, 

Each  after  each,  and  echoed  through  thy  halls 
Their  several  notes  of  sorrow  and  of  joy, 

Ere  time  and  progress  touched  thee  to  destroy. 

And  thou  wert  builded  on  a sacred  spot, 

A grant  of  land  that  should  not  be  forgot ; 

The  voice  of  gospel  power,  than  sound  more  strong,. 
Proclaimed  by  son  of  him  to  whom  belong 


Within  this  quiet  vale  to-day  we  meet, 

Kindred  with  kindred,  friend  with  friend  to  greet; 
To  speak  our  joy,  our  gratitude  express, 

For  the  eventful  hour  of  happiness 
Which  dawns  upon  us  in  this  anniversary  day, 
To  bring  which  fifty  years  have  rolled  away. 
With  deeply  thankful  hearts  we  hail  its  light, 
And  joyful  view  the  scenes  it  grants  our  sight. 


ORIGINAL  HART  HOME,  DURHAM,  CONNECTICUT. 

BUILT  BY  SAMUEL  HART  IN  1759,  THE  HOME  OF  FOUR  GENERATIONS  OF  THE  FAMILY. 
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THE  CHILDHOOD  HOME  OF  MRS.  IM.  A.  HART.  HORTH  MADISOH,  COHHECTICUT. 

THE  ANNEX  WAS  ONCE  A SCHOOLHOUSE  IN  WHICH  SHE  ATTENDED  THE  DISTRICT  SCHOOL. 
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Honor  and  praise  from  all  the  good  and  true; 

John  Elliott ! that  honor  was  thy  due. 

This  precious  heritage  of  goodly  land, 

Passing  by  change  of  time  from  hand  to  hand, 

Was  steadily  transferred  along  the  line 
Of  honored  ancestry,  till  walls  of  thine, 

0 house  of  ancient  birth,  thereon  were  reared, 

And  ’neath  thy  sheltering  roof  there  first  appeared 
The  husband  and  his  bride,  an  altar  here 

Of  home  amid  the  wilderness  to  rear. 

Here  children  grew,  from  hence  to  battle’s  strife 
The  husband  went  and  left  his  weeping  wife; 

Brought  back  again  his  honor,  and  his  wounds, 

And  slept  no  more  to  wake  to  mortal  sounds. 
Another  reign  of  threescore  years  and  ten, 

And  death,  the  reaper,  at  his  work  again. 

This  aged  husband  found  his  birthplace  there, 

’Mid  all  the  pride  which  greets  the  first-born  heir; 

’Tis  true  that  other  children  followed  fast, 

But  yet,  I think  that  nothing  can  outlast 
'The  first  glad  joy  that  fills  a parent’s  breast 
When  only  one  has  come  into  the  nest. 

A taste  for  knowledge  grew  with  growing  time, 

But  science  was  a hill  full  hard  to  climb; 

Yet  what  he  could  he  gathered  by  the  way, 

And  so  it  grew  upon  him  day  by  day. 

With  pluck  and  energy  he  fought  along 
And  finally  attained  his  manhood,  strong 
In  every  principle  of  truth  and  right 
That  goes  to  make  a man  a man  of  might ; 

The  Bible,  loved  by  him  from  early  youth, 

His  hope  and  constant  guide  in  ways  of  truth. 

Behold  him  at  the  portals  of  the  door 
That  enters  manhood,  and  with  me  turn  o’er 
Another  page  in  memory’s  wondrous  book, 

And  at  another  picture  take  a look. 

1 went  one  day  in  June  to  get  the  view 
Which  I will  do  my  best  to  give  to  you. 

You  cross  yon  hill  and  thence  through  many  a dale, 
And  find  yourself  within  a quiet  vale. 

Where  stands  another  old  brown  house,  alone. 

1 Its  being  was,  till  then,  to  me  unknown. 

The  faithful  wife  we  greet  with  smiles  to-day 
Was  with  me  when  I took  my  lonely  way 
To  view  it,  nearer  than  the  spot  she  showed, 

Where  we  could  see  it,  from  the  rough  old  road, 

Too  rough  for  her,  and  for  the  horses,  too, 

But  not  too  rough  for  me,  and  I went  through 
And  came  upon  the  spot,  and  there,  alone, 

T stood  and  gazed,  where  generations  gone, 

Whose  hlood  flowed  in  my  veins,  had  stood  before, 
Neath  that  same  roof,  in  that  same  open  door. 

This  aged  woman,  with  the  silvery  hair, 

1 Ope'd  her  blue  baby  eyes  and  first  smiled  there. 

Her  grandfather,  when  all  that  land  was  new, 

Built  there  his  home,  the  house  I’ve  showed  to  you, 

At  one  end  of  which,  now,  there  is  an  Ell, 

Of  which  I have  a little  tale  to  tell; 

It  had  a schoolhouse  been  in  days  gone  by, 

Which  gives  it  place  within  my  history. 

1 learned  this  much  from  one  who  lived  there  then; 
"Twas  drawn,”  he  said,  “from  further  down  the  glen.” 
t saw  the  corner  where  he  said  it  stood; 

H passed  it  when  I came  down  through  the  wood. 

It  saw  the  babbling  brook  that  rippled  near, 

Reflecting  beauties  in  its  waters  clear ; 

I The  over-hanging  vines,  the  bridge,  the  log, 

Pond-lilies  that  I sought  through  marsh  and  bog, 

I The  place  had  all  so  many  charms  for  me, 

1 left  it  when  I must,  reluctantly. 


The  youth  we  left  at  manhood’s  open  door 
Went  out  from  home,  and  brought  his  gathered  store. 
Of  knowledge  with  him,  there  to  take  the  rule 
Of  boys  and  girls  who  formed  the  district  school. 

The  first  schoolhouse  in  which  he  ever  taught, 

That  Ell,  long  time  since  from  the  corner  brought. 

In  those  days  every  teacher  boarded  ’round, 

And  much  enjoyment  from  the  changes  found; 

Tho’  families,  in  general,  were  not  small, 

And  one  might  stay,  ofttimes,  some  weeks  for  all. 

The  baby  eyes  of  blue  that  ope’d  to  light. 

In  yon  old  house,  now  grown  so  clear  and  bright 
With  eighteen  years  of  healthy  country  life, 

Were  earnest  getting  in  the  busy  strife, 

With  ways  and  means  to  make  the  two  ends  meet, 
Which  moved  her  parents’  hearts,  and  heads,  and  feet 
To  steady  toil,  as  with  the  years  there  came 
Full  many  another  child  their  care  to  claim. 

So  many  younger  ones  there  were  to  clothe  and  feed. 
Of  service  she  could  give  there  was  such  need. 

She  went  no  more  to  school,  but  in  the  care 
Of  home  and  family  took  ample  share. 

The  schoolmaster  was  coming  there  to  board! 

No  doubt  she  conned  anew  the  knowledge  stored 
In  her  few  years  of  school  life,  wished  it  might 
Have  been  much  more,  looked  forward  to  the  night 
Of  his  appearance,  curious  and  shy, 

Half  longing,  half  afraid,  she  knew  not  why. 

They  met,  and  I should  like  if  I could  tell 

Of  all  the  fascination  of  the  spell 

Which  grew  up  round  them  as  the  time  went  on, 

And  found  the  months  of  winter  quickly  gone. 

I fancy  that  it  marked  an  era  new 

In  both  their  lives,  and  oft  the  teacher  drew, 

On  one  pretext  or  other,  to  the  spot 
Where  glowed  a face  that  could  not  be  forgot. 

The  days  went  on,  until  two  years  had  passed 
Since  first  their  paths  had  met  and  touched ; at  last, 

At  last  there  came  a day,  when,  full  of  joy  and  pride. 
He  led  her  from  her  home,  to  be  his  bride. 

O year  of  eighteen  hundred  twenty-eight! 

To  nine  of  us  thy  ripening  June  was  freight 
With  promise  of  a good  outlasting  time; 

The  chance  to  live  and  make  our  lives  sublime. 

Thus,  both  their  lives  apart  when  life  begun, 
Henceforth  were  merged  together  into  one. 

They  budded  here  this  humble  little  cot. 

Than  which  to-day  the  whole  round  earth  holds  not 
A mansion,  howsoever  grand  it  be, 

That  human  hearts  regard  more  tenderly, 

Because  the  sacred  name  of  home  it  hears, 

And  thousand  fond  associations  wears. 

Here,  one  by  one,  their  children  blessed  their  eyes. 
Nine  individual,  separate  destinies, 

In  each  of  which,  somewhat  anew  again, 

They  lived  their  own  youthtime  of  joy  or  pain. 

Some  from  the  father  claiming  most  of  life, 

Some  bearing  closest  kinship  to  the  wife; 

Each  with  some  deep-set  want  its  very  own. 

Some  claim  to  love  by  all  the  rest  unknown ; 

The  best  they  could  for  them  they’ve  always  done. 
Giving  a share  of  good  to  everyone, 

Not  of  corruptible,  which  moth  and  rust 
Have  power  to  melt  away  and  turn  to  dust, 

But  pure  example,  elevated  thought, 

And  truths  of  highest  meaning.  They  have  taught 
A love  of  nature,  mountains,  trees,  and  brooks. 

No  less  than  knowledge  to  be  found  in  books; 

A sacrifice  of  self,  a courage  strong. 

To  fight  against  the  mighty  powers  of  wrong 
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That  all  along  the  bivouac  of  life 

Engage  the  heart  in  fierce  and  deadly  strife ; 

A love  for  all  things  high  and  true  and  pure, 

A heritage  unfading,  priceless,  sure. 

A greeting  now  to  each  who  holds  a part, 

An  heirship,  in  this  long  united  (Hart)  heart. 

Elizabeth,  the  child  of  hope  and  pride 
First  in  parental  fondness  to  abide, 

We  greet  you  with  the  love  and  honor  due 
The  eldest  child  and  sister  kind  and  true; 

The  memory  of  a fair  and  youthful  face, 

Hair  like  the  raven’s  wing,  o'er  lofty  brow 
Where  time  has  set  his  certain  signet  now — 

Perhaps  you  do  not  know  the  place  you  hold 
Within  our  hearts,  and  need  it  should  be  told ; 

’Tis  next  the  shrine  on  which  our  parents  stand. 
Most  true  and  honored  leader  of  the  band. 

We  thank  you  for  your  pure  and  noble  life, 

A loving  mother  and  a faithful  wife, 

Yet  sister  fond,  and  daughter  all  the  same, 

While  recognizing  every  other  claim. 

We  tender  you  most  loving  sympathy, 

In  recollection  of  the  broken  tie. 

The  only  one  in  all  the  fifty  years 
The  record  of  this  family  history  bears; 

May  comfort  from  above  your  spirit  stay 
Until  you  meet  again  in  perfect  day. 

From  you  I turn  to  greet  the  eldest  son: 

We  hail  you,  Frank,  most  gladly,  every  one; 

The  oldest  boy ! the  father’s  hope  and  stay, 

When  time  shall  take  him  in  his  onward  way 
In  the  down-hill  of  life;  and  failing  strength 
Shall  make  him  wish  to  lean  on  you  at.  length. 

All  this  is  gathered  in  a father's  thought, 

As  to  his  arms  his  first-born  son  is  brought ; 

All  this  beams  from  a mother’s  loving  eye 
As  to  her  ear  is  borne  his  earliest  cry  ; 

All  this  and  more  is  realized  in  you. 

As,  in  the  prime  ctf  manhood,  now  we  view 
With  untold  pride,  your  kindly  face,  our  Frank, 
Whom  all  of  us  have  so  much  cause  to  thank ; 

So  much  good  cheer  to  all  our  lives  you’ve  brought, 
So  constantly  the  good  of  each  you’ve  sought; 

We  constitute  you  counselor  and  friend, 

And  ask  the  best  for  you  that  Heaven  can  send. 

I am  the  next ; I cannot  greet  myself, 

And  so  will  lay  my  name  upon  the  shelf. 

Lewis,  we  hail  your  face  with  much  delight. 

So  long  time  banished  from  our  longing  sight. 

It  brings  us  back  again  to  childhood’s  days, 

So  fraught  with  memory  of  prankish  ways, 

In  which  you  had  no  little  part  to  play; 

Of  mischief,  fun  and  frolic,  day  by  day, 

Before  life’s  stern  realities  begun 
To  dawn  o’er  childish  joys,  and  love  of  fun. 

At  last  when  early  manhood’s  morning  broke 
And  let  its  light  upon  you,  you  awoke 
To  purposes  which  brought  a great  unrest, 

And  bade  you  set  your  face  toward  the  West. 

In  vain,  with  pleading  tone  and  argument, 

We  strove  to  hinder  you  from  such  intent; 

Your  purpose  fixed,  you  took  your  westward  way, 
And  there  is  your  adopted  home  to-day. 

We  welcome  you  more  gladly  for  the  years 
Your  voice  was  lost  in  silence  to  our  ears; 

And  in  the  time  to  come  we  hope  to  hear 
Its  music  oftener  resounding  near. 


Ellen,  dear  invalid,  with  patient  face, 

Most  tenderly  we  greet  you  in  your  place; 

We  wish  your  face  were  fresh  as  when  a child 
All  nature  looked  on  you,  and  you  on  it,  and  smiled, 

When  careless,  free,  with  bounding  health  and  joy, 

A hatless  girl,  and  coatless,  shoeless  boy,  ; 

Brothers  for  your  companions,  one  each  side, 

You  roamed  the  hills,  and  scoured  the  meadows  wide, 

In  search  of  wild  flowers,  berries,  treasures  rare, 

The  mysteries  of  earth,  and  sky,  and  air. 

I seem  to  hear  again  the  merry  glee 
Resounding  in  your  laugh,  so  glad  and  free. 

Though  now  your  tones  in  deep-locked  silence  lie, 

Much  of  the  old  light  glistens  in  your  eye. 

We  wish  to  see  it  all  return  again,  : 

With  freedom  from  disease  and  gnawing  pain; 

We  trust  you  to  His  care  who  doeth  well 
All  things;  and  would  by  faith  a mighty  spell 
Might  give  you  back,  this  very  hour,  1 

Full  health,  and  faculty  of  every  power. 

A baby  face  comes  up  before  me  now ; 

Sweet  lips,  blue  eyes,  a high  and  snowy  brow ; 1 

A fair  embodiment  of  childish  grace, 

Some  look  of  likeness  to  which  I can  trace 
In  Charlie,  next  in  turn,  to  manhood  grown, 

With  thought,  and  look,  and  bearing  all  his  own; 

The  prime  of  manhood  scarcely  yet  attained,  i 

Though  much  development  of  purpose  gained ; 

Rich  fields  are  opening  to  his  daily  view, 

With  stores  of  thought  and  feeling  ever  new, 

And  life  seems  golden  with  its  promised  hope 
Of  love  and  labor,  widening  in  its  scope. 

May  Heaven’s  richest  blessings  on  him  rest, 

And  calm  enjoyment  ever  fill  his  breast. 

The  youngest  son,  and  tallest,  of  the  four 

Comes  next  to  view ; I see  him,  as  of  yore  , 

He  tried  to  make  machines  and  engines  rare 

Of  spinning  wheels,  old  clocks,  legs  of  a chair; 

Dammed  up  the  brooks  to  make  his  mill-wheels  go. 

Sailed  his  small  boats  on  water  gathered  so ; - i 

Loved  studying  to  whittle  something  new, 

A little  better  than  the  dryer  view 
Obtained  from  grammar  and  arithmetic; 

Better  than  books,  a jackknife  and  a stick; 

I scarcely  recognize  the  boy  in  Fred; 

I almost  see  an  artist  in  his  stead. 

The  germs  of  thought  that  in  this  life  begin, 

Will,  if  we  let  them  grow  our  minds  within, 

In  time  bud  out,  and  bloom  and  fruitage  bear, 

Some  good  for  use,  some  beautifully  fair. 

If  life  is  ended  ere  the  fruitage  come, 

Or  ere  the  thought  has  even  reached  its  bloom, 

The  immortal  spirit  on  the  other  shore 
Will  just  take  up  the  work  to  end  no  more; 

So  may  it  be,  my  brother  Fred,  with  you, 

In  all  the  possibilities  you  view 
Within  yourself,  were  circumstances  right 
To  grant  results  they  promise  to  your  sight. 

My  sister  Kate,  to  you  what  shall  I say. 

In  later  years  my  comrade  by  the  way; 

In  childhood  days  my  little  chosen  friend, 

Whose  every  fault  I labored  to  defend. 

More  than  the  rest  your  lot  has  been  to  cheer 
Our  parents’  hearts,  by  being  present  here 
When  others  had  to  leave  them,  one  by  one, 

Until,  save  you,  each  of  t’he  nine  were  gone. 

Many  a day  that  would  have  seemed  more  long 
And  sad  and  lonely  has  been  borne  along 
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At  quicker  pace  and  happier  estate 

For  them  because  you  chose  at  home  to  wait. 

And  all,  I know,  have  envied  you  your  lot, 
Sometimes  to  be  at  home  when  we  could  not. 

We  thank  you  for  the  love  of  home  you  bear, 

And  all  the  benefit  of  service  there; 

And  may  you  only  part  with  it  for  one 
Which  shall  be  more  entirely  your  own. 

The  pet  of  all  the  household,  Alice  dear, 

No  longer  little  Alice,  meets  me  here, 

A woman  grown,  with  energy  and  skill 
To  meet  the  world,  in  readiness  of  will 
For  business,  with  a courage  high  and  strong; 
Enjoyment  of  the  shifting  scenes  among 
Which  she  is  thrown  upon  her  varied  way. 
Gleaming  some  sunshine  in  the  darkest  day. 

The  common  lot  of  every  youngest  child, 

To  which  she  must,  ere  this,  be  reconciled, 

To  be  advised  by  every  older  one, 

Without  the  power  the  sage  advice  to  shun. 

With  eight  besides  her  parents  to  advise, 

Flow  perfectly  her  future  destinies 

In  all  appointed  ways  should  be  marked  out ; 

What  wonder  if  she  understand  which  route 
Will  be  the  best,  and  surest  one  to  lead 
To  such  results  as  meet  her  spirit’s  need. 

She  turns  upon  us  such  a smiling  face, 

And  wins  our  hearts  with  such  a sweetened  grace, 
That  after  we  have  each  said  out  our  say, 

We  all  consent  to  let  her  have  her  way. 

I think  we  all  rely  upon  her  strength, 

Although  unconsciously,  believing  that  at  length, 

In  some  way,  she  is  going  to  be  a stay, 

And  prop,  along  life’s  down-hill  way; 

A sunbeam  shining  over  later  years, 

Brightening  our  hopes  and  driving  off  our  fears. 

I said  there  were  but  nine,  but  now  I see 
•'Six  more  who  claim  our  parents  facing  me. 
Another  brother  Charles  sits  by  the  side 
'Of  our  Elizabeth,  long  time  his  bride. 

An  Adaline,  who  has  helped  Frank  along, 

The  two  together  making  each  more  strong. 

A Harriett,  whom  Lewis  found  out  West, 

And  only  lately  brought  to  join  the  rest. 

An  Isaac,  Ellen’s  lover,  husband,  friend; 

A Belle  with  Charlie’s  wddded  life  to  blendj 
A Juliet  to  cheer  and  comfort  Fred; 

These  six  to  join  our  circle  have  been  led. 

To  each  of  them  we  reach  a greeting  hand, 

As  children,  brothers,  sisters,  here  they  stand. 

Then  there  are  others  who  our  parents  greet; 
“Grandmother”  and  “grandfather”  they  repeat. 
Each  one.  there  are  not  many,  I will  name, 

And  lovingly  present  each  separate  claim 
To  all  we  give  to  them  of  love  and  care, 

Though  hard  to  tell  which  seems  to  us  most  fair. 
First,  children  of  Elizabeth  we  mention  o’er; 

There  have  been,  yes,  to-day  there  still  are  four. 
Anna,  the  eldest,  I remember  you, 

When  as  a baby,  to  my  partial  view, 

No  child  on  earth  seemed  ever  half  so  bright, 

Or  with  its  cunning  ways  gave  such  delight; 
Nellie,  a young  Elizabeth  we  sec, 

In  all  the  grace  which  sits  so  well  on  thee. 
Frankie,  with  rev’rent  lips  thy  name  we  breathe, 
And  to  thy  memory  loving  tribute  wreathe ; 

For  thou  art  lost  to  sight,  just  gone  before, 

And  waiting  for  us  on  the  other  shore. 

’Charlie,  the  last  one  of  the  quartette  band, 


Completed  yet  in  heaven  may  it  stand. 

Frank’s  Horace,  oldest  heir  there  is  to  claim 
The  honorable,  much  respected  name 
Your  father’s  ancestors  have  brought  to  you, 

The  name  of  Hart,  may  you  as  such  be  true 
To  all  the  lofty  manhood  it  may  bring; 

We  look  to  see,  from  you,  much  promise  spring. 

Alice,  the  Buckeye  girl,  child  of  the  West, 

It  gives  us  joy  at  length  among  the  rest 
To  see  you  take  your  place;  grandchildren  here 
Are  not  so  plenty  as  we  wish  they  were. 

Edith  and  Willie,  Charlie’s  only  two, 

We  cannot  tell  the  love  we  bear  to  you; 

Edith,  the  elder,  leading  by  the  hand 
The  timid  boy,  who  scarce  can  understand 
What  men  were  made  for,  and  who  dearly  loves 
His  parents,  and  his  sister,  and  who  proves 
His  fondness  in  a thousand  baby  ways, 

So  sweet  that  we  who  know  him  sing  his  praise. 

Others  there  are,  who  with  our  youthful  days 
Are  linked  by  memory  in  ten  thousand  ways. 

There’s  Uncle  Samuel,  always  living  near, 

Our  father’s  youngest  brother,  he  is  here, 

And  him  I greet  with  gratitude  to-day 
For  all  the  cheer  he’s  lent  us  by  the  way. 

Aunt  Lydia,  too,  and  then  I hasten  on 
To  give  a hand  to  Walter,  Jane  and  John. 

Our  comrades  they  in  every  sort  of  fun. 

But  oftenest,  when  at  the  set  of  sun, 

Dishes  all  washed,  and  chores  finished  up, 

We  made  the  valley  ring  with  shout  and  whoop; 
Played  till  the  darkness  coming  on  apace, 

Parental  calls  would  end  the  mad-cap  race. 

Together,  oft,  we  at  the  fireside  met. 

And  heard  the  tales  we  never  shall  forget. 

Which  grandfather  delighted  to  relate, 

Then  laughed  to  see  the  eager  wonder  wait 
In  our  wide-open  eyes,  as  we  took  in 
The  wondrous  narratives  he  loved  to  spin. 

Together,  O how  often,  have  we  trod. 

With  book,  and  slate,  and  dinner  pail,  the  road 
After  you  joined  us  at  the  Bartlett  lot, 

Over  “great  bridge”  and  up  the  hill  “Back  bone,” 

So  oft  we  went,  we  knew  its  every  stone, 

And  landed  at  the  schoolhouse  just  beyond, 

Where  through  the  day  our  various  tasks  we  conned ; 
At  night,  sometimes  we  took  another  route. 

And  by  the  old  road,  after  school  was  out, 

We  loitering  came,  and  full  enjoyment  drew 
From  what,  because  less  frequent,  seemed  more  new. 
Together,  till  our  varied  walks  apart 
Began  to  widen,  not  much  at  the  start, 

But  more  and  more,  till  now  our  busy  feet 
Along  the  old  home  track  but  seldom  meet. 

Our  father’s  only  sister  has  a claim 

That  I should  take  her  hand  and  speak  her  name. 

Aunt  Mary,  gentle  woman,  bearing  trace 
So  much  of  grandmother,  in  form  and  face; 

So  many  other  aunts  and  cousins  all, 

We  cannot  separately  each  otic  call, 

And  so  we  say  to  all  the  rest,  believe 
That  you  our  heartiest  good-will  receive. 

Old  friends  and  neighbors,  all  who  gather  here. 

Receive  our  greetings  that  to  you  we  bear. 

May  every  married  couple  here  to-day 
Live  on  to  celebrate  in  such  a way 
Their  golden  wedding;  and  may  every  one, 

Married  or  single,  find  life's  setting  sun 
Shine  on  a spirit  ripened  for  the  rest 
That  waits  beyond  in  mansions  of  the  blest. 
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The  balance  of  the  program  was  then  car- 
ried out,  as  follows : 

Toast:  Durham  and  its  landmarks,  Paug  and 

Totoket  mountains,  faithful  sentinels  of  the  Hart  do- 
main, the  boundaries  of  our  youthful  visions,  shutting 
out  the  great  mysterious  world ; in  winter  dazzling  in, 
snowy  mantles  and  glistening  diamonds,  in  spring 
clothed  in  soft  verdure,  fragrant  with  bloom,  joyous 
with  music  of  forest  birds,  in  summer  a cool  retreat 
under  their  overhanging  shadows,  in  autumn  gorgeous 
with  color,  alive  with  the  sound  of  the  whirring  part- 
ridge, the  chattering  squirrel,  and  the  bark  of  the  hunt- 
er's dog. 

Response:  Song. 

Written  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Hart  Camp. 

This  is  our  home,  our  native  home, 

Though  poor  and  rough  the  soil — 

The  home  of  many  a noble  Hart, 

The  land  of  care  and  toil ; 

Her  rivers  and  her  rocks  we’ll  love, 

Till  death  our  quick  blood  stills ; 

For  Cochinchaug,  Hurrah  ! Hurrah  ! 

With  her  woods  and  vales  and  rills. 

Chorus:  Hurrah  for  old  Totoket, 

With  its  green  and  lofty  hills; 

Hurrah  for  grand  old  rocky  Paug, 

With  its  green  and  lofty  hills. 

Shall  not  this  old  ancestral  home, 

For  Puritan  service  given, 

With  pride  step  forth  and  take  her  place, 

With  the  brightly  golden  leaven? 

Then  for  these  Harts,  whose  rising  fame 
Our  farthest  boundary  fills, 

We’ll  shout  and  sing  for  Cochinchaug, 

With  her  woods  and  vales  and  rills. 

One  has  sought  the  Western  clime ; 

He  says  ’tis  passing  fair, 

That  sunny  are  its  deep  blue  skies, 

And  soft  its  balmy  air ; 

We’ll  linger  round  our  childhood  home, 

Till,  aye.  our  warm  blood  chills, 

Then  we’ll  rest  in  old  New  England, 

And  sleep  beneath  her  hills. 

Toast:  The  Golden  Chain,  1828-1878. 

Response,  by  Rev.  A.  C.  Dennison : The  past,  the 

present  and  the  future.  The  past  bound  to  the  pres- 
ent by  a golden  chain ; its  links  forged  with  honesty 
and  integrity.  May  it  reach  forward  to  the  future  in 
a constant  looking  to  the  recompense  of  reward  to  be 
received  when  it  shall  be  snapped  asunder  here,  to  be 
welded  again  within  the  gates  of  the  Golden  City. 

After  appropriate  remarks  prompted  by  the 
events,  and  association  and  surroundings  of 
the  hour,  the  speaker  closed  in  these  poetic 
words : 


The  tireless  steeds  of  Father  Time 

Their  fiftieth  round  have  run 

Since  he  has  seen  this  chain  entwined, 

Two  loving  (hearts)  Harts  in  one; 

Joined  by  no  fragile,  irksome  bond, 

But  by  the  chain  of  love ; 

A chain  so  bright  and  strong  that  nought 
But  death  can  e’er  remove. 

The  damp  of  all  these  fifty  years 
Has  rusted  not  this  chain; 

The  shocks  that  so  much  else  have  rent, 

Have  rent  it  not  in  twain ; 

Brighter  and  brighter  year  by  year 
Its  golden  lustre  shines ; 

Closer  and  closer  round  these  hearts 
Its  welcome  coils  it  twines. 

What  strange  mutations  have  there  been, 

In  customs,  church  and  state, 

Between  that  former  wedding  scene 
And  this  of  seventy-eight. 

The  bride  and  bridegroom,  then  fair-haired,. 

Now  wear  a crown  of  gray, 

And  but  a few  that  wedding  shared 
Can  share  in  this  to-day. 

And  while  with  heartfelt  joy  we  greet 
These  earthly  friends  we  love, 

We’ll  not  forget  dear  Frank,  who’s  gone 
To  join  the  throng  above. 

’Twill  not  be  long  before  our  names 
Are  numbered  with  the  dead. 

Who  of  us  here  will  walk  the  earth 
When  fifty  years  have  sped? 

Toast:  The  New  Connecticut,  the  adopted  home- 

of  members  of  the  family. 

Response,  by  William  Lewis  Hart,  resident  of 
Brighton,  Ohio. 

Toast:  The  Old  Homestead.  Located  near  the 

ancestral  home  of  the  Harts,  humble  in  appearance, 
rural  in  location,  cherished  for  its  childhood  memories, 
its  green  fields,  beautiful  mountain  slopes;  a fountain 
of  health  with  its  pure  water  and  bracing  mountain 
air ; framed  by  the  cedar  and  hemlock — may  it  to-day 
and  in  the  future  be  to  us  an  asylum,  where  we  can 
flee  from  the  care  of  life,  and  gather  new  strength  from 
its  pure  air,  feast  on  its  beautiful  scenery,  and  enjoy 
its  quiet  and  rest. 

Response:  Song,  The  Old  House  at  Home. 

Come,  sire  and  children,  all  unite 
In  words  of  Hart-y  cheer ; 

While  friends  and  neighbors  we  invite, 

To  sing  of  this  golden  year; 

O chain  of  love!  O links  of  gold! 

That  have  the  years  defied, 

And  still  in  happy  bondage  hold 
The  old  man  and  his  bride. 

Once  golden  locks  are  silvery  white, 

Their  steps  have  feebler  grown, 

Though  fifty  years  have  dimmed  the  sight,. 

The  heart  has  held  its  own; 

O chain  of  love!  O links  of  gold! 

That  time  could  not  divide, 

Lias  kept  through  changes  manifold 
The  old  man  and  his  bride. 
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That  sweet  June  day  with  roses  bright, 
In  eighteen  twenty-eight, 

Still  sheds  o’er  us  its  golden  light 
In  eighteen  seventy-eight; 

0 fifty  years!  O links  of  gold! 

0 marriage  true  and  tried, 

That  binds  with  tenderness  untold 
The  old  man  and  his  bride. 

Four  sturdy  sons,  the  father’s  pride, 
Harts  worthy  of  the  name ; 

Five  daughters,  too,  who  near  reside, 
Nine  links  of  the  golden  chain; 
Grandchildren  fair,  “We  are  but  seven;” 
One  on  the  other  side, 

Waits  at  the  golden  gate  of  Heaven 
For  the  old  man  and  his  bride. 


and  sly  Charles  were  made  captives ; the  hard-times 
apron  in  which  mischievous  Lewis  crept;  the  dark 
closet  where  Kate  and  Fred  pouted  and  repented;  the 
long  evenings  doing  out  sums;  sliding  down-hill  moon- 
light nights ; corn-huskings ; parties  where  the  rosy 
cheeked  girls  grew  more  rosy  all  the  evening;  the  old 
South  Church  where  from  nine  to  eleven  of  us  arrived 
one  hour  late ; the  horse  sheds  where  the  boys  some- 
times played  Sunday  noons : your  bright  days  are  over, 
but  memory  clings  to  those  days  long  past  as  the  hap- 
piest portion  of  life. 

Response,  song,  The  Old  Oaken  Bucket. 

Toast:  The  Soldiers  of  the  Harts.  May  the  ris- 

ing generations  be  as  loyal,  brave  and  ready  to  defend 
their  country  as  their  ancestors  have  been. 


We  give  you  joy,  dear,  loving  friends, 

The  heartiest  we  can  say ; 

For  when  this  weary  journey  ends 
There  still  is  a golden  day ; 

O land  of  rest!  O streets  of  gold! 

O love  beatified — 

Joined  in  a brighter  home,  behold 
The  old  man  and  his  bride. 

Toast:  The  Samuels.  Numerous,  venerable,  hon- 

orable, may  the  name  never  die  out,  but  the  last  repre- 
sentatives embody  the  honors  and  virtues  of  their  an- 
cestors. 


Response:  Song,  Uncle  Sam’s  Farm. 


Toast:  Our  Ancestors.  Being  among  the  earliest 

! settlers  of  New  England,  foremost  among  the  colonists 
in  planting  towns  and  establishing  churches  and  schools, 
patriotic  in  the  defense  of  their  country,  numerous  in 
the  armies  of  1777  and  1862,  influential  in  the  councils 
of  state,  honored  in  the  humbler  walks  of  life,  may  we 
ever  cherish  their  memories  and  with  an  earnest  zeal 
practice  their  virtues. 

Response , by  Franklin  H.  Hart,  song,  Landing  of 
the  Pilgrims. 

Toast:  The  Marys  of  the  Harts.  The  first  Mary 
of  the  American  soil,  born  about  1640,  numbered  in 
eight  generations,  making  sixty-two  in  all,  fifteen  of 
these  being  mothers  of  one  hundred  and  five  children, 
represented  here  to-day  by  the  sixth  and  seventh  gen- 
erations ; may  the  former  ever  live  in  our  memories 
as  the  noble  gem  of  the  old  Puritan  stock,  and  may 
the  latter  live  to  emulate  the  example  of  the  noble 
first. 

j Response,  Mrs.  Mary  Barnes,  the  only  sister  of 
! Mr.  Hart  and  the  honored  representative  of  the  sixth 
! generation  of  Mary  Ilarts. 

| My  Friends : 

I thank  you  for  the  thought  that  I may  ever  live 
in  your  memory  as  the  representative  of  the  sixth 
I generation  of  the  name  of  Mary.  May  the  germ  of 
the  sixth  be  greatly  improved  in  the  superior  talents 
and  culture  of  the  Mary  of  the  seventh  generation,  and 
become  noble  in  the  Mary  qf  the  eighth. 

Toast:  Our  Childhood  Days.  Happy,  happy, 

early  life,  whose  first  recollections  embrace  the  old 
wooden  cradle,  a smooth  rocker  to  Elizabeth  but  a 
joltcr  to  Alice;  the  standing  stool  where  spunky  May 


Response,  by  Frederick  J.  Hart. 

Toast,  The  Hart  Nine. 

Response,  by  Charles  E.  Hart. 

The  evening  closed  with  the  “Golden 
Wedding  Poem,’’  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Camp- 

Golden  Wedding. 

As  friends  and  children,  we  have  come 
From  other  scenes  away 
To  keep  in  this  dear,  happy  home, 

This  golden  wedding  day. 

O favored  home,  O welcome  day! 

To  hope  and  memory  dear, 

What  golden  halos  crown  the  scene 
We  see  before  us  here! 

For  half  a.  hundred  gliding  years 
Old  Coginchaug  has  run, 

Since  two  bright  streams  of  youthful  life, 

Here  blended  into  one — 

One  peaceful,  pure,  refreshing  stream. 

Like  Silva’s  brook  that  flowed, 

To  bless  and  cheer  in  hope  and  fear 
Fast  by  the  courts  of  God. 

And  still  for  many  a golden  year 
May  that  stream  gently  flow. 

Branches  and  branchlets  running  near 
And  golden  sands  below ! 

Long  may  it  here  still  bless  and  cheer. 

Until  at  length  it  meets 
And  mingles  with  the  stream  of  life 
That  laves  the  golden  streets! 

Still,  Father,  guide  this  groom  and  bride, 
Through  all  the  way  they  go ; 

And  may  their  peaceful  eventide 
A golden  sunset  show. 

And  as  their  sun  at  length  goes  down, 

When  life’s  long  day  is  o’er. 

May  it  then  rise  in  brighter  skies, 

To  sink  and  set  no  more. 

Thus  closed  the  most  enjoyable  social 
event  of  the  home  life,  and  the  last  general 
gathering  of  the  whole  Hart  family.  On  \u- 
gust  9,  1878,  the  Wallingford  tornado  visited 
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the  home,  uprooting  all  the  fruit  trees,  and 
doing  considerable  damage  to  the  buildings. 
A number  of  the  family  were  visiting  there  at 
the  time,  but  all  providentially  escaped  injury. 
At  one  time  the  fury  of  the  tornado  was  so 
great  that  the  destruction  of  the  house  and 
other  buildings  seemed  inevitable,  but  it  proved 
a tower  of  strength  and  withstood  its  power. 

Early  in  Mjarch,  1879,  Mr.  Hart  was  strick- 
en with  pneumonia,  and  after  struggling  eight 
days  with  the  dread  disease  he  died  on  Monday 
night,  March  10  th,  at  ten  o’clock,  aged 
seventy-two  years,  ten  months,  fourteen  days. 
Peaceful  in  his  last  hours,  his  passing  away 
was  like  falling  quietly  into  a deep,  refreshing 
sleep.  The  funeral  was  held  Thursday,  Mjarch 
13,  1879,  at  the  old  home  and  the  South  Con- 
gregational Church,  from  whence  he  was  laid 
at  rest  in  the  churchyard  by  his  four  sons  and 
two  sons-in-law ; his  was  the  first  open  grave 
in  the  family  burial  lot.  The  funeral  was  at- 
tended by  Rlev.  C.  E.  Baldwin,  who  thus  wrote 
.an  absent  member  of  the  family  o i the  funeral 
and  of  the  life  of  the  departed  : 

“It  Was  mjy  mournful  privilege  to  minister 
at  the  funeral  of  your  father. 

“After  reading  a few  scripture  selections, 
making  brief  remarks  and  offering  prayer  at  the 
house,  a hymn  was  sung. 

“I  could  but  give  ‘brief  expression  to  my 
feelings  of  sorrow  at  the  great  change  his 
death  makes  in  your  home.  How  many  tender 
memories  are  recalled ! How  sweet  life  has 
been  in  that  dear  spot ! How  delightful  to  go 
back  again  front;  wherever  you  might  have 
been ! How  you  will  miss  him ! How 
sad  to  think  he  must  be  carried  out  never  to 
return.  Yet  how  many  things  to  be  grate- 
ful for  ! How  long  he  has  been  spared  ! How 
peaceful  he  was  in  his  death ! Hbw  much  he 
has  done  to  make  the  memories  of  him  always 
pleasant ! 

“The  mleeting  house  was  filled  full  of  peo- 
ple who  came  to  testify  their  appreciation  of 
his  worth.  I took  as  the  basis  of  some  re- 
marks : ‘And  devout  men  carried  Stephen  to 

his  burial  and  mlade  great  lamentations  over 
him;’  Acts  viii,  2.  ' 

“ ‘The  children  of  Israel  wept  for  Moses 
In  the  plains  of  Moab  thirty  days;  we  mourn 
the  loss  of  good  men,  their  presence,  their 
counsels,  their  prayers,  their  material  aid. 
To-day  we  feel  that  a trained  warrior  has 
fallen  from  the  ranks.  A faithful  witness  has 


been  taken  from  his  post.,  A light  of  the 
earth  is  quenched.  The  voice  we  often  heard 
in  prayer  is  silent  now,.  The  hand  that  opened 
in  charity  lies  mouldering  in  the  dust.  A pillar 
of  this  earthly  temple  has  been  wrenched  from 
its  place.  None  of  us  liveth  to  himself  and 
none  dieth  to  himself  alone.  Well  may  we 
mourn,  therefore,  when  an  active  and  influen- 
tial Christian  dies. 

“ ‘It  is  a loss  to  the  church.  It  is  a loss  to 
society.  It  is  a loss  to  the  world.  We  feel 
that  he  cannot  be  spared.  Such  a loss  we  feel 
has  fallen  upon  us  now. 

“ ‘Early  in  life  he  and  his  wife  united  with 
the  church  which  worshiped  near  this  site.  Ac- 
tive in  its  works,  he  was  chosen  deacon  of  this 
church  November  26,  1853.  As  such  he  has 
truly  made  a good  report.  His  death  is  felt 
as  an  irreparable  loss  by  the  church.  He  has 
been  all  his  life  an  active  and  useful  man  in 
all  good  causes.  He  tried  to  do  his  whole 
duty  as  a Christian  citizen.  He  had 
a most  successful  life  in  all  that  makes  true  suc- 
cess. He  was  happy  in  his  family,  being 
tenderly  loved  by  them,  all.  He  lived  to  see 
them  all  in  the  church.  He  was  happy  in  the 
love  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He 
was  happy  in  the  love  of  the  church.  He  was 
not  rich  in  this  world’s  goods,  but  all  feel  that 
he  was  rich  toward  God. 

“ ‘We  can  but  pray  that  his  mantle  may 
fall  upon  some  one  else,  he  being  dead,  yet 
speaketh.  He  has  left  a heritage  of  great  1 
value — a goodly  life  and  a good  name. 

“ ‘This  useful,  active,  good  man  died  like  j 
one  who  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch  about 
him  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams.’ 

* * * * «gy  }qs  ]jfe  alone. 

Gracious  and  sweet,  the  better  way  was  shown.” 

f 1 

The  children  born  to*  William  Augustus 
Hart  and  his  wife,  Sally  Maria,  were:  Eliza-  | 
beth  Amelia,  born  in  the  ancestral  horrie  of  the  j I 
Harts,  M'ay  17,  1831,  and  in  the  house  Mr. 

Hart  built  were  born  the  other  eight,  as  fol- 
lows: Franklin  Henry,  April  29,  1834;  Mjary 
Eliza,  July  10,  1836;  William  Lewis,  December 
28,  (1838;  Ellen  Maria,  March  n,  1841; 
Charles  Edgar,  April  2,  1843  1 Frederick  Jones, 
February  26.  1845  ! Catherine  Saloam,  August 
19,  1847;  Alice  Louise,  April  19,  1852.  (1) 

Elizabeth  A.  married  Charles  E.  Camp,  of 
Middlefield,  Conn.  (3)  Mary  E.  is  deceased. 

(4)  William  Lewis  is  a resident  of  Brighton, 
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Ohio.  He  served  as  a private  in  the  First  Con- 
necticut Heavy  Artillery  during  the  Civil  war. 
(5)  Ellen  M.  married  Isaac  Hall,  of  Walling- 
ford, and  both  are  deceased.  (6)  Charles  E. 
enlisted  August  2,  1862,  in  Company  I,  Fif- 
teenth Connecticut  Volunteers,  and  took,  part 
in  the  first  battle  of  Fredericksburg  and  the 
siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.  He  was  promoted  July 
31,  1864,  tO'  first  lieutenant,  and  assigned  to 
Company  E,  One  Hundred  Ninth  United 
States  Colored  Troops;  saw  active  service  in 
the  mountain  region  of  eastern  Kentucky  and 
in  the  Army  of  the  James,  in  Virginia,  under 
Gen.  B.  F.  Butler;  organized  in  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Army  Corps ; took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Petersburg  and  the  final  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee 
and  his  army  at  Appomattox;  promoted  to 
captain  on  the  field  of  Petersburg;  did  duty  in 
Texas  for  nine  months  after  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Louisville,  Ky., 
February  24,  1866.  (7)  Frederick  J.  is  now 

a resident  of  Joplin,  MU.  He  enlisted  when 
seventeen  years  of  age,  March  19,  1862,  in  the 
First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  re-enlisted 
March  22,  1864,  at  Arlington,  Va.,  and  was 
mustered  out  at  Louisville,  K_v.,  March  26, 
1866.  He  was  promoted  to-  second  lieutenant, 
One  Hundred  Ninth  United  States  Colored 
Troops,  on  the  field  at  Bermuda  Hundred. 
During  his  service  he  participated  in  the  siege 
of  Yorktown,  battles  of  Hanover  Court  House, 
Seven  Pines,  Gaines  Mills,  Chickahominy, 
Malvern  Hill,  siege  of  Petersburg,  and  engage- 
ments at  Hatches  Run  and  Appomattox.  (8) 
Catherine  S.  lives  in  Durham,  Conn.  (9) 
Alice  L.  is  an  artist,  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

As  an  appropriate  closing  of  this  sketch, 
vve  quote  Mr.  Hjart’s  own  words,  from-  his 
manuscript  written  in  March,  1832,  entitled 
‘The  Poor  Man's  Hymn”  : 

As  much  have  I of  worldly  good 
As  e’er  my  Master  had ; 

I diet  on  as  dainty  food, 

And  am  as  richly  clad. 

Though  plain  my  garb,  though  scant  my  board, 

As  Mary’s  son  and  nature’s  Lord. 

The  manger  was  his  infant’s  bed, 

His  home  the  mountain  cave; 

He  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head, 

He  borrowed  e’en  his  grave. 

Earth  yielded  Him  no  resting  spot, 

Her  Master,  but  she  knew  Him  not. 

As  much  the  world’s  good-will  1 bear, 

Its  favors  and  applause, 

As  He  whose  blessed  name  I bear — 


Hated  without  a cause, 

Despised,  rejected,  mocked  by  pride. 

Betrayed,  forsaken,  crucified. 

Why  should  I court  my  Master’s  foe. 

Why  should  I fear  its  frown? 

Why  should  I seek  for  rest  below, 

Or  sigh  for  brief  renown? 

A pilgrim  to  a better  land, 

An  heir  of  joys  at  God’s  right  hand. 

FRANKLIN  HENRY  HART  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Durham,  on  the  farm  which 
has  been  in  the  family  since  the  time  of  Rtev. 
Joseph  Eliot,  granted  by  special  act  of  the 
General  Court  of  Connecticut,  in  1698,  to 
Mary  Eliot,  his  great-great-grandmother.  His 
literary  training  was  received  in  the  public 
schools  of  Durham,  and  his  first  business  ven- 
ture, at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  was  the 
peddling  of  charcoal.  At  sixteen  he  attended 
the  first  organization  of  the  State  Normal 
School,  in  New  Britain,  where  he  was  a 
student  for  two  terms,  in  1849-50.  He  had 
fitted  himself  for  teaching,  but  before  he  could 
obtain  a school  had  to  pass  an  examination, 
which  was  conducted  by  nine  residents  of  the 
town,  including  the  minister.  One  very  im- 
portant qualification  of  a teacher  in  that  dis- 
trict w;as  the  ability  to  make  pens  from  quills 
furnished  by  the  examiners.  The  use  of  steel 
pens  was  strictly  prohibited,  the  pupils  bring- 
ing the  quills,  and  the  teacher  with  his  pocket- 
knife  converting  them  into  pens.  In  1851  Mr. 
Flart  taught  a district  school  in  Middlefield, 
continuing  to  teach  for  two  winters  in  the 
South  End  District  in  Durham.  In  1854  he 
became  associated  with  H.  H.  Strong  in  busi- 
ness in  New  Haven,  where  he  remained  until 
Mhrch,  1856.  About  this  time  the  trouble 
in  Kansas  regarding  slavery  was  attracting  at- 
tention from  all  over  the  United  States.  The 
Abolition  element  in  Connecticut  was  active, 
and  in  order  to  stimulate  that  side  of  the  con- 
troversy a colony  was  formed  at  New  Haven 
for  migration  to  Kansas.  The  meeting  to 
organize  this  colony  was  held  in  the  North 
Church,  New  Haven,  Mtarch  20,  1856.  Henry 
Ward  Beecher  made  a stirring  address,  and 
after  he  had  concluded  it  was  announced  that 
while  the  party  was  well  fitted  to  dig  and  plow, 
it  was  not  in  shape  to  fight.  Prof.  Silliman 
of  Yale  arose,  and  in  a short  speech  urged  the 
furnishing  of  the  colonists  with  guns,  so  that 
they  could  do  something  for  freedom,  as  well 
as  for  the  building  up  of  prosperity  on  the 
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plains.  He  ended  by  subscribing  $25  for  the 
purchase  of  a Sharps  rifle.  Others  followed 
his  example,  and  in  a short  time  half  of  the 
colonists  had  been  provided  with  weapons  for 
either  offense  or  defense.  Mr.  Beecher,  then 
at  the  zenith  of  his  power,  again  took  the 
rostrum:,  and  in  a magnetic  speech  gave  his 
blessing  to  the  new  plan,  and  promised  that  if 
the  colonists  could  get  half  enough  rifles  there 
he  would  promise  that  his  church  would 
furnish  the  remainder.  In  a few  days  he  sent 
the  company  the  required  number  of  guns, 
over  $600  having  been  subscribed  by  his  par- 
ishioners for  the  purpose,  and  along  with  the 
guns  cam;e  a Bible  and  hymn  book  for  every 
member  of  the  party.  In  the  party  were 
doctors,  lawyers,  mechanics,  teachers,  and 
preachers,  and  on  March  29,  1856,  they 

marched  out  of  New  Haven,  as  splendid  a 
party  of  men  as  ever  gathered  for  the  coloniza- 
tion of  the  West.  With  them  went  the  words 
of  Mr.  Beecher  as  he  wrote  them  from  his 
.study  in  Brooklyn,  as  he  sent  the  rifles : 

Let  these  arms  hang  above  your  doors  as  the 
old  Revolutionary  muskets  do  in  many  a New  Eng- 
land dwelling.  May  your  children  in  another  gen- 
eration look  upon  them  with  pride  and  say,  “Our 
fathers’  courage  saved  this  land  from  blood  and  slavery.” 
Every  morning’s  breeze  shall  catch  the  blessing  of  our 
prayers  and  roll  them  westward  to  your  prairie  homes. 
May  your  sons  be  as  large  hearted  as  the  heavens  above 
their  heads.  May  your  daughters  fill  the  land  as  the 
flowers  do  the  prairies,  only  sweeter,  fairer  than  they. 
You  will  not  need  to  use  arms  when  it  is  known  that 
you  have  them.  It  is  the  essence  of  slavery  to  be 
arrogant  before  the  weak  and  cowardly  before  the 
strong. 

One  of  these  historic  Sharps  rifles,  which 
did  service  against  armed  invasion  of  the  slave 
power,  is  treasured  by  Mr.  Hart  as  a factor  in 
making  Kansas  a free  State,  and  the  first  gun 
fired  in  the  preliminary  skirmish  of  the  Civil 
war. 

Mr.  Hart  was  a member  of  the  colony 
which  was  under  Charles  B.  Lines,  and  settled 
at  Wpbaunsee,  Kans.  Mr.  Hart  remained  in 
Kansas  until  the  fall  of  1859,  excepting  during 
a period  of  about  seven  months,  in  the  winter 
of  1858-59,  when  he  taught  school  at  Camp 
Point,  111.  He  returned  to  Connecticut  in  the 
fall  of  1859,  and  again  associated  himiself  in 
business  with  Mr.  Strong,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  one  of  the  reliable  business  men  of 
New  Haven,  one  whose  integrity  is  unques- 
tioned, and  whose  success  has  been  merited. 
In  1872  be  became  associated  in  the  wholesale 


provision  business,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Strong,  Barnes,  Hart  & Co. 

On  December  24,  i860,  at  Durham,  Mr. 
Hart  Was  united  in  marriage  with  Adaline 
Jackson,  a daughter  of  John  Jackson,  and  they 
have  had  one  son,  Horace  Sedgwick,  who  was 
born  August  30,  1864,  and  is  a brilliant  young 
man.  He  graduated  from  Yale  in  1887,  studied 
medicine  in  the  College  of  Physicians  & Sur- 
geons, New  York,  graduating  in  1893,  spent 
two  years  in  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  began  prac- 
tice in  1896,  in  Cambridge,  N.  Y.  At  Ttarry- 
town,  N.  Y.,  he  married  Amy  Richards,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Gertrude  Richards 
and  Franklin  Jackson.  Mr.  and  M|rs.  Hart 
are  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer. 

He  was  for  a number  of  years  a member  of, 
the  society’s  comlmittee  and  its  chairman. 

Franklin  H.  Hart  is  a member  of  Wooster 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  M. ; of  the  Sons  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution ; and  of  the  Union  League. 

He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Republi- 
can League,  which  was  organized  on  the  de- 
feat of  James  G.  Blaine,  with  three  hundred 
members.  His  connection  with  civic  affairs 
has  been  notable  in  town  and  city.  In  1879 
and  1880  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of 
selectmen,  and  it  was  during  this  period  that 
Fair  Haven  was  annexed  to  New  Haven,  and 
the  town  line  extended,  taking  in  the  entire 
east  shore  of  New'  Haven  Harbor  to  and  in-  : 
eluding  Southend.  From  1881  to  1891  he  was  1 
a member  ol  the  board  of  police  commission-  | 
ers  during  which  period  was  introduced  the  ; 
Gamew'ell  Police  Telephone  and  Signal  Sys- 
tem; also  the  patrol  wagon  and  ambulance.  It 
was  in  1889  that  the  Veteran  Reserve  Grade 
pension  act  and  Reserve  fund  in  police  depart-  ; 
rrtent  were  established.  In  the  inauguration  j 
of  all  these  plans  and  devices  Mr.  Hart  took  ' 
a prominent  part.  While  a member  of  this 
board  he  was  presented  with  a valuable  watch,  j , 
as  a testimonial  of  the  regard  in  which  he  was  1 
held  by  the  citizens  of  New  Haven. 

Mr.  Hart  is  one  of  the  well  known  citizens 
of  his  city,  and  has  made  life  a success.  While 
well  along  toward  threescore  and  ten,  he  is 
active  in  mind  and  body — a man  of  regular 
habits,  as  his  well-preserved  physical  condi- 
tion will  attest.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  and  suc- 
cessful amateur  photographer,  and  during  his 
travels  has  collected  a vast  number  of  interest- 
ing views  with  his  camera,  his  collection  of 
Cuban,  Jamaican  and  Mexican  views  being  es- 
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pecially  interesting,  and,  to  no  small  extent, 
instructive,  as  they  embrace  many  photographs 
which  a student  of  sociology  would  consider 
rare  and  extremely  valuable.  While  he  has  been 
actively  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  city 
of  his  adoption,  his  birthplace  has  not  been 
neglected  or  forgotten.  The  old  homestead  is 
still  maintained,  and,  although  unoccupied  by 
any  of  the  Hart  family,  its  associations  are 
dear  to  them;  all,  and  frequent  visits  are  made 
to  this  loved  spot.  Interest  is  also  taken  in 
the  affairs  of  Durham,  especially  in  preserving 
and  beautifying  its  cemeteries,  Mr.  Hart  being 
a trustee  of  the  Durham  Cemetery  Association. 
He  was  also  active  in  the  building  of  the  Dur- 
ham! Memorial  Public  Library,  dedicated  and 
presented  to  the  town  August  14,  1902. 

His  contributions  to  this  object  were  in  re- 
m|emfbrance  of  his  father,  William  Augustus 
Hart,  who  represented  the  advanced  thought 
and  activity  of  his  time  in  promoting 
the  education  of  the  young,  and  of  his  sister, 
Mary  E.  Hart,  a successful  teacher  in  early  life, 
later  eminent  as  an  artist,  notable  for  her  violet 
productions.  The  dearest  spot  on  earth  to-day 
is  the  “old  Mountain  Home"  of  the  Hart 
family. 
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SAMUEL  HART  PRATT,  a well-known 
citizen  of  Old  Saybrook,  is  a worthy  repres- 
entative of  a family  that  has  been  honored  and 
respected  in  New  England  for  two  hundred 
and  fifty  years.  Lieut.  William  Pratt,  the  re- 
mote ancestor  of  the  Saybrook  Pratts,  proba- 
bly came  with  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  to 
what  is  now  Cambridge,  Mass.,  in  1633.  Three 
years  later  he  moved  to  Hartford,  where  he 
became  one  of  the  notabilities  of  the  first  age. 
Elizabeth  Clark,  his  wife,  was  the  daughter  of 
John  Clark,  the  first  settler  of  that  name  in 
Saybrook,  where  the  family  was  well  estab- 
lished. Lieut.  Pratt  attended  the  General 
Court  for  the  twenty-third  and  last  time  at 
Hartford,  May  9,  1678,  and  died  at  Saybrook. 

The  line  of  descent  is  as  follows : ( 1 ) 

John,  (2)  Isaac,  (3)  Humphrey,  (4)  Humph- 
rey (2),  (5)  George,  (6)  Gilbert  and  (7) 
Samuel  PI. 

George  Pratt  the  grandfather  of  Samuel 
H.,  was  a native  of  Saybrook,  where  he  died 
December  19,  1843,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six. 
Sally  Murdock,  his  wife,  was  early  called  away, 
dying  January  6.  1824.  Mr.  Pratt  was  a mer- 
chant, engaged  in  the  West  Indies  trade,  and 


had  a store  at  Saybrook  Point.  The  firm  of 
Pratt  & Hart  had  a wide  reputation. 

Mr.  Pratt  in  his  later  business  years  moved 
his  store  from  the  Point  into  the  building 
which  stood  on  the  corner  next  to  the  old  tav- 
ern. At  his  death  he  left  an  estate  of  $180,000. 
He  died  in  the  house  which  was  built  for  a 
tavern  by  his  father,  Humphrey,  in  which  it 
is  said  that  Lafayette  spent  a night.  This 
house  is  still  standing  in  a good  state  of  pres- 
ervation and  is  owned  by  Samuel  H.  Pratt. 
Mr.  Pratt  and  his  wife  were  parents  to  the  fol- 
lowing children : George,  born  in  1807 ; Hor- 
atio, who  died  in  Westbrook  in  1843;  Charles, 
who  died  young;  a son  who  died  in  infancy; 
Sarah  B.,  who  died  in  January,  1814,  a year- 
old  infant;  Edward,  born  March  10,  1815; 
Gilbert,  born  January  14,  1818,  died  February 
17,  1874. 

Gilbert  Pratt,  the  father  of  Samuel  H.,  was 
probably  born  in  the  old  tavern,  and  he  spent 
his  youth  and  early  manhood  in  Saybrook. 
When  he  had  attained  man's  estate,  he  went 
into  his  father’s  store,  and  continued  the  busi- 
ness for  a short  time  after  the  death  of  the 
latter,  when  he  sold  out.  Following  the  natu- 
ral bent  of  his  mind,  he  bought  three  hundred 
acres  of  land,  which  is  the  present  site  of  the 
hotel  and  cottages  at  Fenwick,  and  engaged 
very  extensively  in  farming.  He  owned  a 
wharf  from  which  he  was  accustomed  to  ship 
yearly  more  than  a hundred  tons  of  hay,  as 
well  as  great  quantities  of  produce.  Very  suc- 
cessful in  his  business  enterprises,  he  accumu- 
lated a considerable  fortune,  and  lived  retired 
for  some  years  before  his  death. 

On  April  14,  1839,  Gilbert  Pratt  was  mar- 
ried to  Sarah  Pratt,  who  was  born  May  27, 
1820,  a daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Pratt, 
she  died  June  15,  1852.  She  was  descended 
also  from  Lieut.  William  Pratt,  and  her  line  is 
as  follows:  (1)  Lieut.  William,  (2)  John, 

(3)  Isaac,  (4)  Timothy,  (5)  Timothy  (2), 
(6)  Timothy (3),  and(  7)  William,  her  father. 

Gilbert  Pratt  was  married,  second,  May  18, 
1858,  to  Elizabeth  Pratt,  a sister  of  his  first 
wife.  To  the  first  marriage  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing family:  Edward,  born  December  17, 

1840,  died  November  13.  1865;  Samuel  Hart; 
Charles  E.,  born  October  9,  1845,  March 
30,  1866;  and  William  born  August  22.  1849, 
died  January  11,  1851.  To  the  second  mar- 
riage no  children  were  born. 


480 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Samuel  Hart  Pratt  was  born  in  the  old 
tavern,  August  19,  1843,  and  received  his  pri- 
mary education  in  his  native  town,  and  for 
seven  years  attended  Miss  Woods’  Boarding- 
School  at  Say'brook.  He  was  a student  in  the 
Saybrook  Academy,  when  it  was  taught  by 
Henry  Sanford  and  a Mr.  McCall,  and  also  at- 
tended a private  school  which  was  taught  by 
the  Congregational  minister.  He  was  given 
a good  education,  and  was  well  prepared  for 
the  active  and  busy  life,  which  he  has  had. 

On  November  25,  1872,  Mr.  Pratt  was 
married  to  Mary  Spencer,  a daughter  of 
Charles  C.  Spencer,  and  a niece  of  D.  C.  Spen- 
cer both  men  of  considerable  standing  in  Say- 
brook.  To  Mr.  Pratt  and  his  wife  have  come 
the  following  children : Gilbert,  born  March 

28,  1874,  was  educated  at  the  Morgan  Acad- 
emy, the  high  school  and  the  Omaha  High 
School,  and  for  the  past  five  years  has  been 
an  employe  of  Lawrence  & Company,  in  New 
York;  Sarah,  born  January  11,  1877;  Edith 
Spencer,  born  December  23,  1879.  For  a num- 
ber of  years  Mr.  Pratt  was  employed  in  the 
store  of  T.  C.  Acton,  Jr.,  but  since  the  death  of 
his  mother  has  devoted  himself  to  the  care  of 
the  family  estate.  In  politics  he  is  an  active 
Democrat,  and  from  time  to  time  has  been 
called  on  to  fill  a number  of  local  offices.  Dur- 
ing the  two  terms  of  President  Cleveland  he 
served  as  Postmaster,  and  for  nine  years  he 
was  assistant  postmaster  with  T.  C.  Acton,  and 
for  two  years  with  James  Treadway,  making 
nineteen  years  in  the  postal  service.  For  nine 
years  he  has  served  as  selectman,  and  has  also 
filled  the  offices  of  assessor  and  auditor  of  the 
town.  Mrs.  Pratt  and  daughters  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  Mr. 
Pratt  is  a regular  attendant. 

CHARLES  SCHONDORF  (deceased) 
was  in  his  lifetime  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county.  He 
was  in  every  respect  a self-made  man,  rising 
from  humble  circumstances  to  a commanding- 
position,  and  leaving  a large  estate.  He  is  re- 
membered as  a man  of  honorable  and  upright 
character. 

Mr.  Schondorf  was  born  in  New  York 
City  in  1841.  His  father  was  born  in  Saxony, 
Germany,  and  his  mother  in  what  was  then 
the  French  province)  of  Alsace-Lorraine.. 
Charles  was  the  only  son  born  to  his  parents. 


His  elder  sister  went  South  during  the  Civil 
war  as  a nurse,  and  died  there.  His  other 
sister,  Sarah,  is  now  Mrs.  Schondelmeir,  of 
New  York.  The  mother  was  twice  married 
and  had  children  by  both  husbands. 

Charles  Schondorf  was  reared  in  his  native 
city,  had  little  schooling,  and  was  put  to  work 
as  a clerk  very  early  in  life.  For  some  time 
he  was  employed  in  the  Washington  market, 
Where  the  M Mermans,  noted  produce  men, 
relatives  of  his,  had  a prosperous  stand.  In 
1870  he  came  to  Middletown,  and  with  his 
savings,  which  at  that  time  amounted  to  about 
three  hundred  dollars,  bought  out  Louis  Deck- 
er, the  husband  of  his  half  sister,  who'  was  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  on  the  corner  of 
South  Main  and  (Warwick  streets.  Mr.  Schon- 
dorf took  hold  of  the  business  with  push  and 
energy,  and  his  prosperity  dates  from  his  ar- 
rival in  this  city. 

Mr.  Schondorf  was  married,  in  1876,  to 
Miss  Maria  W.  Francis,  who  was  born  in 
Providence,  R.  L,  September  10,  1850,  a 
daughter  of  George  W.  and1  Lucy  (Hall)  Fran- 
cis. This  family  has  long  been  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  ocean  trade,  and  has  had  many 
sailors  in  its  various  generations.  George  W. 
Francis  was  a sea-going  man,  as  was  his  father, 
Alexander  Black  Francis,  who  died  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  while  on  a voyage.  Mrs. 
Schondorf  comes  of  old  New  England  stock, 
and  her  ancestors  were  among  the  old  families 
of  the  East.  She  is  the  mjother  of  five  children  : 
Eugene,  born  January  14,  1877,  is  manager 
for  his  mother  in  the  grocery  (from  which  she 
retired  in  1902),  and  real-estate  business; 
Charles  M.  whs  born  December  11,  1879; 
George  W.  died  when  two  years  old ; Lucy 
May  died  at  the  age  of  seven  months.  Robert, 
born  October  10,  1886,  is  still  living. 

Mr.  Schondorf  was  a Republican,  and  fra- 
ternally a Master  Mason,  belonging  to1  St. 
John’s  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.  He  died  June  26, 
1891,  leaving  a large  property.  His  invest- 
ments displayed  excellent  judgment,  and  time 
has  proved  that  he  was  rarely  wrong  on  all 
business  matters.  His  widow  is  a most  excel- 
lent lady. 

CYPRIAN  STRONG  BRAINERD,  Jr., 
one  of  the  successful  men  of  Middlesex  coun- 
ty, Conn.,  is  a descendant  of  Daniel  Brainerd, 
one  of  the  proprietary  settlers  of  the  town  of 
Haddarn,  in  that  county. 
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DWELLING  HOUSE  OF  CYPRIAN  S.  BRAINERD. 

BUILT  IN  1792  BY  JOSIAH  AND  ANSEL  BRAINERD,  NOW  OCCUPIED  AS  THE  SUMMER  HOME  OF 

CYPRIAN  S.  BRAINERD,  JR. 
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(I)  Daniel  Brainerd  was  brought  from 

England  when  eight  years  old  to  Hartford, 
Conn.,  where  he  lived  in  the  'Wyllys  family 
until  he  was  of  age.  He  became  a proprietor 
and  settler  of  Haddam  about  1662,  and  was  a 
prosperous,  influential  and  respected  man,  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  the  town,  and  a deacon 
in  the  church.  He  married,  first,  Hannah 
Spencer,  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  and  after  her  death 
at  Hartford,  November  29,  1698,  Mrs.  Han- 
nah Sexton.  Her  children,  according  to  the 
Brainerd  genealogy,  all  born  to  the  first  mar- 
riage, were:  Daniel,  born  March  2,  1665, 

married  in  1688,  Susanna  Ventres  ; Hannah, 
born  November  20,  1667,  married  Thomas 
Gates;  James,  born  June  2,  1669,  married 

(first)  Deborah  , and  (second) 

Sarah ; Joshua,  born  July  20,  1671 ; 

William,  born  March  30,  1673,  married  De- 
cember 13,  1698,  Sarah  Bidwell;  Caleb,  born 
November  20,  1675,  married  May  1,  1701, 
Elizabeth  Bidwell;  Elijah,  born  in  1677,  mar- 
ried (first)  September  28,  1699,  Mary  Bush- 
nell,  and  (second)  September  6,  1738,  Mar- 
garet   ; and  Hezekiah,  born  in  1680 

81,  married  October  1,  1707,  Dorothy  (Ho- 
bart)  Mason.  The  father  of  this  family  be- 
came the  greatest  land  holder  in  Haddam.  He 
died  April  1,  1715. 

(II)  William  Brainerd,  born  March  30, 

1673,  married  December  13,  1698,  Sarah  Bid- 
well,  and  their  seven  children  were:  Sarah, 

born  March  21,  1700,  married  Gideon  Arnold; 
William,  born  March  20,  1702,  married  Esther 
; Hannah,  born  April  26,  1704,  mar- 
ried William  Smith;  Samuel,  born  July  4, 
1706,  married  Esther  Brainerd;  Chiliab,  born 
October  10,  1708,  married  Abigail  Fiske; 
Josiah,  born  May  4,  1711;  and  Nathan,  born 
November  4,  1713,  married  (first)  October 

25,  1739,  Ruth ; and  (second)  January 

13,  1743,  Sarah  Gates.  William  Brainerd,  the 
father,  lived  on  Haddam  Neck. 

(III)  Josiah  Brainerd,  born  May  4,  1711, 

married  (first)  February  15,  1736,  Sarah , 

and  (second)  September  12,  1738,  Hannab 
Spencer,  and  lived  on  Quarry  Hill  on  Had- 
dam Neck.  He  was  a soldier  in  some  of  the 
Colonial  wars,  and  also  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  with  the  title  of  lieutenant.  He 
was  first  a member  of  the  Church  in  Haddam, 
and  afterward  a member  of  the  church  in  Mid- 
dle Haddam,  having  aided  in  its  formation  in 
1740.  His  children,  all  excepting  the  first, 

31 


were  born  to  the  second  marriage,  and  were : 
Sarah,  born  December  2,  1736,  married  Jere- 
miah Brainerd;  Josiah,  Jr.,  born  August  17, 
1 739  J Chiliab,  born  October  21,  1741,  married 
and  settled  in  New  Hampshire ; Hannah,  born 
April  14,  1743,  never  married;  Ezra,  born  Au- 
gust 17,  1744,  married  (first)  Jerusha  Smith, 
(second)  Bethia  Wilder,  and  (third)  Lucretia 
Post;  Eliphaz,  born  July  5,  1746;  Israel,  born 
February  10,  1748,  married  Widow  Deborah 
Hoyt:  Prudence,  born  January  25,  1750,  mar- 
ried Ebenezer  Foot;  and  Susanna,  born  Oc- 
tober 10.  1751,  married  Aaron  Selden.  The 
father  died  July  8,  1792.  His  first  wife  died 
December  21,  1736,  and  his  second  wife  died 
July  24,  1787. 

(IV)  Josiah  Brainerd,  Jr.,  born  August 
17,  1739,  married  May  21,  1759,  Lois  Hiurl- 
burt,  and  lived  on  Haddam!  Neck,  where  he 
w|as  associated  with  his  brother  Ezra  in  the 
quarry  business.  Their  children  were : Ruth, 
born  January  26,  1760,  died  May  31,  1764; 
Ajnsel,  bom  December  9,  1763;  Lucinda,  born 
July  18,  1765;  Nabby,  baptized  July  31,  1768, 
died  single;  Diadema,  born  July  29,  1770,  died 
when  young;  Josiah,  born  Mlarch  13,  1774; 
and  Chauncey,  born  June  2,  1776. 

(V)  Ansel  Brainerd,  son  of  Josiah,  Jr., 

was  born  December  9,  1763,  and  died  March 
13,  1840.  He  lived  in  the  house  where  now 
his  grandson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  spends 
his  summers  in  Haddam.  This  residence  was 
built  in  1792  by  Josiah,  Jr.,  the  old  ancestral 
home  on  Salmon  river  having  been  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1791.  Ansel  Brainerd  engaged  in 
farming  and  quarrying  on  the  Neck,  where  he 
spent  his  whole  life.  In  1791  he  was  married 
to  Hannah  Dart,  daughter  of  Dr.  Cyrus  and 
Mqry  (Kilborn)  Dart,  of  Chatham,  Conn. 
They  were  the  parents  of  children  as  follows : 
(1)  Roswell,  born  April  28,  1792,  died  No- 
vemlber  21,  1837.  He  married  Laura  Sher- 
man, and  became  the  father  of  Nancy  Sophia, 
Almira  Florida.  Charles  Hurd,  Henry  Stan- 
nard,  Roswell  Colton  and  Laura  Ann.  (2) 
Ansel,  born  May  6,  1794.  died  February  19, 
1885.  He  was  twice  married;  his  first  wife, 
Olivia  Shader,  bore  him:  four  children : Alva 
Shader,  Addison,  Mary  Lavinia  and  Ira 
Shader;  his  second  wife  Sarah  Day,  became 
the  mother  of  the  following:  Olivia,  Harri- 

son, Sarah  Louisa,  Cornelia  Colton.  Anna 
Colton  and  Lucretia  Day.  (3)  Laura,  born 
February  19,  1797,  died  January  18,  1884. 
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She  miarried  Alva  Shailer,  and  to-  them  were 
born : Brainerd,  Laura  Ann,  O'livia,  Hannah 
Florida  and  Harriet  Attwood.  (4)  Cyprian 
Strong  is  mentioned  in  full  below.  (5)  Abi- 
gail, born  July  24,  1800,  married  Willard 
Cook,  and  became  the  mother  of  the  following 
children : Ansel  Brainerd,  Abby  Florida, 

Charles  Willard  and  Eden  Sophia. 

(VI)  Deacon  Cyprian  Strong  Brain- 
erd, son  of  Ansel  and  father  of  our  subject, 
Was  born  October  1,  1804,  and  died  July  18, 
1880.  His  parents  gave  him  his  name  in  lov- 
ing memory  of  the  Rev.  Cyprian  Strong,  D. 
D.,  who'  was  a resident  of  Chatham,  and  a 
noted  Congregationalist  divine  of  his  day. 
Mr.  Brainerd  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
place,  and  after  public-school  instruction  was 
educated  in  the  private  school  of  Judge  Ely 
Warner,  where  he  also-  studied  surveying. 
Judge  Warner  was  a celebrated  surveyor  in 
his  day,  and  at  that  time  resided  in  Haddam, 
although  he  later  moved  to  Chester,  where  he 
died.  Young  Brainerd  taught  school  in  Had- 
dam, and  other  places  for  several  winter  terms, 
and  at  one  time  seriously  contemplated  enter- 
ing the  medical  profession,  but  finally  engaged 
in  quarrying,  which  business  has  been  carried 
on  by  his  family  from  the  time  of  Lieut.  Jo- 
siah  Brainerd.  Forming  a co-partnership 
with  his  brother  Ansel,  he  conducted  a large 
business,  employing  a number  of  men,  and 
■continuing  with  much  success  from  1821  to 
1850.  In  the  early  years  of  the  business  they 
received  many  contracts  from  the  United 
States  Government,  furnishing  stone  for  the 
fortifications  about  New  York  Harbor,  and  a 
part  of  the  stone  used  in  the  construction  of 
Fort  Pulaski,  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Castle  Cal- 
houn, S.  C.,  and  in  the  erection  of  the  Groton 
monument,  came  from  their  quarries.  Later 
the  business  changed  somewhat  and  they  sup- 
plied New  York  City  with  curbing  and  paving 
stone.  The  association  of  these  two  brothers 
was  an  ideal  one;  Cyprian  Strong  made  the 
contracts  with  the  government,  municipalities 
and  private  parties,  and  attended  to  the  busi- 
ness correspondence,  while  Ansel  managed  the 
quarries,  and  was  an  expert  in  the  opening  up 
of  new  quarries,  and  in  estimating  upon  the 
quality  and  characteristics  of  the  stone.  In  pol- 
itics Deacon  Cyprian  Strong  Brainerd  was  or- 
iginally a Whig,  but  later  became  a Republican, 
and  was  a very  prominent  man,  exercising 
much  influence  in  town  affairs.  Although  the 


town  was  Democratic,  he  was  often  sent  to  the  1 
Legislature,  to  represent  it  as  a special  agent 
when  some  desirable  legislation  affecting  the  ' 
town  was  needed.  From  1857  to  1862  he 
served  as  county  commissioner  for  Middlesex 
county. 

O'n  October  20,  1825,  at  a meeting  held  in 
Brother  Butler's  hall,  in  Haddam,  Conn.,  Mr.  | 
Brainerd  was  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity ; passed  and  raised  No- 
vember 24,  1825,  in  the  same  hall,  and  was 
chosen  G.  D.  January  31,  1831.  But  few  meet- 
ings were  held  after  that  until  the  reorganiza-  [ 
tion,  in  1859. 

On  October  3,  1827,  Deacon  Cyprian  S. 
Brainerd  was  married  to  Florida  Hull,  daugh- 
ter of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  (Tibbals)  Hull,  i 
the  former  of  whom  removed  from  Killing-  j 
worth  to  Haddam,  where  he  lived  and  died.  f 
The  Hulls  were  early  settlers  in  Killingworth,  f 
and  prominent  in  town  affairs ; they  were  rep-  j 
resented  in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and  } 
also-  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  land  was  I 
granted  to  Joseph  and  John  Hull  for  their  ; 
services  in  the  Indian  war.  Mrs.  Sarah  (Tib-  } 
bals)  Hull  was  a native  of  Haddam,  and  her  ■ 
family  was  well  known  there.  Deacon  and 
Mrs.  Brainerd  gave  much  time  to  the  study 
of  music,  especially  of  church  music,  and  for 
many  years  both  sang  in  the  choir  of  the  Had-  ' 
dam  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  was  1 
the  leader  from  the  time  of  the  erection  of  the 
present  church  to  within  three  or  four  years  1 
of  his  death.  He  had  a fine  bass  voice,  which  | 
he  retained  almost  to  the  close  of  his  life.  He 
had  always  been  active  in  church  work,  and  for 
many  years  served  as  deacon.  He  had  much 
to  do  with  the  establishing  of  the  present  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Haddami  Neck,  and  was  | 
much  interested  in  its  growth  and  prosperity. 

To  Deacon  Brainerd  and  wife  were  born  the  1 
following  children:  (1)  Cyprian  Strong,  Jr., 

was  born  August  4,  1828.  (2)  Eugene  Bur-  > 

tis,  born  July  13,  1832,  died  June  18,  1897,  f 
married  Sophia  L.  Pettingill,  and  lived  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; they  had  two  daughters, 
Helen  Eugenia,  and  Flora  Louise.  (3)  Ad- 
rian Morrison,  born  December  27,  1834,  died 
August  23,  1854. 

(VII)  Cyprian  Strong  Brainerd,  Jr.,  son 
of  Deacon  Cyprian,  was  born  in  the  house  built 
by  his  great-grandfather,  Josiah,  in  1792,  and 
lived  there  until  he  attained  the  age  of  eighteen 
years.  His  first  schooling  was  received  at 


I 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.  483 


i home  from  his  father,  and  later  he  was  sent 
to  the  district  school  and  then  to  the  Brainerd 
Academy,  his  father  being  one  of  the  trus- 
tees. He  entered  in  September,  1839,  when 
the  academy  first  opened  its  doors  to  pupils, 
and  there  he  continued  until  the  age  of  fifteen. 
His  first  instructor  was  Joel  Dudley,  another 
being  Rev.  Porter  H.  Snow,  both  well  remem- 
bered by  many  residents  of  Haddam.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  went  to  New  Haven  and  en- 
tered Yale  College,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1850,  in  the  same  class  with  Ellis  H. 
Roberts,  United  States  Treasurer,  and  at  one 
time  editor  of  the  Utica  (N.  Y. ) Herald ; other 
members  of  the  class  were  Robert  Coit,  a 
prominent  lawyer  of  New  London,  Conn.; 
Martin  Kellogg,  late  president  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  California;  Prof.  Dttniel  Bonbright,  of 
khe  Northwestern  University,  Evanston,  111.; 
and  Prof.  Hubert  A.  Newton,  senior  profes- 
sor of  mathematics  at  Yale,  who  became  an 
ntimate  friend.  For  five  years  after  gradua- 
;ion  at  Yale,  Mr.  Brainerd  engaged  in  teachi- 
ng, spending  two  years  at  Central  Village, 
Zonn.,  one  year  at  a private  school  for  young 
adies  at  Aberdeen,  Miss.,  one  year  in  a boy’s 
:am|ily  school  near  Owego,  N.  Y.  (conducted 
Yy  Rev.  Frederick  Frelinghuysen  Judd),  and 
me  year  was  tutor  for  three  brothers  at  Dans- 
ille,  N.  Y.,  who  were  preparing  to  enter  Yale 
Jollege.  ME  Brainerd  for  a time  pursued 
nedical  studies,  but  in  the  year  1855  he  went 
o New  York  City  and  entered  the  law  office 
!>f  his  cousin,  Roswell  C.  Brainerd.  In  1857 
le  became  private  secretary  to  Samuel  Pbwell, 
Mayor  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  through  one  term 
Jf  office  and  part  of  another.  Then  with  an 
uncle,  Calvin  E.  Hull,  he  took  an  interest  in 
proprietary  medicine  business,  becoming  a 
iartner  in  i860,  but  in  the  following  year  the 
, usiness  suspended  on  account  of  the  hreak- 
ig  out  of  the  Civil  war.  Returning  to  the 
iw,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1863,  but  in 
: 865  he  reopened  the  medicine  business,  and 
ontinued  at  that  for  a number  of  years  under 

Iie  firm  name  of  C.  E.  Hull  & Co.  For  the 
1st  fifteen  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  van- 
us  enterprises,  and  miuch  occupied  as  an  ex- 
cutor  and  manager  of  several  estates,  among 
lem  the  estate  of  Frederick  II.  Harrison,  his 
ither-in-law,  wjho  for  many  years  was  en- 
aged  in  trade  with  the  West  Indies;  the  estate 
f Brainerd  Shaler,  his  cousin,  connected  with 


the  leather  trade  in  the  City  of  New  York; 
the  estate  of  his  own  father ; and  many  others. 

Desiring  to  manifest  his  strong  attachment 
to  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Had- 
dam, the  church  of  his  ancestors  for  many 
generations,  and  to  which  he  felt  indebted  for 
m|uch  of  his  own  early  religious  training,  Mr. 
Brainerd  presented  to  the  church  at  its  bicen- 
tennial celebration,  held  on  October  17,  1900, 
as  a gift  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  a fine 
new  pipe  organ,  as  a testimonial  of  his  per- 
sonal regard  for  the  church,  and  especially  as 
a fitting  memorial  to  his  parents,  in  view  of 
their  long  and  faithful  labors  on  behalf  of  the 
church,  and  rntore  particularly  in  connection 
with  its  musical  service.  The  organ  was  built 
to  order  by  the  well  known  organ  builders, 
J.  H.  and  C.  S.  Odell,  of  New1  York  City,  and 
is  one  of  the  finest  of  its  size  now  in  use  in  the 
county.  It  bears  the  following  inscription : 
“This  organ  was  presented  to’  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Haddam  at  its  Bi-Cen- 
tennial Celebration  held  October  17,  1900,  in 
affectionate  memory  of  Deacon  Cyprian  Strong 
Brainerd  and  Florida  Hull  Brainerd,  his  wife, 
for  many  years  devoted  members  of  the 
church,  and  active  in  its  work  and  worship, 
especially  in  its  service  of  Praise  to>  God  in 
Sacred  S'ong;  by  their  son,  Cyprian  Strong 
Brianerd,  Junior.” 

On  May  2,  1877,  Mr.  Brainerd  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Harriet  TI.  Harrison,  daugh- 
ter of  Frederick  H.  and  Mary  (Mix)  Harri- 
son. Frederick  H.  Harrison  was  born  Oc- 
tober 26,  1815,  in  the  city  of  New  Haven,  and 
became  a merchant  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  was  largely  interested  in  the  West  Indies 
trade.  While  deeply  interested  in  politics,  first 
as  a Whig  and  later  as  a Republican,  he  was 
never  an  office  holder,  although  at  the  time  of 
bis  death  he  was  president  of  the  International 
Free  Trade  League,  being  an  ardent  believer 
in  free  trade.  He  was  a strong  anti-slavery 
man,  and  was  highly  respected  by  the  business 
mien  of  New  York  City. 

I The  Harrison  Family  is  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  prominent  in  New  England.  The 
line  is  traced  back  to  Gen.  Harrison,  who  was 
prominently  connected  with  the  regicides, 
Goffe  and  Whalley,  in  the  trial  and  execution 
of  Charles  1,  King  of  England.  The  father 
of  Frederick  II.  Harrison  was  Justus  Harri- 
son, who  was  born  April  14,  1784,  and  who 
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died  November  14,  1850.  His  wiife,  Harriet 
Hotchkiss,  born  November  12,  1786,  died 
March  25,  1869,  was  a daughter  of  Eli  Hotch- 
kiss (who  died  May  13,  1813,  aged  fifty-five) 
and  his  wife  Eunice  (who  died  February  13, 
1817,  aged  fifty-five).  Amrai  Harrison,  a 
brother  of  Justus,  had  two  children,  Sarah  and 
Henry  B.,  of  whom  the  latter  became  governor 
of  Connecticut.  The  children  born  to  Justus 
and  Harriet  (Hotchkiss)  Harrison  were:  (1) 
Elizabeth  Eunice,  who  married  (first)  Rev. 
Lewis  Foster,  and  (second)  Rev.  Charles  P. 
Grosvenor ; (2)  Frederick  H.,  father  of  Mlrs. 
Harriet  Harrison  Brainerd ; (3)  George  Ed- 
win, who  died  young ; (4)  Rev.  George  Justus, 
wjho'  for  mjany  years  was  pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Mlilton,  Conn.,  and  (5) 
Francis  Edwin,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.  Mrs. 
Mary  (Mix)  Harrison,  mother  of  Mlrs.  Brain- 
erd, was  a daughter  of  Eli  M‘jx  (a  merchant 
of  New  Haven)  and  Grace  (Peck)  Mix,  the 
latter  ai  sister  of  Capt.  Elisha  Peck,  of  the 
United  States  Navy.  Charles  Mix,  a son  of 
Eli  and  a brother  of  Mrs.  Harrison,  was  In- 
dian Commissioner,  and  later  a deputy  for 
many  years  in  the  Indian  Bureau  at  Washing- 
ton, and  he  was  said  to  have  been  one  of  the 
best  informed  men  in  the  country  in  regard  to 
the  Indians  and  their  affairs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cyprian  S.  Brainerd  are  at- 
tendants upon  the  Church  of  the  Pilgrims, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y..  and  both  are  liberal  support- 
ers of  same.  For  years  Mrs.  Brainerd’s  fault- 
ily1 attended  Henry  Ward  Beecher's  Church. 
For  some  years  past  Mr.  Brainerd  has  spent 
his  summers  in  his  old  home  at  Hacldam.  He 
is  one  of  the  successful  men  who  have  gone 
out  fromi  the  old  town  of  Haddam,  and  who 
have  made  her  name  respected  in  other  States. 

LUCAS.  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Wilson,  of  Mid- 
dletown, widow  of  Robert  C.  Wilson,  comes 
from  the  Lucas  family,  one  of  the  very  oldest 
of  Middlesex  county.  Thomas  Lucas,  of  Dur- 
ham, her  grandfather,  was  a Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, was  taken  prisoner,  and  was  imprisoned 
by  the  English  in  the  old  sugar  house,  in  New 
York.  He  was  ill,  and  was  left  in  a.  deranged 
state  of  mind,  and  was  a pensioner  the  latter 
years  of  his  life:  he  died  of  smallpox.  He 
married  Abigail  Gilman,  who  was  a noted  wo- 
man of  her  day.  She  was  the  “good  angel’’ 
of  her  neighborhood,  visited  the  sick,  and 
helped  the  needy,  and  sought  to  lessen  suffer- 


ing wherever  she  could  find  it,  being  widely 
known  for  her  sympathizing  spirit  and  kind 
acts.  Thomas  and  Abigail  Lucas  had  the  fob  ! 
lowing  children : Noah,  Elijah,  Arnos, 

Thomas,  George  and  Julia,  twins,  and  Levi. 

Elijah  Lucas,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Wilson, 
was  born  in  1792,  on  Long  Hill.  He  married 
Harriet  Haddock,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Martha  (Loveland)  Paddock.  Her  father, 
who  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  mien  of  his  time 
in  Middletown,  was  comtmlonly  called  “Cash” 
Paddock,  from  his  habit  of  making  cash  pay- 
ments. He  was  an  extensive  landowner,  his 
real  estate  comprising  much  of  what  is  now 
regarded  as  the  choicest  residence  property  of 
the  city.  He  owned  large  tracts  of  land  in 
New)  York,  having  the  title  to  the  greater  part 
of  the  land  now  forming  the  city  of  Utica,  N. 

Y.  He  had  frequent  occasion  to  visit  that 
country,  and  his  daughter  often  went  with 
him,  making  the  journey  by  carriage.  Mr. 
Paddock1  was  a substantial  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Middletown,  and  contributed 
liberally  to  the  erection  of  the  new;  structure, 
even  advancing  money  SO'  that  the  completion 
of  the  building  should  not  be  delayed.  He 
lived  on  South  Main  street,  where  his  wife  was 
born.  His  family  consisted  of  six  daughters, 
five  of  whom  lived  to  womanhood.  (1) 
Clarissa  married  a Mr.  Birdsey,  and  died  in 
Middletown.  (2)  Martha  was  first  married 
to  a Mr.  Rogers,  subsequently  to1  Joseph 
Miller,  and  died  in  Middletown.  She  was 
known  as  “Aunt  Patty”  Miller.  Her  for- 
tune, inherited  from  her  father,  enabled  her 
to  dispense  charity  along  lines  that  caused  her 
to  become  well  known.  Her  gifts  of  bells  and 
clocks  to  various  churches  were  numerous,  and 
widely  distributed.  She  gave  “Rogers  Home’’ 
to  the  Industrial  School  of  Middletown.  Her 
many  acts  of  charity  and  benevolence,  with  her 
characteristic  peculiarities,  gave  her  a promi- 
nence unique  and  distinctive.  (3)  Lucy  mar- 
ried Elihui  Plumb.  (4)  Harriet  became  Mjrs. 
Elijah  Lucas.  (5)  Julia  Ann  married  Hon. 
Alfred  Hubbard. 

■ Elijah  Lucas  was  reared  on  Long  Hill,  and 
attended  the  district  school.  He  was  a me- 
chanical genius  for  his  tim|e,  and  when  a boy 
made  baskets,  after  seeing  Indians  do  the  work. 
When  a young  man  he  w|ent  into  the  factory 
of  the  old  Pameacha  Manufacturing  Company 
in  Middletown,  and  rapidly  learned  the  busi- 
ness, and  was  later  made  superintendent  of 
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the  factory.  Being-  saving  and  shrewd,  he 
accumjulated  considerable  money,  and  he  re- 
tired from  business  and  lived  in  quiet  a nurm- 
ber  of  years  prior  to  his  death,  in  1865. 
He  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  widow 
died  in  1887,  and  both  are  buried  in  Farm  Hill 
cemetery.  Mbs.  Lucas  was  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Elijah  Lucas  was  a man  of 
strong  mind,  and  his  judgment  in  commercial 
matters  was  listened  to  with  respect.  He  was 
vice-president  of  the  Middletown  Savings 
Bank,  and  was  also  a director  in  the  Middle- 
town  National  Bank,  being  a man  of  business 
capacity  and  an  able  financier.  He  left  a. 
large  estate,  which  with  the  private  fortune  of 
his  widow/  was  under  her  management,  and 
represented  a large  property.  In  the  handling 
and  directing  of  this  business  Mrs.  Lucas 
proved  herself  to  be  a lady  of  rare  ability  and 
acumen.  So  infinitely  small  were  her  losses, 
and  so  profitably  placed  were  her  investments,, 
that  in  financial  circles  in  Middletown  she  oc- 
cupied for  years  a foremost  position.  From' 
girlhood  she  gave  evidence  of  unusual  natural 
intellect.  Her  educational  advantages,  while 
limited  as  compared  with  those  of  the  present 
day,  were  improved,  and  her  proficiency  as  a 
scholar  caused  the  teacher  to  frequently  com- 
mend her  example  to  the  other  pupils.  At 
school  she  was  often  referred  to  as  a “lover  of 
learning.”  Her  fondness  for  reading  was  a 
prominent  characteristic,  and  one  that  occupied 
much  of  her  timle  in  her  later  years.  The  study 
of  the  Scriptures  was  to  her  highly  interest- 
ing, and  her  very  retentive  memory  enabled 
her  to  recite  many  Scriptural  passages  with 
ease.  Her  general  information  was  large.  She 
was  in  many  respects  a remarkable  woman. 
Her  death  occurred  in  M/ay,  1887,  when  she 
was  eighty-four  years  and  five  months  'old. 
The  only  child  of  Elijah  and  Harriet  (Pad- 
dock)  Lucas  who  lived  to  maturity  was  M,ary 
H.,  who’  was  born  in  Middletown,  and  became 
the  wife  of  Robert  C.  Wilson,  November  9, 
1871. 

Robert  C.  Wilson  was  born  in  Scot- 
land, son  of  John  and  Agnes  (Gibson)  Wil- 
son, who  came  to  Middletown  when  he  was 
but  a child.  He  died  December  15,  1893.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilson  became  the  parents  of  the 
following  named  children  : ( 1 ) Claude  Lucas, 
born  August  16,  1872,  graduated  from  Wes- 
leyan University,  class  of  1895,  later  from  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  New 


York.  He  served  some  time  as  house  surgeon 
of  St.  Boniface  Hospital,  Newark,  N.  J.,  and 
is  now  a practicing  physician  of  that  city.  1 2 ) 
Robert  Paddock,  born  April  16,  1875,  gradu- 
ated from)  Wesleyan  University,  class  of  1897, 
and  entering  Columbia  University,  took  a 
course  in  architecture,  graduating  from  that 
institution  in  the  clas.s  of  1902.  He  was  a 
noted  foot-ball  player  and  was  for  two  years 
captain  of  the  Wesleyan  team.  In  1899  he 
was  captain  of  the  Columbia  University  team, 
which  was  the  most  famious,  up  to  that  time, 
that  had  ever  represented  that  institution  on 
the  gridiron,  and  was  the  first  team,,  in  the 
history  of  foot-ball,  aside  from  those  repre- 
senting Princeton,  Harvard,  and  the  Universi- 
ty of  Pennsylvania,  that  had  ever  been  able  to 
defeat  Yale.  (3)  James  Elijah,  born  July  16, 
1881,  is  a student  at  Wesleyan,  class  of  1904. 
The  sons  of  Mrs.  Wilson  are  promising  young 
men,  and  for  sound  character,  love  of  learning, 
and  high  moral  principles,  would  be  difficult 
to  equal  anywhere. 

A singular  fact  in  the  history  of  this  family 
may  be  mentioned.  The  grandmother,  the 
mother,  and  Mrs.  Wilson  and  each  of  Mrs. 
Wilson's  three  sons,  were  born  on  Friday.  Mbs. 
Wilson  is  a most  highly  esteemed  lady  and  is 
prominent  in  social  circles  in  Middletown.  She 
is  a member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution.  As  an  owner  and  patron  of  an- 
tique furniture  she  is  well  known,  and  her  very 
pleasant  home  on  South  Main  street  contains 
one  of  the  largest  collections  in  the  city,  in- 
cluding a number  of  extremely  rare  and  valua- 
ble pieces. 

HENRY  ISAIAH  NETTLETON  is  a 
prominent  representative  of  the  Nettleton  fam- 
ily, one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  in  Con- 
necticut. He  is  a substantial  and  influential 
farmer  and  fruitgrower,  residing  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  town  of  Durham,  Middlesex 
county,  near  the  Guilford  line,  where  he  owns 
and  cultivates  a highly  improved  place  of  200 
acres.  He  was  a pioneer  fruit  grower  in  the 
county  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  has  always 
exhibited  the  qualities  of  a progressive  and  ca- 
pable agriculturist. 

Samuel  Nettleton,  the  founder  of  the  fam- 
ily in  America,  was  one  of  the  men  who  bought 
Totoket  (Branford)  for  a settlement.  They 
came  to  occupy  their  purchase  early  in  1664. 
Samuel  Nettleton  died  in  Fairfield.  His  wife’s 


486 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


name  was  Maria.  His  descendants  are  numer- 
ous in  Killingworth,  Durham,  Madison  and 
Guilford,  and  Henry  I.  belongs  to  the  Killing- 
worth  branch  of  the  family. 

Eliphaz  Nettleton,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  about  1780,  in  Killingworth, 
Conn.  When  a young  man  he  came  to-  Dur- 
ham, locating  near  where  Henry  I.  now  lives, 
and  there  followed  farming  during  the  rest  of 
his  life.  His  wife,  Lydia,  was  born  about 
1768,  and  died  October  28,  i860.  Eliphaz 
Nettleton  was  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church  in  Durham,  and  was  very  active 
in  church  work.  His  eight  children  were  as 
follows:  (1)  Joseph,  a farmer  in  Durham, 

married  Esther  Bailey,  of  Haddam.  He  was 
a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  (2)  Maria  mar- 

ried (first)  Stephen  Buckley,  and  later  Jere- 
miah Bailey.  She  lived  in  Durham,  where  she 
died.  (3)  Polly  married  Selden  Stevens,  and 
died  in  Orange,  Conn.  (4)  Harriet  and  (5) 
Henry  E.  were  twins.  Harriet  married  Osmar 
Fowler,  and  lived  in  Durham.  Henry  E.  was 
the  father  of  our  subject.  (6)  Janies,  who 
married  a Miss  Dunham,  lived  in  Durham  for 
a time,  and  later  moved  West.  (7)  Isaiah 
died  when  a young  man.  (8)  Amanda,  who 
married  Edward  Hawley,  a farmer,  lived  in 
the  southern  part  of  Durham,  near  the  Guil- 
ford town  line. 

Henry  E.  Nettleton,  the  father  of  Henry 
I.,  was  born  March  25,  1807,  in  the  southern 
part  of  Durham.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  district  schools,  and  lived  on  the  home 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  after 
which  he  hired  out  as  a farm  hand  to  Capt. 
Richard  Robinson,  a farmer  in  Durham,  re- 
ceiving very  good  wages  for  those  times,  for 
he  was  a hard-working  man,  and  thoroughly 
understood  farming.  One  day  he  thrashed  by 
hand  eighteen  bushels  of  rye.  He  remained 
with  Capt.  Robinson  a year,  then  hired  out  to 
a Capt.  Allen,  becoming  foreman  in  the  latter’s 
marble  quarry  at  Marbledale,  Conn.  Capt.  Al- 
len also  owned  a quarry  at  Dover,  Dutchess 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  which  Mr.  Nettleton  operated  for 
a year  and  one-half.  He  was  there  joined  by 
his  brother  Isaiah,  who  was  also  employed  in 
the  quarry,  and  they  both  sent  money  home  to 
their  father  from  their  wages.  Henry  E. 
worked  for  Capt.  Allen  for  about  ten  years. 
About  the  time  of  his  father's  death  he  re- 
turned home  to  look  after  the  farm.  Later  he 


purchased  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the 
place,  and  took  charge  of  the  same,  caring  also 
for  his  mother.  He  resided  on  the  home  farm 
until  a few  years  after  his  marriage,  when  he 
purchased  the  property  now  occupied  by  our 
subject,  then  known  as  the  “Crane  Farm,”  go- 
ing into  debt  for  it.  The  home  farm  he  rented. 

To  his  new  possessions  he  added  in  acreage, 
built  many  buildings,  and  carried  on,  in  addi- 
tion to  general  farming,  the  business  of  fatten- 
ing cattle.  He  also1  burned  a great  deal  of 
charcoal.  Mr.  Nettleton  so  improved  his  land 
that  at  one  time  his  farm  was  considered  one 
of  the  best  in  Durham.  Later  he  moved  to  ; 
the  home  farm  near  by.  He  and  his  son  Henry  ! 
then  ran  the  two  farms  together,  Henry  and 
his  eldest  sister,  Rose  C.,  now  the  wife  of  C. 

O.  Stone,  of  Middletown,  occupying  the  Crane 
farm.  The  father  later  removed  to  Clinton, 
Conn.,  where  he  lived  retired  until  his  death, 
January  10,  1886.  He  is  buried  in  Durham. 
Henry  E.  Nettleton  was  a hard-working  man, 
of  robust  constitution,  and  possessed  of  more 
than  ordinary  physical  strength.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  held  the  office  of  se- 
lectman for  many  terms,  the  affairs  of  the 
town,  under  his  management,  being  conducted 
on  an  economical  basis.  Careful  and  thrifty, 
as  a farmer  and  business  man  he  was  eminently 
successful.  He  was  plain  and  outspoken,  and 
somewhat  stern  in  manner.  He  was  an  attend- 
ant of  the  Methodist  Church,  of  which  his  wife 
was  a member,  and  contributed  to  its  support, 
also  giving  liberally  to  the  building  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church  in  Durham. 

On  June  6,  1839,  Mr.  Nettleton  married 
Cornelia  M.  Camp,  who  was  born  March  27, 
1806,  in  Durham,  daughter  of  Fairchild  and  \ 
Melicent  (Coe)  Camp.  She  was  a school  ! 
teacher  for  many  years  before  her  marriage, 
and  was  a bright  intelligent  woman.  Fairchild 
Camp,  her  father,  was  a blacksmith  and  farmer 
in  Durham.  Mrs.  Cornelia  M.  (Camp)  Net- 
tleton died  September  29,  1856.  She  was  the 
mother  of  the  following  named  children  : ( 1 ) 

Rose  C.,  born  August  15,  1840,  married  C.  0. 
Stone,  of  Middletown.  (2)  Frances  M.,  born 
July  29,  1844,  rnarried  Denison  D.  Hurd,  of 
Clinton,  where  he  died  October  21,  1900;  he 
left  no  children.  Mrs.  Hurd  now  lives  in  the 
home  of  F.  E.  Fowler.  (3)  Henry  Isaiah, 
born  December  12,  1846,  is  mentioned  'below. 

(4)  Sabina,  born  October  15,  1849,  rnarried 
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Frank  E.  Fowler,  of  Meriden,  Conn.  For  his 
second  wife  Henry  E.  Nettleton,  the  father, 
married,  November  22,  1858,  Mrs.  Betsy  B. 
(Bull)  Hunt,  of  Kent,  Conn.,  widow  of  Starr 
Hunt.  She  died  November  30,  1881. 

Henry  Isaiah  Nettleton  was  born  in  the 
house  where  he  now  resides.  His  schooling 
was  acquired  in  the  district  school  and  in  the 
famous  private  school  of  Daniel  H.  Chase,  of 
Middletown.  He  remained  on  the  home  farm, 
and,  as  before  .stated,  he  conducted  the  place 
in  company  with  his  father,  after  whose  retire- 
ment he  bought  the  interest  of  his  father  and 
sisters  in  the  farm,  and  has  added  to-  the  same 
until  he  now  owns  over  200  acres,  located  in 
the  towns  of  Durham,  Guilford  and  Madison. 
Here  he  carries  on  dairying,  general  farming 
and  fruit  growing.  Mr.  Nettleton  first  en- 
! gaged  in  fruit  growing  in  1876,  setting  out  at 
j that  time  about  500  trees,  and,  in  spite  of  the 
predictions  of  failure  by  his  neighbors,  he  has 
ji  increased  the  number,  now  growing  peaches 
from  over  1000  trees,  in  addition  to  other  fruit 
and  berries.  He  was  the  pioneer  fruit  grower 
of  Durham.  His  farm  is  well  kept,  and  neat, 
and  in  every  respect  he  has  shown  himself  a 
successful  and  model  agriculturist. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Nettleton  was  a Demo- 
crat; he  is  now  a Prohibitionist,  but  votes  for 
the  best  man  in  local  affairs.  In  1896  he  sup- 
ported McKinley.  He  is  not  an  office  seeker, 
but  was  tax  collector  of  Durham  for  many 
years.  Mr.  Nettleton  has  been  a member  of 
the  Connecticut  State  Pomological  Society  for 
many  years  past ; is  a prominent  member  of 
Durham  Grange,  and  has  officiated  as  master 
of  the  same;  was  a charter  member  of  Cogin- 
chaug  Council,  No.  61,  O.  U.  A.  M.  of  Dur- 
ham ; and  is  also  a member  of  the  order  of  the 
United  Workmen,  and  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Golden  Cross.  Himself  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Durham,  of 
which  he  is  a trustee  and  steward. 

Mr.  Nettleton  married,  June  5,  1872,  Ro- 
setta E.  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Middlefield 
November  25,  1852,  daughter  of  Valentine  P». 
and  Nancy  C.  (Miller)  Miller,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Elisha  Miller,  who  was  born 
March  17,  1788,  on  the  farm  in  Middlefield 
now  occupied  by  Frank  A.  Coe.  When  a 
young  man  Elisha  Miller  went  to  Michigan, 
where  he  remained  about  a year,  and  then  re- 
turned to  Middlefield.  He  married  February 


17,  1817,  Rhoda  Parsons,  who  was  born 
March  13,  1794,  in  Durham,  daughter  of 
Aaron  and  Lucy  (Hawley)  Parsons.  After 
his  marriage  Elisha  Miller  purchased  the  “Par- 
sons" farm  located  in  the  East  District  of  Mid- 
dlefield, and  now  owned  by  his  son,  Valentine 
B.  There  he  carried  on  general  farming  until 
his  death,  April  23,  1873.  His  wife  died  April 
27,  1861.  They  had  four  children:  (1) 

Amanda  P.,  born  December  2,  1818,  died  Sep- 
tember 1,  1833.  (2)  Parsons  F.,  born  Octo- 

ber 10,  1822,  married  Ann  Hall,  and  died 
March  1,  1847;  l]e  was  a peddler  of  Yankee  no- 
tions. (3)  Ann  Elizabeth,  born  May  6,  1825, 
married  Isaac  Miller,  and  now  resides,  a wid- 
ow, in  Baileyville,  town  of  Middlefield.  (4) 
Valentine  B.,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Nettleton, 
born  October  2,  1829,  has  been  a lifelong 
farmer  in  the  town  of  Middlefield.  He  now 
owns  and  occupies  the  home  farm,  having  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  the  other  heirs.  He  mar- 
ried, November  18,  1851,  Nancy  C.  Miller, 
who  was  born  in  Middlefield  April  21,  1833, 
daughter  of  Elihu  and  Abigail  (Thorpe)  Mil- 
ler. Two  children  were  born  to  them — Ro- 
setta E.  wife  of  our  subject,  and  Martina  A., 
who  married  Orleans  N.  Miller,  and  lives  in 
Middlefield.  Valentine  B.  Miller  is  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  a member  of  Middlefield 
Grange.  Himself  and  wife  are  active  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  Middlefield,  of 
which  he  is  trustee  and  steward. 

The  abundant  success  of  Henry  I.  Nettle- 
ton is  attributed  in  no  small  degree,  to  the 
faithful  co-operation  of  his  worthy  helpmeet, 
whose  industry  has  been  that  of  a model  house- 
wife, and  fully  equaled  by  her  thrift  and  provi- 
dence. They  have  a most  pleasant  home,  and 
hold  the  high  respect  and  esteem  of  their  many 
friends  and  acquaintances.  The  influence  of 
their  lives  has  been  far-reaching,  and  ever  di- 
rected to  the  achievement  of  that  which  is  best 
in  human  attainments. 

D.  SAMUEL  DIBBELL,  who  now  car- 
ries on  agricultural  pursuits  upon  the  old  fam- 
ily homestead  in  Clinton,  Middlesex  county,  is 
a worthy  and  prominent  member  of  one  of  the 
j old  and  well-known  families  of  that  part  of 
J Connecticut. 

Mr.  Dibbell  enjoyed  superior  educational 
! advantages,  pursuing  his  primary  course  in  the 
public  schools,  and  later  attending  an  excellent 
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private  school  for  boys,  in  Philadelphia.  His 
first  employment  was  with  Leander  L.  Hull,  in 
his  general  store  in  Clinton,  where  he  per- 
formed a clerk’s  duties  for  several  years.  In 
March,  1859,  he  went  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 
engaged  in  business  in  that  city  until  the  trou- 
bled times  of  1861  made  it  prudent  for  North- 
ern sympathizers  to  leave,  for  there  feeling 
was  stronger  than  in  many  localities  farther 
south.  A hurried  departure  in  private  convey- 
ance was.  necessary,  as  the  railroads,  steamboat 
lines  and  all  other  means  of  public  transporta- 
tion had  been  cut  off  by  the  Secessionists,  Mr. 
Dibbell,  with  many  others,  seeking  his  former 
home.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  he  enlisted, 
for  nine  months,  in  the  Union  army,  becoming 
a member  of  Company  A,  Twenty-seventh 
Connecticut  Volunteers,  and  after  serving 
about  eleven  months  he  was  mustered  out  and 
found  a position  in  the  provost  marshal’s  office, 
in  New  Haven,  leaving  this  to  become  a clerk 
in  the  New  Haven  Savings  Bank,  where  he 
continued  for  one  and  one-half  years. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Dibbell  re- 
turned to  Baltimore,  where  he  had  been  fortu- 
nate in  business,  picked  up  the  broken  strands, 
and  again  became  a resident  of  that  city,  re- 
maining there  until  1877,  when  he  removed  to 
New  York.  Two  years  later  Mr.  Dibbell  re- 
turned to  Clinton,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
engaged  in  farming  upon  a part  of  the  old 
homestead,  which  land  had  first  been  brought 
under  cultivation  by  his  great-grandfather. 
Politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  although 
he  does  not  incline  toward  the  life  of  a poli- 
tician. 

On  December  13,  1865,  Mr.  Dibbell  mar- 
ried Mandane  Frederika,  daughter  of  John 
Rossiter  Crane  and  Frances  Adelia  (Wheeler) 
Crane,  and  to  this  union  have  come  children 
as  follows : David  Clinton,  born  in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  on  January  13,  1868,  is  a business  man 
of  New  York;  he  was  married  on  January  4, 
1900,  to  Lillian  Walker,  of  Brooklyn.  Flor- 
ence Edna,  who  was  also  born  in  Baltimore, 
October  5,  1871,  graduated  at  the  Mo'rgan 
school  in  1890,  and  is  at  present  one  of  the 
teachers  in  that  institution. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Dibbell  has  been  the 
efficient  choirmaster  of  the  Clinton  Congrega- 
tional Church  as  well  as  a member  of  the  board 
of  trustees,  and  he  takes  a deep  and  active  in- 
terest in  church  matters,  all  of  the  family  be- 


ing valued  members.  Mr.  Dibbell  is  connected  ; 
with  Chapman  Post,  No.  72,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Westbrook,  Connecticut. 

MINER  COMSTOCK  HAZEN,  M.  D,  a 
gentleman  of  high  repute  in  his  profession,  is 
a son  of  Henry  and  Lucy  (Comstock)  Hazen. 

Edward  Hazen,  the  emigrant,  came  from 
Northamiptonshire,  England,  about  1648,  and 
is  of  record  in  Rowley,  Mlass,  where  his  first 
wife,  Elizabeth,  died  September  18,  1649.  He 
was  married  (second)  in  March,  1650,  to  Han- 
nah Grant.  He  was  buried  in  Rowley,  Mass., 

July  22,  1683.  He  was  a man  of  substance 
and  influence,  and  filled  public  positions,  being 
overseer  or  selectman  in  1650,  1651,  1654, 

1660,  1661,  1663  and  1668;  and  judge  of  de- 
linquents in  1666.  His  estate  was  inventoried 
at  £404,  7s,  8d.  The  children  of  Edward  Ha- 
zen and  Hannah  Grant  were:  (1)  Elizabeth, 

born  March  8,  1651,  married  April  1,  1670, 
Nathaniel  Harris.  (2)  Hannah,  born  in  April,  ! 
1653,  married  William  Gilson,  and  died  be-  * 1 
fore  1683.  (3)  John,  born  September  22, 

1655,  died  probably  without  issue.  (4)  Thom-  * 
as,  born  February  29,  1657-58,  married  Mary  | 
Howilet,  January  1,  1683-84,  and  died  in  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  April  12,  1735.  (5)  Edward,  , : 

born  September  10,  1660,  married  November  <t 
6,  1684,  Jane  Pickhard,  and  died  in  1748.  (6) 
Isabell,  born  July  21,  1662,  married  January  A 
16,  1680,  John  Wood,  of  Boxford,  Miass.  (7)  1 

Priscilla,  born  N/ovember  25,  1664,  married 
July  21,  1681,  Jeremiah  Pearson,  of  Rowley,  | 
Mass.  (8)  Edney,  born  June  20,  1667,  mar-  i 
ried  August  2,  1 686,  Timothy  Perkins,  of 
Topsfield,  M|ass.  (9)  Richard,  born  August 
6,  1669,  married  (first)  December  5,  1694, 

Mjary  Peabody;  he  married  (second)  Mrs.  - I 
Grace  Kimball.  He  died  in  Haverhill,  Mass., 
September  25,  1733.  (10)  Hiphzebeth,  born 

December  22,  1671,  married  in  1689',  and  died  ; 
in  Rowley,  November  29,  1689.  (n)  Sarah, 

born  August  22,  1673,  married  June  27,  1690, 
Daniel  Wicom,  Jr.,  of  Rowley,  Massachusetts. 

Thomas  Hazen,  son  of  Edward,  the  emi- 
grant settler,  born  February  29,  1657-58, 

owned  a farm  in  Rowley  at  the  time  of  his 
father  s death  (1683).  He  removed  to  Box- 
ford  before  Mlarch  22,  1689-90.  He  was  dis- 
missed from  the  church  at  Topsfield  to  be-  t 1 
come  one  of  the  constituents  of  the  church  in 
Boxford  in  1702,  and  in  1710  removed  to  Nor-  ; 
wich,  Conn.,  called  West  Farms  (now  Frank- 
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lin)  and  he  and  his  three  sons  were  among 
the  petitioners  for  its  incorporation.  The  late 
Aishbel  Woodward,  president  of  the  Connecti- 
cut State  Medical  Society,  who  made  a close 
study  of  the  early  arrival  of  the  Hazen  and 
other  families,  says  that  Edward  and  another 
brother  also  came  to  Franklin  with  Thomas. 
Thomas  Hazen  married,  January  1,  1683-84, 
Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Howlet.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  (1)  Hannah,  born 

October  10,  1684,  in  Rowley,  married  John 
Morse,  of  Newbury,  Mass.  (2)  Alice  was 
born  in  Boxford  June  16,  1686.  (3)  John, 

born  in  1688,  married  Mercy  Bradstreet, 
granddaughter  of  Gov.  Bradstreet.  He  mar- 
ried for  his  second  wife,  in  Norwich,  Conn., 
May  31,  1726,  Elizabeth  Dart.  (4)  Ednah, 
married  October  21,  1724,  Joshua  Smith,  of 
Norwich,  Conn.  (5)  Thomas,  baptized  at 
Tjopsfield,  Mass.,  Mlarch  4,  1690  married  Sep- 
I t ember  30,  1714,  Sarah  Ayer,  of  Norwich. 
For  his  second  wife  he  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Bacon.  He  died  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  in  1777. 
(6)  Jacob,  baptized  at  Topsfield,  April  24, 
1692,  was  married  October  27,  1719,  and  died 
at  Norwich,  Conn.,  December  22,  1755.  His 
wife’s  name  was  Abigail,.  (7)  Mlary  and  (8) 
Lydia,  twins,  were  baptized  at  Topsfield  April 
9,  1694.  Lydia  married,  March  17,  1714,  Ben- 
jamin Abell,  of  Norwich,  Conn.  (9)  Hepzi- 
bah,  baptized  at  Topsfield,  May  16,  1697,  mar- 
ried October  1,  1716,  David  Ladd,  of  Nor- 
wich, Conn.  (10)  Ruth,  died  at  Norwich, 
Conn.,  February  18,  1739-40.  (11)  Jeremiah 

was  baptized  at  Topsfield  May  3,  1702. 

Jacob  Hazen,  sixth  child  and  third  son  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  (Howlet)  Hazen,  was  bap- 
tized at  Topsfield  April  24,  1692,  and  died  at 
Norwich,  Conn.,  December  22,  1755,  aged 
sixty-three.  To  him]  and  his  wife,  Abigail, 
were  born  five  children:  (1)  Howlet,  born 

September  13,  1720,  died  February  12,  1721- 
22.  (2)  Abigail,  born  July  27,  1722,  married 

March  12,  1740-41,  Nathan  Stedman.  (3) 
Howlet  (2),  born  March  19,  1723-24,  married 
September  8,  1748,  Zeruiah  Lord,  of  Norwich, 
3onn.  He  migrated  to  Wyoming,  Pa.,  where 
le  died  about  three  months  before  the  great 
Indian  battle  there,  in  which  tuio  of  his  sons 
yere  engaged,  and  were  of  the  fifty  who  es- 
caped. They  returned  to  Connecticut.  (4) 
Ilemperance,  born  August  26,  1727,  married 
edediah  Perkins.  (5)  Jacob,  born  Novem- 
>er  30,  1729,  married  February  12,  1752, 


Mary  Brett,  of  Bridgewater.  Mass.  The  date 
of  his  death  is  not  known. 

Jacob  Hazen,  son  of  Jacob  and  Abigail, 
maried  Mary  Brett,  and  had  eleven  children : 

(1)  Jacob,  born  June  20,  1753,  married  De- 

cember 30,  1778,  Abigail  Burnham,  of  Nor- 
wich (now  Franklin),  Conn.  (2)  William 
born  July  19,  1755,  married  Hannah  Packard, 
and  moved  to  New  York  State;  they  had  a 
large  family.  (3)  Phylena  was  born  May  14, 
1758.  (4)  Lydia,  April  24,  1760.  (5)  Fred- 
erick, September  25,  1762.  (6)  Clarinda, 

July  10,  1765.  (7)  Lavinia,  April  29,  1768. 

(8)  Jabin,  December  14,  1770  (died  young). 

(9)  John,  1773  (died  young).  (10)  Mary 
(died  young).  (11)  Jabin  (2)  (died  young). 

Frederick  Hazen,  grandfather  of  Dr.  Mi- 
ner C.  Hazen,  was  born  September  25,  1762, 
and  in  1788  married  Sarah  Stedman,  in  Nor- 
wich, Conn.  In  1789  he  moved  to  Tunbridge, 
Vt.,  returned  in  1792,  and  moved  to  Agawam, 
Mass.,  in  1799.  He  died  in-  1825.  He  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  in  1780-82,  enlist- 
ing at  Norwich,  Conn.  Grandfather  Frederick 
Hazen  was  a carpenter  and  builder,  and  was 
a man  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
Thirteen  children  were  born  to  this  patriot 
isoldier  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Stedman  : ( 1 ) Abi- 
gail, born  December  12,  1788,  died  in  infancy. 

(2)  Rev.  Reuben  Stedman,  born  in  Tunbridge, 

Vt.,  August  26,  1790,  married  Mlary  Ann, 
daughter  of  Rlev.  Luke  Wood,  about  1820. 
For  his  second  wife  he  married  Eunice  King, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Asa  King,  in  1831.  In  1856 
he  married  (third)  Sarah  Burgess.  He  died  in 
Westminster,  Conn.,  in  1864.  In  1821  he 
was  settled  over  the  Agawam  and  Feeding 
Hills  congregations,  and  was  afterward  pastor 
of  churches  in  Barkhamsted  and  Westminster, 
Conn.  (3)  Sarah,  born  in  1792,  married 
Amos  Fanning  in  1812,  and  died  in  1816.  (4) 
Sophia  died  young.  (5)  Clarissa  died  young. 
(6)  Fanny  and  (7)  Frederick,  twins,  were 
born  in  1797.  Fanny  married  Amos  Fanning 
in  1816.  Frederick  married  Julia  Leonard. 
(8)  Henry,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1 799.  (9)  Abigail,  born  in  1803.  mar- 

ried John  Little,  of  Columbia,  Conn.,  in  1846, 
and  died  in  1890.  (10)  Miner,  born  in  1806, 

married  Marilla  Johnson  in  1833,  and  died  in 
Philadelphia  in  1867.  (11)  Charles,  born  in 

1808,  was  married,  and  died  in  1830  in  Albany, 
N.  Y.  ( 12)  William,  born  in  1810,  died  in 
1830,  unmarried.  (13)  Rev.  James  AJexan- 
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der,  born  in  1813,  married  in  1840  Helen  Rock- 
ville, of  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  (second)  in  1844 
Fanny  L.  Grant,  jof  Stafford,  Conn.  He 
graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1834,  studied 
theology  at  East  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  was 
pastor  at  Wilbraham  and  South  Williamstown, 
Mass.,  and  Hanover,  Conn.  He  died  in  186 — . 

Henry  Hazen,  the  father  of  Dr.  Miner 
C.,  and  son  of  Frederick,  wias  born  in  1799. 
He  attended  the  district  schools  and  learned 
the  trade  of  wagonmaking,  which  he  followed 
for  a brief  time,  and  then,  owing  to  frail 
health,  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Agawam, 
Mass.,  and  later  in  Suflield,  Conn.  Again  set- 
tling in  Agawam,  he  became  one  of  the  lead- 
ing farmers  of  the  town,  having  one  of  the 
best  cultivated  farms  in  the  vicinity.  He  held 
no  office,  but  was  much  interested  in  the  town 
and  all  progressive  measures  advanced  for  the 
welfare  of  the  community.  In  1858  Mr.  Hazen 
disposed  of  his  property,  and  removed  to  Han- 
cock county,  111.,  taking  with  him  all  his  family 
except  his  daughter  Cynthia  and  son  Miner 
C.  He  purchased  lands  in  the  county  he  had 
chosen  for  his  new  home,  and  carried  on  farm- 
ing until  1868,  when  he  returned  to  the  East 
and  settled  in  Haddanr,  Conn.,  buying  a farm 
there,  whereon  he  died  in  1879,  aged  seventy- 
nine.  In  1824  Mir.  Hazen  married  Lucy  Corn- 
stock,  born  in  Ivoryton,  Conn.,  who  survived 
him,  and  also  died,  in  Haddanx,  in  1891,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-seven.  They  were  members 
of  the  Baptist  church  and  were  warmly  inter- 
ested in  church  affairs,  contributing  freely  to 
the  support  of  the  samje.  Mr.  Hazen  was  a 
quiet,  unassuming  man,  honorable  and  true  in 
all  his  dealings,  and  made  and  retained  friends, 
being  held  in  high  esteem  wherever  he  lived, 
both  in  the  East  and  in  the  West.  All  his 
life  he  held  slavery  in  abhorrence,  and  was  a 
strong  Abolitionist.  He  was  naturally  an  earn- 
est Union  man,  and  sent  three  off  his  sons 
into  the  great  Civil  war.  one  of  them,  his 
youngest  child  and  son,  Charles  Washington, 
dying  in  the  service. 

Henry  and  Lucy  ( Comstock)  Hhzen  had 
eight  children:  ( r)  Howard,  born  in  1825, 

was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  He  married 
in  Kentucky,  and  has  one  daughter,  M'ary.  He 
now1  resides  in  Centerville,  Iowa.  (2)  Eliza, 
born  in  1827,  married  Henry  White,  of  West 
Springfield,  and  both  are  deceased.  They 
had  six  children,  two  of  whom  have  died. 
John,  one  of  the  children,  Was  educated  in 


Germany  and  this  country  in  music,  and  is  an 


organist  of  much  note.  He  has  lived  in  New 


York  for  years  and  has  been  organist  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Hall’s  church,  the  St.  Francis  Xavier,  and 
also  of  St.  Patrick’s  Cathedral.  (3)  Dr.  Mi- 
ner C.  is  our  subject.  (4)  Nielson,  born  in 
1831,  married  and  has  five  children;  he  re- 
sides in  Oklahoma.  (5)  Cynthia,  born  in  1834, 
married  Chauncey  M.  Kilbourne,  of  Newing- 
ton, Conn.,  and  both  are  deceased.  They  had 
one  daughter,  Ella,  also  deceased.  (6)  Or- 
ville B.,  born  in  1838,  married  and  resides  in 
Norfolk,  Neb.  He  has  several  children.  One 
son.  Miner  Colfax,  is  one  of  the  rising  young 
lawyers  of  his  community,  having  studied  law 
with  Lhiited  States  Senator  Allen,  of  Nebras- 
ka. Orville  B.  Hazen,  the  father,  was  in  the 


Civil  war,  serving  in  an  Illinois  regiment.  (7). 


Olivia  G.,  born  in  1841,  married  and  has  two 
children,  and  resides  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  She 
is  an  artist,  and  is  an  accomplished  woman  in 
many  ways.  (8)  Charles  Washington,  born 
in  1845,  died  in  1865.  He  was  a soldier  in 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  serving  in  an  Illinois 
regiment,  and  participated  with  his  command 
in  many  engagements.  He  secured  a furlough 
in  1865,  and  died  on  his  way  home.  He  was 
a splendid  type  of  the  young  men  who  left 
their  homes  in  1861-65  to1  fight  for  the  per- 
petuity of  the  Union. 

Dr.  Miner  C.  Hazen  was  born  February 
11,  1829,  in  Agawam,  Mass.,  and  received 
his  early  education  in  the  district  schools,  and 
the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  at  Suffield, 
Conn.  Removing  to  Bristol,  Conn.,  he  re- 
mained there  three  years,  teaching  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  establishing  and  continuing  for 
a year  a private  school  of  his  owh.  Having 
decided  upon  the  medical  profession  as  his 
life  work,  he  also  studied  medicine  there  with 
Dr.  Austen,  a well  known  physician  of  Bris- 
tol. He  then  took  a course  of  lectures  in  the 
Berkshire  Medical  College,  of  Pittsfield,  Mass. 
R|e turning  to  Agawam,  he  supplemented  his 
previous  study  with  a year  or  more  with  Dr. 
Vaille,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  then  a leading 
and  learned  physician  and  surgeon  of  the  city, 
and  attended  lectures  at  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan,  whence 


he  graduated  in  1855.  Dr.  Hazen’s  class- 


mate and  chum  was  the  afterward  celebrated 
physician  and  surgeon,  Dr.  William!  Warren 
Greene,  of  Portland,  Maine,  a brother  of  Jacob 
L.  Greene,  the  president  of  the  Connecticut 
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Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Hart- 
ford. 

Immediately  after  receiving  his  degree  Dr. 
Hazen  established  himself  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  soon 
became  favorably  known  as  a physician,  form- 
ing permanent  and  lasting  friendships  with 
miany  of  the  leading  families.  After  five  years 
of  practice  in  Middletown  he  remioved  to  Had- 
dami,  Conn.,  where  for  forty-twp  years  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  profession, 
and  is  still  (1902),  in  his  seventy-fourth  year, 
continuing  his  work,  to  which  he  is  apparently 
as  much  attached  as  he  was  in  his  younger 
days.  Dr.  Hazen  is  a member  of  the  Connecti- 
cut State  Medical  Society,  the  Middlesex 
County  Medical  Association,  and  the  American 
Medical  Association.  In  1892  he  was  selected 
to  prepare  the  Centennial  history  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex County  Medical  Association,  which  was 
published  in  the  sarnie  year  with  the  centennial 
proceedings  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  So- 
ciety. Dr.  Hazen  is  held  in  high  esteem  by 
his  medical  brethren,  as  well  for  his  profession- 
al knowledge  as  for  his  many  excellent  cjuali- 
ties  of  mind  and  heart.  He  is  a member  of 
Granite  Lodge,  A F.  & A.  M.,  of  Haddam. 
The  Doctor  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Middletown,  also  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Haddam!.  Later  he  joined  the  Con- 
gregational Church  there,  in  the  work  of  which 
he  has  been  active  also,  and  has  served  as  dea- 
con of  the  church.  He  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  was  county  commissioner  for  six  years, 
having  been  appointed  to  that  office  by  Govs. 
Hubbard  and  Bigelow.  In  connection  with  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  Dr.  Hazen  has  been 
interested  in  agricultural  matters,  trying  to 
miake  two  spears  of  grass  grow  on  his  Con- 
necticut farm  where  but  one  grew  before.  He 
has  been  a great  admirer,  and  to  a considerable 
extent  breeder,  of  Jersey  cattle,  having  raised 
som|e  of  the  finest  specimens  produced  in  the 
State,  thus  materially  adding  to1  the  value  of 
this  important  branch  of  agriculture. 

Dr.  Hazen  wlas  married  April  28,  1852,  to 
Lenraira  R.,  daughter  of  Orrin  and  Annah 
(Gaylord)  Judson,  of  Bristol,  Conn.  Richard 
Judson,  her  grandfather,  horn  February  11, 
1772,  was  a farmer  of  Newtown,  Conn.  Hie 
was  married  January  r,  1794,  to  Thamar  C. 
Sherwood,  born  December  16,  1775.  Their 
children  were:  Daniel,  Sallie,  Orrin  (the 

father  of  Mrs.  Hazen),  Charles,  Rebecca,  Rus- 


sell, Roswell  and  Samuel,  all  deceased  except 
Rebecca,  who  has  now1  (1902)  reached  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-six  years.  Orrin  Jud- 
son was  a farmer  living  in  Bristol,  Conn.,  was 
an  upright,  honorable  man,  and  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Prior  to  the  Civil  war  he 
was  a Democrat,  but  became  a Republican 
then,  and  was  a warm)  supporter  of  the  Gov- 
ernment during  those  trying  days.  He  died 
in  Bristol  at  the  age  of  eighty.  Mr.  Judson 
was  married,  in  1825,  to  Annah  Gaylord, 
daughter  of  Elam  and  Rachel  (Gridley)  Gay- 
lord, of  Bristol,  Conn.  The  children  born  to 
this  union  were:  Ann  C.,  Lemira  R.  (Mrs. 
Hazen),  and  Silliman  O.  The  last  named 
m|arried  Eunice  Prince,  of  Plymouth,  Conn., 
and  had  three  children,  all  now  deceased,  as 
is  also  the  father.  Ann  C.  married  Meshach 
W.  Ball,  of  Agawam,  Mlass.,  and  they  had  four 
children,  Lewis  J.  (who  is  one  of  the  leading 
grocers  of  Springfield,  Mass.),  Bessie  A.,  Nor- 
man (deceased)  and  Mary  J. 

Children  as  follows  came  to  the  union  of 
Dr.  Miner  C.  Hazen  and  his  wife,  Lemira  R. : 
( 1 ) Charles  Sumner,  born  in  Middletown, 
Conn.,  May  30,  1856,  died  in  1866.  (2) 

George  Hannum,  born  in  Middletown.  Janu- 
ary 17,  1858,  received  his  early  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  Haddam  and  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  where  he  was  graduated  from  the 
high  school.  He  graduated  from  the  New 
York  University  in  the  class  of  1881.  and 
since  that  time  has  been  associated  with  the 
Century  Company,  of  New;  York.  On  July 
9,  1885,  he  was  married  to  Ella  Gardner, 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Wright) 
Gardner,  of  New  York,  and  they  have  had 
four  children,  Charles  Simmer  (deceased), 
William)  Gardner,  Dorothy  and  Alina.  (3) 
Eldwlard  Warriner,  born  February  13,  i860,  at 
Middletown,  Conn.,  attended  the  district 
schools  of  Haddam,  the  Brainerd  Academy, 
and  the  Wesleyan  Academy,  at  Wilbraham, 
M,ass.  He  is  at  present  western  manager  for 
the  Curtis  Publishing  Company,  with  offices  in 
Chicago.  Mr.  Hazen  was  married  September 
22,  1886,  to  Helen  A.,  daughter  of  Capt.  Da- 
vid C.  and  Julia  (Dickinson)  Russell,  of  Had- 
dam, Conn.  (4)  Mary  Eliza,  born  May  7. 
1862.  in  Haddam.  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  at  Haddam,  the  Brainerd  Acade- 
my, and  the  Morgan  school,  at  Clinton.  Conn. 
On  December  27,  1890,  she  married  Frank  H. 
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Arnold,  son  of  Henry  B.  and  Mary  (Noble) 
Arnold,  of  Haddam,  and  resides  in  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  where  Mr.  Arnold  holds  a responsible 
position  with  the  Benedict  & Burnham  Com- 
pany. (5)  Annah  Judson,  horn  September  30, 
1865,  in  Haddam),  Conn.,  died  May  28,  1868. 
(6)  Henry  Comstock,  born  September  24, 
1867,  in  Haddam,  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Haddam,  Brainerd  Academy, 
the  high  school  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  and 
the  academiy  at  Wilbraham,  Mass.  He  studied 
medicine  with  his  father,  attended  the  Burling- 
ton (Vt.)  Medical  College,  and  was  three 
years  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, in  New1  York  City,  from  whence  he 
graduated  in  1891.  He  was  attached  to  the 
medical  staff  of  the  Charity  Hospital  of  New 
York  for  eighteen  months,  and  served  on  the 
staff  of  the  Hospital  of  the  New  York  Lying- 
in  Society.  He  is  a prominent  young  physi- 
cian and  surgeon,  has  a large  practice,  and  is 
connected  with  several  of  the  city  hospitals. 
He  was  mjarried  (first)  September  10,  1896, 
to  Anne  L.,  daughter  of  Prof.  J.  Lewis  Smith, 
M.  D.,  of  New  York  City.  She  died  May  6, 
1898.  Dr.  Hazen  was  married  (second)  Janu- 
ary 10,  1900,  to  Ethel  Smith,  a sister  of  his 
deceased  wife.  (7)  Lucy  Abigail,  born  Sep- 
tember 5,  1869,  in  Haddam1,  was  educated  in 
the  Haddam  public  schools,  the  Brainerd  Acad- 
emy, and  the  Normal  School  at  N/ew  Britain, 
Conn.,  where  she  prepared  herself  for  kinder- 
garten work,  and  is  now  a successful  teacher 
in  the  Hartford  public  schools.  (8)  Josiah 
Judson,  born  December  11,  1871,  in  Haddam, 
attended  the  district  schools  at  Haddam;,  the 
Brainerd  Academy,  and  the  Connecticut  Liter- 
ary Institute,  at  Suffield,  Conn. ; he  studied 
four  years  in  Phillips  Academy,  at  Andover, 
Mass.,  and  was  graduated  from  Yale  Univer- 
sity in  1898.  He  is  connected  in  business  with 
the  B.  F.  Cummins  Company,  of  Chicago. 

On  April  28,  1902,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hazen, 
surrounded  by  their  surviving  children  and 
grandchildren,  celebrated  the  golden  anni- 
versary of  their  wedding.  Mir.  and  Mrs.  M. 
W.  Ball,  of  Springfield,  the  latter  Mrs.  Ha- 
zen’s  sister,  who  “stood  up’’  with  the  Doctor 
and  his  wife  on  the  occasion  of  their  mar- 
riage, also  came  to  add  their  congratulations. 
Telegrarffs  and  letters  of  congratulation,  many 
of  the  latter  containing  photographs,  poured 
in  during  the  day,  many  boxes  of  choice  flow- 
ers were  also  received,  and  a large  number 


of  friends  called  to>  express  their  good  wishes. 
In  the  evening  there  was  a delegation  of  chil- 
dren from  the  County  Home,  who1  brought  a 
box  of  fifty  roses,  pink  and  white.  Later  came 
a body  of  people  from  the  village,  who1  pre- 
sented a purse  of  gold,  and  the  Shailerville  Fife 
and  Drum  Corps  united  with  the  Haddam 
drummers  in  a serenade.  The  grandchildren 
presented  a loving  cup,  the  children  a substan- 
tial sum  in  gold.  Dr.  Hazen  responded  to 
the  remarks  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lewis, 
and,  after  reading  a poem  from  Whittier  wShich 
expressed  his  feelings,  requested  the  entire 
company  to'  join  in  singing  the  Portugese 
hymn.  The  occasion  was  one  which  will  long 
be  remembered  by  those  who  had  the  pleasure 
of  participation. 

THE  DURHAM  MEMORIAL  PUBLIC 
LIBRARY  was  dedicated  August  14,  1902, 
and  presented  to  the  town.  It  was  a gift  from 
the  townspeople,  costing,  complete,  about 
$7,000. 

Through  the  public  spirit  and  united  effort 
of  the  freemen,  the  clergy,  the  school  teachers, 
the  noble  women,  the  school  children  and 
friends,  a fund  was  established  in  an  annual 
appropriation  by  the  town  for  the  purchase 
of  books:  and  the  erection  o*f  the  building  was 
secured  by  popular  subscription.  The  heart 
of  a woman  patron  was  touched  by  the  needs 
of  a home  for  the  increasing  number  of  vol- 
umes, the  result  being  the  gift  of  a beautiful 
site,  dedicated  for  two  centuries  to'  Christianity 
and  education,  the  pastoral  home  of  the  early 
church,  a gift  of  a worthy  descendant  of  a 
most  noble  and  worthy  ancestor. 

Among  those  to  memory  dear  wtho  labored 
long  and  earnestly  in  the  accomplishment  of 
this  work  was  Miss  Mary  J.  Camp.  Faithful 
as  a teacher,  she  gave  a quickening  of  thought 
and  an  inspiration  of  heart  and  soul  to  many 
a youth  of  her  native  town.  The  crowning 
acts  of  her  life  were  in  the  care  and  improve- 
ment of  the  cemleteries,  the  identifying  and 
marking  of  the  graves  of  Revolutionary  sol- 
diers, and  the  educational  influence  exerted 
for  the  public  library. 

Words  fail  to'  do<  justice  to  the  ladies  who 
for  more  than  two  years  labored  to  create  the 
fund  for  this  building.  Entertainments,  per- 
sonal solicitation  and  the  aggressiveness  of 
an  active  campaign  kept  alive  the  interest 
w|hich  culminated  in  success.  The  school  chil- 
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dren  performed  well  their  part  in  this  achieve- 
ment. The  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  last 
church  edifice  on  the  meeting-house  green 
mjade  this  building  possible.  Tracing  down 
through  the  two-  hundred  years  of  Durham  his- 
tory to  this  last  Ecclesiastical  Society  and  to 
this  building,  we  connect  the  stalwart  men  of 
the  past,  whose  memories  we  revere  and  whose 
example  we  emulate. 

This  Mlemorial  Library  is  the  first  brick 
I building  erected  in  Durham,  the  third  of  its 
! kind  in  the  State,  contributed  entirely  from 
| its  own  people — a noble  tribute  to'  the  sagacity, 

J liberality  and  public  spirit  of  its  most  active 
j business  men. 

! 

^PHILIP  BAKER  has  long  held  a con- 
spicuous position  in  Cromwell,  Middlesex 
county.  Born  in  Hessen,  Germany,  he  is  a son 
of  Henry  Baker,  a prominent  farmer  in  Hes- 
I sen,  where  he  and  his  wife  died.  Henry  Baker 
i married  Caroline  Genshemer,  and  they  had  the 
following  children : Philip ; Henry,  who  died 
I at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years;  Jacob,  who  is 
now  living  in  Brooklyn ; and  Peter,  who  is  liv- 
ing in  Germany. 

Philip  Baker  was  born  March  13,  1828, 
and  was  a scholar  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  village.  His  father  died  when  he  was 
six  years  old,  and  his  mother  when  he  was  ten. 
Starting  out  at  that  tender  age  to  make  his 
way  in  the  world,  he  began  by  learning  the 
trade  of  a barber,  and  had  to  pay  for  the  priv- 
ilege. Later  on  in  his  apprenticeship  he  re- 
ceived his  board  and  twenty  cents  a week.  For 
seven  years  he  was  a barber  in  Heidelberg.  In 
December,  1851,  Mr.  Baker  sailed  from  Lon- 
don, England,  bound  for  New  York,  which 
point  he  reached  after  a voyage  of  eighteen 
days,  December  24,  1851,  with  a small  amount 
of  money  in  his  pocket.  Finding  work  at  once, 

1 at  the  corner  of  Green  and  Broom  streets,  he 
held  the  position  for  six  months,  when  he  went 
to  Cornwall,  now  a part  of  Newburgh,  and 
there  he  worked  for  a time  in  the  brickyard. 
In  the  fall  he  returned  to  New  York,  and 
worked  in  a shop  on  Hutchins  street,  which  he 
bought  after  a time,  continuing  in  its  manage- 
ment for  seven  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
1 his  time  he  sold  and  came  to  Cromwell,  where 
lie  was  employed  in  the  finishing  department 
of  the  factory  of  J.  & E.  Stevens,  remaining 
I with  this  firm  for  seventeen  years,  at  the  end 


of  which  time  he  located  on  his  present  farm, 
which  he  bought  of  Conrad  Moore.  It  con- 
tains twenty-two  acres,  devoted  to  market  gar- 
dening. 

Mr.  Baker  was  married  in  New  York,  Sep- 
tember 24,  1854,  to  Caroline  Mankev,  who  was 
born  May  31,  1839,  in  Hanover,  Germany,  and 
was  brought  by  her  parents  to  this  country 
when  a girl  of  eleven  years.  Henry  Mankey, 
her  father,  was  a farmer.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Baker  have  come  the  following  children  : ( 1 ) 

Henry,  born  July  20,  1855,  died  in  infancy. 
(2)  Emma,  born  January  16,  1857,  married 
Charles  Beals,  a merchant  of  Newark,  N.  J., 
and  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Mary.  (3) 
John  H.  was  born  February  14,  1859.  (4) 

Mary,  born  March  10,  1861,  married  Oscar 
Schultz,  a Middletown  meat  dealer,  and  is  the 
mother  of  six  children,  Carrie,  Oscar,  Emma, 
John,  Alfred  and  Paul.  (5)  Dora,  born  May 
16,  1864,  married  A.  Drayer,  a farmer  of 
Westfield,  and  is  the  mother  of  three  children, 
Edward,  Elena  and  Hattie.  (6)  William, 
born  April  5,  1866,  is  now  living  in  New  Mex- 
ico, where  he  is  engaged  in  bridge  construc- 
tion. (7)  Jacob,  born  September  25,  1868,  is 
at  home.  (8)  Elizabeth,  born  November  15, 
1870,  is  deceased.  (9)  Frederick,  born  March 
2,  1873,  is  deceased.  (10)  Edward  L.,  born 
August  22,  1875  is  deceased.  ( 1 1 ) Charles, 
born  December  27,  1877,  is  living  at  home, 
and  is  employed  by  the  Berlin  Iron  Bridge 
Company,  of  Berlin,  Conn.  (12)  Alfred  was 
born  September  12,  1881.  (13)  Caroline  J., 

born  in  1883,  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Baker  is  a Democrat,  and  has  served 
two  terms  on  the  board  of  selectmen  in  Crom- 
well. With  his  wife  he  belongs  to  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  They  are  good  people,  and  have 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  community  to 
a marked  degree. 

NEWTON  PHILO  BEVIN,  son  of  Philo 
Bevin  [see  Bevin  family],  was  born  May  16. 
1849,  on  Bevin  Hill,  in  the  town  of  Chat- 
ham, village  of  East  Hampton,  in  Middlesex 
county.  He  received  excellent  schooling,  be- 
ginning at  the  school  of  his  native  village  and 
subsequently  attending  French’s  well-known 
school  at  New  Haven.  He  spent  three  years 
at  Phillips  Academy,  Andover,  Mass.,  and  one 
term  at  a classical  school  maintained  by  Guy 
B.  Day,  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.  On  leaving 
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school  he  entered  the  bell  shops  of  the  Bevin 
Brothers  Manufacturing  Company,  at  East 
Hampton,  and  continued  ten  years,  in  this  way 
mastering  all  the  details  of  the  business. 

In  1878  Mr.  Bevin  went  to  New  York  and 
entered  the  retail  dry-goods  house  of  A.  T. 
Stewart  & Co.,  as  collector,  remaining  two 
years.  He  was  next,  for  a period  of  eight 
years,  with  Hard  & Rand,  coffee  importers  of 
New  York.  In  1888  he  went  to  Colorado,  and 
spent  ten  years  in  that  State,  being  interested 
in  mining  and  real-estate  operations.  He  re- 
turned to  New  York  in  1898,  but  was  called 
to  his  native  home,  two  years  later,  to  settle 
up  the  affairs  of  his  deceased  brother,  S.  Mills 
Bevin.  In  this  undertaking  he  was  brought 
into  close  business  relations  with  his  brother’s 
widow,  and  the  acquaintance  thus  formed  led 
to  mutual  affection,  and  resulted  in  their  mar- 
riage, on  June  20,  1901.  Soon  thereafter  they 
took  up  their  residence  at  Jamaica,  N.  Y., 
where  they  now  reside.  Mr.  Bevin  accepts  the 
religious  faith  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  has  always  been  a Republican  in  political 
principle. 

WILLIAM  CLARK  is  spending  the  last 
years  of  a long  and  industrious  life  in  honora- 
ble retirement  in  the  East  Long  Hill  District, 
of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county  in  an  invit- 
ing and  pleasant  home. 

The  ancestry  of  the  Clark  family  runs  back 
to  John  Clark,  who  was  born  in  Ipswich,  Eng- 
land, in  1612,  and  came  to  Massachusetts  in 
1634.  He  was  among  the  very  earliest  set- 
tlers of  New  Haven,  where  he  assisted  in  the 
formation  of  the  government.  In  1648  he  is 
recorded  as  clerk  of  the  militia.  He  married 
a daughter  of  George  Lamberton,  of  the 
“Phantom  Ship.”  Their  son,  John,  born  in 
New  Haven  in  1637,  was  known  as  “Plain 
John,”  to  distinguish  him  from  other  John 
Clarks  who  had  various  titles;  he  had  none, 
and  his  democratic  nature  is  evidenced  in  his 
assumption  of  “Plain  John.”  John  Clark  mar- 
ried Abigail  Cheney,  and  their  children  were 
Anna,  John,  Ambrose,  Cheney  and  Eunice. 

Ambrose  Clark,  known  as  “Lord  Am,” 
born  in  1696,  wlas  an  extensive  land  owner  in 
Middletown,  owning  one  tract  eighty  rods 
wide  and  four  miles  long.  His  house  in  Long 
Hill  was  noted  for  its  size.  He  married  Eliz- 
abeth Ward,  who  was  born  in  1694,  daughter 


of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Rockwell)  Ward.  Hej 
died  in  1764.  His  children  were:  Annie,  1 
Elizabeth,  John,  Ambrose,  Eunice,  Sarah,  1 
Samuel,  Lamberton,  Mary  and  William. 

Lamberton  Clark  was  born  in  1731  and 
married  Rebecca  Jones,  of  Saybrook,  Conn. 
They  had  the  following  children  : John,  Mary 
and  Thomas.  Mrs.  Rebecca  Clark  died  in 
1758,  and  Mr.  Clark  married,  for  his  second 
wife,  Sarah  Foster.  Their  children  were: 
Lamberton,  Samuel,  Ambrose,  Stephen, 
George,  Daniel,  Enoch,  William,  Michael  and  ; 


Seth. 

Ambrose  Clark,  son  of  Lamberton,  was 
born  in  1763,  and  resided  in  Middletown,  and 
later  in  Glastonbury.  He  married  Alice  Ran- 
som, daughter  of  Peleg  Ransom,  and  their 
children  were : Sally,  Peleg,  Daniel,  William, 

Polly  (who  married  P'arley  Bidwell),  Am- 
brose and  Sally. 

William  Clark,  son  of  Ambrose  and  father 
of  William  Clark,  whose  name  introduces  this 
article,  was  born  at  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  in 
February,  1792.  In  early  life  he  worked  in  the 
Portland  quarries.  For  a short  time  after  his 
marriage  he  was  a farmer,  but  most  of  his 
time  during  his  active  life  was  spent  in  the 
quarries,  where  he  worked  altogether  some 
twenty-five  years.  In  Newfield  he  purchased 
a farm  which  is  now  occupied  by  the  Caleb 
Johnson  brick  yard,  and  there  he  died  in  Oc- 
tober, 1855.  William  Clark  married  Lucy 
Bowers,  who  was  born  in  Portland  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1798,  and  died  in  1847.  Their  children 
were : Lucy  Ann  married  Samuel  Reeves,  of 

Portland,  where  she  died.  Sarah  M.  married 
Samuel  Fenn,  and  died  in  Middletown.  Will- 
iam is  mentioned  below.  Elizabeth  married 
Robert  Dunlap,  and  later  became  the  wife  of 
Dexter  B.  Breckinridge;  she  is  now  living 
with  her  brother  William.  Laura  married 
Henry  Thompson,  and  is  now  living  in  East 
Haddam,  Connecticut. 

William  Clark,  whose  name  appears  at  the 
opening  of  this  article,  was  born  July  25,  1825, 
in  what  is  now  Portland,  and  when  eight  years 
old  moved  with  his  parents  to  the  farm  noted 
above.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  left  school 
and  began  learning  the  stonecutter’s  trade  un- 


der the  instruction  of  Thomas  Simpson,  with 
whom  he  remained  two  years,  after  which  he 
spent  three  years  in  the  Portland  quarries.  At  ; 
Meriden  he  was  employed  in  Miller’s  Brass 
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Works  for  a season,  and  for  some  months  he 
was  in  the  Shailer  & Hall  quarry  at  Portland. 
Following  this  he  worked  for  his  brother-in- 
law,  Samuel  Fenn,  in  the  trucking  business, 
and  then  spent  two  years  at  home,  helping  his 
father  in  the  care  of  the  farm.  During  this 
time  his  father  died.  At  Middletown  he  was 
employed  in  various  lines  until  1861,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  Second  Connecticut 
Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Capt.  Dickinson, 
the  first  company  to  leave  Middletown.  Mr. 
Clark  was  on  detail  duty  near  the  scene  of  the 
first  battle  of  Bull  Run.  His  first  enlistment 
was  under  the  three  months’  call,,  and  in  Sep- 
tember, 1 86 1,  he  re-enlisted,  from  Middle- 
town,  in  Company  D,  Twenty-fourth  Connecti- 
cut Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Capt.  Parker. 
The  regiment  was  sent  to  Port  Hudson,  and 
was  there  at  the  time  of  its  surrender,  July  8, 
1863,  after  which  the  command  was  sent  to 
Ship  Island,  where  many  died  from  diarrhoea, 
Mr.  Clark  was  mustered  out  at  Middletown, 
September  30,  1863,  with  health  much  broken, 
down. 

For  some  years  Mr.  Clark  was  employed 
in  and  around  Middletown,  and  for  seventeen 
years  he  was  employed  in  the  W.  B.  Douglass 
factory.  He  has  always  been  a hard  worker, 
and  in  his  habits  economical.  In  1870  he 
bought  the  land  on  which  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  Since  1898  he  has  lived  retired. 
Mr.  Clark  has  trained  under  the  banner  of  the 
Republican'  party  since  its  organization ; he 
voted  for  Gen.  Fremont.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Mansfield  Post,  No.  53,  G.  A.  R.  Mr. 
Clark  has  never  married. 

JAMES  HEZEKIAH  PELTON.  For 
many  years  the  name  of  Pelton  has  been  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  Middlesex  county,  and 
especially  in  the  town  of  Portland,  where  the 
ancestors  of  our  subject  figured  in  its  affairs, 
and  their  descendants  have  since  been  identi- 
fied with  the  town's  history. 

James  If.  Pelton  is  connected  with  two  of 
the  oldest  families  in  Middlesex,  the  Penfields 
and  the  Hamlins,  the  Pelton  line  being  through 
John,  Samuel,  John,  Joseph,  Abner,  Abner, 
Jr.,  Hezekiah  G.,  reaching  James  IP,  in  the 
eighth  generation.  The  Hamlin  line  is 
through  Giles  (who  in  1650  came  to  Middle- 
town),  William,  Charles,  Charles  (2),  Esther 


Hamlin,  Hezekiah  G.  Pelton,  reaching  our 
subject  in  the  seventh  generation. 

(I)  John  Pelton  came  from  England  to 
Boston  about  1633,  removing  to  Dorchester 
about  1643. 

(II)  Samuel  Pelton,  son  of  John,  the  im- 
migrant, born  in  1647,  married  Mary  Smith. 

(III)  John  Pelton,  son  of  Samuel,  born  in 
Dorchester  in  1682,  was  the  first  of  the  family 
to  settle  in  Middletown.  He  married  Jemima 
Johnson.  His  death  occurred  in  1735,  and  he 
was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  at  Essex,  Con- 
necticut. 

(IV)  Joseph  Pelton,  son  of  John,  was  born 

at  Lyme,  Conn.,  in  1744,  lived  on  Penfield  Hill, 
and  died  in  1804.  His  wife,  Anna  Penfield,  a 
native  of  Chatham,  died  in  1797.  Their  chil- 
dren were : Elizabeth ; Sarah  married  Jona- 

athan  Brown;  Jonathan;  Joseph;  Joseph  (2), 
known  as  Capt.  Joseph,  died  in  Great  Barring- 
ton; Abner;  Anna  married  Charles  Davis,  of 
Portland;  Jonathan  died  in  Euclid,  Ohio; 
Elizabeth  (2)  married  Moses  Stocking,  and 
died  in  Sheffield,  Mass. ; Azubah  married 
Amos  Nathaniel  Roberts,  and  died  in  Water- 
loo, N.  Y. ; Asahel  married  Nabby  Ranny,  of 
Portland;  Reuel,  married  Lucy  Barnes,  of 
Cromwell,  and  died  at  Sherman,  Chautauqua 
Co.,  N.  Y. ; and  Hatsel,  married  Hannah  Stiles., 
and  later  removed  by  ox  teams  to  Woodstock, 
Connecticut. 

(V)  Abner  Pelton  was  born  at  Chatham, 
in  1755,  lived  on  Penfield  Hill,  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  and  died  in  1846.  He  mar- 
ried first  Sarah  Bidwell,  and  second  Mrs. 
Dorothy  Bagley.  Of  his  children  we  have  the 
following  record  : Matilda,  who  married  Jon- 
athan Bush;  Amos,  killed  by  a fall  from  a tree; 
Abner,  Jr.,  who  died  in  1841  ; Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried Jabez  Norton;  Jeremiah;  Vienna,  mar- 
ried to  Dwell  Goff ; and  Philinda. 

(VI)  Abner  Pelton.  Jr.,  was  born  in 
Chatham,  and  lived  in  Penfield  Hill  District, 
where  he  engaged  in  an  agricultural  life,  and 
died  in  1841.  In  1801  he  first  married 
Esther  Hamlin,  daughter  of  Charles  Hamlin, 
of  Middletown.  In  1833  he  married  Mrs. 
Sophronia  (Strong)  Whitmore,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Strong,  of  Middletown,  and  she  sur- 
vived until  1870.  Abner  Pelton.  Jr.,  was  the 
father  of  the  following  children:  (1)  Eben- 
ezer  Brown,  born  in  1802.  left  Portland  and  re- 
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moved  to  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  a:  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature  from  Hampden  county. 
He  married  (first)  Prudence  Gertrude  Pen- 
field,  of  Portland,  (second)  Sophia  Northam, 
of  Gilead,  Conn.,  became  the  father  of  thir- 
teen children,  and  died  in  Lowville,  N.  Y.  (2) 
Charles  Hamlin  followed  the  printing  trade 
for  sixty  years,  at  one  time  under  Horace 
Greeley,  but  he  returned  to  Middletown  and 
was  the  oldest  printer  in  Connecticut  at  time 
of  death.  He  married  (first)  Matilda  Graves 
of  Hebron,  Conn.,  and  (second)  Emily  Hall, 
of  Meriden.  (3)  Hezekiah  is  mentioned  fur- 
ther below.  (4)  Sarah  Bidwell,  married 
Henry  Conklin  of  Portland.  (5)  Vienna, 
born  in  1813,  married  Benjamin  Abbey.  (6) 
Amos,  born  in  1815,  went  West,  and  married 
in  Ohio,  later  becoming  a farmer  in  Illinois. 

(VII)  Hezekiah  Goodrich  Pelton  was 
born  May  8,  1806,  in  Portland,  and  resided  in 
the  Penfield  Hill  district  where  he  had  been 
reared  a farmer.  He  lived  at  one  time  on  the 
site  of  what  is  the  town  farm  of  Portland,  but 
about  1840  bought  the  farm  where  he  lived 
and  died,  his  son,  James  H.,  now  occupying 
and  owning  the  same.  From  the  organization 
of  the  party  Mr.  Pelton  was  a Republican,  and 
served  as  selectman  for  the  town  of  Portland, 
always  doing  his  best  for  the  interest  of  the 
community.  His  death  occurred  October  20, 
1886,  general  regret  being  felt  over  the  pass- 
ing away  of  one  who  possessed  the  esteem  of 
all.  Although  he  was  a farmer,  he  was  a 
man  of  wide  reading,  fond  of  poetry,  and  was 
always  well  posted  in  the  issues  of  the  day. 
He  was  one  of  the  devoted  adherents  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  On  June  3,  1833,  Mr.  Pel- 
ton  married  Elizabeth  Ann  Penfield,  who  was 
born  May  1,  1808,  a daughter  of  Zebu  Ion  and 
Prudence  (Dixon)  Penfield.  Their  children 
were:  (1)  Philip  Sage,  born  in  1834,  resides 

at  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  married  Leona  A.  Gal- 
lagher. (2)  George  Henry,  born  in  1837,  is 
a sailor  and  resides  in  Meriden ; he  has  passed 
many  years  in  California  and  in  Australia. 
(3)  Jane  Robertson,  born  in  1839,  died  di 
1884.  (4)  Edward  Franklin,  born  in  1842, 

served  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  as  a mem- 
ber of  Company  D,  Twentieth  Connecticut 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  killed  at  Peach 
Tree  Creek  in  August,  1864.  (5)  James  H. 

(6)  Elizabeth  Lavinia,  born  in  1849,  resides 
with  her  brother  on  the  home  farm. 


James  H.  Pelton  was  born  January  12, 
1846,  in  the  town  of  Portland,  and  his  chief 
occupation  has  been  in  agriculture,  the  1 
well-tilled  fields  of  the  farm  on  which  he  lives, 
a short  distance  from  the  center  of  the  village, 
giving  evidence  of  what  intelligent  effort  in  f 
agricultural  pursuits  will  accomplish.  His 
education  was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  Dis- 
trict No.  6,  Portland,  and  he  recalls  his  first 
teacher,  Hon.  Levi  Warner.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  left  school,  being  at  that  time  well  ! 
advanced  in  his  classes,  and  remained  at  home,  1 
as  he  was  the  only  boy  of  the  family  not  al-  } 
ready  engaged  in  other  business. 

Early  interested  in  politics,  he  was  made 
assessor  in  1871,  giving  the  office  up  volun-  ; 
tarily;  in  1881  he  became  a member  of  the 
board  of  selectmen,  and  served  six  years,  then  jj 
being  made  first  selectman.  Mr.  Pelton  has 
served  in  many  other  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  \ 
people,  and  for  a number  of  years  has  been 
a justice  of  the  peace,  his  successive  election 
to  these  offices,  without  solicitation  on  his 
part,  showing  the  confidence  and  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  by  the  people  of  Portland. 
Under  his  administration  the  roads  of  the  } 
town  have  been  placed  in  excellent  condition.  f 
and  show)  the  efficiency  of  his  efforts.  Fra- 
ternally, Mr.  Pelton  is  connected  with  War-  ; 
ren  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  Freestone  Chap-  , 
ter,  R.  A.  M.,  and  is  also  a member  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  through  , 
his  great-grandfather  Abner  Pelton.  Reared  j 
in  the  Episcopal  Church  he  has  long  been  one 
of  the  vestry  of  Trinity  Church,  of  Portland, 
and  is  one  of  the  members  prominently  identi- 
fied with  all  its  interests. 

; i 

JONATHAN  W.  CLARKE  (deceased), 
who  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  mlost  in- 
fluential citizens  of  Had  dam),  was  a great- 

grandson  of  Jonathan  Clarke,  a native  of  Hig-  i 

ganumi,  Conn.,  and  a descendant  of  the  Clarkes  f 
who  were  among  the  original  settlers  of  Had- 
dam,  in  1662.  The  grandfather  was  a seafar- 
ing man,  and  lost  his  life  on  a voyage.  He 
married  Mary  Brainerd,  who  for  her  second 
husband  married  a Mir.  Lewis. 

Jonathan  Clarke,  father  of  Jonathan  W., 
was  born  May  9,  1776,  in  Hlgganuml,  and  died 
February  24,  1839.  He  was  a shoemaker  by  i 
trade,  and  later  engaged  in  farming,  finally  lo- 
cating in  Turkey  Hill;  he  died  in  the  town  of 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


497 


Haddamt  At  one  time  he  Was  quite  an  exten- 
sive farmer,  and  was  also'  interested  in  lumber- 
ing. Politically  Mr.  Clarke  was  a Democrat. 
He  married  Lydia  Dennison,  of  Essex,  Conn., 
who  was  born  October  17,  1774,  and  died  Oc- 
tober 26,  1843,  and  their  children  were  : Sabra 
D.  mjarried  Sam'uel  Tyler,  of  the  Turkey  Hill 
District;  Lydia  Williams  married  William 
Wells,  of  East  Hampton,  now  deceased;  Jon- 
I athan  Williams  is  our  subject  proper. 

Jonathan  W.  Clarke  was  born  October  5, 
j 1812,  in  a house  near  his  late  home,  purchased 
by  his  father  in  connection  with  a four-acre 
tract  of  land.  Pie  attended  the  district  schools, 
and  subsequently  the  high  school,  in  Haddami, 
j and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  was  deemed  old 
enough  to-  be  thrown  upon  his  own  resources. 
He  began  work  at  Long  Hill,  entering  the 
ivory  factory,  where  he  remained  until  he  was 
j twenty-three,  being  employed  through  many 
j years  for  Dickinson  & Dea  and  John  Shailer, 

I and  ten  years  for  Samjuel  Arnold,  in  the  quar- 
ries, leaving  that  work  to  engage  in  farming. 
Before  his  death  he  became  one  of  the  largest 
landowners  in  the  county.  His  yields  from 
his  agricultural  work  were  large ; he  sold  800 
bushels  oif  potatoes  alone  a year,  and  also 
grew1  tobacco’  successfully,  besides  engaging 
at  times  in  other  lines — the  wood  business, 
cattle  Iraising,  etc.,  and  being  successful  in 
almost  all.  He  had  at  one  time  as  many  as 
twenty-five  head  of  stock.  He  and  Herman 
Clark  were  the  first  to  try  the  raising  of  to- 
bacco in  Iris  neighborhood. 

On  August  25,  1834,  Mr.  Clarke  married 
Catherine  Smith,  a daughter  of  Henry  and 
Sylvia  (Stephens)  Smith,  born  September  9, 
1814.  Mrs.  Clarke  had  one  sister,  Lydia,  the 
wife  of  Harry  Dickinson,  now  deceased.  To 
Mr.  and  Mfs.  Clarke  came  the  following  chil- 
dren: Philetta  M.,  born  Mhrch  2,  1836,  mar- 
1 ried  Charles  Wilcox,  of  the  Burr  District,  and 
died  February  11,  i860.  Henry  S.,  born  Au- 
gust 1,  1842,  died  July  3,  1896;  he  married 
Louisa  Brainerd,  and  lived  in  Beaver  Meadow, 
town  of  Haddami.  Dennison  Williams,  born 
November  25,  1847,  married  Isabel  Converse, 
and  Judson  Wells,  born  April  8,  1852,  died 
May  10,  1873. 

In  politics  Mr.  Clarke  was  an  old-time 
Democrat,  with  fixed  ideas  concerning  the 
principles  of  his  party.  For  many  years  he 
I was  prominently  identified  with  the  public  af- 
fairs of  his  town,  his  first  service  as  select- 
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man  covering  a period  of  twenty  years 
through  the  period  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he 
was  obliged  to  manage  everything  himself;  his 
second  term  lasted  fifteen  years.  His  term 
of  office  as  justice  of  the  peace  expired  when 
he  reached  his  seventieth  birthday ; for  thirty 
years  previously  he  had  faithfully  performed 
its  duties.  During  1872-73  he  represented  the 
town  in  the  State  legislature,  and  was  one 
of  the  committee  on  Court  Houses.  Mr.  Clarke 
was  also'  ex-director  of  the  Higganum  Bank, 
of  the  Deep  River  Bank,  and  of  other  organ- 
izations, but  lived  retired  for  some  years  pre- 
vious to  his  decease,  August  27,  1900.  Mrs. 
Clarke  survived  him  until  February  10,  1902. 
Mr.  Clarke  did  all  in  his  power  to  increase  the 
business  and  educational  interests  of  his  county 
and  State,  and  was  looked  upon  as  being  in 
every  sense  a representative  citizen. 

DENNISON  WILLIAMS  CLARKE,  son 
of  the  late  Jonathan  W.  Clarke,  of  Haddarn, 
and  a successful  and  enterprising  business  man 
of  Middletown,  much  respected  for  his  many 
manly  qualities,  was  born  in  Haddarn  Novem- 
ber 25,  1847.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  town  and  at 
the  Brainerd  Academy.  His  business  career 
began  with  the  formation  of  a partnership 
with  his  brother,  Judson,  they  carrying  on  the 
shoe  business  in  South  Farms.  His  brother 
dying,  Mr.  Clarke  continued  the  business 
alone  for  about  four  years.  From  there  he  re- 
moved to'  Meriden,  where  he  was  in  the  same 
line  one  year,  and  then  transferred  his  shoe 
business  to  Middletown,  opening  a fine  store 
on  Main  street.  He  successfully  maintained 
and  increased  the  business  until  April,  1897, 
when  he  closed  it  out  to  devote  himself  to  look- 
ing after  his  aged  parents,  who  continued  to  re- 
side on  the  old  homestead  at  Turkey  Hill. 
Mr.  Clarke  continued  to  reside  in  Middle- 
town,  but  he  went  regularly  each  week  to 
see  after  the  affairs  of  the  estate,  which 
comprised  1,200  or  more  acres,  and  which 
upon  the  death  of  his  parents  became  his 
inheritance.  He  still  retains  his  home  in  Mid- 
dletown, but  he  spends  much  of  his  time  at  the 
homestead,  particularly  during  the  summer. 
Mr.  Clarke  has,  after  having  made  a special 
study  of  the  Angora  goat  and  its  commercial 
value,  purchased  a number  of  these  animAls, 
and  has  at  present  a flock  of  twenty-seven  fine 
goats,  nearly  all  being  registered  stock.  He  is 
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the  only1  man  now  engaged  in  this  line  in  Mid- 
dlesex County. 

Politically,  like  his  honored  father,  Mr. 
Clarke  is  a Democrat.  He  has  not  held  public 
office,  but  in  other  lines  he  has  been  a busy 
man,  devoting  time  and  money  to  promoting 
the  activity  of  church  and'  societies.  He  has 
held  all  the  offices  in  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Middletown  except  that  of  deacon, 
and  is  a valued  member  of  the  same ; he  has 
also  been  interested  in  the  Y.  M,.  C.  A.  and 
has  held  offices  and  served  on  the  various  com- 
mittees of  the  samle.  Fraternally  he  is  a:  mem- 
ber of  Apollo  Lodge,  No.  33,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Andrew  and  Philip  Church  So- 
ciety. In  all  life's  relations  Mr.  Clarke  has 
been  a good  citizen,  interested  in  his  city  and 
its  affairs.  He  has  led  an  industrious  life,  has 
prospered,  and  nowJ  stands  among  the  most 
respected  residents  of  his  city  and  county. 

M'rs.  Dennison  W.  Clarke  was  'born  in 
Chicopee,  Mass.,  and  was  educated  there  and 
in  a private  school  in  Agawiam,  Mass.  Her 
father,  Samuel  Converse,  married  Elizabeth 
Bullard,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Bullard.  San> 
uel  Converse  was  in  the  eighth  generation 
from  Samuel  Converse,  the  emigrant  ancestor, 
who*  came  from  England  and  settled  at  Thomp- 
son, Conn.,  where  he  was  the  third  signer  of 
the  covenant  establishing  the  Congregational 
Church  at  that  place.  The  Bullard  family 
was  an  old  and  honored  one  in  Massachusetts, 
settling  first  at  Haverhill,  that  State.  From 
there  grandfather  Benjamin  Bullard  removed 
to  New.  Hampshire,  and  thence  to  Chicopee, 
Mass,  where  he  was  a deacon  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  a man  of  very  high  character, 
greatly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

ELLSWORTH  W.  NORTON.  In  the 
Norton  family  there  is  a tradition  of  three 
brothers,  who  came  over  from  England  and 
settled  in  different  sections  of  Connecticut. 
One  located  in  Killingworth,  and  from  him 
are  descended  the  family  of  whom  Ellsworth 
W.  is  a member. 

Thomas  Norton,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Ellsworth  W.,  was  a resident  of  Killingworth, 
where  his  son  Russell  was  born. 

Russell  Norton,  son  of  Thomas,  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Killingworth,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  became  the  owner  of  a large  estate. 


He  was  twice  married  and  he  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty.  His  children  by  his  first  marriage 
wlere:  Willard,  George,  Alfred,  Jeremiah 

and  Janette  ; and  by  the  second  marriage  was 
born  Diana,  who  married  Edward  Stevens,  of 
North  Madison. 

Jeremiah  Norton,  son  of  Russell  and  fa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  born  in  North  Kill- 
ingwiorth  where  his  life  was  passed,  and  where 
he  died  in  1852.  He  married  Bethsheba  Wil- 
cox, who  was  born  in  Killingworth,  a daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Hannah  (Turner)  Wilcox, 
and  who  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty.  The 
second  marriage  of  Mr.  Norton  was  to  Sa- 
phronia  Wilcox,  a cousin  of  his  former  wife. 
The  children  of  the  first  union  were:  Ells- 

worth W. ; and  Cordelia  J.,  widowl  of  William 
A.  Redfield,  a native  of  Killingworth,  has 
three  children,  and  lives  in  Humboldt,  Kan. 
By  the  second  marriage  were  born : Cynthia, 

who  married  and  lives  in  Bridgeport,  Conn. ; 
William  E. ; and  Egbert  I.,  of  Ivoryton,  for 
many  years  connected  with  The  'Comstock, 
Cheney  & Co. 

Ellsworth  W.  Norton  was  born  in  Killing- 
wlorth  September  23,  1841,  but  at  the  age  of 
ten  years  went  to  Guilford  and  remained  in 
that  neighborhood  for  the  succeeding  six 
years,  later  becoming  something  of  a rover. 
His  education  was  obtained  at  Killingworth 
and  Guilford.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
shipped  aboard  a coasting  schooner,  and  for 
four  years  lived  a life  on  the  water,  beginning 
as  a hand  before  the  mast  and  rising  to  the 
important  position  of  second  mate  in  the  mer- 
chant service.  Later  he  was  employed  by  the 
government  for  two'  and  one-half  years  as  a 
member  of  the  construction  corps.  Becoming 
tired  of  a roving  life,  Mr.  Norton  returned  to 
his  old  home  in  Killingworth,  which  he  has 
always  regarded  as  the  garden  spot  of  Con- 
necticut, and  there  bought  a shop  and  em- 
barked in  a small  w'ay  in  the  business  of  wood- 
turning and  sawing.  In  1884  he  moved  to 
Essex,  where  he  has  remained  in  the  same 
business  ever  since,  employing  a number  of 
men,  and  where  he  also  engages  in  some  car- 
penter work,  his  own  home  being  one  of  the 
most  substantial  in  the  town  of  Centerbrook. 
In  politics  Mr.  Norton  is  a stanch  Republican, 
but  his  tastes  have  never  been  in  the  direction 
of  office,  his  business  claiming  his  attention. 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


499 


t 

Ellsworth  W.  Norton  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Elizabeth  E.  Turner,  of  Killing- 
Worth,  a daughter  of  Dr.  Rufus  and  Sarah 
(Wooster)  Turner,  and  two  daughters  have 
been  born  of  this  union,  Jennie  I.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1871 ; and  Belle  Louise,  born  July 
11,  1873.  The  entire  family  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church. 

Dr.  Rufus  Turner  was  a distinguished 
man,  and  had  an  interesting  career.  In 
1813-14  he  attended  the  first  course  of  medi- 
cal  lectures  given  in  Yale  College,  other  mem- 
bers of  that  class  being  Dr.  A.  L.  Bissell,  Dr. 
W.  L.  Lay  and  Jared  P.  Kirtland,  with  whom 
| he  kept  up  an  intimacy  which  lasted  through 
life.  That  course  of  lectures  was  remarkable 
on  acount  of  the  learned  instructors,  they  be- 
ing such  men  as  Prof.  Silliman,  Dr.  Knight, 
Dr.  Smith,  and  others  of  no  less  renown.  Dr. 
Turner  settled  in  Killingworth  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession  for  a 
reason  covering  thirty-seven  years,  during 
,vlhich  time  almost  every  family  in  the  neigh- 
borhood had  occasion  to  make  demands  upon 
fis  skill.  Careful,  faithful  and  generous,  Dr. 
Turner’s  memory  is  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of 
he  people  of  this  part  of  the  State.  His  de- 
sire was  to  educate  his  family  well,  and  he 
vas  always  identified  with  any  measure  look- 
ng  toward  educational  advancement  in  the 
ommunity.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  ar- 
dent advocates  of  temperance,  and  was  a true 
ihilanthropist.  His  tales  of  his  early  rides  on 
lorseback  to  visit  patients  scattered  through 
Killingworth,  Haddam,  Chester,  Winthrop 
nd  North  Madison,  ploughing  through  snow 
Irifts,  with  boots  filled  with  water  and  clotti- 
ng soaked  with  rain,  were  very  interesting, 
nd  only  an  iron  constitution  could  have  held 
>ut  so  long.  Though  a man  of  perfect  physical 
ealth,  ip  youth  weighing  200  pounds,  the 

Ivear  and  tear  of  such  a hard  life  finally  told 
pon  him,  and  his  death  occurred  November 
1,  1851.  The  honorary  degree  of  M.  D.  was 
eceived  from  the  medical  society  and  Yale 
lollege,  in  1830,  and  he  was  made  a fellow 
nd  member  of  the  standing  committee  to 
ominate  professors  for  Yale  College  for  a 
umber  of  years.  Among  the  town  offices  lie 
eld  with  honor,  was  treasurer  for  the  school 
oard,  having  at  different  times  served  in  all 
ie  local  offices. 


JOHN  LOGAN,  an  industrious  and 
steady-going  citizen  of  Middletown,  Middle- 
sex county,  has  since  1862  been  continuously 
in  the  employ  of  the  Russell  Manufacturing 
Company  at  Middletown,  and  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  reliable  and  trustworthy  men 
connected  with  that  institution.  He  came  to 
the  United  States  when  nineteen  years  old, 
and  with  the  help  of  a good  wife  has  secured 
a comfortable  home  and  reared  a good  fam- 
ily. He  is  a man  of  energy  and  thrifty  habits, 
and  his  reputation  is  that  of  an  upright  and 
straightforward  character. 

Mr.  Logan  is  a full-blooded  Scotchman, 
born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  January  8,  1840, 
son  of  William  and  Margaret  (Pettigrew) 
Logan.  His  father,  who  was  a block  printer, 
died  November  17,  1846.  Margaret  Petti- 
grew was  born  November  22,  1818,  in  Scot- 
land. They  had  the  following  children : 
(1)  John  is  mentioned  below.  (2)  Margaret 
M.,  born  July  25,  1841,  is  now!  Mrs.  Daniel 
G.  Chattaway,  and  lives  in  South  Farms.  She 
has  been  twice  married.  (3)  Jeannette,  born 
November  23,  1843,  married  Alexander 

Ritchie,  and  died  in  Rockville,  Conn.  (4) 
Alexander,  born  Jan.  18,  1846,  died  February 
7,  1847.  The  father  died  in  Scotland,  and 
the  mother,  after  remaining  a widow  some 
time  married  Samuel  Longworth,  and  came 
with  him  to'  the  United  States.  They  sailed 
from  Greenock,  on  the  vessel  “Glasgow,”  and 
after  a three  weeks’  voyage  landed  at  New 
York,  in  the  latter  part  of  September,  1859, 
coming  directly  to  Middletown.  By  the  second 
union  there  were  two  children:  (1)  James 

born  July  2,  1853,  is  a fanner,  and  is  men- 
tioned elsewhere.  (2)  Elizabeth,  born  Jan- 
uary 29,  1855,  died  young.  Mrs.  Longworth 
always  lived  in  Johnson’s  Lane  after  coming 
to  Middletown,  and  she  died  there  March  4, 
1897.  She  was  buried  in  Farm  Hill  ceme- 
tery. 

John  Logan,  the  only  living  male  repre- 
sentative of  his  father’s  family,  had  but  little 
schooling,  being  the  eldest  child  of  his  wid- 
owed mother,  who  had  a family  to  support. 
He  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  while  he  was 
still  a young  boy,  serving  at  same  something 
over  four  years,  ini  Paisley,  Scotland.  Al- 
most as  soon  as  he  had  finished  his  appren- 
ticeship he  came  to  this  country,  1839.  and 
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found  work  as  a carpenter  at  Middletown, 
Conn.,  with  Jehosaphat  Spencer,  building  a 
flume  for  his  sawmill.  Mr.  Logan  continued 
working  at  his  trade,  and  for  about  three 
years  was  in  the  employ  of  J.  W.  Hubbard, 
at  housebuilding.  Since  1862  he  has  been 
with  the  Russell  Manufacturing  Company. 
He  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln  on  the  occa- 
sion of  his  candidacy  for  the  Presidency  in 
1864.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  Central  Lodge, 
No.  12,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Middletown. 

John  Logan  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Bacon 
were  married  March  24,  1867.  Mrs.  Logan 
was  born  January  26,  1841,  eldest  child  of 
Capt.  Charles  and  Eunice  (Bridgham)  Ba- 
con ; a sketch  of  her  father  appears  elsewhere. 
Their  three  children  are  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Ida 

Eloise,  born  May  27,  1868,  was  married  July 
24,  1887,  to  John  Hopkins,  and  lives  in  South 
Farms.  They  became  the  parents  of  three 
children — George  Logan,  born  January  19, 
1889,  who  died  January  31,  1891;  Grace  M., 
born  September  19,  1891 ; and  Paul  Milton, 
born  May  27,1896.  (2)  John  W.  was  born 

February  14,  1870.  (3)  Robert  S.,  born 

May  5,  1873,  *s  mentioned  presently.  Mrs. 
Logan  belongs  to  the  Methodist  church.  The 
family  home,  on  Wall  street,  was  built  about 
1872,  and  there  they  live,  enjoying  the  re- 
sults of  honest  and  industrious  lives. 

ROBERT  S.  LOGAN,  youngest  son  of 
John  Logan,  was  born  May  5,  1873,  in  the 
homestead  on  Wall  street,  South  Farms  and 
obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Middletown.  Being  a bright  and  earnest 
lad,  filled  with  the  hunger  after  education  that 
is  a characteristic  of  the  Scottish  blood,  he 
acquired  a good  store  of  valuable  information. 
In  1891  he  began  his  life  career  as  a clerk  for 
Charles  Brainard,  the  shoe  merchant  of  Mid- 
dletown, and  has  proved  in  every  way  a capa- 
ble and  progressive  young  man.  He  was 
married,  January  25,  1899,  to  Miss  Kather- 
ine Schwarz,  of  Middletown,  who  was  born 
in  Germany,  in  April,  1881,  daughter  of  Ja- 
cob Schwarz,  and  came  to  this  country  with 
her  parents  in  the  spring  of  1882.  They  have 
two  sons  : Sterling  Meredith,  born  March  15, 
1990,  and  Wilton  Chesleigh,  born  July  19', 
1901.  Mr.  Logan  is  one  of  the  popular  and  ef- 
ficient young  men  now  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits  in  Middletown,  and  there  is  none  his 


age  more  highly  esteemed  by  those  who-  appre- 
ciate steady  purpose,  upright  character  and  1 
steady  habits  in  a young  man.  Having  a good 
education,  he  is  well  prepared  for  a business 
career,  and  his  friends  not  unwisely  anticipate 
for  him  a successful  future. 

GEORGE  M.  PRATiT.  In  these  days,  1 
when  so  many  are  declaiming  about  the  loss 
of  opportunity  to  the  average  man,  asserting 
that  many  of  the  old-time  avenues  to  recogni- 
tion and  promotion  are  closed,  or  at  least  barred 
with  locks  which  respond  only  to  golden  keys, 
it  is  gratifying  to  mjeet  with  examples  like 
the  one  afforded  by  the  life  of  George  M). 
Pratt,  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  one 
of  the  city’s  most  prominent  business  men  and 
highly  respected  citizens. 

George  M.  Pratt  was  born  on  February 
8,  1829,  at  Ludlow,  Mass.,  son  of  John  and 
Adeline  (Aldrich)  Pratt.  The  Pratt  family  is  i 

one  of  the  very  oldest  in  the  history  of  New  j 

England,  and  the  branch  to  which  our  subject  j 
belongs  descended  in  a direct  line  from'  one  i 
Matthew1  Pratt,  as  follows:  Matthew  Pratt- 

settled  at  Weymouth,  Mass.  He  had  a son 
Samuel,  who  married  Hannah  Rogers  and  died 
in  1678.  His  son,  also-  named  Samuel,  was 
born  November  15,  1670,  and  died  August  11,  ' 

1728'  ; he  married  a lady  whose  first  name  was  ? 

Patience,  and  their  son,  Capt.  Benjamin,  was  ; 

born  in  1705,  and  died  June  29,  1785.  He  : 

married  Mary  Turner.  The  son  of  this  union,  f 

Solomon,  who  died  November  6,  1776,  married  j 

Hannah  White,  and  had  a son  Jonathan,  born 
May  18,  1773,  who  died  April  16,  1846.  The 
latter  married  Abagail  Phillip,  born  on  May  5, 
1776,  who  died  October  16,  1861.  Their  son,  ! 

John,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  Sep  term  | 

her  3,  1802,  and  died  September  8,  1850.  He  ' 

married  Adeline  Aldrich,  who  was  born  Octo- 
ber 1,  1806,  and  died  October  16,  1848.  It  is 
known  that  at  least  ten  parties  bearing  the 
name  of  Pratt  came  to  New  England  between 
1621  and  1650,  but  none  of  them  are  connected 
with  our  subejct. 

John  Pratt,  father  of  George  M.,  was  a 
blacksmith,  and  worked  at  his  trade  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  Springfield,  Mass. 

His  family  consisted  of  two  sons,  George  M,. 
and  John  Franklin,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
employed  in  numerous  factories  in  Connecti- 
cut, afterward  moving  to  Bellefonte,  Pa.  He 
made  a specialty  of  the  manufacture  of  edge 
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tools.  At  his  death,  which  occurred  at  Belle- 
fonte,  he  left  one  daughter. 

When  George  Ml  Pratt  was  an  infant  his 
parents  removed  from  Ludlow,  Miass.,  to  Col- 
linsville, Conn.,  where  the  father  was  em- 
ployed in  a factory,  and  when  George  was 
nine  years  old  he  went  to  live  with  his  grand- 
father Pratt,  at  Pelham,  Mass.,  in  which  town 
also  resided  his  maternal  ’grandfather,  Asa 
Aldrich.  Until  he  was  thirteen  he  attended 
the  district  schools,  receiving  a somewhat  lim- 
ited education,  although  to  talk  with  him,  to- 
day no  one  Would  discover  the  fact,  as  he 
has  so  added  to  his  store  of  knowledge  by 
judicious  reading  that  he  is  a very  well  in- 
formed gentleman,  and  a delightful  talker. 
Being  very  genial,  and  fond  of  a good  joke, 
even  if  told  against  himself,  he  relates  many 
amiusing  incidents  of  his  school  and  boyhood 
days,  when  he  tramped  one  and  one-half  miles 
through  the  snow  to  school  and  contended  with 
other  boys,  older  than  himself,  who'  seemed 
to  dispute  the  right  of  way.  An  amusing 
story  of  those  early  days  is  his  account  of  his 
first  business  transaction,  when  he  gathered 
huckleberries  himself,  and  also  handled  the 
product  of  others,  on  commission.  Clad  in 
his  homespun  clothes,  barefooted  and  sun- 
burned, the  little  fellow  went  bravely  to  the 
front  door  of  an  imposing  looking  house,  with 
his  basket  on  his  arm,  and  was  astonished  to 
be  told  to  go  to'  the  proper  part  of  the  edifice 
if  he  wished  to  make  any  sales ; needless  to 
say  the  bright  boy  never  again  went  to  the 
front  door  on  such  an  errand. 

When  our  subject  was  thirteen  years  of 
age,  John  Pratt,  being  at  Whitneyville,  Conn., 
secured  for  his  son  a position  in  a grocery 
store.  By  the  time  the  boy  reached  the  town, 
however,  it  was  already  taken,  and  with  the 
pluck  which  has  ahvays  characterized  his  ac- 
tions George  found  employment  with  a Mr. 
Heaton,  of  Hamlden,  New  Haven  county,  a 
farmer,  receiving  from  him  seven  dollars  a 
month.  After  working  for  a summer  he  re- 
turned to  Whitneyville  and  entered  the  Whit- 
neyville Armory,  where  guns  and  rifles  were 
made  for  the  United  States  Government.  His 
next  removal  was  to  Rock  Fall,  Conn.  At 
that  time  a pistol  factory  was  being  erected  by 
six  mechanics,  who  had  banded  together  to 
fill  a contract  for  32,000  pistols  for  the  United 
! States  Government,  the  largest  number  of 
shares  being  held  by  Henry  Aston.  The  first  I 


work  George  M.  Pratt  did  for  this  concern 
w|as  shoveling  dirt  for  the  dam  built  to-  control 
the  water  power.  As  soon  as  the  factory  was 
finished  he  obtained  employment  in  the  black- 
smith shop,  where  he  soon  so  thoroughly  mas- 
tered the  details  of  the  business  that  he  took 
a contract  for  making  parts  of  the  pistols. 
When  Mr.  Aston  was  succeeded  by  I.  N. 
Johnson  our  subject  secured  the  contract  for 
making  all  the  brass  work  on  13,000  pistols, 
all  the  mountings  in  those  days  being  made  of 
brass.  These  pistols  are  very  quaint,  to  judge 
from  one  of  them  now  in  Mr.  Pratt's  posses- 
sion, and  the  work  was  finely  executed.  In 
those  days  the  various  parts  of  an  article  were 
made  on  contract,  and  the  contractor  received 
no  money  until  the  entire  undertaking 
was  finished,  so  that  those  who  labored 
were  obliged  to  live  on  credit  for  a year 
or  more.  For  fourteen  years  George  Pratt 
engaged  at  contract  work  with  this  con- 
cern, finally  leaving  and  connecting  himself 
wlith  Sharp’s  rifle  factory  in  Hartford, 
taking  the  contract  for  making  the  ele- 
vated sights  for  25,000  guns  for  the  English 
Government  during  the  Crimean  war.  Hav- 
ing so  complete  a knowledge  of  the  work, 
it  would  have  been  possible  for  Mr.  Pratt  to 
make  at  least  sixty  dollars  a day,  but  the  firm 
went  into  liquidation,  and  Mr.  Pratt  entered 
Colt’s  factory  at  Hartford,  with  this  concern 
taking  a contract  for  making  hammers  for 
guns  and  pistols.  After  a year,  however,  he 
returned  to  Rock  Fall,  Conn.,  and  with  1.  N. 
Johnson  embarked  in  the  business  of  making 
tools,  and  the  firm  was  very  successful  until 
they  took  a contract  to  build  1,000  sewing 
machines  fpr  a New  York  concern.  Just  as 
they  had  secured  their  materials  and  were  fair- 
ly started,  litigation  was  entered  into  by  sev- 
eral big  sewing  machine  companies,  including 
Wheeler  & Wilson,  the  Howe  Company,  Grov- 
er & Baker,  and  the  Singer  Company,  all  of 
whom  claimed  their  patents  had  been  infringed 
upon.  The  result  was  that  the  work  was 
stopped  when  the  machines  were  in  such  shape 
that  nothing  could  be  realized  upon  them,  and 
the  undertaking  was  a total  loss.  As  poor 
as  when  he  shoveled  dirt  upon  the  dam’,  ex- 
cept for  his  knowledge  of  his  life  work,  George 
M.  Pratt,  without  stopping  to  repine,  engaged 
with  the  Savage  Arms  Company  as  superin- 
tendent of  their  factory,  later  l>ecoming  a con- 
tractor with  them.  In  the  meanwhile  the 
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plant  was  removed  to  Middletown,  and  lou 
cated  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Hamilton  and 
Church  streets.  One  of  the  contracts  of  this 
concern  was  for  25,000  gun  locks  for  the 
United  States  Government,  and  Mr.  Pratt 
made  all  the  gun  lock  guards  and  guard 
bows.  This  order  was  followed  by  another  for 
25,000'  more,  and  Mir.  Pratt  had  the  same  con- 
tract, and  also  acted  as  superintendent.  These 
gun  locks  were  used  on  guns  during  the  Civil 
war.  Another  large  contract  was  the  build- 
ing of  10,000  sewing  machines  for  Finkle  & 
Lyon,  of  Ntew  York,  and  when  this  firm  failed 
the  Savage  Arms  Company,  according  to  the 
agreement,  finished  the  machines  and  disposed 
of  them!.  In  time  this  concern  grew  into  the 
Victor  Sewing  Mhchine  Company,  of  which 
Mr.  Pratt  was  superintendent  until  they  went 
out  of  business.  While  with  this  concern  Mr. 
Pratt  conducted  an  extensive  business  in  re- 
tailing sewing  machines,  the  largest  one  ever 
carried  on  in  Middletown,  the  goods  handled 
embracing  all  the  leading  miakes.  In  this  line 
Mr.  Pratt  was  associated  with  Elijah  Ackley. 

The  next  connection  Mir.  Pratt  formed  was 
with  the  Spencer  gun  shop,  at  Windsor,  Conn., 
in  which  he  served  as  superintendent,  but  his 
health  failing,  he  Went  to  Florida,  later  re- 
turning to'  Miiddletown  much  improved.  As 
soon  as  he  reached  the  city  where  he  had 
been  so  extensively  engaged  in  business  he  had 
several  offers  to  superintend  shops  that  were 
m|aking  sewing  machines,  but  he  Was  not  anx- 
ious, as  he  humorously  expresses  it,  to  attend 
any  more  funerals  of  factories,  so  he  declined 
those  from!  Wallingford,  Conn.,  the  American 
Sewing  Machine  Company,  of  Philadelphia, 
the  Love  Sewing  Machine  Company,  of 
Rochester,  Pa.,  and  others,  subsequent  events 
proving  that  his  judgment  had  been  correct. 
In  June,  1886,  Mr.  Pratt  purchased  the  coal 
business  of  Arba  Hyde,  then  at  the  foot  of 
Court  street,  Miiddletown,  and  in  1898  built 
an  entirely  new  plant,  increased  the  water 
front,  added  to  his  storage  capacity,  and  now 
has  one  of  the  largest  coal  establishments  in 
Middletown,  and  by  his  energy,  good  manage- 
ment, fair  dealings  and  unsurpassed  facilities, 
has  built  up  a large  and  constantly  increasing- 
trade. 

On  January  20,  1850,  Mr.  P'ratt  married 
Elizabeth  Tidgewell,  a native  of  Sheffield,  Eng- 
land, born  in  November,  1831,  daughter  of 
James  and  Afina  Tidgewell,  also  natives  of 


Sheffield,  England.  Mr.  Tidgewell  was  a 
manufacturer  of  squares  and  bevels,  and  after 
coming  to  the  United  States  (when  Mrs.  Pratt 
was  six  years  old)  located  in  Middletown, 
Conn.,  almost  immediately  entering  the  employ 
of  Austin  Baldwin,  the  pioneer  plane  manu- 
facturer of  that  city.  Mrs.  Pratt  died  March 
1,  1900.  She  was  a.  charming  Christian  wo- 
man, and  attended  the  Universalist  Church 
with  her  husband,  although  at  one  time  she  was 
a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pratt  had  the  following  named  children : 
John  W.,  a skilled  tool  worker,  residing  at 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (he  is  a mute  and  married  to 
a mute)  ; G.  Frank,  associated  with  his  father, 
for  whom  he  is  bookkeeper;  and  Charles  Fos- 
ter, of  Middletown,  who  married  Hattie  E. 
Towner,  and  has  three  children,  Grace  Ack- 
ley, George  A.  and  Corinne  T.  All  are  a credit 
to  their  parents  and  their  rearing. 

In  politics  Mr.  Pratt  is  a stanch  Republi- 
can in  national  affairs,  but  in  local  matters 
votes  for  the  best  man,  and  has  served  in  the 
city  council.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  St. 
John's  Lodge,  F.  & A.  Mi,  Washington  Chap- 
ter and  Cyrene  Com|mandery,  at  Middletown; 
the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  the  Knights  of  Hon- 
or; and!  is  very  popular  in  all  these  organ- 
izations. 

Although  many  years  have  passed  over 
Mr.  Pratt's  head,  they  seem;  to  have  but  mel- 
lowed him  and  brought  out  his  mqny  excellent 
qualities.  Popular  among  his  friends,  esteemled 
by  his  business  associates,  beloved  in  his  fami- 
ly, he  is  a man  to  be  held  up  as  an  example 
of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  energy,  thrift, 
pluck  and  intelligence.  1 

MAJfKHAM.  Chatham  contains  many 
representatives  of  this  old  and  honored  family. 
As  elsewhere  related,  the  first  in  the  country 
was  Daniel  Markham,  who  died  in  Middle- 
town  in  1712.  His  son,  James  Mtarkham,  was 
born  in  Miiddletown,  and  married  Eliza  Lick. 
She  bore  him  one  son,  John  Markham,  who 
married  Desire  Sears,  November  3,  1748.  He 
died  March  30,  1788,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years,  his  wife  preceding  him  to  the  tomb  No- 
vember 10,  1786,  in  her  sixty-fourth  year. 

Their  seven  children  were:  , Elizabeth  Desire, 
who  married  Lemuel  West;  Nathaniel,  who 
was  three  times  married;  John,  referred  to  be- 
low; Dinah;  James;  Abigail;  and  Marjorie. 

It  is  with  the  line  of  John  Markham,  Jr., 
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that  this  narrative  has  to  do.  He  was  born  in 
1 7 56,  and  was  a farmer  in  Middle  Haddam, 
where  he  died  April  15,  1852,  having  at- 
tained the  extraordinary  age  of  ninety-six 
years,  fie  was  one  of  the  patriot  soldiers  who 
served  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution.  Mr. 
Markham  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  be- 
ing Asenath  Smith,  to*  whom  he  was  united 
January  11,  1781.  Their  children  were  four  in 
number:  Hiram,  John,  Betsey  Ann  and  Ase- 

nath. (1)  Hiram  was  the  father  of  Albert 
G.  Markham',  whose  biography  appears  else- 
where. (2)  John  lived  on  Chestnut  Hill;  he 
was  a man  of  prominence,  representing  the 
town  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  Eigh- 
teenth Senatorial  District  in  the  State  Senate, 
and  he  also  filled  various  local  offices  of  honor 
and  trust.  (3)  Betsey  Ann  married  Oliver 
Warner.  (4)  Asenath  died  unmarried.  The 
second  marriage  of  John  Mjarkham  was  to 
Mrs.  Annie  (Esterbrook)  Niles,  the  widow*  of 
Ambrose  Niles.  She  died  in  her  sixty-ninth 
year.  To  this  union  came  one  son  and  one 
daughter  (twins),  born  October  25,  1813,  who 
were  named  Laura  (Mrs.  Skinner)  and  Am- 
brose N.  Ambrose  N.  Markham  married  Ruth 
Ann  Skinner,  and  died  September  1,  1869. 
T(heir  children  were-  Augusta,  wife  of  John 
M..  Starr,  whose  life  story  is  told  on  another 
page;  Laura,  unmarried,  a resident  of  Mid- 
dle Haddam ; and  William,  who  married  Mlary 
Arthur. 

Mrs.  Laura  Markham  Skinner,  re- 
ceived her  early  education  in  the  schools  of 
Chestnut  Hill.  She  was  fond  of  study,  and 
proved  an  apt  pupil,  so*  that  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen she  was  deemled  qualified  to*  assume 
charge  of  the  school  as  its  teacher.  For  thir- 
teen years  she  followed  that  profession,  teach- 
ing at  Chestnut  Hill,  Haddam,  Higganum,  and 
elsewhere.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight  she 
gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Samuel  Skinner, 
who  was.  born  May  14,  1814,  and  left  her  a 
widow  October  16,  1895.  She  died  March 
6,  1902. 

Samuel  Skinnf.r  was  for  forty  years  a 
manufacturer  of  paper  boxes,  which  business  is 
still  carried  on  by  LeGrande  S.  Carpenter.  He 
was  a man  of  earnest  conviction,  deep  piety 
and  blameless  life.  For  many  years  his  polit- 
ical creed  was  that  of  the  Republican  party,  but 
in  later  life,  recognizing  the  fact  that  the  chief 
menace  to  the  perpetuity  of  democratic  insti- 


tutions lay  in  the  liquor  traffic,  he  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  Prohibitionists,  in  the  tenets  of 
which  party  Mrs.  Skinner,  also,  was  a firm  be- 
liever. He  was  a man  of  broad  and  enlight- 
ened public  spirit,  and  for  many  years  a deacon 
and  teacher  in  the  Congregational  Church,  his 
wife  aiding  him  in  Sunday-school  work  for 
more  than  half  a century.  He  was  the  second 
of  eight  children  born  to  Deacon  Warren  A. 
and  Anna  (Day)  Skinner,  who  were  married 
November  24,  1810.  Their  other  children 
were:  Diantha,  born  September  19,  1811, 

married  Anson  Carpenter ; Ruth  Ann,  born 
November  24,  1816,  married  Ambrose  N. 

Markham;  Emily,  born  February  21,  1819, 
married  John  Hungerford;  Mlary,  born  July 
27,  1821,  married  Daniel  Markham;  Hem-}', 
baptized  August  24,  1823,  married  Clarine  A. 
Markham;  John  William,  baptized  Sqntember 
11,  1824,  married  Amelia  Stranahan ; Warren, 
who  died  August  17,  1872,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
four  years,  married  Sarah  M.  Ackley. 

While  Mrs.  Laura  (Markham)  Skinner 
and  her  husband  were  blessed  with  no  children 
of  their  own,  they  welcomed  to  their  home 
many  children  of  relatives,  some  of  whom  were 
left  orphans  in  early  childhood,  to  whom  they 
gave  parental  love  and  who*  grew  to  maturity 
under  their  tender,  protecting  care.  Among 
those  whom  they  nurtured  and  reared  are  Au- 
gusta Markham,  a niece,  who  married  John 
Mi.  Starr,  as  has  been  already  stated ; LeGrande 
S.  Carpenter,  who  embarked  in  business  as  a 
manufacturer  of  paper  boxes,  and  married 
Helen  Hills ; Mary  Carpenter,  who  after  her 
marriage  settled  with  her  husband,  George  N. 
Landers,  in  Anthony,  Kans. ; and  Ellen  Niles, 
who  married  Philip  Hills,  and  accompanied 
him  to  Howard,  Kansas. 

Mrs.  Imogene  C.  Skinnf.r,  who  lived 
with  Mrs.  Laura  (Markham)  Skinner,  is  the 
widow  of  D.  Hawley  Skinner.  She  was, bom 
April  9.  1849,  daughter  of  Amos  B.  Latham, 
her  father’s  family  being  of  the  old  “May- 
flower” stock,  from  which  have  descended  men 
and  women  whose  virtues,  whose  lives  and 
whose  deeds  have  illumined  the  pages  of  a na- 
tion’s history.  Her  grandfather.  William 
Latham,  was  a respected  and  prominent  citizen, 
and  a successful  farmer,  of  Hebron,  Conn., 
in  which  town  he  was  born.  He  married  Bet- 
sey Barnes.  Her  father,  Amos  B.  Latham,  was 
born  in  Hebron,  June  2.  1816,  and  died  July 
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23,  1894.  He  married  Caroline  Loomis,  who 
was  born  September  23,  1818,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 1 7,  1858.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Elias  Loomis  and  Matilda  Carrier,  who  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  none  of  whom  are 
now  living,  viz.:  (1)  Lucretia  married  Alfred 
Chittenden,  of  Hebron.  (2)  Mary  became 
M,rs.  William  Thompson,  of  East  Haddam. 
(3)  Samuel  married  Charlotte  Brown,  and 
made  his  home  in  Colchester.  (4)  Caroline 
was  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Imogene  C.  Skinner. 
(5)  Antoinette  married  Gilbert  Worthington, 
of  Moodus.  The  three  youngest  children — ( 6) 
Jane,  (7)  Janette,  and  (8)  Juliet — were  trip- 
lets. Jane  married  Titus  Markham,  of  East 
Hampton;  Janette  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years;  Juliet  did  not  live  beyond  childhood. 
Elias  Loomis  passed  his  life  in  Marlboro,  Conn. 
In  youth  he  learned  the  joiner’s  trade,  and  aft- 
erward became  a farmer.  He  was  a man  of 
pronounced  convictions  and  of  strong,  rugged 
character.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and 
wielded  no  little  influence  in  local  party  affairs. 
He  filled  various  local  offices,  among  them 
the  town  clerkship,  the  duties  of  which  re- 
sponsible post  he  discharged  with  scrupulous 
fidelity  for  many  years.  Mrs.  Loomis  was  a de- 
vout member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

To  the  union  of  Amos  B.  and  Caroline 
(Loomis)  Latham  were  born  a family  of  six 
children,  as  follows:  Harriet  Jane  (Mrs. 

Stanley  Wadsworth,  of  East  Hartford)  ; Bet- 
sey (three  times  married,  first,  to  Joseph  Al- 
vord,  second,  to  Gamaliel  Waldo1,  and  third, 
to  William!  Burland,  of  Marshall,  Mlich.)  ; 
William  E.,  (a  three-years’  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  now  a real-estate  agent  in  New  Britain, 
who  married  Nettie  Flagg)  ; Joel  E.  (a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  now  a farmer  of  Kirkw'ood, 
S.  Dak.,  who>  married  Phoebe  Phillips)  ; Amos 
Melville  (a  farmer  of  Searsboro,  Iowa,  and 
married  to  Maggie  Wilson)  ; and  Imogene  C. 
Amos  B.  Latham  married,  for  his  second  wife, 
Eliza  McEver,  who  bore  him  two  sons, 
Charles  H.  and  Ernest  B.,  who  are  electricians 
in  New  York  City.  The  former  married  Min- 
nie Strong;  the  latter  married  Jessie  Cook, 
of  Belle  Plaine,  Iowa. 

David  Hawley  Skinner  married  April  9, 
1873,  Imogene  C.  Latham.  He  was  a son  of 
Henry  and  Clarine  A.  Skinner,  but  grew  up 
in  the  home  of  Samuel  and  Laura  (Markham) 
Skinner,  who — as  has  been  shown — having  no 


children  of  their  own,  reared  several  of  the 
progeny  of  their  relatives.  He  was  legally 
adopted  and  on  reaching  his  majority  was 
taken  into  partnership  by  Samuel  Skinner,  this 
relation  continuing  until  the  death  of  David 
Hawley,  on  June  2,  1888.  Mrs.  Imogene  C. 
Skinner  for  fourteen  years  retained  an  inter- 
est therein.  She  is  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  of  Belleville  Chapter,  Order 
of  the  Eastern  Star.  ' 

David  Hawley  Skinner  was  a man  who 
commanded  universal  respect  and  confidence, 
in  both  social  and  business  life.  He  was  es- 
pecially fond  of  children,  who  were  accustomed 
to  address  him  by  his  (Christian  name,  and 
received  many  kindnesses  from  him.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  united  with  the  Con- 
gregational church,  and  was  always  a faithful 
adherent  of  its  faith  and  works.  Of  quiet,  un- 
assuming nature,  he  did  not  seek  political  pre- 
ferment, but  never  failed  to  express  his  con- 
victions, by  voting  the  Prohibition  ticket.  Of 
kind  and  genial  nature,  he  was  ever  accommo- 
dating in  business,  industrious  and  energetic 
and  m!ade  friends  of  all  who  came  in  contact 
with  him. 

WASHINGTON  EDWARDS  GRIS- 
WOLD. There  are  in  every  commtunity  men 
whose  broad  characters  touch  all  vital  interests, 
and  who  by  their  capable  and  disinterested  de- 
votion to  affairs  acquire,  without  apparent  ef- 
fort, a position  of  influence  and  importance 
to  the  communal  life  about  them.  Washing- 
ton E.  Griswold  has  been  a lifelong  resident 
of  Connecticut.  In  a business  way  his  career 
has  been  most  fortunate  and  successful.  The 
capacity  for  business  which  he  has  admirably 
demonstrated,  he  has  freely  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  his  townsmen.  Liberal  and  kind  in 
disposition,  with  the  “Golden  Rule’’  as  his 
motto  in  life,  he  has  kept  close  to  the  people 
about  him  and  in  every  sense  has  identified 
himlself  with  causes  for  the  common  good. 

Mr.  Griswold  is  a descendant  (in  the  sev- 
enth generation)  from  (I)  Edward  Griswold, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  New  England.  Ed- 
ward Griswold  was  born  'in  Warwickshire, 
England,  in  1607,  one  of  a family  of  five 
brothers : Edward ; Thomas,  who  remained  in 
England;  Francis,  who  settled  at  Cambridge, 
Mass. ; Michael,  who  settled  at  Wethersfield, 
Conn. ; and  Matthew,  wlm  settled  at  Windsor, 
and  later  at  Lyme,  Conn.  Of  these,  Edward 
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located  first  in  Massachusetts,  and  later  at 
Windsor,  where  he  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers and  a land  owfner.  Thence  he  removed 
to  what  is  now  Killingworth,  Middlesex  Coun- 
ty, Conn.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  His  first  wife  was  named  Ann, 
and  his  second  Elizabeth.  His  ten  children 
were  as  follows  : Francis,  born  in  1629;  Sa- 

rah, in  1630;  George,  in  1632;  John,  in  1635; 
Ann,  August  19,  1642;  Mary,  October  5, 

1644;  Deborah,  June  28,  1646  (married  Sam- 
uel Buel)  ; Joseph,  Mtirch  22,  1648;  Samjuel, 
November  18,  1649;  and  John,  August  1, 
1652.  The  line  of  descent  from  the  founder 
of  the  Griswold  family  in  America  to  our  sub- 
ject is  as  follows : 

(II)  John  Griswold,  youngest  son  of  Ed- 

ward, born  August  1,  1652,  in  Killingworth, 
Middlesex  county,  Conn.,  was  a lifelong  resi- 
dent of  that  town.  He  died  August  7,  1717, 
and  was  buried  at  Killingworth.  He  was  twice 
married,  on  Nbvember  18,  1672,  to  Mary  Ba- 
vis,  w,iho'  died  December  29,  1679.  For  his 
second  wife  lie  wedded  Barshua  North,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Gideon  Walter  Price.  She  died 
March  19,  1736.  The  sixteen  children  of  John 
Griswold  were  as  follows : Mary,  born  Feb- 

ruary 2,  1674;  Margaret,  December  10,  1675; 
Hannah,  October  25,  1 677;  John,  September 
22,  1679  (died  December  14,  1679)  ; Dorothy, 
Miarch  4,  1681  (died  March,  1690)  ; Beth- 
shula,  December  5,  1682  (married  Daniel 
Clark);  John,  September  4,  1683;  Samuel, 
April  4,  1685  (married  Sarah  Wright,  died 
December  29,  1736);  Lucy,  July  21,  1686 
(married  Allen  Ball)  ; Martha,  June  1,  1689 
(died  November  17,  1690)  ; Joseph  and  Ben- 
jamin (twins),  September  20,  1690  (the  lat- 
ter married  Abigail  Norton)  ; Dorothy,  Sep- 
tember 3,  1692 j Martha,  June  16,  1694  (mar- 
ried Samuel  Pratt)  ; Daniel,  October  25,  1696 
(died  September  10,  1737,  married  Jerusha 
Stevens);  Walter,  Miarch  7,  1700  (died  Oc- 
tober, 1745,  mlarried  Sarah  Wright). 

(III)  Joseph  Griswold,  son  of  John,  born 
September  20,  1690  (a  twin  of  Benjamin),  in 
Killingworth,  spent  his  life  there.  He  was  a 
land  owner  and  farmer  in  Killingworth,  and 
died  there  April  8,  1771.  On  December  29, 
1714,  lie  married  Temperance  Lay,  who  died 
September  18,  1773.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  John  was  born  October  10,  1715;  Jo- 
seph, born  October  22,  1 7 1 C>.  married  Rebecca 
Rutley,  and  died  in  June,  1 77 1 ; Nathan,  1x>m 


April  28,  1719,  married  Sarah  Hull;  Giles, 
born  June  3,  1723,  married  Mercy  Chatfield, 
and  died  April  23,  1804;  John,  born  March  6, 
1726,  married  Mary  Ward;  Daniel,  born  Au- 
gust 10,  1728,  married  Lydia  Hull;  Jedediah, 
born  December  13,  1730,  married  Patience 
Bates. 

(IV)  Nathan  Griswold,  the  great-grand- 

father of  Washington  F.,  was  born  in  Killing- 
worth  April  28,  1719,  son  of  Joseph.  Like 
his  father  and  grandfather,  he  was  a farmer 
and  land  owner  and  prominent  citizen  of  Kill- 
ingworth, where  he  spent  his  life,  and  where 
he  died  and  is  buried.  H'e  married  May  2, 
1745,  Sarah  Hull,  daughter  of  Peter  Hull, 
and  their  eight  children  were  as  follows : Na- 

than, born  September  27,  1746,  m'arried  Je- 
mima Pierson.  Temperance  was  born  Decem- 
ber 14,  1748.  George,  born  November  5, 
1752,  married  Artemisia  Stevens,  and  died  No- 
vember 6,  1834.  Joel  was  born  Mjay  21,  1757. 
Sarah,  born  April  10,  1760,  died  October  5, 

1765.  Jared,  born  August  10,  1764,  died  Oc- 
tober 20,  1784.  Sarah,  born  February  20, 

1766,  died  October  26,  1784.  Martha,  born 
February  14,  1770,  died  October  5,  1784. 

(V)  Joel  Griswold  (grandfather  of  our 
subject),  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Kill- 
ingworth MJay  21,  1757,  became  a farmer  and 
a large  land  o wlner,  and  there  spent  his  life, 
dying  April  12,  1834;  he  was  buried  in  the 
Killingworth  cemetery.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  in  politics  a 
Federalist.  On  September  1,  1796,  he  married 
Sarah  Kelsey,  born  November  9,  1770,  who 
died  February  25,  1842,  and  was  buried  in 
Killingworth  cemetery.  She  was  a member 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  The  six  chil- 
dren of  Joel  and  Sarah  Griswold  were:  Mar- 
tin Heman,  born  October  19,  1797,  died  Janu- 
ary 31,  1810  (he  was  accidentally  scalded); 
Nathan  was  born  July  3,  1799:  Polly  Minerva, 
born  May  3,  1801,  married  John  Farnham, 
and  died  December  31.  1S72;  Dr.  George 
Washington,  born  July  26.  1804.  graduated 
from  Yale  College,  went  West  and  died  Sep- 
tember 22,  1834;  Sarah  Louise,  born  August 
30,  1807,  married  Henry  Scan  ton,  and  died 
in  February,  1884;  and  Joel  Pinckney,  bom 
March  4,  1809,  died  in  1865,  °ut  West.  Of 
these 

(VI)  Nathan  Griswold  ( father  of  our  sulv- 
ject)  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Kill- 
ingworth July  3.  1799.  He  attended  the  dis- 
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trict  schools  of  Killingworth,  but  was  mainly 
a self-educated  man.  He  was  a school  teacher 
for  several  years,  later  settling  down  to  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising,  becoming  one  of  the 
largest  land  owners  in  the  town  of  Killing- 
worth,  and  a prominent  citizen.  He  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  State  Legislature  at 
New  Haven  and  Hartford;  was  selectman  of 
the  town ; and  held  other  local  offices,  being 
quite  active  in  political  life.  In  political  senti- 
ment he  was  a stanch  Jacksonian  Democrat; 
in  religious  faith  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  He  died  on  his  farm  in  Kill- 
ing-worth April  21,  1872,  and  was  buried  in 
the  family  cemetery  in  Killingworth.  On  No- 
vember 25,  1827,  he  married  Riachel  Hull, 
daughter  of  John  Hull,  a well  known  citizen 
of  Killingworth,  and  their  children  were  as 
follows:  Alvira  L.,  born  October  27,  1828, 

married  Isaac  Kelsey,  of  Killingworth,  who 
died  August  10,  1901.  Washington  Edwards, 
our  subject,  sketch  of  whom  follow's.  Sarah 
Mehitabel,  born  December  27,  1832,  died  May 
26,  1893;  she  married  William  H.  Stevens,  of 
Killingworth.  Sherman  E.,  born  August  7, 
1835,  married  Adeline  Parmelee,  and  resides 
on  the  old  homestead  Mabel  R.  married  Al- 
fred Goodyear,  of  Hamden.  Charles  Nathan, 
born  in  Alpril,  1840,  died  October  22,  1844. 
Harriet  Lernira,  born  November  21,  1843, 

married  Ralph  Edward  Barnumi,  of  Killing- 
wprth.  The  mother  of  these  died  June  23, 
1873,  on  the  old  homestead,  aged  sixty-nine 
years,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  cemetery. 
She  was  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  a woman  of  noble  Christian  char- 
acter. 

i (VII)  Washington  T.  Griswold,  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 24,  1830.  and  was  reared  upon  the  old 
homestead.  He  attended  the  district  schools 
of  his  native  town,  later  pursuing  his  studies 
at  the  Mhdison  high  school,  and  at  the  State 
Normal  School,  New  Britain,  Hartford  coun- 
ty, and  for  some  years  he  taught  school  dur- 
ing the  winter  months,  working  on  the  farm!  in 
summer.  In  Killingworth  he  married  October 
4,  1 854,  Miss  Cordelia  Barnum,  who  was  born 
there  July  13,  1833,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  E. 
and  Juliett  (Evarts)  Barnum,  granddaughter 
of  Luther  and  Mabel  (Stephens)  Barnum,  and 
great-granddaughter  of  Capt.  Alaron  Stephens, 
who  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Griswold  obtained 


from  his  father  a tract  of  land,  and  there  be-  1 
gan  his  successful  career  as  a farmer.  From  1 
time  to1  time  he  made  notable  improvements, 
erecting  a handsome  dwelling  and  other  build- 
ings, the  total  improvements  costing  more  than 
$6,000.  Through  his  thrift  and  business  abil- 
ity he  prospered,  and  finally  acquired  over  250 
acres  of  fine  farming  land,  w,hich  he  devoted 
to  stock  raising  and  general  farming. 

Tb  our  subject  and  wife  two  children  were  ji 
born.  Charles  Edwards  died  in  infancy.  Edith 
I.,  born  September  5,  i860,  graduated  from 
the  Morgan  high  school  in  the  English  Classics, 
and  for  a number  of  years  taught  school  in 
Killingworth.  She  married  Albert  H.  Phelps,  1 
of  Guilford,  and  lived  in  the  beautiful  home  ! 
in  that  town  (purchased  for  her  by  her  father) 
until  her  death  December  20,  1894,  at  the  birth 
of  her  daughter,  Edith  Griswold.  She  was 
a member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  a 
young  lady  of  beauty  and  many  accomplish- 
ments, well-educated,  cultured  and  refined,  a \ 
loving  wife  and  affectionate  daughter.  Her  ; 
death  was  a sad  blow:  to  her  parents,  and  a 
shock  to  her  wide  circle  of  friends.  Between 
parents  and  child  the  attachment  was  unusually  * 
strong  and  close,  and  in  their  declining  years  | 
her  sweet  and  winning  personality  is  sadly  j 
missed. 

11 

In  1894,  after  the  death  of  his  daughter,  ? 
Mr.  Griswold  removed  to  Guilford,  and  sold  > 
most  of  his  farming  lands,  retaining  only  100  j 
acres.  He  still  manages  his  property,  but  since  J 
his  residence  at  Guilford  he  has  practically  1 
lived  a retired  life.  In  public  life  Mir.  Gris-  ! 
wold  has  been  notably  prominent.  He  repre-  j 
sented  the  town  of  Killingworth  in  the  State 
Legislature  in  1866-67  and  in  1885,  serving  ) 
in  the  old  State  Houses  at  Hartford  and  New  j 
Haven,  and  in  the  new  State  House  at  Hart- 
ford.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Democrat, 
and  he  has  held  nearly  all  the  offices  within  i 
the  gift  of  his  fellow'  townsmen.  For  eight  | 
years  he  was  judge  of  probate  for  the  district 
of  Killingworth.  For  fourteen  years  he  filled 
the  office  of  selectman,  serving  as  chairman 
of  the  board  most  of  the  time,  and  he  held  that 
office  during  the  Cfivil  war,  when  the  duties 
were  more  exacting  than  they  ever  were  before 
or  have  been  since.  He  has  been  assessor  and 
tax  collector  of  Killingworth,  served  on  the 
board  of  relief,  and  for  twenty  years  was  a 
justice  of  the  peace.  Mr.  Griswold  has  ever 
taken  a deep  interest  in  the  public  schools,  and 
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has  served  as  chairman  of  the  board  most  of 
the  time  for  twenty  years.  Since  his  removal 
to  Guilford  he  has  declined  many  offices,  con- 
senting, however,  in  1897,  to  his  nomination  as 
first  selectman,  and  serving  the  term.  In  1899 
he  was  elected  a member  of  the  school  board, 
and  is  still  serving. 

In  religious  belief  Mr.  Griswold  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Church  Society  at  Guilford,  and  a 
liberal  supporter  of  the  same.  His  personal 
habits  have  always  been  above  reproach,  and 
he  is  opposed  to  the  use  of  strong  drink  or 
tobacco  in  any  form).  Mrs.  Griswold  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  a lady 
of  refinement,  modesty  and  intelligence,  de- 
voted to  her  husband  and  to  her  home.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Grange  in  Killingwiorth, 
and  both  are  well  informed  upon  the  leading 
events  and  subjects  of  the  day.  They  are  most 
highly  esteemed  and  respected  by  all  who  know 
them,  and  now,  in  the  afternoon  of  their  life, 
they  are  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  earlier 
labor,  and  dispensing  with  generous  and  dis- 
criminating care  the  material  blessings  which 
it  is  theirs  to  command. 

GEORGE  SAVAGE  WILCOX.  Two 
brothers,  Thomas  and  John  Wilcox,  one  of 
whom  was  the  ancestor  of  this  gentleman, 
came  fromi  Hartford  about  1650,  and  settled 
at  Upper  Houses,  Middletown,  which  is  now 
known  as  Cromwell.  For  more  than  200  years 
their  progeny  have  tilled  the  soil,  and  have 
demonstrated  the  fact,  as  reported  by  the  Com- 
nittee  to  the  General  Court  in  1648,  “that 
here  was  subsistence  in  the  plantation  of  Mat- 
abessett  for  fifteen  families.”  The  Wilcox 
amily  has  long  been  prominent  in  Cromwell, 
out  in  time  the  name  will  be  extinct  here,  as 
jeorge  S.  and  his  brother,  James  H.,  are  the 
only  representatives  of  the  family  living,  and 
leither  has  male  issue. 

George  S.  Wilcox,  one  of  the  substantial  and 
eading  citizens  of  Cromwell,  was  born  May 
ib  1834,  on  the  location  where  now  stands 
he  residence  of  Dr.  Frank  Hallock,  in  Crom- 
vell.  Attending  the  district  school  and  Crom- 
rell  Academy,  he  had  very  fair  opportunity  for 
ducation.  In  his  later  boyhood  he  attended 
chool  during  the  winter  and  worked  on  his 
ather  s farm  during  the  summer.  Independ- 
ut  in  spirit,  lie  determined  to  make  his  own 


way  in  the  world,  and  learned  the  joiner's 
trade  under  a Mr.  White,  in  Hartford.  With 
that  gentleman  he  remained  four  years,  and 
became  a skilled  workman  under  his  instruc- 
tion. In  1856  Mr.  Wilcox  joined  the  wide- 
spread migration  to  California,  making  the 
journey  via  Nicaragua  and  the  Isthmus.  He 
sailed  from  New  York  and  the  journey  was 
made  in  twenty-five  days.  Mr.  Wilcox  landed 
at  San  Francisco  with  very  little  money  in 
his  pocket.  He  found  work  in  a quartz  mill 
at  Grass  Valley,  where  he  remained  for  a short 
time,  and  then,  in  company  with  several  others, 
bought  a claim  and  operated  it  with  profit  for 
one  winter.  In  the  spring  they  sold  out  at 
an  advanced  price,  and  Mr.  Wilcox  returned 
to  the  quartz  mill,  where  he  worked  two  years. 
On  his  return  to  Cromwell  he  resumed  work 
on  his  father’s  farm.  The  estate  was  divided 
among  the  children  before  the  father's  death. 
In  1895  Mr.  Wilcox  was  obliged  by  ill  health 
to  give  up  manual  labor,  but  he  still  oversees 
the  farm  work.  M!r.  Wilcox  put  up  his  pres- 
ent home,  a very  attractive  structure,  in  1876. 

Mr.  Wilcox  married  for  his  first  wife,  on 
December  20,  1859,  Frances  Edwards,  a 

daughter  of  Buckley  Edwards,  a prominent 
hotel-keeper  in  Cromwell.  She  died  in  1882, 
leaving  one  child,  Sarah,  who  married  Edward 
A.  Wright,  of  the  Hartford  Life  Insurance 
Company,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child, 
Frances.  Mr.  Wilcox  was  married  for  the 
second  time  to  Mrs.  Julia  Warner,  widow  of 
Isaac  Warner,  and  daughter  of  Timothy  Ran- 
ney. 

Mr.  Wilcox  is  a Republican,  served  as  se- 
lectman for  two  years,  and  in  1882  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  Legislature  in  which  he  was 
appointed  a member  of  the  committee  on  For- 
feited Rights.  He  is  a director  and  president 
of  the  Cromwell  Dime  Savings  Bank.  Mr. 
Wilcox  and  all  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church. 

Eben  Wilcox,  the  father  of  George  S.,  was 
the  only  son  of  Eliphalet  and  Abigail  (Shep- 
ard) Wilcox,  and  was  born  in  Upper  Houses, 
Middletown,  September  29,  1789.  Only  a few 
weeks  of  school  life  each  year  was  afforded 
him,  as  during  the  remainder  of  the  time  he 
was  needed  on  the  farm.  Before  he  became  of 
age  he  went  to  sea  three  times,  and  his  wages 
in  each  case  went  to  his  father.  For  seven 
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years  after  he  became  of  age  he  worked  for 
his  father  to  save  money  tO'  buy  the  farm  late- 
ly occupied'  by  his  son  Frederick,  and  now 
owned  by  Elizabeth  Gunn.  He  acquired  sev- 
eral additional  acres,  and  on  the  death  of  his 
father  bought  his  sister’s  interest  in  the  prop- 
erty and  in  course  of  time  become  one  of  the 
large  land  owners  in  Cromwell.  The  success 
which  he  achieved  as  a farmer,  and  his  re^ 
markable  business  ability,  brought  him  into 
public  notice,  and  he  was  made  a director  in 
the  MliddletO'wn  Bank.  This  afforded  him  op- 
portunity for  the  display  of  that  great  finan- 
cial ability  which  was  inherent  in  his  nature. 
He  not  only  proved  a valuable  assistant  in 
the  affairs  of  the  bank,  but  his  own  invest- 
ments turned  out  successful  in  every  case,  and 
he  became  one  of  the  wealthiest  farmers  in  the 
town.  His  judgment  on  mooted  points  was 
considered  good,  and  often  sought  in  compli- 
cated cases. 

j In  1838,  before  Cromwell  was  set  off  as 
a separate  town,  Mr.  Wilcox  was  chosen  to 
represent  Middletown  in  the  State  Legislature, 
where  he  served  with  distinction.  During  his 
life  he  filled  many  positions  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility in  his  native  town.  For  three 
years  he  was  county  commissioner,  and  for 
some  years  was  selectman  of  the  town.  In 
1813  he  married  Lucretia  Mildrum,  of  Middle- 
town,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  eight 
children  : Abigail  B.,  born  June  7,  1815,  mar- 
ried Lewis  Benton,  and  is  now  deceased.  Lu- 
cretia, born  June  9,  1817,  married  Henry  Chit- 
tenden of  Guilford,  Conn.,  was  the  mother  of 
one  son,  Charles  R.,  of  Sian  Francisco,  and 
died  in  July,  1866,  in  that  city.  Frederick, 
born  April  18,  1819,  married  Caroline  Shepard, 
deceased,  and  died  in  April,  1900.  Maria, 
born  October  28,  1821,  married  John  Haskell, 
and  both  are  deceased.  Joseph  E.,  born  Febru- 
ary 13,  1824,  married  (first)  Anna  T'ryon,  of 
Glastonbury,  now  deceased,  and  later,  Ann 
Hubbard,  and  he  died  May  18,  1877,  leaving 
two  sons,  Frank  H.  (now  living  in  Oelwein, 
Iowa)  and  Charles  J.  (in  Nebraska).  James 
H.,  born  September  21,  1826,  married  Agnes 
McCormick  and  is  living  in  San  Francisco. 
Charles  S.,  born  September  5,  1829,  died  at 
Napa,  Cal.,  unmarried,  August  30,  1883. 

George  S.  is  mentioned  above.  Eben  Wilcox 
died  March  17,  1875. 


FLAVIUS  J.  CHAFFEE,  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative business  men  and  citizens  of  Mid- 
dletown, Middlesex  county,  has  had  a long  and 
honorable  connection  with  the  mercantile  inter- 
ests of  his  native  city.  His  career  has  been  such 
as  to  perpetuate  the  high  standing  of  the  name 
as  established  by  his  father. 

Mr.  Chaffee  was  born  October  30,  1829, 
on  the  north  side  of  Court  street,  a short  dis- 
tance east  of  Main,  son  of  Reuben  and  Martha 
W.  (Bound)  Chaffee,  a sketch  of  whom  ap- 
pears elsewhere,  Mr.  Chaffee  being  their 
youngest  child.  His  schooling  was  received 
entirely  at  Middletown  institutions.  He  at- 
tended first  in  a building  near  the  South  Green, 
and  remembers  Miss  Hannah  Hall  and  Miss 
Julia  Nichols  among  his  first  teachers.  ' When 
older  he  was  taught  by  Mr.  Garfield  and  Mr. 
Lathrop,  both  famous  teachers  of  the  early 
days  in  Middletown,  and  he  was  a student  in 
the  first  high  school  there.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  left  school  and  went  into  his  father’s 
store,  where  he  was  already  quite  familiar  with 
the  routine  of  business,  as  he  had  wprked  there 
for  several  years,  during  vacations  and  inter- 
vals of  school  labor.  After  the  death  of  his 
father  he  was  in  partnership  with  his  two 
brothers,  and  then  with  E.  B.,  and  the  firm  of 
Chaffee  Brothers  still  continues,  though  Fla- 
vius J.  retired  from  it  in  1890,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  L.  B.  Chaffee. 

Flavius  J.  Chaffee  and  Ellen  Amelia  Hull 
were  married  in  Durham,  Conn.,  September 
14,  1851.  She  was  born  in  Middletown,  No- 
vember 9,  1830,  daughter  of  John  and  Me- 
lantha  (Penfield)  Hull,  the  former  of  whom 
w|as  a shoemaker.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hull  had 
two  children:  Ellen  Amelia,  Mfs.  Chaffee, 

and  Elizabeth  Rosalie,  who  married  Jerome 
H.  Johnson,  and  died  March  26,  1884,  at  An- 
sonia,  Conn.  John  Hull  died  in  Middletown, 
December  18,  1885,  and  was  buried  at  Dur- 
ham, Conn.  He  was  born  in  New  London, 
July  27,  1802,  and  his  wife  was  born  in  Port- 
land July  25,  1811,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Jemima  (Hurlbert)  Penfield.  Her  father 
was  a blacksmith.  Mrs.  Melantha  Hull  died 
April  13,  1833,  and  was  buried  in  Durham. 

To  Flavius  J.  and  Ellen  A.  Chaffee  came 
the  following  children : Ivonette  Louise,  born 
June  19,  1854,  died  September  22,  1859. 

Clifford  Hull,  born  September  3,  i860,  is 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  New  York 
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Air  Brake  Company ; at  fifteen  he  attended  the 
Connecticut  Literary  Institute  at  Suffield,  after 
which  he  went  to  New  York,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  Louis  B.,  born  August  9,  1862, 
was  married  September  24,  1890,  to  Miss 
Anna  Griswold,  of  Portland,  daughter  of  Gil- 
bert Griswold ; Louis  B.  succeeded  his  father 
in  the  grocery  business,  and  is  still  engaged  in 

I that  line.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
January  13,  1890,  and  was  buried  in  Indian 
Hill  cemetery. 

Mr.  Chaffee  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Franklin  Pierce,  and  has  been  a Republi- 
can since  1856.  In  religion  he  is  an  Episcopa- 
lian and  was  for  years  a vestryman  in  that 
church.  Mr.  Chaffee  was  an  incorporator  of 
die  Farmers’  & Mechanics’  Savings  Bank  of 
Middletown,  and  is  at  present  one  of  its  trus- 
tees. Since  1862,  or  from  the  death  of  his 
mother,  he  has  lived  in  his  present  home, 
which  was  the  old  homestead  of  his  father,  and 
he  has  a summer  cottage  at  Crescent  Beach, 
Sonn.  Mr.  Chaffee  has  traveled  to  some  ex- 
tent over  the  United  States,  and  in  1900  vis- 
led  the  West  Indies  though  he  has  kept  close 
:o  business.  He  is  a pleasant  and  courteous 
gentleman  and  has  a multitude  of  friends. 
When  a young  man  he  was  quite  well  known 
is  an  organist,  and  was  engaged  in  that  ca- 
lacity  by  the  North  and  South  Congregation- 
il  Churches,  and  the  Universalist  Church. 
He  was  Sabbath-school  teacher  in  the  Univer- 
;alist  Church  at  one  time.  Mr.  Chaffee’s 
latural  musical  ability  was  far  beyond  the  or- 
dinary, but  his  business  interfered  with  its 
>roper  cultivation, for  he  has  been  distinctive- 
y a business  man,  and  most  creditable  re- 
ults  have  attended  his  care  and  devotion. 
Vlr.  Chaffee  was  for  years  the  foreman  of  the 
"ire  Engine  Company,  No.  1. 

: I HOMAfS  J.  CLARK.  William  Clark, 

be  American  ancestor  of  this  gentleman,  ap- 
pears early  at  Hartford,  where  he  was  an  or- 
ginal  proprietor  in  1639.  He  was  one  of  the 
wienty-eight  men,  who,  in  the  summer  of  1662, 

Iettled  in  what  was  then  known  as  “the  lands  of 
Ilirty-mile  island,”  subsequently  named  Mad- 
am;. He  and  a few  others  settled  on  land 
icated  back  of  the  town  meadows,  beginningat 
be  eastern  point  of  Walkley  Hill,  and  extefid- 
1 'g  down  to  the  graveyard.  He  died  July  22, 
1 681.  His  sons  were : ( 1 ) Daniel,  who  married 


and  had  sons,  William,  Joseph,  Daniel  and 
John.  (2)  Thomas,  who'  married  and  had 
sons,  Thomas,  Jonathan,  David  and  Israel. 

From,  the  foregoing  sources  came  the 
Clarks  of  Haddam.  Few  of  the  family  remain, 
but  these  well  represent  the  old  stock,  being 
all  honest  and  enterprising  men,  modest  and 
unassuming  in  manner. 

Robert  Clark,  the-  great-grandfather  of 
Thomas  J.,  resided  in  that  part  of  the  town 
of  Haddam,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  called 
Haddam,  Neck.  His  children  were:  Bena- 

jah,  Matthew  and  Walter.  By  occupation  he 
was  a farmer,  and  lived  and  died  where  his 
descendant,  Alexander  Clark,  now  resides. 

Matthew  Clark,  grandfather  of  Thomas  J., 
was  born  in  Haddam  Neck,  where  he  passed 
his  entire  life,  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and 
an  active  business  man.  He  married  Hannah 
Ransom,  a native  of  Hadlyme,  Conn.,  and  both 
are  buried  in  Rock  Landing  cemetery,  in  the 
town  of  Haddam,  Mir.  Clark  was  a Democrat 
in  politics.  To-  himiself  and  wife  were  born : 
( 1 ) Philena  married  Harris  Cook,  a contractor 
and  quarryman  at  Haddam.  Their  children 
were  Lavinia,  Louisa  ( who  lives  at  Haddam 
Neck),  Cynthia  and  William  (who  is  a resi- 
dent of  Haddam).  Mrs.  Philena  Cook  is  de- 
ceased. (2)  George  W.  was  the  father  of 
Thomas  J.  (3)  Amanda  married  Amasa  Ack- 
ley, of  East  Haddam,  who  at  the  time  of  their 
marriage  was  a dry-goods  merchant.  They 
had  two  daughters,  both  now  deceased.  (4) 
Betsey  Ann  married  Henry  Mi.  Brainerd,  of 
Haddam,  where  she  resides.  They  had  sev- 
eral children,  of  whom  Henry,  Charles.  Nellie, 
and  another  are  living.  (5)  Gilbert  Ml  (de- 
ceased) married  December  10,  1842,  Sarah 
Ann  Selden,  daughter  of  Capt.  Thomas  Selden, 
of  Chatham,  who-  served  in  the  war  of  1812, 
at  the  timje  of  the  invasion  of  the  Connecticut 
coast  bv  the  British.  To  Gilbert  Ml  and  his 
wife  were  horn  four  children — Emerson,  an 
educated  man,  and  a teacher  in  the  public 
schools:  Adelbert,  a well  known  and  success- 
ful teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  New  York ; 
Josephine  and  Fannie  Maria,  who  were  also 
school  teachers  in  New  Jersey,  and  elsewhere. 
The  mother  is  living  in  Haddam  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three. 

George  W.  Clark  was  bom  in  Haddam 
Neck,  January  13,  1805.  and  died  August  11, 
1845.  I*1  Chatham  he  married  Cynthia  Sel- 

den, a sister  of  Gilbert  M.  Clark’s  wife.  The 
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father  owned  considerable  quarry  property  on 
Haddami  Neck,  and  was  a large  contractor  for 
government  and  city  work,  at  New  York, 
Newport,  etc.,  furnishing  Connecticut  river 
stone,  known  as  Haddam  stone.  Being  amr 
bitious,  and  an  energetic  worker,  he  de- 
voted his  entire  time  to  his  business,  and 
wjas  very  successful,  although  he  died  at 
the  comparatively  early  age  of  forty,  on  Au- 
gust ii,  1845.  His  political  affiliations  were 
with  the  Democratic  party,  in  which  he  was 
an  enthusiastic  worker. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  were  born:  (1) 

Thomas  Jefferson  is  our  subject.  (2)  George 
Marshall  is  mentioned  more  fully  below. 
(3)  Henry  Lee  married  Miriam  Ursula, 
daughter  of  Epaphroditus  Brainerd,  of  Hacl- 
dam  Neck,  and  they  had  two  children — Coit 
C.  (now  deceased),  who  married  Ella  Man- 
warring, of  Waterford,  Conn.;  and  Cora  C., 
who  married  Harry  Brown,  of  Chatham,  and 
resides  at  Hjaddam  Neck.  (4)  Mary  married  L. 
Oscar  Brown,  of  Portland,  Conn.,  where  he  is 
chief  engineer  of  the  Portland  quarries.  The 
mother  of  this  family  married,  for  her  second 
husband,  Linus  Parmalee,  a lawyer  of  Middle 
Haddam.  She  died  in  June,  1880. 

Thomas  T.  Clark,  eldest  son  of  George  W. 
and  Cynthia  (Selden)  Clark,  was  born  in  Had- 
dam September  21,  1831,  and  there  grew  up 
and  received  a common-school  training.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  life  for  himself, 
and  as  his  father  was  dead  he  and  his  brother, 
George  M.,  were  the  main  support  of  the  fam- 
ily. In  the  spring  after  his  father’s  death  Mr. 
Clark  left  home  and  learned  the  stonecutting 
trade,  and  later  he  made  a trip  to  Apalachicola, 
Fla.,  where  he  soon  found  employment  as  as- 
sistant to  the  engineer  of  a factory  for  the  com- 
pression of  cotton  for  foreign  shipments,  learn- 
ing the  business  of  engineer,  and  within  a short 
time  was  earning  good  wages  in  that  line.  For 
two  or  three  years  he  spent  his  winters  in  sim- 
ilar work  in  the  South,  his  summers  in  the 
North,  working  there  at  his  trade  of  stone- 
mason. For  several  years  after  this  he  en- 
gaged in  the  construction  of  important  works 
at  various  places,  among  which  may  be  men- 
tioned the  Asylum  street  depot,  at  Hartford, 
erected  in  1848.  Mr.  Clark  subsequently  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  his  brother,  George 
M.,  taking  large  contracts  for  the  erection  of 
bridges,  mill  works,  factories,  etc.,  the  stone 


and  mason  work  in  which  were  entirely  unde  [I 
his  management  and  supervision.  With  hi  i 
brother  he  was  engaged  in  the  erection  of  th< 
Russell  Manufacturing  Company’s  building; 
at  Higganum,  and  soon  after  entered  into  th< 
large  business  of  which  he  is  the  vice-presi 
dent.  Mr.  Clark  is  and  has  been  an  import-  i 
ant  factor  in  the  development  of  the  commercia 
interests  of  the  town.  As  vice-president  of  the 
Cutaway  Harrow  Company,  he  commands  the 
respect  of  its  many  employes  and  the  esteem, 
of  his  business  associates. 

In  1855  Mr.  Clark  married  Elizabeth 
Quick,  who  was  born  in  Canaan,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Pa.,  daughter  of  Franklin  Quick,  of: 
Masthope,  Pa.,  and  a descendant  of  the 
Thomas  Quick,  who  was  noted  as  a trapper,: 
hunter  and  Indian  fighter  of  the  Delaware  Val-j 
ley,  and  was  one  of  the  daring  nioneers  of  his  I 
day.  He  spent  his  entire  life  on  the  then  fron-  j 
tier  of  our  country.  The  Indians  having,  inf 
one  of  their  numerous  forays,  killed  his  father,, 
young  Thomas  swore  vengeance  on  the  Red-- 
men,  and  for  many  a year  his  long  rifle  did  its  j 
deadly  work  among  his  savage  foes.  The  fol- ' 
lowing  incident  is  related  of  this  frontiersman:  t 
While  engaged  in  splitting  a log,  and  with  a 
partly  drawn  wedge,  he  was  quietly  surrounded  , 
by  a party  of  Indians,  v.  ho  were  anxious  to  j> 
capture  him  alive.  He  saw  no  chance  for  de- 
fense or  escape  and  reluctantly  consented  to  j 
surrender  to  his  savage  captors.  Being  famil- 1 
iar  with  the  Indian  language,  he  said  “I  give  [ 
up,”  but  told  the  Indians  they  must  help  him  ' 
split  his  log',  which  they  agreed  to  do,  the  party  : 
dividing  part  on  one  side  of  the  log  and  part  on  ' 
the  other ; then,  putting  their  fingers  in  the  half- 
opened  log,  they  pulled  against  each  other,  to  \ 
oblige  their  captive,  and  for  the  moment  to  ■ 
amuse  themselves.  Suddenly  the  quick-witted  j 
old  hunter  knocked  the  wedge  out,  and  the  ; 
Indians  were  trapped,  and  he  at  once  des-  f 
patched  them,  sending  them  to  the  “Happy 
Hunting  Ground”  of  their  forefathers  and  to 
join  the  many  he  had  already  sent.  It  is  fur- 
ther stated  that  Thomas  died  with  the  small- 
pox, and  the  Indians,  digging  up  the  body,  con- 
tracted the  disease,  from  which  many  died. 
Thus,  whether  living  or  dead,  the  veteran  pio- 
neer had  his  revenge. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Clark  died  July  13,  1873, 
in  Haddam  Neck,  and  lies  in  the  Higganum  , 
cemetery.  She  was  the  mother  of  the  follow- 
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ing  named  children:  (i)  Arthur  Franklin 

was  educated  in  the  public  schools  at  Haddam, 
and  the  high  school  at  Middletown,  from  which 
he  graduated.  After  leaving  school  he  trav- 
eled extensively  in  behalf  of  the  interests  of 
the  Cutaway  Harrow  Company,  of  Higganum, 
land  on  account  of  his  perseverance  and  pleas- 
ing personality  became  very  successful.  He  is 
' now  foreman  of  and  a director  in  the  company. 
He  was  married  to  May  Brainerd,  of  Vassar, 
Mich.,  daughter  of  Edwin  Erastus  Brainerd. 
(2)  Elbe  Elizabeth  was  educated  in  the  public 
rschools  and  at  Rev.  Mr.  Smith’s  academy, 
from  which  she  was  graduated.  Later  she 
I taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Haddam  and 
I Durham,  Conn.  She  married  Charles  H. 
'Beaver,  of  New  York  City,  who  has  charge  of 
the  silk  department  of  the  Koch  & Co.,  im- 
joorters  and  wholesale  dry-goods  dealers,  New 
York.  They  have  one  child,  Verna.  (3) 
Slwyn  Thomas,  formerly  foreman  of  machine 
biop  and  director  in  the  Cutaway  Harrow 
Company,  is  mentioned  farther  on.  (4)  Ada 
Selden  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Haddam,  and  is  now  a successful  modiste  in 
New  York  City. 

Mr.  Clark’s  second  marriage,  on  November 
it,  1874,  was  to  Sophia  Madeline  Warner,  a 
laughter  of  Albert  O.  and  Mary  B.  (Bogard) 
A’arner.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  have  one  daugh- 
er,  Nina  Gertrude,  born  February  2,  1877, 
jvho  was  educated  in  the  Haddam  public 
chools,  and  in  the  private  school  of  the  Misses 
| ’atten ; one  of  the  sisters  was  formerly  in- 
structor in  mathematics  in  Rev.  B.  A.  Smith’s 
! chool,  and  is  one  of  the  ablest  teachers  in  that 
line  in  the  country. 

Owing  to  ill  health  Mr.  Clark  has  been  ob- 
iged,  for  several  years  past,  to  give  up  much 
1 f his  work,  although  he  spends  considerable 
ime  in  the  factory.  Several  times  he  has  been 
llected  selectman,  and  for  many  years  has 
jervcd  as  a school  director.  He  has  never 
[ night  political  honors,  and  has  taken  no  part 
1 public  affairs,  but  his  silent  influence  has 
een  felt  in  almost  every  department  of  life  in 
'e  town. 

Albf.rt  O.  Warner,  father  of  Mrs. 
hornas  J.  Clark,  was  a native  of  Chester, 

, <’nn.,  and  removed  with  his  parents  when  he 
as  ten  years  of  age  to  IXindafif,  Pa.  1 le  was 
lie  eldest  in  a family  of  thirteen  children. 

1 atcr  the  father  removed  to  Montrose,  Pa., 
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where  the  son,  Albert  O.,  married  Mary  B. 
Bogard,  daughter  of  John  Bogard.  They  had 
two  children,  Frank  A.  and  Sophia  M.,  Mrs. 
Clark.  The  former,  now  a resident  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  married  Alice,  daughter  of 
Charles  Foster.  Albert  O.  Warner  was  a con- 
tractor and  builder  in  Montrose  for  many 
years,  and  died  in  his  ninety-second  year.  Po- 
litically he  was  a Whig  and  later  a Republican, 
was  a noted  Abolitionist  in  his  day,  and  be- 
friended and  aided  many  a fugitive  from  slav- 
ery. During  the  great  Civil  war  he  was  a 
warm  friend  of  the  Union  cause,  and  the  men 
who  wore  the  Union  blue,  giving  time  and 
money  to  aid  the  work  of  the  Government  in 
the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion.  Mr.  Warner 
was  a man  of  sunny  disposition,  social  in  his 
nature,  looking  on  the  bright  side  of  life,  and 
had  a wide  circle  of  friends.  He  was  possessed 
of  a wonderful  memory,  and  had  a fund  of 
interesting  incidents  gathered  during  a long 
and  busy  life.  Fie  was  a man  of  high  prin- 
ciple, upright  in  all  his  dealings,  and  a typical 
New  Englander  of  the  old  school.  His  re- 
ligious connection  was  with  the  Baptist  Church. 

ELWYN  T.  CLARK,  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  Higganum,  is  a native  of  that 
district  of  Haddam,  born  October  14,  1866,  son 
of  Thomas  I.  and  Elizabeth  (Quick)  Clark. 
He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
town  and  at  Smith's  Seminary,  which  occupied 
the  place  in  Middletown  now  devoted  to  the 
young  women  students  of  Wesleyan  Univer- 
sity. After  graduating,  in  1882,  lie  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Cutaway  Harrow  Company 
of  Higganum,  of  which  his  father,  Thomas  J. 
Clark,  was  vice-president.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  toolmaker  there,  and  when  the  firm 
was  re-organized,  in  1898,  he  was  admitted  as 
one  /of  the  junior  members,  becoming  a di- 
rector and  holding  the  position  of  foreman  of 
the  mechanical  department,  which  he  retained 
until  August,  1901,  when  he  assumed  the  du- 
ties of  county  commissioner,  to  which  office  he 
had  been  appointed  bv  Gov.  McLean;  he  was 
elected  treasurer  of  the  board.  1 le  is  one  of  the 
youngest  men  ever  chosen  as  county  commis- 
sioner in  Middlesex  county. 

Mr.  Clark  is  a tine  musician  and  his  highly 
cultivated  voice  and  splendid  singing  give  the 
greatest  pleasure  to  all  who  hear  him.  When 
he  was  but  seventeen  vears  old  he  was  chosen 
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a measure  the  character  that  brought  these 
brothers  such  an  enviable  standing  with  un- 
bounded success.  Our  subject  has  been  an  em- 
ployer for  over  half  a century,  the  number  on 
his  payroll  usually  running  into  the  hundreds. 

For  about  ten  years  Mr.  Clark  carried  on 
shipbuilding  in  summer  and  house  carpenter- 
ing in  winter,  working  from  Bangor  to  New 
Orleans.  When  he  started  on  his  first  trip  he 
had  but  $14  in  his  pocket,  but  during  the  win- 
ter he  was  able  to'  send  $200  in  gold  to  his 
mother,  in  the  spring  adding  to  this  $250. 
In  whatever  he  undertook  he  was  successful. 
In  a letter  written  about  this  time  he  sounds 
the  keynote  of  his  success : ‘‘What  I will  to 

do  I can  do.”  In  the  fall  of  1859  Mr.  Clark 
engaged  with  a Meriden  cutlery  firm  as  a jour- 
neyman carpenter,  at  $1.75  per  day,  but  within 
a couple  of  days  the  head  man,  Aaron  Collins, 
discovered  his  ability,  and  at  the  next  meeting 
Mr.  Clark  was  made  foreman  of  all  the  outside 
men  at  a salary  of  $10  per  day.  Always  con- 
sidering his  family,  Mr.  Clark  soon  obtained 
employment  for  his  elder  brother  and  the  two 
were  engaged  for  seven  years  with  the  Meriden 
company. 

Meanwhile  Mr.  Clark  had  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  improvement  of  agricultural  im- 
plements, and  in  the  fall  of  1867  he  and  his 
brother  commenced  the  erection  of  a factory 
at  Higganum.  On  its  completion  they  went 
into  the  manufacture  of  mowing  machines,  for 
which  George  Ml  Clark  had  invented  a new 
mechanical  movement.  However,  after  con- 
tinuing the  manufacture  of  these  for  a few 
m|onths,  they  discovered  that  they  w;ere  infring- 
ing on  other  patents,  and  rather  than  pay  the 
extravagant  royalty  they  abandoned  this  line 
of  business  and  commenced  the  manufacture 
of  other  agricultural  implements.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  their  operations  a stock  company 
was  formed,  of  which  George  M.  Clark  was 
president,  and  his  brother,  Thomas  J.,  vice- 
president.  George  M.  Clark  invented  and 
patented  a number  of  improvements  on  agri- 
cultural implements,  all  of  which  were  utilized 
by  the  company.  To  perfect  them  it  has  hecn 
necessary  to'  test  them  in  the  field,  and  in  order 
to  do  this  Mir.  Clark  has  traveled  over  some 
600,000  miles  over  this  continent. 

Mr.  Clark  frequently  took  contracts  for 
work  outside  of  his  manufacturing  interests. 
In  1871,  while  engaged  in  the  construction  of 


a dam,  the  derrick  fell,  killing  one  man,  and 
seriously  injuring  Mir.  Clark.  During  his  en- 
suing long  illness  Mr.  Clark  invented  a wire 
rope  clamp,  which  he  soon  afterward  patented, 
the  first  and  only  device  used  for  this  purpose, 
effectually  preventing  the  slipping  of  the  rope; 
it  has  doubtless  been  the  means  of  saving  many 
lives.  Tons  of  these  clamps  were  used  in  the 
building  of  the  New  York  tunnel,  and  by  the 
well  known  engineer,  John  A.  Roebling,  of 
New;  York,  who  gave  them  his  warmest  ap- 
proval. On  account  of  the  success  of  this 
patent,  another  firm  commenced  manufactur- 
ing a device,  infringing  upon  Mr.  Clark’s 
patent.  Instead  of  prosecuting  them,  he  paid 
a visit  to  the  offenders,  explained  that  he  had 
thought  out  the  invention  almost  upon  his 
deathbed,  and  offered  to'  let  them  dispose  of 
the  goods  they  had  already  manufactured,  mak- 
ing no  charge  for  the  injury  he  had  sustained. 
This  is  only  one  of  the  instances  that  may  be 
mentioned  indicating  the  sympathetic  and  gen- 
erous nature  of  the  man.  All  of  his  workmen 
find  in  him,  a sympathetic  friend,  whose  purse 
is  always  open  to  alleviate  difficulties  into- 
which  they  have  fallen.  As  an  evidence  of  his- 
farsightedness  and  good  judgment,  it  is  said 
of  him  that,  although  he  has  often  taken  con- 
tracts for  work  of  which  he  had  no  personal 
knowledge,  he  never  made  a mistake  in  his 
calculations,  or  lost  a dollar  on  a job. 

On  August  26,  i860,  Mr.  Clark  was  mar- 
ried to  Clementine  Isabel,  daughter  of  Edwin 
B.  Bonfoey,  of  Haddam,  and  they  have  had 
four  children : ( 1 ) Estelle  Eugenia,  born 

September  17,  1864,  married  Clement  S.  Hub- 
bard, of  Middletown,  and  has  had  three  chil- 
dren— Frances  Estelle  (deceased),  George 
Marshall  and  Clement  Samuel.  (2)  Harriet 
Cynthia,  born  January  3,  1869.  died  Febru- 
ary 25,  1873.  (3)  Clementine  Dolly  and  (4) 

Isabel,  twins,  were  born  August  26,  1871. 
Isabel  died  June  25,  1872.  Clementine  Dolly 
married  Elmer  S.  Hubbard,  son  of  Samuel 
Hubbard,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  thev 
have  one  child.  Beverly  Raymond.  Mrs.  Clark 
has  accompanied  her  husband  on  many  of  his 
journeys,  and  he  attributes  much  of  his  suc- 
cess to  her  wise  counsel  and  powers  of  obser- 
vation. 

MV.  and  Mrs.  Clark  are  both  attendants 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Higganum, 

1 which  lie  helped  to  raise  when  he  was  a mere 
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‘boy,  and  has  helped  support  the  church  ever 
since.  His  mother  was  a member  of  this 
church. 

Mr.  Clark  is  one  of  the  Old  Guard  Republi- 
cans of  this  State.  In  1S56  we  find  him  in 
Hartford  as  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  ever  since  he  has  earnestly 
contended  for  the  faith  of  the  party  he  helped 
to  bring-  into  existence.  He  has,  although  a 
busy  manufacturer,  with  large  interests  in- 
volved, taken  a commendable  active  part  in 
politics,  and  is  the  leader  of  the  leader  of  the 
Republican  party  in  his  section.  For  many 
years  he  represented  his  town  and  district  in 
the  House  and  Senate,  his  Senatorial  district 
being  the  Twenty-first.  He  has  been  the  chair- 
mlan  of  important  committees,  of  which  may 
be  mentioned  : Incorporation  comfnittee,  three 

termis ; New  Towns  and  Probate  Districts,  two 
terms  ; Appropriations,  three  terms  ; Conting- 
ent Expenses,  five  terms ; and  was  an  active 
and  important  member  of  the  Insurance  com- 
mjittce.  Throughout  his  service  as  a legislator 
Mr.  Clark  endeavored  to  work  in  the  interests 
of  his  constituents,  without  being  in  the  slight- 
est degree  a respecter  of  persons,  and  hundreds 
of  instances  might  be  cited  where  he  has 
worked  for  the  poor  and  friendless,  to  the  det- 
riment, if  anything,  of  his  own  interests,  es- 
pecially'in  a financial  way.  But  he  preserved 
his  honor  in  his  political  career,  as  he  has  in 
every  other  relation  of  life.  In  1885  he  intro- 
duced fourteen  bills  to  reform  the  methods  of 
the  fire  insurance  companies  doing  business 
in  the  State,  and  during  the  contest  was  on  the 
stand  seventeen  days,  standing  up  against 
hundreds  of  millions.  The  fight  was  to-  insist 
upon  insurance  companies  paying  the  full 
amount  for.  which  the  property  was  insured. 

For  the  last  forty-six  years  Mr.  Clark  has 
been  one  of  the  town  committee.  He  has  en- 
deared himself  to  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  al- 
though the  town  of  Haddam  is  Democratic, 
and  while  twenty  years  ago1  the  town  gave  a 
Democratic  majority  of  175,  and  prior  fi>  that 
280,  yet  Mr.  Clark  was  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture by  a majority  of  73.  He  was  appointed 
a delegate  from  the  town  of  Haddam  to  the 
Constitutional  Convention  held  in  Hartford  in 
January,  1902,  and  was  one  of  the  ablest  mem- 
bers of  that  body,  taking  a prominent  part  in 
its  proceedings,  by  debate  and  otherwise,  hav- 
ing prepared  and  published  prior  to  the  as- 
sembling of  the  convention  a pamphlet  in 


which  lie  fully  set  forth  his  views  of  what,  in 
his  opinion,  a correctly  revised  State  consti- 
tution should  lie.  His  official  work  has  been 
faithfully  performed,  constituting  a most 
creditable  public  career.  Naturally  his  ac- 
quaintance throughout  the  State  is  very  large, 
and  he  has,  deservedly,  many  warm  personal 
fripnds  at  home  and  abroad. 

My.  Clark  is  an  earnest  and  faithful  patron 
of  all  objects  of  benevolence.  He  is  a Free- 
mason, having  been  a member  of  Columbia 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  Mi,  of  East  Haddam;  a char- 
ter member  of  Granite  Lodge,  of  Haddam;  a 
member  of  Burning  Bush  Chapter,  R.  A.  M., 
of  Essex ; and  of  Cyrene  Conumandery,  of  Mid- 
dletown. One  act  of  benevolence  that  is  not 
generally  known,  although  worthy  of  the  high- 
est commendation,  is  the  conveyance  by  Mr. 
Clark  to  his  two  brothers,  without  considera- 
tion, of  his  share  of  the  Clark  homestead.  In 
this  beautiful  home  the  members  of  the  family 
reside,  surrounded  by  every  comfort  that 
money  can  provide.  The  original  farm  com- 
prising the  homestead  contained  thirty-nine 
acres,  not  more  than  five  of  which  could  be 
tilled,  the  rest  being  a granite  ledge.  There 
was  fine  Connecticut  river  bottom  land  adjoin- 
ing, and  in  the  rear,  and  to  the  original  tract 
the  brothers  kept  adding  until  the  farmi  con- 
tained over  400  acres.  The  old  house  was  re- 
moved and  two  new  ones  were  erected,  as  well 
as  barn  space  for  seventy-five  cattle,  and  hay 
space  for  200  tons  or  more.  Mr.  Clark  says, 
with  pardonable  pride,  “This  is  my  farm  rec- 
ord ; and  the  rest  is  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Connecticut  river,  where  my  sixteen-acre  grass 
field  is.”  This  is  the  old  Bonfoey  homestead, 
where  he  resides,  and  which  he  has  greatly  im- 
proved and  added  to,  removing  over  16,000 
tons  of  rock.  From  the  land  thus  cleared 
over  100  tons  of  hay,  two  crops,  are  annually 
procured,  whereas  on  the  entire  seventy-five 
acres  of  the  other  farm  not  over  sixteen  tons 
of  hav  were  cut.  As  a writer  and  specialist 
in  the  raising  of  grass,  Mir.  Clark  is  one  of  the 
scientific  agricultural  experts  In  the  county 
at  this  time.  Mr.  Clark’s  life  and  deeds  speak 
more  eloquently  than  words  of  his  untiring 
kindness,  his  open-hearted  benevolence,  and  his 
patriotic  citizenship. 

Mrs.  George  M.  Clark  is  a descendant  of 
an  old  Huguenot  family,  the  history  of  which 
appears  in  another  part  of  this  Work.  She  is 
descended  from  Benanuel  Bonfoey  (2),  the 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


5i5 


i 


: 


i, 


Revolutionary  soldier,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 13,  1755,  and  died  August  14,  1825,  aged 
seventy.  His  son  David,  the  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Clark,  was  born  November  22,  1779, 
and  died  in  1863,  aged  eighty-four.  . He 
married  Dolly  Brainerd,  daughter  of  Prosper 
Brainerd,  who  died  aged  eighty-five.  David 
Bonfoey  was  a ship  caulker,  and  a Government 
contractor.  He  lived  and  carried  on  business 
in  Haddamt  He  was  a very  fine  and  careful 
Workman,  and  as  the  proper  caulking  of  a ship 
was  of  extreme  importance,  and  had  to  be 
done  with  great  care  and  exactness,  Mr.  Bon- 
foey gave  personal  attention  to  all  his  wlork, 
exacting  from  his  workmen  the  same  thorough- 
ness which  was  characteristic  of  his  own  work 
throughout  life.  He  was  interested  in  his  town 
and  its  affairs,  but  was  too  busy  a man  to  hold 
office  of  any  kind.  He  was  an  old-line  Whig 
in  his  political  affiliations.  He  was  very  hon- 
orable in  all  his  dealings  and  was  a man  of 
refinement  and  sensitive  nature. 

Edwin  B.  Bonfoey,  the  father  of  M rs. 
Glark,  was  born  January  15,  1809,  and  died  in 
1887;  he  was  buried  in  the  Higganum  cenv 
etery.  Mr.  Bonfoey  was,  like  his  revered 
father,  a natural-born  mechanic,  became  a 
ship  caulker,  was  a Government  contractor,  and 
was  a fine  workman,  an  expert  in  his  line.  He 
did  a large  amiount  of  work  in  his  time,  and 
his  services  were  much  in  demand.  At  one 
time  he  had  a job  of  caulking  a vessel  for  a 
party  who  did  not  want  a first-class  piece  of 
work  done,  but  Mr.  Bonfoey  did  his  work 
in  his  usual  perfect  way,  though  while  engaged 
on  it  he  noticed  many  defects  of  other  kinds 
in  the  vessel.  She  went  to  sea,  but  was  never 
heard  of  afterward.  A demand  was  made  for 
the  insurance,  and  Mr.  Bonfoey,  as  a witness 
as  to  the  seaworthiness  of  the  craft,  was  ap- 
proached with  an  offer  of  several  thousand 
dollars  to  testify  that  the  vessel  was  perfect 
in  all  appointments.  This  he  sternly  refused 
to  do,  giving  the  weak  points  of  the  lost  ves- 
sel in  his  testimony.  The  parties  lost  the  in- 
surance and  Mr.  Bonfoey  his  job,  as  he  was 
in  the  employ,  at  the  time,  of  the  firm  who 
owned  the  lost  vessel.  Mir.  Bonfoey  was  a 
man  of  sterling  character,  had  a warm  heart, 
and  was  upright  in  all  bis  dealings,  lie  was 
a cpiiet,  unostentatious  gentleman,  greatly  re- 
spected for  his  genuine  manhood. 

Edwin  B.  Bonfoey  married  Harriet  Cotton, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Cotton,  who  was  a lineal 


descendant  of  the  famous  divine.  Rev.  John 
Cotton.  To  this  union  were  born  : ( 1 ) Ellen 

Eugenia,  residing  in  the  old  homestead  of  her 
father;  (2)  Mkry  Elizabeth,  deceased;  (3) 
Clementine  Isabel,  Mrs.  George  M.  Clark,  of 
Higganum ; (4)  Mary  Elizabeth  (2),  who 
married  Olin  Fairchilds,  of  Middletown, 
Conn.,  and  has  two  children,  Alice  and  Char- 
lotte; (5)  Alice  Amlelia,  who  married  Louis 
C.  Frey,  of  Hartford,  and  had  one  child,  now 
deceased;  (6)  Arthur  L.,  who  married  Jane 
M'orley,  of  Meriden,  and  has  three  children, 
Frederick  L.,  Bayard  Clayton  and  Harriet 
Mlorley;  (7)  Charles  Edwin,  who  married 
Ellen  E,  Briggs  (both  now  deceased),  and  had 
three  children,  Louis  C.,  William  Ernest,  and 
Charles  Edwin;  (8)  Frederick  Lee,  deceased. 

JOSHUA  FOUNTAIN,  one  of  the  prom- 
inent farmers  and  dairymen  of  Middletown, 
Middlesex  county,  has  attained  to  his  pres- 
ent comfortable  circumstances  through  the 
exercise  of  industry,  thrift  and  perseverance. 
He  resides  in  one  of  the  old  landmarks 
of  the  city,  known  as  “the  Stone  House.” 

Mr.  Fountain  was  born  October  20,  1823, 
in  Padbury,  near  Buckingham,  England,  where 
his  father  conducted  a farm  and  was  a butch- 
er, taking  his  products  to  the  Buckingham 
market.  The  family  of  which  he  was  a mem- 
ber was  a large  one : William  died  in  Eng- 

land, when  about  thirty  yea,rs  old  (he  had 
been  in  the  yeomanry  service  several  years)  ; 
Joshua  is  mentioned  below;  Benjamin  is  a re- 
tired business  man  of  Middletown;  David, 
who  is  a blacksmith,  now  resides  near  Lincoln, 
Neb.,  engaged  in  selling  agricultural  imple- 
ments; Henry  is  a farmer  of  Middlefield, 
Conn.;  Ann,  who  married  John  King,  lives  in 
Middletown  ; Mary  married  George  Littleford, 
and  died  at  Moline,  111.;  Maria  married  John 
Hutchings  and  died  at  South  Farms;  Emma 
died  young  in  England. 

Joshua  Fountain  was  the  son  of  poor  peo- 
ple, and  he  and  his  brothers  and  sisters  were 
obliged  to  work  from  early  childhood.  When 
lit  was  about  twenty,  the  father  died  and  as 
the  business  seemed  to  decrease  and  there  was 
no  future  for  him  in  England.  Joshua  decided 
to  emigrate  to  the  United  States.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1844,  he  sailed  from  Liverpool  on  the 
“Franconia,"  which  was  disabled  when  but  a 
few  hours  out  to  sea,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
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return  to  Liverpool  and  once  more  take  pas- 
sage, this,  time  in  the  “Scotland.”  After  a 
voyage  of  six  weeks  he  landed  in  New  York, 
and  made  his  way  to  Middletown,  Conn.,  ar- 
riving- on  Fast  Day,  1844.  Mr.  Fountain’s 
first  employer  was  Ebenezer  Jackson,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1845, 
when  he  engaged  with  Stephen  Crittenden,  a 
farmer,  located  on  the  present  site  of  the  In- 
dustrial School.  After  a year  he  engaged 
with  Elijah  Hubbard,  but  within  a few 
months  this  gentleman  died,  and  our  subject 
continued  working  for  the  widow  and  son, 
Henry  G.  Hubbard.  After  a couple  of  years 
he  engaged  with  the  Russell  Manufacturing 
Company,  at  South  Farms,  remaining  there 
four  years. 

About  this  time  Joshua  and  his  brother 
Benjamin,  who  had  also  come  to  Middletown, 
purchased  the  milk  business  of  John  Foun- 
tain (their  uncle),  and  for  several  years  deliv- 
ered milk  to  a large  number  of  customers. 
Finally,  our  subject  sold  his  interest,  re-en- 
tered the  employ  of  Henry  G.  Hubbard  as 
gardener,  and  for  eighteen  years  served  in 
that  capacity.  On  April  30,  1874,  Mr. 

Fountain  purchased  what  is  known  as  the 
“Stone  House”  and  re-entered  the  milk  busi- 
ness, building  up  an  extensive  route;  he  is 
still  engaged  in  that  line.  With  his  first  pur- 
chase was  fifteen  acres,  to  which  he  later  add- 
ed twenty-two  acres,  known  as  the  Thomas  De 
Mars  place;  twelve  acres,  known  as  the  Lewis 
place;  and  eight  acres  of  woodland,  all  of 
which  has  been  extensively  improved  and  is 
well  kept. 

In  April,  i860,  Joshua  Fountain  married 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Barlow  Hall  (widow  of  Jo- 
seph Hall),  who  was  born  near  Manchester, 
England,  June  3,  1821.  By  her  first  mar- 
riage Mrs.  Fountain  had  a large  family : John 
William  died  in  childhood.  Mary  Ellen,  born 
in  March,  1849,  is  now  the  widow  of  George 
Holmes,  of  Baltimore,  to  whom  she  was  mar- 
ried in  1868,  and  who  died  in  Meriden,  Conn., 
on  March  it,  1876,  leaving  her  with  one 
daughter,  Leah  Y.,  horn  September  17,  1871, 
in  Baltimore,  who  is  now  Mrs.  William  E. 
Hagerman,  oif  New  York,  and  has  twlo  chil- 
dren— George  E.  and  Carrie  E.  Harriet  Ann 
lives  with  our  subject,  as  does  Mrs.  Holmes. 
Joseph  Hall  died  on  the  Isthmus,  en  route  to 
California,  of  yellow  fever.  When  the  gold 


excitement  first  broke  out  Joseph  Hall  made 
his  way  to  the  diggings,  and  later  went  -to 
England  after  his  wife  and  one  daughter,  lo- 
cating them  at  Middletown,  after  which  he 
started  on  his  second  trip,  from  which  he 
never  returned.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fountain 
three  children  were  born : Leah  and  Lewis 

D.  died  in  infancy;  Albert  Edward,  born  Sep- 
tember 25,  1866,  lives  at  home,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  business  with  his  father.  Mrs.  ! 
Fountain  died  August  18,  1901,  in  Middle- 
town. 

In  politics  Mr.  Fountain  is  a Democrat, 
but  he  has  never  held  office,  or  aspired  to  do. 
so.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  orders  ' 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  Sons  of  St.  George.  By  1 
patient,  untiring  labor..  Mr.  Fountain  has 
been  enabled  to  attain  enviable  success,  and 
the  respect  accorded  him  by  his  neighbors  and  ‘ 
business  associates  is  well  merited. 

i 

MILON  PRATT.  At  a time  when  men 
are  making  haste  to  acquire  wealth,  distinction  * 
and  honor,  it  is  fitting  to  place  on  record  the  j 
name  of  one  who,  starting  in  life  with  very  » 
limited  advantages  by  habits  of  industry,  fru-  j 
galitv  and  unswerving  fidelity  to  every  trust 
committed  to  his  care,  has  been  able  through  j 
the  slow  process  of  a life  time,  to  acquire  a , 
moderate  degree  of  what  the  world  calls  suc- 
cess. Such,  in  brief,  is  the  story  of  Milon  , 
Pratt,  president  of  the  Deep  River  Savings  t 
Bank. 

The  history  of  the  Pratt  family  is  an  inter- 
esting one.  The  name  ( according  to  Rev.  F.  . 
W.  Chapman,  author  of  the  Pratt  Family  and 
Descendants)  is  variously  spelled  in  more  an- 
cient writings,  thus : Pratt,  Prat,  Pratte, 

Pradt.  Praed,  Prate,  also1  Praer  and  Prayers.  1 
It  is  a surname,  derived  like  many  of  the  Nor-  j 
man  and  Saxon  names,  from  a locality — in  the 
Latin,  “a  meadow ;”  in  the  French  “a  prairie.” 
The  name  Pratt  occurs  among  the  earliest  of 
English  surnames,  and  the  family,  in  many 
of  its  branches,  held  stations  of  influence  and 
power  in  the  British  Empire.  The  earliest  no- 
tice of  Pratts  in  England  is  prior  to  the  year  1 
A.  D.  1200.  and  shows  that  they  probably  came 
to  England  from  Normandy.  Four  brothers, 
John,  William,  Engalraw  and  Peter  de  Pratel- 
lis,  figured  largely  in  the  reign  of  Richard  and  1 
John.  They  were  all  living  A.  D.  1201,  as  [ 
they  witness  the  settlement,  of  Robert,  Earl  of  1 
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Mallent,  at  Peter’s  marriage.  William  and 
Peter  de  Pratellis  were  crusaders,  and  greatly 
distinguished  themselves  with  King  Richard 
in  the  Holy  Land. 

Lieut.  William  Pratt,  the  immigrant  an- 
cestor, is  supposed  to  have  come  to  America 
with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  to  Newtown  (now 
Cambridge),  Mass.,  in  1633,  and  went  thence 
to  Plartford,  Conn.,  in  June,  T636.  Lieut.  Will- 
iam Pratt’s  great-grandfather  was  Thomas 
Pratt,  of  Baldock,  in  Hertfordshire,  England, 
who  died  in  February,  1539.  Thomas  Pratt 
married  Joan,  and  had  four  children,  Thomas, 
James,  Andrew  and  Agnes. 

Andrew  Pratt,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born 
at  Baldock.  The  name  of  his  wife  is  unknown. 
He  had  three  children,  Ellen,  William  and 
Richard. 

Rev.  William  Pratt,  son  of  Andrew,  was 
baptized  at  Baldock,  in  October,  1562,  and  was 
rector  of  the  parish  of  Stevenage,  in  Hertford- 
shire, in  1598.  The  Christian  name  of  his  wife 
was  Elizabeth,  but  her  family  name  is  un- 
known. Rev.  William  Pratt  died  in  1629,  aged 
■sixty-seven.  They  had  six  children,  Sarah, 
Mary,  Elizabeth,  Richard,  John  and  William, 
the  last  named  being  the  first  settler  in 
America. 

Lieut.  William  Pratt  married  Elizabeth 
Clark,  daughter  of  John  Clark,  first  of  Say- 
brook and  afterward  of  Milford.  Lieut.  Pratt 
was  a man  of  much  note  in  the  Colony.  In 
1637  he  was  in  the  expedition  against  the  Pe- 
■quots  which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  their 
fort  at  Mystic.  By  order  of  the  General  Court 
he  received  too  acres  of  land,  probably  for  ser- 
vices performed  in  that  expedition.  Pie  sold 
his  land  in  Hartford  to  Matthew  Beckwith,  and 
about  1645  removed  to  Saybrook.  He  was  a 
large  land  owner  in  that  town  and  also  in  He- 
bron. He  was  a deputy  to  the  General  Court 
twenty-three  times,  his  last  session  being  in 
1678.  Pie  died  about  1678-79.  The  date  of 
his  wife’s  death  is  not  known.  To  them  were 
born  eight  children  : Elizabeth  and  John,  born 
at  Plartford  : and  Joseph,  Sarah,  William,  Sam- 
uel, Lydia  and  Nathaniel,  born  at  Saybrook. 

Capt.  William  Pratt,  the  fifth  child  of 
Lieut.  William  was  born  May  15,  1653,  and 
married  Hannah  Kirtland  (supposed  to  be  the 
sister  of  John  Kirtland,  who  settled  at  Say- 
brook, February  20,  1678),  by  whom  he  had 
five  children,  Benjamin,  Hannah,  Prudence, 


Ebenezer  and  Jabez.  He  was  a prominent 
man,  serving  in  the  civil,  military  and  religious 
affairs  of  the  town,  was  a surveyor,  captain  of 
the  militia,  etc.  He  was  also  a large  land 
owner  in  Saybrook  and  Hebron.  He  died 
March  4,  1718,  aged  sixty-five;  date  of  his 
wife’s  death  is  not  known. 

Benjamin  Pratt,  son  of  Capt.  William  and 
Hannah  Pratt,  was  born  June  14,  1681,  and 
married  November  12,  1702,  Anna  Bates, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Bates.  By  her  he  had 
three  children,  Benjamin,  Jared  and  Zephaniah. 

Jared  Pratt,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Anna 
Pratt,  was  born  about  1711,  and  died  in  1764. 
On  November  4,  1740,  he  married  Abigail 
Clark,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Clark,  and 
had  by  her  eight  children,  all  born  between 
1741  and  1761,  namely:  Abigail,  Prudence, 

Jared,  Gideon,  John  Clark,  Zerviah,  Ezra 
(grandfather  of  our  subject),  and  Zephaniah. 
The  date  of  death  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Pratt  is  not 
known. 

Ezra  Pratt,  grandfather  of  Milon,  was 
born  December  5,  1757,  and  married  January 
22,  1783,  Temperance  Southworth.  Both  were 
natives  of  Saybrook.  To  them  were  born 
eleven  children : Ezra,  Amasa,  Prudence,  Al- 
fred, PTenrv,  Temperance,  Horace  S.,  Nathan- 
iel A..  Lorinda,  Lyman  and  Selden  M. 

Alfred  Pratt,  the  father  of  Milon,  was  born 
March  18,  1789,  and  married  Zipporah 

Starkey,  January  9,  1808.  He  grew  up  in  the 
town  of  Saybrook,  and,  early  developing  a 
taste  for  sea-faring  life  in  time  became  a sailor ; 
his  last  voyage  was  to  the  Sandwich  Islands 
and  the  coast  of  Japan.  One  of  his  trips  was  a 
whaling  expedition,  on  which  he  was  away 
from  home  three  years,  returning  to  Nan- 
tucket in  1823,  soon  after  removing  his  family 
to  Penfield,  near  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
remained  about  eight  years.  Plis  next  removal 
was  to  Geneva,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  for  a 
time  in  farming,  as  he  had  followed  that  occu- 
[ pation  in  New  York,  but  in  time  the  old  love 
of  water  claimed  him.  and  he  was  engaged  as 
pilot  on  the  Steamer  “Washington"  at  the  time 
I that  vessel  was  burned  on  Lake  Erie,  lie  and 
his  son  Lyman  clung  to  a piece  of  wreckage 
for  two  and  one-half  hours,  before  rescued. 
Mr.  Pratt  died  December  23.  1863.  and  his  wife 
died  January  23.  1867.  They  had  eleven  chil- 
dren: Harriet  \\ born  November  t.  1808; 

Henry,  born  July  i,  1810  (died  unmarried  Oc- 
tober 21,  1826)  ; Ezra,  October  19,  1812; 
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Elizabeth  II.,  October  9,  1813;  Augusta, 

March  8,  1815  (died  May  28,  1831)  ; William, 
April  10,  1817;  Martha,  January  1,  1819; 
Lyman  A.,  September  15,  1821  ; Edwin,  March 
30,  1825  ; Hamilton,  March  18,  1827;  Milon, 
June  12,  1831. 

Milon  Pratt,  youngest  in  the  family  of  Al- 
fred and  Zipporah  Pratt,  was  born  at  Penfield, 
near  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  being  the  only  one  of 
the  family  not  a native  of  Saybrook,  and  is  in 
the  seventh  generation  from  William  Pratt, 
the  immigrant.  He  was  two  years  of  age  when 
his  father  removed  to  Geneva,  Ohio,  where  he 
received  his  early  education,  attending  the  dis- 
trict schools  until  he  was  sixteen.  From  that 
age  until  he  was  twenty-one  he  was  engaged  in 
the  wood  turning  business,  having  erected  a 
shop  with  steam  power  for  that  purpose.  In 
the  spring  of  1853,  while  on  a visit  in  the  East, 
a larger  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  mechanical 
aspirations  was  offered  him,  and  in  the  fall  of 
that  year  he  moved  to  Meriden,  Conn.,  and  ac- 
cepted a position  in  the  factory  of  Walter 
Webb  & Co.,  manufacturers  of  ivory  combs, 
located  at  Hanover  (now  South  Meriden). 
The  inducements  offered  him  were  $1.50  per 
day  of  eleven  hours,  and  the  privilege  of  ac- 
quiring an  ownership  in  the  stock  of  that  firm. 
The  interest  acquired  at  that  time  has  been 
carried  along  with  all  the  changes  made  from 
the  above  company  to  the  present  corporation 
of  Pratt,  Read  & Co.,  of  Deep  River.  While 
Mr.  Pratt  resided  in  Meriden,  the  firm  of  Wal- 
ter Webb  & Co.  merged  with  that  of  Julius 
Pratt  & Co.  After  having  been  connected  with 
Walter  Webb  & Co.  about  nine  years,  and  after 
the  above  change  took  place,  Mr.  Pratt  severed 
his  connection  with  that  firm,  still  retaining 
his  interest,  however,  and,  in  company  with 
Clemens  Darnstadt,  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  key-boards,  this  firm  having  been  the 
first  to  manufacture  keys  in  Connecticut;  they 
also  manufactured  largely  “sharps,"  commonly 
known  as  the  black  keys  of  the  piano  and  or- 
gan. Tn  1873  this  business  was  sold  to  Pratt, 
Read  R Co.  Later  the  plant  was  moved  to 
Deep  River.  Milon  Pratt  is  the  oldest  stock- 
holder in  the  company,  and  the  oldest  man  in 
the  State  in  the  ivory  manufacturing  business. 
Throughout  the  period  of  his  connection  with 
this  company,  he  made  and  perfected  various 
appliances  for  the  better  production  of  ivory 
goods,  having  secured  several  patents  for  im- 
provements on  machinery  for  this  purpose,  all 


of  which  passed  to  the  company.  Mr.  Pratt’s 
relation  with  the  Deep  River  Savings  Bank  | 
began  as  trustee,  in  1875,  in  1881  he  was 
chosen  vice-president.  Since  1899  he  has  been 
its  efficient  president. 

On  June  10,  1852,  Mr.  Pratt  was  married 
to  Ednah  Peninah  Todd,  born  November  16, 
1830,  daughter  of  Amos  Todd,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Foote)  Todd, 
who  were  the  first  settlers  of  Homer,  N.  Y.,. 
there  being  at  the  time  of  their  location  at  that 
place  no  neighbors  within  three  miles.  To1  Mr.  1 
and  Mrs.  Milon  Pratt  were  born  four  children: 

(1)  Augusta  C.,  born  May  10,  1855,  married 
May  22,  1S79,  George  S.  Marvin,  of  Brooklyn, 

N.  Y.,  son  of  John  W.  Marvin,  of  Deep  River; 
they  have  one  child,  Charles  Arthur.  (2) 
Emma,  born  August  5,  1858,  married  January 
3,  1884,  Joseph  U.  Pratt,  of  Meriden,  Conn. ; j 
they  have  one  child,  Waldo  Todd.  (3)  How- 
ard M.,  born  December  28,  1864,  died  March  ; 
14,  1865.  (4)  Arthur  M.,  born  February  17,  ; 

1868,  married  April  26,  1893,  Mary  Ann  Chad-  . 
wick,  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  they  have  three 
children,  Mildred,  Anna  and  Esther.  Dr.  Ar- 
thur M.  Pratt  was  educated  in  the  public  1 
schools  of  Deep  River,  and  the  Adelphia  Acad-  f 
emy,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  studied  medicine  and 
graduated  from  the  Bellevue  Medical  College,  » 
of  New  York,  and  also  took  a post-graduate  f 
course  of  one  year.  Lie  practiced  his  profes-  i 
sion  for  three  years  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  then  j 
four  years  in  Cromwell,  Conn.,  and  is  now  * 
(1902)  practicing  in  Deep  River. 

Politically  Milon  Pratt  is  a Republican. 
Brought  up  in  the  Nineteenth  Congressional  I 
District  of  Ohio  under  the  political  influence  of 
such  leaders  as  Joshua  R.  Guldens  and  Ben-  < 
iamin  F.  Wade,  he  became  deeply  imbued  with 
the  prevailing  anti-slavery  sentiment  of  north-  < 
ern  Ohio  and  his  first  presidential  vote  was 
cast  for  John  P.  Hale.  Since  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party  he  has  been  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  that  party.  In 
1875  he  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature, serving  on  the  committee  on  Roads 
and  Bridges;  he  was  again  representative  in 
1885,  during  which  session  he  was  on  the  com- 
mittee on  Banks,  and  in  1896,  serving  on  the 
committee  on  Finance.  Throughout  his  career 
as  a public  official  he  held  a high  record  for 
ability  and  integrity,  of  which  he  may  be  justly 
proud.  Locally  Mr.  Pratt  has  been  called  upon 
to  fill  many  offices,  but  having  so  many  claims. 
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upon  his  timje  has  only  accepted  those  of  first 
selectman  and  assessor,  and  he  discharges  the 
duties  of  justice  of  the  peace.  He  and  his  es- 
timable wife  give  their  support  to  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  they  are  much  respected 
among  their  numerous  friends,  who  recognize 
their  many  excellent  qualities. 

DENNIS  DUNN,  who  is  now  seventy- 
five  years  of  age,  affords  in  his  life  a striking 
illustration  of  what  may  be  accomplished 
through  hard  work,  thrift,  integrity  and  reso- 
lute purpose.  He  is  a fine  type  of  a man  who 
is  essentially  self-made,  having  begun  life’s 
struggle  for  himself  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  a 
poor  boy,  and  owning  but  five  dollars  on  the 
day  of  his  marriage.  His  father,  Matthew 
Dunn,  was  a laborer  in  County  Cork,  Ireland, 
where  Dennis  was  born  in  1828.  He  attended 
school  up  tO'  the  age  mentioned,  when  he  left 
home  to  wlork  for  a cousin,  Michael  Donovan, 
a tenant  farmer,  who  was  able  to  pay  him  but 
small  wages.  In  March,  1845,  his  parents, 
with  their  children  (including  Dennis),  emi- 
grated to  America,  starting  on  their  westward 
voyage  from  Cork,  in  the  sailing  vessel  “Mary 
T.  Runlett.”  The  craft  proved  stanch,  and, 
in  due  time,  the  family  landed  at  New  York. 
They  tarried  in  that  city  but  two  days,  going 
to  Portland,  Conn.,  where  they  settled.  Mr. 
Dunn’s  father  and  mother  died  there,  and  are 
buried  in  Middletown.  Thev  were  married 
in  County  Cork,  and  Mrs.  Dunn’s  maiden 
name  was  Ellen  Mulcahey. 

Dennis  Dunn  was  the  sixth  in  a family  of 
seven  children  the  others,  in  order  of  their 
birth,  being:  James,  Ellen,  William,  Mat- 

thew, Mary  and  Eliza.  James  was  for  many 
years  employed  in  the  Portland  quarries;  he 
married  Mary  Gorman,  and  died  in  Middle- 
town  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  Ellen 
was  the  w*ife  of  John  O’Brien,  a farmer  of 
Kensington,  Conn.,  where  she  died.  William, 
a joiner  by  trade,  resides  in  Middletown;  he 
married  Johanna  Kelly,  who  is  now  deceased. 
Matthew  was.  twice  married ; first  to  Norah 
Welsh;  he  died  in  Glastonbury.  Mary  be- 
came Mrs.  Patrick  Hennessey,  and  died  in 
Middletown.  Eliza  was  married  to  Lawrence 
Maccaboy ; she  and  her  husband  resided  at 
Portland,  and  both  are  deceased. 

Dennis  Dunn  did  not  remain  at  Portland 
with  the  other  members  of  the  family.  Going 


to  Boston,  he  found  employment  with  a street 
contractor,  in  East  Boston,  and  remained  there 
for  two  years.  In  1847  he  returned  to  Port- 
land, and,  for  the  next  six  years,  worked  in  the 
quarries  there.  Meanwhile,  on  July  31,  1848, 
he  was  married,  by  Rev.  Father  Brady  of 
Middletown,  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  John 
and  Johanna  (Sheehan)  Cotter.  As  has  been 
said,  he  had  but  five  dollars  in  cash  at  the  time. 
The  stipend  paid  to  quarrymen  was  not  large, 
and  the  expense  of  a steadily  increasing  fam- 
ily Was  very  considerable;  yet  Mr.  Dunn  and 
his  frugal,  estimable  wife  managed  to  save 
enough  to  make  a small  payment  on  a farm, 
which  he  purchased  of  'Charles  Hubbard  in 
the  spring  of  1853.  It  embraced  but  sixteen 
acres,  to  which,  through  prudence  and  indus- 
try, Mr.  Dunn  found  himself  able  to  add  from 
time  to  time.  There  he  lived  until  1892,  when 
he  disposed  of  the  place  and  bought  his  pres- 
ent comfortable  home  in  Rockfall.  Although, 
well  advanced  in  years,  he  is  well  preserved, 
both  physically  and  mentally,  performing  his 
daily  round  of  domestic  duties,  although  ire 
leads  a somewhat  retired  life.  His  years  have 
been  full  of  toil,  but  his  industry  and  perse- 
verance have  brought  a rich  reward  in  a com- 
fortable competence,  the  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity, and  the  approval  of  his  own  con- 
science. In  all  his  efforts  he  has  had  the  con- 
stant aid,  loving  sympathy,  and  wise  counsel 
of  his  devoted  wife.  In  1897  he  erected  two 
well  appointed  tenement  houses,  on  land  ad- 
joining his  home  on  the  west. 

Mrs.  Dunn  was  born  in  County  Cork, 
Ireland,  in  1823.  'Her  father  died  in  the  land 
of  his  birth,  and  her  mother  in  the  United 
States.  She,  herself,  crossed  the  water  in 
1845.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunn  have  been  born 
ten  children,  namely:  Ellen,  John,  Matthew, 

Johanna,  Mary,  Ellen  (second  of  that  name), 
Dennis,  Jr.,  William,  James  and  Elizabeth. 
Ellen,  Dennis,  James  and  Elizabeth  died  in 
infancy  or  early  childhood,  three  of  them 
passing  away  within  the  brief  space  of  six 
days.  John  is  a mechanic  at  Bridgeport, 
Conn.;  he  married  Ellen  Murray.  Matthew 
married  Kate  Eustis,  and  holds  the  responsible 
position  of  yardmaster  for  the  New  ork, 
New  Haven  & Hartford  Railroad  t ein- 
pauv  at  New  Loudon.  Johanna  married  Dan- 
iel McPadden.  and  died  at  Bridgeport.  Mary. 
Mrs.  John  llughson.  lives  in  New  Haven. 
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Ellen  (2)  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Lyons, 
and  has  her  home  at  Shelton,  Conn.  Will- 
iam was,  for  several  years,  a switchman  in 
the  yards  of  the  New  York  & New)  Haven 
Company  at  New  London  ; he  married  Mar- 
garet Connel  and  died  October  14,  1899. 

In  politics  Mr.  Dunn  is  liberal,  though 
conservative.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  prac- 
tical Catholics,  and  attendants  upon  the  ser- 
vices of  St.  Colman’s  Church,  at  Middlefield, 
toward  the  erection  of  which  Mr.  Dunn  was  a 
most  liberal  and  hearty  contributor. 

EPHRAIM  P.  ARNOLD,  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate, first  selectman,  and  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent men  of  Haddam,  Middlesex  county,  can 
trace  his  ancestry  in  this  country  back  to  John 
Arnold  of  Cambridge  and  Hartford,  and  the 
latter’s  son,  Joseph  Arnold,  who  was  one  of  the 
twenty-eight  original  proprietors  who  located 
in  Haddam  in  1662.  The  Judge  takes  a proper 
pride  in  the  fact  that  he  owns  the  land  upon 
which  the  ancestor  settled,  and  which  is  located 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  from  the 
County  House. 

John  Arnold  appears  early  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  where  he  was  made  a freeman  May  6, 
1635.  He  became  one  of  the  original  proprie- 
tors of  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1639,  and  died  in 
1664.  His  wife,  Susannah,  was  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  old  South  Church, 
Boston.  Their  children  were : Josiah,  a free- 
man of  Hartford  in  1657;  Joseph,  a freeman 
of  Hartford  in  1658  ; John ; and  Daniel,  a free- 
man of  Hartford  in  1665.  Of  these,  Daniel 
died  May  10,  1691,  leaving  a widow  and  chil- 
dren; of  Josiah  and  John  we  have  no  further 
knowledge. 

(II)  Joseph  Arnold,  son  of  John  of  Cam- 

bridge and  Hartford,  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Wakeman,  of  Hartford. 
He  became  one  of  the  twenty-eight  original 
proprietors  of  the  town  of  Haddam,  Conn.,  in 
1662,  and  died  October  22,  1691.  His  chil- 
dren, and  their  ages  at  the  time  of  their  father’s 
death,  were:  John,  twenty-nine;  Joseph, 

twenty-six:  Samuel,  twenty-three;  Josias  (Jos- 
iah twenty-one;  Jonathan,  twelve;  Susan, 
sixteen;  and  Elizabeth,  nine. 

(III)  John  Arnold,  son  of  Joseph,  born 
about  1 062,  married,  and  his  sons  were:  (1) 
John,  a physician,  settled  in  Middletown.  (2) 
Joshua,  also  a physician,  of  Haddam  Neck, 


married,  and  his  sons  were  John,  Joshua,  Jacob, 
Joseph,  Deacon  Gideon  and  Ebenezer.  Of 
these,  Deacon  Gideon  had  sons : Daniel ; 

Deacon  Gideon  (2),  of  Easthampton,  Conn.; 
Jabez  ; and  Jacob.  Among  the  sons  of  Eben- 
ezer was  Col.  Arnold,  of  Durham,  Connecticut. 

(Ill)  Joseph  Arnold,  born  about  1665, 
married,  and  his  sons  were  Joseph  and  Simon, 
the  latter  of  whom  had  a son  Joseph. 

(Ill)  Samuel  Arnold,  born  about  1668, 
married  and  settled  in  East  Haddam,  where  his 
portion  of  his  father’s  estate  was  located.  He 
had  sons:  Joseph,  who  had — Joseph,  Eph- 

raim, and  others;  Samuel,  a candidate;  Enoch; 
Josiah;  and  John. 

(Ill)  Josias  (Josiah)  Arnold,  born  about 
1670,  married,  and  his  sons  were:  Samuel, 

Josiah,  David  and  James.  Of  these,  David  had 
sons — Francis,  Seth,  Samuel,  Josiah  and 
James.  1 

(III)  Jonathan  Arnold,  born  about  1679, 
married  (first)  October  5,  1709,  Hannah  Rob- 
inson, and  (second)  in  1715,  Sarah  Jones,  and 
his  sons  were:  Samuel,  who  when  three  years 
old  was  lost  in  the  woods  west  of  Turkey  Hill ; 
Jonathan,  who  settled  as  a minister  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey;  Samuel  (2),  who  mar- 
ried and  had  sons — Jonathan,  Samuel  and 
James. 

From  the  foregoing  source  came  the  pater- 
nal ancestors  of  Judge  Ephraim  P.  Arnold,  of 
Haddam. 

Samuel  Arnold,  the  Judge’s  great-grandfa- 
ther, died  October  8,  1805,  aged  fifty-nine;  his 
wife,  Elizabeth,  died  January  11,  1825,  aged 
♦ seventy-seven.  To  them  were  born  : Jonathan, 
Elizabeth,  Charles,  Hlannah,  Elijah  and  Joseph. 

Joseph  Arnold,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, died  January  12,  1823  aged  forty-nine. 
He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Haddam, 
where  he  was  engaged  as  a merchant,  and  al- 
though he  died  at  a comparatively  early  age 
he  had  proved  himself  a man  of  unusual  ability, 
successfully  conducting  four  stores  at  one 
time,  in  Killingworth,  Lyme,  Haddam  and 
Middletown.  In  politics  lie  was  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  in  his  death  the  community  lost 
one  of  its  best  citizens.  He  married  Thankful 
Clark,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mira  (Dud- 
ley) Clark,  residents  of  Clark’s  Creek,  in  Ty- 
lerville,  town  of  Haddam.  The  Dudley  family 
traces  its  descent  directly  from  Lord  Dudley, 
of  English  fame.  Mrs.  Joseph  Arnold  died 
August  19,  1849,  aged  seventy-three.  To  Mr. 
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and  Mrs.  Arnold  came  children  as  follows : 
(i)  Nancy,  born  August  n,  1797,  died  Sep- 
tember 18,  1798.  (2)  Jonathan,  born  Nov. 

27,  1798,  died  May  30,  1872.  (3)  Nancy  (2), 

born  July  11,  1800,  died  January  28,  1884.  (4) 
Joseph,  born  March  10,  1802,  died  March  11, 
1869.  (5)  George  was  born  September  22, 

1803.  (6)  One  son  died  in  infancy.  (7)  Sam- 
uel, born  June  1,  1806,  was  a member  of  Con- 
gress from  1857  to  1859,  from  the  Second  Con- 
gressional District;  he  lived  in  the  home  now- 
occupied  by  his  nephew,  Judge  E.  P.  Arnold. 
(8)  William  P.,  born  October  14,  1808,  died 
September  2,  1893.  (9)  Hannah,  born  Janu- 
ary T,  1810,  died  January  12,  1823.  (10) 

Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  October  5,  1813,  died 
September  28,  1849.  (11)  Isaac,  born  July  6, 

1815,  died  August  26,  1892.  (12)  Charles, 

born  January  31,  1817,  died  October  20,  1859. 

William  P.  Arnold,  the  Judge’s  father,  was 
born  October  14,  1808,  died  September  2,  1893, 
in  Haddam,  and  was  buried  in  the  Central 
cemetery  of  that  place.  In  1837  he  married 
Elma  E.  Cole,  a native  of  the  town  of  Chatham, 
who  was  born  in  1817,  and  died  March  15, 
1890.  To  this  union  were  born  thirteen  chil- 
dren, three  of  whoml  died  in  infancy.  We  have 
record  of  twelve:  Ephraim  P.,  Daniel  R., 

Nancy  M.,  Georgiana,  Lydia,  Elma,  Louisa, 
Samuel,  Ella  G.,  Franklin  A.,  William  P.,  Jr., 
and  Harriet  A.  In  early  life  the  father  was 
employed  by  Hon.  Samuel  Arnold,  his  brother, 
in  quarry  work,  and  later  was  captain  of  vari- 
ous vessels,  sailing  from  the  quarry  with  stone 
to  New  York.  For  over  twenty  years  he  was 
in  command  of  sailing  craft.  In  politics  he 
was  a stanch  Democrat. 

Judge  Ephraim  P.  Arnold  was  born  March 
26,  1839,  in  Haddam,  Conn.,  where  he  grew 
up.  during  his  youth  attending  the  public 
schools,  and  the  Brainerd  Academy,  ringing 
the  bell  and  sweeping  the  rooms  of  the  academy 
in  paym'ent  for  his  tuition.  I lis  educational  ad- 
vantages were  limited  to  those  afforded  by 
these  institutions.  At  the  early  age  of  twelve 
lie  left  home  to  work  in  the  shipyard  of  Pleze- 
kiah  and  Chauncey  Childs,  1 at  Higganum, 
Conn.,  remaining  with  them  six  months,  which 
time  ran  into  the  fall  of  the  year,  when  lie  re- 
turned home  and  attended  the  winter  session 
of  the  Brainerd  Academy.  This  plan  of  work- 
ing in  summer,  and  attending  the  academy  in 
winter,  was  followed  for  some  years,  until  he 
became  sufficiently  advanced  in  his  studies  to 


teach  school  in  the  winters,  working  in  the 
quarries  during  the  summers.  He  was  in  the 
employ  of  his  uncles,  Ephraim  Pierson  and 
Samuel  Arnold.  Later  he  took  the  entire  charge 
of  the  farming  interests  of  the  late  James  C. 
Walklev.  During  the  time  that  the  latter  was 
so  largely  interested  in  the  erection  of  the 
Valley  road,  Mr.  Arnold  did  the  collecting  for 
him,  and,  in  all,  was  in  his  employ  for  thirty 
years.  Mr.  Arnold  taught  school  in  all  three 
years,  first  in  the  Beaver  Meadow  District, 
next  at  Candlewood  Hill,  and  later  at  the  Hig- 
ganum school;  and  just  twenty-one  years  later 
his  daughter,  Ellen  M.,  began  teaching  in  the 
same  school. 

After  leaving  Mr.  Walkley’s  service,  about 
1876,  Mr.  Arnold  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, buying  wood  land,  and  cutting  the  timber, 
his  transactions  amounting  to  from  $5,000  to 
$8,000  yearly.  So  successful  was  he  in  this 
special  line  that  he  still  continues  it,  although 
not  so  extensively  as  in  former  days.  A man 
so  manifestly  able  as  Judge  Arnold  could  not 
easily  escape  political  preferment,  and  his 
party — the  Democratic — has  frequently  called 
upon  him  to  represent  its  interests.  In  1877 
and  1879  he  represented  the  town  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  being  a member  at  the  last  ses- 
sion in  the  old  and  first  session  in  the  new  State 
House  at  Hartford.  In  1873  he  was  elected 
first  selectman,  which  office  he  still  holds,  and 
has  entire  charge  of  town  affairs.  When  he 
was  first  elected  the  town  debt  was  $64,000, 
but  through  the  careful  management  of  himself 
and  his  associates  it  has  been  brought  down  to 
$216.65,  which  amount  will  be  increased,  how- 
ever, by  the  disbursement  of  the  money  that 
will  be  required  to  meet  the  losses  occurring 
in  consequence  of  the  severe  flood  of  August 
24,  1901.  In  1882  Mr.  Arnold  was  elected 
Judge  of  Probate,  and  with  the  exception  of 
two  years  has  been  in  office  ever  since,  suc- 
ceeding George  W.  Arnold. 

In  his  domestic  relations  Judge  Arnold  is 
especially  happy,  and  his  pleasant  home  at 
Haddam  is  the  abode  of  hospitality  and  com- 
fort. lie  was  married  September  28,  1862,  to 
Ellen  M.  Brainerd.  daughter  of  1 larvey  E.  and 
Harriet  (Williams)  Brainerd.  She  died  June 
23,  1863,  aged  twenty-two  years.  On  August 
17,  1864,  Judge  Arnold  married  Sarah  11.  Ar- 
nold. who  was  born  January  26,  1838,  daugh- 
ter of  ( hauncev  and  Maria  ( (furrier)  Arnold, 
i and  great-granddaughter  of  Jabez  (son  of 
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Gideon,  son  of  John).  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  four  children:  Ellen  M.,  born 
September  28,  1865,  married  Elwyn  T.  Clark, 
of  Haddam,  who  is  one  of  the  county  commis- 
sioners of  Middlesex  county.  Philip  C.,  born 
January  31,  1867,  married  Mary  A-,  daughter 
of  William  H.  Russell,  of  Haddam,  and 
has  one  daughter,  Sarah  Russell;  they 
reside  in  Easthampton,  and  he  is  in 
the  employ  of  the  Bevin  Brothers  Manu- 
facturing Company.  Sarah  Elma,  born 
November  21,  1868,  married  Wilton  A.  Tay- 
lor, of  Meriden,  Conn.,  and  has  three  children, 
Ruth  Arnold,  Cynthia  Maria  and  Lula  Rita. 
Ephraim  P.,  Jr.,  born  October  24,  1874,  is  with 
the  Farmington  River  Light  & Power  Com- 
pany, of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

Both  Judge  and  Mrs.  Arnold  are  active 
members  of  the  First  Congregational  Church 
of  Haddam,  of  which,  in  1899,  he  was  elected 
a deacon.  Socially  he  is  a Mason,  formerly  a 
member  of  Columbia  Lodge,  No.  26,  of  East 
Haddam,  and  now  a member  of  Granite  Lodge, 
No.  1 19,  at  Haddam,  of  which  he  is  a charter 
member,  and  has  been  the  treasurer  since  its 
organization,  in  1877.  Judge  Arnold  is  es- 
sentially a public  man,  and  has  much  to  do 
with  the  settlement  of  estates.  He  has  the  en- 
tire confidence  of  the  public,  as  shown  by  his 
repeated  election  to  places  of  trust,  is  learned 
as  a judge,  and  is  an  honorable,  straightfor- 
ward capable  business  man,  of  very  high  char- 
acter. The  family  has  high  social  standing, 
and  fitly  represents  and  perpetuates  the  promi- 
nence and  high  character  which  has  been  its 
portion  in  previous  generations. 

CLARK  GRIFFITH  SOUTH  M A YD  is 
one  of  the  older  citizens  of  Portland,  and  a 
member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Mid- 
dlesex county.  He  is  a son  of  Jonathan  B. 
and  Emily  (Griffith)  Southmayd. 

The  name  Southmeade  wias  recorded  in 
the  County  of  Kent,  England,  for  six  genera- 
tions prior  tO'  1620.  The  first  of  the  name  in 
America  was  William  Southmeade,  who  was 
born  in  England  in  1615.  Tradition  says  he 
was  the  son  of  John  Southmayd,  of  Wrey, 
Devonshire,  and  according  to  one  authority, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  reliable,  he  was  a son 
oif  Sir  William  Southmayd  of  Devonshire.  All 
the  Southmavds  in  this  country,  so-  far  as 
knowtn,  are  the  descendants  of  William,  the 
emigrant,  who-  came  to  these  shores  and  set- 


tled at  Cape  Ann,  Gloucester,  Mass.  The  1 


family  had  high  standing  in  Colonial  days,  and  j 
intermarried  with  many  of  the  best  houses  of 
old  New  England.  At  Gloucester,  Mass.,  No- 
vember 28,  1642,  William  Southmayd  mar- 
ried Millicent  Addez,  eldest  daughter  of  Will- 
iam  Addez,  of  that  town.  William  South- 
mayd was  a sea  captain,  and  was  in  command  j 
of  vessels  plying  between  .Portland,  Maine,  ; 
Salem,  Boston,  and  New  London,  Conn.  He  ! 
moved  after  some  years  to  Salem,  Mass.,  j 
where  his  two  sons  were  born,  and  the  dates 
of  their  birth  are  a matter  of  town  record.  He 
spent  his  last  years  in  Boston,  where  he  owned 
a home,  in  which  he  died  in  1646.  He  left 
two  sons,  John  and  William.  The  former, 
born  in  Salem  October  26,  1643,  was  a sea 
captain,  and  died  at  sea,  unmarried ; he 
was,  in  1648,  granted  a portion  of  his  fa-  j 
ther's  estate.  William  w;as  born  in  Salem  \ 
September  17,  1645. 

Millicent  A.  Southmayd  married  for  her  ’ 
second  husband,  in  1651,  Deacon  Thomas  * 
Beebe,  and  they  at  once  removed  to  New  Lon- 
don, Conn.,  where  she  died  in  1699.  She  had  » 
four  children  by  her  second  marriage : [ 

Thomas,  Hannah,  Millicent  and  Rebeka. 
Thomas  died  unmarried.  Hannah  married  , 
John  Hawks,  and  Millicent  became  the  wife  , 
of  Nicholas  Darrow.  Rebeka  married  Na- 
thaniel Holt,  from  whom  is  descended  the 
well-known  Holt  family  of  New  London. 

(II)  William  Southmayd,  Jr.,  was  a cap- 
tain in  the  West  Indies  trade.  He  was  the 
first  of  the  family  to  come  to  Middletown.  It 
is  a family  tradition  that  he  came  in  1655,. 
but  his  name  does  not  appear  on  the  town  rec- 
ords until  1667.  On  June  16,  1675,  he  pur- 
chased of  William  Cheney  a house  and  a lot  ' 
of  four  acres  in  Middletown,  the  location  being  I 
the  square  now  between  Court  and  Center  j 
streets,  from  Main  street  to  the  Connecticut  ' 
river.  Capt.  Southmayd  afterward  made  an 
extensive  purchase  o:f  land  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Church  streets,  and  five  acres  of  this 
tract  descended  to  his  son  Giles.  He  died  in 
170-1.  On  October  16,  1673,  married  for 
his  first  wife  Esther  Hamlin,  who  was  born 
December  15,  1655,  in  Middletown,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Giles  and  Esther  Hamlin,  and  died  ; 
November  11,  1682,  leaving  five  children:  j 
William,  born  July  24,  1674,  died  in  infancy,  j 
John,  born  August  23,  1676,  graduated  from 
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Harvard  College,  and  for  forty  years  was  min- 
ister of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Water- 
bury,  Conn.,  where  he  died  November  14, 
1 75 5.  William  (2),  born  March  6,  1679,  died 
when  a young  man.  Giles,  born  January  17, 
1680,  died  May  27,  .1728.  Esther,  born  Octo- 
ber 28,  1682,  died  December  29,  same  year. 
Capt.  Southmayd’s  second  wife  was  Margaret 
Allyn,  third  daughter  of  Col.  John  Allyn,  of 
Hartford,  wiho  was  secretary  of  the  Colony 
for  thirty-four  years,  and  acting  governor  two 
years,  during  the  absence  of  Gov.  Winthrop 
in  England.  She  was  a great-granddaughter 
of  William  Pynchon,  the  founder  of  Spring- 
field,  Mlass.  To  this  union  came  children  as 
follows:  (1)  Allyn,  born  February  7,  1685, 

in  Hartford,  died  in  St.  John,  Newfoundland, 
at  an  advanced  age;  was  unmarried,  and  left 
a large  property  which  reverted  to  the  English 
crown.  (2)  Daniel,  born  September  16,  1687, 
died  November  23,  1705.  (3)  Margaret,  born 

August  11,  1691,  died  June  11,  1773.  On 
February  9,  1720,  she  married,  for  her  first  hus- 
band, Samuel  Gaylord,  the  wedding  taking 
place  in  Windsor,  where  they  resided;  the 
house  in  which  she  lived,  standing  on  Wash- 
ington street  in  Middletown,  is  now  the 
oldest  house  in  the  city.  'Mr.  Gaylord  was 
engaged  in  the  West  Indies  trade  with  his 
father-in-law.  He  died  M'ay  17,  1729,  and 
his  widow  married  for  her  second  hus- 
band, Seth  Wetmore,  Sr.,  of  Middletown, 
September  30,  1730.  (4)  Joseph,  born  May 

1 5,  1695,  is  more  fully  spoken  of  later.  (5) 
William,  born  January  9,  1699,  died  October 
15,  1747-  He  was  a man  of  some  resources, 
and  bought  a lot  in  Middletown,  on  which  he 
was  building  a house  for  a home,  but  died  be- 
fore it  was  completed.  He  married  Mehitable 
Dwight,  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Partridge)  Dwight,  March  26,  1729.  (6) 

Millicent,  horn  January  3,  1700,  died  December 
12,  1717. 

(Ill)  Joseph  Southmayd  was  a farmer, 
shipmaster,  and  shipbuilder.  He  settled  on 
the  home  lot  purchased  by  his  father  from 
William  Cheney.  In  1728  he  was  captain  of 
the  town  company  of  militia,  or  trainband,  as 
it  was  then  called ; represented  his  native  town 
in  the  Colonial  Assembly  from  1750  to  1756; 
and  from  1756  until  his  death  was  a justice  of 
the  quorum.  lie  served  with  Jabez  llamlin 
and  John  Gaines  as  a committee  to  determine 


the  site  of  the  new  North  Church  in  Middle- 
town,  which  stood  where  the  Episcopal  Church 
is  now  located.  Through  his  mother,  Mar- 
garet Allyn,  he  received  an  inheritance  of  150 
acres  of  land  in  Durham,  which  was  once 
owned  by  Col.  Allyn.  He  married  Abiah 
Douglass,  daughter  of  Richard  Douglass  of 
New  London,  who  was  a sea  captain,  and  also 
captain  of  the  first  trainband  of  New  London. 
Joseph  Southmayd  died  in  1772,  the  father  of 
the  following  children : Margaret,  born  No- 

vember 9,  1731,  was  married  July  21,  1752,  to 
Shadrach  Hibbard,  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  and 
died  January  28,  1755;  her  husband  died  Jan- 
uary 20,  1755.  Joseph,  born  October  2,  1733, 
died  at  sea,  when  a young  man.  Abiah,  born 
October  17,  1735,  married  Ebenezer  Sage,  a 
brother  of  Gen.  Comfort  Sage.  Jonathan,  born 
February  22,  1737,  died  June  7,  1797;  he  was 
a farmer  and  shipbuilder,  and  occupied  the 
homestead  of  his  father;  on  November  25, 
1762,  he  married  Martha  Sage,  daughter  of 
Ebenezer  Sage.  Daniel,  born  November  11, 
1738,  died  February  5,  1828.  John  died  early 
in  his  career. 

(IV)  Daniel  Southmayd  settled  in  Middle- 
town,  and  had  a large  farm  west  of  High 
street,  his  home  being  near  the  present  location 
of  the  “Secor  house.”  He  married  December 
4,  1760,  Hannah,  daughter  of  William  and 
Sarah  Goodrich,  wealthy  people,  and  in  1800 
moved  to  Durham.  He  was  a sergeant’s  mate 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  a man  of  much 
reputation  in  the  old  days.  Their  children 
were:  Abiah,  born  in  1761,  died  November 

14,  1781.  Daniel,  Jr.,  August  8,  1763,  was  a 
sea  captain,  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
army  at  the  age  of  sixteen;  on  December  1, 
1796,  he  married  for  his  first  wife,  Patience 
Sellew,  a native  of  Upper  Houses,  now  Crom- 
well, and  his  second  wife  was  Eunice  Bates, 
who  died  March  25,  1802;  on  March  31.  1803, 
he  married  for  his  third  wife  Olive  Fairchild, 
who  died  April  17,  1821,  and  he  died  in  Dur- 
ham June  6,  1838.  Hannah,  horn  October  14, 
1765,  married  Samuel  Bates:  they  removed 
from  Durham  to  Hartland,  Vt.  Joseph  was 
born  in  Middletown  March  2,  17(18,  and  died 
September  2,  1824.  Sarah,  horn  August  28, 

1 770,  married  Richard  Hubbard,  of  Durham. 
Anna,  born  January  28,  1773.  married  Isaac 
Newton,  of  Durham.  Elizabeth,  born  June 
11,  1775.  died  October  20,  1770.  John,  born 
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in  January,  1782,  died  March  3,  following. 

(V)  Joseph  Southmayd  was  born  in  Mid- 

dletown, but  passed  nearly  all  his  life  in  Dur- 
ham, extensively  engaged  in  farming,  and  was 
a prosperous  and  generous  man.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  be- 
longing first  at  Durham,  then  in  Haddam,  and 
again  at  Durham.  He  died  September  2, 
1824.  He  married  Cynthia  Freeman,  who  was 
born  September  29,  1769,  in  East  Hampton, 
and  died  July  14,  1850.  To  this  union  came 
the  following  children : (i)John  Bailey,  born 

June  11,  1794,  married  Elizabeth  Perkins,  of 
Bath,  England,  who-  was  born  November  28, 
1815,  and  died  November  12,  1851.  They  had 
eight  'children,  Joseph,  Sarah  B.„  Mary  A., 
George  M.  (who  married  Caroline  Neal,  and 
is  living  in  Durham),  Emily  G.,  Grace  P.  (wife 
of  Rev.  Philotus  Dean,  a Congregational  min- 
ister, and  for  the  last  sixteen  years  of  his  life 
professor  of  natural  sciences  and  principal  of 
the  high  school  at  Pittsburg),  Ogden  and  Cor- 
nelia. Daisy  G.  Dean,  a daughter  of  Grace 
P.,  married  E.  J.  Pearson,  of  Hartford.  (2) 
Jonathan  B.  wlas  born  March  2,  1797.  (3) 

Freeman  B.,  born  May  26,  1801,  died  October 
24,  1826,  on  the  eve  of  his  marriage  to  a young 
lady  of  his  native  town. 

(VI)  Jonathan  Brooks  Southmayd  was 
born  in  Durham,  Conn.,  March  2,  1797,  and 
his  wife,  Emily  Griffith,  was  born  April  21, 
1795,  at  Chatham.  They  were  married  in 
Middle  Haddam  November  23,  1816.  She 
Was  a daughter  of  Stephen  and  Zilpah  (Clark) 
•Griffith,  who  had  a family  of  eleven  children. 
The  father  was  born  in  1762,  and  died  Febru- 
ary 6,  1838;  her  mother  was  born  February 
3,  1765,  and  died  March  17,  1829.  The  young 
married  couple  went  to  housekeeping  in  Dur- 
ham. Jonathan  B.  Southmayd  began  life  a 
poor  boy,  and  made  his  own  way  in  the  world. 
He  remained  at  Durham  until  about  1825,  and 
then  moved  to  Haddam,  where  he  followed 
farming  until  1840.  He  then  came  to  Port- 
land, and  lived  in  what  was  known  as  the 
“Miles  house,”  on  Main  street.  He  followed 
farming  during  his  later  life,  but  kept  his 
home  in  Portland  after  it  was  once  established 
here.  Politically  he  was  a Whig,  and  later  a 
Republican. 

Jonathan  B.  and  Emily  Southmayd  had  the 
following  named  children : Cynthia,  born  at 

Durham,  in  1817,  married  Nathaniel  B.  Hall, 


of  Portland,  October  12,  1841,  and  died  in 
Portland  March  9,  1867.  Clark  G.  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  article.  Adeliza  T.,  born  April  12, 
1821,  married  Martin  Coats,  of  New  London, 
and  died  November  3,  1845.  Elizabeth  P., 
born  January  11,  1826,  married  Gilbert  Stan- 
cliff,  and  resides  in  Portland.  Jonathan  B. 
Southmayd  died  April  17,  1885,  at  Portland, 
where  his  wife  died  March  22,  1872.  They 
were  buried  in  the  Episcopal  cemetery. 

(VII)  Clark  G.  Southmayd  was  born  Au- 
gust 1,  1819,  in  Durham,  and  was  about  four 
years  old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Chatham. 
He  was  the  only  son  in  the  family,  and,  as  his 
father  was  a farmer,  when  about  twelve  years 
old  went  with  the  latter  into  the  woods  to 
look  after  the  team.  When  he  whs  fourteen 
his  school  days  ceased  except  for  a short  at- 
tendance during  the  winter  months.  His  fa- 
ther left  farming  when  Clark  was  eighteen 
years  old,  and  the  latter  went  to  work  in  a 
casting  shop  at  East  Hampton.  After  a few 
months  the  father  entered  the  employment  of 
E.  & S.  Brainerd,  as  master  of  teams  in  their 
extensive  quarry,  and  there  Clark  also  found 
employment,  entering  as  a driver,  and  in  about 
ten  years  being  made  foreman  on  the  rock. 
He  held  this  position  some  ten  years  or  more. 
Then  he  and  his  father  bought  the  farm  known 
as  the  “Cooper  property,”  which  is  now  the 
home  of  our  subject.  It  was  sold  to  Capt.  John 
McCleave,  and  then  bought  back,  and  Clark 
G.  has  made  his  home  upon  it  since  i860. 

Mr.  Southmayd  and  Miss  Juliette  Hurd, 
who  was  born  in  Chatham  May  23,  1821, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Fanny  (Stocking) 
Hurd,  were  married  in  Chatham.  Mrs.  South- 
mayd was  reared  there.  To>  this  union  have 
come  the  following  children  : ( 1 ) Adeliza, 

born  November  24,  1845,  was  a highly  suc- 
cessful school  teacher,  and  taught  several 
years  in  Hartford.  She  married  May  2,  1883, 
Robert  Morgan,  a native  of  Scotland,  who  was 
brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents  when 
he  was  only  two  years  old.  He  is  now  a re- 
tired plumber  of  New  Haven.  (2)  Carrie  A., 
born  December  1,  1850,  was  a successful 
teacher,  and  was  employed  several  years  in 
high  grade  private  schools.  On  April  28, 
1870,  she  married  S.  A.  Hamlin,  and  they 
have  two  sons,  Alfred  S.  and  Gilbert  S., 
The  latter  is  married,  and  has  two  sons,  Robert 
M.  and  Gilbert  S.  (3)  Frederick  C.,  born 
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March  31,  1837,  married  October  25,  1876, 
Miss  Mary  Alice  Johnson,  of  Glastonbury, 
who  was  born  October  4,  1857,  daughter  of 
Giles  M.  and  Emily  (Allyn)  Johnson.  They 
have  one  son,  Irving  E.,  who  is  a drug  clerk 
in  New  Haven.  Frederick  C.  Southmayd 
lives  on  the  home  farm  with  his  parents,  and 
is  one  of  the  well  known  citizens  of  Portland. 
He  was  elected  tax  collector  in  1897,  and  has 
been  deputy  sheriff  of  Middlesex  county  since 
1889.  Politically  he  is  a Republican.  He  is 
eligible  to  the  Mayflower  Society,  and  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution.  He  belongs  to 
the  Warren  Lodge,  No.  51,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at 
Portland,  and  is  a charter  member  of  the  local 
lodge  of  the  O.  U.  A.  M.  and  the  Temple  of 
Honor. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  G.  Southmayd  are 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  voted 
for  William  Henry  Harrison  for  President, 
and  has  supported  every  Whig  and  Republican 
candidate  since  that  time.  He  was  made  an 
Odd  Fellow  when  that  order  was  first  started 
in  Portland.  He  is  a good  man,  a kind  friend 
and  a faithful  citizen.  Mrs.  Southmayd  is  a 
noble-hearted  wife  and  mother,  and  has  hosts 
of  friends  throughout  the  community.  Though 
long  since  passed  their  fiftieth  year  of  married 
life,  they  are  in  full  possession  of  all  their 
faculties. 

STEPHEN  A.  SEWARD.  This  well- 
known  citizen  of  Durham  Center,  Middlesex 
county,  is  a descendant  of  the  first  white  settler 
in  Durham,  and  he  and  his  son  are  the  only 
descendants  living  in  the  town.  The  family 
has  been  prominent  in  its  history  during  the 
past  two  centuries,  and  our  subject,  in  his 
long  and  honorable  career  in  the  locality  that 
has  thus  been  made  dear  to  him  by  the  lives 
of  his  forefathers,  has  most  estimably  exempli- 
fied those  sterling  traits  of  character  which 
are  the  heritage  of  an  achieving  ancestry. 

William  Seward,  the  emigrant,  came 
from  England,  and,  it  is  supposed,  settled  in 
Guilford,  or  New;  Haven.  Caleb  Seward,  his 
son,  born  March  14,  1662-63,  was  the  first  in- 
habitant of  Durham.  lie  was  the  uncle  of 
John,  and  brother  of  Joseph,  both  of  whom 
came  for  a residence  to  Durham;  fohn  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  the  ancestor  of  Secretary 
of  State  William  H.  Seward.  Caleb  Seward 
married  Lydia  Bushnell,  July  14,  1680.  He 


seems  to  have  spent  the  winter  of  1698-99,  or 
a portion  of  it,  in  Durham,  and  he  and  his 
wife  settled  there  May  4,  1699.  They  then 
had  five  children,  Daniel,  Lydia,  Caleb, 
Thomas  and  Noadiah,  and  after  the  remov- 
al to  Durham,  two  others  were  born,  Ephraim 
and  Ebenezer.  Ephraim,  born  August  6,  1700, 
was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Durham,  and 
Ebenezer,  born  June  7,  1703,  was  the 

second  white  child  born  there.  Caleb  Seward 
was  the  first  town  clerk,  and  a man  in  whom 
confidence  was  universally  reposed.  He  was 
representative  of  the  town  in  the  Legislature 
for  fifteen  sessions ; was  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  of  the  town ; and  was  one  of  the 
signers  in  the  petition  for  a town  plat,  ad- 
dressed to  the  General  Court  sitting  in  Hart- 
ford in  1699.  He  settled  in  the  south  end  of 
Durham,  and  died  August  1,  1728.  His  wife 
died  in  August,  1753. 

Moses  Seward,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Stephen  A.,  and  a descendant  of  Caleb,  was 
born  January  11,  1764.  He  married  Sarah 
Fowler  May  5 1791. 

Harvey  Seward,  the  grandfather  of  Ste- 
phen A., was  born  August  18,  1792,  in  Durham, 
in  the  house  that  stood  in  the  forks  of  the  road 
opposite  the  home  nowl  occupied  by  the  heirs 
of  the  late  Samuel  Stevens.  Harvey  Seward 
was  a wagonmaker,  his  shop  standing  in  Dur- 
ham, near  the  house  above  mentioned,  and 
he  followed  wagonmaking  there  for  several 
years.  Later,  when  he  inherited  $2,000  from 
his  father’s  estate,  he  went  to  Pompey,  N.  Y., 
with  his  wife  and  three  children.  They  made 
the  journey  in  wagons,  and  were  a long  time 
en  route.  Mr.  Seward  established  a wagon- 
j making  business  at  Pompey,  where  he  lived 
I nearly  two  years,  employed  other  men  in  the 
business,  and  bid  fair  to  become  successful. 

I He  was  killed  February  15  or  16,  1819,  while 
felling  a tree,  which  struck  him.  breaking  bis 
back,  and  is  buried  at  Pompey.  He  lived  for 
about  two  hours  after  the  accident.  In  181  1 
lie  married  Sally  (or  Sarah)  Howd,  daughter 
of  a Revolutionary  hero,  whose  widow  lived 
in  Durham  and  drew  a pension.  The  four 
children  of  Ilarvey  and  Sally  Seward  were  as 
follows:  (1)  Marv  married  Asahel  Andrews, 
a painter,  and  lived  in  Wallingford.  They 
left  three  sons,  prominent  men  of  Walling- 
ford, among  them  Andrew  and  Asahel  An- 
drews, of  that  borough.  (2)  Moses  learned 
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the  blacksmith’s  trade  in  Durham,  and  going 
to  New  Haven  established  a very  successful 
business  in  the  manufacture  of  carriage  hard- 
ware. He  died  in  March,  1891,  leaving  the 
business  to  his  son  Frank  and  other  heirs,  who 
still  conduct  it.  He  married  Clarissa  Col- 
burn, a teacher  of  Hamden.  (3)  Harvey, 
w)ho  married  Harriet  Ramsell,  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  his  brother,  Moses.  (4)  Augustus 
was  the  father  of  our  subject. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Sally 
Seward  returned  to  Durham  and  made  her 
borne  with  her  sister,  who  lived  in  a house 
on  the  site  of  one  now  occupied  by  Henry  Page. 
She  married,  for  her  second  husband,  a Mr. 
Ames,  of  Fair  Haven,  by  whom  she  had  one 
daughter,  Adeline,  wjho  married  Ebenezer 
Culver,  of  Wallingford,  a brother  of  the  late 
Moses  Culver,  of  Middletown.  Mrs.  Sally 
Ames  died  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Moses 
Seward,  in  New  Haven,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four  years. 

Augustus  Seward,  the  father  of  Stephen 
A.,  was  born  March  16,  1819,  in  Pompey,  N. 
Y.,  one  month  after  his  father  died.  He 
came  to  Durham  with  his  mother  when  an  in- 
fant and  lived  with  her  for  a few  years,  and 
later  with  John  Hart,  until  he  was  about  seven 
years  old,  when  he  was  bound  out  to  the 
grandfather  of  Gen.  Lee,  of  Guilford,  with 
whom  he  lived  until  he  was  sixteen.  He  then 
came  to  Durham,  making  his  home  with  Elah 
Camp,  a farmer  on  the  west  side  of  Durham, 
attending  school  and  working  for  his  board. 
His  only  education  was  that  received  in  the 
district  school.  Later  he  went  to  Haddam, 
and  was  employed  as  a teamster  in  Hazleton’s 
quarries  for  about  two*  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Durham,  was  married,  and  bought 
of  Joel  Ives  the  nucleus  of  his  farm,  a tract  of 
fifteen  acres,  to  which  he  added  from  time  to 
time,  working  very  hard  and  improving  the 
property  continually.  He  built  all  the  barns, 
remodeled  the  house,  and  engaged  extensively 
in  farming  and  also  in  buying  and  selling- 
sheep.  He  was,  at  that  time,  one  of  the  very 
few  in  the  towtn  who  owned  sheep.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  owned  nearly  270  acres 
of  land,  in  Durham  and  Guilford.  Mr.  Sew- 
ard passed  away  November  4,  1886,  after  a 
gradual  decline  of  several  years,  and  was  bur- 
ied in  Durham.  He  was  married  February 
27,  1840,  to  Alpha  M.  Bailey,  who  was  born 


September  16,  1820,  and  they  had  five  chil- 
dren, as  follows.  (1)  Stephen  A.  is  our  sub- 
ject. (2)  George  D.,  born  October  11,  1844, 
married  Alice  Smith.  He  w!as  a farmer,  and 
lived  in  Durham,  where  he  died  November  3, 
1876.  (3)  Henry  B.,  born  October  14,  1847, 

died  August  28,  1851.  (4)  Alice  M.,  born 

June  16,  1850,  married  Frank  Brainerd,  and 
lives  in  Durham.  (5)  Mary  E.,  born  Sep- 
tember 5,  1852,  married  William  Birdsey,  a 
farmer  of  Northford.  Augustus  Seward,  the 
father,  was  a Democrat.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  is  his 
widow,  who  is  now  a resident  of  Durham,  and 
an  active  and  w|ell-preserved  lady. 

Stephen  A.  Seward  was  born  September 
8,  1842,  in  the  house  on  the  west  side  of  Dur- 
ham then  occupied  by  his  parents.  His  early 
education  was  received  in  the  district  schools, 
and  for  two  winters  he  attended  the  Durham 
Academy,  under  Prof.  Henry  S.  Jewett,  and 
also  a select  school  located  on  “the  Green’’  in 
Durham,  kept  by  George  Webber,  of  Maine,  a 
student  of  Wesleyan  University.  Mr.  Sew- 
ard remained  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was 
twenty-seven  years  old.  He  then  rented  the 
Ives  place,  near  the  home  farm,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year,  after  which  he.  rented  the 
farm  on  the  west  side  now  occupied  by  Elli- 
ott Warner,  and  there  remained  twenty  years, 
carrying  on  general  farming.  In  March,  1891, 
he  purchased  his  present  residence  from  the 
heirs  of  Edwin  Priest,  the  “Phineas  Meigs 
place,”  located  at  Durham  Center,  where  he 
now  carries  on  light  farming. 

Mr.  Seward  married  January  22,  1884,  in 
Durham,  Emma  L.  Ives,  a native  of  Durham, 
daughter  of  Heber  and  Louise  (Mead) 
Ives.  They  have  one  son,  Arthur  I.,  born 
November  29,  1884.  Mr.  Seward  is  an  at- 
tendant of  the  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  his 
wife  is  a member.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat. He  prefers  business  to  a public  life,  and 
has  on  numerous  occasions  declined  local  of- 
fices, though  serving  in  a few ; he  is  now  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  Mr.  Seward  is 
a man  of  superior  judgment,  and  is  most 
worthily  esteemed  by  a wide  acquaintanceship 
for  his  sterling  traits  of  character. 

CLARKE.  The  branch  of  the  Clarke 
family  to  which  Mrs.  Samuel  H.  Lord  be- 
longs^ traces  its  history  in  America  from  John 
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Clarke,  a native  of  Great  Mundon,  Hertford- 
shire, England,  who  came  to  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  in  1632.  Four  years  later  he  removed 
to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  in  1646  to  Saybrook, 
where  he  was  an  extensive  landowner.  In  his 
old  age  he  removed  to  Milford,  where  he  had 
a brother,  George,  and  there  he  died  in  1673. 
Under  the  authority  of  the  General  Court  he 
built  the  fort  at  Saybrook,  in  company  with 
Capt.  Mason.  His  wife  is  supposed  to  have 
been  a Coley,  and  their  children  were : John, 
the  next  in  the  ancestral  line,  married  Rebec- 
ca Porter,  and  remained  in  Saybrook.  Jo- 
seph was  lost  at  sea.  Elizabeth  married  Will- 
iam Pratt,  of  Saybrook.  Sarah  married 
William  Huntington. 

John  and  Rebecca  Porter  Clarke  were  the 
parents  of  Major  John  Porter,  who  was  born 
in  1655,  anc*  died  in  1736. 

Major  John  Porter  Clarke  married  Re- 
becca Beaumont,  and  was  the  father  of  a nu- 
merous family;  Abigail,  Rebecca,  John,  Jo- 
seph, Nathaniel  ( a graduate  of  Yale),  Tem- 
perance and  Samuel. 

Samuel  Clarke  was  born  in  1702,  and  when 
twenty  years  old  married  Mary  Minor,  becom- 
ing the  progenitor  of  a small  family : Samuel, 
Joanna,  Stephen  and  Titus. 

Samuel  Clarke,  born  in  1723,  died  in 
1798.  He  married  Patience  Pratt,  who  died 
in  1761,  and  the  same  year  he  was  married  to 
Azubah  King,  who  died  in  1810.  By  his  two 
wives  he  was  father  of  the  following-  children : 
Patience,  born  in  1748,  who  died  young;  Min- 
or, Who  died  in  infancy,  Rebecca,  who  died 
young;  Samuel,  who  was  drowned  in  1786  (he 
married  Ruth  Cooper,  and  was  the  father  of 
William,  who  married  Chloe  Chapman,  Polly 
and  Fanny)  ; Mary;  Patience,  who  married 
Elias  Pratt;  Ezra,  who  married  Betsy  Whit- 
tlesey; Azubah,  who  married  Elias  Shipman; 
Rufus,  mentioned  below;  a son  unnamed;  Na- 
thaniel who  married  Polly  Clark;  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Samuel  Sanford;  and  another 
son,  unnamed. 

Rufus  Clarke,  horn  in  1765,  died  in  1849. 
He  married  Lydia  Bushnell,  and  to  them  were 
born:  Azubah,  who  died  in  infancy:  Azu- 

bah (2),  who  married  Job  Shepard:  Chloe  R.. 
who  married  J.  C.  Dennison  (her  son,  George 
W.,  is  tl  ie  only  surviving  member  of  her  fam- 
ily) ; William  Rufus  (father  of  Mrs.  Lord); 
and  Mary,  who  married  Henry  Sanford. 


William  Rufus  Clarke  was  born  in 
1798,  and  was  married  in  1822  to  Lydia 
Tulley,  daughter  of  Elias  and  Azubah 
(Kirtland)  Tulley.  For  his  second  wife  he 
married  Lydia  Buckingham.  He  was  the  fa- 
ther of  the  following  named  children : ( 1 ) 

Azubah,  who  married  Isaac  Chester,  died  in 
1892.  (2)  William  Edward,  born  April  18, 

1824,  died  of  Southern  fever  at  Wheeling,  W. 
Va.,  November  13,  1846,  while  on  a “booking” 
expedition.  (3)  Elizabeth,  born  January  5, 
1827,  died  May  21,  1850.  She  married  Sam- 
uel H.  Lord,  and  was  mother  of  Sarah  Eliza- 
beth, born  October  27,  1848,  who  married  Al- 
bert Hotchkiss,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and 
had  two  children,  Morgan  Lord  and  Albert 
Phelps.  Mrs.  Hotchkiss  died  November  27, 
1887.  (4)  Mortimer,  born  January  12, 

1829,  died  October  11,  1849.  (5)  Frances 
Ann,  born  June  1,  1833,  died  October  26, 
1855.  (6)  Rufus,  born  September  27,  1837, 

died  May  5,  1841.  (7)  Lydia,  the  second 

wife  of  Samuel  H.  Lord,  was  born  May  1, 
1842. 

Mrs.  Lord’s  paternal  grandfather  lived  in 
the  house  she  now  occupies.  His  wife,  who 
was  a Bushnell,  was  born  in  the  same  room 
where  she  was  married,  and  where  she  died, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  He  was  a farmer, 
and  early  learned  the  trade  of  a blacksmith. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  in  relig- 
ion he  was  a Congregationalist,  and  a deacon 
of  the  Church. 

In  this  house  was  born  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Lord,  who  was  a teacher  for  nearly  thirty 
years,  and  taught  in  the  academy.  He  was 
a surveyor  and  did  much  wjork  in  that  line  for 
the  railroads  as  they  were  built  through  the 
country.  In  early  life  he  was  a Democrat,  hut 
in  1861  he  became  a Republican.  He  repre- 
sented his  town  twice  in  the  State  Legislature, 
and  served  as  prohate  judge,  town  agent,  and 
in  other  public  official  stations.  A deacon  of 
the  Congregational  Church  from  1834  to 
1875,  he  was  active  in  church  work  and  bis  in- 
fluence for  good  was  pronounced.  In  his 
early  life  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. 

Reuben  Lord,  father  of  the  late  Samuel  H. 
Lord,  married  Sarah  Elizabeth  Morgan,  and 
they  had  the  following  children  : ( 1 ) Reuben, 
who  married  Arietta  Everson,  died  at  Stat- 
en Island,  N.  Y.  (2)  Sarah,  widow  of  Al- 
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len  Griffin,  resides  at  Hamburg,  in  the  town 
of  Lyme,  Conn.  (3)  Josiah  married  Mary 
Anderson,  of  Lyme.  (4)  Samuel  H.  is 
mentioned  below.  (5)  Augustus  died  un- 
married. Reuben  Lord,  the  father,  was  born 
probably  on  Lord  Hill,  in  the  town  of  Lyme, 
where  he  followed  farming  all  his  life. 

Samuel  H.  Lord  vdas  born  in  Lyme, 
Conn.,  March  9,  1823,  and  died  in  Saybrook, 
October  5,  1899.  He  lived  in  Lyme  until  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  who  was  a sister  of 
the  present  Mrs.  Lord,  and  for  a time  was  en- 
gaged in  various  occupations.  He  was  the 
first  conductor  on  the  Shore  Line  railroad,  tak- 
ing up  that  work  in  1853  and  continuing  at 
same  a number  of  years.  For  several  years 
he  was  in  the  ticket  office  at  New  London, 
Conn.,  and  for  a time  was  proprietor  and  man- 
ager of  the  “City  Hotel,’'  in  New  London.  He 
went  West  and  was  in  business  in  Omaha  for 
a time,  but  not  finding  the  outlook  satisfactory 
he  returned  to  Connecticut.  He  was  married 
January  13,  1863,  to  Lydia  Clarke  and  settled 
on  the  old  Clarke  homestead,  originally  known 
as  the  Bushnell  farm,  in  the  Oyster  River  Dis- 
trict ; it  was  regarded  as  the  most  desirable 
part  of  the  town.  There  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  by  his  upright  life  and  industrious 
habits  became  before  his  death  one  of  the  most 
respected  citizens  of  the  town.  By  his  sec- 
ond marriage  Mr.  Lord  was  father  of  the  fol- 
lowing children  : ( 1 ) Samuel  Clarke,  born 

June  6,  1865,  graduated  in  1881,  from  the 
Morgan  school,  in  Clinton.  He  is  a profes- 
sional musician,  an  artist  of  acknowledged 
ability,  and  has  pupils  in  Hartford  and  Say- 
brook.  At  the  present  time  he  is  organist  at 
the  Asylum  Hill  Church,  Hartford.  (2) 
William  Rufus,  born  February  25,  1868,  grad- 
uated from  the  Morgan  school,  at  Clinton,  in 
1885  and  is  now  at  home.  (3)  Louise  Shef- 
field, born  September  2,  1872,  died  June  13, 
1894.  She  was  a young  woman  of  rare  men- 
tal powers  and  sweet  spirit.  She  was  educated 
at  Miss  Shepard’s  private  school,  in  Say- 
brook,  and  was  displaying  a mind  equal  to 
large  work  when  she  was  called  away.  (4) 
Josiah  Morgan,  born  June  17,  1874,  is  a grad- 
uate of  the  Morgan  school,  and  is  now  in  the 
Adams  Express  office  at  Hartford. 

Mrs.  Lord  is  a semi-invalid,  having  suffer- 
ed a stroke  of  paralysis  about  four  years  ago. 


She  is  a great  reader  with  a retentive  memory, 
and  easily  recalls  dates.  She  is  a devout 
Christian  woman,  and  is  highly  respected. 

GILDERSLEEVE,  This  notable  family 
has  been  intimately  associated  with  the 
social  and  commercial  life  of  the  town  of  Port- 
land for  more  than  a century  and  a quarter, 
and  with  the  affairs  of  Connecticut  and  Lone 
Island  for  nearly  three  centuries.  The  first  of 
the  name  of  which  up  to  this  time  we  have  any 
record  was  Roger  Gyldersleeve,  who  lived  in 
England  nearly  a century  previous  to  the  be- 
ginning of  the  following  record,  and  it  is  re- 
ported that  there  was  a Baron  Gildersleeve  in 
Sweden.  We  have  at  present  no  record  that 
either  Roger  or  the  Baron  was  connected  with 
this  branch  of  the  family. 

(I)  Richard  Gildersleeve,  born  in  1601,  is 

first  mentioned  in  Colonial  records  in  1636  in 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  as  the  owner  of  255  acres 
of  land  ; that  town  was  settled  by  the  migration 
from  the  town  of  Watertown,  Mass.  In  1641 
he  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Stamford, 
Conn.,  which  town  he  represented  as  deputy  in 
the  General  Court  at  New  Haven.  In  1644, 
under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Richard'  Denton, 
he  was  of  the  company  that  settled  Hempstead, 
L.  I.,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  that 
town  for  nearly  fifty  years.  He  was  a magis- 
trate under  the  Dutch  governors  of  New  York, 
1644  to  1664,  when  New  York  was  captured 
bv  the  English.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  take 
allegiance  to  the  English,  being  admitted  a 
freeman  of  Connecticut  at  Hempstead  in  1664. 
In  1657  he  was  called  “Sarjant”  Gildersleeve. 
He  was  on  various  committees,  and  was  a wit- 
ness to  many  deeds  with  his  wife,  Dorcas  (born 
in  1 60 1,  died  after  1698),  up  to  his  death,  in 
1691.  He  was  supposed  to'  have  emigrated 
from  Hemel-Hempstead,  Hertfordshire,  Eng- 
land, with  Rev.  Richard  Denton’s  Company,  to 
Watertown.  Mass.,  then  to' Wethersfield,  Conn., 
Stamford,  Conn.,  and  Hempstead,  L.  I.  Ac- 
cording to  his  will,  dated  1690,  probated  April 
30,  1691,  at  Jamaica,  L.  I.,  he  left  the  follow- 
ing children:  Richard,  Jr.,  born  in  1637; 

Thomas  ; Dorcas,  who  married  Thomas  Lester; 
and  Elizabeth. 

(II)  Richard  Gildersleeve  (2),  Jr.,  (Rich- 
ard I)  born  in  1637,  was  brought  by  his  father 
to  Hempstead,  and  was  town  clerk  there,  1665, 
1668-1670,  1678-1682;  constable,  1678;  town 
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drummer,  1678;  and  lieutenant  of  foot  in  Jo- 
seph Smith’s  Company  of  Militia,  1690.  He 
was  on  various  town  committees,  and  was  one 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  town,  as  his  father  had 
been  before  him.  By  his  wife,  Experience,  he 
had  two  children:  Richard,  born  in  1659,  and 

Thomas,  who  was  town  clerk  1710-1740. 

dll')  Richard  Gildersleeve  (3)  (Richard 
II,  Richard  I)  was  born  in  1659  in  Hempstead, 
L.  I.  He  bought  land  in  Huntington,  Suffolk 
Co.,  L.  I.,  April  2,  1687,  of  John  Goulding  and 
wife.  On  April  2,  1688,  he  was  granted  by  the 
town  twenty-two  acres  at  Claboard  Hollow  and 
at  Crab  Meadow.  His  assessment,  1688,  was 
£37.  On  January  10,  1694,  he  and  John  Scid- 
more  bought  of  Edward  Ketcham  150  acres 
of  upland,  west  side  of  Nesaquage  river.  He 
conveyed  a tract  of  land  in  Hempstead,  on 
April  20.  1699,  to  Richard  Valentine  of  Hemp- 
stead. He  sold  his  proprietor’s  rights  of  Hemp- 
stead May  2,  1704,  to  his  brother,  Thomas 
Gildersleeve.  He  had  a son,  Thomas,  born 
1690-92. 

(IV)  Thomas  Gildersleeve  (Richard  III, 
Richard  II,  Richard  I)  was  born  in  1690-92. 
In  1715  he  was  a private  in  Capt.  Thomas’s 
company  of  militia.  In  1739  and  1740  he  was 
chosen  trustee  of  Huntington.  His  children 
were:  Bridget  married  Henry  Scudder  No- 

vember 24,  1735  ; Elizabeth,  born  in  1719,  mar- 
ried June  28,  1736,  Edward  Armstrong; 

Stephen  married  Elizabeth  Whitehead  Decem- 
ber 24,  1745:  Mary  married  December  18, 
1748,  Moses  Vail;  Benjamin  married  Eliza- 
beth Highbe  October  10,  1745;  Philip  married 
Sarah  Brewster  February  8,  1748;  Obadiah, 
born  in  1728,  is  mentioned  below;  Experience 
married,  February  1,  1749.  John  Bayley. 

(V)  Obadiah  Gildersleeve  (Thomas  IV, 
Richard  III,  Richard  II,  Richard  I)  was  born 
in  Huntington  in  1728,  and  was  baptized  by 
Rev.  Ephraim  Prime  ( who  was  pastor  of  the 
church  there  for  half  a century)  May  26,  1728. 
In  1776,  after  spending  some  time  in  the  ship- 
yards of  Sag  Harbor,  he  moved  with  his  fam- 
ily to  what  was  then  Chatham,  Conn.,  and  es- 
tablished a shipyard  a short  distance  above  the 
present  yards  of  his  successors,  which  is  now 
called  Gildersleeve.  In  1798,  after  the  death 
of  his  wife  Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Rachel  (Arthur)  Dinge,  and  to  whom  he  was 
married  February  14,  1730,  by  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Prime,  he  settled  in  South  Glastonburv,  Conn., 

with  his  daughter  Esther,  remaining  there  un- 
34 


til  his  death,  January  5,  1816,  when  he  was 
aged  eightv-seven  years.  His  remains  were 
afterward  removed  to  the  Center  cemetery, 
Gildersleeve,  Conn.  His  children  were:  Es- 
ther; Mary,  who  married  Henry  Fuller;  Hen- 
ry; Philip,  born  July  2,  1757;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Timothy  Russell;  Sarah,  who  married 
Samuel  Willcox,  Sr.;  Obadiah,  Jr.;  Richard; 
and  Bailey. 

(VI)  Philip  Gildersleeve  (Obadiah  V, 

Thomas  IV,  Richard  III,  Richard  II,  Richard 
I),  born  July  2,  1 757,  in  Huntington,  L.  I., 
succeeded  to  his  father’s  business.  He  was 
master  carpenter  on  the  V.  S.  ship  "Connecti- 
cut,” built  at  Gildersleeve  in  1800.  He  was  a 
fuller  or  clothier  also.  On  May  4,  1780,  he 
married  Temperance,  daughter  of  James  and 
Temperance  (Tryon)  Gibbs,  of  East  Windsor, 
Conn.  She  was  born  April  9,  1756,  and  died 
September  22,  1831.  Mr.  Gildersleeve  died 
October  26,  1822,  aged  sixty-five  years.  His 
children  were:  Jeremiah  married  Lucy  Ann 

Cone,  of  East  Haddam,  Conn. ; Betsey  married 
Elizur  Abbey,  of  Gildersleeve ; Henry  married 
January  28.  1824,  Sarah  Finckle,  of  Kingston, 
Canada,  where  he  settled  in  1818,  and  where 
many  of  his  descendants  now  live;  Lathrop 
married  Sophia  Cooper,  June  1,  1813,  and 
lived  in  Collinsville,  Conn. ; Sylvester  was  born 
February  25,  1795;  Cynthia  married  Edward 
Lewis,  of  Gildersleeve,  November  2,  1818. 

(VII)  Sylvester  Gildersleeve  (Philip 
VI,  Obadiah  V,  Thomas  IV,  Richard  III, 
Richard  IT,  Richard  I),  born  February  25, 
1795.  in  what  is  now  called  Gildersleeve,  at- 
tended school  in  his  native  district  until  he  was 
eighteen.  In  1813  he  went  to  Sackett’s  Har- 
bor, N.  Y.,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a one- 
lnmdred-gun  ship  for  the  Government.  It  was 
never  finished,  the  war  of  1812  closing  and  a 
house  built  of  it  still  remains  there.  His  firm 
built  and  he  and  his  son  Henry  partly  owned 
the  ship  “S.  Gildersleeve,’’  destroyed  bv  the 
privateer  “Alabama”  in  the  Civil  war.  He  was 
prominently  associated  in  the  business  inter- 
ests of  this  section,  being  the  first  president  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Portland  from  its 
organization,  in  1863,  to  1879;  a director  in 
the  Middletown  National  Bank;  president  of 
the  Freestone  Savings  Bank  of  Portland  until 
1879;  director  of  the  Middlesex  Mutual  As- 
surance Company  of  Middletown,  and  the  Mid- 
dlesex Quarry  Company.  In  183(1.  in  connec- 
tion with  William  and  Joseph  J.  Ilendley,  Al- 
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exancler  Keith,  of  Middletown,  and  others,  he 
built  the  schooner  “William  Bryan,”  with 
which  they  started  the  first  regular  packet  line 
between  New  York  and  Texas,  and  soon  had 
a fleet  of  packet  boats  on  that  line.  In  1861 
bis  firm  built  for  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment the  steam  gunboat  “Cayuga,”  which  led 
the  fleet  up  the  river  to  New  Orleans  and  to 
.that  city’s  capture  in  the  Civil  war. 

Mr.  Gilclersleeve’s  benefactions  were 
many,  amounting  to  more  than  $75,000.  of 
which  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  received  more 
than  $6,000.  A large  tract  of  land  was  given 
by  him  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Center  ceme- 
tery, and  an  addition  to  the  school  house  in  his 
district,  No.  1,  at  a cost  of  $2,000,  for  use  as 
a public  hall  and  for  use  of  the  high  school, 
which  bears  his  name,  and  was  endowed  by 
him  with  $15,000.  He  was  town  clerk  1861- 
1864,  resigning  January  1,  1864. 

Mr.  Gildersleeve  married  (first)  Decem- 
ber 19,  1814,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  William 
and  Prudence  Dixon,  of  Portland.  She  was 
born  in  June,  1791,  and  died  August  10,  1824.' 
He  married  again,  November  17,  1828,  Emily, 
widow  of  George  Cornwall,  born  July  21,  1804, 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Deliverance  (Lelancl) 
Shepard,  of  Portland.  She  died  July  14,  1877. 
His  death  occurred  March  15,  1886,  when  he 
was  aged  ninety-one  years.  The  children  by 
his  first  wife  were  : ( 1 ) Louisa  Matilda,  born 

in  1815,  married  Col.  Elijah  Miller,  of  South 
Glastonbury,  Conn.,  and  died  January  26, 
1000,  (2)  Henry,  born  April  7,  1817,  died 

April  9,  1894.  (3)  Philip,  born  July  '5,  1819. 

died  in  Texas  October  12,  1853;  he  married 
Anna  Dudley  Bean,  of  New  York.  (4)  Es- 
ther Rebecca,  born  Apiil  1,  1823,  married  Jo- 
nah C.  Buckingham,  of  Barnwell  C.  H.,  S.  C., 
and  died  November  8,  1894.  The  following 
named  children  were  by  the  second  wife : ( 1 ) 

Sylvester  Shepard  and  (2)  Statira,  twins, 
were  born  September  1,  1829;  he  died  October 
2,  1852.  She  married  Charles  A.  Jarvis,  and 
died  November  7,  1864.  (3)  Isabella,  born 

July  23,  1833,  married  Henry  Hobart  Gillum. 
She  died  May  23,  1855,  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.  (4) 
Ferdinand,  born  August  20,  1840,  is  mentioned 
farther  on.  ( 5 ) Lavalette,  born  December  6, 
1841,  died  December  16,  1841.  (6)  Helen 

Augusta,  born  July  21,  1845,  married  William 
W.  Coe,  and  died  June  18,  1887. 

r VIII)  Henry  Gildersleeve  (Sylvester 
VII,  Philip  VI,  Obadiah  V,  Thomas  IV,  Rich- 


ard III,  Richard  II,  Richard  I),  born  April 
7,  1817,  attended  the  district  school  until  ■ 
seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  commenced 
work  in  his  father’s  shipyard.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  in  1842,  he  was  taken  into  partner- 
ship with  his  father  under  the  firm  name  of  S. 
Gildersleeve  & Son.  In  1872  he  associated 
himself  with  the  house  of  Bentley,  Gildersleeve  j 
& Co.,  shipping  and  commission  merchants,  j 
South  street,  New  York,  and  resigned  from  1 
that  connection  in  1882,  in  favor  of  his  sons  ; 
Sylvester  and  Oliver.  Mr.  Gildersleeve  was  : 
a director  in  the  Hartford  Steamboat  Company, 
president  of  the  Middletown  Ferry  Company, 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Port- 
land, trustee  of  the  Freestone  Savings  Bank, 
president  of  the  Middlesex  Quarry  Company,  , ; 
of  Portland,  and  director  of  the  Middlesex  Mu- 
tual Assurance  Company,  of  Middletown.  He 
was  an  active  member  and  a liberal  supporter 
of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church.  Tn  1861  he  rep- 
resented the  town  of  Portland  in  the  State 
Legislature;  he  was  a Democrat  in  politics. 

Air.  Gildersleeve  married  (first)  March 
27,  1839,  Nancy,  daughter  of  Samuel  Bucking- 
ham, of  Milford,  Conn.  She  was  born  Octo- 
ber 23,  1812,  and  died  March  14,  1842,  and  he 
married  again,  May  25,  1843,  Emily  Finette, 
born  September  27,  1819,  daughter  of  Oliver 
and  Sophia  (Smith)  Northam,  of  Marlboro,  1 
Conn.  His  second  wife  died  November  11, 

1873,  and  011  June  12,  1875,  he  married  Amelia, 
born  November  8,  1837,  daughter  of  Col.  Or- 
ren  and  Mathilda  (Willey)  Warner,  of  East 
Haddarn,  Conn.  He  died  April  9,  1894.  The 
children  by  the  first  union  were  as  follows : 

(1)  Emily  S.,  born  March  27,  1840,  died 
March  12,  1842.  (2)  Philip,  born  February 

1,  184.2,  died  June  12,  1884.  Children  by  sec- 
ond wife:  (1)  Oliver,  born  March  6,  1844,  is 

mentioned  below.  (2)  Emily  Shepard,  born 
September  S,  1846,  married  Capt.  Herschel 
Fuller,  of  Osterville,  Mass.  (3)  Mary  Smith, 
born  March  5,  1848,  died  October  15,  1851. 

(4)  Anna  Sophia,  born  February  26,  1850, 
died  August  27,  1854.  (5)  Sylvester,  born 

November  24,  1852,  died  July  9,  1898.  He 
was  twice  married,  first  to  Minerva  E.  John- 
son, who  died  September  2,  1887,  and  subse- 
quently to  Emma  Johnson.  (6)  Louisa  Re- 
becca, born  May  9,  1857,  married  Charles 
Lavalette  Jarvis.  (7)  Henry,  born  Septem- 
ber 4,  1858,  married  Elizabeth  Harvey,  April 
] 6,  1885.  There  was  one  child  by  the  third  wife, 
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Orren  Warner,  born  November  26,  1878,  who 
is  now  a broker  in  Hartford  Conn.,  and  re- 
sides at  Gildersleeve,  where  he  carries  on  a 
large  farming  and  tobacco  growing  business. 

FERDINAND  GILDERSLEEVE  (Syl- 
vester VII,  Philip  VI,  Obadiah  V,  Thomas 
IV,  Richard  III,  Richard  II,  Richard  I),  son 
of  Sylvester  and  Emily  Shepard  (Cornwall) 
Gildersleeve,  was  born  August  20,  1840,  in 
that  part  of  the  Town  of  Portland  called  Gil- 
dersleeve. Through  his  mother  he  is  related 
to  the  Shepards  of  Portland  and  the  Lelands 
and  Warrens  of  Massachusetts,  prominent 
Revolutionary  families. 

Mr.  Gildersleeve’s  education  was  received 
at  the  district  school  in  his  native  village  and  at 
boarding  school.  He  was  an  active  member  of 
the  famous  Portland  Lyceum  from  which  he 
derived  great  benefit.  In  1855,  at  the  age  of 
fifteen,  he  began  his  business  career  as  a clerk 
in  his  father’s  store,  and  was  admitted  a part- 
ner in  the  well  known  shipbuilding  and  mer- 
cantile firm  of  S.  Gildersleeve  & Sons,  soon 
after  becoming  twenty-one.  This  firm,  first 
established  in  1821,  was  at  this  time  composed 
of  his  father  and  brother  Henry,  both  men  of 
large  experience,  marked  ability  and  integrity. 
Under  these  wholesome  and  progressive  in- 
fluences his  business  qualities  developed  early, 
and  he  soon  made  himself  felt  in  the  active 
affairs  of  his  firm  and  the  community.  The 
firm  name  of  S.  Gildersleeve  & Sons  has  been 
retained  since  the  death  of  Sylvester  and 
Henry,  and  the  business  continues  to  be  con- 
ducted under  the  old  title.  Ferdinand  is  now 
the  senior  member,  and  largely  interested  in  all 
its  branches.  He  has  associated  with  him  his 
eldest  son,  William,  manager  of  the  store  de- 
partment, and  assistant  postmaster  at  Gilder- 
sleeve;  Oliver,  who  has  general  oversight  of 
the  shipbuilding  at  Gildersleeve  and  vessel 
owning  interests  in  New  York;  and  Oliver’s 
son,  Alfred,  manager  of  the  shipyard  depart- 
ment. Oliver’s  son,  Lotus,  is  manager  of  the 
fleet  of  boats  in  New  York.  The  business  con- 
tinues prosperous,  and  when  activity  in  any 
branch  lessens  more  energy  and  attention  is 
given  to  the  firm’s  many  other  or  new  enter- 
prises. 

Mr.  Gildersleeve  is  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  and  the  Middlesex  Ouarry 
Company,  and  treasurer  of  the  Freestone  Sav- 
ings Bank,  all  of  Portland;  director  of  the 
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Middlesex  Mutual  Assurance  Company  of 
Middletown,  and  the  Portland  Water  Com- 
pany, and  is  connected  in  various  ways  with 
many  other  concerns  and  associations.  He  has 
been  on  various  committees  on  enterprises  and 
improvements  in  the  town  and  vicinity,  and  has 
acted  as  trustee  for  school  and  other  funds. 
He  was  president  of  the  Middletown  Ferry 
Company  until  its  purchase  by  the  Middletown 
& Portland  Bridge  Company.  Believing  in 
the  best  advisers,  he  aims  as  far  as  possible  to 
be  associated  with  and  surrounded  by  able, 
honest  and  level-headed  men. 

He  is  at  present  chairman  of  the  town 
board  of  education,  senior  vestryman  of  Trin- 
ity Episcopal  Parish,  of  which  he  is  a liberal 
supporter,  and  postmaster  at  Gildersleeve.  This 
postoffice  was  established  by  his  efforts  in  May, 
1872,  and  received  its  name  from  the  family. 
Mr.  Gildersleeve  has  been  notary  public  for 
years.  In  addition  to  his  other  business  affairs 
he  has  and  does  carry  on  a farm  of  over  one 
hundred  acres,  a part  of  which  is  devoted  to  the 
raising  of  fine  tobacco1. 

Mr.  Gildersleeve  has  made  the  most  of  his 
travel  in  Europe,  in  1864,  and,  at  various  times 
in  different  parts  of  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada, to  add  to  his  general  knowledge  and  to 
use  it  to  the  best  advantage. 

Mr.  Gildersleeve  was  married  October  29, 
1879,  to  Adelaide  Edna  Smith,  born  March 
12,  1845,  daughter  of  William  R.  (a  descend- 
ant of  Gov.  Bradford,  of  Massachusetts)  and 
Mary  A.  Smith,  of  Portland,  both  descend- 
ants of  Revolutionary  families.  She  died  Sep- 
tember 28,  1880,  leaving  one  child.  William, 
born  September  23,  1880.  who  attended  the 
district  school  and  Gildersleeve  high  school, 
and  graduated  at  the  Middletown  high  school 
and  the  Phillips  Academy,  at  Exeter,  N.  11. 
On  September  12,  1883.  Mr.  Gildersleeve  mar- 
ried Harriet  Elizabeth  Northam,  horn  January 
8,  i860,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  eldest  daughter  of 
Ralph  and  Sarah  A.  Northam,  formerly  of 
Gildersleeve.  Her  paternal  grandmother.  So- 
phia (Smith)  Northam  was  a descendant  of 
Ralph  Smith,  who  came  over  from  England  in 
the  barque  "Talbot”  with  Iliginson  and  first 
appeared  in  Mingham.  Mass.,  in  1**37.  She 
comes  of  Rcvolutionarv  ancestors  on  both  sides 
of  her  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gildersleeve  have 
three  children:  Sarah,  Itorn  September  28. 

1885,  graduated  at  the  Misses  Fatten  s school 
in  Middletown  in  tqoj,  and  is  now  at  the  Wal- 
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nut  Hill  school,  Natick  Mass.;  Richard,  born 
October  27,  1889,  is  now  a pupil  at  the  Central 
grammar  school  in  Middletown;  and  Emily, 
born  November  3,  1891,  is  at  the  Gildersleeve 
grammar  school. 

Mr.  Gildersleeve’ s residence  is  the  farnly 
homestead  on  the  beautiful  Main  street  O'f  Gil- 
dersleeve. His  record  forms  a prominent  part 
of  the  current  history  of  his  native  village  and 
town,  as  well  as  of  the  enterprises  with  which 
he  has  been  and  is  connected. 

OLIVER  GILDERSLEEVE,  son  of  Hen- 
ry and  Emily  F.  (Northam)  Gildersleeve,  was 
born  March  6,  1844.  Lie  received  his  educa- 
tion at  the  Hartford  high  school,  Chase's  Acad- 
emy, Middletown,  and  Beckwith’s  Military 
Academy.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered 
his  father’s  shipyard,  where  was  then  being 
built  the  firm’s  “No.  83.”  To-day  “No.  194’' 
is  about  ready  to  launch,  making  112  vessels 
built  in  that  shipyard  since  Oliver  “started  in.” 
He  soon  acquired  the1  art  of  practical  shipbuild- 
ing and  in  July,  1865,  became  a member  of  the 
firm  of  S.  Gildersleeve  & Sons.  He  has  been  ac- 
tively instrumental  in  the  enlargement  of  the 
business,  and  under  his  management  there  has 
been  constructed  a marine  railway  capable  of 
hauling  large  vessels,  and  also1  an  extensive  ice- 
house which  is  provided  with  all  the  necessary 
appliances,  on  a large  scale;,  for  cutting  ice 
on  the  Connecticut  river,  storing  it,  and  ship- 
ping it  to  New  York  City  or  other  markets.  In 
1881  Mr.  Gildersleeve  became  a member  of  the 
firm  of  S.  Gildersleeve  & Co.,  at -No.  84  South 
street,  New  York  City,  he  being  managing 
owner  of  the  fleet  of  vessels  controlled  by  that 
house. 

To  add  to1  his  store  of  useful  knowledge,  as 
well  as  for  pleasure  and  recreation,  Mr.  Gilder- 
sleeve spent  ten  monthsi  in  foreign  travel,  about 
the  same  time  visiting  various  parts  of  his  own 
country,  gathering  a fund  of  information  which 
he  has  since  used  to  good  advantage  in  his  busi- 
ness. 

I11  his  works  of  charity  and  benevolence  Mr. 
Gildersleeve  well  sustains  the  reputation  of  the 
family.  As  senior  warden  of  Trinity  Episco- 
pal Church,  at  Portland,  where  he  has  offici- 
ated as  lay-reader,  Sunday-school  superintend- 
ent and  teacher,  he  has  proved  himself  an  effi- 
cient worker.  In  1900  he  established  a memor- 
ial fund  in  connection  with  this  church.  He  is 
trustee  of  the  Gildersleeve  high  school  fund, 


has  served  on  the  district  committee,  and  has 
been  active  in  the  Portland  Lyceum. 

Mr.  Gildersleeve  is  a worthy  representa- 
tive of  his  family,  a man  of  robust  constitu- 
tion and  great  force  of  character,  combined 
with  excellent  business  qualifications.  His 
name  is  written  broad  and  deep  on  the  annals 
of  the  business  world  of  the  closing  year  of  the 
nineteenth  century  in  his  part  of  Connecticut. 
He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  securing  the 
charters  of  the  Portland  Water  Company  and 
the  Portland  Street  Railway  Company,  and  in 
effecting  the  construction  of  their  plants  and 
was  the  first  president  of  both  corporations. 
The  Portland  Street  Railway  Company  has 
since  been  merged  into  the  Middletown  Street 
Railway  Company. 

In  order  to  facilitate  his  shipbuilding  inter- 
ests, Mr.  Gildersleeve  established,  in  1897,  at 
No.  1 Broadway,  New  York  City,  an  agency 
for  selling  and  chartering  vessels  constructed 
at  the  Gildersleeve  shipyard.  Up  to  the  pres- 
ent time  there  have  been  thirty-eight  vessels 
of  from  400  to  1250  tons  burden  sent  from  the 
Gildersleeve  shipyard  and  either  sold  or  profit- 
ably employed  through  this  agency  which  is 
managed  by  his  son  Louis,  who  has.  already  de- 
veloped much  of  the  business  tact  and  energy 
characteristic  of  his  father. 

For  two  years  Mr.  Gildersleeve  as  a direc- 
tor was  actively  engaged  in  the  management 
of  the  Texas  & Pacific  Coal  Company,  a cor- 
poration owning  the  largest  coal  mines  in 
Texas,  and  supplying  over  one  thousand  tons 
of  steam  coal  per  day  to  the  Texas  & Pacific 
railroad,  besides  other  sizes  to  factories.  A 
number  of  special  trips  to  Texas  were  made 
in  this  connection.  In  1902  he  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  the  Alabama  Coal  & Barge 
Company,  and  was  made  its  vice-president. 
The  company’s  coal  mines  are  situated  at  Tide- 
water, Ala.  Its  prospective  customers  are  Mo- 
bile and  New  Orleans  steamship  lines. 

Mr.  Gildersleeve  is  a Democrat  in  political 
faith.  In  1900  he  was  the  nominee  of  his  party 
for  representative  in  Congress',  which  nomina- 
tion was  reluctantly  accepted,  and  he  made  a 
very  creditable  run,  carrying  more  than  the  full 
party  vote. 

At  the  present  time  Mr.  Gildersleeve  is 
president  of  the  Portland  Water  Company,  of 
the  Middletown  Street  Railway  Company  and 
of  the  Phoenix  Lead  Company,  whose  mine  is 
situated  in  Silver  Cliff,  Colo. ; vice-president 
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and  director  of  the  Alabama  Barge  & Coal 
Company;  a director  of  the  Middletown  Street- 
Railway  Company ; the  Middlesex  Quarry 
Company ; the  First  National  Bank  of  Port- 
land; and  a trustee  of  the  Freestone  Savings 
Bank  of  Portland ; a member  of  the  Church 
Club,  and  of  the  Co-operative  Missionary  Com- 
mittee of  the  Diocese  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Gildersleeve  was  married  November 
8.  1871,  to  Mary  Ellen,  daughter  of  Hon.  Al- 
fred Hall,  a representative  of  an  old  family  in 
Portland.  They  have  had  eight  children  : ( 1 ) 
Alfred,  born  August  23,  1872,  attended  Trinity 
College,  at  Hartford,  and  is  now  superintend- 
ent of  the  shipyard  at  Gildersleeve.  He  mar- 
ried Lucy  Ibbottson,  by  whom  he  has  two  chil- 
dren, Marion  and  Lucile.  (2)  Walter,  born 
August  23,  1874.  graduated  from  the  Highland 
Military  Academy  at  Worcester,  and  is  now 
farming  at  Gildersleeve.  (3;  Louis,  born  Sep- 
tember 22,  1877,  graduated  from  the  Gilder- 
sleeve high  school,  and  is  now  manager  of  the 
Gildersleeve  Vessel  Agency  at  New  York  City. 
(4)  Emily  Hall,  born  June  9,  1879,  died  Aug- 
ust 12,  1880.  (5)  Elizabeth  Jarvis,  born  June 

6,  1882,  died  January  18,  1883.  (6)  Charles, 

born  December  n,  1884,  is  now  attending  the 
Hartford  high  school.  (7)  Nelson  was  born 
September  14,  1887.  (8)  Oliver,  Jr.,  was  born 
March  9,  1890. 

N.  GILMORE  POST.  Among  the  old 
names  which  are  held  in  high  esteem  in  the 
southern  part  of  Middlesex  county  is  that 
borne  by  N.  Gilmore  Post, the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  This  family  has  been  identified  with 
the  town  of  Essex  for  a number  of  generations, 
and  through  intermarriage  with  other  old  and 
distinguished  families,  has  representatives 
throughout  the  state. 

Benjamin  Post,  grandfather  of  N.  Gilmore, 
was  a native  of  Westbrook,  Connecticut, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming,  married  and  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty.  His  children  were 
Aaron,  and  Horatio.  Horatio  Post,  son  of 
Benjamin,  was  born  in  Westbrook,  where  he 
grew1  to  manhood.  Shortly  after  removing  to 
Essex,  he  there  learned  the  trade  of  shoe- 
maker in  the  shop  of  Jared  Redfield,  where 
many  other  present  citizens  of  Essex  received 
an  early  training.  His  life  was  not  a prolonged 
one,  his  death  occurring  when  but  forty-two 
years  of  age.  his  wife,  Anna  Tooker,  a 
daughter  of  Enoch  Tooker,  of  Essex,  surviv- 


ing until  she  had  reached  her  eighty-seventh 
year.  To  them  were  born  : Juliette,  in  1829; 
Laura  E.,  in  1831  ; N.  Gilmore;  Henry  W,  in 
1836,  now  in  the  employ  of  the  Winchester 
Arms  Company,  of  New  Haven;  and  Mary- 
nett,  in  1841,  who  resides  with  our  subject  in 
Essex.  In  his  politics  Horatio  Post  was  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

N.  Gilmjore  Post  was  born  in  Essex,  March 
31,  1834,  and  secured  his  preliminary  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  and  then  attended 
the  noted  Hills  Academy  under  a scholarly 
man  by  the  name  of  Foster.  When  but  a boy 
he  was  obliged  to  contribute  to  his  own  support _ 
and  after  the  age  of  eighteen  was  thrown  en- 
tirely upon  his  own  resources,  the  first  two 
years  being  employed  by  the  Smiths  of  New 
London,  in  the  manufacture  of  pianos,  where 
he  learned  piano>  tuning.  Upon  his  return  to 
Essex,  in  company  with  Edgar  Griswold  and 
William  P.  Gladwin,  he  embarked  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  bone  and  ivory  goods,  at  Centre- 
brook,  where  an  extensive  business  was  con- 
ducted until  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Griswold,  Gladwin  & Co., 
at  which  time  our  subject  sold  his  inter- 
est. For  several  years  following  Mh\  Post 
was  employed  in  the  factory  of  John  Post  and 
Mr.  Harrison,  successor  to  John  Post,  located 
at  Chester.  From  1873  to  1887  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  M.  B.  Hall,  of  Essex,  in  the 
jewelry  business,  and  during  this  time  Mr. 
Post  induced  Mr.  Hall  to  put  in  a line  of 
pianos  and  other  musical  instruments  and  then 
found  his  time  almost  completely  occupied  in 
the  tuning  and  repairing  of  these,  a fine  musi- 
cal ear  and  thorough  understanding  of  the  me- 
chanism of  them  all  assisting  him  very  mater- 
ially. In  1887  Mr.  Post  bought  the  interest 
of  Mr.  Hall  and  for  some  four  years  remained 
in  the  old  store  at  the  corner  of  Main  and 
North  Main  streets,  his  new  place  of  business 
being  erected  by  him  at  that  time.  In  the 
very  commodious  and  suitable  quarters  Mr. 
Post  carries  a fine  line  of  pianos,  organs  and 
other  musical  instruments  and  musical  mer- 
chandise; he  also  repairs  jewelry.  So  ably  has 
Mr.  Post  conducted  his  line  of  business  that 
his  sales  have  reached  as  far  east  as  Boston, 
and  as  far  west  as  Chicago,  where  he  has 
had  the  pleasure  of  placing  instruments  which 
have  given  satisfaction  in  every  way,  his 
business  methods  being  the  same  as  the  instru- 
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ments  which  he  carries,  both  square  and 
upright.  During  the  summer  he  finds  renting 
a very  lucrative  line,  and  he  handles  all  grades 
of  goods  to  suit  his  customers. 

Mr.  Post  was  married  in  Essex  to  Cor- 
nelia Risley,  a daughter  of  Horace  and  Almira 
(Brooster)  Risley,  and  both  he  and  wife  and 
his  estimable  sister  are  consistent  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  he 
has  been  a liberal  contributor  of  both  time  and 
means.  In  politics  Mr.  Post  has  always  been  a 
Republican,  is  socially  connected  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  Burning  Bush  Chapter,  of  Es- 
sex. In  former  years,  during  the  existence  of 
the  organization,  he  was  a member  of  the  Good 
Templars,  and  has  always  thrown  his  influence 
in  the  direction  of  temperance,  religion  and 
education.  As  a self-made  man,  Mr.  Post  has 
reason  to  feel  gratified  with  his  honorable  busi- 
ness record,  and  possesses  the  esteem  of  the  citi- 
zens of  his  native  place. 

GEORGE  W.  PETTIS  was,  in  his  day, 
considered  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
and  reliable  citizens  of  Portland.  His  long 
service  as  deputy  sheriff  gave  him  a wide  ac- 
quaintance and  an  excellent  reputation  as  an 
efficient  officer.  He  was  a successful  man,  and 
rose  from  poverty  to  an  influential  standing  in 
life. 

Mr.  Pettis  came  from  an  old  Rhode  Island 
family,  and  was  born  May  io,  1818,  in  the 
town  of  Foster,  Providence  county,  in  that 
State.  His  father,  Benjamin  Pettis,  is  sup- 
posed to-  have  been  born  in  the  same  town, 
while  the  nativity  of  his  mother,  Anna  (Nott) 
Pettis,  is  unknown.  The  land  records  of  the 
town  of  Coventry,  the  adjoining  town,  in 
Kent  county,  show  that  numerous  purchases 
and  sales  were  made  by  members  of  the  Pettis 
family  about  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  From 
old  residents  of  Coventry  it  it  learned  that 
Jonathan  Pettis  (born  in  1771)  lived  on  the 
border  of  Foster,  in  Coventry.  In  1775 
Stephen  Pettis  bought  224  acres  of  land  in 
Coventry,  and  two-  years  later  he  and  his  wife 
Amy  (who  made  her  mark)  conveyed  one-half 
of  this  to-  another.  It  is  quite  probable  that 
Stephen  and  Amy  were  the  parents  of  Jonathan 
and  Benjamin. 

When  George  W.  Pettis  was  a child  his 
parents  removed  to-  Harford,  Susquehanna 
Co-.,  Pa.,  where  the  father  died  in  the  following 
year.  Subsequently  the  mother  married  a man 


named  Tanner,  whose  unkind  treatment  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  caused  the  latter  to-  leave 
home  at  a time  when  the  boy  most  nfeeded  the 
care  and  counsel  of  a father.  He  was  a good 
boy,  however,  and  readily  found  a home  with  a 
neighboring  farmer.  His  schooling  -\yas  natur- 
ally quite  limited,  but  his  career  showed  him  to- 
be  possessed  of  a keen  intellect  and  sound  judg- 
ment. While  his  youth  was  thus  attended  by 
hardships,  and  his  early  life  yielded  little 
pleasure,  he  had  a stout  heart  and  persevered 
in  an  honorable  course,  and  made  of  himself 
a useful  and  contented  citizen.  He  was  the 
youngest  o-f  three-  children  born  to-  his  parents. 
His  elder  brother,  Richard  Pettis,  went  South 
early  in  life,  and  all  trace  of  him  was  lost  by 
the  younger.  The-  sister,  Sarah,  married  Will- 
iam Ward  and,  after  his  death,  became  the 
wife  of  Eras  Bell,  who-  is  now  deceased.  She 
resides  with  a daughter  in  Berlin,  Conn.,  and 
is  now  eighty-eight  years  o-f  age. 

To  be  near  relatives  Mr.  Pettis  removed 
early  in  life  to  Connecticut,  and  during  the 
first  few  months  of  his  residence  in  this  State, 
was  employed  in  the  Pb-rtland  stone  quarries. 
He  then  took  up  the  shoemaker's  trade,  under 
the  instruction  of  Capt.  Whitmore,  of  Portland, 
and  followed  that  trade  for  twenty  years  until 
his  appointment  as  deputy  sheriff,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  the  town  and  county  for  a 
period  of  thirty-six  years.  This  long  and  con- 
tinuous service  testifies  amply  to-  his  integrity 
and  efficiency. 

O11  February  13,  1840,  M'r.  Pettis  was 
married  to>  Miss  Cordelia  S.  Hurlbut,  a native 
of  Portland,  who  was  born  October  3,  1820, 
daughter  of  Job  and  Cordelia  (Stocking) 
Hurlbut,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Elijah  and 
Mary  ( Sage)  Stocking.  Job  Hurlbut  was  a 
son  of  Seymour  Hurlbut,  who-  married  a 
Cook.  Seymour  Hurlbut  was  a soldier  of  the 
Revolution.  Job  Hurlbut  was  a farmer.  He 
had  a family  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  Mtrs. 
Pettis  was  the  second,  and  only  two  of  whom 
are  now  living,  Mrs.  Jane  Beebe,  of  Milling- 
ton, Conn. ; and  Georgiana,  wife  of  Rhlph 
Stark,  of  Colchester,  same  State.  Mrs.  Pettis 
was  reared  in  Portland,  and  taught  school 
when  a young  lady  in  both  South  and  North 
Glastonbury,  receiving  a salary  of  a dollar  and 
a quarter  per  week,  and  “boarding  round.’’ 
She  passed  away  at  her  home  in  Portland, 
April  10,  1900,  in  her  eightieth  year. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  M!rs.  Pettis 
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began  housekeeping  in  Portland.  In  1845  Mr. 
Pettis  built  the  house  where  both  died— near 
the  monument  at  Gildersleeve,  and  where  his 
family  still  resides — and  occupied  it  October 
5th  of  that  year.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  five  of  whom  now  survive: 
Dellie,  the  eldest,  is  now'  the  wife  of  William 
H.  Cone,  of  Bashan,  Conn.  Emma  Jane  is 
the  widow'  of  James  H.  Sanford,  and  resides 
at  the  homestead  at  Gildersleeve,  where  she 
tjaught  school  for  a time  in  girlhood.  Libbie 
H.,  who  is  much  employed  as  a nurse,  resides 
4t  the  same  place.  Acldie  L.  makes  her 
home  tin  Boston,  as  does  also  Elmer  E.,  the 
youngest. 

In  political  principles  Mr.  Pettis  was  a 
Democrat,  and  he  was  ever  interested  in  the 
progress  of  his  State  and  the  Nation.  For 
several  years  he  acted  as  registrar  of  voters 
in  Portland.  Fraternally  he  was  a member 
of  Warren  Lodge,  No.  53,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of 
Portland,  and  when  he  died.  May  8,  1887, 
his  body  was  interred  in  the  Episcopal  cemetery 
at  Portland,  by  the  Masonic  fraternity.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a director  of  the 
Portland  National  Bank,  having  been  active  in 
the  outside  business  of  the  bank.  He  belonged 
to  the  Congregational  Church.  He  was  a gen- 
erous and  kindhearted  man,  and  never  refused 
assistance  to  the  needy  or  deserving.  His  es- 
timable widow,  who  survived  him  nearly 
thirteen  years,  was  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  her. 

BLAGUE.  The  Blagues  are  of  an  old 
English  family,  a grant  of  arms  given  by 
King  Henry  VII,  to  a Mr.  Blague  of  Dan- 
forth,  in  Kent,  being  dated  January  4,  1494. 
Henry  Blague,  the  ancestor  of  the  family  in 
America,  located  at  Braintree,  M'ass.  His 
name  appears  on  records  in  1642.  From 
Braintree  he  moved  to  Boston  in  1653,  and 
died  in  1662,  being  buried  in  King’s  Chapel 
burying  ground.  His  children  were:  Henry, 
Philip,  Joseph  (next  in  the  ancestral  line), 
Elizabeth,  Rebecca,  and  Martha. 

Josqrh  Blague  came  to  Saybrook  in  1680 
froml  Boston.  The  Colonial  mansion  on  the 
corner  of  Eenw'ick  and  Water  streets,  which 
was  built  by  him,  had,  among  other  ornamen- 
tations over  the  parlor  fireplace,  an  immense 
panel,  brought  from  England,  upon  which  was 
a mural  painting,  with  Lord  Codolphin  as  a 
central  figure  surrounded  with  emblems  of 


knighthood  and  chivalry.  This  was  for  more 
than  two  hundred  years  an  heirloom  in  the 
family.  Much  of  the  furniture  was  brought 
from  England.  Mr.  Blague  was  an  enterpris- 
ing tradesman,  building  a wharf  and  store  near 
his  residence  in  1703.  This  property  was  later 
owned  by  PI.  Potter,  and  is  now  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Mrs.  Mary  Stowe  Potter.  Joseph 
Blague  married  Martha  Kirtland,  who  bore  him 
the  following  children : Elizabeth,  who  mar- 

ried Capt.  John  Burrows;  Mary;  and  Joseph, 
who  married  Mary  Hamlin.  After  the  death 
of  Mr.  Blague  his  widow  married  Capt.  Will- 
iam Southworth,  and  moved  to  Deep  River. 

Joseph  Blague,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born 
in  Saybrook,  Conn.,  in  1694,  was  graduated 
from  Yale  in  1714,  and  in  due  time  succeeded 
to  the  business  of  his  father.  An  extensive  land 
owner,  he  was  also  much  interested  in  ship- 
ping interests.  For  years  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  September  28,  1742,  he  was  a 
deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Mary, 
his  wife,  was  a daughter  of  Giles  Hamlin,  and 
they  had  the  following  children  : ( 1 ) Mary, 

who  married  Rev.  William  Hart;  (2)  Joseph, 
who  married  Prudence  Hale,  of  Glastonbury; 

(3)  Hamlin,  who  married  Temperance  Lord; 

(4)  Giles,  born  in  1728,  who  married  Orphana 
Russell;  and  (5)  Elijah,  who  graduated  from 
Yale  in  1750,  and  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
John  Gardiner,  owner  of  Gardiner’s  Island. 

Giles  Blague  and  his  wife  lived  on  a farm 
in  Saybrook.  They  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children  : ( 1 ) Mary,  who  married 

\\  illoughby  Lynde,  anti  was  the  mother  of 
Joseph,  Willoughby,  Ann,  Mary,  and  Melvin. 
(2)  Rebecca,  who  married  John  Ward  and  be- 
came the  mother  of  John  B.,  (who  married 
first  Martha  Wiley  and  second  Mary  Wiley), 
Ann  Sophia,  Giles  F.,  (who  married  Lucv 
I Babcock),  and  Edward  (who  married  Susan 
| Chadwell  of  Boston),  (3)  Giles  is  mentioned 
below.  (4)  Eliza  married  Elisha  Foote,  of 
Cooperstown,  New  York. 

Giles  Blague,  born  in  1789.  was  married 
j in  1815  to  Rebecca  Lynde,  one  of  the  seven 
■ children  of  W illiam  and  Sarah  ( Finland  t 
Lynde,  the  other  six  children  being  Sally, 
Eliza,  William  Henry,  Maria,  Susan  ami  l ane- 
line.  While  still  a very  young  man,  Giles 
Blague  was  engaged  in  business  in  New  Ha- 
ven, and  later  in  Saybrook.  where  he  owned 
the  wharf  built  by  his  great-grandfather  in 
1703.  He  was  a man  of  standing  in  the  com- 
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inanity  and  was  elected  to  public  office  in  the 
town,  county,  State  and  national  government. 
He  was  justice  of  the  peace,  selectman,  county 
commissioner  and  representative  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Au- 
gust 6,  1867,  held  the  office  of  surveyor  of 
customs.  To  Giles  and  Rebecca  Blague  came: 

(1)  Theodore,  born  in  1816,  married  Eliza- 
beth Williamson,  of  Washington,  D.  C. ; (2) 
William,  born  in  1818,  died  in  1819;  (3) 

Mary,  born  in  1820,  married  Ebenezer  H. 
Burger;  (4)  Giles,  born  in  1823,  married  Eliz- 
abeth N.  Danforth;  (5)  Eliza  Jane,  born  in 
1825,  died  in  1828  ; (6)  William  Henry,  born 
in  1828,  died  in  1888;  (7)  Frederick  Hudson 
was  born  in  1830;  (8)  Charles  Carroll  was 
born  in  1833 ; (9)  Joseph  Lynde  died  when 
three  months  old:  (To)  Edward  Payson,  born 
in  1835,  married  Alice  Thayer  and  is  the  father 
of  Giles  (born  in  1876),  Mabel  (1881),  and 
Mary  Lynde  (1889).  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  in  1839  at  the  age  of  forty-six 
years. 

Ma'ry  Blague  was  married  in  Saybrook, 
to  Ebenezer  H.  Burger,  an  extensive  whole- 
sale tea  and  sugar  merchant  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  where  he  built  up  a large  trade, 
and  where  he  died  in  1861.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  Dr.  Alexander’s  Church.  Mrs.  Burger 
has  resided  much  of  the  time  since  her  hus- 
band’s death  in  the  town  of  her  birth. 

JOSEPH  BENJAMIN  LORD,  a son  of 
William  Richard  and  Cynthia  (Southworth) 
Lord,  belongs  to  an  old  New  England  family, 
and  is  a lineal  descendant  of 

(I)  Thomas  Lord,  who  was  one  of  the 

first  settlers  of  Hartford.  He  was  married  in 
England  about  1610,  to  Dorothy  (Surname 
not  given),  who  died  in  1676,  aged  about  eigh- 
ty-seven. The  date  of  his  death  is  unknown. 
They  had  eight  children : Richard,  born  in 

161 1 ; Thomas,  1619;  Ann  1621;  William, 
1623;  John,  1625  ( married  Adrean  Basey,  of 
Hartford,  May  15,  1648,  and  soon  afterward 
removed  to  parts  unknown  to  the  compiler, 
Mr.  Goodwin);  Robert,  1627;  Aymie,  1629; 
Dorothy,  1631  (married  John  Ingersoll,  of 
Hartford,  about  1651,  and  died  at  Northamp- 
ton, Mass.,  in  January,  1657). 

(II)  William  Lord,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Dorothy,  settled  in  Old  Saybrook  about  1643, 
and  his  first  child  and  son,  William,  was  born 
there  October,  1644.  This  son  settled  in  East 


Haddam,  and  died  December  4,  1696.  He 
married  Mary  Shayler,  and  they  had  eight 
children.  After  his  death  his  widow  mar- 
ried Samuel  Ingram.  The  other  children 
in  the  family  of  William  Lord  were:  (2) 

Thomas,  born  in  December,  1645,  settled  in 
Lyme,  Conn.  He  died  June  27,  1730,  in  his 
eighty-sixth  year.  (3)  Richard,  born  in  May, 
1647,  'also  settled  in  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  died 
August  20,  1727,  aged  eighty  years.  (4) 
Mjary  was  born  in  May,  1649;  (5)  Robert,  in 
August,  1651;  (6)  John,  in  September,  1653; 
(7)  Joseph,  in  September,  1656;  (8)  Benja- 
min in  1667.  There  were  also*  (9)  Daniel; 
(10)  James;  (11)  Samuel;  and  three  daugh- 
ters whose  names  are  unknown,  making  a total 
of  fourteen  children:  The  father  died  May 

■i‘7,  1678. 

(III)  Benjamin  Lord,  son  of  William,  and 
grandson  of  Thomas,  the  emigrant,  was  born 
in  1667  at  Saybrook,  Conn.,  and  died  in  1714. 
He  married  April  12,  1693,  Elizabeth  Pratt, 
daughter  of  Ensign  John  Pratt,  of  Saybrook. 
This  couple  had  a large  family  of  children,  but 
a record  of  all  the  names  is  not  obtainable. 

(IV)  Deacon  Andrew  Lord,  son  of  Ben- 

jamin, was  born  March  9,  1697,  and  died  in 
1759.  He  was  twice  married,  first  time,  De- 
cember 13,  1721,  to*  Hester  Buckingham,  born- 
April  16,  1701,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah 
(Lee)  Buckingham1,  of  Saybrook,  Conn.  She 
died  October  7,-  1737.  Deacon  Andrew  mar- 
ried (second)  August  31,  1741,  Huldah 

Lamb,  o-f  Springfield,  Mass.  According  to 
Henry  Dutch,  Lord  Genealogist,  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  Deacon  Andrew  Lord  had  twelve  chil- 
dren born  to  him,  six  by  each  wife.  Hester 
Buckingham  bore  him  : ( 1 ) Andrew  born  in 

1722  died  in  1725.  (2)  Christopher  born  in 

1723,  was  probably  the  Deacon  Christopher, 
who  removed  to*  Durham,  N.  Y.  (3)  Mhrten, 
born  in  1725,  died  young.  (4)  Hester  was 
born  January  21,  1727.  (5)  Elijah,  born  Sep- 

tember 27,  1728,  is  mientioned  below..  (6) 
Andrew  was  born  July  29,  1731.  The  follow- 
ing were  the  children  by  Huldah  Lamb:  (7) 

Mjarten  born  in  1742,  was  married  in  1768 
to  Concurrence  Seward.  (8)  Huldah,  born 
in  1743,  married  in  1762,  Elisha  Chapman. 
(9)  Deacon  William,  born  in  1745,  was  mar- 
ried. (10)  Richard,  born  in  1747,  was  mar- 
ried. ( 1 1 ) Stephen,  born  in  1751,  also  mar- 
ried. (12)  Elizabeth  was  born  in  1752. 

(V)  Capt.  Elijah  Lord,  son  of  Deacon  An- 
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' drew  and  his  wife  Hester,  was  born  September 
27,  1728,  and  died  June  14,  1814.  He  was 
a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  w*ar  and  saw 
much  service.  He  married  Sarah  Doty  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Margeria  (Parker)  Doty. 
Mrs.  Sarah  (Doty)  Lord  was  born  January 
2,  1732,  and  died  October  22,  1825.  Samuel 
Doty,  above  mentioned,  was  born  in  1710,  and 
died  in  1751.  He  was  the  son  of  Capt.  Samuel 
Doty  and  his  wife,  Ann  Buckingham  (young- 
est child  of  Rev.  Thomas  and  Hester  (Hos- 
mer)  Buckingham),  who  were  married  De- 
cember 3,  1706.  Capt.  Samuel  Doty  was  born 
about  1680,  and  died  January  26,  1750,  in  his 
seventieth  year.  His  wife  was  born  August 
2,  1687.  Capt.  Doty  was  a merchant  of  re- 
pute and  traveled  extensively  in  the  W est 
Indies.  He  and  his  wife,  Ann  ( Buckingham), 
had  two  children,  Sarah  and  Samuel.  The 
old  house  at  Deep  River,  known  as  the  Lord 
homestead,  was  built  about  1740  by  Samuel 
Doty,  and  occupied  by  him  until  his  death,  in 
1751,  and  by  his  widow,  Margeria  (Parker) 
Doty,  with  her  family  until  her  death,  then 
successively  by  her  son-in-law,  Capt.  Elijah 
Lord,  by  his  son  Benjamin  Lord,  and  by 
the  latter’s  daughter,  Ann  Loire! , who  was  born 
in  the  house  November  3,  1803,  and  died  there 
in  December,  1880.  The  house  has  been  oc- 
cupied since  her  death  by  her  nephew,  Will- 
iam N.  Lord,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  else- 
where. 

Capt.  Elijah  Lord,  and  his  wife  Sarah 
(Doty),  had  seven  children  born  to  them:  (1) 
Elijah,  Jr.,  born  in  1758,  died  in  November, 
1776.  (2)  Asa,  born  June  29,  1760,  died  Sq>- 
teniber  20,  1855.  (3)  Doty,  born  October  23, 

1762,  died  April  25,  1814.  (4)  Jedediah, 

born  July  7,  1765,  died  Miarch  28,  1810.  (5) 

John  was  born  February  13,  1767.  (6)  Ben- 
jamin was  born  November  21,  1773.  (?) 

Joseph,  born  June  9,  1776,  died  in  November, 
1776. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Lord,  son  of  Capt.  Elijah 
and  Sarah  (Doty)  Lord,  and  grandfather  of 
Josqih  B.  Lord,  was  born  November  21,  1773, 
in  the  house  built  by  Samuel  Doty,  already 
mentioned.  He  was  a farmer  all  his  life,  cul- 
tivating the  land  now  owned  by  our  subject 
and  his  brother,  William  N.  Grandfather 
Benjamin  Lord  died  February  20,  1844.  He 
was  married  February  3,  1799.  to  Dorcas 
Tooker,  of  Essex,  Conn.  She  was  born  Oc- 


tober 4,  1777,  and  died  December  8,  1865. 
To  them  were  born  children  as  follows  : ( 1 ) 

William1  Richard,  born  April  3,  1800,  died  Oc- 
tober 10,  1838.  (2)  Sally,  born  April  20, 

1801,  died  October  13,  1840.  (3)  Ann,  born 

November  3,  1803,  died  in  December,  1880, 
in  her  seventy-eighth  year.  (4)  Lucy,  born 
November  5,  1806,  died  April  11,  1808.  (5) 

George  B.,  born  February  16,  1818,  died  Oc- 
tober 6,  1843. 

(VII)  William  Richard  Lord,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  was  born  at  Deep  River,  on  the 
old  homestead,  April  3,  1800,  and  there  mar- 
ried Cynthia,  daughter  of  Israel  and  Hannah 
(Watrous)  Southworth ; the  latter  lived  to  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-three,  dying  in  1897. 
William  Richard  Lord  for  many  years  was  em- 
ployed in  the  ivory  factory  of  George  Read  & 
Company,  and  died  in  his  thirty-sixth  year, 
highly  respected  by  all.  He  was  a Whig  in 
politics,  as  was  his  father  before  him,  and  an 
earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
while  his  wife  attended  the  Congregational 
Church.  To’  this  good  man  and  his  wife  came 
children  as  follows : (T ) Harriet  Aurelia 

died  aged  twenty-nine.  (2)  William  Newton, 
bom  November  3,  1825,  is  living  on  the  old 
homestead.  (3)  Cynthia  Mhria,  born  Febru- 
ary 14,  1829,  married  Royal  J.  Kimball,  of 
New  London,  who  died  February  13,  1891. 
His  widow  resides  in  New  London.  (4) 
Richard  Jarvis,  born  April  2,  1831,  lives  in 
Hammond,  Minn.  He  was  married  Novem- 
ber 21,  1852,  to  Elizabeth  Shipman,  who  died 
in  Minnesota.  He  married  the  second  time. 
(5)  Joseph  Ben  jam-tin,  is  our  subject.  (6) 
Emma  Ursula,  born  May  7.  1837,  married  Oc- 
tober 18,  i860,  Gilbert  La  Place,  of  Deep 
River,  where  she  resides. 

Joseph  B.  Lord,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  review,  has  until  recently  lived  on  the  old 
farm,  practically  all  his  life.  It  comprises  a 
piece  of  property  which  has  been  in  the  Lord 
family  continuously  for  more  than  175  vears, 
the  title  to  it  being  acquired  before  the  De- 
claration of  Independence.  Mr.  Lord  was 
born  August  27,  1833,  M Deep  River  Conn., 
a son  of  William  Richard  and  Cynthia  ( South- 
worth)  Lord,  lie  received  an  excellent  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  and  in  a private 
school  conducted  by  Yale  graduates.  Later, 
desiring  to  see  something  of  the  world,  he 
went  to  sea,  and  upon  a coasting  vessel  visited 
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a number  of  the  Southern  ports.  Upon  his 
return  he  settled  in  Deep  River,  and  for  twen- 
ty years  was  in  the  employ  of  Pratt,  Read  & 
Company,  and  Russell,  Jennings  & Company. 
Of  late  years  Mr.  Lord  has  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  the  development  of  his  property, 
and,  taking  much  pride  in  the  Lord  estate, 
and  being  the  only  one  of  the  family  wbo  has 
paid  any  attention  at  all  to>  farming,  he  has 
cleared  and  cultivated  much  of  the  old  place, 
the  land  becoming  quite  productive  as  a re- 
sult O'f  his  labor.  Mr.  Lord  has  also*  devoted 
considerable  attention  to  political  matters, 
having  served  acceptably  on  the  board  of  se- 
lectmen at  different  times,  often  as  chairman ; 
he  has  also*  served  as  grand  juror;  on  the  build- 
ing committee  of  the  town  hall ; and  has  filled 
other  local  offices.  In  1880-81  he  represented 
the  town  in  the  General  Assembly,  serving  on 
the  School  Funds  and  Temperance  Commit- 
tees, and  throughout  his  political  career  has 
been  a stanch  advocate  of  Republican  prin- 
ciples. ’ j 

Joseph  B.  Lord  \\as  married,  December 
10  1854,  in  Lymte,  Conn.,  to  Ellen  Augusta 
Bracey,  who*  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three, 
leaving  one  son,  Joseph  H.  The  latter  married 
and  resided  in  Shelton,  Conn.,  where  he  died 
in  November,  1901,  at  the  age  of  forty-six. 
His  widow  keeps  house  for  the  father  at  Deep 
River.  The  second  marriage  o*f  Mir.  Lord  oc- 
curred at  Deep  River,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Alice  A.  Fleetham,  daughter  of  Thomas 
B.  and  Deborah  (Clark)  Fleetham.  Her  fa- 
ther was  a native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  and 
a blacksmith  by  trade.  To*  Joseph  B.  and  Alice 
A.  Lord  were  born : Thomas,  born  May  22, 

1865,  is  in  the  employ  of  Pratt,  Read  & Com- 
pany, at  Deep  River  ; Alice  J.  married  Samuel 
Mather,  of  Deep  River ; Hattie,  married 
Charles  R.  Marvin,  of  Deep  River ; Emma, 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  months ; Doty  is  also 
in  the  employ  of  Pratt,  Read  & Company,  and 
is  a foreman  in  one  of  the  departments,  having 
charge  of  about  thirty  men ; both  he  and  his 
brother  are  valued  workmen  in  this  company. 
They  are  unmarried,  and  live  with  the  father 
in  the  old  Fleetham  homestead  at  Deep  River. 
Mrs.  Lord  died  June  28,  1901.  She  was  a 
consistent  Christian,  and  a devoted  wife  and 
mother.  Mr.  Lord  is  also*  a faithful  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  o*f  which  he  has 
been  Sunday-school  superintendent,  for  a num- 


ber of  years.  He  is  a charter  member  of  the 
Grange.  He  is  a man  widely  known  and 
highly  respected  for  his  many  admirable  quali- 
ties of  heart  and  brain. 


WILLIAM  N.  LORD,  a highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  Deep  River,  Middlesex  county,  was 
born  there  November  3,  1825,  son  of  William  *; 
Richard  and  Cynthia  (Southworth)  Lord. 

He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  at  t 
the  age  of  seventeen  entered  the  employ  of 
George  E.  Bailey,  of  Deep  River,  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a carpenter,  remaining  with  him  as 
an  apprentice  until  he  was  twenty-one.  He  \ 
boarded  with  Mir.  Bailey,  and  received  as  cash 
compensation  $30  a year  for  three  years,  and  i 
$50  for  the  last  year.  Following  this  Mr.  j 
Lord  worked  for  George  Read  & Company, 
remaining  with  that  firm  twenty  years,  and  be- 
coming a very  skilled  mechanic,  doing  wood 
work  repairing  in  and  around  the  factory, 
putting  up  shafting,  and  work  of  a similar  ! 
nature.  Leaving  this  company,  he  spent  two  ; 
years  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  working  in  j 
Meriden,  Hartford  and  elsewhere;  returning  ( 
to  Deep  River  he  has  since  continued  in  the 
same  line  of  work. 

Mr.  Lord  is  a Democrat  politically,  but  he  i 
has  held  no*  office.  He  is  a member  of  the  * 
Baptist  Church,  and  has  always  been  interested  1 
in  the  church  and  its  work.  He  resides  in  the  ; 
old  Lord  homestead,  and  is  greatly  respected  If 
by  all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Lord  was  married  June  7,  1847,  to  ' 
Caroline  E.  Beckwith,  who*  was  born  Novem- 
ber 12,  1828,  daughter  of  Baruch  and  Hen- 
rietta (Pratt)  Beckwith.  Mrs.  Lord  died 
July  7,  1868.  Two*  children  blessed  this  union:  \ 

( 1 ) George  W.,  born  October  9,  1849,  married  j 
February  10,  1874,  Anna  E.  Simonds,  daugh-  f 
ter  of  Albert  and  Lorinda  Simonds,  of  Mlid- : 
dletown,  Conn.,  and  they  have  one  child,  | 
George  A.,  born  June  26,  1876,  who*  is  an  * 
electrical  engineer  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
George  W.,  the  father,  also*  lives  in  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  is  a successful  carpenter  and 
builder.  (2)  Frank  M.,  born  May  18,  1852,1 
m'arried  Alice  Rice,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Elizabeth  Rice,  of  Worcester,  where  he  resides. 
Frank  M.  was  paymaster  of  the  Washburn  & 
Mben  Manufacturing  Company  for  a number, 
of  years. 

William  N.  Lord  was  married  (second)  i 


1 


n 


tli 


iw 


ft 


tom 


me 


Him 


I 

COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


539 


June  20,  1870,  to  Harriet  A. , bom 

November  14,  1831.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and,  like  her  husband,  is  ac- 
tive and  foremost  in  church  work. 

HORACE  JOHNSON.  The  family  of 
Johnson  is  of  English  descent  and  ancient 
lineage,  and  many  of  its  members  took  promi- 
nent part  in  some  of  the1  most  important  events 
in  early  colonial  history. 

(I)  John  Johnson  came  to  this  country  in 
the  fleet  with  Winthrop,  and  settled  at  Rox- 
bury,  Mass.,  in  1631.  He  died  September  30, 
1659. 

(II)  Isaac  Johnson,  son  of  John,  born 
in  England,  married  and  lived  in  Roxbury. 
He  was  killed  by  the  Indians  December  19, 
1675. 

(III)  Isaac  Jdhnson  (2),  eldest  son  of 
Isaac  (1),  was  baptized  at  Roxbury  January 
1,  1644.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  at 
Mliddletown,  Conn.,  where  he  died  February 
3,  1719.  His  gravestone  stands  in  the  old 
cemetery  in  Middletown. 

(IV)  Joseph  Johnson,  son  of  Isaac  (2), 
was  born  March  9,  1677,  at  Middletown.  He 
was  twice  married,  and  had  fourteen  or  fifteen 
children.  He  died  November  12,  1739,  and 
was  buried  at  Farm  Hill. 

(V)  Joseph  Johnson  (2),  son  of  Joseph 

( 1 )  , was  born  August  26,  1 702,  at  Middle- 
town,  and  died  April  30,  1768. 

(VI)  Joseph  Johnson  (3),  son  of  Joseph 

(2) ,  born  May  21,  1726,  married  and  had  the 

following  children : Wealthy,  Seth,  Joseph, 

Joseph  (2),  Mehitable,  Elizabeth,  Constant, 
Henry,  Elijah,  Dolly,  and  a daughter  whose 
name  is  unknown. 

(VII)  Henry  Johnson,  son  of  Joseph  (3), 

born  in  1759,  married  Huldah  Prior,  and  after 
her  death  a widow,  Mrs.  Brainerd.  Following 
is  a brief  account  of  his  children,  the  last  one 
being  by  the  second  wife:  Betsey  became  the 

wife  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Brooks,  of  Middle- 
town.  Henry  is  mentioned  below.  Huldah 
married  Nathaniel  Cooper.  Seth  commanded 
the  schooner  “Shoalwater.”  Clarissa  died  un- 
married. Harriet  married  Edmund  Matson, 
and  lived  in  Cromwell,  where  she  and  her  hus- 
band were  buried.  Daniel  was  a sea  captain. 
Parmelia  married  George  Gillam.  Horace  con- 
ducted a shoe  store  in  Middletown  for  many 
years.  Warren  lived  in  Middletown  and  died 
in  Hartford,  where  he  left  two  daughters. 


(VIII)  Henry  Johnson  was  bom  in  Mid- 
dletown, Conn.,  in  1783,  and  lived  to  the  age 
of  eighty-seven  years.  By  trade  he  was  a boss 
joiner,  and  such  was  his  skill  that  he  came  to 
be  employed  by  the  shipbuilders  of  his  day  in 
finishing  the1  interiors  of  the  cabins  and  state- 
rooms of  vessels.  At  the  age  of  sixty-five  he 
became  disabled,  and  retired  from  active  life. 
He  was  a man  of  reflective  mind,  and  a vo- 
racious, yet  judicious,  reader,  endowed  with 
a remarkably  retentive  memory.  Politically 
he  was  a Democrat  of  the  “straitest  sect.”  His 
religious  creed  was  that  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  he  was  an  active  merrtber, 
as  was  also  his  wife.  He  married  Mary 
Whitemore1,  who  was  born  in  Mliddletown,  in 
1781,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Annie  (Cary) 
Whitemore,  the  former  an  extensive  landowner 
and  prosperous  farmer.  Mrs.  Johnson  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-nine1  years.  The  record  of 
their  children  is  as  follows : ( 1 ) Marietta, 

married  Capt.  Gordon  Whitemore.  (2)  Will- 
iam! Henry,  a merchant,  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
ty- (3)  Seth  W.  lives  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
having  retired  from  business,  and  enjoys  the 
distinction  of  having  been  the  first  contractor 
to  construct  a floating  dry  dock  on  the  great 
lakes,  and  to  float  a steamer  on  Lake  Superior. 
(4)  Laura  Ann  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of 
Robert  I.  Young,  a native  of  Middletown,  and 
resided  at  Middle  Haddam.  (5)  Nathaniel  C. 
was  also  a nominal  resident  of  the  same  place, 
although  his  real  home,  during  the  most  of  his 
life,  was  the  sea.  He  shipped  before  the  mast 
when  a mere  boy,  and  his  first  wages  were 
but  $4  per  month.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
lie  commanded  a London  packet,  and  later  the 
“Sovereign  of  the  Seas,”  one  of  the  fastest 
sailers  of  her  day.  (6)  Harriet  married  Capt. 
Edward  AI.  Simpson,  who  commanded  the 
steamer  “City  of  Hartford.”  (7)  Emcline 
(deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Isaac  Roberts,  of 
Middletown.  (8)  Horace  is  mentioned  further 
below.  (9)  Caroline  died  unmarried. 

Horace  Johnson  was  born  at  Middle  Had- 
dam in  the  town  of  Chatham,  May  13.  1824. 
Until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years  his 
only  educational  advantages  were  of  the  some- 
what primitive  sort  furnished  by  the  district 
schools  of  seven  tv  years  ago.  He  had.  how- 
ever, an  innate  thirst  for  something  better, 
and  always  manifested  a pronounced  aptitude 
for  the  study  of  mathematics.  On  leaving 
school  he  went  to  Hartford,  when  aged  seven- 
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teen,  and  there  entered  the  store  of  Catlin  & 
Spencer,  as  a clerk,  at  a salary  of  $150  per 
year.  After  working  hours  w-ere  over  it  was 
his  practice  h>  study,  in  his  small  sleeping 
room,  books  borrowed  from  the  “Institute,” 
by  the  light  of  candles  purchased  from  his 
own  scanty  earnings.  It  was  under  such  dis- 
advantageous circumstances  that  he  first  gained 
an  insight  into  the  fundamental  principles  oh 
natural  science.  His  love  of  this  study,  thus 
awakened,  has  never  died,  and  all  through  life 
much  of  his  leisure  time  has  been  devoted  to 
its  pursuit.  He  discovered  by  accident.  When 
a boy,  the  principle  of  the  telephone,  and 
prophesied,  later,  the  wonders  of  the  present 
telephone1  and  allied  instruments.  M'r.  John- 
son was  the  first  in  New  England  to  illuminate 
a house  with  water  gas,  and  claims  to  be  the 
discoverer  of  the  deadening  of  pain  through 
anesthetics,  which  he  says  was  announced  by 
another  w|ho  got  it  from  him. 

For  seven  years  young  Johnson  remained 
with  the  same  mercantile  house,  his  salary 
gradually  appreciating  until  he  was  paid  $500 
annually.  With  money  saved  he  began  his 
first  speculation,  in  needles.  It  yielded  him 
enough  money  wherewith  to  buy  a house. 
This  first  purchase  constituted  the  nucleus  of 
his  real-estate  operations,  and  since  then  he 
has  erected  not  less  than  seventeen  buildings 
in  the  city  of  Hartford  alone.  For  many  years 
he  also  conducted  a mercantile  business  as  gen- 
eral auctioneer  and  dealer  in  second-hand 
goods  at  Hartford.  In  this  business  he  still 
retains  an  interest,  although  taking  no  active 
part  in  its  management. 

That  a man  of  Mr.  Johnson's  sound  busi- 
nes  judgment,  earnest  energy,  and  keen  native 
intellect  should  long  continue  to  fill  a subordi- 
nate position  was  not  to  be  expected.  He  in- 
vested in  a steamer  plying  between  New  York 
and  Savannah  during  the  Civil  war,  which  was 
at  one  time  used  as  a dispatch  boat  by  General 
Sherman.  This  latter  circumstance  Mir.  John- 
son has  always  considered  a distinction  of 
which  he  mjay  be  proud,  while  he  is  no  less 
gratified  at  the  recollection  that  at  one  time 
lie  was  the  only  civilian  traveling  on  a train 
with  President  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  recently  laid  out  and 
beautified  a park  of  too  acres  at  High  Rock, 
near  the  Connecticut  river,  and  is  contemplat- 
ing the  erection  of  an  observatory  upon  the 
summit  of  an  adjacent  hill,  of  which  he  is  the 


owner.  He  is  a man  of  pronounced  original-  | 
ity,  with  a fondness  for  .investigation  as  well 
as  for  the  collection  of  relics,  and  his  residence 
is  filled  with  curios  of  all  descriptions',  among  ' 
thenf  the  knee  buckles  of  La  Fayette,  handles 
fromj  the  coach  of  General  Jackson,  huge 
shells  from  the  Pacific,  the  watch  of  a slain 
Union  soldier,  brought  from'  (the  battlefield, 
and  clocks  of  wondrous  mechanism.  For  more 
than  half  a century  he  has  made  a special  study  ■ 
of  meteorology,  and  has  gained  more  than  lo- 
cal renown  as  a forecaster  of  atmospheric  and 
barometric  changes,  his  predictions  being 
widely  quoted  by  the  press  throughout  the 
State.-  ' 

On  June  30,  1848,  Mr.  Johnson  married 
Susan  G . Comstock,  daughter  of  Deacon 
Christopher  R.  Comstock,  of  Hartford,  and 
they  had  two  daughters  born  to  them:  Alice  I 
Louisa,  the  wife  of  Dr.  William  D.  Babcock, 
of  East  Hampton ; and  Ida  IT,  who  is  un-  ■ 
married.  M,rs.  Johnson  was  born  February  | 
28,  1827,  in  Hartford,  and  died  January  3,  * 
1895.  She  was  interred  at  Middle  Haddant. 

GEORGE  J.  FISHER.  Absolute  capabili-  j 
ty  often  exists  in  specific  instances,  but  is  nev- 
er brought  into  the  clear  light  of  the  utilitar-  ■ 
iani  and  practical  life.  Hope  is  of  the  valley,  , 
while  effort  stands  upon  the  mountain  top,  : 
so  that  personal  advancement  comes  not  to  the  , 
one  who  hopes  alone,  but  to  the  one  whose  1 
hope  and  faith  are  those  of  action.  Thus  is  j 
determined  the  full  measure  of  success  of  one 
who  has  struggled  under  disadvantageous  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  prostrate  mediocrity  of 
another  whose  ability  has  been  as  great  and 
opportunities  wider.  Thus  we  may  well  hold 
in  high  regard  the  results  of  individual  effort  ; 
and  individual  accomplishment,  for  cause  and  1 
effect  here  maintain  their  functions  in  full  j 
force. 

The  career  of  him  whose  name  initiates 
this  sketch  illustrates  most  forcibly  the  possi-  j 
bilities  that  are  open  to  a young  man  who 
possesses  sterling  business  qualifications.  It 
proves  that  neither  wealth,  nor  social  prestige, 
nor  the  assistance  of  influential  friends  at  the 
outset  of  his  career,  are  necessary  to>  place  him 
on  the  high  road  to  definite  and  worthy  suc- 
cess. It  also  proves  that  ambitious  persever- 
aince,  steadfast  purpose  and  indefatigable  indus-  i 
try,  combined  with  sound  business  principles,  i 
will  be  rewarded,  and  that  true  success  is  the 
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sequel  of  individual  effort  only.  Mr.  Fisher 
has  gained  recognition  and  precedence  as  one 
of  the  capable  and  representative  young  busi- 
ness men  of  Middletown,  and  is  known  for 
his  progressive  spirit  and  inflexible  integrity 
of  character.  As  one  who  is  distinctly  the 
architect  of  his  own  fortune,  and  as  one  held 
in  high  esteem  in  his  home  community,  we 
are  pleased  to  here  present  a review  of  his 
singularly  successful  career  in  his  chosen 
sphere  of  endeavor.  He  also'  has  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  youngest  business  man  in  the 
city. 

George  J.  Fisher  is  a native  son  of  Middle- 
town,  born  February  19,  1876,  son  of  John  C. 
Fisher,  who  was  born  in  Prussia  in  1841, 
son  of  John  C.  and  Augusta  (Kipp)  Fisher. 
In  the  spring  of  1849  John  C.  Fisher,  Sr.,  emi- 
grated with  his  family  to  America  embarking 
at  Hamburg  on  the  sailing  vessel  “Emma,” 
bound  for  Quebec.  They  did  not  remain  in 
Canada,  but  made  their  way  by  water  to  De- 
troit, Mich.,  where  they  located.  The  fright- 
ful scourge  of  cholera  was  then  ravaging  the 
country,  and  within  a month  after  the  arrival 
of  the  family  in  the  fair  City  of  the  Straits 
both  the  father  and  mother  had  succumbed 
to  this  disease,  leaving  the  young  lad,  John 
C.,  Jr.,  then  eight  years  of  age,  a stranger  in 
a strange  land.  The  parents  were  given  a de- 
cent burial  in  the  old  city  cemetery,  which  ne- 
cessity denied  many  of  the  victims  of  the  plague 
at  that  time.  During  the  illness  of  the  parents 
the  little  family  owed  much  to  the  friendly  at- 
tentions ancl  care  of  Josqih  Kuhn,  now  Judge 
Kuhn,  of  that  city.  He  looked  after  their  af- 
fairs and  took  the  orphan  boy  to  his  own  home, 
where  he  remained  four  months,  being  then 
placed  in  the  home  of  a worthy  German  family 
by  whom  he  was  reared.  He  secured  a common 
school  education,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  entered  upon  his  business  career  by  work- 
ing at  the  butcher  trade.  In  1857  he  removed 
to  Eagle  River,  Mich.,  and  thence,  shortly  af- 
terward, to  Eagle  Harbor,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged as  clerk  in  a general  store  at  the  time 
when  the  dark  clouds  of  the  Civil  war  obscured 
the  national  horizon.  His  sympathies  were 
fully  with  the  cause  of  his  adopted  country, 
and  he  showed  his  loyalty  by  tendering  his 
services  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  enlisting  as 
a member  of  Company  Pi,  First  Michigan  Vol- 
unteer Cavalry,  and  being  mustered  in  as 
a cor|x>ral,  in  August,  1861.  He  proceeded  to 


the  front  with  his  regiment,  and  took  part  in 
all  the  engagements  and  skirmishes  in  which 
his  command  participated,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Gettysburg  campaign,  during  which  he 
was  absent  in  Michigan,  where  he  had  been 
assigned  to  recruiting  service.  Mr.  Fisher 
was  an  active  participant  in  eighty  distinct 
battles  during  his  term  of  service,  making  a 
record  as  a valiant  and  capable  soldier.  He 
was  wounded  in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
but  refused  to  leave  his  company  or  go  to 
the  rear,  and  he  was  made  a sergeant  by  rea- 
son of  his  bravery  in  this  battle.  He  was  pro- 
moted several  times,  and  on  October  25,  1864, 
was  made  second  lieutenant  of  his  company, 
while  on  March  7,  following,  he  was  advanced 
to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  serving  as  such 
until  November  7,  1865,  when  he  received 
his  honorable  discharge  at  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Kans.,  after  having  been  on  duty  on  the  West- 
ern frontier  during  the  preceding  summer. 

After  leaving  the  army  Lieut.  Fisher  re- 
turned to  Detroit  where  he  went  into  busi- 
ness, and  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
March,  1871,  when  he  removed  to1  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  entering  the  employ  of  the  Doug- 
las Pump  Company,  with  whose  interests  he 
has  continued  to  be  identified  to'  the  present 
time. 

In  the  city  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  November  15. 
1868,  John  C.  Fisher  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Catherine  Scheurer,  who  was 
born  in  Missingen,  Baden,  Germany.  Decem- 
ber 26,  1849,  and  was  but  a child  at  the  time 
her  parents,  George  A.  and  Rosanna  (Shaef- 
fer)  Scheurer,  removed  to  the  United  States, 
They  took  up  their  abode  in  Middletown, 
Conn.  At  the  time  of  her  marriage  Mrs. 
Fisher  was  visiting  her  aunt  in  Detroit,  and 
there  formed  the  acquaintance  < f Mr.  Fisher, 
to  whom  she  has  proved  a devoted  companion 
and  helpmeet.  Of  the  children  of  this  union 
we  enter  the  following  record  : Augusta  Char- 

lotte, born  October  1 1,  1869.  is  the  wife  of 
Paul  A.  Fladd,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  they 
have  two  sons,  Charles  E.  and  Russell  l\.  Mar- 
garet R.,  horn  November  13,  1871,  is  the  wife 
of  Oscar  O.  Hilbert,  ot  Middletown.  Carrie 
Clara,  born  December  28,  1873,  is  the  wile 
of  Charles  11.  Johnson,  of  Portland,  Conn. 
George  J.  is  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Charles  \Y ’.,  born  April  17.  1879, 
is  employed  in  his  brother's  store.  Lula  May, 
born  August  10,  1882,  died  March  11,  1898; 


542 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


she  was  an  exceptionally  beautiful  character 
and  an  accomplished  musician.  John  W.  B., 
born  December  21,  1885,  is  now  employed  in 
the  store  of  our  subject.  Clifford  A.,  born  May 
11,  1890,  is  attending  the  public  schools  of 
Middletown.  Howard  O.,  born  July  3,  1892, 
died  March  16,  1898. 

Mr.  Fisher  is  one  of  the  prominent  and 
honored  members  of  Mansfield  Post,  No.  53, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  .which  he 
holds  the  office  of  senior  vice-commander.  He 
is  also'  a popular  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  affiliating  with  Schiller 
Lodge,  No.  92;  Sowhegan  Encampment,  No. 
6;  and  Canton  Excelsior,  No.  7,  of  which  he 
is  at  the  present  time  incumbent  of  the  office 
of  captain.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Ger- 
man Sick  and  Aid  Society.  Fie  and  his  wife 
attend  the  South  Congregational  Church,  of 
which  she  is  a member,  and  she  is  also  identi- 
fied with  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  auxiliary 
to  Mansfield  Post,  G.  A.  R. ; with  the  Women's 
Auxiliary  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  As- 
sociation ; and  with  the  King's  Daughters. 

George  j.  Fisher,  to-  whom  this  review  is 
dedicated,  was  reared  and  educated  in  Middle- 
town,  where  he  completed  a,  course  of  study  in 
the  public  schools.  He  early  began  to  de- 
pend upon  his  own  resources,  and  evinced 
that  self-reliance,  business  sagacity  and  deter- 
mination which  have  conserved  his  suc- 
cess and  advancement.  While  a lad  he 
found  employment  in  the  Wilcox  lock  fac- 
tory at  Zoar  and  subsequently  was  em- 
ployed in  the  establishment  of  the  Brewer 
Dry  Goods  Company  of  Middletown,  while 
still  later  he  worked  for  the  well  known 
printing  firm  of  Pelto-n  & King,  ever 
showing  a desire  to'  make  himelf  useful  and 
win  advancement  by  faithful  service.  In  the 
fall  of  1900,  at  the  opening  of  their  store,  Mr. 
Fisher  entered  the  employ  of  Clark  & True, 
for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  jewelry  trade 
and  the  business  of  watch  repairing,  and  he 
remained  with  that  firm  until  he  had  become  a, 
proficient  workman  and  started  in  business 
for  himself.  His  independent  business  career 
had  a most  modest  inception,  since  he  had  no 
capitalistic  reinforcement,  but  was  depend- 
ent upon  his  intrinsic  capacity,  energy,  deter- 
mination, and  reputation  as  an  honorable, 
trustworthy  and  capable  workman,  to  secure 
that  success  which  he  had  determined  to  at- 
tain. His  first  work  of  repairing  was  done 


in  the  home  of  his  parents,  and, during  inter- 
vals he  traveled  over  Middlesex  county  selling 
goods,  which  he  carried  in  a satchel.  In  this 
manner  he  finally  built  up  a trade-  in  the 
jewelry  and  repairing  line  which  rendered  it 
expedient  for  him  to  establish  himself  in  a 
permanent  location. 

On  October  1,  1898,  Mr.  Fisher  opened  his 
jewelry  store  on  Main  street,  and  from  the 
first  day  his  success  was  practically  assured. 
He  has  catered  to.  a select  class  of  trade,  has 
made  a specialty  of  fine  repairing,  and,  as  his 
resources  have  increased,  has  added  to  the  ex- 
tent and  facilities  of  his  establishment  and  now 
has  a finely  equipped  and  attractive  store,  in 
which  is  to  be  found  a select  and  comprehen- 
sive line-  of  jewelry,  watches,  clocks,  silver- 
ware and  bric-a-brac,  while  his  patronage  is 
of  distinctively  representative  order.  Mr. 
Fisher  has  attained  a reputation  for  invariably 
fair  dealing,  and  the  prices  he  attaches  to 
his  goods  and  work  indicate  that  he  invariably 
desires  to  give  value  received.  He  has  forged 
rapidly  to-  the  front,  and  is  now  regarded  as 
one  of  the  representative  business  men  of  Mid- 
dletown, while  he  outranks  many  of  the  busi- 
ness men  of  the  same  comparative  age  in  the 
county,  his  sterling  integrity  of  purpose,  his 
genial  nature  and  unvarying  courtesy  gaining 
and  retaining  to-  him  the  unequivocal  -confi- 
dence of’  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact, 
in  either  business  or  social  circles. 

Closely  associated  with  Mr.  Fisher  in  his 
business  is  his  brother,  Charles  W.,  who  like- 
wise was  born  and  reared  in  Middletown.  He 
initiated  his  independent  career  at  an  early  age, 
securing  employment  in  the-  photographic 
studio-  of  Hennigar  Brothers,  in  Middletown, 
where  he  subsequently  learned  the  jeweler’s 
trade,  eventually  accepting  a position  in  his 
brother's  establishment,  where  he  is  rapidly  be- 
coming known  as  a skilled  and  trustworthy 
workman.  Fie  is  unmistakably  popular  in  his 
home  city,  being  a young  man  of  fine  character 
aind  excellent  business  ability.  A younger 
brother,  John  W.  B.,  is  also-  in  the  store,  learn- 
ing the  business,  and  the  firm  of  Fisher  Broth- 
ers seems  more  than  a vision  of  the  future. 

Fraternally  George  J.  Fisher,  the  subject 
proper  of  this  sketch,  is  prominently  identified 
with  the  time-honored  order  of  Freemasons, 
holding  membership  in  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No. 
2,  F.  & A.  M.,  Washington  Chapter,  No.  6, 
R.  A.  M.,  and  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  8, 
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K.  T.,  Middletown,  while  his  wife  is'  associ- 
ated with  him  in  retaining  membership  in  the 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  of  Middletown.  In 
1901  Mr.  Fisher  became  a,  member  of  Meriden 
Lodge,  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
after  the  organization  of  Middletown  Lodge, 
No.  771,  transferring  his  membership  to  the 
same.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Middle- 
town  Wheel  Club. 

On  August  31,  1899,  ML  Fisher  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Rebecca 
Parmalee,  who  was  born  in  Middletown,  in 
February,  1876  daughter  of  Wilbur  F.  and 
Lodisca  (Blatchley)  Parmalee.  The  attract- 
ive home  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  is  a cen- 
ter of  gracious  and  refined  hospitality. 

RALPH  B.  SWAN,  the  genial  host  of  the 
“Hotel  Swan,’’  is  a very  prominent  and  popu- 
lar citizen  of  East  Haddam,  Middlesex  county. 
A descendant  of  one/  of  the  old  and  honored 
families  of  the  locality,  he  is  considered  a rep- 
resentative man,  but  he  has  been  before  the 
public  in  a business  way  for  so  many  years  that 
he  needs  no  family  prestige  to  introduce  him. 

Mr.  Swan  was  born  in  Millington,  town  oi 
East  Haddam,  Middlesex  county,  April  17, 
1839,  and  is  in  the  eighth  generation  from 
the  pioneer  of  the  family  in  America. 

(I)  Richard  Swan,  the  emigrant  ancestor 
and  progenitor  of  the  Swan  family  of  Connecti- 
cut and  Rhode  Island,  appears  first  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic  ocean  in  Boston,  Mass.,  where 
he  joined  the  church  January  6,  1639,  and  had 
Qne  child,  John,  probably  his  youngest,  bap- 
tized the  Sunday  after  his  admission.  His  first 
wife  died  in  England  before  Mr.  Swan  came 
to  New  England.  Upon  application  he  was 
dismissed,  with  many  others,  from  the  Boston 
church  to  join  a church  at  Rowley,  Mass., 
where  he  remained  during  life,  becoming  a 
prominent  citizen  o>f  that  place,  representing 
the  town  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Court 
in  1666,  and  many  years  after.  He  served  in 
King  Philip’s  war,  and  went  on  an  expedition 
to  Canada.  On  March  1,  1658,  he  married, 
for  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Ann  Trumbull,  who 
had  married  for  her  first  husband  Michael 
Hopkinson;  lie  was  buried  February  28,  1648, 
and  for  her  second  husband  she  married  in 
June,  1650,  John  Trumbull.  Richard  Swan 
was  her  third  husband,  lie  died  May  14,  1978. 
His  children  were:  Richard,  Frances,  Robert, 
Jonathan,  Susan,  Sarah,  and  John. 


(II)  Robert  Swan,  son  of  Richard,  the 
emigrant  settler,  born  in  1628,  married  Eliza- 
beth Acie,  and  at  that  time  both  were  residents 
of  Rowley,  Mass.  He  subsequently  went  to 
Andover,  and  thence,  as  early  as  1650,  to  that 
part  of  Haverhill  subsequently  set  off  as  Me- 

~~lhuen.  He  was  a soldier  at  the  “Great  Swamp 
Fight’’  in  King  Philip’s  war,  a member  of 
Lieut.  Benjamin  Swett's  company.  His  first 
wife  died  in  1689,  and  he  married  (second), 
April  1,  1690,  Hannah  Russ.  He  died  Febru- 
ary 1,  1698. 

(III)  John  Swan,  son  of  Robert,  born  Au- 
gust 1,  1668,  married,  August  1,  1699,  Susan- 
nah Wood,  daughter  of  Philip  Eastman  and 
widow  of  Thomas  Wood,  whom  she  married 
in  1693,  and  who  with  their  child,  Susannah, 
was  killed  by  the  Indians,  March  15,  1697. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan  lived  in  Haverhill,  Mass., 
until  1707,  and  there  three  of  their  children 
were  born.  In  that  year  they  came  to  Ston- 
ington, Conn.,  locating  on  what  is  now  the 
Swan  Town  Hill,  North  Stonington,  where 
the  rest  of  their  children  were  born.  He  died 
May  1,  1743,  and  she  died  December  20,  1772, 
in  the  one  hundredth  year  of  her  age. 

(IV)  Asa  Swan,  son  of  John,  was  born 
in  Stonington,  April  13,  1709,  and  on  Novem- 
ber 19,  1740,  married  Marvine  Holmes.  Pie 
lived  in  North  Stonington,  Connecticut. 

(V)  Jabez  Swan,  son  of  Asa,  was  born 

May  21,1751.  On  June  17.  1772,  he  mar- 
ried (first)  Mehitable  Wheeler,  and  for  his 
second  wife  he  wedded  Lucy  Wheeler.  In 
1777  he  sold  his  property  in  Stonington  for 
£1,000  and  a string  of  beads,  and  Continental 
money  being  of  uncertain  value,  he  quickly  in- 
vested in  a farm  near  Millington  green,  in  East 
Haddam,  and  on  May  22,  1777.  moved  there. 
Jabez  and  Mehitable  (Wheeler)  Swan  had 
the  following  named  children  : Hurlburt,  Me- 

hitable, Jabez,  Jr.,  Betsey.  Polly,  Rufus  V ., 
Rufus  W.  (2),  Cynthia,  Thomas  W.,  Lucy, 
Asa,  and  Rufus  W.  (3).  By  the  second  wife, 
Lucy  (Wheeler),  there  were  two  children.  Cy- 
,rus  and  William  C. 

(VI)  Hurlburt  and  Hannah  (F.sterhrook) 
Swan,  the  paternal  grandparents  of  Ralph  lb. 
were  farming  people  of  East  1 laddam,  where 
they  passed  out  of  life,  leaving  behind  them 
the  remembrance  of  kind  deeds  and  honest  liv- 
ing. 

(VII)  Diodet  L.  Swan,  the  father  of  Ralph 
lb,  was  lx  ti  n about  1800.  in  Lvme,  Conn.. 
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where  he  grew  to  manhood.  By  his  first  wife, 
Mary  Cone,  he  had  one  child,  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Eliphalet  Emmons,  and  died  October  2, 
1848,  aged  twenty-seven  years.  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  he  married  Mary  Eliza  Wells,  daugh- 
ter of  Asa  Wells,  an  honored  citizen,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children:  (1) 

Diodet  L.,  who  lived  in  Springfield,  Mass., 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years ; (2) 
Francis  W.,  who'  lived  in  Pennington,  N.  J., 
and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two;  (3)  Eliza- 
beth, who  died  in  1850,  aged  twenty-two;  (4) 
William  EL,  a farmer  of  East  Haddam,  who 
died  August  37,  1902,  aged  seventy-one  years; 
(5)  Thomas  G.,  of  East  Haddam;  (6)  Nancy, 
who  is  the  widow  of  George  G.  Williams  and 
lives  in  Chicago;  she  has  two  sons  and  one 
daughter,  Elmer,  Charles,  and  Mary;  (7) 
Ralph  B. ; (8)  Emmeline,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Dr.  Bottum,  of  Springfield,  Mlass.,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight;  and  (9) 
George  W.,  who  resides  in  East  Haddam. 
The  parents  both  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four. 
Mr.  Swan  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He 
always  upheld  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party. 

Until  he  was  thirteen  years  old  Ralph  B. 
Swan  attended  the  district  schools,  and  among 
his  excellent  teachers  he  remembers  with  es- 
pecial distinctness  Judge  Julius  Attwood.  At 
the  age  mentioned  Mr.  Swan  entered  the 
Boardman  Spoon  Works,  at  East  Haddam, 
and  remained  an  employe  there  for  some  six 
years,  resigning  his  position  on  account  of 
ill  health.  He  secured  employment  in  a livery 
establishment  in  East  Haddam,  later  buying 
the  business,  and  continued  in  its  successful 
conduct  for  twenty-five  years.  In  1867  he 
rented  the  old  “Gelston  House,”  making  it  a 
popular  hotel,  patronized  by  the  public  and  en- 
couraged by  the  townspeople,  and  continued 
as  its  proprietor  until  1888,  when  he  removed 
to  Colchester,  engaging  in  the  hotel  business 
there  until  1891,  at  which  date  he  returned  to 
East  Haddam.  In  1890  he  purchased  the 
“Gelston  Hotel"  property,  and  upon  his  return 
to  the  town  re-entered  that  business  hirhself, 
changing  the  name  of  the  inn  to  the  “Hotel 
Swan,”  which  has  since  been  conducted  in  a 
manner  which  is  a credit  to  its  name.  Mr. 
Swan  is  also'  interested  in  real  estate  in  East 
Haddam,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  business  men  of  that  town.  He  is 


a director  of  the  National  Bank  of  New  Eng- 
land. 

Politically  our  subject  has  always  been  a 
stanch  Republican,  casting  his  first  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  he  has  been  an  active 
worker  in  the  party.  He  has  served  in  some 
of  the  local  offices,  and  for  eight  years  acted 
as  deputy  sheriff  under  John  I.  Hutchinson. 
Socially  he  is  connected  with  Middlesex 
Lodge,  No.  3,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  East  Haddam;. 
and  Columbia  Lodge,  No.  26,  F.  & A.  M., 
of  the  same  place. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Swan  was  to 
Mary  E.  Atwood,  who  died,  as  did  also  her 
infant  son.  His  second  marriage,  on  Septem- 
ber 29,  1896,  was  to  Annie  May  Roper,  of 
Colchester,  daughter  of  Artimus  Fitzroy  and 
Phoebe  (Jones)  Roper,  and  to'  this  union 
have  come:  Eliza,  born  August  13,  1897;. 

and  Elizabeth, •born  September  23,  1898, 

GEORGE  F.  SPENCER,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  influential  business  men  of  Deep  River, 
Middlesex  county,  and  one  who  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  its  commercial  upbuilding,  was 
born  January  18,  1842,  in  Hampton,  Wind- 
ham Col,  Conn.,  son  of  George  D.  and  Martha 
Mlaria  (Spalding)  Spencer. 

The  Spencer  family  in  America  are  lineal- 
ly descended  from  (1)  Michael  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth  Spencer,  who  lived  in  Stotfold,  Bed- 
fordshire, England.  They  had  one  son, 

, (II)  Gerard  or  Garrard  Spencer,  who  was 
born  in  the  parish  of  Stotfold,  county  above 
named,  and  was  baptized  May  20,  1576.  He 
was  the  father  of  the  emigrants,  William, 
Thomas,  Michael  and  Gerrard,  all  of  whom 
came  to’  this  country  in  1634.  William  and 
Thomas  settled  in  Hartford.  Gerrard  settled 
in  Haddam,  Conn.,  and  Michael  in  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 

(Ill)  Thomas  Spencer,  known  as  Sergt. 
Thomas,  was  the  progenitor  of  the  Windham 
count)7  branch  of  the  family.  He  was  born 
March  27.  1607,  at  the  old  home  in  Bedford- 
shire, England,  and  on  coming  to  America 
with  his  brothers  located  first  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  in  1634.  He  removed  to  Hartford  with 
Rev.  Thomas  Hooker's  company,  being  among 
the  first  settlers  in  that  town.  Hie  served  in  the 
Pequot  war  in  1637,  being  then  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  sergeant,  and  later  received  a grant 
of  land  of  sixty  acres  for  his  good  service. 
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Part  of  this  land  was  located  between  what  is 
now  Village  and  North  Main  streets,  Hart- 
ford. Thomas  Spencer  was  twice  married, 
and  by  his  first  wife  had  three  children : Oba- 
diah,  Thomas,  and  Samuel.  He  married  for 
his  second  wife  Sarah  Bearding,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Bearding,  who  was  also  one  of  the 
first  settlers  in  Hartford.  By  this  union  there 
came  six  children  : Jerad  ; Sarah,  who-  married 
Thomas  Huxley  ; Elizabeth,  who  married  Sam- 
uel Andrews  of  Hartford ; Hannah  ; Mjary  ; 
and  Martha,  who  married  a Benton.  Sergt. 
Thomas  Spencer  died  September  u,  1687. 

(IV)  Samuel  Spencer,  son  of  Sergt.  Thom- 
as, removed  to  Windham  county,  Conn.,  set- 
tling in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Scotland. 

(V)  John  Spencer,  son  of  Samuel,  was 
born  in  Windham  county.  He  had  five  sons 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  killed 
while  raising  a bell  to  the  belfry  of  the  church 
in  Scotland. 

(VI)  Jeduthan  Spencer,  son  of  John, 
turned  out  at  the  “Lexington  alarm,”  and 
served  nineteen  days  in  the  vicinity  of  Bos- 
ton. He  was  born  in  Windham,  about  two 
miles  east  of  Windham  Center.  He  was  a car- 
penter and  wheelwright,  and  was  known  as  a 
good  mechanic.  He  was  killed  while  working- 
on  a building,  in  August,  18 j 2,  and  was  buried 
in  a private  burying-ground  in  Scotland.  He 
married  Abigail  Brown,  of  Brooklyn,  Con- 
necticut. 

(VII)  Ichabod  Spencer,  son  of  Jeduthan, 
and  the  grandfather  of  George  F.  Spencer, 
was  born  in  Scotland,  Windham  Co.,  Conn., 
in  July,  1781,  and  there  spent  most  of  his 
life.  He  was  a successful  farmer  and  was 
much  respected.  He  died  in  May  1853.  Mr. 
Spencer  was  twice  married,  first  to  Henrietta 
Babcock,  born  January  31,  1786,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  (MfcCall)  Babcock,  the  latter 
a daughter  of  Archippus  McCall  and  Deborah 
Marsh,  of  Marshfield,  Mass.  James  Babcock 
wlas  the  first  of  this  line  to  emigrate  to 
America.  Ilis  son,  Joseph  Babcock,  bought 
800  acres  of  land  at  \\Jhat  is  now  Babcock  1 1 ill, 
in  South  Windham  and  Lebanon,  for  25  cents 
an  acre.  But  lie  had  hard  work  to  pav  for  it. 
even  at  that  price.  Among  other  things  lie  did 
to  raise  money,  he  carried  pork  to  Boston,  a 
distance  of  eighty  miles,  selling  it  for  two  pence 
a pound,  and  he  made  many  laborious  jour- 
neys before  his  land  was  cleared  of  debt,  but 
success  rewarded  his  perseverance.  Ilis  sou, 
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Joseph  Babcock,  Jr.,  married  M'ary  McCall, 
May  1,  1782. 

Mrs.  Henrietta  Spencer  died  January  27, 
1827,  aged  forty-one.  Her  death  was  a 
severe  blow  to  her  husband.  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  Ichabod  Spencer  married  Mrs. 
Ruth  Clark,  widow  of  Charles  Clark,, 
of  Brooklyn,  Conn.,  and  daughter  of 
Libeus  Washburn.  She  was  born  in  1794,  in 
Pomfret,  Conn.,  and  died  August  12,  1859,  in 
Scotland.  She  had  a daughter  by  "her  previous 
marriage  to  Mir.  Clark,  Eliza  Ann,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  William  F.  Essex,  and  died  in 
Mfillerton,  N.  Y.  Ichabod  Spencer  had  born 
to  him  and  his  wife  Henrietta  four  children  : 
( 1 ) Lucius  W.  was  married  twice,  having  no 
issue  by  the  first  marriage.  By  his  second 
wife,  Mary  Neil,  he  had  one  child,  George  H., 
who  lives  in  Willimantic,  Conn.,  where  lie  is 
the  assistant  postmaster.  (2)  George  If.  is 
mentioned  below.  (3)  Mary  E.  married  Za- 
dock  Babcock,  of  Windham,  and  had  one  child, 
Ellen,  deceased.  (4)  Joseph  B.  married  Har- 
riet Barrows,  of  Mansfield,  Conn.,  and  had  two 
children,  Alma  and  Clara,  the  latter  of  whom, 
married  Clary  Palmer,  of  Norwich,  Conn., 
lives  in  Boston,  Mass.,  and  has  two  children, 
Louise  and  Merton.  Ichabod  Spencer  had 
two  children  by  his  second  marriage  to  Mrs. 
Ruth  Clark  : ( 1 ) Charles  Edward  married 

Harriet  Herskell,  of  Lebanon  and  had  three 
children:  Ida  May,  deceased;  Frank  Wash- 

burn. at  home,  unmarried;  and  Adorna,  who 
married  Arthur  Sweet,  of  South  Wind- 
ham. (2)  Frederick  L.  married  Mary  W. 
Peckham,  and  had  no-  children.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Eighteenth  Regiment,  Connecti- 
cut Volunteer  Infantry  in  the  war  of  the  Re- 
hellion, was  made  a sergeant  for  faithful  serv- 
ice, and  was  mustered  out  with  the  regiment. 
He  died  in  1885.  His  wife,  who  sun  ives  him, 
lives  at  Naubuc,  Connecticut. 

, (VIII ) George  D.  Spencer,  father  >4" 
George  F.  was  horn  Januarv  20.  1813,  in  Lis- 
bon (now  Sprague),  Conn.,  and  was  retire  1 
and  educated  in  Lebanon.  For  several  vears 
he  clerked  in  stores  in  Lebanon,  Norwich  and 
Hampton  and  after  this  valuable  experience 
went  into  the  grocerv  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count at  Hampton,  later,  from  1847  to  1804, 
in  Lebanon.  He  spent  the  later  years  of  his 
life  at  the  home  of  his  son,  George  F.,  in  Deep 
River,  dying  at  the  age  of  seven  tv  years.  Po- 
litically he  was  a Whig,  afterward  a Republi- 
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can,  and  in  1854  he  represented  Lebanon  in 
the  Legislature.  He  was  also  judge  of  probate 
and  town  clerk  for  many  years,  was  on  the 
fchool  board  eighteen  years,  and  was  al- 
together a very  prominent  man.  He  served 
his  town  continuously  for  thirty-four  years. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  he  served  as  trustee  and  treasurer. 

In  June,  1839,  Mr.  Spencer  was  married,  in 
Hampton,  Conn.,  to-  Mhrtha  Maria  Spalding,  of 
Hampton,  a lineal  descendant  of  Edward 
Spalding,  who  came  from  the  city  of  Spald- 
ing, Lincolnshire,  England,  in  1631  and  set- 
tled first  in  Massachusetts,  later  removing  to 
Windham  county,  settling  in  Plainfield.  To 
Mr.  and  Mtrs.  George  D.  Spencer  were  born 
children  as  follows:  George  F.,  sketch  of 

whom  follows;  and  Dwight  S.,  born  in  1851, 
who  died  March  9,  1883.  At  the  time  of  his 
decease  the  latter  was  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Spencer  Brothers,  of  Deep  River.  A short 
time  after  his  decease  the  father  also  died,  and 
four  days  later  the  mother,  too,  was  called 
from  earth. 

George  F.  Spencer,  the  immediate  sub- 
ject of  this  review'  was  born  January  18,  1842, 
in  the  town  of  Hampton,  Conn.,  but  was  reared 
in  Lebanon,  and  there  attended  the  public 
schools  and  the  Lebanon  Academy.  In  1865 
he  was  engaged  in  the  general  merchandise 
business  in  South  Windham,  and  was  also 
postmaster  there.  In  1869  he  removed  to  Sut- 
field,  Conn., -and  accepted  a position  as  stew- 
ard and  collector  for  the  Connecticut  Literary 
Institute,  remaining  there  until  1873,  when  lie 
resigned  and  returned  to  Lebanon.  There  he 
spent  three  years  on  the.  farm  with  his  father. 
In  December,  1875,  he  moved  to  Deep  River, 
and  engaged  with  his  brother,  Dwight  S.,  in 
general  merchandising,  purchasing  the  busi- 
ness of  Griswold  & Smith,  which  they  carried 
on  under  the  firm  name  of  Spencer  Brothers 
until  the  brother's  death,  after  which  George 
F.  carried  on  the  business  alone,  but  has  re- 
cently disposed  of  the  same.  However,  he  still 
continues  the  coal  business  in  Deep  River, 
which  was  established  by  the  two  brothers  in 
1876.  In  1896  ML  Spencer  went  to  Hartford 
and  established  the  well  known  firm  of  George 
F.  Spencer  & Co.,  which  is  successfully  engaged 
in  the  trucking  business.  Since  1891  he  has 
been  a director  in  the  Deep  River  National 
Bank. 

In  t868  Mr  Spencer  was  married  to  Mar- 


tha Champlain,  who  was  born  September  28, 
1841,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Lucretia  (Bai- 
ley) Champlain,  of  Lebanon,  Conn.,  and  two 
children  were  born  to  this  union  : ( 1 ) Fran- 

cis H.,  born  September  1,  1870,  at  Suffield, 
Conn.,  finished  his  education  at  Vermont  Acad- 
eme. He  is  a resident  of  Hartford,  and 
superintended  his  father's  trucking  business  j 
there  from  1896  to>  1902.  He  is  an  alderman  j 
from  the  Fourth  Ward  for  1902,  having  been 
a member  of  the  common  council,  and  was 
president  of  that  body  in  1900- 1901.  In  1894  1 

he  married  Abbie  E.  Fuller,  daughter  of  j 
George  W.  Fuller,  9f  Brattleboro-,  Vt.,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Walter  F.,  born  at  Deep 
River,  October  26,  1895.  (2)  Arthur  C.,  born 

October  17,  1872,  at  Suffield,  Conn.,  was  edu- ' 
cated  at  Vermont  Academy,  and  is  also  a grad- 
uate of  the  Law  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Oregon,  class  of  1895.  He  is  en- 
gaged at  his  profession,  and  is  at  present  depu- 
ty district  attorney  of  the  county  of  Mult- 
nomah, Oregon.  He  married,  in  June,  1898, 
M|argaret  Fenton,  of  Portland,  Oregon,  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  Fenton,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
the  State,  a man  who,  without  the  advantages 
of  a colles'e  education,  served  as  judge  of  the 


Yamhill  county  court  for  mjany  years ; he  was 
justly  esteemed  as  one  of  McMinnville’s  most  , 
able  citizens,  and  his  death  was  deplored  as 
a great  loss  to  his  county  and  State.  Mrs. 
Martha  (Champlain)  Spencer,  wife  of  George 
F.  Spencer,  died  October  23,  1872,  at  Suffield, 
Conn.,  at  the  age  of  thirty-one.  She  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Lebanon,  a devoted  wife  and  affectionate 
mother. 

On  January  1,  1875,  Mir.  Spencer  married 
(second)  Esther  A.,  daughter  of  John  S.  and 
Eliza  Ann  ( Halsey)  Linsley,  of  No-rthford, 
Conn.,  and  by  her  he  has  five  children:  (1) 

Martha  L.,  born  October  28,  1875,  at  Lebanon, 
Conn.,  attended  Vermont  Academy,  and  took 
a special  course  in  art  and  elocution  at  that 
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institution,  evincing  marked  talent  in  that  di- 


rection. (2)  George  D.,  born  August  22, 
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1878,  at  Deep  River,  was  educated  at  Vermont 


Academv,  and  on  leaving  school  became 


en- 


gaged with  his  father  in  his  Hartford  business 


of  trucking.  In  the  four  years  of  his  con- 
nection therewith  he  has  shown  great  persever- 
ance and  industry  in  the  pro-motioni  of  its 
growth,  and  has,  with  his  tact,  an  intelligent 
comprehension  of  its  varied  and  important  in- 
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terests  well  fitting-  him'  to  take  entire  charge 
on  the  resignation  of  Francis  H.  He  has  been 
for  two  years  a member  of  Company  F,  First 
Regiment  Connecticut  National  Guard.  On 
October  15,  1902,  he  married  Grace  A.  Hig- 
gins, daughter  of  Mary  (Thomson.)  Higgins, 
of  Hartford.  (3)  Benjamin  Halsey  was  born 
November  9,  1885.  (4)  Charles  S.,  October 

8,  1888.  (5)  Esther,  November  30,  1890,  all 

at  Deep  River. 

Mr.  Spencer  is  the  possessor  of  a warm 
and  sunny  disposition.  He  has  made  many  sac- 
rifices for  his  farrjily,  as  well  as  for  others, 
and  his  love  of  home  is  a part  of  his  very 
.nature.  In  his  domestic  life  he  has  been  a 
devoted  son,  husband  and  father.  In  his  wife 
he  found  a true  woman,  and  a sincere  friend, 
and  a warm  second  in  the  exercise  of  that  true 
hospitality  that  makes  his  Deep  River  and 
Hartford  homes  a favored  resort.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Spencer  are  consistent  members  01 
the  Baptist  Church  at  Deep  River,  of  which 
he  is  a trustee,  and  has  been  a deacon  since 
1892. 

In  1884  Mr.  Spencer  represented  his  town 
in  the  State  Legislature,  and  again  in  1893. 
During  his  first  term  of  service  he  wras  ap- 
pointed a member  of  the  commission  on  the 
dedication  of  the  Gov.  Buckingham  statue,  an 
appropriate  appointment,  Mr.  Spencer  having 
been  brought  up  and  educated  in  Lebanon,  the 
native  town  of  the  great  war  Governor.  In  the 
session  of  1893  he  served  as  a member  of  the 
committees  on  Public  Health  and  Safety,  Ju- 
dicial Nomination,  and  Humane  Institutions. 
His  services  on  the  latter  committee  brought 
to  him  the  nomination,  by  Gov.  Luzon  B.  M'or- 
ris,  as  a member  of  the  State  Board  of  Chari- 
ties, to  fill  out  an  unexpired  term.  File  was 
reappointed  to  the  board  in  1895,  and  again  in 
1899  For  fifteen  years  he  has  been  a member 
of  the  board  of  education  of  his  own  town, 
and  from  1880  to  1896  was  chairman  of  the 
Republican  town  committee.  Ike  was  mod- 
erator, and  presided  at  the  town  meetings  for 
many  years. 

Mr.  Spencer  comes  from  a most  patriotic 
family,  who  gave  much  of  service  and  financial 
aid  to  the  cause  of  the  Colonies  during  the 
stormy  days  of  the  Revolution,  lie  is  of  the 
seventh  generation  from  Sergt.  Thomas  Spen- 
cer, already  referred  to  in  this  sketch,  and  the 
seven  generations  have  all  retained  their  birth- 
right of  residence  in  the  State  of  Connecticut 


Mr.  Spencer's  four  great-grandfathers  were  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  serving  faithfully  in 
the  army.  One  of  them  was  Joseph  Babcock, 
whose  canteen  is  now  in  the  possession  of  our 
subject;  another,  Capt.  Hibbard,  was  the  re- 
cruiting officer  for  Windham  county. 

From  his  early  childhood  Mir.  Spencer 
has  made  it  a motto  to  stick  at  a thing  until  it 
is  conquered,  and  in  this  lies  the  secret  of  his 
success.  He  is  a man  of  much  public  spirit 
and  enterprise,  and  enters  heartily  into  any 
project  intended  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
town.  His  energy  and  judgment  make  him  a 
valued  member  of  the  community.  He  is  an 
agreeable  and  companionable  man,  and  is  not 
only  well  liked  in  his  owd  town  and  vicinity, 
hut  has  made  many  friends  throughout  the 
State.  1 

LINSLEY.  The  Linsley  family,  of  which 
Mrs.  George  F.  Spencer,  of  Deep  River,  Conn., 
is  a member,  is  of  English  extraction,  and  just- 
ly lays  claim  to  the  honor  of  having  been 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Connecticut.  The 
English  home  of  the  family  was  southwest  of 
and  not  far  from  London.  There  were  sever- 
al ways  of  spelling  the  name,  but  Linle,  Find- 
ley or  Lindsley  were  commonly  used  in  Eng- 
land. The  description  of  the  coat  of  arms  is  as 
follows  : Sa.,  a lion  ramp.,  between  eight  crosses 
pattee  fetched  ar. 

The  two  emigrant  ancestors  were  the  broth- 
ers John  and  Francis,  who  came  to  this  coun- 
try and  were  in  Branford,  Conn.,  in  1640,  but 
the  names  do  not  appear  on  record  until  1643. 
Fiancis  married  Sarah  Culpepper,  and  later 
removed  to  New  Jersey,  and  the  present  resi- 
dents of  the  name  in  the  central  part  of  that 
S(ate  claimi  to  have  sprung  from  this  pioneer 
couple.  John  remained  in  Connecticut,  and  in 
1643  was  one  the  original  purchasers  of 
land,  and  he  settled  in  Totoket,  Conn.,  a part 
of  Branford.  He  was  twice  married.  It  is 
probable  that  his  first  marriage  took  place  in 
England,  and  his  wife,  Ellen,  died  April  6, 
1654.  On  June  2,  1656,  he  married  Sarah 
Pond,  lie  died  in  1698,  the  father  of  live  chil- 
dren: Jonathan;  John;  Mary,  horn  Febru- 

ary 2,  1652;  Ellen;  and  Hannah,  born  April 
i,  1654. 

(II)  John  Linsley,  son  of  John,  the  emi- 
grant, died  in  1684.  Of  the  children  liorn  to 
him  and  his  wife.  Hannah,  two.  John  and 
Jonathan,  were  baptized  in  i(>8,8. 
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(III)  John  Linsley,  the  third  to  bear  the 
name,  was  known  as  Ensign  John.  In  1699 
he  married  Mary  daughter  of  Thomas  Harri- 
son, an  early  settler  of  Totoket,  and  they  had 
five  children  : M'ary,  born  June  1,  1701 ; John, 
February  20,  1703;  Elizabeth,  January  20, 
1705;  Lieut.  Joseph,  November  28,  1707;  and 
Ebenezer,  November  11,  1711. 

(IV)  Lieut.  Joseph  Linsley,  son  of  John 
(3),  born  November  28.  1707,  married,  Mhy 

27,  1731,  Lydia  Wilford.  He  was  the  first 

Linsley  that  settled  in  North  ford.  Their  ten 
children  were:  Joseph,  born  June  2,  1732, 

died  April  16,  1803.  Dan,  born  October  9, 
1734,  is  mentioned  below.  Josiah,  born  July 
9,  1736,  married  Rachel  Fowler,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1796.  Lydia,  married  September  12, 

1757,  Tlitus  Munson,  and  died  January  23, 
1776.  Abigail,  married  July  6,  1768,  Silas 
Benton,  and  died  February  27,  1811.  Rebecca, 
born  Sept.  4,  1748  ( ?),  married,  December  31, 
1772,  Jared  Taintor.  and  died  April  25,  1819. 
Elizabeth,  born  in  March,  1746,  married,  De- 
cember 28,  1769,  Jonathan  Tyler,  and  died 
October  15,  1830.  James  and  John,  twins, 
were  born  in  1750;  the  former  died  June  2, 
1757;  the  latter  married  Jerusha  Linsley,  and 
died  January  15,  1826.  Solomon,  born  in 
1752,  died  November  5,  1814;  his  wife’s  name 
was  Thankful. 

( V ) Dan  Linsley,  son  of  Lieut.  Joseph, 
born  October  9,  1734,  married  November  13, 

1758,  Annie  Tyler,  born  in  1737,  and  their 
children  were:  Chloe  married  a Mr.  Dawson. 
Anna,  born  in  1739,  married  Medad  Taintor, 
and  died  May  4,  1817.  Hannah,  born  in  1761, 
married  Capt.  Stephen  Smith,  and  died  June 

28,  1837.  fames,  born  July  9,  1763,  is  men- 
tioned below.  Dan,  the  youngest,  died  April 
17,  1825. 

(VI)  James  Linsley,  son  of  Dan,  born 

July  9,  1763,  married,  September  28,  1786, 
Sarah  Maltby,  who  was  born  in  May,  1763. 
Mr.  Linsley  died  November  23,  1828,  and  Mrs. 
Linsley  passed  away  March  16,  1848.  He  was 
a private  in  Capt.  Ephraim  Cook's  company  of 
Connecticut  troops,  which  turned  out  to  repel 
the  enemy  at  New  Haven,  July  5,  1779,  at  the 
time  of  what  is  known  a,s  “Tfyon’s  Invasion.” 
James  Linsley  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age 
when  he  took  part  in  this  patriotic  work.  His 
children  were  as  follows  : ( 1 ) James  Hiarvey, 

born  May  5,  1787,  married,  February  1,  1818, 
Sophia  Brainerd  Lyon.  He  was  graduated 


from  Yale  College,  became  a Baptist  minister, 
and  was  prominent  in  the  early  history  of  that 
church  in  Connecticut.  He  wras  a fine  ornith- 
ologist, and  wrote  and  published  a book  on 
“American  Birds,”  and  prepared  a fine  cabi- 
net of  them,  over  sixty  years  ago.  This  col- 
lection is  in  a remarkably  fine  state  of  preserva- 
tion. His  daughter  Elizabeth  took  charge  of 
the  collection  after  the  death  of'  her  distin- 
guished father,  and  upon  her  death  it  went  to 
the  Museum  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.  Rev.  James 
Harvey  was  the  father  of"  Sophia  Emelia 
Phelps,  wife  of  S.  Dryden  Phelps,  D.  D.,  of 
New  Haven,  and  the  grandfather  of  William 
Lyon  Phelps,  Professor  at  this  time  of  Eng- 
lish Literature  at  Yale  University;  Sophia 
Lyon,  deceased:  Rev.  Dryden  W.,  of  New  Ha- 
ven; and  Rev.  Arthur  S.,  of*  Colorado.  Rev. 
Mr.  Linsley  died  at  his  home  in  Stratford,, 
Conn.,  December  26,  1843.  (2)  Olive,  born 

September  21,  1789,  married,  June  2,  1811, 
Asai  Foote.  (3)  Esther,  born  March  2,  1792, 
married,  in  November,  1822,  Augustus  Black- 
stone,  and  died  January  19,  1866.  (4)  Emily, 

born  April  14,  1794  married,  in  December, 
1815,  Samuel  Cooper,  and  died  August  18, 
1839,  leaving  descendants  in  New-  Haven.  (5) 
Elizabeth  Ml,  born  July  21,  1796,  married, 
August  21,  1832,  Samuel  Bullock;  their  de- 
scendants are  in  Pennsylvania.  (6)  Dan  Eve- 
lyn, born  March  14,  1800,  married  Betsey 
Hoadley,  and  removed  to*  the  West.  He  died 
in  1873,  leaving  descendants  in  Illinois  and 
New  York.  (7)  Sarah  M..  born  June  2,  1802 
died  August  7,  1886.  (8)  Delight  U.  was 

born  April  8,  1804.  (9)  John  Stephen,  born 

July  19,  1806,  is  mentioned  at  length  below. 
(10)  Jeremiah,  born  August  9,  1809,  died  in 
February,  1811. 

(VII  ) John  Stephen  Linsley,  son  of  James, 
and  the  father  of  Mrs.  George  F.  Spencer, 
was  born  July  19,  1806.  On  November  11, 
1834,  he  married  Eliza  Ann  Halsey,  of  Bridge- 
hampton,  Long  Island,  w ho  w as  born  August 
31,  1809,  and  they  had  six  children,  namely: 
James  Halsey,  John  S.,  Hannah,  Benjamin  M.. 
(deceased),  Harvey  and  Esther  Ann. 

(VIII)  (1)  James  Halsey  Linsley,  born 
September  6,  1835,  son  of  John  Stephen  and 
Eliza  Ann  Halsey  was  graduated  from  the 
Connecticut  State  Normal  School  in  1857,  and 
subsequently  taught  school  several  winters  in 
Connecticut  and  other  States.  He  was  also  a 
farmer.  He  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Tenth 
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Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  August, 
1861,  and  served  until  August,  1865.  He 
saw  much  arduous  service,  and  was  wounded 
three  times  in  action — at  Kinston,  N.  C.,  De- 
cember 14,  1862;  at  Strawberry  Plains,  Via., 
July  26,  1864;  and  at  Fort  Gregg,  Va.,  April 
2,  1865.  H'e  was  commended  by  his  de- 
partment commander  for  special  service  and 
the  capture  of  the  enemy’s  outposts  near  Dutch 
Gap,  Va.,  in  July,  1864.  He  became  captain  of 
his  company  and  was  mustered  out  with  that 
rank.  His  two  brothers,  John  S.  and  Benja- 
min M.,  were  also  in  the  service.  James  FI. 
Linsley  married  Catherine  D.,  daughter  of 
Dean  Conant,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  has  two 
children,  Eleanor  Bonnev  and  Arthur  M. 
Eleanor  married  Albert  Johnson,  of  Elliott, 
Conn.,  and  has  two  children,  Arthur  and  Wil- 
ford. 

(VIII)  (2)  John  S.  Linsley,  M.  D.,  was 
born  January  22,  1838,  was  graduated  from 
the  Connecticut  State  Normal  School  in  1858, 
and  taught  school.  He  studied  medicine  one 
year  with  Dr.  E.  C.  Sanford,  of  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  great  Civil 
war  enlisted  in  the  Tenth  Connecticut  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  later  being  transferred  to>  the 
Fourteenth  United  States  Regulars.  He  was 
made  hospital  steward  and  was  detached  from 
his  regiment  and  placed  on  duty  at  the  Officers’ 
Hospital  on  Bedloe’s  Island,  New  York  Har- 
bor. After  the  close  of  the  war  he  continued 
the  study  of  medicine,  and  attended  the  Honneo^ 
pathic  Medical  College  of  New  York  City, 
where  he  subsequently  practiced  his  profession 
for  over  thirty-five  years.  He  is  now  re- 
tired. He  was  married  to  Mary  Lyon,  of 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  had  four  children : 
Mary,  who  married  Cornelius  J.  Horton,  of 
White  Plains,  N).  Y.,  and  has  four  children, 
Hubert,  Muriel,  Monmouth  and  Evelyn;  Lill- 
ian, who  married  Alfred  McConnell,  resides  at 
Redding,  Conn.,  and  has  one  child.  Grace 
Mary;  Edith;  and  Gertrude,  who  died  young. 

(VI II)  (3)  Hannah  Linsley,  bom  No- 
vember 23,  1 839,  resides  at  North  ford.  Conn., 
unn  arried. 

(VIII)  (4)  Benjamin  Maltby  Linsley,  the 
third  son  of  this  patriotic  family,  was  born 
November  2,  1841,  and  attended  the  district 
schools,,  New  Britain  high  school,  and  the 
Suffield  (Conn.)  Literary  Institute.  After 
his' graduation,  in  July.  1862,  he  also  entered 
the  army,  enlisting  in  the  Fourteenth  United 


States  Regulars,  and  with  his  regiment  partici- 
pated in  many  engagements,  and  was  "miss- 
ing” and  never  found  after  the  terrible  battle 
of  the  Wilderness,  in  May,  1864.  He  had 
successfully  passed  an  examination  for  a com- 
mission as  first  lieutenant  in  the  One  Plundred 
Eighth  Ulnited  States  Colored  Troops,  and  the 
commission  arrived  the  morning-  his  regiment 
went  into  the  battle.  He  w'as  to  take  command 
in  his  regiment  in  June,  1864,  by  special  order 
No.  216,  War  Department,  Series  1864.  At 
the  time  of  his  enlistment  he  was  preparing 
for  the  ministry.  He  was  a brilliant  scholar, 
and  a devout  Christian. 

(VIII)  (5)  Harvey  Linsley  was  born 
April  23,  1843,  and  received  a liberal  educa- 
tion, attending  the  Connecticut  State  Normal 
School,  graduating  from  the  Suffield  (Conn.) 
Literary  Institute  in  1866  and  attended  Brown 
University  one  year,  and  the  Crozier  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  at  Chester,  Pa.,  from  which 
he  wras  graduated  in  1870.  He  returned  to  his 
home  in  Connecticut.  He  was  ordained  a 
minister,  and  became  the  pastor  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Buckfield,  Maine,  where  he  re- 
mained four  years.  Removing  to'  Colorado,  he 
represented  the  Baptist  work  there  for  four- 
teen years,  with  his  excellent  and  persevering 
companion  doing  most  faithful  and  successful 
work,  and  organizing  many  churches  through- 
out the  State.  Returning  to  Connecticut  about 
1889,  he  became  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  New  Hartford,  thence  going  to  South  Wind- 
sor for  four  years,  then  to  Zion’s  Hill,  at  Suf- 
field. Conn.,  where  he  is  at  present  ( 1902).  He 
was  married  in  March,  1873,  to  Rachel  Keyes, 
of  Bennington,  Vt.,  and  their  children  are: 
Grace,  born  in  Maine,  died  in  Colorado;  Rav, 
who  graduated  from  Vermont  Academv.  mar- 
ried Flora  Ladd,  has  one  child,  and  lives  in 
Bristol,  Conn.;  Vivian  Halsey,  a Baptist  min- 
ister; Edna,  a student  at  Holyoke  College;  and 
twins,  Earl  Garfield  (a  student  at  Colgate  Uni- 
versity) and  Paul  Unison.  When  the  war 
with  Spain  began  Ray  enlisted  in  the  First 
Connecticut  Infantry,  and  was  in  camp  with 
his  regiment  in  Georgia,  where  lie  had  typhoid 
fever  of  which  so  many  of  hi-'  comrades  died. 

SILAS  PAYNE.  The  Payne  family  has 
resided  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Portland 
since  the  17th  century.  It  was  about  that 
time  that  settlers  left  Middletown,  crossed  the 
Connecticut  river,  and  began  the  settlement  of 
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what  was  then  East  Middletown.  From  that 
time  the  Paynes  have  always  been  one  of  the 
first  families,  and  numbered  among  the  best 
citizens.  John  Payne  was  the  first  of  the 
name  to  come  to  Middletown,  where  he  was 
well  knowfn  in  the  early  days,  and  Silas  Payne 
is  today  the  only  male  representative  of  his 
generation  left  in  the  towtn. 

John  Payne  and  Mary  Martin  were  mar- 
ried August  i,  1676,  in  Middletown,  the  same 
year  that  he  came  to  this  early  settlement.  He 
died  in  December,  1681,  leaving  one  son,  Job, 
and  two  daughters,  Patience  and  Abigail. 

Job  Payne,  son  of  John  and  Mary,  was 
born  in  Middletowln,  May  1,  1678,  and  was  the 
first  of  the  family  to  come  to  East  Middletown, 
now  Portland.  He  located  near  the  little  lake 
which  now  bears  his  name,  being  known  as 
Job's  Pond.  On  January  11,  1699,  he  mar- 
ried Susannah  Eggleston,  a daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Eggleston,  and  she  died  in  1701.  In  May, 
1704,  Job  Payne  married  for  his  second  wife, 
Elizabeth  Hall.  He  died  February  25,  1764, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  later  in  the  same 
year. 

John  Payne,  son  of  Job,  was  born  April  7, 
1706,  and  he  died  June  22,  1786.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  lived  near  Job's  Pond,  in  Portland. 
He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was 
Sarah  Young,  who  died  February  28,  1 773- 
O11  January  12,  1775,  he  married  Lucy  Board- 
man,  who  was  the  widow  of  Mr.  Washburn 
and  Mr.  Montgomery.  John  Payne  and  Sar- 
ah Young  had  twlo  sons,  Reuben  and  Amasa, 
of  whom  the  latter  went  to  Ohio. 

Reuben  Payne  was  born  in  Portland  in 
1762.  He  received  a bounty  from  a grateful 
country  for  his  services  in  the  War  of  the  Rev- 
olution. He  was  a farmer,  residing  near  the 
present  site  of  the  Portland  town  poorhouse, 
and  was  a prominent  man  in  the  community. 
Taking  an  active  part  in  church  affairs,  he  ex- 
erted a wide  influence  for  good. 

His  first  wife  whom  he  married  Novem- 
ber 4,  1784,  wlas  Elizabeth  Hamlin,  who  was 
born  January,  30,  1763,  a descendant  of  Giles 
Hamlin,  who  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
men  in  the  early  history  of  Middletown,  ac- 
cording to  this  lineage  : Giles  Hamlin  ; Will- 

iam ; Charles ; and  Elizabeth.  Reuben 
Payne  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  five 
children:  (1)  John,  born  October  12,  1785, 

was  a merchant  in  Portland,  where  he  died.  He 


married  Hannah  Hall,  and  left  a family,  j 
among  whom  was  Rev.  Dr.  William  Payne,  an 
Episcopal  clergyman.  (2)  Alfred,  born  No- 
vember 5,  1787,  wlas  a farmer  on  Penfield  Hill. 

(3)  Job  Hamlin,  born  August  6,  1790,  was  the 
father  of  Silas.  (4)  Sally,  born  March  31,  j ; 
1795'  married  a Mr.  Henry  Shepard,  of  Mid-  1 
die  Iladdam,  May  9,  1826.  (5)  Anna  W.,  J : 

born  January  7,  1805,  died  unmarried.  The 
father  o>f  these  children  died  July  31,  1810. 

Job  Hamlin  Payne  was  born  August  6,  ( 

1790,  on  the  farm  where  his  son  Reuben  lived  1 
in  later  years.  His  early  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  Penfield  Hill  district  school,  and 
he  was  reared  after  the  fashion  that  shaped  the 
training  of  the  farmer  boys  of  his  time.  Af- 
ter marriage  he  located  on  the  same  farm 
where  Silas  now  lives,  and  where  all  his  fam- 
ily were  born  and  reared.  He  wlas  one  of  the 
good  farmers  of  his  time,  and  reared  a family 
that  compared  with  the  best  in  the  town.  In  1 
politics  he  was  first  a Whig,  but  be-  | 
came  a Republican  on  the  formation  of  \ 
that  party.  Profoundly  interested  in 
church  affairs,  he  was  a ’ hard  worker  f 
for  the  interests  of  religion,  and  for  f 
many  years  he  was  a deacon  of  the  First  j 
Congregational  Church  in  Portland,  and  when  . 
that  society  divided  he  became  a deacon  in  the  f 
second  organization.  He  was  a man  of  the  | 
most  unswerving  integrity,  a hard  worker,  and  j 
exerted  a most  wholesome  influence  upon  all  1 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  and  his 
brother  John  together  owned  the  farm  on  i 
which  he  lived  and  died,  but  after  a little  John  1 
sold  out,  and  Job  H.  became  the  sole  owner  of 
the  farm  which  has  become  a family  home-  ! 
stead.  He  added  more  land  to  it.  and  became  { 
one  of  the  foremost  land-owners  and  farmers  ■ 
of  his  day.  His  family  of  boys  were  of  tire  ! 
most  substantial  type,  and  as  they  became  men 
engaged  in  farming  on  the  paternal  estate,  and.  [ 
helped  their  sire  'in  his  very  successful  ca-  j 
reel*.  In  later  years  the  estate  was  divided,  * 
and  provided  them  with  good  farms  of  their  j 
own.  The  father  was  a well-known  citizen  j 
of  the  best  type,  and  had  a host  of  friends.  1 
Job  Hamlin  Payne  was  married  June  28,  1815,  | 
to  Orilla  Shepard,  who  was  born  June  22, 

1794,  daughter  of  Lieutenant  Daniel  Shepard, 

Jr.,  who  livid  to  be  ninety-seven  years  old, 
and  Ruth  (Penfield)  Shepard  (who  was  the  j 
widow  of  John  Wilcox),  daughter  of  Col.  1 
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John  Penfield.  She  died  July  6,  1853,  at 
age  of  ninety  years.  Although  she  became  very 
deaf  in  her  later  years,  she  is  remembered  as 
a remarkable  woman  in  many  wajs.  The 
children  born  to  Job  H.  Payne  and  wife  were 
as  follows:  (1)  Franklin,  born  June  2 2, 

1816,  w!as  known  far  and  wide  as  Deacon 
Franklin  Payne.  Fie  was  a successful  farm- 
er and  a pioneer  in  fruit  growing,  especially 
in  the  line  of  peaches.  His  first  wife  was  Al- 
mira A.  Pelton,  who  died  in  1881.  In  1884 
he  married  Miss  E.  Elizabeth  Wilcox,  who 
survives  him.  He  died  March  10,  1899, 

highly  respected  as  a useful  citizen.  He  was 
a deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church,  to 
which  position  he  was  chosen  in  February, 
1851,  and  served  in  that  capacity  as  long  as 
he  lived.  He  had  a son  Lyman,  and  a daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth,  the  latter  now  the  wife  of 
William  E.  Craig,  of  Danbury.  (2)  Lucy 
Wilcox,  born  June  10,  1818,  died  Septem- 
ber 4,  1885,  a,t  the  home  of  her  sister  in  Dan- 
bury. (3)  Reuben,  born  August  29,  1820, 
was  a successful  farmer,  and  one  of  the  good 
citizens  of  his  time.  He  was  married  May  15, 
1851,  to  Miss  E.  N.  Clark,  of  Chatham,  and 
his  second  wife  was  Miss  Abbey  Bell.  He 
died  February  27,  1897.  (4)  Daniel,  born 

October  4,  1823,  remained  in  Portland  the 
first  thirty  years  of  his  life,  and  then  went  to 
Windsor,  where  he  made  his  home  on  Stony 
Hill.  He  died  April  4,  1892.-  On  November 
2,  1855,  he  married  Miss  Grace  E.  Stewart, 
(5)  Eliza,  born  October  4,  1826,  married 

Harvey  Williams,  June  24,  1850.  He  was 
the  first  ticket  agent  at  Hartford  for  the  Fish- 
kill  & Providence  Railroad,  and  later  at 
Danbury,  on  the  Norwalk  and  Danbury  divi- 
sion of  what  is  now  the  Consolidated  Rail- 
road. She  died  November  19,  1890.  (6)  Si- 
las Payne,  the  subject  'of  this  article,  was  born 
April  6,  1830.  (7)  Edward,  born  July  10, 

1833,  one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of 
Middletown,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Middletown  Plate  Company,  but  is  now  retired 
fsee  sketch  elsewhere).  (8)  Harriet,  born 
February  1,  1837,  never  married,  and  died 
September  4,  1880.  The  father  of  this  in- 
teresting family  died  August  4,  1856,  and  his 
widow,  September  11,  1881.  They  were  both 
interred  in  Center  cemetery. 

Silas  Payne  had  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Penfield  Hill  and  remembers 


among  his  earlier  teachers  Cephas  Brown,  of 
Moodus,  Conn.  At  the  time  of  his  attendance 
at  Penfield  Hill  it  was  one  of  the  largest 
schools  in  the  town.  When  Harrison  Whit- 
comb taught,  it  had  one  hundred  and  twenty 
pupils  enrolled,  and  they  were  all  Yankees,  ex- 
cept one,  Hugh  Garvey,  an  Irishman.  To- 
day this  district  has  but  seventeen  atten- 
dants and  all  but  two  are  of  foreign  parent- 
age. Such  is  one  of  the  many  changes 
wrought  in  the  rural  districts  of  Connecticut 
as  compared  with  a half  century  ago.  At 
Portland  young  Silas  attended  a select  school 
taught  by  Evelyn  Overton.  He  was  reared  a 
farmer,  and  spent  his  youthful  days  on  the 
farm  where  he  nowj  resides.  When  he  was 
fifteen  years  old  he  spent  three  months  in  a 
store  at  Deep  River,  and  when  eighteen,  work- 
ed a few  months  for  a farmer  in  Westfield, 
Conn.  These  are  the  only  instances  of  his 
departure  from  the  home  farm. 

On  January  18,  i860,  Mr.  Payne  married 
Miss  Lucretia  D.  Brainerd,  of  Haddam,  who 
was  born  in  that  town,  a daughter  of  Ansel, 
Jr.,  and  Sarah  (Day)  Brainerd.  Her  father 
was  the  proprietor  of  a stone  quarry  and  a 
successful  farmer.  The  Brainerds  are  one  of 
the  old  families  of  the  county,  and  have  long 
been  prominent  in  its  affairs.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Silas  Payne  were  born  three  children : 
( 1 ) Anna  O.,  who  lived  to  be  over  thirty 
years  old,  died  unmarried  at  home.  (2)  Alva 
B.,  born  October  11,  1866.  married  Addie 
Virginia  Goodrich,  of  Glastonbury,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Goodrich,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Marion  Hepzibah  (horn  July  18,  1806). 
and  Anna  May  (born  February  27.  1901). 
Alva  B.  Payne  has  an  excellent  baritone  voice 
and  is  one  of  the  best  known  vocalists  in  the 
county,  and  has  been  heard  in  some  of  the 
most  exclusive  church  choirs  in  this  section 
of  the  State:  he  resides  with  his  father,  and 
follows  farming.  (3)  Mai  Louisa,  died  at 
the  age  of  eight  years. 

Silas  Payne  remained  on  the  home  farm 
after  the  death  of  his  father,  and  bought  out 
all  the  other  heirs,  and  here  he  has  lived  to 
the  present  moment,  lie  owns  a fine  farm  of 
123  acres,  anil  has  greatly  improved  and  en- 
larged the  home.  For  years  before  the  abo- 
lition of  the  office  he  was  road  agent  in  Port- 
land, and  has  served  on  the  hoard  of  relief. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pavne  are  both  members  of  the 


552 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Congregational  Church.  He  has  an  excellent 
basso  voice,  and  for  twenty  years  was  the  lead- 
er of  the  choir  in  the  North  Church.  Mr. 
Payne  has  taken  for  some  years  a deep  inter- 
est in  horses,  and  is  widely  known  as  a 
horseman.  He  has  raised  some  very  speedy 
animals,  and  has  a quick  eye  for  the  fine 
points  of  a horse.  The  Payne  name  is  time- 
honored  in  Portland,  and  it  has  not  lost  any- 
thing at  the  hands  of  its  present  possessor. 

CARLO'S  HALE,  a retired  merchant  of 
Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  resides  in  his 
very  pleasant  home  at  South  Farrrls,  where 
he  is  enjoying  an  ample  competence,  the  ac- 
cumulation of  busy  years. 

The  Hale  family  is  an  old  one  in  this  State, 
and  has  supplied  many  good  citizens.  They 
are  all  descended  from  Samuel  and  Thomas 
Hale,  the  former  of  whom  was  in  Hartford  as 
early  as  1637,  and  served  in  the  Pequot  war. 
This  family  was  originally  settled  in  Wales, 
though  it  has  been  in  this  country  for  over 
two  hundred  and  sixty-five  years.  The  Hales 
were  in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  about  the  begin- 
ning of  the  century,  and  later  in  Chatham, 
Conn.,  and  from  that  place  the  grandparents 
of  Carlos  Hale  removed  to  Enfield. 

Jonathan  Hale,  grandfather  of  Carlos, 
lived  in  what  is  now  Portland.  He  died  when 
about  forty  years  of  age  from  accidentally 
cutting  his  knee  while  building  a cider  mill  at 
Enfield.  He  married  .Mary  Clark  from  Clark’s 
Hill,  and  his  children  were  as  follows  : Lu- 

cinda married  Mr.  Sparks;  Polly  married  and 
went  to  Ohio;  Lorrada  married  Capt.  Alfred 
Davis;  Nancy;  Caroline;  Eben  was-  the  father 
of  Carlos;  Chauncey  lived  and  died  in  New 
Britain;  David  lived  in  West  Springfield.  The 
father  removed  from  Chatham  to  Enfield, 
where  he  died.  He  was  a drum  major  in  the 
Revolutionary  army,  and  his  widow  received 
a pension  for  years.  For  her  second  husband 
sbe  married  Elisha  Button,  and  he  died  at 
South  Wilbraham,  Mass. ; sbe  died  in  Somers, 
Conn,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven. 

Eben  Hale  was  born  at  Chatham  July  1, 
1780,  and  moved  with  his  parents  to  Enfield 
when  about  twenty  years  old.  He  was  a 
farmer,  and  an  honorable,  hard-working  man. 
On  October  16.  1811,  at  Enfield,  he  married 
Mary  Prior,  who  was  born  February  13,  1785, 
and  their  children  were  as  follows:  Nathan- 

iel P.,  born  October  14,  1812,  died  October  3, 


1863,  in  Somers,  Conn.  Catherine,  born  April 
4,  1815,  died  in  Buffalo,  the  widow  of  David  1 
Clark.  Jonathan  C-.,  born  September  1,  1817, 
died  in  Kansas ; he  married  Abigail  Foster,  of 
Ellington,  Conn.  Norton,  born  June  27,  1819, 
was  in  the  milk  business  at  Buffalo;  he  died  in 
Somers,  Conn.,  July  28,  1848.  Carlos  was 
born  April  13.  1823.  Eben  Hale  died  in  South  > 
Farms  in  May,  1866.  His  wife  died 
August  11,  1858  in  Long  Meadow,  M!ass.,  and  , 

is  buried  with  her  husband  at  Somers,  Conn.  j 
Mr.  Hale  was  a farmer  all  his  life.  He  bought  £ 
out  the  other  heirs  in  the  homestead  at  Scitico,  1 
and  resided  there  for  years.  Later  selling  this 
place,  he  bought  a farm  on  Hall  Hill,  in  the  ; 
town  of  Somers,  where  his  son  Jonathan  was  | 
in  partnership  with  him.  Still  later  he  bought  j 
a farm  in  Long  Meadow,  Mass.,  at  which  ! 
place  his  wife  died.  A few  years  later,  at  the  j 
age  of  eighty-four  years,  lie  went  to  Mjiddle- 
towh  to  make  his  home  with  his  son  Carlos,  | 
and  there  died.  Politically  he  was  a Demo-  f 
crat  in  his  later  years. 

Carlos  Hale  was  born  at  Enfield,  and  his 
educational  advantages  -were  such  as  the  dis- 
trict schools  afforded.  He  attended  in  the  ■ 

short  winter  months  and  spent  the  summers  t 

in  hard  labor.  At  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  ; 

went  to  Hazardville,  where  he  entered  the  tin  * 

shop  of  Albert  and  John  Olmsted,  to  learn  f 

the  trade.  FT  is  wages  for  the  first  three  years  i 

were  small,  but  he  learned  the  trade  thorough-  j 

ly  and  became  a master  workman.  He  worked  f 

as  a journeyman  in  Springfield  and  Pittsfield, 
Mlass.,  saved  his  earnings  and  went  into-  busi- 
ness in  Farmington,  Conn.,  with  his  brother 
Norton,  who  had  been  in  Buffalo,  and  had 
been  obliged  to  return  to-  Connecticut  on  ac-  ; 
count  of  his  health.  They  did  business  under 
the-  firm!  name  of  C.  & N.  Hale.  Hr.  Hale  » 

left  Farmington  on  the  death  of  his  brother  : 

and  located  at  Indian  Orchard,  Mass.,  where  j 

he  was  in  business  a few  years.  In  1853  he  I 

came  to  Middletown  and  started  business  in 
a most  modest  and  usassuming  way.  He  trav- 
eled on  the  roach  selling  tinware  from  the 
wagon,  and  had  one  hundred  dollars  a month 
salary.  In  later  years  he  opened  for  himself 
a store  on  Main  street,  in  Middletown,  where 
he  handled  tinware  and  stoves,  and  did  a 
plumbing  business.  He  was  a good  salesman, 
a genial  and  accommodating  tradesman,  and 
it  was  not  long-  before  he  was  able  to'  command  , 
the  largest  patronage  of  any  firm1  in  town.  In 
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1890  Mr.  Hale  sold  out  his  business  interests, 
and  has  lived  retired  since  that  time.  During 
the  many  years  of  his  business  career  he  es- 
tablished a reputation  for  strict  integrity  and 
ability  which  gained  for  him  the  highest  es- 
teem, not  only  of  his  customers,'  but  also  of 
his  associates  in  the  commercial  world.  In 
1864  Mr.  Hale  removed  to  South  Farms,  and 
has  lived  in  that  attractive  suburb  since.  He 
owns  a fine  home  there  and  a number  of  at- 
tractive residence  properties,  and  is  said  to  be 
one  O'f  the  largest  real-estate  owners  in  South 
Farms.  Since  his  retirement  from  active  busi- 
ness Mr.  Hale  has  given  much  attention  to 
real  estate  and  other  investments. 

Mr.  Hale  and  Mliss  Lenora  E.  Pease  were 
married  August  18,  1847,  in  M ilbraham, 

Mass.  She  was  born  September  20,  1829,  at 
Wilbraham,  daughter  of  Capt.  Shubel  and 
Betsy  (Kibbe)  Pease.  Mrs.  Hale  had  only 
a common-school  education,  but  she  learned 
rapidly,  and  became  a well-informed  woman. 
They  had  children  as  follows:  Katie  E.,  born 
February  13,  1849,  married  J.  J.  Hubbard, 
and  had  two  children,  George  E.  and  John 
Frederick;  Mrs.  Hubbard  died  February  20, 
1895,  and  was  buried  at  Farm  Hill.  Emma  F., 
born  September  4,  1855,  married  William 
Skinner  and  lives  at  South  Far  mis ; they  have 
two  daughters,  Mabel  (now  Mrs.  Bertrand 
Pierce,  of  Hartford)  and  Lillian  Mj.  Bertha 
J.,  born  August  5,  1866,  is  the  widow  of  E. 
R.  White,  of  Middletown,  and  has  one  son, 
Percival  H.,  who  was.  born  April  17,  1892. 

Politically  Mr.  Flale  is  a stanch  Democrat. 
He  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  South  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Middletown.  He  is  a self- 
miade  man  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word,  and 
his  success  has  attested  the  workings  of  a 
strong  and  courageous  spirit.  Idis  abundant 
success  is  attributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the 
faithful  co-operation  of  his  worthy  helpmeet, 
whose  industry  has  been  that  of  a model  house- 
wife, and  has  been  fully  equaled  by  her  thrift 
and  providence.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hale  have 
lived  together  for  fifty-five  years,  and  are  one 
of  the  most  highly  respected  and  venerated 
couples  in  Middletown. 

CURTIS  GILBERT,  a well-to-do  farmer 
residing  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Newfield 
District,  town  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  coun- 
ty, comes  of  a family  long  established  in  Con- 
necticut. Its  history  begins  with  the  coming  of 


Jonathan  Gilbert,  who  settled  at  Hartford  be- 
fore 1644,  since  which  time  the  family  has 
been  represented  by  honorable  and  worthy 
members  in  the  business  and  religious  circles 
of  the  town,  and  for  nearly  two  hundred  and 
sixty  years  the  name  has  been  uniformly 
prominent  and  noteworthy. 

Timothy  Gilbert,  the  father  of  Curtis,  was 
a son  of  Benjamin  Gilbert,  who  was  the  grand- 
father of  Thomas  Gilbert,  under  whose  name 
the  family  history  is  very  fully  set  forth 
elsewhere.  Timothy  Gilbert  was  born 

September  7,  1790,  in  the  house  erect- 
ed by  his  father  and  now  occupied  by 
Orrin  Gilbert.  It  is  standing  on  land 
purchased  by  his  ancestors  from  the  In- 
dians. His  attendance  at  school  was  limited 
to  the  home  district,  and  when  he  had  finished 
there  he  worked  for  his  father,  after  he 
reached  adult  years  moving  to  his  own  place, 
which  his  father  had  given  him.  There  he 
erected  the  house  in  which  his  eldest  daugh- 
ter, Miss  Mary  H.  Gilbert,  is  now  living,  and 
where  his  life  was  spent.  This  house  was 
built  in  1815,  and  for  many  years  was  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  best  in  the  rural  settle- 
ments. On  that  place  Timothy  Gilbert  car- 
ried on  general  farming,  as  well  as  the  raising 
and  fattening  of  cattle  for  the  local  markets. 
Each  spring  and  fall  he  was  accustomed,  when 
work  was  slack,  to  burn  a kiln  of  brick,  the 
molding  being  done  entirely  by  hand.  The 
clay  was  found  on  his  farm,  and  the  kiln 
stood  south  of  his  house.  The  brick  used  in 
building  the  home  of  Curtis  Gilbert  was 
worked  out  in  this  way  from  his  own  farm. 
Timothy  Gilbert  was  a successful  and  care- 
ful man,  and  died  possessed  of  a large  prop- 
erty, on  January  28,  1870:  he  was  buried  in 
the  Indian  Id  ill  cemetery,  Middletown.  He 
was  accustomed  for  manv  years  previous  to 
his  death  to  visit  his  brother  Curtis,  a resi- 
dent of  Terre  Haute.  Ind.,  the  journey  each 
way  requiring  nearlv  two  weeks.  O11  one  of 
this  trips,  while  riding  outside  of  a stage,  he 
caught  a severe  cold,  which  settled  on  his 
lungs,  causing  his  death  after  considerable 
suffering.  Mr.  Gilbert  was  a man  of  marked 
domestic  habits,  a lover  of  his  home,  and  de- 
voted to  the  members  of  his  household.  1 he 
home  in  which  he  lived  was  a happy  one,  and 
was  the  scene  of  many  joyous  social  events. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  but  without 
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ambition  for  political  honors.  He  was  very 
active  in  the  Baptist  Church  in  Cromwell,  and 
throughout  his-  busy  and  industrious  life  never 
forgot  the  obligations  of  his  faith.  For  more 
than  twenty-five  years  previous  to  his  death 
he  served  this  church  as  a deacon,  and  his  no- 
ble and  manly  life  gave  strength  to  his  relig- 
ious affirmations. 

Timothy  Gilbert  was  married  November 
7,  1816,  to  Adah  Crowell,  Rev.  Abah  Jenks 
performing  the  ceremony.  She  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1791,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
(Hall)  Crowell,  farming  people  of  Middle- 
town,  and  died  September  28,  1889.  Mr.  and 
Mrs,  Gilbert  had  the  following  children  : ( 1 ) 
Mary  H.,  born  August  21,  1817,  is  unmar- 
ried, and  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  New- 
field.  (2)  Benjamin,  born  October  23,  1819, 
married  Alberta  Beach,  and  is  living  in  Long 
Hill.  (3)  Samuel,  born  December  21',  1821, 
married  Elizabeth  Richardson,  and  is  now  a 
retired  farmer  in  Meriden.  (4)  Adah,  born 
February  22,  1824,  married  James  P.  Foote, 
of  Durham,  of  whom  a sketch  may  be  found 
elsewhere.  (5)  Ebenezer,  born  April  3,  1826, 
married  for  his  first  wife  Elizabeth  Sumner, 
and  for  his  second  Matilda  Board.  He  died 
in  East  Haven,  Conn.,  where  he  was  very 
prominent.  (6)  Sarah,  born  September  20, 
1828,  married  Ward  Coe,  and  died  in  New 
Haven,  in  November,  1881.  Mr.  Coe  is  con- 
nected with  the  New  Haven  Web  Company. 
(7)  Curtis  is  mentioned  below.  (8)  Timo- 
thy, born  May  12,  1833,  married  Elizabeth 
Goodrich,  is  a farmer,  and  resides  in  Rocky 
Hill.  (9)  Martha,  born  October  7,  1837, 
married  Stebbins  Johnson,  and  is  a resident  of 
Elmwood,  Nebraska. 

Curtis  Gilbert  was  born  November  18, 
1830,  on  the  old  homestead,  the  farm  now  oc- 
cupied by  his  sister  Mary.  When  a boy  he 
went  to  the  district  school,  and  the  Durham 
Academy  in  its  more  palmy  days.  One  term 
at  the  academy  he  and  Guernsey  Parsons  were 
the  only  boys  in  attendance.  After  leaving 
school  young  Curtis  learned  the  trade  of  a 
joiner  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  under  Myers  & 
Bailey,  then  doing  a large  business  in  contract- 
ing and  building.  Mr.  Gilbert  received  $24 
and  his  board  the  first  year  and  an  increase  of 
wages  each  year  of  the  four  which  his  appren- 
ticeship covered.  He  boarded  with  Mr. 
Bailey,  and,  as  was  the  custom,  had  to  saw 


and  carry  in  all  the  fire  wood  for  the  family, 
this  being  done  after  eleven  hours  that  made 
up  a day’s  work  were  counted  off.  One  night 
he  sawed  twice  in  two  a cord  of  seasoned 
hickory  wood.  In  the  four  and  a half  years 
in  which  he  was  an  inmate  of  the  home  of  Mr. 
Bailey,  he  only  missed  one  Sunday  and  a half 
at  the  Episcopal  Sunday-school  and  church 
service.  This  apprenticeship  represented  a 
period  of  very  hard  work,  as  conveniences 
were  lacking,  and  everything  was  very  large- 
ly done  by  main  strength.  Mr.  Gilbert  left 
Myers  & Bailey  to  take  a place  with  E.  L. 
Roberts,  a noted  architect  and  builder  of  New 
York.  During  his  work  with  him  he  assisted 
in  building  many  elegant  residences  in  that 
city,  and  in  various  suburban  towns.  In  1854, 
at  the  request  of  his  father,  Mr.  Gilbert  came 
back  to  the  old  farm  in  Newfield,  and  assisted 
his  father  in  the  care  of  the  farm  until  he  was 
married,  when  he  moved  to  his  present  fine 
home.  In  this  building  the  woodwork  was 
done  by  Mr.  Gilbert  himself,  and  it  is  said  to 
be  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  constructed 
farm  houses  in  the  vicinity.  Curtis  Gilbert 
and  his  brother  Timothy  worked  the  home 
farm  for  several  years,  and  alsso  a farm  in 
Cromwell.  The  Cromwell  farm  was  later  sold, 
and  Curtis  Gilbert  owns  at  the  present  time  a 
fine  farm  of  sixty  acres. 

Curtis  Gilbert  was  married  January  5', 
i860,  to  Lucretia  Crowell,  who  was  born 
June  22,  1841,  in  East  Long  Hill,  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Caroline  (Crowell)  Crowell, 
farming  people  of  West  Long  Hill.  To  this 
union  came  one  child,  Walter  G.,  born  Au- 
gust 10,  1861,  who  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict and  a select  school,  and  married  Alice 
Fechter.  He  died  July  27,  1893,  and  his  wid- 
ow, who  married  a Mr.  Spear,  is  a resident 
of  New  Haven,  where  she  has  more  than  a 
local  reputation  as  a soprano  singer. 

Curtis  Gilbert  is  a Republican,  and  he  and 
Mrs.  Gilbert  belong  to  the  First  Church  of 
Christ  in  Middletown.  He  is  a very  pleas- 
and  gentleman,  and  with  his  estimable  wife 
commands  the  profound  respect  of  all  their  ac- 
quaintances. 

RICHARD  WILLIAM  POST.  The  an- 
cestral line  of  the  Post  family  reaches  back  to 
1 635,  when  Stephen  Post  came  from  Eng- 
land and  settled  near  Boston,  on  the  south  side 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


555 


of  the  Charles,  river,  where  he  had  a house  and 
twelve  acres  of  land.  In  1636  he  removed  to 
Hartford,  Conn.,  with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker, 
becoming-  one  of  the  original  proprietors 
there,  and  in  1641  he  held  the  office  of  consta- 
ble. In  1649  he  resided  at  Saybrook,  where 
he  died  in  1659. 

Abraham  Post,  son  of  Stephen,  was  made 
a freeman  in  1665,  an  ensign  in  1667,  and 
was  afterward  called  lieutenant.  He  married 
Mary  Jordan,  and  died  in  1671. 

Abraham  Post,  son  of  Abraham,  was  born 
in  1669.  He  was  one  of  the  original  four- 
teen founders  of  the  Congregational  Church 
at  Westbrook,  and  its  first  deacon,  and  died 
in  1747.  He  married  Elizabeth  Stevens,  in 
1700. 

John  Post,  son  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth, 
w|as  born  in  1700.  He  married  Lydia  Bush- 
nell,  and  became  the  father  of  John,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject. 

John  Post,  great-grandfather  of  Richard 
W.,  was  born  in  1738,  and  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  living  in  the  north  district  of 
Westbrook.  He  married  Chloe  Chapman 
and  the  children  of  this  marriage  were: 
Chloe,  John,  Jedediah,  Temperance  and  one 
that  died  unnamed. 

Jedediah  Post,  son  of  John,  wlas  born  De- 
cember 29,  1771.  Early  in  life  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  coasting  trade  on  Long  Island 
Sound,  and  was  a builder  of  small  craft  at  his 
home,  floating  them  at  high  tide.  Later  in 
life  he  engaged  in  milling  and  farming,  con- 
ducting a grist  mill  for  many  years.  As  an 
evidence  of  his  interest  in  church  affairs,  he 
was  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
for  a long  time,  but  later  withdrew  to  connect 
himself  with  the  Methodist  Church  of  West- 
brook, where  he  worshipped  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  Several  terms  he  represented  his 
town  in  the  Legislature,  and  was  prominently 
identified  with  all  public  affairs  in  the  town. 
While  Mr.  Post  never  had  any  educational 
opportunities,  nor  any  legal  training,  his  nat- 
ural ability  was  so  great  that  he  was  consulted 
by  the  people  of  the  vicinity  who  abided  by  his 
decisions,  thoroughly  believing  in  bis  judg- 
ments. He  was  married  to  Abigail  Lav,  bom 
in  1770,  and  the  children  of  this  union  were: 
Lvdia,  who  married  Nehemiah  Bushnell; 
Catherine,  who  married  John  Stannard ; Ab- 


igail, who  married  Daniel  Bushnell ; Dency, 
who  married  Elbert  Stannard ; Chloe,  who 
married  probably  Merritt  Kelsey;  Marietta, 
deceased;  Temperance,  who  married  John 
Bushnell ; Samuel,  who  died  young ; Cornelia, 
who  married  John  C.  Bushnell;  Mariette  (2)  ; 
Richard,  lost  at  sea ; Henry  L.,  who  married 
Laura  Ann  Jones,  was  the  father  of  the  pres- 
ent Mrs.  Post;  and  Jedediah,  the  father  of  our 
subject. 

Jedediah  Post  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead April  7,  1807.  While  still  a lad  he  went 
to  Madison,  Conn.,  where  he  learned  the  trade 
of  ship  carpenter  in  the  yards  of  Deacon  Hoyt, 
remaining  a number  of  years.  He  then  ob- 
tained employment  in  the  navy  yard,  in  New 
York,  later  going  to  Essex  where  he  worked  in 
the  ship  yards.  Several  years  later  he  re- 
turned to  Westbrook  and  was  engaged  almost 
continuously  in  ship  building,  and  in  the  sea- 
son followed  pier  fishing,  in  the  Connecticut 
river  at  Saybrook.  He  was  one  of  the  stock- 
holders in  the  piers,  quite  a sum  of  money  hav- 
ing been  invested  by  him  and  his  neighbors  in 
the  same.  The  later  years  he  devoted  to 
farming  on  the  land  which  he  had  purchased 
and  improved,  and  he  died  October  14,  1892, 
in  the  house  he  had  erected  in  1837,  and  which 
is  now  occupied  by  our  subject.  At  the  age  of 
sixty  he  had  the  misfortune  to  break  his  right 
leg,  and  this  caused  him  to  give  up  active 
life.  His  life  had  been  an  industrious  and 
exemplary  one,  he  had  accumulated  a compe- 
tency and  was  among  the  most  esteemed  of 
the  residents  of  Westbrook.  Mr.  Post  was  a 
stanch  supporter  of  Jacksonian  Democracy, 
and  acceptably  served  on  the  board  of  select- 
men. He  was  one  of  the  valued  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  Jedediah  Post 
married  Eliza  Spencer,  horn  in  1813,  a daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Saba  (Dee)  Spencer.  She 
died  in  1878.  Their  children  were:  Emo- 

gene,  horn  in  1833.  married  Samuel  Pratt, 
died  December  24,  1886;  Victoria,  born  in 
1837,  died  in  1838;  and  our  subject. 

Richard  W illiam  Post  was  born  November 
2O,  1840.  in  the  present  home  and  was  educated 
in  the  Westbrook  common  schools  and  the 
Academy.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  shipped 
before  the  mast  and  off  and  on  engaged  in  a 
seafaring  life  until  the  age  of  twenty-dour, 
making  one  trip  with  Capt.  Frederick  W. 
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Spencer,  of  Westbrook,  to  Liverpool,  Eng- 
land, on  the  ship  “Monarch  of  the  Seas,”  a 
vessel  of  1900  tons.  The  last  vessel  in  which 
our  subject  sailed  was  the  ‘‘Agassiz,”  a rev- 
enue cutter,  commanded  by  Captain  Amazine, 
which  vessel  was  stationed  in  and  about  New 
Bedford  wlaters. 

Air.  Post  left  the  water  in  1864,  and  re- 
turned to  Westbrook  where  he  was  engaged  in 
work  in  a bit  shop,  in  the  North  District. 
Thence  he  went  to  Seymour,  Conn.,  working 
there  in  an  auger  factory.  With  a short  time 
spent  in  pier  fishing,  and  a short  time  spent 
in  a machine  shop  in  Bridgeport,  the  year 
1876  came  round,  when  he  returned  to  West- 
brook and  took  charge  of  the  farm,  his  fa- 
ther being  too  crippled  to  continue  the  work. 

On  O'ctober  1,  1872,  Air.  Post  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Alary  Chapman,  who  was 
born  in  Westbrook,  July  25,  1841,  a daugh- 
ter of  Charles  Chapman.  She  died  May  8, 
1876.  On  November  29,  1893,  Mr.  Post  mar- 
ried Catherine  Post,  who  was  born  in  West- 
brook May  5,  1851,  a daughter  of  Henry  L. 
Post. 

Mr.  Post  is  one  of  the  representatives  of 
a prominent  family  which  has  been  identified 
with  New  England  interests  for  generations. 
Members  of  it  are  scattered  over  the  United 
States,  but  few  of  them  forget  the  old  home 
in  Connecticut,  and  fewer  fail  to  wish  that 
their  ashes  may  rest  with  those  of  their  fam- 
ily who  have  gone  on  the  long  journey  before 
them.  Many  spots  in  Westbrook  are  hal- 
lowed ground,  for  there  rest  the  honored  pro- 
genitors of  the  makers  of  present  history  in 
eastern  Connecticut. 

Henry  L.  Post,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Rich- 
ard W.  Post,  was  born  in  1803,  and  early  in  life 
engaged  with  his  father  in  the  coasting  trade. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  had  command  of 
a vessel  which  ran  between  Hartford  and  New 
York.  Later  in  life  he  engaged  in  pound 
fishing  and  for  fifteen  years  followed  this  oc- 
cupation, but  his  last  years  were  devoted  to 
the  farm.  He  married  Laura  Ann  Jones,  who 
was  born  January  5,  1815,  a daughter  of  Asa 
Jones,  and  she  died  July  3,  1865.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Theodore  D.,  who  married  Sy- 

bil Spencer  and  had  two  children — Edwin 
(who  married  Eva  Post),  and  Edith  S.  (de- 
ceased) ; Gilbert  A.,  who  married  Alice  Chal- 
ker;  Ann  Caroline,  who  died  in  1844;  Henry, 


who  married  Jane  E.  Spencer;  Jedediah; 
Catherine  (Mrs.  Post);  William;  Laura 
Ann ; Lavinia ; and  two  that  died  in  infancy. 

WILCOX.  Among  the  honored  re-idents 
of  Middlesex  county,  none  stand  higher  than 
the  representatives  of  the  old  Wilcox  family, 
[ohn  Wilcox,  the  first  of  this  line  in  America, 
came  from  England  and  appeared  in  Hart- 
ford in  1639,  one  of  the  original  proprietors. 
He  had  his  home  on  the  present  site  of  the 
Park,  near  the  State  House,  and  had  a good 
estate.  He  held  several  responsible  offices, 
was  surveyor  of  highways  and  townsman.  He 
died  in  1651,  and  his  will  refers  to  his  wife 
Alary.  He  left  one  son,  John,  who  came  with 
him  from  England,  and  two  daughters. 

(II)  John  Wilcox  (2),  married  (first) 

September  17,  1646,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Wadsworth.  She  died  in  1648  or  1649, 
and  he  married,  January  18,  1649-50,  Retorn 
(Katherine)  Stoughton,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Stoughton,  of  Windsor.  He  married  for  his 
third  wife  Mary  Farnsworth,  a widow,  who 
died  in  1671,  and  his  fourth  wife,  whom  he 
married  in  1671,  was  Esther,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Cornwell,  of  Middletown.  John  Wilcox 
about  1654  removed  to  Middletown,  thence  to 
Dorchester,  and  about  1664  returned  to  Mid- 
dletown. He  died  Alay  24,  1676.  He  was  the 
father  of  nine  children,  as  follows:  By  his 

first  wife,  (1)  Sarah,  born  in  1648;  by  his 
second  wife:  (2)  John,  'born  in  1650;  (3) 
Thomas;  (4)  Af'ary,  born  in  1654;  (5)  Israel, 
born  June  19,  1656;  (6)  Samuel,  born  in 
1658;  by  his  fourth  wife:  (7)  Ephraim,  born 
in  1672  ; (8)  Esther,  born  in  1673;  (9)  Mary, 
born  in  1676. 

(III)  Israel  Wilcox  married,  March  28, 

1678,  Sarah  Savage,  daughter  of  John  Sav- 
age, one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Mjiddletown. 
Airs.  Wilcox  located  in  Miiddletown  in  1675. 
He  died  December  20,  1689,  and  she  died  Feb- 
ruary 8.  1724.  Their  children  were:  Israel, 

born  January  16,  1680;  John,  July  2,  1682; 
Samuel,  September  26,  1685;  Thomas,  July 
5,  1687:  Sarah,  November  30,  1689. 

(IV)  Tho-mas  Wilcox,  son  of  Israel  and 
Sarah,  was  born  in  Middletown,  where  he 
spent  hisi  life,  'dying  January  20  or  21,  1726- 
27.  He  married  Ann  North,  a daughter  of 
John  North,  of  Farmington,  Connecticut. 

(V)  Thomas  Wilcox  (2),  son  of  Thomas, 
was  born  October  5,  1720,  in  Middletown, 
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Conn.,  and  removed  thence  to  Guilford  when 
twenty-three  years  old.  In  1744  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Freelove  Bradley,  who  w'as  born  in 
1 722,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Jemima  (Corn- 
wall) Bradley,  the  former  of  East  Guilford 
and  the  latter  of  Long  Island.  M(r.  Wilcox 
died  November  9,  G"8,  and  his  widow  Janu- 
ary 1 7,  1817.  Both  were  buried  in  the  Madi- 
son cemetery.  Their  children  were : ( 1 ) 

Chlotilda,  'born  April  29,  1745,  married  Sam- 
uel Hoyt,  and  died  September  29,  1796.  (2) 

T'amsen,  born  January  13,  1747,  married  Eliza- 
beth Dowd,  and  died  September  15,  1820.  (3) 
Edmtuid,  born  October  17,  1748,  married 

Elizabeth  Scranton,  and  died  March  9,  1795. 
(4)  Billie,  boin  July  11,  1750,  had  his  home 
in  Granville,  Mass.  (5)  Jonathan  was  born 
in  1753.  (6)  Samuel  Dodd,  born  August  28, 

1756,  located  in  Granville,  Mass.  (7)  Ben- 
jamin Bradley,  born  February  3,  1759.  mar- 
ried Mlary  Todd,  and  died  October  2,  1805. 

(VI)  Jonathan  Wilcox,  son  of  Thomas, 
was  born  in  East  Guilford  (now  Mjadison ) , 
July  13,  1753,  and  died  October  19,  1818,  in 
Madison,  where  he  was  buried.  Serving  as 
a private  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  he  bore 
himself  as  a courageous  soldier  and  patriotic 
citizen.  In  his  mature  life  he  was  a landowner, 
a lumber  manufacturer,  and  the  proprietor  of 
a gristmill;  with  Thomas  French  he  was 
permitted  to  dam  the  Hammonassett  river 
at  the  falls,  on  the  road  from  Summer- 
hijl.  There  he  put  up  a saw  and  grist- 
mill, which  they  operated  for  many  years. 
Elizabeth  Todd,  wife  of  Jonathan  Wilcox,  was 
born  in  East  Guilford  February  10,  1754, 
daughter  of  Timothy  and  Abigail  (Crane) 
Todd  of  East  Guilford,  and  died  September 
29,  1837.  To  them  came  the  following  chil- 
dren: (1)  Curtis,  born  March  9,  1775,  mar- 

ried Wealthy  Hill,  and  died  August  15,  1829. 
(2)  John,  born  April  5,  1777,  married  Electa 
Goodrich'.  (3)  Amps  T.,  born  in  April,  1779, 
married  Cynthia  Bushnell,  and  died  in  1849. 
(4)Elizabeth,  born  February  22,  1782,  mar- 
ried David  P.  Nash.  (5)  Henry,  horn  July 
22,  1784,  is  mentioned  below.  (6)  Mlatilda, 
horn  in  1788,  died  October  22,  1809.  (7)  Sa- 

rah, born  February  20,  1789,  married  George 
Pratt.  (8)  Jonathan  Samuel,  horn  March  1. 
1791.  died  February  10,  1875.  lie  married 
Chloe  Hand.  (0)  Augustus  I?.,  Ix>m  October 
4,  I7b4,  married  Clarissa  Jewell,  and  died 
May  19,  184.4. 


(VII)  Henry  Wilcox,  born  July  22,  1784,. 
in  Madison,  died  in  Deep  River  in  May,  1842. 
He  married  Jennette  Bushnell,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Patience  (Bushnell)  Bushnell  and 
granddaughter  of  Ira  Bushnell,  of  Old  Say- 
brook.  Mlrs.  Wilcox  died  in  1842.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  William  Titus,  born 
August  23,  1809,  married  Minerva  Gaylord. 
Henry  Truman,  born  February  7,  1811,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Sccville,  an'd  died  Janu- 
ary 7,  1885.  Jonathan  Samuel  is  men- 
tioned below.  Emily  Patience,  born  in 

June,  1815,  was  married  three  times,  her  first 
husband  being  John  Wilmarth,  her  second 
Ransom1  Gaylord,  her  third  Charles  Spencer. 
Curtis  Nash,  born  in  (March,  1817,  became 
mayor  of  Meridian,  Miss.;  he  was  twice  mar- 
ried there,  his  first  wife  being  Elizabeth  Hall, 
by  whom  he  had  four  children,  George  Henry, 
(who  died  in  the  Civil  war),  Robert  Henry 
(who  died  young),  Mattie  Jennette  (who  mar- 
ried William  Winston)  and  Emma  (who1  mar- 
ried Prof.  A.  O:  Du  Bose)  ; his  second  mar- 
riage was  to  a niece  of  Gov.  Wise,  and  to  that 
union  also  came  four  children,  Curtis,  William, 
Hammer  and  Rose  Lee  (who  married  G.  B. 
Bush,  of  Butler,  Ala.).  Benjamin  Bushnell. 
born  September  28,  1819,  married  Eliza  A. 
Brainard,  of  (Middle  Haddam.  George  Fred- 
erick, born  in  1830,  resided  in  California. 

Jonathan  Samuel  Wilcox  was  born  in 
Westbrook,  Middlesex  county,  January  2^. 
1 8 1 3 , and  early  displayed  an  industry  and  en- 
ergy unsual  in  youth,  at  the  age  of  ten  vears 
applying  for  and  securing  work  from  a farmer 
who  lived  in  W inthrop.  He  continued  stead- 
fastly at  same  until  lie  had  reached  his  six- 
teenth year,  when  he  removed  to  Deep  River 
for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  joiner’s  trade, 
being  apprenticed  to  John  Gladding,  with 
whom  he  served  his  time.  Subsequentlv  he 
was  employed  at  his  trade  by  George  Read  & 
Co.,  in  the  comb  business,  later  becoming  an 
expert  ivory  sawyer  for  the  sail  e concern. 
Mr.  \\  ilcox  was  also  well  known  in  Deep 
River  as  a builder  and  carpenter,  his  thorough 
work  in  many  of  the  residences  of  the  town  and 
also  in  two  churches,  the  Baptist  and  Congre- 
gational of  Deep  River,  still  testitving  to  his 
skill.  He  also  did  considerable  work  in  the 
same  line  outside  of  the  town.  In  1857  Mr. 
Wilcox  purchased  of  Samuel  Gladding  the 
paper  box  business  then  conducted  in  the  build- 
ing now  occupied  by  L.  II.  Shailer.  and  for 
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twenty-four  years  he  was  a constant  and  inde- 
fatigable worker  in  that  line,  succeeding  be- 
cause of  his  persevering  industry.  It  whs  only 
a few  years  prior  to  his  death  that  he  gave  up 
active  labor. 

Mr.  WilcO'X  was  married  October  19,  1834, 
to  Dolly  A.  Southwoirth,  who  was  born  in 
Deep  River,  Mlarch  6,  1810,  daughter  of  Levi 
and  Miairy  (Bates)  Southworth,  and  died  M!ay 
27,  1889.  To  this  union  came  the  following 
named  children : Ellen  MI,  born  January  2, 

1836,  died  in  September,  1897,  unmarried; 
Emily  Jennette,  born  January  27,  1838,  died 
January  10,  1863;  Homer  Neale,  born  May 
23,  1840,  died  June  21,  1849;  MJary  J.,  born 
April  17,  1843,  died  December  28,  1901 ; Myr- 
tle Southworth,  was  born  April  21,  1849. 

Miss  Myrtie  S.  Wilcox  resides  in  the  home- 
stead on  Elm  street,  Deep  River.  She  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  her  father 
became  a member  in  1832.  For  years  he  was 
active  in  church  and  Sunday-school  work,  act- 
ing as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school 
for  many  years.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch 
Republican,  and  was  frequently  chosen  toi  fill 
offices,  at  various  times  having  been  justice  of 
the  peace,  grand  juror,  etc.  Mr.  Wilcox  died 
September  24,  1900.  He  was  an  honest  and 
upright  mlan,  leaving  to  his  sorrowing  daugh- 
ter the  comfort  of  knowing  that  be  held  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire  communi- 
ty as  a sincere  and  devoted  Christian. 

HENRY  WARD  is,  in  point  of  actual 
commercial  experience,  probably  the  oldest 
merchant  in  Middletown,  as  his  family  is  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  respected ' in  Middle- 
sex county.  He  is  a direct  lineal  descendant  of 
Ensign  William  Ward,  who  was  one  of  Mid- 
dletown’s pioneers,  the  line  from  this  early  pro- 
genitor to  Henry  Ward  running  through  six 
generations:  Ensign  William,  1632-1690; 

John  ( 1 ) , 1678-1761;  John  (2),  1716-1802; 
John  (3),  1757-1804;  John  (4J,  1788-1869; 
Henry,  1818. 

John  Ward  (3),  the  grandfather  of  Henry, 
was  a wealthy  landowner  and  influential  citi- 
zen. He  was  born  in  1757,  and  on  November 
17,  1783,  married  Lucy  Pierpont,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Lucy  Pierpoint.  She  was  bap- 
tized January  20,  1754,  and  died  July  18,  1817, 
surviving  her  husband  for  thirteen  years ; he 
passed  away  October  15,  1804.  To  John 
Ward  (3)  and  his  wife  were  born  two1  sons 


and  two  daughters:  Lucy  (1),  John,  George 
and  Lucy  (2).  The  first  child,  (1)  Lucy,  was 
was  born  July  22,  1785,  and  died  August  19, 
178s-  (2)  John,  the  second  child  and  eldest 

son,  was  the  father  of  Henry  Ward.  (3) 
George,  born  February  11,  1790,  migrated 

from  Connecticut  to  York  State,  and  conducted 
stores  at  Moravia  and  Auburn,  N.  Y. ; believ- 
ing, how.ever,  that  the  West  offered  better  busi- 
ness opportunities,  he  went  to-  Michigan, 
and  for  several  years  successfully  carried 
on  a large  flouring-mill  at  Ann  Arbor,  a por- 
tion of  its  output  being  successfully  marketed 
at  South  Farms,  Conn.,  by  his  nephew,  Henry. 
On  December  3,  1812,  he  married  Martha 

Smith,  who  was  born  April  11,  1786,  in  Dur- 
ham, daughter  of  Lieut.  Joseph  Smith.  They 
had  two  daughters  and  one  son.  He  died  at 
Kalamazoo,  May  25,  i860,  and  his  wife  Sep- 
tember 17,  1863.  (4)  Lucy  (2),  the  youngest 
child  of  John  Ward  (3),  was  born  January 
I,  1792,  married  David  Crowell,  and  died 
March  30,  1826,  leaving  a family. 

John  Ward  (4),  the  father  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  life  and  famjily  connections  form 
the  theme  of  the  present  narrative,  was  born 
April  9,  1788,  and  lived  for  many  years  on 
Long  Hill,  but  in  March,  183 1,  removed  with 
his  family  to  Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.  Not  find- 
ing that  locality  to  his  liking,  ne  returned  to 
Long  Hill  within  a year,  the  journey  both  ways 
being  made  in  a covered  wagon.  In  the  spring 
of  1832  the  family  removed  to-  Durham,  Conn., 
living-  on  what  wias  commonly  known  as  the 
“Guernsey  Hubbard  farm,”  whence,  in  Decem- 
ber 1834,  Mr.  Ward  took  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren to  Hunting  Hill.  There  he  died,  after 
a sudden  illness  of  fifteen  minutes,  on  Novem- 
ber 24,  1869.  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 
Lie  was  a strong  mian,  both  physically  and 
morally.  Of  robust  physique,  he  had  a pow- 
erful, well-knit  frame,  capable  of  hard  toil 
and  immense  endurance.  He  had  a forceful 
personality,  was  keen  and  sagacious,  and  easily 
commanded  respect  from  his  equals  and  obedi- 
ence from  his  inferiors.  He  was  an  “Old-line” 
Whig  in  politics,  and  in  his  religious  belief  a 
Congregationalist,  being  a n:\ember  of  the 
North  Church,  of  Middletown.  Always  ready 
to  perform  every  duty  as  a citizen,  his  quiet, 
unassuming  nature  shrank  from  aspiring  to 
office ; yet  his  native  mfodesty  could  not  prevent 
his  worth  becoming  known,  and  few:  citizens 
of  his  time  were  more  widely  known  or  more 
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universally  respected  than  he.  On  December 
i,  1814,  Mr.  Ward  married  Darnel  Newton, 
who  was  born  at  Hartland,  Conn.,  July  25, 
1791,  daughter  of  Abner  and  Abigail  (Fair- 
child)  Newton.  Her  father  was  a Revolution- 
ary soldier,  and  with  the  exception  of  a few 
years  spent  in  Hartland,  passed  his  life  in  his 
native  town  of  Durham,  Conn.,  where  he  died. 
The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Ward 
were  four  in  number,  two  sons  and  tw'O  daugh- 
ters. George  Newton,  the  eldest,  was  born 
May  29,  1816  ; a sketch  of  his  life  may  be  found 
elsewhere.  Henry,  the  second  child,  was  born 
November  7,  1818.  Harriet  Elizabeth,  the 
eldest  daughter,  born  April  5,  1823,  married 
Joab,  Loomis,  and  died  at  Bloomfield,  Conn., 
in  1895,  leaving  two  children,  Helen  E.  and 
Robert  W.  Sarah  C.,  the  youngest  child,  was 
born  March  20,  1825,  has  never  married,  and 
lives  at  Middletown. 

Henry  Ward  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm 
on  Long  Hill,  and  first  attended  school  in  the 
“old  stone  school  house,”  dear  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  survivors  of  a preceding  generation. 
Among  his  earliest  preceptors  wiere  Guernsey 
Hubbard,  Nelson  Coe  and  Mrs.  Pease.  Ow- 
ing to  the  frequent  changes  of  residence  by 
his  family  during  his  boyhood,  he  attended 
more  schools  than  the  average  youth  of  his 
time.  At  Durham  and  Middletown,  however, 
he  received  the  greater  part  of  his  early  educa- 
tion, in  the  city  last  named  being  a pupil  at  the 
Lancasterian  school,  at  the  corner  of  Broad 
and  William,  streets,  under  Messrs.  Garfield 
and  Lathrop,  and  he  also  attended  the  private 
school  conducted  by  M‘r.  Daniel  FI.  Chase. 
Until  his  twenty-fifth  year  he  lived  at  home, 
aiding  his  father  upon  the  farm)  during  the 
summer,  and  through  the  winter  working  at 
various  vocations,  as  opportunity  offered. 
AmjOng  his  employers  of  a half  century  ago 
Were  the  Baldwin  Bros,  anj  L.  D.  Van  Sands, 
at  Zoar.  At  intervals,  also,  he  worked  in  the 
store  of  his  brother,  George  N.,  at  South 
Farms.  Cooley  & Dan  forth,  w idely  and 
favorably  known  in  their  day  as  manu- 
facturers of  braces,  also  gave  him)  em- 
ployment. On  leaving  home  he  entered 
his  brother’s  store  at  South  Farms  as  a clerk, 
and  in  1852,  in  connection  with  Israel  C.  New- 
ton, he  bought  the  establishment,  which  was 
for  four  years  conducted  by  the  firm  of  New  - 
ton & Ward.  In  1856  Mr.  Ward  disposed  of 
his  interests  to  his  partner,  his  intention  at  the 


time  being  to  seek  a home  in  Iowa.  The  finan- 
cial panic  of  1857,  however,  caused  him 
to  alter  his  plans.  While  in  'business  at  South 
Farms  he  had  had  a large  number  of  customers 
who  were  residents  of  Middletown,  and  his 
acquaintance  in  that  city  was  extensive.  It 
occurred  to  him;  that  that  would  be  a de- 
sirable point  at  which  to  embark  in  business. 
Accordingly,  the  new  firm  of  Ward  & Ruttey 
bought  the  shoe  store  of  the  old  and  well- 
known  firm  of  Camp  & Newton,  which  w as 
then  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street, 
betwieem  Court  and  Center  streets.  A few  years 
later  Henry  Ruttey,  the  junior  partner,  with- 
drew. and  since  then  Mr.  Ward  has  conducted 
the  business  alone.  He  gave  his  personal  at- 
tention to  its  management  until  1897,  when, 
having  reached  the  age  of  seventy-nine,  he  re- 
tired fromt  active  business.  He  yet  (1902) 
retains  the  proprietorship,  but  leaves  the  per- 
sonal control  to  trusted  employes.  In  1882  a 
better  location  was  secured,  at  No.  229  Main 
street,  where  the  business  is  at  present  carried 
on.  Mr.  Ward's  substantial,  wrell-appointed 
home  is  on  Crescent  street.  He  erected  his 
house  in  1872,  and  it  is  well  worth  mentioning 
that  it  stands  upon  land  on  which  when  a boy 
he  cut  hay. 

Mr.  Ward’s  life  has  been  at  once  busy  and 
successful.  Flis  physical  strength  has  never 
kept  even  pace  with  his  ambition,  yet,  with 
the  exception  of  one  year,  his  was  an  un- 
usually active  career  until,  in  1897.  he  retired 
to  enjoy  a well-earned  rest.  Generous  and 
sympathetic  by  nature,  his  friends  are  num- 
bered by  the  score.  He  is  a man  of  moderate 
fortune,  acquired  through  his  own  unaided  ef- 
forts. unwearying  industry  and  stern,  uncom- 
promising honesty.  lie  is  a trustee  of  the 
Middletown  Savings  Bank  and  is  interested 
in  other  financial  enterprises  of  an  important 
character.  As  an  employer  he  has  always  been 
considerate  and  thoughtful,  and  several  of 
Middletown’s  successful  business  men  have  be- 
gun their  commercial  experience  in  his  store 
or  counting-room.  His  tastes  are  essentially 
domestic,  and  lie  finds  his  highest  pleasure  in 
his  home,  it  having  been  his  unfailing  custom 
to  return  to  his  fireside  as  soon  as  the  cares 
and  toils  of  the  day  were  over.  Mr.  Ward's 
first  Presidential  ballot  was  cast  for  Gen.  W ill- 
iam Henry  Harrison,  and  he  has  voted  at 
every  national  election  during  the  sixty-two 
years  succeeding,  always  depositing  in  the  bal- 
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lot  box  either  a Whig  or  a Republican  ticket. 
For  wliat  is  commonly  known  as  “practical 
politics,”  however,  he  has  little  inclination  and 
no  leisure,  his  business  interests  claiming  all 
his  time  and  attention.  , 

In  1852  Mr.  Ward  married  Miss  Abigail 
Maria  Newton,  who  was  born  at  Durham  Oc- 
tober 27,  1825,  daughter  of  Elisha  F.  and 
Sally  (Camp)  Newton.  Elisha  Newton  was  a 
son  of  Abner  and  Abigail  (Fairchild)  Newton, 
to  whom  reference  has  been  made  in  the  pre- 
ceding paragraph,  and  a brother  of  Parnel 
Newton  (Mr.  Ward’s  mother).  Mrs.  Henry 
Ward  is  a,  sister  of  Israel  C.  Newton,  of  Meri- 
den, who  was  at  one  time  Mr.  Ward's  busi- 
ness partner.  Mrs.  Ward  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Durham,  graduating  from  the  acade- 
my at  that  town,  under  the  tuition  of  John  D. 
Post.  She  is  a member  of  the  South  Congre- 
gational Church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward 
came  one  child  that  lived  to  adult  age,  Jessie 
Maria,  born  March  20,  1859,  who  is  unmarried 
and  lives  with  her  parents.  Two  children  died 
in  infancy. 

RALPH  E.  THAYER.  The  English  an- 
cestor of  the  Thayer  family  brought  his  wife 
and  children  to  America  and  settled  at  Brain- 
tree, Mass.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of 
shoemaking.  His  son  Shadrack  was  married 
November  1,  1654,  to  Mary  Barrett,  who  died 
February  2,  1657,  leaving  three  children.  His 
second  marriage  was  to  Deliverance  Priest, 
who  died  in  1723,  aged  seventy-nine,  the 
mother  of  a large  family.  William  Thayer, 
the  ninth  child,  married  Hannah  Haywood 
September  27,  1692,  and  settled  in  Braintree, 
Mass.,  where  their  son  Jonathan  was  born  Sep- 
tember 2,  1703.  Jonathan  Thayer  died  in  1805, 
aged  102  years.  He  and  his  wife  Tabitha 
were  married  in  1728,  and  their  son  Gersham, 
the  great-grandfather  of  Ralph  E.,  was  born 
in  1747.  The  grandfather,  also>  named  Ger- 
sham, was  born  February  3.  1773,  in  Middle- 
dlesex  county,  and  died  November  25,  1824. 
He  married  Sarah’  Arnold,  of  Haddam,  also 
a native  of  Middlesex  county,  where  they 
owned  a large  estate,  lived  to  a good  old  age, 
and  upheld  their  noble  ancestry.  In  politics 
Mr.  Thayer  was  a.  Whig,  and  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  day,  those 
being  times  when  our  country  needed  g'ood 
and  stanch  men  to  make  and  uphold  the  laws. 

Giles  Thayer,  the  father  of  Ralph  E.,  was 


born  February  15,  1816,  at  Middletown, 

Conn.,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  In  Had- 
dam he  married  Ann  A.  Hubbard,  who  was 
born  in  1817,  a daughter  of  Stephen  Hubbard, 
and  died  February  22,  1888.  Two  children 
blessed  this  union,  Ralph  E.  and  Carrie  I.  The 
daughter  married  James  H.  Childs  (a  member 
of  the  famous  Childs  family  who  conduct  the 
great  shipbuilding  establishment  of  Childs 
Brothers,  at  Higganum  Landing),  and  they 
have  one  child  Earl  Thayer. 

For  a short  time  after  their  marriage  M|r. 
and  Mrs.  Thayer  lived  at  Middletown,  and 
then  moved  to  Haddam,  where  he  purchased 
a farm  of  100  acres,  north  of  Higganum, 
familiarly  known  in  the  locality  as  the  “Jabez 
Baily  place.”  A small  payment  was  made  on 
the  place  in  December,  1851,  and  by  the  fol- 
lowing October  (1852)  the  entire  property 
was  paid  for.  Lumbering  was  the  first  busi- 
ness engaged  in  by  Giles  Thayer  upon  his  set- 
tlement there,  but  as  soon  as  his  land  was 
cleared  he  also'  began  farming,  and  worked  as 
a ship  carpenter,  with  success,  both  at  Had- 
dam and  Higganum.  When  the  project  of  the 
Middlesex  turnpike  road  was  opened  up  Mr. 
Thayer  was  among  its  strongest  advocates  and 
supporters,  and  much  credit  is  due  himj  for  the 
energy  he  manifested  in  aid  of  county  improve- 
ments. In  his  later  life  he  engaged  in  some 
speculation,  but  he  was  noted  for  being  one 
of  the  most  industrious  of  farmers,  and  the 
result  was  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful in  his  part  of  the  county  at  that  time 
Politically  he  began  his  life  in  the  Whig  ranks, 
but  later  espoused  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

Ralph  E.  Thayer  was  born  in  the  old  home- 
stead at  Higganum,  attended  the  district 
schools,  and  completed  his  studies  at  Chase's 
school,  m Middletown,  where  so  many  off  the 
most  prominent  citizens  of  Middlesex  county 
received  their  early  schooling.  Fbr  five  ses- 
sions Mr.  Thayer  taught  school,  beginning  in 
Meriden,  Conn.,  and  later  following  his  pro- 
fession in  the  West  District,  in  Higganum. 
He  then  turned  to'  bookkeeping,  and  efficiently 
served  the  firm  of  Parker  Bro-s.  in  that  ca- 
pacity, in  Meriden,  Conn.,  for  one  year. 
There,  in  1868,  he  married  Mary  L.  Ives,  a 
daughter  of  Othmiel  and  Mary  (Howard) 
Ives,  and  to'  this  union  came  one  child,  Heber 
Ives,  'born  October  28,  1870. 

Mr.  Thayer  grew  up  in  the  old  homestead, 
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which  in  time  came  into  his  possession.  Add- 
ing some  forty  acres  to  the  original  tract,  he 
has  a fine  piece  of  property  which,  by  unceasing 
energy,  he  has  brought  under  a productive 
state  of  cultivation.  He  assisted  his  father  on 
the  Middlesex  turnpike,  in  which  the  latter  was 
so  interested,  continuing  after  his  death  to 
carry  on  his  work.  For  somie  time  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Cutaway  Harrow  Company,  and 
now  devotes  part  of.  his  time  to>  farming,  vari- 
ous other  interests  absorbing  the  greater  part 
of  his  attention. 

In  politics  Mr.  Thayer  votes  as  did  his 
revered  father,  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
has  held  most  of  the  local  offices.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  board  of 
relief,  and  is  president  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  town.  He  has  long  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  for  eleven  year’s  serving  as  the  worthy 
superintendent  in  the  Sunday-school,  and  using 
ever  endeavor  to  benefit  all  who  come  under 
his  influence.  Socially  Mf.  Thayer  is  coir 
nected  with  the  M'fasonic  fraternity,  holding 
membership  in  Granite  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  of 
Haddam,  and  he  is  also  a;  member  of  Eureka 
Lodge,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  of  Higganum.  In  the 
world  of  success,  where  the  attainment  of  for- 
tune is  made  the  measure  of  success,  it  is 
pleasant  to  note  the  value  of  worthy  ancestry 
and  personal  integrity,  in  summing  up  a man’s 
life.  A competency  is  desirable,  and  its  ac- 
quisition commendable,  but  above  it  must  be 
placed  the  worth  of  frugality,  rectitude  and 
piety,  when  the  attention  of  the  coming  gen- 
eration is  called  to  the  successful  lives  of  those 
who  have  gone  ’before. 

Hebf.r  Ives  Ti-iayer,  the  only  son  of  our 
subject,  has  been  recently  elected  to  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  has  also'  served  as 
grand  juror,  and  as  auditor  of  the  school 
board  for  four  years.  He  is  a graduate  of  Wes- 
leyan College,  class  of  1892,  A.  B.,  and  is  a local 
preacher  in  the  Methodist  Church,  of  which 
lie  and  his  estimable  w ife  are  consistent  mem- 
bers. Since  October,  1900,  he  has  been  pastor 
of  the  First  M.  E.  Church  at  West  Suffield, 
Conn.,  where  the  characteristics  of  his  ancestry, 
with  his  own  acquirements,  due  to  education 
and  tact,  have  won  for  him  the  respect  of  all 
and  augur  a future  hopeful  both  for  himself 
and  those  whom  lie  serves.  By  uprightness 
of  living  Mr.  Thayer  has  won  the  confidence 
of  the  public  wherever  he  has  been.  After 
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a season  as  traveling  salesman  for  the  firm  of 
C.  C.  Skilton,  of  Newy  York  City,  and  subse- 
quent service  as  general  agent  for  W.  Irving 
Lee,  of  Ossinning,  N.  Y.,  he  became  private 
secretary  for  various  public  institutions  and 
individuals.  Returning  home  in  1894,  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
town  of  Haddam,  upon  a fine  location  which 
has  been  nanVed  Bible  Rock  farm  from  the  fact 
that  a huge  rock,  resembling  an  open  book, 
is  located  on  the  land.  He  is  a faithful,  en- 
ergetic worker,  and  makes  a successful  agri- 
culturist making  specialties  of  fruit  growing 
and  dairying.  Socially  he  is  connected  with 
the  Grange  and  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

On  January  24,  1894,  he  married  Blanche 
Augusta  Bailey,  who  was  born  September  12, 
1872,  daughter  of  Wolcott  and  Tel  it  ha  Bailey, 
of  Higganum,  and  thev  have  had  three  chil- 
dren: Ralph  Wolcott,  born  December  17, 

1894;  Julian  Bailey,  September  13,  1896;  and 
Marjorie  Howard,  April  22,  1898. 

Deacon  Othmiel  Ives,  the  grandfather  of 
M|rs.  Ralph  E.  Thayer,  was  a resident  of  Mter- 
iden,  Conn.,  where  he  was  born,  and  died.  His 
son  Othmiel  also  a resident  of  Meriden,  mar- 
ried Mary  Howard,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  Mrs.  Thayer.  Mrs.  Ives  was  the  daughter 
of  Deacon  Chapin  Howard,  of  Vermont,  of 
an  old  and  well  known  family  of  that  State. 
The  distinguished  soldier,  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 
and  also  the  father  of  Judge  Taft,  g'ovemor 
in  the  Philippines,  were  cousins  of  Mrs. 
Thayer’s  mother.  The  Ives  family  have  been 
identified  with  the  history  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  since  the  first  settlements.  Oth- 
rriel  Ives  died  in  1878.  He  and  his  wife  had 
the  following  children:  (1)  Howard  married 

Julia  Dunham,  of  Kensington,  Conn.,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Dunham.  Howard  Ives  became 
State  senator,  and  lived  in  West  Cheshire, 
Conn.,  where  he  died  in  1879.  (2)  Heber 

lived  in  Plantsville,  Conn.,  and  married  Lucv 
Buell,  daughter  of  David  Buell,  of  Moodus, 
Conn.  Heber  Ives  was  a soldier  in  the  great 
Civil  war,  serving  in  the  famous  Eighth  Con- 
necticut Infantry,  as  a member  of  Capt. 
Upham's  company.  The  regiment  was  com- 
manded by  Col.  Joseph  W.  Hawlev.  Heber 
Ives  had  a fine  record  for  gallantly  and  ]*> 
came  a lieutenant  in  the  15th  Conn.  Infantrv. 
Near  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  made  a 
prisoner,  and  after  a confinement  of  several 
months,  upon  the  close  of  the  war.  he  came 
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home.  He  subsequently  became  the  efficient 
postmaster  at  Plantsville,  serving  for  over 
twenty  years.  Upon  bis  death  bis  comrades 
laid  him  tenderly  away,  bis  form  wrapped  in 
the  flag  he  loved  so1  well.  (3)  John  O.  lived 
at  Meriden,  in  the  old  homestead.  He  mar- 
ried Lillian  Fletcher,  daughter  of  the  late  well- 
known  physician,  Dr.  Fletcher,  of  Southing- 
ton, Conn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  O.  Ives  are 
both  deceased.  To  them1  were  'born  four  chil- 
dren, Chapin,  Harold,  Esther  L.,  and  John 
(deceased).  (4)  Eliza  Juliette  married  Charles 
Parmelee,  of  Wallingford,  Conn.  She  died 
leaving  two  children,  Mildred  and  Fannie. 
(5)  Mary  L.  is  the  wife  of  Ralph  E.  Thayer. 

WATSON  EDWARDS,  one  of  the  well- 
knowln  citizens  of  Portland,  has  spent  almost 
his  entire  life  in  that  town.  As  a carpenter 
and  joiner,  a contractor  and  a builder,  few 
men  who  have  followed  those  lines  have  been 
more  successful.  It  is  said  that  he  has  prob- 
ably done  more  building  than  any  other  man 
in  town,  and  no  work  has  been  more  particular 
and  honest  in  every  respect  than  his.  Owing 
to  his  advanced  age  he  is  not  now  engaged 
in  active  labor,  but  will  undertake  light  tasks, 
and  can  show  the  touch  of  a practiced  hand. 
He  owns  a fine  home  in  Portland,  as  well  as 
several  profitable  tenements.  He  has  led  a 
long  and  industrious  life,  and  his  record  is 
that  of  an  honest  and  upright  man.  Watson 
Edwards  was  born  June  16,  1833,  in  East 

Hampton,  and  was  four  years  old  when  his 
parents,  Solomon  and  Rachel  M.  (Dunham) 
Edwards  moved  into  old  Portland. 

John  Edwards,  grandfather  of  Watson, 
was  a native  of  England,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  when  a small  boy.  He  lived  in 
New  York  with  a Mr.  Wolf,  and  was  a sailor 
in  early  life,  and  then  was  a watchman  of  ship 
cargoes.  He  located  in  Chatham,  while  still 
a young  man,  and  was  employed  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  Middletown  and  Chatham  turn- 
pike. In  Chatham  he  met  and  married 
Rhoda  Bailey,  a daughter  of  Solomon  Bail- 
ey, and  a member  of  one  of  the  old  families 
of  that  town.  Mr.  Edwards  bought  a place 
there  and  made  it  his  home  even  though  he 
was  working  elsewhere.  He  was  a hard  worker 
and  this,  no  doubt,  hastened  his  death,  which 
resulted  from  consumption  in  1824.  To 
John  and  Rhoda  (Bailey)  Edwards  were  born 


seven  children : Ichabod,  a sailor,  shipped 

from  Providence,  and  was  lost  at  sea ; Solomon 
was  the  father  of  Watson  Edwards,  John  was 
killed  in  Glastonbury,  by  the  water  wheel  of  ? 
cotton  mill ; Edward  was  a carpenter  and 
joiner,  and  resided  in  South  Glastonbury; 
Phoebe  married  Hiram  Richmond,  and  died 
in  East  Haddam : Mattie  married  Samuel 

Burke,  and  died  in  Millington,  Conn. ; arid 
Laura  married  Mr.  Church,  and  died  in  New 
Haven. 

Solomon  Edwards  wris  born  in  Chatham 
February  17,  1812,  and  was  reared  in  Chat- 
ham, where  he  learned  the  joiner’s  trade. 
This  he  followed  until  a few  years  before  his 
death,  when  he  went  to  farming,  in  which  he 
was  quite  successful,  and  he  left  a comfortable 
competence.  He  was  a hard  worker,  and  be- 
gan for  himself  without  other  resources  than 
his  own  brain  and  character.  On  January 
13,  1832,  he  was  married  to  Rachel  M.  Dun- 
ham, who  was  born  in  Marlborough,  March 
21,  1808,  a daughter  of  Sylvester  Dunham, 
and  died  April  5,  1869.  She  was  buried  in 
Portland.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Watson,  the  subject  of  this  ar- 
ticle, was  the  first  born.  The  others  were: 
Mary  A.,  born  December  23,  1835,  married 
Elisha  Hollister,  October  4,  1856,  and  died  near 
Mechanicsville,  Iowa;  Clark,  born  April  13, 
1837,  a joiner  at  New  Britain,  Conn.;  Sar- 
ah, born  May  19,  1842,  became  Mrs.  Edgar 
Hale  in  April,  1870,  and  lives  in  Middletown; 
and  George,  born  December  19,  1843,  was  a 
member  of  Company  H,  Twenty-first  Connec- 
ticut Volunteer  Infantry,  was  wounded  in  bat- 
tle in  front  of  Petersburg  August  30,  1864, 
and  died  September  4,  following,  en  route 
home  (just  as  the  boat  wtas  nearing  New 
York),  where  he  was  being  taken  by  his  broth- 
er, Watson.  For  his  second  wife  Solomon 
Edwards  married  Mrs.  Eunice  W.  (Strick- 
land) Tennant,  who  is  still  living  on  the  old 
farm.  Mr.  Edwards  was  a Republican,  and 
a member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He 
died  July  27,  1878,  and  was  buried  in  Port- 
land. The  farm  on  which  he  made  his  home 
was  once  widely  known  as  one  of  the  finest 
country  homes  in  the  'State.  It  is  situated 
on  the  loftiest  hills  in  the  town,  and  commands 
a broad  view  of  a most  delightful  landscape. 

Watson  Edwards  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  and  attended  the  Penfield  district  school, 
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and  numbered  among  his  earlier  teachers  Mr. 
Bowlers  and  Mr.  Whitcomb.  In  those  days 
the  Penfield  school  had  over  one  hundred 
pupils,  and  but  one  who  was  not  a native 
American.  Young  Watson  also  attended  a 
select  school  kept  by  a Mr.  Overton  and  here 
his  school  days  were  (practically  ended,  for 
he  had  gradually  taken  up  the  carpenter’s 
trade  very  early  in  his  career.  He  came  to 
Portland,  and  worked  for  Alfred  Allen  for 
one  hundred  dollars  and  his  board  the  first 
year.  The  first  house  on  which  he  was  em- 
ployed was  that  of  Erastus  Brainerd.  It  was 
the  most  expensive  house  of  the  times,  and 
cost  more  than  any  that  has  subsequently 
been  erected  in  the  town.  After  spending  a 
year  with  Mr.  Allen,  the  young  carpenter  set 
up  for  himself,  and  thus  began  a career  which 
has  occupied  his  entire  life,  and  even  at  his 
advanced  age  he  is  active  as  a joiner.  He 
was  a good  workman,  and  his  character  told. 
In  time  he  had  several  contracts  that  paid  him 
well  and  proclaimed  him  a master  builder.  He 
built  a number  of  the  best  houses  in  Port- 
land, and  for  ten  years  or  more  was  engaged 
in  building  at  East  Hampton. 

On  September  4,  1859,  Mr.  Edwards  was 
married,  in  Middletown,  to  Miss  Julia  M. 
Strickland,  who  was  born  in  Portland,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1835,  a daughter  of  Noah  M.  and 
Caroline  M.  (Bliss)  Strickland.  When  the 
young  couple  began  housekeeping  it  was  in  the 
home  of  his  parents  on  Penfield  Hill.  From 
there  they  moved  to  Portland,  which  has  been 
their  home  to  the  present  time.  Here  Mr. 
Edwards  built,  in  1870,  his  excellent  home  on 
'Church  street,  which  he  opened.  He  has  al- 
ways been  a Republican,  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Helen  M.,  who 
makes  her  home  with  her  parents. 

JAMES  GATES  FARGO  (deceased)  of 
Chester,  Middlesex  county,  was  a native  of  the 
tow/n,  Having  Been  born  there  August  2, 
1830,  a son  of  Joseph  C.  and  Lydia  C.  (Stew- 
art) Fargo. 

William(  Fargo,  his  great-grandfather, 
married  Anne  Beebe.  They  had  a son,  Sam- 
uel, who  was  born  in  1760,  and  who  married 
Hannah  Caulkins,  by  whom  he  had  the  follow- 
ing named  children:  Josqrh  C..  Ezra,  Lucy. 
Mercy,  and  Abigail.  Samtuel  Fargo  served  in 


the  war  of  the  Revolution  from  January,  1781, 
to  December  31,  1781,  being  a member  of  the 
company  commanded  by  Capt.  Samuel  Will- 
iam Williams. 

The  education  of  James  Gates  Fargo  was 
confined  to  the  district  schools  and  when  a boy 
he  left  home,  going  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  where 
hd  learned  the  trade  of  wheelwright  and  was 
there  employed  for  several  years.  Later  he 
was  employed  in  Frenchtown,  N.  J.  When 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out  he  en- 
listed at  Easton,  Pa.,  for  three  months,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  this  time  he  re-enlisted  for 
three  years  in  the  regular  army,  in  Company 
C,  Fifth  Heavy  Artillery,  and  again  for  three 
years.  After  the  close  of  the  war  Mir.  Fargo 
was  located  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  and  he 
was  discharged  March  22,  1867,  after  having 
been  six  years  and  three  months  in  the  service. 
While  at  Fortress  Mbnroe  Mir.  Fargo  was  de- 
tailed to  guard  and  accompany  Jefferson  Da- 
vis on  his  walks,  and  formed  a friendship  for 
the  Confederate  leader,  although  he  always  en- 
tertained a very  bitter  dislike  for  bis  principles. 
During  the  war  M(r.  Fargo  participated  in  the 
following  engagements  : Mechanicsville,  (Mal- 

vern Hill,  Antietam  (in  which  battle  he  was 
wounded),  Gettysburg,  Wilderness,  North 
Anna  River,  Deep  Bottom,  siege  of 
Petersburg,  Gaines’  Mill,  second  Battle 
O'f  Bull  Run,  Fredericksburg,  Civil  Riot, 
N.  Y.,  Po  River,  Sheldon's  Farm,  Hatch- 
er’s Rlun  (in  which  he  was  wounded), 
Charles  City  Cross  Roads,  South  Mountain. 
Chancellorsville,  Mine  Run,  Spottsylvania, 
Cold  Harbor  and  Fort  Steadman. 

After  his  discharge  Mir.  Fargo  returned 
to  his  father’s  farm  on  Wig  Hill,  in  Chester, 
and  began  farming,  continuing  this  occupation 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring 
February  18,  1890,  of  heart  failure,  while  he 
was  on  his  way  home  from  work. 

On  January  14,  1869,  Mr.  Fargo  was  mar- 
ried to  Anna  Smith,  bom  on  April  27,  1836. 
in  Glasgow,  Scotland.  She  came  to  the  United 
States  with  her  parents  wfhen  but  ten  years 
of  age,  and  still  survives,  making  her  home 
in  Chester.  To  this  marriage  four  children 
were  born : Nellie  M.,  born  October  28, 

18691,  wife  of  Robert  Satierv;  William  G., 
lx>rn  on  Novemlber  10,  1871  ; Lydia  A.,  lx>rn 
June  17.  1874:  and  Frank  S..  born  March  2. 
1877.  In  politics  Mr.  Fargo  was  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  was  fraternallv  a member  of 


564 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Mather  Post,  No.  25,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Deep  River. 
Mr.  Fargo  was  a man  of  unusual  mental 
traits,  possessing  an  excellent  memory,  and  was 
a constant  reader  of  current  literature  and  the 
works  of  standard  authors,  being  particularly 
fond  of  history.  By  his  many  admirable 
qualities,  he  endeared  himself  to  a large 
circle  of  friends,  and  his  loss  will  be  long 
mourned. 

KELSEY.  To  this  old  family  belongs 
Mrs.  T.  C.  Acton,  of  Saybrook,  Middlesex 
county,  who  is  a granddaughter  of  Job  and 
Sybil  ( Lay)  Kelsey.  To  them  were  born  the 
following  children : John,  who  was  the  fa- 

ther of  Mrs.  Acton;  Job,  who1  died  unmarried; 
Jerusha,  who  married  Jacob  Stannard;  Sybil, 
whoi  married  Job  Stannard  ; Azubah,  who  mar- 
ried William  Bushnell;  and  Ann,  who  married 
Jedediah  Chapman. 

John  Kelsey,  noted  above,  was  born  June 
23,  1778,  and  died  November  30,  1856.  He 
was  twice  married,  first  to  Margaret  Bushnell, 
and  subsequently  to  Lydia  Bushnell,  daughter 
of  Ndthan  Bushnell.  All  the  children  of  the 
first  marriage  were  deceased  many  years  ago. 
They  wtere  as  follows:  (1)  John,  born  in 

1 799>  married  Harriet  Wilcox  and  had  four 
children,  one  of  whom,  Charles  Titus  Wilcox, 
who  died  in  1870,  became  somewhat  prominent 
in  his  community.  (2)  Job,  born  in  1802,  mar- 
lied  Sarah  D.  Ryan,  and  died  August  18, 
I^73-  (3)  Margaret  Azubah,  born  January 

10,  1804,  married  Talcott  Bradley,  and  died 
September  25,  1880.  She  was  the  second  wife 
of  Mr.  Bradley,  and  bore  him  five  children, 
Margaret,  Emily,  Henry,  William  ( who'  was 
killed  in  the  Rebellion)  and  Eunice.  (4) 
William,  born  January  31,  1806,  died  August 
17,  1829,  unmarried.  (5)  Jeremiah,  born 
Match  9,  1808,  died  February  5,  1881.  He 
married  Ann  Jones,  of  Clinton,  and  they  had 
quite  a large  family  of  whom  the  eldest,  HJenry 
S.„  died  young;  William  H.  married  Kate 
O’Neil;  Charles  lived  in  Meriden;  Ann  was 
twice  married,  first  to  William  Burgess  and 
later  to'  Herbert  Beers,  and  is  now  living  in 
California  ; Jeremiah  and  Jane  were  never  mar- 
ried. (6)  Sybil,  born  February  15,  1811, 
died  in  June,  1871.  She  married  Henry  Mhr- 
ten  Furze,  an  Englishman,  and  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Eirilv  (deceased),  who  married  George 
W.  Quicken  boss,  and  had  one  son,  George  ■ 
Emile  Furze  Ouackenhoss.  (7)  Laura,  born 


December  27,  1813,  died  January  26,  1840. 
She  married  William  Furze.  (8)  Emily, 
barn  October  17,  1814,  died  unmarried  De- 
cember 23,  1834. 

By  his  second  marriage  John  Kelsey  had 
children  as  follows  : ( I ) Harvey  Bushnell,  born 
October  23,  1818,  died  March  3,  1900.  He 
was  married  February  27,  1843,  to  Hannah 
Ann  Lord,  by  whom/  he  had  two  sons,  William 
L.  and  Henry  B.  (2)  Harriot,  born  Novem- 
ber 5,  1820,  died  December  30,  1879;  on  No- 
vember 5,  1840,  she  married  James  A.  Chap- 
man, of  Westbrook,  and  their  daughter,  Har- 
riet Elizabeth,  born  October  23,  1841,  died 
March  26,  1898.  She  married  Joseph  A. 
Smith  November  25,  1869,  and  he  died  in 
March,  1894.  (3)  Elihu,  born  March  7,  1822, 

died  March  28,  1898.  He  was-  twice  married, 
first  to  Maria  Southworth,  and  second  to 
Catherine  Stone  Smith,  by  whom  he  was  the 
father  of  Ezra  Stone,  who  married  Fannie 
Leet ; Sarah  Maria,  who  married  George  Crut- 
tenden  of  East  River,  Conn.,  and  is  the  mother 
of  one  son,  Robert ; and  Mary  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Wesley  Blakeman,  and  is  the  mother  of 
three  children,  Eva  Dean,  John  Kelsey,  and 
Maud.  (4)  Sarah  Elizabeth,  the  next  in  the 
family  in  order  of  birth,  was  born  February  29, 
1824,  and  was  married  May  31,  1846,  to 
Thomas  Coxon  Acton.  This  very  happy 
union,  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  the  following 
family:  (a)  Thomas  Clinton,  born  April  2-5, 

1847,  was  married  June  9,  1870,  to'  Martha 
Amelia  LeFurgy  and  is  the  father  o:fl  Arrietta 
Hartell  and  Harry  Wagner,  (b)  Agnes  An- 
jenora,  born  January  23,'  1853,  is  unmarried, 
(c)  Sarah  Theresa,  born  July  9,  1856,  is  un- 
married. (d)  Carrie  Morgan,  born  June  19, 
1861,  is  unmarried.  (5)  Lydia  Smith,  born 
January  6,  1826,  died  January  30,  1893.  She 
was  married  April  10,  1850,  to  Andrew  Smith, 
of  East  River,  Conn.,  and  was  the  mother  of 
five  children — Garrett,  born  January  8,  1854, 
is  a lawyer  in  the  city  of  New  York,  married 
Leila  Wood,  and  has  had  three  children,  Rey- 
nold W.,  Florence  Amy  (deceased),  and  Helen 
Marguerite;  Thomas  A.,  born  March  2,  1858, 
married  Sadie  Alome,  and  has  three  children, 
Garrett,  Martha  Stone  and  Newman ; Martha 
Stone,  born  Mav  7,  i860,  is  unmarried;  Lydia 
Bushnell,  born  December  28,  1862;  is  unmar- 
ried; Elizabeth  Rosalind,  born  January  7, 
1869.  married  Thaddeus  F.  Leet,  who  dieddru 
1897,  leaving  three  children,  Emma  Lydia, 
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Dorothy  and  Caroline.  (6)  Samuel  Francis, 
born  December  13,  1830,  died  August  18, 
1.868. 

Hon.  Thomas  C.  Acton  was  born  Febru- 
ary 23,  1823,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  son 
of  John  Whittaker  and  Elizabeth  (Coxon) 
Acton,  natives  of  England,  who  had  children 
as  follows:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jackson  Cor- 

sa;  John,  who  died  young;  Thomas  Coxon; 
James  H.,  who  died  young;  Samuel  George, 
who  married  Louisa  Langdon;  Anna  C.,  who 
died  young;  and  Charles  Alonzo,  also  de- 
ceased, who  married  Ellen  Vaughan.  I he  last 
named  was  engaged  in  boot  and  shoe  making 
in  New  York  City.  Thomas  Coxon  Acton  re- 
ceived an  academic  education  in  his  native  city, 
and  in  due  time  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  there, 
though  he  never  was  actively  engaged  in  prac- 
tice. He  early  entered  public  life  as  a poli- 
tician, and  was  appointed  assistant  deputy 
county  clerk  in  1850,  under  George  W.  Riblet; 
he  was  in  the  surrogate’s  office  under  Alexand- 
er. Bradford,  and  for  six  years  was  deputy 
registrar.  In  i860  Gov.  Morgan  appointed 
him  commissioner  of  metropolitan  police,  and 
two  years  later  he  bee-ante  president  of  the 
board,  and  was  nine  years  in  that  position. 
He  instituted  the  paid  fire  departmtent,  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  health,  and  also  on  the 
■excise  board.  Mr.  Acton  was  an  active  official, 
strictly  enforced  the  laws,  and  insisted  that 
the  debt  of  the  city  could  be  paid  from  the 
excise  revenues  in  from  fifteen  to  twenty  years. 
During  this  period  the  Civil  wfir  took  place,  and 
in  July,  1863,  occurred  what  has  gone  down  in 
history  as  the  Draft  Riots,  caused  by  the  en- 
forcement of  the  act  of  conscription  to  supply 
men  for  the  army.  John  A.  Kennedy, the  super 
intendent  of  police,  became  disabled  early  on 
the  13th,  and  it  was  Mr.  Acton’s  duty  to  take 
active  charge  of  the  police,  which  he  immedi- 
ately did,  personally  directing  affairs  during 
the  exciting  days  that  followed. 

In  1869  Mr.  Acton  was  obliged  to  resign 
by  reason  of  failing  health.  However,  he  so 
far  recovered  his  health  that  in  1870  he  ac- 
cepted from  President  Grant  the  appointment 
of  superintendent  of  the  United  States  assay 
office,  which  position  /he  held  for  twelve  years, 
leaving  it  at  the  request  of  President  Arthur 
to  take  the  position  of  sub-treasurer  of  the 
United  States  in  Newt  York.  He  filled  this 
office  for  four  years.  In  October,  1887,  at  the 
opening  of  the  Bank  of  New  Amsterdam,  he 


w!as  made  its  president.  In  the  spring  of 
1895  he  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the  chair 
on  account  of  prolonged  ill  health. 

From  1857  Mr.  Acton  made  his  summer 
home  in  Saybrook,  and  when  he  left  the  bank 
Icated  there  perm|anently,  dying  there  May  1, 
1898.  He  wlas  an  active  business  man,  and 
belonged  to>  many  societies.  In  the  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  he 
was  for  years  an  active  and  earnest  worker, 
as  he  was  also  in  the  Society  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Cruelty  to  Children.  He  belonged 
to  the  Historical  Society,  and  was  a charter 
member  of  the  Union  League. 

WILLIAM  DIXON  PENFIELD,  one  of 
the  best  known  men  in  Portland,  is  also  one  of 
the  most  valuable  citizens  of  the  town.  He  is 
an  industrious  and  hard-working  man,  a public- 
spirited  and  wide-awake  business  character, 
and  a leading  worker  in  the  community  for 
church  and  school  interests.  He  springs  from 
one  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  town  of  Port- 
land, and  their  honorable  history  suffers  no 
stain  as  his  own  is  added  to  the  scroll.  Pen- 
field  Hill,  in  the  eastern  part  of  Portland,  was 
given  this  name  because  it  was  largely  popu- 
lated by  the  Peinfields. 

William  D.  Penfield  was  born  where  he 
now  lives,  November  7,  1837,  a son  of  Edward 
A.  and  Belinda  (Norton)  Penfield,  the  former 
born  July  13,  1810. 

John  Penfield,  the  first  of  the  tardily  in 
Portland,  came  from  Lebanon,  Conn.,  to  what 
is  now  Penfield  Hill,  early  in  the  1 8th  cen- 
tury. He  was  married  April  9,  1714,  to  Ann 
Cornwall,  a daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
Cornwall. 

Jonathan  Penfield,  son  of  John,  commonly 
called  Squire  Penfield,  was  a prominent  man 
in  his  day,  and  held  a number  of  offices,  among 
them  being  justice  of  the  peace,  registrar  of 
deeds,  and  town  clerk,  lie  engaged  in  farming 
and  lived  on  the  same  farm  that  is  now  occu- 
pied  bv  William  1).  Penfield.  and  the  house 
which  he  built  is  yet  standing. 

Zelnilon  Penfield,  son  of  Squire  Jonathan. 
w|as  born  April  16,  1765.  On  May  14.  1791, 
he  married  Prudence  Dixon,  who  was  born 
December  7,  1768,  a daughter  of  William 
Dixon.  lie  died  January  (>,  i860,  and  his 
wife  January  12,  1854.  and  they  were  laid  to 
rest  in  Cdnter  cemetery.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  Vienna  A.,  bom  August  20,  1792, 
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married!  first  Philip  Sage,  and  second  a Mr. 
Brown,  of  New  York,  and  died  in  Portland; 
Jonathan,  born  April  5,  1794,  died  June  5, 
1 795 ; William!  Walter,  born  March  19,  1796, 
lived  at  Olean,  N.  Y.,  and  died  there  when 
over  eighty  years  of  age;  Oliver,  born  April 
7,  1798,  died  unmarried  in  Portland,  April  10, 
1826;  Daniel,  born  February  28,  1800,  who 
lived  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  at 
one  time  residing  in  Ohio,  lived  to  be 
over  eighty  and  died  in  Hartford,  leaving 
sons,  Frederick  C.  (wlho  was  Consular  agent 
at  Cairo,  Egypt,  under  President  Cleveland), 
and  Daniel  E.  (an  artist  of  note  at  Warren, 
Mass.)  ; Ruth,  born  February  7,  1802,  died 
unmarried  in  Hartford;  Edward  A.,  Iborn 
June  6,  1806,  died  May  25,  1807;  Elizabeth 
A.,  born  May  1,  1808,  married  Hezekiah  G. 
Pelton,  of  whom  extended  mention  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work;  Edward  A.  (2)  born 
July  13,  1810,  was  the  father  of  William:  D. ; 
George  H.,  born  April  6,  1814,  lives  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. ; and  Sarah,  bom  April  6,  1816, 
died  August  14,  1834.  Zebulon  Penfield  was 
a farmer,  an  old-time  Democrat,  and  a 
prominent  man  in  his  day.  He  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  army,  having  been  called  into 
service  when  only  sixteen  years  old.  He  suc- 
ceeded his  father  as  town  clerk,  and  served 
thirty-four  years  in  that  position.  For  sixty 
years  the  office  of  the  town  clerk  was  on  his 
farm,  wjhich  wlas  about  the  center  of  old  Chat- 
ham, before  the  taking  away  of  Portland. 

Edward  A.  Penfield  was  born  and  reared 
on  the  old  farm1,  where  his  son  now  lives.  He 
attended  Captain  Partridge’s  school  in  Middle- 
town,  and  was  in  that  school  when  it  was 
broken  up.  As  a young  man  he  displayed  rare 
talent  as  a civil  engineer,  his  drawings  while  a 
boy  at  school  showing  great  gifts  in  that  di- 
rection. His  teachers  at  Captain  Partridge’s 
school  marveled  at  his  proficiency,  and  he  was 
early  urged  to  make  his  profession  fit  his  en- 
dowments. He  entered  the  classical  school  at 
Geneva,  N.  Y.,  with  high  ideals,  but  weak 
eyes  that  resulted  from  an  attack  of  scarlet 
fever  compelled  him  to  give  up  the  school  and 
return  to  the!  farm.  This  affliction  changed  all 
his  plans  for  the  future,  and  he  became  a farm- 
er, continuing  as  such  during  the  period  of 
his  active  life.  On  Mhrch  22,  1835,  Edward 
A.  Penfield  married  Belinda  Norton.  She  was 
born  in  Middle  Haddanr,  a daughter  of  Capt. 
Jabez  Clark  and  Sally  (Pelton)  Norton.  Cap- 


tain Norton,  who  was  a sea  captain,  and  lost 
while  out  in  the  ocean,  was  one  of  the  most 
advanced  Masons  of  his  time  in  the  United 
States,  taking  his  last  degree  in  Scotland.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Penfield  became  the  parents  of  a 
family  of  five  children:  Edward  P.,  born  July 

25,  1836,  is  now:  the  western  agent  of  the 
Michigan  Salt  Association  at  St.  Louis ; Will- 
iam Dixon  is  mentioned  below;  Louisa  M., 
born  October  12,  1841,  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
H.  Penfield,  of  New  Britain;  Emeline  B.,  born 
November  7,  1846,  married  Henry  L.  Stewart, 
of  Middle  Haddam;  and  Belinda  N,.,  born  June 

26,  1854.  Edward  A.  Penfield  died  August 
29,  1898,  and  his  wife  February  20,  1890. 
They  were  buried  in  Center  cemetery.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  was  judge  of 
the  probate  court  two  terms.  For  two*  years 
during  the  war,  he  was  selectman  of  Portland, 
and  while  he  was  in  that  position  the  quota  of 
Portland  was  never  short.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Middle  Had-  ! 
dant,  where  he  filled  the  position  of  senior  ; 
warden  for  twenty  years. 

William  Dixon  Penfield  has  been  an  exten-  [ 

F 

sive  traveler,  and  has  seen  a great  portion  of 
the  country,  under  various  circumstances.  He 
was  born  November  7,  1837,  and  was  reared 
in  Portland,  where  he  received  his  elementary  ? 
education.  For  three  years  he  was  a pupil  f 
in  the  school  of  Daniel  H.  Chase  in  Middle-  ! 
town,  and  he  graduated  at  the  Hartford  high  ! 
school  in  1858,  and  in  the  same  year  entered  | 
Trinity  College,  Hartford,  graduating  from  j 
the  latter  institution  in  the  class  of  1862  with 
the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  taught  school  the  fol- 
lowing year. 

Mr.  Penfield  might  justly  take  great  pride 
in  his  naval  experiences  during  the  war  and  j 
since.  On  August  18,  1863,  he  received  an 
official  appointmelnt  front  Commander  James 
H.  Strong,  U.  S.  N.,  as  captain’s  clerk  on  j 
board  the  United  States  steamier  “Mononga-  f 
hela”  and  at  once  resigned  his  position  as  prin- 
cipal of  the  Warrensburg  Academy,  Warren 
county,  N.  Y.  He  immediately  reported  for 
duty,  and  on  October  27th,  the!  “Monongahela” 
set  out  front  the  Southwest  Pass  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  with  the  expedition  under  Major- 
General  Banks.  This  steamer  assisted  in  land- 
ing troops  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

She  was  the  first  in  thel  capture  of  Aransas 
Pass,  and  was  engaged  in  the  capture  of  Fort 
Esperanza,  at  Pass  Cavallo,  the  entrance  to 
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Matagorda  Bay,  and  she  operated  with  the 
army  as  far  as  St.  Bernard’s  river.  While  in 
this  movement  she  was  ordered  back  to  the 
Mobile  blockade,  arriving  there  on  January 
17,  1864.  On  July  1 and  2,  of  that  year, 
she  was  engaged  in  destroying  the  “Ivanhoe,” 
close  undelr  Fort  Morgan.  On  July  4,  foil  own- 
ing, she  sent  eleven  eight-inch  rifle  shells  inside 
the  Fort.  Admiral  Farragut  sent  his  compli- 
ments to  the  rifle  gun  crew,  saying  it  was  the 
best  long-range  practice  he  had  ever  seen  in  his 
life.  The  “M'onongahela”  was  in  the  memor- 
able passage  of  the  Forts  and  the  battle:  of  Mot- 
bile  Bay,  on  August  5,  1864.  She  attacked  the 
“Tennessee”  in  Pilot  Cove,  and  drew  her  from 
her  attack  on  the  flagship.  She  assailed  her 
the  second  time,  as  she  was  going  up  the  bay, 
but  did  not  succeed  in  sinking  her.  On  Au- 
gust 24th,  the  next  day  after  the  surrender 
of  Fort  Morgan,  she  was  sent  to  Pensacola 
navy  yard,  as  she  was  badly  damaged  in  her 
last  encounter  with  the  “Tennessee.”  On  Sep- 
tember 9th,  Mr.  Penfield  reported  for  duty  on 
board  the  U.  S.  S.  “Brooklyn.”  He  was  dis- 
charged on  September  23,  1864,  and  was  reap- 
pointed for  duty  on  board  the  “Monongahela.” 
After  his  arrival  home  he  was  taken  sick  and 
wias  obliged  to  resign,  but  it  was  after  all  the 
fighting  of  the  West  Gulf  Squadron  was  over. 
On  August  5,  1865,  he  arrived  at  Richmond 
on  business  for  his  uncle,  and  remained  in 
that  city  until  July,  1867.  During  his  resi- 
dence he  became  acquainted  with  many  leading 
men  of  the  South.  In  March,  1867,  he  went 
to  East  Saginaw,  Mich.,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  dry  goods  business  until  July,  1872.  De- 
siring out-of-door  employment  for  the  benefit 
of  his  health,  he  went  to  Illinois  and  learned 
fanning.  He  remained  there  until  March, 
1881,  and  in  July  of  that  year  returned  to 
Portland,  Conn.,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
His  return  to  his  old  home  was  largely  from  a 
sense  of  duty  to  his  aged  parents,  who  were 
feeling  the  need  of  younger  hands  at  home. 

Mr.  Penfield  has  always  taken  a deep  in- 
terest in  school  matters.  Believing  that  a 
a thorough  education  for  the  young  will  save 
the  Republic  from  many  disastrous  experi- 
ments in  government,  he  has  sought  to  do 
what  he  could  to  improve  the  schools.  When 
in  Bourbon,  Illinois,  he  was  a member  of  the 
school  board  of  a chartered  school,  and  for  the 
last  three  years  was  secretary  of  the  board, 
lie  has  been  a member  of  the  board  of  school 


visitors  for  Portland  about  fifteen  years,  sec- 
retary of  the  board  for  nine  years,  and  act- 
ing visitor  for  eight  years.  A communicant  in 
the  Episcopal  Church,  he  has  been  active  in 
its  work,  and  is  treasurer  and  senior  warden  of 
the  parish  in  Middle  Haddam. 

FRANCIS  A.  SHAILER  (deceased). 
The  Shailer  family  traces  descent  from  the 
proprietary  family  of  Shailer,  who  in  1662 
came  froml  Wethersfield  to  Haddam. 

John  E.  Shailer  married  Eunice  Pratt,  a 
daughter  of  Walter  Pratt,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  Francis  A.,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch.’ 

1 Francis  A.  Shailer  was  born  in  Deep  River 
August  17,  1849.  His  early  education  was 
received  in  the  local  schools,  and  afterward  he 
entered  the  establishment  of  Samuel  F.  Snow, 
,of  Deep  River,  where  he  remained  for  four 
years  in  the  capacity  of  clerk.  Deciding  to 
adopt  the  profession  of  dentistry  as  his  life 
work,  he  then  went  to  Philadelphia,  and  en- 
tered the  best  known  college  of  that  kind,  re- 
turning to  East  Haddam  for  a year  of  practice, 
when  he  returned  to  Philadelphia  and  finished 
the  course.  After  locating  in  Essex  he  built 
up  a largel  and  lucrative  practice,  and  was  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  skillful  practitioners 
in  the  State.  He  opened  up  an  office  also  in 
Deep  River  to>  accommodate  his  patrons  in 
that  vicinity,  and  every  Monday  he  was  sure 
to  be  found  there,  missing  but  three  appoint- 
ments during  his  years  of  practice,  this  in- 
cluding almost  his  entire  professional  life. 

In  politics  Mr.  Shailer  was  a Republican, 
and  he  always  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  town,  particularly  in  educational 
matters,  and  he  was  a willing  memlier  of  the 
school  hoard  for  twelve  vears.  acting  as  school 
visitor  the  most  of  the  time.  At  his  death  on 
April  12,  1898,  lie  was  a consistent  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  had 
taken  an  active  interest  for  many  years.  In 
the  death  of  Dr.  Shailer  the  comnmmity  lost 
one  of  its  most  esteemed  citizens. 

On  May  10,  1877,  in  Essex,  Dr.  Shailer 
was  married  to  Rosabel  A.  Rogers,  daughter 
of  William  C.  and  Carrie  S.  (Scovell)  Rogers, 
and  to  this  union  were  born:  Florence,  l*om 

Decenvlier  20,  1871),  is  a normal  school  gradu- 
ate, and  now  a teacher,  in  Essex;  Louise 
Eliott,  born  February  14,  1881.  married  Fran- 
cis E.  Dennison,  of  Hartford,  and  has  one 
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daughter,  Frances  Eugenie;  Francels  A.,  born 
January  2,  1884,  is  a stenographer  and  type- 
writer in  the  Conservatory  of  Music,  in  Hart- 
ford, and  Helen,  born  December  31,  1889. 

John  C.  Rogers,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Shader,  was  a lifetime  resident  of  Deep  River, 
and  there  married  Phebe  Gladding.  Mr. 
Rogers  was  one  of  ihe:  earliest  manufacturers 
in  ivory  of  the  town.  He  and  his  wife,  Phebe 
Gladding,  became  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children : William  C.,  the  father  of 

Mrs.  Shader;  Calvin,  the  father  of  Mrs.  James 
P.  Jones,  of  Deep  River;  Phebe;  Catherine, 
wife  of  Samuel  Shailer,  of  Deep  River;  and 
Prudence. 

William  C.  Rogers  was  a native  of  Deep 
River,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  mar- 
ried Carrie  S.  Scovell,  a daughter  of  Amos 
and  Hannah  (Pratt)  Scovell  (the  latter  being 
a daughter  of  Gideon  Pratt),  now  living  and 
visiting  a daughter  in  Italy.  To  William!  C. 
Rogers  and  wife  were  born  : Rosabel  A.,  Mrs. 
Francis  A.  Shailer,  was  born  July  15,  1856, 
in  Essdx,  in  the  old  Scovell  homestead  near 
the  depot,  and  grew  to'  womanhood  in  Deep 
River;  Daniel  S.,  D.  D.  S.,  who  was  born 
January  3,  i860,  and  married  Lillian  Shaw, 
by  whom  he  has  two  children,  William  and 
Henela,  resides  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he 
practices  his  profession;  and  Helen  L.,  born 
October  2,  1861,  married  Albert  Ameglio,  of 
San  Reno,  Italy,  on  the  Riveira,  has  two 
daughters,  Theresa  and  Emile. 

CARLOS  HENRY  CHAPMAN.  The 
Chapman  family  of  Old  Saybrook,  Middle- 
sex county,  are  among  the  earliest  of  the  fami- 
lies that  settled  in  that  locality.  The  name 
Chapman  is  of  Saxon  origin,  the  early  spell- 
ing being  Ceapman,  meaning  a chapman,  or 
marketman,  manager  or  merchant.  The  sur- 
name Chapman  occurs  among  the  earliest  Eng- 
lish surnames,  and  the  family,  in  many  of  its 
various  branches,  becamJe  somewhat  distin- 
guished at  an  early  day. 

Robert  Chapman,  the  first  American  settler, 
was  a native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  coming  in 
1635,  from  Hull,  from  which  place  he  sailed  in 
company  with  Lion  Gardiner,  for  Saybrook  on 
Nov,  3d,  as  one  of  the  company  of  twenty 
men  who  were  sent  over  by  Sir  Richard  Sal- 
tonstall  to  take  possession  of  a large  tract  of 
land  and  make  settlemlents  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Connecticut  river,  under  the  patent  of 


Lord  Say  and  Seal.  He  is  supposed  to  have 
been  about  eighteen  years  of  age  at  the  time. 
Among  his  personal  friends  Col.  John  Fen- 
wick, of  the  town  of  Fenwick,  in  Old  Saybrook, 
is  narrJed.  That  Robert  Chapman  became  a 
man  of  influence  in  the  town  is  evident  from 
the  fact  that,  for  mlany  years,  he  held  the  of- 
fice of  clerk,  and  also  that  of  clerk  of  the 
Oyster  River  Quarter,  and  filled  many  import- 
ant stations.  For  many  years  he  was  com- 
missioner for  Saybrook,  and  was  elected  depu- 
ty to  the  General  Court,  at  Hartford,  forty- 
three  times  and  assistant  nine  times,  his  serv- 
ice as  deputy  coming  between  September  14, 
1654,  and  October  14,  1680,  land  as  assistant 
between  Mlay  16,  1661,  and  October  14,  1684. 
Settling  upon  a tract  of  land  in  Oyster  River, 
about  two  miles  west  of  the  Connecticut  river, 
in  Saybrook,  he  became  a very  large  land- 
holder in  Saybrook,  and  also  in  East  Haddam. 
In  1642  Robert  Chapman  married  Ann  Blith, 
or  Bliss.  He  died  in  1687,  and  she  in  1685. 
Their  family:  John,  Robert,  Anna,  Hannah, 

Nathaniel,  Mary,  and  Sarah. 

Robert  Chapman,  second  son  oif  Robert, 
was  born  at  Saybrook,  and  was  extensively 
engaged  in  agriculture,  owning  at  the  time  of 
his  decease  not  less  than  two  thousand  acres 
of  land  in  Saybrook,  Bast  Haddam  and  He- 
bron. He  was  a-  man  of  extensive  influence 
in  civil  affairs.  For  many  years  he  was  clerk' 
of  the  Oyster  River  Quarter,  and  was  com-- 
missioner  and  surveyor  of  the  town  of  Say- 
brook. Elected  as  representative  to*  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  he  filled  that  office  for  eighteen 
sessions,  from  1692  to  1711.  In  the  Congre- 
gational Church  he  was  also’  prominent.  His 
death  occurred  suddenly,  while  he  was  in  the 
courtroom  at  Hartford,  soon  after  the  open- 
ing of  the  November  session,  in  1711,  and 
he  is  buried  in  the  rear  of  the  Center  Church, 
in  Hartford.  His  first  marriage  was  to  Sa- 
rah, daughter  of  Lieut.  Francis  Griswold,  of 
Norwich,  and  by  her  he  had  nine  children. 
She  died  April  7,  1692,  and  he  married  for  his 
second  wife  Mary  Sheater,  widow  of  Samuel 
Sheater,  of  Killingworth.  The  children  born 
of  these  unions  were : Samuel,  Robert.  Sarah, 
Francis,  Dorcas.  Stephen,  Sarah,  two.  who  died 
in  infancy,  Benjamin,  Mehetable,  Stephen  and 
Abigail . 

Capt.  Siamuel  Chapman,  eldest  son  of  Rob- 
ert (2),  married  Margaret  Griswold,  of  Nor- 
wich. He  was  a prominent  man  in  Saybrook 
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military  affairs,  residing  in  what  is  now  the 
town  of  Westbrook,  and  with  his  wife  was 
among  the  fourteen  to  organize  the  first  church 
there,  on  June  29,  1726.  Four  of  his  de- 
scendants have  been  successively  deacons  in 
that  church.  Capt.  Samuel  and  Margaret 
Chapman  had  ten  children,  the  eighth,  Caleb, 
barn  in  1708,  being  the  direct  ancestor  of 
our  subject. 

Caleb  Chapman,  son  of  Capt.  Sam- 
uel, .married  Deborah,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Jones,  in  1738,  and  their  family  numbered 
eight,  the  eldest,  Caleb  C.,  being  the  next  in 
line. 

Caleb  C.  Chapman,  born  in  1740,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  married  (first) 
Phebe  Post,  in  1764,  and  by  her  had  one 
child.  His  second  marriage,  in  1769,  was  to 
Elizabeth  Bushnell.  He  was  a prominent  man 
in  the  parish  of  Westbrook  in  both  civil  and 
religious  affairs,  was  chosen  deacon  of  the 
Congregational  Church  in  1780,  and  served 
in  that  capacity  for  seventeen  years,  until  his 
decease,  in  1797.  His  children  were:  Chloe, 
Elizabeth,  Richard,  Charles,  Henry,  Timothy 
and  Edward. 

Richard  Chapman,  the  grandfather  of  Car- 
los H.,  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  lived 
where  our  subject  now  resides,  there  building 
the  present  house.  For  a long  course  of 
years  Ire  was  a consistent  and  exemplary  mem- 
ber of  th,e  Congregational  Church  of  West- 
brook, and  he  died  in  September,  1850,  la- 
mented by  all  who  knew  him.  An  old-time 
Whig,  he  was  firm  in  his  beliefs,  and  took 
a prominent  stand  in  the  management  of  town 
affairs.  The  children  born  to  him  and  his 
wife,  Elizabeth  (Doty)  Chapman,  were:  Rich- 
ard; Rebecca;  Henry;  Eunice  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Edward  Marsh;  Linus;  Ezra;  Linus 
Ezra,  the  father  of  our  subject;  and  Sylvia.. 

> Linus  Ezra  Chapman  was  born  January 
15.  1813  in  the  house  now  occupied  by  his 
son,  Carlos  H.,  and  there  his  early  life  was 
spent.  For  many  years  he  taught  school  in 
his  native  district  and  town  during  the  win- 
ters, his  farm  occupying  him  during  the  sum- 
mers. Later  he  gave  up  teaching,  purchasing 
the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  home 
place,  and  the  rest  of  his  life  he  devoted  to 
farming  and  fishing,  being  in  active  health  un- 
til his  decease.  A Whig  in  |x>litics,  lie  was 
sent  to  the  Assembly  (in  Hartford)  from 
Westbrook,  was  also  selectman  for  a number 


of  years,  and  held  many  minor  offices.  His 
death  occurred  in  August,  1882.  On  Septem- 
ber 22,  1839,  he  married  Une  Jones,  of  West- 
brook, wiho  was  born  in  1817,  a daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Louisa  Jones,  and  died  Septem- 
ber 15,  1899,  at  the  home  of  our  subject.  Chil- 
dren as  follows  were  'born  of  this  m'arriage: 
Carlos  Henry;  Linus  Stanley,  born  in  April, 
1843,  who  married  Jessie  Lee,  and  is  engaged 
in  the  jobbing  business  in  Chicago1;  and  Louisa, 
who  died  in  infancy. 

Carlos  Henry  Chapman,  our  subject,  was 
barn  July  28,  1840,  at  the  old  homestead  in 
which  he  now,  resides.  His  educational  advan- 
tages were  superior  to  those  of  many  of  his 
companions,  as,  after  passing  through  the  dis- 
trict schools,  he  was  given  a course  in  West- 
brook Academy.  Displaying  a fondness  for 
the  waiter,  he  then  went  to  sea,  being  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  and  fishing  trade  and 
in  the  carrying  of  produce  to  market ; becoming 
successful,  he  might  have  continued  in  the 
same  line  longer  had  not  the  Civil  war  broken 
out.  On  September  19,  1861,  Mir.  Chapman 
was  one  of  the  many  brave  men  who  put  aside 
their  private  interests  to  enlist  in  the  service 
of  their  country.  He  became  a private  in  Com- 
pany F,  Twelfth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  un- 
der Capt.  S.  E.  Clark  and  Col.  Deming.  The 
regiment  was  sent  first  to  New  Orleans,  thence 
to  the  siege  of  Fort  Hudson,  engaging  in 
four  fights  on  the  way,  and  for  forty-three 
days  our  subject,  with  his  brave  regiment,  was 
under  fire,  before  the  surrender  took  place, 
in  July,  1863.  The  regiment  then  went  to 
Donaldsonville,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  and 
w|as  soon  engaged  in  a fight  there,  and  then 
went  to  Brashear  City,  on  Berwick  bay,  thence 
to  Bayou  Teche,  where  they  spent  the  winter 
until  February,  1864,  when  they  were  dis- 
charged. Mr.  Chapman  came  home  on  a vet- 
eran's furlough,  having  re-enlisted,  and  re- 
joined his  regiment,  in  March.  18(4.  going  to 
New  Orleans;  thence  to  Morganza  Bend,  La., 
thence  to  Algiers,  La.,  where  he  took  trans- 
port for  Fortress  Monroe.  I’pon  arrival  there 
the  regiment  was  sent  to  Bermuda  Hundred, 
and  then  to  the  trenches  before  Petersburg, 
Where  they  remained  two  days,  being  thence 
transported  to  Monocacy,  Md..  to  join  Sheri- 
dan s army,  and  going  down  the  Shenandoah 
Valley  in  time  to  participate  in  the  battle  of 
\\  inches  ter  and  see  the  gallant  commander 
on  his  famous  ride.  Tliev  were  also  in  the 
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engagements  at  Fisher’s  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek. 
At  the  latter  place  our  subject  was.  in  a de- 
tachment of  men  who  were  nearly  surrounded 
by  an  army  of  thirty  thousand  Confederates, 
and  only  fifteen  of  the  whole  number  es- 
caped, Mir.  Chapman  having  a close  call.  The 
regiment  remained  in  the  Valley  until  the  as- 
sassination of  President  Lincoln,  and  was  then 
sent  to  Washington  to  do  picket  duty  around 
the  city,  remaining  until  May  I,  1865,  when 
it  was  sent  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  doing  patrol 
duty  there  until  August  15,  1865.  It  was 
then  sent  home  and  discharged,  its  members 
scattering  over  the  country,  though  ever  bound 
together  by  bonds  that  time  cannot  sever. 

After  his  return  to  peaceful  pursuits,  at  the 
close  of  his  faithful  service,  Mir.  Chapman  for 
a time  engaged  in  farming,  and  also  in  shad 
fishing  in  the  waters  near  his  father’s  estate. 
Upon  the  death  of  the  latter  he  bought  the 
interests  of  the  other  heirs,  and  has  (since 
been  entirely  engaged  in  the  management  of 
his  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  Mr.  Chapman 
is  the  owner  of  some  valuable  property  which 
is  now  known  as  “Chapman’s  Beach,’’  form- 
erly a part  of  his  farm,  which  he  has  init- 
proved  and  opened  up  for  a delightful  summer 
resort,  building  attractive  cottages  for  sale. 
Mr.  Chapman  was  Married  in  February,  1865, 
while  home  on  a furlough,  to  Carrie  H.  Post, 
of  Westbrook,  daughter  of  Lyman  and  Caro- 
line (Jones)  Post,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Richard,  who  resides  at  home  with,  his  parents. 

Mir.  Chapman  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  public  life;  has  been  on  the  board  of  relief; 
was  selectman  for  one  term;  justice  of  the 
peace  for  twenty-five  years ; and  a member  of 
the  State  Legislature  during  1898-99,  serving 
on  the  committee  on  State  Prisons,  Socially 
he  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  West- 
brook Grange,  and  is  now  steward  of  the 
same,  and  belongs  to  Chapman  Post,  No.  52, 
G.  A.  R.,  being  its  quartermaster.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Chapman  are  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  he  being  -clerk  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  committee. 

THOMAS  GILBERT  is  a highly  re- 
spected, prominent  and  well-known  citizen  of 
the  Newfield  District  of  Middletown,  Middle- 
sex county.  The  familv  of  which  he  is  a 
conspicuous  representative  began  its  history  in 
America  with  the  coming  of  Jonathan  Gil- 
bert to-  Hartford,  in  1640.  It  is  thought  he 


may  have  been  a son  of  William  Gilbert  of 
Windsor,  who  was  made  a freemfin  of  Con- 
necticut in  1640.  Jonathan  Gilbert  married 
in  1645  Mary  White,  who  died  about  1650, 
and  he  Married  Mary  Hugh  Wells.  He  was  a 
townsman  1658,  1664,  1670,  1674  and  1678, 
was  deputy  collector  of  customs  and  marshal 
of  the  Colony.  He  died  in  1682  his  widow  sur- 
viving him)  until  1700.  They  were  the  parents, 
of  eleven  children. 

Jonathan  Gilbert  (2),  son  of  Jonathan, 
married  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Stowe,  by  whom  he  had  the  following-  named 
children : Mary,  a son  that  died  in  infancy, 

Mehitable,  Luther,  John,  Jonathan,  a son  born 
in  1687,  Jonathan  (2),  Nathaniel,  Ezekiel, 
Sarah  and  Mehitable  (2).  The  father  of  this 
family  died  in  1698,  and  the  mother  shortly 
afterward. 

Nathaniel  Gilbert,  son  of  Jonathan  (2), 
born  December  27,  1689,  was  known  as  Lieut 
Njatbaniel  Gilbelrt.  He  was  twice  married,  first 
in  1716,  to-  Hannah  Ailing,  born  in  1698,  who 
died  in  1724.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Ailing,  Hannah,  Dorothy,  and  Nathan- 
iel. Elizabeth  Prout  became  his  second  wife, 
and  she  was  mother  to  the  following:  Eliza- 

beth, Elizabeth  (2),  Eunice,  and  Ebenezer. 
Lieutenant  Gilbert  died  in  1756. 

Ebenezer  Gilbert,  born  June  16,  1731,  the 
youngest  of  his  father’s  family,  lived  in  New- 
field, on  the  spot  where  Thomas  Gilbert  is  now 
living.  He  built  what  was  in  its  time  a fine 
house,  with  six  large  fireplaces,  and  which  was 
torn  down  by  his  great-grandson,  Deacon 
Thomas  Gilbert,  in  1867.  An  extensive  land 
owneir  and  an  industrious  farmer,  'he 
w,as  a man  of  influence  in  his  dav.  On 
September  26,  1754,  he  married  Hannah 

Miller,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing named  children : Ebenezer,  Han- 

nah (who  married  Seth  Deming),  Benja- 
min, Timothy,  Luther  and  Sarah.  Ebenezer 
served  as  a surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
in  the  American  navy.  His  wife  was  a French 
lady,  wbomf  he  courted  and  married  under 
rather  romantic  circumstances.  Her  father, 
who  was  on  a tour  in  this  country,  was  taken 
ill  and  Dr.  Gilbert,  who  was  the  only  one  in 
the  neighborhood  who,  could  speak  French,  was 
called  upon  to  minister  to,  him,  thus  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  daughter.  The  marriage 
wifis  opposed  by  both  families  on  account  of 
the  radical  difference  of  their  religious  views* 
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Dr.  J.  Ni  Gilbert  of  Middletown,  was  a son  of 
the  above  couple.  Ebenezer  Gilbert,  Sr.,  dieid 
in  1812,  and  his  wife  in  1802. 

Benjamin  Gilbert,  the  third  child  in  the 
above  family,  was  born  July  28,  1760,  in  the 
house  in  New  field  mentioned.  When  nineteen 
years  old  he  enlisted  in  the  army  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  served  three  years,  when  he  was 
honorably  discharged.  He  owned  a large  tract 
of  land,  was  an  extensive  farmer  and  put  up 
the  house  now  occupied  by  Orrin  Gilbert.  In 
his  earlier  life  he  was  a Congregationalist,  but 
in  his  later  years  became  a Baptist.  He  died 
in  1846.  Benjamin  Gilbert  was  married  in 
1784  to  Mary  Hamlin,  and  they  had  the  fol- 
lowing children  : ( 1 ) Miary,  married  Samuel 

Miller,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Augustus 
Miller,  whose  sketch  may  be  found  elsewhere. 
(2)  Harriet,  married  a Mr.  Wet  more  and 
lnJoved  to  the  State  of  New  York,  where  she 
died.  (3)  Timothy  married  Ada  Cromell, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  Curtis  Gilbert, 
whose  sketch  may  be  found  elsewhere.  (4) 
Orrin  is  mentioned  farther  on.  (5)  Curtis 
went  iWest  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  set- 
tled at  Terre  Haute,  when  Indiana  was  a wil- 
derness, and  became  wealthy.  He  died  in  1877 
in  Florida,  whither  he  had  gone  in  the  hope  of 
benefiting  his  health.  He  was  married  first  to 
Catharine  Alletn,  and  second1  to  Mary  C.  King, 
and  became  the  father  of  ten  children.  (6) 
Benjamin.  (7)  Hannah  married  Eliphalet 
Tinker,  and  died  in  Jamestown,  N.  Y.  (8) 
Martha,  married  George  Camp.  Benjamin 
Gilbert  died  in  1846,  and  his  wife  died  June  3, 
1826.  Both  were  buried  in  Indian  Hill  ceme- 
tery. 

Orrin  Gill>ert,  the  father  of  Thomas  Gil- 
bert, was  born  (April  9,  1793,  in  Newfield, 
where  he  was  reared  to  farming.  He  had  a dis- 
trict schooling.  He  began  his  farmting  career 
with  eighty  acres  of  his  father’s  farm,  and 
after  the  death  of  his  parents  bought  out  the 
other  heirs,  and  became  possessed  of  the  pater- 
nal acres.  At  the  tim'e  of  his  death  he  owned 
over  200  acres.  A straightforward  mh.11,  he 
was  an  industrious  and  prosperous  farmer, 
and  with  the  aid  of  his  energetic  wife  accumu- 
lated m'uch  property.  In  jm)1  itics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  in  religion  a member  of  the 
Baptist  church,  wjhile  his  wife  belonged  to  the 
Congregational  Church. 

On  June  6,  1832,  Mr.  Gilbert  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Benjamin  C.  and  Abiah 


(Cornwell)  Bacon.  She  was  born  in  1806, 
and  died  October  10,  1881.  He  died  October 
10,  1866,  and  was  buried  in  Indian  Hill  ceme- 
tery. Their  children  were : ( I ) Hannah 

born  April  20,  1835,  died  August  17,  1872,. 
(2)  Julia,  was  born  April  3,  1838.  (3) 

Thomas  is  mentioned  below.  (4)  tlenry, 
born  March  27,  1842,  married  Lucy  Gris- 
wold, and  second,  Miranda  WJilcox.  (5)  John, 
born  February  28,  1844,  died  September  22, 
1845.  (6)  Charles,  born  November  2,  1846, 

married  Mary  Dean,  of  Westfield;  he  is  a 
manufacturer  and  contractor  in  Middletown. 
( 7)  Orrin,  born  May  13,  1830,  married  Emma 
Cross  in  1888.  He  lives  in  Newfield. 

Thomas  Gilbert  was  born  February  6, 
1840,  in  the  house  that  was  standing  on  the 
site  of  his  present  home.  He  attended  the 
district  school,  and  for  three  termfe  was  a pu- 
pil of  Daniel  H.  Chase.  Until  he  was  of  age, 
he  lived  at  home.  His  father  had  been  put  to 
work  early  himself  and  his  children  had  the 
same  discipline,  all  their  childhood  being  a 
round  of  work.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one- 
years  Thomas  wtent  to  Hartford,  and  for  a 
time!  was  employed  in  Sharp’s  armory,  during 
which  period  he  was  drafted  into  the  military 
service  of  (the  government,  but  he  paid  the 
exemption  fee.  Returning  to  the  home  farm,, 
he  lived  with  his  father  until  1867,  when  he 
built  and  moved  to  his  present  home,  where 
he  has  carried  on  fruit  growing  as  well  as 
general  farming  up  to  the  present  time.  For 
over  thirty  years  he  has  had  an  agetney  for  the 
sale  of  farm;  machinery. 

Thomas  Gilbert  was  married  January  1, 
1867,  to  Rosilla  D.,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Ro-silla  (Sidell)  Tucker,  a sketch  of  whom  will 
be  found  elsewhere.  Mrs.  Gilbert  was  bom 
Septembelr  6,  1846.  Children  as  follows  have 
blessed  this  union  : ( 1)  Jessie  O.,  born  Novem- 
ber 10,  1869,  died  January  5,  1870.  (2)  Clif- 

ford C.,  born  Deceml>er  5,  1870,  is  a graduate 
of  Wesleyan  University,  class  of  1893,  aiu*  ot 
Yale  Law  School,  1896,  receiving  the  degree 
of  I.L.  B.,  and  took  a post-graduate  course  at 
Yale  in  1897,  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  L.  lie 
read  law  in  the  office  of  M.  Eugene  Culver, 
Middletown,  and  later  with  Henry  G.  Newton, 
in  New  Haven,  in  which  city  he  is  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  (3)  Norman  Fv- 
! erett,  Itorn  December  15,  1874,  is  a graduate  of 
the  Middletown  High  School  and  of  Wesleyan 
I University,  1895,  B.  A.;  he  took  a post-gradu- 
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ate  course  in  1896,  receiving  the  degree  of  M!. 
A.,  and  February  22,  1901,  received  from  the 
Johns  Hopkins  University  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Philosophy.  In  September,  1901,  he  ac- 
cepted the  Professorship  of  Physics  at  Ho- 
bart College,  Geneva,  N.  Y.  (4)  Mabel  Rie- 
delle,  born  August  3,  1878,  graduated  from 
Middletown  High  School  in  the  class  of  1896, 
and  from]  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary  in  1901,  re- 
ceiving the  degree  of  B.  A.  She  took  the  col- 
lege graduate  course  at  New  Britain  Normal 
School,  graduating  in  1902. 

Thomlas  Gilbert  is  a Republican.  He  be- 
longs to  Mattabassett  Grange,  Middletown,  and 
has  acted  as  treasurer  of  the  same  since  its  or- 
ganization. He  is  also-  treasurer  of  Central 
Pomona  Grange,  of  which  Mrs.  Gilbert  is  lec- 
turer. He  belongs  to  the  State  Pomological 
Association.  In  religion  lie  is  a member  of 
the  First  Church  in  Middletown,  of  which  he 
has  been  deacon  since  1885. 

ALFRED  N.  SWEET,  the  noted  bone 
setter  of  Middletown,  belongs  to  that  cele- 
brated family  who  ifor  eight  generations  have 
practiced  bone  setting.  The  family  is  a famous 
one  in  the  New  England  States,  and  undoubt- 
edly the  most  noted  family  in  one  particular 
line  in  this  country.  As  far  back  as  their  au- 
thentic history  can  be  obtained,  and  from  tra- 
dition, leading  us  still  farther,  we  find  that 
they  have  always  been  accredited  With  ability 
in  an  eminent  degree  for  bone  setting,  though 
uneducated  in  any  department  of  surgery,  and 
as  we  follow  along  down  the  genealogical  line 
we  find  members  of  the  family  who  have  be- 
come especially  prominent  in  the  practice  of 
this  art. 

The  Sweet  family  'of  Rhode  Island,  of 
which  the  Connecticut  fair ,'ily  is  a branch,  has 
been  especially  distinguished  through  their 
more  than  250  years  of  residence  there  as 
natural  bone  setters,  in  which  are  many  of* 
the  posterity  of  the  emigrant  settler  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  have  become  eminent. 

Austin,  in  his  Genealogical  Dictionary  of 
Rhode  Island,  gives  John  Sweet  as  a settler 
as  early  as  1632,  locating  him  at  Salem:  and 
Providence,  and  as  dying  in  1637.  He  gives 
his  wife’s  name  as  Mary.  Job  Sweet,  of  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  who  furnishes  the  data  of  the 
Sweet  family  given  in  the  little  wlork  on  the 
Robinson,  Hazard  and  Sweet  families,  follows 
Savage,  and  makes  the  emigrant  ancestor 


James  Sweet,  a son  of  Isaac  and  Mary,  the 
former  likely  having  died  previous  to  the  emi- 
gration of  Mary  and  her  sons,  John  and  James. 
James  Sweet,  of  Wales,  the  recognized  an- 
cestor of  this  branch,  came  to  New  England 
in  1630,  was  of  Salem,  Mass.,  in  1631,  an  in- 
habitant of  Warwick,  R.  I.,  in  1648,  and  later 
of  King’s  Town.  He  settled  near  Ridge  Hill, 
in  North  Kingston,  R.  I.  He  married  Mary 
daughter  of  John  and  Joan  (Tattersall) 
Greene,  and  died  in  1695.  He  had  children: 
Janies,  Miary,  Benoni,  Valentine,  Samuel,  Jere- 
miah, Renewed,  and  Sylvester,  all  born  in 
North  Kingston,  between  1655  and  1674. 

From  this  James  Swieet  are  descended  the 
Lebanon  Sweets,  to-  which  branch  of  the  fami- 
ly Alfred  N.  Sweet  belongs',  he  being  a rep- 
resentative of  the  eighth  generation  from 
Janies  Sweet,  of  Wales,  his  line  being  through 
Benoni,  James  (2),  Job,  Benoni  (2),  Benoni 
(3),  and  Gideon  H. 

(II)  Benoni  Sweet,  born  November  28, 
1663,  married  Elizabeth  Sweet,  and  they  had 
children,  James,  Mlargaret,  Benoni,  Mary, 
Elizabeth  and  Thomas,  all  born  between  1688 
and  1703,  and  in  North  Kingston.  Benoni 
Sweet,  the  father,  was  a captain  in  the  Brit- 
ish service,  and  was  a well-informed  man.  He 
gained,  celebrity  as  a natural  bone  setter,  and 
was  styled  “Doctor,”  but  practiced  only  in  re- 
storing dislocations.  He  was  a regular  com- 
municant of  the  church,  and  officiated  as  ves- 
tryman until  the  time  of  Wis  death,  July  19, 
U51- 

(III)  James  Sweet  (2),  born  June  28, 

1688,  mlarried  Mary  Sweet,  and  they  ihad  chil- 
dren: Benoni,  Eben,  Miary,  James,  Elisha, 

Freelove,  Job,  Elizabeth  and  Margaret. 

(IV)  Job  Sweet,  born  December  1,  1724, 

married  July  5,  1750,  in  South  Kingston,  Je- 
mima, Sherman,  and  had  children : Rufus, 

Jeremiah,  Gideon,  James,  Benoni,  Jonathan, 
Margaret,  Lydia,  Hannah  and  Sarah,  all  born 
between  1753  and  1774.  Job  Sweet,  early 
in  life,  removed  to  South  Kingston.  He  at- 
tained eminence  as  a natural  bone  setter,  and 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution  was  called 
to  Newport  to  set  dislocated  bones  for  the 
French  officers.  After  the  war,  at  the  solici- 
tation of  Col.  Burr,  afterward  vice-president, 
he  went  to  New  York  to  set  a dislocated  hip 
of  Burr’s  daughter. 

(V)  Benoni  Sweet  (2),  born  October  7, 
1760,  died  August  26,  1840.  He  had  for  a 
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few  years  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
father,  but  removing  to-  Lebanon,  Conn.,  in 
1793,  he  determined  not  to  practice  bone  set- 
ting any  more,  but  to  give  his  whole  atten- 
tion to  farming.  This  resolution,  however,  he 
was  unable  to  carry  out,  for  a dislocated 
shoulder  in  his  own  neighborhood,  which 
baffled  the  surgeons,  forced  him  again  into 
the  practice  of  this,  his  legitimate  and  natural 
calling,  which  he  never  afterwlard  abandoned 
during  bis  active  life.  On  March  13,  1791, 
in  Kingston,  R.  I.,  Benoni  Sweet  married  Sa,- 
rah  Champlin,  who  was  born  June  6,  1769, 
and  died  November  17,  1833.  Their  children,’ 
all  save  the  eldest,  born  in  Lebanon,  were  as 
follows:  (1)  Susannah,  born  February  16, 

1792,  died  September  12,  1862.  (2)  Thomas 

B.„  born  July  14,  1794,  died  September  17, 
1813.  (3)  Benoni,  born  July  20,  1796,  was 

the  grandfather  of  Alfred  N.  Sweet.  (4) 
Stephen,  born  March  30,  1798,  died  March 
21,  1874.  He  was  located  at  Franklin,  Conn., 
where  he  practiced  bone  setting.  (5)  Sarah, 
born  March  20,  1800,  died  in  May,  1857.  She 
practiced  bone  setting  for  a time  in  Williman- 
tic.  (6)!  Mjarv,  born  November  19,  1802,  died 
November  28,  1872.  (7)  Lydia,  born  Janu- 
ary 30,  1805,  died  January  23,  1856.  (8) 

Hannah,  born  February  7,  1807,  died  Febru- 
ary 20,  1887.  (9)  Lucy,  born  October  15, 

1809,  died  September  22,  1883.  (10)  Charles, 

born  December  20,  i8u,  was  a noted  bone 
setter. 

(VI)  Benoni  Sweet  (3),  son  of  Benoni 
(2),  was  born  July  20,  1796,  in  Lebanon,  New 
London  Co.,  Conn.,  and  settled  in  Guilford, 
New  Haven  Co.,  this  State,  where  he  died  Sep- 
tember 5,  1844.  His  first  wife,  Dorcas  Hoxie, 
was  born  in  Lebanon  in  1799,  and  died  Decem- 
ber 24,  1830.  They  had  children  as  follows: 
Benoni,  Jr.,  born  June  15,  1821  ; Gideon  FI., 
who  is  mentioned  below  ; Abigail ; Sarah ; and 
James,  bom  June  15,  1828,  wiho  lived  in  Mil- 
ford, Conn.,  and  was,  like  ir.ia.ny  of  the  family, 
a successful  bone  setter. 

(VII)  Gideon  II.  Sweet  was  born  March 
30,  1823,  in  Guilford,  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn., 
and  in  1852  removed  to  Middletown,  where  he 
ever  afterward  resided.  When  a young  man 
lie  commenced  to  practice  the  profession  of 
bone  setting  in  Guilford,  and  he  continued 
same  at  Middletown,  coming  to  he  regarded, 
in  his  prime,  as  the  superior  of  anv  practitioner 
in  that  line  in  the  State.  lie  understood  this 


work  thoroughly,  and  handled  many  difficult 
cases,  successfully  setting  bones  that  skillful 
surgeons  preferred  not  to-  attempt  to  make 
l ight.  So-  great  was  the  general  confidence  in 
his  skill  and  instinct  for  this  work  that  pa- 
tients came  from  far  and  near,  even  from 
other  States,  his  renown  having  spread  over  a- 
large  territory.  His  activity  and  accuracy 
were  as  much  admired  by  professional  men 
as  by  the  general  public.  Personally  Dr. 
Sweet  was  a plain,  outspoken  man,  loyal  to  his 
friends,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  only  the 
kindest  expressions  were  heard  on  all  sides 
from  those  with  whom  he  had  been  acquainted. 
On  March  30,  1845,  F>r-  Sweet  married  Bet- 
sey E.  Stone,  a native  of  Guilford,  born  June 
4,  1827,  wlioi  died  September  5,  i860,  at  Mid- 
dletown. To-  this  union  came  two  sons : Ed- 

win, born  November  21,  1846,  who  died  in 
Middletowin  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years ; and 
Alfred  N.,  who-  is  mentioned  below.  For  his 
second  wife  Dr.  Sweet  married  Mrs.  Jane 
(Russell)  Norton,  who  survived  him.  No 
children  were  born  of  this  union.  Dr.  Sweet 
passed  away  November  27,  1890,  at  the  fine 
home  on  Crescent  street,  Middletown,  which 
he  had  built.  Fraternally  he  was  an  Odd  Fel- 
low1. His  political  support  was  given  to  the 
Democratic  party,  but  his  activitv  in  party 
affairs  consisted  in  the  regular  casting  of  his 
vote. 

Alfred  N.  Sweet  was  born  August  6,  1857, 
at  South  Farms,  Middletown,  at  the  corner  of 
Silver  and  Walnut  streets.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools,  finishing  With 
a course  at  the  Middletown  high  school,  and 
has  entered  upon  the  line  of  work  which  is 
his  by  inheritance,  taking  up  the  practice  of  his 
father  when  the  latter's  health  began  to  fail. 
The  Doctor  has  met  with  the  same  phenomenal 
success  which  attended  his  father,  and  he  has 
proved  a worthy  successor  to  that  gentleman, 
both  as  regards  work  and  personal  11  erit.  lie 
enjoys  a wide  practice,  in  his  own  and  neigh- 
boring States,  and  his  name  is  wideh  known. 

Dr.  Sweet  married  Miss  Almira  Cone,  of 
Moodus,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Robert  S.  Cone, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  and  they  had 
i three  children  : Elizabeth  N.  (who  was  vale- 

[ dictorian  of  the  class  of  1902.  Middletown  high 
j school,  Myra  C.  and  Julia  F.  The  mother  of 
these  dying  in  May,  1887,  lb\  Sweet  married 
for  his  second  wife  Adelaide  J.  Cook,  of  Bal- 
timore, Md.,  a nativ  T Westfield,  Conn.,  and 
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this,  union  has  been  blessed  by  three  chil- 
dren : Adelaide  C.,  Alfred  N.,  Jr.,  and  Mar- 
guerite. Dr.  Sweet  is  a Republican  in  political 
faith,  though  by  no  means  a politician.  Like 
his-  forefathers,  he  is  a plain-going,  unostenta- 
tious man,  and  distinctively  of  the  higher  type 
of  citizen. 

SYLVESTER  P.  HULL.  Among  the 
■old  and  prominent  families  of  Connecticut  that 
■of  Hull  takes  a place  of  note,  its  ancestry  being 
traced  back  for  many  generations.  Josiah 
Hull  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Loomis,  of  Windsor  on  May  20,  1641.  He 
was  a deputy  to  the  General  Court  from  Wind- 
sor in  1659,  *66°  and  1662,  removed  to  Kill- 
ingwjorth  in  1663,  and  died  November  16, 

1675- 

Heman  Hull,  the  grandfather  of  Sylvester 
P.,  was  born  September  27,  1784,  in  the  Union 
District  of  Killingworth,  Middlesex  county. 
He  was  the  owner  of  a,  small  farm:,  but  in  early 
life  devoted  his  attention  to  the  manufacture 
of  shoes,  which  was  carried  on  by  himseif  and 
several  others  in  his  employ.  In  co-mlpany  with 
his  brother  Roswell,  he  established  a shop  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  road  front  his 
home,  which  many  years  later  was  con- 
verted into,  a blacksmith  shop.  The  product  of 
the  shoe  business  carried  on  in  the  little  Con- 
necticut hamlet  found  sale  in  the  South,  mainly 
in  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  for  a long  time  brought 
in  a fine  income,  but  latelr  in  life  Mr.  Hull  car- 
ried on  only  a repair  shop,  and  devoted  most  of 
his  time  to  farming.  After  a quiet  but  busy 
life,  he  died  November  8,  1856.  The  only  deep 
interest  of  his  life,  aside  from  his  family,  was 
his  devotion  to  the  Congregational  Church. 

| Mr.  Hull  was  married,  April  21,  1814,  to 
Lucy  B.  Phelps,  daughter  of  Alexander  Phelps, 
a Revolutionary  soldier  who  lost  a leg  at  the 
battle  of  Monmouth ; he  resided  the  rest  of  his 
lifel  in  Killingworth,  passing  his  later  years 
at  the  honfe  of  Heman  Hull,  and  surviving  to 
the  ripe  age  of  ninety-one.  His  remains  sleep 
in  the  old  cemetery  in  the  Union  District. 

Philander  Hull,  the  father  of  Sylvester  P., 
was.  born  in  Killingworth,  December  20,  1817, 
and  occupied  his  early  life  in  work  on  the  farm, 
going  to  the  district  school,  and  in  learning 
the  mysteries  of  uppers  and  last  in  his  father’s 
shop.  But  this  Was  not  the  bent  of  his  mind, 
as  he  had  an  inclination  for  mechanics.  When 
■eighteen  years  old  he  was  able  to  convince 


a company  of  his  ability,  and  he  was  employed 
to  superintend  the  placing  of  machinery  at  Elk  : 
River,  Va.,  where  a factory  was  started  for  the 
manufacture  of  axe  handles.  The  company 
owned  105,000  acres  of  timber  land,  and 
young  Mr.  Hull  built  lathes,  rigged  saws,  etc., 
and  did  the  overseeing  of  similar  work  in  that 
factory,  remaining  in  that  State  for  several  ||  01 
years.  Returning  home,  he  assisted  his  father 
for  several  succeeding  years,  all  the  time  look- 
ing out  for  a suitable  opening  in  his  preferred 
line.  Finally  he  was  enabled  to'  build  a steam  j : 
power  factory  in  partnership  with  Charles  B. 
Wright,  at  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  axe1  handles,  the  firm  being  known  f,  ac 
as  Wright  & Hull,  and  later  a company  was 
formed,  and  a factory  was  erected  at  Union  in 

Springs,  N.  Y.,  where  axe  handles  were  the  irl 

product.  Mr.  Hull  was  the  manager.  He 
w'as  also,  interested  in  the  works  at  Penn  Yan 
and  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  the  product  of  some  of  these 
factories  being  for  Ira  Blood,  of  Ballston,  so 
NL  Y.,  who  purchased  only  first-class  handles 
for  all  kinds  of  edge  tools. 

For  some  years  Mir.  Hull  continued  to  re-  j 
side  in  Union  Springs,  N.  Y.,  but  later  he  1 

sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Wright  and  returned  a 

to  Killingworth,  Conn.,  where  he  erected  a 
shop,  in  the  Union  District,  near  the  home-  j 
stead,  and  manufactured  axe  handles  by  water  * 
power.  He  disposed  of  this  some  twelve  years 
afterward,  to  accept  an  offer  from  the  firm  of 
Henry  Hooker  & Company,  of  New  Haven,  i 
extensive  carriage  manufacturers,  and  entered 
their  employ  as  an  overseer  of  machinery  and  i 
of  the  manufacture  of  shafts  and  poles.  This 
was  congenial  work,  and  until  he  was  seventy 
years  old  he  retained  this  position.  Having 
accumulated  a competency,  he  thai  decided  to 
spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  ease.  Com-  1 I in 
ing  to  Clinton,  he  became  a welcome  addition  j 
to'  the  family  of  our  subject,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  close  of  his  life,  his  death  ’ 
occurring  June  19,  1898,  from1  paralysis.  His 
connection  with  the  Republican  party  was  long, 
but  he  would  never  accept  office.  Mr.  Hull 
married  Sarah  Griswold,  who  was  born  April 
22,  1820,  in  Killingworth,  daughter  of  Ashbel 
Griswold,  a farmer  of  the  town.  She  died  De- 
cember 20,  1847,  the  mother  of  two1  children: 
Sylvester  P. ; and  Sarah  Lydia,  who  married 
George  H.  Dayton,  superintendent  of  the  r 
Hooker  factory,  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and 
has  two  children,  Neittie  J.  and  Fred  L. 
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Sylvester  P.  Hull  was  born  August  6, 
1844,  in  Killingworth,  and  attended  the  district 
schools.  Later  he  became  a student  in  a high 
school  at  Killingworth,  which  his  father  did 
much  to  establish,  and  which  was  under  the 
care  of  college  graduates,  and  was  also  under 
instruction  at  the  Clinton  Academy ; subse- 
quently he  was  sent  by  his  indulgent  father  to 
the  Eastman  Business  College,  at  Poughkeep- 
sie, N.  Y.,  in  1863.  Returning  home,  he  as- 
sisted his  father,  working  on  the  farm  during 
the  summfers,  and  in  the  shop  in  the  winters, 
until  his  father  disposed  of  the  farm.  Being 
an  expert  bookkeeper,  he  went  tO'  Middletown, 
and  there  was  given  charge  of  the  books  of  the 
Victor  Sewing  Machine  Company,  remaining 
in  that  position  for  eight  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  was  sent  by  the  company  to 
Chicago,  111.,  Where  he  was  made  cashier  of 
the  agency;  this  was  the  largest  wholesale 
house  of  the  company.  Two  years  later  the 
company  decided  to  go  out  of  business  and 
Mr.  Hull  returned  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and 
later  came  to  Clinton,  this  State,  where  he 
located  and  married. 

On  July  28,  1881,  Mr.  Hull  married  Weal- 
tha  M.  Hilliard,  of  Clinton,  daughter  of  George 
B.  and  Harriet  N.  (Dudley)  Hilliard,  and  two 
children  have  blessed  this  union : Mary  Eliot, 
born  February  5,  1884,  and  George  Sylves- 
ter, born  December  7,  1885.  Although  an  ar- 
dent Republican,  Mr.  Hull  is  not  an  office 
seeker,  and  for  twenty  years  has  given  his 
ck)se  attention  to  his  business.  With  something 
of  the  mechanical  genius  of  his  father,  he 
taught  'hints ell f watch  and  clock  repairing,  and 
is  considered  one  of  the  l>est  O'f  workmen ; he 
carries  a stock  of  goods  in  this  line.  His  pres- 
ent home  is  a very  tasteful  and  attractive  one 
in  which  he  has  made  many  substantial  alter- 
ations. His  connection  with  the  Congregational 
Church  has  been  a long  one,  and  during  his 
residence  in.  Middletown  he  was  clerk  of  the 
society  there  and  also  assistant  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school.  Both  he  and  wife  are 
active  members  of  the  Clinton  Church,  where 
they  are  highly  esteemed. 

HON.  GEORGE  CROSBY  BELL  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  a family  that  has 
long  been  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  town 
of  Portland,  and  is  to-day  one  of  its  leading 
business  men.  lie  was  born  August  27,  1858, 
at  Gildtrsleeve,  in  the  town  of  Portland,  in 


the  house  which  was,  until  1902,  his  home, 
and  which  his  father  occupied  for  many  years 
before  him.  He  is  the  youngest  child  of 
his  parents,  Edwin  and  Harriet  A.  (Abbey) 
Bell,  whose  career  forms  the  subject  of*  a 
sketch  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  George  C.  Bell 
attended  the  school  at  Gildersleeve,  and  a Mr. 
Pinkney  was  among  his  earlier  teachers.  Mr. 
Bell  has  lived  to  see  a radical  revolution  in  the 
public  schools,  and  is:  a devoted  friend  to  the 
cause  of  popular  education.  He  also  attended 
a private  school  in  Portland,  taught  by  a Miss 
Emmons,  and  when  he  was  seventeen  years 
old,  was  a pupil  at  the  Bradford  Students’ 
Home  on  High  street,  Middletown,  where  he 
studied  two  years.  Leaving  that  school,  he 
entered  his  father's  store,  at  the  corner  of 
Main  street  and  Freestone  avenue,  Portland, 
as  a clerk.  He  learned  the  business  thoroughly, 
and  then  became  a member  of  the  firm  of  C.  H. 
& G.  C.  Bell,  operating  on  this  same  site. 
Since  that  time  the  business  has  been  increased 
by  taking  on  a,  line  of  shoes.  George  C.  Bell  re- 
mained a member  of  this  firm  until  1880,  when 
he  took  the  shoes,  and  went  out  to  establish  a 
shoe  business  for  himself.  He  located  on 
Mlain  street,  Portland,  where  he  is  found  to- 
day in  a building  specially  erected  for  him, 
and  which  includes  the  family  home.  He  now 
handles  clothing  and  gentlemen’s  furnishing 
goods,  and  controls  the  fashionable  shoe 
trade  of  the  town. 

On  Mlay  25,  1880,  George  Crosby  Bell 
married  'Miss  Majry  Hurlbut  of  Portland, 
daughter  of  James  and  Jane  (Johnson) 
Hurlbut.  To  this  union  twp  children  were 
born : Lucy  A.,  and  Raymond  E.,  both  of 

whom  are  living.  Mr.  Bell  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, though  no  politician.  In  1898  his  fellow- 
citizens  elected  him  to  the  State  Legislature, 
where  he  was  chairman  of  the  Putnam  Mem- 
orial Camp  committee.  In  1900  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  by  President  McKinley. 
Fraternally  lie  belongs  to  Warren  Lodge,  No. 
51,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Portland,  and  he  is  highlv 
thought  of  among  his  Masonic  brothers.  lie 
belongs  to  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
Mrs.  Bell  is  a meml>er  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
M)r.  Bell  has  spent  his  entire  business  life  in 
Portland,  and  has  made  a name  for  himself 
that  entitles  him  to  rank  among  the  best  men  in 
the  town.  He  is  solid  and  substantial  in  his 
business,  kind  and  courteous  in  spirit  and  man- 
ner, and  counts  a host  of  friends.  From 
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youth  he  has  had  delicate  health,  and  when 
a boy  was  not  expected  to  attain  manhood, 
yet  from  his  start  in  business  he  has  been  ac- 
tive and  persistent.  For  the  last  four  seasons 
he  has  gone  summering  with  his  family  to 
East  Orland,  Me.,  where  he  has  built  two-  log 
cabins,  and  the  climate  seems  greatly  to  bene- 
fit him. 

HORATIO  D.  CHAPMAN.  For  more 
than  two  and  a half  centuries  the  family  of 
Chapman  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  history  of  Connecticut  and  New  England. 
The  first  American  progenitor  of  the  line  of 
Horatio1  D.  was  one  Robert  Chapman,  who 
emigrated  from  Hull,  England,  to-  America 
in  August,  1635,  landing  in  Boston.  The  pre- 
cise date  of  his  birth  is  uncertain,  but  tradi- 
tion fixes  it  as  1616.  On  reaching  the  New- 
World  he  proceeded  at  once  to  Saybrook, 
Conn.,  where  he  married  and  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  His  wife  was  Ann  Blith 
(or  Bliss),  to  whom  he  was  married  April  29, 
1642.  He  died  October  13,  1687,  and  she  on 
November  20,  1685.  The  names  and  dates  of 
birth  of  their  seven  children  were  as  follows : 
John,  July,  1644;  Robert,  Jr.,  (2),  September, 
1646;  Anna,  September  12,  1648;  Hannah, 
October  4,  1650;  Nathaniel,  February  16, 
1653;  M(iry,  April  15,  1655;  Sarah,  Septem- 
ber 25,  1657. 

(II)  Robert  Chapman,  Jr.,  (2)  was  the 
great-great-great-grand'father  of  Horatio'  D . 
Chapman.  Both  State  and  town  records  show 
him  to-  have  been  a citizen  of  substance  and  in- 
fluence. He  was  extensively  engaged  in  agricul- 
ture, the  records  of  the  Probate  Court  of  New 
London  showing  that  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  the  owner  of  2,000  acres  of  land  in  Say- 
brook,  East  Haddam  and  Hebron.  For  many 
years  he  was  clerk  of  the  Oyster  River  Quar- 
ter Sessions,  besides  repeatedly  serving  as  com- 
missioner and  surveyor  of  the  town  of  Say- 
brook.  Nbt  long  after  the  death  lof  his  father 
he  was  chosen  a representative  to-  the  Colonial 
Assembly,  and  occupied  a seat  in  that  body  for 
eighteen  consecutive  sessions.  In  church  mat- 
ters he  was.  ecptally  prominent,  having  been 
sent  as  a delegate  to  the  Assembly  which  in 
1718  framed  the  famous  “Saybrook  Platform,” 
which  for  nearly  two  hundred  years  has 
formed  the  basis  of  the  Congregational  Creed 
in  the  United  States.  Tb  have  been  a member 
of  that  body  mlay  be  rightly  esteemed  a higher  I 


honor  than  to>  have  filled  any  merely  civil  trust. 
He  was  twice  married,  on  July  27,  1671,  to 
Sarah  Griswold,  who-  died  April  7,  1692  (she 
was,  probably,  a daughter  of  Lieut  Francis 
Griswold,  of  Norwich).  For  his  second  wife 
Robert  Chapman  wedded,  on  October  29, 
1694,  Mary  Sheather,  relict  of  Samuel  Sheth- 
er,  of'  Killingworth) . To  the  first  union  were 
born  nine  children.  Of  these  two-,  born,  re- 
spectively, on  March  6,  1683,  and  November 
6,  1689,  died  unnamed,  shortly  after  birth. 
The  others  were:  Samuel,  born  September 

12,  1672;  Robert  (3),  April  19,  1675;  Sarah, 
September  12,  1677  (died  October  15th,  of  the 
same  year)  ; Francis  August  5,  1678  ; Dorcas, 
August  26,  1680  (died  the  same  year)  ; Ste- 
phen, November  24,  1681  (died  in  1686) ; and 
Sarah  (2),  December  19,  1686  (died  in  1689). 
To  the  second  union  four  children  were  born. 

(III)  Robert  Chapman  (3)  was  born  in 
Saybrook,  Conn.,  and  removed  from  there  to 
East  Haddam,,  of  which  town  he  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers.  His  house  stood  in  what  is 
now  called  “Creek  Row,”  and  occupied  the 
present  site  of  the  home  of  James  W.  Chap- 
man (a  brother  of  Horatio-  D. ).  His  wife, 
Mary  (whose  maiden  name  is  unknown),  died 
January  5,  1764,  after  reaching  the  age  of 
ninety  years,  and  he  passed  away  December 
24,  1760,  in  his  eightv-sixth  year.  Their 
children — all  born  in  East  Haddam — wtelre: 
David,  December  16,  1698;  Robert,  Septem- 
ber 28,  1700;  Jonathan,  August  10,  1702;  Ca- 
leb, Augst  21,  1704;  Deborah,  February  15, 
1707;  Francis,  referred  to- 'below  ; and  Sarah, 
FT- 

(IV)  Francis  Chapman,  son  of  Robert 
(3),  whs  born  December  25,  1712,  in  East 
Haddam,  and  there  lived  and  married.  His 
first  wife  was  Susannah  Rowley,  and  their  mar- 
riage took  place  September  24,  1741.  She 
died  January  20,  1744,  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-four  years,  leaving  an  only  child,  also 
named  Susannah,  born  October  10,  1742.  On 
October  10,  1744,  Francis  Chapman  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Temperance  Jones,  who-  died 
March  8,  1758,  the  mother  of  four  children, 
all  born  in  East  Haddam,  viz. : Samuel,  August 
5,  11750;  Daniel,  December  10,  1751;  Mary, 
May  11,  1753,  (died  June  10th,  same  year)  ; 
and  Mary  (2),  February  5,  1755.  His  third 
marriage  Was  on  September  16,  1761,  his  wife 
being  Mary  Bate,  daughter  of  Robert  and  De- 
borah Bate.  She  died  January  10,  1791,  at 
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the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  The  issue  of  this 
union  was  two'  sons  and  three  daughters : Jo- 
siah,  born  April  30,  1763,  who  died  March  15, 
1785;  Temperance,  born  December  5,  1765; 
Chloe,  born  March  25,  1768 ; Robert  Bate,  born 
February  22,  1773;  and  Nancy,  born  May 
23,  1 777- 

(V)  Robert  Bate  Chapman  was  an  exten- 

sive landowner  and  successful  farmer  of  East 
Hacldam.  He  was  married  December  14, 
1799,  to  Mehitable  Willey,  of  Lyme,  Conn., 
and  died  in  January,  1853,  having  nearly 
rounded  out  his  eightieth  year.  He  was  a 
Whig  in  politics,  and  in  religious  faith  a Con- 
gregationalist.  He  was  the  father  of  eight 
children,  as  follow's : Josiah  A.,  born  Sep- 

tember 8,  1800,  married  Hulda  Swan.  (2) 
Robert  W.  was  bora  August  8,  1802.  (3) 

Nancy,  born  April  18,  1805,  married  Heze- 
kiah  Selden.  (4)  Susan  M.,  born  in  Septem- 
ber, 1807,  became  the  wife  of  Justin  Townsend. 
(5)  Henrietta,  born  April  18,  1810,  married 
Rufus  Swan.  (6)  Mehitable,  born  October 
17,  1 8 1 1 , died  unmarried.  (7)  Francis  A., 
born  October  11,  1815,  married  Sarah  Beebe. 
(8)  Charles  L.,  born  September  25,  1819,  died 
February  18;  1831. 

(VI)  Robert  W.  Chapman  followed  in  the 
footsteps  O'f  his  ancestors,  and  tilled  the  soil, 
but  also  became  a sawyer  in  the  lumbermills  of 
the  neighborhood.  He  was  a man  of  influence 
in  East  Haddam,  where  his  native  ability  and 
high  moral  character  both  challenged  and  com- 
manded respect.  In  politics  lie  was  originally 
a Whig,  afterward  a Republican,  and  he  filled 
the  office  of  first  selectman  before,  during  and 
after  the  Civil  war.  He  was  a consistent  and 
liberal  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
He  married  Elizabeth  D.  Lay,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Chloe  Lay,  of  Westbrook,  Conn., 
and  she  bore  him  three  children  : Ann  Elizabeth 
born,  April  22,  1825,  married  Robert  S.  Cone, 
of  Moodus,  East  Haddam  town.  Conn.;  Ho- 
ratio 1).  is  mentioned  below;  Robert  W.,  born 
November  13,  1828,  died  June  14,  1830.  Mrs. 
Chapman  died  February  27,  1833,  and  Mr. 
Chapman  married  for  his  second  wife  Almira 
J.  Beebe.  This  union  was  blessed  with  two 
sons:  Wolcott  W.,  born  November  14.  1837, 
died  January  19,  1841  ; James  V .,  born  May 
30,  1845,  married  Maria  Palmer,  and  resides 
in  the  old  homestead,  in  East  I laddain. 

(VII)  Horatio  I).  Chapman  was  l>orn  \u- 
gust  7,  1826,  in  the  town  of  East  Haddam. 
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His  early  educational  advantages  were  such  as 
were  afforded  by  the  district  and  private 
schools  of  his  native  town,  but  he  improved 
them  to  the  utmost,  and  before  reaching  his 
majority  had  qualified  himself  as  a teacher, 
and  in  that  vocation  met  with  marked  success. 
Iris  experience  covering  a period  of  twenty 
years  in  all.  His  first  engagement  as  a peda- 
gogue covered  two  terms  in  the  school  which 
he  had  first  attended  as  a pupil,  and  in  Port- 
land and  Chatham  also'  he  wielded  the  birch 
and  trained  “the  yo-ung  idea."  The  attempted 
disruption  of  the  Union  by  the  seceding  South- 
ern States  fired  his  patriotic  blood,  and  on 
August  6,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
Twentieth  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry, 
serving  with  marked  gallantry  as  corporal, 
until  June  13,  1865,  when  he  was  discharged. 
His  regiment  was  engaged  in  many  of  the 
most  important  battles  of  that  great  struggle, 
but  he  passed  through  them  all  unscathed,  al- 
though more  than  once  the  cutting'  of  his  uni- 
form or  his  hat  by  a Confederate  bullet  warned 
him  how1  cloisely  Death  hovered  over  the  battle- 
field. Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg  were 
among  the  memorable  engagements  in  which 
he  participated.  Later  he  followed  “Sherman 
to  the  sea,”  and  tramped  through  the  Caro- 
linas  and  across  Virginia's  “sacred  soil"  to 
Richmond.  During  these  memorable  cam- 
paigns, even  while  on  the  march,  he  found 
time  to  keep  a diary,  which — today — is  of  sur- 
passing interest,  and  excerpts  front  which  he 
is  constantly  asked  to  read  when  the  "old  boys" 
g'a, ther  on  Memorial  Day  to  revive  memories 
of  the  past  and  to  lay  chaplets  upon  the  graves 
of  the  heroes  of  the  Republic. 

In  1866  Mr.  Chapman  came  back  to  his 
native  State,  settling  at  East  Hampton.  For 
a year  thereafter  he  was  foreman  in  the  Skin- 
ner saw-mill,  and  during  the  next  year  was  in 
the  employ  of  D.  \V.  Watrous.  For  three 
terms  he  taught  a village  school  in  Chatham. 
Wearying  of  the  teacher's  dais,  he  accepted  an 
offer  to  become  a traveling  salesman  for  the 
bell  and  coffin  trimmings  industries  of  East 
Hampton.  In  this  line  of  work  lie  was  suc- 
cessfully engaged  for  twenty-five  years.  In  the 
spring  of  1899  he  traveled  for  X.  X.  Hill,  and 
lie  is  still  erect,  hale  and  hcnrtv,  with  un- 
dinuned  mental  factulties.  at  the  age  of  seventv- 
six  years,  lie  is  a man  held  in  high  esteem 
by  the  community  which  best  knows  and  ap- 
preciates his  worth,  and  has  filled  various  lo- 
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cal  offices  with  mlarked  distinction  and  fideli- 
ty, among  them  being  those  of  selectman  (two 
years),  member  of  the  board  of  relief,  and  of 
the  board  of  education  for  between  twelve  and 
fifteen  years.  In  1897  he  served  as  door- 
keeper for  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  1898 
was  a candidate  for  the  Republican  nomina- 
tion for  representative,  but  was  defeated  by 
a few  votes  in  the  caucus.  He  is  a member 
of  Mansfield  Post,  No.  53,  G.  A.  R.,  and  has 
always  been  prominently  identified  with  all 
local  temperance  societies.  Religiously  he  is 
an  active  and  consistent  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  in  which  he  is  a deacon. 

On  November  25,  1852,  in  East  Hampton, 
M.  Chapman  was  married  to  Rosannah  Skin- 
ner, who  was  born  October  5,  1832,  daughter 
of  Warren  A.  and  Anna  (Day)  Skinner,  and 
died  September  24,  1899.  Children  as  follows 
were  born  to  the  union : (1)  Francis  Lyman, 

born  January  12,  1854,  died  in  1855.  (2) 

Elizabeth  (or  Lily)  Cone,  born  July  29,  1856, 
is  the  wife  of  Thomas  S.  Brown,  sheriff  of 
Middlesex  county,  a sketch  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere.  (3)  Robert  Bate,  born  Septem- 
ber 8,  1858,  died  the:  same  year.  (4)  Annie 
Skinner,  born  February  2,  1861,  married  Fer- 
dinand W.  Allis,  of  Hartford,  and  is  the  moth- 
er of  six  children,  Horace  D.,  Rosa  Skinner. 
Burdette,  Lily,  Homer  and  Raymond.  (5) 
Laura  A.,  born  May  30,  1866,  became  the 
wife  of  Jonathan  Williams,  of  East  Hampton, 
and  died  October  16,  1901.  (6)  Robert  Wol- 

cott, barm  October  10,  1869,  is  at  present 
(1902)  chief  bookkeeper  for  the  Howard 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  Boston,  Mass., 
in  whose  employ  he  has  been  for  fourteen  years- 
(7)  Abby  Lay,  born  October  27,  1872,  is  the 
wife  of  Howard  Curtis,  of  East  Hampton,  to 
whom  she  was  married  July  3,  1901. 

GEORGE  NEWTON  WARD  (de- 
ceased). The  Ward  family  is  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  respected  in  Middlesex  county,  and 
is  connected,  through  intermarriage,  with  not 
a few  others  who  trace  their  ancestry  back  to 
early  Colonial  days. 

The  first  American  progenitor  of  that 
branch  of  the  family  to  which  George  N.  Ward 
belonged  was  Ensign  William  Ward,  who-  was 
born  August  16,  1632,  in  Northlev,  Oxford- 
shire, England.  In  1650  he  was  one  of  the_ 
original  proprietors  of  Middletown,  where  he 
died  March  28,  1690.  George  N.  Ward  was 


in  the  sixth  generation  from  Ensign  William 
Ward,  tracing  his  line  through  John  ( 1 ) , 1678- 
1761;  John  (2),  1716-1802;  John  (3),  1757- 
1804;  and  John  (4),  1788-1869. 

John  Ward  (2),  the  great-grandfather  of 
George  iN.  Ward,  lived  at  what  is  now  the 
northwest  corner  of  Main  and  Williams  streets, 
Middletown.  He  was  one  of  the  largest  landed 
proprietors  of  his  day,  being  familiarly  spoken 
of  as  “landed  Ward.”  He  reared  six  grand- 
children, and  gave  to  each  of  them  a farm, 
when  he  or  she  began  life.  He  married  Mary 
Bos  worth  and  was  the  father  of  John  (3),  the 
grandfather  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
opens  this  sketch.  [Further  mention  of  John 
Ward  may  be  found  in  the  biography  of  Henry 
Ward,  a grandson,  elsewhere.]  This  John  was 
born  in  1737  and  died  in  1804. 

John  Ward  (4),  was  born  April  9,  1788, 
and  was  also  a resident  of  Middletown  ; he  lived 
to  be  eighty-one  years  of  age,  dying  in  1869, 


1 c 


having-  lived  during  four  of  the  country’s  wars. 


He  married  Parnel  Newton,  and  was  the  fa-  ; 
ther  of  George  N.  Ward,  who>  was  his  eldest 

l 

son. 

George  Newton  Ward  was  born  May  29,  1 
1816.  on  what  is  commonly  known  as  Long  ! 
Hill.  He  passed  his  boyhood  after  the  fashion  ! 
of  other  farmer  boys  of  his  time,  becoming  f 
familiar  with  farm  work  while  yet  a lad.  He  f 
was  a pupil  in  the  “old  stone”  school  house  on  ! 
Long  Will,  and  in  the  Lancasterian  School,  at  j 
the  intersection  of  William  and  Broad  streets, 
in  Middletown.  While  yet  a young  man  he  ! 
embarked  in  business  for  himself,  opening  a t 


general  store  at  South  Farms  which  soon  be- 


came well  known  throughout  the  adjacent  terri-  ; 
tory.  He  was  possessed  of  keen,  shrewd  bush  [ 
ness  sense,  cool,  sound  judgment,  and  far-ij 
reaching  commercial  enterprise.  His  ambition  j 
soared  higher  than  the  keeping  of  a country  j 
store,  and  as  years  went  by  he  became  inter-  j 
ested  in  various  enterprises  of  widely  varying’ 
character.  Tt  one  time  he  was  manager  of  the! 
old  milling  business  at  the  foot  of  Union] 
street,  the  plant  being  then  owned  by  a com-} 
pany  whose  list  of  stock  holders  included  such 
names  as  those  of  Henry  G.  Hubbard,  Samuel: 
Russell,  Erastus  Brainard,  of  Portland,  and} 
others  equally  well  known  in  business  circles  1 
He  also1  conducted  the  Staddle  Hill  mill  for  <\ 
time,  and  in  connection  therewith  a feed  store 
on  the  premises  at  present  occupied  by  Messrs 
Meech  & Stoddard.  Later  he  founded  ant 
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operated  a plant  for  the  manufacture  of  gun- 
locks,  but  shortly  thereafter  failing  health 
obliged  him  to  seek  absolute  rest  from  business 
cares  for  several  years,  and  the  factory,  which 
was  located  on  Spring  street,  was  sold  to  Tib- 
balls  Brothers.  For  many  years  Mr.  Ward  was 
connected  with  the  Farmers  & Mechanics  Sav- 
ings Bank,  as  treasurer,  succeeding  ex-Gov.  O. 

V.  Coffin,  a post  for  which  he  was  amply  quali- 
fied by  native  capacity,  wide  acquaintance,  and 
long  and  varied  business  experience.  Here  was 
repeatedly  brought  into  play  his  familiarity 
with  real  estate  values,  of  which  he  was  a sing- 
ularly accurate  judge.  His  advice  on  questions 
of  this  character  was  constantly  sought  by  the 
bank's  customers,  and  rarely  did  his  judgment 
prove  at  fault. 

An  uncompromising  foe  to  the  system  of 
human  slavery,  Mr.  Ward's  political  affiliations 
in  early  manhood  were  with  the  “old  line” 
Whigs.  He  voted  for  Gen.  William  FI.  Harri- 
son in  1840,  and  after  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party  always  acted  with  that  or- 
ganization. While  always  a stanch  party  man, 
lie  was  never  a political  worker.  Fie  was  a Con- 
gregationalist  in  faith,  and  a member  of  the 
Society’s  committee  of  the  First  Church,  to- 
ward whose  work  he  was  a liberal  contributor. 
He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  to 
whom  he  was  united  at  Barkhamsted,  Litch- 
field county,  May  1,  1848,  was  Emily  Cornelia 
Loomis,  who  was  born  in  that  town  December 
18,  1827.  She  belonged  , to  an  old  Connecticut 
family,  her  ancestors  having  originally  settled 
at  Windsor.  Leister  Loomis,  her  father,  was 
born  at  Vernon,  Conn.,  October  2,  1791,  and 
accompanied  his  parents,  Luke  and  Ruth 
( Loomis)  Loomis,  to  Barkhamsted,  when  he 
was  a child  of  six  years.  Leister  Loomis  mar- 
ried Emily  Filley.  They  had  three  sons.  The 
eldest.  Lucius  Lorenzo,  born  April  1,  1817, 
was  in  mercantile  pursuits  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  in  Owego  and  Dansville,  N.  Y.,  and 
later  in  Milwaukee,  where  he  died  April  17, 
1884.  The  second  son,  Rev.  Chauncey  L.,  born 
April  21,  1819,  was  educated  at  the  Western 
Reserve  College,  in  Ohio,  and  subsequently 
was  a professor  in  a college  in  Boonville,  Mo. 

In  after  life  he  went  as  a missionary  to  Africa, 
having  previously  studied  medicine  (receiving 
the  degree  of  IN  I . I ).)  the  better  to  equip  himsel  f 
for  his  task  of  self-sacrificing  devotion.  After 
the  loss  of  wife  and  child  in  the  “dark  con- 
tinent” he  returned  to  the  United  States,  pass-  . 


ing  his  declining  years  at  Middletown,  where 
he  died  January  13,  1894;  he  was  buried  at 
Hartland,  Conn.  The  third  son,  Herman 
Leister,  born  March  19,  1822,  died  February 
7,  1899,  at  Medina,  Ohio;  he  was  a farmer. 

Mr.  Ward’s  first  wife  died  June  21,  1850, 
one  week  after  the  birth  of  her  only  child,  and 
sleeps  at  Farm  Hill  cemetery.  The  son.  George 
I..,  born  June  14,  1850,  was  drowned  May  23, 
1889.  On  May  24,  1853,  Mr.  Ward  married 
the  sister  of  his  first  wife,  Huldah  Lucentia 
Loomis,  who  was  born  at  Barkhamsted,  De- 
cember 27,  1829,  and  to  this  union  came  John 
L.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Emily  Lucentia,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years ; and  Henry 
Chauncey,  who  is  briefly  mentioned  in  a suc- 
ceeding paragraph.  George  N.  Ward  died  Oc- 
tober 18,  1893,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Farm 
Flill  cemetery. 

To  review  the  life  and  character  of  men  like 
George  N.  Ward  is  not  an  easy  task.  Begin- 
ning life  as  one  may  say,  “in  fustian,"  he  re- 
mained unostentatious  until  its  cloce.  That  he 
had  an  inherent  fondness  for  accumulation  can- 
not be  denied,  yet  his  business  methods  were 
never  inconsistent  with  strict  commercial  in- 
tegrity and  personal  honor.  Endowed  with 
native  quickness  of  perception  and  shrewd, 
keen,  business  sense,  he  accumulated  a com- 
fortable property,  without  deviating  a hair's 
breadth  from  the  strict  law  of  integrity,  and 
left  to  his  widow  and  son  the  priceless  heritage 
of  an  unsullied  name.  Mrs.  Ward  is  yet  living. 

Henry  C.  Ward,  the  only  surviv  ing  child 
of  his  father’s  second  marriage,  and  the  sole 
male  representative  of  the  seventh  generation 
of  the  descendants  of  William  Ward,  so  far  as 
known,  is  one  of  the  well  known  young  busi- 
i ness  men  of  Middletown.  He  was  born  in  that 
city  August  t8,  1862,  and  graduated  from  the 
i local  high  school  in  1881.  Shortly  thereafter 
he  entered  the  office  of  Stiles  R-  Parker,  as  a 
bookkeeper,  remaining  in  the  employ  of  that 
well-known  firm  for  two  years.  Later  he  be- 
came secretary  of  the  People's  Insurance  Com- 
pany (since  defunct) ; and  was  for  a few  years 
in  the  furniture  business  in  the  building  erected 
by  his  father  for  the  purpose,  and  now  occupied 
by  Caulkins  & Post,  which  building  Mr.  Ward 
remodeled  extensively  for  their  use.  Mr. 
Ward  is  at  present  connected  with  the  l'irst 
National  Bank  of  Middletown.  In  private  life 
he  is  genial  and  generous.  A faithful  friend, 
he  is  deservedly  popular.  lie  is  fond  of  those 
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out-door  sports  which  benefit  a gentleman,  and 
gives  liberally  to  maintain  them,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  prominent  in  social  circles  in  Mid- 
dletown. 

In  October,  1888,  Mr.  Ward  married  Cuba 
T.  Post,  who  was  born  in  Burlington,  Vt.,  De- 
cember 30,  1869,  and  is  a lady  of  native  refine- 
ment. She  is  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  distinguished  families  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  and  thoroughly  sympathizes 
with  her  husband  in  his  social  instinct  and  im- 
pulses. She  is  a daughter  of  Charles  C.  and 
Sylvia  Calista  (Partch)  Post,  both  of  whom 
are  deceased,  her  father  having  passed  away 
October  15,  1899,  and  her  mother  July  22, 
1896.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward  have  been  born 
one  son  and  one  daughter : Leroy  Pierpoint, 

born  August  x 3,  1889,  who  is  the  only  male 
representative  in  Middletown  of  this  old  family 
in  the  eighth  generation;  and  Marguerite,  born 
April  16,  1891. 

AUGUSTUS  HENRY  MILLER  (de- 
ceased! was  in  his  lifetime  a highly  respected 
and  industrious  farmer  of  Newfield,  in  the 
town  of  Middletown,  'Middlesex  county. 

The  first  to  bear  this  family  name  in  Ameri- 
ca was  Thomas  Mliller,  who>  came  from  Bir- 
mingham, England,  to  Rowley,  Mass.,  where 
he  was  enrolled  as  a freeman  in  1639.  In 
1653  he  removed  to1  Middletown,  and  built 
the  first  mill  in  the  town  at  Miller’s  Brook, 
where  one  of  the  Russell  factories  is  now 
standing.  By  his  first  wife,  Isabel,  he  had  a 
daughter,  Ann,  who,  in  1653,  married  Na- 
thaniel Bacon,  the  progenitor  of  one  branch 
of  the  Bacon  family  in  Middletown.  Thomas 
Miller  was  married  a second  time,  when  he 
was  fifty-six  years  old,  to*  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Branford,  and  by  her  had  the  follow- 
ing named  children  : Thomas,  who>  married 

Elizabeth  Turner,  and  after  her  death,  Mary 
Rowell;  Samuel,  Who  married  Mtary  Eg'gles- 
ton ; Joseph,  who  married  Rebecca  Johnson; 
Benjamin,  mentioned  below1;  John,  who  mar- 
ried Miary  Beavin ; Margaret,  who>  married 
Isaac  Johnson;  Sarah;  and  Mehitable,  who 
married  George  Hubbard.  Thomas  Miller, 
father  of  the  above  family,  died  August  4, 
1680.  Mrs.  Sarah  Miller  died  March  20, 
1728. 

Benjamin  Miller,  who  was  called  “Gov.” 
Benjamin  Miller,  was  born  July  20,  1672.  He 


was  one  of  the  first  three  settlers  in  Middle- 
field,  locating  in  the  southeastern  part,  near  the 
Durham  line,  was  a man  of  affairs  and  much 
influence,  especially  with  the  Indians.  He 
moved  from  South  Farms  in  about  1700.  On 
September  18,  1695,  he  married  Mary  Johnson, 
was  born  in  1676,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
Mary  (Smith)  Johnson.  To  this  union  were 
born:  Rebecca,  wife  of  David  Robinson,  of 

Durham;  Sarah,  who'  became  Mrs.  Joseph 
Hickox;  Mary,  Mrs.  Spencer;  Benjamin,  the 
next  in  the  line;  Hannah,  who  married 
Ephraim  Coe ; Isaac  ; Mehitable,  Mrs.  Barnes ; 
Ichabod,  who  married  Elizabeth  Cornwall, 
daughter  of  Capt.  James  Cornwall,  and  widow 
of  Jeremiah  Bacon.  The  mother  of  this  family 
died  December  15,  1709,  and  Mr.  Miller  mar- 
ried, for  his  second  wife,  Mercy  Bassett,  who 
was  born  in  1677,  at  New  Haven.  To  this 
union  came  the  following : Lydia,  who  mar- 

ried Eliakim  Snow ; Amos,  who  married  Abi-  I 
gail  Cornwall ; Ebenezer ; Martha,  who  mar- 
ried Thomas  Adkins ; Rhoda,  who  became  the  ; 
wife  of  Benjamin  Bacon  ; David,  who  married  i 
Elizabeth  Braiinard;  and  Thankful.  “Gov." 
Miller  died  November  7,  1747,  and  Mercy,  [ 

his  widow,  died  February  9,  1756.  They  1 

were  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  at  Middle- 
field. 

Ensign  Benjamin  Miller  was  born  Octo-  | 
heir  2,  1700,  and  was  made  ensign  of  the  train  j 
band  In  174O'.  On  October  18,  1727,  he  mar-  j 
riecl  Hannah  Robinson,  who  was  born  in  1706, 
daughter  of  David  Robinson.  He  died  July  j 
9,  1769,  and  his  widow  survived  until  Septem-  1 
ber  3,  1796.  They  were  the  parents  of  one  j 
child,  Isaac,  who  was  born  February  1,  1738. 

Isaac  Miller,  grandfather  of  Augustus  ; 
Henry,  bourn  as  noted  above,  married  Hannah  | 
Coe,  who  was  born  May  9,  1743,  daughter  of  . 
Joseph  and  Abigail  (Curtis)  Coe.  He:  died 
July  7,  1817,  and  she  on  December  13,  1833.  j 
Their  children  were : Phineas,  who-  married  f 
Catherine,  widow  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Green ; 
Isaac,  who  married  Irene,  daughter  of  Ichabod 
Miller,  and  became  the  father  of  ten  children : 
Hannah,  who  married  Phineas,  son  of  Samuel 
Johnson,  and  moved  to'  Ohio:;  Annie,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Obed  Stowe;  Olive,  who  mar- 
ried Asher  Wetmore,  son  of  Amos  Wetmore, 
of  New  York  City  ; Ruth,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Elihu  Hall  Birdsey;  Curtis;  Samuel; 
Lucretia,  who  married  Capt.  Charles  Hubbard,  j 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


581 


who  died  in  the  West  Indies,  and  after  his 
death  became  the  wife  of  Miarvin  Thomas; 
and  Cornelia. 

Samuel  Miller,  the  father  of  Augustus 
Henry,  was  born  January  22,  1782,  in  Middle- 
held,  where  he  spent  his  boyhood  days.  In 
1810  he  came  to  the  Newheld  District,  and 
purchased  of  John  Watkinson  a farming  prop- 
erty on  which  he  spent  his  life,  dying  there 
August  3,  1856.  On  September  14,  1807,  Mr. 
Miller  married  Mary  Gilbert,  who  was  born 
October  11,  1785,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Mary  (Hamlin)  Gilbert,  and  died  April  30, 
i860.  A sketch  of  this  family  appears  else- 
where. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  came  the  fol- 
lowing children : Mary  H.,  born  September 

7,  1808,  died  unmarried  in  Meriden.  Phineas, 
born  May  3,  1810,  married  Malvina  Whitmore, 
August  1,  1836;  he  became  a physician,  and 
died  on  the  ocean  while  abroad,  and  was  buried 
at  sea  February  1,  1850.  Harriet  G.,  born 
March  3,  1812,  married  Daniel  Hart  May  14, 
1840,  and  died  January  14,  1891.  Samuel  C., 
born  January  3,  1814,  married  Caroline  Blynn 
January  2,  1835,  and  died  May  17,  1847;  he 
was  residing  in  West  Haven  at  the  time  of  his 
demise.  Augustus  H.  is  mentioned  below. 
Edward  B.,  born  April  6,  1819,  married  for 
his  first  wife  Anna  E.  Cook  January  10,  1845, 
and  wedded  Elizabeth  Hart  on  October  24, 
1852;  he  was  a dentist  for  many  years  and 
was  living  retired  in  Meriden  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  June,  1900.  Joseph,  born 
July  26,  1822,  was  a truckman  and  fruit  dealer 
in  New*  Haven,  and  died  December  12,  1893; 

on  December  26,  1841,  he  married  Mary , 

of  Lyme,  Conn.  Isaac,  born  April  1,  1825, 
died  April  22,  1826.  William  E.,  born  Janu- 
ary 22,  1827  died  Sqitember  24th,  of  the 
same  year. 

Augstus  Henry  Miller  was  born  October 
18,  1816,  in  Newfield,  in  the  house  in  which 
he  died.  His  early  education  was  received 
in  the  district  school  which  stood  immediately 
north  of  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  when  some- 
what older  he  attended  the  Connecticut  Liter- 
ary Institute,  at  Suffield.  In  the  summer, 
when  he  was  a young  man,  he  worked  for 
his  father  on  the  farm,  and  he  taught  school 
(luring  the  winter  in  Rockv  Mill,  continuing 
this  for  many  years.  1 le  always  lived  at  home, 
and  when  his  father  died  lie  bought  out  the 
other  heirs,  and  succeeded  to  the  farm,  carry- 
ing on  general  farming  there  until  his  death. 


In  youth  land  middle  age  he  was  a hard- 
working' man,  but  the  latter  portion  of  his 
life  was  shadowed  'by  ill  health  which  greatly 
interfered  with  his  activity.  His  death  was 
preceded  by  a long  decline. 

Mr.  Miller  was  a Republican  politically, 
and  in  religion  a devout  member  of  the  Mid- 
dletown Baptist  Church,  where  he  played  the 
flute,  or  sang  in  the  choir  for  many  years.  He 
had  a good  tenor  voice,  and  with  his  knowledge 
of  the  vocal  art,  loved  to  give  instruction  to 
willing  and  ambitious  students.  At  times  he 
taught  a free  singing  school  in  his  district 
school.  Flis  scholars  gave  him  a handsome 
Bible,  as  an  evidence  of  their  esteem,  which 
is  treasured  very  highly  by  his  family.  Air. 
Miller  died  October  2,  1895,  leaving  a good 
property,  and  was  buried  in  the  Indian  Hill 
cemetery. 

Augustus  Henry  Miller  and  Ellen  Maria 
Bacon  were  married  March  14,  1867.  Mrs. 
Miller  w'as  born  October  17,  1833,  ’n  West- 
field,  daughter  of  Daniel  M.  and  Harriet  B. 
(Hall)  Bacon,  and  became  the  mother  of  two 
children:  (1)  Henry  John,  born  January  5, 
1870,  died  January  24.  1870.  (2)  Bernie  Maria 
born  March  27,  1872,  married  January  1.  1896, 
Henry  F.  Dunklee,  who  was  bom  July  29, 
1861,  in  Leverett,  Mass.,  son  of  Hezekiah  and 
Cynthia  ( Dunklee)  Dunklee,  cousins.  After 
Mrs.  Dunklee's  death  the  father  and  family 
moved  to  Meriden;,  where  they  engaged  in 
farming.  Fie  died  in  Florida,  in  1895,  ar|d 
Henryr  F.  Dunklee  came  to  Newfield  the  same 
year;  he  is  manager  of  the  .Miller  farm.  To 
Henry  F.  and  Bernie  M.  Dunklee  have  come 
three  children — Lester  M..  born  October  24, 
1896;  Earl  Ml,  October  17,  1898:  and  Cora 
M..,  June  3,  1900. 

WILLIAM  AUGUSTUS  PARSONS. 
This  well-known  manufacturer  of  Durham  is 
a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  Connecticut 
families.  He  lias  been  a life-long  resident  of 
the  town,  and  has  devoted  himself  assiduous- 
ly to  the  business,  which,  after  an  extended 
apprenticeship,  he  established,  and  which  he 
has  since,  by  hi"'  own  efforts,  made  one  of  the 
prosperous  industries  of  Durham.  1 1 is  ster- 
ling traits  of  character  have  withstood  the 
test  of  many  years,  and  lie  ranks  today  in 
popular  esteem  as  one  of  the  influential  and 
prominent  business  men  of  the  town. 

Cornet  Joseph  Parsons,  the  founder  of  the 
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family  in  America,  came  to  Massachusetts 
from  Torrington,  about  thirty  miles  from  Exe- 
ter, in  the  northwestern  part  of  Devonshire, 
England,  and  was  a brother  of  the  first  Benja- 
min Parsons  at  Springfield.  He  was  a witness 
to  the  deed  from  the  Indians  to  William  Pyn- 
chon,  July  15,  1636.  He  removed  to  North- 
ampton, Mass.,  and  was  there  elected  towns- 
man, as  soon  as  the  town  was  incorporated. 
He  subsequently  paid  the  town  twenty  shillings 
not  to  elect  him  to  any  office  during  the  second 
year  of  its  incorporation.  Later  he  was  towns- 
man for  several  years,  a principal  founder  of 
Northampton,  where  he  acquired  a large 
estate. 

A writer  in  the  N|ew  England  Historical 
and  Genealogical  Register  says  : “The  name  of 
Parsons  is  found  among  the  earliest  emi- 
grants to  New  England,  and  is  designated  a 
family  of  high  respectability  in  the  native 
country.”  The  earliest  known  record  of  the 
name  is  in  1290,  when  Walter  Parsons  was  a 
resident  of  Mulso,  Ireland,  and  the  name  is 
still  extant  there.  Cornet  Joseph  Parsons  was 
the  first  of  the  name  in  America.  He,  it  is 
believed,  was  the  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Parsons, 
of  Great  Milton,  to  whom  was  granted  the 
coat  of  arms  on  which,  according  to  our  au- 
thority. “The  three  eagles  with  wings  out- 
spread might  well  be  regarded  as  indicating 
the  flight  of  his  sons  to  the  distant  New 
World.”  Sir  Thomas'  wife  was  Catherine, 
daughter  of  Alderman  Radcliffe,  of  London. 
Sir  Thomas  was  a son  of  Thomas  Parsons 
by  his  first  wife,  Judith  Garbrand,  and  a 
grandson  of  Thomas  Parsons  of  Great  Mil- 
ton,  by  hi S1  wife  Catherine,  daughter  of  Hes- 
ter Sydenham. 

Cornet  Joseph  Parsons  was  associated 
with  Wjilliam  Pynchon  in  the  founding  of 
Springfield,  Mass.  In  1665  he  removed  from 
Springfield  to  what  later  became  Northamp- 
ton, of  which  he  was  one  of  the  principal 
'founders.  In  1659  he  was  appointed  one  of 
the  committee  from  Northampton  “to  meet 
and  agree  with  the  Hartford  men  that  are  in- 
tending to  sit  down  by  us,  about  the  meadow.” 
In  1671  and  1673,  he  was  the  agent  of  the 
settlers  of  Hatfield,  Hadley  and  Northampton 
to  purchase,  from  the  Indians,  a large  tract  at 
Squokeug,  aftenvard  North  field,  where  he  was 
given  possession  of  the  first  portion  SO'  told. 
From  1672  to  1678  he  was  cornet  of  the 
Hampshire  Troop,  commanded  by  Capt.  John 


Pynchon,  the  first  troop  formed  in  Western 
Massachusetts,  and  in  1689  was  a member  of 
the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company, 
of  Boston,  the  first  regularly  organized  mili- 
tary troop  in  America.  In  1674,  he  purchased 
of  John  Bliss  the  Parsons’  homestead  at  South 
Farms,  where  several  generations  of  his  family 
lived  and  died.  Cornet  Parsons  was  an  exten- 
sive fur  trader  and  merchant,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  wTas  one  of  the  richest  men  in 
that  part  of  the  Colony.  In  1679  removed 
to  Spring-field,  and  died  October  9,  1683.  He 
married  Mary  Bliss,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Margaret  (Lawrence)  Bliss,  November  26, 
1646.  Mary  Bliss  was  one  of  the  first  to  be 
accused  of  witchcraft  in  New  England.  She 
was  a woman  of  great  beauty  and  talent,  which 
qualities  may  have  produced  jealousy  among  j 
her  sister  dames,  and  led  to  the  imputation  1 
mentioned.  She  was  tried  and  acquitted.  The  \ 
children  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Bliss)  Parsons  \ 
were  as  follows:  (1)  Joseph,  born  November  j 

1,  1647,  married  Elizabeth  Strong,  daughter  ; 
of  Elder  John  Strong.  (2)  Benjamin,  buried 
at  Springfield,  Mass.,  June  22,  1649.  13)  j 

John,  born  1649,  died  young.  (4)  John,  born  J 
in  1650,  married  Sarah  Clark,  daughter  of 
William  Clark.  (5)  Samuel,  born  in  1653. 

(6)  Ebenezer,  born  at  Northampton,  May  1,  ’ 

1655,  sa-id  to'  have  been  the  first  wdrite  child  ■ 
born  there,  and  was  killed  by  the  Indians,  at  J 
Northfield,  September  2,  1675.  (7)  Joria-  I 

than,  born  June  6,  1657.  (8)  David  or  Daniel,  f 
died  young.  (9)  Mary,  born  June  27,  1661, 
married  (first)  Joseph  Ashley,  (second)  Jo- 
seph Williston.  (10)  Hannah,  born  in  1663, 
married  Rev.  Pelatiah  Glover,  Jr.  (11) 
Abigail,  born  September  3,  1666,  married  !,( 
John  Colton.  (12)  Esther,  born  December  |ii 
24,  1672,  married  Rev.  Joseph  Smith. 

Capt.  Samuel  Parsons,  one  of  .the  above 
children,  born  at  Springfield,  January  23, 
1653,  married  (first)  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  f 
Capt.  Aaron  Cook,  who  died  September  2, 
1690.  He  married  (second)  Rhoda  Taylor, 
born  September  26,  1669,  daughter  of  Capt. 
John  Taylor.  She  died  in  the  fall  of  1711. 
Capt.  Samuel  Parsons  removed  with  his  father 
to  Northampton,  took  the  oath,  in  1678,  and 
removed  to  Durham,  Conn.,  in  1706.  On  Jan- 
uary 8,  1710,  he  was  dismissed  from  the 
church  at  Northampton  to  the  church  at  Dur- 
ham. In  a primitive  church  pledge  in  Dur- 
ham, the  signers  were  Nathaniel  and  Sarah 
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Chauncey,  Samuel  and  Rhoda  Parsons, 
Thomas  and  Ruth  Lyman,  and  others.  No- 
vember 17,  1709,  he  was  one  of  the  committee 
to  build  the  first  meeting  house  in  Durham. 
He  was  Deputy  to  General  Court  for  Durham, 
1720-22^23-24.  The  children  of  Capt.  Sam- 
uel Parsons  were:  (1)  Samuel,  born  in  1678, 

died  young.  (2)  Samuel  (2),  born  in  1680, 
died  in  1683.  (3)  Elizabeth,  born  in  1684. 

(4)  Jemima,  born  in  1691.  (5)  Rhoda,  born 

in  1694.  (6)  Timothy,  born  in  1696.  (7) 

Hannah,  born  in  1697.  (8)  Simeon,  born  in 

1701.  (9)  Phineas,  born  in  1704.  (1.0)  Itha- 

mar,  born  in  1709,  in  Durham. 

Ithamar  Parsons,  youngest  of  the  above 
children,  was  born  in  1709.  His  wife’s  name 
was  Sarah.  Their  son,  Aaron,  was  born  No- 
vember 10,  1758. 

Aaron  Parsons,  son  of  Ithamar,  died  May 
1,  1810.  He  married  Lucy  Hawley,  October 
3,  1772,  and  had  a large  family,  among  whom 
were  Clement,  Marcus,  Seth  and  Leothric. 

Marcus  Parsons,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  1790,  in  Durham,  and  in 
early  life  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker.  His 
home  was  located  on  the  main  road  between 
Middlefield  and  Durham.  He  followed  shoe- 
making all  his  life,  and  died  in  Durham,  April 
19,  1847.  He  married  Orpha  Robinson,  born 
July  23,  1796,  in  Durham,  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard Robinson,  a farmer,  whose  farm  is  now 
owned  by  Alfred  Jackson.  She  died  October 
22,  1843.  The  children  of  Marcus  and  Orpha 
Parsons  were:  (1)  Mary  M.,  born  June  23, 

1814,  married  Henry  Bailey,  a traveler,  who 
died  in  Cuba.  (2)  Harriett  M.,  born  October 
10,  1816,  married  Russell  Shelley,  a shoe- 
maker, and  died  in  Durham.  (3)  Aaron  A., 
born  October  31,  1819,  was  a mechanic,  and 
with  his  wife,  Mary,  lived  in  Plainville,  Conn. 
(4)  Leander,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
January  23,  1822.  (5)  Ann  married  Andrew 

Hull,  a joiner  in  Durham. 

Leander  Parsons,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Durham  in  the  house  west 
of  the  old  Swathel  tavern,  on  the  road  to  .Mid- 
dlefield. He  attended  the  North  district 
school,  and  early  in  life  learned  the  shoe- 
mlaker’s  trade  with  his  father.  lie  was  also 
employed  by  Russell  Shellev,  the  husband  of 
his  sister  Harriett,  lie  worked  for  a number 
of  years  in  Mr.  Shelley’s  shoe  shop,  which 
stood  011  Mia  in  street,  opposite  the  street  run- 
ning west  from  Main  street,  south  of  Durham 


Congregational  Church.  He  married  Frances 
Camp,  November  26,  1846,  born  May  10, 
1828,  a native  of  Durham,  and  a daughter  of 
Elias  and  Mary  W.  (Bennett)  Camp.  Elias 
Camp  was  a shoemaker  and  resided  in  Dur- 
ham. The  children  of  Leander  and  Frances 
Parsons  were  as  follows  : (1)  Harry  L.,  born 

July  3,  1847,  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Fifteenth 
Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  died  at 
Newbern,  N.  C.  (2)  Marion  F.,  born  May 
27,  1849,  married  Timothy  Page,  a farmer  of 
Stony  Creek.  (3)  Ella  A.,  born  February 
24,  1851.  (4)  William  A.,  our  subject,  born 

August  14,  1853.  (5)  Elizabeth  A.,  born 

March  20,  1S55,  married  Lewis  Bacon,  a ma- 
son of  South  Farms  near  Middletown.  (6) 
Frederick  N.,  born  October  29,  1857,  died  sin- 
gle. (7)  George  P.,  born  January  8,  i860. 
Leander,  the  father,  left  home  August  10, 
i860,  in  search  of  more  remunerative  employ- 
ment, and  has  never  since  been  heard  from. 

1 William  A.  Parsons,  our  subject,  was  born 
August  14,  1853,  in  the  north  part  of  Dur- 
ham. He  attended,  in  his  boyhood,  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  the  Durham  Academy  under 
Mr.  Wiggin,  but  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  he 
began  to  work  in  the  tin  shop  of  the  Merriam 
Manufacturing  Company,  in  Durham,  attend- 
ing school  in  the  winter,  until  the  age  of  four- 
teen years,  when  he  left  school,  and  worked 
continuously  in  the  above  factory  until  1883, 
a period  of  nineteen  years.  In  1883  he  estab- 
lished his  present  business,  and  has  since  suc- 
cessfully carried  on  the  manufacture  of  tin 
boxes  for  the  stationery  and  hardware  trade. 

On  October  30,  1874.  Mr.  Parsons  mar- 
ried Miss  Rose  Camp,  who  was  born  in  Dur- 
ham December  28,  1852,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Betsy  Ann  (Cone)  Camp.  Samuel  C. 
Camp  was  a carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade. 

! He  was  born  December  25,  1803,  and  died 
March  24,  1882.  His  wife,  horn  January  18, 
1807,  died  July  7,  1868.  To  our  subject  and 
j wife  have  been  born  two  children:  Harold  C. 
j was  of  the  class  of  1902,  Yale,  Sheffield  Scien- 
tific School:  Gertrude  A.  is  at  home.  Mr. 
Parsons  and  family  are  members  of  the  C011-* 

\ gregational  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican. He  was  State  representative  in  1889-90, 

| serving  on  the  committees  on  Woman's  Rights 
j and  Contingent  Expenses.  He  has  been  tow  n 
clerk  for  several  terms,  and  was  first  selectman 
j of  Durham  for  one  term,  lie  is  most  highly 
1 esteemed  bv  his  fellow-citizens,  and  his  life- 
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long  career  in  the  town  of  his  birth  has  been 
one  of  earnest  endeavor,  and  the  application 
of  those  basic  principles  of  integrity  and  pro- 
gressiveness, which  have  won  for  him  an 
abundant  and  most  gratifying  success. 

WILLIAM  G.  FAIRBANK,  the  efficient 
and  popular  superintendent  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Industrial  School  for  Girls,  at  Middletown, 
lias  given  the  greater  part  of  his  life  to  such 
work,  and  his  long  term  of  years  with  this 
institution  is  a recognition  of  his  fitness  for  the 
place,  and  an  appreciation  of  his  efforts  on 
the  part  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Fairbank  isi  a native  of  Massachusetts, 
born  February  24,  1840,  at  Sterling,  and  is 
an  adopted  son  of  Ephraim  and  Susan 
(Stearns)  Fairbank.  Ephraim  Fairbank  was 
born  in  Sterling,  Mlass.,  June  1,  1811,  and  died 
November  10,  1892.  He  was  a son  of  Capt. 
Paul  and  Catherine  (Phelps)  Fairbank,  of 
Sterling,  Mlass.,  the  former  off  whom  was  in 
the  sixth  generation  from  Jonathan  Fairebanke 
(Fairbank,  Fairbanks),  of  Dedham,  Mass.,  his 
first  American  ancestor,  v ho  was  born  in  Eng- 
land before  1600,  and  came  to  Boston  with 
his  family  in  1633,  locating-  at  Dedham  three 
years  later.  The  line  of  Capt.  Paul  Fairbank' s 
descent  is  through  Jonas,  Jabez,  Thomas  and 
Oliver  V.  Ephraim  Fairbank  married  Susan 
Stearns,  born  in  October,  1812,  who  died  Oc- 
tober 4,  1892.  They  had  no  children. 

William  G.  Fairbank  was  graduated  from 
the  Bridgewater  Normal  School  ini  i860,  and 
for  the  following  six  months  was  engaged  in 
teaching  at  the  Farm  school,  Thompson  Isl- 
larud,  Boston  harbor.  For  six  years  he  was  a 
teacher1  and  officer  at  the  Lyman  School  for 
Boys,  at  Westboro,  Mass.,  of  which,  at  the 
time  of  his  leaving,  he  was  the  principal  teach- 
er, having  general  charge  of  the  schools,  then 
eight  in  number.  On  June  14,  1869,  he  left 
the  institution  to'  take  charge  of  the  Vermont 
Reform:  School,  as  its  superintendent,  and  in 
that  incumbency  remained  for  seventeen  years. 
In  August,  1886,  he  left  the  Vermont  school 
to  assume,  on  September  7th,  the  duties  of 
superintendent  of  the  Connecticut  Industrial 
School  for  Girls,  at  Middletown,  making  a 
term  of  service  in  industrial  training  and  re- 
formatory work  of  nearly  forty  years,  and 
since  June,  1869,  in  the  capacity  of  superin- 
tendent— in  all  probability  the  longest  term1  of 
continuous  active  service,  as  an  officer  in  such 


work,  of  any  one  in  the  country ; in  fact,  since 
first  beginning  in  his  work  Mr.  Fairbank  has 
followed  it  continuously,  with  the  exception 
of  two  years’  (1865-66)  respite  occasioned  by 
sickness. 

The  Connecticut  Industrial  School  for 
Girls  is  one  of  the  most  important  institutions 
in  the  State,  yet  not  a,  State  institution,  but 
a private  corporation  receiving  State  aid  and 
State  supervision.  The  public  act  incorporat- 
ing the  school  was  passed  July  27,  1868.  The 
first  inmate  was  received  in  January,  1870, 
and  the  formal  opening  took  place  on  the  30th 
of  June,  following.  The  original  site  was 
given  to  the  schools  by  the  town  of  Middle- 
town,  and  additions,  by  purchase  have  since 
been  made.  The  school  has  received  in  round 
numbers,  by  private  benefactions,  $175,000. 
There  are  now  (1902)  in  the  neighborhood  of 
275  female  inmates,  land  280  girls  can  Well 
be  accommodated.  In  addition  to  the  instruc- 
tion that  is  given  in  each  home  in  all  depart- 
ments of  housework,  the  school  has,  a sewing 
schbol,  a cooking  school,  and  a,  school  in  laun- 
dry work,  in  which  departments  competent  in- 
structors are  provided.  The  day  schools  are 
well  graded,  and  are  taught  by  efficient  Nor- 
mal school  graduates.  The  programls  are  care- 
fully prepared,  and  the  work  of  each  term 
outlined  by  the  acting  school  visitor,  after  con- 
sultation with  the  school  committee  of  the  in- 
stitution. 1 fie  buildings  of  the  school  are  situ- 
ated in  a sightly  and  healthful  location,  and  the 
grounds  are  well  and  neatly  kept.  Mr.  Fair- 
bank’s  long  experience  in  such  lines  has  been 
of  great  assistance  in  the  arrangement,  dispo- 
sition, etc.  of  both  the  old  and  new  buildings. 
Indeed,  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  tout 
ensemble  of  everything  connected  with  the  in-  * 
stitution  renders  it  second  to  none  of  similar 
kind  in  the  United  States. 

On  December  2,  1862,  Mr.  Fairbank  was 
married  to  Miss  Margaret  Lefier,  a native  of 
Hingham,  M'ass.,  and  to  this  union  has  been 
born  one  child,  William  E.,  a graduate  of  Wes- 
leyan University,  class  of  1893;  he  married 
Miss  Clara  Bell  Simons,  of  Erving,  Mass., 
and  they  have  two  children,  Jessie  M.  and 
Dorothy  M.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williem  G.  Fair- 
bank  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Mabel,  now 
the  wife  of  Charles  Miller,  vice-principal  of  the 
Providence  Normal  School,  at  Providence,  R. 

I.  Mrs.  Fairbank  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  Mr.  Fairbank  of  the  Baptist. 
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Politically  he  is  a Republican,  though  not  ac- 
tive in  the  affairs  of  his  party,  and  since  his 
first  connection  with  industrial  school  work  the 
positions  he  has  filled  have  been  invariably 
tendered  him,  while  others  offered  him  have 
been  declined.  Socially  he  is  a Freemason, 
and,  together  with  his  estimable  wife,  who 
has  proved  a most  efficient  assistant  to  him, 
he  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity at  large. 

CAPT.  WILLIAM  A.  PEASE,  one  of  the 
best  known  vessel  masters  running  from  the 
Connecticut  coast,  is  a descendant  of  three  old 
and  honored  New  England  families,  the  Peases, 
Smiths  and  Stowes.  His  mother,  Betsy  Stowe 
Smiith,  was  a daughter  of  Winthrop  and  Ro- 
sette (Stowe)  Smith,  and  a granddaughter  of 
Zebulon  and  Rosetta  (Riley)  Stowe.  Zebulon 
Stowe  \fias  the  son  of  Thomas,  who  was  the 
son  of  Thomas,  who>  was  the  son  of  John,  who 
in  1634  came  to  Boston  from  Hawkhurst, 
in  the  south  of  England,  and  settled  near  Rox- 
bury.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Biggs,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  six  children. 

The  Smith  family  is  an  old  one  in  Middle- 
sex, tracing  back  to  three  brothers  who  came  to 
America  about  1662.  One  of  them  settled  in 
New  London,  another  in  Windsor,  the  third, 
Simon,  locating  in  Haddam,  Middlesex  coun- 
ty, and  from  him  is  descended  the  line  of  which 
Captain  Pease  is  a representative.  Simon  Smith 
was  the  father  of  four  sons,  Benjamin,  Simon, 
Joseph  and  John.  John  had  a son  named 
Joseph,  and  Joseph  was  the  father  of  Joseph, 
Jr.,  wiho  was  the  father  of  nine  children : 
Sylvanus,  born  October  10,  1748;  John,  July 
13,  1752;  Abisha,  July  14,  1755;  Thankful, 
January  20,  1757;  Jethro;  Elizabeth;  Joseph; 
Sarah  ; and  Hannah.  Of  these, 

John  Smith,  the  great-grandfather  of  Capt. 
Pease  was  born  at  Haddam,  was  a sea  cap- 
tain, engaged  in  the  West  Indies  trade,  and 
died  at  sea.  He  married  Martha  Shailer,  of 
Haddam,  and  was  the  father  of  the  following 
named  children:  John,  Jr.,  born  August  12. 

1776,  was  twice  married,  first  to  a Miss  Brain- 
ard,  and  subsequently  to  Mrs.  Cynthia  Brain- 
ard.  Alicel,  born  September  30,  1778,  married 
Simion  Arnold,  of  Haddam.  Winthrop,  born 
OctohcM*  16,  1781,  is  mentioned  below.  Rilcv, 
born  June  22,  1786,  married  Hannah  Wilcox, 
and  removed  to  Elyria,  Ohio,  where  he  died. 

Winthrop  Smith,  grandfather  of  Captain 


Pease,  was  born  in  Haddam,  and  came  to 
Cromwell  when  a young  man,  buying  a large 
farm  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  town  in  com- 
pany with  his  mother  and  brothers.  He  was 
an  active,  public-spirited  man,  was  a farmer  all 
his  life,  and  died  June  30,  1849.  He  married 
Rosetta  Stowe,  and  their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows : Martha  died  unmarried ; Caroline  died 

young;  Lucy  S.,  married  Leverett  A’  right, 
who  died  November  28.  1898  (he  was  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  in  Company 
H,  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery)  ; Betsy 
Stowe,  born  December  16,  1820,  married  Will- 
iam Agift  Pease,  and  was  the  mother  of  Cap- 
tain Pease. 

William  A.  Pease  was  born  in  the  “Nooks,’’ 
in  the  town  of  Cromwell.  Middlesex  county, 
Nlovember  26,  1849,  son  °f  William  Agift  and 
Betsy  Stowe  (Smith)  Pease.  His  father  was 
born  in  Portland,  Conn.,  January  1,  1819,  the 
son  of  William  Agift  and  Betsy  ( Ranney) 
Pease,  and  while  still  a young  boy  went  to  live 
in  the  family  of  Sylvester  Gildersleeve,  re- 
maining in  that  borne  until  he  was  twenty-one. 
During  the  latter  part  of  his  stay  there  he 
wlorked  in  Mr.  Gildersleeve’s  shipyard  as  a ship 
carpenter.  On  April  18  1842,  lie  was  married 
to  Betsy  Stowe  Smith,  and  after  a short  stay  in 
Gildersleeve  moved  to  the  “Nooks,”  at  Crom- 
well, and  went  to  farming.  He  also  worked 
in  the  Gildersleeve  shipyard,  and  later  engaged 
in  shipbuilding  for  himself,  constructing  the 
schooner  “Myra  Pratt,”  and  the  steamer 
“George  Ohafee.”  He  was  a member  of  the 
shipbuilding  firm  of  Pease  & Rayner,  and 
owned  the  first  and  only  dry  dock  at  Midle- 
town.  After  some  years  he  went  South,  and 
spent  the  latter  part  of  his  business  life  in 
shipbuilding  at  Mobile.  He  died  Mav  25.  1891. 
while  on  a visit  at  Willimantic,  Conn.,  and 
there  his  wife  also  died,  September  12,  1804: 

| both  are  buried  at  Cromwell.  In  early  life  Mr. 
Pease  was  a Democrat,  but  in  later  years  lie 
became  a Republican.  His  wife  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  a wo- 
man of  many  fine  traits  of  character.  1 le  was 
a liard-wforking  man,  and  proved  himself  a 
good  mechanic,  and  though  he  began  life  ns  a 
poor  boy,  became  very  successful  and  was 
greatly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He 
reared  an  excellent  family,  a record  of  his 
children  being  as  follows:  Caroline  R..  born 

January  20.  1843.  died  November  «).  1848. 
Elizabeth  R.,  born  September  to,  1847,  is 
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the  widow!  of  Robert  E.  Edwards,  and  lives 
at  Middletown.  William  A.,  born  November 
26,  1849,  the  subject  proper  of  this  article. 
Charles  W.,  born  June  4,  1852,  is  a traveling 
salesman  and  lives  at  Middletown.  Caleb  S., 
born  September  14,  1854,  resides  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.  Edgar  S.,  born  October  1,  1856, 
lives  at  Cromwell.  John  Nelson,  born  Septem- 
ber 7,  1859,  lives  in  Brooklyn.  Nellie  C,  born 
July  27,  1862,  died  September  24,  1864.  Ida 
L.,  born  January  5,  1865,  lives  in  Brooklyn, 
and  is  unmarried. 

William  Agift  Pease  (commonly  known  as 
Agift  Pease),  the  grandfather  of  Captain 
Pease,  was  born  in  Enfield,  Conn.,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1779,  and  died  October  19,  1858,  at  New- 
field,  Conn.  He  married  Betsy  Ranney, 
daughter  of  a Revolutionary  soldier  who  win- 
tered at  Valley  Forge.  They  lived  in  Port- 
land, where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a ship 
carpenter.  They  had  the  following  children : 
Franklin,  who  was  twice  married,  first  to  De- 
borah Kelsy ; Spencer ; Aaron,  who  was  twice 
married,  went  to  California  in  1849,  came 
back  and  followed  farming  in  the  town  of 
Cromwell,  where  he  died  ; Henry,  who  married 
Caroline  Post;  William  Agift,  who-  has  al- 
ready been  mentioned;  Ruth,  wife  of  Philip 
Smith ; Cynthia,  who-  married  Enos  Bell ; Su- 
san, who  married  Griswold  Beebe,  and  was 
the  mother  of  seventeen  children,  all  of  whom 
lived  to  adult  age,  and  sixteen  of  them  lived  to 
marry  (she  died  in  Middletown  in  1901); 
Eliza,  who  died  young;  and  Edward  (de- 
ceased), who-  married  Lavinia  Chapman. 

Aaron  Pease,  father  of  William  Agift, 
Was  born  at  Enfield,  Conn.,  June  3,  1752,  and 
married  Huldah  Spencer,  daughter  of  Jona- 
than Spencer,  Sr.,  of  Somers,  Conn.  He  lived 
and  died  at  Enfield,  and  was  the  father  of 
eleven  children. 

Aaron  Pease,  father  of  Aaron,  was  born 
at  Enfield  in  1726,  and  was  a blacksmith  by 
occupation.  Pie  was  twice  married,  first  to 
Ann  Geer,  and  subsequently  to  Mary  Terry, 
and  was  the  father  of  ten  children. 

Samuel  Pease,  father  of  Aaron,  was  born 
at  Enfield,  October  30,  1686,  and  married  Eliz- 
abeth Warner.  He  settled  at  Ejnfield,  where 
he  died  in  1770.  He  was  the  father  of  nine 
children. 

Robert  Pease,  father  of  Samuel,  was  born 
at  Salem,  Mass.,  in  1656,  and  married  Abigail 
Randall  in  1678.  He  settled  in  the  “North- 


fields,”  and  in  1681,  removed  to  Enfield,  where 
he  died  in  1744.  He  was  the  father  of  ten 
children. 

John  Pease,  Sr.,  father  of  Robert,  was 
born  in  England  in  1630,  and  was  a son  of 
Robert,  the  emigrant,  who  came  from  England 
in  1634,  landing  at  Boston.  Robert  set- 
tled at  Salem,  Mass.,  where  he  died  in  1644, 
at  the  age  o-f  thirty-seven. 

Capt.  William  A.  Pease,  when  a boy,  had 
such  privilege  as  was  offered  by  the  district 
schools  of  Cromwell  and  the  Cromwell  Acade- 
my. He  was  reared  to  farming  and  at  sixteen 
sailed  before  the  mast  on  the  schooner  “Do- 
retta  Kahn,”  with  Capt.  Elisha  Stocking,  of 
Cromwell.  The  first  time  the  ship  touched  at 
the  city  of  New  York  the  funeral  procession 
of  Lincoln  was  passing  and  his  body  was  lying 
in  state  at  the  city  hall.  Our  subject  was  aft- 
erward on  the  schooner  “Emily  S.  Gilder- 
sleeve,”  and  then  on  the  schooner  “Choctaw,” 
from  Cape  Cod,  remaining  on  that  vessel  a 
year,  and  the  same  length  of  time  on  the 
“M’aggie  and  Lucy,”  a three-master  from  Mid- 
dletown. Subsequently  he  was  on  the  schoon- 
er “Henry  Harteau,”  which  was  rebuilt  at 
Gildersleeve,  and  on  the  “W.  and  B.  Doug- 
las,” the  three-master  out  of  Middletown.  He 
was  first  mate  on  the  “Fannie  Hazard,”  and 
mate  on  the  “Hattie.  A.  Butler,”  and  in  1872 
took  charge  of  the  schooner  “S.  S.  Scranton,” 
which  vessel  he  commanded  fo-ur  years.  In  the 
spring  of  1876  he  took  charge  of  the  schooner 
“David  Currie,”  of  Middletown,  of  which  he 
is  yet  in  command. 

Capt.  Pease  and  Miss  Kate  A.  Smith  were 
married  December  25,  1873,  at  Middletown. 
She  was  born  September  16,  1849,  daughter 
of  Oliver  T.  and  Ruth  McKee  (Edwards) 
Smith.  Her  father,  who  was  a boss  builder, 
died  when  she  was  but  two-  years  old,  and  she 
lived  in  Cromwell  until  sixteen,  after  which 
she  was  in  West  Haven  until  her  marriage. 
She  is  a descendant  of  the  old  Edwards  family, 
who  were  among  the  early  settlers  o-f  Crom- 
well. Mrs.  Pease  is  one  of  five  daughters, 
three  of  whom  are  yet  living,  the  two-  others 
being  Cornelia,  Mrs.  Nathan  Hale,  and  Es- 
ther, Mrs.  William  H.  Putnam,  both  of  West 
Haven,  Conn.  Capt.  Pease  and  his  wife  began 
housekeeping  in  Cromwell,  lived  a year  in 
Portland,  and  in  1878  set  up  in  Middletown. 
In  1885  he  bought  his  home  at  South  Farms, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  locations  in 
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that  community.  He  and  his  wife  have  two 
children:  Alice  M.,  horn  October  16,  1874, 

married  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Miller,  a Methodist 
clergyman,  and  has  one  son,  William  B.,  born 
in  1902.  Nellie  K.,  born  in  December,  1875, 
lives  at  home.  Mrs.  .Pease  is  a Baptist  in 
church  connection. 

Capt.  Pease  gives  much  attention  to  the 
breeding  of  fine  poultry,  and  his  birds  have 
taken  first  prizes  in  many  of  the  leading  poul- 
try shows  of  the  country.  He  may  be  called  a 
self-made  man,  as  he  has  made  his  own  way 
from  the  age  of  ten  years,  and  has  amassed  a 
very  comfortable  competence,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  well  known  vessel  masters  sailing  out  of 
the  Connecticut  river.  The  Captain  is  a Re- 
publican in  political  faith. 

ROBERT  CLIFFORD  TYLER,  post- 
master at  Chester,  Conn.,  and  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  best  known  of  its  citizens,  is  de- 
scended from  one  of  the  oldest  New  England 
families. 

Nathaniel  Tyler,  his  great-great-grand- 
father, was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Haddam, 
Conn,  and  built  the  first  vessels  there  in  1734. 
He  married  Anne  Arnold,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Arnold,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following 
children:  Anne,  born  April  11,  1724;  Susan- 
nah, born  October  23,  1726;  Nathaniel,  born 
November  19,  1728;  Joseph,  born  February 
5,  1730;  Samuel,  born  September  16,  1733, 
married  Abigail  Dickinson,  died  August  17, 
1816;  Nathan,  born  April  26,  1736;  James, 
born  October  12,  1738,  died  February  24, 
1750;  Sarah,  born  February  25,  1740;  Simon, 
born  July  23,  1744,  was  captain  in  the  navy 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  was  captured 
in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  imprisoned  in  Old 
New  York  sugar  house  ( he  died  in  Haddam, 
July  24,  1813) ; and  Mary,  born  March  3, 
1746,  married  John  Smith. 

Joseph  Tyler,  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  February  5,  1730,  in  Had- 
dam, and  there  lived  on  Turkey  Hill 
until  his  removal  to  Leyden,  Lewis  Co.,  N.  Y., 
in  1804;  he  died  there  about  1814.  B\  his 
wife,  Lydia  Cone,  of  Haddam,  he  has  six  chil- 
dren: Jonathan,  who  married  Rachel,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Edmund  Porter;  Patrick,  who 
married  Dorcas  Brainerd;  Annie,  who  married 
Grover  M.  Tory;  Moses,  grandfather  of  our 
subject;  James;  and  Joseph. 

Moses  Tyler,  grandfather  of  Robert  C'., 


was  born  October  7,  1782,  in  Haddam,  Conn., 
and  when  a young  man  he  went  to  Leyden, 
Lewis  Qx,  N.  Y.,  with  his  parents,  and  re- 
mained there  for  several  years.  Later  he  re- 
turned to  Haddam,  and  followed  milling,  his 
gristmill  being  located  on  Mill  stream,  a little 
distance  west  of  Arnold’s  Station,  he  being  the 
last  tO'  operate  that  mill.  Mr.  Tyler  was  a very 
enthusiastic  Methodist,  one  of  the  old-time 
“shouters,”  and  a very  good  man.  His  death 
occurred  in  Haddam,  February  22,  i860,  when 
he  was  aged  seventy-seven  years,  and  he  was 
buried  at  Haddam  Court  House.  On  Septem- 
ber 29,  1803,  Moses  Tyler  married  De- 

borah Dickinson,  daughter  of  David  and  Lois 
(Clark)  Dickinson.  She  died  May  18, 
i860.  The  children  of  this  marriage  were  as 
follows:  (1)  Livah,  born  August  6,  1804, 

married,  April  2,  1828,  Samuel  Ventres,  who 
died  August  1,  1890,  aged  eighty-five  years, 
and  she  died  October  27,  1877,  aged  seventy- 
three  years.  (2)  Alba  Dickinson,  born  Au- 
gust 23,  1806,  probably  died  young.  (3)  Dan- 
iel Clark,  born  November  20,  1808,  married 
January  27,  1859,  Louisa  Fritz,  who'  died 
January  13,  1900.  He  is  a Methodist  minis- 
ter and  lives  in  Oneida,  N.  Y.  (4)  Ashbel, 
born  January  17,  1811,  married  May  19, 
1841,  Sophia  Dickinson,  who  died  April  8, 
1 895 , aged  seventy-eight  years;  he  died  Janu- 
ary 15,  1864,  aged  fifty-three.  He  was  a quar- 
ryman  and  resided  in  Haddam.  (5)  Selina 
Ann,  born  March  30,  1813,  died  unmarried 
April  2,  1887,  aged  seventy-four.  (6)  Charles 
j Alvin,  born  September  16,  1815,  married 

I October  9,  1842,  Mary  Ann  Cone.  lie 

j followed  the  sea  for  several  years,  then  set- 
1 tied  at  Cape  May,  N.  J.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  died  December  25, 
1899,  aged  eighty-four,  and  bis  wife  died 
in  December,  1899.  (7)  A son,  born  De- 

cember 28,  1817,  probably  died  young.  (8) 
Carlos  B.,  father  of  our  subject,  born  1819. 

(9)  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  October  14.  1821, 
married  Hubbard  Ventres,  November  6,  1853. 
She  was  a graduate  of  Ml.  Holyoke  Seminary, 
class  of  1839,  and  she  died  March  12.  1878. 
aged  fifty-six.  lie  died  February  20.  1889, 

( 10)  A daughter  died  an  infant  three  days 
old.  ( 1 1 ) David  Oscher.  born  December  29, 
1827,  died  August  15.  1829. 

Carlos  B.  Tyler,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Haddam,  where  he  spent  his  earlv  life, 
receiving  his  education  at  the  district  schools 
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and  at  the  Brainerd  Academy.  Later  he  taught 
school  in  Haddam,  and  then  learned  the  trade 
of  stone  cutter,  which  he  pursued  in  connec- 
tion with  quarrying,  until  a few  years  before 
his  death,  which  occurred  February  22,  1865. 
This  sad  event  was  occasioned  by  complica- 
tions resulting  from  an  accident,  in  which  his 
left  leg  was  broken  in  two  places.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  removing  his  'boot,  when  he  slipped,  fall- 
ing in  a cramped  position  and  breaking  his  leg 
above  and  below  the  knee.  Although  he  did 
not  die  until  some  time  after  the  accident,  he 
never  walked  again.  His  remains  rest  at 
Shailerville.  Mr.  Tyler  was  very  active  in 
local  military  affairs,  and  was  known  as  Cap- 
lain  Tyler.  On  October  18,  1842,  he  was 
married  to  Cynthia  S.  Sbailer,  who  was  born 
in  Hadd!am  in  1823,  a daughter  of  Capt.  Solo- 
mon Shailer,  and  she  died  September  9,  1883. 
To  M!r.  and  Mrs.  Carlos  B.  Tyler  were  born 
five  'children : Rosalind  O.,  who  married  the 

late  William  Church,  a sea-faring  man,  and  is 
now  residing  in  Meriden,  Conn.;  Franklin  O., 
a retired  sea  captain,  who  married  Caroline 
Brainerd,  and  lives  in  Haddam;  Carrie  0., 
who  married  Frederick  Greene,  and  resides  in 
Wallingford,  Conn. ; Josephine,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  our  subject. 

Robert  Clifford  Tyler  was  born  December 
11,  1853,  in  Haddam,  where  he  attended  the 
district  school.  He  also'  attended  a part  of  a 
session  at  the  Brainerd  Academy,  Which  was 
then  taught  bv  Jonathan  Brainerd.  As  he 
Was  but  twelve  years  old  when  his  father  died, 
he  was  forced  to  leave  school  and  home.  At 
the  early  age  of  fourteen  he  made  his  way  to 
Chester,  and  found  employment  in  the  factory 
of  John  Post.  The  following  winter  he  man- 
aged to  attend  the  Chester  high  school,  and  this 
completed  his  school  attendance.  Although  a 
boy,  he  made  good  wages,  as  he  was  such  a 
hard  worker  and  faithful  employe,  and  when 
the  factory  changed  hands,  George  Ransom 
becoming  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Tyler  was  re- 
tained. Later,  when  Mr.  Ransom  sold  the 
plant  to  Carlton  J.  Bates,  the  present  owner, 
our  subject  remained,  and  in  1875,  when  but 
twenty-three,  was  made  foreman,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  acted  until  in  March,  1900,  when  he 
resigned  to'  take  charge  of  the  post  office,  al- 
though, at  the  request  of  M!r.  Bates,  he  spends 
a portion  of  his  time  at  the  factory. 

On  December  11,  1877,  Robert  Clifford 
Tyler  was  married  to  Katie  D.  Silliman,  who 


was  born  at  Chester,  on  September  12,  1856, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Daniel  W.  and 
Sarah  (Warner)  Sillman.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tyler  five  children  have  been  born:  Car- 

rie S.,  born  December  4,  1878,  married  De- 
cember 22,  1898,  Edward  Clark,  a jeweler, 
employed  at  Deep  River;  Mildred  J.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1881,  is  assistant  in  the  post  office; 
Franklin  W.,  born  June  18,  1883,  at  home; 
Frederick  C.,  born  May  8,  1887;  and  Bessie  F. 
born  May  5,  1891. 

In  politics  Mr.  Tyler  is  a Republican  and 
served  as  first  selectman  between  1894  and 
1899.  Mrs.  Tyler  is  a consistent  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church  and  takes  a deep 
interest  in  the  workings  of  that  body.  Mr. 
Tyler  is  a member  of  Connecticut  Lodge,  No. 
250,  New  England  Order  of  Protection,  at 
Chester.  Well  and  favorably  known  through- 
out the  community  in  which  he  resides,  Mr. 
Tyler  has  many  friends,  and  the  success  which 
has  attended  his  efforts  is  well  merited. 

i EUGENE  W.  CHAFFEE,  who  has  been 
prominently  identified  for  many  years  with 
the  milling  interests  of  Connecticut,  belongs  to 
am  old  and  'honorable  familv  of  New  England. 
Thomas  Chaffee,  his  remote  ancestor,  settled 
in  Hingham,  M'ass.,  in  1635,  and  seven  years 
later  removed  to  Hull  where  the  family  was 
established  for  many  years.  His  wife’s  name 
was  Dorothy.  Their  son  Joseph,  who  was 
born  in  1643,  and  died  in  1694,  married  Annie 
Martin.  The  family  Bible  belonging  to'  Thom- 
ais  Chaffee,  and  afterward  to  Joseph,  and  to 
his  son,  is  still  in  existence,  and  is  remarkably 
well  preserved  for  a book  printed  in  1649. 

John  Chaffee,  grandson,  of  Thomas,  the 
emigrant,  was  born  in  Swansea  December  16, 
1673,  and  married  Sarah  Hills,  of  Malden, 
in  1700. 

John  Chaffee,  Jr.,  his  son,  was  born  in 
Swansea  in  1707,  in  1730  married  Mehitable 
Muscraft,  also  born  in  1707,  and  died  in  1803. 
1 hey  had  three  children,  Simeon,  Amos  and 
Miebi  table. 

Simeon  Chaffee  was  born  in  Woodstock, 
Conn.,  in  1736,  and  died  in  1824.  He  married 
Love  Davis,  who  died  April  8,  1827,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-twoi  years.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  named  children : Levi, 

Willard,  Simeon,  Jr.,  Noah,  Lucinda  and 
Emery. 

Emery  Chaffee,  grandfather  of  Eugene  W., 
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was  born  October  5,  1786,  'n  South  Wilbra- 
ham,  Mass.,  to  which  point  his  father  had 
moved  early  in  his  married  life,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 21,  1871.  He  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation. His  first  marriage,  in  1814,  was  to 
Keziah  Harwood,  who  was  born  in  1787,  and 
died  March  14,  1821.  To  this  union  came: 
Z eloites  Emery,  who  is  mentioned  below1;  and 
Mertilla  K.,  born  in  1818,  who  died  in  1830. 
O11  October  6,  1821,  Emery  Chaffee  married 
for  his  second  wife  Lura  Harwood  (a  sister 
of  his  hirst  wife),  who  died  M|ay  3,  1868.  By 
this  marriage  were  born:  Franklin  Dexter, 

born  in  1824,  now  living  in  Albany,  N.  Y. ; 
Edwin  Stearns,  born  April  13,  1828,  who  died 
October  21,  1873;  Henry  Winslow,  born  in 
1835,  who  died  in  1837;  Lura  Clarinda,  born 
in  1829,  who  married  Anson  C.  Brewer,  of 
Wilbraham,  Mass.,  in  1849,  and  died  in  1852. 
Originally  a Whig  in  politics,  Mr.  Chaffee  be- 
came a Republican,  and  he  was  a Congrega,- 
tionalist  in  religion. 

Zeloites  Emery  Chaffee,  father  of  Eugene 
W.,  was  born  September  17,  1815,  in  Wilbra- 
ham,  Mlass.,  and  died  June  10,  1877.  On 
March  4,  1841,  he  married,  in  Willimantic, 
Conn.,  Hannah  Sophronia  Snell,  who  was 
born  in  Union,  Conn.,  April  19,  1819,  and  who 
is  now  living  in  Moodus,  Conn,  They  had  the 
following  named  children  : ( 1 ) Eugene  Wins- 
low, born  April  20,  1842,  was  married  No- 
vember 4,  1 868,  to  Katharine  M.  Day,  who 
was  barn  September  20,  1849.  (2)  Herbert 

Winthrop,  born  August  11,  1844,  is  now'  a 
clergyman  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Fre- 
donia,  Kans.;  he  mlarried  Jerusha  Adda  Smith, 
of  Princeton,  Kans.,  in  1872.  (3)  Lois  Clar- 

inda, born  July  27,  1853,  married  Charles  W. 
Kimball,  of  Manhattan,  Kans.,  in  1885.  (4) 

Arthur  Willard,  born  May  14,  1855,  was  edu- 
cated ait  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  and  at  the  Poly- 
technic Institute  at  Worcester;  he  began  his 
career  as  bookkeeper  in  the  employ  of  the 
New  York  Net  & Twine  Company,  in  which 
he  is  now  a stockholder,  and  treasurer  of  the 
corporation,  and  he  is  assistant  treasurer  of  the 
the  Moodus  Savings  Bank,  and  a director  of 
that  institution;  he  is  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
East  Haddam  Library  Association.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Prohibitionist.  lie  was  married 
in  Clinton,  Conn.  June  7.  1888,  to  Emma 
Hurd,  daughter  of  \ndrew  J.  and  Man  Hurd. 
(5)  Nellie  Eugenia,  born  in  Sprague,  Conn., 


September  30,  1863,  is  now  the  librarian  of  the 
East  Haddam  Public  Library. 

Zelotes  Emery  Chaffee  learned  the  trade 
of  machinist  in  Willimantic,  Conn.  During 
a part  of  his  early  married  life  he  lived  at 
Chicopee  Falls,  Mass.  Returning  to  Willi- 
mantic he  removed  from  there,  in  1849,  to 
Moodus,  where  he  ran  a machine  shop  until 
1863,  in  that  year  going  into  a mill  at  Lisbon, 
Conn.,  and  operating  it  for  a year.  In  1864 
he  came  back  to'  Moodus,  and  the  following 
year  took  an  interest  in  the  New  York  Net  & 
Twine  Company,  becoming  its  manager  and 
acting  in  that  position  until  his  death.  This 
company  was  started  in  a small  way  in  1S2G, 
by  William  E.  Nichols,  who  made  a cotton 
seine  twine. 

Eugene  W.  Chaffee  traces  his  ancestry  on 
his  mother’s  side  as  follows : Thomas  Snell, 

Jr.,  settled  in  Windham,  Conn.,  and  by  a grant 
of  the  town  was  the  first  teacher  in  the  settle- 
ment. His  wife  was  named  Faith.  Thomas 
Snell,  his  son,  w!as  bom  in  Sandwich,  Mass., 
in  1715,  was  married  in  Windham,  in  1737, 
to  Mary  Jennings  and  died  in  1797.  His  wife 
was  born  in  1717,  and  died  in  1790.  Their 
children  were:  William;  Mary;  a son  that 
died  in  infancy;  Eunice,  who  mlarried  Daniel 
Carpenter;  Thomas  and  a twin  sister;  Mary; 
Betsey;  Thomas  (2);  Mary  (2);  Joseph; 
Mary  Ann;  Jemima;  and  Irene. 

Joseph  Snell  was  born  June  3,  1755,  and 
died  October  30,  1846.  He  was  married  to 
Abigail  Barton,  his  first  wife,  February  27. 
1783;  and  to  Lydia  Farnum,  his  second  wife. 
November  23,  1785.  She  was  born  in  1757. 
and  died  June  15.  1819.  Joseph  Snell  was  a 
captain  in  the  militia,  and  made  his  services  as 
a Revolutionary  soldier  count  in  the  training  of 
the  citizen  soldiery.  He  was  an  orderlv  on 
the  staff  of  Gen.  Knox  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  His  children  by  the  second  mar- 
riage were:  Thomas,  who  married  Hannah 

Strong;  Lydia,  who  married  Parlev  Russell; 
Jo6q)h,  Jr.;  Betsey,  who  married  successively. 
Marcus  Bugbee,  John  Dixon  and  Jonathan 
Lamed;  Asa  Farnum,  who  married  Louisa 
Eaton;  and  Erastus.  Joseph  Snell  married 
for  his  third  wife,  Marjory  Dunton,  w idow  of 
Jonathan  Harwood.  Both  were  seventy  wars 
old  at  the  time  of  this  marriage,  and  they 
lived  together  for  more  than  twenty  wars. 
She  died  in  1848,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three. 
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Joseph  Snell,  Jr.,  was  born  February  24, 
1791,  and  was  accidentally  killed  by  being 
caught  in  a mill  belt  January  20,  1832.  On 
November  25,  1813,  he  married  Hannah  Chaf- 
fee, who  was  born  in  1792,  and  died  October 
24,  1849.  Their  children  were:  Erastus; 

Mary  Ann,  who  married  Dr.  William  S.  Pres- 
ton, of  Patch ogue,  L.  I. ; Hannah  Sophronia, 
who  married  Zelotes  E.  Chaffee,  and  became 
the  mother  of  Eugene  W.  Chaffee;  Lois,  who* 
married  William  L.  Weaver,  of  Willimantic; 
and  Joseph. 

The  Harwood  Family,  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing,  has  long  been  established  in  this 
State.  David  Harwood,  son  of  John  and  Em- 
ma Harwood,  was  born  in  1668,  was  married 
in  1701  to  Mary  Wilcot,  and  died  in  1752. 
Their  son,  David  Harwood,  and  his  wife,  Mhr- 
garet,  had  a son,  Jonathan  Harwood,  Sr.,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Sterns.  Jonathan  Har- 
wood, Jr.,  son  of  Jonathan,  Sr.,  born  in  1748, 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven;  he  married 
Marjory  Dunton,  who  afterward  became  the 
third  wife  of  Joseph  Snell,  Sr.  Keziah,  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan,  Jr.,  was  born  in  1787,  married 
Emery  Chaffee,  and  died  in  1821. 

The  Day  Family  has  also-  been  long 
known  in  this  State,  and  its  various  representa- 
tives have  occupied  conspicuous  places,  in  their 
respective  generations.  John  Day,  of  Hart- 
ford, son  of  Robert,  and  brother  of  Thomas 
Day,  married  Sarah  Maynard,  of  Hartford, 
and  is  supposed  to'  have  died  in  1730.  His 
children  Were:  Joseph;  John;  Thomas;  Mary, 
who  married  William  Clark;  Maynard;  Sarah; 
who  married  Jared  Spencer:  William;  and 
Joseph. 

[ John  Day  (2),  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
1677,  in  Colchester,  Conn.,  and  married  for 
his  first  wife  Grace  Spencer,  of  Hartford;  his 
second  wife  wias  named  Mary.  He  died  in 
1752.  He  was  the  father  of  the  following 
named  children:  Lydia,  who  married  Joseph 

Fuller;  Mlary,  who>  married  Jonathan  Ndrth- 
am;  John;  Joseph;  Benjamin;  Editha,  who 
married  David  Bigelow ; Daniel ; David ; Ab- 
raham; Isaac;  and  Daniel  (2). 

Abraham  Day,  son  of  John  (2),  was  born 
March  17,  1712,  and  died  March  17,  1792. 
On  November  20,  1740,  he  married  Irene 
Foote,  who  died  August  7,  1809.  Their  chil- 
dren were : Ephraim;  Ezra;  Nehemiah;  Abra- 
ham; Elisha;  Lucy,  who>  married  William 
Brainard ; Elijah;  Irene,  who  married  David 


Yeomans  ; Sarah,  who  married  Samuel  North- 
ram;  and  Oliver. 

Elijah  Day,  son  of  Abraham.',  was  born 
in  1754,  and  died  April  22,  1798.  On  March  5 
10,  1776,  he  married  Dorothy  Olmsted,  a 
daughter  of  Capt.  Stephen  Olmsted  (a,  soldier 
of  the  war  of  the  Revolution).  Mrs.  Day  lived 
to  reach  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-four  years. 
Their  children  were:  Dr.  Stephen  O'. ; Justin; 
and  Fannie,  who  married  Augustus  Williams. 

Justin  Day,  son  of  Elijah,  was  born  April 
7,  1781,  and  died  September  5,  1863.  He  be- 
longed to  the  W estchester  Society  and  resided 
on  the  farm  formerly  owned  by  his.  grand- 
father, Abraham  Day,  in  Colchester.  Matilda 
Day,  of  Stockbridge,  became  his  wife  Novem- 
ber 5,  1800,  and  was  the  mother  of  the  follow- 
ing children:  Elijah;  Eleanor  Louisa,,  who 

married  Ansel  Hungerford  ; Stephen  Olmlsted  ; 
Amasa;  Sarah  Maria;,  who  married  John  I- 
Worthington ; and  Dorothy  Olmsted,  who  mar- 
ried Brainard  D.  Kellogg. 

Amasa  Day,  who  is  mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going list,  was  born  Mhy  12,  1808,  in  West- 
chester, and  in  1839  married  Ursula  Maria 
Gates.  He  lived  for  some  time  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  but  in  1843  removed  to  East 
Haddam.  Plis  first  wife  died  in  1844,  without 
issue,  and  in  the  following  year  he  married  Sa- 
rah S el  den  Spencer,  born  in  1818;  who  died 
December  18,  1891.  To  them  were  born  t 
Charles  Amasa  who  died  when  five  years  of 
age;  Katharine  Maria,  who  married  Eugene 
W.  Chaffee;  and  a daughter  who  died  un- 
named. Mr.  Day  died  November  12,  1896. 

Eugene  W.  Chaffee  was  born  in  Chicopee 
Falls,  Mass.,  April  20,  1842,  was  a few  months 
old  when  his  parents  removed  to  Willimantic, 
and  seven  years  old  when  they  came  to  Moodus. 
He  was  educated  at  the  Wilbraham  Academy. 
He  gave  way  to  the  patriotic  fever  at  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  September 
10,  1861,  in  Company  E,  Tenth  Connecticut 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into  the 
service  September  30th.  He  served  until  Oc- 
tober 7,  1864,  when,  he-  was.  honorably  dis- 
charged. Mir.  Chaffee  participated  in  the  fol- 
lowing engagements  : Roanoke  Island,  New- 

bern,  Kinston,  Whitehall  and  Goldsboro,  in 
North  Carolina  in  1862,  and  the  battles  on 
Morris  Island  during  the  siege  of  Charleston, 
in  the  summer  of  1863.  He  passed  the  winter 
of  1863-64  in  Florida,  and  the  following- 
spring  joined  the  Army  of  the  James.  In  May, 
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1864,  he  was  in  the  battle  of  Drury's  Bluff, 
and  in  the  numerous  battles  and  skirmishes 
prior  and  subsequent  toi  that  battle,  including 
the  siege  of  Petersburg.  He  was  wounded  in 
the  neck  at  Deep  Bottom,  August  14,  1864, 
tire  wound  inducing  partial  paralysis  of  the 
hand  and  arm. 

Mr.  Chaffee  attended  the  Eastman  Business 
College,  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  in  the  winter 
of  1864-65,  and  the  following  spring  began 
keeping  books  for  the  Net  & Twine  Company, 
under  his  father’s  supervision.  When  his 
father  died  he  succeeded  to  the  management 
and  part  ownership  of  the  business.  The 
company  at  present  operates  two  mills  for  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  seine  twine  and  net- 
ting,. one  of  which  was  built  in  the  j alter  part 
of  the  twenties,  and  one,  at  Mooclus  Falls,  in 

1865.  Since  1898  Mr.  Chaffee  has  been  presi- 
dent of  tiie  company,  with  W.  E.  Nichols  as 
vice  president  and  A.  W.  Chaffee  as  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.  Mr.  Chaffee  has  been 
treasurer  of  the  Moodus  Savings  Bank  since 
its  organization  in  1870.  He  is  also;  a direc- 
tor of  the  National  Bank  of  New  England, 
in  East  Hadclam.  In  politics  he  is  a Republi- 
can, and  represented  the  town  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  1889,  serving  on  the  committee 
on  Finance.  Belonging  to  the  Congregation- 
al Church,  he  serves  as  deacon,  treasurer  and 
clerk,  and  is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 

, school.  He  has  been  president  of  the  East 
Haddam  Public  Library  since  it  was  organized ; 
and  socially  he  is  a member  of  Morton  A. 
Taintcr  Post,  No.  9,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Colchester. 

On  November  4,  1868,  Mr.  Chaffee  mar- 
ried Miss  Katharine  M.  Day,  and  they  have 
had  children  as  follows:  ( 1)  Amasa  Day,  born 
June  13,  1870,  graduated  from  the  high  school 
in  Hartford  in  1886,  and  from  Yale  College 
in  1890.  Three  years  later  lie  was  graduated 
from  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
in  New  York,  and  from  Bellevue  Hospital  in 
1S95.  He  is  now  a practitioner  of  Medicine 
in  New  York.  (2)  Katharine,  liorn  Septem- 
ber 17,  1888,  is  attending  the  home  school. 

EDWARD  EVERETT  DICKINSON. 
Among  the  successful  men  of  Middlesex 
county,  none  have  attained  a front  rank  so 
rapidly  as  (lie  subject  of  this  sketch,  who, 
while  yet  a young  man,  has  succeeded  in  plac- 
ing his  business  and  product  so  before  the  pub 


lie  as.  to’  have  gained  both  a national  and  an 
international  reputation. 

Thomlas  N1,  Dickinson,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  where 
his  father,  Samuel  L.,  was  a shoe  manufac- 
turer, his  birth  occurring  in  June,  1825.  Fin- 
ishing his  primary  education  in  the  district 
schools  he  took  a higher  course  in  the  Suffield 
Literary  Institute  and  spent  some  time  later 
in  teaching  school  in  East  Haddam,  locating 
in  Essex  about  1850.  About  the  time  of  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  in  company  with 
the  late  Jared  E.  Redfield  and  others,  he  en- 
gaged very  extensively  in  the  manufacture  of 
soldiers’  clothing,  owning  mills  in  Rockville, 
Chester  and  other  places.  At  the  close  of  the 
wfar,  Mr.  Dickinson  transferred  his  business 
in  the  manufacture  of  cloth  to  that  of  cotton 
wadding,  the  goods  being  branded  under  the 
name  of  Middlesex  Mills  Wadding,  in  which 
business  he  continued  for  many  years,  making 
of  it  a pronounced  success.  Later  Mr.  Dick- 
inson engaged  in  the  retail  clothing  business 
in  Essex,  his  store  being  located  on  the  site 
of  the  present  office  of  E.  E.  Dickinson  & Co., 
following  in  that  line  until  1875,  when  he  be- 
gan the  production  of  an  extract  of  witch  ha- 
zel, of  which  he  was  the  originator.  Preparing 
the  extract  in  bulk,  he  started  salesmen  on 
the  road  to  introduce  the  goods.  Whose  excel- 
lence soon  proved  their  best  advertiser.  A 
very  remarkable  success  followed  and  Mr. 
Dickinson  remained  in  the  business  until  1895, 
when  he  formed  a partnership  with  his  son, 
Edward  E.,  who  succeeded  to  the  manage- 
ment. Two  years  later  the  father  sold  his  in- 
terest to  his  son,  and  the  firm  became  E.  E. 
Dickinson  & Co.  Mr.  Dickinson  then  lived  re- 
tired until  his  death,  which  occurred  lul\  16, 
1900. 

During  his  early  life  Thomas  N.  Dickinson 
had  studied  for  the  Baptist  ministrv,  was 
ordained  and  preached  in  a number  of 
churches,  among  which  were  those  of  his  de- 
nomination in  Chester  and  Middletown,  and 
in  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  and  he  was  the 
supply  in  Essex  a number  of  times.  In  Brook- 
lyn  he  preached  at  the  I. eight  Street  Baptist 
Church,  and  refused  a call  there:  in  Middle- 
town  he  united  two  warring  factions  in 
the  South  Baptist  Church:  and  in  Essex  was 
an  active  and  liberal  supporter  of  its  Baptist 
! Church.  Although  a firm  Democrat,  he  onlv 
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took  a voting  interest  in  politics,  and  being  a 
self-made  man,  he  devoted  his  time  and  atten- 
tion to  his  business.  Socially  he  was  connected 
with  Mt.  Olive  Lodge,  No.  52,  F.  & A.  M., 
of  Essex,  where  he  was  much  esteemed.  He 
married  Harriett  Brown,  a native  of  Colches- 
ter, who  is  still  surviving.  The  children  born 
of  this  union  were:  Thomas  N.,  who  married 
Fanny  Mather,  resides  in  Essex,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  witch  hazel ; 
Edward  E. ; and  Ernest  L.,  who  died  in  young 
manhood  at  Saranac  Lake,  N.  Yi,  was  a stu- 
dent for  the  Episcopal  ministry. 

Edward  Everett  Dickinson  was  born  in  Es- 
sex, September  8,  1859,  receiving  his  primary 
education  in  the  common  schools,  later  becom- 
ing a student  at  the  famous  Hills  Academy,  one 
of  the  finest  private  schools  of  New  England. 
While  still  a very  young  man  he  began 
wlork  as  an  assistant  in  the  Saybrook  National 
Bank  of  Essex,  where  he  remained  for  two 
and  one-half  years,  leaving  the  bank  to  enter 
into  partnership  with  his  father.  I11  1895, 
when  his  father  retired  from  business,  our 
subject  assumed  sole  management,  and  in 
1897  purchased  his  father's  interests  in  the 
business,  and  is  now  the  sole  owner.  Upon  be- 
coming identified  with  the  business,  Mr.  Dick- 
inson introduced  modern  methods  and  ideas, 
and  under  his  management  the  product  has 
found  new  markets,  the  growth  being  remarka- 
ble, and  the  firm  now  being  the  leader  in  the 
production  of  witch  hazel  in  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Dickinson  owns  distilleries  in  various 
parts  of  Connecticut  where  his  product  is  pre- 
pared from  green  witch  hazel  twigs  and  alco- 
hol, the  stills  being  of  copper.  The  finished 
product  is  an  alcoholic  distillation,  the  spirit 
being  put  into  the  still  and  run  over  through 
the  brush.  The  new  office  building  of  the 
firm  is  one  of  the  finest  of  its  kind  in  the 
county.  As  a,  man  of  business  Mr.  Dickinson 
is  careful  and  capable,  while  understanding 
the  scientific  application  of  modern  methods, 
and  possesses  the  necessary  requisites  for  the 
proper  management  of  so  large  an  undertak- 
ing- 

Mr.  Dickinson  was  married  in  Westbrook 
to  Frances  L.  Dickinson,  a native  of  Hig- 
ganum,  and  a daughter  of  Capt.  George  L. 
and  Martha  L.  (Hayes)  Dickinson.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  this  union, — Ruth  E, 
and  Edward  Everett,  Jr.  The  family  resides 
in  an  elegant  home  in  Essex. 


A Democrat  in  his  political  belief,  like  his 
honored  father,  Mr.  Dickinson  seeks  no  office. 
He  is  an  active  member  and  supporter  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Outside  of  his  own  firm,  he 
is  prominently  identified  with  many  of  the 
public  interests  of  Essex,  being  a director  in 
the  Essex  Savings  Bank,  also  in  the  Saybrook 
Bank  of  Essex,  but  declined  the  presidency  of 
both  institutions,  the  demands  of  his  business 
making  life  strenuous  enough.  Fraternally  he 
is  a thirty-second  degree  Scottish  Rite  Mason, 
being  affiliated  with  Mt.  Olive  Lodge,  No. 
52,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Essex;  Burning  Bush 
Chapter;  Cyrene  Commandery,  of  Middle- 
town;  and  Sphinx  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  of 
Hartford. 

HON.  HENRY  M.  STANNARD.  In 
the  death  of  this  gentleman  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut lost  the  services  of  a man  of  con- 
spicuous ability,  boundless  energy  (hampered 
ever  by  a not  very  robust  constitution)  and  un- 
doubted patriotism.  During  more  than  fifty 
years  he  filled  out  a life  that  was  honorable 
and  successful,  and  died  lamented  by  the 
whole  of  Middlesex  county.  For  long  years 
his  ancestors  lived  in  Westbrook,  where  their 
ashes  now  rest,  and  there  is  kinship  between 
many  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  of  the 
families  now  residing  in  that  historic  town. 

Peter  Stannard,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Henry  M(.,  was  a,  farmer  in  Westbrook.  He 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  where  he 
contracted  smallpox,  and  died  from)  that  terri- 
ble scourge ; his  ashes  rest  in  Tiobey  H'ill,  in 
Westbrook.  Capt.  William  Stannard,  the 
grandfather,  was  a seafaring  man  in  early  life, 
and  also  engaged  in  the  building  of  vessels. 
Later  he  took  up  farming  and  resided  on  Main 
street,  in  Westbrook,  opposite  the  present  lo- 
cation of  the  “Westbrook  EPotel.”  Prominent 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
Mr.  Stannard  accumulated  wealth  and  was 
highly  considered  in  his  generation.  His  first 
wife  was  Miriam  Sherman,  his  second  Fanny 
Pratt,  who  survived  him,  and  the  children  of 
these  unions  were : Sally,  Mrs.  Morgan ; Pol- 
ly, Mrs.  Elliott ; Louise,  Mrs.  Rogers ; William 
Richard;  Harry  ; William  M.  who'  married  El- 
len Spencer;  and  James,  who  married  Jane 
Chapman.  All  are  now  deceased. 

Richard  Stannard,  the  father  of  Henry  M., 
was  born  September  21,  1794,  in  Westbrook. 
While  but  a boy  he  went  to  sea  on  vessels 
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owned  by  his  father,  principally  those  running' 
between  Hartford  and  New  York,  engaged  in 
the  coasting  trade,  and  when  cpiite  young  was 
made  the  captain  of  one  of  them.  For  many 
years  he  followed  this  occupation,  and  as  he 
was  known  to  he  a careful  and  successful  navi- 
gator and  pilot  along  shores  where  lighthouses 
were  not  then  thought  of,  he  was  much  sought 
after  and  became  successful  financially.  As 
his  father  was  a shipbuilder,  Richard  was  not 
only  able  to  command  boats  but  also'  to'  sell 
them.  He  retired  front  marine  life  early 
enough  to  enable  him  to  pass  many  safe  and 
quiet  years  upon  his  farm.  His  wife  was 
Nancy  Kelsey,  daughter  of  Gapt.  Ephraim 
Kelsey,  born  in  1796.  She  died  in  1892,  in  the 
possession  of  all  her  faculties.,  although  she 
neared  the  century  mark.  Henry  ML  was  the 
eldest  o-f  his  parents’  children,  the  others  be- 
ing: Lydia,  who  married  Harvey  Chalker, 

of  Old  Saybrook,  died  in  1884;  Louisa,  born 
in  1821,  resides  in  Westbrook;  Richard  died 
in  1848;  Nancy  M.,  horn  in  1826,  married 
Champion  D.  Wright,  and  died  in  1882;  Al- 
fred W.,  born  in  1829,  married  Jane  E.  Ly- 
man, of  Sayhrook,  moved  to  California,  and 
was  employed  at  the  navy  yard  at  Vallejo, 
where  he  died  in  1875;  Lucy  E.,  born  in  1831, 
died  in  1897;  Charles,  horn  in  1834,  died  in 
1846;  and  Samuel  13.,  horn  in  1837,  died  in 
1896. 

Henry  M.  Stannard  was  horn  July  8,  1817, 
in  Westbrook,  where  he  resided  until  he  was 
ten  years  old,  at  which  time  he  went  to  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  and  made  his  home  with  his 
uncle,  Giles  Buckingham.  At  that  time  an 
excellent  school  for  hoys  was  held  in  the  old 
Stone  Episcopal  Church  (which  building  is 
still  standing),  and  under  the  care  of  various 
scholarly  men  his  mind  was  directed,  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  strict  methods  of  the  time,  he 
was  well  instructed.  While  he  was  attending 
school  his  spare  time  and  vacations  were  em- 
ployed in  serving  in  the  general  store  then  con- 
ducted by  William  A.  Buckingham,  a cousin 
of  Inis  mother,  who  later  Ivecanie  governor  of 
tlie  State.  When  Mtr.  Stannard  had  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-one  lie  went  into  i«.rtner- 
ship  with  Mr.  Buckingham  in  the  dry-goods 
business  in  Norwich,  the  firm  of  Stannard  & 
Buckingham  being  still  remembered,  hut  un- 
fortunately just  at  that  time  came  on  a period 
of  business  depression,  and  the  partnership  w as 
dissolved.  Shortly  before  this  Mr.  Stannard 
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bad  an  attack  of  measles,  which  left  him  with 
a cough,  and  this  decided  his  removal  to  West- 
brook, in  the  hope  of  regaining  perfect  health. 
This  was  about  1843,  ancl  in  company  with  his 
brother-in-law.  Harvey  Chalker,  who  fur- 
nished the  finances,  he  erected  a building  lo- 
cated a short  distance  north  of  the  present  site 
of  the  post  office,  where  a general  store  was 
conducted  for  several  years  by  the  firm  of 
Stannard  & Chalker.  Later  Mr.  Chalker's 
health  failed  and  he  disposed  of  his  interest, 
and  Mir.  Stannard  removed  the  building  to 
where  it  now  stands,  continuing  in  merchan- 
dising- until  his  death.  He  occupied  the  resi- 
dence, purchased  about  the  same  time,  which 
is  now  occupied  by  his  widow.  She  does  not 
enjoy  robust  health,  the  loss  of  her  devoted 
husband  and  her  bright  boys  having  made  sad 
inroads  upon  her  constitution.  The  residence 
mentioned  is  somewhat  of  a landmark,  having 
been  erected  by  Rev.  Mr.  Selden.  a Congrega- 
tional minister,  and  occupied  by  him  during  his 
pastorate  of  twenty  years  in  Westbrook.  The 
business  conducted  in  the  general  store  by 
Mr.  Stannard  tvas  an  eminently  successful  one, 
his  trade  coming  from  as  far  west  as  New 
Haven,  many  old  residents  believing  that  Mr. 
Stannard  could  supply  their  wants  even  better 
than  the  city  merchants.  During  the  building 
of  the  Shore  Line  railroad  Mr.  Stannard 
furnished  supplies,  such  as  groceries,  shoes, 
clothing,  etc.,  to  the  hundreds  of  workmen 
while  they  were  employed  in  Westbrook,  and 
his  receipts  from-  that  source  \\Jere  over  thirty- 
thousand  dollars.  During  the  fluctuations  of 
prices  in  title  goods  he  handled  lie  did  an  im- 
mense business,  possessing  the  capacity  to 
properly  judge  the  probable  turn  of  affairs,  and 
thus  being  able  to  successfully  prepare  for 
the  rise  or  fall  of  the  markets,  where  his  busi- 
ness was  concerned.  Personally  Mr.  Stannard 
was  of  pleasing  appearance  and  manner.  11  is 
constitution  was  frail,  on  account  of  the  ill- 
ness above  mentioned,  the  cough  never  leaving 
him. 

MV.  Stannard  was  married  in  Norwich, 
Conn.,  in  1839,  to  Mary  T.  Mott,  who  was 
born  June  10,  1822,  in  Preston,  Conn.,  and 
was  taken  when  an  infant  to  Norwich,  She  is 
a daughter  of  John  and  Dorothea  (Avers) 
Mott,  and  a granddaughter  of  Gen.  Samuel 
Mott,  to  whose  memory  a monument  was 
erected  in  Norwich  in  November.  1898.  Her 
maternal  great-grandfather  was  Gen.  Tvler. 
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another  Revolutionary  hero.  Gen.  Samuel 
Mott  was  appointed  at  the  May  session  of  the 
Legislature,  in  1775,  engineer,  with  rank  of 
lieutenant  colonel,  with  orders  to  repair  to 
Ticonderoga:  and  Crown  Point.  He  served  in 
that  capacity  under  Gens.  Schuyler  and  Mont- 
gomery, and  as  topographical  engineer  made 
plans  of  Stony  Point  and  West  Point,  on  the 
Hudson  ; he  was  chief  engineer  at  the  siege  of 
St.  John’s,  in  Oictober,  1775.  The  next  year 
he  was  appointed  to  examine  the  works  at  New 
London  and  Groton,  and  was  colonel  of  Mott's 
Battalion  of  State  Troops.  Gen.  Washing- 
ton was  twice  his  guest  at  his  home  in  Preston. 
For  many  years  he  was  one  of  the  prominent 
public  men  of  Preston,  served  in  all  the  local 
offices,  and  in  the  Legislature  from  1781  con- 
tinuously until  1796.  His  residence  in  Pres- 
ton has  lately  been  torn  down,  hut  lie  lives  in 
the'  records  of  the  town. 

, Children  as  follows  were  born  to-  Mir.  and 
Mrs.  Stannard;  William  H.,  born  in  Sep- 
tember, 1841,  died  in  September,  1843;  bsa- 
bella  married  Charles  A.  Moore,  and  resides 
in  New  York;  Plenry,  born  in  April,  1846, 
died  in  September,  1848;  Harriet,  born  in  No- 
vember, 1849,  died  in  September,  1853; 
Henry,  boirn  in  May,  1853,  attended  Russell’s 
Military  School,  at  New  Haven  (he  acci- 
dentally shot  himself  while  handling  a pistol, 
on  May  11,  1870)  ; John  M.,  born  November 
12,  1856,  died  March  7,  1875;  and  Dorothea 
Eloise,  born  in  1859,  died  in  1880.  Mrs. 
Stannard  is  still  living  although  in  somewhat 
feeble  health1,  and  makes  her  home:  in  West- 
brook, a beloved  and  esteemed  woman. 

M!r.  Stannard  was  a stanch  Republican. 
Early  in  his  business  career  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  the  town,  but  he  finally  resigned 
the  office,  the  addition  to  the  pressure  of  pri- 
vate business  taxing  him  too  mluch.  For  over 
twenty-five  years  he  was  justice  of  the  peace, 
was  judge  of  probate  for  twenty  years-,  and  as 
early  as  i860  was  sent  to  the  Legislature  at 
New  Haven,  effectively  serving  on  the  Claims 
committee.  In,  1872  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate  from  the  Nineteenth  District,  by 
a large  majority,  and  it  was  while  serving  in 
that  capacity  that  he  made  many  of  the 
speeches  and  remarks  which  were  so  carefully 
preserved  by  the  devoted  and  admiring  son, 
whose  lamented  death  preceded  that  of  his-  fa- 
ther by  nine  months.  Mr.  Stannard  was  on 
the  committee  on  Humane  Institutions,  in- 


cluding Industrial  Schools,  the  State  Hospital 
and  the  School  for  Imbeciles,  at  Lakeside, 
Conn.,  and  no-  one  could  have  been  selected 
who  could  better  present  the  claims  of  these 
unfortunates,  his  sympathetic  and  generous 
nature  responding  to-  every  call.  From  1867 
to  1870  Mr.  Stannard  served  as  county  com- 
missioner, and  in  1874  he  was  urged  for  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  State,  but  his  poor  health 
prevented  him  from  making  any  effort  to  se- 
cure a nomination.  Although  a power  in  pub- 
lic life,  and  a friend  of  the  most  prominent 
men  of  the  State,  it  was  in  his  home  that  Sen- 
ator Stannard  was  at  his  best,  and  the 
tender  affection  between  him  and  his  chil- 
dren told  in  his  own  language,  is  affect- 
ing, giving  an  insight  into-  the  inner 
life  which  so  many  public  men  hide  from 
the  world.  He  suffered  many  afflic- 
tions by  death,  but  his  son  John  grew  into- 
intellectual  manhood,  displaying  an  affection 
and  pride  in  his  father  which  was  recipro- 
cated. Senator  Stannard  was  a methodical 
man,  and  John  inherited  this  attribute.  He  * 
prepared  a complete  record  of  his  father’s  life,  f 
taking  delight  in  the  task,  and,  as  Mr.  Stannard 
says  in  his  own  diary,  “many  a time,  when  , 
speaking  I had  the  thought  in  my  mlind,  ‘what  , 
will  Johnny  think  of  this?’  ” A decline  of  a 
year  preceded  his  death,  although  the  demise  j 
of  this  beloved  son  caused  such  intense  grief  1 
that  doubtless  it  hastened  the  end.  While 
serving  as  senator  at  Hartford  Mir.  Stannard 
had  premonitions  of  his  decease,  as  a partial 
stroke  of  paralysis  incapacitated  him  for  a 
time,  but  his  death  followed  an  attack  of 
apoplexy  on  January  21,  1876. 

While  a young  man  Senator  Stannard  f 
united  with  the  Congregational  Church,  now  I 
the  Broadway  Church,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  as 
did  his  wife,  and  he  was  a constant  attendant,  ; 
taking  part  also1  for  many  years  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  Sunday-school.  As  an  adviser 
and  counsellor  he  was  often  sought,  and  the 
records  of  the  State  tell  of  his  earnest  and  un- 
selfish efforts  toi  better  the  condition  of  those 
unfortunates  called  the  wards  of  the  State. 

Few  better  men  have  been  produced  and 
passed  away  in  Middlesex  county  than  our  hon- 
ored subject,  Henry  M.  Stannard. 

■ 

EDGAR  S.  FREEMAN,  a substantial  i 
farmer  residing  near  the  Haddam  line,  in  the 
Haddarn  Road  District  of  the  town  of  Middle- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


595 


town,  Middlesex  county,  was  born  July  I, 
1844,  in  a house  just  east  of  the  one  in  which 
he  now  resides,  son  of  Luther  A.  and  Enreline 
(Hulbbard)  Freeman,  and  grandson  of  Luther 
Freeman,  who  was  born  near  Amherst,  Mass., 
but  was  an  early  settler  of  Haddam,  Con- 
necticut. 

Luthier  Freeman  was  but  a young  man 
when  he  came  from  his  native  State  to  Middle- 
sex county,  Conn.,  and  for  a short  time  he 
lived  in  Essex  town.  He  next  came  to  Had- 
dam town  and  located  at  Higganum,  on  a 
tract  of  rented  land,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  brick  on  a small  scale.  With- 
in a few  years  he  purchased  the  tract,  which 
is  now  a part  of  the  farm1  of  John  Henry  Free- 
man, but  soon  gave  up  brickmaking  and  pur- 
chased the  farm  at  Higganum,  which  was  aft- 
erward occupied  by  the  late  Curtis  Freeman. 
He  was  actively  engaged  in  farming  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  Mr.  Freeman  married 
Htester  Bushnell,  of  Essex,  who'  died  July  2, 
1858,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  the  mother 
of  seven  children,  viz. : Arza  was  a brick  man- 
ufacturer in  Higganum,  and  later  followed  the 
sea,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years ; 
he  married  Florida  Bonfoey.  Lyman,  who  also 
followed  the  sea  in  early  life,  for  a short  time 
lived  in  Middletown,  then  moved  to  Higga- 
num; he  was  married  to  Asenath  Tryon.  Par- 
melia  married  Arnold  Comstock,  a farmer  and 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  well-known  estab- 
lishment of  The  Comstock,  Cheney  & Co.,  at 
Essex,  Conn.  Orrin,  who  never  married,  was 
a farmer  in  Higganum,  a successful  lumber 
dealer,  and  a prominent  office  holder  in  Had- 
dam, having  been  a judge  of  probate  for  many 
years.  Luther  A.  is  mentioned  below.  Esther 
married  Davis  Smith,  a farmer  in  Haddam. 
Rfehecca  died  unmarried. 

Luther  A.  Freeman,  father  of  Edgar  S. 
Freeman,  was  born  Mlay  17,  1816,  in  lligga- 
num,  was  educated  in  the  district  school,  and 
assisted  on  the  home  farm  until  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority.  Then,  in  company  with 
his  brother  Orrin,  he  entered  the  lumber  and 
sawmilling  business,  under  the  firm  style  of 
O.  & L.  A.  Freeman,  operating  what  was  then 
the  largest  mill  in  Middlesex  county.  They 
turned  out  a great  deal  of  heavy  ship  timber 
and  did  a very  successful  business  until  1862, 
when  they  sold  out  to  Cook  & Brainerd.  who 
converted  the  plant  into  a feldspar  mill;  they 
in  turn  sold  it  to  Hezekiah  Scovil,  who  still 


owns  it.  Luther  A.  Freeman,  on  relinquishing 
milling,  removed  to  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides,  and  which  belonged  to  Jabez  Hubbard, 
his  father-in-law,  and  he  has  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  general  farming  up  to  the  present 
time.  He  is  now  over  eighty-six  years  of  age, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  a slight  impairment 
of  his  hearing,  is  well  preserved  and  quite  ac- 
tive. On  May  17,  1842,  he  married  Emeline 
Hubbard,  born  February  22,  1820,  daughter  of 
Jabez  and  Maria  (Thayer)  Hubbard,  and  died 
September  13,  1899;  her  remains  were  interred 
in  Farm  Hill  cemetery.  She  bore  her  husband 
only  cne  child,  Edgar  S.  Jabez  Hubbard  was 
a well-to-do  and  highly  respected  farmer,  and 
passed  all  his  life  on  the  place  now  owned  by 
his  grandson.  Edgar  S.  Freeman.  He  was 
killed  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years  by  an 
ox-cart  running  over  him,  near  the  old  toll- 
gate  on  the  Haddam  road. 

Edgar  S.  Freeman  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  district  school,  and  this  was 
supplemented  by  three  years’  study  at  Daniel 
H.  Chase’s  academy  in  Middletown.  On  his 
return  home  he  assisted  his  m'aternal  grand- 
father, Jabez  LIubbard,  in  farm  work,  until 
the  death  of  the  latter.  Mr.  Freeman  then 
took  charge  of  the  farm  and  now  owns  it.  He 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  agriculturists 
and  general  farmers  in  the  district,  his  crops 
being  always  bountiful  and  his  buildings  al- 
ways kept  in  the  best  repair.  His  dwelling  he 
had  erected  in  1870  under  his  personal  super- 
vision. The  joint  possessions  of  Edgar  S.  and 
his  father  now  comprise  300  acres,  of  which 
sixty  acres  are  under  cultivation. 

O11  November  18,  1868,  Edgar  S.  Freeman 
married  Mary  E.  Roberts,  who  was  born  in 
Middletown,  May  3,  1850,  daughter  of  Alvin 
and  Charlotte  (Arnold)  Roberts,  and  to  this 
union  has  come  one  child,  Robert  1 1.  Alvin 
Roberts,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Freeman,  was 
born  August  28,  1813,  at  South  Farms,  son 
of  Henchman  and  Mary  (Johnson)  Rloberts. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  joiner  under  his  fu- 
ture father-in-law,  James  Arnold,  aiul  in  1843 
p ,rried  the  latter’s  daughter,  Charlotte,  who 
''  as  born  June  26,  1813,  and  died  January  18, 
1884.  Alvin  Roberts  continued  to  follow  bis 
trade  until  two  weeks  prior  to  bis  death,  which 
took  place  July  18,  1885.  the  result  of  his  be- 
ing thrown  from  his  wagon  against  a curb- 
stone. He  was  a Democrat  in  politics  and 
had  held  a number  of  town  offices.  The  chil- 
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dren  of  Alvin  Roberts  and  his  wife  were  three 
in  number,  viz.:  Jared  S.,  born  January  31, 
1845,  is  a carpenter,  and  is  unmarried;  Mary 
E.  is  the  wife  of  Edgar  S.  Freeman.  Charles 
W.,  born  November  5,  1852,  is  now'  farming 
at  South  Farms;  he  was  married  October  13, 
1873,  to  Sadie  B.  Coe,  and  had  one  son,  Clay- 
ton C.,  born  July  14,  1877. 

In  politics  Mr.  Freeman  is  a Republican, 
but  he  has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  al- 
though, as  a matter  of  public  duty,  he  has 
served  as  a member  of  the  board  of  relief. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Higganum  Congrega- 
tional Church  has  always  lived  up  to  the 
teachings  of  his  faith,  and  is  a trustee  of  the 
society,  toward  whose  support  he  has  ever  been 
liberal  in  his  contributions. 

Robert  H.  Freeman,  the  only  child  of 
Edgar  S.  and  Mary  E.  (Roberts)  Freeman, 
was  born  September  4,  1871,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  school  and  at  Mystic  Val- 
ley Institute,  under  John  lv.  Bulkley,  at  Mys- 
tic, New  London  Co.,  Conn.  He  assisted 
his  father  on  the  farm,  and  is  classed  among 
the  most  intelligent  agriculturists  of  the  town 
of  Middletown.  He  is  secretary1  of  the  Hig- 
ganum  Grange,  and  has  served  as  its  master. 
Mr.  Freeman  is  a member  of  the  Higginum 
Congregational  Church,  and  for  five  years  end- 
ing January,  1902,  was  superintendent  of  its 
Sunday-school.  On  April  19,  1900,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Lovisa  L.  Clark,  daughter  of  Orville 
Clark,  a farmer  in  Higganum. 

ABNER  HALL  was  born  April  8,  1801, 
in  Chatham  (now  East  Hampton),  Middlesex 
county,  a son  of  Abner  Hall,  Sr.,  a farmer  liv- 
ing near  Cobalt,  Middlesex  county,  and  fol- 
lowed in  his  father’s  footsteps  by  engaging  in 
farm  work.  He  worked  out  in  his  younger 
days,  beginning  as  a poor  boy,  but  by  working 
hard  and  saving  his  money  he  was  able  to  buy 
a farm,  where  he  afterward  lived,  and  where 
he  died  April  17,  1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years. 

Mr.  Hall  married  Eliza  Butler,  who  was 
born  in  Lenox,  Mass.,  October  11,  1801,  and 
died  June  23,  1874.  . Their  children  were: 
Martha,  who  married  Henry  Rogers,  and  died 
in  October,  1899,  at  South  Manchester,  Conn.; 
Eliza;  Ann,  who  is  the  widow  of  Horace  A. 
Buck,  and  lives  in  Worcester,  Mass. ; Abner, 
who  died  at  Middlefield  ; Betsy  C.,  who*  married 
Charles  Hastings,  and  died  in  Rocky  Hill, 


Conn.;  Charles,  who  lives  in  Portland;  Will- 
iam, who  was  drowned  at  the  age  of  four 
years  ; Frederick  Augustus  ; Jane,  who-  died  un- 
married ; Mary  Ellen,  wife  of  Nelson  Corn- 
wall, of  Portland ; Harriet  and  Emma,  both 
unmarried ; and  Adelaide,  who;  died  in  infancy. 

Abner  Ball  was  a Democrat,  taking  a deep 
interest  in  politics,  and  was  in  every  way  a 
good  citizen.  He  belonged  to  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  Modest  and  unassuming  in 
manner,  industrious  by  nature,  he  was  highly 
esteemed.  His  children  won  a good  standing 
in  life,  and  have  exhibited  more  than  usual 
strength  of  character.  From  his  own  earnings 
Mr.  Hall  secured  a comfortable  farm,  which 
has  recently  been  increased  by  his  daughter 
Harriet,  whoi  is  a lady  of  remarkable  business 
ability. 

P'rf.derick  Augustus  Hall,  in  his  life- 
time a well-known  farmer  of  Portland,  was 
born  in  that  town  June  26,  1833,  son  of  Abner 
and  Eliza  (Butler)  Hall.  He  attended  first 
the  brick  school  in  the  north  part  of  Portland, 
where  he  had  Franklin  Payne  for  one  of  his 
earlier  teachers,  and  later  was  enrolled  as  a 
pupil  in  a school  in  Buck  Town.  Always  a 
hard  worker,  he  was  reared  a farmer  boy,  and 
stayed  at  home,  working  with  his  father.  At 
times  he  had  private  enterprises,  such  as  get- 
ting out  timber,  etc.,  but  he  remained  steadily 
with  his  parents.  Having  made  quite  a little 
money,  in  one  way  or  another,  lie,  in  1885, 
bought  the  Goodrich  farm,  in  Portland,  and 
there  lie  lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
December  14,  1900.  He  went  after  fuel  to  the 
hills,  where  he  died  alone,  and  his  body  was 
found  next  day.  In  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat, but  quite  content  ever  to'  permit  others  to 
reap  the  rewards  of  public  office. 

L’  H O M'MED 1 1 E U . This  family  is,  as 

the  name  indicates,  of  French  extraction.  The 
following  is  from  “Baird’s  Huguenot  Emigra- 
tion to  America,’’  Vol.  I,  pp.  293-294:  “Sev- 
eral members  of  the  Huguenot  family  fled 
from  Ida  Rochelle,  France,  after  the  Revoca- 
tion. Pierre  and  Osee  (or  Hosea)  were  sons 
of  Pierre  L’Hommedieu  and  Marthe  Peron, 
his  wife.  Marthe  accompanied  her  children 
to  England  and  came  to'  America  with  Pierre, 
who  settled  in  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 
Hosea  L’Hommedieu  fled  from  La  Rochelle 
several  months  previous  to  the  flight  of  his 
brother  Pierre  and  mother  Marthe.’’  He  was 
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doubtless  accompanied  by  Benjamin  and  Jean 
(John)  L’Hommedieu,  who  may  have  been 
his  brothers.  The  interesting  tradition  among 
the  descendants  o<f  Benjamin  agrees  perfectly 
with  these  facts. 

Benjamin  and  John  L'H'otnmedieu  wjere 
born  at  La  Rochelle.  They  left  France  togeth- 
er. Their  mother  accompanied  them  to  the 
shore  and  as  a parting  gift  confided  to  one  a 
Bible,  and  to  the  other  a silver  watch.  They 
first  went  to  Holland,  and  then  came  to  Ameri- 
ca. The  watch  was  lately  in  the  possession  of 
Prof.  Eben  Norton  Horsford,  deceased,  of 
Harvard  University.  Both  Benjamin  and 
John  were  naturalized  in  New  York  City,  Sep- 
| temjber  27,  1687.  Some  months  before  he  set- 
tled at  Southold,  L.  I.,  Benjamin  obtained  let- 
ters of  denization  allowing  him  to  trade. 

Benjamin  L’Hommedieu  (probably  a son 
of  Pierre  and  Marthe  (Peron)  L’Hommedieu) 
was  born  at  La  Rochelle  in  1656,  and  married 
Patience  Sylvester,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Syl- 
vester, of  Shelter  Island.  Benjamin  died  Jan- 
uary 17,  1748,  aged  ninety-two  years,  and  his 
wife,  Patience,  passed  away  November  2, 
1719.  The  following  is  the  record  of  their 
children:  (1)  Benjamin,  born  December  3, 

1694,  married  first  in  1717  Mary  Conklin, 
daughter  of  John  Conklin,  and  she  died  June 
19,  1 730,  the  mother  of  the  following  children  : 
Benjamin,  born  November  21,  1717,  died  in 
November,  1738;  Sarah,  born  in  April,  1719, 
married  in  January,  1753,  Perryer  Reeve;  and 
Elizabeth,  born  May  20,  1725,  married  Sam- 
uel Borne  (or  Bourne).  For  bis  second  wife 
Benjamin  married  on  July  1,  1731,  Martha 
Bourne,  of  Sandwich,  Long  Island.  This  mar- 
riage was  blessed  with  one  son,  Ezra  (born 
August  30,  1734,  died  September  28,  1811,  at 
Southold,  L.  I.),  w|ho  graduated  from  Yale  in 
1754,  and  who  filled  various  prominent  posi- 
tions, having  been  a delegate  from  New  York 
to  the  Continental  Congress  from  1779  to 
1783,  and  again  from1  1787  to  1788;  he  as- 
sisted in  forming  the  first  State  Constitution; 
Was  a mjember  of  the  N ew  York  Assembly 
from  1777  to  1809,  except  the  year  1793; 
and  was  once  a member  of  the  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment. Ezra  married  first  Charity  Floyd; 
his  second  wife,  Mary  C.  Havens,  was  a 
daughter  of  Nichol  and  Sarah  ( Fosdick)  Ha- 
vens, the  latter  a daughter  of  Deacon  Thomas 
Fosdick,  of  New  London,  Conn.  (2)  Hosca. 
born  in  April,  1697,  married  in  1718,  Freelove 


Howell,  and  had  children  as  follows : Con- 
stant, born  November  22,  1720,  who  died 

March  29,  1725;  Patience,  born  December  13, 
1721;  Hosea,  born  May  20,  1723;  and  one 
born  July  8,  1725,  w'ho  died  unnamed.  (3) 
Peter,  born  August  19,  1699,  married  in  1723, 
Sarah  Corwin,  by  whom  he  had  a son,  Con- 
stant. (4)  Griscell,  born  April  20,  1701, 
married  Samuel  Hudson,  son  of  Jonathan 
Hudson,  and  had  the  folowing  children : Sam- 
uel, born  in  1727,  died  October  7,  1737;  Na- 
thaniel, born  in  1729,  died  May  26,  1735;  and 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1734,  died  in  :738-  (5) 

Sylvester,  born  January  7,  1703,  married  in 
1737,  Elizabeth  Booth,  by  whom  he  had  the 
following  children:  Samuel,  of  Sag  Harbor; 

Grover,  born  August  3,  1741,  died  June  17, 
1821,  married  first  Esther  Vale,  and  had 
thirteen  children,  namely  : Elizabeth  (born  Jan- 
uary 9,  1764-65),  Giles  (April  28,  1766), 
Mary  (May  4,  1768),  Susanna  (March 

13,  1770),  Ezra  (March  12  1772), 

Sarah  (January  12,  1774),  infant  (Sep- 
tember 2,  1776),  Esther  (September 

26,  1778),  Joseph  (September  30,  1780), 

Lucretia  (December  17,  1781),  William 

; (November  17,  1783),  Abby  (1785)  and 
Joshua  (M'ay  31,  1787,  became  first  president 
of  the  Deep  River  National  Bank)  : by  his 
second  wife,  Elizabeth  Tracy,  Grover  L’Hom- 
medieu had  six  children,  William  (born  Oc- 
tober 6,  1793),  Stephen  (March  16,  1796), 
Benjamin  (March  (),  1798),  Maria  (May  17, 
1800),  Fanny  (September  24.  1802),  and 

Nancy  ( September  30,  1807.)  (6)  Susan,  born 
December  14,  1704,  married  Jonathan  Tilth  ill, 
and  had  two  children:  Jonathan,  born  in 

1724,  who  died  in  1726.  and  a daughter  whose 
j name  is  not  given.  (7)  John  was  the  young- 
est of  the  family. 

John  L’Hommedieu,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
j Patience,  was  bojm  January  11.  1707.  On 
February  22,  1727,  lie  married  Marv  Hudson, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Hudson.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  John,  Benjamin,.  Henrv  and 

j Mary. 

Henry  L'Hommedieu,  son  of  John,  was 
born  in  1741.  On  September  8.  1762,  he  mar- 
rid  Jemima  Spencer,  daughter  of  Caleb  and 
Hannah  Spencer,  of  Westbrook.  They  located 
in  the  Horse  Hill  District,  town  of  W estbrook, 
and  there  he  died  June  8,  1701.  aged  fifty 
years.  His  wife  died  May  2f>.  1807.  Their 
children  were:  W illiam,  horn  June  1 8.  1763; 
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Henry,  born  January  12,  1765;  John,  born 
177M  Jerusha;  Enoch  and  Jemima  (twins); 
and  Spencer,  w;ho  was  lost  at  sea. 

John  LTIommedieu,  son  of  Henry  and  Je- 
mima, was  married  in  1802  to  Sarah  Towner, 
daughter  of  Abraham  Towner,  of  Westbrook. 
Two  children  blessed  this  union : Charles, 

mentioned  below;  and  Sarah  Ml,  born  March 
20,  1805,  who  married  William  Wilcox,  of 
Madison,  Conn.,  and  had  a daughter,  Sarah, 
who  located  in  the_West.  John  L’Hommedieu, 
like  his  ancestors  before  him,  was  a cooper  by 
trade,  and  plied  his  vocation  as  well  as  operat- 
ing a farm,  in  what  is  now  the  Horse  Hill 
District,  town  of  Westbrook.  There  he  lived 
and  died,  upon  the  farm  which  Henry  L’Hom- 
mpdieu  purchased  when  he  migrated  from 
Long  Island. 

Charles  L’Hommedieu,  the  father  of  Fred- 
erick, was  born  December  2,  1803,  in  the  Horse 
Hill  District,  where  he  grew  to  manhood, 
attending  the  common  schools.  By  close  ap- 
plication to'  his  books  he  acquired  sufficient 
knowledge  to  become  a teacher,  and  followed 
that  calling  a number  of  years  in  his  native 
town.  Later  he  engaged  in  farming  quite  ex- 
tensively, and  had  large  fishing  interests  near 
Grove  Beach.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat, 
as  were  all  his  sons  except  Frederick.  On 
September  '8,  1823,  Charles  L’Hommedieu 
married  M'artha  Kelsey,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 8,  1805,  a daughter  of  Joel  and  Sub- 
mit (Porter)  Kelsey,  of  Killingworth,  and 
who  died  Septemjber  28,  1855.  To  them  were 
bom:  (1)  Emaline  Amanda,  born  April  16, 

1825,  died  May  5,  1844.  (2)  Nelson,  born 

November  25,  1828,  died  March  12,  1884.  On 
December  8,  1852,  he  miarried  Caroline  J.  Ful- 
ler, of  Rochester,  NL  Y.,  and  had  children; 
Ella  E.,  Caroline  A.  and  Charles  F.  (3) 
Cynthia  Mlaria,  who  resided  in  Boston,  mar- 
ried first  Benjamin  D1.  Kelsey,  and  had  two 
children,  Albro  L.  and  Ellen  E. ; she  married 
for  her  second  husband  Daniel  B.  H'arvey,  and 
had  one  child,  Charles  N.  (4)  Martha,  born 
March  17,  1831,  married  James  A.  Spencer, 
of  Clinton,  and  had  tlire  children,  Sarah  E., 
James  A.  and  Jennie.  (5)  John  Henry,  born 
April  2,  1833,  married  February  14,  1857, 
Milieent  Hoff,  of  Union  Springs,  N.  Y.,  and 
had  two  children — Martha  Marietta,  born  Jan- 
uary 30,  1858;  and  Susan  At,  born  November 
19,  1863.  (6)  Sarah  J.,  born  December  16, 

1835,  hied  February  .22,  1858,  unmarried. 


(7)  Charles  Austen,  born  January  9,  1843, 
died  on  December  19,  1846.  (8)  Frederick. 

The  father  died  January  23,  1855,  deeply 
mourned  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Frederick  L’Hommedieu,  born  January  30, 
1845,  at  Clinton,  Conn.,  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  town,  and  attended  school  in  the 
neighborhood  and  at  Clinton  Academy.  After 
finishing  his  scholastic  course,  Mr.  L’Homme- 
dieu began  teaching,  and  for  nine  winters  pur- 
sued this  vocation  in  Clinton,  Madison,  Kill- 
ingworth and  Westbrook.  In  1872,  Mr. 
L’Hommedieu  removed  to  Winthrop,  opened 
a country  store,  and  operated  it  for  eighteen 
months,  when,  on  October  1,  1874,  he  located  I 
in  Deep  River,  and  with  his  brother-in-law  J 
purchased  a general  store  which  Was  conducted  l 
under  the  firm  name  of  Parks  & L’Hommedieu.  I 
At  the  end  of  a year  Mr.  Parks  removed  to 
Clinton,  and  our  subject  became  the  sole  pro-  { 
prietor,  thus  continuing  until  1880,  when  Ezra  ■ 
J.  B.  Southwiorth  became  his  partner.  In  j 
1884  another  change  was  made,  Mr.  South-  ‘ 
worth  retiring  and  Mr.  L’Hommedieu  again 
becoming  the  only  member  of  the  firm.  In  1 
June,  T899,  Mr.  L’Hommedieu  took  Edward  f 
E.  Comstock  into  partnership,  and  the.  firm 
has  now  one  of  the  finest  stores  in  Deep  River,  ; 
employing  three  clerks,  and  keeping  twp  gro-  ; 
eery  wagons  constantly  busy  delivering  their  j 
numerous  orders.  Mr.  L’Hommedieu  is  also  i 
a trustee  of  the  Deep  River  Savings  Bank.  i 

On  September  14,  1865,  Mr.  L’Hommedieu  j 
was  married  to>  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Edwin  j 
and  Mary  (Merrill)  Parks,  and  three  children 
wiere  born  to1  them : John  Henry,  born  July  1 

25,  1866,  died  April  24,  1891 ; Clarence  F., 
born  October  27,  1868,  died  March  20,  1891 ; 
Mary  E.,  born  February  8,  1878,  is  the  assist- 
ant  postmaster  at  Deep  River,  Conn.  Mrs.  j 
L’Hommedieu1.  died  March  12,  1882.  For  his 
second  wife  Mr.  L’Hommedieu  married,  on  ; 
January  17,  1884,  Julia,  E.,  daughter  of  David 
S.  and  Elizabeth  (Hall)  Norton.  She  died  j 
March  27,  1899,  leaving  four  children  : Flor- 
ence Norton,  born  December  30,  1885;  Frank  , 
Eldridge,  born  February  19,  1888;  Martha 
Elizabeth,  born  August  8,  1889  (died  October 
18,  1890)  ; and  Charles  Frederick,  born  July 
24,  1891.  In  politics  Mr.  L’Hommiedieu  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Ulysses  Grant.  When  he  had  just  reached  bis 
majority  he  served  on  the  board  of  education  i 
in  Clinton,  and  during  his  term  of  service  the 
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Morgan  school  Was>  built.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  Deqa  River  Mr.  L’Hommedieu  has 
held  numerous  local  offices,  including  that  of 
town  clerk  since  1883,  and  he  is  a member  of 
the  board  of  education.  In  1902  he  was  a 
delegate  from  Saybrook  to  the  Constitutional 
Convention.  Religiously  he  is  a m'ember  of 
the  Congregational  Society,  and  fraternally  he 
is  a member  of  Trinity  Lodge,  No.  43,  F.  & 
A.  M1.,  of  Deep  River  ; Burning  Bush  Chap- 
ter, of  Essex,  Conn. ; and  Webb  Lodge,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  Deep  River,  and  he  is  as  popular  in 
these  organizations  as  he  is  prominent  in  busi- 
ness life  and  influential  in  political  circles. 

CHARLES  NELSON  BURNHAM  is 
one  of  Middlefield’s  best  known  and  most  suc- 
cessful merchants,  his  store  being  located  in 
Baileyville.  His  grandfather  was  Nathan 
Burnham,  a farmer,  who>  passed  his  life  in 
East  Haddam  fromi  the  cradle  to1  the  grave. 
He  was  the  father  of  but  one  child,  Israel, 
who  wfas  also  born  in  the  same  town,  on  Sep- 
tember 28,  1814. 

Israel  Burnham  enjoyed  fairly  good  educa- 
tional advantages,  for  the  time  and  locality  in 
which  he  lived.  After  attendance  upon  the 
district  schools  he  became  the  pupil  of  the  Rev. 
Mir.  Vail,  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  his  native  town,  of  whose  family 
he  wias  for  a time  an  inmate.  Reared  a farme 
er’s  boy,  his  tastes  where  wholly  bucolic,  and 
his  life  w'as  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  was  an  outspoken  opponent  of  slavery,  and 
a stanch  Republican,  and  for  many  years  held 
the  office  of  school  visitor.  As  a citizen  Mr. 
Burnham  was  universally  respected.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  A.  Chester,  who,  like  himself,  first 
saw  the  light  in  East  Haddami.  Her  father, 
Eldekin  Chester,  was  a joiner  by  trade,  the 
owner  of  a shop,  and  successful  in  his  voca- 
tion. M'r.  and  Mrs.  Israel  Burnham  were  the 
parents  of  a large  family:  (1)  Elizabeth  A., 

the  oldest,  has  been  twice  married.  Her 
first  husband  was  Oliver  Way,  by  whom  she 
had  one  son,  Revile,  who  lived  for  some 
time  in  Tennessee,  where  lie  conducted  busi- 
ness as  a manufacturer,  and  now  resides  in  East 
“Haddam.  Mrs.  Way  married  for  her  second 
husband  James  R.  Beck,  a mechanic,  living  in 
Upton,  Mass.,  and  they  had  three  children, 
James,  Bessie,  and  Archibald.  (2)  Henry  C. 
made  his  home  in  Lyme,  Conn,  lie  died 
March  14,  1902.  He  married  Fannie  Phelps, 


and  they  had  two  children,  Frances  and  Harry 
C.,  the  former  of  whom  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
Phelps,  of  Clinton,  Conn.  (3)  Mary  Emma 
became  the  wife  of  Frank  La  Place,  a mechan- 
ic and  builder,  living  at  Essex,  and  they  have 
one  child.  (4)  Edwin  C.  has  also  been  twice 
mlarried.  His  first  wife,  Sarah  Howell,  bore 
him  two  children,  Dwight  and  Maud ; and  aft- 
er her  death  he  wedded  Belle  Travis,  by  whom 
he  became  the  father  of  one  daughter,  Laura 
Belle.  For  many  years  Mr.  Burnham  has 
been  connected  with  the  police  force  of  New 
Haven.  (5)  Rose  E.  married  Andrew  C. 
Phelps,  and  lives  at  Upton,  Mass.  Their  four 
children  are  n anted  Mary,  Henry,  Charles  and 
Dewey.  (6)  Charles  Nelson  is  mentioned  be- 
low. (7)  Mary  Al  Burnham  married  Will- 
iam N.  Robbins,  who  died  in  1900;  he  was  for 
a time  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cordage, 
in  the  towh  of  Essex;  she  is  now  the  wife  of 
Lieut.  Walter  G.  Penfield,  and  lives  in  New 
Haven.  (8)  Aurilla,  the  next  daughter,  was 
married  to  Samuel  Arnold,  at  present  a con- 
tractor and  builder  in  Chester,  Conn.,  by 
whom  she  had  three  children.  (9)  Lucy  Ann 
is  the  wife  of  Everett  Babson,  and  lives  in 
New  Haven.  (10)  Isabel,  the  youngest 
daughter,  was  married  in  1896  to  Jesse  Rog- 
ers, of  Evans  Mills,  N.  Y.,  who  graduated 
from  Cornell  University  only  a few  months 
before  his  marriage,  and  was  a successful 
draughtsman.  Their  home  was  at  Evans  Mills, 
until  the  death  of  the  husband,  which  occurred 
in  1897.  They  had  one  child.  Mrs.  Rogers 
lived  'in  New  Haven,  and  died  in  October, 
1900. 

Charles  N.  Burnham  was  born  in  the 
southern  part  of  East  Haddam,  April  13,  1857. 
He  attended  the  common  schools,  as  well  as  a 
private  school  taught  by  Miss  Ella  Howell, 
and  lived  upon  his  father’s  farm  until  after  he 
had  reached  his  majority,  when  lie  went  to 
Iladlyme,  Conn.,  to  enter  the  general  store  of 
his  brother  as  clerk.  Later  lie  secured  a half  in- 
terest in  the  business,  which  was  conducted  un- 
der the  firm|  name  of  II.  C.  Burnham  & Co., 
until,  in  1884,  Charles  X.  disposed  of  his  in- 
terest therein  to  his  brother,  and  moved  to 
Baileyville,  in  the  town  of  Middlcfield.  1 here 
he  bought  the  general  store  of  Henry'  S.  Coe, 
which  he  has  greatlv  enlarged,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  which  lie  conducted  a meat  market 
for  several  years,  discontinuing  the  latter 
' branch  in  1900.  He  has  an  extensive  and 
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profitable  trade  in  both  Middlefield  and  West- 
field. 

Mr.  Burnham  is  one  of  the  town’s  most 
popular  and  influential  citizens,  no  man  being 
held  in  higher  esteem  by  the  community  at 
large  than  he.  Strong  in  counsel,  public  spir- 
ited and  conscientious  in  all  matters,  he  is  also 
genial,  generous  and  whole-souled.  Appre- 
ciating his  mental  and  moral  worth,  his  fellow- 
towinsmen  have  repeatedly  elected  him  to  of- 
fices of  high  honor  and  grave  responsibility. 
He  has  been  tax  collector  and  is  now  school 
visitor,  and  has  been  chairman  of  the  school 
board  for  seven  years.  For  four  years  he 
acted  as  selectman,  during  three  years 
holding  the  post  of  first  selectman.  He  has 
also  been  Middlefield’s  representative  in  the 
Legislature,  and  in  1899  served  on  the  com- 
mittee on  Humane  Institutions,  in  that  body. 
Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  Pythagoras 
Lodge,  No.  45.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Hamburg; 
Washington  Chapter,  R.  A.  M1. ; and  Cyrene 
Commiandery  No.  8,  K.  T.,  of  Middletown. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  which  both  he  and  his  wife 
are  devout  members,  and  he  has  servedmipon 
the  church  committee  for  several  years. 

Mrs.  Burnham!,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Harriet  B.  Gates,  was  born  at  Lyme,  and 
was  married  in  Hadlvme.  Her  father,  E.  W. 
Gates,  Was  at  one  time  a merchant,  and  after- 
ward a farmer,  in  the  town  of  Lyme.  Three 
sons  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burn- 
ham : Harold,  Lawrence  G.,  and  Charles  Nel- 
son, Jr.,  all  of  whom  are  at  horde  with  their 
parents. 

RICHARD  E.  and  JOSEPH  W.  HUN- 
GERFORD are  representatives  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  highly  honored  families  of 
East  Haddam,  Middlesex  county. 

II)  Thomas  Hungerford,  the  first  of  this 
family  in  America,  came  from  England,  prob- 
ably as  a mariner,  and  lived  in  Hartford  in 
1639.  He  went  with  eleven  others  to  New 
London,  when  John  Winthrop  was  laying  out 
that  town.  The  name  of  his  first  wife  is  not 
known.  They  had  two  children : Thomas, 

born  about  1648,  and  Sarah,  born  in  1654.  In 
1659  be  married  his  second  wife,  Hannah 
Willey,  and  she  had  one  daughter,  named 
Hannah.  Thomas  Hungerford  died  at  New 
London  in  1663,  in  middle  life,  leaving  three 
children,  Thomas,  Sarah  and  Hannah. 


(II)  Thomas  Hungerford  (2)  was  born  in 
Hartford  in  1648,  and  went  with  his  parents 
to  New  London.  In  1671  he  married  Mary 
Grey,  of  Narragansett.  He  sold  his  land  in 
New  London  in  1687,  and  moved  tot  Haddam, 
the  Haddam  records  showing  him  to  have 
been  there  May  21,  1688.  He  lived  in  Had- 
lyme.  He  was  a blacksmith,  and  furnished  the 
hand-wrought  nails  for  building  the  parson- 
age in  Old  Haddam,  receiving  twenty  acres  of 
land  therefor.  He1  was  chosen  first  selectman 
of  East  Haddam  at  the  time  of  its  organiza- 
tion, in  1713.  He  died  in  1713-14,  leaving 
four  sons,  Thomas,  John,  Greene  and  Ben- 
jamin, and  daughters  Elizabeth,  Susannah, 
Sarah,  Mary  and  Easter. 

(III)  John  Hungerford  was  born  near 

New  London  about  1672,  and  went  with  his 
parents  to  Hadlyme.  He  inherited  the  whole 
homestead  and  eighty-acre  allotment.  On  De- 
cember 3,  1702,  he  married  Deborah,  daughter 
of  John  and  Deborah  Spencer.  His  wife 
joined  the  church  May  1,  1709,  and  he  Au- 
gust 3,  1733.  He  was  a member  of  Hadlyme 
Church  at  its  organization,  June  26,  1745,  his 
wife  joining  by  letter  soon  afterward.  John 
Hungerford  died  July  9,  1748,  his  wife  on  Oc- 
tober 14,  1750.  Their  children:  Mary,  born 

November  3,  1703,  died  young.  Ruth,  born 
August  1,  1705,  married  Joseph  Shipman. 
Jane,  born  January  27,  1707,  married  Thomas 
Harvey.  Ester,  born  October  14,  1709,  mar-- 
ried  Joseph  Day.  John,  born  August  13,  1712, 
died  July  30,  1714.  Thankful,  born  October 
22,  1713,  married  John  Waters.  Robert,  born 
January  3,  1716,  married  Grace  Holmes. 

Thomas,  born  April  20,^47 18>,  married  De- 
borah Chalker.  Deborah,  born  August  27, 
1721,  married  John  Hungerford. 

(IV)  Robert  Hungerford,  born  January 

3,  1715-16,  married  Grace  Holmes  March  3, 
1736.  He  always  lived  in  Hadlyme,  about 
half  a mile  northwest  of  the  Congregational 
Chuirch,  on  the  east  and  west  road.  He  died 
April  7,  1794,  and  his  wife  died  April  27, 
1798.  They  bad  four  sons:  (1)  John,  born 

in  1737,  married  Jane  Church;  he  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  French  war,  and  died  in  Hadlyme 
December  n,  1760,  of  smallpox,  contracted 
in  the  army.  (2)  Jeremiah,  born  in  1740, 
married  Lydia  Bigelow.  He  died  November 
1,  1816,  she  on  November  14,  1820.  He  was 
a captain  in  the  Continental  army,  and  marched 
to  Boston  when  the  news  of  the  Lexington 
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fight  came  to  him.  (3)  Robert  is  mentioned 
below.  (4)  Elijah,  bom  in  1756,  married 
Rachel  Harvey,  and  died  in  1839.  There  were 
three  daughters,  (5)  Deborah,  (6)  Silence 
and  (7)  Anna. 

(V)  Robert  Hungerford,  born  January 

23,  1752,  died  December  29,  1834.  He  lived 
and  died  in  Hadiyme,  tow'n  of  East  Hadclam.i, 
near  the  Congregational  Church,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  road.  He  served  in  the  Revolution, 
having  been  a lieutenant  in  the  Continental 
army.  On  February  1,  1776,  he  married 
Lovica  Warner,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and 
Elizabeth  (Selden)  Warner.  She  died  May 
22,  1777,  aged  twenty-five,  leaving  one  son, 
Robert,  born  January  17,  1777.  Robert  Hun- 
gerford’s  second  marriage  was  to  Olive  Ely, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Ely,  of 
Lymfe,  and  she  died  July  20,  1843.  Tio  this 
union  came:  Joseph  E.,  born  July  28,  1784; 

William,  November  22,  1786;  Lovica,  Octo- 
ber 18,  1789;  Ansel,  M|a.rch  3,  1792;  Asa, 
February  16,  1795;  Richard,  November  8, 
1798;  Ansel  (2),  April  21,  1801;  Rebecca 
Ely,  November  20,  1804. 

(VI)  Joseph  E.  Hungerford,  born  July 
28,  1784,  near  Hadiyme,  in  the  town  of  East 
Haddam,  died  February  28,  1861.  His  wife, 
Nancy  Anderson,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Annie  ( Hungerford ) Anderson,  was  born  in 
Millington  Society,  East  Haddam,  January  12, 
1795,  and  died  Mhrch  12,  1890.  Mir.  Hunger- 
ford was  a fanner  by  occupation.  In  politics 
he  whs  originally  a Whig-,  and  later  a Repub- 
lican ; he  wia,s  never  an  office-seeker.  He  and 
his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  To  their  union  were 
born  : Nanicy  Louisai,  Deborah  Church,  Sophia 

. Anderson,  Richard  Ely  (mentioned  below), 
and  Joseph  William  (mentioned  below). 

Joseph  W.  Hungerford  was  bom  Sqi- 
tember  21,  1829,  and  grew  up  in  his  native 
; town.  He  attended  Williston  Seminary  and, 
j returning  to  1 Iacllyme,  engaged  in  fanning, 
being  now  one  of  the  most  extensive  agricul- 
turists of  his  locality.  On  November  29, 
1864,  lie  married,  at  Mount  Clemens,  Mich., 
Sarah1  F.  Warner,  a daughter  of  William 
Henry  Warner,  a native  of  Lyme,  Conn. 
William)  I fenry  Warner  was  a brother  of  Sel- 
den  Warner,  and  a son  of  Jonathan  Warner, 
who  was  born  October  20,  1760,  and  on  June 
5.  1788,  married  Dorothy  Selden,  daughter  of 


Col.  Samuel  Selden,  a graduate  of  Yale.  Jon- 
athan Warner  w'as  a farmer,  and  also  prom- 
inent in  public  affairs,  having  served  in  the 
Legislature  several  terms.  He  died  March  1, 
1843,  aged  nearly  eighty-three.  His  wife,  bom 
December  26,  1766,  died  August  19,  1825. 
They  had  the  following  family:  Selden,  An- 

drew Fernando,  Joseph,  Richard,  William 
Henry,  Matthew'  G.,  Mary,  Elizabeth  and 
Jonathan.  In  1826  William  Henry  Warner 
married  Sarah  Canfield,  of  Chester,  who  was 
| born  March  1,  1799.  After  marriage  they 
I moved  to  Mount  Clemens,  Mich.,  where  he 
died  October  6,  1849.  They  had  the  follow- 
ing family:  Elizabeth  C.,  Sarah  Mj.,  William 

( Henry,  Sarah  F.  (Mrs.  Hungerford),  Har- 
riet AT,  Mary  Selden  and  Henry  E. 

• In  politics  Air.  Hungerford  was  first  a 
Whig,  and  since  the  formation  of  the  Republi- 
can party  has  adhered  to  its  tenets.  He  has 
served  on  the  board  of  relief  several  years,  and 
represented  his  town  in!  the  Legislature  iin 
1882,  during  which  session  he  served  on  the 
committee  on  Roads  and  Bridges.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mirs.  Joseph  W.  Hungerford  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  Mr. 
Hungerford  has  been  a committeeman  for  ten 
or  twtelve  years,  and  he  has  been  deacon  of 
the  Hadiyme  Congregational  Church  since 
1889. 

Richard  E.  Hungerford  was  bom  De- 
cember 11,  1825,  and,  like  his  brother,  received 
an  excellent  education,  attending  Bacon  Acad- 
emy, at  Colchester,  Conn.  Since  attaining 
mlaturitv  he  has  engaged  extensivelv  in  tam  - 
ing. He  was  first  a Whig  in  politics,  casting 
his  first  vote  for  Henry  Clay,  and  is  now  a 
Republican.  He  has  voted  ait  every  annual 
State  election,  and  has  missed  1 nit  one  town 
! election  since  attaining  his  majority.  During 
1861-62,  and  1883-84,  he  served  as  selectman; 

! for  eight  or  ten  years  was  registrar  of  voters; 

and  in  1864  represented  his  town  in  the  State 
{ Assemmbly.  Mr.  Hungerford  is  a member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  served  as  clerk 
and  treasurer  for  nearly  forty  years.  Mr. 
Hungerford  has  suffered  the  misfortune  of 
failing  eyesight,  being  now  nearly  blind. 

It  is  such  citizens  as  these  two  brothers 
that  make  up  the  bulwarks  of  our  nation's 
! prosperity.  Honorable,  hard-working,  stcad- 
1 fast  in  their  adherence  to  the  principles  they 
consider  right,  they  offer  excellent  examples 
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for  the  young  men  growing  up,  not  only  in 
their  own  vicinity,  hut  wherever  the  influence 
of  their  lives  is  felt. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  MILLER, 
one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  the  town  of  Mid- 
dlefield, Middlesex  county,  descends  from!  a 
family  that  has  been  in  existence  there  for 
over  two  centuries.  He  was  born  February 
13,  1822,  and  is  of  the  sixth  generation  of 
Millers  in  America. 

The  Miller  family,  of  Middlefield,  is'traced 
to  Thomas  Miller,  of  Birmingham,  England, 
who  came  to  Rowley,  Mass.,  was  made  a free- 
man in  1639,  and  was  a carpenter  there  in 
1651,  according  to'  the  records.  Thence  he 
removed  to1  Middletown,  Conn.,  where  lands 
were  recorded  in  his  name  in  1654,  when  he 
was  admitted  to  the  church  through  letter  from 
Rowley.  He  built  the  first  gristmill  in  that 
town,  which  stood  on  Miller’s  brook,  where 
one  of  the  factories  of  the  Russell  Manufactur- 
ing Company  now  stands  at  the  “Farms.”  By 
his  first  wife,  Isabel,  he  was  the  father  of  one 
child,  Ann,  who  was  married  in  1653  L>  Na- 
thaniel Bacon.  His  second  marriage,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six  years  was  to  Sarah  Nettleton, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Nettleton,  of  Branford. 
To  this  union  eight  children  were  born,  viz. : 
Thomas,  born  May  6,  1666,  mjarried  Elizabeth 
Turner  for  his  first  wife,  and  for  his  second 
spouse  chose  Mary  Rowell ; Samuel,  born 
April  1,  1668,  married  Mary  Eggleston ; Jo- 
seph, born  August  21,  1670,  married  Rebecca 
Johnson  in  1701;  Benjamin,  born  July  20, 
1672,  married  (first)  Mary  Johnson,  and  (sec- 
ond) Mercy  Bassett;  John,  'born  March  to, 
1674,  married  Mary  Bevin,  in  1700;  Margaret 
married  Isaac  Johnson  ; Sarah  ; Mehitabel,  born 
March  28,  1680,  was  married  to  George  Hub- 
bard. Thomas  Miller,  the  emigrant,  and  father 
of  the  above  named  children,  died  August  14, 
1680,  and  his  widow  March  20,  1727. 

Benjamin  Miller,  the  fourth  of  the  above 
family,  was  one  of  the  first  three  settlers  of 
Middlefield  town.  He  located  in  the  south 
part,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Cbginchaug  or 
West  river,  not  far  from  the  Durham  line. 
Tradition  has  it  that  the  title  of  “Governor” 
was  conferred  upon  him,  partly  because  of 
his  influence  with  the  Indians,  partly  on  ac- 
count of  his  being  a large  landowner,  and 
partly  on  account  of  his  dominant  disposition. 
He  was  not,  however,  exempt  from  the  action 


of  the  law,  as  will  be  seen.  He  was  greatly 
annoyed  at  the  frequent  lo-ss  of  his  pigs,  and 
suspected  that  they  were  devoured  by  bears;, 
he  accordingly  kept  watch,  and  one  Sunday 
miorning  discovered  Bruin  in  the  act,  and  shot 
and  killed  the  animal.  For  this  he  was  arrest- 
ed, on  the  charge  of  desecrating  the  Sabbath. 
Benjamin  Miller  first  married,  September  18, 
1696,  Mary  Johnson,  who  w,as  born  in  1676, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Mary  (Smith) 
Johnson,  and  who  bore  him  eight  children, 
namely ; Rebecca,  married  David  Robinson, 
of  Durham;  Benjamin,  born  October  2,  1700, 
married  Hannah,  daughter  of  David  Robin- 
son; Sarah,  born  October  5,  1702,  became  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Hickox,  of  Durham  ; Mary  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Spencer,  of  Haddam ; Hannah,  born 
June  1,  1704,  was  married  to-  Ephraim  Coe; 
Isaac,  born  May  2,  1706,  died  unmiarried;  Me- 
hitable,  born  February  5,  1707,  was  married 
to  A).  Barnes,  and  Ichabod,  born  December  15, 
1709,  married  Elizabeth  Cromwell,  daughter 
of  Ca.pt . Joseph  Cromwell.  Mrs.  Mlary  Miller,, 
mother  of  the  above  named  children,  died  De- 
cember 15,  1709,  and  Benjamin  Miller,  for 
his  second  wife,  married  Mercy  Bassett,  who 
wlas  born  in  New  Haven,  in  1677,  and  she  bore 
her  husband  seven  children,  namely : Lydia 

wlas  married  to  Eliakimi  Snow ; Amos,  born 
June  1,  1713,  married  Abigail  Cromw'ell; 
Elbenezer,  born  August  20,  1714,  died  unmar- 
ried; Martha,  born  December  8,  1715,  was. 
married  to>  Thomas  Atkins ; Rhoda,  born  March 
8,  1717,  was  mlarried  to  Benjamin  Bacon  ; Da- 
vid, born  October  3,  1718,  married  Elizabeth 
Brainard ; Thankful  died  unmarried.  Benja- 
min Miller,  the  father,  was  a man  of  fine  phys- 
ique and  very  powerful.  He  died  November 
22,  1747,  and  Mercy,  his  widow,  died  Febru- 
ary 9,  1756.  The  remains  of  both  were  in- 
terred in  the  old  cemetery  at  Middlefield. 

Arnos  Miller,  the  second  child  born  to  the 
second  marriage  of  “Governor”  Miller,  was  a 
farmer  in  the  East  District  of  Middlefield,  and 
married  Abigail,  daughter  of  Joseph  Cromr 
well,  to'  which  union  were  born  six  children, 
Ebenezer,  Amos,  Abigail,  Daniel,  Elisha  and 
Joseph. 

Elisha  Miller,  the  fifth  child  of  Amos  Mill- 
er, was  largely  engaged  in  farming  and  fruit 
growing  in  the  East  District  of  Middlefield, 
and  sold  much  of  his  fruit  in  Middletown; 
but,  being  a liberal,  kind-hearted  man,  he  gave 
a great  deal  of  his  fruit  away,  and  in  fruit 
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season  was  always  followed  about  the  streets 
of  Middletown  by  a crowd  of  small  boys, 
whom  he  supplied  liberally  with  his  luscious 
products.  He  married  Elizabeth  Miller,  and 
to  this  miarriage  were  born  eleven  children, 
namely : Abel,  who  married  and  had  three 

children,  Amos,  Maria  and  Mary;  Abigail, 
who  died  in  childhood;  Elizabeth,  who  died  un- 
married, in  Middlefield;  Jerusha  and  Mary, 
who  also  died  unmarried  in  Middlefield ; Es- 
ther, who  went  to  Ohio',  was  married  to  a 
Mr.  Bingham,,  and  died  there;  Elisha,  who 
married  Rhoda  Parsons,  of  Durhamj;  Eunice, 
who  died  young;  Ira,  who'  became  the  father 
of  George  W.  Miller,  whose  name  opens  this 
review;  George  R.,  who  married  Martin  Rice, 
and  was  a farmer;  and  Amps,  who*  first  mar- 
ried Miranda  Miller,  and  afterward  Arabella 
Miller,  of  Granville,  Mass,  (he  was  a colonel 
in  the  Staddle  Hill  Rifles). 

Ira  Miller,  the  ninth  of  the  above  family, 
was  born  July  21,  1792,  on  the  farm)  now  occu- 
pied by  Frank  A.  Coe,  in  Middlefield.  He  re- 
ceived a plain  district  school  education,  but  was 
a very  bright  scholar,  and  for  seventeen  win- 
ters was  a successful  school  teacher  in  Middle- 
field  and  vicinity  ; in  the  summer  he  worked  for 
his  father  on  the  farm  which  he  had  inherited. 
He  went  to  Ohio,  but  remained  a short  time 
only,  and  then  returned  home.  He  followed 
fruit  growing  besides  farming,  was  the  chief 
one  to  introduce  new  fruit  varieties,  and  Avas 
quite  successful  in  grafting.  In  early  life  he 
was  a Democrat,  as  was  his  father.  Ife  was  a 
quiet,  self-contained  man,  never  held  an  office, 
and  he  died  August  1,  1867,  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him.  To  the  marriage  of  Ira  Miller 
with  Lecta  Miller,  who  was  born  July  3,  1796, 
daughter  of  Ichabod  and  Sarah  (Birdsey) 
Miller,  were  born  seven  children,  namely : 
Emma,  who  was  married  to  Joseph  Congdon, 
lived  for  a time  in  Michigan,  then  in  New 
York  State,  and  later  in  Westfield,  Conn., 
where  she  died;  George  W.  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  ; Marietta,  widow  of  Rufus  B.  Sage, 
died  in  Cromwell  March  23,  1900;  Margaret 
E.  is  the  widow  of  Joseph  Tryon,  of  South 
Farms,  and  resides  with  her  brother,  George 
W. ; Charles  Ira  (first)  married  Delia  Clark, 
(second)  Lydia  F.  Moulton,  of  Great  Falls', 
M.  II.,  and  ( third)  Lucy  Jane  (Miller)  Mali, 
widow  of  Walter  P.  Flail;  Susan,  wife  of 
Smuel  lfhll.  resides  in  Wallingford;  and 
Amos  FI.,  a wool-waste  manufacturer  in  Bos- 


ton, Mass.,  with  residence  in  Brookline,  an 
aristocratic  suburb  of  the  city,  first  married 
Louisa  Cooper,  and  then  Rose  Parks,  of  Prince 
Echvard  Island.  Mrs.  Lecta  Miller,  mother  of 
the  above  family,  died  January  16,  1890,  at 
the  venerable  age  of  over  ninety-three  years. 

George  W.  Miller  Avas  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Middlefield,  and  for  two  Arbi- 
ters in  the  D!urham  academy,  under  Benjamin 
Coe  and  Prof.  Johnson.  Fie  then  Avorked  for 
his  father  and  neighboring'  farmers,  among 
whom'  were  Ichabod  Miller  (for  tAVio  seasons), 
Bela  Coe  and  Charles  Hubbard.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  he  could  do  a man’s  Avork 
and  earned  a man’s  Avages — $15  per  month.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  he  began  peddling  Yan- 
kee notions  through  Connecticut,  and  tAvo  years 
later  used  a horse  and  wagon,  with  a full  line 
of  tinware  added  to  the  notions.  In  one  of 
ltis  trips  he  ventured  into  the  State  of  XeAv 
York.  Three  years  later  he  gave  up  peddling 
and  took  to  carpentering,  Avorked  a while  for 
a Mr.  Lincoln,  of  CroniAvell,  later  for  Crom- 
Avell  & Bacon,  in  Middlefield,  and  still  later 
he  and  his  cousin,  Henry  L.  Miller,  Avorked  to- 
gether for  many  years,  erecting  some  of  the 
best  buildings  in  Middlefield,  including  his  oavii 
home. 

Mr.  Miller  Avas  possessed  of  versatile  abil- 
ities, and  after  withdrawing  from  carpentry 
Avork  hired  out  for  a year  as  second  fore- 
man in  a button  factory  at  Bailevville,  then 
OAvned  by  AndreAV  J.  Coe  and  Alfred  M.  Bailey  _ 
but  reverses  overtook  the  firm  and  failure  fol- 
lowed. Mr.  Miller  then  bought  the  raAv  mater- 
ial on  hand,  Avorked  it  up  and  disposed  of 
it  at  a profit.  Shortly  afterward  he  formed  a 
company,  comprised  of  Alvin  B.  Coe.  P.  W. 
Bennett  and  himself,  under  the  style  of  Miller, 
Coe  & Bennett,  and  manufactured  all  kinds  of 
buttons,  and  later  admitted  Charles  Ira  Miller, 
his  brother,  into  the  firm.  But  about  this 
time  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  the  Southern 
trade  Avas  spoiled,  and  the  price  of  buttons  ran 
so  Ioav  that  there  Avas  no  profit  in  the  busi- 
ness and  the  firm  dissolved.  Mr.  Miller  and 
Mr.  Bennett  then  located  in  Rock  fall,  and  AA-ere 
employed  in  the  firearms  factory  of  Smith  & 
King,  on  contract  work,  in  making  mainsprings 
for  Springfield  rifles,  for  the  adjusting  of 
which  tliev  had  a secret  process.  Mr.  Newell, 
of  Middletown,  and  Mr.  Parker,  of  Meriden, 
had  similar  work  for  the  Government,  but  their 
output  did  not  stand  the  test,  and  Avas  shipped 
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to  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Bennett  to  be  perfected. 
Mr.  Plant,  o*f  New1  Haven,  who  also  had  a 
contract  for  the  manufacture  of  springs,  after 
much  persuasion  induced  Messrs.  Miller  and 
Bennett  to  come  to  come  to  his  factory  and 
perfect  his  springs  so  that  they  would  pass 
muster.  They  entered  into  a contract  with  Mr. 
Plant,  and  took  their  help  with  them. 

Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Bennett  next  purchased 
the  James  Tingwell  factory,  in  Rockfall,  now 
occupied  by  the  Rjogers  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, and  put  in  a saw  and  bone  mill,  which 
they  conducted  with  profit  for  several  years, 
M)r.  Miller  in  the  meanwhile  attending  to  the 
mill  and  Mr.  Sen  nett  working  the  factory  of 
Smith  & Savage,  near  'by.  In  the  mill,  also, 
wlajgon  shafts,  sleighs,  etc.,  were  made  in  con- 
siderable numjbers.  Mr.  Miller  eventually  sold 
all  his  interests  to  Mr.  Bennett  and  located 
in  Baileyville,  where  he  purchased  a water 
privilege,  rebuilt  the  dam,  erected  a building, 
and  for  twenty-five  years  ground  bones  for  use 
as  fertilizers.  In  or  about  1850  he  bought 
four  acres  of  his  present  residence  property, 
which  he  has  since  increased  to*  twenty}- five 
acres. 

Oil  October  4,  1846,  Mr.  Miller  married 
Siarah  B.  Miller,  a native  of  Middlefield,  born 
September  10,  18*27,  daughter  of  Almon  and 
Sarah  E.  Miller.  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Miller  died 
February  28,1895,  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren: Parsons  Henry,  born  May  1,  1848, 

married  Emma  E.  Abel,  and  is  living  in  Mid- 
dlefield; Emma  J.,  born  April  11,  1859,  ls  U1V 
married,  and  lives  under  the  parental  roof ; 
Fannie  I.,  born  April  12,  1862,  passed  away 
March  28,  1881.  Mr.  Miller  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  Middlefield  Methodist 
Church,  of  which  he  himself  is  a trustee.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican  and  has  held  some 
minor  offices,  but  has  never  had  a desire  for  po- 
litical favors.  He  was,  however,  ambitious  in 
business,  and  now,  although  retired  from'  ac- 
tive work  and  infirm}  through  advanced  years, 
possesses  a clear  intellect,  and  holds  the  un- 
wavering' respect  of  all  his  neighbors. 

CAPT.  CHARLES  WINTHROP  LIAM- 
ILTON  is  one  of  the  most  capable  and  popular 
vessel  masters  who  have  ever  resided  in  P’ort- 
land,  Middlesex  county.  He  is  a self-made 
man  in  the  truest  sense,  and  has  fought  his 
way  upward  from  poverty  and  destitution  by 
his  own  admirable  efforts.  He  comes  from  a 


good  old  North  of  Ireland  family,  and  was 
born  in  Hopewell,  Province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, Canada,,  May  12,  1836.  In  1867  he  be- 
came a resident  of  Portland. 

James  Hamilton,  Capt.  Hamilton's  grand- 
father, was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  English  army.  When 
his  term  of  enlistment  had  expired  he  was  in 
New  Brunswick,  and,  liking;  the  country,  he 
remained  and  engaged  in  farming,  and  died 
there.  In  his  family  was  a son  James,  the 
father  of  Capt.  Hamilton.  He  Was  reared  on 
the  paternal  estate*,  and  was  a farmer  nearly 
all  his  life,  in  his  earlier  years  being  engiaged 
for  a tinte  as  a sailor.  Fie  lived  to  be  sixty- 
seven  years  old.  His  wife  was  Nancy  Robin- 
son and  o*f  their  ten  children  Charles  W.  was 
the  seventh.  Capt.  Hamilton’s  eldest  brother, 
Joseph,  was  a sailor  until  he  was  thirty-five, 
when  he  retired  from  the  water  and  established 
himself  as  a shipwright  at'  Pembroke,  Maine, 
where  he  is  still  living.  His  younger  brother, 
James  B.,  is  a sea  captain,  and  has  been  for 
years  engaged  on  steam  and  sailing  craft;  he 
lives  in  New  York  City.  Lemuel,  another 
brother,  learned  the  blacksmith’s*  trade,  and 
went  to  California  when  quite  young,  and.1  all 
trace  of  him  has  been  lost.. 

Capt.  Hamilton  obtained  his  schooling  in 
his  native  town,  but  as  it  was  a pioneer  school 
it  (afforded  only  primitive  instruction.  His 
parents  were  people  of  limited  means,  and  he 
was*  brought  up  a farmer  lad.  The  people  of 
that  region  were  accustomed  to*  take  their  pn> 
ducts  by  boat  to  St.  John,  and  among  his  early 
memories  are  the  pictures  of  many  exciting 
experiences.  When  he  was  sixteen  years  old 
Capt.  Hamilton  went  to1  Pembroke,  Miaine, 
and  secured  a position  as  cook  on  the  schooner 
“Albert,”  which  wa.s  engaged  in  the*  general 
coasting  trade,  at  the  wages  of  four  dollars  a 
mfonth.  He  subsequently  shipped  as  a sailor 
before  the  mast  on  the  schooner  “Mary  Peavy,” 
sailing  out  oT  Eastport,  Maine.  From  this 
time  on  he  was  a sailor,  and  his  abilities  have 
been  recognized!,  and  his  promotion  gradual 
but  certain.  He  sailed  from  New  York  on  the 
old  packet  line  from  Liverpool  to>  that  city, 
in  different  capacities,  until  lie  became  master 
and  captain. 

Capt.  Hamilton  was  married,  in  1867,  to 
Miss  Dorcas  Mehaffey,  of  Portland,  daughter 
of  Alexander  and  Elizabeth  (Read)  Mehaffey. 
Portland  has  been  his  home  since  that  year, 
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and  from  this  point  he  sailed  in  1872  as  master 
of  the  schooner  “S.  S.  Buckingham,”  in  the 
employ  of  the  Middlesex  Quarry  Company. 
He  also  commanded  the  schooner  “George 
Gillum”  and  the  schooner  “Joseph  Hall,”  on 
which  he  was  master  for  fifteen  years.  Capt. 
Hamilton  was  with  the  Middlesex  Quarry 
Company  until  1890,  when  it  changed  its 
business  methods  and  gave  up  running  its  ves- 
sels. He  then  bought  the  schooner  “F.  Gran- 
ville Rtassell,”  which  he  sailed  until  1894, 
when  he  took  charge  of  the  “Howard  B.  Peck," 
sailing  out  of  New  London,  plying  between 
all  coast  points.  On  this  vessel  he  has  re- 
mained to  the  present  time.  Capt.  Hamilton 
is  one  of  the  popular  and  reliable  seamen  of 
the  day.  Hie  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, belonging  to>  Warren  Lodge  and  Free- 
stone Chapter,  of  Portland.  Fie  and  his  wife 
belong  to  the  Methodist  Church,  are  good  peo- 
ple, and  universally  respected.  The  Captain 
built  his  home  on  Faiirview  avenue,  Portland, 
in  1888. 

ELIJAH  M.  WETH'ERELL,  a well 
known  and  representative  citizen  of  East  Had- 
damu,  Middlesex  county,  belongs  to  an  honored 
old  family  of  this  State. 

Marcus  Wetherell,  his  paternal  grand- 
father, was  born  May  12,  1787,  and  died  De- 
cember 24,  146.  He  was  a native  of  Glaston- 
bury, Conn.,  where  he  followed  bla.cksmit.hing 
for  some  years,  and  later  made  his  home  in 
Portland,  this  county.  On  October  18,  1804,  he 
married  Rehumah  Bidwell,  who  was  born  Octo- 
ber 25,  1787,  and  died  January  11.  1849.  1 11 

their  family  were  eleven  children,  whose  names 
and  dates  of  birth  were  as  follows:  James, 

August  28,  1805;  Betsy  (Mrs.  Grannis),  May 
12,  1807;  Allen,  February  22,  1809;  Saman- 
tha, November  28,  1811;  Daniel,  March  22, 
J 8 1 3 (died  May  12,  1899);  Rehumah,  August 
10,  1815;  Lyman,  March  1,  1818;  Elijah 
(father  of  Elijah  M. ),  April  22,  1820;  Syl- 
vester,  August  25,  1822;  Ruth,  October  17. 
1825;  and  Celestia,  January  17,  1830  (died 
January  25,  1830). 

Elijah  Wetherell,  father  of  Elijah  M.,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Glastonbury.  When  a 
boy  he  worked  in  his  father’s  shop,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  secured  employment  in  a 
manufactory  of  Glastonbury.  Subsequently 
he  was  superintendent  of  a mill  at  Rock  Fall, 
and  lie  came  to  Moodtts  as  superintendent  of 


the  Atlantic  Duck  Mill.  Later  he  was  at  the 
head  of  a mill  in  Leesville,  owned  by  Stanton 
S.  Card,  and  prior  to  locating  permanently 
in  Moodus,  was  interested  in  the  manufactur- 
ing business  in  Portland.  For  fully  thirty 
years  he  was  actively  engaged  in  business  in 
Mioodus,  and  in  connection  with  his  son,  E.  M., 
he  owned  and  operated  a grist  and  saw  mill 
north1  of  the  village  for  six  years.  In  Newing- 
ton, Conn.,  he  married  Jeannette  Merrill,  a 
daughter  of  Mark  Merrill.  She  was  born  in 
Little  River,  N.  Y.,  April  20,  1823,  but,  her 
parents  dying  when  she  was  young,  was  reared 
by  an  aunt  in  Newington,  Conn.  She  died 
February  19,  1887,  and  Mr.  Wetherell  died 
May  19,  1893.  They  had  five  children,  name- 
ly: Alice  R.,  born  July  12,  1846,  is  the  wife 

of  Samuel  E.  Williams,  of  Chatham ; Evelyn, 
born  March  6,  1849,  died  February  4,  1851; 
Elijah  Mt  is  mentioned  below  ; Selena  Janette, 
born  September  t6,  1855,  is  the  wife  of  Adel- 
bert  Beebe,  of  Norwich,  Conn.;  and  Marcus 
Sylvester,  born  November  22,  1857,  married 
Lena  Mosher,  and  is  clerking  for  Thaddeus 
Spencer,  of  Moodus.  Various  articles,  such 
as  spoon  mounds,  etc.,  said  to  have  been 
brought  across  the  water  by  the  family,  were 
handed  down  by  the  grandfather  and  are  still 
preserved. 

Elijah  M.  Wetherell  was  born  in  Moodus, 
August  2,  1851,  and  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  that  place  and  Middletown,  where 
his  boyhood  was  spent.  For  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  he  has  been  employed  as  overseer 
in  various  departments  of  cotton  factories.  At 
a youthful  age  he  began  as  a cotton  worker 
in  the  mill  at  Moodus.  of  which  his  father 
was  superintendent,  and  has  since  been  con- 
nected with  the  Atlantic  Duck  Mill,  the  Will- 
iams Duck  Mill,  and  the  New  York  Net  and 
Twine  Company,  serving  as  overseer  of  the 
last  named  for  eleven  years,  lie  was  at  the 
head  of  the  carding  room  in  the  Atlantic  Duck 
Mill  for  nearly  twelve  years,  and  was  interest- 
ed with  his  father  in  a grist  and  saw  mill  for 
over  six  years.  Mr.  Wetherell  has  alxuit  re- 
tired from  the  milling  business,  but  occasion- 
ally returns  to  his  old  work  in  the  cotton 
mills  during  the  winter.  I le  is  now  engaged  in 
farming  in  a small  way  in  Dost  Haddam, 

I and  also  in  the  undertaking  business,  as  as- 
I sistant  to  James  Bride.  For  the  last  twenty- 
two  years  Mr.  Wetherell  has  been  a member 
1 of  the  Moodus  Fife  and  Drum  Corps,  in 
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which  organization  his  father  was  one  of  the 
early  fifers.  Fraternally  he  has  ‘been  a mem- 
ber of  Columbia  Lodge,  No*.  26,  F.  & A.  M.,  of 
East  Haddarn,  for  eight  years,  and  religiously 
both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  June  18,  1874,  Mr.  Wetherell  was 
uirited  in  marriage  with  Miss  Abbie  Frances 
Emmons,  a daughter  of  Oliver  F.  and  Ann 
Frances  (Potter)  Emmons.  The  first  of  her 
family  to  settle  in  America  was  : ( 1 ) Thomas 

Emmons,  an  early  settler  at  Newport,  R.  I., 
who  removed  to  Boston  before  1651.  Fie  was 
a cordwainer,  and  died  November  11,  1664. 
His  wife,  Martha,  died  in  1667.  His  second 
son, 

(II)  Samuel  Emmons,  born  about  1636, 
married)  August  16,  1660,  Mary,  daughter  of 
Robert  Scott,  of  Boston,  and  died  about  1685. 
His  eldest  son, 

(HI)  Samuel  Emmons,  born  November 
18,  1661,  in  Boston,  came  to  Connecticut  when 
a young  man  and  lived  for  a few  years  at 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  where  he  married,  before 
December  30,  1692,  Elizabeth  Butler,  daugh- 
ter of  Ensign  and  Deacon  Samuel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Olmsted)  Butler,  of  Wethersfield.  Be- 
fore 1698  he  had  settled  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  East  Haddami,  near  the  Colchester 
line.  Fie  died  about  1756,  having  attained 
the  age  of  ninety-six  years,  or  thereabout.  He 
and  his  wife  united  with  the  church  in  East 
Haddam|  October  15,  1705.  The  date  of  her 
death  is  not  found ; he  married,  second,  Lydia 

, who  died  May  10,  1758,  aged  eighty- 

three  years.  His  son, 

I (IV)  Jonathan  Emmons,  baptized  at 
Wethersfield  in  October,  1698,  died  in  East 
Haddarn,  February  15,  1777,  aged  nearly 
eighty.  He  married,  January  2,  1723,  Rachel 
Griswiold,  who  died  in  June,  1767,  aged  sixty- 
six  years.  Their  son, 

(V)  Joseph  Emmons,  born  September  9, 
1739,  in  East  Pladdam,  died  there  April  21, 
1810.  He  married,  January  6,  1763,  Lois  Gil- 
bert, of  Middletown,  Conn.  Their  son, 

(VI)  Joseph  Gilbert  Emmons,  born  Octo- 
ber 5,  1767,  in  East  Haddarn, " died  there  July 
5,  1854.  He  married,  November  17,  1791, 
Dorothy,  daughter  of  Ozias  and  Abigail  (Full- 
er) Chapman,  born  February  28,  1775,  in  East 
Haddarn.  She  died  September  12,  1867.  In 
their  family  were  the  following  children:  Jo- 
seph G.,  born  October  3,  1792,  married  Sarah 


Hall,  and  died  November  12,  1879;  Dorothy 
F.,  born  July  14,  1794,  married  Thomas  Full- 
er; Oziah  C.,  born  March  16,  1796,  married 

Lucy , and  died  December  12,  1881; 

Florilla,  born  April  3,  1798,  married  William 
Palmer,  and  died  January  8,  1880;  Louisa  P., 
born  July  20,  1800,  married  (first)  Ebenezer 
Cook,  and  (second)  Truman  Fuller,  and  died 
June  4,  1888;  Abigail  F.,  born  March  5, 
1802,  married  (first)  Hiram  Young,  and  (sec- 
ond) David  Rice;  Henry  W.,  born  August  31, 
1804,  married  Abby  Ann  Hale,  and  died 
March  18,  1893;  Benjamin  F.,  born  April  10, 
1808,  mlarried  (first)  Susan  Curtis,  and  (sec- 
ond) Emily  Hprriman,  a resident  of  New 
York  State,  and  died  May  7,  1875;  Gilbert, 
born  July  10,  1810,  died  in  infancy;  Lorena 
C.,  born  April  1,  1812,  died  September  16, 
1817;  Alfred  J.,  born  May  16,  1815,  married 
Lydia  Hale,  a sister  of  Abby  Ann,  and  died 
March  13,  1863;  and  Oliver  F.,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Wetherell,  completes  the  family. 

, Abigail  Fuller,  grandmother  of  Oliver  F. 
Emmons,  \Vas  a direct  descendant  of  Edward  1 
Fuller,  who'  came  in  the  “Mayflower”  in  1620,  | 

her  descent  being  through 

(I)  Edward  Fuller  (son  of  Robert  Fuller, 
of  the  Parish  of  Redenhall,  County  of  Norfolk,  ■ 
England),  born  1575,  died  1621,  in  Plymouth, 
Mass.  His  son  (II)  Samuel  Fuller,  born  in  ' 
1612,  died  in  1683,  at  Barnstable,  Mass.  [ 
He  married  Jane  Lathrop.  Their  son  (III) 
John  Fuller,  born  in  1656,  died  at  East  Had-  j 
dam  in  1726.  He  married  Miehitabel  Rowley. 
Their  son  (IV)  Thomas  Fuller,  born  in  1678,  1 

died  at  East  Haddarn},  April  9,  1772,  aged 
ninety-four.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  died  No- 
vember 5,  1734,  aged  ninety-six  years.  Their  \ 
son  ( V)  Thomas  Fuller,  born  April  5,  1717,  in  j 
East  Haddarn,  died  there  November  12, 
1802.  He  married  September  10,  1734,  Mar-  ; 
tha  Rawley,  wEa  died  November  12,  1760. 

He  married  (second)  Mrs.  Mary  (Green) 
Hosmer,  widow  of  Robert  Hosmer,  of  East 
Haddarn.  She  died  August  7,  1808,  aged 
eighty-six.  The  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Martha  Fuller,  Abigail,  born  Mlarch  4,  1752, 
in  East  Haddarn,  married  Ozias  Chapman. 

Oliver  F.  Emmons  was  born  September 
15,  ]8i8,  and  died  April  14,  1894,  in  East 
Haddarn.  On  September  13,  1843,  in  Rhode 
Island,  he  married  Ann  Frances  Potter,  who  j 
was  born  at  Black  Rock,  R.  I.,  October  13, 
1823,  and  died  April  24,  1863.  Her  father, 
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Nicholas  G.  Potter,  a machinist  by  trade,  and 
also  a Baptist  minister,  was  born  September 
11,  1792,  and  died  August  28,  18 — . He  was 
married  January  8,  1815,  to  Ann  Frances 
Harris,  who  was  born  February  13,  1799,  and 
died  August  9,  1834.  To  this  union  came  eight 
children  : Harden  Henry,  born  October  1 1 , 

1815,  died  January  27,  1895.  Edwin  W.,  born 
March  6,  1819,  was  married  in  1843  to  Ama- 
rilla  Stone,  and  died  September  25,  1894.  Hen- 
ry T.,  born  October  1,  1821,  was  married  No- 
vember 16,  1848,  to  Sarah  Baker,  and  died 
in  1898.  Ann  Frances,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Wetherell,  was  next  in  order  of  birth.  Phoebe 
S.,  born  March  28,  1826,  died  September  24, 
1827.  Phoebe  A|.,  born  December  17,  1828,  is 
deceased.  William  L.,  was  born  August  23, 
1830.  John,  born  July  28,  1834,  died  October 
16,  1834.  To  Oliver  F.  and  Ann  Frances 
(Potter)  Emmons  were  'born  eight  children, 
as  follows  : Charles  Mi,  born  July  7,  1847,  was 
mjarried  October  7,  1874,  to  Roselle  Grover, 
of  Enfield,  Conn.,  and  died  October  12,  1894. 
Edwin  P.,  born  April  11,  1850,  was  married 
November  27,  1878,  to  Ella  Johnson,  and  now 
lives  in  Hope,  R.  I.  Abbie  Frances,  born  April 
10,  1853,  is  the  wlife  of  Elijah  M.  Wetherell, 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  A son, 
born  July  13,  1855,  died  two  days  later.  A 
son,  born  September  22,  1856,  died  May  24, 
1857.  A son,  born  June  12,  1859,  died  tbe 
same  day.  Twin  sons,  born  December  28,  1861, 
died  the  same  day.  The  father  of  this  family 
was  married  again,  November  24,  1863,  his 
second  union  being  with  Sarah  Almira  Goff, 
who  whs  born  February  25,  1832,  at  Eiast 
Haddam,  and  is  now  living  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wetherell.  Her  father,  Sylvester 
Goff,  of  Chatham,  was  born  July  16,  1804,  and 
died  in  East  Fladdam  November  5,  1885.  He 
was  married  July  n,  1830,  to  Sarah  Tracy 
Worthington,  who  was  born  in  Colchester, 
February  18,  1809,  and  died  May  20,  1851. 
They  had  five  children:  Sarah  A.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1832,  is  now  Mrs.  Emmlons;  Henry 
A.,  born  in  Chatham,  August  20,  1834,  mar- 
ried Ellen  Robie,  and  resides  in  Binghamp- 
ton,  N.  Y. ; Mary  E.,  born  October  31,  1836, 
is  the  wife  of  Royal  Brainard  (their  son, 
Hbmer  W.  Brainard,  is  a teacher  in  the  Hart- 
ford high  school)  ; William  Elsworth,  lx>rn 
January  21,  1839,  married  Julia  Holdridge; 
Cynthia  L.,  Ixrrn  January  10,  1841,  is  the  wife  1 
of  Henry  Gates,  of  East  Hampton. 


WILLIAM!  H.  SMITH,  who  is  identified 
with  the  commercial  life  of  Saybrook,  Middle- 
sex county,  is  also>  quite  prominent  in  politics, 
and  is  now  serving  as  chairman  of  the  Republi- 
can town  committee.  He  was  elected,  in  1901, 
to  the  State  Legislature  from  his  town  and 
his  extensive  and  varied  experience  and  knowl- 
edge of  the  times  is  - warrant  for  the  expec- 
tation that  he  will  prove  a valuable  member. 

Mr.  Smith  descends  from  a sturdy  New 
England  ancestry.  His  grandfather,  Nathan 
Smith,  was  a native  of  Vermont,  where  he 
grew  up,  married  and  reared  at  least  a part  of 
his  family.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. Late  in  life  he  moved  to  Sycamore,  111., 
where  he  died  at  an  advanced  age.  Among  his 
children  were:  Uziel  Mortimer  (father  of 

William  FI.),  John,  Ralph,  Malcolm  and  La- 
fayette. 

Uziel  M.  Smith  was  born  near  St.  Albans, 
Vt.,  in  November,  1814,  and  died  May  11, 
1873,  in  Clarenceville,  Quebec,  Canada,  where 
he  had  gone  when  a young  man  to  marry  and 
spend  his  life.  For  his  first  wife  he  married 
Miranda  Orpha,  daughter  of  Edward  Sawyer, 
born  in  April,  1816,  who  died  May  1 6,  1857. 
Subsequently  he  married  Pauline  Parthena 
Hunger  ford,  who  was  born  July  9,  1827,  and 
died  in  1893.  For  some  years  Mr.  Smith  was 
engaged  in  farming  and  in  later  life  carried  on 
a hotel  at  Clarenceville  in  connection  with  his 
farming  operations.  To  him  and  his  first  wife 
came:  (1)  Alice  Minerva,  bom  April  14, 

1840,  died  three  years  later.  (2)  Pascal  Peola, 
born  November  24,  1843,  died  October  28, 
1864;  he  was  accidentally  killed  at  Terre 
Plaute,  Ind.  (3)  Elizabeth  Minerva,  -born 
January  9,  1846,  was  mlarried  October  2, 
1866,  to  William  Langdon  Simpson,  who  was 
born  September  6,  1845,  and  after  his  death 
she  married,  July  10,  1877,  Lucius  D.  St.  John. 
Mr.  St.  John  was  born  in  1834,  and  died  May 
20,  1894.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had: 
George  1).,  born  March  20,  1868,  and  Fannie 
Louise,  born  January  2,  1870  (died  August 
17,  1899).  To  her  second  marriage  was  bom 
Luella  May,  September  11.  1878.  (4)  W ill- 

iam Henry,  lx>rn  February  21,  1848.  is  men- 
tioned below.  (3)  M files  Mortimer,  bom  March 
24,  1850,  was  in  the  drug  business  at  Stockton, 
Kans.,  and  is  now  in  Idaho.  ((>)  Eaios  Eld  gar, 
born  March  10,  1832,  was  engaged  as  a farm- 
er near  Stockton,  Kans.,  and  is  now  in  Idaho. 

I (/)  John  Gordon,  born  June  7,  1834,  was  a 
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merchant  in  Stockton,  Ivans.,  and  is  now  in 
Dowagiac,  Mich.  (8)  Pliebe  Elizabeth,  born 
October  14,  1856,  died  February  14,  1861. 

William  Henry  Smith,  was  born  in  Clar- 
nceville,  Canada,  where  he  obtained  his  educa- 
tion in  the  local  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years  he  entered  a tin  shop  there  to<  learn 
the  trade.  After  serving  a three-years  appren- 
ticeship he  came  to  Connecticut,  and  for  a few 
years  was  employed  at  his  trade  in  Manchester. 

William  Hlenry  Smith  and  Catherine  Da- 
ley, of  New  Britain,  were  married  December 
25,  1873,  and  to  this  union  were  born  the 
following  children:  George  M.,  who'  is  a 

nickel  and  gold  plater  in  Derby,  Conn. ; Cath- 
erine, who  is  the  wife  of  P.  F.  O'Day,  of 
New  Blritain;  William  E.,  a resident  of  New 
Britain;  Gordon  B.,  at  home;  and  Walter,  a 
resident  of  New  Britain.  Mr.  -Smith  married 
for  his  second  .wife  Miss  Sarah  E.  Macer,  of 
Saybrook,  who  bore  him  one  son,  Ralph  D. 
The  family  attend  the  Episcopal  church. 

In  1874  Mr.  Smith  came  to>  Saybrook,  and 
opened  an  establishment  where  he  gave  spec- 
ial attention  to  tinning  and  hardware,  carry- 
ing a full  line  of  stoves  and  hbusekeeping 
supplies,  and  recently  putting  in  a side  line  of 
bicycles.  He  has  been  very  successful  and  his 
prosperous  career  has  had  in  it  no  element  of 
accident,  hut  has  been  worked  out  by  honest 
industry,  hard  work  and  a thorough  knowl- 
edge Oif  all  circumstances  that  enter  into'  his 
business  relations. 

In  politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a Republican,  has 
been  chairman  of  the  town  committee  twelve 
years,  and  is  still  in  office.  He  has  been  first 
selectman  for  the  past  three  years ; has  been 
one  of  the  deputy  sheriffs  of  the  county;  was 
a member  of  the  constitutional  convention 
which  met  in  1902  to  frame  a new  State  Con- 
stitution ; and  in  the  Legislature  he  was  on  the 
committee  on  Engrossed  Bills,  and  also-  upon 
the  committee  upon  Expositions.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Smith  belongs  to  Siloam  Lodge  No.  32, 
F.  & A,  M. 

NATHANIEL  D.  MILLER,  of  the  Corn- 
stock,  Cheney  & Co.  factory,  located  at  Ivory- 
ton,  Conn.,  is  a descendant  of  an  old  and 
numerous  family,  for  whom  the  town  of  Miiller 
Place,  in  Suffolk  county,  L.  I.,  is  named. 

Charles  Miiller,  the  grandfather  of  Na- 
thaniel D.  was  a native  of  Miller  Place:,  who 
resided  there  all  his  life,  extensively  engaged 


in  farming,  and  in  furnishing  ship  lumber  for 
ship  construction,  owning  interests  in  various  I 
vessels  in  the  West  India  and  coasting  trade.  i 
Politically  he  was  a Republican,  but  was  not  1 
willing  to  accept  any  office  at  the  hands  of  the 
party;  he:  lived  a quiet,  Christian  life:,  and  was  | 
one  'of  the  leading  members  and  supporters  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  in  which,  he  was  a 
deacon  for  many  years.  Charles  Miller  mar-  1 
ried  Corrfinna  Miiller,  and  to  this  union  w'ere  j[ 
born:  Spafford,  deceased;  and  Edwin  N.,  the  I 

father  of  Nat  Irani  el  D. 

Edwin  N.  Miller  was  born  at  Miiller  Place, 
and  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  acad- 
emy of  his  native  place.  All  his  life  he  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming  on  the  home- 
stead where  he  died,  at  the:  age  of  fifty-one,  j 
during  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever.  A Re^  j 
publican  in  politics,  he,  like  his  father,  declined  I 
all  office,  and  was  a consistent  member  of  the  ! 
Congregational  Church.  Edwin  N.  Miller  ! 
married  Catherine  O.  Hopkins,  a daughter  of  1 
Samuel  Hopkins,  of  Miller  Place,  and  to  this  I 
union  were  born : Ellen  M.  who  married  El-  > 

bert  M.  Davis,  and  resides  at  Port  Jefferson, 

L.  I.,  wlhere  he  is  cashier  in  the  Bank  of  Port 
Jefferson;  Nathaniel  D. ; Charles  E.,  who  mar- 
ried Almira  Tboker,  and  is  engaged  in  the  . 
grocery  business  at  Port  Jefferson;  Catherine, 
who  died  at  the  same  time  as  her  father  ; Sam- 
uel H.,  who  married  Alilah  Tillotson;  and  [ 
Luetta  J.,  at  home,  unmarried. 

Nathaniel  D.  Miller  was  bom  February  7,  I 
1848,  at  Miller  Place,  L.  L,  and  there  attended 
the  district  schools  and  the  academy,  remain-  ! 
ing  at  home  up'  to  the  age  of  seventeen.  Long- 
ing to  see  something  of  the  world,  he  shipped  ’ 
before  the  mast,  on  a sailing  vessel  running  j 
between  New  York  and  the  West  Indies;  re-  j 
maining  on  the  water  for  four  years,  on  vari- 
ous vessels,  upon  some  of  which  he  held  the  l 
office  of  mate,  he  made  voyages  to  the  West 
Indies,  Mediterranean  ports,  and  to  the  ports 
of  South  America. 

On  account  of  many  changes,  in  the  com- 
mercial relations  of  different  countries,  im- 
provements in  ships,  and  progression  every- 
where following  upon  discoveries,  the  sailing 
business,  as.  a life  employment,  began  to  offer 
less  attraction  to  the  sensible,  thinking  young  f 
man,  and  Mr.  Miller  decided  to1  make  a change. 
Coming  tot  Ivory  ton  in  1870,  he  accepted  a l 
position  in  the  factory  of  the  Comstock,  Cheney  ! 
& Co.,  beginning  as  a factory  hand  in  the  ivory 
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department.  In  1874  he  was  made  foreman  in 
the  keyboard  factory,  and  is  now  a stockholder 
and  director  in  the  company. 

On  December  29,  1869,  Mr.  Miller  mar- 
ried, in  Miller  Place,  L.  I.,  Jennie  S.  Snow, 
born  February  20,  1848,  a daughter  of  Rev. 
Aaron  and  Abigail  (Hovey)  Snow,  and  to  this 
union  have  been  born  : ( 1 ) Aaron  Snow;, 

born  November  4,  1870,  attended  Vermont 
Academy,  and  the  New  Haven  Business  Col- 
lege, from-  which  he  graduated  in  1890,  and  is 
now  employed  in  the  offi’ce  of  The  Comstock, 
Cheney  & Co.  He  married  Sarah  Stannard, 
and  has  two  children,  Elizabeth  and  Doris. 
(2)  Florence  C.,  born  August  16,  1874,  mar- 
ried Rev.  Alliston  B.  Gifford,  of  the  ML  E, 
Church,  lives  in  Amherst,  Mass.,  and  has  one 
child,  Nathalie  B. 

In  youth  Mr.  Miller  joined  the  Mt.  Sinai 
Congregational  Church,  and  later  became  a 
member  of  the  Centerbrook  Church,  changing 
to  the  Ivoryton  Church  when  that  was  organ- 
ized. In  1880  he  was  chosen  church  treasurer 
at  Centerbrook,  and  has  retained  that  office 
continuously  ever  since.  Mr.  Miller  has  also 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school, 
and  Mrs.  Miller  is  one  of  the  leading  workers 
in  the  affairs  of  the  church  and  auxiliary  sob- 
rieties. In  1872  their  present  pleasant  home 
was  erected,  and  throughout  Ivoryton  there  are 
none  n tore  highly  esteemed  than  are  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Miller.  In  The  Comstock,  Cheney  & Co. 
Mr.  Miller  is  held  in  great  respect,  as  one  of 
the  oldest  of  its  employes.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  but  he  has  never  been  willing  to 
accept  political  honors. 

Rev.  Aaron  Snow,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Miller, 
was  horn  June  26,  1804,  in  Essex,  and  removed 
with  his  parents,  when  quite  voting,  to-  Deep 
River.  He  graduated  from  Yale  in  1835,  and 
engaged  in  preaching  in  various  places,  reg- 
i ulairly,  for  a,  time  at  Stamvich,  Conn.,  and,  al- 
though he  had  been  offered  more  lucrative 
positions,  finally  located  at  Buckingham*.  For 
twenty-one  years  he  labored  faithfully  there, 
then  was  called  to  Eastbury,  going  from  there 
to  Miller  Place,  where  lie  preached  thirteen 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  failing  health 
made  a change  necessary.  Although  he  served 
many  churches  as  a supply,  he  took  no  other 
charge,  and  his  last  days  were  spent  with  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Miller,  his  death  occurring 
March  1,  1880.  Aaron  Snow  first  married 
Sarah  Hoyt,  who  died  six  months  after  mar- 
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riage.  He  married  (second)  Mary  Treat,  arid 
to  them  one  daughter,  Mary  H.,  was  born, 
who  is  now,  the  wife  of  John  W.  Brown  of 
Port  Jefferson.  After  the  death  of  his  second 
wife,  he  married  (third)  November  11,  1846, 
Abigail  Hovev,  a native  of  Mansfield,  Conn., 
daughter  of  Edmund  and  Sophia  (Bulkley) 
Hovey;  she  is  now  residing  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Nathaniel  D.  Miller.  Although  a stanch 
Republican,  Mr.  Snow  desired  no  political 
recognition.  His  strong  Abolitionist  principles 
caused  him  to-  have  trouble  with  his  Eastbury 
congregation,  a powerful  sermon  preached  at 
the  time  of  the  John  Brown  excitement  caus- 
ing him  to-  deem  it  wise  to  sever  his  connection 
there. 

ROBERT  SELDEN  MITCHELL,  town 
clerk  of  Portland,  Middlesex  county  is  a 
courteous  and  accommodating  public  official, 
and  has  made  many  friends  by  his  obliging  dis- 
position and  faithful  performance  of  the  va- 
rious duties  that  are  placed  upon  him.  He 
is  generally  regarded  as  the  most  efficient  and 
popular  incumbent  who  has  ever  filled  the 
office  of  town  clerk. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  born  in  Portland,  No- 
vember 21,  1848,  son  of  Robert  A.  and  Susan 
(Brown)  Mitchell,  and  grandson  of  Zq>he- 
niah  Mitchell,  who  died  of  old  age  at  Mitchell 
Hill,  in  the  town  of  Chatham,  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Salmon  river.  He  was  a cooper 
by  trade.  Lie  had  a family  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  the  historian  briefly  speaks.  Horace 
went  to  Iowa,  and  since  the  Civil  war  no 
trace  of  him  has  been  found;  Erastus  was,  at 
last  reports,  an  officer  on  board  the  school 
ship  “St.  Mary,"  having  charge  of  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  boys  (all  trace  of  him  has  been 
lost);  Robert  A.,  is  mentioned  below;  and 
there  were  four  daughters  who  attained  wo- 
manhood. 

Robert  A.  Mitchell  was  horn  Oc  toiler  10, 
1819,  in  the  town  of  Chatham,  where  he  was 
reared,  and  when  nineteen  vears  of  age  lie 
went  to  Portland  and  entered  the  butcher 
business,  leaving  the  employment  of  Elizur 
Goodrich,  at  Gildersleeve,  to  take  up  this  work. 
Samuel  W ilcox,  his  employer  at  Portland,  was 
a very  successful  butcher,  who  combined  farm- 
ing and  the  meat  business  most  successfully. 
Mr.  Mitchell  learned  the  trade  thoroughly,  and 
when  lie  became  older  entered  it  himself,  anti 
was  for  fifty-one  years  a stockman,  lie  trav- 
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eled  as  far  west  as  Albany,  N.  Y.,  bought  cat- 
tle and  drove  them  back  to  Portland,  slaugh- 
tering en  route,  and  disposing  of  what  was 
left  at  Portland.  In  1839,  Portland,  Mr. 
Mitchell  married  Susan  Brown,  who-  was  born 
October  1,  1819,  in  that  place,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  (Holmes)  Brown,  who 
were  natives  of  Portland  and  East  Glaston- 
bury respectively.  Among  the  children  of  Rob- 
ert A.  and  Susan  Mitchell  was  a daughter, 
Elizabeth  M.,  who-  was  born  September  28, 
1850,  and  died  September  28,  1891  ; she  was 
the  wife  of  Edward  S.  Cadwell,  and  survived 
her  husband,  dying  at  the  home  of  Robert  S. 
Mitchell,  in  Portland. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  a Whig  in  early  life  and 
later  became  a Republican.  He  was  a promi- 
nent member  of  old  Freestone  Lodge,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  and  was  its  treasurer  for  years  previous;  to 
its  discontinuance.  His  wife  was  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  was  very  high- 
ly esteemed  in  that  body.  Mr.  Mitchell  was 
an  active  and  vigorous  man,  and  enjoyed  un- 
usual health  up-  to  the  illness  that  carried 
him  off  in  a few  days.  He  died  August  17, 
1889,  in  Portland,  and  was  buried  in  Trinity 
cemetery.  Mr.  Mitchell  left  the  record  of  a 
long  and  honorable  business  career,  unmarred 
by  deceit  or  fraud,  was  a well  known  citizen 
and  universally  respected.  His  widow  is  still 
living  in  Portland.  , 

Robert  S.  Mitchell  first  attended  the  “old 
stone  school”  in  Portland,  and  after  that  dis- 
trict No.  1.  In  April,  1861,  he  began  attend- 
ance upon  Bacon  Academy,  at  Colchester, 
Conn.,  was  a pupil  for  one  year  at  that  school, 
and  spent  another  year  at  the  private  school 
of  George  G.  McLean,  at  Pbrtland,  finishing 
his  schooling  at  Chase's  Institute  at  Middle- 
town.  When  a young  man  Mr.  Mitchell  took 
an  active  part  in  the  old  P'ortland  Lyceum, 
and  displayed  much  ability  in  its  debates.  On 
April  1,  1867,  he  hired  as  a clerk  to  the  firm 
of  S.  Gildersleeve  & Sons,  at  Gildersleeve,  and 
remained  with  them  until  January  I,  1869, 
when  he  entered  the  employ  of  Strong  & Mitch- 
ell, meat  dealers.  He  was  with  this  firm  two 
years,  when  he  became  the  junior  mlember  of 
the  meat  firm  of  R.  A.  Mitchell  & Son,  from 
Which  he  retired  in  October,  1878.  On  April 
1st,  following,  lie  became  engineer  for  the 
Shaler  & Hall  Quarry,  working  on  a 
hoisting  engine,  on,  which  he  was  engaged 
two  years,  then  becoming  foreman  of  what 


is-  known  as  the  cart  gang,  and  also  time 
keeper.  He  was  in  the  quarry  until  his  elec- 
tion; in  October,  1894,  as  town  clerk,  an  office 
which  he  has  held  continuously  to  the  present 
time.  He  is  also  a justice  of  the  peace,  assess- 
or, and  grand  juror,  and  ex-officio  registrar 
of  births,  marriages  and  deaths. 

Mr.  Mitchell  is  a Mason,  belonging  to  War- 
ren Lodge  No.  51,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which 
he  has  been  a member  since  1871.  He  has 
filled  various  offices  in  the  fraternity,  having 
been  secretary  for  the  past  twenty-four  years, 
and  is  well  up  in  the  mystic  lore  of  the  craft. 
He  holds  membership  in  Portland  Lodge,  No. 
35,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  where  lie  wias  initiated  Octo- 
ber 29,  1890,  has  been  recording  secretary 
since  his  entrance,  and  financial  secretary  since 
July,  1895.  Mr.  Mitchell  has  been  librarian 
of  the  Buck  Library,  in  Portland,  since  its 
opening,  and  is  a trustee  of  the  Masonic  Mu- 
tual Benefit  Association  of  Western  New 
York. 

Mr.  Mitchell  and  Miss  Jessie  L.  Andrews, 
of  Glastonbury,  were  wedded  December  29, 
1870.  She  was  born  July  24,  1849,  in  Port- 
land, daughter  of  George  H.  and  Louisa  H. 
(Kellum)  Andrew's.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell 
have  one  daughter,  Grace  Louise,  who-  -is  liv- 
ing at  home.  They  are  members  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  connected  with 
that  body.  Mr.  Mitchell  has  built  a good  home 
on  Fairview  avenue  and  he  and  his  family  are 
the  center  of  many  warm  friendships. 

CONRAD  G.  BACON,  a lawyer  of  ability 
of  Middletown,  and  widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  Middlesex  county,  is  a na- 
tive of  Middletown,  born  May  18,  1844.  He 
is  of  the  seventh  generation  in  descent  from, 
Nathaniel  Bacon,  and  of  the  eighth  generation  i 
from  William  Bacon,  of  the  Parish  of  Stretton,  f 
in  the  County  of  Rutland,  England.  The  line 
from  Nathaniel  is  as  follows:  Nathaniel, 

1630-1705;  Elder  John,  1662-1732;  Lieut. 
John,  1695-1781;  Joseph,  1728-1785;  Capt. 
John,  1776-1837;  John  P.,  1814-1898;  Conrad 
G.,  our  subject. 

John  P.  Bacon,  father  of  Conrad  G.,  was 
in  his  day  one  of  the  best  known  citizens 
of  Middletown,  in  which  city  he  passed  nearly 
his  entire  life.  He  was  born  there,  on  the 
west  side  of  Mlain  street,  just  north  of  Grand, 
son  of  Capt.  John  and  Martha  (Bates)  Ba- 
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con.  In  early  manhood  he  went  to  New  York 
City,  and  remained  in  business  there  for  sev- 
eral years,  in  1842  returning  to  Middle’town, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
At  one  time  he  was  in  business  with  his  brother 
William,  later  being  associated  with  his  sons 
under  the  firm  name  of  J.  P.  Bacon  & Sons, 
and  he  retired  from  business  pursuits  after 
nearly  sixty  years  of  active  life.  At  the  time 
of  his  decease,  November  26,  1898,  he  was 
vice-president  of  the  Middletown  Savings 
Bank,  with  which  he  had  been  connected  for 
forty-four  years,  as  trustee,  director,  etc.,  be- 
ing the  oldest  member  in  point  of  length  of 
service  connected  with  that  institution.  In  his 
political  predilections  he  was  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, and  one  of  the  old  “standbys”  of  the 
party.  For  years  he  served  as  selectman,  and 
his  administration  is  said  to  have  been  the  most 
economical  ever  recorded  in  the  town. 

On  May  14,  1838,  John  P.  Bacon  was  mar- 
ried in  Middletown  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  South- 
mayd,  who  was  born  March  4,  1819.  on  Ferry 
street,  in  that  city,  daughter  of  Col.  John  B. 
and  Elizabeth  (Perkins)  Southmayd,  a sketch 
of  whom  appears  elsewhere.  Children  were 
born  to  this  union  as  follows  : ( 1 ) John  Bluck- 
ley,  born  March  21,  1842,  enlisted  during  the 
Civil  war  at  Columbus,  Wis.,  in  the  Fourth 
Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and,  being  a good  pen- 
man, was  given  the  position  of  captain’s  clerk. 
After  the  war  he  came  to  Connecticut,  and 
for  some  time  was  agent  for  the  New'  York, 
New  Haven  & Hartford  railroad  at  Middle- 
town,  and  later,  in  the  same  capacity  was  at 
Meriden ; he  then  went  West  and  resided  in 
several  places.  He  is  now  a successful  mer- 
chant at  Pittsford,  N.  Y.  His  first  wife,  Mary 
(Axtel),  of  Columbus,  Wis.,  died  in  Middle- 
town,  Conn.;  his  present  wife  was  Miss  Fred 
rika  Rogers,  of  Pittsford,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have 
one  son,  John  Howard.  John  B.  Bacon  is  a 
prominent  Freemason,  a stanch  Democrat, 
and  a member  of  the  G.  A1.  R. ; he  is  a vestry- 
man in  the  Episcopal  Church.  (2)  Conrad 
G.  is  next  in  order  of  birth.  (3)  Ernest  M., 
born  in  December,  1846,  died  March  12,  1853. 
(4)  Sherman  Mitchell,  born  January  21,  1849, 
was  mlarried  March  30,  1870,  to  Arianna 
Pauline  Bailey  (sketch  elsewhere).  (5)  Au- 
gustus Southmayd,  bom  May  22,  1851,  mar- 
ried Rose  King  (sketch  elsewhere).  The  moth- 
er of  this  family  is  still  living  at  the  old  home- 


stead, enjoying  the  respect  and  esteem  of  hosts 
of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Conrad  G.  Bacon  was  born  May  18,  1844, 
on  Cherry  street,  Middletown,  in  what  was 
known  as  the  old  “Sage  House,”  and  received 
a liberal  education,  in  part  at  the  Green  street 
school,  in  part  at  the  high  school,  and  in  part 
at  D.  H.  Chase’s  school.  In  1869  he  entered 
the  New  Haven  Law  School,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1871,  and  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Middlesex  County  Bar  in  October,  1871, 
when  he  at  once  opened  a law  office  in  his 
native  city.  In  1874  he  was  elected  assistant 
clerk  of  the  Blouse  of  Representatives;  in  1875 
was  clerk  of  the  House,  and  in  1876  served  as 
clerk  of  the  Senate — all  of  which  positions  he 
filled  with  honor  to  himself  and  credit  to  his 
constituents.  While,  with  one  exception,  he 
did  not  seek  office  in  either  the  town  or  city 
government  up  to  the  time  of  his  candidacy 
for  the  postmastership  of  Middletown,  he  al- 
ways took  an  active  part  in  political  battles, 
and  did  much  effective  work  for  his  party. 
For  a few  years  in  the  eighties  he  was  en- 
gaged in  business  with  his  brother,  John  B., 
in  western  New}  York.  In  the  spring  of  1894 
he  made  an  effort  to'  secure  the  office  of  post- 
master at  Middletown,  and  not  long  afterward 
was  rewarded  by  receiving  the  appointment 
at  the  hands  of  President  Cleveland.  This 
position  be  held  four  years,  or  until  1898,  hav- 
ing entered  upon  his  duties  July  23.  1894. 
He  proved  an  efficient  and  courteous  official, 
and  the  entirely  acceptable  manner  in  which 
the  office  was  conducted  during  his  incum- 
bency showed  the  wisdom  of  his  appointment. 
With  the  exception  of  four  years  passed  in 
New  York  State,  in  business  with  his  brother, 
as  above  related,  Mr.  Bacon  has  been  a life- 
long resident  of  Middletown,  and  he  has  al- 
ways been  well  and  favorably  known  to  its 
citizens,  while  a successful  law  practice  has 
crowned  his  professional  lal)ors.  For  one  year 
he  served  as  town  clerk  of  Middletown,  and 
in  that,  as  in  all  his  other  duties,  lie  proved 
himself  a man  of  ripe  experience  and  good 
business  ability — promptness,  punctuality  and 
reliabilitv  being  among  his  prevailing  good 
qualities.  In  real  estate  he  has  dealt  not  a little, 
and  he  is  regarded  as  a good  judge  of  values. 

Conrad  G.  Bacon  has  been  twice  married. 
( )(n  Novemlier  4,  iSoS.  he  wedded  Miss  F.l- 
lena  Ives,  of  Meriden,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Will- 
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iam  G.  and  Lucy  J.  (Blirdsey)  Ives.  There 
was  but  one  child  of  this  union,  Ellena  Ives, 
bom  July  29,  1870,  who  was  married  October 
6,  1890,  to  Arthur  L.  Allin,  secretary  of  the 
Middletown  Savings  Bank ; their  children — 
Margaret,  born  November  30,  1891  ; John  W., 
born  Oictober  19,  1898,  who  died  October  27, 
1898;  and  Ellena,  born  October  11,  1899.  Mrs. 
Bacon  died  July  30,  1870.  On  September  15, 
1874,  Mr.  Bacon  wedded  Miss  Anna  Louise 
Donaldson,  w'ho  was  born  November  30,  1851, 
at  Toronto,  Canada,  daughter  of  Capt.  Will- 
iam and  Caroline  E.  (Bulkley)  Donaldson. 
One  son  has  blessed  this  union,  Frederick 
Stanley,  born  February  27,  1877,  he  was  a stu- 
dent at  Trinity  College,  class  of  '99,  and  Yale 
Law  School,  class  of  1902,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  June  of  that  year.  Mrs.  Bacon 
is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr. 
Bacon  is  affiliated  with  Apollo  Lodge,  K.  of 
P.,  at  Middletown,  and  is  eligible  to  member- 
ship in  the  Mayflower  and  kindred  societies, 
though  not  a member.  The  family  home  is 
part  of  the  original  Bacon  tract  owned  by  his 
ancestor,  Nathaniel,  when  Middletown  was 
first  settled. 

BILLINGS  NEFF  (deceased)  in  his  time 
probably  stood  as  high  in  respect  of  all  who 
knew  him  as  any  resident  of  Portland.  He 
lived  there  for  many  years,  and  made  his  word 
as  good  as  his  board. 

Billings  Neff  was  born  in  that  part  of 
Windham  which  is  now  the  town  of  Chaplin, 
Windham  county,  Conn.,  October  5,  1816,  a 
son  of  Elkanah  and  Sophia  (Fisk)  Neff,  and 
a grandson  of  John  and  Sarah  (Jennings) 
Neff.  John  Neff  was  a farmer  in  Windham 
county.  Elkanah  Neff  was  early  trained  to 
farming  and  made  it  his  life  work.  By 
his  marriage  with  Sophia  Fisk,  he  became  the 
father  of  five  children,  as  follows:  Lucius 

died  unmarried  in  Windham  county  at  the  age 
of  sixty-nine  years  ; Elathea  married  Benjamin 
Chappel,  and  died  in  Windham  county,  the 
mother  of  several  children ; Billings  was  the 
third  child  in  this  family;  Olive  married  John 
Cullum,  and  died  in  Berlin,  Mich. ; and  Mlason 
was  a farmer  at  Willim’antic,  Conn.,  and  died 
February  13,  1902.  Elkanah  Neff  served  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
eight  years.  His  widow1  lived  to-  be  eighty- 
three..  They  both,  sleep  in  the  cemetery  at 
Chaplin,  Connecticut. 


Billings  Neff  attended  school  (in  the  old 
days,  when  teachers  “boarded  round.”  The 
limited  means  of  the  family  early  obliged  him 
to  work  out  among  the  farmers,  and  though  a 
strong  and  sturdy  lad,  at  seventeen  he  could 
earn  only  fifty  dollars  a year,  in  the  current 
wages  of  the  time.  He  came  to  Portland  in 
1835,  and  at  that  time  it  was.  about  the  only 
place  where  a young  man  could  find  employ- 
ment at  general  labor.  Here  he  received  twelve 
dollars  a month  and  his  board,  and  worked 
from  daylight  to.  dark.  Pay  day  came  once 
in  the  summ'er,  and  during  the  first  year  he 
drew  oaily  ten  dollars  of  his  earnings,  and 
when  he  went  home  he  carried  money  enough 
to  buy  a yoke  of  oxen  for  his  father.  For 
several  seasons  he  worked  in  the:  Portland 
quarry,  and  spent  his  winters  at  home.  In  the 
spring  of  1837  he  entered  the  employment  of 
Experience  Starrs:,  on  a farm  at  Mansfield, 
Conn.  The  next  year  he  returned  to1  the  Port- 
land quarry,  on  a salary  of  seventeen,  dollars 
a month.  During  his  thirty  years  in  the 
quarry,  he  rose  from  the  lowest  position  to  that 
of  overseer.  In  1850  he  was  employed  in  the 
ship  yard  at  Gildersleeve,  after  which  he  came 
back  to  the  Middlesex  quarry,  and  had  charge 
of  a gang  oif  men  for  twenty-two  years..  Pie 
began  as  stated,  with  a salary  of  twelve  dollars 
a month,  and  quit  with  a salary  of  three  dol- 
lars and  seventy-five  cents  per  day.  He  was 
often  offered  positions  in  other  quarries,  but. 
preferred  to.  remain  where  he  wlas.  In  1872 
he  left  the  quarry  and  engaged  in  farming, 
raising  tobacco.  and  other  products.  He  built 
a house  near  the  Methodist  Church,  and  in 
1881  he  erected  the  handsome  edifice  which 
wlas  his  home  at  the  tiir.te  of  his  death.  Feta 
ruiary  2,  1900.  Mr.  Neff  was  twice  married. 
In  Portland  lie  married  Miss  Bartlett,  who  was 
born  in  that  town  in  1820,  a.  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Bartlett.  She  died  April  24,  1869,  and  is. 
buried  in  Center  cemetery.  One  son,  Charles 
Heni'y,  blessed  this  union.  The  wedding  of 
Mr.  Neff  and  Miss  Bartlett  was  the  first  to 
take  place  in  the  present  town  of  Portland. 
For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Neff,  on  Januai'y  26, 
1870,  married  Miss  M:aria:  J.  Hopkins:,  who 
was  born  in  Middletown,  in  January,  1841,  a 
daughter  of  Russell  Hopkins,  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812.  Mr.  Neff  cast  his  first  vote  in 
1840  for  William  Henry  Harrison,  and  ever 
after  voted  for  Whig  and  Republican  presiden- 
tial candidates,  and  missed  but  one  town  elec- 
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lion.  He  was  first  elected  tax  collector  in 
1855,  and  from!  1866  to  1888  served  continu- 
ously in  that  position,  making  a record  of 
twenty-eight  terms.  His  first  collections  were 
less  than  seven  thousand  dollars,  and  his  last 
over  fifty  thousand  dollars.  This  was  a posi- 
tion in  which  his  business  characteristics  were 
conspicuous.  He  had  also,  served  as  constable. 
He  'belonged  to  the  First  Congregational 
church,  and  filled  several  offices  in  the  Society. 
At  the  time  the  old  militia  disbanded  he  had 
been  a lieutenant  for  three  years,  and  he  was 
an  active  and  vigorous  man  to  the  end  of  his 
life.  He  belonged  to  the  Independent  Order 
, of  Odd  Fellows  when  it  first  started  in  Port- 
land. Throughout  the  many  years  of  his 
career  he  always  gave  satisfaction  wherever 
employed,  and  was  able  to.  get  a situation  the 
! second  time  if  he  wished  it. 

Charles  H.  Neff,  son  of  Billings  and 
Jane  (Bartlett)  Neff,  was  born  December  26, 
1846,  in  Portland,  where  he  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools,  George  McLean  and  Huber  Clark 
j!  being  among  his  early  teachers.  He  went  to 
work  at  the  Portland  quarry  when  he  became 
I a young  man,  and  for  twenty  years  was  a 
quarryman).  In  his  later  life  he  engaged  in 
faimiing  with  his  father,  but  for  some  time  has 
been  retired.  He  is  a naturalist,  taking  much 
pleasure  in  the  last  twenty-five  years  in  the 
collection  of  curios  and  Indian  relics,  and  he 
has  a fine  store  of  native  birds,  snakes,  insects 
and  Indian  relics,  and  a special  case  of  bird’s 
eggs.  He  gave  the  Wadsworth  Athenaeum 
at  Hartford  a superb  collection  of  bird-nests. 
A careful  reader,  he  is  thoroughly  posted  along 
| these  various  lines.  In  1901  he  traveled  ex- 
tensively through  the  United  States,  visiting 
I San  Francisco  and  Portland,  and  spending  a 
!'  week  in  Yellowstone  Park.  Like  his  father  he 
is  a Republican,  and  has  been  registrar  of 
voters  in  Portland,  and  served  one  year  on  the 
j Ixxird  of  relief.  Mr.  Neff  is  a stockholder  in  the 
Middlesex  quarry,  and  holds  other  quarry 
stock.  He  is  a man  of  simple  habits  and  retir- 
ing disposition,  and  like  his  venerable  father 
his  word  is  never  questioned. 

FREDERICK  HALE  DUNHAM,  the 
present  first  selectman  of  the  town  of  Chat- 
ham, Middlesex  county,  and  one  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  his  community,  is  a descend- 
ant of  an  honorable  Connecticut  ancestrv. 

Levi  Dunham,  son  of  Isaac  Dunham,  of 


Hebron,  married  Anna  Waddamis,  daughter 
of  Caleb  Waddams,  June  24,  1779.  Their  chil- 
dren : Levi,  born  December  18,  1780;  Elijah 

Rodney,  July  14,  1783;  Sylvester  Chester,  July 
12,  1785  ; Anna,  January  4,  1788;  Asa,  Decem- 
ber 30,  1789;  Betsey,  June  8,  1792;  Abraham, 
August  23,  1794;  Grin,  August  31,  1803. 

[From  Glastonbury  T own  Records].  Levi 
Dunham  died  January  23,  1821,  aged  seventy- 
five  years.  His  wife,  Anna,  died  June  28, 
1844,  aged  eightv-four  years.  Both  are  buried 
in  East  Glastonbury,  in  the  cemetery  at  the 
junction  of  the  Mott  Hill  road  and  the  Hart- 
ford & New  London  turnpike.  By  occupation 
he  wfas  probably  a farmer,  and  he  lived  at  one 
time  in  what  was  then  Glastonbury,  but  is  now 
a part  of  Marlboro,  afterward  moving  to  what 
is  now  Glastonbury.  All  of  his  children  ex- 
cept Sylvester  Chester,  Afina,  Betsey  and  Orin, 
left  Marlboro-,  prior  to  1820. 

Sylvester  Chester  Dunham  married  Mrs. 
Lucy  ( Cole ) Phelps,  sister  of  Mary  Cole,  who 
married  Asa  Dunham.  Both  were  daughters 
of  Mbses  Cole,  who  lived  in  East  Hampton, 
where  Frederick  H.  Dunham  now  lives.  Syl- 
vester Chester  Dunham  died  in  Marlboro  De- 
cember 29,  1862.  His  grandson,  Henry  C. 
Dunham,  is  now  living  in  Middletown,  Conn., 
and  his  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  C.  Brew- 
ster, sister  of  Henry  C.,  resides  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  at  No.  442  Putnam  avenue. 

Anna  Dunham  married  Asahel  Post,  who 
died  January  13,  1839.  She  died  in  Bay  City, 
Mich.,  about  1875.  Her  granddaughter,  Mrs. 
Esther  Lewis,  lives  in  Stafford  Springs,  Conn. 

Betsey  Dunham  died  in  Marlboro,  Janu- 
ary 10,  1879,  unmarried.  By  occupation  she 
was  a tailoress,  and  she  resided  in  Glaston- 
bury and  Marlboro. 

Orin  Dunham  died  in  Chatham,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1879. 

Asa  Dunham,  grandfather  of  Frederick 
H.,  rfiarried,  in  Chatham,  Marv  Cole, 
a native  of  Chatham,  and  sister  of 
Mrs.  Lucy  Cole  (Phelps),  who  nvar- 
ried  his  brother,  Sylvester  Chester.  Their 
children  were:  Asa  Clark,  born  August  13. 

1821.  married  Nancy  Warner;  lie  was  a farm- 
er, and  passed  all  his  life  in  Marlboro.  Henry 
Miles,  born  January  14.  1824.  is  mentioned 
below.  Lewis  Edwin,  bom  November  19, 
1825.  is  mentioned  below,  Moses  Cole,  !>orn 
July  12,  1829,  died  in  young  manhood.  lames 
Everett,  horn  October  24,  1831,  died  in  Marl- 
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boro,  unmarried.  Lewis  Edwin,  the  only  one 
now  living,  graduated  from  the  Methodist 
Biblical  Institute,  Concord,  N.  H.,  (now  the 
theological  department  of  Boston  University) 
in  1853,  and  in  April  1854,  joined  what  is  now 
the  New  England  Southern  Conference,  of 
which  he  is  at  present  a superannuated  mem- 
ber. His  work  was  principally  in  southern 
Massachusetts,  and  eastern  Connecticut.  He 
went  to  Providence  in  1872.  On  March  22, 
1855,  he  married  Miss  Lucy  Mayhew,  Look, 
of  West  Tisbury,  Mass.,  who.  died  October  14', 
1901,  and  was  buried  in  her  native  place. 
Tjhey  had  one  daughter,  Julia  A. 

Asa  Dunham,  the  grandfather,  was  born 
in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  and  resided  there  until 
after  his  marriage,  removing  then  to  Marlboro, 
Conn.,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  where 
he  became  a large  landholder,  extensive  farmer 
and  stock  grower,  and  was  in  affluent  circum- 
stances. Mr.  Dunham  also  dealt  quite  consid- 
erably in  lumber,  and  had  a number  of  men 
in  his  employ,  his  business  requiring  him  to 
furnish  a large  amiount  of  timber  to  New 
York,  which  he  had  hauled  to  Middle  Had- 
dam,  and  sent  from  there  by  'boat  to  its  destin- 
ation. M|r.  Dunham  was  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, • although  he  accepted  no  political  office. 
He  died  in  November,  1864,  at  the  age  of  near- 
ly seventy-five  years,  and  w'as  buried  at  Marl- 
boro Center.  His  wife  survived  more  than  a 
year,  dying  in  February,  1866,  at  the  age  of 
eighty. 

Henry  Miles  Diunham  was  born  January 
14,  1824,  in  Marlboro,  in  a house  which  still 
stands.  Until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  he 
attended  the  district  schools,  coming  at  the 
age  of  twelve  into  Chatham,  but  later  went 
back  to'  the  farm,  and  remained  there  up  to 
the  age  of  twenty-three.  At  this  time  he  went 
to  live  with  his  aunt,  Esther  Cole,  who  then 
resided  upon  the  farm  in  Chatham  which  Fred- 
erick H.  Dunham  nowi  occupies.  He  remained 
with  her  during  her  life,  inherited  her  proper- 
ty, and  remained  upon  it  as  long  as  he  lived. 
Mr.  Dunham  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
also  did  a large  lumber  business.  His  death  re- 
sulted froml  a fall  which  injured  his  spine  and 
he  lived  but  one  week  after  the  accident,  dying 
July  28,  1893,  on  his  farm  in  Chatham,  where 
he  was  buried. 

Mr.  Dunham  was  a prominent  member 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  represented  Chat- 
ham in  the  Legislature  of  1857,  and  also  in 


1874.  He  was  a member  of  the  board  of 
selectmen  during  the  Civil  war,  also  held  the 
office  of  assessor  for  several  terms,  and  served 
as  deputy  sheriff  under  Colonel  Lewis  of  Es- 
sex. In  addition  he  was  very  active  in  the 
religious  affairs  of  the  town.  For  many  years 
he  was  a leading  member  of  the  Congregation- 
al Church,  and,  with  time,  personal  attention 
and  liberal  hand,  assisted  in  the  building  of  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Chatham,  which  is 
now  used  by  the  Swedish  Lutheran  congrega- 
tion of  East  Hampton.  Mr.  Dunham  was  an 
excellent  man  of  business,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  wlas  very  generally  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  substantial  citizens  of  the  town. 

Henry  M.  Dunham  was  married,  April  18, 
1849, to  Miss  Tirzah  M.  Hale,  born  November 
5,  1826,  in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  daughter  of 
George  and  Ann  (Risley)  Hale,  the  former 
of  whom,  died  in  1847,  aged  forty-four  years, 
and  the  latter  in  1895  aged  ninety-one  years. 
George  Hale  was  a farmer,  and  resided  in 
North  Glastonbury.  The  following  children 
were  born  to  Henry  M.  Dunham  and  wife: 
Frederick  Hale,  September  9,  1850;  Alfred 
Henry,  August  23,  1853;  and  Arthur  Cole, 
December  6,  1855  (died  January  19,  1879). 
Of  these,  Alfred  H.  was  for  two  years  em- 
ployed as  a dry  goods  salesman  in  Hartford, 
later  was  in  the  decorating  house-  of  Platt  & 
Thompson,  in  New  Haven,  for  two  years,  and 
was  one  of  the  first  men  to  locate  at  Cape 
Nome,  Alaska,  where  he  is  conducting  a very 
successful  drug  business.  . •;  . 

Frederick  H.  Dunham,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  review,  wlas  born  at  his  present-  home. 
Five  years  of  his  boyhood  were  spent  in  at- 
tendance at  the  district  schools,  and  a period 
in  the  high  school  of  East  Hampton.  Until 
1875  be  remained  on  the  home  farm,  and  then 
became  engaged  in  the  meat  business,  in  asso- 
ciation with  Le  Grand  Carpenter,  of  Elast 
Hampton,  under  the  firm!  style  of  Carpenter 
& Dunham,  the  business  continuing  thus  for 
five  years,  when,  uipo-n  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Carpenter,  Mr.  Dunham  assumed  sole  control. 
During  the  succeeding  ten  years  he  carried  on 
the  business  very  successfully,  giving  his  per- 
sonal supervision  to-  its  details,  even  to-  the 
slaughtering  of  the  beeves,  which  he  bought  in 
New  York.  In  1890  Mr.  Dunham  dis- 
posed of  this  business  and  assumed  the 
management  of  the  home  farm,  and 

since  that  time  has  been  closely  iden- 
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tified  with  general  farming,  stock  raising, 
stock  dealing,  and  the  getting  out  of  railroad 
timber.  The  fine  property  owned  by  Mr.  Dun- 
ham comprises  800  acres,  the  land  lying  in 
the  towns  of  Chatham,  Marlboro,  Glastonbury 
and  Portland. 

Mr.  Dunham)  has  been  one  of  the  active 
Democrats  of  his  locality,  and  has  been  called 
upon  to  serve  in  many  important  positions, 
most  acceptably  on  the  board  of  selectmen  for 
many  years,  and  since  1898  'he  has  been  fill- 
ing the  honorable  position  of  first  selectman. 
His  financial  ability  has  been  of  use  on  the 
board,  and  since  his  first  term  as  one  of  its 
members  the  town  debt  has  been  reduced  $50,- 
000.  In  1878  his  fellowrcitizens  showed 
their  appreciation  of  his  services  and  character 
by  electing  him  toi  the  State  Legislature,  as 
colleague  of  Hubert  Carpenter,  and  while  there 
he  served  faithfully  and  efficiently  on  the  com- 
mittee on  Constitutional  Amendments.  In 
18911  Mir.  Dunham!  was  again  honored,  and 
during  that  term  wlas  a colleague  of  Wiilliam 
H.  Bevin,  and  served  acceptably  on  the  com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Bridges.  Mr.  Dunham 
is  highly  esteemed  by  members  of  both  polit- 
ical parties,  and,  while  he  is  known  to-  be  strong 
in  his  partisanship,  and  never  swerving  in  his 
loyalty  to  his  friends,  he  also’  possesses  the 
courage  of  his  convictions,  and  never  fears  to 
follow  where  they  lead.  , 

On  October  16,  1878,  Mr.  Dunham  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Day,  born  in  1850, 
in  Portland,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Isaac  Day. 
She  died  March  5,  1890,  and  her  only  child, 
Arthur,  died  in  infancy.  On  December  20, 
1893,  in  Middle  Haddam,  Mr.  Dunham  was 
married  to  Miss  Harriet  L.  Hall,  born  May 
23,  1871,  daughter  of  Nathan  R.  and  Emma 
(Parker)  Hall.  The  children  of  this  marriage 
are:  Esther,  born  May  31,  1895,  and  Howard, 
October  10,  1898. 

Fraternally  Mir.  Dunham  is  connected  with 
Anchor  Lodge,  No.  112,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and 
Bellville  Chapter,  No.  46,  O.  E.  S.,  at  Fast 
Hampton,  of  which  latter  Mrs.  Dunham  is  also 
a member.  Mr.  Dunham  is  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  at  Fast  1 lampton, 
while  Mrs.  Dunham  belongs  to  the  Episcopal 
Church  at  Middle  Haddaml 

Cole  Family.  Mbses  Cole,  great- 
great-grandfather  of  Frederick  II.  Dunham, 
came  to  Chatham,  Conn.,  from  Cape  Cod,  and 
settled  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  where 


he  built  a log  house  a shlort  distance  north 
of  the  present  residence  of  Mr.  Dunham.  He 
was  married  prior  to  'his  removal  fromi  Cape 
Cod. 

Moses  Cole  (2),  son  of  Moses,  married 
Mary  Clark,  of  Chatham,  and  always  resided 
upon  the  farm  on  which  his  father  settled ; 
there  his  last  days  were  spent.  A large  tract 
of  land  came  under  his  ownership,  on  the  west 
side  of  Lake  Pocatapaug,  south  of  Mr.  Dun- 
ham’s present  farm-,  consisting  of  a tract  about 
two  miles  long  and  one  mile  wide.  In  1794 
he  erected  the  present  substantial  home,  now 
the  property  of  Frederick  H.  Dunham.  He 
w>as  known  as  a man  of  probity  and  Christian 
character.  His  children  were : Solomon, 

married  (first)  a Miss  Porter,  and  (second) 
Mary  Hale ; he  was  a cabinet  maker  by  trade ; 
he  removed  to  Glastonbury,  where  he  lived 
to  be  almost  100  years  of  age,  and  left  a large 
farm  in  that  vicinity.  Eunice,  wife  of  Lot 
Hudson,  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years. 
James,  who  was  a cooper  by  trade,  died  un- 
married, in  middle  life,  on  the  old  homestead, 
in  Chatham.  Esther  died  unmjarried,  on  the 
old  homestead.  Lucy  married  Sylvester.  C. 
Dunham,  and  died  in  Marlboro.  Rachel  mar- 
ried John  Isham,  a large  cloth  manufacturer, 
of  Canaan,  Conn.,  where  they  lived  and  died. 
Mary  married  Asa  Dunham,  and  they  were  the 
grand-parents  of  Frederick  Hale  Dunhamt,  of 
Chatham.  Nathan  married  a Miss  Curtis  and 
moved  to  the  State  of  New  York,  where  a 
branch  of  the  family  is  located. 

Frederick  H.  Dunham  possesses  an  ances- 
cestry  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud,  the  rec- 
ords telling  of  honest,  industrious  lives,  given 
to  the  betterment  of  the  communities  in  which 
they  lived,  and  establishing  a name  which  re- 
flects credit  upon  those  who  have  a right  to 
bear  it. 

CHARLES  A.  KIRTLAND,  owner  and 
publisher  of  the  Deep  River  X c:e  Era.  is  one  of 
the  well-known  men  of  Middlesex  county.  1 le 
was  born  in  Old  Saybrook,  June  14,  1855,  son 
of  the  late  Hon.  Ozias  II.  Kirtland.  1 1 is  edu- 
cation was  derived  from  the  public  schools  and 
the  Seabury  Institute,  the  latter  in  its  day  a 
prominent  educational  institution  for  boys. 
His  first  introduction  to  the  cares  and  busi- 
ness ot  life  began  when  lie  was  only  sixteen 
years  of  age.  at  which  time  he  began  earning1 
the  mails  between  the  railroad  station  and  the 
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post  office  in  Old  Saybrook.  At  the  same  time 
he  was  employed  about  the  lumber  yard  of 
Kirtland  & Clark,  of  which  firm  his  father  was 
a member. 

Young  Kirtland  was  a youth  of  large  phys- 
ique, great  strength,  and  was  utterly  fearless. 
Recognizing  these  qualities,  together  with  the 
ability  for  the  successful  handling  of  men, 
John  I.  Hutchinson,  then  high  sheriff  of  Mid- 
dlesex county,  appointed  him  as  deputy.  After 
serving  in  that  capacity  two  years  he  re- 
signed to  accept  the  position  of  mail  agent  be- 
tween Saybrook  Point  and  Springfield,  M'ass. 
This  was  only  a few  years  after  the  building 
of  the  Hartford  & Connecticut  Valley  railroad 
and  in  order  to  complete  his  run  it  was  nec- 
essary to  change  cars  at  Hartford  and  run 
from  that  city  to  Springfield  by  the  Connecti- 
cut Central  railway.  Later,  owing  to  the  great 
increase  off  mail  on  the  Valley  road  his  run 
run  was  shortened  to  extend  only  between  Say- 
brook and  Hartford.  While  mail  agent 
Mr.  Kirtland  instituted  a number  of  changes 
for  facilitating  the  handling  of  mail,  both  in 
the  car,  and  in  post  offices  along  the  houte,  sub- 
ject,. of  course,  to  the  approval  of  the  govern- 
ment. and  he  takes  much  satisfaction  in  the 
knowledge  that  many  of  the  same  methods  are 
in  use  in  the  postal  department  to-day. 

In  1885,  when  President  Cleveland  as- 
sumed office,  Mr.  Kirtland,  knowing  that  he 
was  liable  to  have  a successor,  owing  to  a 
change  of  administration,  resigned,  and  in  the 
same  year  purchased  The  New  Era , founded 
in  1874,  by  Francis  Sheldon.  The  paper  was 
then  in  a languishing  condition,  the  proprietor 
having  been  dead  a year  or  two,  and  the  busi- 
ness being  without  a responsible  head.  Mr. 
Kirtland  brought  to  it  active  management,  a 
large  personal  following  and  business  acumen. 
Ever  ready  to  advance  rather  than  to  stand 
still,  and  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  im- 
provement meant  increased  receipts,  he  added 
by  these  means  largely  toi  the  circulation  of 
hits  paper  and  to  its  advertising  patronage.  Its 
influence  is  to-day  a factor  in  the  affairs  of 
lower  Middlesex  county. 

Upon  the  election  of  Benjamin  Harrison 
to  the  presidency  Mr.  Kirtland  was  re-appoint- 
ed mail  agent,  serving  only  a year,  after  which 
he  received  the  appointment  of  postmaster  of 
Deep  River.  During  his  administration  of 
four  years  the  office  was  permanently  located 


in  the  present  town  building  and  its  fitting 
and  appointments  made  according  tot  his  ideas. 
It  is  said  to  be  the  best  office  in  any  country 
town  in  the  State. 

In  the  fall  of  1893  Mr.  Kirtland  established 
The  Connecticut  Eastern  Nezvs,  a weekly 
newspaper  in  Mantic,  but  after  two  years  sold 
it,  the  new  owner  merging  it  into'  the  Sound 
Breeze,  in  Old  Lyme.  In  the  spring  of  the 
following  year  he  began  the  publication  of 
the  Shore  Recorder,  at  Clinton,  and  this  he 
also  sold.  In  April,  1900,  the  Middletown 
Tribune  Company  was  organized  and  Mr. 
Kirtland  was  chosen  president.  The  company 
continued  the  publication  of  the  Tribune,  a 
daily  paper,  for  a number  of  months,  and  then 
leased  the  plant.  Mr.  Kirtland  is  still  presi- 
dent of  the  company. 

Mi.  Kirtland  married  M'ary  E.  M.  Ingham, 
of  Old  Saybrook.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Those  living  are  Ethel,  wife  of  Robert  Rankin ; 
and  Marion,  a school  teacher.  Both  reside  in 
Deep  River,  the  latter  with  her  parents.  Mr. 
Kirtland  has  many  friends  and  is  stanch  and 
true  in  his  friendships.  He  has  seen  much  of  po- 
litical life  in  his  section  of  the  State,  and  is  and 
always  has  been  an  ardent  Republican.  In 
his  fraternal  relations  he  is  a member  of  Trini- 
ty Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Webb  Lodge,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  of  Unity  Grange,  P.  of  H. ; and  he 
is  a vice-president  of  the  Connecticut  Editorial 
Association. 

CHARLES  O.  STONE,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing contractors  and  builders  of  Middletown, 
Conn.,  is  a well-known  business  man  of  Mid- 
dlesex county.  His  work  is  characterized  by 
thoroughness  and  integrity  throughout,  and  it 
has  become  the  measure  of  excellence  in  that 
line. 

(I)  The  Stone  Family  was  early  planted  in 
NeW  England.  William  Stone,  born  in  1608, 
came  to  America  in  1639,  in  Rev.  Henry  Whit- 
field’s company,  which  also*  included  Gov- 
ernor Leete,  and  he  settled  in  Guilford.  He 
was  the  eighth  signer  of  the  Plantation  Cov- 
enant. His  death  occurred  in  1683.  His 
wife’s  name  was  Hannah. 

(II)  Benajah  Stone,  son  of  William1  and 
Hannah,  was  born  in  1649,  and  married  Hes- 
tor  Kirby.  He  died  in  1738. 

(III)  Benajah  Stone  (2),  son  of  Bena- 
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jah,  was  born  in  Guilford,  and  there  married 
Hannah  de  Wolfe.  His  death  occurred  in 
I7I4- 

(IV)  Benajah  Stone  (3),  son  of  Benajah 
(2),  was 'born  in  1708.  He  moved  from  the 
family  home  in  Guilford,  and  made  New  Mil- 
ford his  place  of  residence.  His  wife  was 
Mary  Chittenden. 

(V)  Capt.  Benjamin  Stone,  son  of  Bena- 
jah (3),  was  born  in  1739,  and  died  at  his 
home  in  New  Milford  in  1830.  He  is  said 
to  have  been  a powerful  man  physically.  He 
was  a soldier  in  the  French  and  Indian  war  in 
1760,  and  was  a captain  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.’  It  is  said  he  enlisted  the  greater  part 
of  the  men  who  went  from  New  Milford.  He 
married  Amy  Tolies,  who  was  horn  in  1 7 39’ 
and  died  in  1804. 

(VI)  Joel  Stone,  son  of  Capt.  Benjamin 
was  born  in  1775,  and  followed  farming  and 
shoemaking.  His  death  occurred  in  i860.  His 
wife,  Chloe  Brown,  was  horn  in  1776,  and 
died  in  1866. 

(VII)  Russell  Stone,  son  of  Joel,  was  torn 

in  1801,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  western 
Connecticut.  In  1844  he  removed  to  New 
Milford,  where  he  died  in  1881,  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years.  He  married  Laura  A.  Hal- 
lock,  who  was  born  in  18I0,  and1  who  died  in 
1889.  Their  children  were  as  follows  : Earl, 

of  Milton,  N.  Y.,  Charles  O.. ; Frances,  who 
married  Charles  Edmunds,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six;  Richard,  who  carries  on  the 
old  home  farm  in  New  Milford;  Miss  Harriet, 
who  resides  with  Richard ; and  Don  Alonzo, 
who  died  when  fifteen  years  old.  1 he  father 
was  a Democrat,  and  a faithful  citizen.  He 
belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church,  and  took  a 
deep  interest  in  its  prosperity. 

s (VIII)  Charles  O.  Stone,  son  of  Russell 
and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  horn  in 
Washington,  Conn.,  February  7,  1840,  and  in 
1862  located  in  Middletown.  FI  is  school  priv- 
ileges were  limited  as  he  attended  school  hut 
the  three  winter  months  of  each  year  until  he 
wias  eighteen.  At  that  age  he  left  home  to  learn 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  under  the  instruction  of 
B.  P.  Beach,  of  Washington.  For  each  of  the 
three  years  which  he  devoted  to  his  apprentice- 
ship he  received  respectively  $30,  $35  and  $40. 
He  was  a careful  and  thorough  workman,  and 
after  his  trade  was  learned,  he  worked  as  a 
journeyman  in  Newt  Milford  until  he  moved 
to  Durham,  where  he  built  a house  for  Henry 


E.  Nettleton.  It  was  not  until  1876  that  Mr. 
Stone  began  business  for  himself  and  entered 
upon  that  building  and  contracting  career  that 
has  been  both  profitable  and  creditable  to  him. 
Fie  did  his  first  work  as  an  independent  con- 
j traotor  and  builder  when  he  erected  a house 
for  Prof.  Calvin  Harrington,  in  Middletown. 
Among  the  principal  buildings  he  has  con- 
structed since  that  _ time  may  to  mentioned 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Building,  the  Middlesex  Bank- 
ing Company’s  Building,  the  South  Church 
parsonage,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,] 
the  Psi  Upsilon  and  Eclectic  Club  Houses, 
the  Fayerweather  Gymnasium,  and  the  resi- 
dence of  E.  K.  Hubbard.  He  also  constructed 
the  six-story  addition  to  the  store  of  J.  H. 
Bunce,  and  had  to  do  with  much  construction 
not  here  mentioned. 

On  November  29.  1866,  Mr.  Stone  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Rose  C.  Nettleton, 
who  was  torn  in  Durham  August  15,  1840, 
a daughter  of  Henry  E.  and  Cornelia  (Camp) 
Nettleton.  (See  sketch  elsewhere.)  Mrs. 
Stone  attended  the  Durham  schools  until  she 
was  twelve  years  old,  and  also  attended  the 
New  Britain  Normal  School.  At  the  early  age 
of  fifteen,  she  began  teaching  in  North  Guil- 
ford, and  “boarded  round."  During  her  ten 
years  of  experience  as  a teacher  she  taught 
in  North  Guilford,  New  Milford,  and  Dur- 
ham, Conn.  Children  were  torn  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stone  as  follows:  (1)  Frances  L., 

born  December  19,  1868,  died  July  1,  1872. 
(2)  Clifton  1.,  torn  March  12,  1871.  lives  in 
Southington,  Conn. ; he  married  Cornelia  G. 
Frost,  and  has  two  children.  Marion  Cornelia, 
and  Dorothy  Q.  (3)  Berkley  C.,  born  January 
14,  1873,  graduated  from  the  Middletown  high 
school  in  the  class  of  1890,  and  is  now  in  busi- 
ness with  his  father.  In  April  1895.  he  wor- 
ried Florence  F.  Fairchild,  who  died  January 
26,  1897.  They  had  one  child,  Amy  Florence, 
torai  in  March,  1896.  On  Octoljer  1,  1900.  he 
married  Annie  Bragdon.  and  to  this  marriage 
a son,  Charles  Bragdon,  was  tom  July  1.  1901. 
j (4)  Cornelia  IF,  tom  February  1.  1875, 

| graduated  from  the  Middletown  high  school  in 
I the  class  of  1893.  and  from  Wesleyan  t'niver- 
I sitv  in  thle  class  of  1897:  she  is  a teacher  at 
Chelsea,  Mass.,  and  has  charge  of  the  Bio- 
logical dej>artment  in  the  High  School.  (5) 
Harry  R.,  tom  August  10,  1878,  was  gradu- 
ated front  Wesleyan  University  in  1899,  and 
is  now  a medical  student  at  Johns  Hopkins 
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University.  Mr.  Charles  O.  Stone  is  ia  Demo- 
crat, and  after  serving  in  the  common  council 
two  years,  declined  a re-election.  He  has  been 
an  Odd  Fellow  since  1874,  and  is  also  a mem- 
ber1 of  fhe  Red  Men  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 

Through  his  grandmother,  Mrs.  Chloe 
(Brown)  Stone,  Charles  O.  Stone's  ancestral 
line  is  traced  to  John  Tilley  and  wife,  who 
came  to  Amierica  in  the  “Mayflower’’  in  1620. 
They  were  accompanied  by  their  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  w'ho>  wa:s  born  in  1607.  Both  John 
Tilley  and  his  wife  died  in  the  winter  of 
1620-21.  John  Tilley  was  the  sixteenth  signer 
of  the  Mayflower  Compact.  As  he  and  his 
wife  both  died  during  that  first  dreadful  win- 
ter, their  little  daughter,  then  but  thirteen 
years  of  age,  became  a member  of  Governor 
Carver’s  family.  It  is  supposed  that  she  was 
Gov.  Carver’s  granddaughter,  and  “The  Old 
Hartford  Bible’’  has  a record  to  that  effect, 
but  there  is  no  positive  proof.  Another  mem- 
ber of  the  Governor’s  family  was  John  How- 
land, who  was  ‘born  in  1592,  and  who  was 
the  thirteenth  signer  of  the  Compact.  When 
the  Governor  and  his  wife  had  both  passed 
away,  John  Howland  and  Elizabeth  Tilley 
w7ere  wedded,  probably  in  1621  or  1623. 
They  became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  four 
sons  and  six  daughters,  among  whom  was 
Lydia,  who  married  James  Brow  in.  John  How- 
land Was  one  of  the  leading  men  in  the  colony, 
and  “he  died  at  Rocky  Nook,  Kingston,  1672, 
when  he  had  reached  four  score  years.”  Eliza- 
beth (Tilley)  Howland  passed  the  years  of 
her  widowhood  with  her  daughter,  Lydia 
Brown,  and  died  and  was  buried  from,  the 
Brown  home  in  Swanzey.  Her  will  is  given 
in  full,  in  which  she  mentions  her  grand- 
children, James,  Jabez  and  Dorothy  Brown, 
and  appoints!  her  son,  Jabez  Howland,  and 
son-in-law,  James  Brown,  her  executors. 

The  first  of  the  Brown  family  in  America 
was  “John  Brown,  who  was  born  in  1583,  and 
who  died  in  1662.  He  was  Assistant  Governor 
from  '1635  to  1653,  Commissioner  to  the 
United  Colonies  1644  to  1656,  and  a member 
of  the  Council  of  War  1642  to  1646.”  [From 
List  of  Ancestors  in  General  Society  of  Co- 
lonial Wars.]  The  old  records  tell  of  him, 
as  follows,  spelling  the  name  with  the  final 
“e,”  Mr.  John  Brown;  “a  London  merchant;” 
“an  English  shipwright;”  “became  acquainted 
with  the  Pilgrims  at  Leyden,  prior  to  1620.” 
“In  1633-34,  when  aged  about  5 O',  he,  with  his 


wife  Dorothy,  & children,  Mary,  John  & James, 
came  to  Plymouth.”  “In  1640  he,  with  Miles 
Standish,  appointed  the  boundaries  of  Taun- 
ton; in  1645  be  bee  air  e a large  proprietor  of 
lands  in  Rehoboth.”  “In  1635  elected  one  of 
the  Governor’s  Assistants  & continued  on  that 
Board  for  17  years.”  “In  1644  he  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  United 
Colonies  & served  in  that  capacity  until  1655- 
56  when  he  went  to  England  to'  take  care  of 
Sir  Henry  Vane’s  estates,  which  were  in  dan- 
ger of  being  confiscated  by  Cromwell,  & re- 
mained there  until  near  the  time  of  the  King’s 
restoration  when  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  with- 
draw. He  returned  to  Rehoboth  & died  there, 
April  10,  1662.”  “He  was  on  terms  of  friend- 
ship with  Roger  Williams,  & the  banished  Gor- 
ton, & others  who  suffered  persecution  in  that 
intolerant  age.  He  ‘scrupled  the  right  of  co- 
ercing any  person  to  support  the  rriinistry.’ 
There  was  scarcely  any  other  man  either  in 
Plymouth  or  Massachusetts  who  could  with 
impunity  have  expressed  a doubt  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  acted  on  his  principles  & bound  him- 
self for  7 years  to  pay  from  his  own  property 
all  that  his  fellow  townsmen  should  fail  to 
make  up  by  their  voluntary  contributions.  This 
grand  old  man  wlas  then,  in  1655,  past  his 
three  score  years  and  ten.”  “Mrs.  Dorothy 
Brown,  wife  of  John  Brown.  Sen.,  deceased 
the  27th  day  of  Jan.,  1673,  being  the  ninety 
& eighth  year  of  her  age,  or  thereabouts,  & 
was  buryed  uppon  the  29th  of  Jan,  1673.” 
[Book  A,  p.  143,  Swanzey  Records.]  “The 
memory  of  this  Colonial  Dame  is  perpetuated 
in  Swanzey  by  the  Dorothy  Brown  Rebekah 
Degree  Lodge  122  I.  O.  O.  F.”  She ..  was 
the  ancestress1,  through  her  daughter  Mary 
Willett,  of  that  Dorothy  (Quincey),  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes’  great-grandmother,  of  whom 
lie  wrote : “Here  we  are,  Edwards  and  Doro- 

thy s,  all  your  own.”  Mary  Brown,  daughter 
of  John  and  Dorothy,  married,  1636,  Thom- 
as Willett,  the  first  mayor  of  New  York  City. 
The  Willett  tombstones  are  pictured  in  many 
books.  The  foot-stone  at  Mrs.  Willett's  grave 
bears  this  record : “Daughter  of  the  Worship- 
ful Mr.  John  Browne,  deceased.”  She  died  in 
1669;  and  “was  buried  in  the  usual  burial 
place  by  her  Father  & other  Relatives  upon  a 
little  hill  in  Swanzey,  being  in  their  own  land” 
(Long  known  as  the  “Brown  Burial  Ground”). 

(II)  James  Brown,  son  of  John  and 
Dorothy,  “was  also  an  Assistant,  being  chosen 
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to  that  office  13  years,  although  he  was  a 
prominent  Baptist,  & for  that  offense,  paid 
a fine  of  5 pounds  & moved  away  as  far  as 
his  possessions  would  allow  to  Swanzey  [now 
Barrington,  R.  I.]  where,  in  1710,  he  closed 
his>  honored  life.”  He  went  to  King  Philip 
three  times  “in  order  to  persuade  him  to 
peace.”  The  last  time  the  younger  Indians 
wloiuld1  have  killed  him,  but  Philip  prevented 
them  because  “his  father  (Massasoit)  had  al- 
ways told  h'lim  to  be  kind  to  Mr.  Browne.” 
James  Brown  married  Lydia,  daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Tilley)  Howland,  Pilgrims  of 
the  “Mayflower.”  They  had  three  children, 
James,  Jabez  and  Dorothy. 

(III)  Jabez  Browtn,  son  oif  James  and 

Lydia,  married  Jane (name  unknown), 

and  became  the  father  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Oliver,  born  1696;  Hezekiah,  born 

1698;  Rebecca,  born  1709,  married  Joseph 
Peck,  Jr.,  and  died  in  1727;  Elizabeth;  Jane 
married  in  1737,  Nathaniel  Bosworth;  Jerusha, 
born  1 702  ; Asa,  born  1 706 ; Lydia,  born  1 709 ; 
and  John,  born  1710.  The  will  of  Jabez 
Brown  bears  date  of  1746,  and  it  was  proved 
1747,  the  year  of  his  death.  In  this  will  are 
mentioned  John;  daughter  Jane,  wife  of  Na- 
thaniel Bosworth ; son  Oliver’s  daughters,  Re- 
becca and  Ann,  at  the  age  of  eighteen ; daugh- 
ter Rebecca  Peck’s  children,  Jerusha  and  Win- 
chester, at  eighteen ; and  son  Hezekiah. 

(IV)  Hezekiah  Brown,  son  of  Jabez  and 
Jane,  was  born  in  1698.  He  married  Joanna 

(name  unknown)  and  their  children 

were:  Asa,  who  married  Chloe  Hunt;  Jabez, 

who  married  Molly  Bicknell ; Keziah,  born 
1735,  who  married  Benjamin  Veall,  and  lived 
next  her  father;  William,  born  1737,  married 
Althea  Kent ; Nathaniel ; and  Solomon  and 
Hezekiah,  who  both  died  young.  Hezekiah 
Brown,  the  father,  passed  away  in  1755. 

(V)  Nathaniel  Brown,  sou  off  Hezekiah 

and  Joanna,  was  tern  May  31,  1739,  and  was 
taken  to>  New  Preston  when  a child  of  four 
or  five  years,  by  his  aunt  Jane  Bosworth.  He 
ma|rr|ied  Lucy  Russell  (time  and  place  un- 
known), and  made  bis  home  in  New  Preston. 
I (is  children  as  recorded  in  Cothren’s  An- 
cient Woodbury,  under  “Births  in  Washing- 
ton," were  as  follows:  Jane,  born  July  13, 

1766;  Rebecca,  January  1,  17O9;  Lydia,  Sep- 
tember 17,  1770;  Solomon,  August  17.  1772 
(died  1773)  ; Sally.  May  1 1,  1774;  Chloe,  No- 
vember 20,  177b  (married  loci  Stone,  grand- 


father of  Charles  O.  Stone),  and  died  May  6, 
1866;  Nathaniel,  January  20,  1779;  Russell, 
April  4,  1781 ; Solomon,  August  16,  1783;  and 
Alvin,  June  29,  1790. 

Through  his  mother,  Mrs.  Laura  A.  (Hal- 
lock)  Stone,  Charles  O.  Stone  is  descended 
from  Peter  Hallock,  who  with  his  wife  landed 
at  Southold,  Long  Island,  in  1640.  William 
Hallock,  son  of  Peter, .died  in  1684,  leaving  a 
son,  John,  who  passed  away  in  1737.  Benja- 
min Hallock,  son  of  John,  had  a son,  Benja- 
min, Jr.,  born  in  1729,  who  nyarried  Phebe 
Prindle  (born  1740,  died  1831),  and  died  in 
1796.  Amos  Hallock,  son  of  Benjamin,  Jr., 
w|as  bom  in  1782,  and  married  Eunice  Phelps 
(bom  1787,  died  1861),  by  whom  he  became 
the  father  of  Laura  A.,  who  married  Russell 
Stone.  Amos  Hallock  died  in  1856.  Mrs. 
Eunice  (Phelps)  Hallock  was  a daughter  of 
Joseph  and (Tuttle)  Phelps  and  a de- 
scendant of  one Phelps,  who  came  to 

Dorchester,  Mass.,  in  1630,  in  the  ship  “Mary 
and  John.”  1 

WILLIAM  TROWBRIDGE  GLEASON, 
deceased.  There  was  no  more  prominent  man 
in  Portland,  Middlesex  county,  than  this  gen- 
tleman, especially  in  financial  circles.  He  was 
a man  of  the  best  judgment  on  all  propositions 
that  involved  a knowledge  of  the  business 
world,  and  the  relative  value  of  investments. 
In  the  church  he  was  quite  as  prominent,  and 
on  account  of  his  fine  spirit  and  upright  life 
his  words  commanded  the  careful  considera- 
tion of  all  who  heard  them. 

William  T.  Gleason  was  a native  of  Port- 
land, born  January  7,  1817,  son  of  Oliver  and 
Hannah  ( Graves)  Gleason,  the  latter  a native 
of  Madison,  Conn.  The  father  was  born  in 
Portland,  son  of  Joseph  Gleason.  Our  subject 
was  a child  of  tender  age  when  his  parents 
moved  to  Vermont,  in  which  State  his  father, 
who  was  a merchant,  spent  the  rest  of  his  life. 
William  T.  Gleason  was  reared  in  Bethel.  Vt.. 
and  received  his  primary  education  in  the 
schools  of  that  town,  afterward  attending  Roy- 
al ton  and  Randolph  Academies.  1 1 is  earlier 
business  years  were  spent  in  the  store  under 
his  father's  eye.  1 le  had  a good  mercantile 
training,  and  was  railroad  station  agent  at 
Bethel.  Vt.,  for  some  time.  In  1851  he  came 
to  Portland  to  take  a position  that  had  been 
offered  him  in  the  quarry  office.  Arriving  here 
he  decided  that  he  would  take  a position  out 
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of  doors-,  and  worked  at  whatever  duties  came 
to  hand.  He  was  for  a while  the 
treasurer  of  the  Middlesex  Quarry  Com- 
pany, and  then  became  agent  of  that 
concern,  in  whose  employ  he  remained 
nearly  twenty-four  years.  In  that  time  he  held 
different  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility, 
and  in  every  place  he  fully  met  the  demands  of 
those  whose  interests  he  was  set  to  promote. 
Mr.  Gleason  died  in  March,  1874,  after  an  ill- 
ness of  but  four  weeks,  aim  his  death  was  un- 
doubtedly hastened  by  overwork.  He  was 
a most  industrious  man  and  left  a considerable 
estate. 

Mr.  Gleason  was  a Republican,  and  served 
as  judge  of  probate  for  several  years.  He  was 
a trustee  of  the  Middletown  Savings  Bank ; 
was  the  main  promoter  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  of  Portland,  in  which  he  served  for  years 
as  a director,  and  was  closely  identified  with 
that  institution,  and  through  his  efforts  the 
Portland  Savings  Bank  was  organized.  He 
was  a vestryman  at  Trinity  Episcopal  Church 
for  many  years,  and  took  great  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  that  religious  organization.  Mr. 
Gleason  was  a Freemason,  belonging  to  War- 
ren Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Portland,  and 
was  also  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  when 
the  first  lodge  existed  in  Portland. 

Mr.  Gleason  was  first  married  in  Vermont, 
to  Miss  Amanda  Geer,  who-  bore  him  one  son, 
George  W.  The  latter  married  Mary  Blaine, 
and  died  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
long  a prominent  and  successful  book  dealer. 
He  left  two  sons,  George  Geer  and  John  Mar- 
shall. Mr.  Gleason  was  married,  for  his  sec- 
ond wife,  in  Portland,  in  1849,  to  Miss  Abi- 
gail Gleason  Wilcox,  who  was  bom  in  Port- 
land May  29,  1820,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Elizabeth  (Gleason)  Wilcox.  Elizabeth  Glea- 
son’s mother,  Elizabeth  (Fox),  lived  to  be 
ninety-five  and  a half  years  old.  Samuel  Wil- 
cox was  a farmer,  and  lived  in  Portland.  He 
died  at  forty-eight  years  of  age,  and  his  wife 
was  seventy-eight  at  the  time  of  her  demise. 
They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  named 
children:  Elizabeth  married  Wellington  SJ 

Cone,  and  died  in  Portland.  Abigail  G.  is  Mrs. 
Gleason.  Harriet  F.  died  unmarried  at  the 
age  of  thirty-one.  Margaret  died  when  two 
and  a half  years  old.  Samuel  died  in  New 
York.  Joseph  Oliver  lives  in  Lancaster,  Pa., 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  tobacco  business. 

Mrs.  Gleason  had  such  advantages  as  the 


local  schools  afforded,  though  her  school  days 
were  over  at  sixteen.  She  is  a very  wide  read- 
er, and  is  an  intelligent  lady,  exceptionally  well 
preserved,  with  a mind  as  clear  as  ever.  She 
has  been  a member  of  the  Episocpal  Church 
since  she  was  twenty  years  old,  and  is  a liberal 
contributor  toward  its  support.  Mrs.  Gleason 
was  the  mother  of  four  children,  of  whom  two 
died  in  infancy.  Eliza  Wilcox,  the  eldest,  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years.  William  Trow- 
bridge died  when  two  years  of  age.  She  gave 
a mother’s  care  to  George  W.  Gleason  until  he 
went  to  New  York  to  begin  his  business  career. 

HENRY  W.  STOCKING.  In  this  gen- 
tleman’s death,  which  occurred  July  23,  1892, 
Cromwell  lost  one  of  her  best  citizens.  As 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  town  said  at 
the  time,  “We  have  lost  our  best  friend” — so 
great  was  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held. 

Mr.  Stocking  was  a descendant  of  an  old 
Niew  England  family.  His  remote  ancestor, 
George  Stocking,  came  from-  England  to  Mas- 
sachusetts in  1633.  He  was  a man  prominent 
in  the  affairs-  of  his  day,  and  occupied  many 
important  local  offices. 

1 Henry  Stocking,  the  father  of  Henry  W., 
was  born  in  1795,  and  was  a,  farmer  in  Oron> 
well.  In  his  active  years  he  w'as  a seafaring 
man,  largely  engaged  in  the  West  Indites  trade. 
He  had  a grocery  store  in  Cromwell,  was  post- 
master, and  (at  one  time  was  quite  wealthy. 
He  died  in  Cramtwell  in  1875,  and  was  buried 
there.  Mr.  Stocking  married  Caroline  Belcher, 
who  was  a native  of  Cromwell,  born  in  1800, 
and  died  November  20,  1887.  She  became  the 
mother  of  the  following  named  children : Hen- 
ry, who  died  in  childhood ; Charles  B.,  who  fol- 
lowed the  water,  and  died  in  Cromwell ; Henry 
W. ; and  Caroline  M.,  who  married  George  M 
Smith,  of  Middletown,  and  died  in  February, 
1893. 

Henry  W.  Stocking  was  born  October  18, 
1836,  in  the  house  immediately  east  of  his  late 
home  in  Cromwell,  arid  obtained  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school  and  in  Cromwell 
Academy,  enjoying  somewhat  unusual  oppor- 
tunities for  those  days.  After  leaving  school 
he  continued  on  the  home  farm  assisting  his 
father,  who  was  engaged  in  farming  at  that 
time,  and  following  his  marriage  continued 
to  operate  the  home  farm,  which  came  to  him 
by  purchase,  following  his  father's  death. 
There  he  spent  his  entire  life.  For  a few 
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years  he  was  engaged  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Elisha  Stevens,  in  the  manufacture  of  lamps 
and  fixings,  with  a factory  in  Cromwell.  He 
wlas  vice-president  and  a director  of  the  Crom- 
well Dime  Savings  Bank. 

Mir.  Stocking  was  a man  of  fine  presence, 
standing  about  six  feet  and  weighing  in  health 
about  200  pounds.  As  a boy  in  his  father’s 
store  he  could  lift  a barrel  of  flour  by  his 
little  fingers.  As  a young  man  he  was  thought 
to  be  the  strongest  in  the  town.  He  could 
run  and  leap  over  a yoke  of  oxen  standing 
side  by  side.  He  was  known  and  liked  by  all, 
and  his  kind  and  generous;  heart  made  him 
the  friend  of  all.  A stanch  Republican,  he  took 
an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  and  filled  several 
of  the  town  offices.  His  official  record  was 
admirable,  without  spot  or  blemish.  He  served 
as  a member  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  was 
a delegate  to  the  National  Convention  in  Chi- 
cago' in  1888,  when  Benjamin  Harrison  was 
nominated  for  the  Presidency.  Mr.  Stocking 
was  a Mason,  affiliating  with  Washington 
Lodge  No.  81.  He  and  his  wife  belonged  to 
the  Cromwell  Baptist  Church,  where  he  was 
considered  one  of  the  helpful  working  mem- 
bers. 

Henry  W.  Stocking  was  married  January 
21,  1858,  to  Harriette  Almira  Hubbard,  who 
was  born  February  19,  1835,  in  Middletown, 
daughter  of  Ralph  and  Clarissa  Johnson,  (Rob- 
erts) Hubbard.  The  Hubbard  family  is  an  old 
one  in  this  country,  its  first  representative  in 
America  having  come  hither  in  1660.  Ralph 
Hubbard  was  a sea  captain.  He  owned,  with 
his  wife’s  father,  Wickham  Roberts,  a part  of 
the  land  where  the  Connecticut  Hospital  for 
the  Insane  now  stands.  This  property  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  family  for  many  years. 
Ralph  Hubbard  was  born  in  Cromwell,  in  the 
house  where  Samuel  V.  Hubbard  now  re- 
sides, and  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  that 
town,  where  he  received  bis  schooling.  When 
lie  became  a young  man  he  went  to  sea,  after 
the  fashion  of  the  times,  engaged  in  the  West 
Indies  trade,  presently  became  a captain,  and 
had  charge  of  a vessel  employed  in  the  Atlantic 
coast  trade,  and  later  in  transporting  stone 
from  the  Portland  quarries.  Meeting  with  an 
accident  by  which  his  leg  was  broken  in  two 
places,  lie  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the  water. 
Coining  to  Cromwell,  lie  opened  a grocery 
store,  but  ill  health  necessitated  bis  giving  it 
up,  and  for  some  years  lie  lived  retired  in  Ins 


native  town.  Ralph  Hubbard  had  the  follow- 
ing children : (1 ) Lucy  Roberts  married 

Marvin  R.  Warner,  and  is  now  deceased ; a 
sketch  of  Mr.  Warner  appears  elsewhere.  (2) 
Clarissa  Johnson  married  Elisha  Stevens,  the 
founder  of  the  firm  of  J.  & E.  Stevens  and 
both  are  now  deceased.  (3)  Harriette  Al- 
mira is  the  widow  of  Henry  W.  Stocking. 

During  the  Civil  'war  Mr.  Stocking  was 
drafted  three  timies.  Twice  he  furnished  a sub- 
stitute, and  the  third  time  he  reported  to  Fort 
Hill,  Middletown,  and  engaged  in  drilling  a 
company,  of  which  he  was  captain.  The  regi- 
ments, however,  were  filled  without  him,  and 
he  was  excused.  He  was  assured  that  had  he 
gone  out  he  would  have  received  at  least  a 
captain’s  commission,  if  not  a higher  one. 

MARVIN  RICHARDSON  WARNER, 
for  many  years  one  of  the  most  highly  re- 
spected and  popular  citizens  of  Cromwell,  Mid- 
dlesex county,  is  a descendant  of  an  old  New 
England  family,  and  bears  a name  honored 
wherever  it  is  heard. 

Abraham  Warner,  his  grandfather,  was  a 
native  of  New  Haven,  where  he  was  engaged 
as  a butcher,  and  where  he  died.  He  had  the 
following  children : Abraham,  a mechanic; 

David,  a sailor;  Henry,  who  located  near 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  Isaac,  the  father  of  Marvin 
R. ; Mrs.  Pelton,  who  located  near  Cleveland. 
Ohio:  and  Mrs.  Oliver  Bidwell,  of  Middle- 
town. 

Isaac  Warner  was  born  in  New  Haven, 
and  came  to  Middletown  when  a young  man. 
He  was  a blacksmith,  and  erected  the  large 
brick  shop  in  that  city,  where  be  had  four 
forges,  doing  a large  business.  While  still 
engaged  in  blacksmithing  he  bought  a farm 
on  Long  Hill  from  John  Ward,  and  there  fol- 
lowed farming  w hen  he  retired  from  the  shop 
in  Middletown.  Later  in  life  he  had  a black- 
smith shop  on  Long  Hill,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  ironing  schooners.  Finally  he  gave 
up  the  smithy  entirely  and  devoted  himself 
to  his  farm.  In  his  last  years  he  met  with 
an  accident  which  destroyed  his  health,  and 
unbalanced  his  mind  to  such  an  extent  that 
! lie  was  taken  to  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at 
Hartford,  where  he  died.  Diana  Waterman 
Crosby,  his  wife,  was  bom  in  Portland,  and 
in  her  chidlhood  the  family  home  was  where 
the  quarries  are  being  so  largely  worked.  To 
them|  were  bom  the  following  children:  Will- 
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iam  and  Ruth  both  died  in  infancy.  Elizabeth 
married  a Mr.  Taylor,  and  made  her  home  in 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  she  died.  Maria  R. 
married  Chauncey  Sheffer,  an  attorney  in  New 
York.  Marvin  R.  is  mentioned  belowl  Isaac 
married  Martha  Williams,  and  after  her  death 
w tedded  Julia  A.  Ranney ; he  died  in  Cromwell. 
Harriet  A.  married  Daniel  Humphrey,  of  Sagi- 
naw, Mich.,  where  he  died.  Charlotte  married 
Jonathan  B.  Balch,  of  Harwinton,  Conn., 
and  is.  now  deceased.  Caroline  married  Rev. 
Romulus  Kellogg,  a Methodist  clergyman. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died,  and  for 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Warner  married  Prudence 
Bell,  of  Portland,  to  which  marriage  was  born 
one  child,  Prudence,  who  lives  in  Detroit, 
Michigan. 

Marvin  Richardson  Warner  was  born  Oc- 
tober 17,  1823,  in  Middletown,  and  moved 
with  his  parents  to  Long  Hill  when  he  was 
seven  years  old.  There  he  had  his  home  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  years',  when 
he  went  onj  the  road  to  sell  brushes  for  a 
Nlew  York  manufacturer.  For  four  years  he 
continued  in  that  business  and  then  came  to 
Cromwell  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of 
hammers  with  his  brother  Isaac.  Their  fac- 
tory was  the  building  and  water  power  belong- 
ing- to  William  P.  Allison.  For  twoi  years  they 
continued  'at  that  location,  and  then,  in  May, 
184.9,  bought  their  present  location,  a grist 
and  sawmill  in  West  Cromwell,  formerly  the 
property  of  Calvin  Kelsey  and  David  Hurl- 
buirt.  There  Marvin  R.  and  Isaac  Warner,  in 
company  with  William  M.  Noble,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Warners  & Noble,  continued  in 
tire  manufacture  of  hammers  until  1884,  when 
Mr.  Noble  sold  out  to>  Chauncey  M.  Warner, 
a son  of  Marvin  R.  Warner,  and  the  business 
is  now  carried  on  under*  the  name  of  M.  R. 
Warner  & Son.  They  produce  a very  superior 
kind  of  hammer  head,  which  is  finding  a mar- 
ket, not  only  all  over  the  United  States,  but 
in  foreign  lands. 

Mr.  Warner  was  married,  May  21,  1850, 
to  Fucy  R.  Hubbard,  a native  of  Middletown, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Ralph  and  Clarissa  J.  ( Rob- 
erts) Hubbard,  and  to'  them;  were  born  the 
following  children : Chauncey  M.  married 

Miss  Kate  A.  Butler,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
business  with  his  father.  Charlotte  L.  died 
aged  thirty-four  years.  Minnie,  Lillian  and 
Elizabeth  died  young.  Nellie  CT  is  'at  home. 
Lucy  C.  married  Charles  Benjamin,  of  New 


York.  Mrs.  Lucy1  R.  Warner  died  March  10,  i 
1868. 

Mr.  Warner  is  a Republican.  He  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  until  advancing  age 
compelled  his  retirement;  in  1852  and  1853 
lie  represented  Cromwell  in  the  State  Legisla-  [ 
ture;  was  selectman  for  several  years;  and  |: 
has1,  filled  various  other  local  offices.  Mr.  1 
Warner  is  a Mason,  enrolled  in  Washington  { 
Lodge  No.  81,  of  which  for  four  years  he  was 
master,  and  he  was  second  master  at  the  in-  !' 
stitution  of  the  Lodge.  Mr.  Warner  has  been  I 
a member  of  the  Middletown  Methodist  Church 
since  his  youth,  though  the  family  attend  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Cromwell.  He  is  very  high-  ! 
ly  spoken  of  by  those  who  have  known  him 
best  and  longest.  He  is  a hard  worker,  has 
earned  what  lie  possesses  by  honest  industry,  ! 
has  a.  kind  and  generous  heart,  and  is  a friend 
to  draw  close  to  and  stand  by  to  the  last. 

JOSEPH  T.  ELLIOTT,  one  of  the  best  ; 
known  citizens  of  Middletown,  comies  from  a : 
substantial  English  family.  His  father,  Charles 
Elliott,  and  mother,  Mary  A.  (Smith)  Me-  i 
Keon,  as*  well  as  his  grandfather,  Joseph 
Elliott,  were  all  natives  of  Leicestershire,  Eng-  ■ 
land.  f 

Joseph  Elliott,  the  grandfather,  was  twice  | 
married.  About  1810,  for  his  second  wife  he  ; 
wedded  at  Dun  ton  Bassett,  England,  Lady  j.l 
Jane  Payne,  who'  descended  from  English  f i 
aristocracy,  and  her  marriage  to'  Mr.  Elliott  ; 
was  bitterly  opposed  by  her  parents,  who  dis- 
inherited her  because  of  it.  By  his  first  mar-  | 
riage  Joseph  Elliott  had  ten  children,  and  by 
his  union  with  Lady  Jane  Payne  he  had  three  ; 
children,  of  whom  Charles,  father  of  Joseph  j 
Ti.,  was  the  youngest.  Joseph  Elliott  was  an  f 
extensive  dealer  in  live  stock,  and  a mlan  of 
means  and  consequence.  j 

; Charles  Elliott  was  a soldier  in  the  British  1 
Army,  and  for  some  time  was  detailed  on  ser- 
vice in  Ireland.  He  wearied  of  the  service, 
however,  and  purchasing  bis  discharge  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1825.  Charles  Elliott, 
on  'comiing  to.  this  country,  settled  in  New 
York,  while  an  elder  brother,  George,  took 
up  bis  residence  in  Jersey  City.  He  found  em- 
ployment as  a clerk  in  a store  on  the  Bowery, 
conducted  by  Mr.  Thomas  Knight.  Through  ! 
industry  and  thrift  he  found  himfeelf,  in  time  j 
able  to  purchase  his  employer's  business,  and 
he  continued  in  trade,  meeting  with  good  sue-  I 
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cess,  until  a few  years  before  his  death,  and 
spending  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the  city 
of  his  adoption.  He  was  a Republican,  but 
apart  from  exercising  the  right  of  suffrage, 
took  no  active  interest  in  politics.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  were  confirmed  in  the  Church  of 
England,  and  continued  in  that  faith  until 
their  death.  In  1846  he  married  Mrs.  Mary 
A.  (Smith)  MfcKeon,  two  of  whose  brothers 
were  officers  in  the  British  Navy.  This  union 
w!as  blessed  with  six  children,  of  whom  three 
died  in  childhood.  Those  living  to  adult  age 
were : Amelia,  who  became  Mrs.  Collins,  and 
died  July  1,  1894;  Susan,  now  Mrs.  George 
A(.  Clement,  of  New  York;  and  Joseph  T. 

Joseph  T.  Elliott  was  horn  in  the  city  of 
New  York  on  Dlec ember  4,  1847.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Bryant 
and  Stratton's  Business  College.  He  early 
manifested  a pronounced  aptitude  for  business, 
and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  was  entrusted  by 
his  father  with  the  conduct  of  the  latter's  store. 
Four  years  later — in  1868' — he  came  to  Mid- 
dletown, where  he  began  business  for  himself 
as  the  successor  of  Elijah  Alckley,  his  store 
being  on  Main  street,  in  the  premises  now  oc- 
cupied by  Wilson  & Burr.  The  venture  did 
not  prove  especially  profitable,  and  he  aban- 
doned it  to  become  a bookkeeper  for  Noyes  B. 
Allen.  That  gentleman  was  succeeded  by  J. 
N.  Tarleton,  Mr.  Elliott  remaining  in  the  es- 
tablishment and  being  promoted  to  the  position 
of  manager.  Later  he  formed  a partnership 
to  enter  the  grocery  business,  with  F.  S.  Hills, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Hills  & Elliott.  This 
business  connection  continued  from  1883  until 
1887,  in  which  year  Mr.  Elliott  accepted  the 
secretaryship  of  the  Stiles  & Parker  Press 
Company,  which  concern  was  later  burned  out 
and  did  not  rebuild  in  Middletown.  He  then 
became  treasurer  of  the  Schuyler  Electric 
Company,  continuing  with  that  concern  until 
its  absorption  by  the  General  Electric  Com- 
pany, when  the  Middletown  plant  was  re- 
moved. Since  then  much  of  Mr.  Elliott's  life 
has  been  passed  in  public  office.  Upon  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  George  W.  Burke  as  town 
clerk,  he  was  appointed  his  successor,  and 
later  served  two  terms  in  that  capacity  (from 
October,  1894,  to  October,  1807)  through 
election  and  re-election.  In  August,  1898,  he 
received  the  appointment  of  assistant  post- 
master at  Middletown,  and  yet  tills  the  office, 
bringing  to  the  discharge  of  its  duties  the  same 


unwlearying  attention  and  strict  fidelity  which 
have  been  among  his  salient  characteristics 
through  life.  He  is  a stanch  Republican,  and 
cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  General 
Grant  in  1868.  He  has  also  served  two  terms 
in  the  city  council  with  great  acceptability  to 
his  constituents. 

In  no  relation  of  life  has  Mr.  Elliott  been 
found  wanting.  Devotion  to-  duty  has  been 
with  him  a watchword,  while  system  and  pre- 
cision characterize  all  that  he  does.  Through 
a service  of  more  than  twenty  years  in  the 
Connecticut  National  Guard,  he  has  formed 
an  acquaintance  extending  all  over  the  State, 
and  in  military  circles  he  is  regarded  as  a sin- 
gularly competent  and  efficient  man.  A!s  a 
citizen  he  is  broad-minded  and  public-spirited, 
a wise  counsellor  and  ever  ready  to  make  sac- 
rifices for  the  public  welfare.  In  private  life 
he  is  social  and  whole-souled,  a true  friend, 
charitable  and  sympathetic.  He  belongs  to  St. 
John’s  Lodge,  No.  2,  A.  F.  & A.  M.  (in  which 
he  has  passed  through  all  the  chairs),  to 
Washington  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  No.  6,  and  to 
Cvrene  Commanderv  K.  T.,  No.  8,  while  he 
is  a charter  member  of  the  Middletown 
branches  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  the  Royal 
Arcanum  and  the  New  England  Order  of  Pro- 
tection. 

! Reference  has  been  already  made  to  Mr. 
Elliott's  long  service  in  the  National  Guard. 
His  record  in  reference  to  that  body  is  one  of 
which  he  may  justly  feel  proud.  He  enlisted 
in  Company  Id,  Second  Regiment,  on  January 
2,  1873,  and  was  soon  afterward  made  a cor- 
poral and  on  March  9,  1875.  a sergeant.  Oil 
February  6,  1876,  he  re-enlisted  and  on  August 
16,  1877,  was  again  appointed  sergeant  bv 
General  Camp  (then  Captain  of  Company  11, 
Second  Regiment),  and  became  acting  ser- 
geant-mlajor.  On  March  23.  1880.  be  was 
commissioned  second  lieutenant,  and  just  one 
year  later  was  made  captain  and  adjutant.  On 
February  13,  1885.  he  became  lieutenant  colonel 
and  A.  A.  G.  of  the  brigade,  serving  until 
March  7,  1890,  under  Brigadier  General 

Charles  P.  Graham.  On  August  7.  1890.  he 
again  enlisted  and  served  as  second  lieutenant 
front  that  date  until  January  1.  1892.  On  Jan- 
uary 2,  1894,  he  was  made  first  lieutenant  and 
j quartermaster  of  the  Second  Regiment,  resign- 
ing his  commission  December  7.  1895.  In  ad- 
dition to  his  other  duties  as  an  officer,  he 
served  as  assistant  to  the  commissary  general 
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during-  three  state  encampments,  and  is  now  on 
the  retired  list  of  the  Connecticut  National 
Guard, 

Mr.  Elliott  is  one  of  Middletown's  solid 
men  and  has  been  a director  in  the  Columbia 
Trust  Company  since  the  date  of  its  organiza- 
tion. His  home  on  Broad  street,  which  he 
himself  erected,  is  a pleasant  one,  and  there  he 
resides  with  his  estimable  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Ellen  A.  Paterson.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Elliott  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Church,  being  prominent  in  its  affairs 
and  liberal  supporters  off  its  wjork.  Mr.  Elliott 
with  Samuel  T.  Camp  was  active  upon  the 
building  committee  at  the  time  of  the  erection 
of  the  new  Church  edifice.  He  was  long  as- 
sistant superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  school, 
and  was  for  some  years  one  of  the  trustees  of 
the  church. 

The  Paterson  Family  to*  which  Mrs. 
Elliott  belongs  is  one  of  the  old  Scotch  fami- 
lies of  Middlesex  county.  John  Paterson  and 
his  five  sons  came  to  America  and  located  in 
Middlefield  in  1851.  After  a few  years  the 
father  and  three  of  his  sons — David,  Rpbert 
and  Archibald — west  West,  locating  first  in 
Wisconsin  and  later  scattering  over  various 
parts  of  the  country.  Of  the  five  sons  who  ac- 
companied their  father  from  Scotland,  we  have 
the  following  record  : John,  who1  is  mentioned 
below;  Archibald,  who  is  a carpenter  by  trade 
and  now  resides  in  Chicago';  William,  who 
died  in  New  Haven;  Robert,  an  extensive 
farmer  in  Dana,  Iowa;  and  David,  also  a 
prosperous  farmer  in  Iowa.  ( His  son  Robert 
is  one  of  the  largest  dry  goods  merchants  in 
Spokane,  Washington.) 

John  Paterson,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  there  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter  and  builder,  which  he  fol- 
lowed after  coming  to  America.  One  of  his 
first  jobs  in  this  country  was  the  building  of 
the  old  fence  around  Indian  Hill  'cemetery.  He 
took  great  interest  in  church  matters,  and  was 
a trustee  of  the  Methodist  Church  miany  years. 
During  the  latter  years  of  his  life  he  lived  on 
Farm  Hill,  where  he  had  built  a comfortable 
house.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican.  His 
wife,  Frances  Benson,  was  a native  of  Fal- 
mjouth,  England,  in  which  country  she  wedded 
Mr.  Paterson.  Their  children  were : ( 1 ) 

John  B.,  a merchant  of  Middletown,  married 
Adaline  G.  Lucas,  and  has  had  four  children — 
Alice  Lucas,  a graduate  of  Wesleyan  Univer- 


sity, class  of  1899,  married  George  H.  Brag- 
don  of  Minneapolis,  and  has  a son  Winthrop;. 
Walter  B.  died  aged  twelve  years;  Arthur  E. 
graduated  from  the  Middletown  High  School 
in  the  class  of  1902  ; and  Marion  B.  (2)  Mrs. 
Joseph  T.  Elliott  is  the  second.  (3)  Miss 
Fannie  J.  lives  in  Middletown.  The  father 
lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-nine,  and  entered 
into  Irest  highly  respected  by  all  who'  knew 
him),  and  his  wife  passed  away  aged  seventy- 
four.  Both  sleep  in  Indian  Hill  cemetery. 

CHARLES  H.  PIUBBARD,  M.  D.  The 
family  of  which  Dr.  Hubbard  is  a worthy  rep- 
resentative has  been  known  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut  since  1635,  when  George  Hubbard 
brought  his  wife  Mary  from.  England,  and  set- 
tled in  Hertford.  His  death  occurred  in  Guil- 
ford, where  he  left  a family  of  four  sons  and 
five  daughters,  the  eldest  being  John,  the  direct 
ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the  family.  The 
Doctor’s  great-grandfather  was  David  H|uU 
bard,  who  died  in  Montreal,  Ganadff,  in  1760, 
while  serving  as  a captain  in  the  army  which 
had  been  under  Wolfe. 

Nathaniel  Hubbard,  son  of  David,  born  in 
1758,  was  the  Doctor’s  grandfather.  He  was 
four  times  married,  Flora  Hubbard,  Eunice 
Alvord,  Sarah  Kingsbury  and  Ruth  Hale  being 
his  wives.  He  had  a larg-e  family,  the  youngest 
of  which,  Denison,  born  in  1805,  was  the  father 
of  our  subject.  Nathaniel  Hubbard  engaged 
quite  extensively  in  farming  in  Bolton,  Conn. 
He  was  identified  in  politics  with  the  Whigs. 

Denison  Hubbard  was  born  in  Bolton,  Tol- 
land Co.,  Conn.,  and  his  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  common  schools,  and  also'  at 
Bacon  Academy,  at  Colchester1,  an  excellent 
school  which  is  still  in  existence,  and  he  was 
also  provided  with  a private  tutor,  by  whom 
he  was  taught  Latin  and  the  higher  branches. 
His  first  medical  education  was  obtained  un- 
der the  able  instruction  of  Dr.  Talcott,  of 
Clinton  (then  Killingworth),  and  he  later  took 
a course  in  Yale  Medical  School,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1829.  Locating  in  Glaston- 
bury, he  married  there,  and  then  removed  to 
Bloomfield,  Conn.,  where  his  son,  Charles  H., 
was  born.  Dr.  Hubbard  later  came  to1  Climon, 
where,  after  a successful  practice  of  forty 
years,  he  died,  lamented  by  the  whole  com- 
munity, who  had  so  long  relied  upon  his  skill 
and  sympathetic  care.  In  politics  he  was  orig- 
inally an  Abolitionist,  but  later  in  life  united 
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with  the  Republican  party ; during  the  early 
agitation  of  the  slavery  question  he  came  out 
boldly  as  an  Abolitionist,  at  a time  when  few 
ventured  to.  express  decided  opinions,  and  lie 
was  an  ardent  admirer  of  Wendell  Phillips 
and  William  Lloyd  Garrison.  He  could  never 
be  induced  to  accept  any  political  office.  For 
many  years  he  was  a consistent  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church  of  Clinton,  which 
he  served  as  trustee,  always  taking  an  active 
part  in  church  affairs.  Dr.  Hubbard  married 
Pamela  A.  Hubbard,  who  was  born  in  Glas- 
tonbury in  1811  and  died  in  Clinton  in  1864. 
She  was  a daughter  of  David  E.  and  Pamela 
(Hollister)  Hubbard,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a son  O'f  Eleazer  (torn  in  1736)  and  Lois 
(Wright)  Hubbard,  and  a grandson  of  David 
and  Prudence  (Goodrich)  Hubbard.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a promi- 
nent man  in  Glastonbury,  served  as  town  rep- 
resentative repeatedly,  and  was  judge  of  pro- 
bate. He  engaged  in  farming,  became  a mer- 
chant in  Eastburv,  and  was  regarded  as  a 
leading  citizen.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hlibbard 
were  born:  Charles  PL,  our  subject;  Edward’ 
D.,  who  died  in  July,  1864,  at  the  Cumberland 
Hospital,  where  he  was  serving  as  a medical 
cadet,  not  having  completed  his  medical  edu- 
cation ; and  Mary  J.,  deceased. 

Charles  H.  Hubbard  was  born  in  Bloon> 
f.eid,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  July  31,  1836, 

j and  came  with  his  parents  to  Clinton, 
this  county,  when  but  eight  years  old. 
His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the 
common  schools  and  Clinton  Academy, 
and  later  he  became  a student  of  Willis- 
ton  Seminary,  at  Easthampton,  Mass.,  in 
the  class  of  1853.  HI  health  necessitated  the 
discontinuance  of  his  studies,  and  after  a rest 
he  engaged  in  teaching,  passing  the  succeeding 
three  years  in  the  pursuit  of  this  profession  at 
the  Massachusetts  Reform  School  at  West  torn. 
Mass.  It  was  while  there  engaged  that  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine.  Later  he  en- 
gaged in  study  with  his  father,  and  completed 
his  medical  training  in  the  Medical  Dqiartn  cut 
of  '1  ale  College,  graduating  in  January,  i860. 
In  July  of  that  year  young  Dr.  Hubbard  lo- 
cated in  Essex,  succeeding  I )r.  Shephard,  who 
had  died  the  preceding  April.  Ever  since  lo- 
cating in  the  vicinity  lie  has  been  in  active  prac 
dee,  and  is  now  considered  the  leading  phy- 
I sician  of  the  town  and  of  the  southern  part  of 
Middlesex  county.  Endowed  with  a pleasant 


personality,  and  devoted  to  his  work,  Dr.  Hub- 
bard has  won  his  way  into  the  confidence  of 
his  patients  and  by  a large  number  is  regarded 
in  the  light  of  a sympathetic  friend  as  well  as 
skillful  and  trusted  physician.  His  reading 
is  extensive,  and  covers  all  new  discoveries  in 
his  beloved  science. 

In  politics  Dr.  Hubbard  belongs  to  the  Re- 
publican party,  but  his  busy  life  has  left  him  lit- 
tle time  to  devote  to  party  affairs.  Always 
deeply  interested  in  educational  matters,  for 
twenty-five  years  he  has  served  on  the  board 
of  education,  much  of  the  time  as  acting-  school 
visitor,  and  for  many  years  has  been  the  health 
officer  and  medical  examiner.  For  the  past 
forty-two  years  Dr.  Hubbard  has  been  a con- 
sistent and  valued  member  of  the  Essex  Con- 
gregational Church,  during  which  time  he  has 
generously  given  time  and  means  to  its  sup- 
port. His  family  is  also  connected  with  that 
society.  Socially  the  Doctor  is  a Mason,  be- 
longing to  the  Blue  Lodge.  He  is  a member 
of  . both  County  and  State  Medical  Societies. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Hubbard,  celebrated 
j in  1862,  was  to  Cherrilla  G.  Conklin,  a native 
of  Essex,  torn  in  1838,  daughter  of  George 
* and  Mary  (Griswold)  Conklin.  To  this  union 
| have  been  torn:  Mary  P.,  who  married 

j Charles  R.  Bishop,  of  New  Haven,  and  has 
! one  daughter,  Alice;  Jennie  D. ; Carrie  C..  de- 
! ceased;  Charles  E.,  who  resides  in  Hartford, 
j married  Mary  E.  Chamberlain,  and  is  the  finan- 
[ cial  officer  of  the  Hartford  & Farmington 
Street  Railway  Company;  and  Georgie,  who 
married  Edward  A.  Burdett,  of  New  Canaan,. 
Connecticut. 

HON.  E.  IR\  ING  BELL,  one  of  Port- 
land's most  prominent  business  men  and  pub- 
lic spirited  citizens,  is  a gentleman  whose  ac- 
quaintance and  reputation  are  not  confined  to 
his  town  or  county.  His  activitv  in  varum, 
lines  has  widened  his  field  of  usefulness  far 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  native  town,  where 
he  resides — yet  Portland  justly  claims  him. 
Mr.  Bell  is  distinctively  a product  of  this  town, 
and  is  of  the  type  of  citizen  that  any  com- 
munity w ould  be  proud  to  claim.  He  was  torn 
September  17,  1848,  the  youngest  son 

of  Edwin  and  Prudence  M.  (Abbey)  Bell. 
The  toyhood  days  of  Mr.  Bell  were  s|H*nt  in 
Portland,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools.  Those  institutions,  while  inferior  t<» 
the  present  schools,  served  to  furnish  the  foun- 
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elation  of  a more  advanced  education,  which 
wjas  secured  elsewhere.  He  attended  Chase’s 
School  at  Middletown,  which  was  unsurpassed 
in  its  day.  Mr.  Bell  also  attended  the  Eastman 
Business  college,  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  July, 
1866,  thus  concluding  his  schooling.  Before 
this  time  he  had  gained  some  knowledge  of 
business,  and  while  a student  at  Chase's  Insti- 
tute was  a clerk  in  the  shoe  store  of  D'avid 
Hale.  In  1868  he  went  into  business  for  him- 
self at  a time  when  his  age  necessitated  it  being 
carried  on  under  his  father’s  name,  Edwin  Bell 
& Sons. 

Mr.  Bell  began  operating  the  flour  and 
grist  mill  at  Portland,  a business  wholly  new 
to  him,  but  which  became  very  successful  un- 
der his  management.  He  readily  adapted  him- 
self to  it,  and  continued  it  until  its  destruction 
by  fire  in  1884.  After  that  catastrophe  Mr. 
Bell  established  the  business  which  has  re- 
sulted in  the  Connecticut  Steam  Brown  Stone 
Company,  of  which  he  is  president,  general 
manager  and  treasurer,  and  his  son,  Harry  C. 
Bell,  secretary.  Mr.  Bell  conducted  the  orig- 
inal plant  alone  for  the  first  seven  years  of 
its  history,  when  in  1891  it  went  into  the 
hands  of  its  present  ownership.  The  com- 
pany is  now  capitalized  at  $100,000,  and  has 
excellent  dock  and  railroad  facilities,  private 
track  connecting  the  mill  and  quarries  above 
and  below  the  river  front,  with  two  large  and 
powerful  traveling  derricks  that  cover  areas 
60x200  feet  and  45x200  feet  respectively. 
The  mill  has  all  the  modern  appliances  needed 
to  reduce  the  raw  stone  to  forms  and  designs 
heretofore  only  found  in  wood.  Skilled  work- 
men are  employed  and  the  stone  is  prepared  in 
accordance  with  the  plans  of  the  architect,  and 
each  piece  is  properly  numbered  and  is  sent 
on  ready  for  insertion  in  its  place  in  the  dis- 
tant building.  Bridge  work  is  also  an  import- 
ant product  of  the  plant,  and  all  the  cut  stone 
for  the  abutment  work  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  & Hartford  Railroad  is  furnished  by 
this  company.  The  business  in  Portland  brown 
stone  does  not  comprise  the  whole  product, 
as  all  kinds  of  sandstone,  freestone  and  lime- 
stone are  cut  and  prepared,  and  standard  sizes, 
such  as  are  used  in  ordinary  building  opera- 
tions, are  kept  in  stock. 

Mr.  Bell’s  identification  with  this  enter- 
prise by  no  means  concludes  his  association 
with  important  business  undertakings.  From 


the  time  of  casting  his  first  vote  he  has  taken 
a deep  interest  in  political  affairs,  and  from 
that  moment  he  has  been  prominent  in  town 
matters.  Always  a Republican,  but  by  no 
means  a politician,  he  has  in  view  the  welfare 
of  the  country,  and  in  party  deliberations  has 
been  an  influential  adviser  and  leader.  Mr. 
Bell  represented  Portland  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature in  1889-90,  and  was  a member  of  the 
committee  on  Appropriations.  He  was  a dele- 
gate to  the  Republican  National  Convention 
at  Minneapolis  in  1892.  Mr.  Bell  is  a direc- 
tor of  the  Middlesex  County  National  Bank, 
of  Middletown,  a trustee  of  the  Freestone  Sav- 
ings Bank  of  Portland,  and  was  at  one  time 
the  vice-president  of  the  old  Shaler  & Hall 
Quarry  Company,  of  which  he  is  at  present  a 
director.  He  is  president  of  the  Portland 
Building-  Association,  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Portland  Wharf  Company,  president  of 
the  Freestone  Building  Association,  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Portland  Club  since  its  organiza- 
tion in  1884. 

Mr.  Bell  has  for  some  years  been  promi- 
nent in  the  business,  social  and  secret  organ- 
izations of  the  town,  and  has  taken  a great  in- 
terest in,  as  well  as  lending  a helping  hand  to, 
any  and  all  movements  for  the  town’s  good.  A 
Thirty-second  Degree  Mason,  he  is  well  versed 
in  the  mystic  lore  of  the  order.  He  is  a.  mem- 
ber of  Warren  Lodge,  No.  51,  A.  F.  & A._M. 
at  Portland;  Freestone  Chapter,  No.  34,  R.  A. 
Mi.,  Cyrene  Commandery  No.  8,  K.  T.,  of  Mid- 
dletown; Charter  Oak  Lodge  of  Perfection; 
Hartford  Council,  P.  of  T. ; and  Cyrus  Goodell 
Chapter  of  Hartford ; the  Connecticut  Con- 
sistory of  Norwich ; and  of  Putnam  Phalanx 
of  Hartford.  He  is  a trustee  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Hospital  for  the  Insane  in  Middletown, 
first  being-  appointed  by  Governor  Cooke.  He  is 
a member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  is  a vestryman.  A time-honored 
name  as  that  of  Bell  is  in  Portland  does  not 
retrograde  when  such  men  are  numbered 
among  its  descendants,  and  the  high  precedent 
established  by  its  ancestors  is  not  only  respect- 
ed, but  perpetuated  on  the  same  lofty  plane. 

In  1870  Mr.  Bell  was  married  (first)  to 
Miss  Hettie  M.  Cooper,  a daughter  of  Henry 
S.  and  Julia  (Kelsey)  Cooper.  Through  this 
family  was  established  the  connection  with  the 
old  Griffith  and  Clark  families,  long  established 
in  the  town  of  TIaddam.  Mirs,  Bell  died  Oc-  j 
tober  12,  1883,  leaving  one  son,  Harry  C,  of 
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whom  mention  has  already  been  made.  The 
present  Mrs.  Bell  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Ronalds, 
of  Middletown,  a daughter  of  A.  Walter  and 
Elizabeth  -Hamilton  Ronalds.  She  is  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Barbara  Abbey,  born  No- 
vemlber  7,  1887.  1 

The  Ronalds  Family  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  Scotland,  and  has  a genealogy  that 
reaches  back  to  Ronald,  Earl  of  M'arca,  who 
was  created  Earl  of  Zetland,  and  sovereign 
of  the  Orkney  Islands,  by  Harold  Harfragh, 
King  of  Norway,  A.  D.  875.  Earl  Ronald  was 
for  a time  deprived  of  his  sovereignty,  which 
was  conferred  upon  his  brother,  Sigwid ; but 
t he  was  restored  in  915.  There  are  few  fami- 
lies wlho  can  trace  an  unbroken  line  back 
over  a thousand  years  without  a break,  and  feel 
that  royal  blood  courses  in  their  veins.  The 
trunk  o-f  Mrs.  Bell’s  ancestral  tree  descends 
through  Earls  Einer,  Sigard  II,  to-  Erland, 
cousin  of  William  of  Normandy,  who  con- 
quered England,  and  was  a great-grandson  of 
Earl  Ronald.  Earl  Magnus  VI  was  the  last 
male  of  Norwegian  earls  of  Orkney  and  Shet- 
land. His  successor  was  Margaret,  countess  of 
Orkney  and  Shetland,  who  married  Malise, 
Earl  of  Stratherne.  John,  Earl  of  Orkney  and 
Caithness,  sixth  in  descent  from  Countess  Mar- 
garet. surrendered  the  islands  to-  the  King  of 
Scotland,  renouncing  his  allegiance  to  Norway. 
Allied  to  this  ancient  family  are  the  royal 
houses  of  France,  Spain,  England  and  Prus- 
sia. Earl  John,  the  fourth  from  Margaret, 
by  another  branch,  finding  his  title  to  the  sov- 
ereignty disputed,  put  himself  at  the  head  of 
the  Norwegians,  and  in  honor  of  his  illustrious 
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ancestor  took  the  name  of  Ronald,  and  it  has 
since  been  borne  by  his  descendants  as  a sur- 
name. This  warrior  married  the  granddaugh- 
ter of  King  Robert  Bruce  (2)  in  1409,  and 
their  son,  Earl  John,  was  a Counselor  of  State 
to  King  James  IV.  Sir  Patrick  Ronalds,  born 
in  1540,  was  one  of  those  who  assisted  in  the 
impeachment  and  imprisonment  of  Queen 
Mary.  His  son,  Patrick,  dropped  the  “Sir,” 
and  m]arried  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Robert 
Stewart.  Patrick’s  son  John  fought  with  the 
King  against  Cromwell,  escaped  to  France  and 


returned  after  the  Restoration.  His  grandson, 
Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  John  Ronalds,  K.  B.,  added 
the  final  “s”  to  his  name;  lie  was  a dis- 
tinguished soldier  in  the  British  army,  and  died 
at  Calcutta.  The  entire  record  of  the  gen- 
ealogy shows  that  the  Ronalds  were  prominent 


people  in  their  native  land  for  many  hundred 
years,  and  were  far  mbre  than  ordinary  High- 
landers. The  genealogy-  is  in  the  family  regis- 
ter, Lyon  office,  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  a 
copy  is  in  the  possession  of  Peter  L.  Ronalds, 
Newtown,  Fairchild  Co.,  Connecticut. 

A.  Walter  Rlonalds,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Bell, 
wias  born  in  the  wrest  of  Scotland  in  1824,  and 
his  wife,  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  Was  born  in  May, 
1826,  in  Paisley,  Scotland,  a daughter  of 
Henry  and  Jane  (Wilson)  Hamilton.  Mr. 
Ronalds  and  his  wife  were  married  in  Scot- 
land, and  in  February,  1853,  sailed  from  Glas- 
gowr,  landing  in  New  York  after  one  month 
on  the  water.  With  them  were  their  two 
children,  Jane  and  James.  Walter  Ronalds 
was  a cooper,  and  worked  at  his  trade  in  Mid- 
dletown, until  his  death  in  1877.  C)f  his  nine 
children  all  lived  to  adult  age,  excqiting  one, 
Grace,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years ; Jennie 
(Jane)  is  Mrs.  William  Stevens,  of  Middle- 
town  ; James  died  when  twenty-four  in  Mid- 
dletown ; Mary  married  Edward  Smith,  of 
Middletown,  and  died  in  1898;  Miss  Barbara 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen ; Elizalieth  is  Mrs. 
Bell ; Henry  died  in  Middletown  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two;  Walter  married  Ida  Pitt,  and  lives 
in  Bridgeport ; and  Zilla  married  Ward  Lewis, 
and  lives  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.  Mrs.  Walter 
Ronalds  is  yet  living,  and  has  her  home  in 
Middletown,  where  she  is  highly  respected. 

The  Bell  Family  in  Portland  dates  back 
to  the  very  first  years  of  the  last  century,  the 
progenitor  being  George  Bell,  a native  of 
South  Glastonbury,  who.  when  a young  man 
and  unmarried,  located  as  a blacksmith  in  a 
settlement  that  is  now  called  Gildersleeve, 
where  he  did  considerable  work  in  the  ship- 
yards. The  family  had  been  residents  of  his 
native  town  since  before  1750.  George  Bell 
was  born  in  1783.  in  the  vicinity  of  Bell’s  Hill, 
a son  of  Elizur  Bell,  who  was  a soldier  in  the 
wiar  of  the  American  Revolution,  where  he 
served  as  a sharpshooter.  George  Bell  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  received  a 
grant  of  government  land  in  recognition  of 
hi:  services.  On  December  1,  1803,  by  Dr. 
Strong,  he  was  married  to  Anna  Crosby,  of 
Chatham,  who  was  born  in  1785,  a daughter 
of  John  and  S.  (Kellogg)  Crosby,  and  who 
died  in  Portland,  August  30,  iSix),  at  the  age 
nf  eighty-four,  and  was  buried  at  Center  cem- 
etery. To  George  Bell  and  wife  were  bom 
the  following  children:  (1)  Charles,  lx>m  in 
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1804,  died  August  3,  1838.  He  married 
Louisa  Belden,  of  Cromwell,  learned  the  black- 
smith trade  under  the  instructions  of  his  fa- 
ther, and  was  employed  in  Portland  in  the  stone 
quarries,  where  he  died.  Bv  his  wife,  Louisa 
Belden,  of  Cromwell,  he  had  three  children, 
Lucy,  Charles  and  Anna,  all  now  deceased. 
George  and  Anna  Francis,  children  of  Lucy 
(Bell)  Francis,  are  his  only  descendants.  (2) 
Celestia  married  Preston  Dixon,  died  in  Mich- 
igan at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  leaving  two 
children : George,  who  lives  in  California ; and 
Mariah,  who  married  Smith  Kellogg.  (3) 
Edwin  was  the  third  child.  (4)  Hannah,  born 
in  1813,  died  in  1858.  She  married  William  L. 
Dixon,  ship  carpenter  at  Gildersleeve,  who 
died  March  4,  1877.  They  left  three  children: 
Henrietta,  who  mlairried  Elijah  Ackley ; Ellen, 
who'  married  Frank  Ackley;  and  William 
C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two>.  (5) 
Prudence  died  in  August,  1845.  She  was 
the  second  wife  of  Israel  Warner,  of  Crom- 
well, and  left  one  daughter,  Prudence,  now 
Mrs.  Frank  Reynolds,  of  Detroit.  (6)  George 
W.,  born  February  22,  1822,  married  Helen 
M.  Hopkins,  a native  of  Utica,  New  York, 
and  has  one  daughter,  Plelen  G.,  born  Septem- 
ber 3,  1850,  who  is  now  at  hom!e.  Mr.  Bell 
learned  the  blacksmith  trade  under  the  instruc- 
tions of  his  father,  and  Worked  at  the  trade 
until  his  sixty-fifth  year.  He  is  living  in  Port- 
land. (7)  Mary  A.,  born  in  1826,  died  May 
26,  1888.  She  married  Frank  Hickock,  of 
Rocky  Hill,  and  became  the  mother  of  the 
following  children : Mary,  now  Mrs.  Scran- 

ton, of  Middletown;  George,  of  Indianapolis, 
Indiana.;  Lewis,  of  Bridgeport;  Charles,  who' 
died  in  Chicago  in  1898;  and  Jennie,  of  Bridge- 
port. 

Mr.  Bell,  the  father  of  the  above  family, 
was  an  industrious  and  hard-working  man, 
and  had  a good  reputation  as  a mechanic.  He 
gave  up  his  trade  for  years  before  his 
death,  but  occasionally  did  small  jobs  at  it. 
He  was  a man  of  large  proportions,  and  in  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  weighed  about  three 
hundred  pounds.  His  death,  which  occurred 
February  1 1,  1857,  was  sudden,  as  he  was  sick 
but  twenty-four  hours.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
Was  a man  with  few;,  if  any,  enemies,  but  a 
host  of  warm  friends,  who  loved  him  for  his 
manly  qualities  and  his  plain  and  unassuming 
virtues.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig,  and  then 


became  a Republican,  voting  regularly,  but 
taking  little  interest  in  the  manipulations  of 
the  party  organization.  At  his  death  he  left 
a comfortable  competence,  notwithstanding  the 
loss  of  $2,000,  a sum  in  those  days  not  easily 
acquired.  His  widow  survived  a number  of 
years,  and  both  are  buried  in  Portland. 

Edwin  Bell,  son  of  George,  was  born  at 
his  father's  homestead,  Gildersleeve,  Decem- 
ber 26,  1 81 1.  While  still  a boy  he  learned  the 
trade  of  blacksmith  in  his  father’s  shop,  which 
j was  across  the  road  from  his  home.  He  at- 
tended the  neighboring  school,  and  engaged 
at  his  trade  While  yet  in  his  teens.  He  was 
fond  of  recalling  his  boyhood  experiences,  such 
as  driving  a single  ox  to  a cart  carrying  iron 
down  to  the  ship  yard  under  the  old  elm,  now 
standing  near  the  Brainerd  quarry  office. 
When  he  was  twenty-one  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Middlesex  Quarry  Company  as 
a blacksmith,  but  later  in  life  he  was  in  busi- 
ness for  himself.  At  one  time  he  was  a part- 
ner with  his  brother  Charles,  and  later  with 
his  brother  George  W.  For  a time  he  was 
in  the  Shaler  & Flail  quarry,  and  afterwards 
went  back  to*  the  Middlesex  quarry,  continuing 
in  this  business  in  all  about  forty-three  years. 
He  retired  in  1875.  Mr.  Bell  was  first  mar- 
ried December  18,  1833,  by  the  Rev.  Harvey 
Talcott,  to  Miss  Prudence  M.  Abbey,  daugh- 
ter of  Asaph  and  Ruth  (Hollister)  Abbey. 

Of  the  Abbey  Family  to  which  Mrs.  Bell 
belonged,  her  grandfather,  Samp  el  Abbey, 
born  1726,  died  August  10,  1806,  was  the 
keeper  of  the  old  “Abbey  tavern.”  He  was 
also>  a store-keeper,  and  used  to  ride  on  horse- 
back to  Boston  to  buy  his  goods.  This  old 
tavern  was  one  of  the  best  known  inns  in  the 
Connecticut  river  valley,  and  for  more  than 
a hundred  years  it  was  not  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Abbey  family.  Samuel  Abbey  was  twice 
married.  His  first  wife  died  and  left  a family 
of’  eleven  children.  He  married,  for  a second 
wlife,  a widow,  Mrs.  Leland,  of  Grafton,  Mass. 
She  was  also  the  mother  of  eleven  children 
by  her  first  husband,  and  one  of  these  eleven 
children  married  Andrew  Shepard,  and  was 
the  paternal  grandmother  of  Nelson  Shepard, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Asaph  Abbey  was  the  only  child  of  his 
parents  by  their  second  marriage.  He  had 
twenty-twb  half  brothers  and  sisters,  an  in- 
cident somewhat  rare  in  genealogical  records. 

Asaph  Abbey,  born  August  26,  1776,  and 
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Ruth  Hollister,  born  October  25,  1781,  were 
married  June  1,  1800.  They  became  the 
parents  of  a family  of  thirteen  children  : ( 1 ) 

Anson,  born  March  9,  1801,  married  Clarissa 
Taylor,  of  Glastonbury,  and  moved  to  Penn- 
sylvania. (2)  Pamielia,  born  July  19,  1802, 
married  Russell  Pelton,  of  Portland,  and  died 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  (3)  Asaph,  born  January 
26,  t8o4,  was  a peddler  of  Yankee  notions, 
traveling  over  the  central  West.  H'e  married  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  Cleveland.  He  was 
of  a fun  loving  nature,  and  a man  of  many 
friends.  (4)  David,  born  September  9,  1805,  1 
was  a hardware  merchant  in  Cleveland,  where 
he  died.  Previous  to  locating  there,  he  had 
been  in  business  in  Akron,  Ohio,  and  Pittsburg, 
Pa.  He  married  Sarah  Snow,  of  Chester, 
Conn.  (5)  Russell,  born  February  3,  1807, 
died  at  Chicago,  111.  He  was  a peddler  in  his 
early  life,  and  was  later  a merchant  at  Akron, 
Ohio.  Joining  a party  during  the  gold  excite- 
ment, he  made  the  journey  overland  to  Cali- 
fornia, and  was  one  of  the  two  members  of 
the  party  that  survived  the  trip.  Later  he  was 
in  business  in  Chicago',  and  was  a heavy  loser 
in  the  great  fire.  (6)  Ruth,  born  October  27, 
1808,  married  Charles  Shepard,  went  to  Min- 
nesota with  her  husband,  where  she  died. 
(7)  Prudence,  born  March  18,  1811,  miarried 
Edwin  Bell,  and  died  in  Portland.  (8)  Sarah 
A.,  born  January  20,  1813,  married  Charles 
Bartlett,  and  lives  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  (9)  Cap- 
tain William1  W.,  born  October  18,  1814,  re- 
sides at  Glastonbury.  All  his  life  has  been 
passed  as  a farmer,  except  for  the  six  years 
he  was  in  the  butcher  business  at  Portland. 
H'e  was  married  three  times,  and  to  each  union 
came  children,  of  whom  five  are  now  living. 
As  early  as  1840,  he  was  a captain  in  a rifle 
company,  and  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out 
he  raised  a company  of  men  for  the  govern- 
ment. This  became  Company  II,  Twenty-fifth 
Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  he  was 
commissioned  its  captain,  and  served  a year 
at  the  front,  even  though  forty-eight  years  old. 
(10)  Henry  A.,  born  November  10,  1816, 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  ( 1 1 ) Grove  X., 
born  August  19,  1818,  went  to  Akron  Ohio, 
and  worked  for  his  brother  David,  later  be- 
coming his  partner.  I !e  then  went  to  Chicago, 
and  had  his  business  burned  out  by  the  big 
fire;  he  died  in  that  city.  (12)  Samuel,  Ixarn 
April  13,  1820,  died  in  Sandwich,  III.  lie 
was  a peddler  when  a young  man,  hut  later 


he  settled  in  Illinois,  where  he  was  a traveling 
salesman  for  his  brothers,  then  in  business  in 
Chicago’.  (13)  Lucy,  horn  November  1, 
1825,  married  James  D.  Johnson,  of  Portland, 
and  now  lives  in  Chicago.  Asaph  Abbey,  the 
father  of  this  family,  was  an  extensive  farmer, 
owning  a place  of  300  acres,  which  he  had 
purchased  from  the  estate  of  his  father,  Sam- 
uel Abbey,  and  it  was  the  family  homestead  for 
many  years.  He  was  a captain  in  the  old 
militia.  Very  strict  in  his  religious  views,  he 
was  a faithful  member  of  the  Portland  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  his  children  were  sup- 
posed to  go  to  church  every  Sunday  that  the 
weather  would  permit.  He  died  at  his  home, 
December  17,  1831,  and  is  buried  at  Center 
cemetery,  Portland.  His  widow  died  in  Cleve- 
land, February  20,  1868,  and  was  buried  there. 

On  September  13,  1852,  Edwin  Bell  was 
married  by  the  Rev.  Harvey  Talcott,  to  his 
second  wife,  Harriett  A.  Abbey,  daughter  of 
Anson  and  Clarissa  (Taylor)  Abbey.  Her 
parents  removed  to  Wayne  county,  Pa.,  where 
they  went  the  way  of  the  world  in  good  time. 
The  third  wife  of  Mr.  Edwin  Bell  was  Delia 
M.  White,  a daughter  of  Captain  Evelyn 
White,  of  Portland,  and  she  died  July  31,  1899. 
They  were  married  February  1,  1865,  by  the 
Rev.  A.  C.  Dennison. 

Edwin  Bell  began  housekeeping  after  his 
first  marriage  in  what  was  known  as  the 
“Dean’’  on  Main  street,  Portland.  Fie  always 
lived  on  that  street,  and  in  the  later  years  of  his 
life  he  occupied  the  Alfred  Wilcox  residence, 
which  he  owned  for  many  years.  He  was 
elected  a director  of  the  Middlesex  Quarry 
Company  in  1858,  and  held  that  position  until 
1877,  when  he  resigned.  He  was  elected  a 
director  the  same  year  of  the  Shaler  & Hall 
quarry,  remaining  as  such  until  1888.  In 
that  year  he  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  son  Edw'in  Irwing.  Mr.  Bell  was  of  a 
quiet  and  unasserting  disposition,  a thought- 
ful, conservative  man,  whose  deliberate  judg- 
ment was  highly  esteemed  and  frequently 
sought.  His  home  life  was  pleasant,  and  he 
was  a liberal  and  an  affectionate  parent.  His 
children  were  a credit  to  any  father,  and  they 
respected  his  slightest  wish,  lie  took  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  their  Imsiness  career,  and  early 
impressed  upon  the  minds  of  his  sons  princi- 
ples of  business  integrity  that  they  have  found 
to  underlie  all  desirable  success.  Hiev  have 
done  well,  and  their  success  was  a source  of 
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much  pride  and  satisfaction  to  the  father.  In 
later  years  the  mutual  confidence,  esteem  and 
profound  love  and  respect  that  existed  (be- 
tween Mr.  Bell  and  “his  boys”  were  a credit  to 
all  concerned.  Mr.  Bell  had  a genial  disposi- 
tion that  made  him  many  friends.  He  greatly 
enjoyed  social  gatherings,  and  often  attended 
such  gatherings  in  New  York  when  the  stone 
cutters  would  come  together.  He  made  a 
success  in  life,  and  though  he  never  regarded 
the  accumulation  of  property  as  his  chief  busi- 
ness in  life,  he  left  a very  comfortable  estate. 
He  left  his  children  a more  valuable  legacy, 
that  of  a good  name  and  an  honorable  reputa- 
tion for  genuine  manhood  and  unswerving  in- 
tegrity, such  as  but  few  inherit.  Tb  his  last 
years  may  be  applied  those  words  of  Robert 
Collyer:  “Olid  age  is  the  repose  of  life; 

the  rest  that  precedes  the  rest  that  remains.” 
“With  love  and  honor,  has  a loving  father, 
husband  and  kind  friend  been  laid  to<  that  long 
rest.”  Mr.  Ball’s  friends  were  to  be  found 
in  every  walk  of  life,  among  the  rich  and 
aristocratic,  as  well  among  the  poor  and  lowly. 
His  treatment  of  those  in  his  employment  was 
marked  by  a rare  consideration  and  a fineness 
of  feeling  which  was  productive  of  unsurpassed 
results. 

The  children  of  Edwin  and  Prudence  M. 
(Abbey)  Bell  were  as  follows:  (i)Isadore 

C.,  born  October  17,  1835,  married  Henry 
Howe,  and  resides  in  Ira,  Ohio:.  They  have 
three  children,  Edwin  Bell,  Frank  R.  and 
Abbey.  (2)  Abbey  A.,  born  November  9, 
1838,  died  in  February,  1866.  She  married 
Deacon  Reuben  Payne,  and  left  one  son, 
Dwight  J.,  of  Middletown,  whose  sketch  ap- 
pears elsewhere.  (3)  Sarah  Jane,  born  May 
9,  1841,  died  November  13,  1854.  (4)  Anna 

Mary,  born  March  20,  1843,  died  December 
9,  of  the  same  year.  (5)  Grove  L.,  born  Oc- 
tober 11,  1844,  died  December  3,  1863,  at 
Stephenson,  Ala.,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  war  for  the  Union  as  a member  of  Com- 
pany D,  Twentieth  Connecticut  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. (6)  Rosalie,  born  February  8,  died 
March  13,  1847.  (7)  Edwin  Irving,  born 

September  17,  1848,  is  the  subject  of  this 
article.  To  Edwin  and  Harriett  A.  (Abbey) 
Bell  were  born  two  sons  and  a daughter: 
Charles  H.,  November  20,  1853,  whose  sketch 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Lucy  J. , 
May  27,  1856,  married  E.  D.  Spaulding, 


died  September  13,  1887,  leaving  two  chil-  ! 
dren,  Madge  E.  and  Edwin  Bell;  and  George 
C.,  August  27,  1858',  is  post  master  at  Port- 
land, and  he  has  a sketch  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

Harry  C.  Bell,  son  of  E.  Irving  and 
Hettie  ML  (Cooper)  Bell,  was  born  in  Port-  jj 
land  July  20,  1871,  and  received  a fine  [ 
education,  which  beginning  in  the  Portland 
public  schools,  was  continued  in  the  Western  j 
Reserve  Academy,  at  Hudson,  Ohio:,  where  |[ 
he  spent  two  years.  He  then  attended  the  t 
Trinity  Military  School,  at  Tivoli,  N.  Y.,  for  i 
a year.  This  concluded  his  schooling  and 
after  a three  months’  trip  to  Europe,  he  began 
bis  business  career  as  an  apprentice  to  the 
trade  of  stone  cutting.  He  worked  a year 
and  a half  in  the  yard  at  Portland,  a year  and 
a half  building  the  Government  postoffice  at  j 
New  Bedford,  Mass.,  and  a year  at  Washing-  | 
ton,  D.  C.  Mr.  Bell  was  thoroughly  posted  f 
by  this  time  as  to  all  the  details  of  the  trade,  [ 
and  competent  to  begin  business  for  himself.  * 
He  opened  an  office  as  a contractor  at  Wash- 
ington, and  was  married  September  1,  1892,  I. 
while  living  in  that  city,  to  Miss  Cassie  E.  f. 
Smith,  of  Portland,  Conn.  She  was  born 
February  1 6,  1872,  a daughter  of  Charles  and  . k 
Emma  J.  (Hurlbut)  Smith.  Four  children  1 
have  come  to  bless  their  home : Elizabeth  M.,  j 
born  February  I,  1896;  E.  Irving  (2),  born  j 
November  23,  1899;  Carlisle  Smith,  born  De-  ‘ 
cember  25,  1900;  and  Harry  Hurlbut,  born 
June  3,  1902.  Mr.  Bell  returned  to  Portland  j 
in  the  spring  of  1899,  and  was  one  year  in  the  1 
employ  of  the  Connecticut  Steam,  BroWn  Stone  1 
Company  as  foreman,  becoming  secretary  of  , 
that  company  in  the  spring  of  1895,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  holds.  He  is  a Republican,  but  has  r 
no  time  for  politics.  In  the  Masonic  fratern-  ! 
ity,  he  is  affiliated  with  Warren  Lodge  and  J 
Freestone  Chapter  at  Portland;  the  .Cyrene  f 
Comjmlandery  at  Middletown ; the  Charter 
Oak  Lodge  of  Perfection ; the  Hartford  Coun- 
cil, P.  of  J. ; and  the  Cyrus  Goodell  Chapter, 
of  Rose  Croix,  Hartford ; the  Connecticut 
Consistory  at  Norwich ; and  the  Almas  Tem- 
ple, Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. ; Putnam  Phalanx,  Hartford.  Mrs. 

Bell  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
They  have  a fine  home  on  Fairview  avenue,  : 
in  which  they  have,  among  other  interesting 
articles  of  value,  fine  paintings  of  two  an- 
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cestors  of  Mr.  Bell,  a fine  painting  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Griffith,  and  also  the  coat-of-arffis  of  the 
Clarks  and  the  Griffiths,  which  is  several  cen- 
turies old. 

DANIEL  CROWELL  is  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  respected  residents  of  the  West  Long 
Hill  District  of  Middletown,  where  he  has 
passed  his  entire  life.  The  Crowell  family  is 
quite  numerous  in  and  about  Middletown,  and 
while  the  origin  can  not  authoritatively  be 
traced,  they  are  known  to  be  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  New  England.  By  some  persons 
the  name  is  declared  to  be  of  Dutch  origin, 
while  by  others  it  is  affirmed  with  equal  con- 
fidence that  it  is  of  English.  Tradition  has  it 
that  the  name  was  at  the  beginning  spelled 
Cromwell,  and  when  a small  colony  on  its  way 
to  America,  to  avoid  persecution,  decided  to 
make  a change,  the  letter  “m”  was  eliminated, 
was  ceremoniously  buried  at  sea,  and  the  name 
became  Crowell.  While  the  identity  of  the  first 
Crowell  toi  settle  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  is  lost 
in  the  obscurity  of  the  past,  the  family  here  has 
ever  been  prominent,  and  its  individual  mem- 
bers have  always  been  thrifty,  useful,  success- 
ful and  honored  citizens. 

Daniel  Crowell,  grandfather  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  opens  this  review,  was  born 
in  the  Long  Hill  District  of  Middletown,  was 
an  extensive  farmer,  to  which  vocation  he  de- 
voted his  attention  constantly  during  the  ag- 
ricultural season,  and  in  the  winter  engaged 
with  his  sons  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes,  tie 
owned  a great  deal  of  woodland,  and  cut  large 
quantities  of  timber  for  shipbuilding  purposes. 
He  was  also  a sort  of  scrivener,  and  drew  up 
many  deeds  and  wills  for  his  neighbors.  Daniel 
Crowell  married  Miss  Sarah  Hubbard,  who 
was  born  January  16,  1751,  the  eldest  daughter 
of  Nehemiah  and  Sarah  (Sill)  Hubbard,  and 
granddaughter  of  Joseph  and  Phebe  (Lord) 
Sill,  of  Lyme,  Conn.  To  this  union  came  seven 
children,  viz. : It)  Daniel,  born  April  4,  1772, 

located  in  Hartford,  where  he  was  president 
of  a hank  for  many  years.  He  first  married 
Sarah  A.  Olcott,  who  died  January  S,  1812, 
and  he  later  married  Lucy  Terre  Dwight,  who 
was  born  August  29,  1794,  and  died  October 
25,  1875.  Daniel  died  in  Hartford  July  17, 
1867.  (2)  Matthew,  the  second  child  born  to 

Daniel  and  Sarah  Crowell,  died  in  infancy.  (,3) 
Seth,  the  third  child,  was  the  father  of  Daniel, 
the  subject  of  this  memoir.  (4)  David  was  a 


farmer  in  West  Long  Hill;  he  married  Lucy 
Ward.  (5)  Elizabeth  married  Daniel  Bird- 
sey,  a farmer  in  Middlefield,  and  became  the 
grandmother  of  Enoch  Birdsev,  whose  biog- 
raphy appears  elsewhere.  (6)  Comfort  was 
married  to  P.  M.  Arnold.  (7)  Sarah  married 
Enoch  Tryon,  a farmer  in  the  Bow  Lane  Dis- 
trict of  Middletown. 

Seth  Crowell,  the  third  of  the  children  just 
enumerated,  was  born  April  5,  1781,  just  east 
of  the  present  residence  of  his  son  Daniel,  and 
there  resided  until  his  marriage,  when  he  re- 
moved to  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Elmer 
Crowell,  which  farm  he  purchased  from  Jesse 
Atkins.  He  was  a man  of  very  powerful  build, 
and  at  one  time  weighed  nearly  three  hundred 
pounds.  He  was  always  an  active  and  hard- 
working man,  and  so  powerful  that  he  could 
outlift  or  could  “throw”  any  of  his  younger 
neighbors  in  a wrestling  match,  a pastime  very 
frequent  in  his  early  days.  In  his  young  man- 
hood he  made  a trip  to  Ohio,  hauling  a load  of 
household  effects  for  a family  about  to  settle 
in  the  “New  Connecticut,”  and  this  trip  occu- 
pied three  months’  time.  On  settling  upon  the 
Atkins  farm  Seth  Crowell  engaged  extensively 
in  general  farming  and  in  the  raising  of  live 
stock,  and,  as  his  father  had  done,  cut  a great 
deal  of  ship  timber,  which  he  hauled  by  ox- 
team  to  Cromwell  and  disposed  of  to  a Mr. 
Belcher,  then  a well-known  shipbuilder. 

Seth  Crowell  married  Pliehe  Birdsev,  who 
was  born  November  3,  1782,  daughter  of  John 
and  Esther  ( Coe)  Birdsev,  and  to  this  union 
came  a family  of  five  children,  viz. : Smith, 

born  April  21,  1802,  died  May  10.  1804.  Sa- 
rah, born  May  27,  1804,  married  Henry  At- 
kins, a farmer  and  mechanic  of  Middletown, 
and  died  February  3,  1896.  in  Durham.  Daniel 
is  mentioned  further  on.  Pliehe,  born  Decem- 
ber 28.  1 8 1 1 , married  Nelson  Coe,  and  died  at 
Middlefield.  Seth,  born  February  16.  1820, 
married  Jane  Harris,  and  for  many  years 
farmed  in  West  Long  Hill,  then  removing  to 
! Durham,  where  he.  died  March  22,  1896; 
his  wife  passed  away  \ugust  21,  1 892,  and  the 
remains  of  both  were  buried  in  the  harm  Hill 
cemetery.  Seth  C rowell,  the  father  ot  this 
familv,  lived  to  be  over  seventy  years  ot  age, 
and  Phebe,  his  wife,  died  October  12,  18(13. 

Daniel  Crowell,  with  whose  name  this  bi- 
j ographical  review  opens,  was  born  November 
l 4,  1809,  near  his  present  home,  on  the  site  of 
the  house  now  occupied  by  Elmer  ' rowell.  lie 
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attended  the  district  school,  a mile  and  a half 
from  his  home,  and  a few  short  months  in  the 
winter  for  two  years  were  made  to1  suffice  for 
his  schooling.  He  gave  his  time  to  his  father 
until  he  reached  his  majority,  after  which  he 
continued  to  work  on  the  home  farm  until  his 
marriage,  when  about  twenty-four  years  old, 
his  father  allowing  him  one  hundred  dollars 
per  year  for  his  services.  With  his  savings 
from  this  allowance  he  made  his  start  in  busi- 
ness life. 

Mr.  Crowell  was  married  in  Middletown 
February  5,  1833,  to  Caroline  Crowell,  and 
shortly  afterward  settled  on  his  present  farm. 
He  at  first  got  out  large  amounts  of  firewood, 
the  chief  fuel  at  that  time,  which  he  hauled 
to-  Middletown  and  sold  for  five  dollars  per 
cord.  In  extremely  cold  weather,  when  wood 
was  in  great  demand,  the  people  of  the  town 
would  sally  out  on  the  road  and  buy  the  wood 
before  the  farmer  or  woodman  could  reach  his 
destination.  Live  stock  also,  in  the  early  days, 
received  a great  deal  of  attention  from  Mr. 
Crowell. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Crowell  with  Car- 
oline Crowell,  a distant  relative,  and  who  was 
born  February  26,  1813,  daughter  of  Levi  and 
Parmelia  (Brooks)  Crowell,  the  former  a 
farmer  of  East  Long  Hill,  have  been  born  eight 
children,  viz. : Charles  R.,  born  November  9, 

1833,  a farmer  at  South  Farms,  married  Sa- 
rah B.  Coe,  who  has  borne  him  three  children, 
Minnie  C,  Annie  B.  (now  Mrs.  John  Dodd) 
and  Benjamin  C.  Smith,  born  March  28, 
1836,  was  a farmer  in  West  Long  Hill,  mar- 
ried Maria  Southmayd,  and  died  December  14, 
1893  ; they  had  no  children.  Sarah  born  Octo- 
ber 28,  1838,  is  the  widow  of  William  Crowell, 
late  a farmer  of  Long  Hill,  has  one  child,  El- 
mer, and  is  now  living  with  her  father.  Lu- 
cretia,  born  June  22,  1841,  is  married  to  Cur- 
tis Gilbert,  of  the  Newfield  District,  who  is 
mentioned  elsewhere.  Hannah  II.,  born 
March  12,  1843,  *s  wife  of  Edwin  Whit- 
more, of  Maromas,  and  is  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Belle  and  Clayton.  Luther  D.,  born 
August  1,  1838,  died  July  11,  1864.  Martha 
G.,  born  October  6,  1850,  is  the  widow  of 
Charles  Burr,  and  the  mother  of  one  daughter, 
Carrie,  born  November  3,  1871,  who  married 
John  Gudebrod,  and  died  in  New  York  City 
May  19,  1895  ; Mrs.  Burr  now  lives  with  her 
father.  Carrie  R.,  born  September  1,  1856, 
died  August  17,  1863. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Crowell  celebrated  | 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  marriage  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1883,  and  have  now  been  wedded  for 
over  sixty-nine  years — an  unusually  long  pe-  j! 
riocl  of  matrimonial  life.  Mr.  Crowell  has- 
never  tasted  tobacco  and  never  used  whiskey, 
and  this  fact  may,  to  a considerable  extent,  ac- 
count for  his  present  comparatively  robust  con- 
dition. He  has  never  been  ambitious  as  to 
the  holding  of  public  office,  but  as  a Republican, 
in  the  success  of  which  party  he  has  taken  an  1 
active  interest  since  its  foundation,  he  has  filled 
the  position  of  school  director.  One  of  the 
oldest,  he  is  also  one  of  the  most  honored,  of 
the  residents  of  his  district,  and  has  ever  main- 
tained the  good  name  bequeathed  him  by  his  [ 
ancestors.  I 

JAMES  HICKS  SPENCER,  a well-  j 
known  importer  and  successful  business  man  j 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  is  a native  of  the  I 
town  of  Westbrook,  Middlesex  county.  He  is 
a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  old  I 
and  prominent  families  of  New  England,  and 
through  intermarriage  is  connected  with  many  » 
of  those  who  have  made  history  in  the  eastern  \ 
part  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Spencer's  first  American  ancestor  was 
Gerard  Spencer,  who  was  born  as  early  as  : 
1610,  emigrated  from  England  in  1634,  and 
settled  at  Newtown,  now  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Later  he  removed  to  Lynn,  Mass.,  thence  to  j 
Hartford,  and  subsequently  to-  Haddam,  in 
1662,  being  made  a freeman  in  1672.  He  j 
died  in  1685,  leaving  a family.  One  son, 
Thomas,  was  a settler  of  Pochaug,  now  West- 
brook, and  from  him  have  descended  mo-st  of 
the  name  in  the  towns  of  Old  Saybrook,  Say-  | 
brook,  Westbrook  and  Essex.  j 

Thomas  Spencer  was  the  first  mine  worker 
in  Middlesex  county,  Conn.,  becoming  inter- 
ested in  the  iron  ore  mines  of  Pond  Meadow. 

He  died  in  16039,  leaving  three  sons,  Gerard, 
Thomas  and  Caleb.  The  last  named,  known  as 
Ensign  Caleb,  born  in  1695,  had  children  as 
follows : Joseph,  Mary,  Caleb,  Hjinnah,  Lem- 
uel, John,  Sarah  and  Jemima.  Caleb  Spencer, 
son  of  Ensign  Caleb,  and  the  great-grand- 
father of  James  H.,  was  born  in  1724,  and  died 
in  1783.  He  married  Mrs.  Johanna  Stokes, 
and  had  three  children : Caleb,  Timothy  and  i 

John, 

Timothy  Spencer,  grandfather  of  James 
LL,  was  born  in  Westbrook,  where  he  carried 
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on  the  business  of  carpenter  and  shipbuilder, 
and  as  his  occupation  took  him  away  from 
home  a great  part  of  the  time  the  care  of 
the  family  fell  upon  the  mother.  Mr.  Spencer 
married  Pblly  Bushnell,  who  was  born  in  1773, 
and  died  in  1820,  and  the  children  born  to 
them  were : Mariette,  who  married  Martin 

Dowd,  of  Madison,  Conn. ; Emeline,  who>  mar- 
ried George  Spencer,  of  Toledo^,  Ohio;  Fred- 
erick Wilcox;  Joseph  W. ; Alfred  Goodrich, 
born  in  1814,  who  married  Diana  Magne,  and 
died  in  Westbrook,  in  1880;  Elouisa,  born  in 
1816,  who  married  William  M.  Kirtland,  and 
resides  in  Westbrook,  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 

I Charles  L.  Clark;  and  Harriet,  born  in  1820, 
who  married  Giles  G'rinell,  and  died  in  Clinton, 
Conn.  One  of  the  sons,  Alfred  G.,  at  the  age 
of  fifteen,  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  on 
Long  Island  Sound,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six  was  in  commland  of  the  ship  “Hector,”  at 
that  time  one  of  the  largest  that  sailed  from 
the  port  of  New  York,  in  the  employ  of  E.  D. 
Hurlburt  & Co. ; later  he  was  with  Everett  & 
Brown,  commanding  the  “Silais  Greenman” 
and  “E.  C.  Scranton,”  and  with  the  Black  Star 
Line,  with  which  he  remained  until  his  re- 
tirement. 

Capt.  Joseph  Whittlesey  Spencer,  the 
father  of  James  H.,  was  born  June  10,  1812. 
Born  and  reared  amid  hardships  and  constant 
toil,  he  experienced  few  of  the  pleasures  of  hap- 
py childhood.  Constant  work  on  the  farm 
and  other  labor  in  the  neighborhood  afforded 
him  little  time  to*  acquire,  more  than  a rudi- 
mentary education,  and,  as  soon  as  able,  lie, 
like  his  brothers,  commenced  in  the  coasting 
trade  along  Long  Island  Sound.  When  but 
sixteen  he  made  a voyage  to  Cartagena,  as  an 
ordinary  seaman  on  the  “Athenian,”  of  which 
Capt.  William  A.  Chapman,  of  Connecticut, 

1 was  in  command,  and  he  subsequently  sailed 
with  Capt.  Wood,  of  Saybrook  to  the  south 
side  of  Cuba,  where  the  captain  and  all  the 
crew  but  Mr.  Spencer  and  one  other  took  yel- 
low fever,  the  captain  and  one  man  dying. 
The  mate  took  charge  of  the  vessel  for  the 
remainder  of  the  voyage  and  young  Spencer 
took  the  place  of  second  mate.  Subsequently 
he  entered  the  employ  of  Silas  E.  Burrows,  a 
New  York  shipping  merchant,  formerly  of 
Mystic,  Conn.,  making  several  voyages  in  the 
“Athenian”  and  other  vessels  which  sailed  to 
Cartagena,  which  was  then  a favorite  with 
invalids  afflicted  with  consumption.  As  there 


were  no  steamers  in  those  days,  the  sailing 
vessels  carried  many  passengers.  Mr.  Spen- 
cer made  rapid  advancement,  and  in  1834, 
when  but  tw  enty-two  years  old,  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  brig  “Medina."  In  1835-36  Si- 
las E.  Burrows  sold  his  interest  in  the  line 
of  South  American  packets  and  fitted  out  a 
line  of  whaling  ships,  Capt.  Spencer  assist- 
ing in  this  work,  and  in  that  way  acquiring  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  science  of  whale 
fishing.  O11  the  completion  of  the  whale  boats 
Capt.  Spencer  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  bark 
“Gen.  Brown,”  and  sailed  for  Patagonia,  Cape 
Horn  and  the  Falkland  Islands.  Although  this 
was  his  first  experience  in  whale  fishing,  he 
managed  one  of  the  boats  and  captured  the 
first  whale.  The  entire  voyage  occupied  some 
thirty-two  months,  and  was  considered  very 
successful.  After  completing  this  work  Capt. 
Spencer  took  the  bark  into  Rio  Janeiro,  where 
he  disposed  of  both  vessel  and  cargo.  His 
share  amounted  to  over  $2,000,  and  soon  after- 
ward he  returned  home,  where  he  purchased 
an  interest  in  the  “Crusoe”  and  renewed  his 
connection  with  the  South  American  trade, 
continuing  for  two  years. 

Ambitious  to  become  commander  of  a larg- 
er vessel,  the  Captain  sold  his  interest  in  the 
“Crusoe”  and  soon  afterward  built  and  took 
command  of  the  “Rose  Standish.”  476  tons 
burden,  then  in  the  employ  of  E.  D.  Hurlburt 
& Co.,  continuing  with  this  firm  until  their 
failure,  in  1848.  Assisted  by  his  friends.  Capt. 
Spencer  then  built  the  “William  Rathbum,”  a 
three-deck  ship  of  1,100  tons,  and  entered  the 
Liverpool  trade.  In  1853  be  entered  the  serv- 
ice of  Everett  & Brown,  and,  with  friends  in 
Mystic,  Conn.,  built  the  “Davy  Crockett."  the 
largest  ship  ever  constructed  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  and  one  of  the  fastest  as  well 
as  one  of  the  most  successful  ships  ever  built 
in  this  country.  From  the  command  of  a brig 
I of  180  tons,  in  1834,  Capt.  Spencer  had  risen 
by  1853  to  the  command  of  one  of  the  finest 
clippers  that  ever  sailed  out  of  the  port  of  New 
York,  and  continued  in  command  of  this  fine 
vessel  for  four  years.  In  1857-58  he  became 
manager,  joint  owner  and  adviser  of  all  the 
shipping  interests  controlled  by  Lawrence, 
Giles  & C o.,  ot  New  't  ork,  they  having  at  that 
tin  e from  twelve  to  fifteen  vessels,  aggregating 
15.000  tons,  lie  continued  to  reside  during 
the  winter  in  New  York,  but  spent  the  sum- 
1 trier  in  the  old  Westbrook  home.  Capt.  Spen- 
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cer  died  in  New  York,  May  23,  1900,  after 
an  eventful  life,  one  wtii'ch  taught  its  own  les- 
son of  what  energy  and  steadfastness  of  hon- 
est purpose  can  accomplish.  For  long  over  a 
half  century  he  hadl  been  connected  with  the 
shipping  service  of  the  country,  and  was  known 
all  over  the  United  States,  in  every  port,  and 
in  many  foreign  ports  where  his  vessels  had 
borne  the  American  flag. 

Capt.  Spencer  was  married  September  2, 
1838,  tot  Amelia  A.  Stokes,  who  was  born 
February  18,  1815,  in  Westbrook,  daughter 
of  John  Stokes,  and  died  about  ten  years  be- 
fore her  husband.  The  family  born  toi  them 
consisted  of  five  children  : (1)  Joseph  Timo- 

thy, boirn  in  1842,  followed  in  the  footsteps 
oif  his  father,  commencing  his  seagoing  life 
on  tine  ‘‘Davy  Crockett,”  rose  to  be  a captain 
in  the  transport  service  during  the  Civil  war, 
commanded  the  “Hiayes,”  and  later  was  a com- 
mander in  the  coasting  service  for  the  Mallory 
Line  to  Galveston,  and,  on  October  20,  1870, 
while  commanding  the  steamer  “Varuna”  was 
lost  off  the  coast  off  Florida  by  the  foundering 
of  hist  vessel,  only  five  persons  being  saved.  He 
married  Georgia  Rossiter,  of  Clinton,  now  the 
wife  of  James  H.  Sutherland.  (2)  James 
Hicks  is  mentioned  below.  (3)  Winfield  Scott 
resides  in  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  (4)  Ara- 
bella is  deceased.  (5)  John  Stokes  is  engaged 
in  the  tailors’  furnishing  business',  in  the  com- 
pany of  Lesher,  Whitmore  & Co.,  New  York. 

James  Hicks  Spencer  was  born  September 
16,  1845',  in  Westbrook,  and  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools,  later  the  Academy,  and  still  later 
a private  school  in  New  Haven  conducted  by 
Plrof.  Fabrique.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Lawrence,  Giles  & Col, 
of  New  York,  as  clerk,  his  father  being  the 
manager  of  their  shipping  interests  at  that 
time.  Their  business  included  (fruit  import- 
ing. Mr.  Spenicer  rose  to  the  position  of  head 
clerk,  and  remained  with  them  until  the  fall 
of  1874,  leaving"  to'  enter  business  for  him- 
self. Purchasing  an  interest  in  a fruit  im- 
porting house,  he  later  became  the  owner,  and 
this  business,  under  his  capable  management, 
has  prospered.  Since  1890  the  firm  has  been 
know'll  as  Spencer  & Co.  The  location  is  at 
No.  163  Greenwich  street.  Their  specialty 
is  the  importation  of  all  kinds  of  shelled  nuts, 
and  the  firm  is  one  of  the  largest  in  its  line  in 
the  world. 


> Mr.  Spencer  married  Alice  Ferris  Brown  1 
a native  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  daughter  of  John 
Brown,  and  children  as  follows  have  come  to 
this  union:  Alice  Estelle;  Joseph  W.,  a mem- 
ber of  the  class  of  1902,  Columbia  College;  and  jl 
Aline  Gerard.  In  ihis  political  views  Mr. 
Spencer  is  very  liberal,  and  has  avoided  any  j, 
office,  although  he  is  noted  for  his  public  spirit  | 
and  generosity.  A member  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment, National  Guard,  of  New  York,  he  re- 
tired from  the  organization  with  the  rank  of  (. 
captain.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  Mar 
sonic  fraternity,  having  taken  all  the  degrees. 

His  present  residence  is  in  the  city  of  New  , 
York,  an,d  he  also'  has  a country  residence  at 
Westbrook,  and  quite  an  extensive  farm  near 
tire  center  of  the  town,  known  as  the  “Spencer 
Farm,”  and  devoted  to  high-grade  cattle,  poul-  I 
ery,  'etc.  There  is  a fine  view  of  Long  Island  j 
Sound  from  the  heights  of  the  place. 

CAPT.  CHARLES  BACON,  one  of  the  I 
oldest  citizens  of  South  Farms,  Middletown,.  ; 
Middlesex  county,  is  the  oldest  living  male  rep- 
resentative of  the  old  Bacon  family.  He  was  1 
born  December  17,  1815,  on  the  north  end  of  \ 
Main  street,  Middletown,  son  of  Amasa  and 
Betsey  (Foster)  Bacon.  i : 

Capt.  Bacon  belongs  to  the  seventh  genera-  » 
tion  of  his  family  that  has  lived  in  Middle- 
town,  descending  from  Nathaniel  Bacon,  -the  ,, 
first  of  whom  we  have  record,  as  follows  : ( 1 )• 
Nathaniel  Bacon,  born  in  1630,  died  in  1705. 

He  married  Ann  Miller,  and  came  to  Middle- 
town  with  the  first  settlers.  (II)  John  Bacon,. 
1662-1732,  married  Sarah  Whetmore.  (Ill) 

Lieut.  John  Bacon,  1692-1781,  married  Sarah 
White.  (IV)  Joseph  Bacon,  1728-1785,  mar- 
ried Rhoda  Plumb.  (V)  Isaac  Bacon,  1766-  ) 
1856,  married  Dorothy  Stow.  (VI)  Amasa  j. 
Bacon,  1788-1841,  married  Betsey  Foster.  A | 
complete  sketch  of  Isaac  Bacon,  noted  above,.  ; 
appears  elsewhere. 

Amasa  Bacon  was  born  in  Middletown,,  j 
near  the  “tunnel,”  and  died  in  1841,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-two  years ; he  was  buried  in  the  Morti- 
mer cemetery,  Middletown.  He  was  a cabi- 
netmaker by  trade,  but  spent  the  latter  years  of 
his  life  in  cultivating  his  father’s  farm,  carry- 
ing on  a trucking  business.  He  and  his  wife 
had  children  as  follows : ( 1 ) Harriet  died  : 

when  twenty-four  years  of  age.  (2)  Alfred,  I 
who  was  a sailor,  died  at  Mobile,  Ala.  (3).  1 
Jeannette  died  unmarried,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
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five  years.  (4)  Charles  is  the  subject  proper  of 
this  article. 

Capt.  Charles  Bacon  attended  what  was 
then  known  as  the  Johnson  school  (now  called 
the  Green  street  school),  and  was  also  a pupil 
in  the  school  taught  by  Mr.  Lathrop.  At  six- 
teen years  of  age  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn 
the  saddlery  and  harness  trade  with  Albert 
Southmayd,  but  remained  with  him  only  about 
a year.  He  preferred  to  be  a sailor,  and  se- 
cured a place  on  the  sloop  commanded  by  Capt. 
Horace  Bacon,  “The  Herald,”  which  was  en- 
gaged in  carrying  stone  for  the  Portland  quar- 
ries. After  a few  trips  in  this  line  he  shipped 
on  a West  Indies  bark,  going  out  from  New 
York.  He  entered  the  employment  of  Alsop 
& Chauncey,  of  Middletown,  and  for  about 
fifteen  years  was  in  the  West  Indies  trade  with 
them,  during  the  latter  part  of  this  time  serv- 
ing as  captain  of  the  bark  “Isabella.”  Leav- 
ing the  water,  Capt.  Bacon  worked  as  a joiner 
for  Talcott  Smith  for  some  years.  He  again 
became  a sailor,  and  was  master  of  the  schoon- 
er “Lawrence,”  and  afterward  of  the  schooners 
“E.  Flower”  and  “Susan  M.  Tyler.”  On  the 
two  last  named  vessels  he  plied  between  the 
Portland  quarries  and  Washington  and  Bal- 
timore, carrying  stone  and  merchandise.  He 
served  as  pilot  on  the  river  steamer  “City  of 
Hartford,”  under  Capt.  Simpson.  In  his  later 
years  he  bought  a scow,  which  he  ran  several 
years  in  the  stone  trade.  This  he  finally  gave 
up  to  his  son,  Charles.  Capt.  Bacon  also 
worked  at  one  time  for  the  Russell  Manufac- 
turing Company  as  a joiner.  He  was  badly  in- 
jured by  being  accidentally  thrown  out  of  a 
wagon,  and  lately  has  lived  retired,  making  his 
home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  John  Loean. 

Capt.  Bacon  married  Miss  Eunice  Bridg- 
ham,  September  4,  1839.  She  was  born  March 
20,  1816,  in  Middletown,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Charlotte  (Clark)  (Bridgham.  To  this 
union  came  the  following  children  : ( 1 ) Eliz- 

abeth, born  January  26,  1841,  married  John 
Logan.  (2)  Charles  PI.,  born  January  1,  1843, 
lives  at  South  Farms,  and  follows  the  water. 
He  married  Miss  Adaline  Bailey,  and  is  the 
father  of  Eunice  Edna  (who  married  Theo- 
dore W.  Eastwood,  of  Middletown),  Charles 
R.,  Waltet  \\ .,  Radcliff  I'-.,  Bessie  Burr,  and 
Norman  P.  (3)  Eveline,  born  August  3, 
1845,  married  James  Beattie,  and  died  August 
3,  1889.  She  left  four  children,  Ada,  Charles, 
Maude  and  William.  (4)  Walter  W.,  born 


June  23,  1847,  is  a contractor.  He  married 
Miss  Phcebe  Thompson,  of  New  Britain,  and 
makes  his  home  in  that  city.  They  have  had 
five  children,  Willard,  Alice,  Frederick,  Wal- 
lace and  Grace.  (5)  Frank,  born  February  6, 
1849,  married  Ida  W estover.  He  died  in  New 
Britain,  where  he  was  foreman  in  Russell  & 
Erwin's  brass  foundry  for  years.  Mrs.  Eunice 
Bacon  died  April  3,-  1851,  and  the  Captain 
married  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Catherine 
Osborn,  and  for  his  third  Miss  Eunice  Try  on.. 
He  is  now  a widower. 

Capt.  Bacon  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln 
the  first  time  he  was  a candidate,  but  since  that 
time  he  has  always  been  a Democrat.  He  has 
been  an  Odd  Fellow  for  over  forty  years.  The 
Captain  is  a plain  and  unassuming  man,  much 
respected  in  the  community,  and  has  the  con- 
sciousness of  long  and  honorable  years  behind 
him. 

LEANDER  L.  HULL,  president  of  the 
Clinton  National  Bank,  and  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  that  town,  is  descend- 
ed from  an  old  Colonial  family,  which  has 
borne  an  important  part  in  the  history  of  Ivil- 
lingworth,  Clinton,  Madison  and  Guilford. 

George  Hull,  the  founder  of  the  family  in- 
America,  came  to  Dorchester,  Mass.,  from 
England,  in  1629;  was  made  freeman  in  1632;. 
was  a member  of  the  first  board  of  selectmen 
of  Dorchester,  and  a representative  to  the  first 
General  Court,  held  in  the  Colony,  May  14, 
1634.  Later  he  became  a resident  of  Windsor, 
Conn. ; was  representative  to  the  General  Court 
of  that  State,  in  1637,  and  continued  as  same 
until  1646.  Pie  was  made  assistant  governor 
in  1639.  Plis  next  location  was  at  Fairfield, 
Conn.,  where  he  also  served  as  representative, 
and  where  he  died  in  1659.  This  worthy  man 
was  twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife,  Eliz- 
abeth Russell,  he  had  two  children:  Josiah 

a.nd  Cornelius,  and  from  the  former  our  sub- 
ject traces  his  ancestry. 

Capt.  Levi  Hull,  the  father  of  Lcander  L. 
Hull,  was  born  in  Clinton,  March  1.  170-.  and 
when  vet  a bov  adopted  the  water  as  a profes- 
sion, sailing  upon  his  father’s  vessel  (the  lat- 
ter also  being  a sea-faring  man),  and  engaged 
in  the  coasting  trade  from  New  York  to  Ban- 
gor, Me.,  including  in  his  route  Boston.  Hart- 
ford, and  all  the  important  cities  along  the 
coast.  Not  only  did  he  command  his  own  ves- 
sel, but  also  a number  of  craft  built  In-  his- 
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brothers,  Hiel  and  Oliver,  until  they  met  with 
a ready  purchase.  Being  quite  active,  this  good 
man  continued  his  calling  until  after  seventy, 
the  last  work  he  did  being  the  carrying  of  pro- 
duce for  some  Clinton  parties  from  that  town 
to  New  York.  His  hearing  had  become  affect- 
ed. but  it  was  not  until  cataracts  began  to  form 
on  his  eyes  that  he  consented  to  retire.  Having- 
been  so  engaged  for  many  years  Capt.  Levi  Hull 
was  very  well  known  in  his  line,  and  when  at 
home,  resided  upon  the  site  of  our  subject’s 
present  home.  His  death  was  caused  by  heart 
trouble,  from  which  he  had  been  a sufferer  for 
many  years.  He  was  a devout  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  a liberal  supporter 
of  its  work.  On  January  21,  1819,  Capt.  Levi 
Hull  married  Betsey  Dibbell,  born  August  31, 
1795,  at  Clinton,  daughter  of  David  and  Phebe 
(Redfield)  Dibbell;  she  died  May  2,  1873.  To 
Capt.  and  Mrs.  Hull  were  born : Phebe  Eliz- 

abeth, born  February  12,  1820,  married  Octo- 
ber 14,  1846,  Henry  A.  Elliot,  of  Clinton;  Ann 
Elizabeth  and  Polly  Amelia,  both  died  young; 
and  Leander  L. 

Leander  L.  Hull  was  born  in  Clinton  March 
5,  1829,  and  after  completing  the  course  of  the 
district  schools,  attended  the  Clinton  Academy. 
When  deemed  old  enough,  he  was  taken  by  his 
father  and  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade,  which 
he  learned  thoroughly.  As  he  did  not  like  a 
seafaring  life,  he  repeatedly  refused  the  posi- 
tion of  captain  upon  various  vessels.  Retiring 
from  the  sea  he  entered  the  store  of  the  well- 
known  “Deacon"’  William  Hull,  as  a clerk, 
eventually  purchasing  the  business,  which  was 
continued  under  the  caption  of  L.  Hull  & Son 
(his  father  being  his  partner),  the  junior  mem- 
ber having' sole  charge  of  the  management  of 
the  house.  After  twelve  successful  years,  this 
enterprise  was  disposed  of  to  Henry  Parks,  and 
Leander  L.  Hull  became  wholesale  agent,  with 
headquarters  at  Clinton,  for  several  well  known 
manufacturers  of  scales  and  other  hardware 
specialties,  among  which  may  be  mentioned 
Yale  & Towne  Manufacturing  Company,  at 
Stamford,  Conn.,  John  S.  Fray  & Co.,  manu- 
facturers of  mechanics'  tools,  and  I.  S.  Spen- 
cer’s Sons,  of  Guilford,  Conn.,  manufacturers 
of  dial  scales.  In  this  line  he  did  a large  and 
profitable  business,  shipping  goods  all  over  the 
Linked  States,  as  well  as  to  foreign  countries. 
When  he  first  started  his  business,  he  traveled 
for  many  years  over  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
United  States,  but  later  put  commercial  men 


upon  the  road,  his  own  time  being  fully  occu- 
pied with  the  affairs  of  his  home  office.  After 
thirty  years  successfully  engaged  in  this  line 
he  finally  disposed  of  it  in  February,  1898,  to 
an  old  employe,  Sturges  G.  Redfield,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  caring  for  his  many 
interests.  Mr.  Hull  has  always  confined  him- 
self closely  to  business,  and  has  never  sought 
for  or  accepted  public  office,  although  eminent- 
ly qualified  for  it.  He  gives  his  unbounded 
support  to  the  Republican  party. 

In  1892  Mr.  Hull  was  chosen  president  of 
the  Clinton  National  Bank,  to  succeed  the  late 
John  B.  Wright,  which  position  he  still  fills. 
He  is  also,  trustee  of  the  Guilford  Savings 
Bank,  and  a large  stockholder  in  the  Yale  & 
Towne  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Stamford, 
and  in  the  Millers  Falls  Company,  of  Millers 
Falls,  Mass.,  as  well  as  the  United  States  Rub- 
ier Company. 

On  December  4,  1854,  Mr.  Hull  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Evaline  C.  Dowd,  of  Madison,  the 
accomplished  daughter  of  Heman  D.  and  Abi- 
gail ( Stannard)  Dowd,  and  they  reside  in  their 
beautiful  home,  one  of  the  finest  in  Clinton, 
which  was  built  by  Mr.  Hull  in  1883  on  the 
site  of  the  old  homestead.  During  the  many 
years  of  Mr.  Hull’s  business  career,  he  estab- 
lished a reputation  for  strict  integrity  and  abil- 
ity, which  gained  for  him  the  highest  esteem, 
not  only  of  his  customers,  but  of  his  associates 
in  the  commercial  world,  and  the  success  he 
now  enjoys  he  may  justly  attribute  to  his  own 
efforts. 

GUSTAV  LOEWENTHAL,  one  of  the 
leading  contractors  and  builders  of  Middle- 
town,  Middlesex  county,  is  a man  who,  for  his 
years,  takes  high  rank  in  his  line  in  that  city. 
Few1,  if  any  men,  in  any  line,  may  be  said  to 
have  achieved  such  success  as  is  now  his,  when 
we  consider  the  fact  that  he  came  to  a strange 
country  unable  to'  speak  a word  of  the  lan- 
guage, and  shortly  afterward  entered  into  com- 
petition with  those  native  born.  He  is  not 
yet  a middle-aged  man,  and  his  rise  and 
progress  certainly  entitle  him  to1  be  called  a 
self-made  man  in  the  fullest  sense. 

Born  October  18,  1865,  in  Holstein,  Ger- 
many. Mr.  Loewenthal  was  the  eldest  son  of 
twielve  children  born  to  his  mother  by  two 
marriages,  nine  of  whom  came  to  the  United 
States.  The  father  of  our  subject  died  when 
he  was  quite  young,  his  mother  married  again, 
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and,  his  step-father  being  a member  of  a con- 
tracting firm,  Gustav  learned  under  his  instruc- 
tion the  carpenter’s  and  joiner's  trade.  In 
March,  1884,  Mr.  Loewenthal  sailed  from 
Hamburg  for  New  York,  with  the  very  lauda- 
ble hope  oif  materially  improving  his  circum- 
stances in  the  New  World.  Fom  New  York 
he  went  to  Middletown,  Conn.,  where  his  un- 
cle, Herman  Elders,  was  living;  it  was  at  the 
request  of  this  uncle  that  he  came  to  the  United 
States.  Ait  this  time  he  was  a boy  of  eighteen 
years,  and  his  capital  consisted  only  of  his  en- 
ergy and  willingness  to  work  at  any  kind  of 
honorable  employment.  The  carpenter’s  trade 
was  rather  “slack,”  and  but  little  was  being 
done  at  it.  Young  Loewenthal  wanted  work, 
and  being  unable  to  find  employment  at  his 
trade  he  concluded  to  try  something  else.  He 
engaged  as  a farm:  hand  for  William  Berry,  of 
Westfield,  in  the  to  win  of  Middletown.  The 
next  season  he  went  to  work  for  Charles  E. 
Bacon,  at  the  same  kind  of  work,  receiving 
$16  ipeir  month,  for  one  and  one  half  years. 
Meantime  he  made  a study  of  American  hab- 
ots,  the  customs,  people  and  language,  so-  that 
in  less  than  eighteen  months  after  he  came  to 
the  United  States  he  was  able  to  use  the  Eng- 
lish tongue  very  readily.  Leaving  the  em- 
ploy of  Mr.  Bacon,  he  came  to  Middletown, 
and  with  the  countenance  and  support  of  his 
uncle  resumed  his  trade  of  building  and  taking 
contracts.  His  beginning  was  modest,  but  his 
business  began  to  grow  from  the  first.  Thor- 
oughness and  honest  work  soon  bore  fruit, 
and  he  became  known  as  a most  reliable  man  in 
hiis  line.  On  his  first  work  he  Was  his  only 
employe,  but  he  soon  found  'help  necessary, 
and  hired  according  to-  the  requirements  of  the 
business,  which  has  grown  until  now  from 
ten  to  twenty  men  are  employed  throughout 
the  season.  In  1896  -the  business  had  assumed 
such  proportions  that  a general  work-shop, 
30x40  feet,  was  erected,  which  has  teen  twice 
enlarged  since.  With  the  erection  of  the  shop 
Mr.  Loewenthal  installed  a complete  wood- 
working plant,  where  mill  work  of  every  de- 
scription is  turned  out,  including  sawing, 
planing,  turning,  molding,  etc.  Window 
frames,  mantels,  store  and  office  fixtures  of 
various  kinds,  and  all  kinds  of  inside  finish- 
ing’s are  made  to  order.  I’his  plant  is  equipped 
with  the  latest  machinery,  the  power  supplied 
by  electricty.  In  connection  with  the  shop 
he  has  a storage  room,  with  capacity  for 


150,000  feet  O'f  lumber.  Among  the  well 
known  buildings  in  and  around  Middletown, 
for  which  Mr.  Loewenthal  has  contracted  may 
is  mentioned  the  residences  of  Judge  Dona- 
hoe,  on  Washington  street,  and  of  Roger  Ken- 
nedy, at  Fort  Hill,  and  the  German  Lutheran 
church.  Among  other  contracts  have  been 
several  factories  for  the  Russell  Manufactur- 
ing Company;  several  large  jobs  for  the  Con- 
necticut Hospital  for  the  Insane;  a large  fac- 
tory building  for  Wilcox,  Crittenden  & Co.;, 
the  big  factory  building  (400x100  feet)  of  the 
New  England  Enameling  Company — all  in 
Middletown;  and  numerous  other  structures. 
He  built  the  large  pavilion  at  Crystal  Lake,  a 
structure  60x80  feet.  In  all  his  undertakings 
he  has  combined  promptness  with  thorough- 
ness and  good  honest  work.  His  business  in- 
tegrity is  unquestioned,  being  admitted  by 
both  patrons  and  competitors.  Mr.  Loewen- 
thal is  an  extensive  owner  of  real  estate,  his 
holding's  include  no  less  than  a dozen  build- 
ings in  Middletown,  which  he  rents.  His 
pleasant  home  on  Russell  street  he  also  built. 

j Mr.  Loewenthal  .was  married  for  the  first 
time,  in  Middletown,  to>  Miss  Sophronia  L. 
Wirt,  who-  was  born  February  22,  1859,  in 
Bavaria,  Germany.  She  died  February  6, 
1891,  leaving  one  child,  George,  who  was  born 
January  5,  1889.  In  1892  Mr.  Loewenthal 
married  Miss  Lizzie  Buchta,  who  was  born 
October  2,  1869,  and  was  a half  sister  of  his 
first  wife.  Their  children  are  as  follows:  Ber- 
tha R.,  born  May  14  1893;  Lucy  L.,  Sqnem- 
ber  7,  1896;  Arthur  J.,  July  29,  1898;  and 
Raymond  Irvin,  January  18,  1902.  Mr.  Loew- 
enthal is  a Democrat  in  X atonal  matters,  but 
in  local  affairs  he  supports  the  best  man,  of 
whatever  party,  insisting  upon  character  and 
ability.  Fraternally  he  is  a memter  of  Schiller 
Lodge,  Nb.  92,  1.  6.  O.  F.,  of  Middletown;  of 
the  Sons  of  Herman;  of  the  German  Sick  Aid 
Society;  and  a charter  member  of  Middle- 
town  Lodge,  No.  771,  B.  P.  O.  E.  He  is 
looked  upon  as  a valuable  citizen,  one  who  is 
never  found  deficient  in  public  spirit  and  en- 
terprise. 

HENRY  IVES  CLARK  is  one  of  the 
solid  and  reliable  citizens  of  the  town  of  Old 
Say  brook,  where  his  abilities  and  manly  qual- 
ities have  alike  commanded  and  retained  re- 
spect and  confidence.  He  telongs  to  an  old 
and  honored  family  in  New  England,  long 
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■conspicuous  in  the  local  annals,  and  of  which 
he  is  no  unworthy  scion.  The  family  history 
is  very  fully  set  out  in  connection  with  the 
sketch  of  his  brother,  John  N.  Clark,  which 
is  to  be  found  elsewhere. 

Henry  Ives  Clark  was  born  August  16, 
1840,  on  the  Clark  homestead  in  the  town  of 
.Saybrook,  and  part  of  his  father’s  farm  is 
now  included  in  his  own  premises,  his  resi- 
dence being-  but  a few  rods  from  the  site  of 
the  old  family  mansion.  His  education  was 
derived  from  the  homie  schools,  including  two 
private  schools  taught  by  different  clergy- 
men, the  Rev.  E.  B.  Crane,  and  the  Rev.  Sol- 
omon McCall. 

Mir.  Clark  donned  the  Union  blue  very  early 
in  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  August  25,  1862, 
in  Company  B,  Twenty-fourth  Connecticut 
Volunteer  Infantry,  for  a term  o'f  nine  months, 
but  actually  served  about  a year.  The  regi- 
mjent  Was  sent  to'  the  Gulf,  where  it  was  in 
much  hard  service  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Banks.  Mr.  Clark  bore  his  full  share  of 
the  fighting  and  perils  of  the  time.  He  was 
in  the  battle  of  Irish  Bend  and  at  the  siege  of 
Port  Hudson,  where  for  forty  days  he  was  un- 
der fire  in  the  trenches.  At  the  institution  of  the 
Freedmen’s  Bureau,  under  its  chief,  Colonel 
Hawks,  he  applied  to  him  for  appointment. 
The  Colonel  secured  his  discharge  from  the 
regular  service,  August  1,  1863,  and  Mr.  Clark 
immediately  entered  upon  his  new  duties, 
being  placed  in  charge  of  a plantation  in 
Louisiana,  where  he  had  350  colored  people 
under  his  direction.  For  about  a year  he  filled 
this  position,  and  then  in  May,  1864,  returned 
home  on  account  of  failing  health.  Mr.  Clark 
took  up  the  work  of  school  teaching  as  soon 
as  he  had  recovered  his  health,  and  for  nine- 
teen years  was  engaged  in  this  business.  The 
first  school  he  taught  was  at  Saybrook  Point. 
He  taught  in  every  school  in  the  town  of  Old 
Saybrook,  several  a number  of  terms,  and  also 
taught  in  the  Centerbrook  District  in  the  town 
of  Essex. 

While  teaching,  Mr.  Clark  was  engaged  in 
fishing  enterprises  and  also  carried  on  farm- 
ing. Some  twenty  years  ago  he  gave  up  fish- 
ing and  now  devotes  his  entire  time  to  his 
farming,  and  to  the  town  affairs,  in  which  he 
is  deeply  interested.  A strong  Republican,  he 
takes  pride  in  the  fact  that  he  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  since  that  cam- 
paign has  steadily  worked  with  the  party.  He 


has  filled  many  town  offices,  faithfully  serving 
his  townsmen  as  selectman,  chairmjan  of  the 
board  for  three  years,  and  second  selectman 
for  three  years.  He  is  now  on  the  Board  of 
Relief,  and  in  1899  was  elected  as  a repre- 
sentative from  the  town  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, where  he  did  good  service  as  a!  member 
of  the  committee  on  the  Sale  of  Lands. 

On  October  2,  1875,  Mr.  Clark  was  mar- 
ried to  Emma,  youngest  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
A.  C.  Chittenden,  who-  was  settled  in  West- 
brook many  years  ago-.  To  this  union  were 
born:  Elbert  H.,  born  May  16,  1879,  is  now 
depot  agent  at  Fenwick,  Conn. ; Flora  C.,  born 
August  27,  1889;  and  Ralph  N.,  bom  Decem- 
ber 10,  1891.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he 
belongs  to  the  local  Grange,  of  which  he  is  a 
charter  member  and  has  been  second  master. 

HENRY  A.  LYNE.  This  honored  and 
respected  gentleman  is  one  of  the  oldest  active 
business  men  of  Middlesex  county,  and  is  the 
oldest  active  business  citizen  of  the  town  of 
Clinton,  where  he  carries  on  an  establishment 
devoted  to  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  all 
kinds  of  harness. 

Mr.  Lyne  is  of  Scotch  descent,  his  grand- 
father, John  Lyne,  having  been  born  in  Scot- 
land. Coming  to  the  United  States,  he  settled 
in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  where  he  successfully  con- 
ducted a hotel  until  a short  time  previous  to  his 
decease,  which  occurred  when  he  was  eighty 
years  old,  at  the  home  of  one  of  his  children; 
his  burial  took  place  at  Carlisle,  Pa.  John  P. 
Lyne,  the  father  of  Henry  A.,  was  born  at 
Carlisle,  and  there  spent  his  entire  life,  suc- 
cessfully carrying  on  the  coppersmith’s  trade, 
making  stills,  etc.,  and  later  engaging  in  the 
hardware  business.  His  death  occurred  in  his 
sixty-second  year.  A prominent  Mason,  he 
took  a great  interest  in  the  affairs  of  that  fra- 
ternity, was  also  interested  in  public  matters, 
and  was  a well  known  citizen.  John  A.  Lyne 
married  Susan  Wittich,  who  was  born  at  Ni- 
wit,  on  the  Rhine,  and  came  to  America  when 
she  was  but  eight  years  old.  After  her  death 
Mr.  Lyne  married  Mary  Brickman,  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  they  had  one  son,  Harry,  who  is  in 
the  mining  business  as  secretary  of  the  Amer- 
ican Smelting  & Mining  Co.,  Denver,  Colo. 
By  the  first  union  there  were  thirteen  children, 
among  them  three  sets  of  twins,  but  of  this 
large  number,  only  two  now  survive:  Henry 
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A. ; and  Lewis  F.,  who  is  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  and  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  there.  George,  a constructing 
engineer,  resided  in  Texas,  and  died  there. 

Henry  A.  Lyne,  the  eldest  of  the  family, 
and  our  immediate  subject,  was  born  May  31, 
1825,  in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  where  he  resided  until  he 
was  fourteen  years  old,  obtaining  his  school- 
ing in  the  common  schools.  Leaving  home  at 
the  age  mentioned,  he  went  to  Columbia,  Pa., 
and  entered  the  establishment  of  Jacob  Pfah- 
ler,  to  learn  the  trade  of  harnessmaking,  the 
contract  calling  for  a year’s  work  from  him, 
for  which  he  was  to  receive  board  and  $20. 
The  contract  was  carried  out  to*  the  satisfaction 
of  both  parties,  but  an  attack  of  illness  fol- 
lowed, and  several  months  passed  before  Mr. 
j Lyne  was  able  to  engage  in  any  employment. 

1 In  1846  he  went  to  Erie,  Pa.,  where  for  six 
I'  months  he  had  work,  but  a period  of  business 
- depression  ensuing  he  decided  to  try  his  for- 
tunes in  a big  city.  Reaching  New  York  with 
t but  a few  dollars  in  his  pocket,  Mr.  Lyne  spent 
some  time  vainly  trying  to  find  an  opening,  and, 

[ when  about  in  despair,  learned  that  in  Clinton, 
Conn.,  a harness  worker  was  wanted.  He  made 
up  his  mind  to  attempt  to  secure  the  position. 
Leaving  what  then  seemed  to>  him  a heartless 
city,  he  took  boat  for  Essex  at  1 a.  m.,  a total 
stranger,  and  as  soon  as  daylight  appeared  ap- 
plied for  work  to  Henry  L.  Mack,  the  proprie- 
tor of  a harness  and  barber  shop,  securing  from 
him  a job  for  six  months.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  he  made  a short  trip  West,  but  returned, 

■ and  in  connection  with  Mr.  Mack  formed  a 
partnership,  in  March,  1847,  the  capital  being 
$5°,  which  Mr.  Lyne  borrowed  from  his  father. 

! This  partnership  continued  for  a year,  at  the 
end  of  which  Mr.  Lyne  was  in  a position  to 
buy  out  his  partner,  and  he  has  since  contin- 
ued in  (he  business  alone,  by  energy,  honesty 
1 and  industry,  cardinal  virtues,  becoming  a pros- 
! perous  business  man,  and  now  possessing  the 
esteem  of  every  resident  of  the  community. 
While  devoting  a great  part  of  his  attention  to 
the  harness  business,  Mr.  Lyne  has  also  cn- 
gaged  in  other  enterprises,  for  a short  time  be- 
ing traveling  salesman  for  the  Union  Manufac- 
turing Company,  of  Clinton,  manufacturers  of 
tin  and  japanned  goods,  and  also  for  Nash  8c 
Co.,  scale  manufacturers  of  New  Haven,  Conn., 
succeeding  well  in  both  cases.  He  has  also 
, dealt  largely  in  real  estate,  has  built  business 
blocks  and  sold  them  to  advantage,  and  still 


owns  a number  of  profitable  tenements  and  val- 
uable shore  property. 

On  October  8,  1848,  Mr.  Lyne  was  married 
to  Susan  M.  Wright,  born  October  20,  1823, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Benjamin  and  Polly  (Crane) 
Wright,  of  Clinton.  The  death  of  this  estim- 
able and  much  beloved  lady  took  place  Septem- 
ber 14,  1894.  The  family  born  of  this  union 
consisted  of  (1)  Lewis  F.,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 8,  1849,  married  December  8,  1874, 
Mary  G.  Key,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  and  has 
three  children, — John  H.,  Susie  M.  and  Lewis 
F.  He  is  a mechanical  engineer,  in  the  employ 
of  James  Briggs  & Co.,  of  N.  Y.,  received 
his  education  in  Cooper  Institute,  N.  Y.,  for 
years  was  the  brilliant  editor  of  the  American 
Machinist,  and  is  an  authority  in  his  line.  He 
resides  in  Jersey  City,  is  prominent  in  Masonry, 
captain  of  a yachting  club,  etc.  (2)  Benny  W., 
born  in  1852,  died  in  1853.  (3)  Hattie  A., 

born  November  1,  1833,  married  William  A. 
Peltcn.  superintendent  of  the  Silver  Plate  Com- 
pany, at  Meriden,  Conn.,  and  has  two  sons, 
Clifford  L.  and  Albert  L.  both  graduates  of 
Huntsinger’s  Business  College,  at  Hartford. 

(4)  Susie  W.,  born  in  1856,  died  in  1864. 

(5)  Jennie,  born  June  1,  1857,  married  James 
L.  Pratt,  and  resides  in  Essex.  (6)  Johnnie, 
born  March  27,  i860,  was  a bright  little  fel- 
low, who  will  never  be  forgotten  by  the  people 
among  whom  his  short  life  began  and  ended ; 
his  sad  death  occurred  October  15.  1873,  the 
result  of  an  accident  which  rendered  him  a 
cripple  for  several  years  before  his  demise. 
When  upon  his  deathbed  he  gave  his  father  a 
few  dollars  which  he  had  earned  by  driving 
cows,  and  asked  that  the  money  might  be  used 
to  start  a library  for  the  use  of  sailors,  in 
whom  he  had  become  much  interested.  This 
gift  was  a nucleus,  and  his  wish  was  carried 
out,  his  Sunday-school  companions  adding  their 
mites,  and  this  was  the  beginning  of  a well- 
known  charity,  the  “Johnnie  Lyne  Memorial 
Library,”  which  places  good  books  on  vessels 

I for  the  use  of  the  sailors  whose  welfare  was  so 

! dear  to  the  suffering  child. 

Since  his  location  in  Clinton  Mr.  Lyne  has 
taken  a deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  that 
town,  and  has  been  identified  closely  with  its 
public,  educational  and  religious  life;  has 
served  as  grand  juror,  constable,  and  tax  col- 
lector. for  five  years,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all. 
Previous  to  the  C ivil  war  lie  was  a Democrat, 

J in  |K>litics,  but  since  then  has  been  a stanch  Re- 
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publican.  Socially  he  was  connected  with  the 

1.  O.  O.  F.  at  Madison  until  that  lodge  dis- 
banded, and  he  was  a member  of  the  Sons  of 
Temperance,  holding  offices  in  that  organiza- 
tion. Flis  place  is  never  vacant  in  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  for  more  than  a half  cen- 
tury, by  precept  and  example,  he  has  given  testi- 
mony of  a Christian  life.  Enjoying  the  esteem 
of  his  fellow-citizens,  the  confidence  of  every 
one,  and  doing  honor  to  a name  which  came  to 
him  untarnished,  Mr.  Lyne  can  pass  his  re- 
maining years  in  comfort,  under  his  own  home 
roof.  His  dwelling  was  built  after  designs  of 
his  own. 

LEROY  FI.  SHAILER,  one  of  the  enter- 
prising and  progressive  business  men  of  Deep 
River,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  was  born  in 
Gloucester,  N.  J.,  April  27,  1855,  son  of  Hos- 
mer  and  Sarah  W.  (Stevens) . Shailer,  Deep 
River,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.  His  great-grand- 
father was  James  Shailer,  and  his  grandfather 
was  Lyman  Shailer,  who  was  born  June  2, 
1781,  and  on  October  2,  1803,  married  Olive 
Ely,  who  was  born  April  29,  1783,  daughter 
of  William  and  Hannah  ( Barker)  Ely.  Ly- 
man Shailer  was  engaged  in  the  quarry  busi- 
ness in  Haddam',  and  later  in  the  town  of 
Saybrook,  where  he  also  followed  farming. 
His  eldest  son,  George,  was  also.  a quarryman, 
and  the  house  where  Leroy  H.  Shailer  now 
lives  was  built  by  hinii.  The  following  were 
the  children  of  Lyman  Shailer  : ( 1 ) George, 

born  in  Haddam  July  11,  1804,  died  unmar- 
ried in  New  Orleans,  in  October,  1830.  (2) 

Samuel  (the  father  of  Winslow),  born  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1807,  married  Catherine  Rogers  De- 
cember 28,  1834,  and  died  April  12,  1875.  (3) 
Hosmier,  father  of  Leroy  H.,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 1,  1809,  and  died  April  18,  1899.  (4) 

Rosina,  born  May  28,  1812,  married  Calvin 
B.  Rogers,  March  1,  1837,  and  died  April  12, 
1841.  (5)  Warren,  who  married  Caroline 

Shipman  January  29,  1845,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 14,  1814,  and  died  May  24,  1894.  (6) 

Ann,  who  married  Edward  D.  Chapman  April 
30,  1838,  was  born  August  26,  1817,  and  died 
January  26,  1854.  .(7J  John  Ely,  who  mar- 

ried Eunice  Pratt  May  10,  1846,  was  born  May 

2,  1820,  and  died  October  18,  1895.  (8)  Will- 
iam L„,  the  only  surviving  member  of  this 
family,  who  is  unmarried  and  lives  retired  at 
Rio1  Vista,  Cal.,  was  born  February  25,  1823. 
(a)  Plunnah  O.,  who  became  the  second  wife 


of  Calvin  B.  Rogers,  on  October  28,  1849,  was 
born  December  15,  1825,  and  died  March  15, 
1851.  (10)  George,  born  September  24, 

1830,  died  January  1,  1877,  unmarried. 

Catherine  Rogers,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Shailer  on  December  28,  1834,  was 
born  July  6,  1813,  and  died  (November  3, 
1870.  She  was  a daughter  of  John  C.  and 
Phcebe  (Gladding)  Rogers,  and  a grand- 
daughter of  Gordon  Rogers.  Samuel  and 
Catherine  Shailer  had  tire  following  family : 

( 1)  Winslow,  who.  whs  born  August  24,  1835  ; 

(2)  Lawrence,  born  October  1,  1844,  who  is 
living  unmarried  in  Providence,  R.  I. ; and  (3) 
Virginia,  born  September  16,  1846,  wife  of 
Mortimer  Kirtland.  Samuel  Shailer  built  the 
house  where  his  son  Winslow  is  now  living,  in 
1834.  He  was  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade, 
and  owned  a vessel  with  which  he  carried  wood 
and  stone  to.  New  York.  He  built  and  owned 
two  vessels,  both  sloops,  the  “Deep  River,”  and 
the  “Marietta.”  He  did  business  in  Long  Isl- 
and, and  was  for  a time  mate  on  a steamer 
which  ran  between  Hartford  and  New  York. 
In  his  later  years  he  located  in  Deep  River, 
where  he  followed  factory  work  very  closely 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  In  politics  he 
Was  a Democrat,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Hosmer  Shailer,  the  father  of  Leroy  H., 
was  born  in  Hjaddam,  Conn.,  September  1, 
1809,  son  O'f  Lyrrian  and  Olive  (Ely)  Shailer. 
He  was  thrown  on  his  own  resources  at  the 
age  of  ten  years,  and  came  to  Deep  River 
to  work  as.  cook  in  Southworth’s  Quarry,  a 
position  which  he  held  for  several  seasons. 
His  next  engagement  was  with  Carter  & Snow, 
in  Deep  River,  for  whom  he  worked  as  a wood 
turner.  From  there  he  went  into,  the  old  pump 
shop  as  superintendent,  under  Ezra1  Williams, 
the  owner.  He  afterward  worked  for  Russell 
Jennings,  in  the  manufacture  of  augers  and 
bits.  Between  1840  and  1850  he  was  doiok- 
master  at  the  steamboat  wharf,  and  at  the  same 
time  conducted  a hotel  in  the  stone  house  near 
the  river,  which  is  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  the  Duggan  family. 

In  1 851 , being  attracted  by  the  wealth  of 
opportunity  presented  on  the  Pacific  coast,  Mr. 
Shailer  went  to  California,  miaking  the  jour- 
ney by  steamer  to  Panama,  by  team  and  on 
foot  across  the  Isthmus,  and  from  there  to  the 
Golden  Gate  by  vessel.  He  joined  his  brother 
William  in  salmon  fishing,  but  they  did  not 
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long  continue  in  that  line,  turning  to  prospect- 
ing, soon  locating  and  working  a rich  claim. 
Mr.  Shailer  presently  sold  out  at  a good  figure, 
and  returning  East  invested  in  a half  interest 
in  the  Gloucester  (N.  J.)  Ferry  Company, 
i with  which  he  was  engaged  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  war.  In  1862  he  secured  a 
sutler's  license,  and  was  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness for  several  months,  meeting  with  very  fair 
I success.  He  was  with  Gen.  Hooker’s  com- 
mand, was  at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville, 
and  was  obliged  to  flee  when  the  Union  army 
retreated,  leaving  most  of  his  stores  on  the 
field.  He  then  returned  to-  Deep  River  and 
h became  the  foreman  of  Stevens  & Starkey,  in 
their  mill  and  lumber  business.  Mr.  Shailer 
was  later  engaged  in  farming  in  Cromwell, 
Conn.,  in  1875  and  the  following  year.  In 
1877  he  went  to  Sea  Breeze,  N.  J.,  to  manage 

!a  diotel  for  the  Delaware  River  Steamboat 
Company,  in  which  he  was  very  successful,  re- 
maining there  five  years.  Returning  to  Deep 
River,  lie  took  charge  of  Fountain  Hill  ceme- 
tery, and  was  its  superintendent  for  a number 
of  years,  doing  excellent  work.  After  his  re- 
tirement from  this  position  he  took  care  of 
his  place,  and  was  a busy  man  up  to  the  year 
of  his  death,  1899,  when  lie  was  aged  nearly 
ninety  years. 

Hosmer  Shailer  was  married,  February  15, 
1835,  to  Sarah  W.  Stevens,  of  Middletown, 

I Conn.,  who  was  born  August  28,  1814,  in  Had- 
dam,,  and  died  April  3,  1887.  Their  family 
consisted  of  the  following  children : Arnold, 

of  Gloucester,  N.  J. ; William  L.,  who  died 
in  Bay  City,  Mich. ; Leroy  H.,  of  Deep  River; 
I Hosmer,  who  lives  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Mrs. 
Hosmer  Shailer  was  a consistent  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  in  Deqi  River.  She  was 
much  respected  liy  all  those  who  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  her  acquaintance,  and  was  greatly 
j 1 missed,  not  only  by  her  immediate  family,  hut 
1 by  all  those  who  had  resided  in  Deep  River 
any  considerable  time. 

Leroy  II.  Shailer,  the  immediate  subject 
f»f  our  sketch,  was  horn  in  Gloucester,  N.  f., 
April  27,  1855,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Deep 
» River,  receiving  his  education  in  the  home 
schools  and  at  1 f art  ford  Business  College.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  life  for  himself 
in  the  Deep  River  shops,  and  afterward  worked 
lor  Russell  Jennings  in  the  manufacture  of 
* .augers  and  bits,  lie  then  went  into  the  tinn- 
ing shop  of  N.  B.  Pratt,  where  he  remained 
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two  years,  after  which  he  entered  the  employ 
of  Richardson  & Griswold.  After  four  years 
of  faithful  service  with  them  he  continued 
two  years  in  the  same  capacity  with  their  suc- 
cessors, the  Spencer  Brothers,  of  Deep  River. 
For  a number  of  years  Air.  Shailer  has  been 
in  business  for  himself,  and  successfully  con- 
ducted an  establishment  devoted  to  the  sale  of 
flour,  feed,  groceries  and  provisions.  In  1901 
he  disposed  of  the  groceries  and  provisions 
part  of  his  business,  and  now  (1902)  is  solely 
engaged  in  the  sale  of  flour  and  feed.  Mr. 
Shailer  is  a Republican  in  political  faith  and 
has  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
two  years.  With  his  wife  he  is  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Shailer  has  long  been 
enrolled  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  affiliating  with  Webb 
Lodge,  No.  81,  of  Deep  River. 

jMr.  Shailer  was  married  July  7,  1880,  to 
Alice  C.  Moore,  a daughter  of  Charles  and 
Rebecca  A.  Moore,  of  Lakeville,  N.  Y.  Mrs. 
Shailer  belongs  to  one  of  the  old  families  of 
Connecticut.  James  Moore,  her  grandfather, 
lived  near  New  London,  and  was  probably  a 
fisherman.  He  was  married  there  to  Hannah 
Darrow,  and  their  family  consisted  of  the  fol- 
lowing: (1)  John,  who  had  a son,  who  is  en- 

gaged as  a florist  near  Middletown;  (2) 
James,  who  lived  in  Pennsylvania;  (3) 
Charles,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Shailer;  (4)  Ste- 
phen, who  lived  in  Michigan;  (5)  Daniel;  (6) 
Edwin;  and  (7)  William. 

Charles  Moore  was  born  near  Nlew  London, 
Conn,,  and  died  January  7,  1867,  at  the  age  of 
forty-seven  years  In  the  State  of  New  York 
he  was  married  to  Rebecca  Ann  Secor,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Amy  (Edyettz)  Secor, 
who  were  parents  of  Chauncev,  Jesse,  Albert 
and  Rebecca  Ann.  Mrs.  Charles  Moore  died 
in  i860,  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years.  After 
his  marriage  Charles  Moore  lived  in  Livingston 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  a farmer,  and 
carried  on  a profitable  business  in  produce.  To 
hinn  and  his  wife  came:  fi)  Wallace,  born 

September  4,  1844,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years.  (2)  Francis,  Ijorn  in  December, 
1840,  died  April  21,  1888.  (3)  Alice.  C,  Hun 
January  2.  1852,  is  noted  above  as  Mrs.  Leroy 
I H-  Shailer.  (4)  Ida  E.,  lorn  August  1,  1830, 
died  March  27,  1890. 

SI  EVENS.  Nchen  iah  Stevens,  the  first 
of  this  family  in  America,  was  H*rn  in  Eng- 
land, but  the  precise  dates  of  his  birth  and 
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death  are  not  known.  He  left  England,  as  near 
as  can  be  ascertained,  about  1740,  and,  coming 
to  this  country  with  his  wife  and  six  children, 
settled  in  Saybrook,  Conn.  The  children  were 
Elizabeth,  Chloe,  Hespa,  Sarah,  James  and 
Elijah,  of  whom  we  have  no  dates  of  birth 
or  death.  / * 

(II)  Elijah  Stevens,  son  of  Nehemiah,  was 
born  at  Guilford,  and  enlisted  at  Saybrook, 
July  8,  1775,  in  the  Sixth  Company,  Seventh 
Regiment,  Capt.  Edward  Shipman.  He  served 
as  'corporal,  and  was  discharged  May  20,  1780. 
Elijah  Stevens  had  four  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, James,  Elijah,  Echabod,  Appleton,  Eliza- 
beth, Ohloe  and  Sarah1. 

(III)  Appleton  Stevens,  son  of  Elijah^ 

was  born  June  16',  1780,  in  Ghilford,  and  died 
December  25,  1843.  1 803  he  married  Har- 

riet Thompson,  who  was  born  June  13,  1787, 
and  died  August  30,  1865.  Appleton  Stevens 
was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  was  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children, 
of  whom  we  give  a brief  record : 

(IV)  (1)  Gilbert  Stevens,  horn  March  3, 
1804,  in  Haddarn,  Middlesex  county,  died 
June  23,  1893.  About  1818  he  removed  to 
Deep  River,  where  he  was  a prominent  busi- 
ness man  for  many  years,  being  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Stevens,  Starkey  & Co.,  lumber 
dealers.  He  was  very  prominent  in  church 
work,  being  deacon  of  the  Baptist  Church  from 
its  organization,  in  1830,  until  his  death.  He 
married  Maryett  Clark,  of  Chester,  and  they 
had  three  children,  Henry  G.,  Sarah  M.,  and 
Ellen  S.  (who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years). 

(V)  Henry  G.  Stevens  married  Ann  Pratt, 
and  they  had  three  children,  Henry  G.,  Alida 
and  Albert. 

(VI)  Alida  Stevens  first  married  G.  A. 
Reacle,  by  whom  she  had  -two  children,  George 
A.  (who  was  drowned  when  quite  young),  and 
Novella.  She  is  now  Mrs.  Jennings. 

(VI)  Albert  Stevens  married  Annie  Stev- 
ens, and  they  have  had  six  children,  Frank, 
Bert,  Hattie,  Rachel,  Gilbert  and  Roma. 

(V)  Sarah  M.  Stevens  married  Martin  E. 
Bailey,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Arianna 
P.  After  Mr.  Bailey’s  death  his  widow  mar- 
ried D.  N.  Russell,  and  they  had  two-  sons, 
George  and  Jerome. 

(VI)  Arianna  P.  Bailey  married  S.  M. 
Bacon,  of  Middletown,  and  they  have  had 
seven  children,  Mattie  Colimore,  John  P.,  Sa- 


rah Martin,  Susie  Maria,  Rachel,  Sophia  P. 
and  Sherman  Russell. 

(IV)  (2)  Arnold  IT  Stevens,  born  Janu-  j 
ary  26,  1806,  was  killed  in  a quarry  at  Deep  J, 
River  when  twenty  years  old. 

(IV)  (3)  Timothy  Tyler  Stevens,  born 
March  11,  1808,  died  in  Kansas  in  1884.  He  | 
wta®  a merchant  in  Chester,  Conn.,  for  many  'j 
years.  He  mlarried  Maria  Clark,  and  they  1 
had  five  daughters,  Mary,  Cornelia,  Amelia, 
Abbie  and  Nancy  Maria. 

(V)  Mary  Stevens  married  James  Spen-  ; 
cer,  and  they  had  three  daughters,  of  whom  we 
have  only  the  name  of  Hattie,  the  eldest. 

(VI)  Hattie  Spencer  married  a Mr.  Long. 

They  reside  in  Kansas.  i] 

(V)  Amelia  Stevens  married  William  ITo- 
cum,  and  they  had  six  children,  Elida,  Luther, 
Lydia,  and  three  whose  names  are  not  known.  \ 

(V)  Abbie  Stevens  married  Luther  Greg- 
ory, and  they  had  one  son,  Henry.  After  Mr.  j 
Gregory’s  death  his  widow  married  a Mr.  j 
Hubbard,  and  they  had  one  son,  James.  Mrs.  ; 
Hubbard  died  soon  after  his  birth. 

(IV)  (4)  Emily  T.  Stevens,  bom  April  j 
3,  1810,  married  Benjamin  Addis.  They  had 
eight  children,  Maryett,  Loly  G.,  Margaret  D., 
Jane  A.,  Martin  S.,  Charles  S.,  and  twt>  Who 
died  when  quite  young. 

(V)  Alary ett  Addis  married  Merritt  M.  • 
Cornwell,  and  had  four  children,  Ellen,  Ben-  ; 
jamin,  Margaret  and  Herbert. 

(VI)  Ellen  Cornwell  married  Rev.  George  ; 
Henry  Smith,  and  they  have  three  sons,  Her-  ; 
bert,  Henry  and  Paul. 

(VI)  Herbert  Cornwell  married  Jennie  j 
Johnson,  and  they  have  had  one  son,  Mer-  [ 
ritt  J. 

(V)  Loly  G.  Addis  married  P.  H.  Burns,  ; 

and  they  had  six  children,  Edgar,  Jennie,  An- 
drew,  Benjamin,  William,  and  Loly  (who'  died  ; 
when  a child) . j 

(VI)  Edgar  Burns  married  Edith  Mil-  f 
drum,  and  they  have  three  children,  Leroy, 
Lucy  and  Bessie. 

(VI)  Jennie  Burns  married  L.  C.  Hine- 
man,  a lawyer,  of  Meriden,  Connecticut. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Burns  married  Alice  Gar- 
rod,  and  they  have  four  children,  Andrew  B., 
Charles  A.,  Allen  C.  and  Loly. 

(V)  Margaret  D.  Addis  married  Isaac  1 
Cornwell,  had  one  son,  Charles,  and  died  at  the  i 
age  of  twenty-six.  Mr.  Cornwell  subsequently  , 
married  Maria  Skinner. 
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(VI)  Charles  Cornwell  married  Ella 
Smith,  and  they  had  two  children,  Alfred 
and  Margaret. 

(V)  Jane  A.  Addis  married  Miner  Treat, 
of  Cornwell,  Conn.,  and  they  had  two  children, 
Frank  and  Bell. 

(VI)  Frank  Treat  married  Gussie  Fay, 
of  Westfield,  Conn.,  and  they  had  four  chil- 
dren, Harry,  Fay,  Mattie  and  Miner. 

(VI)  Beil  Treat  married  William  Gialpin, 
of  Middletown,  and,  after  his  death,  became 
the  wife  of  Bolivar  Griswold. 

(V)  Charles  S.  Addis  married  Emma  Fes- 
senden, and  they  had  two<  children,  Robert  F. 
and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

(IV)  (5)  James  Henry  Stevens,  born  May 
10,  1812,  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and 
died  at  the  expiration  of  his  apprenticeship, 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

(IV)  (6)  Sarah  W.  Stevens,  born  August 
28,  1814,  became  the  wife  of  Hosmer  Shailer, 
of  Deep  River,  Conn.,  and  died  April  3,  1887. 
They  had  four  sons,  Arnold  S.,  William:  L., 
Leroy  H.  and  Hosmer,  Jr. 

(V)  Arnold  S.  Shailer  married  Caroline 
Pawel,  of  New  Jersey,  and  they  had  two  sons, 
Arnold  S.,  Jr.,  and  Harry. 

(VI)  Arnold  S.  Shailer,  Jr.,  and  his  wife 
Emma,  have  one  daughter,  Nellie. 

(V)  Leroy  H.  Shailer  married  Alice  C. 
Moore,  of  New  York. 

(V)  Hosmer  Shailer,  Jr.,  married  Ida  Le- 
vaughn,  of  Deep  River,  and  they  had  two 
children,  Grade  and  William  Galpin. 

(IV)  (7)  Martin  W.  Stevens,  born  Sq> 
t ember  5,  1816,  died  September  25,  1858.  He 
was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  acting  as 
manager  of  the  “Mansion  House’’  in  Middle- 
town,  the  “Chester  House"  in  Chester,  and  the 
“Stevens  Hotel’’  in  Deep  River,  now  “Wat- 
rous’  Hotel."  lie  married  Elizabeth  Willmot 
Mix,  and  they  had  three  children,  George  M., 
Ellen  and  Gilbert  HJ. 

(V)  George  M.  Stevens  married  Fannie  C. 
Hull,  of  Clinton,  Conn.,  and  they  live  in  the 
South.  They  have  six  children,  Bertrand  II., 
Georgina  F.,  Henry,  Irene  F.,  Nlellie  J.  and 
Mary  F. 

(VI ) Bertrand  1 1.  Stevens  married  and  has 
had  two  children,  Lowland  and  Fern. 

(VI)  Georgina  F.  Stevens  married  and  has 
two  children,  Myrtle  and  George. 

(V)  Ellen  Stevens  married  Charles  Stev- 


ens, of  Clinton,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Charles  L. 

(VI)  Charles  L.  Stevens  married  Bessie 
Pratt  of  Meriden. 

(V)  Gilbert  H.  Stevens  married  Alice  G. 
Stribling,  of  Shreveport,  La.,  and  they  have 
had  nine  children,  of  whom  we  have  the  names 
of  six,  Katie  M.,  Adela,  Nellie  A.,  Jennie,  Ma- 
rietta and  Gilbert  H. 

(VI)  Nellie  A.  Stephens  married  J.  N. 
White,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

(IV)  (8)  Appleton  Stevens,  Jr.,  born  Au- 
gust 17,  1818,  died  August  29,  1878.  For 
many  years  he  was  in  the  meat  business  in 
Deep  River,  and  in  1856  moved  to  Bay  City, 
Mich.,  where  lie  became  prominent  in  political 
circles,  serving  as  mayor  of  that  city.  He  was 

C>  j J 

engaged  in  the  lumber  business  there.  Apple- 
ton  Stevens,  Jr.,  married  Sarah  Tibbals,  and 
they  had  seven  children,  Julia  A.,  Mary,  Ado- 
niram  J.,  Sarah,  Charles,  Isabelle  and  Hen- 
ry G. 

(V)  Julia  A.  Stevens  married  Israel 
Moore,  and  had  four  children,  Hattie,  Mary 
E.,  George  and  Leila. 

(VI)  Mary  F.  Moore  married  John  F. 
Colderwood,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  they 
had  one  daughter,  Bessie  M. 

(V)  Mary  Stevens  married  Edward  B. 
Braddock,  and  they  had  two  sons,  Will  E.  and 
Dwiight  Appleton,  of  whom  the  last  named 
died  in  infancy. 

(VI)  Will  E.  Braddock  married  Rosa 
Wheeler,  and  had  one  child,  Clara  Nancy. 

(V)  Adoniram  J.  Stevens  married  Flor- 
ence Carey,  of  Ohio,  and  they  had  three  chil- 
dren, Maude,  Helen  and  Marguerite. 

(V)  Sarah  Stevens  married  Luther  Brad- 
dock, and  they  had  one  child,  Edith  W. 

(V)  Charles  Stevens  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-live  years. 

(V)  Isabelle  Stevens  married  M.  C.  Em- 
pey,  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four. 

(V)  Henry  G.  Stevens  married  Sarah 
Scott,  and  had  four  children,  all  of  whom  died 
in  infancy. 

( IV)  (9)  William  Bentley  Stevens,  born 
August  leg  1820,  was  in  the  lumber  business 
in  Deep  River  for  a tine,  afterward  removing 
to  Corning,  N.  Y.,  where  he  continued  in  the 
same  line  for  a while,  in  time  removing  to 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  finally  returning  to  Deep 
River,  lie  died  in  Canada,  October  16,  1 880. 
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He  married  Jane  Clark,  and  they  had  five  chil- 
dren,, Lorenzo,  Lionise,  Frederick,  William  B., 
Jr.,  and  Jennie.  ( 

(V)  Lorenzo  Stevens  and  his  wife,  Emma, 
had  one  child,  William  B. 

(V)  William  B.  Stevens,  Jr.,  married  Kittie 
Newel,  oif  Middletown,  and  they  had  three 
children,  Newel,  Florence  and  Catharine. 

After  the  death  of  the  mother  Mr.  Stevens 
married  Clara  L.  Camp,  and  by  this  union 
there  are  also'  three  children,  Bentley,  Richard 
and  Elizabeth. 

(IV)  (io)  Charles  Stevens,  born  May  12, 
1822,  died  November  29,  1899,  in  Michigan. 
He  was  in  the  railroad  business  in  Middletown 
for  many  years,  afterward  removing  to  Bay 
City,  Mich.  He  married  Sarah  A.  Addis,  and 
they  had  five  children,  Hattie,  Ida,  Alice,  Jo^ 
seph  and  Emma.  By  his  second  wife,  Kate 
Paddock,  he  had  one  child,  Jay  P. 

(V)  Hattie  Stevens  married  Timothy 
Rood,  of  Meriden,  and  they  have  two  sons, 
Charles  and  Timothy  W. 

(V)  Ida  Stevens  married  Walter  Ham- 
mond, of  Stonington,  Connecticut.  They 
have  one  sou,  Louis. 

(VI)  Louis  Hammond  married  Ruth 
Vicorv,  and  they  have  one  son,  Paul. 

(V)  Emma  Stevens  married  Frank  Ham- 
mond, and  they  had  one  daughter,  Marguer- 
ite. After  the  death  of  Mr.  Hammond  his 
widow  married  C.  PI.  Hathaway. 

(IV)  (11)  Harriet  E.  Stevens,  born  April 
29,  1824,  died  August  16,  1892.  She  married 
Kyes  Hathaway,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  and 
they  subserpientlv  removed  to  Meriden,  Conn. 
They  had  ten  children,  Charles  PI.,  Kyes 
Allen,  Leroy,  Hattie,  Lillie  M.,  William  B., 
Susie,  Catharine  E.,  Irene  T.  and  Sallie  S. 

(V)  Charles  H.  Hathaway  married  Luella 
Collins,  and  had  two  sons,  Lewis  and  Leslie. 
After  the  mother’s  death  Mr.  Hathaway  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Emma  Hammond. 

(V)  Kyes  Allen  Hathaway  married  Fran- 
ces Parker,  and  they  had  two'  children,  Eld- 
ridge  and  Pauline. 

(V)  Lillie  M.  Hathaway  married  W.  B. 
Harding,  of  Athol,  Mass.,  and  they  had  two 
children,  Daisy  M.  and  Alpheus. 

(V)  Catharine  E.  Hathaway  married  J. 
S.  Norton,  and  they  had  four  children,  Junius, 
Jr.,  Catharine,  Barbara  and  Rodney. 

(V)  Susie  Hathaway  married  W.  S. 
Dudley. 


(V)  William  B.  Hathaway  married  Caro-  j 
line  Myers,  and  they  had  two  children,  Carrie 
and  Carl.  ]. 

(,V)  Irene  TL  Hathaway  married  George 
March,  and  they  Lad  one  daughter,  Hattie,  and 
two  sons,  George  and  Dudley. 

(V)  Sallie  S.  Hathaway  married  D.  J. 
Canary,  and  they  have  three  children,  Hazel, 
Riobert  and  D.  Jay. 

(IV)  (12)  Cypthia  Stevens,  born  May  26, 
1826,  died  in  February,  1852.  She  married 
William  F.  Phillips,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  ! 
where  they  lived,  and  they  had  four  children, 
Henry,  Ellen,  Sarah  and  Sanford. 

(V)  Henry  Phillips  married  Emily  Corn- 
well,  of  Westfield,  Conn,  and  they  had  two  1 
children,  William  and  Nettie. 

(IV)  (13)  Susan  C.  Stevens,  born  Jan-  ; 
uairy  22,  1828,  married  John  Phillips.  They  I 
resided  in  the  South  for  four  years  before  the  j 
Civil  war,  and  she  is  at  present  living  in  Mid-  | 
dletown,  Conn.  Mr.  Phillips  died  in  1886. 

JOSEPH  L.  B.  COVELL,  a well-known 
citizen  of  Portland,  Middlesex  county,  and  a ; 
prominent  farmer  of  the  town,  is  the  only  j 
male  representative  of  an  old  and  illustrious 
family  whose  history  is  closely  intertwined 
with  that  of  Middlesex  county,  the  Cbvells,  ; 
and  is  also'  connected  with  the  Blagues.  For  • 
generations  back  these  families  have  been  ! 
prominent  in  society,  and  have  always  been  J 
among  the  wealthier  people  of  the  locality.  The  [ 
Blagues  preceded  the  Covells  in  the  settlement  ! 
of  the  town.  Col.  Joseph  Blague  was  born 
Mtarch  2,  1738,  and  died  March  5,  1809,  at  1 
the  place  where  Mr.  Coveil  now  lives;  he  is  I 
buried  in  .the  Portland  Episcopal  cemetery.  ' 
His  wife,  Prudence  Hale,  of  Glastonbury,  was  ; 
born  August  21,  1737,  and  died  January  1,  , 
1826,  and  is  buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband  i 
in  the  Portland  cemetery.  Col.  Blague  was  a 1 
son  of  Joseoh  Blague,  of  Saybrook,  Conn.,  f 
and  Mary  (Hamlin)  Blague,  the  latter  born 
in  Middletown,  Conn.,  in  1696,  daughter  of 
Hon.  John  Hamlin.  She  died  July  21,  1762. 

Col.  Blague  was  a leading  man  in  his  day,  and 
was  very  wealthy.  His  only  son,  Joseph,  died 
March  26,  1812,  in  his  forty-seventh  year,  and 
Was  buried  in  the  Portland  Episcopal  cemetery. 

His  two  daughters  were  Mary,  who  was  the  . 
grandmother  of  Mr.  Coveil,  and  Catherine,  j 
who  married  Vine  Starr.  The  Blague  family  1 
is  now  extinct  in  name. 
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Elisha,  Coveil,  the  father  of  Joseph,  L.  B., 
was  born  in  East  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  January 
18,  1788,  son  of  Elijah  and  Lydia  (Hodge) 
Covell.  Elijah  Coveil  was  born  May  12,  1755, 
and  his  wife  August  2,  1756.  Their  children 
were:  Elijah,  born  May  16,  1786;  Elisha; 

Silas,  May  14,  1789;  Edmund,  August  29, 
1790;  Alfred,  July  30,  1792  (died  in  1795); 
Alvin,  April  2,  1794;  Alfred  (2),  February 
12,  1796;  Imlay,  February  13,  1798;  and 
Lydia,  August  11,  1800.  The  parents  of  Lydia 
Hodge,  mentioned  above  as  the  mother  of  the 
foregoing  children,  were  Benjamin  and  Lydia 
Hodge.  The  father,  born  March  21,  1729, 
lived  in  Glastonbury,  and  died  April  23,  1799. 
The  mother,  born  May  24,  1728,  died  July  20, 
1810.  Elijah  Covell  was  a farmer,  and  lived 
and  died  in  Glastonbury.  His  death  occurred 
April  21,  1821. 

Elisha  Covell,  born  January  18,  1788, 
spent  his  early  life  in  his  native  town  of  Glas- 
tonbury, attended  the  district  schools,  was  a 
bright  pupil,  and  became  a man  of  far  more 
than  the  ordinary  intelligence.  He  was  the 
second  child  in  a large  family,  and  as  there  was 
not  work  enough  at  home  for  all  he  came  to 
Portland  and  hired  out  as  a farm  hand  to  Ool. 
Blague,  then  an  extensive  farmer  and  land 
owner.  The  Colonel  was  precise  and  particular 
about  his  work,  and  he  found  in  young'  Covell 
a boy  after  his  own  heart.  Elisha  worked 
there  and  attended  school,  and  gained  a good 
education,  largely  through  private  study  dur- 
ing several  winters.  He  was  a great  favorite 
with  the  Blague  family,  and  was  one  in  the 
closest  attendance  upon  the  Colonel  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  afterward  married 
Mary  Blague,  daughter  of  the  Colonel.  She 
died  leaving  no  children,  and  in  1851  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Harriet  J.  Wilbur,  in  New  York 
City.  She  was  born  in  Hartford,  Washing- 
ton Co.,  N.  Y.,  October  7,  1820,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Rachel  (Pease)  Wilbur,  and  is 
the  mother  of  the  following  children  : Mary  L. 
is  living  at  home,  and  is  unmarried.  Marion 
A.  died  when  a child.  Elisha  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty  years.  Joseph  L B.  is  the  subject 
of  this  article.  Harriet  W.  II.  is  at  home,  un- 
married. The  (father  died  in  June,  1861,  and  is 
buried  in  the  Portland  Episcopal  cemetery, 
lie  was  a member  of  that  church,  and  was  a 
Republican  politically.  He  was  known  as  C ol. 
Covell.  Though  he  carried  on  his  farm 
throughout  his  active  years,  lie  had  extensive 


investments  and  interests  that  placed  him 
among  the  wealthier  capitalists  of  his  day.  He 
owned  an  extensive  property  in  Vermont;  had 
a large  tract  of  land  near  East  Windsor;  had 
considerable  holding's  in  local  companies,  and 
was  one  of  the  principal  owners  of  quarry 
stock.  He  was  frequently  called  to  the  city  of 
New  York  on  important  business  errands,  and 
enjoyed  an  acquaintance  among  financiers  in 
a number  of  localities.  Very  active  almost  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  one  of  the 
best  known  men  of  his  day.  In  1854,  he  built 
the  large  house  now  standing,  which  is  the 
family  home.  Plis  widow  is  still  living,  and  is 
a remarkably  well  preserved  lad}*. 

Joseph  Llewellyn  Blague  Covell  was  born 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Portland,  where  he 
was  reared,  and  has  ever  since  resided.  He 
began  his  schooling  in  Portland,  and  finished 
in  Newburyport,  Mass.  He  was  given  an  op- 
portunity, while  still  quite  young,  to  secure  a 
knowledge  of  practical  life,  of  which  he  made 
good  use.  For  a number  of  years  he  has  had 
the  management  of  the  large  farm  belonging 
to  the  family  patrimony,  which  is  universally 
pronounced  the  best  farm,  in  the  county.  Mr. 
Mr.  Covell  has  carried  on  a dairy  business  in 
Portland,  which  is  counted  among  the  first ; 
has  built  up  an  extensive  trade  in  agricultural 
implements;  and  is  a man. of  varied  business 
interests.  Fraternally  he  is  a Mason  of  high 
standing,  belonging  to  V arren  Lodge,  A.  F. 
& Ai.  M.,  Freestone  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  and 
Gyrene  Commandery,  K.  T.  Mr.  Covell  has 
never  married,  and  lives  with  his  widowed 
mother  and  maiden  sisters,  lie  is  a nan  of 
unblemished  reputation. 

SAMUEL  II.  PECK  I PAM.  The  sixty- 
two  years  of  Mr.  Peckham's  life,  while  not 
abounding  in  incident,  have  left  upon  him  the 
indelible  impress  of  hard  toil,  earnest  purpose 
and  a moral  character  above  reproach.  Bv 
trade  he  is  a blacksmith,  his  strong  sinews  and 
knotted  muscles  showing  a physical  strength 
which  is  not  superior  to  the  fearless  courage 
and  robust  integrity  of  his  inner  life. 

Timothy  Peck  ham,  his  father,  was  born  at 
Kingston,  R.  I.,  and  was  a stone  mason.  While 
a young  nan  he  removed  to  East  lladdam. 
Conn.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for  several 
years,  and  later  he  made  his  home  .at  Deep 
River,  in  Middlesex  county,  in  which  town  he 
died,  lie  married  Harriet  Rand,  of  Hadlvme, 
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and  was  the  father  of  six  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. Gardner,  the- first  son,  was  of  a rowing 
disposition;  he  enlisted  in  a Connecticut  regi- 
ment during  the  Civil  war  and  his  present 
whereabouts  are  unknown.  Sarah,  the  second 
child  and  eldest  daughter,  mjarried  Joseph 
Booth,  and  lives  at  Southold,  L.  I.  Elizabeth 
and  Timbthy  died  in  childhood.  Samuel  H. 
was  the  fourth  child.  The  next,  Nathaniel, 
married  Ella  Howell,  and  removed  from:  Con- 
necticut to  Michigan,  and  later  returned  to 
Middletown,  where  he  died  in  1874.  The  next 
son  was  christened  Albert  T. ; he  married  Hat- 
tie Allen,  and  resides  in  Langston,  Mich.  The 
next  and  youngest  son,  Gilbert  F.,  married  De- 
lina  C.  Miller,  and  lives  in  Middletown,  Conn., 
where  he  represents  his  ward  in  the  city  coun- 
cil as  alderman.  Jennette,  the  youngest 
daughter  :is  Mrs.  John  Tillinghast,  of  South- 
old,  Long  Island.  1 

Samuel  H.  Peckham  lost  his  father  when 
he  was  very  young.  He  attended  the  coun- 
try schools  until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen, 
when  he  commenced  learning  his  trade  in  the 
shop  of  Noah  Shipman,  at  Deep-  Rliver.  He 
was  given  board  and  clothes,  and  the  privi- 
lege of  attending  the  district  school  during 
the  Winter  term  of  three  mtonths.  At  the  end 
of  five  years,  having  thoroughly  mastered  his 
trade,  Mr.  Peckham  went  to  Portland,  Conn., 
where  he  found  work  in  the  shop  of  William 
Ranney,  which  was  located  directly  east  of 
Gildersleeve's  shipyard.  He  continued  in  this 
employment  for  two  years,  When  he  entered 
the  service  of  Thomas  Flood,  who  at  that  time 
owned  the  ferry  between  Portland  and  Middle- 
town,  at  the  sam'e  timb  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness of  a smith.  In  1S61  Mr.  Peckham'  came 
to  Middlefield,  where  he  rented  the  shop  which 
he  now,  owns.  He  remained  there,  however, 
only  six  months,  going  thence  to-  Greenport, 
L.  I.  This  location  proving  unsatisfactory,  he 
soon  returned  to  Middlefield,  where  he 
first  rented  and  afterward  bought  the  shop 
of  Allen  Bow.  For  several  years  he  con- 
ducted a successful  business  there,  and 
later  removed  it  to  Middletown,  where  for 
seven  years  he  was  proprietor  of  a 
shop  in  East  Court  street.  During  this 
period,  however,  he  did  not  change  his 
residence,  going  front  Middlefield  to>  Middle- 
town  each  morning  and  returning  at  night. 
This  mode  of  life  did  not,  howiever,  prove  sat- 
isfactory to  him  and  he  again  opened  his  shop 


in  Middlefield,  where  he  has  ever  since 
carried  on  business.  His  trade  is  pros- 
perous and  profitable,  and  at  times  calls 
for  the  employment  of  three  assistants,  his 
being  the  only  first-class  shop  in  the  town.  As 
a citizen  lie  is  of  broad,  enlightened  public 
spirit,  as  a man  genial  and  hospitable,  true  to 
his  friends  and  charitable  to  the  frailties  to- 
ward which  he  has  never  been  tempted. 
Whole-souled,  conscientious  and  hard-working 
he  enjoys  the  respect  of  the  community,  and 
the  sincere  love  of  those  who  know  him  best. 

The  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  he  has  built 
upon  the  triple  cornerstone  of  industry,  good 
judgment  and  sterling  probity. 

Mr.  Peckham  was  married,  June  27,  1867, 
to  Fannie  I.  Miller,  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
most  honored  families  of  the  State,  whose  gen-  1 
ealogical  history  is  given  in  a succeeding  para- 
graph. A Republican  in  political  faith,  lie  is  j 

able  to  rise  above  partisanship  on  local  issues.  , 

Both  he  and  his  wife  are  attendants  upon  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Middlefield.  Stal- 
wart in  frairie,  keen  in  perception  and  conserva- 
tive in  judgment,  Mr.  Peckham  enjoys  the  un-  * 
failing  and  outspoken  confidence  of  the  com-  f 
rnunity  of  which  he  is  a prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizen.  ■ 

To  Mr.  Peckham  and  his  wife  have  been  * 
born  three  children.  The  eldest,  Delano  W.,  i 
early  exhibited  a marked  fondness,  as  well  -as  j 
a rare  aptitude,  for  railroading.  At  the  age  of  1 
seventeen  lie  Was  station  agent  of  the  New  , 
York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  Railway  i 
Company  at  Middlefield,  and  he  is  now  one  of  ! 
the  company's  train  despatches  at  New  Haven. 

He  married  Miss  May  Hopkins,  and  has  one 
child,  Rachel.  They  live  in  Middlefield,  at 
the  home  of  his  father.  Mr.  Peckham’s  second  1 
child,  Glenne,  died  in  infancy.  Millard  E., 
the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  unmarried,  and  j 
lives  at  home,  superintending  the  farm.  f 

Mrs.  Peckham’s  m'aiden  name,  as  has  been 
stated,  was  Fannie  I.  Miller.  She  is  of  Eng- 
lish descent,  the  first  American  progenitor  of 
her  family  having  been  one  Thomas  Miller, 
who  emigrated  from  Birmingham!,  England, 
tnd  settled  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  where  he  was 
made  a freeman  in  1639.  From  Rowley  he 
moved  to  Middletown,  Conn.,  about  1654.  He 
erected  a large  mill  at  South  Farm,  upon  land 
which  is  now  the  site  of  the  plant  of  the  Rus- 
sell Manufacturing  Company.  His  first  wife, 
Isabel,  bore  him)  a daughter,  Ann.  After  her 
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death  he  married,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years, 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Samuel  Nettleton,  of  Brad- 
ford. Of  this  union  came  eight  children : 
Thomas,  born  May  6,  1666;  Samuel,  April  1, 
1668;  Joseph,  August  21,  1670;  Benjamin, 
July  20,  1672;  John,  March  10,  1674;  Mar- 
garet; Sarah;  and  Mehitabel,  born  March  28, 
1681.  Thomas  Miller  died  August  14,  1680, 
and  his  widow,  Sarah,  survived  him  until 
1727- 

Benjamin  Miller,  the  fourth  son  of  the 
second  rrjarriage,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Middlefield,  locating  in  the  southern  por- 
tion of  the  town  about  the  year  1700.  Tradi- 
tion has  it  that  he  w!as  given  the  honorary  title 
of  “Governor,”  partly  because  of  his  strong- 
character  and  great  influence  with  the  Indians, 
and  partly  on  account  of  his  large  holdings  of 
i real  estate.  His  first  wife,  Mary  Johnson, 
j bore  him  eight  children  : Rebecca,  who  mar- 

ried David  Robinson,  of  Durham;  Sarah,  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Hickox;  Mary,  who  died  un- 
married; Benjamin,  Jr.,  who  married  Hannah 
I Robinson;  Hannah,' who  became  the  wife  of 
Ephraim  Coe;  Isaac,  who  died  unmarried; 
j Mehitabel,  Mirs.  Barnes;  and  lehabod,  who 
! is  mentioned  below.  After  the  death  of 
his  first  wife,  Benjamin  Miller,  Sr.,  the  “Gov- 
ernor,” married  Mercy  Bassett,  by  whom  he 
became  the  father  of  seven  children,  namely : 
Lydia,  Amos,  Ebenezer,  Martha,  Rhoda,  David 
and  Thankful.  Lydia  married  Eliakim  Snow, 
and  Amos  married  Abigail  Cromwell.  Eben- 
ezer died  unmarried.  Martha  married  Thomas 
Atkins,  and  Rhoda  became  the  wife  of  Ben- 
iamin Bacon.  David  married  Slizabeth  Brain- 
j erd.  Thankful  died  unmarried.  “Governor” 
Benjamin  died  November  2,  1747,  and  Mercy, 
! his  widow,  on  February  9,  1756. 

Deacon  lehabod  Miller,  the  youngest  child 
of  the  first  marriage  of  Benjamin,  Sr.,  was 
lx>rn  December  15,  1709,  and  died  August 
22,  1788.  He  was  a deacon  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  Like  his  father,  he  was  twice 
mlarried,  his  first  wife  being  Mary  Elton,  and 
his  second  Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  Jeremiah 
Bacon.  The  issue  of  the  first  union  was  four 
sons  and  one  daughter:  Elizabeth,  who  was 

horn  December  10,  1732,  married  Joseph 

Bacon,  and  died  September  2,  1752;  Recom- 
pense, the  eldest  son,  who  married  Isabel  Ives; 
lehabod,  who  married  the  daughter  of  his  fa- 
ther's second  wife  bv  her  first  marriage,  Eliza 
beth  Bacon;  Timothy,  who  married  Mary 


Hale;  and  Richard,  the  fifth  and  youngest 
child,  who  married  Anna  Ward.  The  chil- 
dren of  the  second  union  were  four  in  number : 
Elizabeth,  Seth,  Mary  and  Rachel.  Elizabeth, 
born  in  1753,  married  James  T.  Ward.  Seth 
married  Hannah  Parsons.  Mary  became  Mrs. 
Seth  Coe  and  Rachel,  who  was  born  in  1761, 
married  Eli  Coe. 

lehabod  Miller  (2),  the  son  of  Deacon 
lehabod  Miller,  had  four  daughters  and  three 
sons : The  eldest  daughter,  Irene,  married 

Isaac  Miller,  and  Rhoda  married  William  Bab- 
bitt. Sally  became  Mrs.  Jonathan  Turner. 
Elizabeth  died  unirtarried.  Jesse  was  twice 
married,  first  to  Susie  Wetmore,  and  after  her 
death  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Prior.  Jeremiah 
married  Mary  Ives.  Capt.  lehabod  Miller, 
the  youngest  son,  married  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Capt.  David  Birdsey.  The  father  of  this  fam- 
ily was  a lieutenant  in  a militia  company  and 
a citizen  held  in  high  esteem. 

Capt.  lehabod  and  Sarah  (Birdsey)  Miller 
had  eight  children,  as  follows:  Electa,  born 

July  3,  1796,  mlarried  Ira  Miller:  Martha,  born 
April  15,  1799,  was  the  wife  of  Bethuel 
Roberts;  Sarah  E.,  born  July  31,  1802,  became 
Mrs.  Ailmon  Miller;  David  B.,  born  March 
5,  1805,  married  Nancy  Hale;  Louisa,  born 
October  1,  1807,  was  the  wife  of  Isaac  Miller; 
lehabod,  born  March  13,  1810.  was  the  hus- 
band of  Aurelia  M.  Coe;  Jesse,  bom  April  7, 
j Si  5,  married  Roxana  Coe;  and  Elbert,  the  fa- 
ther of  Mrs.  Peckham,  born  May  20,  1818. 
married  Rachel  Coe. 

Elbert  Miller  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in 
a house  which  stood  in  what  is  now  the  north- 
ern part  of  Middlefield,  on  the  site  of  the 
present  residence  of  David  Lawn.  This  was 
his  home  until  several  vears  after  his  marriage, 
when  the  house  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  he 
removed  to  the  farm  on  w hich  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  lie  died,  of  apoplexy. 
April  1 6,  1891.  lie  was  a nieml>er  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Middlefield.  a man  of 
gentle,  quiet  disposition  and  unassuming  man- 
ners, and  was  much  beloved.  1 le  held  the  rank 
of  captain  in  the  local  militia,  and  was  usually 
addressed  bv  that  title.  Mis  marriage  to  Miss 
Coe  occurred  Octolxr  8,  1840.  She  was  1 x >rn 
July  28,  1821,  daughter  of  Bela  Coe  (at  one 
time  a large  land  owner  in  Middlefield)  and 
his  wife  Hannah  Ward,  and  died  February  1, 
1899,  at  her  home  in  Middlefield,  after  a short 
illness.  To  Elbert  M’iller  and  his  wife  came 
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three  daughters,  of  whom  Fannie  I.,  Mrs. 
Peckham,  is  the  second.  The  eldest,  Imogene 
C.,  was  born  July  3,  1841,  and  was  married 
March  9,  1859,  to>  Henry  J.  Camp,  a farmer, 
of  Durham.  Their  home  is  in  Middlefield. 
They  have  had  three  children,  Edward  H. 
(born  March  22,  1864),  Elmore  P.  (July  16, 
1865),  and  Mary  L.  (April  6,  1882).  Ed- 
ward married  Agnes  Hotchkiss,  and  died  at 
his  home,  at  Shelton,  Conn.,  February  2,  1895, 
leaving  one  child,  Roland  E.  Elmore  P.  mar- 
ried Adriana  Naclo,  and  lives  in  Middlefield; 
they  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Bertha 
R.  ’ Mary  L.,  the  youngest  child,  is.  unmar- 
ried, and  remains  at  home  with  her  parents. 
Mrs.  Peckham’s  youngest  sister  Lucina  C., 
born  May  2,  1850,  is  unmarried,  and  resides 
in  Middlefield,  at  the  old  homestead. 

JAMES  POST  REDFIELD  HAYDEN 
who  ranked  among  the  prominent  and  substan- 
tial farmers  of  Westbrook,  Middlesex  county, 
and  resided  on  bis  estate  in  the  western  part 
of  the  town  near  the  Clinton  line,  a successful 
self-made  man. 

Mr.  Hayden  came  from  an  old  family, 
tracing  his  ancestry  to  John  Hayden,  who  was 
made  a freeman  in  1704,  and  resided  in  what 
is  now  known  as  Essex.  Nehemiah  Hayden, 
the  great-great-grandfather  of  James  P.  R., 
mlarried  Temperance  Parker,  and  died  in  1774. 
His  son  Elias,  the  great-grandfather,  was  born 
in  Essex  in  1744,  and  was  a ship  carpenter 
by  trade.  He  made  his  home  during  his  last 
years  with  his  son  Calvin,-  who-  was  our  sub- 
ject's grandfather,  and  was  also1  born  in  Essex. 
Calvin  Hayden  was  a ship  carpenter.  Resid- 
ing in  Essex  for  several  • years  after  his  mar- 
riage, line  then  can/e  to  Westbrook  toi  follow 
the  same  line  of  work.  The  shipyards  along 
the  Pochaug  river  belonged  to  him,  and  he  re- 
sided near  them.  For  his  time  he  was  con- 
sidered a wealthy  man,  and  became  prominent- 
ly mentioned  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  town. 
He  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  especially  noted  for  his 
generosity  and  kindness  to  the  poor.  Politi- 
cally he  was  a stern  and  unflinching-  Old-line 
Whig.  Calvin  Hayden  married  Betsey  Griffin, 
a native  of  Greenpoirt,  L.  L,  and  the  following- 
named  children  were  born  to  them : Mary, 

who  married  Horace  Kelsey;  Elias,  who  mar- 
ried Maria  Smith ; Calvin ; Betsey,  who  mar- 
ried Joseph  Spencer;  Gideon;  Hannah,  who 


married  Thomas  Tripp;  Sophia,  who  married 
J o]in  Hayden;  and  Miriam. 

Calvin  Hayden,  the  father  of  James  P.  R., 
was  born  in  March,  1812,  in  Essex,  and  came 
to  Westbrook  when  about  eleven  years  of  a°re.  i 
As  was  the  custom  he  early  began  to  make 
himself  useful,  engaging  in  work  in  the  ship- 
yards belonging  to  his  father.  His  literary 
education  was  such  as  the  rather  limited  op- 
portunities of  that  time  afforded.  The  work 
in  which  lie  engaged  was  easily  learned  by  j! 
him,  as  he  was  a natural  mechanic,  and  during 
life  he  became  so  proficient  that  he  was  master  j 
builder  on  many  of  the  vessels  sent  out  from 
the  Connecticut  river  yards.  He  assisted  in 
the  building  of  twenty-seven  vessels,  built  at 
the  various  yards,  being  employed  by  the 
Gaines  family  of  Rocky  Hill;  one  of  these  jj 
ship®,  the  “Mary,”  is  still  in  the  West  India  j 
trade.  For  a number  of  years  Mr.  Hayden  \ 
was  in  the  employ  of  David  Mallory,  as  master  • 
builder,  and  many  of  the  clipper  ships  owned  j 
by  that  gentleman  were  built  under  his  direc-  f 
tioii,  at  Mystic,  Conn.  His  work  wa,s  SO'  well  i 
known  that  his  name  was  a.  guarantee  for  * 
perfection  in  that  line.  Until  about  three  | 
months  before  his  death  he  kept  employed,  but 
his  busy  hands  were  stilled  July  25,  1866;  his  j 
death  occurred  at  his  house  in  Westbrook,  and  * 
he  was  buried  in  the  South  cemetery,  being 
later  removed  to  the  new  cemetery. 

Calvin  Hayden  married  Mary  E.  Redfield,  1 
wjho  was  boon  in  1810  in  Meriden,  Conn., 
daughter  of  James  and  Emeline  (Farrington) 
Redfield,  and  died  February  16,  1893.  The 
fallowing  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hayden:  Mary  F.,  who  through  life  was  an 

invalid,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three;  Sarah 
J.,  who  married  Daniel  Fields,  lives  on  the  old  | 
homestead,  in  Westbrook;  James  P.  R.  is  npen-  j 
tioned  below ; Imogene  married  William  Cal- 
houn; Grace  A.  married  William  Pendleton;  ; 
Calvin  B.,  who-  was  for  many  years  a commis- 
sion merchant  in  Chicago1,  now  resides  in 
Phoenix,  Ariz. ; Cora  L.  is  the  widow  of  Wal- 
ter Lathrop,  of  Hartford  ; Elisha  K.  married 
Margaret  A.  Williams;  Isabella  married  James 
Brown;  Edward  P.  was  a mine  owner  for 
many  years,  resided  at  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  later 
went  to  the  Klondike  regions,  and  on  his  re- 
turn was  drowned  ; Charles  lives  in  Portland,  - 
Conn. ; Gertrude  married  Horace  Warner,  and 
died  in  Ellington,  Connecticut. 

James  P.  R.  Hayden  was  born  June  12, 
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1833,  in  Westbrook,  and  was  the  eldest  son  in 
a large  family.  He  had  rather  limited  school- 
ing, and  carrje  up  the  hard  road  of  toil  and  self- 
denial  to  bej  the  prominent  and  prosperous 
man  he  wias.  With  his  father  away  from  home 
so  frequently,  the  cares  of  the  family  fell  more 
or  less  upon  his  shoulders  before  he  was  old 
enough  to  bear  them),  but  bis  cheerful  good 
nature  and  honest  effort  assisted  him  through 
the  years  from  the  time  of  early  boyhood  until 
he  was  twenty-five.  Learning  his  father’s 
trade,  his  first  work  performed  away  from  his 
native  town  was  when  he  was  eighteen,  in 
Essex,  on  the  clipper  ship  “Essex,”  although 
he  never  handled  his  wages,  all  of  bis  money 
going  into  the  family  purse.  A few  years 
later  he  Went  South  and  engaged  in  shad  fish- 
ing, being  thus  employed  by  Capt.  Griffin  dur- 
ing one  winter,  and  the  two  following  winters 
' be  worked  alone,  fishing  in  Florida  winters, 
also  along  Georgia  and  South  Carolina.  This 
business  was  so  well  conducted  that  it  proved 
successful,  and  thus  Mr.  Hayden  was  able  to 
get  bis  first  start  in  life,  earning  every  penny 
by  unceasing  effort  and  persevering  toil.  In 
nearly  all  the  yards  along  the  Connecticut 
river  he  worked  at  bis  trade,  also,  at  Norwich, 
on  the  Thames.  In  Fair  Haven  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  Edwin  Bartlett,  in  doing  contract 
work  in  the  finishing  of  vessels,  and  while 
so  engaged  lie  was  called  upon  by  Sereno 
ft  j Scranton  to  go  to  Saybrook  and  build  a spe- 
cial spile,  from  a draft  made  in  East  Boston. 
The  spiles  were  to  be  used  in  the  construction 
of  the  railroad  bridge  across  the  Connecticut 
river,  at  that  point.  The  making  o>f  these  spiles 
had  been  attempted  by  other  mechanics,  who 
had  totally  failed,  but  our  subject  success- 
f fully  completed  the  job,  the  work  being  pro- 
nounced better  than  the  draft  called  for.  For 
the  long  period  of  fifty-nine  years  Mr.  Hayden 
was  engaged  in  ship  carpentry,  but  for  a num- 
k J her  O'f  years  he  was  also  interested  in  pound 
fishing,  and  had  the  record  of  having  made  the 
largest  catch  ever  made  at  Westbrook — 3,600 
in  a single  haul.  Mr.  Hayden  contrived  and 
invented  a number  of  new  fishing  devices  use- 
ful in  pound  lishing,  which  have  been  adopted 
S'  J by  others  and  arc  still  in  use. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Hayden,  to 
Ann  Maria  Daniels,  a native  of  Lymie,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Dart)  Dan- 
iels, was  celebrated  in  Saybrook.  The  follow- 
ing named  children  were  born  to  this  union: 


Charles,  who  resides  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; 
James  P.,  also  of  Brooklyn;  Frank  A.,  who 
lives  in  Westbrook;  and  John  G.,  who  is  pilot 
on  a South  ferry  boat  in  New  York.  Mrs. 
Hayden  died  November  21,  1865,  aged  twenty- 
two.  The  second  marriage  of  our  subject,  on 
December  19,  1866,  was  to  Mrs.  Amanda  M. 
Otis,  a native  o>f  Westbrook,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Keturah  (Jones)  Chapman,  who  were 
married  December  22,  1802,  and  had  ten  chil- 
dren: Chauncey,  born  July  26,  1803,  mar- 

ried Louisa  Bushnell,  and  died  February  5, 
1881  ; Mercy  Eliza,  born  September  30,  1805, 
j died  September  27,  1806;  David  B.,  bom  April 
18,  1808,  married  Hester  Pratt,  and  died  Oc- 
tober 22,  1892;  Ambrose,  born  May  24,  1810, 
married  Sarah  Bennett,  and  died  December 
23,  1880;  Mercy  D.,  born  March  17,  1812, 
mjairriecl  (first)  Melson  H.  Burdick,  and  (sec- 
ond) Linas  Stevens,  and  died  September  7, 
1897;  Eliza.,  born  July  7,  1814,  married  Ar- 
temius Rogers,  and  died  March  13,  1871 ; 
Sallie  B.,  born  December  6,  1816,  married  Al- 
bert Dibble;  Elizabeth  J.,  born  October  4, 
1819,  married  Sidney  Burdick,  and  died  Jan- 
uary 2,  1877;  Hannah  A.,  bom  April  21, 
1824,  married  Samuel  Clapp,  and  died  August 
10,  1894;  Amanda  M.  was  bom  September 
27,  1827.  On  June  15,  1848,  the  last  named 
married  Calvin  S.  Otis,  of  South  Wilbraham, 
i Conn.,  who  was  bom  July  25,  1824.  On  De- 
cember 15,  1856,  she  married  Erastus  S.  Otis, 
and  her  third  marriage  was  to  Mr.  Hayden. 

Our  subject’s  late  home  and  farm  was  for- 
merly known  in  the  neighborhood  as  the  Elisha 
Kirtland  farm,  and  was  a very  profitable  one 
under  the  care  it  received.  Mr.  Havden  car- 
ried on  his  farming  business  in  an  original 
and  scientific  way,  and  proved  himself  as  good 
as  an  agriculturist  as  he  was  a mechanic  and 
fisherman.  Among  his  possessions  were  a 
number  of  vessels  which  plied  between  New 
London  and  other  points,  in  the  coasting  trade. 
A firm  Demjocrat  in  |K>litics,  he  was  ever  rendv 
to  uphold  the  principles  of  his  party,  and  lie 
was,  as  his  wife  is,  a consistent  member  of  the 
\\  estbrook  M.  E.  Church,  where  he  was  known 
to  Ik.*  in  sympathy  with  every  charitable  and 
benevolent  association.  lie  served  his  town  as 
menil >cr  of  the  school  ljoard.  Mr.  Hayden 
died  suddenly  January  14.  1002.  and  was  laid 
away  in  the  new  cemeterv,  leaving  many 
friends  besides  his  dear  ones  to  feel  his 
1 loss. 
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BENJAMIN  W.  KELSEY,  whose  name 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New  England,  has  re- 
tired after  a long,  active  life  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  to  his  native  town  of  Had- 
dam,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  lives 
in  comfort. 

Mr.  Kelsey’s  first  ancestor  in  America  came 
from  Scotland,  and  settled  .at  Killingworth 
(or  Guilford,  both  being  then  included  in  the 
same  town  ) . 

The  first  of  the  family  of  whom  any  relia- 
ble trace  can  be  found  was  Jonathan  Kelsey, 
w|ho  married  Hannah  Hay  ton  March  23, 
1699,  and  reared  a family  of  twelve  children. 
He  died  March  8,  1740.  Gideon  Kelsey,  born 
in  Killingworth,  married  Esther  Chatfield, 
daughter  of  George  (2)  and  Esther  (Hull) 
Chatfield,  and  they  had  eight  children.  Gid- 
eon died  March  5,  1764.  Benjairlin,  son  of 
Gideon,  born  in  October,  1762,  died  in  July, 
1809.  In  1784  he  married  Zillah  Cone,  who 
was  bom  February  27,  1764,  and  died  Jan- 
uary 16,  1835. 

Benjamin  Kelsey,  son  of  Benjamin,  and 
father  of  Benjamin  W.,  was  born  November 
12,  1796,  and  was  married  August  22,  1822, 
to  Rebecca  Smith,  who  was  born  on  April  6, 
1793,  and  died  October  18,  1846.  Her  fa- 
ther, Jonathan  Smith,  was  born  in  1746  in 
Haddam,  and  died  March  7,  1834.  Mr. 
Smith  married  Rebecca  Brainerd,  daughter 
of  Gideon  and  Sarah  (Seldon)  Brainerd. 
Benjamin  Kelsey  w'as  a life-long  resident  of 
Haddam,  where  he  pursued  the  trade  of 
carpenter.  He  was  a Whig  in  politics.  He 
and  his  wife  had  children  as  follows : Henry, 

Henry  (2),  Jonathan,  Catherine,  Rebecca, .and 
Benjamin  Wilson. 

Benjamin  W.  Kelsey  was  born  December 
25,  1833,  in  the  Beaver  Meadow  District,  town 
of  Haddam,  where  he  resided  up  to  the  age  of 
sixteen,  attending  the  village  school.  The  next 
four  years  he  was  employed  in  a general  store, 
and  also  by  George  E.  and  William  H.  Good- 
speed,  at  East  Haddam,  collecting  the  first 
money  needed,  and  organizing  what  is  now 
the  National  Bank  of  New  England,  of  which 
William  H.  Goodspeed  was  for  many  years  the 
head.  Later  Mr.  Kelsey  secured  employment 
in  a store  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  over  a year.  In  1854  he  enlisted 
in  the  regular  army,  Company  D,  Second  Unit- 
ed States  Dragoons,  stationed  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, Ivan.,  and  while  there  took  part  in  the 


Sioux  expedition  ; he  was  also>  at  Salt  Lake  City 
when  the  Mormons  attempted  to  resist  the 
United  States  authority ; at  Fort  Bridges, 
where  Johnson's  army  wintered;  and  was  dis- 
charged at  Fort  Laramie,  in  1859,  with  the 
rank  of  first  sergeant.  The  following  year  he 
again  entered  the  service  of  the  Government, 
in  the  quartermaster’s  department,  being  chief 
clerk  for  Capt.  William  H.  Gill,  military  store- 
keeper, stationed  at  Cincinnati  and  New  York, 
continuing  in  this  capacity  until  1871.  In  1872 
Mr.  Kelsey  was  stationed  in  the  Schuylkill 
Arsenal,  in  Philadelphia,  and  later  was  made 
physical  instructor  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  New 
York  City.  There  he  continued  for  twenty- 
three  years,  in  1892  purchasing  some  property 
on  which  he  is  now  living  in  well-earned  ease. 

On  August  22,  1870,  Mr.  Kelsey  was  mar- 
ried to  Annie  W.  Groves,  of  New  York  City, 
daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  Jane  (Wearing) 
Groves,  natives  of  England.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kelsey  came  one  son,  Benjamin  Richard,  born 
March  12,  1873,  who  married  Elizabeth  A. 
Scovil,  and  resides  in  Waterbury,  Conn., 
where  he  is  a publisher  and  lithographer. 

Air.  Kelsey  is  a stanch  Republican,  has  been 
town  tieasuier  one  year,  and  town  clerk  since 
October,  1896.  Few  men  can  boast  of  a rec- 
ord similar  to  his.  Nearly  all  of  his  active  life 
has  been  passed  in  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment he  feels  to  be  the  greatest  upon  earth-, 
and  when  he  gazes  upon  the  stars  and  stripes, 
as  they  rise  and  fall  upon  the  breeze  during 
some  popular  demonstration,  he  knows  how 
many  lives  have  been  offered  up  that  this  glori- 
ous emblem  of  our  freedom  may  float  above  a 
country  unsullied  by  any  smirch  of  dishonor. 

BARTON.  The  name  of  Barton  is  an  old 
Colonial  one,  and  members  of  several  genera- 
tions of  the  family  have  been  prominent  in  the 
manufacture  of  bells  in  East  Hampton,  Mid- 
dlesex  county,  throughout  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury. 

Capt.  William  Barton,  of  the  Society  of 
Wintonbury,  now  the  town  of  Bloomfield, 
Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  was  an  armorer  in 
Springfield,  Mhss.,  during  the  Revolutionary 
war.  He  married  Sarah  Sage,  andl  their  son, 
William  Barton,  Jr.,  born  November  26,  1762, 
worked  with  his  father.  After  the  close  of  the 
wlar  he  returned  to  Wintonbury,  Conn.,  wihere 
he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  fire- 
arms' until  1790,  and  then  went  to  New  York, 
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where  he  mjade  andirons  and  brass  work.  In 
the  spring-  of  1808  he  came  to  East  Hamp- 
ton, Conn.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  hand  and  sleigh  bells.  He  was  the 
first  man  in  this  country  to  make  round  sleigh 
bells  of  solid  pattern.  Previously  they  had 
been  cast  in  two  parts  and  soldered  together. 
Mir.  Barton  was  a liberal-minded  m|an,  and 
kindly  disposed  toward  others,  whom  he  de- 
lighted to  benefit,  and  the  commlunity  about 
him  began  to  flourish.  In  1826  he  moved  to 
Cairo,  N.  Y.,  and  after  a residence  there  of 
twenty  years  returned  to  East  Hampton,  where 
he  died  July  15,  1849,  honored  and  respected. 
His  wife,  Clarissa  Betts  (born  February  10, 
1768),  whom  he  married  February  14,  1790, 
was  a daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Betsey 
(Penoyer)  Betts.  She  died  October  4,  1858, 
in  her  ninety-first  year.  Their  children  were: 
Njancy,  who  (first)  married  Vine  Starr  and 
(second)  Walter  Sexton;  Clarissa,  who  mar- 
ried Cyrus  Brainerd,  and  removed  to  Kanka- 
kee, 111.;  Hubbard,  referred  to  below;  Hiram, 
wjlio  is  more  fully  spoken  of  in  the  sketch  of 
his  son,  Henry  V.  Barton,  elsewhere;  Bar- 
zillai ; Philu'ra;  Jason,  who  was  a bellmaker 
of  Middle  Hacldam,  and  inventor  of  the 
method  of  polishing  common  bells,  also  the 
possessor  of  numerous  other  bell  patents  (he 
died  May  4,  1862)  ; Williami;  and  Joseph. 

Hubbard  Barton,  son  of  William,  and  the 
grandfather  of  Lucian  A.  Barton,  was  born 
in  1797,  and  succeeded  his  father  in  the  manu- 
facture of  bells,  but  later  in  life  he  turned  his 
attention  to  farming.  On  December  6,  1821, 
he  married  Deborah  G.  Clark,  and  to  their 
union  were  born  eleven  children : Adeline 

married  Frank  Morrell,  of  Philadelphia; 
Clarissa  died  in  infancy;  Clarissa  (2)  became 
the  wife  of  George  Sexton;  Mary  was  twice 
married,  first  to  Walter  Bailey,  and  after  his 
death  to  Worcester  Smith,  whom  she  has  sur- 
vived, making  her  home  in  Lawrence,  Mass.; 
Lucian  (deceased)  resided  at  Spokane,  Wash.; 
Lawton  B.  is  also  dead;  Elijah  C.  is  the  father 
of  Lucian  A.  Barton;  Jason  II.  died  of  wounds 
received  in  the  Civil  war;  Emma  T.,  unmar- 
ried, resides  at  East  Hampton;  Joseph  D.  is 
a grocer  and  hardware  dealer  in  that  village; 
Edwin  I).  is  employed  in  the  bell  shops  there. 
Three  of  the  sons  of  this  family  served  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  Civil  war;  Jason  II. 
was  wounded  at  Antietam,  and  again  at 
Petersburg,  and  yielded  up  his  young  life  at 


Fort  Schuyler,  in  1864.  The  father  of  this 
family  died  April  10,  i860,  aged  sixty-three 
years,  and  the  mother  passed  away  April  22, 
1884,  aged  eightv-two  years. 

Mrs.  Deborah  G.  (Clark)  Barton  was  a 
daughter  of  Deacon  David  Clark  and  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Eunice  (Griffith)  to  whom  he  was 
married  by  Rev.  Joel  West,  November  15, 
1801.  She  bore  her  husband  three  daughters, 
and  died  July  27,  1811,  at  the  early  age  of 
thirty-two.  Her  children  were:  Amelia 

Adeline  (baptized  April  28,  1805),  Jerusha 
Ann  (baptized  May  1,  1808),  and  Deborah  G. 
After  the  death  of  his  second  wife  Deacon 
Clark  married,  on  May  2,  1813,  Mehitabel 
Hubbard.  Their  first-born  child,  Mary  Esther, 
vfias  baptized!  July  10,  1814;  other  children 
blessed  their  union,  but  the  names  cannot  be 
given  with  accuracy.  The  name  of  Deacon 
David  Clark’s  first  wife  (other  than  that  she 
was  baptized  Jerusha)  is  not  known.  She  died 
August  24,  1800. 

Elijah  C.  Barton  was  born  in  East  Hamp- 
ton, October  25,  1836,  and  died  March  29, 
1901.  He  was  a man  of  earnest  piety  and  pro- 
found conviction,  and  a warm  advocate  of  the 
cause  of  temperance,  in  politics  a Prohibition- 
ist. In  religious  connection  he  was  a Con- 
gregationalist,  and  a deacon  in  the  church. 
He  was  a stockholder  in  the  Gong  Bell  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  of  East  Hampton,  or- 
ganized in  1866,  the  other  members  of  which 
firm  were  Ezra  G.  Cone,  A.  H.  Conklin,  and 
FI.  FI.  Abbe,  who  were  together  in  business 
from  1866,  without  a break,  until  1898,  when 
E.  G.  Cone  died.  In  April,  1866,  they  put 
the  first  Abbe  patent  gong  door  bells  on  the 
market,  establishing  an  agency  with  Messrs. 
Sargent  & Co.,  of  New  Haven,  who  have 
continued  as  agents  for  the  hardware  trade  up 
to  the  present  time.  In  1867  Cone’s  globe 
hand  bells  were  introduced,  a novelty  in  bell 
manufacture  mtide  by  mounting  two  gong- 
shaped liclls  of  different  tones  on  a frame  so 
arranged  as  to  strike  lx>th  bells  at  the  same 
time,  giving  a very  pleasant  and  musical 
sound,  loud  and  clear.  These  bells  are  still 
in  popular  demand.  Cone’s  patent  acorn- 
shaped sleigh  l>ells  were  also  made  alxwt  this 
time.  Later  Elijah  C.  Barton  invented  a re- 
volving call  bell,  made  upon  the  same  princi- 
ple as  the  Cone  doin'  hand  hell.  This  call 
bell  had  a large  sale  for  a numl>er  of  years. 

I his  idea  of  a revolving  call  IkMI  was  also 
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embodied  in  a new  bell  toy  by  Mr.  Barton, 
called  revolving-  chimjes,  which  has  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  most  popular  toys  ever  made, 
and  has  been  sold  not  only  all  over  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  but  lias  been  largely  ex- 
ported to  foreign  countries.  They  are  made 
by  using  two  gong-shaped  bells  of  different 
tones,  mounted  on  an  axle  and  a pair  of  malle- 
able iron  wheels,  and  are  drawn  along  the  floor 
or  ground  by  a cord.  The  tongue,  which  is 
hung  loosely  on  the  axles,  strikes  the  pins  in- 
side each  bell  at  ever)-  revolution  of  the  wheels, 
giving  out  very  pleasing  sounds.  To  this,  the 
first  real  bell  toy  ever  placed  on  the  market, 
have  been  added  from)  tim|e  to  time  new  bell 
toys,  mlostly  the  ideas  of  members  of  the  firm, 
until  the  line  of  1898  reached  fifty-three  dif- 
ferent numbers,  the  largest  line  of  bell  toys 
made  in  the  world.  I11  addition  to  the  Abbe 
gong  door  bells,  the  Yankee  pattern  door  and 
alarm  bells,  and  signal  trip  gong  bells,  in- 
ventions of  E.  C.  Barton,  are  made  a line  of 
silver  chime  hand  bells,  table  call  bells,  tea 
bells,  bicycle  bells,  and  gong  bell  castings  for 
electrical  use,  in  sizes  from  one  and  one-six- 
teenth to  eighteen  inches  in  diameter.  The 
specialties  of  the  company  are  mostly  in  the 
line  of  bell  toys.  They  have  ample  buildings, 
and  in  every  way  a well  appointed  plant,  and 
g-ive  employment  to  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
hands. 

In  January,  1864,  Elijah  C.  Barton  married 
Helen  M.  Kellogg,  daughter  of  Jared  and 
Frances  E.  (Day)  Kellogg.  Of  their  three 
sons,  Lucian  A),  is  the  eldest.  The  others — - 
Franklin  H.  (mjarried  Sadie  E.  Gates)  and 
Chauncey  C. — both  reside  in  East  Hampton. 

Lucian  A.  Barton  was  born  May  24, 
1865,  in  East  Hampton,  and  in  that  place  laid 
the  foundations  of  his  education  at  the  district 
schools,  and  supplemented  his  studies  thereat 
by  a course  at  the  Granville  (Nj.  Y.)  Military 
Ajcademy  and  at  Yale  Business  College,  of 
New  Haven,  graduating  from;  the  last  named 
institution  in  1885.  Entering  the  employ  of 
the  Gong  Bell  Manufacturing  Company,  he 
was  soon  placed  in  charge  of  the  “call  bell  de- 
partment," a post  which  he  filled  with  marked 
ability  and  success  for  five  years.  In  1890 
he  purchased  a half  interest  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness of  J.  L.  Leonard  (established  five  years 
before),  and  in  1892  bought  the  interest  of 
his  partner,  becoming  sole  proprietor.  In 
1896  he  accepted  the  agency  for  the  New  York 


Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  and  has 
gathered  a very  considerable  clientage.  Prior 
to  that  year  he  had  held  agencies  for  several 
of  the  Hartford  companies,  and  brought  to 
his  new  engagement  a ripe  experience,  in  ad- 
dition to-  keen  native  sagacity. 

Politically  Mr.  Barton  has  always  been  a 
Republican,  although  he  possesses  the  breadth 
of  mlincl  which  permits  him  to  rise  above  par- 
tisanship in  local  elections.  He  is  genial, 
social,  and  personally  widely  popular.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a mem- 
ber of  Anchor  Lodge,  of  East  Hampton ; Free- 
stone Chapter,  of  Portland ; and  Cyrene  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar,  at  Middletown. 
He  also  affiliates  with  the  Order  of  United 
American  Mechanics,  at  East  Hampton. 

On  November  17,  1892,  Mr.  Barton  mar- 
ried Hattie  L.  Lamson,  daughter  of  Rev.  G. 
H.  Lamson.  The  history  of  her  family  is  full 
of  interest.  She  is  a granddaughter  of  John 
Lamson,  who  was  born  in  1805,  at  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  but  who  removed  thence  to 
Lubec,  Maine,  then  the  most  easterly  town  in 
the  United  States.  He  married  Mary  Ann 
Ford,  of  Boston,  who  was  born  in  1805,  and 
died  in  1880.  She  was  a daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Catherine  (Lamson)  Ford,  and  a sister 
of  Daniel  F.  Ford,  the  distinguished  editor-in 
chief  of  the  Youth’s  Companion,  whose  bril- 
liant career  was  terminated  by  death  in  1899. 
John  Lamson  was  a successful  trader  and  gen- 
eral store-keeper.  He  died  in  1875.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
and  a liberal  contributor  to  the  advancement 
of  religion.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat, 
and,  being  an  influential  citizen,  was  chosen  to 
fill  various  offices.  Twelve  children  were  born 
to  him,  three  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Cather- 

ine, widow  of  D!r.  Higgins,  residing  in  Liver- 
more Falls,  Miaine;  Daniel,  who  is  interested 
in  the  fish  business,  at  Lubec,  Maine;  and 
George  H. 

George  PI.  Lamson,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Lucian  A.  Barton,  w;as  born  in  Lubec,  Maine, 
January  10,  1839.  He  received  a good  Eng- 
lish and  classical  education  at  the  Bucksport 
(Maine)  Seminary,  Wilbraham  Academy  and 
Boston  University,  studied  theology  and  was 
ordained  to  the  Christian  ministry.  His  first 
pastoral  charge  was  at  Fall  River,  Mass.  For 
a quarter  of  a century  he  remained  in  the 
active  service  of  the  church,  resigning  from  his 
last  pastorate,  at  South  Coventry,  Conn.,  in 
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1893.  In  1884-85  he  was  in  charge  of  the  church 
at  East  Hampton.  On  June  8,  1871,  he  was 
married  in  Boston  to  Sarah  Liseonub,  daugh- 
ter of  Douglas  and  Harriet  B.  (Greene)  Lis- 
comb.  Her  father  was  born  in  North  Sydney, 
C.  B.,  in  1825,  and  died  in  1869.  Her  mother 
born  August  3,  1835,  is  still  living,  and  resides 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  To  Rev..  Mr.  Lamson  and 
his  wife  came  two-  children  : Hattie  L.  (Mrs. 

Barton),  born  March  23,  1872,  and  Geofge  H., 
Jir.,  born  April  8,  1882;  the  latter  graduated 
in  1902  from  the  Connecticut  State  Agricul- 
tural College. 

HOUGH.  The  old  Colonial  family  of 
Hough  trace  their  American  origin  to  Will- 
iam Hough,  who  was  born  in  Cheshire,  Eng- 
land, in  1619.  In  1642  he  came  to  America, 
locating  at  Plymouth,  soon  after  moving  to 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  in  1651  coming  to  New 
London,  where  he  died  August  11,  1663. 

(II)  Capt.  John  Hough,  a sailor,  was  the 
sixth  child  of  William,  aud  was  born  in  New 
London  October  17,  1655.  On  January  27, 
1680,  he  wedded  Sarah,  daughter  of  James 
Post.  In  1678  he  had  located  in  Norwich, 
where  his  death  occurred  August  26,  1715. 

(III)  John  Hough,  son  of  Captain  John, 
was  born  in  Norwich,  October  1,  1697.  On 
September  4,  1718,  he  married  Hannah  Denni- 
son, who  bore  him  eight  children.  He  died 
February  9,  1785. 

(IV)  Jabez  Hough,  fifth  child  of  John  and 
Hannah,  was  born  November  16,  1728,  and 
died  in  Bozrahville,  Conn.,  July  23,  1820,  at 
(he  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years.  His  wife 
was  Phebe  Harris. 

(V)  Jabez  Hough  (2),  son  of  Jabez  and 
grandfather  of  several  of  the  name  now  re- 
siding in  Middlesex  county,  was  born  in  Boz- 
rahville, May  26,  1760,  and  died  in  February, 
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ary  17,  1842.  Their  children,  all  of  whom  led 
worthy  lives,  were  as  follows:  Clement,  born 
December  26,  1791 : Joseph,  born  January  6, 
1 793 : Harriet  Tracey,  born  May  3,  179M 
Mary  Moseley,  born  September  t.j,  1795;  Sallv 
Clement,  born  December  5,  179b;  Jabez,  born 
May  4,  1799:  Urbane,  born  October  4,  1800; 


Eunice,  born  July  14,  1802;  Alanson  Hodges, 
mentioned  below;  Walter  King,  born  January 
23,  1805;  Edward  Hyde,  February  18,  1807; 
and  Anthony  Benezet  Cleveland,  born  Decem- 
ber 17,  1808,  who  died  in  the  “United  States 
Hotel,’’  in  New  York,  March  16,  1842. 

Alanson  Hodges  Hough  was  born  in 
Bozrahville,  Conn.,  October  26,  1803,  and 
there  he  received  his  early  schooling.  By  teach- 
ing accumulated  sufficient  money  to  assist 
himself  through  college.  In  1828  he  attended 
the  lectures  at  Berkshire  Medical  College, 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and,  as  related  in  his  own 
words,  in  a humorous  account  of  his  entering 
Yale,  he  was  clad  in  butternut  homespun,  and 
he  walked  with  a pack  on  his  back  from  his  na- 
tive hamlet  to  New  Haven.  In  the  fall  of 
1829  he  entered  the  Medical  Department  of 
Yale  College,  prepared  to  continue  his  medical 
studies.  On  March  5,  1832,  he  graduated,  and 
that  same  year  settled  in  Essex,  where  he  re- 
mained a successful  and  valued  physician  until 
the  close  of  his  life  August  18,  1886.  Though 
always  busy  in  his  profession,  he  found  time 
to  interest  himself  in  the  affairs  of  the  town, 
taking  special  interest  in  educational  matters, 
also  filling  various  local  offices,  and  in  1855  Jie 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate.  A consistent 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Essex,  he 
served  as  deacon  from  1842  until  the  time  of 
his  death.  Mr.  Plough  was  twice  married ; 
first,  in  1832,  to  Mary  Lathrop,  who  died  in 
the  following  year;  second,  August  12,  1854. 
to  Susan  E.  Williams,  who  was  born  Novem- 
ber 13,  1808,  a daughter  of  William  and  Abby 
(Pratt)  Williams.  She  died  November  15. 
1873.  To  them  were  born:  (1)  William 

Charles,  born  October  22,  1835,  was  educated 
' at  Hills  Academy,  Clinton  Academy  and  Suf- 
! field  Literary  Institute.  He  left  school  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  to  go  to  sea  as  ship  boy  under 
Capt.  Champion,  of  Lyme,  on  the  packet  “Vic- 
toria.’’ bound  for  London.  Upon  his  return 
lie  went  to  Pontiac,  Mich.,  where  he  clerked  in 
a store  until  1858,  when  lie  went  South  and 
was  employed  by  the  New  Orleans  & Mobile 
Transportation  Co.,  at  Mobile,  until  1861.  Sec- 
tional feeling  was  running  high,  and  lie  re- 
turned to  Essex,  where  with  Jared  E.  Red- 
field  and  Thomas  N.  Dickinson,  he  embarked 
in  cotton  manufacturing  business  at  Rockville, 
Conn.,  continuing  until  i860.  when  he  sold  out 
and  came  to  Essex,  carrying  on  the  cotton  bus- 
iness here  with  Mr.  Redfield.  In  1805  Mr. 


654 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


« 

Hough  became  superintendent  of  mining  oper- 
ations in  North  Carolina.  In  1869  he  married 
Marietta  Smith,  daughter  of  B.  F.  and  Mary 
(Fleming)  Smith,  of  Haddam,  the  former  a 
son  of  Elijah.  They  have  one  daughter,  Irene 
Fleming,  horn  January  12,  1883.  In  politics 
Mr.  Hough  is  a Republican,  and  served  as  rep- 
resentative in  1867-8,  Senator  in  1874,  town 
selectman,  member  State  central  committee 
and  was  a delegate  to  Chicago  in  1880.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  belonging 
to  Burning  Bush  Chapter,  and  religiously,  with 
his  wife  and  daughter  belongs  to  the  Baptist 
church.  (2)  Abby  Pratt,  born  December  17, 
1837,  married  Rev.  Joseph  Colver  Wightman, 
paster  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Middletown 
and  New  London,  who  served  as  Chaplain  of 
the  Twenty-fourth  Connecticut  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. lie  died  at  Taunton,  Mass.,  August 
8,  1882.  Their  children  were  Walter  V.,  Er- 
nest G.,  Eugene  T.,  Merle  J.,  Hubert  J.,  Alan- 
's on  H.,  and  Susan  W.  (3)  Mary  Adele,  Mrs. 
Redfield,  born  December  15,  1839.  (4)  Alan- 

son  Benezette,  born  May  20,  1842,  graduated 
from  Brown  University  and  Albany  Law 
School,  and  practiced  his  profession  in  Dan- 
bury. During  the  Civil  war  he  served  nine 
months  as  sergeant  of  Company  B,  Twenty- 
fourth  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry.  Lie 
married  Maria  Starr,  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  and 
has  three  children,  Mariette  S.,  Susan  W.,  and 
Julia  S.  (5)  Niles  Pratt,  born  August  30, 
1844,  was  teller  for  the  Phoenix  National  Bank 
of  Hartford,  and  is  now  agent  for  Malcolm  & 
Combs,  brokers  of  New  York.  He  married 
Leila  C.  Griswold,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and 
has  two  daughters,  Helen  G.  and  Adele  R.  (6) 
Grace  Susan,  bora  March  15,  1847,  is  unmar- 
ried and  lives  in  Essex.  (7)  Charles  Starkey, 
born  August  19,  1850,  was  teller  of  Saybrook 
Bank,  of  Essex,  from  1867  to  1873,  when  he 
was  made  cashier,  holding  that  position  until 

1885,  when  he  removed  to  Carthage,  S.  Dak. 
He  died  suddenly  in  Denver,  Colo.,  June  26, 

1886.  On  May  26,  1881,  he  married  Isabelle 
Smith,  daughter  of  Bezaleel  F.  and  Mary 
(Fleming)  Smith. 

J \red  Edgar  Redfield,  of  Essex,  was  a 
descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  from  Will- 
iam Redfield,  or  Redfen,  or  Redfyne,  as  it  is 
variously  rendered  in  the  uncertain  orthog- 
raphy of  early  records,  who  was  probably  one 
of  the  early  emigrants  from  England  to  the 
Colony  of  Massachusetts.  As  early  as  1639  he 


was  living  on  the  south  side  of  the  Charles 
river,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  on  that  side, 
and  he  was  a resident  of  Pecpaot,  now  New 
London,  in  1653.  Mr.  Redfin  died  in  1662,  and 
the  name  seems  to  have  gradually  been  changed 
to  Redfield. 

A direct  descendant,  Roswell  Redfield,  a 
son  of' Roswell,  was  born  in  1762,  and  became 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject.  During  a part 
of  his  life  he  followed  the  sea,  but  later  en- 
gaged in  the  jewelry  business  in  Clinton.  In 
1787  he  married  Juliana  Stevens,  of  Killing- 
worth.  who  was  born  in  1763,  and  they  made 
their  home  in  Clinton.  He  died  in  1838. 

Jared  Crane  Redfield,  son  of  Roswell,  was 
born  February  .17,  1803.  In  1819  he  removed 
to  Essex,  where  he  engaged  in  the  boot,  shoe 
and  leather  finding  trade,  and  he  died  July  10, 
1869.  On  August  2,  1830,  he  married  Hen- 
rietta Rossiter,  who  was  born  May  11,  1803, 
and  who  died  August  23,  1882,  a daughter  of 
John  Rossiter,  of  Clinton,  Connecticut. 

Jared  Edgar  Redfield  was  bora  in  Essex, 
Conn.,  November  28,  1833.  Me  died  October 
20,  1889.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  Hills  Acad- 
emy, the  latter  at  the  time  being  most  effici- 
ently presided  over  by  Dr.  Emory  Lyon,  who 
afterward  for  many  years  was  connected  with 
the  University  Grammar  School,  Providence, 
R.  I.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  Mr.  Redfield  be- 
came cashier  of  the  Saybrook  Bank  of  Essex, - 
which  position  he  held  for  twenty-two  years, 
when  he  was  elected  president  of  the  bank,  re- 
taining this  office  until  1884,  when  he  became 
largely  interested  in  railroad  operations  in  the 
West  and  South.  He  was  president  for  some 
years  of  the  Little  Rock,  Mississippi  and  Texas 
Railroad,  which  was  bought  by  Jay  Gould  in 

1887.  He  was  also  president  of  the  Columbus 
and  Eastern  Railroad.  Lie  had  large  interests 
in  other  enterprises  in  the  South  and  in  Michi- 
gan, and  he  also  aided  and  was  deeply  inter- 
ested in  building  up  the  business  interests  of 
Essex  and  vicinity,  identifying  himself  with 
every  enterprise  which  tended  to  the  progress 
of  the  town.  In  politics  he  w^as  a stanch  Re- 
publican. although  no  temptation  could  induce 
him  to  accept  office.  He  wras  connected  with 
Burning  Bush  Chapter  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity. Fidelity  to  principle,  thorough  integrity 
and  indomitable  perseverance  marked  his  busi- 
ness career,  and  unostentatious  liberality  his 
every  relation  as  citizen  and  friend.  Young 
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men  came  to  him  for  counsel,  and  many  of 
them  he  helped  to  positions  of  trust.  From 
early  manhood  until  his  death  he  remained  a 
valued  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  His 
early  death  was  mourned  by  the  whole  com- 
munity. 

On  November  7,  i860,  Mr.  Redfield  was 
married  to  Mary  Adele  Hough,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Alanson  and  Susan  (Williams)  Hough, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  two  sons  : William 
H.,  born  November  2,  1862,  married  Esther 
Post,  of  Essex,  and  is  teller  of  Pahquioque 
Bank  of  Danbury  ; and  Jared  Edgar,  born  Sep- 
tember 20,  1867,  was  clerk  for  Pratt,  Reed  & 
Co.,  of  Deep  River,  Conn.,  later  connected  with 
the  Wood  & Brooks  Co.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  manu- 
facturers of  piano  ivory  and  keyboards. 

The  Redfield  and  Hough  families  are  re- 
garded highly  throughout  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, having  produced  some  of  her  most 
distinguished  citizens.  They  have  intermar- 
ried with  other  prominent  families,  and  have 
preserved  the  traits  which  in  the  past  have  been 
noted  in  their  ancestry. 

EDWIN  PRATT  is  a member  of  the  well 
known  Pratt  family  which  has  been  identified 
with  Middlesex  county  and  the  town  of  Es- 
sex for  many  generations,  and  some  representa- 
tives of  the  family  have  carried  on  the  trade 
of  blacksmith  in  the  same  place  for  more  years 
than  the  oldest  resident  can  remember.  “The 
shop  on  the  hill’’  has  become  a historic  spot. 

Lieut.  William  Pratt  is  supposed  to  have 
come  with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  in  1633,  to 
what  is  now  Cambridge,  Mass.,  thence  to 
Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1636.  He  married  Eliz- 
abeth, daughter  of  John  Clark,  first  of  Say- 
brook.  Lieut.  Pratt  attended  the  General 
Court  for  the  twenty-third  and  last  time,  at 
Hartford,  May  9,  1678. 

Ensign  John  Pratt  was  born  in  1644,  and 
in  1668  married  Sarah  Jones,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Jones,  of  Guilford.  He  moved  to  Es- 
sex Point  in  1678,  in  which  vear,  bv  a division 
of  property,  he  received  as  his  share  certain 
lands  in  Pettipaug,  and  there  built  his  smithy, 
which  is  now  conducted  bv  one  of  his  descend- 
ants in  the  eighth  generation,  a son  of  Edwin 
Pratt  being  engaged  there  daily.  The  original 
forge  s'oorl  perhaps  a rod  or  two  farther  west 
than  the  present  shop,  but  it  is  practically  true 
that  the  Pratt  blacksmith  shop  has  been  located 
on  the  same  site  for  224  years,  no  one  know- 


ing just  how  many  buildings  have  been  in  use. 
The  present  one  was  erected  by  Elias  Pratt,  the 
father  of  Edwin,  and  is  yet  a first-class  struc- 
ture, bidding  fair  to  stand  for  several  genera- 
tions. Ensign  John  Pratt  served  a number  of 
times  in  the  General  Assembly.  He  is  supposed 
to  have  died  in  1726. 

John  Pratt  (2),  son  of  Ensign  John,  was 
born  in  1671,  married  Hannah  Williams  in 
1697,  and  resided  in  that  part  of  the  town 
called  Petapaug.  He  is  supposed  to  have  died 
in  1744. 

Lieut.  John  Pratt  (3),  son  of  John  (2), 
was  born  in  1703,  and  married  Mary  Webb  in 
W32. 

Asa  Pratt,  son  of  John  (3),  was  born  in 
1734,  married  Abigail  Dennison  in  1759,  and 
died  in  1811. 

John  Pratt  (4),  son  of  Asa,  was  born  in 
1763,  married  Hester  Kirkland  in  1788,  and  re- 
sided in  Essex,  where  he  died  in  1827. 

Elias  Pratt,  son  of  John  (4) , was  born  Feb- 
ruary 1.  t8oi,  in  Essex,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood.  On  October  11,  1825,  he  married 
Abigail  Pratt,  daughter  of  Asel  and  Elizabeth 
(Buell)  Pratt.  Flis  father  had  taught  him 
the  trade  of  smith,  and  he  was  engaged  at 
same  all  his  life,  although  in  his  later  years 
much  of  the  hard  work  was  done  by  his  sons, 
Edwin  and  Edward.  He  was  reared  a Whig 
and  embraced  Republican  principles  when  that 
party  came  into  being.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  prominent  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Essex,  Mr.  Pratt  being  active  in 
same  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years;  his  wife  survived  him  ten  years. 
To  them  came  children  as  follows:  Susan  E., 
born  June  29,  1826,  married  Deacon  Samuel 
Griswold,  of  Ivoryton;  Edward  W.,  born  July 
31,  1828,  married  Cornelia  M.  Donne;  Edwin 
was  born  August  22,  1830;  Julia  L..  born  Jan- 
uary 30,  1833,  died  October  11.  18^4;  .Augus- 
tus K.,  born  June  29,  1835,  married  Rebecca 
'Filey  and  resides  in  Fssex  ; Julia,  born  Septem- 
ber 12,  1837,  dictl  November  1,  1837;  Janies 
Elias,  born  September  14,  1841,  died  Septem- 
ber 12,  1842;  Eveline  II..  born  June  20,  1844, 
married  Harry  Morgan,  of  Essex. 

Edwin  Pratt,  the  subject  of  this  review,  was 
born  in  Essex,  on  West  street,  a few  rods  west 
of  the  blacksmith  shop,  and  received  his  rail v 
education  in  the  common  scliools.  suppler  'Sit- 
ing same  by  a season's  stu  V at  1 1 ills  Ao 
an  institution  of  which  Connecticut  \va< 
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proud.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered  the 
ivory  factory,  where  he  remained  three  years, 
and  then  went  into  his  father’s  shop,  in  con- 
nection with  his  brother  Edward  W.  carrying 
on  the  blacksmith's  trade.  Since  the  death  of 
this  brother,  he  has  associated  his  son  James 
with  him,  and  together  they  keep  up  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  old  smithy  and  do  a large  and  satis- 
factory business. 

In  1856  Mr.  Pratt  was  married  to  Cornelia 
Lord,  who  was  born  in  1836,  daughter  of 
James  and  Cornelia  (Hayden)  Lord,  and  died 
in  1892.  To  this  union  were  born:  Leon,  born 
in  1857,  married  Estella  Bedette,  and  has  chil- 
dren, Edith,  Hattie,-  Addie,  Leon  Hayden, 
Marion  and  Burdette;  he  is  interested  in  straw 
goods  in  New  York  City,  and  resides  in  Hack- 
ensack, N.  J.  Elias,  born  in  1859,  married 
Maria  Blake,  and  has  one  son,  Edwin;  he  is 
a practicing  physician  in  Torrington.  James 
M.,  born  in  1861,  married  Jennie  Lyne;  he  is 
engaged  with  his  father  in  business,  and  is  also 
deputy  sheriff  of  his  district.  Addie,  born  in 
1863,  died  at  the  age  of  eleven. 

In  his  life  work  Mr.  Pratt  has  made  a suc- 
cess, and  although  he  has  not  made  a large 
fortune,  he  has  accumulated  a sufficiency  to* 
provide  well  for  his  family,  and,  better  than 
this,  has  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
acquaintances  by  a life  of  uprightness.  The 
community  will  mourn  when  the  day  comes 
that  his  cheery  presence  is  gone  from  the  forge. 
Politically  he  is  a stanch  and  true  Republican, 
and  has  been  prominently  identified  with  pub- 
lic affairs,  having  for  twenty  years  been  an  effi- 
cient member  of  the  board  of  relief.  He  has 
recently  been  honored  with  election  to  the 
State  Legislature,  representing  his  town  in 
1901  and  1902.  For  the  past  fifteen  years  he 
has  been  a deacon  in  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a member  since 
youth,  and  he  was  trustee  for  many  years. 

ROBERT  S.  CONE,  one  of  the  extensive 
farmers  and  dairymen  of  the  town  of  East 
Haddam,  Middlesex  county,  comes  of  a fam- 
ily  old  in  the  annals  of  New  England  life.  He 
was  born  in  East  Haddam  September  16, 
1820,  a son  of  Sylvester  and  Susannah  S. 
(Wright)  Cone. 

One  of  his  early  ancestors,  Daniel  Cone, 
was  born  in  1626,  and  came  from  Edinburgh, 
Scotland.  In  1670  he  settled  in  Haddam  with 
five  sons,  Nathaniel,  Daniel,  Jared,  Stephen 


and  Caleb,  his  other  son  staying  in  Scotland. 
The  family  removed  to  East  Haddam  a few 
years  afterward  and  built  a log  cabin  a,  little 
south  of  the  settlement  called  Johnsouville, 
which  property  until  quite  recently  remained 
in  the  Cone  family:.  The  country  was  then 
extremely  wild.  The  settlers  used  to:  assemble 
at  times  and  surround  the  wolves  that  infested 
the  neighborhood.  Starting  as  far  ais  Middle 
Haddam,  they  would  drive  them  down  on  the 
Neck,  where  they  became  good  targets  for  the 
hunters.  These  brave  men  did  much  to  bring 
the  land  into  a state  of  cultivation.  Daniel 
Clone  died  October  24,  1706,  and  was  buried 
in  Haddam. 

Jared  Cone,  son  of  Daniel,  was  long  a resi- 
dent of  the  town.  Amiong  his  children  were: 
Nehemiah,  who  died  in  1819',  leaving  the  fol- 
lowing children — Mary,  Newel,  Sfatira,  Sarah, 
Jared,  Lucy  and  Betsy;  Jared,  Jr.,  who  moved 
to  Millington,  and  married  Ruth  Smith,  daugh- 
ter of  Matthew  Smith  (the  old  chimney  stack 
of  his  house  still  stands)  ; and  George. 

George  Cone,  son  of  Jared,  married  a Miss 
Emmons,  and  of  their  children,  Zachariah  was 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject;  Helon  R.  left 
Millington  in  1838*,  and  for  ulany  years  en- 
gaged in  the  wholesale  fruit  business,  near  Ful- 
ton Ferry,  N.  Y. ; and  George,  Jr.,  died  in 
Georgia.  1 

Zachariah  Cone  lived  on  the  farm  with  his 
father,  and  died  when  quite  young.  He  mar- 
ried Jemimah  Hall,  and  their  children  were 
Horatio*;  Sylvester;  Pheleg,  who*  died  young; 
and  Clarissa,,  who  married  Dr.  Asa,  Emmons, 
of  East  Haddam. 

Sylvester  Cone  was  born  in  the  town  of 
East  Haddam  April  12,  1780,  becamie  an  ex- 
tensive farmer  and  stockman,  and  was  killed 
by  a mad  bull.  Politically  he  was  a Whig, 
and  he  served  as  a selectman  of  the  town  for 
many  years.  He  was  a regular  attendant  ait 
church,  and  ai  man  whose  virtues:  and  ability 
commanded  the  highest  respect  throughout 
the  community.  He  married  Susannah  S. 
Wright,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Tryphena 
( Tracey)  W right,  the  former  of  whom  was 
an  ensign  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  serving 
seven  years ; Mr:  Wright  was  a native  of  East 
Haddam,  but  died  in  Litchfield,  Conn.  To 
Sylvester  Cone  and  his  wife  were  born : Eliza, 
who  was  drowned  at  Vineyard  Haven,  at  the 
age  of  twenty;  Jedidah,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen;  Susan,  who*  married  David  B.  Pike; 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


657 


Sylvester,  who.  died  at  the  age  of  three  years; 
Tlryphena  Tracey,  who  died  in  New  Berlin, 
N.  Y.,  the  wife  of  John  B.  Harvey;  Mary 
Ann  C.,  who  married  N.  C.  Richmond ; George 
M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-three;  Robert 
Si. ; James  G.,  who.  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
months;  and  Eliza  who  died  in  infancy. 

Robert  S.  Cone  was  but  three  years  odd 
when  the  family  removed  to<  the  farm  which  he 
now  owns  and  occupies.  During  his  boyhood 
he  attended  the  Red  Lane  school,  just  across 
th  street  from  his  home,  and  also,  the  select 
school  taught  by  Rev.  Robert  D.  Gardner,  a 
Yale  graduate.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  Mr. 
Cone  began  business  for  himself,  and  drove 
cattle  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  his  father  being 
an  extensive  cattle  dealer.  So.  successful  was 
he  that  lie  has  continued  farming  and  cattle 
raising  ever  since,  at  times  also'  preparing  lum- 
ber for  the  market.  About  1870  Mr.  Cone 
inaugurated  tobacco-  raising  in  East  Haddam, 
sometimes  having  six  acres  under  cultivation. 
His  crop  of  tobaccoi  is  always  of  such  excel- 
lent quality  that  he  never  has  the  slightest 
difficulty  in  marketing  it.  Within  recent  years 
Mr.  Cone  has  devoted  considerable  attention 
to  his  dairy,  which  is  fully  equipped  with  all 
modern  appliances,  and  his  strain  of  cows  is 
one  best  calculated  for  this  purpose;  Mr.  Cone 
is  also  interested  in  the  co-operative  creamery. 
1 1 is  farm,  consists  of  some  three  hundred  acres. 

On  November  4,  1849,  Mr.  Cone  was  mar- 
ried in  East  Haddam  to  Elizabeth  Chapman, 
daughter  of  Robert  Wolcott  and  Elizabeth  D. 
(Lay)  Chapman.  Tlo  this  union  were  Ixirn 
tw'o  children,  as  follows:  Wolcott,  1x>rn  in 

1850,  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  thirty-two. 
Almira,  born  in  1854,  married  Dr.  A.  N. 
Sweet,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  died  when 
thirty-two,  leaving  three  daughters — Elizabeth 
Norton  (born  February  16,  1884),  Almira 
Cone  (born  March  31,  1885),  and  Julia  Ful- 
ler (lx>rn  October  14,  1886).  of  whom  Eliza- 
beth and1  Julia  have  been  reared  by  our  subject. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Chapman)  Cone  died  Octolxjr 
29,  1901.  Politically  Mr.  Cone  is  a Republi- 
can, although  prior  to-  the  war  lie  was  a Demo- 
crat. lie  w’as  a member  of  tine  local  military 
company  which  was  called  out  on  the  first 
Monday  in  May  and  once  in  the  fall,  and  as 
lie  was  not  apt  in  learning  the  tactics  was  twice 
fined  for  forgetting  the  movements.  Mr.  ( one 
has  served  most  ably  on  the  Ixxird  of  select 
men,  and  was  road  agent  for  nine  years,  the 
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excellent  roads  throughout  the  country  being 
largely  due  to  his  efforts.  Mr.  Cone  is  an  ac- 
tive member  and  supporter  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  as  was  also  his  wife  and  he  is 
as  popular  in  that  body  as  he  is  highly  esteemed 
in  Moodus  and  the  surrounding  country. 

DANIEL  T.  HAINES.  The  orthogra- 
phy of  the  family  name  of  this  well  known 
banker  and  citizen  of  Middletown,  was  at  one 
time  more  or  less  a matter  of  uncertainty.  He 
himself  spells  it  as  printed  above,  while  his 
father  uses  the  spelling  Haynes.  The  investi- 
gations of  genealogists,  however,  show  that 
of  Haines  to  be  historically  correct. 

The  Haines  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
New  England,  the  first  American  progenitor 
of  the  branch  to  which  Daniel  T.  Haines  be- 
longs, and  whose  Christian  name  was  James, 
having  emigrated  from  England  in  1637,  and 
settled  at  Salem,  Mass.  The  following  year 
he  married  and  removed  to  Southold,  L.  I.,  on 
the  southern  coast  of  Long  Island  Sound.  He 
became  the  father  of  eight  children.  His  third 
son,  Benjamin,  who  is  next  in  the  line  of  de- 
scent to  Daniel  T.,  was  baptized  at  Salem, 
Mass.,  in  1643,  and  died  Southampton,  L. 
I.,  in  1687.  James  Haines,  the  third  son  of 
Benjamin,  was  the  great-great-grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  the  present  biographical  sketch. 
His  home  was  at  Bridgehampton,  L.  I.,  where 
he  was  a deacon  in  the  church.  He  lived  to 
be  more  than  one  hundred  years  old,  and  was 
greatly  esteemed.  Daniel  Haines,  his  youngest 
son,  was  born  on  the  paternal  farm  on  Long 
Island,  October  22,  1740.  He,  too,  was  a 
farmer,  owning  and  cultivating  land  near  East 
Hampton,  which  he  sold  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  for  88.000,  receiving  one-half  in 
gold  and  the  remainder  in  Continental  currency. 
The  greater  portion  of  the  coin  lie  exchanged 
for  currency  which  afterward  proved  to  be  of 
no  value.  A few  of  the  original  purchase  notes 
given  in  payment  of  the  purchase  price  are  yet 
retained  as  heirlooms  by  David  Haynes,  the 
father  of  Daniel  T.  While  the  war  for  inde- 
pendence was  in  progress  Daniel  removed  with 
] 1 is  familv  from  Long  Island  to  Connecticut, 
settling  first  at  East  Haddam,  and  later,  ab*ut 
1*786,  at  Lebanon.  The  depreciation  of  the 
Continental  notes  having  reduced  him  from 
affluence  to  poverty,  lie  was  obliged  to  purchase 
sterile  land,  on  which  stood  an  old  house,  of 
but  little  value,  until  he  and  his  sons  built  a 
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new  one,  in  which  his  grandchildren  were  born. 
He  left  his  $8,000  of  Continental  money,  and 
some  of  it  is  in  the  same  old  desk,  now  in  the 
possession  of  his  grandson,  David.  He  died 
November  16,  1826,  in  the  new  house  he  and 
his  sons  had  built,  aged  eighty-six  years.  His 
grave  is  in  the  old  part  of  Exeter  cemetery,  in 
the  town  of  Lebanon.  Mr.  Haines  was  a man 
of  sterling  character,  and  was  held  in  genuine 
respect.  He  was  thrice  married,  first,  on  No- 
vember 16,  1762,  to  Eunice  Howell,  who-  was 
born  on  Cong  Island  September  2,  1742,  and 
died  there  January  7,  1774.  To  this  union 
were  born  three  sons  and  two  daughters : Syl- 
vanus,  Asa,  Lemuel,  Jane  and  Hannah.  (1) 
Sylvanus,  born  August  22,  1763,  was  a farm- 
er, and  died  at  Lebanon,  Conn,  August 
13,  1846,  aged  eighty-three  years.  He 

was  twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife 
had  a son,  Sylvanus,  Jr.,  whose  son  Joseph 
taught  a school  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  for  fourteen 
years ; he  was  then  elected  mayor  of  the  city 
for  several  years,  being  the  choice  of  both  par- 
ties, and  was  serving  as  postmaster  at  Newark 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1890  or  1891.  The 
second  wife  of  Sylvanus  Haines,  Sr.,  was  born 
in  1769,  and  died  January  1,  1855,  aged  eighty- 
six  years.  By  this  union  there  were  two-  sons, 
Samuel  and  Ezekiel.  The  latter,  born  January 
9,  1 8 1 1 , was  married  September  29,  1839, 
and  died  May  7,  1859.  Samuel,  who  was 
born  July  25,  1808,  is  yet  living  (1902) 

at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four,  and  re- 
sides in  East  Norwalk,  Conn.  (2)  Asa, 
born  April  10,  1765,  removed  to  Ohio  in  its 
frontier  days,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Ver- 
non, Trumbull  county,  where  he  reared  a fam- 
ily of  ten  children.  He  died  September  1, 
1849,  aged  eighty- four.  (3)  Lemuel  came  into- 
the  world  June  30,  1767.  He  did  not  accom- 
pany the  other  members  of  the  family  from 
Long  Island  to  Connecticut,  but  died  there 
April  15,  1856,  aged  nearly  eighty-nine.  He 
had  seven  children,  three  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. (4)  Jane  was  born  January  4,  1770, 
and  died  eight  days  after  passing  her  fourth 
year.  (5)  Hannah,  born  April  21,  1772,  mar- 
ried Ezekiel  Abel,  of  Exeter  parish,  in  the  town 
of  Lebanon,  and  was  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren, Howell  and  Lucy.  Mr.  Abel  died  Octo- 
ber 6,  1854,  aged  eighty-two. 

Some  sixteen  months  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  on  May  10,  1775,  Daniel  Haines 
married  her  younger  sister,  Elizabeth  Howell, 


who  was  born  March  8,  1745,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1796,  aged  nearly  fifty-one.  She 
bore  her  husband  three  daughters  and  one  son:  ' 

( 1 ) Elizabeth,  the  eldest,  was  born  June  8, 
1777,  and  married  Jacob  McCall,  of  Lebanon, 
dying  without  issue,  October  31,  1851,  aged  | 

seventy-four  years.  (2)  Eunice,  the  second  | 

child,  was  born  January  1,  1779,  and  became 
the  wife  of  Hezekiah  Loomis.  She  and  her  1 
husband  resided  at  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.,  where  |[ 
she  died  January  15,  1844,  aged  sixty-five  f 
years,  fifteen  days.  (3)  Daniel,  Jr.,  grandfa- 
ther of  Daniel  T.,  was  born  April  6,  1780.  He 
is  mentioned  in  the  folio-wing  paragraph.  (4) 
Mary,  born  December  4,  1781,  was  married 
March  31,  1811,  to  Ezra  James,  Sr.,  who-  was 
born  December  18,  1781,  and  some  years  after-  , 
ward  they  moved  from  Waterford,  Conn.,  to 
Leroy,  N.  Y.  She  died  March  27,  1864,.  and 
he  died  March  7,  1869.  Their  first  child,  Is-  f 
rael  D.,  born  March  18,  1812,  in  Lebanon,  ( 
Conn.,  married  Eliza  Hinsdale  October  2,  1838,  \ 

and  died  in  McLean  county,  111.,  June  5,  1896. 
Elizabeth  IT.,  born  December  24,  1814,  was  » 
married  to  L.  C.  Bishop  June  7,  1843,  and  died  j 
June  18,  1844,  leaving  a daughter,  born  May 

27,  1844,  who-  died  December  18th,  following.  ■ 
Rvland  E.,  born  August  t6,  1816,  in  Water-  1 
ford,  Conn.,  married  Selina  Loomis  Septem- 
ber 2 T , 1852,  and  died  in  Leroy,  N.  Y.,  June  ] 

28,  1896,  leaving  no  children.  Mary  H.,  born  [ 
June  14,  1821,  in  Waterford,  Conn.,  died  June 
24,  1831.  Ezra  S.,  born  October  15,  1825,  at 
Waterford  Conn.,  moved  to-  Leroy  with  his 
parents,  and  is  the  last  of  his  parents’  family 
now  living.  He  is  deacon  o-f  a church  at  Le-  j 
roy.  On  March  22,  1866,  he  married  Margaret 
Kinner,  and  they  have  two  children,  Mary  E.  - 
and  Herbert  S.,  and  two  grandchildren — a , 
grandson  and  a granddaughter. 

The  third  wife  of  Daniel  Haines,  Sr.,  was 
Anna  Church,  who  died  in  1833,  aged  eighty- 
three  years.  To  this  marriage  no  children  were  j 
born. 

Daniel  Haines  (2),  the  grandfather  of  the 
gentleman  whose  life  story  is  here  told,  was 
but  an  infant  when  his  parents  removed  to 
East  Haddam,  Conn.,  and  was  only  six  years 
old  when  they  took  up  their  residence  in  Leb- 
anon. He  was  a faithful  son,  remaining  with  . 
his  father  as  a helper  and  support  until  he  was 
thirty  years  o-f  age.  He  himself  was  thorough-  - 
ly  self-made,  and  in  his  anxiety  to  provide  for  j 
those  who  were  near  to  him  and  dependent 
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upon  him  he  literally  wore  out  his  magnificent 
physical  strength,  through  unflagging,  tire- 
less industry.  He  died  of  typhoid  fever,  after 
an  illness  lasting  seven  weeks,  on  October  16, 
1843,  leaving  an  unsullied  name.  He  owned 
a well  improved  farm  of  175  acres  secured 
through  his  own  toil  and  thrift.  His  stone 
walls  were  the  admiration  of  all  the  country 
around,  and  it  was  in  the  construction  of  one 
of  these  that  he  is  believed  to  have  planted  the 
seeds  of  his  fatal  illness.  He  was  a magnifi- 
cent specimen  of  physical  manhood,  his  stat- 
ure being  six  feet  and  his  frame  well  propor- 
tioned. He  was  a stanch  Whig,  and  a devout 
and  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

Daniel  Haines’  first  wife  was  Amelia, 
daughter  of  Increase  Porter,  of  Hebron,  Conn., 
born  December  29,  1788.  She  died  June  6, 
1828,  and  rests  in  Exeter  cemetery,  Lebanon. 
She  was  the  mother  of  five  children : Philo, 

Newton,  Jane,  David  and  James  W.  (1) 
Philo,  born  August  5,  1813,  went  West,  and 
was  a farmer.  He  was  three  times  married, 
wedding  his  first  wife,  Electa  Chapman,  in 
Ohio.  His  second  was  a Miss  Kettlwell.  He 
died  at  Iowa  C Sty.  (2)  Newton,  the  second 
son,  was  born  December  29,  1820.  He  was 
in  the  prime  of  early  manhood  at  the  time  of 
the  discovery  of  gold  in  California,  and  became 
one  of  the  “Argonauts”  of  1849,  essaying  to 
make  the  journey  to  the  Pacific  coast  overland. 
On  reaching  the  reservation  of  the  Creek  In- 
dians he  succumbed  to  typhoid  fever.  For  his 
party  to  await  his  recovery  was  impossible, 
and  lie  was  left  in  the  care  of  Chief  Anderson, 
whose  simple  remedies,  patient  care  and  rude, 
though  skillful  nursing,  saved  him  from  the 
grave.  The  care  of  the  chief,  however,  was 
supplemented  by  that  of  his  daughter,  Keziah, 
whose  dark,  lustrous  orbs  burned  into  the  pa- 
tient’s heart  as  surely — and  with  more  last- 
ing effect— -as  had  the  fever  into  his  frame. 
Shortly  after  his  recovery  he  married  her,  and 
for  twenty-seven  years  his  life  was  passed 
among  the  Creeks.  His  dark-skinned  wife 
bore  him  seven  children,  but  of  these  only  me, 
David  Willard,  reached  mature  age.  Newton 
Haines  died  at  Concharty,  a Creek  village,  in 
i8(>8.  Two  years  later  his  younger  brother, 
David  (the  father  of  Daniel),  went  to  the 
Creek  Nation  and  brought  back  the  little  Da- 
vid Willard,  then  a child  of  four  years,  whom 
he  adopted  and  reared  as  his  own  son.  ( 3 ) Jane, 


the  third  child  and  eldest  daughter  of  Daniel 
Haines  ( 2 ) , was  born  February  14,  1823,  and 
died  March  31,  1902,  aged  seventy-nine  years, 
unmarried.  She  served  as  a volunteer  nurse 
in  the  camps  and  hospitals  of  the  Union  army 
during  1863-64.  (4)  David,  the  father  of 

Daniel  T.,  was  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth. 
A somewhat  detailed  narrative  of  his  life  is 
given  in  a subsequent  paragraph.  (5)  James 
W.  uras  born  on  the  homestead  in  Lebanon 
January  11,  1828,  and  was  a gallant  soldier  in 
the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war.  He  vol- 
unteered in  response  to  the  first  call  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  for  troops,  but  sickness  prevented 
him  from  accompanying  the  first  troop  of  his 
regiment,  the  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artil- 
lery. He  served  with  bravery  and  distinction 
throughout  the  entire  struggle.  For  nine  years 
after  his  return  from  the  front  he  occupied  the 
responsible  position  of  janitor  of  the  Cheney 
block  at  Hartford.  He  died  unmarried  Jan- 
uary 20,  1894,  aged  sixty-six. 

The  second  wife  of  Daniel  Haines  (2), 
uras  Lucy  W.  Tarbox,  who  was  born  April  7, 
1810,  and  died  at  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  Septem- 
ber ti,  1888,  aged  seventy-eight  vears,  five 
months,  four  days.  To  this  marriage  came  one 
son  and  three  daughters:  Halsey,  Amelia  P.. 
Lydia  and  Elizabeth  H.  ( 1 ) Halsey  was  born 
May  13,  1830,  and  died  in  infancy  November 
7,  1831.  (2)  Amelia  P.,  born  March  22.  1833, 
is  nowr  (1902)  living  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  V., 
the  widow  of  George  W.  Cheney,  of  Manches- 
ter, Conn.  (3)  Lydia,  the  second  daughter, 
born  February  26,  1835,  died  April  15,  1835. 
(4)  Elizabeth  H.,  the  youngest  member  of  the 
family,  was  born  June  1 1,  1840.  She  attained 
distinction  as  a teacher,  and  was  the  founder  of 
the  successful  “Woodside  School,"  at  Hart- 
ford, but  a serious  accident  compelled  her  to 
abandon  her  profession,  and  she  is  at  present 
living  at  Brooklyn.  She  has  never  married. 

David  Haynes,  father  of  Daniel  T.  Haines, 
was  born  May  25.  1825,  in  Exeter  parish,  in 
Lebanon.  A farmer’s  son,  he  had  little  time 
for  either  recreation  or  attending  school.  He 
lost  his  father  w hen  he  was  but  eighteen  years 
old.  and  on  the  settlement  of  the  paternal  es- 
tate, several  vears  later,  lie  bought  the  interest 
of  his  co-heirs  in  the  homestead  farm,  which 
he  personally  managed  until  1858,  when  he 
disposed  <>f  it  hv  sale  and  removed  to  Colches- 
ter, Conn.  There  he  purchased  a tract  of  tim- 
ber land,  which  he  cleared.  In  1859  he  went 
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to  Hartford,  and  remained  three  years  engaged 
in  the  teaming-  and  trucking  business.  Re- 
turning to  Colchester  he  remained  there  until 
May,  1883,  in  which  year  he  removed  to  Mid- 
dletown, where  he  has  since  resided. 

Mr.  Haynes  was  married  at  Colchester,  on 
November  25,  1849,  to  Miss  Amanda  A.  Tay- 
lor, who  was  born  in  Colchester  October  12, 
1829,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Harriet  (Cham- 
berlain) Taylor.  Both  the  Chamberlain  and 
Taylor  families  are  among  the  oldest  and  most 
highly  respected  of  the  county.  To  this  mar- 
riage came  children,  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Daniel 

Taylor  is  mentioned  below.  (2)  Charles  W., 
born  March  9,  1854,  married  Mary  E.  Hunt- 
ington, of  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  has  two*  chil- 
dren, Faith  IT  and  Marion  H.  He  graduated 
from  Yale  College  in  1880,  studied  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  after  his  removal  to 
Colorado  Springs,  where  he  is  now  (1902) 
engaged  in  practice.  He  is  a successful  attor- 
ney, as  well  as  a prominent  and  influential  cit- 
izen— self-made  and  self-reliant,  industrious, 
brilliant  and  upright.  (3)  Hattie  A.,  the  only 
daughter,  came  into  the  world  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  Lebanon,  November  30,  1855,  and 
passed  out  of  it  in  Hartford,  on  March  4,  i860. 
(4)  Frank  IT,  the  fourth  and  youngest  of  the 
family,  a distinguished  member  of  the  Middle- 
sex County  Bar,  who  has  served  as  city  attor- 
ney and  corporation  counsel  of  Middletown,  is 
mentioned  below. 

David  Haynes  and  his  wife,  whose  mar- 
ried life  has  extended  over  a period  of  more 
than  half  a century,  are  yet  living  (September 
1,  1902),  well  preserved  and  active  in  both 
body  and  mind.  Hand  in  hand,  as  in  the  days 
of  their  youth,  they  are  descending  the  western 
slope  of  the  hill  of  life  and  as  the  golden  radi- 
ance of  the  setting  sun  falls  upon  their  silvered 
heads  they  peacefully  await  the  moment  when 
it  shall  sink  below  the  horizon,  serene  in  the 
recollection  of  lives  well  spent,  and  hopeful  of 
a glorious  immortality. 

Frank  D.  Haines,  who  has  had  an  ex- 
ceptionally brilliant  career,  is  closely  connected 
with  the  civic  life  and  public  interests  of  Mid- 
dletown. Born  at  Colchester,  Conn.,  January 
16,  1866.  he  is  yet  in  the  full  vigor  of  early 
manhood,  and  his  future  is  full  of  promise.  His 
boyhood  was  passed  on  his  father’s  farm,  much 
after  the  manner  incident  to  farmer’s  sons.  He 
attended  Bacon  Academy  in  his  native  town, 
taking  high  rank,  and  going  thence  to1  Middle- 


town  in  1883,  was  for  a time  employed  as 
bookkeeper  by  E.  M.  Taintor.  This  position 
he  abandoned  to  enter  the  bank  of  C.  E.  Jack-  ! 

son  & Co.,  of  the  same  city,  where  he  remained  {I 

seven  years.  He  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  M.  Eugene  Culver,  Escp,  and  later  en-  | 
tered  Yale  Law  School,  from  which  he 
received  the  degree  of  LL.B.  in  1893.  Not 
long  after  graduation  he  became  the  partner 
of  his  precqitor,  the  firm  being  Culver  & 
Haines.  During  the  administration  of  Gov. 
Coffin  he  filled  the  office  of  Executive  Secre- 
tary at  Hartford.  In  1896  Mr.  Haines  be-  : 
came  prosecuting  attorney  of  Middlesex  coun-  : 
ty,  and  was  again  chosen  to'  that  position  in  j i 
1897.  His  term  as  secretary  ended,  he  re-  j 
sumed  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in  j 
Middletown,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged,  j 
and  in  1808  he  was  chosen  City  Attorney  and  I 
Corporation  Counsel ; he  was  reappointed  in  | 
1900.  As  a citizen  he  is  broad-minded  and 
public  spirited,  his  brain  and  hand  being  ever  f 
at  the  command  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  Mr.  : 
Haines  was  secretary  of  the  joint  committee  1 
of  the  common  council  and  citizens,  charged  , 
with  the  improvement  of  Union  Park.  In  1895 
he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation for  the  city  of  Middletown.  He  is  de- 
servedly held  in  high  esteem,  alike  because  of  ; 
the  high  order  of  his  intelligence  and  his  un- 
wavering probity.  He  enjoys  the  patronage  j 
of  a large  clientage  in  Middlesex  county,  and 
his  enviable  standing  has  been  attained  solely  ! 
by  his  own  efforts.  Mr.  Haines  is  also'  active 
in  church  work,  being  treasurer  of  the  First  j 
Ecclesiastical  Society  and  vice-president  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  He  was  married  March  8,  1887,  I; 
to  Miss  Nellie  E.  Burke,  daughter  of  Robert  i 
W.  Burke,  of  Middletown,  and  to’  this  union 
have  come  two  sons — Elmer,  born  May  8,  > 
1893,  and  Warren,  born  June  15,  1896. 

Daniel  T.  Haines  was  born  May  4,  1851. 
Hard  work  upon  the  farm  alternated  with  at- 
tendance upon  the  district  schools  during  his 
boyhood,  but  the  latter  was  so  well  supplement- 
ed by  study  and  instruction  at  home  that  at 
eighteen  years  he  was  found,  after  due  examin- 
ation by  the  legally  constituted  authority,  com- 
petent to  teach.  He  left  home,  and  for  a term 
taught  the  “Brick”  school  at  Marlboro,  . 
Conn.  Among  his  pupils  was  George  | 
Jackson,  the  present  sheriff  of  New  London  1 
county.  From  Marlboro  he  went  to  Colches- 
ter, and  for  a short  time  acted  as  bookkeeper  j 
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for  C.  H.  Bailey.  Gifted  by  nature  with  me- 
chanical genius  of  a high  order,  he  conceived 
the  idea  of  exchanging  mercantile  for  manual 
pursuits,  and  made  application  to  a firm  in 
New  Haven  to  learn  the  trade  of  patternmaker. 
Arrangements  to  that  end  were  completed,  but 
on  reporting  for  duty  Mr.  Haines  found  that 
the  journeymen  in  the  shop  so-  strenuously 
objected  to  the  admission  of  an  apprentice 
that  his  prospective  employers  declined  to  re- 
ceive him.  Not  easily  discouraged,  he  turned 
his  energies  toward  the  carpenter’s  trade,  but 
before  his  apprenticeship  was  completed  sick- 
ness necessitated  his  return  home.  On  recov- 
ering his  health  he  decided  to  resume  a mer- 
cantile life,  and  began  anew  as  clerk  and  book- 
keeper in  a store  at  South  Manchester.  It  was 
not  long  before  a better  position  was  offered 
him  with  the  firm  of  S.  Gildersleeve  & Sons, 
merchants  and  shipbuilders  at  Gildersleeve, 
Conn.  He  left  this  to  go  to  Colchester,  enter- 
ing into  partnership  with  his  former  employer, 
C.  H.  Bailey,  the  style  of  the  firm  being  Bailey 
& Haines.  Mr.  Haines  withdrew  from  mem- 
bership after  a few  years,  to  become  book- 
keeper for  W.  H.  Goodspeed,  of  East  Had- 
dam,  Conn.,  who  at  that  time  was  vice-pres- 
ident of  the  Hartford  & New  York  Transpor- 
tation Company,  whose  boats  were  tied  up  for 
the  winter  months  at  East  Haddam,  this  policy 
on  the  company’s  part  rendering  the  town  the 
center  of  a large  business.  Mr.  Haines,  how- 
ever, did  not  find  his  duties  and  surroundings 
congenial,  and  resigning  his  position  he  re- 
moved to  Portland,  Conn.,  where,  until  1882, 
he  was  employed  by  the  Pickering  Governor 
Company.  In  the  year  named  he  came  to 
Middletown.  An  entire  stranger  in  the  city, 
he  was  ready  to  accept  any  honorable  employ- 
ment which  offered.  He  first  found  work  as 
a manual  laborer  with  E.  M.  Taintor.  His  ca- 
pability for  better  and  higher  work  was  soon 
discovered,  however,  and  he  was  offered 
a position  as  bookkeeper  (which  was  at  once 
more  congenial  and  more  lucrative)  by  the 
firm  of  Meech  & Stoddard.  Eater  he  became 
bookkeeper  for  A.  M.  Bidwell,  the  well  known 
grocer  at  the  corner  of  Center  and  Main  streets, 
remaining  with  him  until  1886.  In  that  year 
an  accident  to  H.  S.  Nichols,  secretary  of  the 
Middlesex  Banking  Company,  left  that  posi- 
tion vacant.  It  was  offered  to  Mr.  Haines, 
who  accepted  it.  At  first  his  official  duties  were 
not  so  exacting  as  to  prevent  his  undertaking 


other  work  in  his  individual  capacity,  and  for 
a time  he  kept  the  books  of  C.  E.  Jackson  & 
Co.,  brokers,  and  of  the  Berkeley  Divinity 
School.  But  the  business  of  the  banking  com- 
pany so  rapidly  increased  that  it  was  not  long 
before  Mr.  Haines  found  the  performance  of 
his  duties  a tax  upon  all  his  energies  and  time. 
He  still  fills  that  responsible  position,  meeting 
its  responsibilities  with  keen  intelligence,  ripe 
experience,  rare  tact  and  unswerving  fidelity. 
His  career  in  Middletown  has  been  one  of 
constant  success.  Coming  to  the  city  friend- 
less, and  without  other  resources  than  brains, 
energy  and  pluck,  he  has  hewn  out  for  himself 
a path  which  has  led  to  affluence  and  honor. 
His  rare  business  sense  and  judgment  were 
exemplified  in  his  purchase  of  the  old  chapter 
house  of  the  Psi  Hpsilon  fraternity,  on  Broad 
street.  Its  interior  arrangement  was  such  that 
few  purchasers  saw  any  plausible  method  for 
remodeling  it  in  such  a way  as  to  adapt  it  for 
any  use  other  than  that  for  which  it  had  been 
originally  planned.  Mr.  Haines,  however, 
quickly  perceived  his  opportunity  and  bought 
the  property,  converting  the  house  into  hand- 
some, well  arranged  tenements,  in  which  he 
I had  his  home,  moving  thither  from  his  former 
residence,  on  Washington  street.  He  has  since 
purchased  a handsome  residence,  just  out  of  the 
city,  where  he  resides. 

An  earnest  supporter  of  Republican  precept 
and  policy,  and  ever  ready  to  work  for  his 
party’s  success,  Mr.  Haines  has  never  sought 
office,  the  only  public  position  which  he  has 
ever  filled  having  been  a scat  in  the  city  council 
of  Middletown.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  Middle- 
town  branch  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  of  the 
Eirst  Church  Sunday-school. 

While  living  in  Portland,  on  February  17. 
1874,  Mr.  Haines  married  Miss  Olive  E.  Gates, 
of  Norwich,  Conn.,  who  was  born  in  that  city 
March  25,  1853,  daughter  of  John  C.  and 
Frances  A.  (Lumis)  Gates.  Their  marriage 
has  been  blessed  with  four  sons:  Ferdinand 

Charles  and  Willard  Lumis  both  died  in  child- 
hood. Frederick  Gates  graduated  from  the 
Middletown  high  school  in  1 81)7.  and  later  from 
the  business  college,  and  is  at  present  employed 
in  the  office  of  the  E.  I).  Brown  Silk  Company, 
j of  that  city.  He  married  June  27.  1901,  Miss 
C harlotte  F.  Fairchild,  of  Middletown.  Robert 
Ernest  the  youngest  son,  graduated  from  the 
Middletown  Business  College  in  June,  1901. 

I Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haines  and  their  sons  arc  mem- 
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bers  of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  and 
have  been  conspicuously  identified  with  its 
work,  he  being  the  church  clerk  and  also-  serv- 
ing for  twelve  years  as  assistant  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school. 

HUBBARD  SPENCER,  a well-known 
and  reliable  citizen  of  Higganum,  Middlesex 
county,  is  a grandson  of  Elizur  Spencer,  who 
married  Desire  Bailey,  in  Ponset,  Haddam 
town,  where  he  passed  his  life  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  They  reared  the  following  children  : 
David,  who  married  Prudence  Wilcox,  and  re- 
sided in  Ponset;  Alanson,  who  married  Ursula 
Hubbard,  and  after  her  death  married  Mary 
Spencer;  James,  who*  lived  at  Ponset;  Elizur 
the  father  of  Hubbard ; and  Desire,  who  mar- 
ried Felix  Spencer. 

Elizur  Spencer  (2)  died  at  the  early  age 
of  forty  years.  He  married  Filetta  Hubbard, 
a daughter  of  Abram  and  Asenath  (Wells! 
Hubbard,  of  the  Beaver  Meadow  District,  in 
Haddam  town.  Mir.  Spencer  lived  and  died 
in  the  Ponset  District,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming,  possessing  a fair  estate  for  that  time. 
He  was  a ship  carpenter  by  trade,  and  was 
highly  regarded  in  Childs  & Arnolds’  shipyard, 
where  he  was  employed  for  a long  time.  He 
and  his  wife  had  the  following  family : Ben- 

jamin ; Asenath,  now  the  widow  O'f  Theodore 
Hubbard,  of  Maromas,  Conn. ; Russell,  who 
died  in  tire  army  while  serving  in  the  Civil  war 
as  a member  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Connecticut 
Volunteer  Infantry;  Oliver,  who* married  Mary 
Alien,  and,  for  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Martha 
Dudley,  and  lives  in  Wallingford,  Conn. ; Hub- 
bard, our  subject;  Jane,  who  married  Aaron 
Burr,  and  died  in  September,  1875;  Marilla, 
who  died  August  25,  1833  ; and  Abiathar,  who 
married  Addie  Raymond,  of  East  Haddam. 

Hubbard  Spencer  was  born  in  the  Ponset 
District,  town  of  Haddam,  where  he  grew  up 
and  attended  the  common  schools,  leaving  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  to  gO'  to  Meriden,  where 
he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade.  For 
three  years  that  place  was  his  home,  and  then 
he  went  to  Wallingford,  where  better  chances 
in  his  line  of  work  were  offered,  remaining 
there  for  some  years. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Spencer  took  place  in 
Haddam,  to  Miss  Marilla  Walkley,  and  to  this 
union  came:  Edson  L.,  born  December  20, 

1855,  died  October  25,  1861  ; Abiathar,  born 
February  13,  1858,  married  Mary  Treadwell, 


is  a house  carpenter  by  trade,  and  resides  in 
Hartford. 

After  some  time  spent  in  Wallingford  Mr. 
Spencer  went  to  Middletown,  but  later  returned 
to  his  native  town  and  settled,  and  he  has  en- 
gaged in  farming  there  in  a small  way,  enjoy- 
ing the  change  of  work.  He  has  also  erected  a 
number  of  buildings.  His  pride  has  always 
been  to  give  honest  work  for  value  received, 
hence  he  has  always  possessed  the  confidence  of 
the  public.  Mr.  Spencer  has  almost  retired 
from  active  labor,  but  his  opinion  is  often  asked 
in  matters  pertaining  to  his  trade,  for  he  is 
known  to  thoroughly  understand  every  detail 
of  it.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Spencer  favors, 
the  Democratic  party,  but  he  lias  never  been 
prevailed  upon  to  accept  any  office.  He  has 
spent  a busy  life  as  free  from  care  as  any  mor- 
tal’s can  be,  where  troubles  are  so  plentiful, 
but  now  takes  his  ease,  in  his  old  home,  sur- 
rounded by  the  friends  of  his  youth. 

CHARLES  H.  STOCKING,  of  Rose  Hill, 
in  the  town  of  Portland,  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative farmers  of  his  community,  and  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  its  leading  citizens.  Thrifty 
and  energetic,  he  employs  modern  methods, 
and  stands  in  the  foremost  rank  of  the  tillers 
of  the  soil  in  Middlesex  county. 

The  Stocking  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
New  England,  and  Charles  H.  belongs  to  the 
eighth  generation  of  the  family  in  this  country, 
his  line  being  as  follows : George,  Deacon 

Samuel,  George,  Samuel,  Elijah,  Elijah  (2), 
George  and  Charles  H.  The  Stocking  family 
is  supposed  to  have  had  its  habitation  in  West 
England,  where  the  name  sometimes  appears 
in  the  old  records  as  Stocken  and  Stockin.  They 
were  among  the  very  early  settlers  of  Hartford 
and  Middletown,  and  ha,ve  furnished  many 
good  and  useful  citizens  to  the  community.  In- 
termarried with  the  leading  families  of  the 
county,  their  names  appear  frequently  in  the 
annals  of  every  neighborhood  in  this  part  of 
the  State. 

(I)  George  Stocking,  the  emigrant,  came 
to  America  in  1633,  and  died  at  a great  age 
May  25,  1683.  Fie  was  twice  married.  His 
first  wife,  Anna,  he  wedded  in  England,  and 
his  second,  Agnes,  was  of  Hartford,  Conn.  He 
settled  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  was 
admitted  a freeman  in  1635,  and  the  next 
year  removed  to  Hartford,  where  settlements, 
were  just  forming.  He  had  a lot  of  twenty 
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acres  of  land  in  the  first  distribution.  In  1647 
he  was  selectman;  in  1654,  and  again  in  1662, 
surveyor  of  highways;  and  in  1659,  chimney 
viewer.  He  was  excused  from  military  duty 
in  1660.  In  May,  1670,  with  his  wife,  Agnes, 
he  “separated”  to  the  Second  Church  in  Hart- 
ford. He  left  no  will,  and  his  property,  consist- 
ing of  over  £257,  was  divided  among  his  chil- 
dren : Deacon  Samuel ; Hannah,  wife  of  An- 
drew Benton,  o£  Hartford;  Sairah,  wife)  of 
Samuel  Olcott,  of  Hartford;  Lydia,  wife  of 
John  Richards,  of  Hartford;  and  his  grandson, 
John  Stocking. 

(II)  Deacon  Samuel  Stocking  was  born  in 

England,  came  with  his  father  to  Massachu- 
setts, and  removed  with  him  to  Hartford. 
There  he  was  married  May  27,  1652,  to  Miss 
Bethia  Hopkins,  a daughter  of  John  and  Jane 
Hopkins.  He  removed  with  the  first  settlers 
to  Middletown  about  1650,  and  was  one  of  the 
three  signers  of  the  Indian  deed  of  that  settle- 
ment. Elis  home  was  in  Upper  Middletown, 
which  is  now  called  Cromwell.  He  was  the 
first  deacon  of  the  Middletown  Church,  which 
was  organized  in  1668,  and  representative  in 
the  General  Assembly  from  that  town  in  1658, 
1659,  1665,  1669,  1674,  1677  and  1681.  He 
served  in  King  Philip’s  war,  probably  as  ser- 
geant. He  died  December  3,  1683.  In  his 
will  he  mentions  all  his  children  except  Han- 
nah, who  was  probably  dead.  He  leaves  his 
land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut  river 
to  his  sons  George  and  Ebenezer,  and  leaves  £3 
to  his  pastor,  Rev.  Nathaniel  Collins.  His  es- 
tate amounted  to  £650.  His  widow  later  mar- 
ried James  Steele.  The  children  of  Deacon 
Samuel  Stocking  were : Hannah,  born  Octo- 

ber 30,  1 654 , died  before  1683;  Samuel,  Octo- 
ber 9,  1656,  died  December  2,  1697;  Bethia, 
October  10,  1658,  married  Thomas  Stow,  of 
Middletown,  October  16,  1675;  John,  Septem- 
ber 24,  1660,  lived  for  some  years  with  his 
grandfather  in  Hartford,  and  was  later  in  Mid- 
dletown, where  in  1713  lie  was  recorded  as 
a “distracted  person”  ; Lydia,  January  20,  1663, 
married  Joseph  1 lovvell,  of  Southampton,  L. 
I.;  George,  February  20,  1665;  Ebenezer,  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1669.  died  before  1997;  Steven, 
March  23,  1673,  died  before  1697;  Daniel, 
April  14,  1677,  lived  in  Upper  Middletown, 
married  Jane  Mould,  of  New  iJondon,  became 
the  father  of  live  boys  and  two  girls,  and  died 

1733- 

(III)  George  Stocking  was  born  in  Upper 


Middletown,  now  Cromwell,  February  20, 
1665,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century  moved  to  East  Middletown,  which  is 
now  Portland.  He  had  a home  back  on  the 
hills  near  Somasick  mountain,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming.  In  1693  he  married  his 
wife  Elizabeth.  He  died  on  his  farm  February 
14,  1714,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  Portland 
cemetery.  His  name  appears  in  the  tax  list 
of  Southampton,  L.  L,  for  the  year  1694,  and 
he  is  supposed  to  have  lived  there  a short  time. 
His  estate  amounted  to  nearly  £350,  divided 
among  his  six  children,  all  of  whom  were  liv- 
ing at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  widow  mar- 
ried Deacon  Samuel  Hall,  of  East  Middletown, 
and  died  November  16,  1737.  The  children  of 
George  and  Elizabeth  Stocking  were  : ( 1 ) 

Steven,  born  August  20,  1694,  lived  in  Chat- 
ham, was  commissioned  ensign  of  the  mi- 
litia in  1732,  and  died  in  1789.  He  married 
(first)  July  5,  1722,  Elizabeth  Hall,  a daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Hinsdale) 
Hall,  who  was  born  in  1694,  and  died  August 
1,  1756-  The  second  wife  of  George  Stocking 
was  Widow  Sarah  Andrews,  who  died  July  29, 
1790.  Steven  Stocking  was  the  father  of  seven 
children,  Joseph,  Steven,  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Da- 
vid, Lois  and  Amos.  (2)  Elizabeth,  born 
March  6,  1697,  married  December  8,  1736, 
John  Payne,  of  East  Middletown.  (3)  Sam- 
uel, born  October  16,  1700.  is  further  men- 
tioned in  this  article.  (4)  Bethia,  born  April 
12,  1703,  married  June  8,  1727,  John  Churchill, 
of  East  Middletown.  (5)  Capt.  George,  born 
April  16.  1705,  married  March  1,  1727,  Mercy 
Savage,  and  removed  from  East  Middletown 
to  Middle  Haddam,  w here  he  had  a gristmill 
before  1740.  He  was  commissioned  captain  of 
the  militia  in  1752,  and  died  in  1790.  He  had 
ten  children,  George,  Capt.  Abner.  John,  Mary, 
Hezekiah,  Lucy,  Reuben,  Martha,  Mercy  and 
Mercy  (2). 

(IV)  Samuel  Stocking,  born  in  Upper 
Middletown  October  i(>,  1700.  was  married 
July  20,  1726,  to  Abiah  Board  man.  He  lived 
in  Chatham,  whither  his  father  had  removed 
from  Fast  Middletown  when  he  (Samuel)  was 
but  a child,  and  had  his  home  back  in  the  bills 
near  the  present  reservoir  of  the  Portland 
Water  Company.  1 tc  was  a fanner.  I le  died 
July  21,  1772.  His  wife  died  October  13.  1707. 
Their  family  were:  (1)  Samuel  was  born 

June  17.  1727.  (2)  Elijah  was  born  Decem- 
ber 30,  1728.  (3)  Marshall,  born  August  15, 
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1730,  married  (first)  Anne  (surname  not 
given),  and  (second)  September  3,  1767,  Es- 
ther Try  on,  who  died  in  1779.  Marshall  Stock- 
ing became  the  father  of  the  following  children, 
all  by  his  first  wife : Prudence,  who-  married 

Nathaniel  Goodrich;  Jemima;  Eunice,  who 
married  Ephraim  Bowers ; Marshall,  who  mar- 
ried Anna  Bartlett;  Anne;  Asaph;  Samuel; 
Esther ; and  Ruth. 

(V)  Elijah  Stocking  was  born  in  Portland 
December  30,  1728,  and  died  July  18,  1807. 
He  was  a farmer  and  a well-known  citizen.  His 
wife,  Hannah,  was  born  in  1733,  and  died 
December  1,  1817.  Their  children  were:  Han- 
nah, Samuel,  John,  Abigail,  Elijah.  David 
( 1 77°) , Joel  ( 1774)  and  Jared  (1777).  John, 
born  May  5,  1763,  served  on  a Revolutionary 
privateer;  he  married  Deborah  Hurlbut,  and 
removed  to  New  York  in  pioneer  days.  Abi- 
gail (1767)  married  Timothy  Hurlbut. 

(VI)  Elijah  Stocking  (2)  was  born  near 

Somasick,  in  1769.  In  his  youth  he  was  a 
sailor,  but  in  his  maturer  years  became  a farm- 
er, owning  the  farm  where  Olaf  Olson  is  now 
living.  He  was  a well-toMo-  citizen.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  (Polly)  Sage,  of  Cromwell,  who 
was  born  in  1773,  and  died  September  29, 
1852.  He  died  November  4th  of  the  same 
year,  and  they  were  buried  in  the  old  Center 
cemetery.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children : Daniel  went  to  Rochester, 

N.  Y.,  where  he  died;  Joel  moved  to-  Ohio-; 
Eleazer  married  Melantha  Case,  and  removed 
to  Ohio  ; John  was  a farmer,  and  died  in  Port- 
land: George  died  in  infancy;  George  (2)  is 
mentioned  at  length  below ; Sarah  married 
(first)  Edward  Shepard,  and  (second)  Olonzo 
Loveland,  and  died  in  Portland ; Cordelia  mar- 
ried Joab  Hurlbut,  and  was  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Cordelia  F.  Pettis,  widow  of  Sheriff  George 
F.  Pettis,  whose  biography  appears  elsewhere  ; 
Mary  and  Sophronia  died  young. 

(VII)  George  Stocking  was  born  July  29, 
1821,  on  the  same  farm  where  his  son  now 
lives.  His  education  was  all  acquired  in  the 
common  schools,  and  although  he  worked  in 
the  quarries  for  eight  years  he  was  reared  a 
farmer.  He  was  always  industrious,  and  after 
bis  marriage  located  on  the  old  homestead,  as- 
suming the  care  of  his  aged  parents.  He  af- 
terward sold  out  to  his  brother  John,  moved 
on  Portland  street,  and  drove  a team  in  the 
quarry.  His  last  move  was  to  buy  back  the 
old  place,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  April 


21,  1868.  He  was  buried  in  Center  cemetery. 

In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  in  religion 
a Methodist.  On  April  26,  1843,  Mr.  Stock- 
ing married  Miss  Catherine  Hurlbut,  who  wqs 
born  June  29,  1824,  in  Middle  Haddam,  a | 
daughter  of  Seymour  and  Asenitjh  (Penfield) 
Hurlbut.  Two  sons  and  the  widow  survive. 

Of  these,  Charles  H.  is  mentioned  .below.  ! 
Leverett  Sage,  born  June  11,  1846,  is  now 
living  in  Meriden,  with  his  wife  and  one  child. 

The  widow  married  Edward  Edwards,  of  Glas- 
tonbury, who  has  since  died,  and  she  ■now  , 
makes  her  home  with  Charles  IT.  Stocking. 

Charles  H.  Stocking  was  born  September 
4,  1844,  011  the  old  family  homestead.  His 
first  schooling  was  obtained  at  Penfield  Hill,  {; 
in  the  school  taught  by  Miss  Laura  Wheeler, 
and  later  by  Miss  Helen  Penfield  and  Horatio 
Chapman.  When  he  was  somewhat  older  he 
attended  school  at  Portland,  in  a building  that  1 
occupied  the  present  site  of  Waverly  Hall,  and,  ji 
being  a faithful  and  industrious  student,  he  ac-  ‘ 
quired  a good  education.  He  was  early  “put  j ; 

into  harness,”  and  much  work  fell  upon  him,  jl, 

as  his  father  was  not  able  to-  do  much,  and  he  j 
was  the  eldest  son.  After  his  marriage  he  lo-  [ 
cated  on  the  old  homestead,  living  there  until  jj 
October,  1879,  when  he  bought  the  David 
Cornwall  farm,  on  Rose  Hill,  where  he  has 
since  lived.  He  has  been  engaged  in  tobacco  ' 
culture  for  a number  of  years.  Although  he  ■ 

had  a very  meager  start,  Mr.  Stocking  has  ac-  ! 

cumulated  a comfortable  property. 

On  December  21,  1870,  Mr.  Stocking  mar-  j -1 
ried  Miss  Mary  A.  Cox,  who  was  born  in  Hart-  j 
ford,  August  12,  1848,  daughter  of  George 
and  Eliza  (Barnaby)  Cox,  a.  sketch  o-f  whom  | 
appears  elsewhere.  She  attended  Rose  Hill 
school,  and  moved  with  her  parents  to-  Portland  ; 
when  she  was  a girl.  Children,  as  follows,  | 

were  born  of  this  union  : Mary  E.,  born  Octo-  i 

ber  25,  1874,  graduated  from  the  Gildersleeve 
high  school  in  1893,  and  is  a popular  school  f 
teacher;  George  Edward,  born  July  14,  1877,  f 
is  a farmer;  William  Cox,  born  June  13,  i88r, 
and  Dora  S.,  born  February  2,  1887,  live  at 
home  ; Eliza  Catherine  was  born  September  20, 

1890.  Mrs.  Stocking  died  November  23,  1900. 

She  was  an  Episcopalian,  and  was  president 
of  the  ladies’  sewing  society  connected  with 
St.  John  the  Baptist  Chapel  at  the  time  of  her 
death.  Mr.  Stocking  is  a Democrat,  and  has 
served  several  times  on  the  board  of  relief.  He 
is  a member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  at  Portland. 
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STEPHEN  W.  MILLER  (deceased)  was 
during  his  lifetime  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
respected  farmers  in  the  East  Long  Hill  Dis- 
trict of  Middletown.  His  family  is  one  o-f  the 
oldest  in  Middlesex  county,  Thomas.  Miller, 
its  founder,  coming  from,  Birmingham,  Eng- 
land, to1  Rowley,  Mass.,  where  as  early  as  1639 
he  was  rriade  a freeman.  The  local  records 
speak  of  him  as  a skilled  carpenter  there  in 
1651.  Four  years  later  he  had  lands  recorded 
to  his  credit  at  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  wras 
evidently  prominent  in  the  church,  as  he  was 
recommended  to  the  church  in  that  place  from 
the  brethren  in  Rowley.  Thomas  Miller  built 
the  first  gristmill,  on  Miller's  Brook,  in  Mid- 
dletown, which  stood  on  the  present  site  of 
the  Russell  factories,  at  the  Farms.  He  died  in 
1680. 

, Stephen  W.  Miller  was  in  the  sixth  genera- 
tion from  the  Thomas  Miller,  the  emigrant, 
and  was  the  last  of  (four  successive  generations 
to  hear  the  name  of  Stephen. 

Stephen  Miller,  the  father  of  Stephen  W., 
was  born  in  1795  at  South  Farms,  where  he 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  mar- 
ried Clarissa  Whitmore  of  Maromlas,  and  they 
had  two  sons,  namely  : Stephen  W.,  the  sub- 

ject proper  of  this  record;  and  Benjamin  W., 
a fanner,  wlho  lived  at  South  Farms,  and  died 
unmarried.  After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Clarissa 
Miller,  Stephen  Miller  married  for  his  second 
wife,  Luicretia,  daughter  of  Elisha  Fairchild, 
of  East  Long  Hill,  moving  there,  to  the  farm 
of  his  father-in-law,  soon  afterward.  The  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  to  this  union : 
Darius,  who  married  Elizabeth  Bissell,  of  East 
Windsor,  became  a successful  dealer  in  dry 
goods  at  New  Britain;  Nathan  G.,  who  mar- 
ried (first)  Cora  McKee,  (second)  Celia 
Stanley,  and  (third)  Agnes  Stanley,  a sister 
of  his  second  wife,  is  now  living  in  Nbw  York ; 
one  died  in  infancy;  Charles,  who  married 
(first)  Abigail  Welton,  and  (second)  Sally 
Benton,  is  a successful  dry-goods  merchant  at 
Waterbury,  Conn.;  Catherine  E.,  widow  of 
Erwin  Strickland,  has  her  home  in  Bridge- 
port; Frank,  who  married  Emily  Clinton,  is 
in  the  coal  business  in  Bridgeport.  The  father, 
Stephen  Miller,  was  a successful  farmer,  lie 
spent  his  last  years  in  Middletown,  having  a 
home  near  the  Pameacha  bridge,  where  he  died 
September  2(1,  1877. 

Stephen  W.  Miller  was  “born  October  2 3, 
1821,  and  was  quite  young  when  he  lost  his 


mother.  After  his  father's  second  marriage 
and  removal  to  the  Fairchild  farm  he  attended 
school  in  that  district.  When  quite  a young 
man  he  began  working  for  the  William*  Wilcox 
Manufacturing  Company,  at  Zoar,  Conn.,  and 
m|ade  rapid  progress  in  all  kinds  of  mechanical 
work,  although  he  wias  paid  but  fifty  cents  a 
day  for  some  time.  He  was  connected  with 
that  firm  for  twelve  years,  this  being  the  only 
work  he  was  ever  engaged  in  aside  from  farm- 
ing, with  the  exception  of  a short  period  of 
employment  in  the  Whitmore  Quarries,  at 
Maromas,  Connecticut. 

After  receiving  fifty  acres  as  his  share  of 
his  father  s property,  Mr.  Miller  located  there- 
on, and  engaged  for  the  rest  of  his  life  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  owned  eighty-six  acres.  He  added  the 
culture  of  tobacco  to  his  other  products,  and 
usually  harvested  about  five  acres  of  tobacco, 
besides  a great  quantity  of  garden  vege- 
tables.  Being  a careful  and  judicious  farmer, 
he  wisely  watched  the  rise  and  fall  of  the 
market,  and  profited  accordingly.  Physi- 
cally Mr.  Miller  was  a man  of  medium  height, 
and  he  had  a robust  constitution.  His  death 
occurred  July  27,  1884,  after  a decline  of  sev- 
eral years. 

Mr.  Miller  married  Hannah  A.  Corey,  who 
was  horn  May  8,  1834,  at  South  Farms,  and 
died  February  5,  1870.  She  was  a daughter 
of  William,  and  Lucy  (Clark)  Corey!  the 
former  of  wlhom  was  a joiner  by  trade.  Two 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller, 
namely:  Clara  W.,  January  18,  1861:  and 

Alice  Cora,  August  20,  1863. 

On  January  1,  1883,  Miss  Clara  W.  Miller 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Lewis  M.  Crowell. 
l*>rn  January  7,  1850,  at  Zoar.  Conn.,  son  of 
Matthew  and  Mary  F.  (Foster)  Crowell. 
He  was  educated  in  his  native  place,  and  as- 
sisted his  father  on  the  farm  until  the  latter's 
death  placed  the  propertv  under  his  manage- 
ment. In  1883  lie  moved  to  the  Stroud  place, 
at  East  Long  Hill,  which  was  his  pleasant 
home  at  the  time  of  his  sudden  death,  from 
overheating.  July  9.  1890.  With  many  sin- 
cere expressions  of  regret  and  sympathy  he 
was  laid  away  in  lieautitul  Pine  Grove  cem- 
etery. Mr.  Crowell  was  a man  of  high  char- 
acter, universally,  esteemed  and  sincerely 
mourned.  I he  following  named  children 
were  born  to.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crowell: 
Stqihen  M..  February  10.  1884  (graduated 
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with  the  class  of  1902  from  the  Connecticut 
Agricultural  College)  ; Abigail  H.,  September 
10,  1886;  Eldon  L.,  November  5,  1887;  and 
Irene  W.,  October  21,  1889,  'Mrs,  Crowell 
and  her  children  reside  at  East  Long  Hill. 

Alice  Cora  Miller,  the  youngest  daughter 
oif  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  W.  Miller,  attended 
the  Middletown  schools,  and  also  had  the  ad- 
vantages of  two-  years  at  Durham:  Academy, 
under  Prof.  E,  A.  Bishop.  On  November  25, 
1885,  she  was  united  in  marriage  with  Frank 
L.  Strickland,  wiho  was  born  in  October,  1858, 
in  Middletown,  Conn.,  where  he  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  and  acquired  his  education,  attend- 
ing the  Middletown  high  school.  For  a num- 
ber of  years  he  was  employed  as  a clerk  in  the 
Parshley  shoe  store,  in  Middletown,  and  later 
was  connected  with  the  great  shoe  house  of 
R.  H.  White  & Co.,  at  Boston,  Mass,  There 
he  remained  until  1886,  when  he  purchased 
his  present  well  equipped  shoe  store  in  Rock- 
ville, Conn.  This  wias  an  old  stand,  known  as 
the  Jacobs  shoe  store,  and  under  the  able  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Strickland  it  has  grown  and 
prospered  until  it  now  bids  fair  to  be  a leader 
in  that  line.  To>  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Strickland 
have  been  horn  four  children,  namely : Edna 

Helen,  June  5,  1887;  Bertha  Miller,  June  28, 
1889;  Wallace  Knight,  August  1,  1891  (died 
January  11,  1892);  and  Seward  Holmes, 

April  8,  1898. 

Mr.  Miller  is  well  represented  by  descend- 
ants who.  worthily  uphold  not  only  his  honored 
name,  but  also-  follow  those  precepts  which 
enabled  him  to  honestly  accumulate,  in  the 
course  of  an  ordinary  lifetime,  much  more  than 
an  ample  competency. 

BONFOEY.  This  name  is  variously 
spelled,  Bonfoy,  Bunfoy,  Bonnefoy,  Bonnefoi 
and  Bonnefous.  The  spelling  of  the  later  gen- 
erations is  Bonfoey,  all  according  to  the  Eng- 
lish Encyclopedia.  Burke's  Peerage  states 
that  the  ancestor  came  from  Normandy  with 
William  the  Conqueror,  and  lived  in  Hayes, 
County  of  Middlesex,  England.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  one  of  the  Crusades  of  England  and 
France,  and  is  believed  to  have  been  knighted 
at  Jerusalem.  In  the  invasion  of  England  by 
William  the  Conqueror  only  the  best  soldiers 
were  selected.  The  following  description  of 
the  Bonfoey  coat  of  arms  is  taken  from  the 
Encyclopedia  Heraldica,  or  Complete  Diction- 
ary of  Heraldica,  by  William  Berry,  fifteen 


years  registering  clerk  to  the  College  of  Arms, 
London. 

“Bonfoy  or  Bunfoy  (Hayes,  Middlesex  j 
County,  England),  azure  on  a cross  argent,  a 
human  heart  gules.  Crest,  an  arm  couped 
and  erect,  in  armour  purpure,  holding  in  the 
hand  a cross  Calvary,  gules.’'  In  Burke’s  , 
Peerage  the  following  description  is  given : 
“The  Bonnefoy  or  Bonfoey  (as  now  spelled)  | 
coat  of  arms.  Shield  azure,  on  a cross  argent, 
a human  heart  gules.  Crest,  an  arm  couped  in  1 
armour  purpure,  holding-  a cross  Calvary,  gules,  i 
Motto,  En  Bonnefoy,  ‘In  good  faith.’  ” 

The  American  ancestors  Bonfoey,  or  Bon-  : 
nefoy,  as  the  name  was  spelled,  were  a part  of  I 
the  large  immigration  of  French  Huguenot  j 
families  who  came  to  this  country  after  the  \ 
revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  landing  at  j 
Bonnefoy’s  Point,  Echo  Bay,  now  called  New 
Rochelle.  Bolton’s  history  of  Westchester  coun- 
ty,  N.  Y.,  says  the  colony  was  divided,  a part  \ 
going  to  Delaware,  some  up  the  Hudson  river,  } 
and  others  into-  the  Connecticut  Valley.  The  i 
Bonfoeys  came  at  this  time,  because  David  de  ; 
Bonnefoy,  also  a French  Huguenot,  had  sold  ; 
his  land,  Ville  Pontaux.  This  sale  was  made  , 
about  1690,  and  doubtless  about  the  time  Da- 
vid de  Bonnefoy  came  to  Connecticut,  settling 
at  or  near  Middletown,  Conn.  The  following  : 
tradition  comes  down  through  the  family:  ? 
There  were  two  brothers,  Jerathmel  and  Ben-  ' 
anuel,  who  started  from  France  together,  and 
were  likely  with  the  colony  already  named,  and  ! 
Jerathmel  died  on  the  way  over.  Benanuel  ar-  ; 
rived  safely,  and  he  is  very  likely  the  American  j 
ancestor  of  the  Bonfoeys  of  Connecticut.  Bol-  i 
ton  also  says  that  in  France  John  Coutant  mar-  [ 
ried  Susannah  Bonnefoy,  and  came  to  this-  . 
country,  and  it  is  probable  that  he  also  was  one  - 
of  this  colony.  He  was  born  in  1659,  and  his  | 
wife  in  1660.  Bolton  further  says  that  the  old  f 
Bonnefoy  Bible  is  in  New  Rochelle,  in  the  pos-  : 
session  of  one  of  the  Coutant  family.  This  i 
Bible  was  printed  in  Amsterdam,  by  Jean  Fred-  f 
erick  Bernard,  and  was  revised  and  corrected 
by  the  teachers  and  professors  at  Geneva.  On 
February  6,  1695-96,  according  to  Bolton,  let- 
ters of  denization  were  issued  under  the  seal  of 
the  Province  from  King-  William  to-  David  d- 
Repos,  Alexander  Allair,  David  de  Bonnefoy,. 
and  Louis  Guion.  The  history  of  Middlesex 
county  states  that  in  October,  1738,  Richard  ; 
Bonfoy,  Nathaniel  Burr  and  others  residing  in 
Haddam,  on  a tract  of  land  lying  between  the 
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Connecticut  and  Salmon  rivers,  petitioned  to 
the  General  Court  for  an  act  of  incorporation 
as  a parish,  and  in  May,  1740,  their  request  was 
granted,  and  the  parish  was  incorporated  under 
the  name  of  Middle  Haddam.  Richard  Bon- 
foey  had  four  children,  Richard,  Benanuel, 
Susannah  and  Penelope. 

Benanuel  Bonfoey,  son  of  Richard,  was 
born  about  1720.  He  married  Rachel  Bailey, 
in  November,  1752,  and  they  had  two  children  : 
Hannah,  born  November  12,  1753,  and  Bena- 
nuel (2),  born  December  13,  1755.  Benanuel 
Bonfoey  ( 1 ) served  in  the  French  and  Indian 
war.  The  powder-horn  carried  by  him  in  this 
war  is  inscribed  “Beenanawell  Bonfoey,  his 
horn  1756.”  This  relic  is  in  the  possession  of 
Watson  E.  Bonfoey,  brother  of  Mrs.  Hezekiah 
Scovil,  who  lives  in  Tipton,  Ind.  Mr.  Bonfoey 
has  the  knife,  also,  with  which  the  above  in- 
scription was  carved.  This  soldier  died  in  the 
army  as  the  result  of  his  arduous  service,  1756- 
1757.  Fie  served  in  the  company  commanded 
by  Capt.  James  Harris,  of  Saybrook,  in  the 
regiment  commanded  by  Col.  David  Wooster, 
afterward  major  general  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  The  chaplain  of  the  regiment  was 
the  well-known  Rev.  John  Norton,  who  was 
a minister  in  Chatham,  and  who  had  been  made 
a prisoner  by  the  Indians.  Benanuel  Bonfoey’s 
widow,  Rachel  (Bailey),  married  Ebenezer 
Skinner,  and  they  both  lie  in  the  cemetery  at 
Higganum.  She  died  February  26,  1820,  aged 
eighty-eight. 

Benanuel  Bonfoey  (2),  son  of  Benanuel 
(1),  the  soldier,  was  born  December  13,  1755. 
Concurrence  Smith,  his  wife,  was  born  in  1759. 
They  were  married  in  1778.  She  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  Christ,  Congregational,  at 
Haddam,  uniting  October  14,  1804,  under  Rev.  ; 
David  Dudley  Field,  the  well-known  divine,  j 
Concurrence  Smith  was  the  daughter  of  David 
Smith,  sixth  son  of  Stephen  Smith,  the  latter 
coming  from  West  Haven  in  1723  and  settling 
at  Candlevvood  Hill,  owning  a large  estate  in 
the  vicinity.  David  Smith,  the  father  of  Con- 
currence, married  Lydia  Cogswell,  daughter  of 
Robert  Cogswell,  who  was  one  of  the  original 
settlers  in  Old  Saybrook.  Robert  Cogswell’s 
father,  Samuel  Cogswell,  married  Ann  Mason, 
daughter  of  Capt.  John  Mason,  of  I’equot  fame. 
Capt.  John  Mason  was  from  the  Netherlands, 
and  was  educated  in  the  art  of  warfare  under 
Sir  Thomas  Fairfax;  he  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  Old  Windsor,  and  is  buried  at  Nor- 


wich. David  Smith,  father  of  Concurrence, 
died  November  22,  1776,  aged  thirty-nine; 
Lydia  Cogswell,  his  wife,  died  November  22, 
1825,  aged  eighty-eight.  The  children  born  to 
Benanuel  Bonfoey  (2)  and  his  wife  Concur- 
rence Smith  were:  David,  born  November  22, 
1/79,  died  in  1863,  when  eighty-four  years  of 
age.  Hannah,  born  September  19,  1781,  died 
in  1864,  aged  eighty-three.  Concurrence,  born 
June  9,  1783,  died  in  1856,  aged  seventy-three. 
Ashael.  born  May  21,  1785,  died  in  1850,  aged 
sixty-five.  Anson,  born  June  13,  1787,  died 
in  1884  in  Michigan,  aged  ninety-seven;  these 
two  brothers  were  located  at  Ponsett,  and  were 
clothiers,  making  the  finest  of  broadcloth. 
Lydia,  born  December  1,  1791,  died  in  1883, 
aged  ninety-two.  Matilda,  born  in  1793,  bap- 
tized October  2,  1804,  died  in  1883,  aged  nine- 
ty. Horace,  born  in  1795,  baptized  October  2, 

1804,  died  in  1873,  ag'ed  seventy-eight.  L11- 
djida,  born  June  5,  1797,  died  in  1887,  agecl 
ninety.  Clarinda,  born  in  March,  1801,  died 
February  16,  1806.  Benanuel  (3),  born  Sq>- 
tember  28,  1802,  died  October  10,  1894,  aged 
ninety-two.  Richard,  born  September  13, 

1805,  died  in  August,  1825,  aged  twenty.  The 
united  ages  of  this  family  amount  to  869  years. 
Benanuel  Bonfoey  (2)  died  August  14/1825, 
aged  seventy.  His  wife  died  November  12, 
1849,  aged  ninety. 

I he  service  of  Benanuel  Bonfoev  (2),  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  according  to  the 
record  of  Connecticut  soldiers  in  that  war,  was 
as  follows : Benanuel  Bonfoey  enlisted  in  the 
fifth  Battalion,  Wadsworth's  Brigade,  in  Mav. 
1776,  serving  as  a private  in  Capt.  Cornelius 
Higgins’  Company,  from  Haddam.  This  bat- 
talion was  raised  in  June,  177b.  to  reinforce 
Gen.  Washington’s  army  at  New  York.  It 
served  in  the  city  and  on  the  Brooklyn  front, 
being  at  the  right  of  the  line  of  works  during 
the  battle  of  Long  Island,  August  27,  1770, 
and  was  engaged  in  the  retreat  to  New  York, 
August  29  and  30;  was  stationed  with  a mi- 
litia brigade  under  Col.  Douglas,  of  Kips  Bay. 
on  the  East  river,  at  the  time  of  the  British  at- 
tack on  New  York.  September  15;  was  at  the 
battle  of  White  Plains,  October  28.  The  time 
of  this  Battalion  expired  December  25,  1776. 
Benanuel  Bonfoey  re-enlisted  in  the  6th  Reg- 
iment. Connecticut  Line,  April  2,  1777.  serv  ing 
in  Capt.  Pond’s  Company  as  a private  until 
honorably  discharged.  March  29,  1780.  lie 
was  pensioned  under  the  Act  of  Congress. 
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1818,  at  $96  per  year,  which  his  widow  re- 
ceived after  his  death  until  she  also-  passed 
away.  The  Sixth  Regiment,  Connecticut  Line, 
was  for  the  Continental  Line  equivalent  to  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Regulars,  and  to  continue 
through  the  war.  It  went  into  camp  at  Peeks- 
kill,  N.  Y.,  in  the  summer  of  1777,  but  was 
frequently  detached  on  expeditions  or  outpost 
duty  on  the  line  above  King’s  Bridge.  It 
served  from  August  to  October,  on  the  Hud- 
son, in  Parsons’  Brigade,  under  Gen.  Put- 
nam, and  engaged  in  all  the  movements  made 
in  consequence  of  the  enemy's  move  against 
Fort  Montgomery;  wintered  1 777~7&  West 
Point,  and  assisted  in  constructing  permanent 
fortifications  on  Meigs’  redoubt;  also  on  re- 
doubts on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson  river. 
In  the  summer  of  1778  the  regiment  encamped 
with  the  main  army  under  Gen.  Washington  at 
White  Plains;  wintered  1778-79  at  Reading, 
Conn.;  in  the  operations  of  1779  served  with 
the  Connecticut  Division  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Hudson,  was  detached  to  Meigs'  Light 
Regiment,  and  was  engaged  at  the  storming  of 
Stony  Point,  July  15,  1779;  wintered  1779-80 
at  Morristown,  N.  J.  Mr.  Bonfoey  was  also  at 
Valley  Forge,  and  endured  the  privations  of 
that  winter;  in  the  movements  of  1780  served 
with  the  Division  on  both  sides  of  the  Hud- 
son. Upon  the  discovery  of  Benedict  Arnold's 
treason  the  Sixth  Regiment,  with  other  troops 
was  ordered  to  repair  to  West  Point  in  antici- 
pation of  the  expected  advance  of  the  enemy. 
Benanuel  Bonfoey  often  referred  to  the  suffer- 
ing of  the  soldiers  at  Valley  Forge,  SO'  re- 
markable in  the  annals  of  that  great  war.  Lie 
referred  with  pride  to  the  fact  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington’s concern  for  and  care  of  his  men,  and 
that  he  was  like  a father  to  the  soldiers,  cheer- 
ing or  inspiring  them  with  hope  as  best  he 
could. 

After  his  honorable  discharge  from  the 
army  Grandfather  Bonfoey  taught  school  sev- 
eral terms,  and  among  his  pupils  were  the 
children  of  his  old  comrades  in  arms,  Capt. 
Cornelius  Higgins,  Sergt.  William  Scovil, 
Lieut.  Elijah  Brainerd,  and  others.  Mr.  Bon- 
foey was  an  exceedingly  busy  man  all  his 
life.  After  his  school  teaching  had  ended  he 
went  to  New  Haven,  where  he  was  employed  at 
ship  caulking.  He  built  the  house  on  Candle- 
wood  Hill,  in  which  his  son,  Benanuel  (3), 
spent  his  long  and  useful  life,  dying  at  the  age 
of  ninety-two;  this  house  is  still  standing,  and 


in  use,  serving  to  illustrate  the  stability  with 
which  the  old  time  houses  were  constructed. 
When  this  Bonfoey  homestead  was  built,  the 
solid  chimney  was  first  erected,  and  then  after 
the  chimney  was  completed  the  house  was  built 
around  it.  The  chimney  was  erected  in  1804 
and  the  house  in  1808. 

At  the  present  time  Eugene  Scovil,  nephew 
of  Mrs.  Plezekiah  Scovil,  resides  in  the  old 
house.  In  the  tiny  bedroom  off  the  kitchen 
there  died  the  great-grandmother,  Lydia 
(Cqgswe'll)  Smith,  aged  eighty-eight ; the 
grandmother,  Concurrence  (Smith)  Bonfoey, 
aged  ninety;  the  mother,  Eliza  Bonfoey,  aged 
eighty-three ; and  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hezekiah 
Scovil,  Benanuel  Bonfoey,  aged  ninety-two. 
The  old  Revolutionary  soldier,  Benanuel  Bon- 
foey, who  built  the  house,  also'  died  there,  but 
in  another  room. 

In  the  Connecticut  records  of  the  soldiers 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  Jerathem  Bonfoey 
should  be  Jerathmel  Bonfoey.  He  served  in 
Pond’s  Company,  attached  to  the  regiment 
commanded  by  Gen.  James  Wadsworth,  Con- 
necticut troops.  Jerathmel  Bonfoey  served 
three  years  and  was  honorably  discharged  May 
4,  1778. 

CUSHMAN  ALLEN  SEARS,  M.  D.,  of 
the  town  of  Portland,  Middlesex  county,  is 
one  of  the  prominent  physicians  of  the  locality 
where  for  nearly  a third  of  a century  he  has 
practiced  the  healing  art.  Of  Puritan  stock, 
and  descended  from  a Revolutionary  patriot, 
he  is  a worthy  representative  of  an  old  and 
well-knowtn  family. 

Dr.  Sears  was  born  September  26,  1840,  in 
Chatham,  this  county,  son  of  Stephen  G.  and 
Emily  (Veasey)  Sears,  and  is  in  the  tenth  gen- 
eration on  his  father’s  side  from  Elder  Will- 
iam Brewster,  one  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers  who 
landed  at  Plymouth  Rock  in  1620.  The  line 
of  his  descent  is  through  Patience  Brewster, 
who  married  Gov.  Thomas  Prince , Mercy 
Prince,  who'  married  Major  John  Freeman; 
Deacon  Thomas  Freeman,  who  married  Re- 
becca ^Sparrow ; Mercy  Freeman  who  married 
Paul  Sears ; Joshua  Sears,  who  married  Rebec- 
ca Mayo;  Elkanah  Sears,  who1  married  Ruth 
White;  Willard  Sears,  who  married  Betsey 
(Clark)  Strong;  and  Stephen  G.  Sears,  who 
married  Emily  Veasey.  Dr.  Sears  is  de- 
scended from  the  same  ancestor  on  his  moth- 
er’s side,  the  line  being  through  the  same  fore- 
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fathers  for  the  first  five  generations,  then 
through  Ebenezer  Sears,  who  married  Sarah' 
Hawes;  Desire  Sears,  who  married  John 
Markham ; Desire  Markham,  wdro  married 
Lemuel  West;  Elizabeth  West,  who1  married 
Eleazer  Veasey;  and  Emily  Veasey,  who  mar- 
ried Stephen  G.  Sears. 

Elkanah  Sears,  the  paternal  great-grand- 
father of  Dr.  Sears,  was  born  in  1 734,  and  be- 
came one  of  the  wealthiest  men  of  his  time  in 
the  town  of  Chatham.  A patriot  of  the  Revolu- 
tion he  sent  supplies  to  the  army  in  his  own  ves- 
sel, and  equipped  another  which  he  com- 
manded while  preying  on  British  commence, 
in  which  enterprise  his  boat  was  captured  and 
he  and  one  of  his  men  were  made  prisoners. 
After  heroic  efforts  they  made  their  escape  by 
letting  themselves  down  into  the  water  by 
means  of  a rope,  and  though  they  were  discov- 
ered and  shot  at,  they  succeeded  in  getting 
away.  In  1757  Elkanah  Sears  was  married 
to  Ruth  White,  and  their  children  were:  Isaac, 
Willard,  Ruth,  Ruth  (2),  Rachel  and  Benja- 
min. Die  father  died  in  1816,  the  mother  in 
1823. 

Stephen  G.  Sears,  father  of  Cushman  A., 
was  born  in  1803,  in  Chatham,  and  was  reared 
and  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  locality. 

I He  followed  the  occupations  of  coopering  and 
farming.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years,  after  a life  which  commended  him  to  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  the  community.  Mr. 
Sears  married  Emily  Veasey,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Eleazer  Veasey,  who  was  a well  known 
turnpike  owner,  having  charge  of  the  Colches- 
ter pike  from  Portland  ferry  for  a number  of 
miles  east  of  East  Hampton.  Ihe  children  of 
this  marriage  were : Mary,  who  married 

Francis  Gillette,  of  Prospect,  Conn. ; Clark  O., 
a very  successful  merchant  at  East  Hampton, 
where  he  died  leaving  five  daughters;  Cushman 
A. ; and  Caroline,  a resident  of  Chatham.  Mr. 
Sears  was  a Whig  in  his  early  days,  later  be- 
came a Republican,  and  was  a deacon  in  the 
Congregational  Church. 

Cushman  A.  Sears  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school  of  his  native  town, 
and  when  sixteen  years  old  entered  Dr.  Chase's 
school,  at  Middletown.  Later  lie  took  the  high 
school  course  at  East  Hampton,  going  from 
there  to  Wilbraham  Mass.  As  a lad  he  l>e- 
came  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  duties  of 
farm  life,  and  worked  for  a time  in  the  hell 


shop  of  Hiram  Veazey,  at  East  Hampton. 
Upon  finishing  his  school  course  he  decided  to 
adopt  the  medical  profession,  and  with  this  in 
view,  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Sabin  Stocking, 
of  Glastonbury.  In  i860  he  attended  medical 
lectures  at  Pittsfield,  Mass.  In  1861,  he  went 
to  New  York  and  became  a student  of  Dr.  Ab- 
bott Hodgeman,  then -physician  and  surgeon  at 
the  city  prison,  while  there  acting  as  assistant 
to  Dr.  Hodgeman  and  gaining  experience 
which  he  could  scarcely  have  obtained  in  any 
other  way.  During  this  year  Dr.  Sears  came 
into  contact  with  41,963  persons  who  were 
committed  to  the  Tombs,  in  those  days  every 
offender  upon  conviction  being  sent  to  the 
1 ombs.  A noted  prisoner  was  Capt.  Gordon, 
commander  of  one  of  the  slave  vessels,  who 
was  sentenced  to  be  hung.  Dr.  Sears  became 
well  acquainted,  by  reason  of  forced  associa- 
tion, with  this  famous  criminal  and  was  pres- 
ent when  he  was  executed. 

Dr.  Sears  was  graduated  from  the  New 
York  University  Medical  College  in  1862,  and 
commenced  practice  in  East  Haddam  the  same 
year,  soon  afterward  being  called  to  Glaston- 
bury to  take  the  place  of  Dr.  Stocking,  w ho 
had  joined  the  Union  army  as  surgeon.  In 
1865  he  moved  to  Portland,  where  he  has  since 
resided,  enjoying  a constantly  increasing  prac- 
tice, and  has  been  actively  identified  with  the 
public  interests  of  the  town.  For  twenty-eight 
years  Dr.  Sears  has  been  chairman  of  the 
school  board  and  acting  school  visitor.  For 
several  years  he  has  been  a director  in  the  Free- 
stone Savings  Bank,  and  for  many  years  he 
was  medical  examiner  for  the  town,  an  office 
which  he  still  holds.  Dr.  Sears  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Village  Improvement  So- 
ciety, which  had  a successful  career  during 
the  demand  for  its  existence. 

On  November  1 1,  1862.  Dr.  Sears  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Evelyn  Lay,  of  Lvmc,  Conn., 
daughter  of  Judge  Oliver  1.  and  Mary  (Ing- 
ram) Lay.  The  following  named  children  have 
been  born  of  this  union:  Anna  Bell,  now  Mrs. 
William  II.  Selden,  of  Stambaugh,  Mich.; 

[ Walter  C.,  a graduate  of  Burlington  Medical 
College,  now  a physician  at  the  State  Hospital 
at  Middletown ; and  Bertha  E.,  a graduate  of 
! the  Portland  high  school,  subsequently  a teach - 
, er  at  Cromwell,  now  the  wife  of  Daniel  \V. 

I Robertson,  of  New  York. 

Socially  Dr.  Sears  is  a member  of  Portland 
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Lodge,  No.  35,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  a charter  member 
otf  the  O'.  U.  A.  M.,  and  eligible  to>  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution.  He  is  a member  of 
both  the  State  and  County  Medical  Societies. 
He  and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  their  social  position  is 
among  the  best  in  the  town,  where,  as  a citi- 
zen, as  well  as  in  his  profession,  Dr.  Sears  en- 
joys the  esteem  of  every  one.  Genial  and 
pleasant,  he  and  his  estimable  wife  dispense  a 
bountiful  hospitality,  and  as  a benevolent  and 
charitable  man,  the  Doctor  has  won  the  affec- 
tion of  the  unfortunate. 

STILLMAN  JARED  TILEY,  a highly 
respected  and  successful  citizen  of  Essex,  Mid- 
dlesex county,  has  for  many  years  been  con- 
nected with  the  manufacture  of  notions  for  the 
trade,  his  goods  being  known  over  the  world. 

Charles  Tiley,  the  father  of  Stillman  J., 
was  born  in  1787,  in  Essex,  and  there  his  life 
was  spent.  As  a carpenter  and  shipbuilder 
he  was  very  successful,  becoming  a master 
builder.  Later  in  life,  in  company  with  Rich- 
ard Williams  and  Capt.  West,  he  built  the  saw- 
mill in  the  Meadow  Woods  District  of  Essex, 
where  an  immense  amount  of  lumber  and  tim- 
ber was  sawed,  particularly  pine,  which  was 
boated  down  the  Connecticut  river  from  the 
northern  forests.  He  was  engaged  in  this  bus- 
iness at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1841.  Mr. 
Tiley  was  a prominent  man,  holding  many  pub- 
lic offices  and  was  a stanch  Whig  in  politics. 
While  not  a member,  he  was  a regular  attend- 
ant and  supporter  of  the  Centerbrook  Congre- 
gational Church.  Charles  Tiley  married  Me- 
hitable  Dimmock  Stillman,  of  Essex,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Rebecca  ( Clark)  Stillman. 
Great-grandfather  Charles  Stillman  was  a na- 
tive of  Portland,  Conn.  He  was  drafted  for 
service  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  but  his  son 
Charles,  who  was  then  sixteen  years  old,  took 
his  place,  and,  his  youth  preventing  his  carry- 
ing- a gam,  he  was  made  a teamster.  When  but 
eighteen  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  English 
and  confined  in  the  famous  prison  ship  in  New 
York  bay,  at  that  time  holding  500  prisoners ; 
after  fever  and  smallpox  had  done  their  fatal 
work  he  was  one  of  the  five  survivors  of  the 
500.  After  his  discharge  from  the  army  he  re- 
turned to  Essex,,  where  he1  Successfully  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  the  close  of  his  life,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-eight,  on  his  own  estate. 
An  incident  which  Grandfather  Stillman  en- 


joyed relating,  occurred  while  he  was  serving 
in  the  army.  One  day,  while  he  was  endeav- 
oring to  get  a whip  for  his  use  from  a little  ; 
tree,  he  did  not  have  a knife,  and  was  trying  to 
break  the  branch,  but  was  unsuccessful  in  his  j 
efforts.  Gen.  Washington,  who  was  passing,  j! 
noticed  the  lad’s  efforts,  and,  reaching  in  his 
pocket,  he  gave  the  young  man  his  own  pock- 
et-knife, and  told  him  to  keep  it.  This  knife  re-  ! 
mained  in  the  possession  of  the  family  for  many  it 
years,  but  was  finally  lost. 

Children,  as  follows,  were  born  to  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject : Louise,  who  is  the  widow 
of  Selden  Post,  resides  in  Redlands,  Cal. ; Em-  j 
ily,  who  is  the  widow  of  David  Young,  resides 
in  Deep  River;  Stillman  Jared  is  mentioned  be- 
low ; Ann  F.  is  deceased ; Rebecca  married 
Augustus  K.  Pratt  and  lived  in  Essex,  where 
she  died  in  1900 ; Susan ; one  died  in  infancy. 

Stillman  J.  Tiley  was  born  October  17,  ! 

1830,  in  the  house  in  which  he  resides,  in  Es- 
sex. His  education  was  obtained  in  the  district  I 
schools  and  at  the  famous  Hills  Academy,, 
where  so  many  of  the  prominent  and  success-  ,<• 
ful  citizens  of  Essex  were  thoroughly  ground- 
ed in  every  branch  then  taught  in  the  schools. 

The  well-remembered  teacher,  Lucius  Lyons, 
whose  name  was  a guarantee  for  excellence  in  ( 
teaching,  was  at  the  head  of  the  school  at  this 
time.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  Mr.  Tiley  went  ' 
to  Deep  River,  where  he  spent  two*  years  in  | 
learning  the  trade  of  carpenter,  in  the  establish-  i 
ment  of  Dennison  & Kelsey.  Returning  home, 
his  eighteenth  year  was  spent  attending  Hills 
Academy,  and  the  succeeding  two  or  three  years 
in  work  at  his  trade.  Removing-  to  Deep  River 
he  purchased  a general  store,  and  conducted  [ 1 

this  establishment  for  some  seven  years,  dis-  j 
posing  of  it  finally  and  erecting  the  well-known 
“Wauginnicut  Hotel,”  at  Deep  River,  of  which 
for  a number  of  years  he  was  owner  and  pro- 
prietor. Disposing  of  the  hotel  Mr.  Tiley  be- 
gan his  successful  career  on  the  water,  be- 
coming pilot  on  the  steamer  “L.  Boardman,” 
which  ran  between  Hartford  and  Sag  Harbor, 

L.  I.,  carrying  both  passengers  and  freight, 
and  stopping  at  all  the  principal  towns  along  the 
Connecticut  river  from  Hartford  ho  the  ter- 
minus. This  vessel  and  its  successors  made 
three  round  trips  a week,  and  did  a large  and  f 
profitable  business.  It  was  finally  sold  to  the 
government,  to  be  used  as  a transport  during  j 
the  Civil  war.  The  next  boat  which  the  com- 
pany built,  the  “Mary  Benton,”  was  also  sold 
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to  the  Government  for  the  same  purpose,  as 
was  the  third  one,  the  “S.  B.  Carey.”  The  last 
vessel  the  company  owned,  Mr.  Tiley  being  one 
of  the  owners,  was  the  “Sunshine,”  which  was 
used  over  a quarter  of  a century.  The  captain 
of  the  above  named  vessels  was  G.  W.  Bates, 
Mr.  Tiley’s  brother-in-law.  The  building  of 
the  Valley  railroad  from  Saybrook  to  Hartford 
made  the  business  of  the  boats  unprofitable,  and 
in  1891  Mr.  Tiley  disposed  of  his  interests  in 
the  business  and  devoted  his  entire  attention, 
to  the  business  of  Tiley  & Pratt,  which  he  first 
organized  in  1875,  *n  conjunction  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Augustus  K.  Pratt,  to  engage 
in  the  manufacture  of  notions.  The  factory  is 
located  in  Essex.  This  firm  later  became  Tiley, 
Pratt  & Co.,  which  name  is  known  to  the  trade 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Un- 
til 1900  Mr.  Tiley  was  actively  engaged  in  the 
business,  at  that  time  disposing  of  it  to  his  sons, 
Richard  B.  and  Charles  B.,  who  still  carry  it 
on,  Mr.  Pratt  having  also  retired  in  1900.  The 
.output  of  the  factory  is  bone  and  steel  goods 
in  great  variety,  for  the  notion  trade,  includ- 
ing crochet  hooks,  bone  hooks,  binders  and 
standard  folders,  paper  knives,  etc.  In  1898 
the  company  began  the  manufacture  of  bicy- 
cle spokes  and  nipples,  which  has  proved  to  be 
an  important  branch  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Tiley  married  Ophelia  Bates,  of  East 
Haddam,  a daughter  of  Anson  and  Sabria 
(Ely)  Bates,  and  the  children  of  this  union 
were  as  follows:  (1)  Emily  B. ; (2)  Georgia 
B. ; (3)  Charles  S.,  who  is  deceased ; (4)  Rich- 
ard B.,  who  is  one  of  the  owners  of  the  factory; 
(he  married  Hilda  Anderson,  and  has  three 
children,  Charles  A.,  Thelma  A.  -and  Aline 
A-)  » (?)  Charles  B.,  a successful  dentist  in 
Derby,  Conn.,  who  is  also  one  of  the  owners 
of  the  factory;  (he  married  Lillian  Morton,  and 
has  two  children,  Hazel  M.  and  Charles  M.) ; 
(6)  Curtis  B.,  a dentist,  living  in  New  Haven, 
who  married  Isabel  E.  Coslee:  (7)  Stillman  B., 
an  employe  in  the  factory,  who  married  Effie 
Swan,  and.  has  one  child,  Albert  V. ; (8)  Fred- 
die B.,  deceased;  and  (9)  Ilcttie  L.  B.,  who 
married  I)r.  Martin  Linderoth,  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York. 

In  his  political  opinions  Mr.  Tiley  has  al- 
ways been  a Republican;  lie  has  served  his 
town  as  first  selectman  for  several  years.  So- 
cially lie  is  connected  with  Mt.  Olive  Lodge, 
F.  ft  A.  M.,  of  Essex.  In  1865  'ie  connected 
himself  with  the  Congregational  Church  of 


Essex,  and  has  been  a deacon  in  the  same  for 
a number  of  years.  In  social  and  family  life 
Mr.  Tiley  is  noted  for  his  pleasant  personality, 
is  highly  esteemed  in  business  circles,  and  is 
one  of  the  substantial  and  representative  men 
of  his  locality. 

CHARLES  JENNINGS,  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  popular  vocalists  and  vocal 
teachers  in  Middlesex  county,  and  a man  whose 
entire  life  is  an  example  to  the  rising  genera- 
tion, was  born  May  2,  1817,  in  Weston  (now 
Easton),  Conn.,  son  of  Stephen  and  Sally 
(Russell)  Jennings. 

Stephen  Jennings  was  born  in  Fairfield 
county,  Conn.,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two,  in  1832.  His  marriage,  which  occurred 
near  Derby,  Was  to  Sally,  daughter  of  Timo- 
thy Russell,  a member  of  one  of  the  old  fami- 
lies of  Fairfield  county.  Mr.  Jennings  was 
an  extensive  farmer,  became  very  prominent  in 
his  locality,  and  served  as  constable  for  about 
twenty  years,  and  as  first  selectman  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  being  placed  in  office  by  the 
Whig  party,  of  which  he  was  a stanch  mem- 
ber. He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  believing  in  works  as  well 
as  faith,  and  at  his  death  the  com- 
munity mourned  the  departure  of  a good 
citizen.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1840, 
and  was  also  aged  sixty-two  at  the  time  of  her 
death.  She,  too,  wqs  a consistent  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  To  this  good  couple  were 
born:  Polly,  Mrs.  John  Edwards;  Russell, 

who  married  Marcia  Bancroft;  Isaac,  who  mar- 
ried Esthlcr  French;  Stephen,  who  married 
Miriam  Bates;  Sarah;  Maria,  who  married 
(first)  Jamies  L.  Chapell,  and  (second)  Sid- 
ney Staples;  and  Charles. 

Charles  Jennings  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools,  and  later  attended 
the  acadeirjy  in  Easton,  Conn.,  being  at  that 
time  about  twenty-one  years  of  age.  1 1 is  father 
died  when  he  was  fifteen,  and  he  worked 
on  the  farm  during  the  summer  and  attend- 
ed school  in  the  winter,  remaining  with  his 
mother  on  the  home  farm  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  A year  later  he  married,  and 
continued  farming  until  the  year  1850,  when 
he  moved  to  Deep  River,  and  worked  at  the 
business  of  making  augers  and  bits.  He  was 
engaged  thus  for  four  years,  and  then,  owing 
to  an  impairment  of  his  health,  due  to  the  close 


672 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


work  and  confinement,  he  returned  to  Easton, 
and  shortly  afterward  invented  and  patented  a 
sulky  rake.  He  successfully  manufactured  this 
rake  in  Easton  eighteen  years,  putting  on  the 
market  about  three  hundred  rakes  a year, 
selling  entirely  through  agents,  and  at  whole- 
sale. William  B.  Johnson,  of  New!  Haven, 
disposed  of  over  one  hundred  each  year.  In 
1874  Mr.  Jennings  gave  up  manufacturing  and 
removed  to  Deep  River,  and  has  continued  to 
make  his  residence  there  since  that  year. 

Mr.  Jennings  began  to  teach  music  when 
he  was  a young  man,  and  continued  in  that 
line  for  over  thirty  years,  being  well  known 
throughout  Fairfield  and  Middlesex  counties. 
His  record  as  a teacher  is  a remarkable  one, 
he  having  taught  at  184  schools,  and  in  sixty 
different  communities,  and  still,  in  his  eighty- 
fifth  year,  has  a fine,  clear  and  sweet  voice, 
that  puts  to  shame  many  much  younger  ones. 
During  his  long  and  honorable  musical  ca- 
reer Mr.  Jennings  gave  many  concerts  and 
recitals,  and  was  always  assured  overflowing 
houses  wherever  he  went,  and  his  work  was 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  music  lovers  of  his 
day.  For  a number  of  years  after  Mr.  Jen- 
nings came  to  Deep  River  he  taught  through- 
out Middlesex  county,  and  sang  upon  many  oc- 
casions, but  within  the  past  few  years  he  has 
not  been  as  active  in  his  profession,  having  ac- 
cumulated a sufficiency  which  enables  him  to 
now  enjoy  the  good  things  of  life. 

On  June  6,  1840,  Mr.  Jennings  was  mar- 
ried, in  Oxford,  Newi  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  to 
Betsey  P.  Hinman,  a daughter  of  Simeon  and 
Phebe  (Sudlow)  Hinman  of  New  Milford, 
Conn.,  and  a granddaughter  of  Ebenezer  and 
Betsey  Hinman.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jennings  had 
one  son,  Simeon  H.,  born  M!ay  7,  1841, 
who  died  June  13,  1899,  aged  fifty-eight.  He 
was  married  July,  1866,  R>  Harriet  E.  Seeley, 
who  died  December  21,  1866,  and  he  married 
for  his  second  wife,  October  26,  1868,  Mary  E. 
Eewis,  daughter  of  E.  Barton  and  Cynthia 
M.  (Church)  Lewis,  of  New  Britain,  Conn. 
They  had  one  son,  Arthur,  born  in  Deep 
River,  September  29,  1875,  who  lives  with 
his  mother  in  Philadelphia,  and  is  connected 
with  the  P.  B.  Sturtevant  Company,  of  that 
city.  Simeon  H.  Jennings  (deceased)  was 
president  of  the  Russell  Jennings  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  and  was  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  Deep  River,  and  a leader  in  all  move- 
ments tending  toward  the  advancement  of  the 


community.  A.  review  of  his  life  appears  else- 
where in  this  work. 

Although  never  aspiring  to  office,  Mr.  Jen- 
nings takes  an  interest  in  politics,  and  his  sym- 
pathies are  with  the  Republican  party.  Both 
he  and  Mrs.  Jennings  are  deeply  interested 
in  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  and  the  Baptist  Church, 
being  members  of  both,  and  are  very  estima,- 
ble  people,  beloved  for  their  many  excellent 
qualities,  and  their  kindness  to  those  in  trou- 
ble or  less  fortunate  than  themselves. 

CHARLES  B.  FRISBIE  belongs  to  an  old 
and  honored  New  England  family  and  is  the 
son  of  a man  who  was,  in  his  time,  one  of  the 
most  noted  figures  in  the  business  world  of  this 
part  of  the  State. 

Russel  Frisbie,  the  father  of  Charles  B., 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Branford,  January  8,. 
1822,  and  his  ancestors  were  represented  in 
that  town  as  early  as'  1638.  His  mother  in 
her  maidenhood  was  Betsey  Beach,  and  his 
father  was  a sea-faring  man.  Russel  left, 
home  when  a lad  of  nine  years  of  age  to  live 
with  Captain  Dowd,  a farmer  in  the  town  of 
Clinton,  where  he  remained  for  seven  years. 
While  still  a boy  his  inventive  genius  and  me- 
chanical ingenuity  made  themselves  manifest,, 
particularly  in  the  construction,  of  a corn 
sheller  that  met  the  hearty  approval  of  his 
neighbors.  When  sixteen  years  old  Russel 
Frisbie  went  to  Chester,  Conn.,  for  the  purpose 
of  learning  the  carpenter’s  trade  under  Potter 
& Wheaton,  but  the  unexpected  dissolution  of 
the  firm  after  about  eighteen  months  threw 
him  out  of  business,  and  he  came  to  Middle- 
town  to'  take  a place  in  the  pattern  maker’s  de- 
partment of  the  factory  of  W.  & B.  Douglas. 
Here  he  made  rapid  progress,  as  he  was  handy 
with  tools  and  could  quickly  catch  the  idea  of 
his  instructor.  He  remained  in  the  shop  for 
twenty-six  years,  and  in  that  time  had  accum- 
ulated a very  substantial  sum  of  money.  While 
thene  he  invented  several  articles  of  small  hard- 
ware, which  were  manufactured  and  sold  by 
the  Stevens  Hardware  Company  on  a royalty. 
In  1866  Mr.  Frisbie  accepted  a most  generous 
offer  from  the  Stevens  company,  and  took 
charge  of  their  works,  securing  a quarter  in- 
terest in  the  establishment,  as  well  as  a liberal 
salary.  Under  his  administration  the  business 
of  the  company  greatly  increased,  and  a great 
variety  of  toys  and  hardware  novelties  were 
produced  by  him,  which  found  a ready  sale. 
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He  was  also  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Com- 
pany. 

In  1876  Mr.  Frisbie  was  elected  to  the 
State  Legislature  on  the  Republican  ticket  by 
a majority  of  fifty-two*  votes.  This  was  his 
only  venture  in  political  activities,  his  business 
exactions  being  too  severe  to  admit  of  any  of- 
fice holding.  He  was  president  of  the  Crom- 
well Plate  Company,  a director  in  the  Crom- 
well Savings’  Bank,  in  the  Middletown  Bank- 
ing Company,  in  the  Power  Hardware  Com- 
pany, and  in  the  Meriden  & Cromwell  Railroad 
Company.  For  many  years  Mr.  Frisbie  was 
an  active  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  being 
connected  with  Central  Lodge,  No*.  12,  Mid- 
dletown. 

Mr.  Frisbie’s  very  substantial  success  was 
largely  owing  to*  his  unflinching  courage  and 
steady  perseverance  by  which  he  dared  and 
overcame  all  obstacles.  He  had  a great  faith' 
in  man,  and  was  ever  ready  to*  help  the  de- 
serving and  the  ambitious,  not  only  with 
money,  but  with  sound  advice  and  genial  good 
fellowship.  There  is  scarcely  a well-estab- 
lished public  enterprise  in  Cromwell  that  has 
not  been  aided  by  him  at  some  critical  mo- 
ment. Modest  and  unassuming  in  his  de- 
meanor, he  enjoys  the  comforts  of  life  without 
ostentatious  display. 

In  1844,  Mr.  Frisbie  was  married  to  Mary 
Ann,  a daughter  of  Samuel  C.  Brown,  and 
by  her  he  became  the  father  of  four  chil- 
dren: (1)  Flenry  R.,  born  in  1844;  (2)  Ag- 

nes Melville,  born  in  1847,  died  in  December, 
J901  ! (3)  Charles  B.,  born  in  1849;  aud  (4) 
Carrie  Elizabeth,  born  in  1854,  who  died 
April  11,  1861.  Henry  R.,  the  oldest  child, 
inherits  his  father’s  ability  and  independent 
character  and  resides  in  Belleville,  N.  J.  Ag- 
nes M.  was  married  in  1870  to  I.  B.  Pryor. 
Charles  B.  was  married  in  1873,  to  Emma,  a 
daughter  of  Abner  Roberts.  Among  the  fam- 
ily treasures  is  preserved  an  old  manuscript 
that  tells  the  story  of  the  Revolutionary  ad- 
ventures of  Josiah  Frisbie,  a gallant  soldier 
and  an.  earnest  patriot. 

Russel  Frisbie  had  the  following  brothers 
and  sister  being  the  second  child  in  his  father’s 
family:  (1)  Elnathan  B.  died  in  Chicopee. 

Mass.  (3)  Thaddeus,  who  was  a painter 
by  trade,  died  at  New  Haven,  Conn.  (4) 
Annie,  came  to  Middletown  to  teach  in  the 
high  school,  and  for  fifty  years  lived  in  the 
43 


family  of  Benjamin  Douglass,  but  is  now  de- 
ceased. (5)  Charles  H.  resides  near  Stony 
Creek,  in  Branford.  Conn.  Russel  Frisbie 
died  January  24,  1898,  and  his  wife  December 
27,  1893,  and  both  were  buried  at  the  Indian 
Hill  cemetery,  Middletown. 

Samuel  C.  Brown,  father  of  Mary  Ann 
(Brown)  Frisbie,  was  at  one  time  a manufac- 
turer of  gold  pens  and  spectacles.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Mary  Ann,  who  married  Russel 

Frisbie;  Henry  was  a government  employe, 
and  died  in  Philadelphia;  William  was  a book- 
keeper; Samuel  C.  was  a traveling  salesman 
for  years ; Charles  was  first  a government  em- 
ploye for  years,  and  later  a bookkeeper  ; Har- 
riet married  Peter  Brodie : and  Carrie  F.  is 
living  unmarried  in  Booklvn. 

Charles  B.  Frisbie  was  born  in  Middle- 
town  July  1 7,  1849.  and  acquired  his  elemen- 
tary education  in  private  schools  in  Middle- 
town  which  were  taught  by  Miss  Gilbert  and 
Miss  Johnson.  After  completing  the  course 
in  the  city  high  school  he  finished  his  schooling 
at  the  Green  Mountain  Institute  at  South 
Woodstock.  Vt.  Previous  to  his  attendance  at 
the  Woodstock  school  he  was  a clerk  for  three 
years  in  the  store  of  E.  B.  & F.  J.  Chaffee.  At 
the  time  his  parents  removed  to  Cromwell  he 
had  nearly  attained  his  majority.  Mr.  Fris- 
bie has  had  considerable  experience  in  railway 
construction  and  operation,  and  was  for  a 
year  and  a half  employed  on  the  foundation 
of  the  bridge  and  the  piers  for  it  at  Middle- 
town.  He  was  employed  on  the  preliminary 
survey  of  the  Valley  Railroad,  and  under  Gen- 
eral Ellis  did  government  work  along  the  Con- 
necticut river.  In  March,  1877.  Mr.  Frisbie 
entered  the  employ  of  J.  & E.  Stevens,  where 
he  has  remained  to  the  present  date.  Rising 
step  by  step,  in  March,  1898,  he  was  made  su- 
perintendent of  the  Company,  and  is  discharg- 
ing the  numerous  duties  of  that  responsible 
position  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

On  May  21,  1873.  Mr.  Frisbie  was  married 
in  Middletown,  to  Miss  Emma  Roberts,  who 
was  born  September  21.  1852,  a daughter 
of  Abner  and  Mary  Stocking  (Hubbard)  Rob- 
erts, the  latter  a twin  sister  of  George  S.  Hub- 
bard. Io  this  union  were  bom  the  following 
children:  (1)  Russel  A.,  born  February  21. 

1874.  attended  Wilbrahani  College,  and  was 
married  June  4,  1895.  to  Miss  Harriet  E.  Coe, 
a daughter  of  Orrcn  and  Lavinia  (Bacon) 
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Coe,  and  a granddaughter  of  Osborne  Coe. 
Russel  A.  is  a mechanical  genius  and  is  a 
manufacturer  and  dealer  in  bicycles  and  motor 
cycles  in  Cromwell.  (2)  Mattie  May,  born 
January  22,  1882,  attended  Lasalle  Institute 
at  Auburndale,  Mass.  (3)  Harry  Conland, 
born  December  7,  1885,  gives  promise  of  hav- 
ing inherited  the  mechanical  genius  of  his 
grandfather,  and  has  a promising  future  be- 
fore him.  Mr.  Frisbie  is  a Republican,  and  is 
interested  in  the  success  of  the  party.  In  1897 
he  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  again  in  1898,  where  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  Humane  Institutions. 
He  belongs  to  Central  Lodge,  No.  12,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  of  Middletown,  and  he  is  eligible  to  the 
order  known  as  the  Sons  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution. 

Mr.  Frisbie  succeeded  to-  the  trusteeship  of 
his  father  in  the  Middlesex  County  Bank,  and 
is  an  incorporator  and  a director  of  the  Crom- 
well Savings  Bank ; he  is  also  a trustee  for  the 
Connecticut  School  -for  Boys-  at  Meriden,  re- 
ceiving his  appointment  from  Gov.  Lo-unsbury. 
Both  Mr.  Frisbie  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  where  he  has 
served  as  a member  of  the  Church  committee. 
Mrs.  Frisbie  is  an  intelligent  and  cultured  lady. 
She  was  educated  in  the  public  school  and  in 
Paynes  Academy,  on  Broad  street,  Middle- 
town. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  Frisbie  occupy  one  of  the 
more  important  homes  of'  the  town,  and  their 
hospitable  spirit  and  cheerful  welcome  have 
made  it  one  of  the  most  popular  social  resorts 
in  Cromwell.  Mr.  Frisbie  is  o-ne  of  the  lead- 
ing business  men  of  Cromwell,  and  his  hon- 
ored name  will  suffer  no  disparagement  from 
his  standing  in  his  own  community. 

GEORGE  IVES  STEVENS.  In  the  lad 
of  seventeen  who*  shipped  before  the  mast, 
earning  his  pittance  of  $6  a month,  may  be  dis- 
covered by  the  biographer  the  same  traits  of 
character  which  still  make  of  George  Ives  Ste- 
vens the  steady,  energetic,  cool-headed  man  of 
a hundred  lines  of  business.  The  seizing  of 
opportunity,  the  directness  of  purpose  and  the 
perseverance  through  adverse  circumstances, 
combined  with  probity  of  character  and  hon- 
estv  of  effort,  have  made  of  him  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  his 
part  of  the  great  State  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Stevens'  ancestry  may  be  traced  back 


prior  to  1646,  when  John  and  Thomas  Stevens 
came  from  the  County  of  Kent,  England.  They 
first  settled  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  and  thence,  in 
1665  or  1666,  moved  to-  what  was  then  called 
Ilammonasset  Plantation,  town  of  Kenilworth, 
afterward  styled  Killing-worth.  It  was  that 
portion  of  the  town  afterward  set  off,  in  1838,  , 

as  the  town  of  Clinton.  They  were  the  first 
settlers  there,  and  it  is  believed,  were  the  first 
persons  bearing  the  name  of  “Stevens’’  who  ; 
came  to  Connecticut. 

John  Stevens  and  his  wife  Alary  had  chil-  f 
dren : Mary,  born  in  1624  ; Thomas,  1628; 

William,  1630;  and  John,  1632. 

Thomas  Stevens,  born  in  1628,  in  the  1 
County  of  Kent,  England!,;  married  Mary  I cl 
Fletcher,  and  died  in  Killingwo-rth,  Conn.,  in  1 
1685.  His  children  were  : John,  born  in  1651 ; J - 
Alary,  1653;  Rebecca,  1655;  Sarah,  1657;  H fr 
John,  1660-61;  Thomas,  1661-62;  Timothy,  j 1 
1664,  Joseph,  1666  ; Abigail,  1666;  Elizabeth,  * I 
1668  ; Ebenezer,  1669-70;  Phebe,  1671-72;  and 
Jonathan,  1674-75.  ‘ 

William  Stevens,  son  of  John,  the  emigrant, 
born  in  1630,  married  (first)  in  1652-53  Alary  1 
Aleigs,  and  (second)  Sarah  Carpenter,  widow  f 
of  Davnl  A.  Lord,  and  had  children  : John, 

born  in  1653-54;  Samuel,  1656-57;  Nathaniel, 
1658-59;  Nathaniel  (2),  1661;  Judith,  1663;  f fc 
Josiah,  1670;  and  Mary,  1677. 

Josiah  Stevens,  son  of  William,  born  in  ■■■ 
1670,  died  in  1754.  He  was  the  direct  ancestor  | 
of  the  Stevens  family  who  settled  in  Norfolk,  1 ''  r 
Conn.  Josiah  Stevens  left  three  sons,  one  of  I 4 
these  being  Elnathan,  whose  eighth  child  was 
Hiel,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject. 

Hiel  Stevens  was  born  Alarch  22,  1737, 
married  Jane  Kelsey,  born  in  1740,  and  died  in 
March,  1784.  Their  second  child,  Elias,  born  ; aia 
September  22,  1764,  was  the  grandfather  of  j , str& 


George  I. 

Elias  Stevens  was  a native  of  the  town  of  ’ jear 
Clinton.  He  followed  the  trade  of  blacksmith 
and  also  engaged  in  farming.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  enlisted  in  the  Patriot  army  and  was 
located  at  West  Point  throughout  his  three 


years’  service,  the  war  closing  at  that  time.  Re- 
turning to  his  home,  he  again  took  up  his  trade, 
working  at  same  through  the  winters  and 
managing  his  farm  through  the  summers,  his 


estate  being  located  on  what  is  now  known  as . y;. 

Prospect  Hill,  in  Clinton,  where  he  died  June  Vf,.. 
7,  1852.  On  January  24,  1787,  Elias  Stevens, 
married  Lucella  Chapman,  a native  of  Clinton, 
born  September  14,  1776,  who  died  September 
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24,  1839;  her  father,  Jedediah  Chapman,  lived 
to  be  over  ninety  years  of  age.  The  children  of 
this  marriage  were  as  follows : Hiel,  who 

married  Maria  L.  Chapman,  was  a seafaring 
man,  but  spent  his  last  days  in  Clinton,  dying 
at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  in  Espyville,  Pa., 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  Polly  was  twice  mar- 
ried both  times  to  a Miller.  Charles  first  mar- 
ried Polly  Wilcox,  and  later  Mrs.  Polly  Carter; 
he  was  a farmer,  and  served  as  sheriff  of  Mid- 
dlesex county,  holding  the  office  of  deputy  for 
many  years.  Elias  R.,  a shoemaker,  located  in 
Georgia,  and  later  returned  to  Clinton,  where 
he  died;  he  married  Millicent  Wilcox.  Samuel 
L.  married  Polly  Kelsey;  he  was  a tailor  and 
clothier,  a deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church 
and  died  in  Clinton.  Harvey,  who  married 
Betsey  Kilbourne,  was  a blacksmith  and  farm- 
er, and  lived  in  Clinton.  Louisa  married 
Stephen  Wilcox.  Nathaniel  F.  was  the  father 
of  our  subject.  Jedadiah,  who  married  Ada- 
line  Wright,  was  a farmer  and  blacksmith,  and 
lived  on  the  homestead.  Henry,  born  in  1810, 
died  in  1811. 

Capt.  Nathaniel  F.  Stevens,  the  father  of 
our  subject  was  born  December  4,  1803,  on 
Cow  Hill,  now  Prospect  Hill,  in  the  town  of 
Clinton.  At. the  age  of  fifteen  he  left  home  to 
learn  the  trade  of  tailor  from  his  brother  Sam- 
uel, who  owned  an  establishment  in  New 
Haven,  three  years  later  moving  to  Waynes- 
boro, Burke  Co.,  Ga.,  and  later  to  Washington, 
in  the  same  State.  For  about  ten  years  Mr. 
Stevens  remained  in  Georgia,  in  1830  coming 
to  Essex,  where  he  opened  up  a grocery  and 
provision  store,  and  also  conducted  a tailoring 
establishment.  For  many  years  he  was  in  part- 
nership with  John  S.  Chapman,  who  was  also 
a tailor,  in  (he  building  now  standing  on  Main 
street,  and  at  present  occupied  by  the  Frank- 
lin market.  This  connection  lasted  for  many 
years,  the  firm  being  known  as  Stevens  & Chap- 
man. Later  Mr.  Stevens  disposed  of  his  in- 
terest to  Mr.  Chapman  and  went  to  New  York, 
where  he  made  his  home  with  his  son  and 
daughter,  when  our  subject  moved  to  Essex' 
.coming  with  him  and  becoming  an  honored 
resident  in  his  home.  Capt.  Stevens  gave  his 
first,  vote  to  John  Ouincy  Adams,  and  never 
voted  any  but  the  Whig  and  Republican  tickets  ; 
he  never  desired  any  official  recognition.  Long 
years  ago  he  united  with  the  Centcrbrook  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  a member  of  the  Essex  C ongrega- 


tional Church,  where  he  was  highly  esteemed. 
His  death  occurred  August  1,  1901.  He  was, 
at  his  advanced  age,  a remarkably  preserved 
man.  possessing  a wonderful  memory  and  all 
his  mental  faculties,  except  that  he  was  slightly 
deaf. 

Capt.  Stevens  married  Sarane  T.  Wilcox, 
who  was  born  in  Clinton  in  December,  1812, 
and  died  September  9,  1869,  in  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.  Her  parents  were  Edward  and  Sarane 
(Taylor)  Wilcox,  the  former  for  many 
years  postmaster  at  Clinton.  To  Capt.  and 
Mrs.  Stevens  two  children  were  born : Sarah 

A.  and  George  Ives.  The  daughter  married 
George  H.  Seeley,  of  New  York,  where  they 
now  reside,  he  being  a retired  manufacturer; 
they  have  four  children  William  C.,  Harry, 
George  and  Sarane. 

George  Ives  Stevens  was  born  October  30, 
1837,  in  Essex.  His  educational  opportunities 
were  superior,  as  he  was  sent  to  the  district 
school  and  later  became  a student  of  the  famous 
Hills  Academy,  then  conducted  by  Lucius 
Lyons.  This  school  offered  opportunities  far 
in  advance  of  any  other  in  the  locality,  and  had 
acquired  a reputation  far  and  wide,  receiving 
patronage  from  all  over  the  United  States, 
from  Cuba,  and  other  adjacent  countries.  Still 
later  Mr.  Stevens  was  sent  to  Deer  Hill  Semin- 
ary, at  Danbury,  Conn.,  and  there  ended  his 
school  life,  leaving  that  institution  to  follow  the 
sea.  Only  seventeen  years  old.  the  lad  shipped 
before  the  mast  on  the  London  packet  vessel 
“Rhine,”  built  by  Cornelius  Doanc.  a native  of 
Essex,  and  then  under  command  of  Capt.  Hill- 
house  Doane,  his  brother.  This  vessel  was  a 
large  one,  of  nearly  1,800  tons,  and  ran  be- 
tween New  York  and  English  ports.  Mr. 
Stevens’  wages  were  at  first  but  $6  a month, 
but  so  faithfully  did  he  perform  his  duties  that 
he  was  promoted  to  act  in  turn  as  boatswain, 
third  mate,  and  second  mate,  when  he  received 
$50  a month,  at  that  time  regarded  as  munifi- 
cent wages.  He  made  two  voyages  in  this 
capacity,  but  seeing  no  promise  of  being  able 
to  gain  command  of  a vessel,  with  a sufficient 
compensation  for  the  work  and  responsibility, 
he  resigned  his  position,  although  he  was  of- 
fered the  situation  of  first  mate  on  his  boat. 
Four  years  had  thus  passed,  when,  in  1858.  he 
located  in  New  York  City,  engaging  in  various 
enterprises  until  1861.  when  he  opened  a job- 
bing store,  in  partnership  with  Nathan  Seeley, 
at  Burling  slip,  under  the  firm  name  of  Seeley 
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& Stevens.  They  handled  tar,  pitch,  turpen- 
tine, rosin,  etc.,  later  adding  alcohol,  which 
they  handled  in  large  quantities,  and  they  also 
became  distributers  for  camphine,  a burning 
fluid,  made  of  turpentine.  While  the  camphine 
was  made  use  of  as  a lighting  fluid,  great  quan- 
tities of  it  passed  through  the  hands  of  this 
firm.  When  kerosene  took  the  place  of  the  dan- 
gerous and  explosive  camphine,  the  firm  was 
among  the  pioneer  dealers  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  buying  direct  from  the  wells  and  refin- 
eries, sometimes  finding  it  good  policy  to  ad- 
vance the  money  to  the  producer.  The  oil  was 
jobbed  in  large  quantities  all  over  the  world, 
this  jobbing  covering  the  period  from  1865  to 
1870. 

When  the  handling  of  oil  was  taken  from 
the  jobber,  Seeley  & Stevens  began  the  exten- 
sive handling  of  liquid  paint,  and  a stock  com- 
pany was  formed  for  the  manufacture  of  patent 
paints.  This  was  known  as  the  Averill  Chem- 
ical Paint  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Stevens  was 
treasurer  for  ten  years,  retiring  from  this  posi- 
tion when  he  gave  up  active  business.  The  firm 
of  Seeley  & Stevens  felt  a desire  to  withdraw 
from  so  active  a life  and  to  enjoy  the  rewards 
of  long  years  of  strenuous  work.  Disposing  of 
his  interests  in  the  firm,  Mr.  Stevens  came  to 
Essex  with  the  intention  of  making  it  his  fu- 
ture home;  purchasing  a desirable  place  there, 
he  has  refitted  it  in  modern  style,  and  owns  one 
of  the  most  delightful  as  well  as  comfortable 
residences  in  his  part  of  the  town.  His  sum- 
mers are  spent  at  his  cottage  in  Fenwick,  in 
the  town  of  Saybrook,  on  Long  Island  Sound. 

With  no  intention  of  remaining  an  active 
factor  in  business  life,  Mr.  Stevens  has  been 
obliged  by  circumstances  to  oversee  the  Essex 
Paint  Works.  Through  his  years  of  activity 
he  has  been  prominently  identified  with  many 
public  and  private  enterprises.  While  living  in 
New  York  he  was  a director  in  the  New  York 
& Japan  Trading  Company,  which  was  then 
and  is  still  a successful  company,  but  resigned 
when  he  left  that  city;  was  a director  in  the 
Lorillard  Insurance  Company  (a  reliable  com- 
pany, which  paid  all  obligations,  which  were 
severe  after  the  great  Chicago'  fire),  remaining 
a director  until  the  company  went  out  of  ex- 
istence; was  for  some  time  president  of  the 
Essex  AVoocl  Turning  Company,  but  resigned 
in  1898,  although  he  is  yet  a director;  and  is 
also  a director  of  the  Essex  Savings  Bank, 
and  vice-president  of  the  Saybrook  Bank.  So- 


cially Mr.  Stevens  was  a member  of  several 
yacht  clubs.  Politically  he  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, although  never  consenting  to  hold  pub- 
lic office,  even  when  urged  by  both  local  parties 
to  do  so.  Since  locating  in  Essex  Mr.  Stevens 
has  been  a very  public-spirited  citizen,  and 
every  worthy  project  has  received  his  hearty 
support.  Among  those  objects  greatly  in- 
debted to  his  liberality  are  the  Public  Library 
and  the  Essex  Opera  House. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  married,  in  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.,  February  8,  1876,  to'  Anna  B.  Cox,  a native 
of  Brooklyn,  daughter  of  William  H.  Cox,  a 
well  known  financier  and  president  of  the  Me- 
chanics Bank,  on  AArall  street.  Four  children 
have  come  to  this  union;  May  B.,  born  No- 
vember 18,  1876;  George  J.,  born  in  1878, 
who  died  in  1879;  G.  Frost,  born  in  1880,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen ; and  Paul  M.,  born 
December  2,  1883.  Mr.  Stevens  is  a member  of 
no  secret  organizations,  nor  of  any  religious 
order,  although  he  advocates  and  supports 
every  measure  of  religion,  education  or  prog- 
ress which  comes  to  his  notice  and  proves 
worthy  of  his  generosity.  Among  the  people 
of  Essex,  where  he  has  chosen  to  make  his 
home,  is  beloved  and  esteemed,  there  probably 
being  no  more  popular  man  in  Essex  town  than 
George  Ives'  Stevens. 


DANIEL  D.  SILLIMAN  (deceased) ,-  for 
many  years  a well  known  and  prominent  citi-  1 
zen  of  Chester,  was  identified’ with  the  best  in-  ' 
terests  of  the  place  where  he  spent  his  life.  He  [ 
was  born  July  10,  t8i6,  in  Chester,  in  the  house  | 
now  occupied  by  his  son,  Frederick  W.,  son  of  1 
Samuel  and  Anne  H.  (Shipman)  Silliman. 

Mr.  Silliman'' s emigrant  ancestor,  Daniel 
Silliman,  went  from  Holland  to'  England  and  \ 
thence  came  to  America,  settling  at  Fairfield,  j I 
Conn.,  in  1658.  He  was  twice  married,  (first) 
to  Peaceable  Egleton,  and  (second)  to  Hannah  ; 
Hendrickson,  and  had  three  children,  Daniel, 
Thomas  and  Robert. 

(II)  Robert  Silliman,  son  of  Daniel,  died 
in  1749.  He  married  Sarah  Hull,  and  they  had 
six  children,  Nathaniel,  Sarah,  Robert  ( 2 ) ,- 
Martha,  Rebecca  and  Ebenezer. 

(III)  Robert  Silliman  (2),  born  September 

26,  1716,  died  April  9,  1781.  On  November 
10,  1740,  he  was  married  to  Anna  Cook,; 
daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  Cook,  of  Bridgeport. ; 
She  died  September  3,  1778,  aged  sixty-one.  | 
Their  children  were:  Samuel  Cook,  John, 
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Thomas.  William,  Joseph,  Rhyoda,  Ann,  Ann 
(2),  and  Sarah.  Robert  Silliman  (2)  was  a 
graduate  of  Yale,  1737,  was  a minister,  and 
faithfully  served  the  Congregational  Church 
at  New  Canaan,  Conn.,  for  thirty  years,  from 
February  3,  1742.  On  January  29,  1772, 
he  removed  to-  Chester,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
the  minister  for  nine  and  one-half  years.  He 
died  April  9,  1781,  in  Chester. 

(IV)  Thomas  Silliman,  son  of  Rev.  Rob- 

ert, died  May  26,  1839,  aged  ninety-one.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Chester,  and  a deacon  in  the  same. 
He  married  Lydia  Warner,  who  died  Decem- 
ber 20,  1788,  and  to  this  union  came  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Thomas,  William,  Samuel, 

Ann  and  Lydia.  He  married  for  his  second 
wife  Huldah  Dunk,  by  whom  he  had  children: 
Sarah,  Jonathan,  Edwin  and  Daniel.  The 
mother  died  September  2,  1874,  aged  ninety- 
five.  1 

(V)  Samuel  Silliman,  son  of  Thomas  by 

his  first  wife,  Lydia  (Warner),  was  born  July 
17,  1786.  and  died  June  1 6,  1S74,  in  Chester. 
He  married  Anne  Hannah  Shipman,  daughter 
oif  Col.  Edward  Shipman,  who  was  a Revolu- 
tionary soldier.  .Samuel  Silliman  was  a joiner, 
and  afterward  a manufacturer:  Their  chil- 
dren were : Samuel  Carlos,  Joseph  Edward, 

Sarah  Ann,  Lydia,  Daniel  D.,  Joseph  E.  (2), 
Joanna,  Thomas,  Frederick  and  Cordelia,  all 
deceased,  save  Thomas,  who  lives  in  New 
Mexico,  engaged  in  mining. 

Daniel  D.  Silliman  received  his  education 
in  ithe  district  schools  of  his  neighborhood, 
and  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  in  1832,  became  in- 
interested  in  a company  with  his  father  and 
brothers,  S.  C'.  and  Joseph  E.,  and  Deacon 
Ezra  Southworth,  for  the  purpose  of  manufac- 
turing wooden  counting-house  and  school  ink- 
stands:  wooden  lamp  brackets,  which  found 
ready  sale;  wooden  twine  boxes:  chessmen, and 
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other  wooden  novelties.  The  glass-lined  wo  id- 
ea inkstands  were  their  own  patent,  and  sold 
all  over  the  United  States.  During  the  Civil 
war  they  manufactured  wooden  pocket  ink- 
stands, which  were  purchased  by  the  soldiers. 
So  numerous  were  their  orders  during  the  war 
that  the  factory  ran  night  and  day,  and  gave 
emplovment  to  fort\  men  and  girls,  paying 
good  wages.  In  tin  ic  the  name  w as  changed  to 
S.  Silliman  & Co.,  our  subject  and  Joseph  L. 
becoming  the  owners,  and  it  was  continued 
under  that  style  during  the  ten  lindcr  "I  his 


life.  As  changes  were  made  in  school  and 
I office  furniture,  the  demand  for  the  wooden 
inkstands  declined,  and  of  late  years  the  fac- 
tory was  not  kept  running  all  the  time,  but 
only  to  fill  orders.  Mr.  Silliman  was  very  ac- 
tive until  a few  weeks  before  his  sudden 
death,  on  April  22,  1896;  a few  hours  later, 
the  same  day,  the  elder  brother,  S.  Carlos,  lay 
cold  in  death,  the  latter  dying  at  his  home  in 
another  part  of  the  town ; he  passed  away  in 
the  evening  while  Daniel  died  in  the  morning. 

In  1848  Mr.  Silliman  was  married  to  Sa- 
rah Warner,  a native  of  Chester,  daughter  of 
Judge  Ely  and  Sarah  H.  Warner.  She  died 
March  27,  1891,  the  mother  of  four  children; 
Frederick  William  married  Mary  E.  Fargo; 
Sarah  A.  married  S.  S.  Webb,  and  lived  in 
Chester,  where  she  died;  Katie  W.  is  the  wife 
of  R.  C.  Tyler,  of  Chester;  Carrie  R.  is  un- 
married. 

Mr.  Silliman  was  a stanch  Republican,  and 
was  very  active  in  local  affairs ; represented 
Chester  in  the  State  Legislature,  in  1877;  held 
the  office  of  first  selectman  for  many  years, 
and  was  a member  of  the  school  board  from 
1872  tO'  1875.  Being  deeply  interested  in  edu- 
cational matters,  he  did  all  he  could  to  establish 
good  schools.  Fond  of  music,  he  led  the  choir 
at  the  Congregational  Church  for  a number 
I of  years,  taught  several  bands,  and  led  them 
with  his  favorite  instrument,  the  bugle;  lie  or- 
ganized the  Chester  drum  corps  in  1868,  and 
remained  a member  of  it  until  failing  strength 
! necessitated  his  resignation.  Loved  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him,  in  his  death 
Chester  lost  a valuable  citizen,  and  its  people 
a good  friend. 

CHARLES  PARKS  SAGE,  a prominent 
citizen  of  Cromwell,  and  a descendant  of  an 
old  and  respected  family,  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  affairs  of  his  community. 

The  first  of  the  Sage  family  to  come  to 
America  was  David  Sage,  who  was  born  in 
1 ( >3<  j in  Wales,  and  came  to  Middletown,  Conn., 
in  tW2.  lie  took  up  thirteen  acres  of  land, 
and  built  a home  for  himself,  lie  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  the  town,  and  his  name  first 
appears  in  the  town  records  of  1664.  I lie 
stone  marking  his  grave  is  still  standing  in  the 
old  Riverside  cemetery,  at  the  north  end  of 
Main  street,  in  Middletown.  He  died  in  March, 
1703.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Kirby,  be- 
came bis  wife  in  l ebruarv,  1(164,  and  this  is 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


678 


the  record  of  their  children : David,  born  in 

1665;  John,  born  in  1668;  Elizabeth,  born  in 
1670  ; and  Mary,  born  in  1672,  who  became  the 
mother  of  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  known  as 
the  “Father  of  Episcopacy”  in  New  England, 
and  the  first  president  of  King’s  College  in  New 
York,  which  institution  has  been  known  since 
the  Revolution  as  Columbia  College.  After  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Sage,  David  married 
Mary  Wilcox,  in  1673,  and  to  this  union  were 
born:  Jonathan,  in  1674;  Timothy,  in  1678; 
and  Nancy  and  Marcy,  twins,  in  1680. 

Timothy  Sage,  son  of  David,  died  in  1725, 
and  was  buried  in  Cromwell.  He  married  Mar- 
garet Hurlburt,  and  to  them  came  the  follow- 
ing children:  Samuel,  born  in  1709;  Mercy, 

in  1712;  Timothy,  in  1714;  Mary,  in  1716; 
David,  in  1718;  Solomon,  in  1720;  Amos,  in 
1722.  The  last  named  was  the  father  of  five 
sons  and  three  daughters,  one  of  whom,  Na- 
than Sage,  was  the  “Paul  Jones”  of  his  native 
village.  During  the  Revolution  he  was  a pri- 
vateer, and  brought  his  prize  into  New  London 
— a British  transport  loaded  with  gunpowder. 
The  privateer  “Ranger”  was  a refugee  vessel 
and  did  much  damage  to  the  coast,  capturing 
many  Colonial  schooners  and  small  vessels. 
The  brig  “Middletown,”  and  the  sloops  “Ra- 
ven" and  Eagle,”  under  Capts.  Sage,  Havens 
and  Conklin,  cut  her  out  at  Sag  Harbor,  and 
came  back  to  New  London  with  her  in  tri- 
umph. Capt.  Sage  was  admitted  to  the  floor 
of  Congress  as  a compliment  for  his  part  in 
this  daring  adventure.  Capt.  Conklin  is  sup- 
posed to*  have  been  a grandfather  of  Roscoe 
Colliding.  The  second  son  of  Amos  Sage,  Eli- 
sha, born  in  1779,  was  the  father  of  Russell 
Sage,  the  noted  New  York  financier. 

Timothy  Sage,  the  next  in  line  to*  Charles 
P.,  married  Mary  Warner,  and  had  the  fol- 
lowing family:  Timothy,  born  in  1743;  Lu- 

diah,  in  1749;  Ludiah  (2),  in  1754;  Epaphras, 
in  1757;  Mary,  in  1759. 

Capt.  Epaphras  Sage  married  Elizabeth 
Ranney,  of  Cromwell,  and  lived  in  the  Nooks, 
in  Cromwell,  near  the  home  of  Charles  Parks 
Sage,  in  1800,  building  the  home  in  which  that 
gentleman  is  now  living,  and  which  is  still  in 
fine  condition.  When  a young  man  he  served 
in  the  Revolution,  and  was  in  after  years  a 
lieutenant  and  then  a captain  of  the  local  train 
band.  He  was  extensively  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  was  prominent  in  the  management  of 
financial  matters,  being  especially  proficient  in 


settling  estates  and  appraising  land.  To  him 
was  born  the  following  family  : ( 1 ) Eliza- 

beth, born  in  1780,  married  a Mr.  Beckwith. 
(2)  Justus,  born  in  1782,  was  a captain  in 
the  West  Indies  trade,  and  married  Mary  Kir- 
by ; he  died  in  Cromwell.  ( 3 ) Betsy  was  born 
in  1784.  (4)  Sarah,  born  in  1789,  married  Al- 
len Butler,  lived  in  Cromwell,  and  died  at  a 
good  old  age.  (5)  Caroline,  born  in  1791, 
was  never  married.  (6)  Epaphras,  born  in 
1793,  was  the- father  of  Charles  Parks  Sage. 
(7)  Ann.  born  in  1796,  married  Luther  Sage, 
of  Portland.  (8)  Maria,  born  in  1798,  mar- 
ried Charles  Parks,  and  lived  in  Springfield, 
Massachusetts. 

Epaphras  Sage  was  born  May  8,  1793,  a 
short  distance  from  where  his  son  Charles  P. 
is  now  living,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
Nooks  District  school.  When  he  reached  adult 
years  he  devoted  himself  to  farming,  which 
was  his  lifelong  occupation,  and  he  died  in 
1853,  on  the  farm  where  he  was  born.  From 
his  father  he  inherited  a small  piece  of  land, 
and  later  bought  out  the  other  heirs  of  the  pa- 
ternal estate.  A quiet  and  peaceful  man, 
through  habits  of  industry  and  perseverance  he 
became  successful.  Mr.  Sage  was  married  to 
Salome  Goodrich,  a native  of  Rocky  Hill,  born 
in  1803,  daughter  of  Alpheus  Goodrich,  a farm- 
er. Mrs.  Sage  died  March  14,  1874.  To 
them  were  born  the  following  children  : Charles 
Parks;  Henry  Lewis,  born  June  21,  1831,  who 
died  March  19,  1880;  Mary  Ann,  born  Febru- 
ary 14,  1836,  who  died  May  16,  following; 
and  John  Luther,  born  December  2,  1843,  who 
married  Esther  Nash,  and  was  a farmer  in 
Cromwell. 

Charles  Parks  Sage  was  born  December 
26,  1829,  in  the  house  just  west  of  his  present 
home,  now  occupied  by  Charles  Bowers.  Be- 
tween the  ages  of  five  and  ten  years  he  attend- 
ed the  city  schools  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  while 
he  was  making  his  home  with  his  aunt,  Ann 
Sage,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  he  passed  the  en- 
trance examination  of  Cromwell  Academy, 
then  attended  by  nearly  eighty  scholars,  where 
he  had  for  his  teachers  George  Thatcher,  Ja- 
red Owen  Knapp,  Rollin  D.  PI.  Allen  and  Will- 
iam S.  Wright.  With  his  attendance  at  the 
academy  his  school  days  ended,  and  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  he  entered  the  factory  of  Seth 
North,  at  Cromwell.  He  soon  transferred 
himself  to  the  factory  of  J.  & E.  Stevens,  as 
bookkeeper,  and  as  he  became  a young  man 
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set  up  a factory  for  himself,  which  he  did  not 
retain  in  his  own  hands  very  long.  After  the 
death  of  his  father  he  returned  to  the  farm, 
and  as  he  was  the  eldest  in  the  family  much  of 
the  responsibility  for  the  care  of  his  mother, 
who  resided  in  later  years  with  her  son  John, 
fell  upon  him.  He  afterward  bought  out  his 
brother  Henry,  and  has  since  conducted  the 
farm  with  much  success.  He  is  a director  in 
the  Cromwell  Creamery  Association,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  organizers. 

Mr.  Sage  was  married  November  24,  1852, 
to  Miss  C.  Elizabeth  Thayer,  who  was  born 
in  Glastonbury  March  31,  1833,  and  when 
quite  a young  girl,  moved  to  Rocky  Hill  with 
her  parents,  Jonathan  and  Laura  (Chapman) 
Thayer.  To  this  marriage  came  the  follow- 
ing children  : ( 1 ) Arthur  Frank,  born  August 

27,  1854,  died  SqEember  8,  1880.  (2)  Hat- 

tie A.,  born  February  24,  1859,  married  June 
25.  1883,  Rev.  Frank  Townsend,  a Methodist 
clergyman,  then  living  in  Parkersburg,  W.  Va., 
now  located  in  Buckhannon,  W.  Ya.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them,  Grace  and  Ar- 
thur. (3)  Charles  Parks,  born  May  11,  1867, 
died  June  28,  same  year.  (4)  Cornelia  Eliz- 
abeth. born  August  1,  1874,  married  Edward 
W.  Bowers,  a bookkeeper  employed  in  Hart- 
ford, and  has  one  son,  Dwight. 

Mr.  Sage  is  a Republican  in  political  senti- 
ment. He  was  selectman  for  three  years,  and 
a representative  in  the  State  Legislature  in 
1884  and  1885,  serving  on  the  Agricultural 
committee,  of  which  he  was  clerk.  Socially 
I Mr.  Sage  is  affiliated  with  Washington  Lodge, 
No.  81,  F.  & A.  M.,  where  he  has  served  as 
master  three  years.  A man  much  interested  in 
local  affairs,  he  is  highly  respected  and  has 
many  friends. 


WILLIAM  WIRT  JENNINGS,  one  of 
the  prominent  business  men  of  Deep  River, 
who  has  been  associated  with  its  growth  and 
prosperity,  and  whose  family  is  one  of  the  old- 
est in  New  England,  and  connected  closely 
with  its  history,  was  born  in  Easton,  Fairfield 
C o.,  Conn.,  September  9,  1836,  son  of  Isaac 
and  Esther  (French)  Jennings,  and  a grand- 
son of  Stephen  Jennings,  all  natives  of  Easton. 

Isaac  Jennings  was  an  extensive  farmer, 
although  he  was  also  engaged  in  other  lines  of 
business.  In  politics  lie  was  a W hig,  and  later 
a Republican,  and  held  various  town  offices. 


His  death  occurred  when  he  was  but  forty- 
nine,  but  his  widow  survived  him  until  she 
reached  the  age  of  seventy-three.  Both  were 
consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Their  three  children  were:  Jane,  who  married 
Charles  R.  Brothwell ; Marshall,  who  married 
Mary  Patterson,  daughter  of  Dr.  Patterson, 
of  Easton,  Conn.,  and  wtho  died  in  Derby, 
Conn.,  aged  forty;  and  our  subject. 

/ William  Wirt  Jennings  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  and  Easton  Academy,  re- 
ceiving an  excellent  education,  and  after 
graduating,  taught  school  himself  for  seven 
or  eight  years.  In  1861,  fired  w'ith  the  spirit 
of  patriotism,  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Twen- 
ty-third Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
was  stationed  along  the  railroad  leading  from 
New  Orleans.  The  regiment  saw  considerable 
service  in  skirmish  and  garrison  duty,  and  Mr. 
Jennings,  after  bearing  a worthy  part,  was 
honorably  discharged  with  his  regiment.  Re- 
turning to  Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  Mr. 
Jennings  resumed  his  duties  as  a school 
teacher,  alternating  with  mercantile  ven- 
tures until  1876,  when  he  devoted  his 
entire  attention  to  mercantile  lines.  In 
1885  he  disposed  of  his  business  and  removed 
to  Deep  River  to  take  charge  of  the  affairs  of 
his  uncle,  Rev.  Russell  Jennings.  In  1885  a 
co-partnership  was  formed  under  the  name  of 
the  Russell  Jennings  Manufacturing  Company. 
In  this  Mr.  Jennings  became  a stockholder  and 
was  elected  assistant  treasurer,  which  position 
he  retained  until  1S95,  when  the  company  was 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State  as  a 
joint  stock  corporation,  and  Mr.  Jennings  was 
elected  vice-president,  which  position  he  still 
holds.  In  1888  Rev.  Russell  Jennings  died  and 
our  subject  had  charge  of  the  settlement  of 
his  large  estate,  which  was  completed  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

On  October  5,  1866,  Mr.  Jennings  was 
married  in  Easton,  Conn.,  to  Anna  M.  Seeley, 
(daughter  of  Ezra  S.  Seeley),  who  died  in  Au- 
gust, 1877,  aged  fortv-four.  The  two  children 
born  of  this  union  were:  Ernest  A.,  horn  Inly 
28,  1871,  is  bookkeeper  for  the  Russell  Jen- 
nings Manufacturing  Company:  and  Jennie, 

I born  February  13,  1869,  (lied  at  the  age  of 
I two.  On  September  12,  1887,  Mr.  Jennings 
married  .\lid a B.  Stevens,  of  Deep  River,  one 
of  the  three  children—  two  sons  and  a damrh- 
ter— -of  Hcnrv  G.  and  Ann  I.  ( Pratt)  Stevens. 
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Mrs.  Jennings’  brothers  are:  Henry  G.,  in 

business  in  New  York  City;  and  Albert  P.,  of 
Deep  River. 

In  politics  Mr.  Jennings  is  a strong  Repub- 
lican, and  while  in  Easton  was  selectman  for  a 
number  of  years  ; tax  collector  many  years  ; and 
represented  the  town  in  Legislature  in  the  ses- 
sion of  1 88 1.  Since  coming  to  Deep  River  he 
has  been  equally  prominent,  having  been  select- 
man a number  of  terms,  and  in  1888,  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  Legislature.  In  re- 
ligious matters  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jennings  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  the  former  be- 
ing a member  in  Easton  and  the  latter  in  Deep 
River.  They  are  well  known  and  highly  re- 
spected, both  in  Easton  and  Deep  River. 

LYMAN  POST,  deceased.  A beautiful 
home,  shaded  by  stately  elms,  situated  on  the 
road  to1  West  Beach,  in  the  town  of  Westbrook, 
Middlesex  Co.,  is  a reminder  to  the  commun- 
ity that  here  once  lived  one  of  its  most  just  and 
generous  men,  a kind  husband  and  father,  and 
a neighbor  who  was  all  the  word  implies.  Ly- 
man Post  came  from  a good  old  family,  and 
in  the  biographical  works  he  so-  loved  to  read, 
there  was  no  more  honorable  name  than  his 
own. 

In  1635  Stephen  Post  came  from  England' 
and  settled  on  the  south  side  of  the  Charles 
river,  buying  twelve  acres  of  land.  Later,  he 
became  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Hart- 
ford, whither  he  removed  with  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker.  In  1649  lie  resided  in  Saybrook, 
where  he  died  ten  years  later.  His  son  Abra- 
ham carried  on  this  branch  of  the  family,  and 
passed  out  of  life  in  1671,  leaving  a son,  Abra- 
ham, who  was  one  of  the  founders  of  and  the 
first  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Westbrook.  The  last  named  married  Eliza- 
beth Stevens,  and  their  children  were : Anne, 

Elizabeth,  Abraham,  John,  Nathaniel,  Nathan, 
Mary,  and  Mindwell. 

John  Post  son  of  Abraham  (2),  married 
Lydia  Bushnell,  and  their  youngest  son,  Josh: 
ua,  was  the  next  in  line. 

Joshua  Post  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming  in  the  Pond  Meadow  District  of  W est- 
brook.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Patriot  army, 
and  served  his  country  faithfully  in  the  war  of' 
the  Revolution,  participating  in  many  of  the 
stirring  scenes  and  battles  of  that  war,  includ- 
ing Crown  Point,  Ticonderoga,  etc. 

The  following  incident  is  related  of  this 


brave  man : While  at  Crown  Point  he  was 

taken  sick,  and  was  granted  a furlough,  and 
with  two'  other  soldiers,  started  for  home. 
They  had  their  knapsacks,  but  no  firearms! 
While  passing  through  a long  stretch  of  woods* 
being  weary  from  the  painful  march,  Mr.  Post 
sat  down  on  a fallen  log  tO'  rest  while  his  com- 
rades walked  slowly  on,  disappearing  behind  a 
turn  in  the  road.  Hearing  a noise,  he  looked 
around,  and  was  startled  to  see  a panther 
which,  having  evidently  scented  them,  was 
now  close  upon  him  and  ready  to  spring. 
Quickly  regaining  his  feet,  he  seized  his  knap- 
sack and  threw  it  at  the  beast,  at  the  same 
time  uttering  a frenzied  yell  which  SO'  fright- 
ened the  animal  that  it  quickly  turned  and  fled. 
He  at  once  hurried  on  and  met  his  comrades, 
who  were  returning,  they  having  heard  his 
cries  of  distress. 

It  is  further  related  that,  after  the  panther 
episode,  these  soldiers  came  to>  a clearing  on 
which  was  the  home  of  a settler,  and  the  rude 
fence  surrounding  the  same  was  covered  with 
bear-skins  to  keep  the  panthers,  then  quite  nu- 
merous, away  from  the  house.  Joshua  Post 
died  at  his  home  in  Westbrook  in  1825,  and  his 
remains  lie  in  the  old  Westbrook  graveyard. 
He  married  Anne  Jones  and  their  children 


were:  Ezra;  Jerusha;  Ashbel ; Joshua;  Zin-  ■ 

ah;  Anne;  Lydia;  Diana;  Henry;  and  Isaiah. 

All  of  these  sons  settled  in  Ohio  and  New 
York  State  except  Isaiah,  who  remained  with  [ 
his  father. 

Isaiah  Post,  father  of  Lyman,  was  born  ' 
December  29,  1788,  in  the  Pond  Meadow  Dis- 
trict of  Westbrook,  and  followed  farming  all 
his  active  life,  residing  on  the  old  homestead. 

He  served  for  a short  time  during  the  war 
of  1812,  and  was  chosen  sergeant  in  the  local  1 
militia,  in  the  Sixth  Company,  Seventh  Regi- 
ment, his  commission,  issued  by  Lieut.-Col. 
John  Brainerd,  of  Haddam,  being  dated  Sep-  j 
tember  20,  1816.  Later  he  was  appointed  en- 
sign, this  commission  being  dated  July  1,  1822, 
and  signed  by  Oliver  Wolcott,  then  governor 
of  Connecticut.  Both  of  these  valuable  papers 
are  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  E.  A.  Lynne,  his 
granddaughter.  A stanch  Whig,  he  later  be- 
came a Republican,  and  was  a member  and  lib- 


eral supporter  of  the  Congregational  Church 
of  his  town.  A man  who  had  led  a most  ex-  ; 
emplary  life,  he  possessed  the  esteem  of  all,  and 
he  passed  away  April  9,  1873,  bi  the  respect  1 
which  the  life  of  a good  man  receives.  His  j 
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first  wife  was  Lydia  Doane,  born  in  Westbrook, 
a daughter  of  Joel  Doane,  who  was  a pen- 
sioner of  the  Revolutionary  war.  She  died 
in  1835,  the  mother  of  children  as  follows: 
Lyman,  our  subject;  Anne,  who  married  Albert 
Kelsey;  Loxea,  who>  married  Charles  Kelsey; 
Harriet,  who  married  Philo-  Kelsey,  the  three 

- brothers  marrying  the  three  sisters ; Henrietta, 
who  married  Deacon  Isaac  Spencer ; Emeline, 
who  married  Arza  Wright ; and  William,  who 
married  Mary  Wright.  The  second  marriage 
of  Mr.  Post,  in  1841,  was  to  Jerusha  Pratt, 
daughter  of  Jesse  Pratt,  of  Winthrop,  Conn. ; 
her  death  occurred  in  1871. 

Lyman  Post  was  born  in  the  Pond  Mead- 
ow District  of  Westbrook,  on  October  30, 
1812,  and  attended  the  district  schools  and 
the  academy  at  Westbrook.  Soon  after  leav- 
ing school  he  formed  a partnership  with  his 

- cousin,  Mr.  Buell,  in  the  opening  of  a tin  store 
in  Clinton,  the  firm  name  being  Post  & Buell, 
and  the  business  prospered  well.  Later,  ow- 
ing to  heavy  losses,  Mr.  Post  was  obliged  to 
meet  the  obligations  alone,  which  he  did  in  an 
honorable  manner,  paying  the  entire  indebted- 
ness to  the  last  cent.  Closing  out  the  busi- 
ness, he  came  to  Westbrook  and  purchased 
from  his  father  a small  tract  of  land  where  his 
late  home  now  stands,  soon  paying  for  it,  as 
he  proved  a successful  farmer,  and  in  1836,  he 
erected  the  present  commodious  residence. 
Continuing  to  farm,  Mr.  Post  also  engaged, 
with  success,  in  pound  fishing  for  shad,  and  be- 
came one-fifth  owner  of  the  Salt  Works  Fish- 
ery Company,  which  was  composed  of  West- 
brook parties,  this  combination  lasting  as  long 
as  the  fishing  was  profitable. 

Mr.  Post  was  a type  of  the  self-made  man 
who,  by  industry,  honesty  and  economy,  ac- 
cumulates an  independent  fortune.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  owned  200  acres  of  val- 
uable land,  ninety  acres  of  which  surrounded 
the  homestead,  and  this  was  considered  one  of 
the  finest  farms  in  Middlesex  countv.  Mr. 
Post  was  a scientific  farmer,  read  the  literature 
pertaining  to  his  business,  watched  results,  and 
finally  proved  that  his  ideas  were  right  to  many 
of  his  doubting  neighbors,  who  followed  his 
example.  In  the  old  homestead  are  some  val- 
uable relics,  among  them  a collection  of  art i - 
clcs  made  from  the  wood  of  the  old  Charter 
Oak  by  J.  A.  Most,  a cabinet  maker  of  Hart 
ford,  and  which  was  exhibited  In  him  at  the 
Centennial  exhibition  in  Philadelphia,  in  1876. 


i When  this  valuable  collection  was  ready  to  be 
shipped  to  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Post  advanced 
the  necessary  funds  to  insure  the  transfer.  Mr. 
Most  expected  to  realize  on  the  sale  of  the  same 
but  he  fixed  an  extremely  high  price  on  the 
collection,  the  sale  was  not  consummated,  and 
the  collection  came  eventually  into  Mr.  Post’s 
hands,  in  liquidation  of  the  debt  incurred.  Mr. 
Post  during  his  life, -expressed  the  hope  that 
this  collection  might  eventually  be  included 
among  the  historic  relics  in  Hartford  and  be- 
come the  property  of  the  State.  Included  in 
the  collection  is  a fine  piano,  which,  with  the 
other  valuable  articles,  is  greatly  admired  by 
the  many  interested  visitors  who  have  been 
coming  from  time  to  time  to  view  the  same. 

Among  the  interests  which  made  Mr.  Post 
a man  of  intelligence  in  the  community  was 
his  love  of  good  reading,  by  which  he  was  con- 
stantly surrounded,  and  his  various  trips  to 
visit  relatives  and  to  see  some  of  the  world 
outside  his  home.  The  beautiful  elms  around 
his  residence  were  planted  by  his  own  hands, 
and  were  always  a source  of  pleasure  and  ad- 
miration. Mr.  Post  died  March  15.  1897,  and' 
a beautiful  monument  marks  his  resting  place 
: in  the  new  cemetery. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Post  was  to  Car- 
: oline  Jones,  a native  of  Westbrook,  daughter 
of  Asa  Jones,  of  that  place.  Her  death  oc- 
curred in  1846.  Tlie  children  of  this  union 
I were:  Lyman  Eckford,  born  in  1840,  who 

married  Susan  Looker ; Lydia,  born  in  1842, 
who  married  George  Chalker ; and  Caroline  1L. 
born  in  1844,  who  married  Carlos  H.  Chap- 
I man.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Post,  on 
May  9,  1850,  was  to  Mrs.  Lydia  Bushnell,  wid- 
ow of  Charles  Bushnell,  who  was  born  June  14. 
1825,  daughter  of  William  and  Lydia  (King) 
Griffin,  and  now  resides  on  the  homestead.  The 
children  of  this  marriage  were:  Harriett  Au- 

gusta and  Henry  Augustus,  twins;  Harriett 
married  Elmer  A.  Lynne,  and  they  now  reside 
on  the  homestead,  Mr.  Lynne  conducting  a 
successful  meat  business  in  Westbrook:  Henry 
married  Adeline  \\  right,  for  his  first  wife,  and 
later,  Mrs.  Sarah  Emmons,  of  Riverton.  Conn., 
(lie  is  a joiner  and  carpenter  of  Westbrook)  ; 
and  Antoinette  married  Louis  A.  Merrill,  a 
farmer  in  the  town  of  Clinton. 

Mr.  Post  was  a stanch  and  intelligent  ob- 
server of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  advocating  them  actively,  and  he  was 
called  upon  to  serve  his  town  as  assessor,  mem- 
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ber  of  the  school  board,  and  selectman.  Like 
all  his  family  he  was  a consistent  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  giving  liberally  to 
its  support,  and  assisting  in  all  its  benevolent 
enterprises. 

FRANCIS  DANIELS  EDGERTON,  M. 
A.,  M.  D.  Of  all  the  professions  the  one 
most  useful  to  mankind  is  the  medical— the 
divine  art  of  healing.  The  ideal  physician 
is  he  who1  ever  thrusts  aside  his  own.  personal 
comfort  and  consecrates  his  life  to  the  thought- 
ful and  efficient  practice  of  his  profession,  and 
who  by  his  own  upright  and  clean  life  can 
inspire  confidence  and  respect  for  himself  and 
hope  in  the  hearts  of  the  afflicted.  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  is  fortunate  in  numbering  among 
her  citizens  an  earnest  exponent  of  the  high- 
est ideals  of  lofty  devotion  to  his  calling  in  the 
pei  son  of  Dr.  Francis  Daniels  Edgerton. 

Dr.  Edgerton  was  born  August  26,  1838, 
at  East  Hampton,  Conn.,  the  only  child  of 
Francis  Griswold  and  Marietta  (Daniels) 
Edgerton,  of  that  town.  His  paternal  grand- 
parents, Simon  and  Lucy  (Griswold)  Edger- 
ton, were  natives  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  his 
ancestor,  Richard  Edgerton,  was  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  of  that  place,  where  all  of 
his  ancestors  were  born,  the  Doctor  being  the 
first  one  of  his  line  born  outside  of  that  town. 

Dr.  Francis  Griswold  Edgerton,  father  of 
Francis  D.,  w!as  also'  a physician.  He  was 
born  at  Norwich  in  1797,  and  died  at  East 
Hampton  in  1870.  He  studied  medicine  with 
Philemon  Tracy  and  William  P.  Eaton,  both 
of  Norwich,  and  after  attending  two  courses 
of  lectures,  in  1824  and  1825,  at  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  received  his  diploma.  After  the  death 
of  old  Dr.  Richmond,  of  East  Hampton,  he 
located  there,  and  practiced  medicine  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  becoming  one  of  the  best- 
known  physicians  in  that  part  of  the  State. 
I11  personal  appearance  he  was  of  command- 
ing' presence,  being  over  six  feet  in  height 
and  weighing  more  than  two>  hundred  pounds. 
In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  and  in  town 
affairs  a public-spirited  citizen.  He  attended 
the  Congregational  Church.  His  widow),  a 
remarkable  old  lady,  of  great  independence  of 
character,  remained  at  the  homestead,  and 
managed  the  farm  for  many  years,  dying  there 
in  1900,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine. 

Dr.  Francis  D.  Edgerton,  of  Middletown, 
Conn.,  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  has 


long  been  recognized  as  a leading  and  emi- 
nently successful  member  of  his  profession, 
being  engaged  in  difficult  surgical  cases, 
over  a wide  territory,  and  in  consultation 
with  his  fellows  throughout  the  State.  With 
excellent  early  advantages  for  education,  be- 
ginning at  the  age  of  twelve  in  the  celebrated 
preparatory  school  of  Daniel  H.  Chase,  at 
Middletown,  Conn.,  and  afterward  attending 
successively  at  the  Wesleyan  Academy,  Wil- 
braham,  Mass,  and  the  academy  at  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  he  was  well  prepared  in 
1857  to'  enter  Wesleyan  University  at  Mid- 
dletown, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1861. 
He  then  began  the  study  of  medicine  with 
his  father ; attended  the  regular  courses  of 
lectures  at  the  Berkshire  (Mass.)  Medical 
College,  and  at  the  University  of  Vermont, 
and  took  from  the  latter  institution  his  first 
diploma  of  M.  D.  Soon  after  this  he  passed 
an  examination  for  assistant  surgeon  in  the 
army  and  was  asigned  to  the  Twenty-first 
Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry,  receiving  his 
commission ; but  by  circumstances  over  which 
he  had  no  control  he  was  prevented  from 
entering-  the  service.  In  1863-64  he  attended 
a course  of  lectures  at  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Sturgeons,  connected  with  Columbia 
College,  N.  Y.,  and  was  graduated  in  1864, 
receiving  a;  second  diploma  as  M.  Di.  In  April 
of  the  same  year  lie  passed  a competitive  ex- 
amination under  the  Commissioners  of  Chari- 
ties and  Corrections,  and  spent  eighteen  months 
in  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  six  months  in  the 
hospitals  on  Blackwell's  Island. 

On  July  6,  1866,  Dr,  Edgerton  located  in 
Middletown,  succeeding  Dr.  John  Ellis  Blake, 
who  had  removed  to'  New  York  City.  His 
superior  abilities  were  soon  manifest,  not  only 
to  his  patients,  but  also'  to'  the  medical  pro- 
fession, by  whom  he  was  honored  with  elec- 
tion to'  various  offices,  serving  from!  1873  to 

1877  as  clerk  of  the  Middlesex  County  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  from  1876  to'  1882  as  treasur- 
er of  the  State  Society,  in  both  of  which  the 
finances  were  greatly  improved  under  his  ad- 
ministration. At  the  time  of  the  organization 
of  the  State  Industrial  School  for  Girls  he  was 
appointed  attending  physician,  and  has  been 
continued  in  that  service.  As  a member  of  the 
State  Society  he  was  chosen  to-  deliver  the 
annual  address  before  the  graduating  class  of 

1878  at  Yale  Medical  School.  For  three  years 
he  was  a member  of  the  State  Pharmacy  Com- 
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mission.  In  1893  he  was  elected  vice-presi- 
dent O'f  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  the 
next  year  president.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  an  active  member  of  the  local  medical 
association,  and  recently  has  been  made  presi- 
dent of  the  Middlesex  County  Hospital  So- 
ciety, with  the  object  of  building  a hospital  in 
Middletown.  In  all  these  relations  he  has  sel- 
dom been  absent  from  the  State  meetings,  and 
by  word  and  pen  has  largely  contributed  to 
the  literature  of  the  profession.  A paper  read 
by  him  at  the  Centennial  of  the  State  Society, 
at  New  Haven,  May  27,  1892,  on  “Intubation 
O'f  the  Larynx,”  with  a successful  case  of  diph- 
theritic croup  under  his  treatment  by  this 
method,  was  especially  valuable.  His  services 
on  commissions  appointed  by  the  Governor  for 
determining  the  mental  soundness  of  certain 
State  prisoners,  said  to  be  insane  or  recovered 
from;  that  condition,  have  been  repeatedly  in 
demand. 

Dr.  Edgerton’s  genial  disposition,  cheer- 
ful address  and  faithful  attention  to'  patients 
have  tended  not  only  to  gain  their  confidence, 
but  also  to  win  their  love,  and  his  generous 
treatment  of  his  brother  physicians  has  mlade 
hiiv.l  much  sought  after  in  consultations.  Proba- 
bly no  other  practitioner  in  Middlesex  county 
has  so  extensive  a list  of  patrons,  nor  the 
ability  to  make  so  great  a number  of  visits 
daily,  a business  which  he  conducts  sys- 
tematically, both  abroad  and  in  consulting 
hours,  in  a modest  and  quiet  manner. 

On  November  5,  1868,  Dr.  Edgerton  mar- 
ried Miss  Amelia  Dupont  Cruger,  a native  of 
New  Orleans,  daughter  of  Henry  C.  and  Hen- 
rietta (Cruger)  Cruger,  the  latter  a daughter 
of  I’eter  Bertram  Cruger.  Mrs.  Edgerton’s 
ancestry  can  be  traced  back  to  some  of  the 
oldest  and  best  families  in  New  York.  To 
this  union  were  born : May  21,  1870,  Henry 

C. ; July  it,  1873,  Francis  C. ; and  February 
20,  1875,  John  Warren.  Henry  C.  is  now  a 
resident  of  Middletown.  Francis  C.,  gradu- 
ated from  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Conn., 
in  the  class  of  1894,  and  from  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  1898,  and  was 
subsequently  house  surgeon  of  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital for  two  vears.  I Iv  then  becan  e a resi- 
dent physician  at  the  Slnane  Maternity  Hos- 
pital. After  a year's  clinical  work  in 
Berlin  lie  returned  to  New  York  and 
was  elected  to  the  position  ol  assistant 
surgeon  of  the  Cornell  Hniversity  Medical 


Clinic,  which  position  he  now  holds. 
John  Warren  is  a graduate  of  Trinity  College, 
class  of  1894,  and  received  therefrom  the  de- 
grees of  B.  A.  and  M.  A.,  after  which  he  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  M.  A.  from  Yale  and 
completed  three  years  of  post-graduate  work 
there;  he  was  graduated  from  Yale  Law 
School  in  the  class  of  1900  with  the  degree  of 
LL.  B.,  cum  laude. 

Dr.  Edgerton  cast  his  first  vote  in  public 
affairs  for  Lincoln,  and  ever  since  has  con- 
tinued a consistent  supporter  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party.  Always  de- 
clining a nomination  for  civic  office,  for  which 
he  had  no  spare  time,  he  has,  nevertheless, 
kept  himself  well  informed  in  politics  and 
economics,  and  has  had  settled  opinions  on 
the  same.  Mrs.  Edgerton  is  a member  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  well 
known  for  her  sincere  devotion  to  its  obliga- 
tions, and  still  more  widely  for  her  loving  spir- 
it in  doing  good  generally  to*  all,  as  she  has 
opportunity. 

It  will  naturally  be  asked  how  a physician, 
burdened  with  so  much  business,  takes  needed 
rest.  Dr.  Edgerton  is  extremely  fond  of  good 
music,  and  for  temporary  recreation  will  lis- 
ten of  an  evening  to'  eminent  talent  at  home, 
or,  perhaps,  as  he  has  often  done,  will  run 
to  New  York  or  Boston  to  hear  some  prima 
donna  in  opera  or  oratorio,  always  managing 
to  return  on  an  early  train,  to  resume  without 
a break  his  daily  round  of  visits.  For  his  long 
vacations  he  has  taken  a short  summer  trip 
to  Europe  about  every  third  year  for  the  past 
twenty  years,  during  which  time  he  has  crossed 
the  ocean  twelve  times.  The  first,  in  1883, 
was  in  company  with  a brother  physician, 
and  on  most  if  not  all  of  the  other  five  trips 
lie  has  taken  some  part  of  his  fan  ily  abroad, 
his  later  visits  having-  had  for  their  additional 
object  the  placing  of  his  two  younger  sons 
in  the  most  favorable  surroundings  for  com- 
pleting their  professional  equipment  by  post- 
graduate studies  in  Europe.  In  these  mat- 
ters he  has  justly  taken  professional  as  well 
as  parental  pride  in  affording  them  the  l>cst 
advantages  lie  fore  their  entrance  into  the  field 
of  their  chosen  professions  of  medicine  and 
the  law. 

Personally  Dr.  Edgerton  is  tall,  well  pro- 
portioned, and  weighs  nearly  275  pounds,  hut 
lie  is  so  quick  and  light  of  foot  that  his  size 
is  not  noticeable.  Socially  of  easy  and  agrcca- 
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ble  address,  a pleasant  speaker,  choice  in  lan- 
guage, and  convincing  in  argument,  he  is  high- 
ly esteemed  in  the  various  societies  of  which 
he  is  a member.  Adopting  early  in  life  the 
principle  of  abstinence  from  stimulants,  he  is 
a living  example  of  a pure  and  strong  mind  in 
a healthy  body,  and  is  thus  free  from  the 
evidences  of  those  habits  hich  to  many  per- 
sons are  so  objectionable.  Added  to  all  this, 
one  who  has  better  known  him  since  he  be- 
gan practice  than  any  other  says  of  his  re- 
lations to  other  physicians,  “I  never  heard  him 
utter  one  word  of  detraction  or  disparagement 
of  a brother  practitioner,”  a most  generous  and 
highly  commendable  course. 

CHARLES  H.  ROSE,  secretary  and  a di- 
rector of  The  Comstock,  Cheney  & Co.,  of 
Ivoryton,  in  the  town  of  Essex,  is  one  of  the 
leading  and  substantial  citizens  of  his  section 
of  Middlesex  county. 

Silent  Rose,  the  grandfather  of  Charles  H., 
is  supposed  to'  have  been  a native  of  Lebanon, 
Conn.,  came  to*  Essex  when  a young  man,  and 
located  at  Centerbrook,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  where  he 
married  Jerusha  Clark,  who  survived  him  to 
an  old  age. 

Ebenezer  Hinckley  Rose,  the  father  of 
Charles  H.,  was  born  June  2,  1806.  in  Center- 
brook,  and  there  attended  the  district 
schools  up  to  the  age  of  fourteen,  when  he  went 
to  Old  Saybrook  and  learned  the  trade  of  horn 
and  shell  combmaking  from  Friend  Ingham, 
with  whom  he  remained  seven  years  as  an  ap- 
prentice. Removing-  to'  Middletown,  he  was 
employed  there  at  his  trade  for  a time,  but 
later  removed  to  New  York,  living  in  that  city 
for  a period  of  five  years,  and  going  thence  to 
Scituate,  R.  I.,  where  he  remained  three  years  ; 
for  the  two-  succeeding-  years  he  worked  in 
Portland.  At  this  date  ne  came  to  Center- 
brook,  and,  in  connection  with  Kelly  A.  Ty- 
ler, under  the  firm  name  of  Rose  & Tyler,  car- 
ried on  a business  for  a number  of  years,  his 
factory  being  located  on  the  plat  of  ground 
now  occupied  by  the  Connecticut  Valley  Man- 
ufacturing Company.  This  partnership  was 
later  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Rose  entered  into  his 
line  of  business  in  Essex,  following  it  success- 
fully for  a season,  until  a serious  accident  com- 
pelled him  to  give  up  active  life,  his  falling 
upon  a scythe  depriving-  him  of  the  use 
of  one  of  his  hands.  His  last  years 


were  spent  at  the  home  of  his  son, 
Charles  H.,  at  Ivoryton,  where  his  death' 
occurred  May  29,  1883.  A regular  attendant 
and  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  it; 
he  was  sincerely  mourned  by  the  whole  congre- 
gation. A Republican  in  politics,  he  was  well 
known  in  public  life,  having  served  as  select 
man  and  also  as  justice  of  the  peace.  Eben- 
ezer H.  Rose  married,  in  Middletown,  Elrnina 
Kelsey,  daughter  of  Jesse  Kelsey  born  July  30,  j 
1810,  in  Middletown,  and  the  children  of  this 
union  were:  Charles  H.,  born  May  11,  1837; 

Celene  E.,  April  26,  1841,  who  married  Henry 
Snow,  of  East  Hampton,  Conn.,  where  she  re- 
sides; and  Louisa  C.,  September  3,  1845,  who 
died  June  4,  1865.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  March  7,  1856,  and  Mr.  Rose  mar- 
ried (second)  Jeannette  Cone,  of  East  Had- 
dam,  who  died  January  14,  1901. 

Charles  H.  Rose  was  born  May  11,  1837, 
in  Centerbrook,  received  his  primary  educa-  1 
tion  in  the  district  schools,  and  later  became  a 
student  in  the  famous  Hills  Academy,  kept  by  j 
Lucius  Lyons,  then  an  institution  of  learning 
celebrated  far  beyond  New  England.  After 
completing-  his  school  course,  he  was  employed 
by  S.  M.  Comstock  & Co.,  in  their  factory, 
where  he  remained  until  he  was  twenty-one 
years  old.  In  July,  i860,  a co-partnership 
was  formed  under  the  name  of  Comstock, 
Cheney  & Co-.,  of  which  the  members  were 
S.  M.  Comstock,  George  A.  Cheney,  Charles  [ 
H.  Rose  and  William  C.  Comstock,  and  this 
firm  remained  in  existence  until  1872,  when  a ! 
stock  company  was  organized  under  the  firm  1 
name  of  The  Comstock,  Cheney  & Co.,  which  ! 
is  known  as  such  to-day  over  the  whole  world. 

For  this  great  company  Mr.  Rose  long  has  [ 

been  and  is  now  the  reliable  and  capable  su-  : 

perintendent  of  the  ivory  department,  and  is  ( 

considered  one  of  the  chief  men  in  the  man-  | 

agement  of  its  multitudinous  affairs.  He  is  the  I 

only  survivor  of  the  original  members  of  the 
firm,  Mr.  Cheney  having-  died  May  25,  1901. 

On  June  4,  1862,  Mr.  Rose  married  Eliza 
C.  Richmond,  of  East  Haddam,  who'  was  born 
September  13,  1838,  a daughter  of  Nelson  C. 
and  Mary  A.  (Cone)  Richmond,  and  died 
December  14,  1897;  she  was  buried  in  Center- 
brook.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  un- 
ion: Frances  R.,  a graduate  of  Grove  Hall  \ 

Seminary,  New  Haven;  and  Howard  K.,  a i 
graduate  of  Dr.  Reed’s  Select  School,  on  Col-  j 
lins  street,  Hartford,  Conn.,  who  is  now  em- 
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ployed  as  a bookkeeper  in  The  Comstock, 
Cheney  & Co.’s  offices.  The  family  residence 
at  Ivoryton  is  a line  one,  and  affords  rest  and 
comfort  to  Mr.  Rose  when  tired  with  the  ac- 
tive duties  of  his  position.  Among  his  fel- 
low citizens  he  is  highly  regarded,  and  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  substantial  and  representa- 
tive men  of  the  town.  As  a public  official  he 
has  acceptably  filled  the  position  of  selectman 
several  terms;  has  also  been  grand  juror;  and 
was  a member  of  the  board  of  relief.  The 
Republican  principles  of  Mr.  Rose  are  never 
doubted,  as  he  is  an  active  member  of  his  party, 
often  joining  in  their  deliberations.  He  is 
connected  with  no  secret  societies.  Mrs.  Rose 
was  a devout  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  while  Miss  Rose  is  connected  with  St. 
John’s  Episcopal  Church,  of  Essex. 

WRIGHT.  The  family  of  this  name  has 
been  established  in  Connecticut  from  its  earliest 
Colonial  history,  and  the  present  representa- 
tives in  the  town  of  Essex,  Middlesex  county 
— Alfred  Mortimer  Wright  and  his  two  sons — 
are  worthy  scions  of  an  honored  name. 

Benjamin  Wright,  the  first  of  the  name 
in  America,  came  from  Bolton  or  Swale,  in  the 
north  of  England,  to  Guilford,  Conn,  early 
in  the  settlement  of  that  plantation.  His  name 
does  not  appear  in  the  first  list  of  planters 
who  came  hither  in  1639,  but  as  only  the  names 
of  heads  of  families  are  given  lie  may  have 
been  of  the  number.  He  took  the  oath  of 
fidelity,  as  shown  by  the  town  record,  May 
9,  1645.  ln  September,  that  year,  he  was 
granted  permission  by  the  authorities  to  put 
up  a tan  mill  and  to  take  the  water  “yt  issueth 
from  ye  waste  gate  provided  it  hurt  not  ye 
town  mill.”  In  1650  a list  of  planters  was 
made  out,  and  also  a list  of  freemen,  and 
his  name  appears  in  the  former,  but  not  in  the 
latter,  probably  because  he  was  not  a church 
member,  Guilford  allowing  only  members  of 
its  church  to  be  freemen,  while  other  Colonies 
allowed  members  of  any  approved  New  Eng- 
land Church.  In  1659 — four  years  before  the 
survey  and  allotment  of  land  on  what  is  now 
Main  street,  Clinton* — he  vvtas  a freeman  and 
living  at  Kenilworth  (later  Killingworth,  now 
Clinton),  and  his  home  is  supposed  to  have 
been  nearly  Opposite  the  Pierce  Jones  place, 
on  the  old  Clinton  and  Westbrook  road.  He 
appears  to  have  l>een  a very  large  landholder, 
in  1671  giving  his  land  at  Hammonasset,  in 


East  Guilford,  to  his  son-in-law,  Joseph  Hand, 
and  his  wife,  Jane;  and  in  the  Reports  of  the 
Colonial  Assembly  is  found  frequent  mention 
of  his  landed  property  in  Saybrook.  While 
living  in  Guilford  he  clashed  with  the  authori- 
ties several  times,  not  as  a wilful  lawbreaker, 
but  as  a man  who  stoutly  defended  what  he 
knew  to  be  his  rights.  His  death  occurred 
March  29,  1677.  He  had  children:  Benja- 

min lived  to  become  a freeman,  but  died  with- 
out heirs.  Joseph  and  James  had  considerable 
trouble  in  the  division  of  their  father's  estate. 
John.  Jonathan  married  Asena  Hand,  and  re- 
moved to  Wethersfield.  Jane  married  Joseph 
Hand,  of  Long  Island.  Elizabeth  married  Ed- 
ward Lee  (or  Lay),  of  Guilford.  Anna  mar- 
ried John  Walstone,  and,  for  her  second  hus- 
band, Dr.  Peter  Dallman. 

(II)  James  Wright,  son  of  Benjamin,  the 
immigrant,  was  born  in  1643,  and  died  in 
1727.  His  wife,  Hannah  Walstone,  came 
from  England  to  marry  him,  having  been  se- 
lected by  a mutual  friend.  She  died  in  1719. 
A memorial  tablet  citing  some  of  these  facts 
is  still  to  be  found  in  the  Clinton  cemetery. 
As  stated  previously,  James  and  his  brother. 
Joseph,  had  difficulty  in  the  division  of  their 
father's  estate.  In  1791  a committee  appointed 
by  the  Colonial  General  Assembly  brought  in 
their  report  concerning  boundaries  of  land  be- 
tween James  and  Joseph  Wright,  which  was 
accepted  by  the  General  Assembly  and  con- 
firmed to  be  a final  issue  of  all  controversy 
over  land  boundaries  lietween  them.  In  gen- 
eral terms  the  line  between  Killingworth  and 
Saybrook  was  made  the  boundary  of  their 
farms,  James  holding  on  the  Saybrook  and 
Joseph  on  the  Killingworth  side.  James  is 
supposed  to  have  resided  at  w lint  has  been 
known  more  recently  as  the  Abner  Kirtland 
place.  The  records  of  Oyster  River  Quarter 
show  that  he  was  a large  landowner,  deeds  of 
land  aggregating  several  hundred  acres,  lo- 
cated in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Westbrook, 
having  been  given  by  him  to  various  persons 
between  1720  and  1 727.  James  and  Hannah 
(Walstone)  W right  had  three  children.  James. 
Benjamin  (the  next  in  line  to  Alfred  Morti- 
mer) and  Mercy.  James  married  Sarah  Wise, 
by  whom  he  had  a son  James.  For  his  second 
wife  he  married  Judith  Bushnell,  ami  they 
had  a son  Samuel,  from  whom  are  descended 
the  Wrights  of  Pond  Meadow.  Two  brothers 
of  a later  generation  of  this  branch.  Joab  and 
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John,  went  to  New  Durham,  N.  Y.,  and  from 
one  of  them  descended  Silas  Wright,  Govern- 
or of  New  York  and  United  States  Senator 
from  that  State.  Mercy  Wright  married  Will- 
iam Stannard,  and  one  of  their  descendants, 
Daniel  Stannard,  resided  in  Westbrook. 

(III)  Benjamin  Wright,  son  of  James, 
was  married  in  1705  to  Elisabeth  Hand,  of 
Southampton,  L.  I.,  who,  it  is  asserted  by 
some  authorities,  was  a daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Jane  (Wright)  Hand,  and  thus  a cousin 
of  her  husband.  However,  it  is  elsewhere 
stated,  on  good  authority,  that  “she  was  the 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Whit- 
tier) Hand.’’  The  date;  of  her  death  is  given 
in  the  Westbrook  Church  Records  as  1767, 
when  she  was  ninety  years  of  age.  Benja- 
min Wright  died  in  1751.  Their  children 
were  Benjamin,  Jeremiah,  Josiah,  David,  Pru- 
dence, Lydia  and  Elisabeth.  There  is  record 
of  but  two,  Josiah  and  David.  The  former 
had  ai  large  estate  on  Horse  Hill.  David  had 
a large  estate  by  the  sea  extending  to  the  main 
road  between  Saybrook  and  Killingworth  and 
tradition  says  they  quarreled  over  the  fisheries. 
David,  wlho  was  born  in  1716,  died  in  1760 
of  smallpox,  in  a pest-house  on  Duck  Island, 
and  was  buried  on  his  own  land.  His  mem- 
orial is  on  a large  rock  in  the  grove  at  Grove 
Beach,  Clinton.  Among  his  descendants,  were 
Jedediah  and  Oramel  Wright,  of  Westbrook; 
Edward  and  Doty  W right,  of  Clinton ; and 
Martha  Wright,  Mrs.  Steuben  Lay,  of  Horse 
Hill.  William  Wright,  who1  served  as  Gov- 
ernor of  New  Jersey,  and  as  United  States 
Senator  from  that  State,  was  also  one  of  Da- 
vid’s descendants.  He  had  a son  connected 
with  a foreign  legation,  and  the  latter’s  daugh- 
ter is  now  the  widow  of  Baron  Gerold,  who 
was  at  one  time  Ambassador  from  Holland  to 
this  country  and  subsequently  Ambassador 
from  Holland  to<  Russia.  She  lives  in  Europe. 
Her  son,  the  present  Baron  Gerold,  now1  min- 
ister from)  Holland  at  Washington,  is  said  to 
be  very  proud  of  his  American  ancestry. 

(IV)  Josiah  Wright,  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Elisabeth  (Hand)  Wright,  was  born  in 
1708,  and  died  in  1783.  In  1735  he  married 
Rhoda  Dowd,  who  was  born  in  1714,  daugh- 
ter of  Cornelius  Dowd,  of  Madison,  and  died 
in  1790.  The  marriage  is  found  in  the  West- 
brook Church  Record.  Josiah  Wright  lived 
oq  what  is  now  known  as  the  Josiah  Wright 
farm,  a short  distance  west  of  the  Horse  Hill 


school  house,  the  dwelling  standing  back  in  the 
fields,  a short  distance  from  the  present  high- 
way. It  is  evident  he  was  a large  landholder, 
owning  nearly  all  of  what  is  now  the  Horse 
Hill  District. 

In  1745  a petition  was  presented  to  the 
General  Assembly,  signed  by  Thomas  Spencer,  . 
Michael  Hill,  Thomas  Spencer,  Jr.,  Josiah 
Wright,  Josiah  Wilcox,  Job  Bulkley,  Daniel  | 
Edwlards  and  Ebenezer  Platts.,  of  the  towns 
of  Saybrook  and  Killingworth,  declaring  that  jl 
they  are  sober  dissenters  from  the  worship  and 
ministry  established  by  the  laws  of  this  gov- 
ernment; that  they  are  of  the  persuasion  of  j 
the  people  called  Baptists,  and  are  true  Prot- 
estants, and  pray  for  the  indulgence  of  this 
Assembly.  Their  petition  was  granted  on 
condition  that  they  take  the  oath  prescribed  I 
by  Parliament  in  such  cases.  These  eight  j 
w)ere  doubtless  among  the  founders  of  the  Bap-  f 
tist  Church  at  Winthrop,  which  was  organized  1 
in  1744  with  seventeen  members.  ; 

Josiah  and  Rhoda.  (Dowd)  Wright  had  ; 
children:  Jeremiah,  Josiah  ( the  next  in  the 

line  we  are  tracing),  Ezekiel,  Mary,  Rhoda,  ' 
Prudence,  Jane  and  Elisabeth.  Of  these,  Jere-  f 
miah,  born  in  1738,  lived  on  Horse  Hill,  just 
north  O'f  what  is  now  known  as  the  William'  L 
Burghardt  house;  he  married  Hannah  Brown  » 
and  they  had  two  children,  Jeremiah  and  Lu-  j 
cretia  (Mrs.  Nathan  Stannard).  Ezekiel  oc-  ij 
cupied  part  of  the  farm  near  his  father’s  home,  f 
living  in  a house  lately  occupied  by  his  grand-  j 
son,  Josiah  Wright;  he  had  four  sons  and  four  | 
daughters,  Dlavid,  Jonathan,  Josiah,  Ezekiel,  ; 
Mrs.  Justus  Clark,  Mrs.  Barber  Grinned,  Mrs. 
William  Johnson,  and  Mrs.  Burghardt.  Jane 
married  David  Thompson.  It  is  thought  one 
of  the  other  daughters  married  a man  named  1 
Burghardt. 

(V)  Josiah  Wright,  son  of  Josiah,  was  : 
born  in  1739,  and,  according  to>  the  West-  j 
brook  Church  Records,  was  baptized  in  1740. 

He  died  in  1832,  at  the  great  age  of  ninety- 
three  years.  In  1761  he  married  Lydia,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Whittlesey,  and  they  lived  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  Horse  Hill  District, 
at  what  in  recent  years  has  been  known  as 
the  “Uncle  Ben  place.”  Their  children  were 
as  follow® : Martin  is  mentioned  below,.  Paul 
removed  in  early  manhood  to  the  western  part  : 
of  Vermont,  and  Cornelius  removed  in  early 
manhood  to  the  eastern  part  of  New  York,  : 
settling  near  Albany.  Both  reared  large  fan:!- 
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lies,  and  their  descendants  are  scattered  over 
the  Middle  and  Western  States.  Benjamin 
passed  his  early  life  at  the  John  Kelsey  place, 
in  Kelseytown,  and  later  removed  to  his  fath- 
er’s old  home  on  Horse  Hill,  having  received 
as  a gift  all  of  his  father’s  property,  both  real 
and  personal.  Lois  had  a daughter,  also1  named 
Lois,  who  married  Israel  Felton ; their  daugh- 
ter Eliza  married  Asa  Penfield,  and  their 
daughter,  Mrs.  Bela  Post,  is  a resident  of 
Centerbrook,  Middlesex  county.  Huldah  mar- 
ried Daniel  De Wolfe,  of  the  Pond  Meadow 
District,  Westbrook,  and  they  had  three  sons, 
Harvey,  John  and  Daniel;  Harvey  and  Daniel 
became  Methodist  ministers. 

(VI)  Mlartin  Wright,  son  of  Josiah,  Jr., 
was  born  in  1767  and  died  in  1826.  In  1792 
he  married  Dolly  Benjamin,  wjho  was  born 
about  1765,  and  came  with  her  father’s  family 
from  Long  Island  to'  the  Connecticut  shore 
when  the  British  army  took  possession  of 
New:  York  and  the  western  end  of  Long  Isl- 
and, in  August,  1776.  It  is  said  that  her  father 
and  brothers  were  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
She  died  in  1848.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  occu- 
pied a house  just  south  of  the  site  of  the  present 
Martin  Wright  house.  Their  children  were: 
Richard,  born  in  1793,  died  in  1872;  Daniel, 
1 795" 1 872  ; Martin,  1797-1883;  Russell, 
1799-1885  ; Josiah,  1803-1893.  Richard,  Mar- 
tin and  Russell  passed  all  their  lives  in  the 
towns  of  Westbrook  and  Clinton.  Daniel 
always  resided  in  Westbrook.  Josiah  removed, 
about  1850-51,  to  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  and 
thence  in  a few  years  to  Utah,  where  children 
and  grandchildren  of  his  arc  now  residing. 

(VII)  Martin  Wright,  son  of  Martin,  was 
born  in  June,  1797,  and  died  in  1883.  In  1820 
he  married  Betsy  Wright,  who  was  born  in 
J799>  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Rachel 
Wright,  and  died  in  1876.  Mir.  Wright 
followed  farming  on  Horse  Hill,  and  was 
considered  a prosperous  man  in  his  day. 
For  many  years  he  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace.  Mis  children  were  as  follows: 
Charles  Benjamin,  born  March  31,  1821,  has 
resided  since  1872  in  California.  John  Burg- 
hardt,  born  January  28,  1823,  died  April  25, 
1892.  Amelia  Matilda,  born  April  26,  1825, 
is  the  wife  of  David  L.  Wright,  and  is  now 
living  in  Middletown.  Rtochel  Adelia,  lx>rn 
August  28,  1827,  was  first  married  to  Alphcus 
Wright  of  Westbrook,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
a Mr.  Martin,  of  Boston;  they  reside  in 


Marshfield  Hills,  Mass.  Martin  Jeremiah, 
born  October  26,  1829,  has  been  a permanent 
resident  of  California  since  i860,  and  has 
been  quite  prominent  in  public  life  in  that 
State.  Cornelia  Elisabeth,  born  February  19, 
1832,  married  Joel  Northam,  of  Westbrook, 
and,  after  his  death,  became  the  wife  of 
Eliphalet  Killam,  of  New  Haven,  where  she 
has  since  resided.  Henry  William,  born  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1836,  is  a minister  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  since  1875  has  been  connected 
with  the  Detroit  Conference  of  that  denomina- 
tion. Alfred  Mortimer  is  mentioned  below. 
Edgar  Lester,  born  December  23,  1840,  died 
January  14,  1843. 

(VIII)  Alfred  Mortimer  Wrigiit  was 
born  March  5,  1838,  in  Westbrook,  and  spent 
his  boyhood  on  his  father’s  farm  in  that  town, 
working  on  the  home  place  during  the  summer 
season,  and  during  the  winter  attending  the 
district  school.  When  twenty  years  old  he 
attended  the  Westbrook  Academy,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  he  was  engaged  in  fishing 
on  the  Connecticut  river,  at  that  period  also 
working  for  farmers  during  harvest  time. 
The  autumn  after  he  reached  his  majority  he 
borrowed  $10,  which,  with  what  lie  had  man- 
aged to  save,  enabled  him  to  attend  school 
one  term  at  New  Britain,  after  which  he  com- 
menced teaching.  The  following  spring  he 
went  to  New  Jersey,  where  he  taught  for 
six  months,  and  returning  tb  Connecti- 
cut, was  similarly  engaged  in  the  Com- 
stock District  of  Essex.  In  the  spring 
of  1861  he  and  his  brother  Henry  went  to 
Michigan,  and  on  the  way  had  as  traveling 
companions  some  young  men  from  Springfield, 
111.,  who  had  been  to  Washington  to  witness 
the  inauguration  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  to 
afford  him  protection  from  violence  on  the 
route,  should  it  lx?  needed.  The  brothers 
studied  together  one  year  at  Adrian  College, 
and  in  August,  1862,  Alfred  M.  enlisted  in 
the  Seventeenth.  Michigan  Infantry.  He  pro- 
ceeded with  the  regiment  as  far  as  Washing- 
ton, where  he  was  left  in  hospital,  sick  with 
tvphoid  fever,  and  after  some  months  in  the 
hospital  he  was  discharged,  and  returned  to  his 
native  State.  Not  long  afterward  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  Assistant  Assessor 
of  Internal  Revenue,  which  position  he  held 
some  eight  years  or  longer,  until  the  office 
was  discontiucd.  In  June,  1873.  Mr.  Wright 
can  e to  Centerbrook,  town  of  Essex,  having 
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been  appointed  trustee  to  settle  up  the  estate 
of  the  Centerbrook  Manufacturing  Company. 
In  1874  was  organized  the  Connecticut  Valley 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  which  Mr. 
Wright  wlas  made  secretary,  treasurer  and 
general  manager,  in  fact,  the  entire  responsi- 
bility devolved  upon  him,  and  the  greater  part 
of  his  time  and  attention  since  have  been  de- 
voted to  the  development  and  management  of 
this  concern.  In  time  he  purchased  the  inter- 
ests of  the  other  shareholders  and  admitted 
his  two  sons  into  partnership,  but  the  name 
has  remained  the  same  throughout  all  the 
changes,  and  Mr.  Wright  is  now’  president  of 
the  company,  though  he  no  longer  takes  so 
active  a part  in  its  affairs,  his  sons,  having 
assumed  the  more  arduous  part  of  the  work. 
The  factory  is  devoted  to.  the  manufacture 
of  auger  bits  and  hardware  specialties.  In 
1894  the  plant  was  burned  to  the  ground,  and 
\V:as  replaced  by  a substantial  brick  structure. 

Mf.  Wright  has  always  been  an  ardent 
Republican  in  political  sentiment,  and  though 
he  has  not  craved  official  honors  they  have 
come  to  him,  for  no1  man  in  Essex  stands 
higher  in  the  public  esteemi  or  holds  to  a 
greater  degree  the  confidence  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  He  served  ably  as  county  commis- 
sioner four  years  and  represented  his  district 
in  the  State  Senate  from  1897  to-  1899,  in  both 
positions  satisfying  his  constituency,  by  his  ef- 
ficient discharge  of  the  duties  pertaining  there- 
to, that  he  was  worthy  the  high  trust  reposed 
in  him).  In  1901  Mr.  Wright  was  one  of  the 
vice-presidents  of  the  Pan-American  Exposi- 
tion. Socially  Mr.  Wright  is  a Freemason, 
affiliating  with  Mt.  Olive  Lodge,  F'.  & A.  M., 
of  Essex,  and  he  is  a member  of  Mather  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  at  Deep  River.  He  is  a member  of 
and  active  wprker  in  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Center’brook,  and  serves  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school  of  that  society, 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  both  known  as  liberal 
contributors,  tot  various  religious  and  benevo- 
lent enterprises,  assisting  in  the  support  of 
various  churches. 

On  January  1,  1864,  Mr.  Wright  married 
Mary  J.  Hull,  of  New  Haven,  who  was  born 
in  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Lyman 
and  Betsey  (Blatchlev)  Hull,  the  former  a 
native  of  Cheshire,  Conn.,  the  latter  born  in 
North  Madison,  daughter  of  Joel  Blatchley. 
Lyman  Hull  was  a manufacturer.  He  and  his 
wife  had  a family  of  nine  children,  only  three 


of  whom  survive,  Andrew,  Ruth  and  Mary 
J.  (Mrs.  Wright).  Alfred  M.  and  Mary  J. 
Wright  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  name- 
ly: Walter  Henry,  who  is  mentioned  below; 

Northam,  who  is  mentioned  below ; and  Bessie 
Mary.  The  daughter  born  September  10, 
1872,  is  the  wife  of  H.  Wooster  Webber,  and 
resides  in  Ivoryton,  Conn.,  where  her  husband 
is  superintendent  of  the  action  department  of 
the  Comstock,  Cheney  & Co.  Ivory  Works. 

Walter  Henry  Wright,  born  May  6, 
1865,  received  a thorough  preliminary  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  and  subsequently 
attended  Wilbraham  Academy,  Easthampton, 
Mass.,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  He  has 
since  been  associated  with  his  father  in  busi- 
ness, and  as  treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  Valley 
Manufacturing  Company  assumes  a large 
share  of  the  responsibility  of  that  concern,  in 
whose  management  lie  has  developed  remarka- 
ble business  ability,  entitling  him  to.  an  honora- 
ble place  in  the  commercial  circles  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State.  He  resides  at  Centerbrook 
and  is  at  present  (1902)  serving  as  a member 
of  the  board  of  education  there.  He  married 
Miss  Lily  Redfield,  of  Essex. 

Northam  Wright,  born  May  3,  1867, 
like  his  brother,  commenced  his  education  m 
the  local  schools,  supplementing  the  instruction 
there  received  with  a course  at  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity, Middletown,  Conn.,  and  another  at 
Yale  Law  School.  Though  he  practices  law, 
his  business  life  has  centered  around  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Connecticut  Valley  Manufacturing 
Company,  of  which  lie  is  now  secretary,  he  and 
his  brother  relieving  their  father  almost  en- 
tirely of  business  cares.  These  young  men 
have  within  a brief  period  won  favorable  stand- 
ing among  the  substantial  business  men  of 
Middlesex  county,  and  bid  fair  to>  hold  the  rec- 
ord made  by  their  father  for  ability  and  in- 
tegrity of  a high  order.  On  October  5,  1892, 
Mr.  Wright  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Laura  E.  Lancaster,  of  Hackensack,  N.  J., 
and  they  make  their  home  in  Centerbrook. 


A.  E.  OLMSTED,  one  of  the  substantial 
business  men  of  Moodus,  Middlesex  county, 
and  one  who  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  its  best  interests  for  many  years,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Colchester,  Conn.,  May  9,  1845. 
During  childhood,  his  educational  advantages 
were  few,  but  in  the  great  school  of  life  Mr. 
Olmsted  has  learned  the  lessons  taught  by  ex- 
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perience,  which,  coupled  with  his  natural  abil- 
ity, have  enabled  him  steadily  to  advance, 
and  by  a wise  exercise  of  his  mental  and  phy- 
sical resources  fearlessly  to  meet  the  future. 
Early  in  life  he  learned  to  “work  his  own 
way,”  and  when  but  eight  years  old  was  work- 
ing upon  his  father’s  farm.  Being  the  only  son, 
he  remained  at  home  longer  than  the  majority 
of  young  men  in  his  neighborhood,  and  was 
twenty-four  when  he  left  the  parental  roof-tree. 
For  the  last  six  years  of  his  home  life  he  had 
devoted  the  major  portion  of  his  time  to  the 
placing  of  lumber  upon  the  market,  and  to 
raising  tobacco,  meeting  with  unusual  success. 
Upon  leaving  home  Mr.  Olmsted  embarked  in 
the  meat  business,  carrying  on  same  for  two 
years  in  Colchester.  In  1871  he  removed  to 
Moodus,  Conn.,  and  continued  in  the  same 
line,  selling  his  meat  from  a wagon.  In  1877 
he  purchased  his  perfectly  equipped  market, 
and  he  also  has  a line  of  wagons  upon  the  road 
covering  a large  field,  about  fourteen  miles 
square,  and  embracing  Colchester,  Chatham, 
Haddam,  East  Haddam  and  Lyme.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  interests  in  Moodus  itself.  Mr.  Olm- 
sted owns  a fine  farm  outside  the  city  limits, 
where  he  is  often  to  be  seen  directing  the  work, 
and  during  the  past  five  years,  among  other 
crops,  he  made  a record  of  1,400  bushels  of 
potatoes. 

On  October  7,  1868,  m Colchester,  before 
locating  in  East  Haddam,  Mr.  Olmsted  mar- 
ried Mary  Barber,  who  was  born  March  30, 
1&47,  a daughter  of  Charles  C.  and  Hannah 
M.  (Stanton)  Barber,  and  is  a most  excellent 
lady.  Politically  Mr.  Olmsted  is  a Republi- 
can, and  in  1884  served  as  representative  in 
the  State  Legislature  from  the  town  of  East 
Haddam,  and  was  placed  upon  the  committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  with  Messrs.  Noble  of 
Bridgeport,  Hodge  of  Barkhamsted,  and  Will- 
iams of  New  London.  Both  he  and  his  good 
wiifc  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  lie  is  a deacon,  and  both  take 
great  pride  in  the  organization,  which  dates 
back  to  1794-  Socially  Mr.  Olmsted  is  a mem- 
ber of  Middlesex  Lodge,  No.  3,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
East  Haddam,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  East 
Haddam  Grange,  having  joined  in  1889;  was 
its  master  for  a number  of  years,  and  became 
master  of  Pomona  in  1899.  By  his  excellence 
of  character,  untiring  industry,  and  strictly 

honest  business  methods,  Mr.  Olmsted  has 
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built  up  a large  trade,  and  firmly  established 
himself  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
fellow  townsmen. 

LEVI  JEWETT,  M.  D.  The  founder  of 
the  branch  of  the  Jewett  family  to  which  this 
distinguished  physician  of  Cobalt,  Middlesex 
county,  belongs  was  Edward  Jewett,  who  emi- 
grated from  Lincolnshire,  England,  in  August, 
1638,  and  settled  at  Rowley,  Mass.  Follow- 
ing down  the  direct  line  of  descent  the  geneal- 
ogical thread  runs  through  Joseph  (1),  Joseph 

(2) ,  Aquilla,  Jeremiah  (1),  Jeremiah  (2), 
Jeremiah  (3),  and  Spofford  Dodge,  the  father 
of  Levi  Jewett. 

Jeremiah  Jewett  (3)  was  born,  reared  and 
educated  at  . Rowley,  Mass.,  studied  medicine 
under  Dr.  Spofford,  of  his  native  town,  and 
served  with  distinction  during  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  first  as  a soldier  and  later  as  a 
surgeon.  He  took  part  in  the  early  troubles 
at  Boston,  and  aided  in  guarding  the  prisoners 
at  Cambridge.  Later  Gen.  Washington  com- 
missioned him  surgeon  of  the  Tenth  Massa- 
chusetts Regiment.  The  war  over,  he  re- 
sumed the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Barn- 
stead,  N.  H.,  and  passed  awav  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  April  22,  1836. 
His  wife,  Temperance  Dodge,  was  bom  in 
Rowley,  Mass.,  in  1772.  and  died  at  Barnstead, 
N.  Id.,  in  1872,  after  reaching  the  age  of  one 
hundred  years,  seven  months  and  seven  days, 
and  being  an  eye-witness  of  all  those  stirring 
events  which  marked  the  first  century  of  the 
nation's  history.  Her  only  sister,  Judith,  was 
born  in  1770,  married  Thomas  Peabody,  of 
j Haverhill,  Mass.,  and  died  in  181 1.  They  had 
two  sons,  George  and  Thomas.  Thomas  Pea- 
| body,  who  was  a Revolutionary  soldier,  died  in 
181 1. 

Spofford  Dodge  Jewett,  son  of  Jeremiah 

(3) ,  was  born  September  22,  1801,  at  Barn- 

stead,  N.  11.  I11  1822  he  entered  Dartmouth 

College,  graduating  in  iSjo,  and  afterward 
studied  theology  for  three  years  at  Andover, 
Mass.,  and  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in 
1829.  For  half  a century  he  was  an  earnest, 
tireless,  devoted  laborer  in  the  Lord’s  vine- 
yard. preaching  at  Griswold,  Windsor,  West- 

1 Chester  and  Middlcficld.  His  pastorate  at  the 
latter  place  extended  over  ten  years,  wjhen 
his  advanced  age  necessitated  his  retirement 
from  the  pulpit,  lie  was  able,  however,  to  per- 
form  the  duties  of  postmaster,  and  to  till  the 
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office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  a deacon  in  the  church  of 
which  he  had  once  been  pastor.  He  entered 
into  rest  March  11,  1888,  in  his  eighty-seventh 
year.  On  December  21,  1830,  he  married 
Abigail  Shipman,  of  New  Britain,  Conn., 
who  was  ten  years  his  junior,  and  who  died 
February  13,  1888,  at  the  age  O'f  seventy-eight 
years  and  four  months.  Levi  is  the  third  of 
their  family  of  nine  children.  We  have  the 
following  record  of  the  others  : ( 1 ) Jane  (de- 

ceased), was  born  October  15,  183-1.  (2)  Hen- 
ry, born  at  Griswold,  in  1833,  died  m 1836. 
(4)  Henry  Shipman  graduated  at:  Amherst 
College,  became  a teacher,  later  studied  medi- 
cine, and  has  been  for  many  years  a practic- 
ing physician  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  He  married 
Hattie  E.  Rice,  and  is  the  father  of  three  chil- 
dren, Nellie  (deceased),  Grace  and  Mabel.  (5) 
Mary  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  (6)  Will- 
iam’s natural  taste  was  for  mercantile  life  and 
he  became  a clerk  for  a clothing  firm  in  New 
York  City,  and  later  entered  the  firm.  He 
married  Julia,  daughter  of  Rev.  William 
Cook,  of  Ticonderoga,  N.  Y.  (7)  Martha 
married  Henry  L.  Coe,  of  New,  York  City, 
who  was  born  in  Middlefield,  Conn.,  and  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Man- 
hattan Brass  Company,  a concern  employing 
five  hundred  men.  Their  children  are  Mary 
Jewett,  Florence  and  Blanche.  (8)  Charles  T. 
is  a practicing  physician  in  New:  York.  He 
married  Anna  Woolley,  daughter  of  Warded 
Woolley,  of  New  York  City,  and  two  daugh- 
ters, Mary  and  Florence,  have  been  born  to 
them.  (9)  Anna  married  Everett  W.  Day, 
son  of  Stephen  B.  Day,  Esq.,  of  Westchester, 
Conn.,  and  died,  leaving  four  children, 
William,  Hattie,  Lewis  and  Carolyn  B. 

Levi  Jewett  was  born  in  Griswiold  town, 
New1  London  Co.,  Conn.,  January  9,  1835.  He 
attended  school  at  the  various  towns  to  which 
his  father’s  ministerial  duties  called  him,  passed 
a number  of  years  at  Westchester,  and  subse- 
quently attended  the  State  Normal  School  at 
New  Britain  four  terms,  after  which  he  began 
teaching,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  For  a 
year  he  taught  in  East  Haddami,  and  for  an- 
other year  in  Massachusetts.  During  the 
third  year  he  was  instructor  in  Bacon  Acade- 
my, at  Colchester,  meanwhile  studying  medi- 
cine, the  practice  of  which  he  had  resolved  to' 
miake  his  life  work.  His  early  professional 
studies  were  carried  on  at  Pittsfield,  Mass., 


degree  from;  Bellevue 


and  he  received  his 
Medical  College,  New  York  City,  in  March, 
1837.  His  first  location  was  Windsor  Locks, 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1862,  when  he 
received  a commission  as  assistant  surgeon 
O'f  the  Fourteenth  Connecticut  V olunteers,  and 
continued  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the 
Civil  war.  He  was  severely  wounded  at 
Ream’s  Station,  on  the  Weldon  railroad,  a 
fragment  of  a shell  passing  through  his  hat 
and  seriously  injuring  his  eye.  The  head  cov- 
ering worn  by  him  on  that  memorable  oc- 
casion is  still  preserved  among  the  war  relics 
in  the  public  library  at  Middletown,  and  many 
a visitor  expresses  astonishment  that  its  wearer 
is  still  alive.  After  recovering  from  his  wound 
Dr.  Jewett  was  assigned  to  hospital  duty  at 
Baltimore,  and  after  receiving  his  discharge 
took  up  his  residence  in  New:  York  City. 
There,  for  seventeen  years,  he  conducted  a 
drug  store,  at  the  same  time  being  engaged  in 
practice.  In  1883  lie  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness and  removed  to  Middle  Haddam,  where 
he  has  since  resided,  enjoying’  a life  of  wiell- 
earned  rest.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  J.  Taylor,  and  to  whom,  he  was 
married  September  10,  1857,  is  an  extensive 
property  owner  in  Middle  Haddam,  and  the 
family  deemed  it  wise  to  keep  her  holdings 
under  personal  supervision.  Dr.  Jewett  and  his 
wife  have  been  the  parents  of  two  children. 
Lewis  Taylor,  the  first-born,  died  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years.  The  younger,  Arthur  Port- 
er, was  born  May  21,  1877,  and  is  a merchant 
in  New  York  City. 

Dr.  JeWett  takes  a deep  and  active  interest 
in  religious  work.  He  is  an  earnest  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  for  twenty 
years  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  He  naturally  cherishes,  also1,  an  inter- 
est in  education  and  has  served  on  the  board  of 
education  and  as  acting  school  visitor.  He  be- 
longs to  M'ansfield  Post,  No.  53,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Middletown,  of  which  he  is  now  command- 
er, and  in  politics  is  a Republican. 

The  coat  of  arms  of  the  Jewett  family  is 
described  in  Works  on;  heraldry  as  follows: 
“Ye  beareth  gules  on  a cross,  argent — fleur-de- 
lis  of  the  first.  Crest : An  eagle’s  neck  be- 
tween two  wings,  displayed  argent  by  the  name 
Jewett.” 

The  genealogy’  of  Mrs.  Jewett,  which  is  of 
interest,  is  briefly  given : Her  great-grand- 

father, Elisha  Taylor,  was  born  in  1714,  and 
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died  October  6,  1800.  He  married  Hannah 
Judd,  who  died  February  1,  1789,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two.  Their  eldest  son,  Joshua, 
died  November  16,  1767,  after  reaching  his 
nineteenth  birthday.  Another  son,  Elisha, 
died  in  1777,  while  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, at  the  age  of  twenty-two^;  a horn,  carved 
by  him,  with  a home  scene  and  his  name,  is  one 
of  Mrs.  Jewett’s  treasured  heirlooms.  Noa- 
diah  Taylor,  another  son  of  Elisha,  and  the 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Jewett,  wlas  born  June  5, 
1755,  and  died  at  Middle  Haddam,  Conn., 
October  15,  1828.  He  married  Lydia  Lewis, 
of  Colchester,  Conn.,  who  was  born  August  1, 
1762,  and  died  in  Middle  Haddam,  Septem- 
ber 10,  1822.  Eight  children  came  to'  themi, 
as  follows:  (1)  Elisha,  born  May  5,  1782, 

married  Mary  Bulkley  and  died  May  24,  1824. 
She  died  February  4,  1864,  aged  seventy-five 
years.  (2)  Joshua,  born  September  12,  1785, 
died  March  17,  1872.  He  married  Mirs.  The- 
odosia (Olmsted)  Jones,  who  died  April  6, 
3:855,  aged  sixty-three  years.  (3)  Lydia,  born 
April  16,  1787,  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Ado- 
nijah  Cone.  (4)  Roderick,  born  July  17,  1789, 
died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  (5)  Julia, 
born  January  1,  1791,  died  unmarried,  at  the 
age  of  forty-two.  (6)  Judah  Lewis,  born  July 
22,  1793,  died  April  9,  1891.  (7)  Minerva, 

born  August  1,  1796,  married  Stephen  Hub- 
bard, who  was  one  of  ten  children  born  to 
George  and  Mehitabel  (Miller)  Hubbard.  (8) 
Hannah  Judd,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  born 
December  20,  1799,  became  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Cone,  of  Unadilla,  New1  York. 

Judah  Lewis  Taylor  was  an  extensive  and 
successful  farmer  in  Chatham  town,  where  he 
passed  his  life.  He  married  Corintha  Niles 
Porter,  daughter  of  Dan  B.  and  Mary  (Niles) 
Porter,  of  Columbia,  Conn.,  and  Mary  J.,  Mrs. 
Jewett,  born  April  7,  1838,  is  their  only 
child.  \ 
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ROBERT  W.  BURKE,  a resident  of  Mid- 
dletown, Middlesex  county,  and  one  of  the 
leading  builders  and  contractors  of  this  local- 
ity, has  had  an  active  and  eventful  life,  and 
his  record  as  a soldier  of  the  Republic  is  one 
upon  which  his  posterity  will  ever  look  with 
pride  and  admiration. 

Mr.  Burke  was  born  January  11,  1841,  in 
the  Millington  Society,  East  Haddam,  Conn., 
and  comes  of  a stalwart  Scotch-Irish  stock, 
William  Burke,  his  grandfather,  having  been 


a native  of  the  North  of  Ireland.  This  Will- 
iam Burke  when  a young  man  was  a soldier  in 
the  British  army,  and  the  regiment  to  which 
he  belonged  was  sent  to  Portugal,  but  while  en 
route  the  vessel  conveying  it  received  orders 
to  proceed  to  America  instead,  hostilities  hav- 
ing broken  out  between  the  mother  country 
and  the  Colonists.  The  troops  were  landed 
on  Long  Island  about  the  time  of  the  battle 
there  in  1776,  and  tradition  says  that  William 
Burke  shortly  afterward  “relieved  himself  of 
any  further  service  to  Great  Britain”- — in  other 
words,  deserted  his  colors.  Not  long  after 
that  event  he  came  to  what  is  now  East  Had- 
dam, Conn.,  locating  on  the  section  known  as 
Millington,  and  there  for  some  time  carried  on 
his  trade,  that  of  nailmaker.  In  Millington 
he  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Let- 
tice,  his  second  Olive.  His  eleven  children 
were:  John,  William,  Mary,  Sarah,  Charles, 

Joseph  C.,  Lydia,  Lyman,  Edward  G.,  Lucyn- 
thia  and  Samuel  W.,  all  now  deceased,  Samuel 
W.  being  the  last  survivor.  Of  these,  Joseph 
C.  was  the  father  of  Dr.  George  W.  Burke,  of 
Middletown,  and  Samuel  W.  was  the  father 
of  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines. 

Grandfather  William  Burke  died  about 
1836-37,  aged  eighty-four  years,  in  Milling- 
ton, and  was  buried  there.  For  many  years 
he  was  connected  with  the  Massachusetts  Bi- 
ble Society,  as  colporteur,  and  he  participated 
in  the  distribution  of  thousands  of  Bibles.  In 
recognition  of  his  services  with  that  society 
in  Connecticut  he  was  presented,  by  a govern- 
or of  that  State,  with  an  elegant  cane,  which  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  his  grandson,  Oliver 
P.  Burke,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  William  Burke 
was  a devout  Christian,  an  earnest  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a man  of  strong 
intellect,  undeveloped  in  his  youth  owing  to 
limited  educational  advantages.  His  Irish 
“brogue”  never  left  him,  and  all  through  bis 
long  life  his  nationality  remained  unmistak- 
able. 

Samuel  W.  Burke,  father  of  Robert  W., 
was  born  in  New  London,  Conn.,  in  1803. 
and  when  a youth  learned  the  trade  of  shoe- 
maker, later  in  life  following  the  occupation  of 
farmer.  In  early  manhood  be  located  in  the 
town  of  East  Haddam,  and  for  several  years 
resided  in  the  locality  known  as  Millington  So- 
ciety, where  he  followed  farming,  removing 
some  years  later  to  New  London  county,  where 
in  Bozrah  and  Lebanon,  the  last  twenty-eight 
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years  of  his  life  were  passed.  He  died  in  Leb- 
anon October  6,  1886.  In  politics  be  was  a 
Democrat,  but  not  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
party.  Samuel  W.  Burke  married  Miss  Mat- 
tie  B.  Edwards,  of  South  Glastonbury,  daugh- 
ter of  Watson  Edwards,  and  children  as  fol- 
lows were  born  h>  this  union:  (1)  Ralph  H., 

throughout  life  a carpenter  and  builder,  died 
in  Bureau  county,  111.  (2)  Horace  who  was 

shipping  clerk  for  a manufacturing  concern, 
died  in  Norwich,  Conn.  (3)  Charles,  a car- 
penter, lives  in  Norwich.  (4)  Robert  W. 
comes  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (5)  Miss 
Emeline  died  in  June,  1855,  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-three years. 

Robert  W.  Burke  was  eight  years  old  when 
the  family  moved  to  Bozrah,  and  there  he  re- 
ceived most  of  his  schooling,  attending  the  dis- 
trict schools  until  seventeen  years  of  age.  He 
then  thought  he  would  try  a seafaring  life,  and 
shipping  as  a sailor,  made  one  voyage,  during 
which  he  visited  Liverpool,  Galveston  (where 
he  was  confined  to  hospital  for  eighteen  days 
with  yellow  fever),  Cardenas,  etc.  After 
many  interesting  experiences  he  returned  to 
the  family  home  at  Lebanon,  and  for  a year  or 
two  remained  on  the  farm  with  his  father,  af- 
ter which  he  commenced  tO'  learn  the  trade  of 
carpenter  with  William  Standish,  of  Lebanon. 
About  a year  thereafter  the  Civil  war  broke 
out,  and  in  1861,  in  response  to  the  President’s 
call  for  400,000  men,  Mr.  Burke  enlisted  at 
Norwich,  Conn.,  in  Company  D,  Eighth  Con- 
necticut Volunteer  Infantry.  The  command 
was  assigned  to  Burnside’s  expedition  and 
the  young  soldier  was  soon  in  the  midst  of 
fighting.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Roanoke  Island,  Newbern,  N.  C.,  and  Fort 
Macon,  after  which  his  regiment  was  assigned 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  took  part 
in  the  engagements  at  South  Mountain,  Antie- 
tam,  and  many  others.  At  the  great  battle  of 
Antietam,  when  Middletown's  lamented  hero, 
Gen.  Mansfield,  was  killed,  our  subject  was 
severely  wounded,  and  had  to'  lie  on  the  battle- 
field for  three  weeks  in  a small  log  house.  For 
eleven  months  on  account  of  his  wound,  he 
was  unable  to  do'  duty,  but  as  soon  as  sufficient- 
ly recovered  he  rejoined  his  regiment  at  South 
Mills,  N.  C.,  doing  outpost  duty  with  Gen.  Kil- 
patrick’s cavalry.  His.  first  term  of  enlistment 
having  ended  (as  all  men  who  would  re-enlist 
had  their  first  term  shortened),  Mr.  Burke 
re-enlisted,  near  Portsmouth,  Vu.,  and  re- 


mained on  active  duty  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  when  lie  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service.  During  his  second  term  of  enlist- 
ment, he  also  participated  in  some  of  the  great 
battles  of  the  war — Drury’s  Bluff,  Cold  Har- 
bor, Petersburg  and  Fair  Oaks — besides  in 
minor  engagements,  not  to  speak  of  innumer- 
able skirmishes,  in  all  of  which  he  bore  an  hon- 
orable part.  On  the  fall  of  Richmond,  Va.,  he 
was  one  of  the  first  Federal  soldiers  to  enter 
that  city. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Burke  re- 
turned to  Bozrah,  Conn.,  and  there  for  several 
years  followed  his  trade;  in  1872  he  located  in 
Middletown,  and  continued  in  the  same  line 
until  1876,  when  he  went  West.  In  Nevada 
he  followed  his  trade,  working  in  the  North 
Carson  gold  and  silver  mines,  framing  shaft 
timber;  also'  worked  on  the  Virginia  & 
Truckee  railroad  as  carpenter.  After  spending 
about  eighteen  months  in  the  West,  he  re- 
turned to  Middletown,  and  worked  at  his  trade 
for  C.  O.  Stone,  until  1888,  in  that  year  taking 
up  contracting  for  himself,  since  when  he  has 
erected  some  of  the  most  handsome  and  com- 
modious structures  in  the  town  and  city. 
Among  others  may  be  mentioned  the  residences 
of  Gibson  Wilson,  on  Broad  street;  James 
Burr,  on  Crescent  street ; Grace  Pike's  Colonial 
house,  on  Lawn  avenue;  C.  Bingham  Leach’s 
house,  on  South  Main  street;  and  the  elegant 
residences  of  John  R.  Pitt,  on  Washington 
street,  and  of  Herbert  L.  Camp,  on  South 
Main  street,  also  the  handsome  D.  K.  E.  Chap- 
ter House  on  High  street.  Probably  the  most 
creditable  piece  of  work  that  stands  as  a monu- 
ment to  his  skill  as  a builder,  is  the  residence 
of  T.  M.  Russell  on  High  Street,  completed  in 
1902. 

On  July  12,  1868,  Mr.  Burke  was  married 
to  Miss  Lucy  L.  Andrews,  of  Bozrahville, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Gilbert  and  Lucy  (May- 
nard) Andrews.  She  died  August  14,  1869, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Nellie  E.,  now  wife  of 
F.  D.  Haines,  of  Middletown.  On  April  21, 
1873,  Mr.  Burke  for  his  second  wife  married 
Miss  Emma  Simpson,  of  South  Glastonbury, 
daughter  of  William  N.  Simpson.  By  this 
union  there  is  no  issue.  Mrs.  Burke  is  a 
member  of  the  North  Congregational  Church, 
and  a teacher  in  the  Sabbath-school.  Mr. 
Burke  is  affiliated  with  St.  John’s  Lodge,  No. 
2,  A.  F.  & A.  ML,  of  which  he  is  a past  master 
(while  serving  in  that  capacity  he  laid  the 
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corner  stone  of  the  present  Masonic  Temple  at 
Middletown),  of  Washington  Chapter,  No.  6, 
R.  A.  M.,  and  of  Cyrene  Commandery,  No. 
8,  K.  T.,  being-  a past  commander  of  the  latter. 
He  is  a prominent  member  of  Mansfield  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  Middletown.  He  takes  an  inter- 
est in  all  movements  tending  to  the  good  and 
advancement  o.f  the  community  at  large,  and 
though  no  church  member  contributes  liberally 
toward  the  Congregational  Church.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Democrat,  but  in  local  affairs 
selects  the  best  man,  party  lines  being  cast 
aside.  He  is  no  office  seeker,  and  lives  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  respect  and  esteem  of  a 
wide  circle  of  friends. 


CONE.  That  branch  off  the  family  of 
and  around  Middlesex 


Cone  residing 


in 


county  is  of  Scotch  lineage,  the  first  American 
ancestor  of  that  name  having  been  one  Daniel 
Cone,  who  was  born  in  Scotland,  in  1626, 
and  left  the  “land-o’ -cakes”  in  1662.  He  was 
‘accompanied  by  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mehitable  Spencer  (a  daughter  of  Jared 
Spencer),  and  their  five  sons,  Nathaniel,  Dan- 
iel, Jr.,  Jared,  Stephen  and  Caleb.  He  settled 
in  Haddam,  and  later  removed  to  East  Had- 
dam,  where  he  died  October  24,  1706. 

Nathaniel  Cone,  eldest  son  of  Daniel, 
-spent  his  life  in  Haddam,  marrying  there  and 
rearing  a,  family  of  ten  children. 

Nathaniel  Cone,  Jr.,  eldest  son  of  Nathan- 
iel, was  born  in  Millington,  January  19, 
1712,  and  was  commonly  known  as  “Nathaniel 
| of  Millington.”  He  married  Sarah  Hunger- 
ford,  and  died  April  15,  1790.  The  names  of 
his  children,  with  the  dates  of  their  birth  were 
— according  to  the  well-known  genealogist, 
D.  Williams  Patterson — as  follows:  Sarah, 

thorn  January  16,  1747;  Nathaniel  (3),  June 
22,  1748;  Israel,  born  December  21,  1749, 
married  Lucy  Ackley,  and  had  eight  children, 
and  he  died  November  24,  1825;  'Thankful, 
I horn  May  7,  1732;  Samuel,  born  March  13, 
1 754>  died  in  childhood;  Oliver,  born  Decem- 


ber 2,  1 755  ; 1 )elight 
Daniel,  born  Jul\ 
1842;  Cyrus, 
bom  September  2 


/• 
jorn 


born  September  3,  1737: 
1 739,  and  died  June  28, 
July  28,  1761;  Darius, 
1763;  Benjamin,  torn 
March  j<>,  1766;  Uriel,  May  18,  17(18;  Samuel 
(2)  born  October  9,  17B9,  and  died  May  10, 
1834;  and  Eestus,  born  July  24.  1772,  served 
with  distinction  as  a captain  in  the  W ar  of 


1812.  Five  of  the  other  sons  of  the  family 
served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

Nathaniel  Cone  (3)  lived  in  Millington 
parish,  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  and  died  there 
June  27,  1825.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  On  October  19,  1779,  he  was 
married  to  Margery  Saxton,  a widow,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Adams.  The  Chatham 
records  show  them  to -have  been  the  parents 
of  five  children:  Hertoah,  born  in  the  year 

1780;  Mary,  born  January  30,  1782;  Festus, 
born  June  21,  1784;  Nathaniel  Greene,  born 
January  16,  1787;  and  Clarissa,  born  April 
30,  1789. 

Nathaniel  Greene  Cone  was  born  in  East 
Haddam,  January  16,  1787,  and  died  March 
10,  1842.  He  married,  on  October  24,  1813, 
Sophia  Bolles,  who  was  born  in  1790.  The 
issue  of  this  union  was  ten  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Alphonso  Bolles,  born  July  27,  1814, 

and  married  to  Cordelia  Shipman;  Nathaniel 
Greene,  Jr.,  born  November  7,  1815,  and 
never  married;  Damaris  S.,  born  August  24, 
1817,  and  died  November  5,  1821  ; David 
Porter,  torn  February  15,  1819,  and  died  De- 
cember 27,  1894;  Festus  C.,  tom  March  24, 
1821,  and  died  November  7,  1825;  Clarissa 
A.,  torn  April  25,  1824,  and  married  John 
Smith,  of  Norwich;  Mary  Ann,  torn  August 
19,  1822,  married  Benjamin  Taylor  of 

Chatham  town;  William  S.,  born  June  27, 
1827;  F.  Velenzo,  torn  January  19,  1829; 
and  Ezra  Gordon,  torn  July  27,  1831. 

Ezra  Gordon  Cone  was  born  in  Chatham, 
and  received  a good  common-school  education, 
devoting  the  greater  part  of  his  active  life  to 
the  manufacture  of  bells  at  East  Hampton.  In 
youth  he  worked  in  the  iron  foundry  of  his 
brother  Alphonso  Bolles  Cone,  in  Middle 
I laddam,  where  plows  and  other  agricultural 
implements  were  manufactured,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  removed  to  East  1 lamp- 
inn,  beginning  work  as  a molder  in  the  foun- 
dry oi  Buell  & Veazey,  manufacturers  of  bells. 

I hence  he  removed  to  New  York  Citv,  enter- 
ing the  employ  of  Smith  & Cone  (the  firm 
con. posed  of  his  brother,  William  S.  Cone, 
and  brother-in-law  John  Smith),  with  whom 
lie  remained  until  1804,  when  he  came  to  East 
Hampton,  working  here  at  the  trade  of  mol- 
der with  White  N Barton,  lie  continued  in 
their  employ  until  John  Barton  sold  to  Hiram 
Veazey,  after  which  the  bell  business  was 
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conducted  under  the  name  of  Veazey  & White, 
Mr.  Cone  remaining-  in  their  employ  with  E. 
C.  Barton,  who  later  became  his  partner  in 
business.  In  January,  1866,  the  Gong-  Bell 
Manufacturing-  Company  was  organized  at 
Bast  Hampton,  consisting  of  H.  H.  Abbe,  E. 
G.  Cone,  E,  C.  Barton,  and  A.  H.  Conklin, 
and  in  April,  following,  put  the  first  Abbe 
patent  gong  door-bells  on  the  market,  estab- 
lishing- an  agency  with  Messrs.  Sargent  & Co., 
of  New  Haven,  who  have  continued  as  agents 
for  the  trade  up  to  the  present  time.  Mr. 
Cone  Was  the  inventor  of  several  styles  of  bells. 
In  1867  Cone’s  globe  hand  bells  were  intro>- 
duced — a novelty  in  bell  manufacture,  made 
by  mounting  two>  gong-shaped  bells  of  differ- 
ent tones  on  a frame  so  arranged  as  to  strike 
both  bells  at  the  same  time,  giving  a very  pleas- 
ant musical  sound,  loud  and  clear.  These 
bells  still  remain  in  popular  demand.  Cone’s 
patent  acorn-shaped  sleigh  bells  were  also 
made  about  this  time.  Later  El.  C.  Barton  in- 
vented a revolving  call-bell,  which  had  a large 
sale  for  a number  of  years.  This  idea  of  a 
revolving  call-bell  was  also  embodied  in  a new 
bell-toy  by  Mr.  Barton,  which  was  called  re- 
volving- chimes.  They  are  made  by  using  two 
gong-shaped  bells  of  different  tones,  mounted 
on  an  axle  with  a pair  of  malleable  iron 
wheels,  and  are  drawn  along  the  floor  or 
ground  by  a cord.  The  tongue,  which  is  hung 
loosely  on  the  axle,  strikes  the  pins  inside  each 
bell  at  every  revolution  of  the  wheels,  giving 
out  very  pleasant  sounds.  This  has  proved 
to  be  one  of  the  most  popular  toys'  ever  made, 
and  has  been  sold  not  only  all  over  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  but  has  also  been  largely 
exported  to  foreign  countries.  To  this,  the 
first  bell  of  its  kind  ever  placed  on  the  market, 
have  been  added  from  time  to  time  new  bell 
toys,  mostly  the  ideas  of  members  of  the  firm, 
until  the  line  in  1898  reached  fifty- three  differ- 
ent numbers,  the  largest  line  of  bell  toys  made 
in  the  w'orld.  In  addition  to  the  Abbe  gong 
door  bells,  the  Vankee  pattern  door  and  alarm 
bells,  and  signal  trip  gong  bells — inventions  of 
E.  C.  Barton — are  made,  also,  a line1  of  silver 
chime  hand  bells,  table  call  bells,  tea  bells, 
bicycle  bells,  and  gong  bell  castings  for  elec- 
trical use,  in  sizes  from  one  and  one-sixteenth 
to  eighteen  inches  in  diameter.  The  specialties 
of  the  company  are  mostly  in  the  line  of  bell 
toys.  This  company  has  ample  buildings  and 
in  every  way  a well  appointed  plant. 


Mr.  Cone,  who  was  distinctly  a domestic 
man,  with  a warm  heart,  kind  and  genial  dis- 
position and  tender  feelings  for  all  his  fellow 
creatures,  won  many  friends  in  his  long  and 
active  life.  He  took  much  interest  in  town  af-  f 
fairs,  having  served  Chatham  several  times  I 
as  a juryman  on  important  cases,  and  was 
always  a prominent  figure  at  town  meetings,  |J 
He  was  a member  of  the  board  of  education,  I 
and  for  many  years  was  one  of  the  auditors 
of  the  town  and  a member1  of  the  board  of  re- 
lief ; for  several  years  he  was  one  of  the  in-  It 
corporators  and  a trustee  of  the  Farmers  and  ‘ 
Mechanics  Bank,  of  Middletown.  Mr.  Cone’s 
transactions  were  all  characterized  by  excellent  ; 
judgment  and  good  common  sense,  and  his 
counsel  was  constantly  being  sought  by  people 
of  all  classes.  He  died  December  22,  1898. 

In  political  principles  he  was  a Democrat,  and 
a warm  supporter  of  the  policy  of  President 
Cleveland.  , j 

On  February  15,  1857,  Ezra  G.  Cone  was  ■ : 
married  to  Miss  Sophia  A.  White,  at  the  Union  1 
Congregational  Church,  by  Rev.  James  J.  Bell.  : 1 
The  children  born  to  their  marriage  were  two 
sons  and  two  daughters : Ernest  G.,  born 

November  8,  1858,  lives  at  East  Hampton; 
Sophie,  born  November  2,  1864,  is  the  wife  of 
F.  S.  Hall,  of  East  Hampton,  and  had  two  sons,  , \ 
Harold  Frederick  and  Adric  Cone  Hall,  of  I 
whom  the  former  was  born  in  1888,  and  died  ; 
in  1898,  and  the  latter  was  born  July  4,  1892;  i 
Ezra  Gordon,  born  December  19,  1866,  resides  1 
in  East  Hampton ; and  Mary  Bolles,  born  Au-  j 
gust  24,  1870,  also  resides  in  East  Hampton.  | ; 

Ezra  G.  Cone,  Jr.,  was  married  June  23,  1892, 
to  Delight  Jones,  and  has  three  children,  j 
Gladys  (born  January  5,  1894),  Lloyd  Elwyn  I • 
(June  26,  1899),  and  Damaris  (May  24,  ; 
1902).  I ! 

Mrs.  Sophia  A.  Cone  is  a descendant  of  ! 
one  of  the  old  families  of  Connecticut.  Da-  I 
vid  White,  her  grandfather,  married  Sophia  . 
Kilburne,  and  died  in  1809,  and  their  son, 
George  Kilburne,  was  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Cone.  1 ' 

George  Kilburne  White  was  born  May 
27,  1808,  in  Buckland,  Mass.  He  lost  his 
father  when  an  infant  of  not  more  than  a year 
old.  In  1816  he  came  to  the  town  of  Chat- 
ham, and  there  grew  to  manhood  and  mar- 
ried. He  was  a successful  farmer,  and  in  ' 
1836  removed  to  Annsville,  Oneida  Co.,  N. 

Y.,  where  he  died,  October  5,  1852.  He  was  ' 
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a man  of  unusual  energy,  and  while  living  in 
New  York,  in  addition  to  farming,  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business,  operated  a sawmill  and 
owned  several  boats  on  the  Erie  Canal.  He 
was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  held  in 
high  esteem  by  his  fellow  citizens,  who  elected 
him  constable  and  collector. 

On  July  4,  1827,  George  K.  White  was 
married  in  the  town  of  Chatham,  to  Polly, 
a daughter  of  Adonijah  Strong,  Jr.  She  was 
born  November  3,  1808,  and  died  August  1, 
1848.  They  became  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren: (1)  Betsey  Ann  was  born  in  Chatham, 

January  24,  1828,  married  William  C.  White, 
and  died  at  Burr  Oak,  Iowa.  (2)  Lavina  was 
born  June  28,  1830,  and  became  the  wife  of 
Demining  W.  Sexton,  of  East  Hampton.  (3) 
Sophia  A.  (Mrs.  Ezra  G.  Cone),  was  born 
March  7,  1832,  in  Chatham  town,  where  she 
passed  her  girlhood,  and  was  educated  in  the 
district  and  select  schools ; after  the  family  re- 
moved to  New  York,  she  taught  for  four  years 
in  Oneida  county,  in  that  State.  (4)  Cather- 
ine Coe  was  born  July  22,  1834,  in  Chatham 
town,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Dennison  Rich,  of  East 
Hampton.  (5)  George  Henry  was  born  in 
Annsville,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  1,  1837, 
and  died  in  1891.  (6)  Barzillai  M.  was  born 

March  18,  1841.  and  died  May  14,  1843.  (7) 

Josephine  was  born  March  25,  1844,  and  mar- 
ried Irving  H.  Abell,  of  East  Hampton. 

The  Strong  Family,  from  which  Polly 
Strong  was  descended,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  respected  in  New  England. 
The  first  American  progenitor  was  one 
Josiah  Strong,  who  was  born  in  England 
in  1626  (the  fifth  child  of  John  Strong, 
|r. ) He  emigrated  to  the  Colonies,  and 

rn  November  26,  1656,  married  (first) 

Mary  Clark  (who  died  at  the  age  of 
|,  wenty-five) , a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Fran- 
cs Clark.  1 Ier  mother  married  for  her  second 
[lusband  Thomas  Dewey,  who  became  the  pro- 
genitor of  many  families  of  that  name  in  C011- 
iccticut.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Jo- 
iah  Strong  married  (second)  Elizabeth  War- 
mer. lie  was  a tanner,  at  Windsor,  Conn., 
nd  was  considered,  in  his  day,  a man  of  sub- 
tance.  lie  died  February  20,  169 7,  his  wife 
aving  preceded  him  to  the  grave  on  June  7, 
(184.  By  his  second  marriage  he  became  the 
ithcr  of  a son,  Josiah,  who  was  born  January 
1,  1678,  and  married,  January  5,  1698,  Jo- 
nna  Gillett  (born  October  28,  1680),  a daugh- 


ter of  Josiah  and  Joanna  (Taintor)  Gillett, 
of  Simsbury,  Conn.  Her  father  was  a farmer, 
at  Windsor,  and  in  1704-05  removed  to  Col- 
chester, where  he  died,  April  5,  1759.  Their 
son, 

Asahel  Strong  was  the  youngest,  and  thir- 
teenth child  of  their  marriage.  He  was  born 
June  22,  1725,  and  was  a farmer  in  Colches- 
ter. On  June  7,  1744,  he  married  Betterus 
(or  Betty)  Crouch.  Their  children  were: 
Irene,  born  May  20,  1745  ; Asahel,  born  March 
29,  1747,  and  died  April  13,  1748;  Adonijah 
B.,  born  May  21,  1749  (the  great-grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Cone)  ; Ambrose,  born  November  r, 
17 5°;  Joanna,  born  December  10,  1753,  and 
married  to  Aaron  Dewey;  Betterus  (or  Betty), 
bom  November  3,  1755;  Asahel  (2),  born 
October  17,  1760;  Mercy  (never  married)  ; 
Polly,  who  became  the  wife  of  W.  W.  Gott. 

Adonijah  B.  Strong,  Sr.,  son  of  Asahel, 
married  Mary  (Polly)  Kellogg,  whose  father, 
Daniel  Kellogg,  was  a farmer  of  Chatham. 
Adonijah  B.  Strong,  Sr.,  died  on  May  18, 
1824,  and  his  wife  in  1822.  They  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  Adonijah, 
Jr.,  (referred  to  below)  was  the  eldest.  Of 
the  others:  Mary  (Polly),  born  in  1775, 

married  Nathaniel  Markham ; Abigail,  born  in 
1 777,  married  Elijah  Ackley,  and  after  his 
death  wedded  a Mr.  Holmes;  Henry,  born  in 
1779,  died  July  2,  1828;  Anna,  born  in  17S2, 
married  Oliver  Brainard;  Asahel  lxmi  in  1784; 
Kellogg  (1),  born  in  1786,  died  in  childhood; 
Lovina,  born  in  1789,  died  unmarried,  July 
2,  1864;  Kellogg  (2)  also  died  in  infancy; 
Kellogg  (3)  was  born  October  30,  1791  ; and 
Daniel  was  born  in  1793. 

Adonijah  Strong,  Jr.,  was  born  in  1773. 
and  was  a farmer,  of  East  Hampton.  He  lost 
his  life  through  drowning,  while  attempting  to 
cross  the  Westfield  river,  on  April  17,  1809. 
In  1793,  when  a young  man  of  t\vent\  years, 
he  was  married  to  Elizabeth,  a daughter  of 
Mbses  and  Elizabeth  (Cone)  Cook.  She  sur- 
vived him  until  August  14.  1851,  when  she 
too,  passed  from  earth.  Their  children  were: 
Elizabeth,  liorn  in  1795.  married  (first)  to 
Bliss  Welch,  and  (second)  to  [esse  1 1 11  rlbi.it ; 
Charlotte,  born  Januan  17,  1797.  married 
Nathaniel  C.  Smith;  Lydia,  born  December 
5.  1798,  and  married  Henry  Bush;  Lucy,  bom 
October  11,  1800,  and  married  llenrv  Strong, 
a cousin;  Hannah,  liorn  ( Vtobcr  8.  1802  and 
married  Gilbert  11  ills;  Charles,  lx>m  July  6, 
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1804;  Julia,  born  in  1806,  and  married  Harvey 
Harding- ; and  Polly,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Sophia 
A.  Cone,  who  was  born  November  3,  1808. 

On  August  22,  1866,  the  Strong-  family 
reunion  was  held  at  East  Hampton,  at  which 
533  descendants  were  present,  and  on  that  oc- 
casion Hon.  Daniel  Strong,  of  Portland,  made 
the  statement  that  “not  one  of  the  family  had 
ever  been  arraigned  in  a court  of  justice,  for 
even  a trifling-  misdemeanor,  and  that  not  one 
had  ever  been  dependent  on  either  public  or 
private  charity  for  support.” 

NELSON  SHEPARD  belongs  to  the  old- 
er class  of  farmers  in  Middlesex  county,  who 
combine  character,  ability  and  high  moral 
ideals  in  their  daily  life,  and  his  name  wher- 
ever known  commands  respect.  He  is  one  of 
the  few  surviving  representatives  of  that  class 
whose  integrity,  intelligence  and  unswerving 
loyalty  to  the  great  basal  ideals  of  American- 
ism were  at  once  the  mark  and  the  privilege 
of  the  New  England  yeomanry.  He  is  ad- 
vanced in  years,  but  his  extensive  interests  and 
investments  still  receive  his  close  attention. 
Mr.  Shepard  is  in  many  respects  a remarkable 
man,  and  his  career  stands  out  quite  alone,  so 
seldom  is  its  like  fl>  be  found. 

The  Shepard  family  is  an  old  one  in  Mid- 
dlesex county,  and  its  representatives  have 
stood  in  the  forefront  for  generations.  Nelson 
Shepard  was  born  December  25,  1820,  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides,  on  the  site  of  his 
present  home,  which  he  built  in  1856.  His 
grandfather,  Andrew  Shepard,  born  in  1767, 
died  June  3,  1830.  He  was  a farmer,  and 
owned  the  place  where  Nelson  Shepard  was 
born.  He  married  Deliverance  Leland,  who 
was  born  in  1770,  at  Grafton,  Mass.,  and  died 
in  1808,  in  what  is  now  Portland;  her  father, 
Phineas  Leland,  was  a son  of  James  Leland. 
The  second  wife  of  Andrew  Shepard  was  Do- 
rinda  Norton,  who  died  September  22,  1855, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  Andrew 
Shepard  was  drowned  at  Cornwall’s  dam;  he 
fell  into  the  flume,  and  rescue  was  impossible. 
His  family  consisted  of  the  following  children : 
Erastus,  the  father  of  Nelson,  is  mentioned 
below.  Charles,  who  died  in  Illinois,  mar- 
ried Ruth  Abbey,  of  Portland,  a daughter  of 
Asaph  Abbey;  he  went  in  the  rush  to  Califor- 
nia in  1849,  and  was  successful  in  his  explora- 
tions. Sally,  born  in  1794,  married  Chauncey 
Goodrich,  and  moved  to  Crawford  county,  Pa. 


Charlotte  married  a Mr.  Treat,  of  East  Glas- 
tonbury, Conn.,  and  her  second  husband  was 
Waite  Hale,  of  the  same  place;  she  died  in  the 
West.  Harriet,  born  in  1801,  married  Na- 
thaniel Brown,  and  died  in  Essex.  Emily 
married  George  Cornwall,  and  for  her  second 
husband  Sylvester  Gildersleeve. 

Erastus  Shepard  was  born  in  1791  on  the 
family  estate,  and  was  reared  a farmer  boy, 
and  When  he  became  a young  man  he  started 
out  peddling  through  Connecticut,  in  the  man- 
ner of  his  time  for  bright  and  capable  young 
men.  On  March  13,  1813,  he  married  Honor 
Goodrich,  daughter  of  Luther  Goodrich,  of 
Portland,  and  she  died  March  13,  1832,  at  the 
age  of  forty  years.  They  reared  a good  fam- 
ily, becoming  the  parents  of  children  as  fol- 
lows: Emily,  born  in  1813,  married  Joseph 

Strickland,  of  Glastonbury,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased. Edward,  born  in  1814,  was  accident- 
ally scalded  to  death  while  an  infant.  Ed- 
ward (2),  born  in  1816,  lived  to  be  thirty- 
two  years  old,  and  was  married.  Delia  L., 
born  in  1818,  married  Henry  Payne,  of  Pen- 
field  Hill ; they  went  to'  Missouri,  and  some 
years  after  that  to  Colorado.  Nelson  is  the 
subject  of  this  writing.  Caroline,  born  in 
1822,  married  Frederick  Wilcox,  of  Cromwell, 
and  is  now  deceased.  Harriet  Maria,  born  in 
1824,  married  William  Worsted  in  Missouri, 
and  died  in  Ohio.  The  second  wife  of  Eras- 
tus Shepard  was  Desire  Wilcox,  who  was  born 
October  19,  1792,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Sarah  (Gildersleeve)  Wilcox.  Sarah  Gilder- 
sleeve was  born  January  2,  1762,  daughter  of 
Obadiah  and  Mary  Gildersleeve.  She  mar- 
ried Samuel  Wilcox  June  6,  1784,  and  died 
August  6,  1843.  Mrs.  Desire  Shepard  was 
the  mother  of  one  son,  Henry  S.,  born  Septem- 
ber 13,  1833,  who  died  unmarried  at  the  age 
of  twenty-four  years.  She  died  September 
30,  1878,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five. 

Erastus  Shepard  bought  his  farm  of  his 
father-in-law,  Luther  Goodrich,  who  went  to 
Pennsylvania.  This  was  part  of  the  place 
which  Nelson  Shepard  now  owns,  and  there 
the  father  made  his  home  from  1819  to  his 
death,  successfully  engaged  in  farming.  He 
lived  one  year  in  Granby,  Conn.,  previous  to 
his  location  on  the  Goodrich  farm.  Physi-  : 
cally,  he  was  a man  of  fine  proportions,  and 
personally  won  a wide  circle  of  friends  and  ac-  ' 
quaintances.  He  was  a Democrat  upon  his  en- 
trance into  politics,  and  then  became  a Whig.  I 
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In  his  later  years  he  attended  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  died  in  September,  1843,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two*,  and  was  buried  in  Center 
cemetery. 

Nelson  Shepard  attended  the  South  Glas- 
tonbury Academy  two  terms,  when  Mr.  No- 
ble was  teacher,  walking  three  miles  each  way, 
going  to  and  from  school.  He  was  always 
on  the  farm,  and  secured  practical  ideas  on  the 
subject  of  agriculture  from  his  father,  a most 
modern  and  progressive  farmer.  Mr.  Shep- 
ard and  Miss  Elizabeth  Tryon  were  married 
November  20,  1844.  She  was  born  Novem- 
ber 13,  1822,  in  Glastonbury,  daughter  of  Noah 
and  Elizabeth  (Goodrich)  Tryon.  Elizabeth 
Goodrich  was  the  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and 
Rebecca  (Edwards)  Goodrich,  and  a sister  01 
Ralph  Goodrich,  who  was  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  Portland  in  his  day.  Mrs.  Nelson 
Shepard  obtained  her  schooling  in  her  native 
town  and  at  South  Glastonbury  Academy.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shepard  have  come  the  follow- 
ing named  children : Gertrude  E.,  born  May 

29,  1848,  is  the  widow  of  H.  A.  Cornwall,  and 
resides  in  Portland.  Isabella  L.,  born  No- 
vember 11,  1850,  married  E.  Hubbard  Crosby, 
May  14,  1879,  and  resides  in  Hartford;  they 
have  one  child,  Richard  Nelson.  Lizzie  A., 
born  October  30,  1853,  died  July  7,  1856. 
Carrie  E.  born  November  11,  1857,  died  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1870.  Andrew  N.,  born  May  5, 
1861,  resides  in  Portland  ; he  is  mentioned  else- 
where. Mr.  Shepard  and  his  wife  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  several  years  ago,  and  are 
still  active  and  vigorous  people,  and  Mrs. 
Shepard  has  proved  a great  help  to  her  hus- 
band. Their  family  is  one  of  the  best  in 
Portland,  and  their  children  would  be  a credit' 
to  any  home. 

Nelson  Shepard  is  a stockholder  in  the 
Middlesex  Quarry  Company,  was  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  the  Portland  National  Bank, 
of  which  he  has  been  a director  since  the  or- 
ganization, and  also  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Freestone  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  is 
now  vice-president,  lie  was  county  commis- 
sioner three  years,  and  at  the  election  of  i88t> 
was  chosen  to  represent  the  town  in  the  State 
Legislature,  taking  an  efficient  and  honorable 
part  in  the  session  of  1887.  llis  business 
ability  and  executive  gifts  are  not  often 
equaled  or  surpassed.  In  religious  connection 
lie  belongs  to  the  Episcopal  Church. 


RUSSELL  SPENCER  (deceased).  The 
place  of  one’s  birth  must  be  humble  indeed 
if  the  heart  does  not  turn  to  it  as  the  best*  of 
locations  in  which  to  spend  declining  years. 
The  historic  old  town  of  Westbrook,  Conn., 
has  sent  out  into  the  great  outside  world  many 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  other 
places,  but,  when  advancing  years  warned 
of  a coming  end,  have  turned  their  faces  to 
the  dear  old  home,  and  have  there  spent 
their  last  days  and  lie  buried  with  their  kin- 
dred of  many  generations. 

Russell  Spencer  came  of  an  ancient  and 
honored  line.  Jared  Spencer  was  born  as  early 
as  1610,  and  emigrated  from  England  in  1634, 
settling  at  Newtown,  now  Cambridge,  Mass. 
He  later  removed  to  Lynn,  then  to  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  still  later,  about  1662,  to  Haddarn. 
In  1672  he  was  made  a freeman,  and  he  died 
in  1685,  leaving  a large  family. 

Thomas  Spencer,  son  of  Russell,  moved  to 
Pochaug,  now  Westbrook,  in  1685,  and  from 
him  are  descended  the  most  of  the  families  of 
the  name  now  living  in  the  towns  of  West- 
brook, Old  Saybrook,  Saybrook,  and  Essex. 
Thomas  married  Elizabeth  Bates,  and  was 
voted  an  inhabitant  of  Saybrook  December 
8,  1687.  Soon  after  he  began  to  work  the 
mines  of  Pond  Meadow,  the  first  known  min- 
ing operations  that  ever  took  place  in  Middle- 
sex county. 

Ensign  Caleb  Spencer,  third  son  of  Thom- 
as, was  born  in  1695,  made  an  ensign  between 
1730  and  175°-  He  left  the  following  chil- 
dren: Joseph,  M'arv,  Caleb,  Hannah,  Lemuel. 

I John,  Sarah  and  Jemima. 

Joseph  Spencer,  the  eldest  of  the  above 
children,  was  born  April  8.  1720.  and  died  in 
1810.  He  married  Lydia,  daughter  of  Pea- 
body and  Ruth  (Nettleton)  Grenell,  in  1745, 
and  left  this  family:  Lucy.  Joseph,  Hannah. 

Daniel,  Lydia,  Mercv.  Nabbv,  Peter  and 
1 Phehe. 

Joseph  Spencer,  mentioned  above  as  a son 
of  Joseph,  was  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  and  was  born  in  17.48.  lie  died  in 
1 793-  hi  1~(>Q  be  married  first  Elizabeth  Clark, 
and  second,  in  1780.  Lucy  P<»st.  His  children 
were:  Nabbv,  who  married  Beaniont  Clark ; 

Elizabeth ; Hester;  Joseph;  Ezra:  David; 

( leorge ; and  1 .uev. 

Joseph  Spencer.  son  of  Joseph,  and  third 
in  the  line  to  bear  the  name  of  Joseph,  was 
born  May  1,  1781,  and  resided  all  bis  file  in 


698 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Westbrook,  where  he  died  in  1852.  He  was 
a 'blacksmith  by  trade.  In  1801  he  married 
first  Saba  Dee,  who  was  born  in  1784,  and 
died  in  1848.  His  second  marriage  was  to 
Mrs.  Hannah  (Post)  Hinkley.  All  his  chil- 
dren were  born  of  the  first  marriage,  and  were 
as  follows:  Joseph,  born  in  1802,  married 

first  Betsey  Hayden,  and  second,  Eliza  (Spen- 
cer) Dibble,  and  he  died  in  1878;  Lucy,  born 
in  1804,  married  Amasa  Spencer;  Hannah, 
died  unmarried ; Daniel ; George  married  Erne- 
line  Spencer  ; Eliza,  born  in  1814,  married 
Jedediah  Post;  Maria  (deceased);  M(aria  (2) 
married  Capt.  Nicholas  Magna;  Isaac,  born 
in  1822,  married  Henrietta  Post,  and  resided 
in  'Westbrook,  but  later  removed  to  Meriden, 
where  he  died  in  1900,  his  remains  being 
brought  to  Westbrook. 

Daniel  Spencer,  the  father  oif  our  late  sub- 
ject, was  born  October  17,  1806,  in  West- 
brook, where  he  learned  the  trade  of  farrier 
from  his  father,  and  followed  that  business 
all  his  life,  his  death  occurring  in  1882.  All 
his  days  were  actively  spent,  and  as  he  was  fru- 
gal and  hard-working,  lie  accumulated  quite 
a competency.  Although  he  was  a quiet,  peace- 
ful man,  lie  was  a firm  Abolitionist,  and  was 
always  ready  to  discuss  this  question  if  he 
thought  he  could  influence  his  hearers.  Al- 
ways a consistent  attendant  and  supporter  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  he  was  missed 
when  death  called  him  away.  In  1825  he  mar- 
ried Minerva  Kelsey,  daughter  of  Russell  and 
Cynthia  Kelsey,  born  in  1810,  and  she  died  in 
1867.  The  children  of  this  marriage  numbered 
six:  Russell,  our  subject;  Ellen  G.,  born  in 

1829,  first  married,  in  1850,  Capt.  Will- 
iam Stannard,  and  in  1882  Horace  T. 
Wilcox,  and  she  died  in  Chicago1,  111.,  in 
1894;  Louisa,  born  in  1832,  married 
Simeon  Dickinson,  of  Essex,  but  died 
in  Denver,  Colo.;  Wallace  G.,  born  in  1836, 
married  as  his  first  wife,  Sarah  D.  Morgan, 
in  1859,  later  Elvira  R.  Wilcox,  and  resides 
in  Westbrook;  Ann  Augusta  married,  in  1857, 
William  C.  Comstock,  a noted  manufacturer 
of  ivory  goods  in  Essex,  where  she  now  lives  ; 
and  D.  Wilson,  of  Centerbrook,  married  Emma 
Bushnell  and  has  one  son,  James,  who1  is  also 
married,  and  who1  has  a son,  Donald. 

Rjussell  Spencer  was  born  March  3,  1827, 
in  Westbrook,  and  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  in  Westbrook  Academy.  Un- 
til he  was  sixteen  years  old,  he  was  employed 


in  the  smithy  of  his  father,  and  then  decided 
to  try  his  fortune  away  from  home,  walking 
all  the  way  to  Meriden,  where  a,  position  was 
offered  him.  Several  years  of  hard  work  in 
Meriden  made  him  a master  hand  at  his 
trade,  and  there  he  won  many  friends,  but 
upon  the  request  of  his  father  he  returned 
to  the  old  shop  in  Westbrook,  as  his  father 
needed  his  assistance.  Naturally  a mechanic, 
Mr.  Spencer  had  been  very  successful  in  his 
work,  which  at  that  time  included  many 
branches  not  now  carried  on  in  a blacksmith 
shop,  and  after  some  time  spent  at  home  he 
accepted  a position  offered  him  by  the  M'eriden 
Cutlery  Company.  Here  he  was  engaged  as 
a shaper  of  their  product,  employing  several 
hands  on  contract  work,  and  receiving  excel- 
lent wages.  However,  factory  work  seemed 
to  injure  his  health,  and  he  left  Meriden  and 
purchased  a blacksmith  shop  in  Old  Saybrook, 
where  he  carried  on  his  trade,  living  a more  I 
active  life.  For  some  twelve  years  Mr.  Spen-  ? 
cer  continued  in  business  in  Old  Saybrook,  j 
at  the  end  of  which  time  the  Meriden  Com-  I 
pany  again  desired  his  services,  and,  selling 
his  shop,  he  returned  to  Meriden,  again  re-  , 
suming  contract  work,  as  he  had  done  before, 
giving  great  satisfaction  and  prospering  finan- 
cially. Until  failing  health  warned  him  that  the 
factory  life  was  again  sapping  his  strength,  Mr.  ’ 
Spencer  remained,  but  in  1885  decided  to  re-  : 
turn  to  his  native  town  of  Westbrook,  and  ■ 
spend  his  last  days  within  its  quiet  borders,  j 
having  earned  enough  to  enable  him  to  live  a 1 
life  of  leisure.  Purchasing  property  of  Charles  ' 
R.  Stannard,  on  Main  street,  he  removed  there,  j 
and  his  last  years  were  quietly  spent,  much  | 
of  his  leisure  time  being  employed  in  hunting 
and  fishing,  of  which  he  was  fond.  An  in-  ’ 
jured  foot  was  the  immediate  cause  of  his  1 
death,  which  occurred  January  22,  1899.  Al-  j 
though  his  father  had  been  so  ardent  a Re- 
publican,  Mr.  Spencer  looked  at  public  mat-  J 
ters  in  a different  way,  and  voted  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  always  refused  the  po-  j 
litical  offices  proffered  to1  him  from!  time  to 
time.  Both  he  and  wife  were  consistent  mem- 
bers of  St.  Andrews  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Meriden,  where  they  were  most  highly  es- 
teemed. 

On  November  23,  1851,  Mr.  Spencer  was 
married  to  Eleanor  Louisa  Hill,  who  was  born  . 
December  20,  1830,  in  Madison,  Conn.,  and  ; 
who  came  to1  Westbrook  with  her  parents  when  | 
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young.  Her  parents  were  Philip  and  Ann 
Eliza  M.  (Crane)  Hill,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a son  of  John  Hill,  a tailor  of  Madison. 
Philip  Hill  was  also  a tailor  for  fifty  years, 
and  later  was  the  trusted  mail  carrier  in  West- 
brook; and  he  died  at  the  age  ol  eighty-four 
years,  the  father  of  six  children  : ( 1 ) Albert 

Mortimer,  a seafaring  man,  was  a member 
oif  the  Fourteenth  Connecticut  Volunteer  In- 
fantry in  the  Civil  war,  was  wounded  by  a 
shell  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  died  in 
New  Jersey  while  on  his  way  home.  He  was 
a brave  man  and  good  soldier.  He  married 
Majry  Dibble,  who  lives  in  Westbrook, 
(2)  Edwin  A.  married  Cornelia  Jones, 
and  lives  in  Westbrook.  (3)  Ann  Maria  mar- 
ried Leverett  Linsley,  later  Gilbert  Linsley,  and 
lived  and  died  in  Branford.  (4)  Mrs.  Spen- 
cer. (5)  Emily  is  deceased.  (6)  Catherine 
A.  is  the  widow  of  Charles  R.  Stannard,  and 
resides  in  Westbrook.  Two-  children  were 
born  to  our  subject  and  wife:  (1)  Walter, 

born  in  Old  Say'brook,  died  October  7,  1872, 
aged  twenty  years.  (2)  Thomas,  born  in  Old 
Saybrook  January  16,  1856. 

Thomas  Spencer,  son  of  Russell,  moved 
with1  his  parents  while  young  to  Meriden, 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools,  and 
being  of  a studious  turn  of  mind,  occupied 
much  of  his  time  in  intellectual  work.  Em- 
ployed in  the  factory  with  his  father  he  dis- 
played such  mechanical  ability  as  well  as  su- 
perior mental  gifts,  that  he  attracted  atten- 
tion. For  one  year  he  attended  the  classes  of 
Professors  Phelps  and  Beebe,  in  Yale  College, 
soon  after  becoming  so  interested  in  electricity 
that  he, made  a thorough  study  of  it,  and  was 
engaged  by  the  Edison  Company  to  establish 
plants  through  New  England,  remaining  with 
them  a number  of  years.  Later  he  assisted 
in  the  formation  of  a company  now  known  as 
the  1 lelios-Upton  Company,  manufacturers  of 
electrical  supplies  of  all  kinds,  located  at  No. 
1231  Callowhill  street.  Philadelphia,  their  busi- 
ness reaching  over  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Spencer  is  now  superintendent  in  the  build- 
ing department  of  these  electrical  plants,  being 
also  an  inventor  of  some  celebrity,  the  com- 
pany manufacturing  hi>  inventions.  Mr. 
Spencer  was  married  January  4,  1800.  to  Mary 
Gilmore  McDougal,  of  Chicago,  111.,  eldest 
daughter  of  Robert  I).  and  Anna  Wood  Gil- 
more McDougal,  both  of  C hillieothc,  Ohio, 
where  Mr.  McDougal  was  a member  of  the 


Bar,  and  where  he  died.  After  his  death  the 
family  moved  to  Chicago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spen- 
cer reside  in  Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Spencer,  the 
widow  of  Russell,  enjoys  the  summers  in  West- 
brook, but  the  winters  are  spent  with  her  son 
in  Philadelphia. 

MASON  H.  SILLIMAN,  now  retired, 
who  for  many  years  was  an  important  figure 
in  the  commercial  life  of  Moodus,  Middlesex 
county,  and  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  a wide  circle  of  friends,  was  born  Febru- 
ary 13,  1821,  on  the  old  homestead  in  East 
Haddam,  son  of  Huntington  and  Statira  C. 
(Fuller)  Silliman.  Mr.  Silliman’s  grand- 
father was  a native  of  Chester,  this  county, 
but  lived  in  East  Haddam  for  a number  of 
years.  H,e  had  a large  family : William, 

Huntington,  Eliphalet,  Oliver  and  Dorothy. 

Huntington  Silliman  was  born  in  the  town 
of  East  Haddam,  in  a locality  known  as  Silli- 
manville,  in  June,  1795,  and  died  March  25, 
18751;  his  wife  passed  away  December  10, 
i860.  The  grandfather  had  started  a shoe- 
making business,  which  Huntington  and  his 
brother  William  continued,  the  former  all  his 
life.  Politically  the  father  was  a Whig,  then 
a Republican,  and  he  was  a stanch  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  To  himself 
and  wife  were  born:  Alfred  G.,  Joseph,  Eliza 
G.,  Laura,  William),  Mtison  H.  and  Jared  B. 

Mason  PI.  Silliman  grew  to  maturity  in 
Moodus,  learning  the  trade  of  a shoemaker, 
and  attending  the  district  schools.  After  at- 
taining to  years  of  manhood  he  continued 
making  shoes  up  to  the  age  of  thirty-four, 
when  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  in 
Moodus,  and  conducted  a flourishing  concern 
for  twelve  years;  he  then  went  to  Brooklyn 
and  operated  a feed  anil  flour  establishment 
for  eleven  years.  In  time  he  acquired  proper- 
ty in  Brooklyn,  but  the  old  home  feeling  grew 
too  strong,  so  in  1877  lie  disposed  of  all  his 
interests,  returned  to  Moodus,  and  settled  on 
the  old  homestead,  where  he  has  since  lived 
a life  of  retirement.  This  homestead  property 
has  been  in  the  family  for  125  years,  lieing 
the  home  the  grandfather  purchased  when  he 
located  in  East  Haddam.  Never  before  in  its 
history  has  the  property  been  in  such  excel- 
lent condition. 

Mr.  Silliman  was  married  to  Lucy  P. 
Wright,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Cros- 
by1)  Wright,  of  Leesville,  East  Haddam.  Mr. 
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and  Mrs.  Wright  had  children  as  follows : 
Charles  D.,  born  January  25,  1804.  married 
Harriet  Whitmore.  Moses  B.,  born  Septem- 
ber 26,  1805,  married  Adelia  Whitmore.  Mary 
S.,  born  October  4,  1807,  married  Alphonso 
Hyde.  Mattalena  C.,  born  February  4,  1810, 
married  Levi  Crosby.  Hannah  E.,  born  Janu- 
ary 28,  1812,  married  Francis  G.  Root.  Pru- 
dence C.,  born  May  26,  1814,  married  Ros- 
well Davison.  Daniel  M.,  born  July  26,  1816, 
married  Prudence  Youngs.  Rebecca  A.,  born 
July  14,  1818,  married  Daniel  C.  Taylor.  Lu- 
cy P.,  born  December  14,  1820,  married  Mason 
H.  Silliman.  Ann  T.,  born  August  14,  1823, 
married  Henry  F.  Gardner.  Jane  G.,  born 
March  5,  1826,  died  in  youth.  To  the  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Silliman  were  born:  Freder- 
ick W.,  who  died  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  July 
25,  1883,  was  married  in  New  York  City  to 
Mary  Pearsall.  John  H:.,  born  October  17, 
1851,  is  a theatrical  manager;  he  married 
Flora  Baxter,  a Southern  lady.  Laura  P.  died 
August  15,  1864,  when  a little  over  a year  old. 
Annie  Crosby  died  July  17,  1867,  in  Brooklyn, 
when  eight  months  old.  For_  a number  of 
years  Mrs.  Silliman  has  been  an  invalid,  but 
her  gentle  influence  has  been  felt  throughout 
her  home  and  in  the  lives  of  her  family. 

Politically  Mr.  Silliman  has  always  been 
a Republican,  and  adheres  to  the  principles 
of  that  party.  In  religion  he  is  a member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  while  his  wife  is 
an  Episcopalian,  and  both  denominations  re- 
ceive his  liberal  support.  Mr.  Silliman  is  a 
director  in  the  National  Bank  of  New  England, 
and  takes  a deep  interest  in  anything  calcu- 
lated to  advance  the  material  prosperity  of  the 
community. 

OLIVER  WELLS  MACK.  Almost  every 
important  town  in  Connecticut  has  some  lead- 
ing industry  that  has  spread  its  name  far  and 
wide.  Portland,  in  Middlesex  county,  is 
widely  known  for  its  great  output  of  fine 
brown  stone,  SO'  that  the  quarrying  business 
has  been  a leading  one  for  years  in  that  town. 
I11  former  years  it  furnished  employment  to 
many  young  men  who  came  from  the  farm  all 
over  New  England,  seeking  the  high  wages 
that  the  quarries  paid  to  good  men.  They 
came  on  foot  in  the  spring  and  returned  home 
the  same  way  in  the  fall,  when  the  quarries 
were  closed  down.  With  their  coming  and  go- 
ing some  remained,  and  became  good  citizens 


and  leading  business  men,  the  push  and  energy  j 
that  brought  them  hither  attending  their  sub- 
sequent career. 

In  this  way  Mr.  Mack  became  a citizen  of  j 
Portland.  He  came  here  as  a stone  quarry- 
man  in  1846,  and  for  fifty  years  was  identi- 
fied with  the  brown  stone  business.  His  jnod- 
est  beginnings  and  the  large  success  that  has 
attended  him  make  his  career  seem  almost  mar- 
velous. He  proved  himself  a laborer  of  such  !j 
ability  that  he  was  given  a better  place,  but  1 
each  position  in  turn  failed  to  furnish  a field 
too  broad  for  him  to*  cover,  thoroughly  and 
efficiently,  and  he  continued  to  display  at  the  1 
same  time  the  ability  for  a still  more  respon- 
sible position.  He  was  made  superintendent  r 
of  the  Middlesex  Quarry,  and  then  became  the  j 
agent  for  the  Shaler  & Hall  Quarry  Company  f jj 

and  his  career  in  that  capacity  is  quite  unique.  1 
It  has  been  attended  with  large  success,  and  1 
exhibits  sound  business  qualities  far  beyond  the  l 
usual  allotment.  Mr.  Mack  has  been  a busy  j 
man,  but  in  the  stress  of  business  has  not  failed  * 
tO'  take  an  interest  in  the  moral  and  philan- 
thropical  movements  of  the  time.  The  Port-  1 
land  Methodist  Church  has  counted  him  one 
of  its  most  active  and  reliable  workers,  and  he 
is  a leading  and  influential  member  of  that 
congregation. 

Mr.  Mack  was  born  in  Haddam,  Middle- 
sex Co.,  Conn.,  September  5,  1827,  son  of  Ro-  ■ 
mantha  Mack,  and  grandson  of  Hezekiah  [ 
Mack,  who*  was  a Revolutionary  soldier.  John  [ 
Mack,  a son  of  Hezekiah,  was  a soldier  in  the  • 
war  of  1812,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  Lundy’s  Lane. 

Romantha  Mack  was  born  in  East  Had- 
dam and  when  a young  man  entered  the  quar- 
ries at  that  place.  He  had  his  own  way  to  j 
make  in  the  world,  and  early  began  in  the  good  j 
old  New!  England  fashion,  by  marrying  and 
setting  up  a family  altar.  His  wife,  Mehita-  ’ 
ble  (Knowles),  was  a native  of  Haddam,  and 
their  children  were  as  follows : Ursula  mar- 

ried John  Griffin,  went  to  Wisconsin,  and 
when  last  heard  from  was  in  North  Dakota. 
Oliver  W.  was  the  second  child.  Mary  mar- 
ried Alexander  Clark,  and  died  in  Haddam. 
Frederick  is  a resident  of  East  Haddam.  Jane 
married  Justin  E.  Arnold,  of  Haddam  Neck, 
and  both  are  deceased.  Martin  V.  B.  died 
when  twenty-four  years  old.  John  T.  lives  in 
East  Haddam.  The  father  moved  to  East  I 
Haddam  about  1831,  and  located  on  his  fa- 
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ther’s  farm.  He  later  came  to  own  more 
land,  and  was  known  as  one  of  the  large  land 
owners  of  the  county,  being  well  off  for  those 
days.  He  left  a nice  property.  Politically, 
he  was  a Democrat.  He  lived  to  be  sixty-sev- 
en years  old. 

Oliver  W.  Mack  had  the  usual  district 
school  privileges,  and  his  first  teachers  were 
Mr.  Eli,  Mr.  Palmer,  Alfred  Gates,  and 
Thomas  J.  Williams.  When  he  was  about  ten 
years  old  he  began  working  for  his  father  on 
the  farm,  as  he  was  the  eldest  son,  and  his  help 
was  needed.  He  remained  at  home  until  his 
younger  brothers  were  able  to  take  hold  of' 
the  farm  work,  and  then  left  to  engage  in  oth- 
er business.  On  March  31,  1846,  he  came  to 
Portland  and  went  to  work  at  once  in  the  Mid- 
dlesex Quarry,  as  a general  laborer,  receiving 
forty-eight  cents  a day  and  board.  He  took 
up  the  work  readily,  and  after  a year  was  made 
foreman  for  Joel  Hall,  on  his  farm  in  Port- 
land. Pie  was  three  years  a “scappler”  in  the 
quarry,  and  then  became  “foreman  on  the 
rock,”  having  a gang  of  men  under  his  con- 
trol. For  seventeen  years  he  was  engaged  in 
this  capacity,  and  was  then  foreman  in  the 
yard  for  seven  years,  supervising  men  who 
were  dressing  stone.  Mr.  Mack  succeeded  F. 
A.  Parker  as  superintendent,  and  was  manag- 
er of  the  Shaler  & Hall  Quarry  for  fifteen 
years,  years  noted  for  their  prosperity  and 
success  in  the  history  of  the  company.  Mr. 
Mack  finally  retired  from  the  service  of  the 
Shaler  & Hall  Company,  and  about  189.? 
opened  the  Connecticut  Freestone  Quarry,  at 
Cromwell,  of  which  he  was  an  agent  and  an 
interested  owner.  Since  1895  he  has  practi- 
cally lived  retired. 

On  February  22,  1850,  Mr.  Mack  married 
Miss  Lucretia  Chapman,  of  East  Haddam, 
daughter  of  Austin  Chapman.  They  had 
three  children.  The  first,  Julia  L.,  now  Mrs. 
Frederick  Yale,  of  Meriden,  is  herself  the 
mother  of  three  children,  Carrie,  Oliver  and 
Ellwood,  the  first  two  of  whom  are  graduates 
of  Wesleyan  University.  Hattie,  the  second, 
died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  in  Portland. 
Revillo,  the  third,  died  when  nine  days  old. 
Mrs.  Lucretia  Mack  died  Aug.  22,  1854,  and  on 
December  2,  1854,  Mr.  Mack  married,  for  his 
second  wife,  Miss  Elizabeth  Blown,  of  Chat- 
ham. Mrs.  Mack  is  the  daughter  of  Horace 
and  Lydia  (Bales)  Brown.  Children  have 
been  born  to  this  marriage  as  follows  : Edith, 


married  Frank  Yale,  of  Meriden,  and  died 
three  months  later.  Clara  died  at  seventeen. 
Frankie  married  W.  L.  Somerset,  a native  of 
Portland,  who  for  five  years  held  the  honor- 
able position  of  house  physician  at  the  Willard 
Parker  Hospital  of  New  York,  and  is  now  on 
the  staff  of  the  health  board  of  that  city.  Lil- 
lian, now  Mrs.  George  Evans,  of  Kingston, 
Pa.,  is  a lady  of  culture  and  ability.  In  1852 
Mr.  Mack  built  on  what  is  now  Spring  street 
the  first  house  he  ever  owned.  In  1880  he  built 
another,  which  is  now1  the  Methodist  Church 
parsonage.  This  property  he  practically  gave 
to  the  church  when  lie  sold  it  at  figures  far 
below'  the  value.  His  present  home,  on  Main 
street,  w'as  purchased  in  1895.  Mr.  Mack 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  he  has  been  one  of  its  trustees 
since  1852.  He  w-as  choirmaster  there  forty- 
years,  class-leader  almost  continuously,  and 
has  been  at  different  times  superintendent  of 
the  Sabbath-school,  being  the  first  to  fill  that 
place  in  the  church  in  Portland.  Mrs.  Mack 
belongs  to  the  Earnest  Workers,  and  the  Wo- 
men's Missionary  Society.  Mr.  Mack  joined 
the  Odd  Fellows  at  Portland  in  the  later  forties 
but  the  lodge  has  since  disbanded.  He  was  as- 
sociated with  that  curious  development  of 
American  politics  that  found  expression  in  the 
“Know  Nothing”  party,  which  was  swallowed 
up  in  the  great  anti-slavery  agitation.  Mr. 
Mack  has  been  a Republican  since  the  organiz- 
ation of  that  party.  He  was  a town  commit- 
teeman for  ten  years,  and  for  many  years  w as 
registrar  of  voters. 

ASAHEL  P.  BAILEY  (deceased)  was  a 
well-known  resident  of  Pligganum,  Middle- 
sex Co.,  Conn.  He  was  a grandson  of  Scrgt. 
Reuben  Bailey,  a native  of  Haddam  tow  n,  wii<> 
served  with  the  Connecticut  troops  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  received  a wound  in  the 
leg  which  eventually  caused  his  death,  before 
he  was  pensioned.  He  died  in  1823,  on  a small 
farm  which  he  owned,  near  the  present  location 
of  the  Scovil  shops ; the  house  has  since  burned. 
There  he  carried  on  farming  and  shocmaking 
and  ran  a small  tannery.  He  married  Zaruah 
Palmer,  and  they  had  the  following  named 
children : Asahel,  Emory.  Rhoda,  Fruclla, 

Zabud  (father  of  Asahel  1\),  Samantha  and 
Lewis.  Reuben  Bailey  lies  in  the  Higganum 
cemetery. 

Zabud  Bailey,  our  subject's  father,  was 
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born  in  Haddam,  in  1787,  and  died  there  July 
7,  1864.  His  school  advantages  were  limited, 
but  he  was  naturally  very  intelligent,  and  per- 
severed in  whatever  he  undertook  until  he 
thoroughly  mastered  it.  He  married  Deidama 
Young,  a daughter  of  Asaph  and  Abbie 
(Brooks)  Young,  who  was  born  in  Haddam, 
in  1787,  and  died  April  21,  1871.  To  this 
union  were  born:  Orson,  Alva,  Henry  Mar- 

vin, Asahel  Palmer,  Abigail,  Hiram,  Joseph 
Riley,  Alfred  Cone  and  Aurillus. 

Asahel  P.  Bailey  was  born  in  Haddam 
January  19,  1818,  and  attended  the  district 
schools  of  Higganum.  When  but  a boy  of 
ten  years  he  was  obliged  to  work  for  his  food 
and  clothing,  but  until  he  was  fourteen  he 
spent  as  much  time  as  possible  in  school.  His 
first  regular  employment  was  in  a factory, 
where  for  a year  he  worked  at  the  wood  turn- 
ing trade ; subsequently  he  went  into1  an  oakum 
factory,  then  to  a brickyard,  in  his  later  years 
engaging  in  farming.  Whatever  line  Mr.  Bai- 
ley pursued  he  succeeded  in  it,  and  on  ac- 
count of  his  wise  frugality  and  correctness 
of  living  he  acquired  for  his  advancing  years 
a competency.  Plis  example  might  well  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  younger  generation.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  force  of  character,  and  upright 
and  just  in  all  his  dealings.  For  thirty-two 
years  Mir.  Bailey  was  one  of  the  trusted  em- 
ployes of  the  Scovil  Manufacturing  Company, 
serving  them)  faithfully  and  well. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  first  married  in  Middle- 
town  to  Martha  Jane  Bailey,  a daughter  of 
Rufus  Bailey,  of  Haddam,,  born  August  7, 
1827.  She  died  July  17,  1851,  and  his  second 
marriage  was  to*  Amelia  Gladding,  a daughter 
of  Willard  and  Sabra  (Brainerd)  Gladding, 
born  March  31,  1819,  died  April  9,  1892.  To 
this  union  came  one  daughter,  Sabra  Maria, 
born  December  23,  1853,  jwho  was  married 
April  1,  1876,  to  Franklin  Brainerd,  of  Mid- 
dletown, Conn. ; Mr.  Brainerd  died  April  10, 
1882,  and  his  widow  married  Frederick  Kel- 
sey, of  Middletown,  on  April  11,  1888.  By1  his 
first  marriage  Asahel  P.  Bailey  also>  had  one 
daughter,  Martha  Almeda,  who  died  August 
25,  1866.  Mrs.  Amelia  (Gladding)  Bailey’s 
parents  had  children  as  follows : Russell  B., 

Sally  Maria,  Sally  Maria  (2),  Amelia  and 
Amelia  (2),  the  last  named  being  Mrs.  Bailey. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bailey  was  always  an  ardent 
Democrat,  but  never  aspired  to  office,  though 
he  served  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1888-89. 


He  was  highly  respected  in  the  community  in 
which  he  made  his  home  for  so  many  years. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
at  Higganum,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged, 
and  took  much  interest  in  the  prosperity  of 
his  church,  of  which  he  was  an  honored  trus- 
tee. He  died  suddenly,  March  2,  1901. 

SAMUEL  MITCHELL  PRATT  (de- 
ceased) was  one  of  the  successful  and  highly 
esteemed  citizens  of  Westbrook,  Middlesex 
county,  who'  lived  a quiet,  unostentatious  and 
useful  life,  in  the  home  of  his  youth,  passing 
away  at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  mourned 
by  many  sincere  friends. 

Frederick  H.  Pratt,  his  father,  was  born 
April  8,  1790,  in  Essex,  this  county,  and  came 
to  Westbrook  with  his  parents  when  but  two 
years  old.  His  early  boyhood  days  were  spent 
in  his  father's  shipyard,  wdren  not  in  attend- 
ance at  the  district  school,  but  poor  health  pre- 
vented him  from  adopting  his  father’s  trade. 
When  fifteen  years  old  he  embarked  in  the 
mercantile  business,  opening  up  a small  store 
in  the  western  part  of  Westbrook,  which  he 
conducted  for  several  years,  succeeding  be- 
yond his  expectations.  In  1814  he  removed  to 
a point  near  the  center  of  Westbrook,  imme- 
diately east  of  our  subject’s  late  home,  in  con- 
junction with  his  brother  Mitchell  erecting 
there  a building,  and  engaged  in  storekeeping 
and  shipbuilding  in  a small  way.  Later  they 
owned  a store  in  Haddam,  which  Frederick 
conducted  for  several  years,  while  Mitchell 
managed  the  Westbrook  store.  The  firm  of 
Mitchell  & Frederick  Pratt  is  still  remembered, 
as  the  brothers  were  successful  merchants. 
They  retired  from  business  on  account  of  poor 
health.  Frederick  H.  Pratt  lived  on  his  farm 
during  his  remaining  years,  his  death  occurring 
July  25,  1865.  The  home  lately  occupied  by 
our  subject  was  erected  in  1830,  and  is  still 
standing.  The  store  was  removed  a few  years 
since  by  that  gentleman. 

On  October  10,  1826,  Frederick  H.  Pratt 
married  P'hebe  Hill,  who  was  born  September 
9,  1800,  in  Westbrook,  a daughter  of  Michael 
and  Dorcas  (White)  Hill,  the  former  a farm- 
er and  prominent  citizen  of  'Westbrook.  The 
children  born  of  this  union  were:  Samuel 

Mitchell,  our  subject;  Phebe  R.,  widow  of  Ed- 
ward Griswold,  who1  resides  in  Centerbrook, 
with  two  children,  John  S.  and  Rosa  B. ; Mary 
A.,  living  at  the  homestead;  and  Jane  S.,  who 
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married  Edward  Bull,  of  Centerbrook,  now  a 
retired  Congregational  minister,  and  has  two 
children,  Edward  and  Frederick  W. 

Samuel  Mitchell  Pratt  was  born  August 
20,  1827,  and  received  his  education  in  private 
schools  of  an  excellent  character,  taught  by 
local  ministers  and  Yale  students.  While  still  a 
young  man  he  became  interested  in  the  con- 
struction of  ships,  learning  the  trade  of  ship 
carpenter,  and  worked  in  that  line  for  many 
years.  Finally,  upon  acquiring  the  old  home 
farm  by  purchase  from  the  other  heirs,-  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
life,  his  devoted  sister  sharing  his  home.  Un- 
til within  one  year  of  his  decease  he  was  ac- 
tive, being  always  a careful,  industrious  and 
frugal  man.  A stanch  Republican,  Mr.  Pratt 
was  called  upon  to  serve  several  terms  on  the 
board  of  selectmen,  and  for  part  of  the  time 
was  chairman.  In  the  Congregational  Church 
he  could  always  be  relied  upon  as  one  whose 
sympathy  and  help  would  be  given  with  cheer- 
ful and  generous  readiness. 

Mr.  Pratt’s  wife  died  in  1886.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Emogene  Post,  and  she  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Jedediah  Post,  a member  of  one  of  the 
prominent  families  of  Westbrook.  The  death 
of  Mr.  Pratt  occurred  October  12,  1900.  He 
was  a recognized  factor  in  the  public  life  of  the 
community,  and  left  an  estate  Which  he  had 
acquired  by  his  personal  efforts. 

JAMES  CLARK  WALKLEY,  for  many 
years  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  highly 
esteemed  citizens  of  Middlesex  county,  and 
whose  ancestors  were  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Haddam,  was  born  in  Haddam  March 
3,  1817,  son  of  Deacon  James  and  Lydia 
(Spencer)  Walkley. 

(I)  Richard  Walkley  (Wakelee),  the  emi- 
grant ancestor,  came  from  Scotland  to  Say- 
brook,  Conn.,  in  (1835,;  with  Lords  Say  and 
Seal  and  Brooke.  I'licre  was  a Thomas  Wake- 
lee who  settled  at  Uingham,  Mass.,  the  same 
year,  and  probably  was  a brother  of  Richard. 
Thomas  was  a freemlan  in  1636,  and  was  likely 
at  Casco  Bay  in  1665,  and  he  and  his  w ife,  son, 
daughter-in-law  and  two  grandchildren  were 
there  murdered  by  the  Indians  in  1675.  A 
Henry  Wakelee,  of  1 lartford,  was  the  first  law- 
yer of  record  in  the  Colony.  The  motto  of  the 
Wakelee  family,  of  whose  coat  of  arms  there 
is  no  description,  is  “ aquila  non  caput  muscas.” 
In  reference  to  the  present  spelling  of  the 


name,  it  may  be  said  that  (II)  Richard  Walk- 
ley  (2)  changed  the  original  name  of  Wake- 
lee to'  Walkelev,  and  (III)  Jonathan  dropped 
the  “e” ; it  is  now  Walkley.  (I)  Richard 
Walkley  had  a son  (II)  Richard  (2),  who  set- 
tled at  Haddam,  Conn.,  about  1652,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  nine  freeholders  in  the  town. 

(II) Richard  (2)  had- two  sons,  Richard  (3) 
and  Ebenezer,  and  died  in  Haddam.  (Ill) 
Richard  (3),  had  six  sons,  Stephen,  Simon, 
Zebulon,  Jonathan,  Richard  (4)  and  Asa. 
Stephen  lived  in  Albany ; he  never  married. 
Zebulon  died  childless  in  Litchfield,  Conn.  Si- 
mon lived  at  Haddam.  Jonathan  had  one 
son,  Stephen,  who  lived  in  Southington,  Conn. 
Richard  (4)  lived  in  Haddam,  and  had  three 
sons — Richard  (5),  who  settled  in  Springfield. 
Mass. ; Stephen,  w'ho  w'ent  to  the  Southern 
States;  and  Gnrdon,  who  lived  in  Haddanx 

(IV)  Asa  Walkley,  youngest  son  of  Rich- 
ard  (3),  lived  in  Haddam,  and  had  three  sons, 
of  whom  two  lived  in  Ohio.  Of  the  three 
sons  of  Asa, 

(V)  Stephen  Walkley  lived  and  died  in 
Haddam,  and  had  four  sons:  Nelson,  born  in 
1812;  Alden,  born  in  1S15;  Jonathan,  born 
in  1828;  and  Stephen,  born  in  1832.  Alden 
lived  at  Cross  Plains,  Ga. ; he  never  married. 
Two  of  the  others  may  have  removed  to  South- 
ington, Conn. 

(Ill)  Ebenezer  Walkley,  son  of  Richard 
(2),  had  a son, 

; (IV)  Solomon  Walkley,  who  was  a promi- 
nent man  in  the  community.  He  reared  a fami- 
ly of  six  sons  and  two  daughters:  Solomon 

(2),  of  Haddam,  who  was  three  times  mar- 
ried; James,  father  of  James  C. ; Simon,  who 
settled  in  West  Springfield,  Mass.;  Timothy; 
Daniel;  David;  Rebecca;  and  Hannah.  The 
ttwo  daughters  never  married.  Solomon  (2), 
Jam|es  and  David  settled  in  Haddam.  The 
latter  had  a son,  Webster  R.  Walkley,  who  is 
a hardware  merchant  in  Brooklyn  N.  Y.,  and 
alderman  of  the  55th  District. 

(V)  Deacon  James  Walkley.  son  of  Solo- 
mon (1),  was  lx>rn  in  Haddam  December  26, 
1773,  and  died  August  12.  1839.  On  Septem- 
ber 2,  1802,  lie  was  married  in  Ponsett,  Conn., 
to  Lydia  Spencer,  who  was  liom  September 
27,  1782,  and  died  February’  3,  1861.  James 
Walkley  was  a man  of  considerable  local  note, 
an  extensive  farmer,  captain  of  the  militia,  and 
held  various  town  offices.  To  himself  and 
wife  came  children  as  follows:  ( 1 ) Irene  S., 
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born  January  6,  1804,  died  September  10,  1805. 

(2)  Selden  Spencer,  born  January  18,  1806, 
married  Caroline  Lord,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Lord,  of  Salem,  Mass. ; he  was  a successful 
merchant  in  Eufaula,  Ala.,  retired  from  busi- 
ness' in  middle  life,  and  removed  to  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  died  about  1901.  He  had  two 
sons,  Selden  and  James,  'both  now)  deceased. 

(3)  Esther  Irene,  born  May  27,  1809,  died 
December  9,  1896.  She  married  Rev.  James 
Noyes,  of  Wallingford,  Conn.  (4)  James 
Clark  is  our  subject  proper. 

(VI)  James  Clark  Walkley  was  born 
March  3,  1817,  and  died  October  4,  1890. 
He  was  a native  of  Haddam  and  always  took 
an  interest  in  its  progress,  and  for  many  years 
made  it  his  summer  home,  after  locating  else- 
where. He  graduated  from  Yale  College  in 
1836,  and  in  early  life  taught  in  an  academy 
on  Long  Island  for  two  years,  and  then  studied 
law  for  one  year  with  Gov.  Ellsworth,  and  for 
one  year  in  the  Harvard  Law  School.  He  set- 
tled in  Hartford,  where  he  became  one  of  the 
leading  professional  men  of  the  city. 
He  was  four  years  clerk  of  the  County 
and  Superior  courts,  and  was  clerk  of 
the  Recorder’s  court  for  six  years;  city 
attorney  two  years ; and  city  auditor 
ten  years.  In  March,  1852,  he  became  presi- 
dent of  the  Charter  Oak  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, and  held  that  office  until  1876.  He  di- 
vided his  residence  between  Hartford  and  his 
native  town  of  Haddam,  and  represented  the 
latter  in  the  Legislature  in  1869,  in  a manner 
that  reflected  great  credit  upon  himself  and 
his  constituents.  He  was  prominent  in  the 
organization  of  the  Connecticut  Valley  Rail- 
road, and  was  president  of  the  same  and 
one  of  the  directors  until  his  resignation,  in 
1872.  His  last  years  were  spent  on  the  pa- 
ternal homestead  in  Haddam,  where  he  died 
after  three  weeks’  illness,  from  congestion  of 
the  brain,  October  4,  1890,  in  his  seventy- 
fourth  year.  Socially  Mr.  Walkley  was  a 
member  of  various  organizations,  including 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  being  very  popular  in  all. 

James  Clark  Walkley  was  miarried  Sep- 
tember 21,  1842,  to  Mlartha  Ann  Smith,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Jonathan  Smith,  of  Agawam, 
Mass.  Mrs.  Walkley  survived  her  husband 
and  died  May  24,  1901.  To'  this  union  were 
born  four  daughters  and  one  son  : ( 1 ) Martha 

Lydia  married  Clinton  B.  Davis,  of  Hartford, 
and  had  two  children,  James  Walkley  and 


Martha  Emily.  The  mother  died  January  2, 
1894.  (2)  Hannah  Maria,  (3)  Mary  Esther 

and  (4)  Jennie  Spencer  are  mentioned  below. 
(5)  James  Smith  was  baptized  April  26,  1863, 
and  died  May  1,  1868.  Mr.  and  Mjrs.  James 
C.  Walkley  were  'both  members  of  the  Park 
Congregational  Church,  of  Hartford. 

Miss  Hannah  M.  Walkley  and  her  two  sis- 
ters reside  in  their  beautiful  home  between 
Higganum  and  Haddam,  on  Walkley  Hiill. 
They  are  very  hospitable  ladies,  kind-hearted 
and  charitable,  and  have  a circle  of  friends 
which  is  measured  by  the  list  of  their  ac- 
quaintances. 

CAPT.  FREDERICK  WILCOX  SPEN- 
CER passed  out  of  life  at  his  home  in  West- 
brook, Middlesex  county,  October  6,  1898, 
after  a long,  useful  and  successful  career.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  find  in  the  annals  of  this 
State  a record  of  three  more  remarkable  men 
than  the  Spencer  brothers — Capt.  Frederick 
Wilcox,  Capt.  Joseph  Whittlesey  and  Alfred 
Goodrich.  Launched  upon  the  ocean  of  life  at 
an  age  when  most  boys  are  engaged  in  the 
rudimentary  branches  of  education,  and  having 
no  claims  of  birth,  education,  or  fortune,  with 
only  a mother's  blessing  and  a father’s  advice, 
they  achieved  a reputation  as  navigators  and 
seamen  of  which  any  American  might  well  be 
proud,  never  lost  a vessel,  or  met  with  a seri- 
ous accident. 

Capt.  Spencer  belonged  to  the  old  and  hon- 
ored Spencer  family  whose  ancestry  can  be 
traced  without  break  as  far  back  as  1634,  when 
Gerrard  Spencer  came  from  England  and  made 
his  home  first  in  wdiat  is  now  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  tracing  his  lineage  through  a line  of 
brave  seamen,  soldiers  and  unpretentious  farm- 
ers. Timothy  Spencer,  the  Captain’s  father, 
was  born  in  1772,  a son  of  Caleb  Spencer,  and 
a direct  descendant  of  Thomas  Spencer,  who 
settled  in  Pochaug,  now  Westbrook,  in  1685, 
and  soon  after  commenced  working  the  iron 
mines  of  Pond  Meadow — the  first  mining 
operations  in  what  is  now  Middlesex  county. 
Timothy  Spencer  was  a carpenter  and  ship- 
builder, and  as  his  business  called  him  from 
home  much  of  the  time  he  could  give  but  little 
attention  to  his  children.  He  married  Polly 
Bushnell,  who  died  November  25,  1820,  a de- 
scendant of  the  Bushnells  who  settled  in  Say- 
brook  about  1644.  By  her  he  had  seven  chil- 
dren : Mariette,  born  in  1806;  Emeline,  1807; 
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Frederick  Wilcox,  1810;  Joseph  Whittlesey, 
1812;  Alfred  Goodrich,  1814;  Eloise,  1816; 
and  Harriet,  1820. 

Frederick  Wilcox  Spencer,  the  eldest  of  the 
sons,  was  born  in  Westbrook,  January  7,  1810. 
His  education  was  limited  to  a few  weeks’  at- 
tendance at  the  public  schools  during  the  winter 
months,  and  a brief  period  under  the  tutorship 
of  Rev.  William  Selden.  The  remainder  of  the 
time  was  spent  in  doing  odd  jobs  of  farm  or 
other  work  until  he  made  choice  of  his  life 
work,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  shipping  as  a boy 
on  one  of  the  numerous  small  coasters  that 
plied  between  the  several  ports  of  Connecticut 
and  New  York.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
shipped  as  an  ordinary  seaman  on  the  “Tus- 
kina,”  a ship  of  420  tons  burden,  commanded 
by  Capt.  Joseph  Post,  of  Essex,  Conn.,  and 
represented  by  E,  W.  Hurlburt  & Co.,  of  New 
York,  as  agent.  This  was  in  1831.  In  1837, 
six  years  after  he  entered  the  forecastle,  he  was 
master  of  this  ship.  He  made  several  voyages 
to  Europe  and  to  different  Southern  ports,  and 
during  the  Seminole  war  was  engaged  in  trans- 
porting troops  and  munitions  of  war  to  Florida. 
He  continued  in  the  employ  of  the  Hurlburts 
for  seven  or  eight  years,  during  which  period 
he  commanded  other  vessels,  some  of  much 
greater  tonnage.  He  afterward  entered  the 
service  of  Everett  & Brown,  and  was  for  sev- 
eral years  in  the  employ  of  Lawrence  Giles  & 
Co.  During  this  period  he  commanded  sev- 
eral well-known  vessels,  among  which  were  the 
“Tuskina,”  “Elizabeth,”  “Dennison,”  “Silas 
Greenman,”  “E.  C.  Scranton,”  “West  Point,” 
“Davy  Crockett”  and  “Monarch  of  the  Sea,” 
the  latter  of  1,900  tons  burden.  A portion  of 
the  time  during  the  Mexican  war  he  was  en- 
gaged in  transporting  troops,  etc.,  for  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion 
was  also  in  the  service  of  the  Government.  His 
was  the  second  vessel  that  entered  Charleston 
Harbor.  1 1 is  whole  seafaring  life  covered  a 
period  of  over  thirty  years.  lie  was  frequently 
transferred  from  one  ship  to  another,  some- 
times remaining  ashore  for  a few  months  at  a 
time.  In  1859,  while  spending  a few  months 
at  homo,  he  received  the  unsought  nomination 
of  the  Republican  party  of  his  native  town  for 
the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  by  a large 
majority;  and  at  different  periods  before  he 
quit  the  sea  he  was  captured  by  his  fellow  citi 
zens  and  sent  to  represent  them  in  the  Legis- 
lature, being  re-elected  in  1804,  1866  and  1871. 
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In  1865  he  retired  from  his  long  and  eventful 
career  as  a seafaring  man  to  the  quiet  of  his 
farm  in  Westbrook.  In  1877  he  was  elected  to 
the  State  Senate  from  the  Nineteenth  Senator- 
ial district,  and  was  re-elected  in  1878  and 
1879.  During  each  term  he  was  a member  of 
the  committee  on  Fisheries.  Capt.  Spencer 
was  a stanch  Republican  from  the  organization 
of  the  party,  and  wras  a firm  and  active  sup- 
porter of  the  Government  during  the  Civil  war. 
He  was  not  only  deservedly  popular  in  his  na- 
tive town,  but  throughout  his  Senatorial  dis- 
trict. His  long  and  successful  career  as  a sea- 
faring man  by  no  means  unfitted  him  for  the 
duties  of  public  life.  His  sterling  integrity, 
unflinching  courage  and  cool  judgment  were 
qualities  which  were  duly  appreciated  by  his 
constituents,  and  made  his  power  and  influence 
felt  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

On  August  21,  1836,  Captain  Spencer  was 
married  to  Ann  Eliza  Kirtland,  who  was  born 
August  26,  1814,  daughter  of  Philip  Kirtland, 
of  Westbrook.  She  died  April  26,  1896.  The 
children  of  this  union  were : Sarah  Casey ; 

Charles  Frederick,  who  died  in  infancy;  Ade- 
laide Ely,  born  in  1845,  now  the  widow  of  E. 
B.  Sherman,  and  living  in  Bridgeport,  Conn, 
(her  children  are  Mary,  who  married  George 
\\  indsor,  Alice,  Annie  and  Louise)  ; and 
Charles  Frederick,  born  in  1848.  who  died  in 
1870. 

Sarah  Casey  Spencer,  the  eldest  child  of 
Capt.  Spencer,  was  married  November  15, 
1861,  by  Rev.  Stephen  A.  Loper,  to 

Capt.  John  A.  Post,  who  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1832,  son  of  Capt.  Merritt  Post,  of 
Westbrook.  Capt.  Post  shipped  lxffore  the 
mast  when  young,  on  a vessel  which  was  for 
mJany  years  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade 
along  Long  Island  Sound.  Before  the  war 
he  went  South,  and  for  nuany  wars  was 
captain  on  the  Cromwell  line  of  steamers,  run- 
ning between  New  York  and  New  Orleans, 
the  “Thomas  Swan,”  “Huntsville."  “George 
Cromwell,”  and  others,  continuing  in  that  ser- 
vice for  many  years.  The  latter  part  of  his 
life  was  spent  in  Westbrook,  where  lie  died 
January  21,  1892,  his  wife  surviving  him  ex- 
actly one  year.  Capt.  Post  was  a prominent 
| man  in  Republican  political  circles,  and  rep- 
I resented  Westbrook  in  the  Legislature  during 
I 1882-83.  Socially  he  was  connected  with  the 
I Masonic  fraternity.  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Post  had 
I children  as  follows:  Frederick  S.,  horn  De- 
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cember  27,  1862,  married  Lena  McDonald, 
•and  has  two  children,  Frederick  R.  and  Flor- 
ence A. ; he  lives  in  New  York,  being-  chief 
clerk  of  the  “Hotel  Jefferson.”  Florence  A., 
born  in  1868,  died  in  1893. 

John  A.  Post  was  born  December  8,  1874, 
in  Westbrook.  His  education  was  received  in 
the  district  schools  and  in  the  noted  Morgan 
school,  of  Clinton.  He  resides  on  the  old 
homestead  of  Capt.  Spencer,  where  he  has  al- 
ways lived,  with  the  exception  of  the  winter 
of  1899,  when  he  was  clerk  in  the  “Hotel 
Brandon,”  in  Brooklyn.  His  fine  cranberry 
marsh,  formerly  owned  by  his  grandfather, 
consists  of  four  and  one-half  acres,  and  is  con- 
sidered the  best  marsh  in  the  State. 

LION.  GEORGE  A.  OLCOTT,  of  Clin- 
ton, Middlesex  county,  the  efficient  secretary 
and  member  of  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners, who  has  for  many  years  been  well 
■and  widely  known  in  connection  with  the  fish- 
ing and  coasting  trade  of  his  locality,  is  a na- 
tive of  Clinton,  born  June  5,  1837,  son  of  Dr. 
Austin  and  Achsah  (Wright)  Olcott. 

Mr.  Olcott  received  his  schooling  in  his 
native  town,  and  early  in  life  became  en- 
gaged in  the  fishing  and  coasting  trade,  which 
was  his  chief  occupation  for  a long  period  of 
years,  and  in  which  he  was  very  prosperous. 
Possessing  tact  and  business  ability,  which  he 
combined  with  industrial  habits,  he  forged  his 
way  to'  the  front,  becoming  financially  inter- 
ested in  one  of  the  most  lucrative  lines  of 
business  in  this  section.  For  many  years  Clin- 
ton has  been  famous  for  tbe  fine  quality  of  the 
oysters  grown  there,  and  in  this  business  Mr. 
•Olcott  has  been  engaged,  and  in  connection 
with  the  shipments  of  this  food  to  the  various 
■markets  his  name  has  become  widely  known. 
His  political  connection  is  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  as  an  ardent  and  active  member 
he  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture during  the  years  1880,  1881  and  1882, 
serving  with  great  satisfaction  to  his  constitu- 
ents, and  with  credit  to  himself.  In  July, 
1897,  he  was  appointed  a county  commissioner, 
an  office  which  he  efficiently  fills,  and  he  is 
•socially  connected  with  Jeptha  Lodge,  No.  9, 
F.  & A.  M. 

In  1866  Mr.  Olcott  was  married  to-  Ade- 
line Merrill,  who  died  in  1891.  His  second 
marriage  was  to  Eugenia.  Wood,  daughter  of 
Luke  E.  Wood,  of  Clinton.  Mr.  Olcott’ s po- 


litical career  has  been  one  of  which  his  friends  jl 
feel  proud.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Sen- 
ate in  1898,  from  the  Twenty-first  Senatorial 
District,  his  record  reflecting  great  credit  upon 
him,  and  preparing  the  way  for  higher  honors. 

HENRY  M.  .SMITH,  a worthy  representa-  ii 
tive  of  an  old  and  influential  family  of  Con- 
necticut, lives  retired  at  his  comfortable  home 
in  Haddam. 

William  Smith,  his  great-grandfather,  and  v 
his  wife  Martha  resided  many  years  ago  in 
Haddam,  in  the  old  house  just  north  of  the 
jail.  He  was  a seafaring  man  in  the  West  In- 
dies trade,  owned  and  commanded  vessels,  1 
and  lost  his  life  at  sea  when  only  forty  years 
of  age.  His  children  were:  Jeffrey,  the  j 

grandfather  of  our  subject;  Jonathan  and  | 
Ezra,  both  of  whom  served  in  the  Revolution;  f 
Lucy,  wlto  married  Capt.  Brainerd,  of  New 
York  City,  and  died  at  the  age  of  106;  Esther,  • 
who  married  Luther  Boardman,  of  Higganum;  jl  i 
and  Martha,  who  married  George  Kelsey,  of  ■ 
Haddam. 

• Jeffrey  Smith,  the  grandfather,  served  in  * 
the  Continental  line  during  the  entire  period  f s 
of  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  one  of  the 
soldiers  who  engaged  in  the  driving  of  cattle  ; j $ 

across  the  Hudson  river  on  the  ice,  in  the  move-  , 

ments  of  the  army  under  Gen.  Washington.  j ii 

He  saiw  much  arduous  service.  His  two  i c 

brothers,  Jonathan  and  Ezra,  were  also  in  the  t 

same  war,  and  in  the  Continental  line.  Both  j 

were  made  prisoners  in  one  of  the  battles  j a 

fought  in  the  vicinity  of  New1  York,  and  were  j 0 

confined  in  the  old  “Jersey”  prison  ship,  where  ! ri 
both  died.  Their  remains  lie  under  the  monu- 
ment erected  at  Wallabout  Bay,  near  the 
Brooklyn  navy  yard.  Grandfather  Jeffrey  was  1 ft 
subsequently  a pensioner.  Jeffrey  Smith  mar-  1 
ried  Dolly  Hubbard,  of  the  Ponsett  District, 
town  of  Haddam.  He  was  a blacksmith  by  ; w 
trade,  and  a Whig  in  politics.  He  lived  to  be 


eighty  years  of  age. 

Marvin  Smith,  born  September  30,  1795, 
in  the  town  of  Madison,  died  August  19,  1880.  at 
On  September  20,  1823,  he  married  Wealthy  co 
R.  Smith,  who  was  born  March  2,  1802,  and 
died  August  11,  1875.  She  was  the  only 
child  of  Simon  and  Margaret  (Shailer)  Smith. 

Marvin  Smith  was  for  a time  a farmer  in  the 
town  of  Madison,  where  he  was  reared  and  pi 
married,  Rev.  David  Dudley  Field  performing  j | % 
the  ceremony.  Later  he  removed  to  Haddam, 
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where  he  remained  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
engaged  in  farming  and  quarrying.  In  his 
political  opinions  he  was  a Whig  until  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party,  at  w'hich 
timle  he  became  a stanch  member  of  same.  He 
served  faithfully,  with  many  of  his  neighbors, 
through  the  war  of  1812,  belonging  to  his 
company  in  the  capacity  of  a fifer.  He  and 
his  wife  were  both  consistent  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  were  mourned  by 
a large  circle  of  friends  at  their  demise.  Their 
family  consisted  of  Margaret  R.,  who  married 
Capt.  Charles  W.  Smith,  of  Haddam ; Austin ; 
Olive  E. ; Joseph  S.,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Chapman,  of  Westbrook  ; Osmer  L.,  who  mar- 
ried (first)  Hannah  Emmons,  and  (second) 
Abby  Emmons,  of  Haddam,  and  was  lost  at 
sea  after  voyaging  thirty-five  years;  Ann  A., 
who  resides  with  our  subject;  Henry  M.,  our 
subject;  and  Albert  T.  Capt.  Charles  W. 
Smith,  mentioned  as  the  husband  of  Margaret, 
is  living  with  our  subject  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety  years.  He  has  had  an  eventful  life. 
He  was  born  at  sea,  off  Cape  Henry,  was  edu- 
cated in  New  York  City,  and  followed  the 
sea  all  his  active  life,  for  half  a century,  always 
in  the  merchant  service.  He  commanded  the 
ship  “Elector,”  which  plied  between  New  York 
and  London,  and  had  an  unusually  varied  and 
interesting  seafaring  life,  sailing  in  his  day  to 
every  known  port  in  the  world,  commanding 
the  largest  merchant  ships  of  his  time.  He 
possesses  a good  memory  and  excellent  health, 
and  greatly  enjoys  narrating  the  stirring  events 
connected  with  his  long  life  on  the  water.  He 
recalls  many  of  the  great  men  of  his  day,  whom 
he  met  in  New  York  and  elsewhere.  One  of 
his  pleasant  recollections  is  his  meeting  and 
talking  with  Gen.  Jackson,  in  New  York  City. 
Capt.  Smith  takes  a keen  interest  in  the  af- 
fairs of  his  town,  and  votes  regularly,  as  the 
weather  permits. 

Henry  M1.  Smith  was  born  at  Haddam 
Neck,  where  he  was  reared  up  to  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  and  acquired  his  early  education 
at  the  common  schools,  taking  a subsequent 
course  at  Brainerd  Academy,  under  Mr.  Shaw. 
On  August  1,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  Union 
.army,  entering  Company  C,  Fourteenth  Con- 
necticut Volunteer  Infantry,  and  serving 
three  years,  during  which  time  he  took 
part  in  the  Ixittles  of  Antietam,  second 
Bull  Run,  South  Mountain,  Fredericksburg, 
and  also  many  minor  engagements,  and 


returned  home  without  a wound,  after 
the  faithful  performance  of  his  duty.  Mr. 
Smith  was  a witness  of  the  death  of  Gen. 
Reno,  and  was  one  of  the  soldiers  who  hastened 
to  pick  up  the  dying  commander. 

After  the  close  of  his  army  life,  Mr.  Smith 
returned  to  Haddam,  and  for  several  years 
was  incapacitated  by  sickness  from  entering 
into  any  active  employment,  the  result  of  his 
long  and  trying  army  service.  In  1869  he 
went  to  Boston  and  entered  the  employ  of 
Sylvester  Tower,  in  the  piano  business,  re- 
maining there  for  thirty  years  as  foreman  of 
the  shops.  When  this  term  of  commercial  life 
ended,  Mr.  Smith  returned  to  his  old  home 
with  a competency,  and  now  lives  a retired 
life  among  his  old  friends. 

On  October  19,  1898,  Mr.  Smith  married 
Mrs.  Tamson  O.  Burr,  widow  of  Henry  D. 
Burr,  and  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  Spencer, 
Rev.  William  Bronson  performing  the  cere- 
mony. Mrs.  Smith  lived  but  a short  time,  her 
death  occurring  March  11,  1899. 

An  ardent  Republican,  Mr.  Smith  takes  a 
great  interest  in  the  stirring  events  of  the  Na- 
tion, and  has  proved  of  great  service  to  his 
party.  He  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  in  which  he  is  valued  for  his 
many  fine  traits  of  character.  For  thirty-three 
years  he  has  been  an  active  and  useful  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ; thirty-two  years  ago  he 
became  a member  of  Granite  Lodge,  No.  126, 
A.  FI  & A.  M.,  and  joined  the  first  lodge  at 
Deep  River,  Trinity,  No.  43.  He  also  be- 
longs to  Wadsworth  Post,  No.  117,  G.  A.  R., 
New  York  City. 

Mr.  Smith  is  connected  with  some  of  the 
oldest  and  best  families  of  New  England. 
During  his  long  experience  in  business,  in 
Boston,  he  made  many  friends  whose  good-will 
and  respect  are  valued  by  him,  based  rightly 
on  his  uprightness  of  character,  and  he  pos- 
sesses the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come 
in  contact. 

JUDGE  COLEMAN  CLARK  (deceased) 
was  a direct  descendant  of  William  Clarke,  who 
was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  I lartford  in  1639, 
and  removed  to  Haddam,  becoming  one  of 
the  twenty-eight  original  proprietors  of  that 
place  in  1662.  From  this  ancestor  came 
Stephen,  who  had  a son,  Pelatiah,  and  his  son. 
Aaron,  was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 

1 He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
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serving  three  years  in  Col.  Henry  Sherburn’s 
Regiment,  Second  Company,  Continental  Line. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  April  18,  1780, 
having  bravely  served  his  country,  and  his 
certificate  of  discharge  is  in  the  possession  of 
the  family  of. Judge  Coleman  Clark.  He  mar- 
ried Judith  Clark,  and  was  a farmer  in  Had- 
dam. 

Asher  Clark,  his  son,  and  the  father  of 
Judge  Coleman  Clark,  was  born  December  26, 
1765,  and  died  January  10,  1835.  He  was 
thrice  married,  first  to  Peggy  McNlary,  sec- 
ond to  T'ryal  Gladding,  and  third  to  Martha 
Doane.  He  and  his  three  wives  were  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church.  He  was  a suc- 
cessful farmer,  and  was  upright  and  honorable 
in  all  his  dealings.  He  had  three  children: 
Aaron,  born  November  29,  1798;  Coleman, 
our  subject;  and  Vashti,  who  came  to  her 
death  by  falling  in  a well. 

Judge  Coleman  Clark  was  born  M'arch  23, 
1802,  and  died  May  9,  1893.  He  was  an 
extensive  and  successful  farmer  of  the  town 
of  Hacldam,  where  he  became  prominently 
identified  with  all  public  matters.  A Demo- 
crat in  political  belief,  he  faithfully  filled  al- 
most all  of  the  offices  of  the  town  or  county 
when  it  was  necessary  to  have  the  services  of 
an  honest  and  reliable  man,  being  called  upon 
by  his  fellow  citizens  to1  serve  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  selectman,  representative,  and  judge  of 
the  probate  court,  until  advancing  age  necessi- 
tated his  retirement  from  active  duty. 

Judge  Clark  married  Betsey  Pelton,  who 
was  born  December  22,  1798,  daughter  of 
Josiah  and  Eunice  (Doan)  Pelton,  natives  of 
this  locality,  and  died  October  28,  1858.  Chil- 
dren as  follows  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clark:  (1)  Josiah  Pelton,  born  June  2,  1824, 

died  at  the  age  of  ten  years.  (2)  Matilda  C., 
born  January  19,  1826,  married  Ml  R.  Daniels, 
of  Hartford,  who  is  deceased ; he  was  a gradu- 
ate of  the  Middletown  University,  and  had  the 
degree  of  M.  A.  (3)  Zerviah,  born  March  12, 
1828,  is  the  widow  of  B.  T.  Dudley,  of  Madi- 
son, Conn.  (4)  Drusilla,  born  April  19,  1830, 
married  John  E.  Lewis,  of  M’adison,  Conn. 
(3)  Hester  A.,  born  March  14,  1833,  married 
Hollis  Kelsey,  who  died  July  9,  1859;  she  re- 
sides in  Little  City.  (6)  Catherine  Eliza- 
beth, born  September  9,  1835,  in  Ponsett,  mar- 
ried Henry  B.  Hilliard,  who  is  mentioned  be- 
low. (7)  Orpha,  born  June  24,  1839,  died 
September  26,  1843.  Both  the  parents  of  this 


family  were  valued  and  consistent  members- 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Henry  B.  Hilliard,  born  March  23, 
1838,  was  a son  of  George  B.  and  Harriet 
(Newell)  Hilliard,  of  Clinton,  Conn.  Mr. 
Hilliard  was  one  of  the  brave  soldiers  who* 
gave  up  his  life  for  his  country.  He  enlisted 
in  Company  A,  Twenty-seventh  Connecticut 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  died  at  Point  Look- 
out, Va.,  from  fever.  The  following  quota- 
tion from  “Connecticut  during  the  Rebellion” 
will  convey  some  idea  of  the  devotion  to  duty 
of  this  young  patriot  soldier:  “Private  Henry 

B.  Hilliard,  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Connecti- 
cut Infantry  from  New  Haven,  died  at  hos- 
pital after  a life  of  devotion  to  the  welfare  of 
others.  This  characteristic  was  quite  as  often 
found  in  the  enlisted  men  as  in  the  officers. 
He  went  to'  the  war  deliberately  and  as  a mat- 
ter of  duty,  and  during  his  brief  service  he 
was  marked  for  his  kindness  to  those  about 
him.  He  often  carried  the  musket  and 
knapsack  of  a weak  comrade  on  the  march 
to  Eal  mouth,  and  gave  his  rations  to 
the  sick  contributing  his  last  dollar  for 
their  comfort.  He  himself  became  feeble 
and  depressed,  but  his  ambition  kept  him 
generally  on  foot  and  with  his  regiment.  When 
urged  to  go  to'  the  hospital  he  carried  Frank 
Johnson,  a sick  friend,  half  a mile  to>  a place 
of  shelter.  Thus  ended  a life  of  devotion.” 

We  wait  no  tidings  now 
Of  camp,  or  field,  or  how, 

Along  the  front,  went  on  the  battle’s  fray; 

For  be  it  lost  or  won, 

His  part  was  nobly  done; 

We  crown  him  victor  in  our  hearts  to-day. 

Mrs.  Hilliard  was  reared  in  Haddam,  and 
enjoyed  every  advantage  of  education  at  that 
time,  in  the  literary  environment,  and  favored 
by  the  educational  advantages,  of  the  town  of 
her  birth.  In  1863,  after  widowhood,  she 
began  teaching  school,  which  she  continued 
for  years.  In  1888  she  was  appointed  matron 
of  Storrs’  Agricultural  College,  where  she 
filled  the  position  acceptably.  The  greater 
part  of  her  life  has  been  spent  in  the  Ponsett 
District,  Haddam,  where  she  is  best  known 
and  appreciated.  She  was  born  in  the  old 
homestead  in  which  both  her  father  and  mother 
died,  and  where  the  mother  and  all  their  chil- 
dren were  born,  known  as  the  Pelton  home- 
stead, and  which  has  been  in  the  family  since 
the  time  of  George  III.  Grandfather  Asher 
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Clark  bought  the  property  of  Josiah  Pelton 
about  the  time  of  the  marriage  of  his  son, 
Coleman.  Mrs.  Hilliard  is  earnest  in  manner, 
and  all  her  life  has  taken  an  unusual  interest 
in  the  education  and  training  of  children,  their 
wants  and  possibilities  always  having  appealed 
to  her.  The  influence  she  exerts  is  felt  in  al- 
most every  home  in  Ponsett,  where  she  is  held 
in  the  highest  esteem. 

REUBEN  BEACH,  who  for  twenty-three 
yeans  was  the  agent  of  the  Adams  Express 
at  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  was  at  the 
time  of  his  resignation,  in  1897,  in  point  of 
continuous  service,  one  of  the  oldest  employes 
of  the  company. 

Mr.  Beach  descends  from  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  highly  respected  New  England 
families.  His  first  American  ancestor,  John 
Beach,  settled  in  New  Haven  in  1643,  an^ 
Reuben  is  in  the  sixth  generation  from  this 
pilgrim,  as  follows : Reuben  Beach.,  born  in 

1821  ; Eben,  born  in  1785,  died  in  1852;  Eben, 
born  in  1752,  died  in  1819;  Israel,  torn  in 
1707,  died  in  1793;  Nathaniel,  torn  in  1662, 
died  in  1747;  John,  born  in  1620,  died  in  1681. 
The  last  named  was  born  in  England,  and 
cameto  New  Haven  in  1643.  1°  1650  he  mar- 
ried and  ten  years  later  removed  to  Stratford, 
supposedly  in  company  with  his  brother  Rich- 
ard. His  wife  w'as  a Danish  woman,  and  bore 
the  Christian  name  of  Mary.  They  had  ten 
children. 

Nathaniel  Beach  was  married,  in  1686,  to 
Sarah  Porter,  a daughter  of  Nathaniel  Porter. 
She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children,  and  died 

.in  1734. 

Israel  Beach  was  married  July  1,  1731, 
to  Hannah  Burrett,  and  was  the  father  of 
seven  children.  Pie  built  a house  in  Bear 
Swamp  in  1 735,  and  it  remained  a hundred  and 
fifty-five  years.  It  was  used  as  a store  house 
during  the  Revolution.  Israel  Beach  was  a 
soldier  in  the  French  war,  and  marched  to 
Canada  and  back. 

Eben  Beach  married  Eunice  Beach  Octo- 
ber 26,  1775.  She  was  torn  in  1749,  and 
died  in  1832.  Of  their  family  of  twenty-one 
children  thirteen  grew  to  maturity.  He  was 
a farmer,  and  a man  of  powerful  physique. 
He  lost  an  arm  from  blood  poisoning,  resulting 
from  an  injury  to  his  thumb,  while  engaged 
in  fishing,  but  even  after  that  it  is  said  that  he 
•could  do  more  work  than  most  men. 


Eben  Beach  was  born  in  Huntington  in 
1785,  and  in  1814  he  married  Martha  Nichols, 
who  was  born  in  1788  at  Newtown.  Her  fa- 
ther, Lemuel  Nichols,  was  a farmer,  and  also 
conducted  a fulling  mill.  Eben  Beach  was  a 
blacksmith,  and  in  later  years  was  also  a farm- 
er. He  died  in  1852,  at  Bridgeport,  where  he 
spent  the  last  four  years  of  his  life,  and  his 
wife  died  in  1863.  He  was  a Whig,  and  a 
deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  at  New- 
town. He  was  the  father  of  two  children : 
Mary  Martha  and  Reuben.  Tbe  daughter,  born 
May  10,  1817,  died  November  12,  1893,  at 
Bridgeport ; she  never  married. 

Reuben  Beach  was  born  January  12.  1821, 
in  Huntington,  and  was  only  six  months  old 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Newtown,  Conn. 
He  received  his  early  education  in  what  is 
known  as  the  Tinkerfield  District,  in  the  town 
of  Newtown,  and  helped  in  the  shop  and  on  the 
farm  as  he  became  older.  Pie  was  a student 
in  the  academy  at  Newtown,  then  taught  by 
George  Foote,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-three 
began  teaching  school.  He  taught  six  terms 
for  a salary  of  from  $16  to  $20  a month,  and 
“boarded  round.”  On  May  15,  1848.  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Eliza  Wheeler,  who  was  a native  of 
Oxford,  Conn.,  and  was  born  October  17, 
1828,  daughter  of  Lyman  and  Sarah  (Louns- 
bury)  Wheeler.  Mrs.  Beach  is  a descendant 
of  Moses  Wheeler,  who  was  tom  in  Kent, 
England,  in  1598,  came  to  New  Haven  in 
1 635,  and  moved  to  Stratford  in  T64S.  Five 
years  later  he  operated  the  first  ferry  across 
the  Housatonic  river.  He  died  in  1698.  at 
the  age  of  one  hundred  years.  Mrs.  Beach’s 
lineage  is  through  Moses  (2).  1652;  Samuel, 
1681  : James,  1716;  Moses;  Lyman,  1795.  died 
in  185 =;.  The  latter  married  January  3.  1818, 
Sarah  Lounsbury,  who  was  bom  July  28.  1798, 
and  died  August  1.  1872.  They  lived  and 
died  in  Oxford,  Conn.  Mrs.  Beach  was  011c 
of  five  •children.  Her  brothers  and  sisters 
were  as  follows : Sarah  Jeanette  married  John 

R.  Davis.  Jane  E.  married  Jesse  C.  Howard, 
and  died  in  July,  1895.  Lucretia  Maria  mar- 
ried A 1 tort  D.  Carrington,  and  died  in  Ox- 
ford. in  1872.  Martha  J.  married  Edward 
Iloadlev,  of  Seymour. 

Reuben  Beach  moved  to  Rridge|K>rt,  and  in 
1850  entered  the  employment  of  what  was  then 
known  as  the  Housatonic  Railroad  Company. 

1 hrce  years  later  lie  became  express  messenger 
on  the  Naugatuck  Railroad  between  Water- 
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bury,  Bridgeport  and  Winsted,  being  at  that 
time  their  only  messenger.  He  was  appointed 
agent  of  the  Adams  Express  Company  at  Mid- 
dletown, and  was  also  messenger  on  the  only 
road  coming  into  town,  from  Berlin,  doing 
double  duty  as  agent  and  as  messenger  for  sev- 
eral years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beach  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  named  children : Henry  E.,  born 

in  1852  in  Bridgeport,  is  the  present  agent  of 
the  Adams  Express  Company  at  New  Britain; 
he  has  one  child,  Amanda  E.  Martha  J.,  born 
in  March,  1868,  was  a member  of  the  graduat- 
ing class  of  1890,  Wesleyan  University,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  Lewis  Westgate,  who  is  pro- 
fessor of  geology  at  Ohio  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity, at  Delaware,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Beach  was  a Whig  in  early  life,  but  be- 
came a Republican  on  the  organization  of  the 
party.  He  has  taken  little  active  interest  in 
politics,  seeking  most  of  all  to  get  good  men 
into  office.  He  and  his  wife  attend  the  Episco- 
pal Church.  Mr.  Beach  is  a man  of  good 
character,  fine  reputation,  and  genial  and  court- 
eous manner. 

J.  ALLEN  BUTLER,  ex-Postmaster  at 
Portland,  Conn.,  is  one  of  the  prominent  busi- 
ness men  and  leading  Democrats  of  that  city, 
where  probably  there  is  no  man  whQ'  has  taken 
a more  active  interest  in  movements  that  seek 
the  public  good.  Mr.  Butler  descends  from 
an  old  family  in  Middlesex  county,  and  one 
that  in  the  past  has  produced  many  capable 
and  successful  representatives  in  business  and 
professional  life.  The  Allen  family  was  also 
prominent  in  colonial  and  Revolutionary  strug- 
gles. 

Mr.  Butler  was  born  in  Chatham,  Conn., 
August  13,  1850,  a son  of  Otis  C.  and  Sarah 
M.  (Allen)  Butler,  the  latter  bom  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  a daughter  of  James  Allen,  who 
was  a nephew  of  Ethan  Allen,  the  hero  of  the 
Revolution.  Otis  C.  Butler  was  born  in 
Chatham,  May  20,  1823,  a son  of  Stephen  But- 
ler, who  was  born  February  9,  1802,  and  of 
Nancy  Higgins,  his  wife  who  was  born  De- 
cember 28,  1804.  In  his  early  life  Otis  C. 
Butler  worked  as  a carpenter.  He  was  for 
a time  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Colt,  the  fa- 
mous manufacturer  of  firearms  in  Hartford, 
as  superintendent  of  construction  on  a number 
of  buildings  which  were  erected  by  that  gentle- 
man. For  some  years  he;  followed  carpenter- 


ing at  Meriden,  and  then  became  interested  in 
the  insurance  business,  representing  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  at 
Newark,  N.  J.,  and  he  devoted  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  to  this  work.  His  death  occurred 
in  Portland,  Conn.,  while  visiting  in  that  place, 
January  6,  1872.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty,  and  was  buried  in  Indian  Hill  cemetery, 
Middletown.  Otis  C.  Butler  wias  twice  mar- 
ried, but  his  children  were  all  by  his  first  wife, 
Sarah  M.  Allen,  whom  he  married  June  2, 
1844.  They  are  as  follows:  Minnie,  who 

married  David  Williams,  and  died  in  1896; 
Otiessa,  who  died  in  her  eighteenth  year;  J. 
Allen;  William  H.  G.,  in  Middletown;  and 
Samuel  Otis,  in  Meriden.  The  father  was  a 
Republican,  and  at  one  time  was  a member  of 
the  Union  Club  of  New  York. 

J.  Allen  Butler  had  his  first  schooling  in 
the  district  school  a short  distance  below  Mid- 
dle Haddam,  and  was  a student  in  the  Middle- 
town  high  school  under  the  instruction  of  Prof. 
Sawyer,  the  popular  and  highly  successful 
principal  there.  When  about  fifteen  years  old 
he  left  school,  and  went  into  the  store  of  Da- 
vid Williams,  as  a clerk.  Mr.  Williams  was 
a merchant  in  Portland,  and  had  a fine  estab- 
lishment, which  passed  at  a later  period  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Butler,  who,  however,  did  not 
retain  it,  as  he  preferred  to  go'  on  the  road  for 
a seed  and  agricultural  implement  house  at 
Springfield,  Massachusetts.  Afterward  he 
traveled  for  a house  in  a similar  business  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  He  was  on  the  road 
for  about  eight  years,  and  then  secured 
the  appointment  of  police  sergeant  at  the  Phil- 
adelphia Centennial  Exposition,  and  was  on 
that  duty  from  March  until  December,  1876. 
He  made  a good  record  in  that  position,  and 
after  the  termination  of  his  engagement  there- 
came  back  to  Portland. 

Mr.  Butler’s  next  business  venture  was  the- 
purchase  of  the  hotel  at  Gildersleeve,  and  for 
fourteen  years  he  was  the  genial  and  accom- 
modating landlord  of  that  house.  In  1890  fie 
sold  out  and  took  the  place  of  superintendent 
of  the  Portland  Water  Company,  which  he  has 
held  to  the  present  time.  While  at  Gilder- 
sleeve  Mr.  Butler  conducted  a very  successful 
bottling  plant.  He  became  postmaster  at 
Portland  in  February,  1896,  and  at  once  intro- 
duced new  ideas  and  inaugurated  long-needed 
reforms,  making  himself  the  most  popular  of- 
ficial who  has  ever  occupied  that  position.  He- 
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had  the  office  removed  to  its  present  fine  quar- 
ters, and  brought  the  service  up  to  a high  level 
of  efficiency. 

Mr.  Butler  was  married  to<  Miss  Emily  C. 
Reeves,  who  was  born  in  Portland,  a daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Lucy  A.  (Clark)  Reeves. 
She  is'  a gifted  lady  and  is  the  mother  of  three 
children : Ethel  was  graduated  from'  the  Bos- 

ton Conservatory  of  Music,  and  in  September, 
1899,  became  the  wife  of  L.  W.  Strong,  of 
Philadelphia;  Gertrude  M.,  was  a graduate  of 
the  Portland  high  school  in  the  class  of  1899, 
and  is  a student  of  the  State  Normal  School  at 
New  Britain ; and  Ernest  Allen  is  a bookkeep- 
er in  the  office  of  the  Russell  Manufacturing 
Company,  Middletown.  Mrs.  Butler  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  of  so- 
cieties auxiliary  to  that  body.  Mr.  Butler  is 
a stanch  Democrat,  and  a leader  in  the  councils 
of  that  party  in  Portland  and  in  the  county. 
He  is  a Free  Mason,  belonging  to  Warren 
lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.;  and  Freestone  chapter, 
R.  A.  M.,  of  Portland,  being  treasurer  of  the 
latter  body,  and  is  much  respected  in  the  order. 
He  is  also  a member  of  Portland  lodge,  I.  O. 
O.  F. ; and  is  treasurer  of  Middlesex  lodge,  A. 
O.  U.  W.,  at  Portland.  He  is  at  the  head  of 
the  Portland  branch  of  the  New  England  Or- 
der of  Protection,  and  belongs  to'  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  that  tody.  His  interests  are  varied. 
He  is  a stockholder  in  the  Waverly  Hall  Com- 
pany, and  in  the  post  office  building  at  Port- 
land, and  is  the  promoter  and  has  secured  the 
charter  for  the  Portland  Sewer  Company,  an 
enterprise  which  he  has  started  and  managed, 
and  he  conducts  an  extensive  fire  insurance  and 
real  estate  business  in  Portland. 

JAMES  INGLTS  is  the  efficient  superin- 
tendent of  the  Middletown  Electric  Protective 
Association,  which  position  he  has  held  since 
its  installation  in  Middletown,  and  is  one  of  the 
representative  men  of  that  city.  He  springs 
from  good  old  Scottish  stock,  being  a son  of 
Alexander  and  Euphemia  (Dick)  Inglis,  of 
whom  a sketch  appears  on  another  page.  James 
Inglis  was  born  January  5,  1846,  in  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  twin  of  Henry,  who  died  in  child- 
hood. He  was  a lad  of  but  six  years  when  his 
parents  came  to  the  United  States,  and  was 
reared  in  Middletown  where  he  attended  the 
public  schools,  and  also  the  private  sch<x>l  pre- 
sided over  by  Mrs.  Parker.  He  was  just  en- 
tering his  “teens"  when  he  began  work  in  the 
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W.  & B.  Douglas  Pump  Company's  factory, 
where  he  was  employed  when  the  Civil  war 
broke  out.  Realizing  that  his  adopted  coun- 
try needed  his  services,  he  enlisted  August 
5,  1862,  when  but  sixteen  and  one-half  years 
of  age,  becoming  a member  of  Company  B, 
Fourteenth  Regiment,  Connecticut  Volunteer 
Infantry,  in  which  company  he  was  the  young- 
est member,  with  but  one  exception.  He 
passed  through  all  the  experiences  of  the  war 
with  his  command,  and  was  never  absent  from 
duty  until  he  was  wounded  by  a shot  in  the 
left  leg,  at  Morton’s  Ford,  Va.,  November  6, 

1864.  He  served  with  his  regiment  in  the 
battles  of  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chan- 
cellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Falling  Waters,  Bris- 
toe  Station,  Mine  Run  and  Morton's  Ford, 
where  he  was  wounded.  This  incapacitated 
him  for  work  or  service,  and  for  almost  a year 
he  was  obliged  to  use  crutches.  He  was  in 
the  hospital  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  was  later 
removed  to  the  New  Haven  (Conn.)  Hospital 
where  he  remained  until  discharged,  June  12, 

1865.  Returning  to  Middletown,  his  health 
greatly  shattered,  he  shortly  made  a trip  of 
four  months  to  Scotland,  thinking  a change 
of  scenery,  light  and  air  might  help  him.  It 
did,  and  he  came  back  to  Middletown  much 
improved  physically.  As  soon  as  he  was  again 
able  he  resumed  his  position  with  the  W.  & 
B.  Douglas  Pump  Company.  In  1880,  at  the 
installation  of  the  Middletown  Electric  Pro- 
tective Association,  Mr.  Inglis  was  made  sup- 
erintendent of  the  system,  which  position  he 
has  since  held.  This  is  an  electrical  alarm 
system  connecting  all  the  banking  institutions 
of  the  city  by  highly  sensitive  and  complicated 
electric  wires,  with  Mr.  Inglis’  home,  making 
the  burglar}7  of  one  of  Middletown’s  banks  an 
impossibility. 

James  Inglis  and  Miss  Lillia  I.  Innes,  a 
native  of  a Mary  Hill,  a suburb  of  Glasgow, 
were  married  April  12,  1866.  Mrs.  Inglis  came 
with  her  family  to  the  United  States  in  1853. 
They  located  in  Middletown,  Middlesex  Co., 
Conn.,  where  Mrs.  Inglis  was  reared  from 
early  childhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Inglis  are  the 
parents  of  the  following  named  children:  (1) 
Jessie  Innes,  graduated  in  the  class  of  1887, 
from  Wesleyan  University;  she  is  now  the  wife 
of  Rev.  Francis  W.  Eason,  of  Lincoln,  Neb., 
an  Episcopal  clergyman,  and  is  the  mother 
of  one  daughter,  Dorothy  Inglis  Eason. 

(2)  Euphemia  Dick,  graduated  from  the 
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Connecticut  State  Normal  School,  at  New 
Britain,  and  is  now  a teacher  in  St.  Katherine’s 
Hall,  Davenport,  Iowa. 

(3)  Lillian  Grey,  graduated  from  Wes- 
leyan University  in  the  class  of  1896,  and  was 
a teacher  in  St.  Katherine’s  Hall,  Davenport, 
Iowa,  for  several  years.  She  is  now  the  wife 
of  William  Larrabee  Jr.,  of  Clermont,  Iowa, 
son  of  ex- Governor  William  Larrabee,  of  Iowa. 

(4)  Harry  James  attended  Wesleyan 
University,  and  is  now  a member  of  the  class 
of  1904  in  Harvard  Medical  School. 

Mr.  Inglis  has  always  been  a stanch  Re- 
publican, and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  General  Grant,  in  1868.  Fraternally,  he 
is  an  Odd  Fellow1,  belonging  to  Central  Lodge, 
No>.  12, 1.  O'.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is  a past  grand ; 
and  is  also  enrolled  as  a member  of  the  New 
England  Order  of  Protection.  He  was  a char- 
ter member  of  Mansfield  Post,  No.  53,  G.  A. 

R. ,  of  Middletown.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Inglis  are 
communicants  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  body  they  are  highly  respected. 

Mr.  Inglis  began  life  a poor  boy,  and  al- 
though he  has  not  amassed  a fortune,  he  has 
accomplished  a work  even  greater.  He  has 
reared  a fine  family,  giving  them  all  excep^- 
tional  educational  advantages.  He  is  an  up- 
right and  honest  man,  and  has  proven  himself 
a worthy  representative  of  his  native  land,  as 
well  as  of  his  adopted  soil,  in  every  particular. 

CHARLES  R.  MARVIN,  president  of 
the  Williams  & Marvin  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, and  insurance  and  real  estate  agent,  is 
one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Deep  River, 
Middlesex  county,  and  one  in  whose  hands 
great  trusts  can  be  safely  placed.  He  was 
born  January  26,  1856,  in  Deep  River,  where 
his  life  has  been  spent,  and  all  of  his  inter- 
ests1 are  naturally  located  in  Middlesex 
county. 

John  Marvin,  grandfather  of  Charles  R., 
was  a native  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood.  He  married  Lydia  Hull  Pratt, 
with  whom  he  removed  in  1835,  to  Deep  River, 
where  he  died.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  he  married  Jerusha  Zerviah  Nott,  who 
bore  him  no  family.  By  his  former  union  he 
had  three  children : Rev.  Sylvanus,  Reynold 

S.  and  John  W. 

John  W.  Marvin,  father  of  Charles  R. 
was  the  youngest  son  of  Deacon  John  Mar- 
vin in  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  a lineal  descendant 


of  Capt.  Reynold  Marvin,  justly  renowned  in 
the  history  of  Lyme.  John  W.  Marvin  was 
born  January  13,  1824,  in  Lyme,  where  he  re- 
sided until  he  was  nine  years  of  age,  meantime 
attending  the  Essex  Academy,  and  so  profi- 
cient did  he  become  that  when  he  removed  to 
Deep  River,  upon  attaining  to1  maturity,  he 
became  assistant  of  one  of  the  teachers  of  the 
Old  Saybrook  Academy.  Later  he  associated 
himself  with  his  brother,  Reynold  S.,  under 
the  firm  name  of  R.  S.  Marvin  & Co.,  and 
opened  a general  store  in  Deep  River,  and 
this  business  was  carried  on  for  a number  of 
years,  being  discontinued  about  1858.  In  the 
following  year,  1859,  John  W.  Marvin  em- 
barked in  the  Insurance  and  Real  Estate  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  remained  until  his  death, 
June  2,  1896.  On  November  27,  1845,  he 
married  Jane  E.,  daughter  of  George  and  Ju- 
lia (Pratt)  Spencer,  and  a sister  of  Richard  P. 
Spencer  of  Deep  River.  To  this  union  were 
born : Julia,  who  is  deceased ; George  S.,  a 

traveling  salesman  for  James  Talcott,  of  New 
York,  who  married  Augusta  C.  Pratt,  and  has 
one  son,  Charles  Arthur ; and  Charles  R.  Po- 
litically, John  W.  Marvin  was  a Republican, 
and  he  represented  the  town  of  Saybrook  in 
the  General  Assembly  two  terms — 1871  and 
1872 — serving  most  acceptably  both  terms 
upon  the  Judiciary  committee.  In  1871  he 
was  also  a member  of  the  committee  on  Con- 
stitutional Amendments.  He  represented  his 
district  in  the  State  Senate  in  the  session  of 
1886.  As  a legislator  his  practical  knowledge 
of  public  affairs  easily  gave  him  rank  among 
the  ablest  and  most  active  of  his  colleagues. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a director  of 
the  State  Prison,  having  been  appointed  by 
Gov.  Coffin  at  the  beginning  of  his  administra- 
tion. 

At  a meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Connecticut  State  Prison,  held  at  Wethers- 
field, January  14,  1896,  the  following  minute 
was  adopted : 

The  death  of  the  Hon.  John  W.  Marvin,  which 
occurred  at  his  home  in  Deep  River  January  2,  comes 
as  a shock  to  his  colleagues  on  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Connecticut  State  Prison.  The  intelligent  devotion 
which  he  displayed  during  his  six  months  service  as  a 
member  of  this  board  and  the  zealous  friendliness  which 
he  manifested  towards  propositions  designed  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  convicts,  or  to  enhance  the  efficiency 
of  the  management  of  the  prison,  or  to  improve  the 
physical  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  institution,  attested 
his  eminent  fitness  to  discharge  the  responsibilities  of  his 
official  position.  Firm  in  his  opinions,  but  ever  open  to 
conviction,  and  stubborn  only  for  the  right,  exhibiting 
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tact,  judgment  and  conscientiousness  in  his  varied  activ- 
ities, and  possessing  sympathy  and  kindly  humor,  he  was 
abundantly  equipped  for  civic  usefulness,  and  his  death 
is  a loss  to  this  institution,  to  his  community,  and  to 
Connecticut.  James  W.  Cheney,  Pres’t. 

Thomas  D.  Wells,  Sec’y. 

In  addition,  Mr.  Marvin  was  honored  with 
election  to  the  offices  of  selectman,  town  clerk, 
member  of  board  of  relief,  justice  of  the  peace, 
etc.,  in  all  of  which  he  showed  his  sterling  in- 
tegrity and  fitness,  for  public  life.  Always 
interested  in  the  commercial  welfare  of  Deep 
River,  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Ches- 
ter Savings  Bank,  and  was  a director  in  the 
Deep  River  National  Bank.  At  a meeting  of 
the  directors  of  the  Chester  Savings  Bank, 
held  January  20,  1896,  the  following  was  one 
of  the  resolutions  adopted : 

llenolved,  That  we  realize  that  in  his  death  we  have 
i lost  one  of  our  personal  friends,  an  efficient  and  useful 
| officer,  and  that  this  ard  the  surrounding  towns  will 
j mourn  the  loss  of  a well-known,  genial  and  useful  man 
j who  has  filled  out  more  years  of  active  life  than  come  to 
I most  business  men. 

Mr.  Marvin  was  also  a director  in  the  Mid- 


dlesex Mutual  Insurance  Company,  of  Mid- 
dletown. In  religious  matters,  he  affiliated 


active  part  in  the  work,  and  socially  was  a 
member  of  Trinity  Lodge,  No.  43,  F.  & A. 
M . , of  Deep  River,  and  treasurer  of  the  same 
for  years.  His  untimely  demise  was  deeply  de- 
plored, and  his  name  will  long  be  remembered 
by  the  people  of  Deep  River,  whom  he  served 
so  long  and  faithfully.  Mrs.  Marvin  survives 
! her  honored  husband,  residing  in  the  home- 
stead on  Elm  street,  Deep  River. 

Charles  R.  Marvin,  whose  name  opens 
! this  review,  received  a thorough  education  at 
Williston  Seminary,  East  Hampton,  Mass., 
j and  then  returned  home,  entering  the  employ, 
j as  superintendent,  of  J.  A.  Smith,  a manufac- 
turer of  button  hooks,  crochet  needles  and  nov- 
' cities.  In  1879  Mr.  Marvin  formed  a part- 
| nership  with  F.  W.  Williams,  under  the  style 
of  Williams  & Marvin,  which  continued,  the 
firm  manufacturing  turned  wooden  goods,  un- 
til February,  1900,  when  the  death  of  the  sen- 
ior member  threw  the  entire  management  upon 
the  shoulders  of  Mr.  Marvin.  In  August, 
1901,  the  Williams  it  Marvin  Company  was 
incorporated,  and  Mr.  Marvin  was  chosen 
president  of  the  same.  This  business  is  in  a 
very  flourishing  condition,  employing  about 
thirty  persons  all  the  year  round.  In  addition 
to  this  enterprise  Mr.  Marvin  is  actively  en- 


gaged in  life  and  fire  insurance,  real  estate  and 
investment,  having  succeeded  to  his  father's 
business  upon  his  death,  in  1896.  Mr.  Mar- 
vin is  a man  of  much  energy,  and  has  worked 
up  an  extensive  business,  furnishing  bonds 
for  administrators,  town  officials,  guardians, 
and  others  holding  positions  of  trust.  He 
represents  strong  insurance  companies,  includ- 
ing the  Mutual  Life  -Insurance  Company,  of 
New  York,  and  he  has  a clientage  extending 
from  Higganum  to  Clinton  and  Lyme.  All 
the  business  that  comes  to  him  receives  care- 
ful and  expert  attention.  Mr.  Marvin  is  also 
commissioner  of  deeds  for  the  States  of  New 
York,  Florida,  Michigan  and  Kansas.  He  is  a 
trustee  of  the  Middlesex  Banking  Company, 
of  Middletown,  and  a director  of  the  Chester 
Savings  Bank. 

In  1889  Mr.  Marvin  was  married  to  Har- 
riet Aurelia  Lord,  daughter  of  Joseph  B.  and 
Alice  (Fleetham)  Lord,  of  Deep  River,  and 
to  this  union  were  born : John  Kimbal  Lord, 

born  June  8,  1890;  Harry  B.  Lord,  born  Au- 
gust 29,  1891 ; Alice  Fleetham  Lord,  born  in 
December,  1893;  Julia  Augusta  Lord,  born 
February  11,  1896,  and  Lydia  Jane  Lord,  born 
April  30,  1900. 

•Politically,  like  his  honored  father  before 
him,  Mr.  Marvin  is  a stanch  Republican,  and 
has  represented  the  town,  in  the  General  As- 
sembly, in  1885,  serving  on  the  committee  on 
Cities  and  Boroughs ; locally  he  is  a member 
and  the  chairman  of  the  school  board,  was 
registrar  of  voters  for  twelve  years  and  is  also 
a justice  of  the  peace. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marvin  attend  the 
Congregational  Church,  in  which  she  is  an 
honored  member.  Mr.  Marvin  is  a thirty- 
second  degree  Mason,  a member  of  Trinity 
Lodge,  No.  43,  of  Deep  River;  of  Cyrcne  Com- 
mandcry,  K.  T.,  of  Middletown;  and  of  the 
Connecticut  Sovereign  Consistory,  of  Norwich. 

Painstaking  and  thoroughly  honorable, 
understanding  every  detail  of  his  several  oc- 
cupations, Mr.  Marvin's  success  is  but  the  just 
reward  of  his  abilities  and  labors,  and  the 
high  esteem  in  which  lie  is  held  by  his  fel- 
low townsmen  demonstrates  that  he  is  not  only 
a first-rate  business  man.  hut  also  a genial 
comrade,  a true  friend  and  a patriotic  citizen. 

ASAPH  HENRY  HALE,  a most  highly 
esteemed  citizen  in  Portland,  is  a native  of 
that  town,  where  he  was  bom  December  28, 
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1847,  the  eldest  child  of  Titus  and  Mary  Kel- 
logg (Strong)  Hale,  o-f  whom  a sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  He  attended  district 
school  in  Gildersleeve,  where  Levantia  Over- 
ton  was  his  first  teacher.  Later  he  was  a stu- 
dent in  Chase’s  Institute  at  Middletown,  and 
taught  school  in  the  Westfield  District,  Mid- 
dletown, and  in  Gildersleeve,  Portland.  Al- 
though he  would  have  been  glad  to  carry  his 
education  through  the  higher  branches  of  learn- 
ing, circumstances  ordered  otherwise,  and  he 
became  a business  man.  The  large  success  he 
has  attained,  and  the  profound  respect  in  which 
he  is  regarded  by  the  community  could  not 
have  been  increased  by  years-  at  the  University. 
He  is  a good  citizen  an  upright  business  man, 
and  an  example  of  industry,  integrity  and 
thrift.  Mr.  Hale  went  to  California  in  1867, 
making  the  outward  journey  by  steamer  “New 
York”  to-  tbe  Isthmus,  and  from  there  by  the 
steamer  “Constitution”  to-  San  Francisco, 
where  he  found  employment  with  the  firm  o-f 
Dewey  & Company.  He  remained  with  this 
house  about  two-  years,  and  was  its  representa- 
tive at  the  San  Francisco-  Mechanics’  Insti- 
tute fair.  Mr.  Hale’s  experiences  in  San 
Francisco  were  very  interesting,  and  furnished 
evidence  of  creditable  traits.  While  he  was 
in  that  city  W.  K.  Strong,  one  of  the  party  of 
six  that  went  out  with  him-,  was  killed  by  the 
“great  earthquake,”  and  Frank  Clark  fell  a 
victim  to  the  epidemic  of  small  po-x  that  car- 
ried away  a multitude  of  victims  in  1868. 
During  the  latter's  illness,  Mr.  Hale  cared  for 
him  in  the  pest  house,  which  he  found  was 
conducted  in  a most  brutal  fashion,  which  he 
did  not  hesitate  to  ventilate  in  the  daily  press. 
His  information  caused  a thorough  investiga- 
tion and  reform  by  the  authorities.  In  1869, 
Mr.  Hale  came  back  to-  Connecticut,  by  the 
Isthmus  route,  making  the  journey  in  the  steam- 
ers “Colorado”  and  the  “New  York.”  While 
he  was  in  California  his  health  was  not  good, 
and  he  had  to  give  up-  at  one  time  and  take 
a prolonged  vacation  in  the  Santa  Clara  Val- 
ley. It  was  very  largely  health  considerations 
that  brought  him  home.  After  his  return  it 
was  some  time  before  Mr.  Hale  felt  strong 
enough  to  go  into  business.  The  year  of  his 
home-coming,  however,  was  marked  by  the 
formation  of  the  present  lumber  firm'  of  Strong 
& Hale.  Mr.  E.  B.  Taylor  was  the  associate 
of  Mr.  Hale  in  this  enterprise,  and  after  a short 
time  Mr.  E.  B.  Strong  bought  out  M'r.  Hale, 


and  the  firm  was  Taylor  & Strong.  Later  - 
Mr.  Hale  bought  out  the  interest  of  Mr.  Tay-  i 
lor,  and  the  firm  of  Strong  & Hale  was 
established.  It  is  the  leading  concern  of  the 
kind  in  Middlesex  -county,  and  is  doing  a large 
and  profitable  business.  They  buy  by  the  car- 
go, and  do-  business  on  the  principle  of  small  I 
profits  and  quick  returns. 

In  1870  Mr.  Hale  and  Miss  Mary  J.  Rath-  1 
bun,  o-f  Portland,  the  daughter  of  Charles  0.  i 
and  Angeline  (Wells)  Rathbun,  were  united  in  j 
marriage.  To-  this  union  these  children  were  | 
born.  (1)  Jennie  L.,  a graduate  of  the  Port- 
land high  school,  is  now  Mrs.  Herbert  H.  Hall,  [ 
of  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  j 
children,  Asaph  B.  and  Irving  Hale.  (2)  ! 

Charles  I.,  a contractor  and  builder  o-f  Port- 
land,  married  Miss  Emily  Jones,  a daughter  o-f  !j 
Reuben  Jones.  (3)  Kellogg  Strong  is  a con-  1 
tractor  and  builder  of  Portland.  He  married  j 
Mary  Dagnall,  and  has  two-  children,  Kellogg  \ 
and  Elizabeth.  (4)  Perry  Titus  Wells  grad-  i 
uated  from  Yale  Scientific  School  in  1899,  ar*d  ‘ 
took  a year’s  post  graduate  course  in  civil  en-  | 
gineering  the  following  year.  He  achieved  , 
considerable  success  in  athletics,  particularly  | 
in  football,  making  successively  the  All-Ameri- 
can team  as  sub-center  and  tackle  in  1899,  and 
All-American  fullback  on  the  championship 
team  of  1900.  He  is  now  employed  as  a civil  • 
engineer  in  Middletown,  Connecticut. 

In  1894,  Mr.  Hale  was  elected  a member  of  j 
the  State  Legislature,  and  received  a large  ma-  - 
iority,  although  Portland  was  at  that  time  a ; 
Republican  stronghold.  He  served  as  clerk  of  ; 
the  committee  on  Manufactures,  and  his  sound  j 
business  methods  were  recognized  by  his  asso- 
ciates. He  was  auditor  of  the  town  from  - 
the  creation  of  that  office  until  1900,  has  ; 
been  assessor  for  twenty  years,  and  was  ' 
acting  school  visitor  fifteen  years.  He 
was  county  auditor  1895-97,  and  has  been  a - 
commissioner  of  jurors  for  the  past  six  or 
seven  years.  His  judgment  as  to  property 
values  is  regarded  as  reliable,  and  his  work  as 
assessor  has  been  highly  satisfactory.  He  was 
a delegate  to  the  constitutional  convention  o-f 
1902.  Mr.  Hale  is  president  of  the  Portland 
homestead  association,  a stockholder  in  both 
the  Portland  quarries,  and  a director  of  the 
Buck  library. 

Mr.  Hale  was  one  o-f  the  original  members 
of  the  Portland  fire  company,  was  its  assistant  , 
foreman  for  years,  taking  a very  active  and 
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leading  part  in  this  organization,  and  he  was 
also  a member  of  the  village  improvement  so- 
ciety. He  is  a charter  member  of  Portland 
lodge,  No.  35,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  Middlesex 
lodge,  No.  33,  A.  O.  U.W.,  is  past  presiding 
master  of  the  latter  order  in  the  State,  and  is 
now  grand  guide  of  the  State  Grand  Lodge. 
Mr.  Hale  built  his  elegant  home  on  Main 
street,  in  1889,  and  it  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
finest  houses  in  Portland.  Its  owner  is  one  of 
the  popular  men  in  the  town,  and  is  regarded 
as  possessed  of  far  more  than  the  usual  intelli- 
gence. He  is  a great  reader  and  is  fond  of  good 
literature,  and  especially  choice  poetry,  and 
possesses  much  information  especially  along 
scientific  lines.  By  self-study  he  has  gained 
a good  knowledge  of  languages  and  the  class- 
ics. He  is  a fine  mathematician  as  noted  above, 
and  displays  a natural  skill  as  a draughtsman. 
He  was  known  in  other  years  as  a whist  player 
of  great  skill  and  close  calculation. 

SAMUEL  ELISHA  WILLIAMS,  a lead- 
ing citizen  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Chatham, 
Middlesex  county,  belongs  to  one  of  the  earli- 
est families  of  that  town,  tracing  his  ancestry 
back  to  Charles  Williams,  who  died  there.  The 
latter’s  son,  Thomas  Williams  spent  his  entire 
life  in  the  same  town,  engaged  in  farming,  and 
was  buried  near  where  several  of  the  family 
still  reside.  He  married,  first,  Sarah  Sparrow, 
who  died  January  16,  1784,  and  by  that  union 
had  three  children:  Anna,  born  January  20, 

1776,  who  died  March  7,  1778;  Statira,  born 
April  10,  1777;  and  Grace,  bom  October  8, 
1781.  Thomas  Williams’  second  marriage 
was  probably  to  the  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and 
to  them  also  came  three  children : John,  born 

July  25,  1785;  Sparrow,  grandfather  of  Sam- 
uel E. ; and  Rebecca,  born  in  1793,  who  died 
July  13,  1880. 

Sparrow  Williams  was  born  March  15* 
1788,  near  the  dividing  line  between  Chatham 
and  Colchester,  and  always  lived  within  a mile 
of  his  birthplace.  Throughout  life  he  followed 
farming  and  lumbering  quite  extensively,  and 
in  the  latter  business  was  assisted  by  his  sons, 
carrying  on  operations  under  the  firm  name  of 
S.  Williams  & Sons.  He  was  well  known 
throughout  his  native  and  neigh1>oring  towns  as 
an  honest,  industrious  and  successful  business 
man,  and  was  held  in  high  regard.  Politically, 
he  was  a Whig  and  later,  a Democrat.  1 1c  died 
June  (\  1875.  On  April  22,  1812,  he  married 


Rebecca  Carrier,  who  was  born  November  3, 
1792,  and  died  July  13,  1880.  She  was  the 
second  in  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  three 
children  born  to  Samuel  and  Abby  (Hyde) 
Carrier,  the  others  being  Astibulus,  who  mar- 
ried Electa  Adams ; and  Matilda,  who  married 
Elias  Loomis,  of  Colchester.  They  were  de- 
scendants of  Thomas  Carrier,  a native  of 
Wales.  To  Sparrow -and  Rebecca  (Carrier) 
Williams  came  the  following  children:  (1) 

Abby  Maria,  born  October  17,  1813,  married 
Avery  Latham,  of  Columbia,  Conn.  (2)  Sarah 
Ellis,  born  June  10,  1816,  married  Isaac  H. 
Day,  of  Portland.  (3 1 Thomas  Newell,  father 
of  Samuel  E.,  is  mentioned  below.  (4)  Dewitt 
Clinton,  born  February  26,  1825,  married  Fan- 
nie Selden  and  lives  in  Chatham.  (5)  Char- 
lotte Fidelia,  born  April  10,  1830,  married 
Samuel  N.  Brainard,  who  died  in  1893;  she 
is  still  living  in  Colchester.  (6)  Electa  Delu- 
cia,  born  July  10,  1832,  married  David  Buell 
Clark,  of  Colchester. 

Thomas  Newell  Williams  was  born  March 
29,  1 81 8,  in  the  town  of  Chatham,  and  was  a 
lifelong  farmer  and  lumberman,  being  connect- 
ed with  S.  Williams  & Sons  in  lumbering  op- 
erations. He  lived  retired  the  last  twelve 
years  of  his  life,  and  died  September  22,  1887. 
On  April  15,  1846,  he  married  Miss  Laura 
Sumner  Root,  who  was  born  in  Marlborough, 
Conn.,  May  21,  1820,  and  died  February  n, 
1885.  To  that  union  came  two  children: 
Samuel  E.  and  Flora  Sumner,  the  latter  born 
May  12,  1849.  Elisha  Root,  father  of  Mrs. 
Williams,  was  born  November  4,  1780,  and 
died  July  22,  1868.  He  was  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth  in  a family  of  ten  children  born  to 
Jonah  (son  of  Nathaniel)  and  Faith  (Hills) 
Root,  the  others  being  as  follows:  Abijah 

married  Charity  Jones,  of  Hebron  ; Jonah  mar- 
ried Sally  Root ; Joel  married  Charlotte  Acorn  ; 
Elijah  married  Lucy  Marshall,  of  Chatham: 
Hoel  married  (first)  Jerusha  Phelps,  of  Marl- 
borough, and  (second)  Prudence  Blish,  of  the 
same  place;  Lucy  married  Erastus  Biglow,  of 
Mnrllx->rough ; Polly  married  Elisha  Strick- 
land, of  Glastonbury;  Caroline  and  1 2111  r a never 
married.  On  Octoljer  27,  1808.  Elisha  Root 
married  Delxirah  Sumner,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Jemimah  (Tarbox)  Sumner.  She 
was  horn  in  1791,  and  died  January  28.  1854. 
Five  children  blessed  this  union  : ( 1 ) Slier- 

, man  Elisha,  born  July  7.  1810.  died  March  13, 

1 1878.  He  married  Sarah  Williams,  who  was 
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born  June  10,  1814,  daughter  of  John  and  Julia 
(Fuller)  Williams,  and  they  had  one  son,  Je- 
hial,  born  September  20,  1849.  (2)  Mary 

Lannissa,  born  August  17,  1813,  died  August 
1,  1854.  She  married  Elisha  Hodge,  of  Gi- 
lead, Conn.,  who  died  November  28,  1856,  aged 
forty  years.  (3)  Delia  Louisa,  born  May  14, 
1816,  died  November  3,  1876.  On  September 
13,  1870,  she  married  Prentice  B.  Skinner,  of 
Marlborough.  (4)  Laura  Sumner,  mother  of 
Samuel  E.  Williams,  was  next  in  order  of 
birth.  (5)  Gustayus,  born  March  19,  1823, 
was  married  in  March,  1854,  to  Kate  Worth- 
ington, of  East  Haddam,  and  died  November 
9,  1874. 

Samuel  E,  Williams  was  born  in  Colches- 
ter, Conn.,  January  24,  1847,  and  has  always 
remained  within  the  confines  of  two'  counties — 
New  London  and  Middlesex.  He  attended 
the  common  schools  of  West  Chester.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  he  began  teaching,  his 
first  school  being  in  the  Bashan  District,  town 
of  East  Haddam;  he  taught  ten  consecutive 
terms  of  winter  school,  engaging  in  farming 
during  the  summer  months.  He  had  charge 
of  his  father’s  business  for  some  years  prior 
to  the  latter’s  death,  but  finally  sold  the  old 
homestead,  and  in  1871  bought  his  present 
home,  on  the  line  between  Colchester  and 
Chathams  in  the  locality  commonly  called  Water 
Hole.  He  is  an  extensive  farmer,  and  in  1871 
commenced  raising  tobacco1,  which  he  contin- 
ued some  six  or  seven  years.  Then,  after  an 
interval  of  three  years,  he  resumed  tobacco 
growing  for  some  time.  He  alsoi  engages  quite 
•extensively  in  lumbering,  disposing  of  much 
O'f  his  lumber  at  Goodspeed’s  Landing.  He 
is  a wide-awake,  energetic  business  man,  who 
carries  forward  to  successful  completion  what- 
ever he  undertakes.  Politically,  Mr.  Williams 
is  a Democrat,  and  quite  liberal  in  his  views, 
and  has  been  offered  various  offices,  such  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  but  has  always  declined 
toi  serve,  preferring  to  give  his  undivided  at- 
tention to  his  business  interests.  Fraternally, 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Grange. 

On  April  15,  1871,  Mr.  Williams  married 
Miss  Alice  R.  Wetherell,  of  Moodus,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  three  children, 
namely:  Dora  Alice,  born  March  21,  1872, 

is  the  wife  of  Emil  K.  Johnson,  of  Cromwell, 
and  has  one  daughter  and  one  son.  Eva  Lou- 
isa, born  April  29,  1874,  died  May  23,  1874. 


Ida  Janette,  born  October  6,  1875,  graduated 
from  Bacon  Academy,  of  Colchester,  and  for 
five  years  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in 
West  Chester,  East  Haddam,  and  other  places; 
in  1901  she  graduated  at  Huntsinger’s  Busi- 
ness College,  and  is  a skilled  stenographer. 

Marcus  Wetherell,  the  paternal  grandfa- 
ther of  Mrs.  Williams,  was  born  May  12,  1787, 
and  died  December  24,  1846.  He  was  a native 
of  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  where  he  followed  1 
backsmithing  for  some  years,  but  later  made  ij 
his  home  in  Portland,  this  county.  On  Oc-  1 
tober  18,  1804,  he  married  Ruhama  Bidwell, 
who  was  born  October  25,  1787,  and  died  Jan- 
uary 11,  1849.  I11  their  family  were  eleven  j, 

children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  were  \ 
as  follows:  James,  August  28,  1805;  Betsy  j 

(Mrs.  Grannis),  May  12,  1807;  Allen,  Febru-  j 
ary  22,  1809;  Samantha,  November  28,  1811;  j 
Daniel,  March  22,  1813  (died  May  12,  1899)  1 ! 

Ruhama,  August  10,  1815;  Lyman,  March  1,  I 
1818;  Elijah,  April  22,  1820;  Sylvester,  Au- 
gust 25,  1822;  Ruth,  October  17,  1825;  and  » 
Celestia,  January  17,  1830  (died  January  25, 
i83°):_  ' _ ) 

Elijah  Wetherell  was  born  in  the  town  of  j 
Glastonbury.  When  a boy  he  worked  in  his 
father’s  shop,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  se- 
cured employment  in  a manufactory  of  Glas-  f 
tontiury.  Subsequently  he  was  superintendent 
of  a mill  at  Rock  Fall,  and  he  came  to  Mood-  j 
us  as  superintendent  of  the  Atlantic  Duck  Mill.  [ 
Later  he  was  at  the  head  of  a mill  in  Leesville 
owned  by  Stanton  S.  Card,  and  prior  to  locat-  i 
ing  permanently  in  Moodus  was  interested  in  [ 
the  manufacturing  business  in  Portland.  For  i 
fully  thirty  years  he  was  actively  engaged  in 
business  in  Moodus,  and  in  connection  with 
his  sons  he  owned  and  operated  a grist  and  saw  j 
mill  north  of  the  village  for  six  years.  In  j 
Newington,  Conn.,  Mr.  Wetherell  married 
Janette  Merrill,  a daughter  of  Mark  Merrill.  ! 
She  was  born  in  Little  River,  N.  Y.,  April  20, 
1823,  but,  her  parents  dying  when  she  was 
young,  was  reared  by  an  aunt  in  Newington, 
Conn.  She  died  February  19,  1887,  and  Mr. 
Wetherell  died  May  19,  1893.  Mrs.  Williams 
is  the  eldest  of  their  five  children.  Evelyn, 
born  March  6,  1849,  died  February  4,  1851. 
Elijah  Merrill,  born  August  2,  1851,  married 
Abbie  Emmons  and  is  a resident  of  East  Had- 
dam. Selena  Janette,  born  September  16, 
1855,  is  the  wife  of  Adelbert  Beebe,  of  Nor-  1 
wich.  Conn.  Marcus  Sylvester,  born  Novem- 
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ber  22,  1857,  married  Lena  Mosher;  he  is  a 
clerk  employed  by  Thaddeus  Spencer  of 
Moodus. 


MARION  H.  WATROUS,  a representa- 
tive business  man  and  town  clerk  of  East  Had- 
dam,  belongs  to  one  of  the  old  and  honored 
families  of  Middlesex  county. 

Aaron  Watrous,  his  grandfather,  was  a 
native  of  Chester,  of  which  town  his  parents 
were  probably  also  natives.  On  reaching  man- 
hood he  married  Esther  Dickenson,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  town  where  both  died,  he  hav- 
ing engaged  in  farming  there  throughout  life. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : Aaron  was  a 

lumberman  of  Watrousville,  Mich.,  where  he 
died;  Enos  a lumberman,  also  died  in  that 
place;  David,  father  of  Marion  H.,  is  men- 
tioned  below ; John  was  for  years  employed  ii 
a piano  key  factory  at  Deep  River,  Conn. , 
Esther,  wife  of  Joel  Hull,  also  lived  at  Deep 
River;  Sophronia  was  the  wife  of  William 
Pope,  of  Highland  Station,  Mich.;  Silas  was 
a carriage  manufacturer  in  Pennsylvania;  Su- 
san was  the  wife  of  George  Sell,  of  Bay  City, 
Mich.;  and  Oliver  is  a carriage  spoke  manu- 
facturer of  Detroit,  Mich.  All  are  now  de- 
ceased, with  exception  of  Oliver. 

David  Watrous  was  torn  December  11, 
1814,  in  the  town  of  Chester,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  married  Esther  Maria  Buell, 
daughter  of  Bela  and  Sally  (Hull)  Buell.  She 
died  in  189C,  aged  seventy-nine  years,  and  his 
death  occurred  April  30,  1899.  ’ For  a num- 
ber of  years,  when  a young  man,  lie  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacturing  business,  and  for 
a period  was  employed  by  rotary  pump  makers 
at  Deep  River,  and  in  ivory  comb  shops  at  the 
same  place.  For  some  time  he  was  engaged 
in  the  hotel  business,  and  had  charge  of  the 
steamboat  dock  at  Deep  River  for  twelve  years. 
He  next  operated  a meat  market  in  Hartford 
one  year,  and  in  1866  came  to  East  Haddam, 
where  he  purchased  the  property  known  as  the 
“Champion  House,”  situated  at  the  Upper 
Landing,  which  he  conducted  winter  and  sum- 
mer until  selling  out  to  Ferdinand  Ward  of  the 
brokerage  firm  of  Grant  & Ward,  Wall  street, 
New  York,  in  1879.  lie  then  moved  to  Say- 
brook,  Conn.,  where  he  was  proprietor  of  the 
“Pease  House’’  one  year  and  the  “Oyster  River 
House”  one  year,  after  which  he  returned  to 
East  Haddam  and  lived  a retired  life  until  hi" 
death.  As  one  of  the  prominent  Democrats 


of  his  community,  he  represented  the  town  of 
East  Haddam  in  the  State  legislature  in  1875, 
and  was  also  a member  of  the  board  of  select- 
men. In  religious  faith  he  was  a Baptist. 
Marion  H.  is  the  youngest  of  his  four  children. 
Of  the  others,  Charles  H.,  the  eldest,  is  a wood 
engraver,  and  has  resided  in  New  York  since 
the  age  of  seventeen  years;  Cecil  I.  represent- 
ed the  importers,  H.  B.  Kirk  & Co.,  of  New 
York,  for  a number  of  years,  and  died  in  1890, 
at  the  age  of  forty-six ; and  Olivia  died  in  1866, 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years. 

Marion  H.  Watrous  was  born  April  1, 
1848,  in  Deep  River,  Conn.,  where  he  spent 
the  first  sixteen  years  of  his  life,  attending 
the  common  schools,  and  in  1864  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Hartford,  where  he  took  a full 
course  at  Bryant  & Stratton’s  Business  Col- 
lege. He  accompanied  them  on  their  removal 
to  East  Haddam  and  assisted  his  father  in 
the  hotel  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  having 
considerable  natural  ability  in  that  line.  For 
two  years  and  a half  he  was  employed  as  a 
journeyman  at  Middletown  under  one  toss. 
On  his  return  to  East  Haddam  in  1872,  Mr. 
Watrous  erected  a store  building  at  the  Upper 
Landing,  which  he  stocked  with  groceries,  flour 
and  feed,  and  has  since  successfully  engaged 
in  business  at  that  place,  having  built  up  a 
large  and  profitable  trade. 

On  Decemtor  25,  1871,  Mr.  Watrous  mar- 
ried Miss  Lucy  A.  Martin,  who  was  born  De- 
cemtor 26,  1853  a daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Abby  (Tracey)  Martin.  Three  children  were 
born  of  this  union,  namely:  Clara  Louisa,  horn 
in  1875,  was  one  of  the  staff  of  instructors  at 
the  New  York  Conservatory  of  Music,  and  is 
now  a teacher  and  solo  singer  in  that  city;  Leo 
Marion,  born  in  1877,  died  in  1884;  and  Grace. 
M.,  born  in  1880.  graduated  at  the  Normal 
School  at  New  Britain,  Conn.,  with  the  class 
of  1901,  and  is  now  a teacher  at  the  College 
Street  School  in  Middletown,  Conn.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Watrous  was  a Democrat  until  1896, 
hut  now  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  has  served  as  town  clerk  since  1884,  and 
has  been  justice  of  the  peace  since  1892,  and 
his  official  duties  have  always  been  performed 
in  a most  commendable  and  satisfactory  man- 
ner. In  1874  he  united  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. joining  Columbia  Lodge.  No.  26.  He 
is  now  serving  as  vestryman  of  St.  Stephen’s 
Episcopal  Church  of  East  Haddam. 
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ELMER  A.  ELY,  proprietor  of  the  boat- 
building establishment  at  the  foot  of  Green 
street,  near  the  Connecticut  river  in  Middle- 
town,  Middlesex  county,  has  made  a reputation 
not  only  as  a most  competent  boat  builder,  but 
as  an  artistic  and  practical  designer  of  water 
craft. 

Born  April  30,  1844,  at  Hamburg,  Conn., 
Mr.  Ely  is  a son  of  Horace  and  Rhoda  (Took- 
er) Ely,  both  natives  of  that  locality.  Horace 
was  the  eldest  in  a family  of  children  whose 
father,  John  Ely  died  when  Horace  was  yet 
a lad,  and  upon  the  boy  naturally  fell  much 
of  the  responsibility  of  rearing  the  younger 
children,  William,  Griswold,  Ansel  and  Calvin. 
Of  these,  William,  who  was  a fisherman,  died 
at  Hamburg;  Griswold  was  a cooper  in  Ham- 
burg, afterward  living  the  life  of  a fisherman ; 
Ansel  was  a vessel  captain,  and  was  drowned 
in  New  York  harbor;  Calvin  was  first  a cooper, 
later  a fisherman.  The  mother  of  this  family 
lived  to  old  age,  and  died  suddenly.  When  a 
young  man  Horace  Ely  ran  a sloop  between 
Hamburg,  Conn.,  and  New  York,  as  well  as 
various  points  on  the  Sound,  his  cargoes  out- 
ward bound  consisting  for  the  most  part  of 
farm  produce,  and  on  his  homeward  trips 
bringing  in  merchandise.  In  this  undertaking 
be  was  in  partnership  with  Harvey  Tooker,  his 
brother-in-law,  and  in  addition  they  conducted 
a store  in  Hamburg.  After  a time  Mr.  Ely 
took  up  the  trade  of  cooper,  from  that  going 
into  boat  building,  his  vessels  (a  few  sloops, 
but  chiefly  fishing  boats)  being  sold  in  both 
the  North  and  the  South,  and  for  thirty-five 
years  he  followed  that  pursuit,  becoming  the 
best  known  man  in  that  line  in  his  day,  and  the 
recognized  head  of  builders  of  small  craft.  He 
was  not  only  a builder  of  boats,  but  also'  a navi- 
gator, and  he  was  pilot  of  the  first  steamboat 
to  ply  on  the  Connecticut  river.  He  lived  to 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years,  his  wife 
dying  when  seventy-five  years  old. 

In  politics  he  was  a Republican ; in  religious 
faith  a member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and,  socially,  was  affiliated  with  the  Sons  of 
Temperance.  Physically  he  was  a powerful 
man,  weighing  225  pounds,  and  was  a hard 
worker.  The  children  born  to  Horace  and 
Rhoda  (Tooker)  Ely,  who  reached  maturity, 
were:  Luc~  who  married  Monroe  Brock- 

way, died  in  Hamburg,  Conn. ; William,  who 
died  when  a young  man  (married),  was  in  the 
boatbuilding  business  with  his  father  at  the 


time  of  his  death ; Catherine  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Brockway,  of  Middletown ; James  died 
when  seventeen  years  old ; Miss  Elizabeth  re- 
sides in  Middletown;  Elmer  A.,  our  subject, 
is  the  youngest. 

Elmer  A.  Ely  attended  the  common  school 
of  his  birthplace  until  he  was  thirteen  years  of 
age,  and  then  for  three  years  received  instruc- 
tions at  a private  school  established  in  Ham- 
burg by  Ebenezer  Brockway,  a merchant  there. 
When  sixteen  years  old,  he  commenced  in  the 
boatbuilding  business  with  his  father,  and  has 
ever  since  (with  the  exception  of  a period  men- 
tioned later  on)  been  engaged  in  that  line, 
meeting  with  great  success.  For  twenty-two 
years  he  carried  on  the  business  in  his  native 
town,  by  the  end  of  which  time  the  products 
of  his  skill  and  genius  had  become  so  well 
known  throughout  the  country  that  it  became 
desirable  for  him  to  get  nearer  to  the  center  of 
trade.  Consequently  he  moved  to  Middle- 
town,  and  there  he  constructed  a boat  house 
20x70  feet  in  size,  and  he  recently  arranged  for 
additional  store  room.  His  shop  is  fitted  with 
electric  power,  is  well  equipped  in  all  respects, 
and  he  gives  employment  to  five  skilled  ship 
carpenters.  Since  i860,  when  Mr.  Ely  ma 
his  first  start  in  business,  he  has  constructed 
twenty-two  steamers  from  20  to  80  feet  in 
length.  The  popularity  of  smaller  power  boats 
in  recent  years  has  greatly  augmented  his  busi- 
ness; in  1901,  sixty-five  such  craft  were  built 
by  him.  Aside  from  steam  craft  Mr.  Ely  has 
built  many  row  and  sail  boats,  a number  of 
which  have  brought  fame  to-  their  constructor 
on  account  of  their  fine  sailing  qualities.  Some 
of  his  boats  have  been  built  chiefly  for  speed, 
some  wholly  for  comfort,  others  with  a view 
of  combining  both  these  qualities.  Uniform 
success  has  attended  his  efforts  along  all  these 
lines,  until  in  boating  circles  his  reputation  as 
a designer  and  builder  places  him  in  the  front 
rank.  Tn  1898  he  completed  for  Henry  Bull- 
ard, of  Middletown,  a steam  yacht  72  feet  long, 
which  is  regarded  as  the  finest  boat  on  the  Con- 
necticut river.  In  the  construction  of  boats 
Mr.  Ely  is  always  willing  to  follow  the  ideas 
of  prospective  owners,  as  far  as  they  may  be 
consistent  with  practicability,  and  the  best  re- 
sults are  to  be  obtained  when  the  matter  is  left 
to  the  ripe  judgment  and  skill  of  the  builder. 

About  the  year  1870  Mr.  Ely  bought  out  a 
grocery  and  dry  goods  store  at  Hamburg,  at 
the  end  of  some  six  years  selling  out  and  again 
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embarking  in  the  boatbuilding  industry,  this 
time  in  association  with  his  nephew,  W.  H. 
Ely,  the  partnership  lasting  six  years.  Our 
subject  then,  having  lost  every  dollar,  removed 
to  Middletown,  and  here  he  went  to  work  for 
the  Victor  Sewing  Machine  Company,  later 
being  in  the  employ  of  the  Middletown  Plate 
Company,  also  in  Middletown.  In  course  of 
time,  having  once  more  accumulated  a few  dol- 
lars, he  began  building  rowboats  for  hire,  his 
yard  being  located  at  the  foot  of  Center  street. 
In  the  fall  of  1874,  he  removed  to  his  present 
location  at  the  foot  of  Green  street. 

On  May  4,  1869,  Elmer  A.  Ely  was  mar- 
ried, in  Hamburg,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Frances 
Reynolds,  who  was  born  September  5,  1848, 
in  Salem,  Conn,  a daughter  of  Henry  B.  and 
Mandana  (Merriss)  Reynolds,  well-to-do 
farming  people.  Mrs.  Ely  is  the  youngest  in 
a family  of  nine  children — six  sons  and  three 
daughters — of  whom  four  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters are  yet  living.  A brief  record  of  the  chil- 
dren born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ely  is  as  follows : 
Blanche  M.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  J.  Manwar- 
ing,  of  Niantic,  Conn.,  and  has  two  children, 
Kenneth  C.  and  Clyde;  Isabella  R.  is  the  wife 
of  Walter  Newell,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  and 
has  three  children,  Reynolds,  Elmer  E.,  and 
Walter;  Horace  E,  died  in  Middletown,  De- 
cember 10,  1882,  aged  six  years;  Maurice 
Reynolds  and  Gordon  James  are  both  at  home. 
The  family  residence  on  Washington  street, 
Middletown,  built  by  Mr.  Ely,  and  completed 
in  1896,  is  a neat  and  comfortable  home.  Mrs. 
Ely  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  at 
Middletown.  In  politics,  Mr.  Ely  is  a stanch 
Republican:  in  the  fall  of  1900  he  was  elected 
member  of  the  city  council,  a position  that  came 
to  him  unsolicited.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  Mr.  Ely  may  justly 
be  classed  among  the  typical  self-made  men, 
having  about  1880  lost  everything  he  pos- 
sessed, and  from  a new  l>eginning,  by  dint  of 
energy,  grit  and  perseverance,  he  has  attained 
his  present  high  standing  as  a prosperous,  well- 
to-do  citizen,  living  in  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  the  community  at  large. 

MARIUS  WALTER  WILCOX,  a sub- 
stantial and  highly  respected  farmer  and  gal- 
lant ex-soldier  residing  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  Westfield  District,  Middletown, 
Middlesex  county,  was  born  there  Decemljer  4. 


1840,  in  a house  then  occupied  by  his  grand- 
father, Joel  Bacon,  and  now  occupied  by  Mi- 
nellas  Bacon. 

Mr.  Wilcox  descends  from  an  old  Connecti- 
cut family,  and  Elijah  Wilcox,  his  great-great- 
grandfather, was  a resident  of  Bristol,  then  a 
part  of  Farmington,  Conn.,  was  a soldier  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  died  April  12, 
1809,  in  his  ninetieth  year.  Elijah  Wilcox, 
his  son,  was  born  in  1748,  farmed  extensively, 
and  erected  the  dwelling  now  occupied  by 
Marius  W.,  where  he  died  July  12,  1836.  He 
was  thrice  married,  the  third  time  to  Lois  War- 
ner, who  died  August  13,  1847,  when  eighty- 
three  years  old. 

Linus  Wilcox,  son  of  Elijah  and  Lois,  and 
grandfather  of  Marius  W.,  was  a farmer  and 
manufacturer,  and  lived  on  the  farm  now  oc- 
cupied by  Carlos  Wilcox,  in  Westfield.  His 
lock  and  hinge  factory  was  located  at  Zoar, 
near  Middletown,  and  he  also  operated  a saw- 
mill about  a mile  southeast  of  his  home  in 
Westfield.  He  married  Anner  B.  Clark,  who 
was  born  in  1802,  and  died  December  9,  1878, 
and  his  own  death  took  place  March  15,  1882. 
To  Linus  and  Anner  B.  Wilcox  were  born 
twelve  children,  in  the  following  order:  Wal- 

ter; Justus,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years ; Leverett,  a farmer,  who  died  in  Penn- 
sylvania; Amelia,  who  was  the  wife  of  Dennis 
Cornwell,  a farmer  and  joiner  in  Westfield; 
Elbert  J.,  who  married  Sarah  McKee,  and  is 
now  a retired  shoe-dealer  in  San  Jose,  Cal. ; 
Sarah,  widow  of  Isaac  Hlull,  living  in  New 
Haven,  Conn. ; Wallace  W.,  who  married  Fan- 
ny Belden,  and  is  in  the  silver-plating  business 
in  Boston,  Mass. ; Celestia,  wife  of  Joseph  Oise, 
of  Cheshire,  Conn. ; Wilbur  J.,  married,  and 
at  present  superintendent  of  water-works  in 
San  Jose,  Cal. ; Enoch  E.,  who  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany B,  Fourtenth  Connecticut  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, and  was  killed  at  Fredericksburg;  Car- 
los A.,  who  married  Mary  Reed,  and  is  a farm- 
er in  Westfield;  and  Isabella  A.,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Booth,  a farmer  in  East  Meriden. 

Walter  Wilcox,  father  of  Mnrius  W..  was 
lx>rn  in  1818,  was  reared  a farmer,  and  received 
a district  school  education.  He  continued  to 
live  on  the  home  place  until  his  marriage,  and 
then  resided  for  about  a year  on  his  father-in- 
law’s  farm,  after  which  he  purchased  the 
place  on  which  his  son,  Marius  \V.,  now  lives, 
where  he  l>cgan  farming  in  a small  way.  He 
added  materially  to  his  estate  and  carried  on 
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general  farming  until  late  in  flife,  when  he 
presented  the  farm  to  Marius  W.  and  went  to 
San  Jose,  Cal.  Shortly  afterward,  however, 
he  returned  to  Connecticut,  and  for  awhile 
lived  in  Meriden,  but  the  latter  years  of  his  life 
were  passed  on  the  old  homestead  with  his  son, 
and  there  he  died  May  20,  1893.  His  remains 
were  interred  in  the  West  Street  cemetery,  in 
Westfield.  His  widow  still  has  her  home  on 
the  old  place  with  her  son. 

Walter  Wilcox  married  Esther  Minerva 
Bacon,  who  was  born  May  5,  1820,  in  West- 
field,  daughter  of  Joel  and  Lucina  (Taylor) 
Bacon.  Five  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
namely : Marius  W.  is  mentioned  below. 

Harriet  A.,  born  in  June,  1846,  died  March 
19,  1848.  Wilmot  B.  married  Mary  Maynes; 
he  was  an  employe  of  the  Meriden  Britannia 
Company  for  many  years,  but,  his  health  fail- 
ing, he  went  to  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  where  he 
died,  leaving  a widow  and  one  son,  Pomeroy, 
the  latter  now  a resident  of  Meriden,  Conn. 
Florence  A.  is  the  wife  of  A.  E.  Pomeroy,  a 
real-estate  dealer  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  Em- 
ma A.  was  married  to  Charles  L.  Brower,  a 
resident  of  Chicago,  111.,  where  he  died  Sep- 
tember 25,  1895,  she  now  making  her  home 
with  her  mother  on  the  old  home  farm. 

Marius  Walter  Wilcox  was  educated  in  the 
district  school  of  Westfield,  and  after  leaving 
school  assisted  his  father  on  the  homestead  un- 
til he  had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  en- 
listed in  Company  H,  Seventh  Connecticut 
Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Capt.  J.  B.  Dennis, 
and  Col.  Joseph  Hawley.  With  his  regiment 
he  took  part  in  the  campaign  in  Florida,  was  at 
the  siege  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  at  Chapin’s 
Farm,  near  Petersburg,  where  he  was  wounded. 
He  was  first  taken  to>  a field  hospital,  then  to 
Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  and  was  finally  trans- 
ferred to  a hospital  in  New  Haven,  Conn., 
where,  on  recovery,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged in  October,  1865.  Returning  to.  the 
home  farm  of  130  acres,  he  engaged  extensively 
in  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  owns 
land  which  was  included  in  the  original  Wilcox 
tract,  and  has  never  since  been  out  of  the  fam- 
ily. On  December  1,  1870,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Louise  W.  Dean,  a native  of  Middle- 
town,  born  June  21,  1847,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam H.  and  Louise  (Kent)  Dean.  This  union 
was  blessed  with  four  children,  viz. : Frank 

D.,  born  March  25,  1873;  T.  Walter,  born 
August  6,  1875  ; Maria  L.,  born  July  16,  1878, 


who  died  July  26,  1879;  and  Howard  M.,  born  [ 
April  1,  1883.  Mrs.  Louise  W.  Wilcox  was 
called  from  earth  February  20,  1899.  Her 
death  was  a terrible  shock  to  Mr.  Wilcox,  and  ; 
materially  changed  the  affairs  of  the  home. 

He  disposed  of  his  dairy  equipment,  turned 
the  management  of  his  farm  over  to  his  eldest 
son,  retired  from  active  labor,  and  now  passes 
the  winter  months  in  California  and  the  sum- 
mer months  on  the  old  Connecticut  homestead.  1 

Politically,  Mr.  Wilcox  is  a Republican,.  j| 
and  has  served  on  the  Board  of  School  Visi-  I 
tors  of  his  district.  He  is  a member  of  the  f 
Westfield  Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  j 
has  been  a deacon  for  many  years,  and  no;  name- 
in  the  town  of  Middletown  is  more  honored 
than  that  of  Marius  Walter  Wilcox. 

EDWIN  E.  HARVEY,  a prosperous  and 
respected  farmer  residing  in  the  lower  John-  i 
son  Lane  District  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  ? 
county,  was  born  October  22,  1847,  in  Had-  j 
dam,  son  of  Edwin  and  Betsey  (Nettleton)  i 
Harvey,  whose  ancestral  history  will  be  found 
in  the  sketch  of  Chauncey  Irving  Harvey,  of  J 
Durham  town,  a brother  of  Edwin  E.  | 

The  farmhouse  in  which  Edwin  E.  Har- 
vey was  born  is  now  occupied  by  Henry  Weise. 
There  Mr.  Harvey  passed  his  boyhood  days,.  . 
acquiring  his  education  at  the  neighboring  dis- 
trict schools.  He  was  employed  a year  and  ; 
a half  in  the  lock  factory  of  Parker  & Whip- 
ple, at  Coon  Hollow,  in  Meriden,  and  with  this 
exception  aided  his  father  on  the  home  farm 
and  cared  for  his  parents  until  their  death, 
when  he  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other 
heirs  to  the  place  and  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing there  until  November,  1897.  He  then 
sold  the  property  and  purchased  a farm  of  i 
160  acres  from  the  Thomas  Spencer  estate,  on  1 
which  he  has  made  many  decided  improve- 
ments, including  new  barns,  etc.,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  general  fanning,  dairying,  fruit 
growing  and  the  burning  of  charcoal.  He 
also  added  to'  this  tract  until  he  has  now  about 
170  acres. 

Mr.  Harvey  was  first  married  to  Jane  E. 
Bailey,  daughter  of  Russell  and  Nancy  Bailey, 
the  former  a farmer  of  Haddam.  Mrs.  Jane  E. 
Harvey  was  called  away  July  12,  1883,  leav- 
ing to  mourn  her  loss  her  husband  and  two 
children:  George  W.,  born  September  21, 

1874,  and  Ira  E.,  born  August  17,  1877.  On 
April  14,  1901,  George  married  Miss  Etta 
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Roberts,  of  Johnson  Lane,  town)  of  Middle- 
town.  The  second  marriage  of  Edwin  E. 
Harvey  took  place  May  23,  1896,  to  Miss 
Grace  Palmer,  who  was  born  May  5,  1852,  in 
Montowese,  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  daugh- 
ter of  Francis  and  Grace  N.  Palmer,  also  farm- 
ing people.  To  this  union  no  children  have 
been  born. 

Mr.  Harvey  is  a non-partisan  in  politics, 
and  is  no  office  seeker,  being  saitified  with 
simply  exercising  his  franchise,  selecting  the 
best  men  regardless  of  party.  He  is  not  a 
member  of  any  secret  society,  but  both  his 
sons  are  members  of  the  Mattabessett  Grange, 
in  which  they  take  a lively  interest,  the  father 
being  a substantial  farmer  and  they  his  effi- 
cient helpers.  Mr.  Harvey  has  himself  al- 
ways been  a hard-working  man,  has  an  excel- 
lent property,  is  very  pleasantly  situated,  and 
has  won  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 
Few  men  in  the  town  are  any  better  known, 
his  charcoal  business  having  brought  him  into 
contact  with  so  many  people  that  he  has  an 
unusually  large  acquaintance,  and  in  his  deal- 
ings with  his  many  patrons  he  has  established 
a high  reputation  for  straightforwardness  and 
honest  practices. 

FREDERICK  De  PEYSTER,  general 
manager  of  the  Brainerd,  Shaler  & Hall  Quar- 
ry Company,  at  Portland,  Middlesex  county, 
the  best  known  and  most  extensive  concern  of 
the  kind  in  the  United  States,  is  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative and  leading  men  of  that  town. 

The  De  Peyster  family  is  of  old  Dutch- 
Iluguenot  stock  in  New  York.  Mr.  De  Peys- 
ter’s  maternal  grandfather,  Joseph  Bethel, 
came  from  England.  Frederick  De  Peyster 
was  born  July  29,  1862,  in  Kent,  Portage  Co., 
Ohio,  son  of  Byron  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Bethel) 
De  Peyster.  Mis  grandfather,  Joel  Beakman 
De  Peyster,  was  a pioneer  in  the  fullest  sense 
of  the  Western  Reserve,  where  he  endured  the 
privations  and  hardships  incident  to  that  ca- 
reer in  the  first  years  of  the  last  century,  lie 
was  tlie  first  postmaster  at  Franklin,  which 
later  became  Kent,  and  with  his  brother, 
George  De  Peyster,  lie  built  and  operated  the 
first  gristmill  in  that  section.  They  brought 
their  millstones  from  near  the  shore  of  Like 
Erie,  through  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness. 
George  De  Peyster  sat  in  the  first  Legislature 
after  Ohio  was  made  a State. 

Byron  B.  De  Peyster  was  born  in  the  old 
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town  of  Franklin,  and  was  reared  after  the 
fashion  that  obtained  on  the  frontier  line  for 
farmer  boys.  After  reaching  manhood  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Bethel,  who  was  born  at  Cuya- 
hoga Falls,  Ohio.  He  was  a farmer,  and  also 
carried  on  a general  store,  and  though  he  died 
at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  forty-four,  he 
had  attained  a high  standing  as  a man  and  a 
citizen.  Politically,  'he  was  a Whig,  and  at 
the  breaking  up  of  the  old  parties  cast  in  his 
influence  with  the  Republican  party,  at  its  or- 
ganization. His  widow  remarried,  and  is  now 
Mrs.  T.  C.  Nighman,  of  North  Market  street. 
Canton,  Ohio. 

Frederick  De  Peyster  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Kent,  Ohio.  He  graduated  from  the 
Kent  high  school  in  1877.  As  a boy  he  was 
given  an  insight  into  practical  life,  working 
both  on  the  farm  and  in  his  father's  store. 
Soon  after  leaving  the  high  school  he  took  up 
the  study  of  law  under  the  instruction  of  D.  L. 
Rockwell,  of  Kent,  one  of  the  best  known  at- 
torneys of  northern  Ohio,  though  disliking  the 
lack  of  out-of-door  life  it  necessitated.  A 
trifling  incident  turned  him  from  its  pursuit. 
Walking  home  to  dinner  one  day  with  Mr. 
Marvin  Kent,  the  leading  capitalist  of  Kent, 
this  gentleman  learned  that  his  young  friend 
disliked  the  law  because  of  its  confined  life,  and 
offered  him  a position  on  a surveying  partv  he 
was  just  sending  out  under  the  direction  of 
General  Stewart  to  lay  out  the  line  of  the  Co- 
notton  Valley  Railway,  running  from  the 
Southern  coalfields  to  Cleveland.  The  young 
man  secured  the  position  through  the  inter- 
cession of  Mr.  Kent,  and  remained  with  the 
railroad  until  it  was  completed.  Mr.  De  Pevs- 
ter  had  shown  such  tact  in  the  work,  and  had 
adapted  himself  so  well  to  it.  that  he  was  of- 
fered a position  on  the  West  Shore  railroad  in 
the  civil  engineering  department.  He  accept- 
ed, and  had  his  headquarters  for  some  months 
at  Canastota,  N.  Y..  later  at  Little  Falls,  filling 
responsible  positions,  and  acquitting  himself 
creditably.  lie  was  so  efficient  that  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Hudson  River  division  of 
the  road,  and  given  charge  of  the  cross-section- 
ing  and  laying  out  the  beginning  of  the  con- 
struction between  Marlboro  and  Highland.  N. 
Y.  He  was  made  assistant  engineer  of  the 
company,  and  put  in  charge  of  the  heaviest 
cuts  and  rock  work  of  the  division,  remaining 
on  this  division  until  it  was  completed  and  in 
running  order.  From  the  Hudson  River  di- 
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vision  Mr.  De  Peyster  was  transferred  to.  Lit- 
tle Falls,  and  did  the  same  kind  of  work  there, 
displaying  such  ability  in  constructive  work 
that  the  Pennsylvania  Railway  Company 
sought  his  services  in  1883  on  the  Schuylkill 
division  of  that  road  then  in  process  of  con- 
struction from  Philadelphia  to  Reading,  as 
superintendent  of  the  construction  work  for 
John  T.  Dyer,  general  contractor.  He  was 
there  a year  and  a half  and  then  came  to  Meri- 
den, Conn.,  to  superintend  the  construction  of 
the  Meriden  & Cromwell  railroad,  running 
from  Cromwell  to  Meriden.  He  completed 
the  road,  and  operated  it  for  a year  and  then 
became  a member  of  the  firm  of  King,  Dyer  & 
Company,  who  had  a contract  to  build  forty 
miles  of  the  Ohioi  River  railroad  from  Mur- 
raysville  to  Letart,  W.  Va.  When  that  road 
was  built  Mr.  De  Peyster  came  to  Cromwell 
to  act  as  superintendent  and  manager  of  the 
New  England  Brownstone  Quarry  Company, 
then  partially  organized.  Under  his  manage- 
ment it  was  fully  equipped,  opened,  and  the 
product  put  on  the  markets.  He  remained 
there  until  1891,  when  he  became  manager  of 
the  Shaler  & Hall  Quarry,  and  in  1896,  when 
the  Brainerd  Quarry  was  combined  with  the 
Shaler  & Hall,  Mr.  De  Peyster  was  one  of  the 
foremost  workers  for  the  combination.  He 
was  made  the  manager  of  the  consolidated 
works,  and  has  held  that  position  to  the  present 
time,  with  increasing  satisfaction  to  the  busi- 
ness public.  Today  he  is  one  of  the  best  known 
stone  men  in  the  United  States.  He  has 
worked  his  way  upward  in  every  occupation  in 
which  he  has  been  engaged,  and  is  a citizen  of 
whom  any  community  might  well  be  proud. 

Mr.  De  Peyster  and  Miss  Ida  M.  Byxbee 
were  married  January  1,  1891,  in  Meriden, 
Conn.  She  was  born  in  that  city,  daughter  of 
Hon.  John  C.  Byxbee,  formerly  United  States 
Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  for  Connecticut 
and  Rhode  Island.  The  only  living  child  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  De  Peyster  is  Anna  E.  Mary 
Antoinette  died  in  November,  1899,  at  the  age 
of  two-  years  and  four  months. 

Mr.  De  Peyster  is  a Republican,  and  takes 
a keen  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party.  In 
1900  he  was  chosen  a presidential  elector  to> 
express  the  will  of  the  people  in  re-electing 
William  McKinley  to  the  Presidency.  He  is 
a Master  Mason,  and  belongs  to  Keystone 
Chapter,  and  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  at  Meri- 
den, and  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Hartford.  He 


is  also  a member  of  the  New  York  Club,  35th  II 
street  and  5th  avenue,  in  that  city;  the  Port- 
land  Club,  at  Portland;  and  the  Middletown 
Club ; and  was  president  for  a time  of  the  Home  it 
Club  at  Meriden,  the  most  exclusive  organiza- 
tion in  that  city,  having  a membership  com-  j| 
posed  of  the  leading  men  of  the  State,  its  most  1 
noted  member  at  that  time  being  United  States  | 
Senator  O.  H.  Platt.  Mir.  De  Peyster  belongs 
to  Trinity  Church,  at  Portland,  and  his  wife  to  | 
St.  Andrew's  Episcopal  Church,  at  Meriden.  | 
He  is  associated  with  the  Humane  Society,  and  | 
was  appointed  by  the  State  Senate  a trustee  of  j 
the  Connecticut  School  for  Boys,  at  Meriden, 
but  after  serving  three  years  he  resigned,  on  1 
account  of  the  pressure  of  outside  business. 

He  is  president  of  the  Joint  Association  of 
Quarrymen  and  Stone  Cutters  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  having  been  elected  to-  succeed  the  ! 
late  Hon.  John  H.  Hall.  He  is  a director  of  j 
the  Freestone  Savings  Bank,  at  Portland,  and  ? 
of  the  Portland  Building  Company,  and  is  a 
director  of  the  Brainerd,  Shaler  & Hall  Quarry  * 
Company.  He  organized  the  Byxbee-De  Peys-  | 
ter  Trap  Rock  Company,  of  Wallingford,  and  t 
was  active  in  its  operation  and  management  | 
for  five  years,  when  he  sold  out  to-  the  B.  D. 
Pierce  Jr.  Company,  of  Bridgeport.  i 

JOSEPH  R.  JOHNSON.  Among  the  j 
old  and  prominent  families  of  New  England  ; 
is  that  bearing  the  name  of  Johnson,  the  an-  [ 
cestry  'reaching  back  to  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  j 
from  whence  came  Andrew  Johnson,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject.  Locating  in  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  after  some  years  he  removed  to 
Middletown,  Conn.,  and  engaged  extensively 
in  importing.  Both  he  and  his  wife  became 
well  and  favorably  known  in  the  community.  \ 
The  latter  was  a lady  of  English  birth,  who  fi 
had  been  educated  in  a French  convent,  and 
who:  put  her  accomplishments  to:  practical  use,  ’ 
in  her  American  home,  by  teaching  the  French 
language. 

John  William  Johnson,  son  of  Andrew, 
was  born  in  Scotland,  and  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  America  when  but  a child.  Of  an 
adventurous  spirit,  when  a lad  of  sixteen  he 
left  his  home,  and  making  his  way  to-  Middle 
Haddam,  joined  a privateer  there  fitting  out, 
and  for  many  years  followed  the  sea.  Much  : 
of  his  time  was  spent  in  the  merchant  service, 
and  he  rose  from  a hand  before  the  mast  to  1 
be  commander  of  a vessel,  his  last  ship  being 
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the  “Four  Sisters,”  which  sailed  from  New 
London.  Although  he  accumulated  much, 
through  misfortunes  at  sea  he  lost  all,  and  was 
obliged  to  begin  life  anew  after  the  vigor  of 
youth  had  passed.  Locating  in  Middle  Had- 
dam,  he  entered  into  the  business  of  sailmaking, 
later  following  it  in  Milford,  and  in  1812  was 
engaged  in  that  line  at  Essex.  There  his 
death  occurred,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  As 
a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  was 
much  esteemed,  and  our  subject  has  in  his 
possession  a most  interesting  document,  his 
original  certificate  of  membership ; the  engrav- 
ing on  the  parchment  was  executed  by  Paul 
Revere,  the  Boston  engraver,  whose  ride 
through  the  outlying  villages,  notifying  the 
people  of  the  British  invasion,  in  April,  1775, 
has  been  celebrated  ever  since  in  song  and 
story.  John  W.  Johnson  married,  in  Middle 
Haddam,  Jerusha  Carey,  who  died  in  Essex, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-eight. 

Isaac  Johnson,  son  of  John  W.,  and  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Milford,  Conn.,  on 
January  20,  1810,  and  died  February  16,  1875. 
In  New  York  City  he  was  married  to  Marilla 
St.  John,  who  was  born  in  Otsego,  N.  Y.,  Oc- 
tober 7,  1810,  a daughter  of  Phineas  and  Es- 
ther (Abbott)  St.  John,  and  died  in  Essex 
August  13,  1895.  To  this  union  were  born: 
Maria,  Mrs.  St.  John,  a widow  of  New  York 
City;  Josephine,  who  married  Edwin  Deakin, 
of  Winsted,  Conn. ; Susan,  who  died  unmar- 
ried,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one;  Joseph  R.,  our 
subject;  and  Marilla,  who  married  James 
Doane,  a native  of  Essex,  now  a resident  of 
Western,  Saline  Co.,  Nebraska. 

Isaac  Johnson  was  but  two  years  old  when 
the  family  moved  from  Milford  to  Essex,  and 
there  lie  grew  up  and  received  a common  school 
education.  While  a young  man  he  learned 
the  carriagemaking  trade,  and  for  a number  of 
years  followed  that  business  in  Essex,  later  en- 
gaging in  farming  and  in  house  painting,  be- 
ing thus  employed  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 
When  a young  man  he  united  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  in  Fremont’s  time  lie  entered 
the  Republican  ranks,  and  ever  afterward  was  a 
stanch  member  of  that  organization.  II is  wife 
was  a memb'er  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church, 
but  attended  the  M.  E.  Church  after  locating 
in  Essex. 

Joseph  R.  Johnson  was  born  in  Essex 
March  18,  1847,  and  was  educated  in  the  home 
schools  and  in  Mills  Academy,  the  latter  then 


being  under  the  scholarly  direction  of  Giles 
Potter.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  to  take 
care  of  himself,  engaging  in  work  first  in  the 
blacksmith  shops  and  the  manufacturing  plants 
of  his  town,  until  such  time  as  he  made  a choice 
of  trades,  at  length  deciding  in  favor  of  that  of 
machinist.  Going  to  Hartford,  he  found  em- 
ployment with  Pratt  & Whitney,  machinists  of 
note  throughout  the  entire  East,  remaining  with 
them  for  a period  of  three  years,  and  going 
from  there  to  Chicago,  where  he  entered  the 
machine  works  of  a Warner  & Swazey,  re- 
maining until  they  moved  to  Cleveland,  a 
year  and  a half  later.  He  then  went  into 
their  employ  again,  remaining  with  this  firm 
altogether  for  about  six  years,  though  not 
continuously,  and  he  was  with  them  when 
they  turned  out  the  great  Lick  telescope.  Un- 
til 1888  his  home  was  in  Cleveland,  although 
he  had  spent  one  year  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

In  1888  Mr.  Johnson,  like  so  many  others 
of  the  sons  of  Essex,  returned,  and  there  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Comstock,  Cheney  & 
Co.,  of  Ivoryton,  as  a machinist,  making  new 
and  special  machinery  and  keeping  all  in  repair, 
this  requiring  thorough  and  practical  knowl- 
edge, as  well  as  an  especial  talent  in  the  direc- 
tion indicated.  No  bungling  worker  could 
succeed  in  the  position  held  by  Mr.  Johnson,  a 
steady  hand  and  quick  eye  being  as  necessary 
as  these  are  to  the  physician. 

Since  reaching  his  majority  Mr.  Johnson 
has  adhered  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  has  served  as  registrar  of  voters 
in  Essex  every  year  when  he  has  been  at  home. 
In  1868  he  was  admitted  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  is  affiliated  with  Burning  Bush 
Chapter,  of  Essex. 

On  December  29,  1897,  Mr.  Johnson  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Duella,  widow  of  Gard- 
ner K.  Dickerson,  and  a daughter  of  Jeremiah 
and  Laura  (Hurd)  Wright,  of  Clinton,  where 
the  mother  still  lives;  the  father,  a native  of 
Westbrook,  died  August  2,  1836.  Mrs.  John- 
son was  born  April  i,  1835.  the  youngest  of 
her  family,  and  is  a most  estimable  lady.  Mr. 
Johnson  has  always  taken  a deep  interest  in 
Essex,  and  although  lie  has  spent  some  years 
away,  he  finds  the  old  home  draws  him  back, 
whenever  he  ventures  far  afield. 

WILBUR  FISK  STARR.  The  manu- 
facturing interests  of  the  State  of  Connecticut 
have  long  been  of  recognized  importance,  and 
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many  factories  are  carried  on  within  that  Com- 
monwealth by  men  of  ability  who  have  de- 
voted much  time  and  study  to  the  development 
of  the  useful  and  practical  articles  of  which 
the  whole  world  has  need.  Among  those  who 
have  been  successful  in  East  Hampton,  Mid- 
dlesex county,  in  the  manufacture  of  bells,  is 
Wilbur  F.  Starr,  the  subject  of  these  lines. 

Mr.  Starr  was  born  in  East  Hampton, 
town  of  Chatham,  August  31,  1848,  son  of 
Vine  B.  and  Amanda  (Markham)  Starr,  and 
until  he  was  ten  years  of  age  went  to  the  dis- 
trict school.  Although  so  young,  he  then 
commenced  working  in  the  bell  works  during 
the  summer  months,  his  later  schooling  being 
confined  to  the  winter  seasons,  and  after  he 
was  seventeen  he  devoted  his  entire  time  to  bell 
work.  For  three  years  he  was  employed  in 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  where  his  services  were 
given  to  patternmaking  in  the  factory  of  Hop- 
son  & Chapin,  manufacturers  of  lamp  castings, 
and  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention  quite 
closely  to  bell  working.  In  1882,  in  associa- 
tion with  his  brothers,  under  the  firm  name  of 
the  Starr  Brothers  Bell  Company,  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  all  kinds  of  bells.  A 
later  enterprise  is  the  Starr  Brothers  Net  & 
Twine  Company,  in  which  our  subject  is  also 
interested,  his  active  mind  continually  being 
occupied  with  plans  of  a practical  nature. 

Mr.  Starr  was  married  April  11,  1878,  in 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  to  Ellen  Maria  Smith, 
daughter  of  J.  Henry  and  Maria  L.  (Sears) 
Smith,  and  granddaughter  of  Ansel  Smith, 
whose  wife  was  Rhoda,  daughter  of  Timothy 
Hart.  Mrs.  Starr  is  the  eldest  of  her  family, 
and  was  born  in  Bristol,  Conn.-,  July  26,  1844; 
she  has  two  brothers — Wilbur  H.,  a res- 
ident of  New  Haven,  who  married  Elzera  Dur- 
rand  and  Irving  F.,  of  New  Haven,  who  mar- 
ried Alice  Cooper.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Starr 
was  born  in  7818  in  Southington,  Conn.,  of  an 
old  Colonial  family,  and  died  in  1897,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine;  the  mother,  who  died  in 
1888,  reached  her  sixty-eighth  year.  The  fam- 
ily of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Starr  includes  an  adopted 
daughter,  Lena  E.,  born  May  14,  1886,  whose 
parents  were  of  French  descent. 

Mr.  Starr  takes  an  active  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  having  very  decided  opinions,  but, 
while  he  upholds  Prohibition  candidates,  does 
not  desire  to  tie  himself  to'  any  party,  none 
of  them  coming  up  to  the  high  standard  that 
he  hopes  one  day  to  see  in  force.  He  and  his 


wife  are  valued  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  possess  the  esteem  of  a wide  cir- 
cle of  friends. 

ARTHUR  JOHNSON,  a well  known 
dairyman  and  farmer  residing  in  the  Johnson 
Lane  District  of  Middletown,  Middlesex 
county,  is  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest 
of  New7!  England  families,  in  whose  honor  the 
district  in  which  he  lives  was  named. 

The  founder  of  this  family  in  America  was 
John  Johnson,  who  came  probably  from  Eng- 
land in  the  “Arabella,”  in  the  fleet  with  Win- 
throp,  and  settled  with  his  wife,  Margery,  and 
several  children,  at  Roxbury,  Mass.  He  was 
a constable  as  early  as  1630,  was  a freeman 
in  1631,  and  Deputy  to  the  first  General  Court 
in  1634,  and  for  many  years  following.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Artillery  Company.  He  was  possessed  of  a 
large  estate,  was  a man  of  considerable  influ- 
ence, and  kept  a tavern  in  which  most  of  the 
public  meetings  of  the  place  and  time  were 
held.  His  wife,  Margery,  died  June  9,  1655, 
and  his  second  marriage  was  to*  Grace,  widow 
of  Barnabas  Famer. 

Ebenezer  Johnson,  great-great-grandfather 
of  Arthur  Johnson,  was  born  February  15, 
1722.  He  was  a farmer,  and  was  among  the 
first  toi  settle  in  Johnson  Lane;  it  was  after 
him,  in  fact,  that  the  locality  was  named.  On 
October  29,  1745,  he  married  .Elizabeth  Gil- 
bert, and  to'  their  marriage  came  six  children, 
as  follows  : Anna,  born  July  12,  1747,  died 

April  28,  1825;  Elizabeth,  born  January  25, 
1749,  died  June  26,  1838  ; Timothy,  born  July 
5,  1752,  died  April  1,  1830;  Josiah  was  born 
January  27,  1757;  Edward,  born  December  18, 
1760,  died  January  18,  1851,  and  Esther,  born 
November  20,  1763,  died  May  20,  1792.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  (Gilbert)  Johnson,  whoi  was  born 
January  15,  1723,  was  called  away  - Septem- 
ber 24,  1809,  and  Ebenezer  Johnson,  died 
March  9,  1811. 

Josiah  Johnson,  fourth  child  of  Ebenezer, 
was  born  in  the  Johnson  Lane  District,  near 
where  Wellington  G.  Johnson  now  resides, 
and  lived  on  the  place  of  his  birth  until  his 
marriage.  He  was  a cloth-dresser  as  well  as  a 
fanner.  On  marrying  he  removed  near  to'  the 
Haddam  lime,  remained  there  a short  time,  and 
then  returned  to  Johnson  Lane,  in  the  southern 
part  of  which  he  passed  many  years,  after 
which  he  gave  his  farm  to  his  son  Enos  and 
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moved,  in  1821,  to  a location  opposite  the  pres- 
ent home  of  James  Longworth,  where  his 
death  took  place  January  15,  1826.  To  his 
marriage  with  Anna  Hedges,  who  was  born 
January  2,  1767,  and  died  February  25,  1833, 
there  came  eight  children,  viz.:  Josiah,  born 

November  9,  1792,  married  Sally  Roberts,  and 
died  at  Feeding  Hills,  Mass.,  April  17,  1869. 
Enos,  born  August  12,  1794,  married  in  Oc- 
tober, 1819,  Lucy  Prout,  who  was  born  No- 
vember 19,  1795,  and  died  August  20,  1864; 
his  death  took  place  September  1,  1853.  Leon- 
ard, born  October  20,  1796,  in  Haddam,  mar- 
ried Maria  Prout  (a  sister  of  the  wife  of 
Enos)  ; his  death  took  place  February  5, 
1867,  at  Feeding  Hills.  Anna,  born  October 
19,  1798,  died  unmarried  January  10,  1826. 
Edward,  born  April  1,  1801,  was  a farmer  in 
the  Hubbard  District,  Middletown ; he  died 
unmarried,  in  December,  1900.  Warren,  born 
March  24,  1804,  died  April  3,  1822.  Es- 
ther, born  February  22,  1807,  died  unmar- 
ried August  16,  1892.  Alfred,  born  April  6, 
1809,  first  married  Esther  Badger,  and  sec- 
ond Margaret  N.  Fayso-n ; he  was  a peddler, 
and  later  a successful  merchant,  and  settled 
in  Clinton,  S.  C.,  where  he  died  September  26, 
18  73: 

Enos  Johnson,  second  child  of  Josiah,  was 
born  in  the  southern  part  of  Johnson  Lane, 
and  was  reared  a farmer  and  cloth  dresser, 
in  both  lines  of  which  he  aided  his  father  until 
the  latter’s  death.  For  many  years  after  that 
event,  he  continued  to  follow  cloth -dressing, 
which  was  a profitable  calling  in  those  days. 
Enos  Johnson  had  a water  privilege  a little  way 
south  of  the  Markham  mill,  in  Johnson  Lane, 
and  raised  sheep  for  wool,  which  was  sent  to 
Glastonbury  and  other  places  to  he  carded  and 
spun,  the  cloth  being  returned  to  he  dressed. 
The  clothes-  for  his  family  were  made  of  this 
cloth  for  many  vears,  and  he  followed  the  bus- 
iness until  after  he  was  fifty  years  old.  To 
Enos  Johnson  and  his  wife  were  born  three 
children,  Henry  Collins,  Wellington  G.  and 
Langdon  II.  Of  these,  Henry  C.,  born  June 
6,  1823.  will  be  spoken  of  in  full  further  on. 
Wellington  ( 1 . , born  October  19,  1825,  mar- 
ried, November  28,  1851,  Nancy  Johnson  Coe, 
who  was  born  February  12,  1829,  and  bore  her 
husband  seven  children,  in  the  following  order : 
Charles  E.,  born  November  15,  1853,  died 

Janyary  27,1856;  Emma  C..  born  July  2.  18;;, 
died  February  if),  1856;  Charles,  born  (unc  8, 


1:857,  married  Eva  Gordon;  Walter  was  born 
July  14,  i860;  Robert  H.,  born  March  7, 
1862,  married  Agnes  Bailey;  Lillian  L.  was 
born  May  30,  1864;  Emma,  born  July  4,  1869, 
is  the  wife  of  Elmer  Crowell.  Langdon  H., 
was  born  October  16,  1831,  and  on  May  28, 
1861,  married  Sarah  Hubbard  Prior,  who  was 
born  October  22,  1839;  they  have  two  children 
— Hattie  M.,  born  July  1,  1864,  wife  of  Buck- 
ley  Whitmore,  and  Clarence  L.,  born  May  11, 
1881. 

Henry  Collins  Johnson  was  born  in  the 
lower  end  of  Johnson's  Lane,  where  the  Dan- 
iels Brothers  Creamery  is  now  located.  He 
lived  on  the  home  farm  until  shortly  after 
his  marriage,  when  he  rented  and  moved  upon 
the  farm  in  the  Hubbard  District  now  occu- 
j pied  by  Daniel  W.  Prior.  A few  years  later 
j he  removed  to  Farm  Hill,  resided  there  a 
j short  time,  and  then  purchased  his  present 
farm  from  his  father,  on  which  he  erected  a 
dwelling  in  1856,  on  the  west  side  of  the  road. 
He  otherwise  improved  the  place  with  all 
necessary  farm  buildings  and  a splendid  house 
| for  his  residence.  Fie  was  extensively  en- 
| gaged  in  agriculture  till  a few  ) ears  ago,  when 
j advancing  age  warned  him  to  retire,  and  lie 
; placed  the  farm  in  charge  of  his  two  sons,  Ar- 
thur and  Myron  H.,  who  successfully  man- 
aged it  until  the  death  of  the  latter,  in  March, 
1900,  when  the  entire  charge  devolved  upon 
| Arthur.  In  1866  Mr.  Johnson  established  the 
present  milk  route  in  Middletown,  which  is 
. now  about  the  oldest  in  the  city.  Henry  C. 
Johnson  was  united  in  marriage  November  14. 
1847,  with  Nancy  Adaline  Hubbard,  who  was 
born  November  7,  1822,  and  died  March  21, 
1900,  the  mother  of  three  children,  viz. : One 
son,  born  August  20.  1851,  died  unnamed  Au- 
gust 23,  1851.  Arthur  was  born  September 
2i,  1853.  Myron  H.,  born  June  12,  1802,  is 
mentioned  elsewhere.  1 lenry  C.  Johnson  now 
resides  with  his  son  Arthur.  Although  he  be- 
gan his  business  life  with  but  little  capital,  by 
sound  judgment  and  close  attention  to  his  per- 
I sonal  affairs  he  has  acquired  a s<>1  it  1 com- 
petence, and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
substantial  residents  of  the  town  of  Middle- 
town.  In  jx >1  i t ics  he  is  a Democrat,  for  many 
years  served  as  assessor,  and  for  a long  time 
was  on  the  hoard  of  relief.  In  religion  he  is  a 
Baptist  and  an  ardent  member  of  the  church, 
to  the  sup|)ort  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  most 
liberal  ci mtrihutors. 
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Arthur  Johnson,  with  whose  name  this  re- 
view opens,  was  born  on  the  same  farm  he 
still  occupies,  in  Johnson  Lane.  He  obtained 
his  education  in  the  common  school  of  his  dis- 
trict, and  has  passed  his  entire  life  on  the  home 
farm.  When  his  father  retired  the  place  came 
into1  the  charge,  as  has  been  intimated,  of  Ar- 
thur and  his  brother,  Myron  H.,  and  at  the 
death  of  the  latter  came  entirely  under  our 
subject’s  management.  He  has  proved  him- 
self a most  excellent  manager,  and  keeps  a 
sharp  lookout  for  the  farm  itself  and  the  other 
business  of  his  father,  in  all  his  transactions 
preserving  the  high  standing  of  the  family ; 
they  are  among  the  very  oldest  in  the  dairy 
business  serving  Middletown  patrons. 

Arthur  Johnson  married  Kate  Harris,  a 
native  of  Johnson  Lane  District,  who  was  born 
January  i,  1853,  daughter  of  William  and 
Clarissa  (Loveland)  Harris.  In  politics  Mr. 
Johnson  is  a Democrat,  and  fraternally  he  is 
a member  of  Arawana  Tribe,  I.  O.  R.  M., 
and  of  the  Middletown  Grange,  in  which  latter 
he  has  held  the  office  of  steward  and  overseer. 
Modest  in  his  manner,  unassuming  in  his 
make-up,  he  stands  as  a high  type  of  a citizen. 

HENRY  FOUNTAIN  is  probably  the 
oldest  foreign  citizen  of  Middletown,  Middle- 
sex county,  in  point  of  continuous  residence. 
He  came  to  that  city  when  he  was-  but  six 
years  old,  and  has  been  there  continuously  for 
over  seventy  years.  He  has  been  associated 
with  many  important  business  enterprises,  and 
ha:s  'borne  hirnelf  through  a long  and  active 
life  honorably  and  honestly. 

Mr.  Fountain  was  born  in  London,  Eng- 
land, July  9,  1826,  son  of  William  and  Martha 
(Kitteridge)  Fountain.  His  father  was  born 
in  Buckingham,  and  in  early  life  removed  to 
London.  He  was  a gardener  in  England.  His 
wife  died  there,  leaving  six  children,  Eliza, 
William',  Ann,  Henry,  Martha  and  Thomas. 
William  went  to  sea  when  he  was  a young  man, 
and  all  trace  of  him  was  lost.  Eliza  lived  in 
Chicago,  where  she  died  a widow  at  the  age  of 
eighty-seven.  Ann  married  Bolivar  Cooper, 
and  died  in  Bloomfield,  Ohio.  Martha  mar- 
ried Henry  Bruce,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  and 
is  now  living  in  the  South. 

In  1832  William  Fountain  and  his  two 
sons,  William  and  Henry,  sailed  from  London 
for  the  United  States,  and  were  six  weeks  on 
the  voyage  to  New  York.  The  father  secured 


employment  as  a gardener  with  Henry  Good- 
ale,  of  the  “Central  Hotel,”  where  the  “Mc- 
Donough House”  now  is,  coming  at  once  to 
Middletown,  where  he  lived  until  his  death, 
ait  the  age  of  eighty-three.  He  is  buried  in 
Indian  Hill  cemetery.  He  was  employed  as 
a gardener  throughout  his  active  life,  and  was 
for  some  years  with  the  Russell  family.  He 
remarried  after  he  came  to  this  country,  Mrs. 
Wright,  a native  of  England,  becoming  his 
second  wife.  They  had  one  son,  who  became 
a civil  engineer  and  was  employed  on  a Gov- 
ernment vessel  during  the  Civil  war;  he  died  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Fountain  was  a Demo- 
crat, and  in  religion  a member  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church.  1 

Henry  Fountain  received  rather  limited  ed- 
ucational privileges,  and  his  school  days  ended 
when  he  was  ten  years  old.  He  went  toi  school 
on  the  north  side  of  William  street,  between 
Main  and  Broad  streets,  and  had  Mr.  Newton 
for  a teacher.  As  a boy  he  had  little  oppor- 
tunity to  learn  what  it  meant  to  be  idle,  as  he 
worked  with  his  father  at  gardening.  He 
had  unusual  mechanical  endowments,  and 
when  but  a lad  entered  the  employment  of  E. 
H.  Booth,  to  learn  the  painter’s  trade,  receiving 
yearly  wages  of  $50  and  $75  for  the  first  and 
second  years,  respectively.  However,  he  took 
up  his  work  so  readily  that  his  employer  was 
able  to  earn  full  wages  from  'hiis  work  after 
a short  time.  Within  a few  years  he  bought 
out  Mr.  Booth,  and  developed  a large  trade 
on  his  own  account,  employing-  at  times  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  men.  He  also  did  paper- 
hanging, and  has  done  as  much  ais  $35,000 
worth  of  w'ork  in  one  season.  One  thing  that 
particularly  contributed  to  Mr.  Fountain’s 
success  was  his  thorough  familiarity  with  everv 
part  of  his  work,  and  he  could  do  any  part  as 
readily  as  any  man  on  his  roll.  He  finally 
made  a specialty  of  interior  decorating,  and 
souglrt  and  found  work  through  all  parts  of 
Connecticut  and  the  State  of  New  York.  He 
was  well  known  to  New  York  architects,  and 
stood  in  the  front  rank  of  men  in  that  line  in 
his-  day.  This,  though  it  was  profitable  and 
agreeable  work,  took  him  much  away  from 
home,  and  he  finally  abandoned  it  and  devoted 
himself  to  real  estate,  in  which  line  he  was  a 
pioneer  in  Middletown.  He  bought  land,  im- 
proved it,  divided  it  and  built  houses-,  for  which 
he  found  a,  ready  and  profitable  sale,  and  owped 
at  one  time  tenement  houses  which  accommo- 
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dated  fifty-two  families.  He  opened  Fountain 
avenue,  which  bears  his  name.  The  panic  of 
1873,  which  wrought  ruin  to-  so  many,  proved 
disastrous  to  Mr.  Fountain,  who,  discouraged 
at  large  losses,  turned  to  the  florist  business. 
He  owned  a large  greenhouse  property,  which 
was  in  charge  of  a tenant,  who  was  also  dis- 
couraged by  the  hard  times,  and  in  order  to 
preserve  the  property  Mr.  Fountain  was 
obliged  in  a way  to  take  it  up.  He  brought 
his  characteristic  enthusiasm  to  hear  in  this 
business,  and  it  has  become  a great  success  in 
his  hands.  He  has  five  hothouses,  modern  in 
all  their  appointments,  having  five  thousand 
feet  under  glass.  He  is  also  interested  in  a 
fine  dyeing  establishment,  which  he  is:  running 
on  a plane  eciual  to  any  city  concern. 

Henry  Fountain  was  married  in  October, 
1847,  to  Miss  Ruth  Rich,  of  South  Farms, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Harvey  and  Ruby  (John- 
son) Rich.  To  this  union  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Clara,  now  Mrs.  William 

Couch,  of  New  York;  Charles  B.,  of  Water- 
bary, Conn. ; Lula,  Mrs.  John  Robinson,  Mid- 
dletown ; William  and  George,  who  died  when 
fourteen  years  old ; and  others  who  died  young. 
Mr.  Fountain’s  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Anna 
(Woods)  Pack,  widow  of  George  Pack,  and 
a native  of  England.  To  this  marriage  came 
four  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living, 
Fred  B.,  of  Middletown.  Mr.  Fountain  was 
married,  the  third  time,  to  Mrs.  Messenger,  of 
Hartford,  widow  of  Jarvis  Messenger,  and  a 
native  of  Farmington,  Conn.  Mr.  Fountain  was 
a Democrat  until  the  time  of  Douglas,  for 
whom!  he  voted,  and  since  then  he  has  sym- 
pathized with  the  Republican  party. 

REV.  JOHN  E.  BUSH  NELL,  D.  D.,  be- 
longs to  an  old  family  of  Middlesex  county 
which  w'as  early  established  in  New  England, 
and  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected  in 
the  entire  region. 

John  Bushnell,  the  great-grand  father*  of 
John  E.,  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Saybrook, 
Middlesex  county.  He  was  twice  married 
first  time  November  4.  1779,  to  Lydia  Chap- 
man, daughter  of  Deacon  Benjamin  Chapman. 
His  second  wife  was  Mrs.  M eh i table  Lay,  of 
Westbrook.  To  the  first  union  came  children 
as  follows:  (1)  Vashti,  born  November  3, 

1780,  died  unmarried.  (2)  Polly,  born  Fel>- 
ruary  23,  1783.  also  died  unmarried.  (3) 
Lydia,  born  June  4,  1785,  married  Azariah 


Whittlesey.  (4)  Betsey,  born  August  2,  1787, 
died  unmarried.  (5)  John  was  the  grandfather 
of  Dr.  John  E.  (6)  Nancy,  bom  November 
1,  1792,  died  unmarried.  (7)  George,  born 
August  22,  1795,  never  married.  (8)  Benja- 
min, born  April  26,  1798,  moved  to  Winches- 
ter, Va.,  where  he  married  and  reared  a family. 
The  children  of  the  second  marriage  were : 

(9)  Jonathan  Lay,  born  in  1801,  died  young. 

(10)  Richard  Henry,  born  June  19,  1803, 
moved  to  Ohio,  where  he  married.  ( 1 1 ) Eliza- 
beth, born  October  8,  1806,  died  young.  (12) 
M)ary,  born  June  1,  1810,  married  a Mr.  Deni- 
son, of  Chester,  Conn.  The  father  of  this 
family  was  a man  of  much  business  activity 
in  Saybrook,  and  carried  on  successfully  many 
important  enterprises  in  his  time.  Besides  be- 
ing a shipbuilder  he  was  a farmer  and  ,was 
long-  engaged  in  trade. 

John  Bushnell,  the  grandfather  of  Dr. 
John  E.,  was  born  June  16,  1790,  and  died 
January  22,  1859.  Me  was  twice  married,  on 
December  6,  1812,  to  M'ary  Ann  Newell,  and 
on  October  14,  1844,  to  Janette  Tulley,  a 
daughter  of  Elias  Tulley.  John  and  Mary 
Ann  Bushnell  had  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: (1)  Elizabeth,  born  in  1813.  married 

William  J.  Clark,  of  Saybrook  a leading  man 
of  the  town,  which  he  represented  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  he  served  as  town  clerk  from 
1854  to  1861.  (2)  William  Jabez,  born  April 

17,  1815,  never  married.  (3)  Mary  Ann,  born 
July  28,  1817,  mlarried  Deacon  Rufus  C.  Shep- 
ard, who  is  still  living  in  Saybrook.  (4)  Cath- 
erine, MVs.  Rufus  C.  Denison,  bom  Novem- 
ber 29,  1818,  died  in  1900.  (5)  Nancy  Maria, 

lx>rn  November  16,  1820,  married  Augustus 
Bushnell  of  Saybrook.  (6)  John  Frederick, 
the  father  of  Dr.  John  E.,  was  born  May  11, 
1823.  (7)  Richard  M.,  born  October  16, 

1825,  married  Miss  Sarah  Overman,  and 
moved  to  Florida.  (8)  Lydia  Chapman,  bom 
Miay  23,  1827,  died  young,  (o)  Charles  Ed- 
ward, ’bom  April  3,  1829,  married  \bbv  Clark, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children.  lie  moved  to 
Appleton,  \\  is.,  where  he  was  again  married. 
(10)  Lavinia  A.,  born  June  12,  1832.  is  liv- 
ing in  Appleton,  \\  is.  unmarried.  (11)  Hen- 
ry Augustus,  born  July  2(>,  1834,  is  living  in 
Milwaukee,  Wis.  lie  married  and  has  one 
child,  Carrie,  Mtrs.  Seig.  The  father  of  this 
family  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Saybrook, 
and  was  extensively  engaged  in  fanning.  In 
politics  he  was  an  old  Jeffersonian  Democrat, 


728 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


and  in  religion  a member  and  liberal  sup- 
porter of  the  Congregational  Church. 

John  Frederick  Bushnell  was  born,  reared 
and  educated  in  tbe  town  of  Old  Saybrook. 
While  a young  man  he  worked  on  the  farm 
during  the  summer  and  taught  school  during 
the  winter.  At  that  time  teaching  was  about 
the  only  vocation  aside  from  farming  to  which 
the  more  progressive  young  people  of  the  day 
could  turn,  and  many  made  their  first  money 
in  that  profession.  One  old  gentleman  said 
he  could  remember  that  at  certain  seasons 
as  many  as  “three  young  men  on  a horse" 
could  be  seen  making  their  way  over  the 
country  seeking  schools.  For  several  winter 
terms  Mr.  Bushnell  taught  school  and  then 
devoted  his  entire  time  to  his  fanning  opera- 
tions, which  had  grown  quite  extensive.  For 
about  five  years  he  lived  in  Lyme,  but  with 
that  exception  passed  his  entire  life  in  Say- 
brook.  Owing  to  advanced  age  Mr.  Bush- 
nell for  a number  of  years  lived  quite  re- 
tired until  his  death,  February  5,  1901.  When 
he  became  a voter  he  affiliated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  in  the  exciting  times  that 
ushered  in  the  Civil  war  he  saw  reason  for  a 
change  of  views,  and  became  a Republican. 
He  was  elected  to  several  of  the  town  offices, 
which  came  to  him  entirely  unsought,  serving 
as  selectman  for  one  term.,  and  for  three  or  four 
years  as  treasurer  of  the  town,  from,  which 
position  he  resigned.  From  early  manhood 
Mr.  Bushnell  was  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  where  he  was  known  as  a lib- 
eral supporter  of  the  organization. 

Mr.  Bushnell  was  twice  married,  the  first 
time  to  Mary  Jane  Ayer.  None  of  the  chil- 
dren by  that  union  survive.  His  second  mar- 
riage was  to  Emma  P'almer  Calkins,  a native 
of  Lyme,  and  a daughter  of  Col.  Roswell  and 
Marv  (Palmer)  Calkins;  Col.  Roswell  Calkins 
was  a native  of  Waterford,  Conn.  To  this 
union  came  the  following  children  : ( 1 ) Rev. 

Henry  Allen  Bushnell,  D.  D.,  born  July  3. 
1853,  is  now  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  La  Grange,  111.  Fie  married  Millie, 
daughter  of  Thomas  B.  Bynner,  of  New  York 
City,  and  they  have  had  a family  of  seven 
children,  Allen.  B.,  Johni,  Thomas  (deceased), 
Henry  (deceased),  Dorothy,  Donald  and 
Philip. 

(2)  Robert  Stowe  Bushnell,  born  Decem- 
ber 31,  1856,  is  now  engaged  in  business  in 
New  York,  as  a member  of  tire  firm  of  A.  N. 


Ryerson  & Co.  lie  -married  Marv,  daughter 
of  Charles  R.  Tyng,  and  a granddaughter  of 
Rev,  Dr.  Stephen  H.  Tyng,  for  many  years  the 
most  prominent  Episcopal  minister  of  New 
York  City,  rector  of  St.  George’s  Church. 
Robert  S.  Bushnell  is  the  father  of  three  chil- 
dren, Robert,  Dorothy  and  Mary. 

(3)  Rev.  John  Edward  Bushnell,  D.  D., 
born  October  21,  1858,  was  for  six  years  pre- 
vious to  January  1,  1900,  pastor  of  the  Philips 
Presbyterian  Church  in,  the  city  of  New  York. 
He  then  accepted  a call  to  the  Westminster 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Dr.  Bushnell  married  Miss  Florence  A.  Ells- 
wtorth,  a daughter  of  Eli  P.  Ellsworth,  of  New 
York  City,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  the  following  children — Ells- 
worth, born  January  8,  1888;  John  Horace, 
born  October  27,  1892,  -who  is  the  tenth  in 
line  to  bear  the  name  of  John  ; and  Paul  Palm- 
er, born  January  26,  1900. 

(4)  Mhry  Palmer  Bushnell,  born  July  22, 
1862,  died  young. 

(5)  Roswell  Calkins  Bushnell,  born  Au- 

gust 8,  1864,  moved  to  DeLand,  Fla.,  where 
he  married  Miss  Mattie  Sauls,  daughter  of 
George  Sauls ; they  have  two  children,  Ros- 
well Sauls  and  Emma  Palmer.  1 

LUTHER  WILCOX,  first  selectman  of 
the  town  of  Portland,  is  the  representative  de- 
scendant in  his  generation  of  that  family, 
which  has  been  identified  with  the  history  of 
Middlesex  county  since  its  first  settlement,  and 
connected  by  marriage  with  many  of  the  best 
families  of  the  State. 

The  Wilcox  family  has  been  identified 
with  the  growth  of  what  is  now  Portland 
since  1710,  and  in  that  long  period  many  of 
those  who  bore  its  name  have  been  prominent 
people  in  the  county.  The  name  was  at  one 
time  spelled  Wilcocke.  The  first  of  the  name 
of  whom  there  is  authentic  record  in  America 
is  John  Wilcox,  one  of  the  original  proprie- 
tors of  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  died  in 
1651. 

(II)  John  Wilcox,  son  of  John  of  Hart- 
ford, moved  to  Middletown,  Conn.  He  was 
four  times  married.  In  September,  1646,  in 
Plartford,  he  married  Sarah  Wadsworth,  who 
died  leaving  one  child.  In  January,  1650,  he 
wedded  Catherine  Stoughton.  His  third  wife, 
Mary,  died  in  1671.  For  his  fourth  wife 
John  Wilcox  married  Esther  Cornwall,  a 
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daughter  of  William  Cornwall,  and  by  this 
marriage  he  became  the  father  of  Ephraim, 
Esther  and  Mary.  He  died  in  May,  1676. 

(III)  Ephraim  Wilcox,  son  of  John  and 

Esther,  was  born  in  Middletown,  July  9,  1672; 
He  located  in  East  Middletown,  where  he 
•owned  one  of  the  “long  lots,”  and  his  sons 
and  grandsons  in  later  years  lived  on  land 
•originally  owned  by  him.  In  1 71 1 he  was 
one  of  the  signers  of  the  petition,  addressed 
to  the  mother  town  across  the  river,  for  a 
school  in  East  Middletown.  On  August  23, 
1698,  he  married  Silence  Hand,  of  Guilford, 
and  their  children  were:  Esther,  James, 

Thankful,  Mary,  Jane,  Ephraim  and  John. 
Ephraim  Wilcox,  the  father  of  these  children, 
died  January  4,  1713,  and  in  July,  1715,  his 
widow  married  John  Warner,  Sr.,  by  whom 
she  had  two  children,  Hannah  and  John. 

(IV)  Janna  Wilcox,  son  of  Ephraim  and 

Silence,  was  born  in  East  Middletown  Sep- 
tember 13,  1701.  He  remained  in  his  na- 
tive place  and  passed  his  life  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  1734  he  was  admitted  to  full 
corntmunion  in  the  church,  and  was  always 
prominent  in  religious  affairs.  His  wife  was 
Rachel  Boardrr.an,  formerly  of  Wethersfield, 
and  their  children  were:  Silence,  Janna,  Jr., 

Mehitable,  Rachel,  Waitstill,  Ephraim,  Mlary, 
John,  and  Moses  and  Aaron  (twins). 

(V)  Aaron  Wilcox,  son  of  Janna  and  Ra- 
chel, was  born  in  East  Middletown  June  13, 
1745.  In  1797  he  bought,  from  Jesse  John- 
son, the  farmi  on  which  he  died,  and  where 
Luther  Wilcox  now  lives.  Aaron  Wilcox 
married  Sarah  Bell,  who  was  born  February 
19,  1745.  They  had  children  as  follows  : Asa- 
el,  born  May  9,  1771,  married  Octoljer  2, 
1791,  Lucy  Crittenden;  David,  born  October 
30,  1772,  went  to  Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y.,  where 
his  descendants  yet  live;  Aaron.  Jr.,  born  Janu- 
ary 4,  1774,  died  May  1,  1808;  Sarah,  born 
Mfirch  11,  1777,  died  in  infancy;  Sarah  (2), 
bom  February  7,  1778,  died  in  1818;  Luther 
is  mentioned  below.  Aaron  Wilcox  died  March 
8,  1820,  and  lib  wife  Sarah  passed  away  May 
18,  181O. 

(VI)  Luther  Wilcox,  son  of  Aaron  and 
Sarah,  was  born  in  what  is  now  Portland, 
January  26,  1780.  He  was  reared  a farmer's 
lx>y  and  was  seventeen  years  old  when  his  fa- 
ther 1 Knight  the  farm  where  his  grandson,  Lu 
ther,  is  now  living.  ’There  he  carried  on  a 
grist  and  saw  mill,  and  also  engaged  in  tan- 


ning. He  died  there  March  12,  1864,  and  was 
buried  in  Center  cemetery.  On  November  16, 
1816,  he  married  Lucy  Burt,  who  was  born 
March  25,  1788,  a daughter  of  Elijah  and  De- 
borah (Colton)  Burt,  members  of  an  aristo- 
cratic family  living  at  that  time  in  East  Long 
Meadow,  Mass.  Mrs.  Lucy  (Burt)  Wilcox 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Sabbath-school 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  and  was 
a woman  of  far  more  than  ordinary  intelli- 
gence. She  died  February  2,  1855,  the  mother 
of  the  following  children : Sarah,  born  July 

29,  1817,  married  Enoch  Sage  February-  23, 
1837,  and  died  in  March,  1899;  one  died  in 
infancy  unnamed ; Eunice  Cooley,  born  Octo- 
ber 13,  1819,  married  Cob  William  H.  Bart- 
lett, a prominent  man  in  Portland,  and  died 
August  28,  1867;  Horace  Burt  was  the  father 
of  Luther;  Lucy  Colton,  born  February  4, 
1824,  was  married  January  21,  1850.  to  Dr. 
Henry  F.  Fish,  a prominent  citizen,  leading 
business  man  and  once  mayor  of  \\  aterbury, 
and  died  December  2,  1890;  Caroline,  born 
March  1.  1828,  was  a musician  and  a teacher 
of  Waterburv,  Conn.,  for  many  years,  and  died 
unmarried  in  Portland. 

(VII)  FI orace  Burt  Wilcox,  son  of  Lu- 
ther and  Lucy,  was  born  July  14,  1821,  in 
the  town  of  Portland,  where  his  son  Luther  is 
now  living.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and 
attended  the  Rose  Hill  District  school,  and  the 
academy  at  South  Glastonbury.  He  early  de- 
veloped a great  love  for  music,  and  becoming 
proficient  in  the  instruction  of  singing,  taught 
singing  school  for  many  years  in  Portland, 
and  all  the  adjacent  towns.  He  had  thorough 
instruction  in  music  at  Dr.  Lowell  Mason  s 
Normal  Music  Institute  at  North  Reading, 
j Mass.,  and  afterward  served  as  one  of  the  in- 
structors, among  whom  was  Dr.  George  F. 
Root.  His  home  was  headquarters  for  all 
noted  musicians  who  came  to  Portland,  and 
| at  his  home  were  held  many  sessions  of  the 
, Choral  Union.  He  did  much  to  improve 
church  music,  and  under  his  direction  the  First 
Congregational  Church  choir  became  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  State.  His  efforts  were  not 
confined  to  that  church,  but  his  influence  was 
felt  in  every  religious  organization  in  Portland 
and  the  adjoining  towns.  1 le  took  such  a deep 
and  abiding  interest  in  music  that  he  was 
moved  to  give  lib  youngest  sister  Caroline,  a 
musical  education.  In  farming  he  was  suc- 
cessful, and  greatly  improved  and  increased 
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the  old  family  homestead,  which  had  come  to 
him  as  an  inheritance,  and  in  business  his  in- 
tegrity was  unquestioned.  In  his  energetic 
and  strenuous  life,  he  had  the  welfare  of  his 
famjily  always  before  him.  His  genial  disposi- 
tion and  fine  social  gifts  won  him  many  friends, 
whom  his  high  moral  purpose  and  lofty1  spirit 
retained  to  the  last.  He  was  a man  of  public 
spirit,  and  worked  heartily  for  every  measure 
calculated  to  promote  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity. In  politics  he  was  a sturdy  Abolition- 
ist, and  became  a stanch  Republican. 

On  May  2,  1843,  Mr.  Wilcox  married 
Miss  Flavia  C.  McIntosh,  who  was  born  June 
8,  1823,  at  East  Long  Meadow,  Mass.,  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  and  Philena  (Blodgett)  McIn- 
tosh. She  is  making  her  home  at  the  old  home- 
stead, having  survived  her  husband  many 
years.  * He  died  April  5,  1888,  and  is  buried 
in  Center  cem'etery.  Years  ago  he  made  a 
business  trip  to  South  America  and  brought 
home  many  curios  and  interesting  relics,  which 
are  yet  preserved  in  the  home  of  his  son,  Lu- 
ther. To  Llorace  Burt  Wilcox  and  his  wife 
were  'born  these  children:  (1)  Frederick, 

born  June  26,  1844,  died  April  7,  1897,  in 
W aterbury,  Conn.  When  he  was  a young  man 
he  spent  several  years  in  South  America,  and 
in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  was  also1  in  that 
country  for  some  time.  When  he  was  four- 
teen he  entered  the  drug  store  of  Dr.  Henry 
F.  Fish  (Apothecaries  Hall  Company),  at 
Waterbury,  and  in  his  later  years  was  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  drug  business.  He  was  a 
thorough  pharmacist,  and  had  worked  his  way 
up  from  the  bottom.  He  died  leaving  his  wife, 
two  sons  and  one  daughter.  (2)  Emeret  Eliza- 
beth, born  August  13,  1845,  married,  Septemi- 
ber  10,  1884,  Deacon  Franklin  Payne,  de- 
ceased, and  she  is  now  living  in  Portland. 
She  was  educated  in  Mlt.  Holyoke  College,  and 
had  ai  fine  musical  training  and  for  a time  was 
a successful  teacher.  She  is  a highly  esteemed 
and  popular  lady,  and  is.  an  unquestioned  au- 
thority on  all  matters  relating  to  the  genealog- 
ical history  of  her  part  of  the  county.  (3) 
William  Bartlett  born  July  23,  1849,  gradu- 
ated from  Williston  Seminary,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 16,  1868,  while  he  was  a student  in  the 
Sheffield  Scientific  School,  where  he  had  al- 
ready completed  the  first  year.  (4)  Luther  is 
mentioned  below.  (5)  Ralph  Mi.,  born  June 
2,  i860,  completed  the  high  school  course 


at  Gildersleeve,  studied  two  years  at  Wesley- 
an University,  and  graduated  from  the  Shef- 
field Scientific  School  in  1888.  He  is  now  a 


rowing  crews  of  that  institution.  On  Decem- 
ber 24,  1889,  he  married  Miss  Clara,  Marie 
Clarke,  a daughter  of  Capt.  Luzern  F.  Clarke,, 
of  Portland,  and  they  have  four  children,  Hor- 
ace L.,  Bessie,  Robert  and  Valeria. 

Luther  Wilcox  was  born  January  29,  1855, 
and  attended  the  district  school  at  Rose  Hill, 
and  the  academy  at  Glastonbury  conducted 
by  L.  T.  Brown.  He  secured  a good  busi- 
ness education  in  Hannum’s  Business  College, 
Hartford,  and,  although  he  has  always  fol- 
lowed farming,  he  has  been  well  prepared  for 
all  emergencies.  He  was  a steady-going  young 
man,  and  was  a great  help  and  comfort  to 
hi s parents  with  whom  his  home  was  always 
made. 





civil  engineer. in  Middletown.  At  Yale  he  was 


prominent  in  athletic  matters,  and  was  a lead- 


ing member  of  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
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On  November  8,  1877,  M'r.  Wilcox  married 
Miss  Abbey  G.  Talcott,  who  was  born  in  Glas- 
tonbury, August  18,  1858,  a daughter  of  Capt. 
Charles  H.  and  Cornelia  (Bissell)  Talcott, 
representatives  of  ancient  and  honorable  fami- 
lies, the  Bissells  being  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Windsor,  and  the  Talcotts  of  Glas- 
tonbury. After  their  marriage  the  young-  cou- 
ple located  on  the  paternal  estate,  and  made 
their  home  with  the  venerable  parents  of  Mr. 


Wilcox.  To'  this  union  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  are 
at  home:  George  Talcott,  born  May  24,  1880; 
Philena  Blodgett,  born  October  2,  1882;  Lucy 
Burt,  born  October  17,  1885;  ar*d  Flavia  Cor- 
nelia, bom  February  19,  1894.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wilcox  also  have  a foster  daughter,  Maggie 
Bolton,  who  has  lived  with  them  since  1895. 
She  is  a native  of  England,  and  a daughter 
of  Zachariah  and  Elizabeth  (Shaw)  Bolton. 
Mr.  Wilcox  is  a Republican.  In  October,  1898', 
he  was  elected  first  selectman  against  his  in- 
clinations, and  was  supported  by  both  parties. 
He  belongs  to  the  lodges  of  the  A.  01  U.  W. 
and  the  O.  U.  A.  M.,  at  Portland.  Mrs.  Wil- 
cox is  a noble,  kind-hearted  woman,  and  is 
highly  esteemed.  She  is  active  in  the  work  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  to  which  her  hus- 
band also1  belongs1,  and  they  respond  readily  and 
heartily  to  all  movements  for  aid  or  help  in 
the  church  or  in  the  town. 
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JUDGE  DANIEL  J.  DONAHOE,  lawyer 
ind  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  City  Court  of 
Vliddletown,  which  city  has  witnessed  his 
;arly  struggles  and  later  triumphs,  is  a rep- 
resentative self-made  man,  with  the  prospect 
oefore  him  of  a brilliant  and  even  more  use- 
:ul  career. 

On  his  mother’s  side  the  Judge  claims  rela- 
:ionship:  to  Daniel  O’Connell,  the  noted  Irish 
agitator.  Daniel  C.  Donahoe,  father  of  Dan- 
el  J.,  was  bom  January  6,  1813,  near  the  his- 
oric  Lakes  of  Killarney,  County  Kerry,  Ire- 
and,  a son  of  Cornelius  Donahoe,  a farmer  of 
hat  locality.  Lie  was  reared  in  the  glen  of 
he  Flesk  river,  which  empties  into  the  Lakes 
nf  Killarney,  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith, 
md  carried  on  a smithy  in  the  town  of  Ivi Har- 
ley. Lie  was  twice  married,  first  to  Catherine 
Kelleher,  who'  bore  him  two  children:  John, 

formerly  an  expressman  in  Middletown,  Conn., 
who  died  in  May,  1901  ; and  Mary  A.,  who 
married  and  died  in  Middletown  in  1869.  In 
the  early  ’forties  the  father  came  to  this  country 
with  his  family,  first  locating  at  Chicopee, 
Mass.,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade.  There 
his  wife  died.  In  1851,  at  Boston,  Mass.,  he 
married  Mrs.  Mary  (Carey)  Lucey,  widow  of 
James  Lucey,  who  died  in  Ireland,  leaving  two 
Children:  Michael,  now  a machinist  in  Middle- 
town  Conn.,  and  the  father  of  a large  family; 
md  James,  also  a mechanic,  who  died  in  1885, 
leaving  a family.  Mtrs.  Lucey  Was  born  and 
reared  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Lakes  of 
Killarney,  and  after  the  death  of  her  first 
husband  came  to'  the  United  States.  By  her 
marriage  with  Daniel  C.  Donahoe  she  had  chil- 
dren as  follows : Margaret,  who  died  at  the 

ige  of  nine  months;  Daniel  J.,  our  subject; 
Patrick  H.,  born  June  24,  1855,  'n  Middle- 
town,  now  carrying  on  a plumbing  establish- 
m|ent  in  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. ; Thomas  J.,  born 
July  5,  1858,  in  Middletown,  now  a foreman 
in  the  Keating  factory;  Elizabeth,  torn  in  i860 
in  Middletown,  who  died  in  1868;  and  Miss 
Maria  A.  and  Miss  Jane  L.,  both  living  in 
Middletown.  After  his  arrival  in  this  country 
Daniel  C.  Donahoe  followed  his  trade  at  dif- 
ferent places,  for  a time  >in  Middlefield,  this 
county,  thence  in  1854  removing  to  Middle- 
town,  where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days, 
dying  in  July,  1892.  Mis  wife  passed  away 
in  1882,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  For 
a time  Mr.  Donahoe  was  employed  on  the  Air 
Line  road,  when  it  was  first  projected.  lie 


was  a hard-working  man,  and  reared  a good 
family;  his  wife  was  a woman  of  superior  in- 
telligence, and  proved  a valuable  helpmate  to 
him.  Their  son,  our  subject,  says  that  from 
his  mother  he  inherits  his  taste  for  literature. 

Judge  Daniel  J.  Donahoe  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1853,  M Brimfield,  Mass.,  and  it 
was  just  three  months  afterward  that  his  par- 
ents settled  in  Connecticut.  Possessed  from 
birth  with  an  indomitable  will  and  ambition 
that  knew  no>  halting  place,  young  Donahoe 
soon  overcame  the  obstacle  which  he  found 
a lack  of"  early  educational  privileges  to  be, 
and  by  study,  perseverance  and  hard  work 
successfully  passed  an  examination,  and,  in 
1871,  was  admitted  as  a student  to  Wesleyan 
University.  At  the  close  of  his  Freshman 
year  at  the  university  he  took  up  the  study  of 
law  under  D.  A.  Ouillan,  of  Portland,  Conn. 
Fie  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Courts 
of  the  Sta.te  June  4,  1875,  and  at  once  opened 
an  office  in  Meriden,  where  he  remained  un- 
til June,  1878.  Returning  to  Middletown, 
he  began  the  upbuilding  of  an  extensive  and 
remunerative  law  practice,  and  the  acquire- 
ment of  a reputation  as  a pleader  of  unusual 
effectiveness  and  ability.  Elis  work  has  always 
been  careful  and  conscientious,  and  the  in- 
terests of  all  his  clients  have  been  cared  for 
with  the  same  earnest  zeal  that  has  character- 
ized his  course  in  every  relation  of  life.  Mr. 
Donahoe  has  been  associate  judge  of  the  city 
court  since  1883,  and  for  many  years  was  the 
town  attorney  of  Middletown,  which  office 
he  held  up  to  1894.  Since  September,  1890, 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion, was  for  some  years  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  schools  and  teachers,  and  in 
October,  1899,  was  elected  president  of  the 
board. 

1 The  promise  given  by  the  young  poet  at 
college  has  been  amply  fulfilled,  and  Mr.  Dona- 
hoe has  achieved  distinction  as  a contributor 
to  magazines,  and  as  the  publisher  of  several 
| volumes  of  verse.  1 1 is  first  book  of  verse, 

“Idyls  of  Israel  and  Other  Poems,”  appeared 
in  1888,  and  was  warmly  received  by  both 
press  and  public.  This  was  followed  in  1889 
j by  “A  Tent  by  the  Lake  and  Other  Poems,” 

I and  in  Dcccmtor,  1894,  lie  published  a third 
volume  of  poetry,  “In  Sheltered  Ways.  ’ which 
has  met  with  a flattering  reception,  and  has 
been  widely  quoted.  Much  ot"  his  work  has 
been  copied  by  British  magazines  and  literary 
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journals,  and  several  of  his  songs  have  been 
set  to  music.  ^Hlis  productions  have  been 
characterized  by  purity  of  tone,  sublimity  of 
treatment,  lofty  sentiment,  and  are  often  re- 
ligious in  feeling  and  artistic  in  treatment.  He 
contributes  every  month  to  some  of  the  well 
known  magazines  and  other  publications. 
Judge  Donahoe  prepared  the  ode  for  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  celebration  in  New 
Haven,  in  October,  1892,  sung  on  the  New 
Haven  Green  by  no  less  than  twenty  thou- 
sand people  accompanied  by  several  brass 
bands.  He  also  read  a poem  at  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  new  high  school  in  Middletown, 
which  poem,  entitled  “Truth,  Love  and 
Beauty,”  has  been  widely  quoted,  parts  of  it 
having  been  run  into-  plate  and  published  by 
papers  throughout  the  country.  We  here  pre- 
sent it  to  the  reader : 

Truth,  Love  and  Beauty. 

God's  word  is  wisdom  as  His  law  is  love; 

Faith  stands  beside  the  unclosed  gate  of  Heaven 

In  majesty  serene,  and  looks  upon 

The  seekers  after  light,  with  smile  benign, 

And  hand  upraised  in  peaceful  benediction. 

Faith  fears  no  light,  for  she  is  born  of  light, 

And  fostered  by  the  truth  and  glory  of  God; 

She  seemeth  ne’er  so  fair  as  when  she  comes 
In  the  white  robes  of  knowledge  garmented. 

Then  is  her  voice  tuned  to  sweet  words  of  love, 

Mercy  is  in  her  touch  and  wisdom  shines 
From  the  clear  depths  of  her  eternal  eyes. 

She  stoops  from  her  high  home  among  the  blest, 
Uplifting  manhood  out  of  shadowy  death, 

And  points  the  way  to  everlasting  life. 

The  education  of  the  soul  is  shaped 
By  science,  labor,  song — that  trinity 
Of  energy  which  brings,  to  heavenly  birth, 

Out  of  the  rough  womb  of  chaotic  eld, 

The  seeker  and  the  toiler  and  the  singer ; 

That  nerves  men  unto  deeds  of  worth  and  weight, 
Deeds  glorious  of  truth  and  love  and  beauty, 

Awaking  earth  to  wonderment  and  joy. 

The  seeker’s  torch,  new  lighted  at  the  sun, 

And  flaming  through  the  gloom  with  warmth  divine, 
The  toiler’s  strife  for  blest  environment, 

His  war  for  love  against  embruting  hate, 

And  full-mouthed  utterance  of  prophetic  bard, 
Sounding  along  the  ages  of  all  time, 

These  are  the  ripe  fruit  of  this  three-fold  power. 

The  fearless  search  is  glorified  of  God; 

Truth  greets  her  lover  with  responsive  love; 

She  guides  him  with  sure  light  to  the  high  places, 

And  cheers  him  with  the  vision  of  her  face. 

And  he  that  brooks  no  fear,  but  aims  sublime 
To  truth’s  sublimest  glory,  shineth  out. 

Upon  the  lower  world  with  warming  light, 

As  Moses  from  the  mountain  shone  of  old, 

Reflecting  splendors  from  the  face  of  God. 

As  some  high  peak  that  sends  his  snowy  crest 
Piercing  amid  the  stars  first  feels  the  glow 
And  sunshine  of  the  morning  yet  unborn, 


And  fills  the  valleys  with  prophetic  light; 

So  to  the  striving  multitude  appears 

The  seeker’s  lofty  face,  that,  bright  with  hope, 

And  lighted  up  with  radiance  new  from  God, 

Fills  all  the  nearer  world  with  dawning  joy. 

The  toiler  builds  for  ages ; though  his  task 
Appear  but  humble,  and  his  hand  unskilled, 

His  effort  makes  for  progress,  and  to  him 
Shall  come  no  lesser  guerdon.  Wide  the  space 
’Twixt  the  rude  savage,  who  with  ashen  bow 
And  flint-tipped  arrows  sought  the  hostile  field, 

In  his  mad  struggle  for  the  needs  of  life, 

And  the  trained  warrior  of  to-dav,  whose  hand 
Is  nerved  to  fearless  daring,  as  he  hurls 
Ten  thousand  deaths  from  every  bellowing  gun; 

’Twixt  the  nude  dweller  of  the  tent  or  cave 
That,  pinched  bv  hunger,  watched  each  passing  fowl, 
And  swiftly  from  the  twanging  deer-skin  sent 
A single  arrow  singing  through  the  skies, 

And  the  young  wizard  of  this  modern  world, 

Who  trains  the  lightning  unto  arts  of  peace, 

Placing  within  man’s  grasp  such  wondrous  force 
As  gods  ne’er  dreamed  of  in  the  dawn  of  time. 

Man  grows  in  power  bv  well-directed  toil, 

And  each  deed  makes  for  progress.  But  the  rude 
Remains  unconquered,  and  the  toiler’s  strife 
Unfinished,  till  his  just  reward  shall  make 
A sweet  environment  of  joyous  ease. 

And  from  man’s  general  brotherhood  is  driven 
Each  trace  of  sorrow,  suffering  and  sin. 

Among  the  greening  dells  the  singer  walks, 

Or  through  dark  groves,  where  shadowy  silence  sleeps, 
Or  by  the  rushing  river  where  the  waves 
Sing  to  the  sedges ; and  he  builds  his  rhyme, 

In  tuneful  numbers  murmuring  as  he  goes. 

Faith  fires  his  soul  with  prophecy,  and  binds 
His  will  to  glory,  human  and  divine. 

He  dreams  of  splendors  that  the  searcher  sees, 

And  sings  of  triumphs  that  the  toiler  wins. 

The  lofty  thoughts  that  echo  through  his  soul, 

His  sweet  and  high  ideals,  keep  his  feet 
In  regions  of  eternal  happiness. 

He  looks  on  blessed  visions;  he  beholds 
Man’s  noble  destiny,  and  lifts  his  voice 
In  strains  of  power  that  echo  through  the  world, 

In  words  of  beauty  that  endure  forever, 

In  songs  of  love  that  fill  the  soul  with  joy, 

And,  like  sweet  fountains,  babbling  as  they  go, 

Reflect  the  face  of  heaven.  He  proclaims 
His  waking  dreams,  and  straight  the  toiler  builds 
For  man’s  diviner  glory.  He  applauds 
With  soul-inspiring  voice  the  seeker’s  power, 

And  sings  each  new  truth  into  every  heart. 

He  makes  God’s  justice  known  unto  the  world; 

And  erring  passion,  surging  like  the  sea 
In  angry  waves  against  the  sky,  he  calms 
With  gentle  word  of  power;  and  like  a star 
Truth  shines  serenely  out  of  the  still  deeps. 

So  this  enduring  principle  of- power, 

The  trinity  of  Truth  and  Love  and  Beauty, 

Hath  ever  been  the  mover  of  the  soul, 

And  shall  be  while  the  tides  of  time  shall  flow. 

Faith  holds  within  herself  this  wondrous  power; 

The  highest  truth  shines  brightest  in  her  light, 

Love  is  her  soul,  and  beauty  is  her  glory; 

And  these — Truth,  Love  and  Beauty — are  God’s  word, 
His  wisdom  and  His  law. 

This  Faith  fears  naught, 

But,  standing  at  the  unclosed  gate  of  Heaven, 

She  blesseth  every  seeker  after  light, 

And  points  the  way  to  everlasting  life. 
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At  the  two  hundred  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  the  settlement  of  Middletown  Judge  Donahoe 
was  appointed  poet  of  the  occasion,  and  read 
the  poem  “Building  Unto  God’’  to  an  appre- 
ciative and  enthusiastic  audience. 

; A stanch  Democrat,  as  was  his  father  be- 
fore him,  Judge  Donahoe  always  takes  great 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  party,  while  his 
ability  as  a speaker  has  brought  him  into  fre- 
quent request  to  act  as  delegate  at  political  con- 
ventions. He  made  the  nominating  speech  for 
Mr.  Wilcox  for  Congress,  also  the  nominating 
speech  for  Dr.  Alsop,  for  lieutenant-governor. 
During  the  early  history  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  he  united  with  that  society,  and  was 
an  active  member  of  same  when  it  was  strug- 
gling for  existence,  his  contributions  to  lead- 
ing church  papers  serving  much  to  help  the 
order;  he  is  a member  of  Forest  City  Council, 
K.  of  C.  With  all  his  prominence  as  ai  lawyer 
and  poet,  our  subject  is  yeit  a most  unassum- 
ing man,  one  who,  coming  from  a poor  Irish 
family,  has  worked  his  way  up  by  his  own 
ability  and  perseverance. 

Judge  Donahoe  has  been  twice  married, 
first  time,  June  21,  1877,  to'  Miss  Margaret 
Burnes,  a resident  of  Meriden,  Conn.,  and 
daughter  of  William  Burnes,  By  this  union 
there  were  five  children,  only  two  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Julia  T.,  born  June  16,  1884; 
and  Margaret  E.,  born  February  21,  1887  (she 
graduated  fromj  the  Middletown  high  school, 
class  of  1900,  the  youngest  graduate  in  the 
history  of  that  school).  The  three  children 
that  died,  all  carried  off  with  scarlet  fever  in 
1885,  were,  respectively,  Mary  E.,  who  was 
seven  years  old;  William  Burnes,  aged  five; 
and  Grace  A.,  aged  two  and  one-half  years. 
On  March  14,  1888,  the  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  in  Middletown. 

Judge  Donahoe  was  married  again,  Octo- 
ber 7,  1891,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  D’Arsey,  a na- 
tive of  Hazardville,  Conn.,  and  daughter  of 
Martin  and  Mary  (Dunnigan)  D’Arsey,  the 
former  of  whom,  a well  known  prominent  citi- 
zen of  Hazardville,  died  in  January,  1901.  lie 
represented  Enfield  in  the  Connecticut  Legis- 
lature; he  was  a Democrat  until  1872,  and 
afterward  a stanch  Republican.  Mrs.  Sarah 
A.  Donahoe  graduated  from  the  Middle- 
town  high  school,  class  of  1875,  and  in 
the  following  year  commenced  teaching  in 
the  public  schools  of  that  city.  From 
1883  to  1891,  when  she  resigned,  she  was 


principal  of  the  South  school,  Middletown,, 
and  proved  most  successful  in  the  pro- 
fession. By  his  second  marriage  Judge  Dona- 
hoe has  had  two  children : Grace,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  six  months ; and  Eleanor  Clare, 
born  March  14,  1896,  an  interesting  little  child. 
In  1896  the  Judge  completed  a handsome 
home  on  Washington  street,  Middletown,  the 
present  residence  of  the  family. 

SAMUEL  SMITH  WEBB,  one  of  the 
prominent  and  well  known  citizens  of  Chester, 
Middlesex  county,  located  along  the  Middle- 
sex turnpike,  was  born  January  10,  1846,  son 
of  Philip  S.  and  Emily  E.  (Ventres)  Webb. 

Samuel  Webb,  his  grandfather,  w,as  born 
February  26,  1773,  on  Wig  Hill,  in  the  house 
now  occupied  by  John  Hood.  Having  lost 
his  father  when  quite  young,  Samuel  Webb 
was  reared  by  his  uncle  Stephen,  who,  being 
childless,  left  his  property  to  Samuel.  The 
latter,  being  a man  of  sound  judgment  and 
wide  influence,  made  good  use  of  his  wealth, 
and  when  he  died,  January  9,  1859,  his  de- 
mise was  deeply  deplored  ; he  is  buried  at  Ches- 
ter. Samuel  Webb  married  Temperance 
Smith,  who  died  January  18,  1859,  and  to 
these  good  people  were  born  six  children  : Anna 
married  Constant  Webb  (no  relation),  a farm- 
er living  on  Wig  Hill,  in  Chester;  she  died  on 
June  9,  1855.  Samuel  married  twice,  his  first 
wife  being  a Miss  Post;  he  was  a farmer  in 
Chester,  where  he  died  July  31,  1858.  Philip 
S.,  bom  May  13,  1803.  died  in  infancy.  Betsy 
R.,  bom  MJarch  13,  1805,  died  Septeml>er  20, 
1858;  she  married  John  Ventres.  Philip  S.. 
born  January  17,  1807,  was  the  father  of  our 
subject.  Heman.  born  July  24,  181 1,  married 
Lucy  Beckwith,  and  died  in  Chester,  in  Fel>- 
ruary,  1889;  he  was  a farmer. 

Philip  S.  Webb  was  born  on  Wig  Hill, 
in  Chester,  where  he  was  reared  a farmer’s  bov, 
remaining  at  home  until  about  twenty-one.  At 
that  time  he  went  to  New  York,  and  was  em- 
ployed as  clerk  in  a grocery  store,  remaining 
for  about  a year,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Chaster  and  taught  school  in  that  vicinity  for 
several  terms.  Ilis  next  venture  was  the  pur- 
chase of  his  son’s  present  farm,  from  John 
Warner,  to  which  he  added  from  time  to  time. 

! lr|K*n  this  farm!  Philip  S.  Webb  resided  until 
the  dav  of  his  death,  April  22,  1882;  he  is 
j buried  at  Deep  River.  In  politics  Mr.  Webb 
was  a Republican,  and  he  was  honored  bv  elec- 
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tion  ,to  various  local  offices,  and  also  to  the 
State  Legislature,  from  Chester.  He  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
prominent  in  church  affairs ; was  also  a member 
of  the  old  militia,  and  trained  with  them.  His 
wife  was  born  July  31,  1810,  at  Haddam, 
daughter  of  John  and  Anne  (Shatter)  Ventres, 
and  is  still  living,  residing  with  our  subject; 
she  is  a lady  of  remarkable  ability,  considering 
her  advanced  years.  To  Mb.  and  Mrs.  Philip 
S.  Webb  came  three  children,  of  whom  Samuel 
J.,  born  January  29,  1834,  died  April  18,  1835  ; 
Catherine  E.,  born  July  31,  1836,  married  Oc- 
tober 14,  1865,  Albert  Day,  and  died  in  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  March  12,  1866. 

Samuel  Smith  Webb  was  born  in  the  house 
he  now  occupies.  He  attended  'the  district 
school,  a select  school  kept  by  the  Misses 
Clark,  at  Deep  River,  and  for  one  winter  a 
select  school  kept  by  Ansel  Platt.  After  leav- 
ing school  lie  returned  to  work  on  the  home 
farm,  and  assisted  his  father,  later  assuming 
entire  charge  of  the  place.  Since  coming  into- 
possession  of  it  M(r.  Webb  has  made  many 
improvements  and  added  to-  the  acreage.  In 
the  summer  of  1867  he  paid  a visit  to-  an  aunt 
who  resided  on  a farmi  at  Somonauk,  DeKalb 
Co.,  111.  Two-  years  later  he  spent  a very  en- 
joyable and  profitable  summer  traveling 
through  -Connecticut  and  M/assach-usetts,  sell- 
ing goods  by  sample. 

On  November  13,  1872,  Samuel  Smith 
Web-b  was  married  to  Sarah  A.  Silliman,  who 
was  born  April  11,  1852,  daughter  of  Daniel 

D.  and  Sarah  (Warner)  Silliman;  she  died 

October  6,  1873.  Mr.  Webb’s  second  mar- 
riage, on  January  25,  1880,  was  to  Mbs.  Hattie 
(Fox)  Smith,  a native  of  East  Lym-e,  born 
September  7,  1852.  To  this  union  have  come 
three  children:  Essie  L.,  born  October  18, 

1881 ; Leona  M.,  August  17,  1883;  and  Hattie 

E. ,  September  11,  1887. 

In  politics  Mr  Webb  is  a Republican.  He 
served  on  the  board  of  selectmen  several  years, 
has  been  constable,  tax  collector,  member  of 
the  school  board,  and  grand  juror,  and  in  Au- 
gust, 1899,  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff  un- 
der Sheriff  Thomas  S.  Brown,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  is  now  serving.  Fraternally  Mjr. 
Webb  is  a member  of  Unity  Grange,  No.  117, 
of  Chester  and  Deep  River,  has  served  as  mas- 
ter and  treasurer  of  same,  and  is  now  secretary. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs7  Webb  are  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  the  work  of 


which  they  take  an  active  part.  Mr.  Webb-  is  a lj 
worthy  representative  o-f  the  upright,  indus-  j 
trious,  frugal  New  England  family  from  | 
which  he  is  descended.  He  has  made  him-  * 
self  very  popular  among  the  people  of  Mid- 
dlesex county. 

EDWIN  STROtUD,  a soldier  citizen  of  j 
Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  and  proprietor  ;! 
of  the  only  steam  laundry  in  that  city,  was  j 
born  there  June  25,  18-41.  |t 

Williami  Stroud,  father  of  Edwin,  was  born  f 
November  22,  1802,  in  Stafford,  Conn.,  where  I 
his  father  owned  a fulling-mill,  in  which  Will-  J 
iam  worked  until  coming  to  Middletown,  when  I 
a young  man,  before  his  marriage.  Here  he  j 
started  a foundry  business,  in  a modest  way,  } 
later  buying  out  R.  & D.  Johnson,  and  he 
successfully  continued  in  that  line  for  fo-rty  f 
years,  becoming  one  of  the  best  known  men  j 
in  the  place.  He  died  in  Middletown  in  1874,  ■ 
and  was  buried  in  Indian  Hill  cemetery.  On  j 
July  24,  1827,  at  Stafford,  Conn.,  William  * 
Stroud  was  married  to-  Miss-  Priscilla  Elvira  I 
Bardwell,  who-  wias  born  December  9,  1808, 
and  of  their  fifteen  children,  all  born  in  Mid-  1 
dleto-wn,  the  following  named  are  yet  living: 
Harriet  (Mrs.  Davis),  a widow,  residing  in 
Middletown ; Julia,  wife  of  E.  G.  Parker,  su- 
perintendent o-f  a mill  in  Hartford;  William  ; 
E.,  a resident  of  New  York;  Edwin,  our  sub-  i 
ject;  and  H.  K.,  living  in  Minneapolis,  Mlinn.  i 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  July  31,  1849,  | 
and  Mr.  Stroud  subsequently  married  Lucy  ; 
Roberts,  of  Middletown,  by  whom  he  had  no 
children.  Mr.  Stroud  died  October  8,  1874.  1 
In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig,  later  a- Repub- 
lican, and  at  one  time  he  served  as  alderman 
and  first  selectman.  Socially  he  was  affiliated  » 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Sons  of  Temperance,  j 
while  in  religious  faith  he  was  a member  of  j 
the  Universalist  Church,  being  a deacon  in  the  . 
same. 

Edwin  Stroud,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
article,  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  na- 
tive city,  attending  the  common  schools,  after 
which  he  entered  his  father’s  foundry,  and  was 
there  employed  part  of  the  time  as  machinist 
and  part  of  the  time  as  bookkeeper  until  the 
breaking-  out  of  the  Civil  war  when  he  en- 
listed,  May  7,  1861,  in  Company  A,  Second  - 
Regiment  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry,  for 
three  months.  Discharged  August  7,  1861,  : 
he  re-enlisted,  this  timJe  in  Company  B,  Four- 
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teenth  Regiment  Connecticut  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, for  three  years.  On  February  9,  1863, 
he  was  promoted  to  corporal;  on  November 
20th,  following,  to  sergeant,  and  subsequently 
held  that  rank  in  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 
With  his  regiment  he  participated  in  some  of 
the  most  severe  battles  of  the  war,  including 
Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  and 
the  Wilderness,  and  in  the  engagement  at  Poe 
River,  May  10,  1864,  he  received  a gunshot 
wound  in  the  left  foot,  thereby  losing  all  the 
toes  and  being  crippled  for  life.  On  February 
5,  1865,  Sergt.  Stroud  was  transferred  to-  the 
Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  and  he  continued  in 
the  performance  of  his  various  duties  until 
his  discharge  from  the  service,  July  3,  1865, 
at  Indianapolis,  Ind.  He  then  returned  to 
Middletown,  and  with  the  exception  of  some 
six  years  spent  in  Texas  has  since  remained 
there.  For  some  years  he  served  as  bookkeep- 
er for  N.  C.  Stiles,  and  after  his  father's 
death  he  was  executor  of  the  estate.  He  then 
went  to  Texas,  and  at  Forney,  Kaufman  coun- 
ty, engaged  in  cotton  raising  for  six  years,  at 
the  end  of  that  period  returning  to'  Miiddle- 
town,,  where  for  a time  he  was  employed  in 
the  Douglas  pump  shops. 

In  March,  1885,  Mr.  Stroud  purchased  of 
E.  R.  Davis  the  laundry  on  Court  street,  its 
present  site,  at  that  time  a comparatively  in- 
significant concern.  Its  arrangements  have, 
however,  been  entirely  changed,  new  and  im- 
proved machinery  added,  and,  in  fact,  every- 
thing in  the  way  of  modern  appliances  intro- 
duced. Mr.  Stroud  has  practically  made  a new 
laundry  of  the  establishment,  and  there  is  no 
plant  of  the  kind  in  the  State  more  fully 
equipped  with  suitable  machinery,  or  possess- 
ing better  facilities  for  doing  thorough  work. 
The  volume  of  business  has  increased  four- 
fold since  Mr.  Stroud  took  possession,  due 
mainly  to  the  unexcelled  work  turned  out,  and 
the  patronage  is  steadily  growing.  In  1894 
Mr.  Stroud  associated  with  him  his  son,  Will- 
iam E.,  an  excellent  and  bright  young  man, 
whose  public-school  education  had  been  supple- 
mented by  a course  at  Iiuntsinger’s  Business 
College,  Hartford.  In  August,  1894,  young 
Mr.  Stroud  met  with  a serious  accident  in  the 
laundry,  being  caught  in  the  machinery,  where- 
by lie  suffered  the  loss  of  his  left  hand  and 
wrist.  In  1893  he  held  the  office  of  assist- 
ant town  clerk,  virtually  performing  the  duties 
of  town  clerk  during  that  year,  and  lie  also, 


at  one  time,  was  in  the  probate  office  for  six 
months. 

On  September  7,  1865,  Edwin  Stroud  was 
married  to  Miss  Augusta  Eliza  Atwell,  who 
was  born  in  Durham,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn., 
May  30,  1840,  daughter  of  George  Atwell,  a 
farmer.  Three  children  have  been  born  to 
this  union  : ( 1 ) Fanny  A.,  who  married  Will- 

iam Hahn,  and  has  'two  children,  Edwin  J. 
and  Philip  Leroy;  (2)  Gertrude  E.,  wife  of 
H.  B.  Harrison,  of  Wallingford,  Conn.,  who 
has  one  child,  Alice  A.;  and  (3)  William  E. 
in  partnership  with  his  father. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stroud  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Socially  he  is  affiliated 
with  Mansfield  Post,  No.  53,  G.  A.  R. ; the 
Knights  of  Pythias;  the  Improved  Order  of 
Redmen;  and  the  United  Order  of  American 
Mechanics.  In  his  political  preferences  he  has 
always  been  a stanch  and  uncompromising  Re- 
publican. 

REV.  LARS  PETER  AHLQUIST,  pas- 
tor the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  in  Portland, 
is  one  of  the  most  prominent  divines  of  that 
church  in  the  United  States,  as  he  is  also  one 
of  the  ablest  and  most  scholarly  men  of  its  min- 
istry. He  has  been  pastor  of  the  Portland 
church  since  1883,  and  is  the  oldest  minister  in 
the  town  from  the  point  of  active  and  continu- 
ous service. 

Mr.  Ahlquist  was  born  in  Sweden  Septem- 
ber 19,  1849.  at  Warberg.  a son  of  Anders  and 
Johanna  Ahlquist.  II  is  father  was  an  official 
in  the  government  service,  and  an  extremely 
prosperous  citizen,  who  lived  and  died  in  War- 
berg, passing  away  at  the  age  of  sevent\-fiv-\ 
The  mother  is  living  at  an  advanced  age. 
Their  children  were  as  follows:  Lars  Peter, 
whose  name  introduces  this  article;  Anna,  who 
is  Mrs.  B.  S.  Wallen,  of  Quincy,  Mass.:  b»lm 
A.,  a merchant  at  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  where 
he  has  been  in  business  for  some  years;  Au- 
gusta, who  resides  in  Sweden;  Carl  \..  of 
Portland,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume; and  Gustaf  A.,  who  lives  in  New  Britain. 

Lars  Peter  Ahlquist  attended  the  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  passed  from  the  high 
I school  to  the  college  at  Goteborg.  lie  had 
, been  working  with  the  ministry  in  view  as 
his  life  work,  and  all  along  had  applied  himself 
! so  closelv  that  he  was  advanced  enough  to 
officiate  as  a preacher  while  yet  a student  at 
college.  In  this  way  he  earned  the  money  that 
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brought  him  to  the  United  States,  where  he 
felt  that  opportunities  for  completing  his  stud- 
ies were  better,  and  more  within  his  reach.  In 
1872  he  left  Sweden  and  went  to  Liverpool, 
from  there  coming  to  the  United  States. 
He  was;  the  first  of  his  family  to1  come  to 
this  country.  His  objective  point  was 
Paxton,  111.,  which  was  then  the  seat  of  Au- 
gustana  College,  now  at  Rock  Island,  at  that 
time  the  leading  seminary  for  the  education  of 
Swedish  Lutheran  clergymen.  He  entered 
that  school  and  was  graduated  in  1874,  and 
was  ordained  June  30th  of  the  same  year,  this 
ceremony  being  performed  at  Rockford,  111. 
His  first  pastoral  charge  was  at  Lincoln,  Neb. 
He  was  five  years  at  Swedehome,  Polk  Co., 
Neb.,  in  an  almost  pioneer  locality.  He 
was  at  Alma  in  the  same  State,  and  went 
from  there  to  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  whence 
he  Iwas  called  to  Portland,  where  he  has 
lived  to  the  present  time.  During  his  ad- 
ministration an  elegant  new  parsonage,  has 
been  erected,  and  the  general  prosperity 
of  the  church  greatly  promoted.  Rev. 
Ahlquist  is  president  of  the  New;  York  Con- 
ference of  his  church,  and  this  organization 
covers  an  extensive  territory,  reaching  from 
Maine  to  California.  It  contains  eighty-three 
ministers,  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  con- 
gregations, and  one  hundred  and  thirty-one 
churches.  Mr.  Ahlcjuist  is  a member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  Upsala  College,  at  New 
Orange,  N.  J.,  and  is  a leading  man  in  all  the 
work  of  his  church. 

Rev.  Ahlcjuist  married  Anna  Johanna  La- 
gergren,  who  was  born  in  the  same  town  with 
her  husband.  Their  children  are:  David  N. 

Axel  Theo,  Abel  A.,  Carl  E.,  Elis  P.,  Agnes 
E.,  Anna  C,  Edith  N.  and  Philip  W.,  all  of 
whom  are  living  and  constitute  an  exceeding- 
ly bright  and  interesting  family.  Mr.  Ahl- 
quist  is  a Republican  in  politics,  is  a hard- 
working man,  and  has.  attained  a prominent 
place,  holding  it  by  his  ability  and  character. 
His  popularity  in  the  community  is  without 
regard  to  church  affiliations  or  to  nationality. 

HENRY  AUGUSTUS  CORNWALL 
was  in  his  lifetime  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  Portland,  of  which  town  he  was  a 
product  in  the  fullest  sense.  He  came  from 
one  of  the  oldest  families  there,  and  in  his  ca- 
reer brought  no  discredit  upon  its  good  name. 
Born  at  Rose  Hill,  in  the  town  of  Portland,  he 


was  the  eldest  son  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth 
(Whitmore)  Cornwall,  a mention  of  whom 
may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  His  ed- 
ucation was  acquired  in  the  Rose  Hill  district 
school,  and  later  he  attended  a boarding  school 
at  Cromwell,  but  he  left  the  latter  institution 
to  serve  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  After 
the  war  closed  he  studied  in  the  Bryant  & 
Stratton  Business  College  at  Hartford.  He  was 
connected  for  a short  time  with  the  Chase  Lum- 
ber Comj>any  at  Hartford,  which  position  he 
left  to  become  timekeeper  for  the  Shaler  & Hall 
quarry  at  Portland.  A year  later  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Middlesex  Quarry  Company, 
where  he  entered  upon  a singularly  successful 
and  honorable  career  in  the  stone  business, 
gradually  rising  from  one  j>osition  to  another 
until  he  became  the  practical  working  head  of 
the  plant,  retaining  that  position  until  his 
death.  He  was  a director  in  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  and  also  in  the  Freestone  Savings 
Bank  of  Portland. 

On  November  3,  1869,  Mr.  Cornwall  was 
married  in  St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  Church,  South 
Glastonbury,  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Fogg, 
to  Miss  Gertrude  E.  Shepard,  who  was  born 
May  29,  1848,  a daughter  of  Nelson  and  Eliza- 
beth (Tryon)  Shejiard,  a sketch  of  whom  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Corn- 
wall attended  South  Glastonbury  Academy, 
and  was  a successful  teacher  for  a number  of 
terms  in  Glastonbury  and  Portland,  beginning 
at  the  early  age  of  sixteen,  and  was  considered 
remarkably  advanced  for  her  years.  The  young- 
married  couple  began  their  housekeeping  on 
Spring  street,  Portland,  where  Mr.  Cornwall 
had  an  excellent  property  and  where  his 
widow  is  now<  living.  He  died  September  17, 
1898,  while  on  his  vacation,  at  Providence, 
R.  I.,  and  was  buried  in  Center  cemetery.  He 
was  a member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church, 
and  was  a thirty-second-degree  Mason.  He 
was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  in  1892, 
where  he  served  on  the  committee  on  Insur- 
ance, and  was  one  of  the  delegation  sent  by 
the  Legislature  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Lieu- 
tenant General  Sherman.  In  connection  with 
his  business,  he  was  an  extensive  traveler,  cov- 
ering much  of  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
Always  a hard  worker,  it  is  thought  that  his 
incessant  activity  hastened  his  death.  A suc- 
cessful business  man,  his  name  carried  great 
weight  and  lent  prestige  to  any  movement,  and 
he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  valued  citi- 
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zens  of  the  town,  very  conscientious,  and  pos- 
sessing the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact. 

In  this  all  too  hasty  review  of  an  honor- 
able career,  his  military  experiences  must  not 
be  omitted.  He  enlisted  August  4,  1862,  in 
Company  D,  Twentieth  Connecticut  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  served  throughout  the  war.  He 
was  an  excellent  soldier,  brave  and  faithful, 
seldom  absent  from  duty,  and  his  record  is  un- 
surpassed. On  June  2,  1865,  he  was  made  a 
sergeant,  and  on  the  13th  day  of  the  same 
month  he  was  mustered  out  with  the  regi- 
ment at  Washington,  D.  C.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  Mansfield  Post,  No.  53,  G.  A.  R.,  at 
Middletown,  the  Putnam  Phalanx  at  Hart- 
ford, and  the  Army  and  Navy  Club  of  Con- 
necticut. Pie  also  belonged  to  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

LUTHER  WILBUR  FOWLER.  The 
general  reader  will  not  fail  to-  perceive  the 
etymology  of  the  patronymic  Fowler,  which  at 
once  suggests  the  idea  of  a race  of  hunters,  or 
sportsmen.  The  Connecticut  family  of  this 
name  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  distin- 
guished in  New  England. 

William)  Fowler,  the  American  progenitor 
of  this  family,  crossed  the  sea  from  England  in 
1637,  landing  in  Boston.  He  subsequently 
joined  the  New  Haven  Colony,  and  was  one  of 
the  four  pioneers  to-  whom  was  given,  in  1639, 
a deed  h>  the  land  which  now  constitutes  the 
town  of  Milford,  the  consideration  named  in 
the  conveyance  being  six  coats,  ten  blankets, 
one  kettle,  together  with  a number  of  knives, 
hoes,  hatchets  and  mirrors.  This  William 
Fowler  became  an  extensive  landed  proprietor. 
He  appears  to  have  been  a man  of  keen,  ready 
sense  and)  quick  perception.  Seeing  that  a 
saw  and  gristmill  was  one  of  the  coming  ne- 
cessities of  a new  settlement,  he  secured  from 
the  authorities  the  grant  of  thirty  acres  and 
the  full  control  of  a stream,  upon  the  condition 
of  his  erecting  a mill.  T his  was  the  first  mill 
to  be  built  in  New  1 Iaven  county,  and  is  yet 
owned  by  his  descendants.  The  site  is  one  of 
historic  interest,  and  in  1889  a memorial 
bridge  and  tower  were  built  near  the  location 
of  the  old  structure,  the  first  mill  there  being 
given  a conspicuous  place.  William  I'owler 
was  a successful  business  man,  magistrate,  and 
a pillar  of  the  church,  shrewd,  yet  upright,  in 
fluential,  public- -spirited  and  whole-souled.  IIP 
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son,  (II)  Ambrose,  removed  to  Westfield, 
Mass.,  and  his  grandson,  (III)  John  (the  son 
of  Ambrose),  married  Mary  Hubbard,  and  set- 
tled in  Guilford  in  1649.  He  was  a man  of 
substance,  prominence  and  influence,  being  a 
deacon  in  the  church,  and  a deputy  in  the 
General  Assembly  for  many  years.  In  recog- 
nition of  his  many  services  he  was  given  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  Coginchaug,  now  the 
town  of  Durham.  He  died  in  1676  and  the 
records  show  his  estate  to  have  been  appraised 
at  £612,  2s,  iod.  Of  his  six  children,  Abra- 
ham was  the  next  in  line  of  descent  toward 
Luther  W.  Fowler. 

(IV)  Abraham  Fowler  was  an  influential 
and  wealthy  citizen  in  the  early  days.  He  sat 
in  the  General  Court  at  Hartford,  as  a deputy, 
and  was  for  many  years  a justice  of  the  peace, 
as  well  as  judge  of  the  county  and  higher 
courts.  The  appraisement  of  his  estate,  after 
his  death,  showed  him  to  have  died  worth 
£7,421,  1 8s,  9d.  Popular  gossip,  as  evidenced 
by  legendary  report,  called  him  the  most  in- 
teresting man  in  the  town.  Pie  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Deacon  George  Bartlett,  and 
became  the  father  of  eight  children.  During 
King  Philip’s  war  he  served  as  sergeant,  and 
was  wounded  in  the  fight  at  Narragansett 
Swamp,  in  consideration  of  which  he  was  pre- 
sented with  the  munificent  sum  of  £4  from  the 
public  purse.  Plis  son  Joshua  married  Hannah 
Bald,  and  removed  to  Durham.  Prof.  William 
Chauncey  Fowler,  of  that  town,  is  one  of  his 
descendants.  Another  son  of  Abraham,  Eben- 
ezer  (2),  was  the  ancestor  of  Luther  W. 
Fowler. 

(V)  Ebenezer  Fowler  was  a soldier  in  the 

Revolutionary  war,  married  Desire  Bristol 
and  settled  in  North  Guilford.  Eleven  children 
were  born  to  him:  Desire,  Beulah.  Ebenezer 

(who  married  a Rossiter),  William,  Nathan. 
Thomas,  Ruth  (wife  of  Erast  us  Dudley), 
Isaac,  Caleb,  James  and  Oliver.  Of  these.  Na- 
than was  the  great-grandfather  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch. 

(VI)  Nathan  Fowler  married  and  had 
five  sons  and  two  daughters,  as  follows:  James. 
Asa,  Augustus,  Nathan,  Robert.  Polly  and  Sal- 
ly. Nathan  married  Ghloe  Davis,  and  bad 
eight  children,  the  fifth  of  whom.  Rachel,  mar- 
ried Bishop  Atwell  and  w as  the  mother  of  Wal- 
do P.  Atwell,  a well  known  and  highly  es- 
teemed n etchant  of  Durham,  whose  biography 
n ay  be  found  elsewhere. 
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(VII)  Janies  Fowler,  the  eldest  son  of 
Nathan  Fowler  (i),  and  grandfather  of  Lu- 
ther W.,  was  born  in  Guilford  November  18, 
1774.  The  old  house  in  North  Guilford,  in 
which  he  passed  the  latter  years  of  his  life, 
is  now  razed  to  the  ground.  It  stood  near  the 
site  of  the  present  residence  of  George  W. 
Flail,  on  the  Middletown  and  Guilford  turn- 
pike, half  way  between  the  two  points,  and 
had  been  formerly  used  as  a hotel.  In  those 
days  it  was  owned  by  Col.  Baldwin,  and  was 
known  as  “Baldwin’s  Inn.”  Mil*.  Fowler  died 
there  May  6,  1854.  He  was  a farmer,  and 
in  addition  to  agriculture  carried  on  the  manu- 
facture of  the  “Fowler  whip  lash,”  well  known 
in  its  day,  which  found  a ready  and  extensive 
sale  all  through  New  England  and  the  State 
of  New  York.  The  lash  was  made  from  leath- 
er tanned  by  himself,  and  was  honestly  manu- 
factured, his  children  working  at:  braiding  the 
long  thongs  during  the  winter  evenings.  It 
wlas  used  chiefly  in  driving  oxen,  and  the  busi- 
ness whs  fairly  profitable.  Mir.  Fowler  was 
noted  for  hi s sound  judgment,  but  chiefly  for 
his  absolutely  incorruptible  integrity.  He  was 
commonly  called  “Honest  James,”  and  was 
repeatedly  called  upon  to'  appraise  estates.  In 
his  home  he  was  ai  strict  disciplinarian,  al- 
though just  and  kind.  He  was  a firm  believer 
in  the  teachings  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  al- 
ways deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  the 
Democratic  party,  holding,  from  time  to  time, 
various  town  offices.  He  was  a capital  shot  and 
an  enthusiastic  sportsman,  and,  in  his  younger 
days,  devoted  not  a.  little  time  to  the  pleasures 
of  the  hunt.  On  September  13,  1804,  he  mar- 
ried Anna  Johnson,  who  was  a grand  niece 
of  David  Brainerd,  the  famous  missionary  to 
the  Indians,'  and  was  born  in  New  York  May 
17,  1778.  She  died  November  16,  1861.  Their 
children  were  ten  in  number,  and  their  nu- 
merous descendants  have  formed  an  organiza- 
tion known  as  “The  Descendants  of  James 
Fowler,”  whose  annual  meetings  are  largely 
attended  by  representatives  from  the  towns  of 
Guilford,  Durham,  Middletown  and  Middle- 
field. 

The  children  of  James  and  Anna  (John- 
son) Fowler  are  here  named:  (1)  Eunice, 

the  first  born,  came  into  this  world  June  26, 
1805.  She  married  Isaac  Page,  a fa,rm(er  of 
Durham,  where  she  passed  her  life,  and  was 
the  mother  of  Henry  Page,  of  that  town,  a 
sketch  of  whose  life  appears  elsewhere.  (2) 


Austin,  the  second  child  and  eldest  son,  born 
January  22,  1807,  married  Mlerah  Chittenden. 
He  was  a prosperous  farmer  in  North  Guil- 
ford. (3)  Ruth  Ann,  Mlrs.  Russell  Scranton, 
was  born  September  5,  1808,  and  died  in  early 
womanhood,  on  her  husband’s  farm  in  North 
Guilford.  (4)  Isaac  H.,  born  July  24,  1810, 
married  the  sister  of  his  brother  Austin’s  wife, 
whose  baptismal  name  was  Harriet,  and  passed 
his  life  upon  the  farm  in  North  Guilford.  (5) 
Asa,  born  June  6,  1812,  married  Laura  L. 
Camp.  He,  too,  was  a North  Guilford  farm- 
er, and  is  deceased.  His  widow  lives  with  her 
son,  Silas  W.  Fowler,  who;  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Durham.  (6)  Hannah,  born 
July  28,  1814,  married  Charles  Hickox,  a shoe- 
maker of  Durham,  in  which  town  they  both 
died  and  are  buried.  (7)  Sophronia  and  (8) 
Cynthia  (twins)  were  bom  November  2,  1816. 
Sophronia  died  September  14,  1818.  Cynthia 
grew  to  womanhood,  and  gave  her  hand  in 
marriage  to-  Edwin  Hall,  a North  Guilford 
farmer.  Both  she  and  her  husband  have  passed 
away.  (9)  Sophronia  (2),  born  December  4, 
1818,  was  the  wife  of  Mdses  H.  Griswold,  a 
farmer  of  Killingworth,  and  rests,  with  him, 
in  the  quiet  graveyard  there.  (10)  Dennis, 
the  youngest  of  the  family,  was  the  father  of 
Luther  W.  Fowler. 

(VIII)  Dennis  Fowler’s;  birthplace  was 
his  father’s  farm  in  Guilford,  the  date  of  his 
birth  being  January  17,  1820.  He  was  reared 
a farmer’s  boy,  and  his  life  was  passed  in  the 
same  pursuits  as  his  ancestors  had  followed 
for  many  antecedent  generations.  After  his 
marriage  to  Hannah  Maria  Coe,  which  whs 
celebrated  September  19,  1844,  he  rempved  to 
North  Guilford,  but  within  a few  years  bought 
a farm  in  Middlefield,  all  of  which  is  now 
owned  and  cultivated  by  Luther  W.  Fowler. 
In  addition  to-  general  farming  he  was  large- 
ly interested  in  stock  raising  devoting  much 
attention  to  the  breeding  of  horses  and  cattle 
of  fine  blood.  He  was  successful  in  a finan- 
cial way,  and  left  a handsome  estate.  Mr. 
Fowler  was  prominent  in  public  affairs,  serv- 
ing the  town  as  selectman  for  several  years, 
besides  holding-  various  minor  offices.  He  was 
bitterly  opposed  to  the  tolerance  of  slavery, 
and  was  for  many  years  affiliated  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  Later  becoming  more  and 
more  deeply  impressed  with  a sense  of  the 
evils  attendant  upon  the  vice  of  intemperance, 
he  espoused  the  tenets  of  the  Prohibitionists, 
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and  acted  with  that  party  during  the  latter 
years  of  his  life.  In  his  religious  faith  he  was 
an  earnest  and  devout  Methodist.  Of  the 
church  of  that  denomination  in  Middlefield  he 
was  an  active  member  and  liberal  supporter, 
contributing  generously  toward  the  erection 
of  its  new  edifice,  not  only  in  money,  but  also 
in  the  use  of  teams  for  the  purposes  of  excava- 
tion and  hauling.  He  was  a man  of  great 
physical  strength,  and  indefatigable  energy 
and  tireless  industry,  and  impressed  these 
traits  upon  his  sons  by  both  example  and  pre- 
cept. His  complexion  was  both  ruddy  and 
clear,  'his  eye  bright,  and  his  tread  at  once 
firm  and  elastic.  His  blameless  and  exemplary 
life  came  to  a close  September  2,  1892.  Mrs. 
Fowler  was  born  in  Middlefield  June  17,  1824. 
Her  father  was  Elias  Coe,  and  her  mother  was 
Hannah  M.  Lyon,  of  South  Farms. 

The  children  of  Dennis  and  Hannah  Maria 
(Coe)  Fowler  were  christened  respectively: 
Frank  E.,  Hannah  C.,  Harriet  A.,  Alvin  C., 
Amy  S.,  Luther  Wilbur  (the  distinguished 
gentleman  whose  life  and  ancestry  form  the 
theme  of  this  sketch),  Arthur  D.  and  Rosa  M. 
The  eldest  son,  Frank  E.,  married  Sabina  Net- 
tleton.  He  is  a mechanic  by  training,  but  con- 
ducts a meat  market,  as  well  as  a real-estate 
business,  at  Meriden,  where  he  is,  besides,  a 
successful  'breeder  of  fine  varieties  of  poultry. 
Hannah  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Horton,  a 
butcher  in  Meriden.  Harriet  A.  became  the 
wife  of  Charles  1).  Edwards,  a contractor  in 
Meriden,  and  died  there.  Alvin  C.  carries 
on  the  occupation  of  builder  in  Middlefield; 
he  married  Alta  M.  Nettleton.  Amy  S.  has 
been  twice  married  : her  first  husband,  William 
Hall,  lost  his  life  in  a railroad  accident;  after 
his  death  she  married  Alonzo  Dormer,  a clerk 
and  bookkeeper  in  the  city  of  Meriden.  Ar- 
thur D.  married  Lenora  Benedict,  and  lie,  too, 
is  one  of  Meriden’s  butchers.  Rosa  M.  became 
the  wife  of  William  Venter,  and  they  resided 
at  Trenton,  N.  ).,  where  she  (lied.  She  was  a 
woman  of  strong  Christian  faith  and  earnest 
piety,  and  her  husband  was  for  many  years 
secretary  of  the  Trenton  V.  M.  C.  A. 

Luther  Wilbur  Fowler  was  horn  June  7, 
i860.  The  house  in  whjch  he  first  saw  the 
light,  stood  almost  directly  opposite  hi'  pn  - 
cut  home,  and  was  destroyed  bv  lire  in  1898. 
The  district  schools  of  his  neighborhood  and 
a select  school,  presided  over  by  Miss  Mav 

Denison,  afforded  him  his  earlv  educational 
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advantages.  For  three  years  after  leaving 
school  he  was  employed  in  driving  a wagon 
for  his  brother,  Alvin  C.,  who  conducted  a suc- 
cessful meat  route  in  Guilford.  Subsequently 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  his  brother, 
their  business  being  both  extensive  and  profita- 
ble, and  their  wagons  traversing  the  towns  of 
Middlefield,  Meriden  and  Westfield.  This  busi- 
ness connection  with  his  brother  continued 
for  three  years,  when  Luther  W.  disposed  of 
his  interest  therein  to  C.  X.  Burnham,  although 
he  frequently  thereafter  was  called  upon,  from 
time  to  time,  to  aid  his  vendor  in  recovering 
lost  business,  and  finally  consented  to  drive  a 
meat  wagon  through  that  section  for  Mr.  Burn- 
ham, for  three  years  more.  This  life,  however, 
ultimately  became  wearisome  to  him,  and  he 
abandoned  it.  Going  to  Meriden  he  found  em- 
ployment with  the  Meriden  Provision  Com- 
pany, as  salesman,  his  duties  being  confined 
toi  the  handling  of  fresh  and  salt  pork.  He 
spent  nearly  three  years  in  this  vocation,  and 
then  returned  to  Middlefield,  where  he  aided 
his  father  in  the  management  of  the  home  farm 
until  the  latter’s  death.  On  his  father's  demise 
he  purchased  the  homestead,  which  is  still 
his  residence. 

Mr.  Fow  ler  is  a citizen  of  broad  spirit  and 
enlightened  conservative  judgment.  In  pi  di- 
tics  he  is  a Republican,  yet  he  is  no  bigoted 
partisan.  Fie  has  never  coveted  nor  sought 
office,  yet  he  is  not  unmindful  of  the  obliga- 
tions of  a citizen.  At  the  solicitation  of  his 
fellow  townsmen  he  has  consented  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  various  minor  offices,  and  to 
serve  on  the  board  of  selectmen  for  seven 
years,  having  held  the  position  of  first  select- 
man since  1897. 

Membership  in  secret  organizations  has 
never  been  especially  attractive  to  Mr.  howler, 
although  he  belongs  to  the  Durham  Coun- 
cil, No.  62.  O.  U.  A.  M.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  active  members  of  the  Middlefield 
Methodist  Church,  of  whose  Sunday-school 
he  has  for  many  years  been  superintendent. 

Mr.  Fowler  married  Edith  Minerva  Pen- 
dleton September  27.  1880.  She  was  born 
March  21,  1802,  in  C anaan,  Conn.,  and  until 
she  had  reached  the  age  of  nine  years  lived  at 
Goshen.  Her  parent'  then  removing  to  Port- 
land, she  accompanied  them.  \ few  years 
later  her  father.  Henry  E.  Pendleton,  who  was 
a wagonmaker,  changed  his  place  of  residence 
to  Middlefield.  He  died  there  l ebruarv  25* 
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1896,  and  rests  in  the  'beautiful  cemetery  of 
that  town.  He  was  born  February  1,  1837. 
He  married  Elvira  Lanidon,  who  was  born 
January  29,  1836,  and  still  survives  her  hus- 
band, at  the  age  of  sixty-six,  living'  at  the 
home  of  her  son  Frederick,  in  New  Britain. 
Mrs.  Fowler  was  the  third  of  the  eight  chil- 
dren born  to-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pendleton.  The 
others  were:  Mary  Amelia,  Anna,  Frederick 
L.,  Flora  L.,  Henry  lM.,  Charlotte  Immogene 
and  Alice  Emily.  Mary  Amelia,  born  Septem- 
ber 22,  1 859',  married  Gordon  Goodrich,  and  is 
now  living  in  Middlefield.  Anna,  born  March 
10,  1861,  died  September  8th,  following.  Fred- 
erick L.  is  a blacksmith  and  wag-onmaker  of 
New  Britain;  he  married  Mary  Click.  Flora 
L.,  born  May  1,  1866,  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Williams,  a mechanic,  and  their  home  is  in 
Berlin,  Henry  M.  is  a mechanic,  and  lives  in 
Middlefield;  he  was  born  May  26,  1872,  and 
married  Sadie  Maria  Fowler.  Charlotte  Im- 
mogene, born  May  27,  1874,  is  the  widow  of 
Albert  Abbey,  of  Wallingford,  where  she  re- 
resides, Alice  Emily,  born  September  23,  1876, 
is  the  wife  of  Irving  S.  Kent,  of  Hartford. 

Children  as  follows  have  come  to>  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Luther  W.  Fowler:  Franklin  Henry, 

born  June  28,  1881  ; Frederick  Luther,  Janu- 
ary 18,  1885;  Ethel  May,  October  13,  1887 
(died  February  21,  1899)  i Leon  Wilbur,  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1889  ( died  in  the  Middlefield  reser- 
voir, in  the  village  of  Bailey ville,  June  29, 
1892)  ; Ruth  Esther,  June  8,  1891 ; Percy  Mer- 
ritt, October  17,  1893  (died  October  24, 
1894)  ; and  Lester  Dennis,  October  16,  1896. 

Perhaps  this  sketch  may  be  best  closed  by 
appending  the  following  paragraph  from  the 
pen  of  one  who  well  knows  the  family,  and 
has  carefully  studied  his  history  : 

“I  cannot  say  that  the  Fowlers  are  a great 
family  in  anything  save  in  point  of  numbers. 
I have  never  known  any  very  wealthy,  or  re- 
markably intellectual,  or  especially  famous  in 
any  way,  with  the  possible  exception  of  Prof. 
William  C.  Fowler.  Yet  the  family  has  been 
one  ever  held  in  hip-fi  esteem,  for  the  sake  of 
its  brave  and  upright  men  and  its  virtuous 
women.  Its  members  have  worthily  filled 
their  allotted  places  in  this  yorld.  Uhited  in 
brotherly  love,  industrious,  conscientious,  self- 
reliant,  helpful  to  others — what  higher  en- 
comium need  Ire  bestowed?  It  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  ‘kind  hearts  are  more  than 
coronets,  and  simple  faith  than  Norman 


blood ;’  and  we  will  do  well  to  follow  in  the 
footsteps,  and  emulate  the  virtues  of  those  I 
who  have  gone  before,  striving  to  honor  them  j 
even  as  they  have  shed  honor  upon  us.” 

S.  MILLS  BEV1N,  a descendant  of  an 
old  and  honored  family,  has  passed  out  of 
life,  leaving  the  record  of  a Christian  life  be- 
hind him.  Mr.  Bevin  was  born  in  East  Hamp- 
ton, Middlesex  county,  March  27,  1861,  son  of 
Philo  and  Fidelia  (Watrous)  Bevin,  and  his 
mother  passed  away  when  he  was  but  an  infant  j 
of  six  weeks. 

Mr.  Bevin  received  a thorough  education,, 
attending  first  the  common  schools  and  later 
Bradford  Military  Academy,  at  Middletown.  j 
For  one  year  he  was  a student  in  the  Military 
School  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  then  at- 
tended Willis-ton  Seminary,  at  East  Hampton,  1 
Mass.,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1882,  go- 
ing from  there  to  Princeton  College,  where  he 
took  honors  in  1886.  The  next  year  he  be- 
came identified  with  the  Bevin  Brothers  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  of  East  Hampton,  Con- 
necticut. 

Mr.  Bevin  was  married  in  Brooklyn,  N.. 

Y.,  to  Julia  H.  Williams,  a native  of  Passaic, 

N.  J.,  and  to  this  union  came  children  as  fol- 
lows: Fidelia  Watrous,  born  in  1891,  who 

died  November  18,  1900;  Allen  Williams, 
born  in  1893  ; Newton  Philo,  born  in  1895;. 
and  Harriet  Williams,  born  in  1898. 

Giles  B.  Williams,  father  of  Mrs.  Bevin, 
was  born  in  Canterbury,  Conn.,  and  after 
graduating  from  Yale  College  became  a jour- 
nalist in  New  York  City,  taking  up  that  work 
especially  during  the  Civil  war;  later  he  be- 
came interested  in  the  publication  of  the:  Hide 
& Leather  Journal , of  New  York.  He  died 
May  3,  1883,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five.  He  mar-  j 
ried  Harriet  Morgan  Allen,  a native  of  Han-  | 
over,  in  the  town  of  Sprague,  New  London  C01., 
Conn.,  born  October  29,  1833,  now  residing  * 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Td  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will- 
iams were  born  : H.  Louise,  in  1 864 ; Mary 

Morgan,  in  1866  (married  William  J.  Fish, 
of  New  York)  ; Julia  H.  (wife  of  our  lament-  ; 
ed  subject)  ; and  Gertrude  C„  in  1874.  The 
grandparents  of  Mrs-.  Bevin  belonged  to  old 
and  respected  families,  William  Hubbard  and 
Mary  (Clark)  Williams  being  natives  of  Nor- 
wich, Conn.  He  was  a mechanical  draughts-  \ 
man,  and  spent  practically  his  whole  life  in  i 
the  vicinity  of  his  home.  Mrs.  Bevin’s  ma-  | 
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ternal  grandparents  were  Ebenezer  and  Har- 
riet (Morgan)  Allen,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a woolen  manufacturer  of  the  town  of  Sprague. 
The  latter  was  a descendant  of  the  same  stock 
that  produced  those  celebrated  men,  J.  Pier- 
pont  and  Gov.  Morgan. 

S.  Mills  Bevin  was  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  of  East  Hampton,  and  devoted 
time,  energy  and  means  to  the  business  of  the 
Bevin  Brothers  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
which  he  was  secretary  and  assistant  treasurer. 
A prominent  man  in  social,  public  and  political 
life,  he  was  called  upon  for  service  in  many  po- 
sitions. In  political  faith  he  was  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, a member  of  the  Republican  town  com- 
mittee for  several  years,  and  registrar  of  vot-  • 
ers.  He  was  a trustee  of  the  Portland  Savings 
Bank ; a director  in  the  Brainerd,  Shaler  & 
Hall  Quarry  Company,  of  Portland,  Conn. ; 
president  of  the  Pocotopaug  Water  Power 
Company ; president  of  the  Public  Library ; 
treasurer  of  the  Chatham  Hall  Corporation,  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Bicycle  Bell  Manufacturers  Com- 
mittee. Socially  he  was  a charter  member  of 
Patriot  Council,  No.  45,  O.  U.  A.  M.  He  was 
a member  and  a devoted  and  earnest  worker 
in  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he 
was  clerk  and  treasurer.  In  every  office  he 
displayed  rare  judgment  and  executive  abil- 
ity. Mr.  Bevin  passed  away  March  6,  1900, 
and  in  his  death  East  Hampton  lost  a citizen 
whose  place  in  the  community  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult to  worthily  fill.  His  faithfulness  to  his 
church,  his  family,  his  company,  his  town, 
will  long  linger  in  the  memory  of  those  who 
knew  and  loved  him,  and  his  last  resting  place, 
on  the  hillside  overlooking  the  lake  he  loved 
so  well,  will  he  a shrine  for  those  who  saw  in 
him  not  only  an  employer,  but  who  recognized 
in  him  a true  friend. 

CHARLES  WATROUS  BEVIN,  one  of 
the  representative  business  men  of  East  l lamp- 
ton,  Middlesex  county,  is  also  the  owner  and 
operator  of  a large  farm  in  the  town  of  ( hat- 
ham.  He  was  born  in  East  Hampton  August 
9,  1854,  son  of  Philo  and  Fidelia  ( Watrous ) 
Bevin,  and  is  a brother  of  the  late  S.  Mills 
Bevin,  of  East  Hampton. 

Charles  \V.  Bevin  received  excellent  cdu 
cational  advantages,  attending  the  primary 
schools  of  his  native  place,  later  bec<  ining  a 
student  at  Golden  llill  Institute,  Bridgeport, 


and  subsequently  enjoying  instruction  at 
French’s  School,  in  New  Haven;  he  finally 
took  a course  at  the  Eastman  Business  Col- 
lege, in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  The  following 
years  he  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the 
Bevin  Brothers  Manufacturing  Company,  for 
a long  time  being  their  most  reliable  commer- 
cial man.  Mr.  Bevin  first  took  charge  of  the 
New  England  States  j and  later  covered  New 
York,  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  in  all  of 
which  territory  he  successfully  placed  his 
house  before  the  oublic.  At  present  he  has 
given  up  commercial  life,  although  he  is  still 
connected  with  the  company  as  a director.  A 
fine  farm  of  200  acres  claims  his  attention,  and 
his  time  is  fully  occupied  in  overseeing  its 
cultivation.  In  politics  Mr.  Bevin  is  a stanch 
Republican ; he  does  not  wish  for  the  cares 
of  office.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  Pa- 
triot Council,  No.  45,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  in  which 
organization  he  is  highly  esteemed. 

JOSEPH  MERRIAM,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  The  Rockfall  Woolen  Company, 
who  has  his  home  in  Middletown,  Middlesex 
county,  is  one  of  the  successful  mill  men  of 
the  State,  and  thoroughly  understands  his  busi- 
ness. His  success  has  come  in  a degree  as  a 
result  of  his  business  capacity  and  his  skill  as  a 
manager,  largely  an  inheritance  from  his  fa- 
ther, a well  known  mill  man  of  New  England. 
The  Mermans  are  well  known  in  this  connec- 
tion. Charles  Merriam,  an  uncle  of  Joseph, 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Amoskeag  mills 
at  Manchester.  New  Hampshire. 

The  family  is  an  old  one  in  the  history  of 
New  England,  and  springs  from  three  brothers 
who  came  into  the  Colonies  at  an  early  day. 
The  progenitor  of  this  particular  line  settled 
at  Concord,  Mass.  Representatives  of  the 
familv  fought  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
and  Merriams  Corner,  at  Concord,  Mass.,  is 
a historical  spot. 

loscph  Merriam  was  born  at  Southhridge, 
Mass..  Januarv  17,  1855,  son  of  Adolphus  and 
Caroline  (Mckinstry)  Merriam,  and  a grand- 
son of  loscph  Merriam.  Adolphus  Merriam 
was  Ixirn  at  Concord,  Mass.,  in  1S20,  and 
though  he  began  life  on  bis  own  resources  be 
became  a man  of  wealth  and  influence,  and  was 
prominent  in  mill  circles.  He  attended  the 
local  schools  and  Framingham  (Mass.)  Acad- 
emy, and  began  the  mill  business  in  1837.  m 
the  office  of  the  Hamilton  Woolen  Company, 
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at  Southbridge.  In  later  years  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  mills  in  Springfield,  Vt., 
Franklin  Falls,  N.  H.,  and  Millbury,  and 
Cordaville,  Mass.  In  1871  he  entered  into' 
a partnership  with  Hubbard  Willson,  and 
bought  a mill  at  Cordaville,  Mass.  The 
firm  of  Merriam  & Willson  was  successful, 
and  grew  into  the  Cordaville  Woolen  Com- 
pany. Mr.  Merriam  was  also  one  of  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  American  Powder  Com- 
pany, at  Acton,  Mass.,  and  for  a time  was 
president  of  the  Gunpowder  Trade  Associa- 
tion of  the  United  States.  He  died  in  1889, 
and  his  wife  in  1897.  They  were  buried  at 
Framingham.  He  was  distinctively  a business 
man,  yet  took  a decided  interest  in  public  af- 
fairs. In  politics  he  was  a Republican.  In 
1865  he  removed  to-  Framingham,  which  hence- 
forth was  his  home,  and  he  proved  a valuable 
citizen  of  that  community.  He  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Framingham  Savings  Bank,  and 
vice-president  of  the  Framingham  National 
Bank.  Mr.  Merriam  reared  a family  of  five 
children.  Bernard  F.,  brother  of  Joseph, 
who  resides  at  South  Framingham,  is  the 
president  of  the  Rockfall  Woolen  Company, 
and  is  connected  with  other  mills.  John  M., 
another  brother,  is  a well  known  attorney  at 
South  Framingham;  he  was  a graduate  of 
Harvard  College,  is  a member  of  the  Anti- 
quarian Society,  and  was  the  private  secre- 
tary of  Senator  Hoar,  of  Massachusetts. 

Joseph  Merriam  bears  a name  that  has  been 
in  his  family  for  many  generations.  He  at- 
tended the  schools  in  his  native  town  until  he 
was  a boy  of  ten,  when  his  parents  removed  to 
Framingham.  There  he  attended  the  high 
school,  and  spent  a year  at  Dean  Academy, 
Franklin,  Massachusetts.  Hie  was  almost  of 
age  when  he  entered  the  mill  at  Cordaville, 
with  the  purpose  of  doing  things  ini  such  a way 
that  he  might  learn  the  entire  business.  Fail- 
ing health,  however,  necessitated  a change  of 
location,  and  he  went  to'  Colorado',  to  live  an 
outdoor  life.  Spending  a year  and  a half  there, 
he  returned  restored  in  health  toi  resume  his 
wtork  for  the  Cordaville  Woolen  Company. 
He  was  in  the  office  of  that  institution  several 
years,  and  then  went  toi  Boston,  where  he  was 
employed  in  the  Deerfoot  Farm  store  for  a 
year.  In  1882  Mr.  Merriam  came  to  Middle- 
town,  and  took  charge  of  The  Rockfall  Wool- 
en Company.  The  affairs  of  this  concern  had 
been  in  a precarious  condition,  but  under  his 


management  have  grown  to  success.  He  has 
been  practically  its  head  ever  since  its  organ- 
ization.  ( 

In  1878  Mr.  Merriam  married  Miss  Abbie  | 
F.  Willson,  a native  of  Lowell,  Mass.  Her 
father,  Hubbard  Willson,  married  Lydia  Sar- 
gent, daughter  of  one  of  the  pioneer  white  ■ 
blanket  manufacturers  near  Wilton,  Maine. 
Mrs.  Merriam  was  reared  in  Lowell  and  came 
with  her  parents  to  Cordaville.  Her  father  || 
was  a member  of  the  firm  of  Merriam  & Will-  i> 
ton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merriam  have  had  children 
as  follows : Robert  Willson,  Helen  Lydia  j 

and  Alice  Caroline,  all  living-. 

Mr.  Merriam  has  taken  that  interest  in  po-  I 
litical  matters  which  is  the  common  duty  of  all 
men,  but  has  never  sought  office.  He  is  a 
Republican,  and  is  well  informed  on  live  issues.  1 
He  is  a member  of  the  Middletown  Board  of  J 
Trade;  is  trustee  of  the  Middletown  Building 
& Loan  Society;  a director  of  the  Middlesex  ; 
County  National  Bank;  a director  of  The  Rog-  ; 
ers  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Middlefield ; |j 
a director  of  the  Cordaville  Woolen  Company; 
president  of  the  Springfield  Webbing  Com-  \ 
pany,  at  .Springfield,  Mass. ; and  a director  of  f 
The  J.  R.  Montgomery  Company,  at  Windsor 
Locks,  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Merriam  has  been  a resident  of  Mid-  * 
dletown  since  1882.  He  built  a home  on  Pearl  j 
street,  near  Washington,  and  later  bought  his  j 
present  home,  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  i 
same  streets. 

GEORGE  HYDE  BUCKLAND,  a promi- 
nent and  successful  merchant  of  East  Hamp- 
ton, Middlesex  County,  was  born  in  Vernon, 
Tolland  county,  this  State.  November  2,  1842. 

Amos  C.  Buckland  his  father,  was  a native  1 
of  the  same  county,  where  he  grew  to  man-  j 
hood  and  married  Sophia  Hyde,  of  Stafford, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Ephraim  Hyde.  They  be-  ; 
came  the  parents  of  three  children,  of  whom 
George  H.  is  the  youngest.  Henry,  born  in 
JS35,  died  young.  Caroline  is  a resident  of 
Hartford,  Conn.  The  father  was  a foundry 
worker  by  occupation.  He  was  a Republican 
in  politics.  Fie  died  at  the  age  of  forty-three 
years,  and  his  wife  was  a little  older  at  the  time 
of  her  decease. 

The  parents  being  in  rather  limited  cir-  - 
cumstances,  George  H.  Buckland  received  only 
the  advantages  of  a common-schoo1  education,  ) 
and  when  a mere  boy  was  obliged  to  provide 
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for  himself,  supporting  himself  almost  en- 
tirely from  the  age  of  ten  years.  During 
his  youth  he  was  variously  employed,  and 
when  a young  man  he  moved  to  East  Hamp- 
ton, in  1867,  taking  the  contract  to  carry  the 
mails  between  East  Hampton  and  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  and  holding  that  position  un- 
til the  completion  of  the  Air  Line  rail- 
road. He  also  ran  a stage,  and  after  dis- 
continuing that  business  was  for  three  years  in 
the  employ  of  different  bellmakers  of  East 
Hampton,  including  the  firms  of  Brown  & 
Veazey ; Niles  & Co. ; the  Gong  Bell  Company ; 
and  Starr  Brothers.  In  1880  he  embarked  in 
mercantile  business,  as  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Pierce  & Buckland,  and  when  Mr.  Pierce  re- 
tired the  name  was  changed  to  Buckland  & 
Barton,  the  junior  partner  being  a step-son  of 
the  senior. 

On  February  12,  1871,  Mr  Buckland  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Victoria  (Gates) 
Barton,  and  to  them  have  come  three  children  : 
John  and  Adeline,  twins,  were  born  March  18, 
1875,  and  the  former  died  at  the  age  of  six 
months,  the  latter  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  ; 
Ernest,  born  May  12,  1878,  assists  bis  father 
in  the  mercantile  business.  In  political  views 
Mr.  Buckland  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  in 
his  social  relations  he  is  a member  of  Patriot 
Council,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  of  East  Hampton.  He 
is  one  of  the  leading  and  progressive  business 
men  of  that  place,  and  is  highly  respected  and 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  him.  Pie  and  his 
wife  are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  are  people  of  prominence  in 
the  community  where  they  reside. 

Mrs.  Buckland  traces  her  ancestry  back  to 
Nehemiab  Gates,  whose  son,  George  Gates, 
was  her  grandfather.  The  latter  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  a lady  named 
Peters.  Julius  Gates,  farther  of  Mrs.  Buck- 
land,  was  born  in  Chatham,  in  1801,  and  when 
a young  man  engaged  in  school  teaching  in 
Middlesex  county,  bnt  later  took  tip  farming  in 
his  native  town,  at  which  occupation  he  was 
successfully  engaged  throughout  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  1 le  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  married  Susan  Strong,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Strong,  and  to  them  were  born 
the  following  named  children  : Garrison  M.. 

a resident  of  Moodus,  Conn.,  married  (first) 
Charity  Clark,  (second)  Sarah  Clark,  and 
(third)  Lucy  (Northam)  Fuller;  Susan  (de- 


ceased) was  the  wife  of  Alexander  Niles,  of 
Chatham ; Catherine  died  at  the  age  of  six 
years;  Juliette  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of 
Leverett  Willey,  of  Chatham ; Leroy  D.  F.,  a 
merchant  of  Hartford,  married  (first)  Eve- 
line Leonard,  and  (second)  a lady  of  Sag  Har- 
bor; Catherine  married  (first)  William  Brown, 
and  (second)  Walter  Clark,  of  East  Hamp- 
ton; Adeline  (decease.d)  was  the  wife  of  Hen- 
ry B.  Brown,  of  East  Hampton;  Victoria  is 
now  Mrs.  Buckland ; Susan  resides  with  Mrs. 
Buckland ; Frank  J.,  a milk  dealer  of  East 
Hampton,  married  Emily  Seller. 

Mrs.  Buckland  was  born  May  24,  1838, 
and  first  married  John  W.  Barton,  son  of  Hi- 
ram Barton.  He  was  born  May  11,  1835,  and 
died  October  7,  1S67.  Though  a cripple 

from  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  was  a very 
successful  business  man,  and  for  some  time 
was  a member  of  the  firm  of  Barton.  White  & 
Barton,  bell  manufacturers.  After  discon- 
! tinning  that  business  he  embarked  in  the  gro- 
1 eery  trade  at  Moodus  under  the  firm  name  of 
Gates  & Barton.  Two  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barton,  P'rederick  H.  and  Clay- 
ton D.,  both  mentioned  below. 

Frederick  Hiram  Barton,  born  in  East 
Hampton  July  27,  1859.  graduated  from 
the  business  college  at  East  Greenwich,  R. 
I.,  and  having  learned  telegraphy,  was  em- 
ployed as  operator  at  various  stations  on 
the  Air  Line  railroad,  including  East  Hamp- 
ton and  Cobalt.  He  is  now  night  operator 
j at  the  former  place,  and  also  carries  on 
| a barber  shop  in  the  village.  Fraternal- 
| ly  he  belongs  to  the  Order  of  United 
American  Mechanics  and  the  Grange,  and  po- 
1 litically  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

I He  ran  for  town  clerk  on  his  party  ticket,  but 
Chatham  being  strongly  Democratic,  was  de- 
j feated.  He  married  Katie  S..  daughter  of 
John  S.  and  Eliza  (Young)  Markham,  and 
I they  have  four  children  : Ruby  A.,  born  Au- 

gust 12,  1884:  Laura  A.,  January  13,  1880; 
Edith  M..  September,  1887;  and  John  F.,  July 
17,  1889. 

Clayton  Derward  Barton,  horn  June  5, 
1862,  took  a commercial  course  at  East  Green- 
wich, R.  T..  where  he  was  graduated  January 
I 17,  1878.  He  was  first  employed  in  a butcher 
1 shop,  and  later  in  the  hell  shops  of  Fast  1 lamp- 
ton  for  two  years.  In  March,  1885,  he  formed 
a partnership  with  his  step-father.  Mr.  Buck- 
land,  under  the  name  of  Buckland  & Barton. 
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and  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery and  dry  goods  business  at  that  place.  He 
also  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
fraternally  is  a member  of  the  Grange ; Patriot 
Council,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  of  East  Hampton;  An- 
chor Lodge  No.  1 12,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; Free- 
stone Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Portland;  and 
Belleville  Chapter,  O.  E.  S.,  of  East  Hampton. 
On  September  26,  1884,  he  married  Carrie  E. 
Adams,  of  Colchester,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Martha  Clarissa  (Day)  Adams,  and  they 
have  one  child,  F.  Howard,  born  August  20, 

1885. 

DAVID  L.  PHELPS,  a retired  fisherman 
and  farmer,  now  living  at  Saybrook  Point, 
Middlesex  county,  is  ai  son  of  David  Phelps, 
who  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  When  a 
young  man  David  Phelps  came  from  Vermont, 
his  native  State,  to  Hadlyme,  Conn.,  where  he 
settled  and  was  married.  He  wa:s  a farmer, 
and  was  alsoi  employed  as  a stonemason  in 
Hadlyme,  where  many  if  not  all  of  his  thirteen 
children  were  born.  He  removed  to  Hamburg 
and  later  to  Old  Saybrook,  where  he  followed 
farming.  There  he  died. 

David  L.  Phelps  was  born  in  Hadlyme, 
Conn.,  June  15,  T820,  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  town,  near  the  three  bridges.  He  came 
to1  Saybrook  when  he  was  twenty-two  years  old, 
and  was  soon  afterward  united  in  marriage 
with  Delia  Slate,  a daughter  of  Alexander  and 
Patty  (Boulton)  Slate.  She  died  in  1892. 

JAMES  LAVERTY,  one  of  the  oldest 
tradesmen  in  Portland  or  Middletown,  and 
probably  in  Middlesex  county,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Billey,  County  Antrim,  Ire- 
land, February  8,  1829,  a son  of  Will- 

iam and  Elizabeth  (Haney)  Laverty.  The 
mother  died  in  Ireland.  The  father  was 
a man  whoi  depended  on  his  dailv  labor  for 
his  support,  and  in  1850  concluded  to  come  to 
the  United  States.  He  left  Belfast  with  his 
three  sisters  and  his  three  children,  for  Glas- 
gow, en  route  for  the  United  States,  with  Phil- 
adelphia as  their  immediate  objective  point. 
They  left  Glasgow  on  the  three-master  “Har- 
molnia,”  a large  sailing  vessel,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Henry  Churchill,  of  Portland. 
During  the  voyage  of  eight  weeks  and  three 
days  Captain  Churchill  became  acquainted  with 
the  party,  and  offered  them  employment. 
They  landed  in  New  York,  on  the  afternoon  of 


Saturday,  and  came  at  once  to  Portland  by 
boat.  Here  the  father  found  work  in  the  quar- 
ry, and  James  earned  his  first  dollar  in  the 
United  States  as  general  utility  boy  for  Cap- 
tain Churchill,  at  eight  dollars  a month. 
Young  James  found  it  a part  of  his  duty  to 
milk  the  cows,  a work  that  he  had  never  heard 
of  a man’s  doing,  and  which  caused  him 
sore  hands.  Erastus  Brainerd  was  his  next 
employer,  and  he  was  put  into  the  quarry. 
From  the  quarry  he  went  into  the  service  of 
Joseph  Hall,  and  for  three  years  he  was  a gen- 
eral utility  man  for  that  gentleman  on  his  coun- 
try estate.  As  he  was  an  energetic  and  active 
young  man,  he  never  had  any  trouble  finding 
work.  William  Laverty,  the  father,  always 
lived  in  Portland  after  coining  to  this  country, 
and  for  a number  of  years  worked  in  the  quar- 
ry, and  afterward  worked  for  his  son.  He 
married  a second  time  after  coming  to-  Amer- 
ica. His  death  occurred  in  Portland,  and 
he  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  there.  His  chil- 
dren were:  James;  Sarah,  wife  of  Captain 

Rufus  Reid,  of  Providence,  R.  I. ; Mary, 
widow  of  Capt.  Alexander  Mehaffey,  of 
Portland;  Jane,  Mrs.  Frederick  Kelsey,  of 
Portland;  and  Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  Gil- 
bert Griswold.  Norah,  a daughter  of  his  sec- 
ond wife,  is  Mrs.  Christopher  Cramer,  of 
Portland. 

James  Laverty  began  business  for  himself 
April  1,  1854,  starting  on  his  own  capital.  As 
a young  man  he  was  never  close  and  penurious, 
though  not  reckless  or  extravagant,  and  saved 
money.  After  a few  months  he  sold  out  his 
Portland  establishment,  and  went  to  New 
York,  where  he  engaged  with  a partner  in  bus- 
iness. The  experiment  was  not  satisfactory, 
and  he  shortly  sold  out  and  came  back  to  Port- 
land, where  he  has  since  carried  on  his  enter- 
prises without  a partner.  On  June  4,  1884, 
he  lost  over  $20,000  in  a fire  which  totally  de- 
stroyed his  large  stock  of  drv  goods,  groceries, 
boots  and  shoes,  liquors,  and  general  merchan- 
dise. The  fire  occurred  on  Thursday,  and  on 
Saturday  night  business  was  resumed  in  a tem- 
porary structure  which  had  risen  on  the  ashes 
of  the  old.  He  moved  this  back  and  subse- 
quently erected  an  elegant  brick  structure. 
He  also  conducted  a livery  stable  in  the  rear 
of  his  store.  It  is  one  of  the  best  in  Port- 
land, and  has  been  established  since  before  the 
war.  For  the  past  two  years  Mr.  Laverty  has 
been  retired  from  active  life. 
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In  1858  Mr.  Laverty  wedded  Miss  Mary 
Lee.  She  was  a daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
(Pierson)  Lee.  Two  children  were  born  to 
them  : Elizabeth,  now  the  widow  of  William 

B.  Maxson,  of  Portland,  and  the  mother  of 
one  child,  Nellie;  and  William,  who  died 
young.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Laverty  mar- 
ried Miss  Sybil  Brown,  of  Boston,  a native  of 
St.  John,  New  Brunswick;  she  died  Septem- 
ber 30,  1896,  and  is  buried  in  Portland.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Laverty  is  in  sympathy  with  the 
Democratic  party,  yet  he  voted  for  Lincoln, 
Grant  and  McKinley.  He  was  baptized  in  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  was  confirmed  by  Bish- 
op Williams,  and  lie  has  helped  liberally  to- 
wards the  building  of  all  the  churches  in  Port- 
land. 

HENRY  TERRY  POTTER,  for  many 
years  a well-known  business  man  of  Saybrook, 
Middlesex  county,  was  born  April  25,  1845, 
son  of  Henry  Potter,  of  Enfield,  Conn.,  and 
died  August  1,  1893.  The  father,  who  died 
in  1892,  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
at  Saybrook,  and  after  the  son  reached  ma- 
turity the  firm  was  H.  Potter  & Son.  When 
a young  man  Henry  T.  Potter  engaged  in  gen- 
eral mercantile  business  at  Brattleboro,  Vt. 
Since  the  death  of  Henry  T.  Potter,  his  widow 
has  continued  the  coal  business  under  the  old 
name.  Politically  Mr.  Potter  was  a Re- 
publican, and  in  religion  he  was  a member  of 
the  Congregational  Church. 

On  October  17,  1877,  Mr.  Potter  married 
Mary  Stowe  Bushnell,  and  to  this  union  came: 
Henry  Bushnell,  born  July  21,  1878;  Frederick 
Terry,  born  May  8,  1881,  who  was  drowned 
January  22,  1889;  Arthur  Lindsay,  born  Au- 
gust 4,  1887;  and  Catherine,  born  January  31, 
1889,  who  died  April  9,  1889. 

Mrs.  Potter  is  descended  from  Jabez 
Stowe,  who  married  Annah  Lord  June  21, 
1744.  Their  children  were:  Ann,  born  in 

1746;  Jabez,  born  in  1749;  Sybil,  born  in 
1752;  Sarah,  born  in  1754;  and  Mary,  born  in 
1758.  The  last  named  married,  in  1765,  Capt. 
David  Newell,  who  was  a lifelong  sailor. 
Their  children  were:  Mary  Ann,  who  was 

the  lirst  wife  of  John  Bushnell,  and  grandmo- 
ther'of  Mrs.  Potter,  and  William,  who  sailed 
to  all  parts  of  the  word. 

Richard  M.  Bushnell,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Potter,  was  born  October  id,  1825,  in  Say- 
brook, and  came  of  an  old  family,  which  is 


more  fully  mentioned  elsewhere.  He  received 
his  schooling  in  his  native  place,  and  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  years  engaged  as  clerk  in  a store  in 
Clinton,  Conn.  Before  long  he  made  his  way 
to  the  city  of  New  York.  When  he  was  twen- 
ty-seven he  went  to  Florida,  where,  the  follow- 
ing year,  he  was  married  to  the  daughter  of 
his  employer.  He  was  for  a time  an  employe, 
and  then  became  an  important  stockholder  in 
the  business,  and  his  interest  is  still  retained  in 
the  family.  Mr.  Bushnell  married  Sarah  Over- 
man, daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
(Lindsay)  Overman,  who  were  of  German  de- 
scent. ‘The  mother,  who  died  at  Bagdad, 
Santa  Rosa  Co.,  Fla.,  April  29,  1901,  was  born 
December  13,  1834.  The  father  remained  in 
the  South  many  years,  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Simpson  & 
Co.,  which  concern  owns  two  large  mills  and 
other  valuable  property.  He  died  March  12, 
1885,  having  spent  considerable  of  his  time  for 
some  years  prior  to  this  in  his  native  town. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bushnell  were  born:  Will- 
iam John,  who  was  drowned  at  Peek  slip,  New 
York;  Mary  Stowe,  Mrs.  Potter;  Fanny  Sterl- 
ing, who  married  Rev.  Charles  H.  Stevens,  of 
the  city  of  New  York;  Elizabeth  Lindsay,  who 
married  Ernest  W.  Menefee,  of  Montgomery, 
Ala. ; Catherine,  who  married  D.  Arnold  Kel- 
logg, a merchant  at  Saybrook  Point ; Richard 
Norton,  who  married  Annie  B.  Chalker,  and 
resides  at  Pensacola;  Frederick  Newell,  who 
married  Ida  Simpson,  and  resides  at  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.;  Annie  Overman,  wife  of  Richard 
B.  Simpson,  of  Laurel  Hill,  Fla.;  and  Ralph 
Gaylord,  of  Bagdad,  Florida. 

EDWIN  N.  HUBBARD,  of  the  firm  of 
Carrier  & Hubbard,  the  leading  liverymen  of 
Middletown,  Middlesex  countv.  was  born  Au- 
gust 20,  1838,  on  West  Long  Hill,  in  the  same 
town,  and  is  a son  of  Hon.  Alfred  and  Tulia 
Ann  (Paddock)  Hubbard.  His  long  line  of  an- 
cestry mnv  be  traced  in  the  review  of  the  ITub- 
bard  familv  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Hubbard  had  the  common  schooling 
afforded  by  the  district  in  his  hovhood  days, 
one  of  his  earliest  teachers  being  Miss  Mary 
Meigs,  of  Durham.  He  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  but  for  a time  was  employed  in  the 
mill  of  Hubbard  Brothers,  in  Middletown. 
When  alxmt  twenty-one  vears  of  age  he  was 
seized  with  a desire  for  travel  and  adventure, 
and  on  October  15,  1859.  he  and  a companion, 
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Dyer  Crowell,  sailed  from  New  York  on  the 
clipper  ship  “National  Guard,”  for  Texas,  with 
the  intention  of  engaging  in  stock  raising. 
Mr.  Hubbard  went  to  Refugio-  county,  a bor- 
der locality,  but  did  not  follow  stock  raising 
very  long,  as  he  was  too1  fond  of  adventure, 
and  roamed  over  the  greater  part  of  the  fron- 
tier, encountering  dangers  of  all  descriptions. 

In  18:61  he  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-first 
Texas  Cavalry,  under  Col.  Carter,  and  was 
assigned  to'  Gen.  Kirby  Smith’s  division,  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department,  and  was  also  a part  of 
the  time  under  Gen.  Marmaduke,  of  Missouri. 
He  saw  three  years  of  active  service  between 
Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  and  Shreveport,  La. 
His  term  of  enlistment  expired  about  the  time 
that  Gen.  Banks  started  with  his  expedition  up 
the  Red  River,  and  he  was  discharged  at 
Shreveport. 

Mr.  Hubbard  then  joined  a,  party  of  young 
men  from  the  North  and  went  to  Liberty 
county,  Texas,  thence  'riding  horseback  500 
miles  to  Mier,  Mexico',  where  they  sold  their 
animals.  They  walked  125  miles  to  Mata- 
moras,  where  Mr.  Hubbard  arrived  without 
money  enough  to  pay  toll  for  crossing  the 
bridge  to  Brownsville,  which  was.  then  held  by 
the  Federal  troops.  His  500-mile  ride  and 
125-mile  walk  had  been  full  of  interesting  and 
sometimes  dangerous  experiences  but  Mr. 
Hubbard  was  a care-for-nothing  young  man, 
with  any  amount  of  tact  and  resources.  After 
making  his  way  into  Brownsville,  he  hired  out 
in  a harness  shop',  although  he  knew  absolutely 
nothing  about  the  business ; but  he  was  a nat- 
ural mechanic  and  deft  in  the  use  of  tools, 
and  two  months  later  was  offered  the  foreman- 
ship,  so  readily  had  lie  taken  up  the  work. 
However,  he  declined,  and  left  Brownsville  in 
a small  boat  plying  between  Matamoras  and 
the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  River ; but  the 
boat  ran  upon  a.  sandbar,  and  after  a forty-mile 
walk  Mr.  Hubbard  reached  Brazos  Santiago, 
took  boat  for  New  Orleans,  and  arrived  in  the 
Crescent  City  July  4,  1864,  again  “broke.” 
He  soon  found  employment  on  the  other  side 
of  the  river,  at  Algiers,  in  a harness  shop, 
where  Government  work  was  being  done,  tak- 
ing the  place  of  a man  who  had  served  his  full 
time  at  the  trade,  but  had  been  discharged  for 
incompetency.  Mr.  Hubbard,  nevertheless, 
was  able  to1  hold  the  position  from!  July  until 
October  4,  1864,  at  $3  per  day  of  nine  hours’ 


work,  and  then  left  because  an  attempt  was 
made  to  lengthen  the  day  to  ten  hours. 

Mr.  Hubbard  had  now  been  away  from  his 
home  almost  five  years,  the  last  three  of  which 
his  people  had  not  heard  from  him,  and,  as 
they  knew  he  had  enlisted,  they  supposed  he 
had  been  killed.  Of  course,  by  writing,  lie 
could  have  secured  the  necessary  means  for  his 
expenses  back,  but  he  was  too  independent  to 
take  such  a course,  and  preferred  to  get  along 
as  he  did.  By  the  intercession  of  a friend  who 
was  acquainted  with  the  head  steward  of  the 
steamer  “Yazoo,”  he  was  permitted  to  leave 
New  Orleans  on  that  vessel  for  New  York  Oc- 
tober 4,  1864,  and  landed  in  the  latter  port  Oc- 
tober 15th,  just  five  years  after  his  departure 
in  1859 — five  years  of  such  experience  as  few 
young  men  could  chronicle.  On  arriving  in 
Middletown  he  was  not  at  first  recognized,  in- 
asmuch as  it  was  thought,  as  has  been  men- 
tioned above,  that  he  had  been  killed  in  the 
Civil  war. 

Mr.  Hubbard  remained  at  his  Connecticut 
home  until  January  18,  1865,  on  which  day  he 
married  and  at  once  set  out  with  his  bride 
Central  America1,  where  he  intended  to'  engage 
in  raising  coffee  and  other  products  of  that 
clime.  They  sailed  from  Boston  and  landed  at 
Truxillo,  in  Honduras,  thence  going  to>  Omoa, 
and  spent  about  a year  in  that  country,  when 
Mr.  Hubbard  decided  that  the  outlook  was  not 
promising,  and  so  returned  to  Middletown, 
Conn.  There,  in  partnership  with  Wilbur  F. 
Burrows,  he  engaged  in  wood  turning,  but 
later  bought  the  interest  of  Mr.  Burrows  and 
was  alone  for  a short  time,  when  he  sold  the 
plant  to  Hubbard  Brothers,  in  whose  employ 
he  remained  awhile. 

Oh  January  1,  1870,  Mr.  Hubbard  bought 
B.  C.  Bacon’s  plumbing  establishment,  which 
he  conducted  alone  for  several  years,  finally 
admitting  E.  B.  Smith  as  a partner.  Subse- 
quently Mr.  Hubbard  sold  his  interest  in  this 
branch  of  trade  and  bought  the  insurance 
agency  hitherto-  carried  on  by  C.  Shepard, 
which  he  has  managed  most  successfully  ever 
since,  in  connection  with  other  lines  of  busi- 
ness. In  1880  he  purchased  the  hardware 
store  of  Nehemiah  Hubbard,  near  the  corner 
of  Center  and  Main  streets,  but  he  finally  closed 
this  out  and  established  a fish  market,  which, 
in  1896,  he  disposed  of  to  George  Pitt.  On  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1896,  he  became  a member  of  the  firm 
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of  Carrier  & Hubbard,  who  have  'the  best 
equipped  livery  establishment  in  Middletown. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Hubbard  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Mary  E.  Sears,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Elisha  Sears,  of  South  Farms, 
Conn.  She  bore  her  husband  two  children, 
viz. : Hendley  W.,  now  a machinist  of  Mid- 

dletown; and  Alfred  E.,  a graduate  of  the  New 
York  College  of  Physicians  & Surgeons,  of 
the  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  also  of  medi- 
cal institutions  abroad,  who>  is  now  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession  in  the  city  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  residing  at  Borough  Park,  that  city. 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  (Sears)  Hubbard  passed  away 
in  1886,  and  Mr.  Hubbard  subsequently  mar- 
ried Miss  Ida  S.  Russell,  of  Haddam  Neck. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hubbard  was  a Democrat 
up  to  1896,  when  he  cast  his  Presidential  vote 
for  William  McKinley;  fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  at 
Middletown.  Mrs.  Hubbard  is  a consistent 
member  of  the  South  Congregational  Church. 
Notwithstanding  his  varied  and  adventurous 
career  through  life,  and  his  extended  business 
experience,  Mr.  Hubbard  is  a quiet,  unassum- 
ing, plain-going  gentleman,  widely  known 
and  universally  honored  and  esteemed. 

CLEMAN  E.  BURR,  a respected  and 
well-to-do  citizen  of  Durham,  is  a descendant 
of  one  of  the  oldest  Middlesex  county  fam- 
ilies. 

David  Burr,  his  grandfather,  was  a farmer, 
and  resided  in  the  Burr  District  of  the  town 
of  Haddam.  He  was  the  largest  landholder 
in  that  vicinity,  and  got  out  a great  deal  of  ship 
timber,  which  was  disposed  of  to  the  ship- 
builders along  the  Connecticut  river.  He  con- 
tinued to  reside  on  the  farm  until  a few  years 
before  his  death,  when  he  removed  to  Higga- 
nuirn,  making  his  home  with  a daughter,  and 
there  lie  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
six  years;  he  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  in 
the  Burr  District.  Physically  he  was  a man 
of  large  build,  and  in  his  prime  was  capable 
of  a great  deal  of  hard  work.  In  political  faith 
lie  was  a Jeffersonian  Democrat,  and  took  an 
active  interest  in  public  affairs.  I le  was  a 
member  of  the  old  militia,  and  was  at  Say- 
brook  during  the  war  of  1812.  lie  attended 
the  Methodist  Church,  of  which  his  wife 
was  an  active  member.  David  Burr  married 
Polly  Blatclrley,  of  Killingvvortli,  whom  lie  sur- 
vived  a number  of  years,  and  they  rest  side  by 


side.  They  had  children  as  follows : ( 1 ) 

Henry  E.,  a farmer,  resided  in  Haddam,  where 
he  died.  He  married  (first)  Harriet  Beebe, 
and  (second)  Ellen  Fuller.  (2)  Benjamin 
B.,  a farmer,  residing  in  Haddam,  married 
Clarissa  Beebe.  He  died  in  1902.  (3)  La- 

vina  married  Darius  Skinner,  of  Higganum, 
where  she  died.  (4)  Stephen  D.  was  the  fa- 
ther of  Cleman  E.  * (5)  Elizabeth,  widow 
of  Samuel  Dickinson,  who  died  in  the  Civil 
war,  resides  in  Higganum.  (6)  Lydia  is  the 
widow  of  George  Lane,  and  lives  in  Guilford, 
Conn.  (7)  Leander  married  Adeline  Lane, 
and  resides  in  Middletown.  (8)  Polly  died 
young.  (9)  David. 

Stephen  D.  Burr  was  born  in  the  Burr  Dis- 
trist  of  Haddam  in  October,  1820,  and  was 
reared  to  hard  work  on  the  farm.  For  a few 
short  months  in  the  winter  he  attended  the  dis- 
trict school.  When  a young  man  he  was  em- 
ployed a few!  years  in  a silver  plate  shop  at 
Wallingford,  and  later,  after  his  marriage,  he 
purchased  a small  farm  near  the  homestead, 
upon  which  place  he  erected  a house.  In  time 
he  added  to  the  acreage  of  the  farm,  quite  suc- 
cessfully engaging  in  the  cutting  of  fire  wood, 
sawed  lumber  and  cross  ties.  He  became  a 
well-to-do  and  respected  citizen,  continuing  ac- 
tive until  his  death,  in  November,  1897.  He 
was  a Democrat  in  politics,  but  never  cared 
for  office.  Pie  attended  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  Burr  married  Fanny  A.  Lane,  of  Guilford, 
who  was  born  in  November,  1818,  daughter  of 
Hiel  Lane,  a farmer  there.  She  died  in  March, 
1895,  an(I  both  she  and  her  husband  are  bur- 
ied in  the  Burr  District  cemetery.  Their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Walter  IP,  a mer- 

chant and  farmer,  died  in  Sandstone,  Vernon 
Co.,  Mo.;  he  married  (first)  Rosa  Olin,  and 
(second)  Mary  Russell.  His  children  were 
W esley  S.  and  Vesta.  ^2)  Cleman  E.  is  our 
subject.  (3)  Frank  O.  is  a farmer,  residing 
in  North  Branford,  Conn.  He  married  Sarah 
Russell,  and  their  children  arc  Luc  ret  in  IP  and 
Llewellyn  F.  (4)  Ida  R.  married  Henry' 
Lane,  a farmer  in  Guilford.  Conn.,  and  has  one 
son,  Wilbur  B. 

Cleman  E.  Burr  was  lx>rn  October  t8, 
1851,  in  Haddam.  and  attended  the  Burr  Dis- 
trict school.  The  summer  season  and  vaca- 
tions were  s|>cnt  in  assisting  his  father.  At 
the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  left  home  and 
worked  as  ironmolder  in  the  foundry  of  I.  S. 
Spencer’s  Sons,  at  Guilford,  being  employed 
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there  for  . about  two  years.  The  indoor  life 
did  not  agree  with  him,  and,  having  a desire 
for  outdoor  life,  he  returned  to  Haddam,  and 
purchased  of  Gilbert  Gladding  the  Eleazer 
Burr  place,  a farm  of  about  125  acres,  located 
in  the  Burr  District.  On  this  farm  he  resided 
until  November,  1898,  when  he  removed  to 
Durham,  and  he  now  devotes  his  time  to  the 
management  of  his  business  interests.  While 
residing  on  the  farm  above  mentioned  he  was 
■quite  extensively  engaged  in  the  timber  busi- 
ness, getting  out  ties  and  heavy  timber,  in 
which  he  was  very  successful.  About  six- 
teen years  ago  he  set  out  a cranberry  bog  on 
his  farm  and  devoted  considerable  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  that  product.  Since  coming 
to  Durham  he  has  disposed  of  that  farm,  but  he 
still  owns  large  tracts  of  land  in  Haddam  and 
Killingworth,  which  he  had  purchased  from 
time  to  time.  In  1897,  in  company  with  an- 
other party,  he  set  out  a cranberry  bog  in 
Pond  Meadow  District,  in  the  town  of  Killing- 
worth,  which  covers  twelve  acres,  and  is  the 
largest  and  best  kept  bog  in  the  State. 

On  August  25,  1878,  Mr.  Burr  was  mar- 
ried, in  Killingworth,  to  Kate  A.  Dewey,  who 
was  born  October  27,  1850,  in  Columbia,  Tol- 
land Co.,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Elmore  G.  and 
Elizabeth  (Lyman)  Dewey.  She  died  Octo- 
ber 9,  1900,  and  is  buried  in  Pine  Grove  cem- 
etery. Three  children  graced  this  union : 
Vera  Elsie  was  born  December  5,  1880;  Grace 
Dewiey  was  born  May  13,  1884;  Erwin  Rupert, 
born  August  5,  1886,  was  a very  manly  boy, 
dearly  loved  by  all,  and  his  death,  April  2, 
1900,  was  deeply  mourned. 

In  politics  Mr.  Burr  is  a Democrat,  but  he 
has  never  cared  for  office.  He  attends  and  lib- 
erally supports  the  Congregational  Church, 
of  which  denomination  his  beloved  wife  was 
a member  at  Columbia.  Mr.  Burr  is  a good 
citizen,  highly  respected  for  those  sterling  qual- 
ities that  make  honorable  self-reliant  men. 

ROGER  KENNEDY,  who  stands  proba- 
bly alone  in  his  class  of  the  self-made  men  of 
Middletown,  is  well  deserving  of  the  place  in 
the  business  world  accorded  to-  him. 

Born  in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  in  1847, 
Mr.  Kennedy  is  a son  of  Patrick  Kennedy, 
whose  father  and  grandfather  were  both 
named  Martin.  The  Kennedys  were  well-to- 
do  farming  people  in  their  section,  and  for 
generations  owned  the  same  property.  Mrs. 


Margaret  Kennedy,  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  a daughter  of  David  Welch,  who  was  a 
merchant,  as  were  also  his  progenitors.  Pat- 
rick and  Margaret  (Welch)  Kennedy  had  a 
family  of  five  children : Martin,  who  died  in 

New  York;  David,  who  was  a member  of  the 
grocery  firm  of  Kennedy  Brothers,  South  \ 

Farms,  Conn.,  and  died  in  that  village;  Miss  I! 

Ellen,  making  her  home  with  her  brother  Pat-  ij 

rick  at  South  Farms;  Patrick  (just  men- 
tioned), formerly  of  the  firm  of  Kennedy  II 

Brothers,  living  retired;  and  Roger,  the  sub-  I 

ject  proper  of  these  lines.  In  1847  the  par- 
ents came  to  the  United  States  with  two  of 
their  sons,  Martin  and  David,  and  in  the  fol-  [ 

lowing'  year  Ellen  and  Patrick  were  brought  ] 

over  by  friends,  Roger  being  left  behind,  as  J 

he  was  too  young.  The  family  lived  in  New 
York  a short  time,  and  then  removed  to  } 

Springfield,  Mass.,  settling  in  what  was  then  \ 

known  as  Cabot,  now  a part  of  the  city  of  ? 

Springfield,  and  there  the  father  followed  mer- 
cantile pursuits.  Later  they  came  to  Connecti-  * 
cut,  at  first  locating  in  Portland,  Middlesex 
county.  Patrick  Kennedy  (the  father)  had  f 

been  a farmer  in  Ireland,  and  before  coming  ' 

tO'  this  country  leased  his  farm  for  twelve  i 

years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  > 

to  Ireland  in  order  fi>  arrange  his  affairs  ; but  ? 

being  a few  days  late  in  arriving,  litigation  ; 

followed  which  lasted  two  years  before  he  ; 

could  secure  a settlement.  He  then  returned  1 

to  the  United  States,  bringing  his  son  Roger,  , 

who  had  been  left  in  Ireland,  as  already  i 

related.  After  a voyag'e  of  two  weeks  they  ! 

landed  at  Newi  York,  thence  proceeding  by 
water  to  Middletown,  where  they  arrived  on  j 
the  morning  of  Good  Friday,  1862.  From 
this  time  on  the  parents  made  their  home  in 
Middletown,  the  father  dying  there  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three  years,  the  mother  when  ! 
seventy-six,  and  both  are  buried  in  St.  John’s  ji 
cemetery. 

In  Ireland  Roger  Kennedy  was  reared  by 
friends  until  his  fourteenth  year,  during  which 
period  he  attended  the  common  schools,  and 
after  coming  to  Middletown  he  pursued  his 
studies  at  the  Williams  street  school.  His 
first  work  here  was  pulling  turnips  at  twenty- 
five  cents  per  day,  his  meager  earnings  going 
toward  the  support  of  the  family.  His  ambi- 
tion and  honesty  of  purpose,  together  with  the 
determination  to  make  for  himself  an  hon- 
orable place  and  standing,  soon  placed  him 
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on  a sure  foundation,  and  lie  has  since 
marched  steadily  onward.  His  first  work  of 
any  magnitude  was  the  driving  of  piles  and 
the  building  of  caissons  for  the  Air  Line 
bridge  between  Middletown  and  Portland,  as 
i.  sub-contractor.  Then  followed  a series  of 
contracts  in  bridge  and  dock  building  that  ex- 
tended from  New  Haven  to1  New  London 
along  the  shore,  and  from  Hartford  to  Say- 
brook  on  the  Connecticut  river.  Among  his 
contracts  were  the  building  of  the  bridges  at 
i Westbrook  and  Clinton;  the  old  ice  dock  at 
Niantic,  erected  some  thirty  years  ago;  the 
, first  dock  at  Fenwick;  and  many  ot  the 
docks  at  Middletown,  Portland  and  Glaston- 
bury. He  has  built  all  the  dock  in  use  along 
the  river  front  with  few  exceptions.  He  also 
did  a large  business  in  steering,  and  for  sev1 
eral  years  handled  all  the  coal  that  was  un- 
loaded from  boats  on  the  river  between  Say- 
brook  and  Wethersfield,  while  for  a number 
of  years  he  was  harbormaster  at  Middletown. 
About  1894  he  began  to  deal  in  ice,  and  he 
has  ice-houses  at  Fort  Plill  with  a capacity  of 
5,000'  tons,  in  addition  to  natural  ice  cut  from 
his  own  reservoir  handling  the  ice  manufac- 
tured in  New  Haven.  Until  May,  1898,  he 
was  engaged  in  the  coal  business,  when  he 
sold  out  to  the  Middletown  Coal  Company, 
the  company  also'  acquiring  valuable  dock 
privileges  from  Mr.  Kennedy;  previouslv.  for 
1 some  time,  Mr.  Kennedy  was  associated  in  the 
coal  business  with  Hendley  Hubbard,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Kennedy  & Hubbard.  In 
addition  to  large  real-estate  holdings  he  has  a 
splendid  tract  of  some  thirty  acres  on  Fort 
Hill,  gently  sloping  toward  the  river,  the  out- 
1 look  of  which  is  delightful,  while  the  situation 
is  healthful.  It  offers  excellent  opportunity 
for  the  location  of  residences.  Mr.  Kennedy 
has  acquired  his  large  property  holdings  solely 
by  his  energy,  perseverance  and  good  business 
management.  Through  his  over  twenty-five 
years  of  business  experience  he  has  made  his 
word  as  good  as  his  bond  and  to-dav  he  is 
one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  in 
Middletown.  He  has  always  been  a hard 
worker,  exemplary  in  his  habits,  and  as  quiet 
and  unassuming  as  man  could  be.  while  his 
integrity  has  never  l>een  questioned.  To  Mr. 
Kennedy  probably  more  than  toanv  other  man 
in  Middletown  is  due  the  credit  for  securing 
the  location  at  Middletown  of  the  New  Fug 
land  Knameling  Company,  to  which  concern 


he  gave  the  ground,  on  Asylum  street,  on 
which  their  plant  is  located.  Mr.  Kennedy  is 
industrious,  and  ably  manages  the  men  under 
him,  not  working  them  too  hard,  yet  getting 
excellent  results.  He  is  an  honored  man,  tem- 
perate at  all  times  in  his  habits,  and  justly  con- 
sidered one  of  the  better  class  of  citizens  of 
Middletown.  Thoroughly  progressive,  he  es- 
timates highly  the  advantages  of  education. 
His  fortunate  selection  of  a wife  has  been  of 
considerable  help  to  him. 

On  February  5,  1880,  Roger  Kennedy 
married  Miss  Annie  Joyce,  of  South  Glaston- 
bury, Conn.,  born  in  1856,  at  Portland,  Conn., 
a daughter  of  Patrick  and  Mary  (Crotty) 
Joyce,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  had  a family 
of  one  son  and  five  daughters,  Mrs.  Kennedy 
being  the  youngest  child.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kennedy  have  come  the  following  children  : 
Maggie,  born  November  25,  1880,  died  Au- 
gust 15,  1883;  Patrick  G.,  born  January  13, 
1883,  took  a four  years'  course  at  St.  Thomas 
Seminary,  in  Hartford,  and  is  associated  with 
his  father;  Roger  B.,  born  hi  ay  30,  1885.  is 
living  at  home,  and  is  identified  with  his  fa- 
ther; Mary  E.,  born  December  15,  1887,  is 
being  educated  in  the  convent  of  the  Holy 
Family,  at  Baltic,  Conn. ; David  H.  and  Alice 
C.,  born  November  6,  1892,  and  July  16,  1895. 
respectively,  are  both  at  home.  The  parents 
and  children  are  all  members  of  St.  John's 
Catholic  Church  at  Middletown.  In  April, 
1889,  Mr.  Kennedy  built  his  comfortable  and 
commodious  home  at  Fort  Hill,  Middletown, 
off  of  Asylum  street,  and  there  the  family 
live,  enjoying  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the 
entire  community. 

FRANK  P.  SMITH,  the  well  known  and 
popular  proprietor  of  the  “Chester  House."  at 
Chester,  Middlesex  county,  conducts  a hos- 
telry that  has  gained  merited  equitation  for 
the  excellence  of  its  cuisine  and  appointments, 
which  secure  for  it  a large  patronage  from  the 
traveling  public,  as  well  as  front  residents  of 
the  town  itself. 

Frank  P.  Smith  was  1*>rn  in  Moodus,  this 
county,  May  <>,  1854,  son  ot  Abner  C.  and  Lu- 
cinda (Arnold)  Smith,  \bner  Smith,  the  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  Frank  I’.,  lived  and  died 
at  Millington,  Conn. : he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. Joseph  Arnold,  the  founder  of  the  \mold 
family  in  \mcrica.  cane  to  lladdam  in  too_>. 
and  was  one  of  the  twenty-eight  proprietary 
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settlers  there.  David  Arnold,  the  great-grand- 
father of  Mr.  Smith  on  the  maternal  side,  was 
born  on  Turkey  Hill,  this  county,  and  the 
house  in  which  he  was  born  is  still  standing 
and  in  good  condition.  He  was  a farmer  by 
occupation  and  died  when  still  a compara- 
tively young  man.  Nine  children  were  born 
to  himself  and  wife:  John  lived  in  Lynn, 

Mass. ; David  lived  in  Pennsylvania ; Samuel 
lived  in  Haddann;  Curtis  migrated  West; 
Alanson  lived  in  Massachusetts;  Horace  was 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject;  Cynthia  mar- 
ried Solomon  Shader;  Jerusha  married  Ira 
Shader;  Clarissa  married  a Mr.  Hotchkiss. 

Horace  Arnold,  Mr.  Smith's  maternal 
grandfather,  was  born  May  29,  1 796,  on  Tur- 
key Hill,  in  Had cllam,  was  reared  on  a farm 
and  later  employed  in  a grocery  until  a short 
time  after  his  marriage,  when  he  purchased  a 
place  on  Turkey  Hill  adjoining  that  on  which 
he  was  born,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  active  life.  His  death  occurred  in  Chester, 
at  the  home  of  our  subject,  where  lie  had  re- 
sided after  his  retirement,  some  three  years 
previously.  The  sad  event  which  robbed  the 
community  of  one  of  its  most  respected1  citi- 
zens occurred  May  6,  1884.  Horace  Arnold  was 
a hard-working-  man,  and  even  during-  his  later 
years,  although  a sufferer  from  rheumatism,  he 
insisted  upon  performing  his  usual  tasks.  The 
military  record  of  this  good  man  was  most 
creditable,  he  having  served  gallantly  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  in  the  old  militia  of  Haddam, 
and1  he  drew  a pension  for  injuries  received. 
He  was  a man  of  fine  physique,  being  over  six 
feet  tall,  and  weighing,  in  his  prime,  more 
than  two  hundred  pounds.  On  February  10, 
1818',  Horace  Arnold  was  married  to  Sylvia 
White,  who  was1  born  September  25,  1793,  in 
Haddam,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Abigail 
(Bates)  White.  Mrs.  Arnold  died  in  Had- 
dam January  2,  1881,  her  death  occurring  quite 
suddenly,  for  she  was  apparently  in  the  best 
of  health,  never  having  been  ill,  or  taken  a;  dose 
of  medicine  in  her  life,  and  soi  vigorous  that 
she  did  all  of  her  housework  until  the  day  of 
her  death.  These  two  good  people  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
They  lived  together  nearly  sixty-three  years  in 
the  house  in  which  Mrs.  Arnold  died,  and  are 
buried  side  by  side  in  the  Turkey  Hill  ceme- 
tery. Seven  children  were  born  to-  them  : Eliz- 
abeth A.,  born  October  5,  1818,  died  Novem- 
ber 22,  1831.  Jerusha  A.,  born  October  2, 


1820,  was  married  November  26,  1840,  to  Syl- 
vester Dickinson,  of  Haddam,  and  moved,  to 
Ohio',  where  they  resided  several  years;  she 
died  in  Haddam,  at  the  home  of  her  father, 
February  4,  1861.  Sylvia  L.,  born  September 
5,  1822,  died  October  14,  1853,  in  Haddam; 
she  was  married  twice,  first  time  November  2, 
18421,  to  Charles  Brainerd,  and  later  to  War- 
ren Pardee.  Lucinda,  born  June  12,  1825,  was 
the  mother  of  our  subject.  Horace  E.,  born 
July  17,  1827,  married  (first)  Susan  Gladwin, 
and  (second)  Maria  Parker;  he  was  a travel- 
ing salesman,  and  died  in  Amherst,  Mass.,  De- 
cember 2,  1897.  Davis  T.,  born  July  22,  1829, 
was  married  November  23,  1851,  to  Esther 
Dickinson ; he  is  a farmer,  residing  on  the 
homestead  on  Turkey  Hill.  Elizabeth  A.,  born 
January  26.  1832,  married  Brainerd  Ventres 
and  died  November  16,  1864,  in  Meriden;  her 
husband  was  a joiner  by  trade. 

Abner  C.  Smith,  father  of  Frank  P.,  was 
the  only  child  of  his  parents,  and  was  born 
November  9,  1825,  in  East  Hampton,  this 
county,  where  he  resided  until  he  was  about 
nineteen.  He  then  removed  to1  East  Haddam, 
learning  the  trade  of  shoemaker  from  a Mr. 
Hyde,  the  shop  standing  on  the  present  site  of 
the  residence  of  F.  C.  Fowler,  at  Moodus.  The 
factory  of  the  Hydes  was  a large  one  for  those 
days.  Abner  Smith  worked  at  his  trade  there 
for  several  years,  during  which  time  he  also- 
made  shoes  for  customers  of  his  own.  Later 
he  engaged  in  farming  for-  three  years,  con- 
ducting- a farm  in  East  Haddam.  When  the 
war  broke  out  he  enlisted,  from  East  Haddam, 
in  Company  C,  Twentieth  Connecticut  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  for  three  years,  and  fought 
with  his  regiment  in  all  the  battles  in  which 
it  participated.  In  the  last  engagement,  at  Ben- 
tonville,  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  leg,  and 
was  removed  to-  a hospital,  but  as  it  was  twenty 
miles  distant,  and  he  was  not  properly  cared 
for,  although  the  limb  was  amputated,  his 
death,  ensued,  on  March  28,  1865,  at  Golds- 
boro, N.  C.,  where  he  is  buried.  When  he  en- 
tered the  army  he  left  his  wife  with  a family  of 
four  children,  but  one  died  while  he  was  in 
the  service.  Abner  C.  Smith  and  Lucinda 
Arnold  were  married  October  18,  1846.  She 
is  still  living  and  resides  with  her  son  Frank 
P.  To  herself  and  husband  were  born  four 
children:  Ella  G.,.  born  July  1,  1849,  married 
Dr.  U.  S.  Cook,  of  Moodus;  Edgar  C.,  born 
October  3,  1851,  married  Harriet  Dibble,  and 
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is  living  in  Saybrook,  Conn. ; Frank  P.  is  men- 
tioned below;  Frederick  C.,  born  July  18, 
1857,  died  January  21,  1863. 

Frank  P.  Smith  attended  the  district 
schools  in  his  native  town  until  he  attained  the 
age  of  fourteen,  although  he  had  begun  to  sup- 
port himself  when  only  ten,  at  the  time  of  his 
father’s  death.  The  brave  little  fellow  worked 
for  the  farmers  in  the  vicinity  in  the  summer, 
attending  school  in  the  winter.  When  he  was 
fifteen  he  went  to  Deep  River,  Conn.,  and  was 
employed  in  a hotel  there,  by  a Mr.  Kellogg, 
as  chore  boy,  receiving  ten  dollars  a month, 
with  board  and  lodging.  From  1869  to  1872 
he  remained  with  Mr.  Kellogg  and  then  went 
to  northern  Michigan,  intending  to  embark  in 
the  lumber  business,  but  after  staying  there 
during  the  summer  of  1872  he  returned  to 
Connecticut,  and  accepted  a position  at  the 
“American  Hotel.”  There  he  remained  one 
year  and  then  acted  as  clerk  for  a summer  ho- 
tel at  Cayuga  IJake,  N.  Y.  Later  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  “American  Hotel,”  at  Hartford, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Moodus  and  man- 
aged the  “Barker  House”  for  three  years,  for 
the  widow  of  Charles  Barker,  the  former  pro- 
prietor. In  May,  1880,  he  came  to  Chester 
and  purchased  the  “Chester  House,”  from 
Frastus  Weaver,  conducting  it  as  a first-class 
hotel.  Tn  November,  1898,  Mr.  Smith  leased 
the  “Hotel  Middlesex,”  at  Middletown,  and 
conducted  it  successfully  until  April,  1900, 
when  he  disposed  of  the  property,  returning  to 
Chester  and  opening  up  the  “Chester  House,” 
which  had  been  closed  during  his  absence.  The 
hotel  is  a large,  roomy  building,  located  in  the 
business  center  of  the  town,  convenient  for 
everyone.  Mr.  Smith  has  recently  put  in  a 
new  Gurney  Water  Heater,  every  room  being 
heated,  and  the  house  is  supplied  with  running 
water  by  the  new  company  which  has  been  re- 
cently formed.  The  entire  interior  has  been 
redecorated,  and  it  is  now  considered  one  of 
the  best  hotels  in  Middlesex  county.  Mrs. 
Smith  has  brought  to  the  table  service  a first- 
class  reputation,  and  the  hotel  caters  to  a large 
number  of  traveling  men,  Mr.  Smith  himself 
meeting  all  trains.  The  hotel  also  has  a con- 
venient room  for  the  display  of  commercial 
men’s  samples,  a livery  stable,  a well  kept  pool 
and  billiard  room  and  a. fine  hall  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  dancing  parties.  Situated 
about  half  way  between  Middletown  and  Sa\ 
brook,  Chester  makes  a convenient  stopping 


place  for  those  who  wish  to  hunt  in  the  wooded 
tracts  or  fish  in  the  waters  near  by. 

Frank  P.  Smith  was  married  October  6, 
1878,  in  Moodus,  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Moody, 
who  was  born  June  12,  1859,  in  the  Parish  of 
Lisirow,  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  and  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  her  parents, 
James  and  Jane  ( Woods)  Moody,  when  four 
years  of  age.  She  is' of  stanch  Presbyterian 
stock.  Mrs.  Smith’s  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Moody,  born  about  1750,  was  a native  of 
the  Parish  of  Lisirow,  County  Armagh.  Ire- 
land. He  was  being  educated  for  the  ministry, 
but  upon  the  death  of  his  father  discontinued 
his  studies,  and  took  up  farming  as  a vocation, 
successfully  following  same  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  about  1813.  He  married  Jane  Andrews, 
of  Rich  Hill,  County  Armagh,  and  to  them 
were  born  ten  children:  John,  Robert.  Sallie, 
Mary,  Samuel,  Bessie,  Jane,  Martha,  Marga- 
ret and  James  (the  father  of  Mrs.  Smith.) 
Both  the  Moody  and  Woods  families  were  of 
Scottish  descent  the  ancestors  of  these  two 
families  in  Ireland  going  to  that  country  about 
the  time  of  the  Revolution  by  which  James  II 
was  dethroned,  and  William  and  Mary  were 
crowned.  This  was  perhaps  in  1688-89. 

James  Moody,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
County  Armagh,  Ireland,  and  died  at  East 
Haddam,  Conn.,  November  8,  1891.  He  was 
a successful  farmer  in  his  native  country  and 
also  in  this  country,  and  was  a man  highly 
esteemed  for  his  honorable  and  industrious 
life.  He  married  Jane  Woods,  a native  of 
County  Down,  Ireland,  whose  mother  was 
Hannah  IToosic,  of  Scotland.  Mrs.  Mooclv 
died  at  Haddam  Neck,  Conn.,  in  March,  1000. 
Mrs.  and  Mrs.  James  Moody  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1853,  landing  at  New  York, 
and  brought  three  children  with  them:  Han- 

nah, born  June  1,  1845,  who  married  William 
Selden ; Mary,  born  in  June,  1847,  who  died 
September  24.  1862:  and  Margaret,  born  in 
March,  1850,  who  married  Nehemiah  Murkett. 
Returning  to  Ireland  in  1856,  they  took  with 
them  the  above  children  and-  also  two  born 
while  in  the  United  States:  W illiam  G.,  born 
in  February,  1853,  who  married  Lillian  C had- 
wick; and  John,  born  in  1854.  Pile  follow  ing 
children  were  born  in  Ireland:  James,  born 

| February  18.  1857,  who  married  Marv  Cone: 

! and  Sarah  J..  Mrs.  Frank  P.  Smith.  l*>rn  June 
12,  1859.  Tn  1863  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moodv  re- 
i turned  to  the  United  States,  bringing  all  the 
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above  named  children ; and  the  following  chil- 
dren were  afterward  horn  in  this  country.: 
Robert  J.,  horn  in  February,  1862,  who'  died 
August  16,  1867;  Samuel  Moses,  horn  in  No- 
vember, 1865,  who  died  August  16,  1869;  and 
Francis  H.,  born  in  March,  1868,  who-  died 
m June,  1884. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  had  five  chil- 
dren: (1)  Georgiana  Cook,  born  October  11, 

1880,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  the 
grammar  school  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  Mc- 
Lean Seminary  for  Young  Ladies,  at  Sims- 
bury, Conn. ; she  taught  school  three  terms  and 
held  the  position  of  governess  in  New  York 
and  Brooklyn  for  two  years.  On  February  11, 
1902,  she  married  John  Frederick  Strong,  of 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  they  reside  in  South 
Norwalk,  Conn.,  where  Mr.  Strong  is  mana- 
ger of  the  Southern  New  England  Telephone 
Exchange.  (2)  Frederick  A.,  born  Novem- 
ber 21,  1883,  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools,  the  Deep  River  high  school,  and  the 
Middletown  high  school;  he  is  in  the  employ 
of  Pratt,  Read  & Co.,  of:  Deep  River.  (3) 
Donald  Ulysses,  born  September  19,  1885, 
was  a pupil  in  the  public  schools,  and  is  at- 
tending the  Middletown  high  school.  (4) 
Kittie  Louise  was  born  April  1,  1888.  (5) 

Vernon  Edgar  was  born  October  9,  1893. 

Having  had  so  long  and  varied  an  experi- 
ence as  a hotel  man,  Mr.  Smith  thoroughly 
understands  every  detail  of  the  business  and  is 
able  to  cater  to  his  guests  in  such  a manner  as 
to!  make  them  comfortable  and  contented.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  upholds  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  party,  but  is  not  an  office  seeker. 
The  family  is  a charming  one,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  are  people  of  whom  nothing  bur 
kind  words  can  be  said.  Their  hotel  is  made 
more  like  a home  for  their  guests  by  their  hos- 
pitality and  genial  manners,  and  they  have 
made  many  friends,  not  only  in  the  immediate 
vicinity,  but  throughout  the  country. 

MYRON  H.  JOHNSON  was  in  his  life- 
time one  of  the  best  known  of  the  younger 
men  in  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  where 
he  came  to  be  regarded  as  probably  as 
high  ,a  type  of  a citizen  for  his  years  as  the 
town  afforded.  He  was  a Middletown  product 
in  the  fullest  sense — born,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  that  town,  where  his  entire  life  was 
passed  with  the  exception  of  but  a brief  period 
during  the  latter  part,  when  he  had  business 


interests  in  Hartford.  His  many  manly  quali- 
ties,  pleasant  manner,  genial  disposition  and  j 
straightforwardness  were  always  prominent 
characteristics.  To  the  many  who'  knew  him, 
and  upon  whose  heartstrings  he  had  a firm 
grip,  his  sudden  death  meant  a deep  personal  ; 
bereavement.  Of  the  unconscious  art  of  win- 
ning friends  and  keeping  them,  he  was’  a 
master. 

Mr.  Johnson  belonged  to'  one  of  the  old 
and  respected  families  of  Middletown,  one  that  . 
has  been  identified  with  the  history  of  New 
England  from  an  early  period.  He  was  born  ; 
June  12,  1862,  in  the  Johnson  Lane  District 
of  Middletown,  son  of  Henry  C.  and  Nancy  \ 
Adaline  (Hubbard)  Johnson,  mention  of 
whom  will  be  found  elsewhere.  He  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm,  and  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools.  Until  1882  he  assisted  his 
father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  place, 
and  then  accepted  a position  with  the  Middle- 
town  Plate  Company,  as  a workman.  A year  [ 
later  he  returned  to  the  homestead,  and  in  * 
company  with  his  brother,  Arthur,  relieved  his  | 
father  of  its  management,  conducting  the  farm  J 
and  dairy  business  in  an  able  manner.  Mr. 
Johnson  was  a man  of  splendid  natural  busi-  I 
ness  ability,  and  in  addition  to1  farming  and 
dairying  in  Johnson  Lane,  carried  on  an  in-  1 
surance  and  real-estate  business  in  Hartford,  f 
under  the  firm  name  of  Bullard,  Johnson  & • 
Shipman,  his  associates  being  John  E.  Bullard  j 
and  James  Shipman. 

On  November  23,  1881,  Mr.  Johnson  mar-  j 
ried  Miss  Mary  E.  Brock,  a daughter  of  ; 
Henry  J.  and  Sarah  T.  (Roberts)  Brock,  of  1 
Middletown.  To  this  union  no  children  were  | 
born.  In  politics  Mr.  Johnson  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  party,  but  his  political  strength 
was,  however,  by  noi  means  confined  to  that  j 
party.  He  was  elected  assessor  of  Middle-  ■ 
town,  and  subsequently  selectman,  serving  in 
the  latter  capacity  in  1891-92-93.  In  whatever 
capacity  he  acted  as  a public  servant  his  dut-  : 
ies  were  discharged  with  marked  fidelity  and 
business  ability.  His  untimely  death,  on 
March  17,  1900,  after  but  a few  days  illness, 
cut  short  a career  that  certainly  had  a btight 
future,  as  well  as  one  that  had  been  more  than 
ordinarily  successful.  Fraternally  he  was  a 
member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.;  ; 
Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  8,  K.  T. ; Pyramid  : 
Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  : 
Bridgeport,  Conn. ; Arawana  Tribe  of  Red 
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Men ; and  Hose  Company  No.  2,  of  Middle- 
town.  In  a Middletown  journal,  on  the  occa- 
sion of  his  death,  appeared  the  following: 
“Upright  and  honorable  in  his  business  deal- 
ings, courteous  and  genial  in  the  ordinary 
walks  of  life,  Mr.  Johnson  attracted  many 
friendships,  and  the  news  of  his  death  was 
heard  with  genuine  regret.” 

JOHN  A.  CARRIER.  The  Carrier  fam- 
ily is  of  Welsh  origin,  tracing  it  lineage  back 
to  one  Thomas  Carrier,  who  was  born  in  Wales 
about  the  year  1629.  He  was  a man  of  enor- 
mous height — tradition  says  that  he  stood  seven 
feet,  four  inches — with  other  physical  propor- 
tions correspondingly  developed.  On  account 
of  his  extraordinary  stature,  Charles  I.  of  Eng- 
land appointed  him  royal  executioner.  He 
married  Martha  Allen,  who  bore  him  three 
sons, — Thomas,  Andrew  and  Richard.  In 
1677  he  brought  his  family  to  America,  land- 
ing on  these  shores  December  4th,  of  that  year. 
They  settled  at  Andover,  Conn.,  and  there  en- 
countered an  abundance  (otf  trouble.  Those 
were  the  days  of  Cotton  Mather  and  the  Salem 
witchcraft  folly.  Superstition  was  in  the  as- 
cendant, and  malice  could  be  easily  gratified. 
Thomas  Carrier’s  wife  was  executed  as  a witch 
in  1692,  and  some  seven  years  later,  Thomas 
Carrier,  with  his  sons  and  their  families,  re- 
moved to  Colchester.  There  he  died,  after 
rounding  out  nearly,  if  not  quite,  a complete 
century. 

(II)  Richard  Carrier,  youngest  son  of 
Thomas,  married  Elizabeth  S.  Sessions,  at  An- 
dover, July  18,  1694.  She  was  born  in  that 
town  in  JO72,  and  died  March  6,  1704. 

(III)  John  Carrier,  son  of  Richard,  was 
born  in  1697,  at  Andover,  and  married  May 
Brown,  at  Colchester.  Of  their  children,  Abiah 
was  born  May  7,  1723,  and  married  Joseph 
Skinner.  Sybil  was  born  November  28,  1725. 
Mary  was  born  December  26,  1727.  Titus  is 
referred  to  below. 

(IV)  Titus  Carrier,  the  great-grandfather 

of  John  A.  Carrier,  was  born  August  23,  1733, 
and  died  July  26,  1795;  his  remains  were  in- 
terred in  the  Lake  View  cemetery,  at  East 
1 lampton.  I le  married  Mercy  Cook,  who  was 
born  February  17,  1745,  and  died  August  (>. 
1819.  Their  children  were:  Mary,  born  ( )c- 

tober  4,  1766;  John,  December  19.  1769: 
Richard,  February  23,  1774:  Mercy,  Ma\  15, 
177(1;  and  Titus. 
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(V)  Titus  Carrier  was  born 'July  24,  1781, 

in  Middle  Haddanr,  and  died  there  November 
3,  1848.  He  was  by  trade  a ship  carpenter, 
but  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life  had 
charge  of  the  tollgate  near  his  native  place. 
He  married  Mehitabel  Watrous,  who  was  born 
May  20,  1786,  and  died  December  6,  1876,  in 
her  ninety-first  year.  Their  children  were  sev- 
en in  number,  namely : Maria,  Alan-,  Alvin 

Cook,  Selden  N.,  Sarah  Ann,  John  and  Titus. 

(1)  Maria,  born  August  11,  1807,  married 
Chauncey  Arnold,  and  died  January  31,  1892. 

(2)  Mary,  born  July  11,  1809,  married  Charles 

Jacob,  and  died  December  22,  1894.  (3)  Al- 

vin Cook,  born  April  30,  1812,  died  Sqjtember 
1 5,  1858:  he  married  Sarah  Maria  Jacob,  who 
was  born  July  2,  1811,  and  died  September 
17,  1872.  (4)  Selden  N.  was  born  July  9. 

1814,  and  died,  unmarried,  June  30,  1835.  (5) 
Sarah  Ann,  born  January  30,  1817,  died  De- 
cember 5,  1837.  (6)  John  (the  father  of 

John  A.)  was  born  April  19,  1820,  and  died 
December  20,  1896.  (7)  Titus,  born  Au- 

gust 21,  1822,  married  Sarah  W.  Rogers,  and 
is  now  deceased. 

(VI)  John  Carrier  passed  his  life  in  Middle 
Haddam,  and  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife, 
the  mother  of  John  A.,  being  Adeline  Childs, 
to  whom  he  was  united  April  12.  1847.  Their 
union  was  blessed  with  but  one  child, — John 
A.  The  issue  of  the  second  marriage,  to  Man 
Hamilton,  was  four  daughters  and  one  son. 
Amelia  A.,  the  eldest,  was  born  November  12. 
1861,  and  lives  in  Middle  Haddam,  unmarried. 
Angeline,  born  August  26,  1863,  lives  in  the 
same  town,  as  does  also  Alvin  C.,  who  was 
born  November  6,  18(15.  Sophia  Childs,  horn 
July  25,  1869,  is  the  wife  of  John  II.  Selden. 
Jr.,  of  Middle  Haddam.  Noyes  B.  A.,  born 
September  1,  1871,  married  Grace  Coles,  of 
Middletown,  and  is  a prosperous  merchant  of 
East  Hampton.  John  Carrier,  the  father,  was 
a successful  business  man.  in  addition  to  con- 
ducting a store,  until  \\  ithin  a year  of  his  death, 
he  speculated  largely  in  lumber  and  horses, 
buying  the  horses  in  Vermont  and  the  W est, 
and  finding  a market  for  them  at  Middletown, 
lie  was  highly  esteemed  by  his  fellow  towns- 
men. who  not  only  elected  him  to  various  local 
offices,  hut  also  three  times  chose  him  as  their 
representative  in  the  Legislature.  Politically 
lie  was  a Democrat. 

( \T  I ) John  A.  Carrier  was  horn  in  Middle 
Haddam  February  7.  1855,  and  was  educated 
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in  the  common  schools  and  at  the  Glastonbury 
Academy.  His  school  days  over,  he  entered 
his  father's  store,  and  in  1895,  upon  the  lat- 
ter's retirement  from  business,  became  pro- 
prietor. He  is  also  an  extensive  dealer  in 
horses.  his  political  creed  is  Democratic, 
and  he  has  held  various  offices,  although  seek- 
ing none.  In  town  affairs  his  public  spirit  has 
forced  him  into  prominence,  and  he  has  served 
his  fellow  citizens  in  various  capacities,  among 
them  that  of  school  committeeman.  For  ten 
years  prior  to  1890,  he  was  postmaster  at  Mid- 
dle Haddam,  and  in  1895  represented  his  town 
in  the  Legislature,  serving  on  the  committee 
on  Unfinished  Business. 

On  January  16,  1878,  Mr.  Carrier  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  J.  Simp'- 
son,  a daughter  olf  Capt.  Edward  M.  and  Har- 
riet (Johnson)  Simpson,  and  they  have  two 
sons:  Paul  S.,  the  elder,  was  born  June  10, 

1880,  and  is  a stenographer  in  the  office  of  I. 
E.  Palmer,  of  Middletown.  The  younger, 
Alfred  B.,  was  born  July  12,  1882,  is  a gradu- 
ate of  the  Middletown  Business  College,  and  is 
employed  as  draughtsman  by  Fox  & Becker,  at 
Middletown. 

WALLACE  PORTER,  a citizen  of  Hig- 
ganum,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  who  belongs  to 
a family  well  and  favorably  known  in  this 
State,  is  a son  of  John  Porter.  His  grand- 
father was  a resident  of  Hebron,  Conn.,  near 
which  town  he  owned  and  operated  a farm. 
He  was  three  times  married,  the  children  of 
his  last  union  being:  Anna  and  Jasper,  who 

lived  on  the  old  homestead;  John,  the  fa- 
ther of  Wallace;  Royal,  who  lived  and  died 
in  Hebron;  Orlean,  who  lived  near  the  old 
homestead ; ana  Almira. 

John  Porter,  the  father  of  Wallace,  was  a 
native  of  Hebron,  born  in  1800,  and  died  in 
Middletown,  Conn.,  August  9,  i860.  He  was 
reared  in  the  town  of  his  birth,  but  later  moved 
to  Middletown,  where  he  successfully  engaged 
in  his  profession,  teaching  music.  He  gave  in- 
struction in  both  instrumental  and  vocal  music, 
and  became  interested  in  the  manufacture  of 
musical  instruments.  He  married  a daughter  of 
Hezekiah  Scovil,  of  Higganum,  and  they  reared 
the  following  family:  John  Scovil  passed 

the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Columbus,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  a well-known  musician ; he  died 
February  18,  1882,  in  Meriden,  Conn.  Jane 
died  September  5,  1837.  Joseph  married  Har- 


riet Stevens,  of  Cromwell;  he  lives  in  New 
Haven,  engaged  in  the  provision  business.  Ed- 
ward, wiho  lives  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  is  engaged 
in  the  musical  profession.  Alice  lives  in  Meri- 
den. Fanny  died  March  24,  1849.  Wallace 
is  the  subject  of  this  article. 

Wallace  Porter  was  born  December  25, 
1850,  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  lived  there 
until  he  was  ten  years  old,  going  later  to  rela- 
tives in  Columbus,  Ohio',  where  he  acquired  the 
greater  part  of  his  education.  When  about 
sixteen  years  of  age  he  entered  a machine  shop  ‘ 
in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  remained  there  un- 
til he  had  learned  that  trade.  In  1886,  Mr. 
Porter  removed  to  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  where  he 
conducted  a small  business  of  his  own,  follow- 
ing his  trade  until  his  removal  in  1894,  to-  Hig- 
ganum, Conn.,  where  he  has  since  been  located, 
employed  in  the  D.  & H.  Scovil  shops,  as  a 
machinist. 

On  September  29,  1881,  Mir.  Porter  was 
married,  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Florence 
G.  Wells,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Wells,  and 
they  have  had  children  as  follows : Ralph  W., 

born  January  13,  1884;  Whitney  Scovil,  Sep- 
tember 30,  1886;  Philip  Wells,  September  5, 
1888;  Harriet  Louise,  December  31,  1890;  | 

Florence  Adeline,  October  21,  1892;  Esther  . 
Caroline,  September  20,  1894;  and  Hezekiah  j 
Scovil,  June  4,  1896. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Porter  prefers  to  be  inde-  b 
pendent,  although  his  leanings  are  toward  the  ‘ 
Democratic  party.  Soon  after  he  attained  his  j 
majority  he  joined  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  | 
is  now  connected  with  Trumbull  Lodge,  No.  j 
22,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  New  Haven. 

Mr.  Porter  has  inherited  musical  talent  and  ; 
has  devoted  much  time  to’  its  development,  al- 
though he  has  not  made  it  his  principal  busi-  \ 
ness  in  life.  He  was  a church  organist  in  1 
New  Haven,  and  fills  the  same  position  in  Hig-  , 
ganum.  [I 

AUGUSTUS  S.  BACON.  For  many  years 
the  people  of  Middletown  have  marked  the  old 
carriage  shop  on  Washington  street,  between 
Main  and  Broad  street,  as  one  of  the  old-time 
institutions  of  the  city.  It  has  been  established 
for  more  than  half  a century,  and  was  founded 
by  Cornell  & Warner.  Alfred  Cornell  became 
sole  proprietor,  and  on  his  death  the  property  : 
was  purchased  from  the  estate  by  Augustus  S.  ' 
Bacon,  who  has  remodeled  it  to  suit  his  busi- 
ness needs.  He  does  no‘  carriage  building  or 
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repairing,  rents  the  blacksmith  shop,  and  has 
a full  line  of  vehicles  otf  every  description.  He 
has  converted  the  large  buildings  in  the  rear 
into  a fine  livery  and  feed  stable,  having  com- 
fortable accommodations  for  more  than  forty 
horses.  His  is  a clean  and  well  kept  establish- 
ment, thoroughly  up  to  date  in  every  respect. 

Mr.  Bacon  comes  from  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  and 
is  a member  also  of  the  Southmayd  family, 
long  known  in  Colonial  affairs.  He  is  in  the 
seventh  generation  if rom  Nathaniel  Bacon,  who 
came  to  Middletown  as  one  of  the  first  pro- 
proprietors, and  in  the  eighth  generation  from 
William  Bacon,  who  lived  and  died  in  Stret- 
ton  parish,  Rutlandshire,  England,  his  line 
of  descent  from  Nathaniel,  1630-1705,  being 
through  Elder  John,  1662-1732;  Lieut.  John, 
1 695-1 78 1 ; Joseph,  1728-1785;  Capt.  John, 
1776-1837;  and  John  P.,  1814-1898. 

Mr.  Bacon  was  born  May  22,  1851,  on 
Cherry  street,  Middletown,  in  what  was  known 
as  the  old  “Sage  house,”  youngest  son  of  John 
P.  and  Sarah  E.  (Southmayd)  Bacon,  who  are 
mentioned  elsewhere.  Mr.  Bacon  was  reared 
in  his  native  town,  attended  the  Green  street 
school  and  the  high  school,  and  was  a pupil 
in  the  private  schools  taught  by  Daniel  H. 
Chase  and  Prof.  Colton.  When  a young- 
man  he  worked  for  his  uncle,  William  Bacon, 
in  the  meat  business,  and  for  a time  had  a 
business  of  his  own  in  that  line  in  company 
with  his  cousin,  Andrew  Waterbury.  He 
clerked  for  his  brother,  John  B.,  and  for  some 
eight  years  was  baggagemaster  at  the  Middle- 
town  depot  of  the  Air  Line  Railway.  Mr. 
Bacon  made  a trip  to  southern  Michigan,  in- 
tending to  locate  in  the  West,  but  not  being 
satisfied  with  the  outlook,  came  Back  to  his  na- 
tive State.  He  was  three  years  in  the  employ 
of  the  Middletown  I ’late  Company,  leaving 
them  to  become  janitor  of  the  public  schools 
of  Middletown.  He  worked  for  S.  M.  Bacon 
& Co.,  in  the  coal  business,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1890  began  for  himself,  as  noted  above.  He 
is  a reliable  and  progressive  business  man,  and 
has  many  warm  and  devoted  friends.  He  is 
a Democrat  in  political  faith. 

Augustus  S.  Bacon  married  Miss  Rose 
King,  of  Middletown,  a native  of  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  England,  who  came  to  this  country  w ith 
her  mother  when  only  seven  years  of  age.  1 Ier 
father  died  in  England,  and  her  mother  came 
to  the  United  States  with  her  three  daughters, 
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Mrs.  Bacon  is  the  only  one  living  of  the  fam- 
ily. Mr.  Bacon  built  a good  home  on  the 
corner  of  Grand  and  Pearl  streets. 

BRAINERD.  The  Brainerds  in  America 
are  descended  from  Daniel  Brainerd,  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  Haddam.  Undoubtedly  he  came 
as  a child,  with  some"  relatives  who  were  emi- 
grating from  Essex  or  Warwick  County,  to  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  When  about  eight 
years  old,  in  1649,  he  was  brought  to  Hartford, 
and  lived  in  the  family  of  Gov.  George  Wyllys, 
who  had  in  1636  purchased  a property  which 
included  the  land  on  which  the  Charter  Oak 
grew,  and  had  occupied  it  in  1639.  The 
Brainerd  boy  grew  to  manhood  in  his  family, 
and  in  1662,  when  twenty-one,  became  one  of 
the  twenty-eight  original  proprietors  of  the 
old  town  of  Haddam.  He  is  described  bv  Dr. 
Field  as  a prosperous,  influential  and  very  re- 
spectable man,  a justice  of  the  peace  and  a 
deacon  in  the  church,  and  the  largest  land- 
holder in  the  town.  He  married  (first)  Han- 
nah Spencer,  a daughter  of  Gerrard  Spencer, 
of  Lynn,  Mass.,  who  afterward  removed  to 
Haddam.',  and  subsequently  married  one  Han- 
nah Sexton.  All  his  children,  seven  sons  and 
one  daughter,  were  by  the  first  marriage. 
Daniel  Brainerd  died  April  11,  1715,  and  is 
buried  in  the  old  burying-ground  in  the 
village  of  Haddam.  His  children  all  lived 
in  Haddam  or  East  Haddam.  The  only 
daughter,  Hannah,  married  George  Gates,  one 
of  die  proprietors,  and  also  dwelt  in  the  old 
town  of  Haddam. 

“The  descendants  of  Daniel  Brainerd  set- 
tled in  Vermont,  in  central  and  western  New 
York,  on  the  Connecticut  Reserve  in  Ohio, 
and  in  various  parts  of  Connecticut,  but 
many  of  them  remained  in  Haddam;  so  that 
Dr.  Field,  in  his  genealogy,  says  that  when  he 
settled  in  that  town  the  descendants  bearing 
the  family  name  ‘were  more  numerous  in  the 
congregation  and  in  the  schools  than  those  ot* 
any  other  settler.’  The  Brainerds  of  Haddam 
arc  almost  all  thrifty,  industrious,  sol>er  land- 
holders, holding  to  the  Calvinistic  doctrines 
and  Congregational  Church  order  of  their  an- 
cestor. 

"The  most  eminent  of  these  descendants 
was  David  Brainerd,  the  Indian  missionary, 
who  died  October  o.  1717.  aged  twenty-nine 
years  and  six  mouths.  I IN  qualities  of  head 
and  heart  won  the  regard,  adn  i rat  ion  and  af- 
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fection  of  so  great  a man  as  Jonathan  Edwards. 
Miss  Yonge,  in  her  book,  “Pioneers  and  Found- 
ers,’ calls  him  the  ‘Enthusiast.’  Dr.  Sherwood, 
in  his  edition  of  the  life  of  Brainerd,  recently 
published,  says:  “No-  eulogy  can  exalt  such 

a nian.  The  simple  story  of  his  life  proves 
him  to  be  one  of  the  most  illustrious  charac- 
ters of  modern  times,  as  well  as  the  foremost 
missionary  whom  God  has  raised  up  in  the 
American  church,  one  whose  example  of  zeal, 
self-denial  and  Christian  heroism,  has  probably 
done  more  to'  develop  and  mould  the  spirit  of 
modern  missions,  and  to  fire  the  heart  of  the 
Christian  church  in  the  latter  days,  than  that 
of  any  other  man  since  the  apostolic  age.  One 
such  personage,  one  such  character,  is  a 
greater  power  in  human  history  than  a finite 
mind  can  calculate..'  ” 

John  Brainerd,  David's  youngest  brother, 
took  his  place  in  the  Indian  mission,  carry- 
ing on  the  work  he  began,  and  was  hardly  in- 
ferior to  his  elder  brother  in  the  great  qualities 
which  go  to  make  up  the  missionary  character. 

Many  of  Daniel  Brainerd’ s descendants 
have  attained  to  position  in  the  land.  Jere- 
miah Gates  Brainerd  was  for  twenty-three 
years  a justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Con- 
necticut, dying  January  7,  1836.  His  eldest 
son,  William  F.  Brainerd,  of  Niew:  London, 
was  a prominent  lawyer,  and  quite  famous  as 
a wit  and  orator.  He  died  April  27,  1844. 
His  third  son,  Tolin  G.  C.  Brainard,  is  of  fame 
as  a poet,  occupying,  it  is  said  by  critics,  a very 
high  rank  among  the  minor  poets  of  America. 
He  died  in  1828,  ait  the  age  of  thirty -two. 
Many  of  these  people  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  both  in  the  army  and  on  board 
privateers. 

David  Brainerd  was  an  eminent  medical 
professor  and  surgeon  in  St.  Louis,  and  sub- 
sequently in  Chicago1,  where  he  held  high  ap- 
pointments in  surgical  institutions.  Rush 
Medical  College  holds  his  name  in  traditionary 
reverence. 

Thomas  Brainerd  was  a foremost  clergy- 
man of  the  Presbyterian  Church:,  long  settled 
in  Philadelphia,  famous  as  a faithful  preacher 
and  pastor,  eminent  as  a platform  speaker, 
and  a leader  in  patriotic  effort  during  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion.  He  was  in  Philadelphia  what 
Beecher  was  in  New  York  and  Brooklyn. 

Lawrence  Brainerd  was  well  known  as  a 
thriving  farmer  and  merchant  at  St.  Albans, 
Vt.,  where  he  accumulated  a large  estate.  He 


was  prominent  as  a leader  in  the  anti-slavery 
movement  and  at  one  time  represented  his 
State  in  the  United  States  Senate.  He  died 
shortly  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war. 

Silas  and  Erastus  Brainerd,  brothers,  ac- 
quired both  prominence  and  wealth  as  the  own- 
ers of  one  of  the  largest  sandstone  quarries 
in  the  country  at  Portland,  Connecticut. 

Jeremiah  Brainerd,  of  Rome,  N.  Y.,  had 
great  reputation,  in  the  days  of  the  building 
of  tire  Erie  canal,  as  a builder  of  bridges,  an 
inventor,  and  a natural  civil  engineer. 

In  local  fame,  Ezra  Brainerd,  who:  resided 
in  Haddam  Neck,  is  entitled  to  the  first  place. 
Born  April  17,  1744,  in  early  manhood  he 
became  manager  of  the  quarrying  interests 
near  him,  which  soon  grew  to  large  im- 
portance. He  was  a deacon  in  the  Middle- 
Haddam  Church  for  sixty-six  years,  a justice 
of  the  peace  for  very  many  years,  and  for  a 
long  series  of  terms  represented  the  town  in 
the  General  Assembly,  where  he  acquired  to  a 
universal  degree  the  confidence  of  his  asso- 
ciates. 

Leverett  Brainard,  of  Hartford,  of  the  im- 
portant printing  firm  of  Case,  Lockwood  & 
Brainard,  for  many  years  prominent  in  public 
enterprise,  and  honored  by  his  townsmen  of 
Hartford,  is  not  to  be  omitted  from  this  brief 
list. 

Perhaps  the  best  known  member  of  this 
family,  who  still  retains  an  active  interest  and 
home  in  Haddam.  is  Cephas  Brainerd,  of 
New  York,  the  sixth  in  direct  descent  from 
Daniel  Brainerd,  who  has  long  been  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  New  York  Bar.  He  still  re- 
tains as  his  home  the  farm  of  his  grandfather 
and  father,  at  Haddam,  where  he  was  born 
September  8,  1831.  Mr.  Brainerd  passed  an 
old-time  New  England  boyhood,  working  upon 
his  father’s  farm,  and  studying  at  the  district 
school,  and  for  a short  time  at  Brainerd  Acad- 
emy, in  the  village,  then  a well-known  institu- 
tion. After  two  years  of  general  and  his- 
torical reading,  preparatory  and  the  spe- 
cific studies  necessary  for  his  chosen  profes- 
sion, he  came  at  twenty-one  to:  New  York, 
where  he  entered  the  office  of  the  late  Chief 
Justice  Curtis.  After  two  years  of  practical 
training  in  this  office  he  was  admitted  to:  the 
Bar,  and  shortly  after  became  managing  clerk 
in  the  office  of  Hon.  Truman  Smith  and  Eb- 
enezer  Seeley.  Both  became  warm  personal 
friends  of  the  young  man,  and  Mr.  Brainerd’s 


I 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


757 


first  appearance  before  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  was  as  junior  counsel  with 
Truman  Smith,  in  Mr.  Smith's  last  case  before 
that  tribunal.  In  the  ten  years’  struggle  before 
Congress  over  the  Geneva  Award,  Mr. 
Brainerd  took  prominent  part,  making  five 
oral  arguments  and  printing  six,  the  decision 
of  the  Congressional  committees  being  in  favor 
of  the  uninsured  shipowners  whom  he  repre- 
sented. His  legal  practice  has  been  important 
and  varied,  and  he  has  rendered  valuable  ser- 
vices on  political  and  legal  committees  through- 
out his  long  activity  in  New  York  . 

While  arbitrator  of  the  mixed  court 
formed  by  President  Lincoln  under  tihe  slave 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Brainerd  began 
that  study  of  International  Law  which  led  to 
his  lectures  on  that  subject  in  the  Law  School 
of  the  New  York  University,  and  of  late  years 
to  his  active  participation  in  the  congresses  of 
the  Society  of  International  Law. 

Mr.  Brainerd  has  given  much  time  and 
thoughtful  study  to  various  philanthropic 
labors,  that  with  which  he  has  been  longest 
and  mjost  intimately  connected  being  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association.  He  entered  the 
N)ew  York  Association  in  1857,  and  has  been 
active  in  its  work  from  that  time.  Later  he 
became  a member  of  the  International  Com- 
mittee, serving  for  twenty-five  years  as  its 
chairman. 

FRANK  C.  FOWLER  is  a great-grand- 
son of  a Revolutionary  soldier.  His  paternal 
great-grandfather,  Gordon  Fowler,  was  born 
in  Vernon,  Conn.,  in  1772,  and  removed  to 
East  Haddam,  where  he  married  Achse  Ack- 
ley. Early  in  life  he  engaged  in  trucking, 
and  later  purchased  property  on  Fowler  Hill, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  Being  a man 
of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  he  made  his  im- 
pression upon  the  times,  and  when  he  died  in 
1854,  his  loss  was  deeply  felt.  To  this  good 
man  and  his  wife  were  born:  Ackley,  Sam- 

uel, William  1,.  (grandfather  of  Frank  C.), 
Sarah,  Asa  and  Acenith. 

William  L.  Fowler,  the  grandfather,  was 
horn  in  the  town  of  East  Haddam  June  to, 
1807.  and  married  Caroline  L.  Green,  a de- 
1 scendailt  of  one  of  the  Colonial  families.  To 
them  were  horn  the  following  children  : Will- 
iam L.,  | r. . Henry  M.,  Leonora  L.  and  Etta  B. 
The  father  was  a shoemaker  by  trade. 

Henry  M.  Fowler,  father  of  Frank  ('.. 


was  also  a native  of  East  Haddam,  having 
been  born  there  June  25,  1835,  ar*d  married 
Elizabeth  Rich,  of  East  Hampton,  Conn.  In 
early  life  he  resided  in  East  Haddam.  later 
becoming  an  insurance  agent,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  was 
general  agent  for  the  leading  New  York  and 
Hartford  insurance  companies.  He  and  his 
wife  had  but  two  children:  Frank  C.  and 

Carrie;  the  latter  married  B.  H.  Pettingill,  of 
Moodus,  Connecticut. 

Frank  C.  Fowler  was  born  in  Moodus, 
Conn.,  December  26,  1859.  His  father  dying 
when  he  was  a mere  child,  he  received  a rather 
limited  education,  and  was  obliged  to  com- 
mence work  for  himself  when  but  a bov.  His 
first  occupation  was  with  the  farmers  of  the 
neighborhood*  but  in  1882,  actuated  by  the 
ambition  which  has  controlled  his  life,  he  orig- 
inated and  began  the  sale  of  a medical  special- 
ty, becoming  so  successful  as  to  require  the 
assistance  of  a large  office  force,  more  than 
seventy-five  people.  Later  he  became  the  pro- 
prietor, with  G.  P.  Lecrenier,  of  the  Connecti- 
cut J alley  Advertiser , one  of  the  best  weekly 
newspapers  in  the  State,  and  which  enjoys  the 
support  of  the  better  class  of  the  people 
throughout  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Fowler  is  an  enthusiastic  sportsman, 
possessing  the  finest  collection  of  modern  shot- 
guns in  the  world.  At  one  time  he  had  a fine 
stable  of  trotting  horses,  and  built  one  of  the 
best  half-mile  tracks  in  the  State  for  his  own 
use.  H'e  also  had  an  extensive  dog  kennel, 
where  he  bred  fine  animals,  from  imported 
stock,  his  fine  Irish  setters  having  won,  re- 
peatedly, the  national  championship,  but  of  late 
years  he  has  only  kept  a few  horses  and  dogs 
for  his  own  private  use.  lie  also,  until  re- 
cently, possessed  large  game  preserves,  con- 
1 taining  over  two  thousand  acres.  Mr.  Fowler 
' is  very  fond  of  yachting,  having  owned  the 
handsome  craft  "Huntress,”  which  was  the 
fastest  cruising  yacht  of  her  day  afloat,  and 
which  he  sold  to  the  Government  during  the 
Spanish-. \inerican  war.  Within  recent  years 
I Mr.  Fowler  has  built  the  handsomest  residence 
I m Moodus,  a large,  modern  structure,  sur- 
rounded with  well  kept  grounds.  The  steam 
ferry-boat  plying  on  the  C onnecticut  river  at 
Gnodspeed's  is  named  the  “F.  C.  bowler,  in 
honor  of  Mr.  Fowler,  who  donated  tb  • 
to  build  the  boat. 

Mr.  Fowler  married  Euantha  Thompson, 
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who  died  leaving  him  two  sons,  Frederick  B. 
C.,  now  (1902)  aged  fourteen,  and  Henry  M., 
aged  fifteen.  Mr.  Fowler’s  second  marriage, 
in  December,  1896,  was  to  Miss  Lena  A. 
Loomis,  of  Lebanon,  Connecticut. 

In  politics  Mr.  Fowler  is  a stanch  Republi- 
can, and  represented  his  town  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, serving  on  several  committees,  includ- 
ing Capitol  Furniture  and  Grounds,  also-  the 
committee  on  Transportation  and  Legislative 
Expenses,  and  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  Manual  and  Roll.  Socially  he  is  a Royal 
Arch  Mason,  belonging  to  Columbia  Lodge, 
No.  26,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  Burning  Bush  Chap- 
ter, R.  A.  M.,  of  Essex,  Conn.;  he  is  also  a 
member  of  Middlesex  Lodge,  No.  3,  I.  O'.  O. 
F.,  of  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  and  the  Encamp- 
ment. 

Mr.  Fowler  is  a man  whose  financial  in- 
stinct is  unerring ; whose  frankness  and  all- 
round fairness,  as  well  as  his  willingness  to 
render  large  and  generous  service  to>  the  com- 
monwealth, cause  him  to  be  respected  by  all 
and  followed  by  the  majority  of  his  fellow  cit- 
izens. 

CHARLTON  M.  PRATT,  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  Deep  River,  Middle- 
sex county,  one  who  has  built  up  his  present 
enterprise  by  his  own  industry  and  acumen, 
was  born  April  18,  1856,  son  of  Obadiah  P. 
and  Achsa  Ann  (Hale)  Pratt.  He  is  in  the 
eighth  generation  from  Lieut.  William  Pratt, 
his  line  being  through  (II)  Ensign  John,  (III) 
John  (2),  (IV)  Thomas,  (V)  Jesse,  (VI) 
Jesse  (2),  and  (VII)  Obadiah  P. 

(IV)  Thomas  Pratt,  son  of  John  (2),  was 
born  in  1701,  married  Jerusha  Beckwith  in 
1728,  and  resided  in  the  Second  Society  of 
Saybrook.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 

(V)  Jesse  Pratt,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born 
in  1751,  married  Temperance  Bull  in  1781,  and 
resided  in  Saybrook,  where  he  was  a farmer. 
Hje  died  in  1842  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years. 

(VI)  Jesse  Pratt  (2),  son  of  Jesse,  born 
in  1781,  in  Saybrook,  married  (first)  Betsey 
Platt  in  1806,  and  (second)  Hannah  Sterling- 
in  1828.  He  was  a resident  of  Deep  River  and 
became  a farmer  there.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Deep  River. 

(VII)  Obadiah  P.  Pratt,  son  of  Jesse  (2), 
born  June  27,  1816,  at  a place  on  the  Middle- 
sex turnpike,  was  married  February  27, 


1843,  to  Achsa.  A.  Hale,  of  North  Madison,  a 
native  of  that  town,  born  May  10,  1822.  Their 
children  were:  Betsey  Ann,  born  November 

19,  1845,  married  Emory  C.  Parker,  of  Deep 
River;  Emma  Hale,  born  December  7,  1848, 
married  S.  E.  Southworth ; Isabel,  born  Noi- 
vember  25,  1851,  died  October  20,  1852;  Fred- 
erick W.  C,  born  September  7,  1852,  married 
Emma  Wenk,  of  Hartford;  Ida  B.,  born 
March  16,  185 — , died  at  the  age  of  fifteen; 
Charlton  M.  is  mentioned  below;  Louis  D. 
married  Anna  McNamara,  of  Chester,  Conn. 
Early  in  life  Mr.  Pratt  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing; but  his  business  career  took  a wider 
range,  and  he  devoted  considerable  of  his  time 
to  the  water,  running  boats  along  the  Long  ; 
Island  shore.  He  was  also>  engaged  in  quarry- 
ing stone,  and  carried  the  same  to  the  various 
points  on  the  Sound,  and  was  at  times  actively  j 
and  successfully  engaged  in  selling  books,  ex- 
tending his  work  to  the  West  Indies,  and  sell-  ; 
ing  largely  in  Cuba.  Finally  returning  to  his 
farm,  he  started  the  first  milk  route  in  Deep  l 
River,  which  was  continued  for  fifteen  years. 

In  all  of  his  undertakings  he  was  very  success- 
ful. He  died  May  18,  1880,  and  his  wife  sur-  ‘ 
vived  him,  reaching  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  f 
Both  were  active  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Deep  River.  He  was  a , 

strong  adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  Re-  « 

publican  party. 

Charlton  M.  Pratt,  the  subject  proper  of  j 
this  sketch,  attended  the  district  schools  of  1 
Deep  River,  and  the  Morgan  School,  at  Clin- 
ton, Conn.  Hje  then  went  West,  first  to  Sand- 
wich, 111.,  where  he  worked  for  the  Sandwich 
Manufacturing  Company,  manufacturers  of 
farm  machinery.  He  later  went  to  Valpa- 
raiso', Ind.,  where  he  attended  a Business  Col- 
lege for  six  months.  Having  thus  rounded  out 
his  education,  Mr.  Pratt  returned  to  Deep 
River  and  began  work  on  the  home  farm,  con- 
tinuing thus  for  two  years,  and  then  em- 
barked in  the  grocery  business  with  L.  H. 
Shailer.  After  three  years,  however,  he  sold 
his  interest  to  his  partner,  and  then  purchased 
the  clothing  establishment  of  W.  O.  Post,  in 
Deep  River,  now  conducting-  one  of  the  finest 
clothing  and  men’s  furnishing  establishments 
in  that  place. 

Mr.  Pratt  married  Annie  If.  Prann,  a na- 
tive of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  daughter  of  John 
and  Helen  (Webb)  Prann,  and  to  them  have 
been  born:  Kirby  C.,  June  19,  1884;  Jesse 
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Hale,  December  4,  1887  ; Edith  May,  Sep- 
tember 8,  1889;  Shelley  L.,  February  7,  1891 ; 
and  Philip  R.,  April  26,  1899. 

Mr.  Pratt  is  a stanch  Republican  and  in 
1884  represented  the  town  in  the  State  Assem- 
bly serving-  on  the  School  Fund  committee. 
For  five  years  he  has  been  on  the  school  board, 
serving  upon  the  Fund  committee;  and  has 
been  tax  collector  seven  years,  in  every  capac- 
ity giving  entire  satisfaction.  Mb.  Pratt  attends 
the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  Mrs. 
Pratt  is  a member.  He  is  a member  of  Webb 
Lodge,  No.  81,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  having  connected 
himself  with  that  organization  in  1879.  In 
every  walk  of  life  Mr.  Pratt  has  proven  him- 
self a worthy  and  high-minded  citizen,  and  the 
respect  which  his  upright  life  and  thorough 
business  methods  have  commanded  is  well 
merited. 

JUDGE  WESLEY  U.  PEARNE,  who 
ranks  high  in  this  section  of  the  State,  is  one 
of  the  ablest  members  of  the  Middlesex  County 
Bar. 

Rev.  William  Nathaniel  Pearne,  his  grand- 
father, was  born  in  London,  England,  son  of 
an  Englishman  of  means,  and  (so  tradition 
says)  was  disinherited  by  the  father  for  marry- 
ing contrary  to  his  father’s  wishes.  Rev.  Will- 
iam N.  Pearne  married,  in  England,  Hannah 
Hall,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hall,  who  for  years 
was  in  the  British  excise  service.  To  this  union 
were  born,  in  England,  two  children  : 1 homas 

H.  and  William  H.  Of  these,  Thomas  H.  was 
presiding  elder  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  and  was  a divine 
of  considerable  note  in  his  day.  He  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Oregon,  and  prominently 
identified  with  t lie  early  history  of  that  State. 
He  established  the  “Pacific  Christian  Advo- 
cate,” and  for  many  years  was  editor  of  that 
publication.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served 
on  the  Christian  Commission,  and  after  the 
close  of  that  struggle  he  located  in  Knoxville, 
Term.,  where  lie  was  proprietor  of  the  Knox- 
ville Whig.  Later  he  served  as  United  States 
consul  to  the  island  of  Jamaica,  and  was  filling 
that  incumbency  at  the  time  of  the  "Virginias" 
affair.  A man  of  much  ability,  and  fearless, 
he  made  an  enviable  mark  in  his  career.  He 
left  one  daughter.  William  H.  Pearne,  the 
other  son  of  Rev.  W.  N.  Pearne  born  in  Eng- 
land, was  a prominent  Methodist  minister,  for  i 
some  years  was  agent  for  the  Methodist  Bible 


Society,  and  during  the  Civil  war  served  on  the 
Christian  Commission.  For  a time  he  was  a 
resident  of  New  Orleans,  later  making  his  home 
in  Memphis,  during  the  lawless  days  in  that 
city,  inaugurated  a crusade  against  gambling 
there,  and,  although  serving  as  a minister  of 
the  Gospel,  was  made  superintendent  of  police, 
and  succeeded  in  stamping  out  that  vicious  ele- 
ment entirely.  He  died  at  Preble,  N.  Y.,  leav- 
ing two  sons — William  D.,  an  attorney  in  Chi- 
cago, and  Frank — and  two  daughters. 

In  1825  Rev.  William  N.  Pearne  came  to 
the  United  States,  settling  near  Utica,  N.  Y., 
where  for  a few  years  he  was  employed  as  a 
bookkeeper  in  the  New  York  Mills.  Taking 
up  the  ministry,  he  during  the  remainder  of  his 
active  life  was  connected  with  the  Oneida  Con- 
ference of  the  M.  E.  Church.  He  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  over  seventy  years,  as  did 
also  his  wife.  In  the  United  States  were  born 
to  them  six  children:  (1)  Benjamin  M.,  a 

sketch  of  whom  follows;  (2)  John  W.,  who 
was  foreman  on  a New  York  daily,  but  his 
health  failing,  went  to  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
where  he  died;  (3)  Francis,  deceased  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years;  (4)  Nathaniel,  who  was 
a clothing  merchant  in  New  York  City;  (5) 
Mary,  married  to  Pljarmon  Hubbard,  of  Cort- 
land, N.  Y. ; and  (6)  Harriet,  who  married 
Edwin  Hatch,  and  died  in  New  York  State. 

Benjamin  M.  Pearne,  father  of  Judge  W. 
U.  Pearne,  is  a native  of  New  York  State, 
born  near  the  city  of  Utica,  and  was  there 
reared  and  educated.  When  a young  man  he 
and  his  brother  John  went  to  New  York  City, 
the  latter  taking  up  the  printer’s  trade,  while 
Benjamin  found  employment  in  the  Brooklyn 
Navy  Yard,  in  what  was  known  as  the  “pat- 
tern loft."  In  1852,  after  the  death  of  his 
brother  John,  Benjamin  moved  from  New  York 
to  Chenango  county,  same  State,  locating  in 
the  town  of  McDonough,  and  there  making  his 
home  until  1851),  in  that  year  removing  to  Ox- 
ford, Chenango  county,  where  he  has  since 
resided,  being  retired  from  active  business.  For 
a time  he  was  in  the  carriagemaking  business. 
While  residing  in  New  York  City  he  married 
Miss  F.milv  A.  Swathel,  daughter  of  William 
and  Sarah  (Clark)  Swathel,  a descendant 
from  Edward  Shipman,  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Saybrook.  To  Benjamin  M and  Emily  A. 
Pearne  were  born  three  children:  W'cslev  U., 
the  subject  proper  of  these  lines;  Emma  E., 
wife  of  William  M Miller,  oi  Oxford.  X.  Y ; 
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and  Thomas  R.,  who  died  in  1863,  in  boyhood. 
The  father  in  his  political  preference  is  a Re- 
publican, is  active  in  the  affairs  of  his  party, 
has  held  various  local  offices,  and  was  president 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  incorporated 
village  where  he  is  now  living.  Socially  he  is 
a Master  Mason,  and  a member  of  the  Chapter. 

Wesley  U.  Pearne  was  born  April  1, 
1851,  in  the  city  of  Newi  York,  and  'from  the 
age  of  six  years  until  he  was  nine  made  his 
home  with  his  grandfather  Pearne,  who  be- 
ing a man  of  culture  himself  took  great  inter- 
est in  his  grandson’s  earlier  education,  per- 
sonally looking  after  the  young  lad’s  primary 
education  at  home.  Accompanying  his  par- 
ents to  central  New  York,  our  subject  at- 
tended Oxford  Academy,  where  he  was  pre- 
pared for  college,  graduating  in  1869.  A 
year  later  he  was  graduated  from  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  being  a 
member  of  the  first  graduating  class  from 
that  school.  That  same  year  he  became  a 
student  in  the  Wesleyan  University,  at  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  of  which  he  is  now  one  of  the 
trustees,  and  has  since  been  a resident  of  that* 
city.  Here  he  read  law  in  the  office  of  the 
late  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Warner,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  1879;  has  since  been  act- 
ively engaged  in  the  practice  of  law,  and  has 
been  variously  before  the  people  of  Middle- 
town  and  the  State.  On  the  creation  of  the 
City  court,  in  1879,  our  subject  was  appointed 
its  clerk,  and  retained  the  position  until  elect- 
ed judge  of  the  same  court  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  1895,  which  office  he  is  yet  filling. 

Judge  Pearne  has  always  taken  an  inter- 
est in  public  affairs,  and  in  1880  was  elected 
a member  of  the  city  council,  serving  the  city 
in  that  body  for  three  years.  Educational 
matters  have  appealed  to  him  strongly,  and 
for  the  past  twenty-one  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education,  and  its 
secretary  for  the  same  period.  He  was  in- 
strumental in  bringing  about  the  incorpora- 
tion off  the  Middletown  City  school  district, 
and  the  erection  of  the  new  high  school  build- 
ing. For  nearly  a quarter  of  a century  he  has 
been  connected  with  the  State  militia,  having- 
in  January,  1875,  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Sec- 
ond Regiment,  C.  N.  G. ; later  he  was  made 
commissary  sergeant  on  the  non-commissioned 
staff  of  Col.  Graham.  In  1883  he  was  elected 
lieutenant  of  his  company,  two  years  later  was 
made  captain,  and  was ' at  the  head  of  the 


company  up  to  August,  1898,  when,  the  sur- 
render of  Santiago  taking  place,  and  there  be- 
ing no  prospect  of  any  active  service,  he  re- 
signed. He  is  generally  conceded  to  be  one 
of  the  best  informed  military  men  in  the  serv- 
ice of  the  State  of  Connecticut.  When  a 
young  man,  what  the  examining  physician 
termed  “physical  inefficiency”  barred  him  from 
entering  West  Point. 

In  politics  Judge  Pearne  is  a Republican, 
and  for  some  vears  has  been  county  health 
officer.  He  represented  the  town  of  Middle- 
town  in  the  General  Assembly  of  1901,  and 
was  House  chairman  of  the  committee  on  In- 
corporation. Socially  he  is  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  having 
been  connected  with  the  organization  since 
1875,  and  is  a past  master  of  the  lodge;  a 
member  of  Washington  Chapter,  No.  6,  R.  A. 
M.,  and  for  five  years  was  its  high  priest;  is  a 
past  commander  of  Cyrene  Commandery,  No. 
8,  K.  T.,  and  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
is  also  past  grand  high  priest  of  Connecticut, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Grand 
Commandery,  K.  T.  He  is  one  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Masonic  Building  Associa- 
tion. The  Judge  is  also1  a member  of  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution,  being  a descend- 
ant of  Col.  Edward  Shipman,  and  is  popular 
in  social,  legal  and  military  circles.  Although 
a native  of  New  York  City,  and  reared  in 
New  York  State,  yet  he  is  closely  allied  to' 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  being  descended 
from  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Middlesex 
county,  the  Clarks  and  the  Shipmans  being 
honored  and  respected  families  in  that  lo- 
cality. 

In  1883  Judge  Wesley  U.  Pearne  was 
married  to  Miss  Harriet  C.  Arnold,  of  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Charles  G.  and  Bet- 
sey (Smith)  Arnold,  and  one  child  graced  this 
union,  Dorothea  A.,  who  died  November  14, 
1898.  Mrs.  Pearne  has  been  secretary  of 
Wadsworth  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  her  descent 
from  Col.  Russell  Penfield,  of  Revolutionary 
fame,  entitling  her  ff>  membership  in  that  so- 
ciety. 

WALDO  R.  ATWELL,  who  for  many 
years  has  been  an  active  and  prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Durham,  has  for  nearly  thirty 
years,  successfully  conducted  a meat  market, 
beginning  in  a modest  way,  and  now  controll- 
ing a general  store,  that  is  large  for  the  size 
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of  the  town,  and  enjoys  an  extensive  trade. 
Mr.  Atwiell  has  served  as  postmaster  of  Dur- 
ham, receiving-  his  commission  in  1897.  He 
is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  that  place, 
and  descends  from  an  old  family.  Jesse  At- 
well, his*  great-grandfather,  was  a blacksmith 
by  trade,  and  lived  in  the  south  part  of  Dur- 
ham. 

Jesse  Atwell,  grandfather  of  Waldo  R., 
was  born  o*n  the  Durham  homestead  about 
1769.  He  became  a farmer,  tanner  and  shoe- 
maker, which  latter  trade,  in  his  time,  was 
very  extensively  carried  on  in  Durham.  The 
old  tannery  operated  by  Mr.  Atwell  was  later 
occupied  by  a Mr.  Davenport,  as  an  axe  fac- 
tory, but  has  long  since  fallen  into  decay.  As 
a boy,  Mr.  Atwell  had  served  in  the  later  years 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  seeing  service  on 
Long  Island.  In  1815  he  was  commissioned 
captain  of  the  militia,  by  Gov.  John  Cotton 
Smith,  of  Connecticut.  This  commission  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  our  subject,  in  an 
excellent  state  of  preservation,  and  following  is 
a copy : 

John  Cotton  Seith,  Esq. 

Captain  General,  and  Commander  in  Chief,  in  and  over 
the  State  of  Connecticut  in  the  United  States  of 
America. 

To  Jesse  Atwell,  Gent.  Greeting. 

You  being,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State, 
accepted  to  be  Captain  of  the  Fourth  Company  of  the 
Tenth  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  State,  to  take  rank 
from  the  23rd  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1815;  reposing  spe- 
cial Trust  and  Confidence  in  your  Fidelity  and  Courage 
and  Good  Conduct,  I Do,  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  this 
State,  me  thereun  o enabling,  appoint  and  empower  you 
to  take  said  Company  into  your  Care  and  Charge  as 
their  Captain,  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  that 
Office  and  Trust,  exercising  your  inferior  Officers  and 
Soldiers  in  the  use  of  their  arms,  according  to  the  Rules 
and  Discipline  of  War,  ordained  and  established  by  the 
Laws  of  this  State,  keeping  and  commanding  them  in 
good  Order  and  Government,  and  commanding  them  to 
obey  you  as  Captain;  and  you  are  to  observe  all  such 
Orders  and  Directions  as  from  time  to  time,  you  shall 
receive,  either  from  me,  or  from  other  your  Superior 
Officers,  pursuant  to  the  Trust  hereby  reposed  in  you. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Public  Seal  of  this 
State,  at  New  Haven,  the  twelfth  day  of  October,  A.  D. 
1815. 

By  His  Excellency’s  Command, 

Thomas  Day:  Secretary. 

John  Cotton  Smith. 


Jesse  Atwell  married  April  17,  1790,  Rhcbc 
Bishop,  who  was  born  in  September,  1772, 
and  died  April  20,  1865.  O11  her  gravestone 

is  ibis  inscription : “The  aged  pilgrim  is  at 

rest.  Jesse  Atwell  died  September  20,  1834. 
On  his  tombstone,  in  Durham  cemetery,  ap 
pears  the  following  epitaph: 


Why  should  we  mourn  departed  friends 
Or  shake  at  death’s  alarm? 

’Tis  but  the  voice  that  Jesus  sends 
To  call  us  to  his  arms. 

Jesse  Atwell  was  State  representative  from 
Durham  in  1830,  and  was  one  of  the  promi- 
nent men  of  his  time.  The  children  of  Jesse 
and  Phebe  Atwell  were  as  follows : ( 1 ) 

Henry,  bom  December  9.  1791,  died  Decem- 
ber 12,  1834.  (2)  Eunice,  born  May  7,  1793, 

died  in  1802.  (3)  Emory,  born  in  October, 

1795,  died  in  1802.  (4)  Timothy,  born  in 

August,  1797,  died  in  1802.  (5)  Filena,  born 

in  October,  I7qg,  died  in  1802.  (61  George, 

born  in  November,  1802,  died  in  1802.  (7) 

George  (2),  born  October  17,  1805,  died  Au- 
gust 22,  1881.  (8)  Timothy  (2)  was  born 

December  7,  1806.  (9)  William,  born  De- 
cember 9,  1809,  died  in  1825.  ( 10)  Bishop, 

born  December  9,  1812,  was  the  father  of  our 
subject. 

Bishop  Atwell,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  on  the  farm  where  stood  the  old 
tannery  above  mentioned,  and  there  resided  all 
his  life.  He  followed  farming,  shoemaking 
and  also  tanning.  He  was  a prominent  citizen 
in  the  town,  and  held  several  offices  of  trust 
and  honor.  He  was  the  first  representative 
from  Durham  of  the  Know-Nothing  party, 
in  1855.  On  March  16,  1837.  he  married 
Rachel  G.  Fowler,  who  was  born  in  1815, 
daughter  of  Nathan  and  Cliloe  (Davis)  Fow- 
ler, and  their  children  were:  (1)  Waldo  F.. 

who  died  young;  (2)  Charles  A.,  who  died 
young;  (3)  John  C.,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Ives,  and  lives  in  Durham:  (4)  Emogene, 
j who  married  Elijah  Brainard,  and  lives  in 
[ Durham;  (5)  Georgia  Louise,  who  married 
} Dr.  William  Downs,  a dentist,  of  Lowell. 

I Mass.;  and  (6)  Waldo  R.,  our  subject.  The 
parents  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  an- 
niversary March  16,  1887,  in  Durham.  Bishop 
Atwell  died  March  13,  1892.  his  wife  on  July 
27,  1 8<yj.  She  was  for  mam  years  a member 
of  the  South  Congregational  Church. 

Waldo  l\.  Atwell  was  born  November  11, 
1847,  on  the  old  homestead,  lie  attended 
the  district  schools  and  the  Durham  \cademy, 
under  Prof.  Jewett.  Ilis  school  days  ended, 
he  farmed  on  the  home  place  until  lie  was 
twenty  years  old.  Then  for  a vear  he  teamed 
lumber  to  the  old  wringer  factory,  and  did 
other  work  for  Wired  Bailey,  at  Middletield. 
Returning  to  Durham  lie  for  four  years  ped- 
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died  meat  and  groceries  for  Mr.  Brainard,  his 
brother-in-law,  and  then  accepted  a position 
as  clerk  in  the  hardware  store  of  Lewis  & 
Griswold,  in  Meriden.  This  occupation  prov- 
ing distasteful,  he  abandoned  it,  and  during 
the  ensuing  summer,  of  1873,  worked  on  the 
farm.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  embarked 
in  the  meat  business  for  himself,  killing  his 
own  beef,  and  selling  it  at  Durham.  He  thus 
continued  in  business  one:  year,  and  then  bought 
out  the  interest  of  Curtis  Atwell,  who  was 
in  business  with  Silas  W.  Fowler.  Our  sub- 
ject and  Mr.  Fowler  ran  the  meat  business  for 
four  years  under  the  name  of  Fowler  & At- 
well, the  establishment  being  located  near  the 
present  Brainard  Hall.  In  1878  Mr.  Atwell 
purchased  Mr.  Fowler’s  interest,  and  moved  to 
a building  that  stood  between  the  school  house 
and  the  residence  of  the  late  Seth  Crowell, 
carrying  on  the  business  there  for  several  years. 
Later  he  erected  a building  near  his  present 
store,  and  was  located  there  until  1897,  when 
he  purchased  his  present  store  of  F.  L.  Well- 
man, and  succeeded  him  as  postmaster.  Mr. 
Atwell  also  carries  on  the  extensive  meat  busi- 
ness, the  general  store  being  operated  under 
the  name  of  F.  L.  & J.  B.  Atwell,  sons  of 
Waldo  R.  The  store  is  a large  one  for  the 
size  of  the  town,  and  does  a good  business. 

Mr.  Atwell  married  November  13,  1870, 
in  Durham,  Martha,  daughter  of  Frederick 
Lyman.  They  have  had  children  as  follows : 
(1)  Frederick  L.,  born  February  2,  1872, 

married  Lena  Thompson,  daughter  of  War- 
ren A.  and — ( Hall)  Thompson,  of  Guil- 

ford, and  to  them  have  been  born  children — 
Warren  L.,  Martha,  Bishop,  Eunice,  Myron, 
and  an  infant  son.  Frederick  L.  Atwell  is  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  F.  L.  & J.  B.  Atwell, 
merchants,  of  Durham.  (2)  Jesse  B.  married 
Sarah  Harris,  and  has  a daughter  Rachel.  He 
is  in  business  with  his  brother,  Frederick  L. 
(3)  Waldo:  (4)  Howard.  (5)  Mildred  is 

deceased. 

In  politics  Mr.  Atwell  is  a Republican.  He 
was  State  representative  in  1895,  a colleague 
of  Dr.  E,  A.  Markham,  and  served  on  the  com- 
mittees on  Probate  and  New  Towns.  He  was 
also  selectman  for  two-  terms — 1895  an(l  1896. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Atwell  is  a member  of  Cogin- 
chaug  Council,  No:  62,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  of  Dur- 
ham. He  is  a man  of  indefatigable  energy, 
with  which  he  combines  a cheeriness  of  man- 
ner that  has  made  him  hosts  of  friends.  As 


postmaster  he  has  been  popular,  and  as  a busi- 
ness man  he  holds  the  esteem  of  the  community, 
for  his  success  has  been  won  by  methods  that 
universally  commend  themselves  to  his  wide 
acquaintanceship. 


DANIEL  H.  CHASE,  LL.  D.,  now  living 
retired  in  Middletown,  has  long  been  promi- 
nent as  an  educator  and  author  throughout 
the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Born  March  8,  1814,  in  Hoosick,  N.  Y., 
Dr.  Chase  is  a son  of  Rev.  Henry  and  Rachel 
(Pine)  Chase,  the  former  of  whom  was  a na- 
tive of  New  York  State,  born  September  10, 
1790,  about  two  miles  west  of  Hoosick.  He 
(Henry)  was  reared  a homespun  farmer  boy, 
attending  only  the  district  schools  of  his  time 
and  locality,  in  which  section  two  families — 
the  Bakers  and  Chases — were  numerous,  and 
from  them  the  school  of  the  neighborhood  was 
largely  made  up.  Henry  Chase  was  possessed 
of  a g'reat  thirst  for  knowledge,  and  when  he 
had  gone  through  the  curriculum  of  the  com- 


mon school  he  improved  those  comparatively 
meager  advantages  by  self-study.  His  parents 
were  Quakers  by  birth,  but  the  advent  of  the 
Mlethodist  revivalists  converted  them  to'  that 
faith,  and  the  son,  when  eighteen  years  old, 
following  in  his  father’s  footsteps,  joined  the 
Methodists  and  took  out  a license  to 
preach  their  doctrine.  He  would  work 
hard  throughout  the  week,  and  ' on 
Sunday  he  preached  the  Gospel.  Ha- 
bitually, after  a hard  day’s  work,  he  would 
study,  by  himself,  without  any  tutor,  Latin, 
Greek,  Hebrew,  mathematics,  and,  in  fact,  all 
the  higher  branches  of  learning.  His  fame  as 
a successful  school  teacher  in  his  old  home  dis- 
trict became  widespread,  so-  much  so  that  in 
1818  he  was  invited  to.  accept  a position  as 
teacher  in  Troy  Academy,  and  was  there  en- 
gaged in  that  capacity  two  years,  adding  fresh 
laurels  to.  his  fame  as  a teacher  until  he  was 
called  to  Wesleyan  Seminary,  on  Crosby  street, 
New  York,  each  change  being  a step  upward. 
In  the  meantime  he  almost  always  filled  some 
pulpit  on  Sundays.  In  New  York  his  ability 
and  popularity  as  a public  speaker,  as  well  as 
his  earnestness,  zeal  and  whole-heartedness, 
became  so  well  known,  a year  or  two  after  he 
arrived  in  that  city,  that  he  was  offered  and  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  assistant  pastor  of  the 
Mariners  Church,  on  Roosevelt  street,  and  for 
several  years  he  remained  in  that  position,  un- 
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:il  the  death  of  the  pastor,  Dr.  Truair,  whom 
le  succeeded,  continuing-  his  labors  until  his 
death,  on  July  1,  1853.  His  attractive  person- 
dity  and  natural  magnetism  never  failed  to 
Iraw  people  to  him.  While  in  New  York  he 
married  over  five  thousand  couples.  In  1835 
le  received  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  He 
incl  his  wife  both  died  in  New  York,  the  latter 
mi  June  7,  1842,  and  both  now  sleep  their  last 
deep  in  Indian  Hill  cemetery,  Middletown, 
vhither  the  mother’s  remains  had  been  re- 
moved by  her  son,  Daniel  H.,  from  their  first 
esting  place  in  New  York. 

On  September  to,  1809,  Rev.  Henry  Chase 
married  Miss  Rachel  Pine,  who  was  born  July 
[9,  1787,  at  Swansea,  Mass.,  of  Welsh  descent, 
jind  a brief  record  of  their  children  is  as  fol- 
iows  : (1)  Arlina,  born  October  27,  1810, 

married  John  Hoase,  a farmer  of  Newburgh, 
SI.  Y.,  and  they  reared  a large  family ; she  died 
ivhen  well  advanced  in  life.  (2)  Elizabeth, 
torn  February  16,  1812,  married  Alfred  Saxe, 
1 Methodist  minister,  who  at  one  time  was  as- 
istant  to  Daniel  H.  Chase  in  his  preparatory 
;chool  at  Middletown.  (3)  Daniel  H.  comes 
lext  in  the  order  of  birth.  (4)  George  W., 
>orn  October1  10,  1816,  a bright  and  promising 
>oy,  died  when  eight  years  old,  his  death  be- 
ng  caused  by  a blow  on  the  head  given  by  a 
irutal  school  teacher,  with  a large  rattan  stick. 
5)  Sidera,  born  October  31,  1818,  was  a suc- 
essful  teacher,  for  years  taught  with  his 
jrother  Daniel  II.,  and  was  assistant  principal 
>f  Middletown  Institute.  Later  he  was  an  in- 
tructor  in  the  Middletown  Female  Seminary, 
ounded  by  Daniel  II.,  and  became  its  prin- 
ipal.  He  died  at  Nordhoff,  N.  J.,  in  Sq> 
ember,  1887.  (6)  Richard  A.,  born  October 

;i,  1820,  went  West  when  a young  man,  and 
l«ecame  an  extensive  landowner  and  cattle 
aiser.  He  died  there,  leaving  a widow  and 
■lie  daughter,  I lelen,  who  now  reside  in  Brook - 
i vn,  N.  Y. ; the  daughter  is  a literary  woman, 
md  frequently  writes  for  magazines.  (7) 
Amelia  A.,  born  July  12,  1822,  married  Will- 
un  B.  Ruckhout,  and  died  in  Brooklyn,  N. 

in  1895,  without  issue.  (8)  Jane  F...  Ix>rn 
anuary  16,  1824,  married  C.  \V.  L.  F.  M or- 
ovv,  at  one  time  a teacher,  later  a manufac- 
‘urer;  he  died  in  Huntington,  L.  1.,  and  his 
. idow  now  lives  in  Norwich,  Conn.  (<>) 
lachel,  born  fulv  23,  182(1.  married  Rev.  Dr. 
Nathaniel  J.  Burton,  at  one  time  a Congrega- 
onal  minister  of  Hartford,  ('min.,  now  de- 


ceased; his  widow  still  lives  there.  (10)  Sus- 
anna W.,  born  April  30,  1830,  died  in  infancy. 

Daniel  H.  Chase  inherited  from  his  mother 
many  of  the  sturdy  traits  which  have  made  him 
so  distinctive,  and  are  characteristic  of  the 
Welsh  race.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of 
Quaker  stock,  as  already  intimated,  his  grand- 
parents, Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Mosher)  ( ?) 
Chase,  having  been  birthright  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends.  Daniel  Chase  was  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  on  a large  farm 
two  miles  west  of  Hoosick  Falls,  which,  though 
situated  in  a hilly  and  slaty  region,  bore  good 
crops.  He  was  a great  worker,  quick  and  very 
strong,  and  could  lift  a thousand  pound 
weight. 

Mr.  Somerby,  the  antiquarian,  who  visited 
the  parish  of  Chesham,  Buckinghamshire,  Eng- 
land, is  the  authority  for  the  pedigree  of 
Aquila  and  Thomas  Chase,  descendants  in  the 
third  generation  of  Thomas  Chase,  of  Hund- 
rich,  in  that  parish,  through  Richard  Chase,  of 
Gresham,  who  married  Joan  Bishop  April  16, 
1564.  Among  their  children  were  Aquila, 
baptized  August  14,  1580,  and  Thomas,  bap- 
tized July  18,  1585.  Thomas  Giase  was  one 
of  the  original  settlers  of  Hampton,  and  was 
in  New  England  as  early  as  1636.  In  1639 
lie  Was,  together  with  his  brother  Aquila,  after- 
ward of  Newbury,  one  of  the  original  settlers 
of  Hampton.  Of  these  two  brothers,  Aquila 
Chase  married  Anne,  daughter  of  John  \\  heel- 
er, and  from  him  come  the  ancestors  of  Daniel 
II.  Giase.  Aquila  Chase  about  1646  removed 
to  Newbury,  and  he  received  several  grants  of 
land  there.  As  master  of  a vessel  lie  made 
frequent  voyages  from  Newbury.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Sarah.  Anne.  Priscilla.  Mary, 

Aquila,  Thomas,  John,  Elizabeth,  Ruth,  Dan- 
iel and  Moses.  From  one  of  these  sons,  Moses 
Chase,  descended  the  distinguished  Ubn.  Sal- 
mon Portland  Chase,  former  Chief  justice  of 
the  United  States,  United  States  sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  and  Secretary  of  the 
United  States  Treasury;  Hon.  Dudley 
Chase,  United  States  senator  from  Ver- 
mont, and  Chief  Justice  of  that  State;  and 
Bishop  Philander  Chase,  the  founder  and  first 
president  of  Kenyon  College.  Ohio,  and  bishop 
first  of  Ohio  and  later  of  Illinois. 

Daniel  II.  Chase  received  his  rudimentary 
education  in  his  native  town,  in  the  winter  of 
1817-18  attending  the  school  taught  by  his  fa- 
ther, I he  next  two  years  lie  was  a pupil  in 
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the  Troy  Academy,  and  subsequently,  from 
1820  to  1830,  he  pursued  his  literary  studies 
at  Wesleyan  Seminary,  New  York,  Balch’s 
private  school,  and  the  grammar  school  of 
Columbia  College,  in  1830  entering  the  Fresh- 
man class  at  the  last-named  institution.  In 
September  of  the  ensuing  year  he  began  the 
regular  course  at  Wesleyan  University,  Mid- 
dletown,  which  he  completed  in  1833,  graduat- 
ing with  honors ; he  was  valedictorian  of  his 
class.  Dr.  Chase  received  the  first  diploma 
from  the  university  ever  presented  from  the 
hand  of  Dr.  Fisk,  and  for  twenty-two  years 
he  has  been  the  only  survivor  of  his  class.  Of 
the  class  of  1834  none  survive.  The  year  fol- 
lowing his  graduation  he  taught  in  Wesleyan 
Academy,  at  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  going  from 
there  to  take  the  position  of  tutor  in  Wesleyan 
University,  where  he  was  also  engaged  one 
year.  He  then  established  the  Middletown  In- 
stitute and  Preparatory  School,  which  was 
afterward  so  famous  in  that  part  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  which  he  conducted  until  1870,  in 
1842  opening  a female  seminary,  which  he 
transferred  later,  however,  to  his  brother 
Sidera. 

In  1838,  leaving  his  brother  in  charge  of 
his  school.  Dr.  Chase  went  abroad,  returning 
home  in  time  for  the  opening  of  the  fall  term 
in  1840.  These  two  years  he  spent  in  study  in 
Paris,  Berlin  and  other  cities,  giving  special 
attention  to  French,  German,  music,  mathe- 
matics and  philosophy,  and  in  the  summer  of 
1840  he  made  a delightful  and  profitable  tour 
of  Switzerland,  on  foot.  In  1867  he  again 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  taking  a long,  interesting 
and  instructive  trip  through  England,  Scot- 
land, Ireland,  Switzerland,  Italy,  Germany, 
Russia,  Norway,  Denmark,  Holland  and  Bel- 
gium. As  will  be  seen.  Dr.  Chase  spared  no 
pains  to  prepare  himself  thoroughly  for  his 
chosen  profession,  to  which  he  was  sincerely 
devoted  and  apparently  fitted  by  nature,  loving 
and  sympathizing  with  the  young,  and  eager 
to  develop  the  highest  mental  and  moral  pos- 
sibilities of  every  one  who  came  under  his 
care.  It  is  significant  that  during  the  forty 
years  he  was  engaged  as  an  instructor  he  never 
lost  his  self-control  for  a moment,  and  never 
gave  cause  for  complaint  or  censure  to  any 
parents  or  guardian  for  undue  severity;  some 
of  his  pupils,  now  mature  men,  have  indeed 
said  that  they  thought  him  too  lenient  in  the 
matter  of  discipline,  but  his  rare  success  in  his 


life  work  and  the  remarkable  influence  he 
wielded  have  proved  that  he  erred  on  neither 
side,  and  that  he  knew — as  only  a man  of  such 
keen  insight  and  powerful  penetration  could 
know — just  where  to  draw  the  line.  Many 
now  celebrated  men  gained  their  early  educa- 
tion under  his  direction,  among  them  being 
Rev.  Dr.  Minor  Raymond,  professor  of  Greek 
in  the  theological  institute  at  Evanston,  111. ; 
Rev.  Dr.  Lindsay,  and  Justice  Brewer,  of  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  who  was  one  of 
the  Venezuelan  commissioners.  Another  pupil, 
Dr.  George  \Y.  Burke,  says  of  him : 

“The  influence  of  such  a man  on  the  intel- 
lectual, moral  and  material  interests  of  Mid- 
dletowjn  for  so'  long  a period  can  scarcely  be 
estimated,  the  results  deepening  and  broad- 
ening in  all  those  who'  have  received  right 
impulses  through  his  teaching.  A little  digres- 
sion here  to  note  some  of  those  results  may 
not  be  uninteresting.  One  of  the  first  board- 
ing pupils  in  ’35  was  Daniel  Ayers,  who  pre- 
pared in  Middletown  for  Wesleyan,  His  late 
munificent  gift  of  over  $300,000  has  been  one 
of  the  direct  results  of  his  school,  and  will 
tend  to  increase  the  wealth  as  well  as  the  city 
advantages  of  Middletown.  Young  Ayers  was 
tired  of  the  New  York  schools,  and  about  to 
abandon  his  purpose  of  obtaining  a collegiate 
education,  when  the  friendship  between  the 
two  families  and  the  opportunity  offered  in 
Middletown  drew  him  to  Dr.  Chase’s  school 
and  determined  his  life  work.  Many  years 
later,  when  the  son  of  Dr.  Ayers  was  old 
enough  for  this  school,  he  also  went  to  Dr. 
Chase.” 

While  studying  in  Paris  in  1838-39-40 
Dr.  Chase  was  occasionally  invited  to  a liter- 
ary and  scientific  club  which  he  found  so  pleas- ; 
ant  and  profitable  that  on  his  return  home  he 
mentioned  it  to  Wesleyan  professors,  and  sug- 1 
gested  the  formation  of  a similar  club.  It  was  1 

° • if 

finally  founded,  in  1862,  by  the  professors  and 
their  friends,  and  our  subject  has  ever  since 
been  one  of  the  most  valuable  members.  Since 
abandoning  the  active  work  of  teaching  he  has 
devoted  himself  to  study  and  writing,  and  has 
written  considerable  in  opposition  to-  the  spir- 
itual and  Darwinian  theories  of  evolution,  in 
1892,  while  opposing  Prof.  William  N.  Rice, 
of  Wesleyan  University,  in  the  Scientific  As-J 
sociation  and  Conversational  Club,  developing! 
a new  and  most  interesting  theory  of  evolu-j 
tion.  Dr.  Chase  was  honored  with  the  degree 
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>f  LL.  D.  in  1858,  by  Wesleyan  University. 
Te  is  a Republican,  but  has  never  been  active 
n polities,  and  shuns  notoriety  of  any  sort. 
Though  he  has  never  sought  public  prefer- 
ment, he  was  in  1852  elected  to  the  State  Leg- 
slature,  without  his  knowledge,  and  he  also 
served  in  that  body  in  1853.  In  fraternal  re- 
ationship  he  is  a member  of  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  Society.  On  March  8,  1834,  he  united 
with  the  Methodist  Church,  and  has  been  as- 
sociated with  the  same  ever  since. 

Dr.  Chase  laid  out  Chase  avenue,  in  Mid- 
dletown, and  built  the  first  fifteen  houses  on 
:hat  thoroughfare,  which  is  now  known  as 
Brand  street.  Considering  his  patriarchal  age, 
le  is  a marvel  of  physical  and  intellectual 
■preservation',  none  of  his  faculties  being  im- 
paired, and  his  activity  is  remarkable.  Dur- 
ing his  palmy  days  as  an  instructor  he  exerted 
in  influence  on  the  moral  life  of  the  com- 
munity many  of  the  results  of  which  he  has 
lived  to  see.  The  Doctor  began  his  career  as 
■a.  teacher  over  sixty  years  ago,  and,  therefore, 
has  instructed  more  than  one  generation  of 
Middletown’s  youth  and  the  principles  oif 
honor  and  integrity  which  he  always  endeav- 
ored to  inculcate  in  the  minds  of  those  under 
his  charge,  in  addition  to  caring  for  their  men- 
tal development,  have  borne  good  fruit,  as  is 
evidenced  by  the  love  and  respect  which  has 
always  been  accorded  him  by  his  former  pu- 
pils, many  of  whom  have  taken  foremost  rank 
in  the  various  lines  of  enterprise  which  they 
have  followed,  in  Middletown  and  elsewhere. 

On  June  2,  1842,  Daniel  H.  Chase  married 
Miss  Caroline  E.  Smith,  one  of  his  former 
pupils  in  the  female  seminary  before  men- 
tioned. She  was  born  August  2,  1824,  in 
Middletown,  a daughter  of  John  Lyon  and 
< Susan  l(Ward)  Smith,  of  that  place.  Mr. 
Smith,  who  came  from  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
became  the  first  treasurer  of  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity. Mrs.  Chase,  who  was  a noble 
woman,  died  December  1,  1891,  and  is  buried 
in  Indian  Hill  cemetery.  She  was  in  excel- 
lent health,  and  bid  fair  to  live  for  years, 
but  a serious  fall  resulted  in  her  untimely 
death.  Children  as  follows  were  born  to  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Chase:  Henry  Mosier,  John  Lyon. 

Caroline  Elizabeth,  Daniel  Wilbur,  Susan 
Emma,  Ellen  Amelia  and  Albert  Hunt.  ()l 
these,  John  L.,  born  December  27,  1844,  is  a 
manufacturer  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; lie  married 
Virginia  Sacked  ; they  had  no  children.  Caro- 


line E.,  born  December  3,  1846,  is  the  wife  of 
Elden  B.  Birdsey,  of  Middletown,  and  has 
one  daughter.  Susan  E.,  born  March  17, 
1855,  is  the  widow  of  Edward  Douglas,  of 
Middletown,  and  has  three  children.  Ellen 
A.,  born  July  18,  1858,  is  the  wife  of  C. 
Bingham  Leach,  of  Middletown.  Albert  H., 
born  April  3,  1861,  is  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Eaton,  Chase  & Co.,' of  Norwich;  he  mar- 
ried Anna  Prentice,  of  that  city,  and  has  four 
children. 

Henry  Mosier  Chase,  eldest  son  of  Dan- 
iel H.  and  Caroline  E.  Chase,  was  born  March 
11,  1843,  bi  Middletown,  Conn.,  in  the  house 
formerly  occupied  by  his  father  as  a school, 
and  now  known  as  “The  Prussian  House.” 
He  received  his  education  in  part  at  his  fa- 
ther’s celebrated  school,  in  part  at  Grace 
Southmayd's  private  school,  on  the  corner  of 
Ferry  and  Main  streets.  He  remained  in  his 
native  city  until  his  enlistment,  August  29, 
1862,  in  Company  A,  Twenty-fourth  Connecti- 
cut Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  elected  ser- 
geant; was  mustered  in  November  18,  1862. 
and  mustered  out  September  30,  1863.  after 
serving  with  his  company  and  regiment  wher- 
ever stationed.  After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr. 
Chase  assisted  his  father  in  the  school  for  a 
time,  and  then  went  to  Chicago,  111.,  where 
he  engaged  in  clerical  work  for  a brief  period, 
after  which  he  once  more  took  up  his  alxnle 
in  Middletown.  We  next  find  him  in  New 
York,  emploved  in  a business  house;  then  for 
a short  time  he  was  engaged  in  a boot  and 
shoe  business  in  Piqua,  Ohio,  as  a partner, 
but  gave  this  up,  and,  returning  to  Middle- 
town,  once  more  assisted  his  father  in  the 
school.  On  August  1,  18(19.  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  \V.  & B.  Douglas  Company. 
Middletown,  and  for  over  two  years  was  their 
traveling  representative,  his  territory  cover- 
ing nearly  the  whole  of  the  United  States.  In 
course  of  time  lie  became  president  of  the 
company,  and  be  is  now  manager  and  treas- 
1 urer.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a resident 
of  New  York,  having  charge  of  the  Company's 
office  there,  a portion  of  his  time  being  spent 
at  the  factorv  in  Middletown. 

On  January  13,  1869,  Henry  M.  Chase 
| married  Miss  Julia  A.  V.  Corey,  of  New  York. 

daughter  of  William  E.  and  Charlotte 
' (Brewer)  Corey,  and  they  have  one  son,  Hen- 
ry Francis.  The  latter  spent  two  vears  at 
1 Cornell  University,  then  took  up  a business 
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career,  and  at  the  present  time  is  employed  in 
the  New  York  office  of  the  W.  & B.  Douglas 
Company ; he  married  Miss  Corinne  Adams, 
of  New  York.  Henry  M.  Chase  is  a supporter 
of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  but 
has  neither  sought  nor  accepted  office. 

Daniel  W.  Chase,  third  son  of  Daniel 
H.  and  Caroline  E.  Chase,  was  born  March 
1 8,  1850,  in  Middletown,  in  the  same  build- 
ing where  his  brother  Henry  M.  first  saw  the 
light.  His  education  was  secured  under  his 
father’s  excellent  tuition,  and  in  his  twentieth 
year,  February  8,  1870,  he  entered  the  office 
of  the  Middlesex  Mutual  Assurance  Company/ 
as  clerk,  in  the  service  of  which  company  he 
has  ever  since  continued — a period  of  nearly 
one-third  of  a century ; for  several  years  he 
has  been  its  assistant  secretary. 

On  April  1,  1897,  Daniel  W.  Chase  was 
married  in  Middletown  to  Miss  Grace  A. 
Thomas,  born  in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  daughter 
of  Ralph  I. 'and  Louise  (Bement)  Thomas, 
the  latter  of  whom  was  a daughter -of  Jo- 
seph Bement.  Ralph  I.  Thomas*  was  a native 
of  Thomaston,  Conn.,  and  a son  of  David  and 
Abigail  (Smith)  Thomas;  he  died  when  his 
daughter  Grace  was  but  a child.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Daniel  W.  Chase  have  one  child,  Eldon,  born 
September  19,  1898.  Mrs.  Chase  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  South  Congregational  Church. 
Their  elegant  home  on  Church  street,  opposite 
Broad,  was  completed  in  1898. 

Daniel  W.  Chase  has  always  been  a Re- 
publican, his  first  Presidential  vote  having 
been  cast  for  Gen.  Grant.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Columbia  Trust  Company, 
and  has  been  a director  thereof  ever  since;  he 
is  a Middletown  rqiresentative  of  the  London 
& Lancashire  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

LEONARD  BAILEY,  M*.  D.,  of  Middle- 
town,  is  one  of  the  oldest  practitioners  in  Mid- 
dlesex county,  and  his  forty  years  of  continu- 
ous practice  have  been  singularly  useful  and 
fruitful.  He  has  always  had  a wide  patron- 
age, has  been  a devoted  adherent  to*  the  best 
ideals  of  his  profession,  and  is  now  in  very 
comfortable  circumstances. 

Dr.  Bailey  springs  from  one  of  the  old  and 
honored  families  of  Middlesex  county,  where 
his  ancestors  have  trodden  the  soil  for  almost 
two  hundred  forty  years.  His  first  ancestor  in 
America,  John  Bavlie,  was  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  of  Haddam,  making  his  first  settle- 


ment with  the  others  at  what  was  then  called  | 
Thirty-Mile  Island,  now  a part  of  Hiaddam.  :! 
John  Baylie  came  from  Hartford,  and  located  1 
aboive  Mill  creek.  He  had  three  sons,  John,  ■ 
Benjamin  and  Nathaniel. 

Christopher  Bailey,  the  grandfather  of  Dr.  1 
Leonard,  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revo-  i[ 
lution,  serving  in  the  Tenth  Connecticut  Regi-  ; 
ment  under  the  command  of  Col.  James  Wads-  1! 
orth.  He  fought  valiantly  for  his  country  for 
six  years.  Many  years  afterward  he  was  asked  |„ 
by  some  one  if  he  had  been  drafted.  He  in-  f 
dignantly  replied,  “Drafted?  No*.  When  my 
country  called  for  me  I went.  I did  not  wait 
to  be  drafted.”  I*] 

Benjamin  Bailey,  the  Doctor's  father,  was  f 
born  at  Haddam  May  20,  1791,  and  died  De- 
cember 13,  1872.  He  married  January  3,  1817,  1 
Lauranna,  daughter  of  Captain  Charles  Tryon, 
and  they  had  nine  children,  of  whom  Leonard 
was  the  youngest  son. 

Leonard  Bailey  was  born  in  what  is  now  J,  1 
Higganum,  in  the  town  of  Haddam,  January  * 

1,  1836,  and  obtained  his  elementary  educa-  j 
tion  in  the  district  school,  where  Benjamin  1 
Turner  and  John  Cool  were  among  his  earlier  ‘ 
instructors.  In  Brainerd  Academy  Lewis  j 
Bowden  was  one  of  the  teachers.  Dr.  Bailey  , 
began  the  study  of  medicine  in  Philadelphia,  j, 
and  was  graduated  in  1857,  standing  fifth  in  ; 
a class  of  forty.  Profs.  S.  D.  Gross,  Pancoast,  j 
•Wood  and  Dunglison  were  the  principal  in-  1 
s tractors  in  the  institution  at  that  time.  Dr.  j 
Bailey  was  the  youngest  member  in  his  class,  | 
being  only  a few  months  over  twenty-one,  and 
of  the  six  distinguished  gentlemen  whose  1 
names  appear  on  his  diploma,  five  have  passed  , 
away,  Dr.  Marshall  Caulkins,  now  one  of  the 
most  famous  practitioners  of  Massachusetts,  » 
being  the  sole  survivor.  At  the  age  of  twenty-  j. 
two  Dr.  Bailey  came  to  Middletown,  practiced  j 
in  the  office  of  Dr.  Burr  for  a time,  and  then  ; 
went  to  East  Haddam.  In  1861  he  came  back 
to  Middletown,  and  in  1863  and  1864  attended 
a course  of  lectures  at  Philadelphia,  where  he 
became  associated  with  some  of  the  most  em- 
inent medical  men  of  the  day.  He  finally  set- 
tled at  Middletown  with  the  determination  to 
make  that  city  his  permanent  home,  though 
the  prospect  was  not  flattering,  for  there  were 
at  that  time  ten  physicians  in  the  city,  the  great-  ' 
er  number  of  whom  were  old  residents.  He 
went  quietly  to  work,  devoting  every  leisure  1 
moment  to  the  acquisition  of  professional 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


7b7 


knowledge,  and  availing  himself  of  every 
means  to  insure  success.  His  first  cases  prov- 
ing unusually  successful,  his  practice  gradu- 
ally increased  until  it  became  very  lucrative. 

Dr.  Bailey  began  practice  unaided  and 
alone,  and  whatever  success  he  has  achieved  is 
to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  his  character  and 
ability.  He  is  a tender-hearted  man,  and  many 
are  the  deeds  of  kindness  that  have  been  done 
by  him,  known  only  by  the  reports  of  the  grate- 
ful beneficiaries.  He  is  an  active  and  energetic 
man,  and  well  preserved  for  his  advanced 
years.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  fraternity  since  1867.  Professionally 
he  is  a member  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, and  of  the  National  Eclectic  Associa- 
tion. He  and  Mrs.  Bailey  belong  to  the  Epis- 
copal Church. 

The  Doctor  married,  February  3,  1863, 
j Miss  Sarah  J.  Robinson,  of  Portland,  daugh- 
ter of  Burriage  Robinson,  who  married  a Bill- 
ings. 

Dr.  Bailey  has  voted  the  Republican  ticket 
from  the  first  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  he  lias  supported  the  candidates  of  that 
, party  except  in  1872,  when  he  voted  for  Hor- 
ace Greeley.  Dr.  Bailey’s  personal  popularity 
would  naturally  draw  him  into  public  life,  but 
for  this  lie  lias  neither  taste  nor  inclination.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Middletown  common  coun- 
: cil,  but  his  chief  anxiety  in  connection  with 
that  office  is  that  the  schools  of  Middletown 
be  kept  at  the  point  of  their  greatest  efficiency. 

JOHN  NETTLETON,  a substantial  and 
one  of  the  most  respected  farmers  of  the  town 
of  Middlefield,  Middlesex  county,  was  born 
in  Durham  town  December  18,  1838,  and 
{ comes  of  a very  old  Connecticut  family  of 
I English  origin. 

Samuel  Ncttleton,  the  founder  of  the  fam- 
ily in  Connecticut,  was  among  those  who 
| bought  Totoket  ("Branford)  for  a settlement 
and  came  to  occupy  it  early  in  1664.  His  wife’s 
name  was  Maria.  He  died  in  Fairfield,  and 
his  descendants  are  numerous  in  Killingworth, 
Durham,  Madison  and  Guilford. 

Eliphaz  Ncttleton,  grandfather  of  the  gen- 
tleman whose  name  opens  this  review,  was 
born  about  1780,  in  Killingworth,  located  in 
Durham  when  a young  man,  and  carried  on 
farming  in  the  south  end  of  the  town  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  1 TSs  wife,  Lydia,  was  born 
about  1768,  and  died  October  28,  1 860.  They 


had  eight  children,  namely:  Joseph  will  pres- 
ently be  further  mentioned ; Maria  was  first 
married  to  Stephen  Buckley,  and  later  to  Jer- 
emiah Bailey,  and  lived  and  died  in  Durham ; 
Polly,  wife  cf  Selden  Stevens,  died  near  New 
Haven;  Plarriet  was  married  to  Osmar  Fow- 
ler, and  died  in  Durham;  Henry  E.,  twin  of 
Plarriet,  became  the  father  of  Henry  I.  Net- 
tleton,  of  whom  full  'mention  is  made  else- 
where; James  married  a Mrs.  Dunham,  was  a 
farmer,  lived  in  Durham  for  some  time,  and 
died  in  the  West;  Isaiah  died  when  a young 
man,  December  11,  1836;  Amanda  was  mar- 
ried to  Edward  Hawley,  a farmer,  who  lived 
in  Durham,  near  the  Guilford  town  line. 

Joseph  Nettleton  *was  a farmer  in  Dur- 
ham town,  near  the  line  of  Madison  town.  New 
Haven  county,  and  took  a leading  part  in  the 
construction  of  the  Durham  and  Madison  turn- 
pike. He  married  Esther  Bailey,  of  Had  dam, 
and  to  their  union  the  following  named  chil- 
dren were  born:  Sarah  Ann  married  Nathan 

G.  K.  Southwick,  and  died  in  Middletown; 
Lydia  was  accidentally  scalded  to  death  when 
three  years  old;  Abel  married  Prudence  Me- 
lora  Thompson,  and  is  a farmer  in  Durham 
town,  now  well  advanced  in  years;  Ashel,  a 
Well-to-do  farmer,  died  a bachelor  in  Durham, 
March  10,  1900;  Fannie  is  the  widow  of 
Charles  Johnson,  and  lives  in  Durham ; Lydia 
is  the  widow  of  George  Tuttle,  a brick  man- 
ufacturer in  the  Newfield  District  of  Middle- 
town;  Maria  died  when  sixteen  years  old: 
Laura  resides  in  Durham,  unmarried : John  is 
the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch ; Samantha  was 
first  married  to  John  B.  Clark,  who  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  Civil  war  (a  sketch  of  John  B. 
Clark,  their  son,  will  be  found  elsewhere), 
and  her  second  marriage  was  to  Edwin  Atkins; 
their  residence  is  in  Durham. 

John  Nettleton  attended  the  district  schools 
until  fifteen  years  old.  lie  lived  on  the  home 
place,  and  worked  in  a tannery  in  addition  to 
assisting  on  the  farm  until  twenty-one  years 
old,  and  then,  for  four  years,  was  employed  in 
the  brickyards  of  George  I..  Tuttle,  in  Ncw- 
ficld ; thence  lie  went  to  Wallingford,  where 
lie  followed  teaming  for  some  time,  and  thence 
to  the  Staddle  Hill  District,  in  Middletown, 
where  lie  leased  the  farm  of  the  late  Ebenezer 
Jackson,  who  was  then  president  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex Banking  Company.  For  six  years  Mr. 

- Nettleton  cultivated  that  farm,  and  then  came 
to  Middlefield  and  bought  the  George  R.  Mil- 
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ler  farm,  in  the  East  District,  on  which  he 
lived  three  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  dis- 
posing of  it;  it  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
A.  R.  Tucker.  In  April,  1878,  Mt\  Nettle- 
ton  purchased  his  present  tract  of  fifty-six 
acres,  known  as  the  “Luther  Coe  Farm,”  where 
he  has  since  carried  on  general  farming  and 
stock  dealing.  His  neat  and  well-kept  place 
is  situated  in  the  northern  part  of  Middlefield 
town,  near  the  new  Higby  Mountain  reser- 
voir. 

Mr.  Nettleton  married  Jane  Tuttle,  who 
was  born  October  26,  1838,  daughter  of  Ly- 
man and  Martha  Tuttle,  the  former  a brick 
manufacturer  in  Newfield.  Mrs.  Jane  Nettle- 
ton  was  called  away  January  21,  1898,  leaving 
her  husband  with  five  children  to  mourn  their 
loss.  These  children  were  born  in  the  follow- 
ing order:  Earnest,  whose  farm  adjoins  that 

of  his  father,  in  Middlefield,  married  Jennie 
Hall,  who  has  borne  him  two  children,  Seth 
E.  ( Who  died  when  eleven  months  and  ten  days 
old),  and  Florence  E.  Jennie  F.  is  at  home. 
Joseph,  a clerk  in  New  Haven,  married  Nellie 
Umber.  John  is  a clerk  for  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  & Hartford  Railway  Company,  at 
New  Haven.  Esther  M.  is  the  wife  of  Lewis 
Brazos,  a member  of  the  contracting  firm  of 
Brazos  & Sons,  of  Middletown. 

Personally  Mr.  Nettleton  is' of  a gentle  and 
sympathetic  nature,  is  an  excellent  nurse  and 
attendant  at  a sick  bed,  and  has  attended  many 
of  the  men  of  his  community  when  they  were 
prostrated  by  illness.  He  worships  at  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  in  politics  is  a Demo- 
crat, but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker,  neither 
has  he  ever  been  a member  of  any  secret  order. 
He  is  a conservative  business  man,  has  ever 
been  a hard  worker,  and  has  been  prosperous 
in  all  his  undertakings.  He  has  reared  his 
family  in  respectability,  and  there  is  no  man 
in  his  town  more  highly  respected  than  him- 
self. 

SOUTHMAYD.  The  family  of  this 
name  stands  among  the  oldest  and  most  prom- 
inent of  Middlesex  county,  and  the  present 
representatives  rank  among  the  highly  re- 
spected and  influential  citizens  of  that  county. 
The  name  “Soutlnneade”  was  recorded  in 
Kent,  England,  prior  to  1620.  The  first  of 
the  name  of  whom  we  have  record,  and  the 
only  one  now  known,  was  William  South- 
meade, or  Southmayd,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 


land in  1615.  Tradition  says  that  he  was  the 
second  son  of  John  Southmayd,  of  Wrey, 
Devonshire,  England ; an  authority,  supposed 
to  be  reliable,  says  he  was  the  son  of  Sir  Will-  | 
iam,  of  Devonshire.  All  of  the  Southmayds 
in  this  country,  so>  far  as  known,  are  the  lin-  j 
eal  descendants  of  this  William,  the  emigrant, 
who  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Gloucester,  j 
Mass.  (Cape  Ann).  That  the  family  is  one 
of  respectability  is  evident  from  the  many  al-  ! 
liances  by  marriage  with  various  highly  hon-  i 
ored  houses  in  New  England.  | 

William  Southmayd  was  married  in  Glou-  f 
cester,  Mass.,  November  28,  1642,  to  Milli- 
cent Addez,  eldest  daughter  of  William  Addez, 
of  that  place.  William  Southmayd  was  a sea 
captain  by  occupation,  running  on  vessels  ply- 
ing between  Portland,  Maine,  Salem  and  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  and  New  London,  Conn.  He  later 
moved  from  Gloucester  to-  Salem,  Mass.,  where 
his  two  sons  were  born,  the  dates  of  their  j 
births  being  found  in  the  town  records  there.  1 
He  subsequently  settled  in  Boston  and  there  j 
purchased  a house  in  which  he  resided  the  rest  ; 
of  his  days,  dying-  there  in  1646.  It  is  sup-  | 
posed  he  left  two  sons,  as  follows:  (1)  John  | 
Southmayd  was  born  in  Salem  October  26, 
1643,  and  like  his  father  was  a sea  captain. 

I11  1648  he  was  assigned  a portion  of  his  fa- 
ther’s estate.  He  died  at  sea,  unmarried.  (2)  j. 
William,  born  in  Salem,  September ' 17,  1645, 
is  mentioned  below. 

Millicent  Southmayd,  mother  of  John  and  ; 
William,  and  widow  of  the  settler,  for  her  sec-  ! 
ond  husband  married,  in  1651,  Deacon  Thom- 
as Boebe,  and  they  at  once  moved  to-  New  i 
London,  when  William,  Jr.,  was  five  years  old. 
Mrs.  Millicent  Southmayd  died  there  in  1699,  ! 

the  mother  of  four  children  by  her  second  ; 
marriage,  among  whose  descendants  are  num-  j 
berecl  some  of  the  very  prominent  people  of 
New  London.  A brief  record  of  these  four  ’ 
children  is  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Thomas  died  un- 

married; (2)  Hannah  married  John  Hawks; 

(3)  Millicent  married  Nicholas  Darrow;  (4) 
Rebeka  married  Nathaniel  Holt,  from'  whom 
the  well  known  Holt  family  of  New  London 
descends. 

William  Southmayd,  Jr.,  like  his  father 
and  his  brother  John,  was  a vessel  captain  in 
the  West  Indian  trade.  He  was  the  first  of 
the  family  to  come  to  Middletown.  Tradi- 
tion says  he  came  in  1655,  but  his  name  does  ; 
not  appear  on  the  records  until  1667.  On 
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June  16,  1675,  he  purchased  of  William 
Cheney,  of  Middletown,  a house  and  lot  of 
four  acres  in  the  town  plot.  The  location 
was  the  square  now  between  Court  and  Centre 
streets,  from  Main  street  to  the  Connecticut 
river.  Capt.  Southmayd  afterward  bought 
the  lot  of  two>  acres  situated  on  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Church  streets,  formerly  known  as 
■ “Plum  Corner,”  five  acres  of  which  afterward 
fell  into  the  hands  of  his  son,  Giles.  He  died 
in  1701.  For  his  first  wife  he  married,  Octo- 
ber 16,  1673,  Esther  Hamlin,  who  was  born 
December  15,  1655,  in  Middletown,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Giles  and  Esther  Hamlin.  This  wife 
died  November  11,  1682,  leaving  five  chil- 
! dren,  to*-wit:  (1)  William  born  July  24, 

1674,  died  in  infancy;  (2)  John,  born  August 
23,  1676,  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  and 
j was  for  forty  years  minister  of  the  Congrega- 
: tional  Church  at  Waterbury,  where  he  died 
November  14,  1755;  (3)  William,  born 

J March  6,  1679,  died  when  a young  man;  (4) 
Giles,  born  January  17,  1680,  died  May  27, 
1728;  (5)  Esther,  born  October  28,  1682, 
died  December  29,  1682. 

For  his  second  wife,  Capt.  Southmayd 
married  Margaret  Allyn,  third  daughter  of 
Col.  John  Allyn,  of  Hartford,  a very  promi- 
nent man,  who  was  secretary  of  the  Hartford 
Colony  'for  thirty-four  years,  and  also 'served 
two  years  as  acting  governor  during  the  ab- 
sence of  Gov.  Winthrop  in  England.  She 
was  a great-granddaughter  of  William  Pynch- 
011,  the  founder  of  Springfield,  Mass.  The 
children  by  this  marriage  were:  (1)  Allyn, 

born  in  Hartford,  February  7,  1685  (when 
the  mother  was  on  a visit  to  her  parents), 
died  in  St.  John,  Newfoundland,  unmarried,  at 
an  advanced  age.  II is  wealth,  which  was 
large,  reverted  to  the  British  crown.  (2) 
Daniel,  born  in  Middletown  in  September, 
1687,  died  November  23,  1705.  (3)  Marga- 
ret, born  August  11,  1691,  died  June  11, 

1773.  She  married  on  February  9,  1720. 
Samuel  Gaylord,  of  Windsor,  who  died  Ma\ 
17.  1 7-9-  The  house  they  occupied  is  now 
standing  in  Middletown,  on  Washington  street, 
it  being  the  oldest  house  in  town.  Mr.  Gay- 
lord was  engaged  in  the  West  India  trade 
with  his  father-in-law.  For  her  second  bus 
band  Margaret  married,  on  September  30. 
1730,  Seth  Wctmore,  Sr.,  of  Middletown.  (4) 
Joseph,  born  March  15,  1695,  will  be  more 
fully  mentioned  farther  on.  (5)  William. 


born  January  9,  1699,  died  October  15,  1747. 
Purchasing  a lot  on  the  east  side  of  Main 
street,  he  built  a home,  but  died  before  it  was 
finished.  On  March  26,  1729  he  married  Me- 
hitable  Dwight,  a daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph 
and  Mary  (Partridge)  Dwight.  (6)  Milli- 
cent,  born  January  3,  1700,  died  December 

12,  1717- 

Joseph  Southmayd,  fourth  in  the  above 
named  family,  was  a farmer,  shipmaster  and 
shipbuilder.  He  settled  on  the  home  lot.  pur- 
chased by  his  father  from  William  Cheney, 
was  appointed  and  commissioned  captain  of  the 
Town  Company,  or  train  band  (militia),  of 
Middletown,  in  1728,  and  also  represented  his. 
town  in  the  General  Assembly  six  sessions, 
from  1750  to  1756.  For  many  years,  from 
1756  to  his  death,  he  was  a Justice  of  the  Quo- 
rum. He  served  on  the  committee  with  Ja- 
bez  Hamlin  and  John  Gaones  to  find  a site  on 
which  to  build  the  new  North  Church,  in  Mid- 
dletown, which  stood  on  the  present  location 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Through  his  moth- 
er (Margaret  Allyn)  he  received  title  to  a 
large  tract  of  150  acres  of  land  in  Durham, 
which  was  formerly  owned  by  Col.  John  Allyn. 
Joseph  Southmayd  died  June  8,  1772.  He 
married  Abiah  Douglas,  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard Douglas,  of  New  London,  who  was  a sea 
captain,  and  also  captain  of  the  first  train  band 
of  New  London.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Margaret,  born  November  9. 

1731,  died  January  28,  1775.  She  married 
July  21,  1752,  Shubael  Hibbard,  of  Windham 
county,  Conn.,  who  died  January  20,  1755. 
On  November  15,  1759,  she  married  Daniel 
Gleason,  of  Middletown.  (2)  Joseph,  born 
October  2,  1733.  died  at  sea  when  a young 
man.  (3)  Abiah,  born  October  17.  1735, 
married  Ebenezer  Sage,  a brother  of  Gen. 
Comfort  Sage.  (4)  Jonathan,  born  February 
22,  1737,  died  June  7,  1797:  he  was  a farmer 
and  shipbuilder,  and  occupied  the  homestead 
of  his  father,  becoming  an  active  and  influ- 
ential man.  On  November  20,  1702,  he  mar- 
ried Martha  Sage,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Sage. 
(5)  Daniel.  lx>rn  November  it,  1738,  died 
February  5.  1828.  ((>)  John  died  young. 

Daniel  Southmayd.  fifth  in  the  above  men- 
tioned family,  settled  in  Middletown  and  had 
a large  farm  on  the  west  side  of  High  street, 
near  the  present  site  of  the  “Sebor  House.” 
Later  lie  removed  to  Durham,  the  date  of  his 
removal  being  about  1800.  1 le  was  sergeant’s 
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mate  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  in  1775.  On 
December  4,  1760,  he  married  Hannah,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Sarah  Goodrich,  very 
wealthy  people.  Mrs.  Southmayd  died  No- 
vember 19,  1795,  in  Middletown.  Their  chil- 
dren: (1)  Abiah,  born  May  13,  1761,  died 

November  14,  1781.  (2)  Daniel,  Jr.,  born 

August  8,  1763,  was  a sea  captain.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  On  December  1,  1796,  lie  married,  for 
his  first  wife,  Patience  Sellew,  a native  of  Up- 
per Houses,  now  Cromwell,  by  which  union 
there  was  noi  issue.  His  second  wife  was  Eu- 
nice Bates,  who'  died  March  25,  1802,  the 
mother  of  one  son,  William,  who>  became  the 
father  of  William  P.  Southmayd,  whoi  is  men- 
tioned later.  For  his  third  wife,  he  married, 
on  March  31,  1803,  Olive  Fairchild,  who  died 
April  17,  1821.  Daniel,  Jr.,  died  in  Durham 
June  6,  1838.  (3)  Hannah,  born  October  14, 

1765,  married  Samuel  Bates,  of  Durham;  they 
removed  to  Hartland,  Vt.  (4)  Joseph,  born 
in  Middletown  March  2,  1768,  died  Septem- 
ber 2,  1824.  (5)  Sarah,  born  August  28, 

1770,  married  Richard  Hubbard,  of  Durham. 
(6)  Anna,  born  January  28,  1773,  married 
Isaac  Newton,  of  Durham.  (7)  Elizabeth, 
born  June  II,  1775,  died  October  26,  1776. 
(8)  John,  born  in  1782,  died  March  3,  1782. 

Joseph  Southmayd,  fourth  in  the  above 
mentioned  family,  was  born  in  Middletown, 
but  lived  nearly  all  his  life  in  Durham,  where 
he  was  a large  farmer.  In  1814,  he  joined 
the  Congregational  Church.  In  1815  he 
moved  to  Haddam,  and  the  same  year  joined 
the  Congregational  Church  at  that  place. 
There  he  remained  until  1818,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Durham,  and  rejoined  the  church 
there.  Being  a very  modest,  kind-hearted  man, 
he  was  not  infrequently  imposed  upon,  but 
he  died  well-to-do',  on  September  2,  1824.  In 
1793  he  married  Cynthia  Freeman,  who  was 
born  September  29,  1769,  a native  of  East 
Hampton,  ana  died  July  14,  1851,  at  the  home 
of  Jonathan  B.  Southmayd,  in  Portland, 
Conn.  Their  children:  (1)  John  B.,  born 

June  11,  1794,  is  mentioned  farther  on.  (2) 
Jonathan  B.  was  born  March  2,  1797.  (3) 

Freeman  B.,  born  May  26,  1801,  died  October 
24,  1826,  unmarried. 

William  P.  Southmayd,  a prominent 
farmer,  residing  in  the  Westfield  District  of 
Middletown,  is  a grandson  of  Daniel  South- 
mayd, Jr.  William  Southmayd,  the  father  of 


our  subject,  was  born  in  1800,  in  that  part  of 
Durham  known  as  Crooked  Lane,  on  the  site 
of  the  house  which  is  now  occupied  by  our 
subject’s  brother,  Samuel  B.,  and  when  quite 
small  removed  with  his  parents  to  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  Nehemiah  Burr,  .in  Durham, 
which  was  a short  distance  west  of  his  birth- 
place. There  he  resided  until  1836,  when  he 
removed  to>  the  farm  nowl  occupied  by  his  son 
Daniel  C.,  in  Durham,  where  he  resided  the 
rest  of  his  life,  and  where  he  died  in  1852;  he 
was  buried  in  Durham.  Although  he  was  a 
stanch  Whig  he  never  desired  office  of  any 
kind,  being  a quiet,  domestic  man,  but  he  did 
his  duty  as  a citizen,  and  was  a worthy  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church. 

William  Southmayd  was  married  May  20, 
1833,  to  Mary  Ann  Tucker,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 4,  1807,  ini  North  Madison,  Conn.,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Ruth  (Coe)  Tucker, 
the  foamier  of  whom  was  a farmer  in  that  lo- 
cality. Children  as  follows  were  born  of  this 
union:  Samuel  B.,  born  April  29,  1834,  mar- 

ried first,  on  November  20,  1856,  Mary  Jane 
Parsons,  wfu>  died  in  1859,  leaving  one  son, 
Charles  T. ; his  second  marriage  was  to  Ab- 
bie  Cook  Avery,  who  died  February  9,  1894; 
he  is  a farmer  of  Durham.  Daniel  C.,  born 
October  9,  1841,  married  Jane  E.  Robinson, 
born  April  2,  1851,  and  died  September  27, 
1893,  leaving  a daughter,  Annabelle;  he  is  a 
farmer  of  Durham.  Ellen  A.  born  April  9, 
1844,  died  in  1849.  William  P.  is  mentioned 
below,.  After  the  death  of  William  South- 
mayd, his  widow  married  Emilius  Boardman, 
born  January  17,  1809,  a native  of  Westfield, 
where  she  passed  the  rest  of  her  life-,  dying 
April  2,  1883 ; her  husband  died  five  days  pre- 
vious, and  they  were  both  buried  in  the  old 
cemetery  in  Westfield. 

William  P.  Southmayd  was  born  October 
11,  1850,  in  Durham,  Conn.,  on  the  farm  now 
occupied  by  Daniel  C.  Southmayd,  his  elder 
brother,  and  received  his  schooling  in  Dur- 
ham, coming  to'  Westfield  with  his  mother  at 
the  time  of  her  second  marriage.  There  he  at- 
tended the  district  school,  and  enjoyed  one 
term  in  the  well  known,  school  of  Daniel  H. 
Chase,  in  Middletown.  With  the  exception 
of  one  year  spent  in  New  Britain,  where  he 
was  employed  in  joiner’s  work,  our  subject  has 
resided  in  Westfield  and  vicinity,  engaged  in 
joiner's  work  or  agricultural  pursuits,  and  a 
short  time  previous  to'  his  marriage  purchased 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


77i 


of  Jacob  Sawyer  his  present  excellent  farm, 
locating  thereon  when  he  was  married,  since 
when  he  has  engaged  in  general  farming  very 
successfully. 

On  November  24,  1874,  Mr.  Southmayd 
was  married  to  Miss  Fannie  C.  De  Mars,  born 
February  18,  1850,  in  Westfield,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Lucy  (Rockwell)  De  Mars,  and 
to  this  union  have  come  two>  daughters  : Lucy 
M.,  born  November  8,  1878,  a graduate  of  the 
New  Britain  Normal  School,  class  of  1898,' 
is  now  a successful  teacher;  Ellen  A.,  born 
September  22,  1880,  a graduate  oifi  the  Connec- 
ticut Business  College,  of  Middletown,  class 
of  1899,  is  a successful  stenographer.  Al- 
though our  subject  is  a stanch  Republican,  he 
is  no  office  seeker ; however,  he  has  served  one 
term  acceptably  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  is 
a member  of  Westfield  Grange,  and  the  en- 
tire family  is  prominent  in  the  Congregational 
Church. 

John  Southmayd,  a well-to-do  farmer  of 
Durham,  is  a grandson  of  Daniel  Southmayd 
by  his  third  wife,  and  the  family  of  which  his 
father  was  a member  consisted  of  Hunting- 
ton,  father  of  John;  Eunice,  who  married  Ly- 
man Butler,  a shoemaker,  and  lived  in  Dur- 
ham ; Elisha,  who  married  Sarah  P.  Brainerd, 
of  Haddam,  and  was  a farmer  of  Durham ; 
Abiah,  wife  of  Abner  Rutty,  a shoemaker  of 
Durham ; Samuel,  who  died  when  a young 
man;  Daniel,  Jr.,  who  married  Tamzin  Hick- 
ox,  and  was  a farmer  of  Durham ; and  Phebe 
Ann,  wife  of  Plenry  Robinson,  of  Killing- 
worth,  a carriage  blacksmith  of  Durham  and 
New  Haven. 

Huntington  Southmayd,  the  father  of 
John,  /was  born  in  1805,  in  Durham,  in  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Nehemiah  Burr,  and 
there  he  lived  until  about  thirty  years  of  age. 
During  his  boyhood  he  attended  the  district 
schools,  obtaining  a fair  education  for  his  time. 
When  thirty  Huntington  Southmayd  pur- 
chased the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son,  John, 
which  was  then  a tract  of  good  size.  There 
he  built  a house,  but  later  gave  the  property  to 
John  Southmayd,  purchased  the  farm  now  in 
the  possession  of  his  son,  Freeman,  and  there 
died,  December  21,  1870.  Although  he  com- 
menced life  a poor  boy,  by  his  industry  he  be- 
came wealthy;  was  prominent  in  town  affairs, 
holding  the  office  of  selectman  for  several 
years,  and  represented  the  town  in  the  Legis- 
lature for  several  terms,  his  last  session  being 


that  of  1869  and  1870.  He  was  a stanch 
Whig.  In  religious  matters  Huntington 
Southmayd  was  a Congregationalist,  but  was 
very  liberal  in  his  views.  He  enjoyed  the 
friendship  of  many  men.  In  personal  appear- 
ance he  was  very  commanding,  and  his  out- 
door life  gave  him  a fine  physique.  He  mar- 
ried Marv  A.  Brainard,  who  was  born  in  1810, 
in  Haddam,  daughter  of  Sylvester  Brainard,  a 
farmer,  who  died  in  1887.  Their  family  was 
as  follows  : John ; Freeman,  a farmer  of  Dur- 

ham, unmarried ; Mary ; and  Emily,  who  mar- 
ried George  Crouch,  of  Meriden. 

John  Southmayd  was  born  July  22,  1833, 
in  a house  on  his  present  farm  located  a little 
east  of  the  one  he  now  occupies.  His  educa- 
tion was  obtained  in  the  district  schools  and’ 
the  Durham  Academy.  After  returning  from 
school,  he  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm,  and 
finally  received  that  property  as  a return  for 
his  faithful  service.  There  he  has  since  re- 
sided, extensively  engaged  in  the  breeding  of 
blooded  cattle  and  farming. 

On  July  8,  1856,  Mr.  Southmayd  married 
Maria  Clark,  of  Haddam,  who  was  a daughter 
of  Aaron  and  Alpha  M.  (Leach)  Clark,  and 
to  this  union  came  one  child,  Herbert,  now  a 
farmer  of  Durham,  born  March  28,  i860.  The 
latter  married,  on  June  1,  1898,  Mary  A.  Lane, 
who  was  born  November  5,  1862,  in  Guilford, 
daughter  of  Willis  F.  and  Catherine  A.  (Nor- 
ton) Lane,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  Her- 
bert Southmayd  has  one  daughter,  Nellie  M. 

John  Southmayd  is  a stanch  Republican  in 
politics,  but  never  takes  any  active  part,  for, 
although  many  times  solicited  to  become  a 
candidate  for  the  various  town  offices,  he  pre- 
fers to  exert  his  influence  in  a quiet  manner,  as 
a private  citizen.  His  many  excellent  quali- 
ties have  won  for  him  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  he  is  justly  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  representative  men  of 
Durham. 

George  M.  Southmayd,  who  now  lives 
a life  of  retirement  in  Durham.  Middlesex 
county,  is  a citizen  who  has  w.  n the  respect 
of  the  community  in  his  long  and  active  ca- 
reer. 

Col.  John  B.  Southmayd,  his  father,  was 
born  June  1 1,  1794,  in  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Haddam  Quarter,  in  the  town  of  Durham. 
There  his  youth  was  spent  and  there  he  re- 
ceived his  education,  in  the  district  schools. 
When  a young  man  he  came  to  Middletown 
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and  learned  the  trade  of  cabinetmaker  under 
a Mr.  Barnes,  and  later  embarked  in  the  furn- 
iture and  undertaking  business  in  a building 
that  stood  on  the  site  of  the  Southmayd  block, 
in  Middletown,  from  1815  until  1865,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  our  subject.  He  died  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter,  Mary,  in  Worcester, 
Mass.,  in  1871. 

Col.  Southmayd  was  an  enthusiastic  mili- 
tary man,  and  filled  the  position  of  colonel 
of  the  Light  Artillery,  a local  organization. 
On  November  28,  1815,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Perkins,  of  Bath,  England,  who  was  born 
July  5,  1795,  in  Leigh-on-Mendip,  Somerset- 
shire, England,  daughter  of  George  and  Grace 
(Moon)  Perkins,  of  Bristol,  England,  and 
died  November  12,  1851,  in  Middletown. 

Eight  children  were  born  of  this  union  as  fol- 
lows : ( 1 ) Joseph,  who  married  Jane  Bowles, 

of  Middle  Haddam,  Conn.,  was  a cabinetmak- 
er. He  served  in  the  Civil  war  in  the  Second 
Regiment,  Connecticut  Volunteers,  and  died 
in  1862,  in  Middletown.  (2)  Sarah  E.  mar- 
ried John  P.  Bacon,  and  is  a resident  of  Mid- 
dletown. (3)  Mary  A.  married  (first)  John 
Hayden  Kent,  and  (second)  Charles  Wood,  of 
Worcester,  Mass.,  where  she  now  resides.  (4) 
George  M.  is  mentioned  below.  (5)  Emily 
G.  married  George  Wilmot,  and  both  are  now 
deceased.  (6)  Grace  P.  married  Rev.  Phil- 
otus  Dean,  of  Allegheny,  a Congregational 
minister,  who  graduated  from  Yale  in  1843. 
During  the  last  sixteen  years  of  his  life  he 
was  professor  of  Natural  Science  in  and  prin- 
cipal of  the  Pittsburg  high  school ; he  was  the 
author  of  a series  of  arithmetics.  Mr.  Dean 
died  August  30,  1871,  and  to  his  memory  the 
Alumni  of  the  school  erected  a monument  in 
the  Unionville  (Pa.)  cemetery.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dean  had  children — Augustus,  in  the  insur- 
ance business  at  Chicago;  Elizabeth  P.,  de- 
ceased; and  Daisy  G.,  who  married  Edward 
G.  Pearson,  of  Hartford.  (7)  Ogden  A. 
married  Lucy  Richmond,  and  lives  in  Helena, 
Mont.  (8)  Cornelia  died  in  infancy. 

George  M.  Southmayd  acquired  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools,  and  after 
he  had  learned  the  trade  of  joiner  worked  in 
the  shipyards  of  Decker  & Brown,  on  East 
River,  at  the  foot  of  10th  street,  from  1847  to 
1853.  While  residing  in  Danbury  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  busi- 
ness, from  1853  to  1865.  During  the  progress 
of  the  Civil  war  lie  was  a member  of  one  of 


the  five  companies  (Company  A,  Eleventh 
Regiment)  which  were  raised  in  Danbury,  and 
served  six  months,  participating  in  the  battle 
of  Newbern,  N.  C.,  following  which  his  health 
failed,  and  he  was  obliged  to  resign,  after  a 
year's  service.  He  assisted  greatly  in  the  re- 
cruiting service,  his  interest  never  failing  as 
long  as  there  was  work  in  that  line  to'  be  done. 
A very  active  Republican,  in  1886  he  was 
a representative  in  the  Assembly,  serving  ac- 
ceptably on  the  committee  on  Humane  Institu- 
tions, and  he  was  alsoi  called  upon  to  serve  as 
member  of  the  council  and  as  alderman  for 
several  terms  in  Middletown,  Conn. ; during 
his  administration  many  schemes  of  benefit  to 
the  community  were  successfully  carried  to 
completion.  In  1893  he  retired  from  active 
business. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Southmayd  to  Caro^ 
line  O’Neill  was  celebrated  June  18,  1848,  and 
children  as  follows  were  born  to  this  union : 
One  that  died  in  infancy ; Georgiana,  who  died 
young;  George  A.,  who  married  Martha  At- 
kinson, and  died  in  January,  1898  (he  was 
engaged  with  his  father  in  the  undertaking 
business  in  Middletown)  ; Elizabeth  who  mar- 
ried Dr.  George  A.  Macdonald,  of  New 
York,  and  became  the  mother  of  ten  children; 
Grace  D.,  wife  of  William  C.  Hubbard,  living- 
in  Durham;  Carrie  A.,  wife  of  Ernest  Robin- 
son, also'  living  in  Durham ; A.  Lincoln,  an  un- 
dertaker of  Middletown,  who  married  Flor- 
ence Markham;  Mary,  who  died  in  infancy;  J. 
Franklin,  a graduate  of  Columbia  University, 
and  now  a physician  of  New  York,  who  mar- 
ried Katherine  Farrar,  of  Yonkers,  and  has 
one  daughter,  Katherine;  and  Harry  B.,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Southmayd  is  a valued  member  of 
Trinity  Episcopal  Church  of  Middletown,  with 
which  his  wife  also'  united.  She  died  April  19, 
1902.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  St. 
John’s  Lodge,  No.  2,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  has 
been  for  many  years  a member  of  Mansfield 
Post,  G.  A.  R. 

WILLIAM  B.  SENGLAUB  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  and  steady-going  young  men  of 
Middletown.  His  friends  are  very  numerous, 
and  of  all  political  faiths,  for  he  has  won  his 
place  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  community  by 
his  uniform  courtesy  and  upright  and  reliable 
dealing  with  all  who  come  to  him. 

Louis  Senglaub,  his  father,  was  born  in 
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Saxony,  Germany,  in  January,  1837,  and  came 
to  the  United  States  when  about  nineteen  years 
old.  When  he  first  came  to  Middletown  he 
was  employed  by  Prof.  Smith,  of  Wesleyan 
University,  and  from  him  learned  his  first 
English.  He  was  afterward  with  Benjamin 
Douglas,  and  with  Mr.  Stroud,  from  whom  he 
learned  the  machinist’s  trade,  at  which  he 
worked  in  Waterbury,  Bridgeport,  New  H|a- 
ven  and  elsewhere.  He  was  a fine  musician, 
and  learned  to  play  brass  instruments  under 
John  Stack,  and  was  almost  invariably  con- 
nected with  some  musical  organization,  wher- 
ever he  might  be.  He  was  bandmaster  of  the 
Fourteenth  Connecticut  Volunteers  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  gave  many  concerts  at  the 
White  House  during  President  Lincoln’s  ad- 
ministration. 

Louis  Senglaub  and  Miss  Eliza  Prior  were 
married  in  May,  1859.  Mrs.  Senglaub  was 
born  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  December  11,  1841, 
daughter  of  Felix  and  Mary  A.  (Crosley) 
Prior,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  were  married 
there,  and  very  soon  afterward  came  to  this 
country.  They  located  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  but 
removed  after  some  years  to  Middletown, 
where  Felix  Prior  worked  in  shops;  in  the 
last  years  of  his  life  he  worked  for  the  Russell 
Company,  at  South  Farms.  He  lived  to  be 
sixty-five,  and  his  wife  to  the  age  of  fifty-five. 
They  were  buried  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  in 
Middletown.  They  had  four  children,  Eliza, 
Patrick,  Bernard  and  Mary  A.,  of  whom  Eliza 
was  the  only  one  who  lived  to  marry,  the  other 
three  dying  young.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Senglaub 
were  the  parents  of  three  children,  Nellie,  Lulu 
and  William  B. 

William  B.  Senglaub  was  born  in  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  November  14,  1869,  and  was  taken 
by  bis  parents  to  Middletown  when  a year  old, 
so  that  practically  his  entire  life  has  been  spent 
in  that  city.  He  attended  the  South  school, 
and  the  Middletown  high  school,  and  then  en- 
tered upon  a business  life  as  a clerk  for  ( Earles 
Schondorf,  with  whom  he  remained  six  vears. 
He  was  then  for  four  years  with  Thomas 
Walsh.  His  genial  manners  and  courteous 
ways  brought  him  into  public  notice,  and  the 
more  he  was  brought  before  the  public  the  bet- 
ter he  was  liked.  In  1895  he  was  nominated 
on  the  Democratic  ticket  .'is  town  tax  collec- 
tor, was  easily  elected,  and  was  re-elected  in 
1897  by  an  increased  majority,  and  lie  still 
holds  the  position,  having  been  w cLcted  in 


1899  and  1901.  In  1896  he  was  elected  city 
tax  collector,  to  which  office  he  has  been  re- 
elected each  year  since.  In  1897  he  was  like- 
wise honored  with  election  to  the  office  of  city 
school  tax  collector,  in  which  he  has  also  been 
retained  by  yearly  re-elections,  being  thus  de- 
clared by  tbe  people's  votes  to  be  the  right 
man  in  the  right  place.  He  attends  to  the 
business  of  his  incumbencies  with  the  most 
scrupulous  care.  In  business  hours  he  can 
always  be  found  in  his  office  in  the  municipal 
building,  where  he  meets  all  with  a sincere  de- 
sire to  do  the  right  thing.  Mr.  Senglaub  is  a 
Democrat  in  political  faith,  and  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  President  Cleveland. 

LLTTHER  B.  YORK,  who  is  now  living 
retired  in  California,  was  among  the  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  Deep  River,  and  for  many 
years  was  one  of  the  skilled  workmen  in  the 
great  firm  of  Pratt,  Read  & Co.,  of  Deep  River. 

Solomon  York,  his  father,  was  born  in 
Sedgwick,  Plancock  Co.,  Maine,  in  which  lo- 
cality the  York  family  was  an  old  and  numer- 
ous one.  Solomon  was  the  youngest  in  a fam- 
ily of  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  By  occu- 
pation he  was  a fisherman,  and  followed  that 
vocation  all  his  life.  He  died  in  the  tow  n w here 
lie  was  born,  and  there  his  remains  lie.  Al- 
though all  through  his  seventy-two  years  he 
was  an  industrious  man.  and  owned  his  own 
fishing  vessels,  he  died  poor.  For  many  vears 
he  had  ardently  espoused  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  in  his  religious  belief 
was  a Baptist,  holding  membership  with  the 
church  in  Sedgwick.  Solomon  York  and  Sar- 
ah Stinson,  of  Deer  Isle,  Maine,  were  married 
there,  and  she  survived  him  but  two  years, 
dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  The  children 
of  this  marriage  were:  Charles  F..  a cripple, 
never  married,  and  died  in  Sedgwick,  at  tbe 
age  of  si xt v years;  Orilla  F.  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Alden,  a merchant  of  Brooklyn, 
Maine,  where  they  reside;  Luther  B.  is  men- 
tioned below;  Sarah  Jane  married  August 
Blake,  and  died  in  Brooklyn.  Maine. 

Luther  B.  York  was  born  July  J4.  1838. 
in  that,  part  of  Sedgwick,  Maine,  which  has 
since  been  set  off  and  is  now  called  Brooklyn. 
1 1 is  educational  advantages  in  liovhood  w ere 
very  limited,  two  months'  attendance  during 
the  winters,  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old, 
being  the  average,  as  during  the  summers  lie 
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was  busy  with  his  father  in  the  fishing  busi- 
ness. When  he  was  twenty  he  went  on  the 
water,  and  continued  that  life  for  the  succeed- 
ing five  years,  filling  every  position  on  a boat 
from  that  of  cook  to  that  of  captain.  His  earn- 
ings were  small,  and  until  the  death  of  his 
parents  he  contributed  to  their  support.  Fi- 
nally he  became  captain  of  a fishing  vessel  of 
forty  tons,  which  was  owned  in  Sedgwick,  and 
until  1863  was  engaged  in  the  fishing  trade 
along  the  New  England  coast,  between  Sedg- 
wick and  Boston,  but  gave  the  business  up 
and  went  to  Boston  to  look  up  something  more 
remunerative.  For  one  winter  he  drove  a 
horse  car  there,  and  Was  later  employed  in 
organ  bellows  making  in  the  organ  factory  of 
S.  B.  & H.  W.  Smith,  of  Boston,  beginning 
with  them  at  the  moderate  salary  of  $4  per 
week,  and  paying  $3.50  for  his  board;  but  this 
did  not  continue  long,  for  very  soon  he  pro- 
gressed in  the  business  and  became  a key 
maker,  and  was  employed  with  increased 
wages  at  this  until  March,  1864,  when  he  came 
to  Deep  River  and  entered  the  employ  of  Pratt. 
Read  & Co.,  as  a key  maker.  The  same  year 
he  assisted  in  the  making  of  the  first  piano 
key-board  manufactured  in  that  factory;  this 
firm  has  now  the  largest  factory  in  Deep  River, 
and  is  extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  key-boards.  For  eighteen  years  Mr.  York 
followed  the  business  of  key  maker,  doing  con- 
tract work  on  key-board  making,  and  was  very 
successful,  having  natural  ability  for  that  line 
of  work.  Later  he  was  promoted  to  be  fore- 
man of  the  finishing  department  of  the  fac- 
tory, at  times  having  eighty  men  under  him. 
The  close  application  and  confinement,  for  so 
many  years,  at  last  told  upon  his  health,  and 
in  July,  1900,  he  resigned  his  position,  and 
severed  relations  with  a house  with  which  his 
long  connection  had  been  both  pleasant  and 
profitable  on  both  sides.  Much  of  his  time  is 
now  spent  in  travel,  in  the  hope  of  restoring 
himself  again  to  a robust  condition. 

On  June  20,  1866,  Mr.  York  was  married, 
in  Deep  River,  to  Miss  Lodiskia  C.  Post,  who 
was  born  October  19,  1848,  in  Deep  River, 
daughter  of  Calvin  G.  and  Lucy  M.  (Kelsey) 
Post,  the  former  of  whom  was  a farmer,  well 
known  in  this  locality.  Mrs.  York  died  April 
10,  1899,  deeply  lamented  by  a large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances.  The  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  York  were ; ( 1 ) Frank  Lu- 

ther, a meat  dealer  in  Deep  River,  born  July 


6,  1869,  was  married  March  12,  1890,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Schallehn,  of  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  who 
died,  leaving  one  child,  Luther  H.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1S91  ; he  was  married  (second)  De- 
cember 31,  1897,  to  Miss  Lillian  B.  Post,  and 
one  child  has  been  born  to  this  union,  Lillian 
Lodiskia,  born  May  6,  1900.  (2)  Robert 

Carlton,  born  September  13,  1871,  is  a jeweler 
and  engraver,  in  Deep  River.  (3)  Lillian  G., 
born  October  20,  1873,  died  June  14,  1894. 

(4)  Arthur  Garfield,  born  August  24,  1880, 
died  August  7,  1886.  I 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  York  is  with  the 
Republican  party;  he  is  no>  office  seeker.  His 
membership  in  the  Baptist  Church  is  of  long 
standing,  and  he  is  a generous  supporter  of 
the  charitable  and  benevolent  enterprises  of 
that  body,  while  socially  he  is  connected  with 
Trinity  Lodge,  No.  43,  F.  & A.  M.  In  1869  I 
Mr.  York  erected  one  of  the  most  attractive 
homes  in  Deep  River,  on  Kirtland  street,  and  \ 
resided  there  in  great  comfort  until  his  remov- 
al to  California.  He  is  a very  pleasant  and  I 
agreeable  gentleman,  and  a first-class  citizen, 
and  was,  and  is  still,  held  in  high  esteem  in  j 
Deep  River. 

JOHN  INGLIS,  a member  of  the  city  po- 
lice force  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county, 
is  a man  highly  regarded  by  all  who  know 
him,  both  in  private  life  and  as  a public  official. 

He  is  the  eldest  child  that  lived  to  maturity 
in  the  family  of  his  parents,  Alexander  and 
Euphemia  (Dick)  Inglis,  and  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  November  23,  1840. 

Mr.  Inglis  attended  the  schools  of  his  na- 
tive country  until  his  twelfth  year,  when  he 
came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents, 
who  settled  in  Middletown.  He  attended  what 
is  now  the  Middletown  high  school  but  a short 
time,  and  with  the  exception  of  some  night 
school  work,  concluded  his  schooling  just  as 
lie  was  entering  his  teens.  When  he  was  about 
thirteen  years  of  age  he  went  toi  work  in  the 
Douglas  pump  shop  at  what  was  called  chain- 
making, receiving  twenty-five  cents  a day.  He 
worked  in  the  factory  until  1857,  when  he 
went  to  New:  Haven  to1  take  a place  as  milling 
machinist  in  the  armory.  After  working  in 
the  armory  about  two  years  he  went  South, 
in  1859,  and  was  there  employed  on  the  W. 

& S.  railroad,  transferring  freight  across  the 
Cape  Fear  river.  He  remained  in  North  Caro- 
lina until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war, 
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when  he  was  coerced  into  'becoming  a mem- 
ber of  Company  C,  Thirteenth  North  Carolina 
Light  Artillery,  known  as  the  Cape  Fear  Light 
Artillery.  Mr.  Inglis  served  four  years  in 
the  Confederate  army,  and  was  on  duty  much 
of  the  time  in  North  Carolina.  As  the  war 
drew  to  a close  he  was  engaged  at  Bermuda 
Hundred,  Petersburg,  and  in  and  around  Rich- 
mond. He  was  with  a portion  of  his  com- 
pany that  escaped  four  days  before  the  surren- 
der of  Lee,  and  was  not  apprehended  until 
he  reached  Lynchburg.  He  gave  parole,  and 
went  on  his  way  back  to  North  Carolina.  But 
he  did  not  remain  there  long,  in  July,  1865, 
returning  to  Middletown,  and  entering  the  em- 
ploy of  w'hat  was  then  the  firm  of  Wilcox  & 
Hill.  He  remained  in  their  factory  for  fifteen 
years,  in  the  blacksmith  department.  Mr.  In- 
glis is  a natural  mechanic,  and  his  ability  in 
that  direction  was  frequently  tested  during  his 
experience  in  the  army.  About  1880  Mr.  In. 
glis  entered  the  W.  & B.  Douglas  Company’s 
factory,  and  remained  with  that  firm  until 
he  went  on  the  police  force,  in  1886.  He 
proved  a capable  and  reliable  officer,  and  has 
held  his  position  without  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty. 

John  Inglis  and  Miss  Jeanette  Robertson 
were  married  in  May,  1869,  She  is  a native 
of  Stirling,  Scotland,  and  a daughter  of  Rich- 
ard and  Jeanette  (Abercrombie)  Robertson, 
of  Kirk  Lane,  Stirlingshire,  Scotland.  Ider 
father  died  in  that  country,  and  her  mother 
brought  her  to  this  country  when  she  was  but 
twelve  years  old,  from  which  time  she  was 
reared  in  Middletown.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Inglis 
have  had  the  following  children:  Alex  died 

at  the  age  of  two  and  a half  years.  Jeanette 
A.,  of  Richmond,  Va.,  is  the  eldest  living 
child.  John  is  a machinist  at  Derby,  Conn., 
and  was  trained  for  the  business  by  Pratt  & 
Whitney,  of  Hartford.  Margaret  lives  at  Mid- 
dletown, as  does  her  sister,  Euphemia,  Mrs. 
R.  Page  Newton. 

Mr.  Inglis  is  a member  of  Central  Lodge, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  lie  is  an 
industrious  and  straightforward  man,  and  has 
reared  a fine  family. 

PATRICK  BARRY,  one  of  the  best 
known  citizens  of  his  nationality  in  Portland, 
has  lived  to  see  a great  change  in  the  quarry 
business,  the  most  important  employer  of  labor 
in  Portland.  Years  ago  the  men  employed 


there  were  largely  Irish ; today  there  is  scarcely 
one — a complete  reversal  of  affairs. 

Mr.  Barry  was  the  pioneer  business  man 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  depot  in  Portland, 
but  for  a number  of  years  has  lived  a retired 
life.  He  was  born  in  Middleton,  County  Cork, 
Ireland,  in  1827,  a son  of  Edmund  and  Ellen 
(Rohan)  Barry,  who  both  died  in  Ireland,  and 
Patrick  is  the  only  one  of  the  family  now  liv- 
ing. Of  the  others,  Jamies  lived  in  Portland 
for  some  time,  and  went  to  California,  where 
he  died,  leaving  a large  estate;  William  lived 
in  Portland,  went  to  California,  where  he  died, 
but  his  remains  are  buried  in  Portland;  Ellen 
married  James  Flynn,  and  died  in  Portland; 
and  Mary  married  James  Barry  and  died  in 
Portland. 

Patrick  Barry  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1844,  an<J  attended  school  here  for  two  years. 
He  crossed  the  ocean  on  the  sailing  vessel 
“Yorkshire,”  and  made  the  voyage  from  Liv- 
erpool to  New  York  in  twenty-one  days.  He 
came  to  Portland  and  secured  a position  as 
a driver  in  the  Middlesex  quarry,  and  here  he 
earned  his  first  money  in  the  United  States. 
After  a year  or  two  in  the  quarry  the  young 
Irish  lad  went  to  work  on  the  farm  of  Fred- 
erick Hall,  who  was  one  of  the  prominent  men 
of  the  town  at  that  time.  After  about  ten 
years  in  the  employment  of  this  gentleman, 
he  returned  to  the  quarry,  and  there  held  some 
very  responsible  positions.  He  ran  the  derrick, 
and  the  last  work  he  did  was  on  the  steam 
pump,  for  which  he  received  three  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents  a day.  Mr.  Barry  left  the 
quarry  and  began  business  for  himself  on  the 
site  where  he  is  today,  and  where  he  erected 
all  the  buildings.  When  he  began,  there  were 
but  two  houses  near  the  depot,  and  his  proper- 
ty was  a bare  lot. 

For  his  first  wife  Mr.  Barry  married  Miss 
Eliza  Bransfield,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Bransfield.  Two 
children  were  born  to  this  union:  Mary  is 

the  deceased  wife  of  John  McKinley,  of  Port- 
land; and  Edmund  died  in  childhood.  Mrs. 
Barry  died  in  1884,  and  three  years  later  Mr. 
Barry  married  Mary  (Crowley)  McBride, 
widow  of  John  McBride,  by  whom  she  had  one 
child,  Jessie,  who  died  in  childhood.  Mrs. 
Barry  came  to  this  count  r\  when  quite 
young  from  her  birthplace.  County  Cork,  Ire- 
land, to  Boston,  where  she  lived  for  s<mic 
vears;  she  is  a thorough  business  woman,  who 
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reads  much  and  is  most  intelligent.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barry  have  adopted  a sen,  Walter  Vin- 
cent de  Paul,  who  was  born  October  21,  1883, 
and  wlho  graduated  from  the  English  high 
school  in  Boston  in  1901,  and  pursued  a post- 
graduate course  in  1902,  taking  several  prizes 
in  that  year;  he  is  a fine  musician  and  very 
promising.  His  foster  parents  place  great 
value  on  education,  and  he  has  had  every  care 
exerted  in  his  training  and  every  advantage 
has  been  given  him.  Mr.  Barry  is  a Democrat 
and  willing  to  work  hard  at  any  time  to'  elect 
a good  man  to  office.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  are  affil- 
iated with  St.  Mary’s  Parish,  in  Portland. 

GEORGE  COX,  a striking  illustration  of 
the  time-honored  individual,  “the  jolly  miller,’’ 
owns  and  manages  the  Ravine  Mills,  situated 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  town  of  Portland.  The 
ceaseless  grind  of1  the  old  mill  has  been  heard 
for  many  years,  and  its  polished  floors  tell  of 
the  passage  of  many  feet.  George  Cox  was 
born  August  30,  1845,  at  Nether  Winchendon 
Mill,  Buckinghamshire,  England,  a son  of 
George  and  Eliza  (Barnaby)  Cox. 

George  Cox,  Sr.,  was  born  February  18, 
1810,  at  Priest  End,  Oxford,  England,  and 
was  the  son  of  a farmer  who  lived  and  died 
in  that  country.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a 
miller  in  his  native  country.  Eliza  Barnaby 
was  born  November  7,  1821,  in  Aylesbury, 
Buckinghamshire,  England,  wdiere  they  were 
married  November  21,  1844.  On  July  13, 
1846,  with  their  infant  son,  George,  the  young 
couple  landed  in  the  United  States  from  the 
packet  ship,  “Toronto',”  after  a voyage  of  four 
weeks  on  the  ocean.  They  came  to  Glaston- 
bury, where  for  a year  the  father  was  in  charge 
of  a mill.  His  two-  brothers,  Isaac  and  John 
Cox,  also  came  to  this  country  a year  later, 
and  were  employed  by  him  in  carrying  on  a 
steam  milling  business  in  Hartford.  In  the 
spring  of  1852,  John  went  into  business  for 
himself  at  Bloomfield,  and  George  Cox,  Sr., 
bought  the  mill  property  in  Portland  which 
has  since  been  known  as  Cox’s  mill,  buying 
also  an  acre  and  a half  of  land  with  the  mill. 
He  followed  the  milling  business  here  during 
his  remaining  days,  having  his  brother,  Isaac, 
for  a partner  after  the  first  year,  and  became 
a well  known  and  highly  respected  citizen  of 
the  place,  and  left  a good  name.  He  was  a 
pronounced  Democrat,  and  was  elected  to-  the 


State  Legislature.  He  died  October  2,  1880, 
and  his  widow  passed  away  April  1,  1890,  and 
both  were  buried  in  Center  cemetery.  They 
were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
highly  respected  people  in.  their  day.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children : George ; 

Mary  A.,  born  in  Hartford,  August  12,  1848, 
married  Charles  H.  Stocking,  December  21, 
1870,  and  died  in  Portland;  Eliza,  born  De- 
cember 24,  1849,  Hartford,  died  July  6, 
1901,  at  the  home  of  her  brother, 
George;  and  Isaac,  born  February  8, 
1852,  is  a resident  of  Portland.  Isaac 
Cox,  Sr.,  brother  oifl  George,  Sr.,  and 
uncle  of  our  subject,  died,  unmarried,  Septem- 
ber 17,  1890. 

George  Cox,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  first  attended  public  school  in  Hart- 
ford, and  was  seven  years  old  when  his  parents 
came  to  Portland.  He  lived  at  home,  and 
from  a child  was  reared  to  the  milling  busi- 
ness. He  has  always  worked  at  home,  and 
has  never  worked  for  wages  in  his  life.  When 
he  was  a boy,  his  father  was  deeply  in  debt, 
and  he  gave  his  labor  freely  to  help  the  family 
out.  As  he  grew  up  he  kept  on  in  the  mill, 
and  when  his  father  died  the  business  was  con- 
tinued as  it  is  tO'-day.  From  time  to'  time  ad- 
ditions have  been  made  to*  the  property,  until 
it  includes  about  forty  acres  of  land  and  is 
one  of  the  desirable  properties  of  the  town. 
Mr.  Cox  gives  considerable  attention  to  to- 
bacco culture,  and  raises  about  three  acres  each 
year.  He  is  a wide-awake  business  man,  and 
has  a large  business  as  a custom  miller. 

On  February  3,  1875,  Mr.  Cox  was  mar- 
ried to-  Jennie  E.  White,  who  was  born  in 
Portland,  a daughter  of  William  S.  and  Emily 
(Strickland)  White.  To  this  union  were 
born  two  children:  Emily  Eliza,  October  11, 

1883,  is  attending  the  Portland  high  school, 
and  William  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cox  are  members  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  he  is  a vestryman.  Politically  he  is 
a prominent  Democrat,  and  in  1899  was  elected 
selectman  of  Portland. 

STURGES  GRAY  REDPIELD.  Among 
the  worthy  representative  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Clinton,  Middlesex  county,  inheriting  an 
old  and  well-known  name,  is  Sturges  Gray 
Redfield,  who  can  trace  his  ancestry  in  an  un- 
broken line  back  to  1639.  Still  better  than 
that  he  can  point  to  his  own  success  as  a busi- 
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ness  man  and  his  standing  as  an  esteemed  citi- 
zen, a position  he  has  attained  through  his 
own  efforts  unassisted  by  the  merits  of  by- 
gone forbears. 

In  the  old  records  of  Cambridge,  Mass., 
and  New  London,  Conn.,  the  name  of  his 
family,  previous  to  1662,  was  written  Redfm, 
but  while  the  family  lived  in  New  London  the 
name  seems  to  have  gradually  assumed  the 
form  of  Redfield.  William  Redfin,  probably 
an  emigrant  from  England,  as  early  as 
1639,  occupied  a house  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Charles  River,  some  six  miles  from 
Boston.  It  is  knowln  that  in  1653  he  was  lo- 
cated in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Ledyard, 
some  ten  miles  distant  from  the  city  of  New 
London,  Conn.,  and  in  1657,  at  a point  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  and  north  of  the  present 
city  of  New  London.  His  death  occurred  in 
1662,  his  wife,  Rebecca,  surviving  him.  The 
children  of  this  marriage  were:  Lydia,  born  in 
1636;  Rebecca,  born  in  1641;  James,  born  in 
1646;  and  Judith,  born  in  1649. 

From  this  sturdy  old  ancestor,  William 
Redfin,  Sturges  Gray  Redfield  is  a descendant 
in  the  ninth  generation,  his  line  being  through 
fames,  Theophilus,  Daniel,  Daniel  (2),  Eben- 
ezer, Eben  and  Charles  W. 

James  Redfin,  or  Redfield,  son  of  William, 
was  born  in  1646,  and  became  an  apprentice 
0 the  tanner’s  trade  in  1662,  in  New  London, 
Conn.  In  1669  he  was  united  in  marriage,  at 
N'ew  Haven,  with  Elizabeth  How,  and  he  later 
•emoved  to  Saybrook,  then  fo  Fairfield,  in 
(693.  There  he  contracted  his  second  mar- 
riage to  Deborah  Sturges.  The  children  of  the 
irst  union  were:  Elizabeth,  born  in  1670; 

Sarah,  in  1673;  and  Theophilus,  in  1682.  By 
lis  second  marriage:  Margaret  was  born  in 
694,  and  James  in  1696. 

Theophilus  Redfield,  son  of  James,  was 
>om  in  1682,  and  died  in  1 75<>.  In  1706  he 
narriod  Priscilla  Grinnell.  He  settled  in  Kill- 
ngworth,  and  in  1717  the  family  removed  to 
hestnut  Mill,  in  North  Killingworth,  where 
iis  name  is  often  found  as  figuring  in  public 
ffairs.  Me  was  a joiner  by  trade.  Mis  ch i 1- 
Iren  were:  Daniel,  born  in.  1707:  Elizabeth, 

n 1 7(x; ; Richard,  in  171  1 ; Ebenezer,  in  1713: 
wdia,  in  1715;  Theophilus,  in  1718;  Priscilla, 
11  1720;  Peleg.  in  1723;  George,  in  1725; 
Villiam,  in  1727;  Josiah,  in  1730;  Jane,  in 
733:  and  James,  in  1735. 

Daniel  Redfield,  son  of  Theophilus,  was 


born  in  1707,  and  resided  in  Clinton,  for  a 


1758,  and  his  widow,  Elizabeth,  died  in  1775. 
They  were  married  in  1728,  and  their  children 
were:  Daniel,  born  in  1729;  Roswell,  in  1731 ; 
Margaret,  in  1732;  John,  in  1735;  Elizabeth, 
in  1737;  Samuel,  in  1741;  and  Sylvester,  in 
*744- 

Daniel  Redfield  (2-),  son  of  Daniel,  was 
born  in  1729,  and  married  Margaret  Crane, 
in  1749.  He  engaged  in  farming  in  Clinton, 

I where  he  was  also  a blacksmith,  and  where 
his  death  occurred  in  1788.  His  children  were: 
Ruth,  born  in  1750;  Simeon,  in  1752;  Nathan- 
iel, in  1755;  Ruth  (2),  in  1756;  Elizabeth,  in 
1 759  j Mary,  in  1761;  Margaret,  in  1763; 
Daniel,  in  1764;  Ebenezer,  in  1767;  and  Mary 
L.,  in  1771. 

Ebenezer  Redfield,  son  of  Daniel  (2),  was 
I born  in  1767,  and  was  a sea  captain.  He  mar- 
ried Phebe,  daughter  of  David  Dibble,  and  his 
death  occurred  in  1837,  his  wife  dying  in  1832. 
Their  children  were:  Elizabeth,  born  in  1791  ; 
Lucy,  in  1793;  William,  in  1797;  Eben,  in 
1801 ; and  Phebe,  in  1807  (died  in  1832). 

Eben  Redfield,  son  of  Ebenezer.  and  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  June  4, 
1801.  He  was  a grocer  in  New  York  City, 
engaged  in  business  with  Charles  Morgan,  for 
many  years  prior  to  1828,  his  fixation  in  Clin- 
ton dating  from  that  year.  Ship  carpentry 
was  his  employment  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  and 
he  died  in  Clinton.  On  September  7.  1825.  he 
married,  in  New  York,  Sarah  Sturges  Gray, 
who  was  born  in  Westport,  N.  Y..  September 
6.  1804,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Marv 
(Stott)  Gray,  and  the  following  named  chil- 
dren blessed  this  union  : Mary  E.,  who  mar- 

ried Rev.  William  Moore,  resides  in  Ha  rtf'  rd, 
Conn. ; James  H.  resides  in  New  York;  Caro- 
line A.,  who  married  Judge  W illiam  Ix>ck- 
wood,  lives  in  Bridgeport.  Conn. ; Charles  Wes- 
ley is  mentioned  helow  : Almira,  the  youngest 
of  the  family.  l*orn  in  1837.  died  in  1856. 

Charles  Wesley  Redfield.  father  of  Sturges 
Gray,  was  born  in  Clinton.  February  27.  1833, 
and  eailv  displayed  a fondness  for  the  water, 
going  when  a lad  on  vessels  engaged  in  the 
coasting  trade.  Mis  early  captains  were  the 
well-known  Henry  and  Levi  Mull  and  George 
Burrows.  Later  he  became  a clerk  in  the 
store  of  Capt.  Henry  and  Deacon  William 
Mull,  at  Clinton,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  began  work  in  the  employ  of  the  Fall 
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River  Steamboat  Company,  as  an  oiler.  In 
time  he  rose  to  the  position  of  assistant  en- 
gineer to  Frederick  St  urges,  who  was  chief  en- 
gineer, and  later  became  an  engineer,  remain- 
ing with  the  company  about  ten  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  period  he  bought  out  the  gen- 
eral store  of  John  Andrews,  in  Clinton,  where 
he  was  successfully  engaged  for  the  succeeding 
ten  years,  since  which  time  he  has  disposed  of 
his  business,  and  now  lives  in  retirement  in 
Clinton.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Jeptha 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Clinton. 

In  May,  1859,  Mr.  Redfield  was  married  to- 
Annie  P.  Sturges,  a daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Priscilla  (Famiham)  Sturges,  and  a,  descend- 
ant of  John  Alden  and  Priscilla  Mullen.  Fred- 
erick Sturges  was  a very  efficient  steamboat 
engineer.  Among  other  well  known  steamers 
of  their  day  on  which  he  was.  employed  was 
the  “Metropolis,”  of  the  Fall  River  line,  which 
for  many  years  after  she  was  built  was  the 
largest  cylinder  boat  in  the  world,  and  so. 
stanch  and  well  proportioned  that  plans  of  her 
construction  were  requested  by  foreign  build- 
ers. This  boat  still  holds  the  record  to1  this 
date  for  fast  time  between  Sand  Point  and 
Fall  River.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Redfield  were:  Sturgis  G. ; Florence  A.,  who 
married  and  resides  in  Bridgeport ; and 
Harry  B. 

Sturges  G.  Redfield  was  born  December 
9,  i860,  in  Clinton,  and  received  a primary 
education  in  the  common  schools.  His  train- 
ing was  intended  to'  make  of  him  an  honest  and 
industrious  man,  he  at  the  age  of  twelve  being 
placed  at  work  in  his  father’s  store,  where 
every  moment  of  his  spare  time  was  spent. 
When  others  of  his  age  had  vacations,  he 
kept  faithfully  to'  his  work,  and  although  he 
could  not  be  expected  to  enjoy  the  continued 
toll,  'he  formed  habits  of  thrift  and  industry 
which  have  contributed  to  his  permanent  suc- 
cuss.  Until  he  was  twenty-one,  he  was  in  his 
father’s  employ  and  then  he  accepted  a posi- 
tion with  Leander  L.  Hull,  of  Clinton,  a well- 
known  and  successful  business  man,  who  had 
been  a silent  observer  of  the  faithfulness  of 
the  youth.  No  exalted  position  was  offered 
Mr.  Redfield,  for  as  a man-of-all-work  he  be- 
gan his  duties,  but  was  soon  promoted,  and 
still  later  was  advanced  to'  the  position  of 
traveling  salesman  and  confidential  clerk.  As 
such  he  continued,  and  learned  much  from  his 
employer,  whose  practical  methods  and  bright 


ideas  had  enabled  him  to  succeed,  and  in  Feb-  J 
ruary,  1898,  Mr.  Redfield  purchased  the  whole  | 
business  of  Mr.  Hull,  since  that  time  conduct- 
ing it  under  the  firm  name  of  the  L.  L.  Hull 
Co.,  it  being  a well  known  house  in  the  line  j 
of  scales  and  hardware  specialties.  He  has  J 
built  up  a large  and  flourishing  business  and  | 
sells  in  almost  every  city  in  the  country,  and  1 
also  exports  to  other  countries.  Mr.  Hull  had 
established  a reputation  with  the  trade  as  the 
manufacturer  of  tire  Universal  Spring  Scale,, 
for  family  use,  and  also  many  styles  of  counter 
scales,  and  for  years  was  the  selling  agent 
of  the  Spofford  braces,  alsoi  hollow  handle  tool 
sets  made  by  J.  S.  Fray  & Co.,  of  Bridgeport. 
This  business  is  continued  by  Mr.  Redfield,.  1 
who  in  addition  acts  as  State  selling  agent  for 
the  Millers  Falls  Co.,  of  Millers  Falls,  Mass., 
whose  product  of  hardware  is  known  through-  '[ 
out  the  world.  He  is  also  secretary  of  the  j 
Clinton  Electric  Light  & Power  Company.  i 
On  April  21,  1890,  Mr.  Redfield 

was  married  to  Mary  Hill  McAlley,  who 
was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  July  23,  1861, 
a daughter  of  James  and  Mlargaret  (Tay- 
lor) McAlley,  both  of  whom,  were  born 
in  Glasgow,  Scotland.  T01  this  union 
have  been  born:  Leander  Hull,  March  21, 

1891 ; and  Sturges  Gray,  Jr.,  January  20, 
1894,  both  bright  and  intelligent  children.  f 
In  his  politics  Mr.  Redfield  is  a Democrat,  j 
but  the  only  offices  he  has  consented  to'  fill  J 
are  those  of  secretary  of  the  board  of  educa-  | 
tion,  auditor  of  the  town  accounts,  and  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  relief ; he  has  been  connect- 
ed with  the  settlement  of  several  estates,  and 
now  holds  several  trusteeships.  Mr.  Redfield 
has  been  very  public-spirited.  Owning  a large  } 
property  at  Ridgewood-on-the-Sound,  he  has  i 
permitted  the  use  of  a most  beautiful  grove  of 
hickory  to  be  used  by  the  public  as  a place  j 
of  recreation  in  summer.  This  land  must  prove  ; 
of  great  financial  value,  as  it  has  a shore  front-  | 
age  of  one  thousand  feet,  extending  inland 
from  150  to'  600  feet,  the  whole  covering  about.  : 
ten  acres.  The  town  of  Clinton  has  opened  a 
roadway  to  this  property,  which  Mr.  Red- 
field proposes  to>  make  into'  desirable  building 
lots,  it  being  an  ideal  spot  as  a summer  resort. 
The  beach  is  of  white  sand,  free  from  stones 
and  shell,  and  When  the  land  is  covered  with 
attractive  summer  cottages,  sold  only  to  desira-  ; 
ble  persons,  there  is  every  promise  that  it  will  ' 
become  one  of  the  exclusive  and  fashionable 
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resorts  of  Clinton,  being  only  two-  miles  from 
the  Clinton  station,  and  already  being  con- 
nected with  the  local  waterworks  and  electric 
lights. 

WILLIAM  HEN'RfY  WHITBY,  the 
leading  market  man  and  meat  dealer  in  Port- 
land, is  one  of  the  thrifty  and  reliable  business 
men  of  the  town,  and  has  fought  his  way  up- 
ward from  the  place  of  a clerk  to  his  present 
enviable  standing.  He  was  born  in  Portland, 

- September  6,  1855,  a son  of  Robert  and  Cath- 
erine (Burkhill ) Whitby,  and  is  a brother  of  S. 
B.  Whitby,  whose  biography  appears  in  this 
publication.  The  father  died  when  young 
William  was  only  ten  years  old. 

William  H.  Whitby  was  reared  in  Port- 
land, and  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  At  a comparatively  early  age,  after 
the  fashion  of  the  times  for  stalwart  and  ambi- 
tious young  men,  he  entered  the  Shaler  & Hall 
quarry,  working  during  the  season,  and  attend- 
ing the  winter  sessions  of  the  district  schools. 
He  remembers  with  particular  regard  two  of 
the  teachers  of  his  early  youth,  Miss  Jennie 
Eddy  and  Miss  Llattie  Culver.  When  he  was 
seventeen  years  old  he  became  a clerk  for 
Trewhella  & Company,  market  men  at  Port- 
land, and  remained  with  them  for  about  a year. 
When  the  firm  became  Trewhella  & Allen  he 
was  still  retained,  and  upon  the  dissolution  of 
the  firm  and  the  departure  of  Mr.  Trewhella 
to  carry  on  the  lriarket  business  elsewhere,  he 
insisted  that  young  Whitby  go  with  him.  The 
•young  man,  however,  preferred  to  remain  at 
home,  and  worked  for  M'r.  Allen,  who  contin- 
ued the  business,  under  the  name  of  N.  Allen 
& Company.  The  death  of  Mr.  Allen  from  ex- 
posure in  the  great  blizzard  of  March,  1888, 
[broke  up  the  firm.  In  May  of  that  year,  Mr. 

| Whitby  became  the  junior  partner  of  the  firm 
of  Allen  & Whitby,  his  associate  being  John 
Allen,  and  they  engaged  in  a general  market 
and  meat  business.  In  February,  1892,  Mr. 
Whitby  retired  from  this  firm,  and  began 
business  for  himself,  and  in  Mlay,  of  the  fol- 
lowing year,  his  market  was  removed  to  its 
present  stand. 

Mr.  Whitby  Wedded  Miss  Abbie  S.  \\  risley, 
of  Enfield,  Conn.,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Mariali  Wrislev.  They  have  one  child,  Lil- 
lian. Politically  our  subject  is  a Republican, 
but  his  business  has  been  so  close  and  exacting 
that  he  has  had  little  time  to  give  to  politics. 


He  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  a faithful  worker 
in  the  order.  In  1889  he  built  the  comfortable 
house,  on  Fairview  avenue  and  East  Main 
street,  in  which  his  family  is  living.  Mr. 
Whitby  began  business  in  a most  modest  way, 
and  has  always  given  his  closest  scrutiny  to  its 
every  detail.  He  has  always  been  a worker,  and 
there  is  nothing  connected  with  the  market  to 
which  he  cannot  personally  attend.  His  hon- 
orable methods  and  upright  practices  have 
given  him  a high  business  standing,  and  he  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  men  of  the  town. 

WILLIAM  C.  FISHER,  treasurer  of  the 
Russell  Manufacturing  Company,  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  has  been  connected  for  many 
years  with  that  company. 

CHESTER  KELLOGG  HALE  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  at  Gildersleeve,  May  13, 
1853,  the  third  child  and  second  son  of  Titus 
and  Mary  Kellogg  (Strong)  Hale,  and  he 
grew  to  manhood  under  the  parental  roof. 
Under  the  direction  of  that  gifted  man.  his 
father  (see  sketch  elsewhere  in  this  volun 
he  received  instructions  that  have  produced 
lasting  results  in  his  own  career.  He  attended 
the  Gildersleeve  district  school,  where  he  was 
under  the  instruction  of  Miss  L.  Overton,  Miss 
Roselle  Wrislev,  and  Miss  Sheldon,  and  after- 
ward he  went  to  the  academy  at  East  Green- 
wich. 1 1 is  education  was  completed  in  Prof. 
Hurlbut’s  school  in  Middletown.  He  took 
hold  of  the  complicated  business  interests  of 
his  father,  and  somewhat  early  was  set  to  work, 
becoming  a good  business  man  while  still  young 
in  years.  Mr.  Hale  worked  on  the  farm  for 
his  father  until  1887.  Then,  in  company  with 
his  brother,  Edward  S.,  he  bought  it.  The 
next  year  his  brother  retired,  and  hL  place  in 
the  firm  was  taken  by  another  brother,  Harry 
T.,  and  the  two  conducted  it  until  the  death  of 
the  latter,  since  which  time  our  subject  has 
been  sole  owner.  He  L an  excellent  example 
of  a practical  farmer,  wise  and  conservative, 
yet  progressive,  and  is  a thoughtful  and  intelli- 
gent gentleman.  lie  owns  one  of  the  most 
productive  and  best-kept  farms  in  the  town, 
and  operates  on  a large  scale,  giving  close  at- 
tention to  all  details.  lie  is  a specialist  in  to- 
bacco culture,  and  his  crop  is  usually  among 
the  best,  lie  is  a large  dealer  in  leaf  tobacco, 
buying  extensively  for  the  New  York  market. 


780 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


and  handles  the  product  of  several  hundred 
acres  annually,  buying  throughout  the  Con- 
necticut River  Valley.  Mr.  Hale  is  known  as  a 
skillful  buyer,  and  during  the  busy  season  his 
pay-roll  includes  about  seventy  persons  hand- 
ling the  crop.  His  pastures  usually  contain 
some  fifteen  head  of  cattle,  and  his  home  and 
farm,  on  the  slope  of  the  Connecticut  river 
banks,  presents  a busy  and  cheerful  scene  at  all 
times. 

On  April  4,  1877,  Chester  K.  Hale  was 
married  to  Miss  Lillian  Myers,  who  was  born 
in  Lowell,  Mass.,  April  27,  1858,  a daughter 
of  William  and  Roxanna  (Leernan)  Myers. 
To  this  union  were  born  the  following  children  : 
Harold  E.,  born  March  19,  1881,  died  at  the 
age  of  five  years;  Chester  K.,  Jr.,  born  March 
30,  1883,  died  December  27,  1898;  Earl  Hart- 
well, born  August  28,  1890;  Titus  Stuart,  born 
March  10,  1895 ; and  Chester  Harry,  born 
April  23,  1899.  Mrs.  Hale  is  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  Socially  Mr.  Hale  is 
prominently  identified  with  Portland  Lodge, 
No.  35,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is  a charter 
member.  A man  of  pleasing  personality,  he 
converses  intelligently  on  topics  of  general  in- 
terest, and  is  popular  with  his  fellow  citizens. 
A Democrat  in  politics,  he  gives  attention  to 
the  obvious  duty  of  the  citizen,  but  does  not 
ask  for  political  preferment. 

LOUIS  P.  PARKER,  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  an  old  and  honored  family  of 
Middlesex  county,  is  prominently  associated 
with  the  banking  interests  of  Essex,  being 
cashier  of  the  Saybrook  Bank  of  that  place. 

John  Parker,  the  grandfather  of  Louis  P., 
was  a son  of  Tohn  Parker,  who  lived  on  Wig 
Hill  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was 
born  in  the  western  part  of  what  is  now  the 
town  of  Chester,  where  he  married  and  spent 
his  entire  life.  He  was  one  of  the  enterprising 
men  of  the  town,  engaged  in  shipbuilding,  and 
lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-three.  He  had  four 
sons,  Emory,  Samuel,  William  and  Gideon, 
the  nast  named  being  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. 

Gideon  Parker  was  horn  in  18 11  in  Ches- 
ter, where  he  died  in  1890.  He  married  Azu- 
bah  Warner,  who  was  born  in  the  Wig  Hill 
District,  town  of  Chester,  and  now  resides  in 
Deep  River.  Gideon  Parker  was  reared  to 
the  mercantile  business,  when  a mere  boy  be- 
coming a clerk  in  the  store  of  Esquire  Colt,  in 


Chester,  and  later  engaging  in  the  same  line 
himself,  occupying  what  is  remembered  as  the 
“stone  store.”  Selling  this,  he  mo'ved  to-  Brat- 
tleboro,  Vt.,  but  as  conditions  were  not  favor- 
able in  that  place  he  returned  to  Chester,  and 
in  1849  accepted  the  position  of  cashier  of  the 
Deep  River  National  Bank,  continuing  in  that 
position  until  the  time  of  his  death.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a stanch  Republican,  and  before 
he  went  into  the  banking  business,  he  took  an 
active  part  in  public  matters,  serving  as  town 
clerk  of  Chester,  and  also  holding  other  offices. 
Both  himself  and  wife  united  with  the  Deep 
River  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  was  a,  dea- 
con. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  were  born: 
Judson,  deceased;  Sarah  Jane,  of  Deep  River; 
Rosamund  Clarissa,  of  Hartford,  who'  married 
Lewis  Le  Vaughn,  and  has  two  sons,  William 
and  John,  both  of  Hartford;  Isabella  Frances, 
who  resides  in  Deep  River;  Genio'  S.  W.,  also: 
in  Hartford,  who  married  Ida  B.  Fuller,  and 
has  one  son,  Frank;  Louis  P. ; and  Gideon,  de- 
ceased. 

Louis  P.  Parker,  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  article,  was  born  in  Deep'  River  August 
7,  1858.  His  educational  advantages  were 
those  afforded  by  the  schools  of  his  native 
town,  and  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  he  be- 
came connected  with  the  bank  in  which  his 
father  was  cashier.  For  four  years  he  stud- 
ied under  a tutor,  while  engaged  in  learning 
the  banking  business,  thus  becoming  thorough- 
ly educated,  with  a practical  object  in  view. 
His  first  year  in  the  Deep  River  National  Bank 
was  as  an  assistant  to>  his  father,  and  during 
the  nine  succeeding  years  lie  held  the  position 
of  teller.  In  April,  1885,  he  came  to  Essex  and 
entered  the  Saybrook  Bank  as  cashier,  which 
position  he  has  since  filled,  also-  being  a direc- 
tor. This'  bank  was  established  September 
18,  1848,  as  a State  bank.  Its  president  was 
Samuel  Ingham,  the  first  cashier,  Edward  W. 
Pratt,  and  the  directors  were  Samuel  Ingham, 
Richard  P.  Williams,  Henry  L.  Champlain, 
Cornelius  B.  Doane,  Joseph  Elsworth,  Jared 
C.  Redfield,  Edward  W.  Pratt,  Erastus  C. 
Scranton,  John  D.  Leffingwell,  Samuel  C.  Ely, 
Henry  Hart,  George  E.  Goodspeed  and  Joseph' 
H.  Comstock.  From  the  first  the  business  has 
been  carried  on  in  a building  of  its  own,  as  at 
the  first  meeting  for  organization  it  was  voted 
to  build  a banking  house,  the  same  afterward 
sold  to'  and  now  occupied  by  the  Essex  Savings 
Bank.  In  1865  the  institution  was  merged 
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into-  a National  bank,  and  in  1885,  at  the  expir- 
ation of  that  charter,  it  again  returned  to  State 
ranking,  and  has  so*  remained.  In  1873,  the 
present  bank  building  was  erected,  and  at  that 
time  it  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  finest 
country  bank  edifices  in  the  State.  The  pres- 
idents of  the  bank  since  its  establishment  have 
oeen : Samuel  Ingham,  1848-1857;  Edward 

W.  Pratt,  1857-1860;  Cornelius  R.  Doane, 
1860-1873;  Jared  E.  Redfield,  1873-1885; 
Samuel  C.  Ely,  1885-1887;  Edwin  Ayer,  1887- 
1894;  James  Phelps,  1894-1900;  D.  Wilson 
Spencer,  1900.  The  present  board  has  George 
l.  Stevens  as  vice-president  and  our  subject 
as  cashier.  The  former  cashiers  have  been 
Edward  W.  Pratt,  Charles  S.  Hough  and  L. 
L.  Wooster.  The  capital  stock  of  the  bank  is 
$50,000. 

In  politics  Mr.  Parker  votes  with  the  Re- 
publicans. He  is  no  seeker  for  office.  He 
is  a man  of  influence  in  Essex,  and  is  financial- 
ly interested  in  the  Wood  Turning  Company, 
and  other  branches  of  business.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  trustee  for  a number 
of  years,  has  been  a deacon  since  1896,  and  was 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  Mr.- 
Parker’s  daughter,  Florine  M.,  was  born  to 
his  first  marriage.  His  second  marriage  was 
to  Margaret  A.  Minke,  a daughter  of  Jacob 
Minke,  of  Essex. 

CHAUNCEY  IRVING  PIARVEY,  a 
well-to-do  and  highly  respected  farmer  of  the 
town  of  Durham,  Middlesex  county,  near  the 
Haddam  town  line,  and  in  that  part  of 
Durham  known  as  Haddam  Quarter,  was 
born  in  Haddam  July  10,  1849,  son  °f  Edwin 
and  Betsey  (Nettleton)  Harvey. 

Elisha  Harvey,  grandfather  of  Chauncey 
1.,  came  to  Haddam  from  East  Haddam, 
Conn.,  and  located  on  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  Plenty  Weise,  where  he  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  life  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  and, 
at  his  death,  his  remains  were  interred  beside 
those  of  his  wife,  in  a little  plot  situated  on  the 
>ld  homestead,  lie  married  Lucy  Thomas,  to 
which  union  were  born  seven  children,  named 
is  follows:  Elisha,  who  died  when  a boy; 

Asel,  who  married  and  lived  in  Meriden;  Ed- 
win, father  of  Chauncey  I.;  Cynthia,  who  died 
in  Meriden,  the  wife  of  Levi  Bailey,  who  died 
in  Durham;  Olive,  who  was  married  to  a Mr. 
Lynn,  and  moved  to  Illinois;  Annie,  who  was 


the  wife  of  Thomas  Bailey,  and  lived  in  Had- 
dam; and  Elmira,  who  married  Ebenezer 
Clark,  and  became  the  mother  of  Chester  H. 
Clark,  of  Durham,  whose  biography  appears 
elswhere. 

Edwin  Harvey  was  born  June  8,  1805,  on 
the  farm  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  paragraph 
as  being  situated  in  Haddam,  and  there  he 
spent  his  boyhood  days.  While  still  a young 
man  he  traveled  throughout  the  West,  selling 
books  for  several  years.  On  returning  to 
Haddam  he  settled  on  the  old  homestead,  and 
engaged  in  farming  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
He  married  Betsey  Nettleton,  of  Killingworth, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  I.  Nettleton,  who  mar- 
ried a Thompson.  To  this  union  came  three 
children:  Olive  A.,  born  September  19,  1844, 

married  Levi  Leonard,  a farmer  of  Durham, 
and  died  November  1,  1888;  Edwin  E.,  born 
October  21,  1847,  first  married  Jane  E.  Bailey, 
and  later  Grace  Palmer  (he  is  mentioned  else- 
where) ; Chauncey  I.  was  the  youngest  of  the 
three.  The  father,  Edwin  Harvey,  met  with 
a tragic  end,  May  14,  1883.  His  death  was 
caused  by  his  clothing  catching  fire  when  he 
was  burning  brush  on  his  farm,  and  he,  being 
then  seventy-eight  years  of  age,  was  power- 
less to  save  himself.  He  had  been  a hard 
working  man,  was  pleasant  and  unassuming  in 
manner,  and  was  well  liked  and  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him. 

Chauncey  I.  Harvey  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  Haddam,  and  assisted  on 
the  home  farm  until  he  was  twenty-three  years 
of  age,  when  he  came  to  the  Johnson  Lane  Dis- 
trict in  the  town  of  Middletown,  and  hired  out 
to  Josiah  Hubbard  as  a hand  on  the  farm  n<  w 
occupied  by  Robert  Hubbard.  There  lie  re- 
mained for  nearly  four  years.  In  1875,  b° 
purchased,  of  Anson  Spencer,  his  present  farm 
in  Durham,  then  known  as  the  “Dr.  James 
Foote  place;’  it  comprised  then  only  100  acres, 
but  has  been  increased  by  Mr.  Harvey  to  175 
acres,  about  thirty-live  acres  of  which  are  un- 
der an  excellent  state  of  cultivation,  and  on 
which  Mr.  Harvev  carries  on  general  farming 
and  dairying. 

On  April  7,  1875.  Mr.  Harvey  married 
Miss  Eva  R.  Crandall,  who  was  born  lime  23. 
1848,  in  Burlington,  Hartford  Co..  Conn., 
daughter  of  lion.  John  and  Julia  (Atwater) 
Crandall.  John  Crandall  was  born  February 
1,  1815.  He  was  a farmer  by  vocation,  and 
was  a prominent  citizen,  and  one  of  the  most 
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able  politicians  O'f  Burlington,  where  he  held 
many  offices  of  trust  and  honor.  He  was  a 
sound  Democrat.  He  served  in  the  State 
Legislature  in  1852-53,  and  again  in  1866,  as 
representative  from  Burlington;  was  assessor 
of  his  town  for  sixteen  years;  a justice  of  the 
peace;  and  a registrar  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths  (for  a very  long  time.  He  died,  hon- 
ored by  all  his  fellow  citizens,  April  30,  1889. 
His  widow,  Mrs.  Julia  (Atwater)  Crandall, 
was  born  September  12,  1811,  and  in  her  lat- 
er years  made  her  home  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Harvey,  where  she  died  March  28,  1900. 
She  was  the  mother  of  two  children : Inez  J., 

who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years;  and  Eva 
R.,  Mr.  Harvey.  Tlhree  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chauncey  I.  Harvey,  viz. : 
Sheldon  I.,  Ruth  Inez  and  Mary  Eleanor,  of 
whom,  however,  only  the  eldest,  Sheldon  I., 
survives.  He  was  born  June  10,  1876,  and  is 
a farmer  on  the  home  place;  he  is  steward  of 
the  Durham  Grange;  Ruth  Inez,  born  Novem- 
ber 29,  1877,  died  June  26,  1887.  Mary 

Eleanor,  born  March  21,  1880,  died  August  3, 
1887. 

In  politics  Chauncey  I.  Harvey  is  a Demo- 
crat, but  he  has  never  had  an  ambition  for  of- 
fice holding,  and,  although  one  of  the  most 
sociable  and  popular  men  of  his  town,  has 
never  joined  a secret  society,  being  contented 
with  his  membership  in  the  Durham  M.  E. 
Church,  of  which  he,  his  wife  and  son  are  most 
liberal  supporters. 

FREDERICK  BOUND  CHAFFEE,  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  Farmers’  and  Me- 
chanics’ Savings  ,Baink  of  Middletown,  has 
been  connected  with  that  well-known  institu- 
tion since  1868,  and  from  the  lowest  clerical 
position  has  risen  step  by  step  to-  the  one  he 
now  holds.  Fie  is  one  of  the  best  known  bank- 
ing men  of  his  town,  and  he  comes  from  an  old 
and  prominent  family.  The  Chaffee  family  has 
been  associated  with  various  business  enter- 
prises in  Middletown  for  over  three-quarters 
of  a century. 

Benjamin  F.  Chaffee,  the  father  of  Fred 
erick  B.,  was  born  in  Middletown  October  20, 
1820,  a son  of  Reuben  Chaffee,  a sketch  of 
whom-  appears  elsewhere.  He  attended  the 
school  of  Mr.  Garfield,  and  had  the  usual  ad- 
vantages of  the  time.  Aa  he  was  the  eldest 
son  in  the  family  he  was  the  first  to  come  to 
the  aid  of  the  father.  The  paternal  estate  was 


not  then  so*  great  as  it  afterward  became,  and 
the  question  of  success  or  failure  was  often 
imminent.  Benjamin  F.  became  a partner  with 
his  father  in  business,  and  the  firm  was  known 
as  Reuben  Chaffee  & Son.  The  death  of  the 
father  brought  the  business'  into  the  hands  of 
the  three  sons',  B.  F.,  E.  B.  and  F.  J.,  and  they 
formed  a partnership,  so  continuing  until  E. 
B.  and  F.  J.  Chaffee  sold  out  their  interests  to 
S.  T.  Camp.  After  a time  ill  health  compelled 
Benjamin  F.  Chaffee  to'  leave  the  store,  and  he, 
too,  sold  out  to-  Mr.  Camp.  This  may  be  said 
to  have  concluded  the  business  career  of  Mr. 
Chaffee,  although  he  was  a bookkeeper  for  an- 
other concern  for  some  time  afterward.  He 
was  retired  from'  all  business  for  some  years 
previous  to  his  death,  which  occurred  Novem- 
ber 8,  1878.  He  was  married  October  20, 
1846,  to-  Miss  Persus  A.  Harris,  who  was  born 
at  Johnson  Lane,  in  the  town  of  Middletown, 
September  25,  1821,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Persus  (Arnold)  Harris.  Jacob  Harris  was 
a ship  carpenter,  and  built  many  vessels  on  con- 
tract, and  he  was  also-  the  proprietor  of  a de- 
sirable farm  operating  it  chiefly  by  hired  labor. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  fifty,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  when  she  was  aged  thirty-nine.  They 
had  nine  children  : Jacob  (who  died  at  John- 
son Lane),  Jane  (who  married  Seth  Crowell 
and  died  in  Durham),  Persus  A.  (who  married 
Benjamin  F.  Chaffee),  William  (a  farmer  in 
Johnson  Lane),  Harriet  (who  married  Orrin 
Fox  and  died  in  Buffalo),  Henry  (who  died 
in  infancy),  Henry  (2)  (who  also  died  in  in- 
fancy), Charles  (a  farmer  in  the  town  of  Mid- 
dletown), and  Lucy  Ann  (who1  married  first 
a Mr.  Puffer,  and  second  a Mr.  Johnson,  both 
of  whom  are  now  deceased).  The  children  of 
Benjamin  F.  and  Persus  A.  Chaffee  were  as 
follows:  Frederick  Bound  and  Frank  Harris, 

twins,  were  born  December  21,  1848,  and 
the  latter  died  June  25,  1849.  Elmore  Reu- 
ben, born  November  26,  1851,  vice-president 
and  general  agent  for  the  William1  Wilcox 
Manufacturing  Company,  married  October  13, 
1891,  Cherriila  Griswold,  of  Middletown, 
daughter  of  Alfred  and  Mary  (Joslyn)  Gris- 
wold. Benjamin  F.  Chaffee  was  associated 
with  the  Episcopal  Church  up  to  the  time 
the  formation  of  the  Universalist  society.  He 
became  deeply  interested  in  the  latter  faith, 
attending  its  services  regularly,  and  contribut- 
ing liberally  to  its  support.  In  politics  he  was 
a Republican,  but  took  no1  active  interest  in 
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party  affairs.  His  widow  still  survives,  ex- 
hibiting remarkable  vitality  for  one  of  her 
years,  and  makes  her  home  in  the  old  family 
residence  on  Crescent  street. 

Frederick  Bound  Chaffee  received  his  edu- 
cation in  Middletown.  He  attended  Miss 
Parker’s  school,  and  later  the  high  school, 
where  he  took  the  full  course.  On  April  13', 
1865,  he  went  to  New  Haven,  where  he  served 
as  bookkeeper  for  the  wholesale  meat  packing 
firm  of  Joseph  Porter,  which  later  became  J.  & 
E.  Porter.  He  came  back  to  Middletown  in 
1867  and  accepted  a similar  position  with  Sam- 
uel T.  Camp.  I11  May,  1868,  he  entered  the 
bank  at  a modest  salary.  His  hopes  of  a rapid 
rise  were  not  in  vain,  as  he  was  soon  made 
teller  of  the  bank,  later  becoming  secretary  and 
treasurer,  which  position  he  is  still  holding, 
discharging  with  signal  ability  the  manifold 
duties. 

On  December  20,  1883,  Frederick  Bound 
Chaffee  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Marv  M.  Brewer,  daughter  of  Frederick 
Brewer,  an  honored  and  successful  merchant 
in  Middletown  for  over  fifty  years,  and  who 
died  December  19,  1885.  Mr.  Chaffee  had 
his  home  on  Crescent  street  until  he  built  his 
present  residence  on  Court  street,  above  Broad 
street.  Mrs.  Chaffee  is  a member  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church,  and  her  husband  is  also  a 
member  of  that  society.  For  some  years  Mr. 
Chaffee  was  a director  of  the  old  street  railway 
company  in  Middletown,  and  was  that  com- 
pany's first  treasurer.  Politically  he  is  a Re- 
publican, but  is  content  with  the  reputation  of 
an  all-round  business  and  banking  man. 
Genial  and  courteous  to  all,  he  has  many 
friends,  and  he  retains  the  confidence  of  all  his 
acquaintances  and  patrons. 

MINER  O.  FORBES,  one  of  the  oldest 
engineers  on  the  Hartford  Line  of  steamers 
running  between  Hartford  and  New  York, 
was  born  at  Willow  Brook,  Conn.,  near  his 
grandfather’s  old  home,  on  May  25,  1841,  son 
of  Orrin  and  Emeline  (Camp)  Forbes. 

Edward  and  Folly  Forbes,  the  grandpar- 
ents, lived  at  Willow  Brook,  East  Hartford, 
Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  engaged  in 
fanning  and  market  gardening,  and  they  were 
known  as  industrious  people.  In  polities  Ed- 
ward Forbes  was  a Democrat,  and  be  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  They  died  at  an  advanced  age.  The\ 


had  a family  of  six  children,  of  whom  five  are 
named  : Mary,  Mary  Ann,  Lenora,  Orrin  and 
Anson. 

Orrin  Forbes  was  taken  away  from  his 
family  when  but  thirty-three  years  old,  in 
1846,  being  drowned.  When  a young  man  he 
learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  the  time v of  his  death.  To  him- 
self and  wife  were  born  two  children:  Miner 
O.,  our  subject;  and  Harriet,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-two;  she  was  twice  married,  first 
to  Henry  Butler,  later  to  A.  S.  Bailey.  Mrs. 
Forbes  was  a daughter  of  William  Camp,  of 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  was  one  of  a family  of  four 
children,  the  others  being  William,  Julia  and 
Lucy.  Mrs.  Forbes  died  June  25,  1898,  aged 
nearly  eighty-three,  having  been  born  in  Sep- 
tember, 1815. 

Miner  O.  Forbes  received  a good  common 
school  education,  and  when  but  a youth  was 
taught  shoemaking.  -However,  feeling  that 
this  was  not  his  vocation  he  obtained  employ- 
ment in  the  Colts  factory,  at  Hartford,  where 
he  remained  two  years.  On  June  13,  1864.  he 
commenced  what  was  destined  to  be  his  life 
work,  by  firing  on  a tug  owned  by  H.  W.  Hill, 
and  shortly  after  was  promoted  to  the  position 
of  engineer.  . After  continuing  with  that  craft 
for  nine  years  Mr.  Forbes  was  engineer  on  the 
tug  “Brazos,”  for  another  nine  years.  The  next 
vessel  on  which  he  served  as  engineer  was  the 
“Mabel”  with  which  he  remained  two  years, 
and  he  was  then  engaged  to  act  as  an  engineer 
on  the  steamer  “Middlesex.”  on  the  Hartford  & 
New  York  Line.  After  having  been  associ- 
ated with  that  company  for  five  years  Mr. 
Forbes  accepted  the  position  of  engineer  on 
the  large  steel  twin-screw  steamer  “Hartford." 
with  which  he  has  since  remained.  He  is  a 
man  of  high  principles,  respected  by  all  who 
known  him. 

On  January  1,  1873,  Mr.  Forbes  married 
Leora  Bailey,  daughter  of  Alvin  and  Lura 
(Neff)  Bailey,  and  granddaughter  of  Lyman 
and  Dorothy  Bailey.  The  father  was  Urn 
July  8.  1810.  in  Higgannm,  Conn.,  where  he 
pursued  farming  and  quarrying.  1 lis  wife  was 
horn  at  Windham,  Conn..  June  14.  1817.  and 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  These  two 
worthy  people  reared  the  following  named  chil- 
dren : Uenrv,  Mary,  Melissa.  Viola,  Newel. 

Leora,  Asher  and  Walter.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Forbes  have  come  two  daughters,  l>oth  of 
whom  arc  at  homo:  Lura.  Him  March  14. 
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1880,  and  Harriet  Emma,  born  November  3, 
1884. 

Since  1873  Mr.  Forbes  has  resided  in  Plig- 
ganum.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  but 
he  does  not  aspire  to  public  office.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  consistent  church  members, 
and  kind-hearted  people,  who  enjoy  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  a large  circle  of  friends. 

CHARLES  LAY  CLARK.  Among  the 
prominent  business  apd  representative  citizens 
of  Westbrook,  Middlesex  county,  is  Charles 
Lay  Clark,  who  successfully  conducts  one  of 
the  largest  general  stores  in  that  locality,  and 
is  also1  prominently  identified  with  the  leading 
public  interests  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Clark  was  born  November  6,  1850,  in 
Old  Saybrook,  this  county,  a son  of  Chapman 
and  Mary  (Chapman)  Clark,  and  is  a descen- 
dant of  John  Clark,  his  first  American  ances- 
tor, who  was  of  Cambridge,  1632 ; Hartford, 
1636;  Saybrook,  1645,  or  1646;  Norwich, 
about  1662;  Milford,  about  1664.  He  died 
in  the  latter  place,  in  1673-74.  John  Clark, 
the  emigrant,  had  a son  (II)  John,  who  mar- 
ried Rebeckah  Porter  October  16,  1650,  and 
died  September  21,  1677.  Their  son  (III) 
John,  born  November  17,  1655,  died  February 
17,  1735-36.  On  December  17,  1684,  he  mar- 
ried Rebeckah  Beaumont  and  their  son,  (IV) 
Nathaniel,  born  July  19,  1694,  died  August 
21,  1772.  On  May  10,  1 7 1 5 ? he  married 

Mary  Urenne.  (V)  Peter  Clark,  son  of  Na- 
thaniel, born  November  14,  1723,  married 

April  17,  1755,  Thankful  Pratt,  and  died  May 
8,  1814.  Their  son,  (VI)  Nathaniel  Clark, 
born  April  25,  1767,  died  December  1,  1816. 
On  May  18,  1794,  he  married  Hannah  Chap- 
man, and  their  son  Chapman  was  the  father  of 
Charles  Lay  Clark. 

(VII)  Chapman  Clark,  born  June  27, 
1804,  in  Westbrook,  early  in  life  entered  the 
fishery  business,  then  one  of  the  principal 
sources  of  revenue  of  the  town.  Later  he  en- 
gaged in  farming,  following  that  occupation 
at  his  leisure,  in  Old  Saybrook,  until  he  retired 
from  active  life,  his  death  taking  place  at  the 
home  of  our  subject,  who  was  then  residing  in 
Centerbrook,  on  November  16,  1875.  In  his 
political  belief  he  was  a Republican.  Relig- 
iously he  was  connected  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Old  Saybrook. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Clark,  on  No- 


vember 9,  1824,  was  to  Roxanna  Clark,  of 
Hartford,  who  died  December  21,  1847.  Four 
children  were  born  of  this  marriage : Ezra 

C.,  deceased;  Ellen  R.,  deceased;  Cynthia  Ann, 
deceased;  and  Harriet  M.,  born  in  1844,  who 
married  Willard  Trowbridge,  later  married 
Henry  E.  Griswold,  and  lives:  in  Norwich, 
Conn.  Mr.  Clark's  second  marriage,  on 
March  6,  1849,  was  to  Mary  Chapman,  who 
was  born  March  8,  1809,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Nancy  (Lay)  Chapman,  and  died  May 
29,  1855.  Charles  Lay  was  the  only  child  of 
this  union. 

In  the  district  schools  of  Old  Saybrook 
Charles  Lay  Clark  received  his  primary  educa- 
tion, and  was  later  instructed  by  a well  known 
teacher.  Miss'  Hettie  B.  H.  Wood.  'While 
still  a boy  he  spent  his  vacations  in  clerking  in 
the  boot  and  shoe  store  of  Galen  Dowd,  who 
also  kept  the  post  office  in  Saybrook,  and  thus 
learned  the  business  of  merchandising  from  the 
foundation.  In  1866  he  came  to  Westbrook, 
where  he  engaged  as  a clerk  for  one  year  with 
Hon.  Henry  M.  Stannard,  returning  then  to 
Saybrook,  where  he  was  employed  during  the 
following  three  and  one-half  years  in  the  store 
of  Giles  A.  Bushnell.  At  the  close  of  this 
period  Mr.  Clark  decided  to'  engage  in  busi- 
ness for  himself.  Going  to  Centerbrook, 
he  erected  the  building  now  occupied  by  W. 
J.  Prann,  in  1870  opening  up  a general  store 
which  he  conducted  for  ten  years,  during 
which  time  he  also  established  a store  at  Ivory- 
ton,  where  Rocc>  Brothers  of  that  place  are 
now  located,  successfully  managing  both  stores 
for  about  three  years  and  disposing  of  the  lat- 
ter to:  Rose  Brothers,  the  present  proprietors. 
In  1880,  Mr.  Clark  went  toi  Chicago'  and  in 
association  with  Sprague,  Warner  & Griswold, 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  powdered  soap. 
Later  he  severed  this  connection  and  became 
a manufacture  of  waxed  paper,  the  firm  being 
known  as  Bancroft  & Clark.  About  this  time 
Mr.  Kirtland,  a merchant  of  Westbrook, 
found  his  health  failing,  and  he  applied  to  his 
son-in-law,  Mr.  Clark,  to  replace  him  in  the 
mercantile  business.  Mr.  Clark  located  in 
Westbrook,  and  the  firm  became  Kirtland  & 
Co.,  continuing"  thus  until  the  death  of  Mr. 
Kirtland,  in  1891,  when  the  name  was 
changed  to'  C.  L.  Clark.  The  business  has 
ever  since  continued  to  prosper. 

In  politics  Mr.  Clark  is  an  ardent  Republi- 
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can.  He  served  one  term  as  first  selectman 
and  one  term  as  third  selectman,  has  held  many 
minor  offices,  and  is  now  a director  in  the 
Clinton  National  Bank.  Socially  he  is  con- 
nected with  Mt.  Olive  Lodge,  No.  52,  F.  & A. 
M.,  of  Essex.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
a valued  and  consistent  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  in  which  he  is  clerk  of  the 
Church  Society. 

On  December  9,  1872,  Mr.  Clark  was  mar- 
ried to  Marie  Louise  Kirtland,  who  was  born 
April  20,  1854,  daughter  of  William  N.  ana 
Elouisa  M.  (Spencer)  Kirtland,  and  three 
children  have  been  born  to  this  union : Mary 

E.,  in  1873;  Lula  K.,  in  1877;  and  Charles  C., 
in  1879. 

The  'family  of  Mrs.  Clark  can  trace  their 
ancestral  line  as  far  back  as  1635,  when  Na- 
thaniel Kirtland  came  to  America,  in  the 
“Hopewell.”  John  Kirtland,  son  of  Nathan- 
iel, was  adopted  by  John  and  Susan  Wastall, 
of  Say  brook,  and  he  inherited  their  property. 
He  married  Lydia  Pratt,  daughter  of  Lieut. 
William  Pratt,  who  was  the  ancestor  of  the 
Pratt  family  of  Middlesex  county,  and  the 
children  of  this  marriage  were  ten  in  number. 
The  ninth,  Daniel,  became  a distinguished 
man.  He  graduated  from  Yale  College  in 
1720,  and  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  Third 
Church  of  Norwich,  being  their  first  minis- 
ter. For  thirty  years  he  served  there.  Fie 
was  the  father  of  Rev.  Samuel  Kirtland,  the 
well-known  missionary  to  the  Oneida  Indians 
for  over  forty  years,  and  was  the  grandfather 
of  President  Kirtland,  of  Harvard  University. 

Philip  Kirtland,  son  of  John,  the  direct  an- 
cestor of  Mrs.  Clark,  born  in  1693,  married 
Lydia  Marvin,  and  reared  a large  family: 
Philip,  Nathan,  Gideon,  Lydia,  Esther,  Han- 
nah, Elizabeth,  Abner,  and  Mary. 

Abner  Kirtland,  sonl  of  Philip,  and  the 
great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Clark,  was  born  in 
j 745,  married  Mercy  Pratt,  and  reared  the 
following  named  children:  Mercy;  Mary; 

Abner;  Capt.  Elisha,  who  married  Chloe  Red- 
field ; Daniel;  Philip,  who  married  Mary 
Chapman;  Lydia,  who  married  Anseln  Mill: 
and  Deborah,  who  (first)  married  Gustavus 
Elliott,  (second)  Seth  Plumb,  (third)  George 
Wood,  (fourth)  Col.  Aaron  Buslmcll,  of 
Westbrook. 

Abner  Kirtland,  son  of  Abner,  bom  in 
1776,  was  a resident  of  W estbrook,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  In  1799,  be  married 
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Hester  Wright,  of  Killingworth,  born  in  1779, 
who  died  in  1862.  He  died  in  1861. 
Their  children  were:  Sarah,  born  in 

1802,  married  Enos  Smith,  and  died  in 
New  Haven;  Mary,  born  in  1803,  died  in 
1890;  Esther,  born  in  1805,  died  in  Bolton, 
Conn.;  Lydia  M.,  born  in  1806,  married  Rev. 
Richard  Woodruff,  and  died  in  West  Hartford ; 
Job  W. ; Abner,  bora  in  1810,  died  of  yellow 
fever,  in  Mobile,  Ala.;  Abigail,  born  in  1811, 
married  Eugene  Cone,  of  Westbrook;  William 
N.  is  mentioned  below ; Mercy  A.,  born  in 
1815,  married  Albert  Ruggles,  and  died  in 
Hartford;  Eunice  E.,  born  in  1818,  married 
Lyman  Hollister,  and  died  in  Glastonbury ; 
Grace  was  born  in  1820;  Emily  was  born  in 
1822. 

William  N.  Kirtland,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Clark,  was  born  November  5,  1813,  in  West- 
brook. Early  in  life  he  was  engaged  in  pound 
fishing,  and  resided  at  what  is  now  West 
Beach.  Being  a large  land-owner,  he  fol- 
lowed fishing  and  farming  on  his  own  estate. 
In  1862,  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Califor- 
nia, and  located  in  San  Francisco,  later  in 
Sonoma  county.  Upon  his  return  to  West- 
brook he  purchased  the  store  of  Deacon  Will- 
iam Henry  Lay,  and  followed  the  mercantile 
business  all  his  active  life,  in  his  later  years 
being  associated  with  his  son-in-law,  C.  L. 
Clark.  A Republican  in  his  political  faith, 
he  held  many  of  the  minor  offices  of  the  town, 
was  for  several  years  selectman,  and  took 
much  interest  in  all  that  promised  benefit  to  his 
neighborhood.  For  many  years  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
brought  his  family  up  in  its  teachings. 

Mir.  Kirtland  was  married  August  27. 
1839,  to  Elouisa  M.  Spencer,  who  was  born 
October  8,  1816,  in  Westbrook,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Timothy  Spencer,  of  that  place.  Mrs. 
Kirtland  is  still  residing  with  Mrs.  Clark.  The 
following  named  children  blessed  this  union : 
Harriet  Emily,  born  in  1842.  married  Capt. 
Elbert  Stannard.  and  died  in  Westbrook:  they 
had  a family  of  seven  children,  of  whom  the 
only  survivor.  Harriet,  married  George  L. 
Peck,  general  manager  of  the  Western  Division 
of  the  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  Chicago  & St. 
Louis  Railroad  west  of  Pittsburg,  and  has 
three  children.  Eloisc.  Lyman  and  Harriet. 
W illiam  A.,  born  in  184(1,  died  in  1872:110  was 
a seafaring  man.  and  was  the  only  person 
saved  from  the  wreck  of  the  “Charles  Law- 
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rence,”  which  was  lost  in  Long-  Island  Sound 
in  1865,  beng  picked  up  at  Fisher’s  Island, 
clinging  to  driftwood  ; he  was  second  mate  on 
the  “Vanina,”  which  was  lost  off  the  Florida 
coast  in  1870,  being  one  of  the  five  saved,  at 
the  time  when  his  cousin,  Capt.  Joseph  T. 
Spencer,  was  lost,  and  the  exposure  of  this 
experience  caused  his  death.  Marie  Louise, 
Mrs.  Clark,  was  born  April  20,  1854. 

HORATIO  KELSEY.  Among  the  im- 
portant industries  of  Clinton,  Middlesex  Co., 
Conn.,  is  the  factory  of  which  Horatio'  Kelsey, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  owner  and  pro- 
prietor, where  are  manufactured  irregular 
turnings,  such'  as  ax,  pick,  hammer  handles, 
etc.  The  aim  of  the  establishment  is  to  make 
as  good  as  it  is  possible  to  produce — hence  his 
goods  are  always  in  demand. 

Mr.  Kelsey  is  the  worthy  representative  of 
one  of  the  old  and  prominent  families  of  the 
adjoining  town  of  Killing  worth.  Great-great- 
grandfather Joseph  Kelsey  was  among  the 
early  settlers  of  the  last  named  town,  his  son 
Joel  and  wife  passing  their  whole  lives  in  Kil- 
lingworth, where  their  son  Daniel  was  born. 
The  latter  married  Roxy  Hill,  and  their  lives 
were  passed  in  ifarming  and  domestic  duties. 
Their  eight  children  married  and  left  the 
old  home,  and  all  but  one  have  gone  out  of 
life.  Ellen,  the  younger,  married  Charles 
Lane,  of  Twinsburg,  Ohio;  their  Golden  wed- 
ding was  celebrated  August  8,  1902.  Sher- 
man, the  next  older,  married  Jeannette  Parmele. 
Hosmer  married  Lodisca  J.  Parmele.  Jared 
married  Rosalie  Stone.  James  died  while  a 
young  bachelor,  and  away  from  home.  Sylvia 
married  William  C.  Nettleton.  Achsah  mar- 
ried Charles  Davis.  Henry  was  the  father  of 
our  subject. 

Henry  Kelsey  was  born  September  18, 
1817,  and  died  November  15,  1893.  His 
home  was  the  homestead  of  his  father,  and 
when  twenty-seven  years  of  age  he  married 
Mary  L.  Parmele,  then  a maiden  of  twenty- 
three,  and  a daughter  of  Charles  and  Florida 
(Griswold)  Parmele.  To  this  union  were 
born:  Horatio,  our  subject,  August  19,  1848; 
Franklin,  born  August  19,  1852,  died  October 
11,  1855;  Charles  R.,  of  Clinton,  Conn.,  was 
married  July  3,  1890,  to  Mary  J.  Dickinson, 
nee  Craft,  and  they  have  one  child,  Phil  in 
Craft;  Idella  F.,  born  July  24,  1859,  married 


Charles  G.  Redfield,  of  Killingworth,  and  died 
January  11,  1898. 

Horatio  Kelsey,  the  immediate  subject  of 
our  sketch,  was  born  in  Killingworth,  living 
at  home  till  he  became  of  age,  when  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  A.  Lane  & Cop  of  Killing- 
worth,  who  were  then  extensively  engaged  in 
wood-turning.  The  mechanical  genius  inher- 
ent in  his  father  was  augmented  in  the  son, 
and  he  became  a valuable  helper  in  the  busi- 
ness, remaining  with  the  company  six  years, 
and  learning  every  detail,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  renting  the  works  for  three  years, 
carrying  on  the  same  business  himself.  In 
1879  Mr.  Kelsey  came  to'  Clinton  and  built 
his  present  factory,  three-fourths  olf  a mile 
north  of  the  village,  entering  into  the  busi- 
ness on  a more  extended  scale,  and  employing 
many  hands.  Mr.  Kelsey  is  a tireless  worker, 
to'  which  fact  much  of  his  success  in  life  is  at- 
tributed. The  business  is  conducted  along 
the  same  general  lines  as  that  of  A.  Lane  & 
Cop  and  the  list  of  articles  made  embraces  a 
great  variety  of  handles  indispensable  to  the 
trade. 

Mr.  Kelsey  was  married,  September  18, 
1878,  to  Evalena  A.  Lord,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Antoinette  (Goodrich)  Case  Lord, 
and  a granddaughter  of  Martin  and  Margery 
Lord.  To  this  union  have  been  born : Lucile 
Florence,  August  2,  1879;  and  Nina  Corinne, 
March  14,  1884.  The  elder  daughter  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Emerson  School  of  Oratory, 
in  Boston.  The  younger  is  at  the  present 
writing  a member  of  the  high  school  of  Clin- 
ton. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kelsey  is  a stanch  Republi- 
can, believing,  as  did  his  grandparents,  that 
the  best  work  done  for  the  people  of  his  State 
and  country  has  been  accomplished  by  that 
party.  In  his  belief  principle  is  the  back- 
bone of  his  work  and  religion,  and  no  institu- 
tion, whether  of  church  or  State,  can  receive 
his  support'  if  not  run  on  open  and  straight- 
forward principles.  No  one  in  the  community 
is  more  highly  esteemed,  whether  among  his 
business  associates  or  in  the  matter  of  social 
standing,  than  Mr.  Kelsey. 

JOHN  HALLIDAY.  The  Halliday  fam- 
ily is  of  Scottish  descent,  and  emigrated  to 
the  North  of  Ireland,  where  for  several  gen- 
erations they  were  among  the  large  manufac- 
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turers.  Thomas  Halliday,  the  grandfather  of 
John,'  was  a native  of  Ireland,  followed  mill- 
ing, and  also1  engaged  in  manufacturing,  dy- 
ing at  an  advanced  age.  He  married  Mary 
Young,  and  to  this  union  were  born  two1 
daughters  and  one  son,  Mary,  Diana  and 
Thomas. 

Thomas  Halliday.  father  of  John,  was  born 
in  the  North  of  Ireland,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  married  Jane  McMillan,  of 
Scottish  parentage.  In  his  native  land  he 
learned  the  trade  of  wood-turner.  In  1847  lie 
came  to  America  and  located  in  New  York, 
where  he  remained  one  year  before  taking  up 
his  home  in  Haddam,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn. 
While  in  Ireland  he  had  united  with  the  Epis- 
copal Church.  He  died  in  1880.  To  Thomas 
and  Jane  Halliday  were  born  six  children : 
John,  Ann,  William,  Samuel  Thomas,  Mary 
and  Jane  E. ; both  the  last  named  died  young. 

John  Halliday  was  born  in  Belfast,  Ire- 
land, May  29,  1843,  an(l  when  a child  of  four 
years  came  with  his  parents  to  America.  His 
early  schooling  was  acquired  in  Chester, 
where  the  family  lived  for  a time.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  left  home,  and  secured  em- 
ployment at  various  kinds  oif  work  until  1862, 
at  which  time  he  entered  the  army  service  in 
the  Civil  war,  with  his  father,  joining  Com- 
pany B,  24th  Regiment,  Connecticut  Volun- 
teers, and  remaining  in  the  service  until  the 
regiment  was  discharged. 

Returning  to  Essex,  Mr.  Halliday  became 
an  apprentice  in  the  drug  store  of  R.  E. 
Whittemore,  where  he  remained  for  years, 
and  finally  took  sole  charge  of  the  business 
for  Mrs.  Theresa  Whittemore,  conductin  S it 
for  some  time.  In  1873  he  engaged  in  the 
business  for  himself,  opening  the  store  which 
he  now  occupies,  and  which  he  has  since  con- 
ducted very  successfully. 

Mr.  Halliday’s  marriage,  on  May  15,  1873, 
united  him  with  an  old  and  well-known  fam- 
ily of  Connecticut,  his  wife  being  Emily  A. 
Williams,  a daughter  of  Ezra  S.  and  Emily 
A.  (Southworth)  Williams.  Ezra  Williams, 
the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Halliday,  a native  of 
Saybrook,  married  Hepsebah  Starkey,  a sister 
of  Felix  and  Alpheus  Starkev.  lie  was  a 
combmaker  of  Deep  River,  and  one  of  the 
original  projectors  of  that  industry.  IIR 
death  occurred  in  Deep  River,  where  both  be 
and  bis  wife  are  buried;  both  were  valued 


members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  Alpheus ; Ezra  Stanley ; 
Charles,  deceased;  and  Irene  Elizabeth. 

Ezra  S.  Williams,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hal- 
liday, was  born  in  Meadow  Woods,  town  of 
Saybrook,  March  7,  1808,  married  Emily  A. 
Southworth,  daughter  o*f  Jabez  and  Sarah 
(Shipman)  Southworth,  of  Deep  River,  and 
died  May  26,  1876.  . He  successfully  carried 
on  the  business  of  pump  manufacturing  for 
many  years,  and  also  engaged  in  farming.  A 
Republican  in  politics,  he  served  in  many  of 
the  town  offices,  was  a director  in  both  Deep 
River  banks,  a selectman  several  terms,  and 
represented  the  Saybrook  District  in  the  Leg- 
islature for  several  terms.  When  a young  man 
he  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  a member  of  the  choir,  and  was  con- 
nected with  the  official  school  board.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Williams  were  born : Elizabeth 

Howard;  Stanley;  Clara;  and  Emily  A.,  Mrs. 
Halliday,  born  June  11;  1844.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Halliday  have  had  children  as  follows : Stan- 
ley William,  born  in  1874,  who  died  in  1893; 
Clara  Elizabeth,  horn  in  1876,  who  died  the 
same  year;  John  Williams,  born  in  1878,  who 
died  in>  1897;  Jeannie;  and  Jesse. 

Mr.  Halliday  is  a liberal  Republican  in 
politics,  but  does  not  aspire  to  public  office, 
although  he  has  acceptably  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  lx>ard  for  eleven  years.  So- 
cially he  is  connected  with  Mt.  Olive  Lodge. 
F.  & A.  M. ; Mather  Post,  G.  A.  R. ; and  Es- 
sex Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.  Both  be  and  bis 
wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  are  regarded  among  the  most 
highly  esteemed  residents  of  their  community. 

NATHAN  H.  SMITH,  first  selectman  of 
Middletown,  Middlesex  countv,  is  a descend- 
ant of  the  old  Smith  family  of  Lyme,  Conn. 
He  was  born  in  that  town  July  2t,  1854,  son 
of  Fitch  C.  and  D>is  (Matrons)  Smith,  and 
his  mother’s  family  is  also  an  old  and  honored 
one  in  New  England. 

Fitch  C.  Smith  was  born  in  Old  Lyme, 
was  a ship  carpenter  by  occupation,  and  was 
employed  at  Essex,  New  London,  Mystic  ami 
Gildersleeve,  at  the  last  named  place  work- 
ing during  the  Civil  war  on  vessel*  construct- 
ed for  the  Government.  In  his  later  years 
he  was  a fanner.  Hi''  death,  on  April  5,  1900. 
was  the  result  of  hi''  being  burned  while  work- 
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ing  on  his  farm,  burning  brush.  His  widow 
died  September  6,  1901,  in  Lyme,  having  at- 
tained a ripe  old  age.  Mr.  Smith  was  a Jef- 
fersonian Democrat  until  he  voted  for  Lincoln. 
In  religion  he  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  he  was  a good  man.  He  mar- 
ried Lois  Watrous,  daughter  of  Jared  Watrous, 
and  they  had  children  as  follows:  Jared,  who 
lives  in  Louisiana,  was  for  some  years  a com- 
mercial traveler  for  a St.  Louis  firm  dealing- 
in  agricultural  implements.  Hannah  died 
when  six  years  old.  Nathan  H.  is  the  subject 
of  this  article.  Hattie  is  unmarried  and  lives 
in  Lyme.  Her  twin  brother  died  in  infancy. 
Herbert  G.  lives  at  Lyme.  Jennie  is  Mrs. 
Frank  Martin,  of  Lyme. 

Fitch  C.  Smith  was  a son  of  Nathan  Smith, 
who-  was  four  times  married,  and  had  children 
by  two  of  his  wives.  The  grandmother  of 
Nathan  H.  was  a Miss  Stark,  of  Lyme,  and 
besides  Fitch  C.  she  had  Henry,  a dentist  at 
Waterford;  and  Matilda,  who  died  in  middle 
life. 

Nathan  FI.  Smith  was  five  years  old  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Saybrook,  Conn., 
where  he  attended  school.  After  a.  few  years 
his  parents  went  to*  New1  London,  where  he 
attended  the  North  Huntington  street  school. 
From  New  London  they  moved  to  Waterford, 
Conn.,  at  which  place  he  was  a pupil  in  a 
private  school  kept  by  Miss  Munger.  When 
a young  man  Mr.  Smith  went  out  fishing  un- 
der Capt.  Joe  Crocker,  and  another  season  on 
a Sound  boat.  He  was  a short  time  engaged 
as  a Workman  on  the  Shore  Line  of  the  Con- 
solidated Railroad,  and  in  1873  went  to  Col- 
chester, and  began  to  learn  the  blacksmith 
trade  under  Joseph  Smith.  For  three  years 
he  was  an  apprentice,  receiving  $50,  $75  and 
$100  per  annum,  respectively.  He  learned 
his  trade  thoroughly,  and  for  two1  years  was 
in  the  employ  of  Ephraim  Reynolds,  in  Ham- 
burg, Conn.,  in  which  shop  were  constantly 
engaged  from  eighteen  to  twenty  men.  In 
1879  Mr.  Smith  came  to  Middletown  and 
worked  for  Alfred  Cornwall,  an  old  carriage- 
maker  on  Washington  street,  remaining  with 
him  twelve  years,  after  which  for  a time  he 
was  with  the  Schuyler  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. The  closing  down  of  that  concern 
threw  him  out  of  work,  and  he  opened  a shop 
for  himself  on  Church  street,  which  he  after- 
ward sold  to  Thomas  G.  Broderick,  and  be- 
came a member  of  the  wagonmaking  firm  oif 


Carrier  & Smith.  After  a time  he  sold  his 
interest  in  this  business  and  was  made  'fore- 
man of  the  blacksmith  department  of  the  bi- 
cycle factory  conducted  by  the  Worcester 
Company.  This  closed  down,  and  he  ;was 
again  out  of  work.  In  1898  he  was  elected  as 
first  selectman.  In  political  sentiment  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican.  In  1880  he  joined  the 
old  Forest  City  Hose  Company,  with  which  he 
has  been  connected  to  the  present  time.  He 
was  second  assistant  engineer  five  years,  and 
first  engineer  twoi  years,  under  Chief  Willey. 

Mr.  Smith  was  a member  of  Company  H, 
Second  Regiment,  Mansfield  Guards,  for  thir- 
teen years,  rising  from  private  to  first  lieuten- 
ant. He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  for  several  years  was  commander 
of  the  local  lodge  of  the  Uniformed  Rank  of 
that  order;  he  was  a charter  member  of  the 
United  Friends  ; belongs  to  the  Order  of  Hep- 
tasophs,  of  which  he  was  also  a charter  mem- 
ber, and  was  also'  a charter  member  of  Mid- 
dletown Lodge,  No.  771,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  or- 
ganized in  1902. 

Nathan  H.  Smith  and  Miss  Anna  B. 
Bailey  were  married  February  24,  1883.  She 
was  born  October  31,  1866,  in  Middletown,, 
daughter  of  Ogden  T.  and  Mary  M.  (Bald- 
win) Bailey.  They  have  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: Warren  L.,  born  November  19,  1885;. 
Tracy  W.,  July  15,  1887;  Barbara,  March  13, 
1890;  Lois,  March  17,  1902.  Mrs.  Smith  is 
a member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
is  an  active  worker  in  the  Home  and  Foreign 
Missionary  Societies ; a member  of  the  ladies' 
auxiliary  of  the  Young-  Men’s  Christian  Asso- 
ciation; and  of  the  Order  of  Chosen  Friends. 
She  is  also-  a director  of  the  Middlesex  County 
Orphans’  Home. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a painstaking  and  efficient 
Workman1,  and  his  life  has  not  been  marred 
by  any  questionable  transactions.  He  is  al- 
ways ready  to  work  heartily  in  any  moral 
movement,  lives  an  upright  and  manly  career,, 
and  has  scores  of  friends. 

THOMAS  WHITE  BEAUMONT,  the 
present  postmaster  at  Cromiwell,  Middlesex 
county,  and  a good  representative  of  the  busi- 
ness and  social  interests  of  that  town,  is  a 
grandson  of  Joseph  Beaumont,  and  a son  of 
Edmund  Beaumont. 

Joseph  Beaumont  was  born  in  Derby,  Eng- 
land, and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  came  to 
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America,  whither  his  brother  James  had  already- 
journeyed,  bringing-  with  him  a sturdy  spirit 
and  love  of.  liberty.  He  located  at  Cromwell, 
Conn.,  where  he  was  employed  in  a skate  fac- 
tory in  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  and 
there  remained  until  the  failure  of  the  pro- 
prietors, the  Messrs.  Lee,  threw  him  out  of  a 
situation ; he  also  lost  considerable  in  unpaid 
wages.  From  Cromwell  Mr.  Beaumont  went 
to  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  fore- 
man in  a cotton  factory  for  some  time.  Fol- 
lowing this  he  formed  a company  for  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  and  wool  goods  in 
Cromw'ell,  associating  with  himself  Horace 
Stocking,  Asa  Holland  and  Anson  Treat. 
They  put  up  a factory — the  first  of  the  kind 
in  Connecticut — and  made  cotton  batting, 
cloth,  and  candle  wicks.  After  a number  of 
years  of  successful  operation  the  place  was 
burned  down,  leaving  Mr.  Beaumont  once 
more  a poor  man.  Possessed  of  indomitable 
spirit  and  courage,  however,  he  again  set  his 
face  to  the  making  of  a fortune,  and  in  a small 
building  and  modest  way  he  began  the  manu- 
facture of  axes  and  hammers  in  company  with 
his  son  Edmund,  continuing  in  that  business 
until  shortly  before  his  death,  in  1865.  Joseph 
Beaumlont  married  Batlisheba  Hubbard,  who 
was  bom  in  1788,  at  Haddam,  and  when  five 
years  old  came  to  Cromwell  with  her  parents, 
Jeremiah  and  Flora  (Hazleton)  Hubbard. 
She  died  April  12,  1876,  the  mother  of  the 
following  named  children:  Edmund;  John, 

who  married  Keziah  Roberts,  and  is  living  in 
Waterville,  Douglas  Co.,  Wash. ; Flora  A., 
widow  of  Robert  S.  Sage,  and  now/  living  in 
Cromwell;  and  Mlary  B.,  widow  of  Sylvester 
Griswold,  in  Cromwell. 

Edmund  Beaumont,  father  of  Thomas  W., 
was  born  in  Cromwell,  where  lie  lived  all  his 
days.  A farmer  and  mechanic,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  axes  and  ham- 
mers in  company  with  his  father,  on  the  site 
of  the  water  \vorks  plant.  In  his  later  years 
lie  disposed  of  the  factory  to  Mr.  Allison,  and 
retired  to  a farm  in  Cromwell.  For  some 
years  he  was  a timekeeper  and  bookkeeper  in 
the  Cromwell  quarry.  Me  died  in  Cromwell 
in  1872.  lie  married  Ruth  White,  who  was 
born  in  Cromwell,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Rebecca  (Edwards)  White,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a farmer,  and  in  his  more  active 
years  a sea  captain.  To  Edmund  Beaumont 
and  his  wife  came  one  child,  Thomas  W hite. 


Thomas  White  Beaumont  was  born  Sep- 
tember 3,  1856,  in  Cromwell,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  school,  Cromwell  Academy, 
and  the  Middletown  high  school.  On  the  death 
of  his  parents,  both  of  whom  departed  this  life 
while  he  was  young,  he  came  to  his  Aunt  Au- 
gusta White’s  home.  After  completing  his 
schooling  Mr.  Beaumont  secured  a position  as 
clerk  with  L.  H.  Williams,  a Cromwell  grocer, 
and  remained  with  him  for  some  time.  His 
next  engagement  was  with  W.  R.  McDonald, 
the  well-known  merchant  of  Cromwell,  as  clerk  ; 
and  when  that  gentleman  was  appointed  post- 
master, under  Harrison,  Mr.  Beaumont  became 
assistant  postmaster.  He  remained  with  Mr. 
McDonald  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper  until  Au- 
gust 5,  1897,  when  he  became  postmaster 
under  the  administration  of  President  Mc- 
Kinley, and  has  since  conducted  the  office  to 
the  marked  satisfaction  of  the  community.  He 
is  a director  in  the  Cromwell  Savings  Bank, 
and  represents  the  Phoenix  and  Hartford  Fire 
Insurance  Companies. 

Mr.  Beaumont  was  married  in  Cromwell  to 
Miss  Jennie  Hammer,  daughter  of  John  J. 
Hamrer,  a retired  New  York  merchant,  who 
moved  to  Cromwell  in  1S69.  Mr.  Beaumont 
is  a Republican,  has  l>een  tax  collector  and  has 
filled  several  other  minor  town  offices.  He  is 
a prominent  and  ardent  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  holding  membership  in  W ashing- 
ton Lodge,  No.  81,  at  Cromwell,  which  he  has 
served  as  master,  and  he  is  now  secretary. 
Mrs.  Beaumont  is  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  Mr.  Beaumont  also  at- 
tends its  services. 

FRANK  B PA  I NERD.  For  nearlv  two 
hundred  fifty  years  the  name  of  Brainerd  has 
been  associated  with  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  what  is  now  Middlesex  countv,  and 
from  the  coming  to  this  country  of  the  Amer- 
ican ancestor  of  this  family,  to  the  present  time, 
members  of  the  several  generations  have  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  most  influential  of 
their  different  localities. 

Daniel  Brainerd  came  from  England  when 
a lad  of  eight  '-ears,  and  in  1662  settled  in  t lie 
town  of  Haddam,  Conn.,  becoming  there  a 
prosperous  and  influential  citizen,  a deacon  in 
the  church,  and  a justice  of  the  i*eace.  Eight 
children  were  born  to  him:  Daniel,  Hannah, 

lames,  Joshua,  William,  Caleb,  Elijah  and 
I le/ekiah. 
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David  Brainerd  and  Rev.  John  Brainerd, 
of  the  early  family  coming  to  America,  earned 
world-wide  fame  as  missionaries  among  the 
Indians.  Of  the  Haddam  family,  Hon.  Heze- 
kiah  and  Jeremiah  were  able  legislators,  and 
Daniel  and  Hezekiah  were  eminent  physicians. 
From  James  Brainerd,  son  of  the  Haddam  an- 
cestor, Daniel  Brainerd,  descended  Silas  and 
Erastus  Brainerd,  of  Portland  brown-stone 
quarry  fame. 

Erastus  Brainerd  was 'horn  October  16, 
1792,  in  Portland,  and  died  June  15,  1861. 
Elis  wife,  Mary  Wells  Brainerd,  was  born  in 
December,  1793,  and  died  May  11,  1880;  both 
are  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church,  Portland.  Erastus  Brainerd  was  an 
excellent  citizen  and  good  man  throughout  his 
life,  and  was  interested  in  the  development  of 
the  large  brown-stone  quarries  of  Portland — 
the  stone  from  which  has  gone  into  some  of  the 
handsomest  public  and  private  buildings  in  this 
country  and  Canada.  What  were  known  as 
the  Brainerd  quarries  have  been  worked  since 
1783,  Silas  and  Erastus  Brainerd  buying  from 
Hurlburt  & Roberts.  'Die  Brainerd  brothers 
came  from  Middle  Haddam  and  took  hold  of 
the  quarries  in  about  1812,  and  remained 
together  in  the  business  until  the  death  of  Silas 
Brainerd  in  1857,  after  which  it  was  conducted 
under  the  name  of  Erastus  Brainerd  & Co. 
In  1884  the  Brainerd  Quarry  Co.  was  organ- 
ized, of  which  Erastus  Brainerd,  Jr.,  was  made 
president,  and  Benjamin  F.  Brainerd,  treas- 
urer. 

Erastus  Brainerd,  Jr.,  and  Benjamin  F. 
Brainerd,  sons  of  Erastus  Brainerd,  Sr.,  were 
largely  connected  with  these  quarries  and  the 
business  throughout  their  lives  and  were  pro- 
gressive and  public-spirited  men  of  Portland. 
Erastus  Brainerd,  Jr.,  was  born  July  27,  1819, 
in  Portland,  and  received  a fair  education. 
When  twenty-oine  he  entered  the  business  of  his 
father  and  uncle,  then  a partnership  affair.  Sub- 
sequently the  management  devolved  greatly 
upon  him,  and  on  his  father’s  death  he  assumed 
the  entire  control.  He  was  a man  of  sterling 
worth,  and  was  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  was  a 
lifelong  member.  In  October,  1845,  he  mar- 
ried Emily  H.,  daughter  of  Henry  Churchill, 
of  Portland,  and  one  daughter  was  born,  Emily 
C.,  who  first  married  Charles  Li.  Buckley,  and 
is  now  the  widow  of  George  Hart,  and  who 
lives  in  New  York. 


Benjamin  F.  Brainerd  was  born  November 
29,  1823,  on  the  old  homestead  in  Portland, 
and  was  educated  in  the  local  schools  and  in 
Cheshire  Academy.  Like  his  brother,  he  be- 
came identified  with  the  business  of  his  father, 
and  passed  his  life  so  occupied,  following  also 
in  the  latter’s  footsteps,  inheriting  and  display- 
ing those  sterling  qualities  which  made  him 
successful,  and  was,  through  life,  a highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed  citizen  of  the  community. 
Until  a few  years  before  his  decease,  Mr. 
Brainerd  was  actively-  engaged.  In  politics  he 
was  a Republican,  and  desired  to  exercise  his 
right  of  citizenship,  but  neither  cared  for  nor 
accepted  public  office.  The  trend  of  his  mind 
was  in  the  direction  of  business,  and  at  his 
death  he  was  treasurer  of  the  great  company 
his  relatives  had  founded.  Reared  in  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  he  was  ever  a devout  churchman 
and  a generous  supporter  of  the  faith.  A direc- 
tor in  both  the  Savings  and  the  National  Bank 
of  Portland,  his  associates  found  his  judgment 
excellent  and  his  opinion  worthy  of  regard. 
On  March  28,  1851,  Benjamin  F.  Brainerd 
married  Amelia  A.  Davis,  born  in  Portland, 
Conn.,  July  8,  1822,  a.  daughter  of  Asa  Davis. 
The  children  born  to>  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brainerd 
were:  Mary  Wells,  born  in  1852,  died  in 

1867;  Frank;  Amelia,  died  in  1858;  Judson 
B.,  treasurer  of  the  Brainerd,  Shaler  & Hall 
Quarry  Co.,  married  Harriet  Anderson,  of 
Newburgh,  N.  Y. ; Bessie  D.,  resides  in  Port- 
land ; and  Adelaide  E.  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  O'. 
H.  Raferty,  rector  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church 
of  Portland. 

Frank  Brainerd  is  one  of  the  best  known  of 
the  business  citizens  of  Portland— a fit  repre- 
sentative of  the  prominent  family  to  which  he 
belongs.  He  was  horn  October  23,  1854,  on 
the  site  'of  the  old  Brainerd  homestead  at  Port- 
land, now  destroyed  by  excavations  for  stone 
in  the  quarry  business.  His  early  education 
was  pursued  in  the  common  school  in  Portland, 
at  the  old  Stone  school,  and  then  he  was  sent  to 
Cheshire  Academy,  at  that  time  one  of  the  best 
educational  institutions  of  the  locality,  and, 
indeed,  in  all  New  England.  After  two  years 
there,  he  went  to  Phillips  Academy  at  Exeter, 
N.  H.,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1873,  afl"er 
which  he  entered  Harvard  College,  where  he 
remained  to  finish  his  junior  year,  and  then  left 
to  enter  business.  Eventually  in  April,  1877, 
he  entered  the  employ  of  Brainerds  & Com- 
pany, acting  as  first  measurer  in  the  quarry, 
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this  being  the  beginning  of  a career  in  which 
Mr.  Brainerd  has  filled  various  positions  of 
responsibility  in  and  about  the  quarry.  In 
1 89 1.  he  became  treasurer  of  what  was  then  the 
Brainerd  Quarry  Co.,  it  having  been  incorpor- 
ated as  such  in  1884.  In  1896,  when  the 
Brainerd,  Shaler  & Hall  Co.  was  formed,  and 
consolidated  two  properties,  Mr.  Brainerd  be- 
came the  vice-president  and  is  filling  that  posi- 
tion at  present. 

On  October  8,  1879,  Mr.  Brainerd  wedded 
Miss  Ida  Gillum,  of  Hartford,  a native  of 
Portland,  and  a daughter  of  Henry  Hobart 
and  Isabella  (Gildersleeve)  Gillum.  The  chil- 
dren born  of  this  union  are:  George  Gillum, 

born  July  10,  1880,  is  a graduate  of  the  High 
School  of  Portland,  of  St.  Paul's  school,  Con- 
cord, N.  H.,  and  also  of  Harvard  University, 
class  of  190T ; Amelia,  born  May  22,  1882, 
died  July  14,  1887:  and  Frank  Judson,  born 
October  26,  1888. 

Although  Mir.  Brainerd  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, he  has  no  desire  for  public  recognition, 
his  varied  business  and  social  duties  occupy- 
ing his  time  and  attention.  For  many  years  he 
has  been  a vestryman  and  treasurer  in  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  the  Brainerd  fam- 
ily has  been  a tower  o<f  strength ; is  a director 
in  the  Portland  National  Bank  and  a trustee 
in  the  Freestone  Savings  Co.  Socially  lie  is 
connected  with  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  and 
the  Harvard  Club,  of  New  York.  This  fam- 
ily, more  than  any  other,  has  been  the  back- 
bone of  the  industrial  life  which  has  made  the 
town  famous,  and  as  private  citizens  they  have 
been  of  the  best.  The  quiet  and  unassuming 
representative,  of  whom  this  too-brief  bio- 
graphy is  written,  is  no  exception. 

FRANK  EDWARD  POTTER,  M.  D.. 
stands  well  to  the  front  in  the  ranks  of  the 
medical  fraternity,  and  is  a close  student  of 
the  healing  art.  I Ie  is  known  throughout  Mid- 
dlesex county  as  a capable  and  conscientious 
physician,  and  his  standing  as  a citizen  and  a 
man  in  his  home  town,  Portland,  is  beyond 
reproach.  Dr.  Potter  comes  of  a good  ances- 
try, and  his  people  have  long  been  known  in 
New  England. 

Dr.  Potter  was  born  at  Bennington,  \ t . . 
September  17,  1854,  son  of  Austin  \V.  and 
Angeline  (Wilcox)  Potter.  The  Potters  had 
long  been  residents  of  that  vicinity,  and  de- 


scended from  three  brothers  who  located  there 
at  an  early  day,  coming  from  R.  I.  The  family 
has  given  quite  a number  of  good  men  to  the 
medical  profession  in  Vermont  and  neighbor- 
ing states.  Austin  W.  Potter  was  a representa- 
tive farmer  in  North  Pownall,  Vt.,  and  his  es- 
tate contained  over  four  hundred  acres.  He 
usually  cultivated  about  eight}-  acres  a season — 
a great  undertaking  when  one  recalls  the  prim- 
itive agriculture  of  his  time.  He  was  an  exten- 
sive producer  of  farm  products,  and  a very 
successful  man.  His  death,  the  result  of  an 
attack  of  pneumonia,  occurred  in  the  spring 
of  1882.  The  father  was  a Democrat,  but 
never  took  any  active  part  in  political  affairs. 
His  widow  yet  lives  in  North  Pownal,  Yt., 
and  is  a most  estimable  lady.  Dr.  Totter  was 
one  of  a family  of  six  children,  two  of  whom 
are  yet  living : George  W.  Potter,  a suc- 

cessful farmer  of  North  Pownal,  Vt.,  is  now 
living  on  the  old  homestead.  Of  those  de- 
ceased, Rosina,  although  still  in  her  'teens 
at  the  time  of  her  death,  had  taught  schorl. 

Dr.  Potter  was  reared  as  a farmer  boy,  and 
from  his  earlier  years  had  practical  experience 
in  hard  work.  He  was  one  of  two  boys  on  a 
four-hundred-acre  farm,  and  there  was  much 
to  be  done  for  all  hands.  He  attended  the 
district  school,  and  from  the  first  manifested 
a thirst  for  knowledge.  His  higher  education 
was  entirely  the  result  of  his  own  grit  and  de- 
termination. His  father  was  not  very  enthusi- 
astic over  professional  studies,  and  tried  to 
keqr  his  son  at  home,  but  when  the  young  man 
declared  he  would  “rather  have  a good  educa- 
tion than  the  whole  State  of  Vermont.''  his 
father  no  longer  opposed  the  inclinations  of 
his  son,  but  afforded  such  assistance  as  was 
necessary.  Dr.  Potter  began  his  education 
in  the  public  school,  continued  it  at  select 
schools,  and  then  entered  \\  ilbraham  Acad- 
emy, graduating  from  that  institution  in  the 
class  of  18S0.  lie  attended  Williams  College 
four  years  and  graduated  in  1SS5,  after  which 
he  entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons at  New  'i  ork  City  for  his  professional 
training,  and  had  a thorough  course  of  in- 
struction in  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
I healing  art.  lie  graduated  in  iSSS,  and  took 
a post-graduate  course  in  the  hospital  and 
| clinics.  I he  young  doctor  cast  al*»ut  for  a lo- 
cation. and  came  to  Portland  an  entire  strang- 
er, trusting  to  his  medical  skill  anil  |>ersonal 
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integrity  to  make  a way  for  him.  He  has  built 
up  a good  practice,  and  his  professional  rela- 
tions are  constantly  enlarging,  bringing  him 
into  contact  with  new  families  and  winning 
new  friends.  H;e  is  known  as  a good  citizen, 
and  is  a practitioner  who  does  credit  to  the 
profession. 

In  1890,  Dr.  Potter  married  Miss  Ella 
Agnes  Fiske,  of  Holliston,  Mass.,  a descend- 
ant of  a family  which  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
that  part  of  the  town. 

Lovett  Fiske,  father  of  Mrs.  Potter,  is  now 
in  his  eighty-ninth  year,  and  resides  in  Port- 
land. He  is  a native  of  Hollistofn,  Mass., 
where  his  life  was  passed  until  he  came  to 
Portland  in  1902.  His  wife,  Alma  Remington 
Greenhalgh,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  and 
died  in  Holliston  in  March,  1902.  Their  son, 
Arthur  Irving  Fiske,  was  professor  of  Greek 
at  the  Boston  Latin  School  for  a period  of 
twenty-eight  years,  and  is  now  head  master  of 
that  institution.  Mrs-.  Potter  is  a,  graduate 
of  Wilbraham  Academy,  in  the  class  of  1880, 
and  had  previously  attended  the  Boston  Con- 
servatory of  Music.  To-  the  Doctor  and  his 
wife  were  born  the  following  children : Anna 
M.,  Arthur  Fiske,  Francis  Wilcox  and  Lillian 
Hall,  all  of  whom  are  living,  and  constitute  a 
bright  and  promising  band  of  young  people. 
Dr.  Potter  is  a member  of  Warren  Lodge,  No. 
51,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Portland,  and  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex County  Medical  Society.  He  is  a mem- 
ber and  a trustee  in  the  Methodist  Church. 
In  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  he  was  a Repub- 
lican, then  became  a Democrat,  but  supported 
William  McKinley  for  President. 

ARTHUR  BROOKES,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing business  men  of  Higganum,  town  of  Had- 
dam,  Middlesex  county,  was  born  in  New 
York  City  September  29,  1859,  son  of  Robert 
A.  and  Catherine  (Carpenter)  Brookes. 

Robert  Brookes,  his  grandfather,  was  a na-i 
tive  of  England,  and  followed  his  trade  of 
tailor  in  Birmingham,  England,  at  which  place 
he  married  and  reared  a large  family.  He 
died  in  1864,  aged  sixty-two. 

Robert  A.  Brooks,  the  father  of  Arthur, 
was  born  in  Birmingham,  England,  April  6, 
1823,  and  died  July  1,  1893.  In  1849  he  came 
to-  America;  with  his  wife  and  four  children, 
locating  in  Newi  York  City.  Having  learned 
the  tailor’s  trade  in  England,  and  also-  that  of 
silver  plating,  he  cho-se  the  former,  upon  his 


arrival  in  this  country,  and  continued  to  work 
at  it  until  1875.  In  a business  way  he  was  sue- 
cessful  owing  to  his  careful  management  and 
prompt  execution.  For  many  years  Robert 
A.  Brookes  was  a volunteer  member  of  Hook 
& Ladder  Company  No.  7,  of  New  York, 
which  was  well  known  in  the  business  portion 
of  the  city.  Upon  leaving  New  York,  in  1875, 
he  moved  to-  Higganum,  where  he  purchased  a 
hotel,  which  he  successfully  carried  on  until 
his  death.  Before  leaving  England  he  had 
married  Catherine  Carpenter,  daughter  of 
James  Carpenter,  of  Birmingham,  the  mar- 
riage taking  place  October  5,  1843,  the 
parish  of  St.  Philip,  Birmingham,  Warwick- 
shire, England.  Mrs.  Brookes  died  in  New 
York  City  in  October,  1872,  aged  forty-six 
years,  the  mother  of  seven  children:  James, 

who  is  living  in  Cambridgeport,  Mass. ; Matil- 
da, deceased;  another,  deceased;  Robert  A., 
who  died  yo-ung;  Charles,  who  died  in  1881; 
William  H.;  and  Arthur.  The  father  was 
for  many  years  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, having  become  a master  Mason  Janu- 
ary 25,  1866,  in  Corinthian  Lodge,  No-.  488, 
of  New  York  Citv.  After  removing  to-  Higga- 
num, he  became  a member  of  Granite  Lodge, 
No.  1 19,  of  Haddam. 

Arthur  Brookes,  born  September  29,  1859, 
received  a good,  practical  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  city  of  New  Yo-rk,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  engaged  in  commercial  life 
for  himself,  embarking  in  the  wood  business 
in  Higganum;  he  was-  also-  very  successful  in 
buying  and  selling  all  kinds  of  railroad  sup- 
plies. Later  he  added  to  his  supplies,  and 
now  conducts  an  extensive  business  in  these 
several  lines.  Since  his  father's  death  he 
has  conducted  the  hotel.  Like  his  father 
before  him,  Mr.  Brookes  is  a strong  Demo- 
crat in  National  politics,  but  in  local  affairs 
votes  for  the  men  he  deems  best  suited  for 
the  position.  Mr.  Brookes,  whether  as  a bus- 
iness man,  the  genial  host  of  a hospitable  ho- 
tel, or  a public  citizen,  commands  the  highest 
respect  of  the  community,  and  has  proved 
himself  an  efficient  and  capable  manager  in 
every  line  in  which  he  has  engaged. 

Mr.  Brookes  was-  brought  up  in  the  faith 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  as  were 
his  parents  before  him.  Socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  Lodge  No.  771,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  of  Mid- 
dletown, Connecticut. 

Mr.  Brookes  was  married,  on  August  10, 
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1882,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Anna  (Lowry)  McGhee,  residents  of  John- 
stone, Scotland,  near  Paisley,  in  the  County 
of  Renfrew,  to  whom  were  born  seven  children. 
Mrs.  McGhee  died  in  Scotland.  After  coming 
to  this  country,  Mr.  McGhee  was  engaged  as 
foreman  in  a wringer  shop  in  Middlefield, 
Conn.,  and  later  lived  in  Middletown.  After 
the  death  of  his  second  wife,  he  came  to  ITig- 
ganum  and  lived  with  his  daughter,  Airs. 
Brookes,  until  his  death,  in  1896.  Air.  Mc- 
Ghee was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
for  over  fifty  years  in  Scotland,  and  later  con- 
nected himself  with  St.  John’s  Lodge,  Xo.  4, 
•of  Middletown,  Conn.  Mrs.  Brookes  was 
born  in  Scotland  December  6,  1862.  She 
was  educated  in  Middlefield,  and  when  four- 
teen returned  to  Scotland  with  her  father,  both 
remaining  there  about  two  years,  during  which 
time  she  attended  school  in  Johnstone,  her  na- 
tive town.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brookes  have  had 
born  to  them  seven  children : Ida  L.,  de- 

ceased; Robert  A.,  deceased;  Charles  A.,  de- 
ceased; Frederick  E.,  born  November  8,  1887; 
Robert  A.,  'born  August  12,  1890;  Thomas 
B.,  born  October  4,  1892;  and  Arthur  W.,  born 
October  4,  1898. 

SHERMAN  MITCHELL  BACON,  one 
of  the  prominent  business  men  of  Middletown, 
Middlesex  county,  is  an  important  factor  in 
the  commercial  life  of  that  city,  as  well  as  one 
of  its  most  popular  citizens. 

Mr.  Bacon  was  born  January  21,  1849,  011 
Cherry  street,  Middletown,  in  the  old  Sage 
house,  son  of  John  P.  and  Sarah  (Southmayd) 
Bacon.  In  1650  the  founder  of  this  family 
Nathaniel  Bacon,  settled  in  Middletown,  and 
the  line  of  descent  to  our  subject  is  as  follows: 
Nathaniel  (1630-1705);  Elder  John  ( 1662- 
1732);  Lieut.  John  (1696-1781  );  Joseph 
(1728-1785)  ; Capt.  John  ( 1776-1837)  ; John 
1*.  ( 1814-1898)  ; Sherman  M.,  18.(9. 

In  early  boyhood  Sherman  M.  Bacon  at- 
tended the  excellent  schools  of  Middletown, 
including  the  Green  street  school  and  the  Cen- 
tral school.  When  but  fourteen  lie  entered 
the  store  of  Samuel  Stearncs,  on  t lie  southeast 
corner  of  Main  and  Court  streets,  dealer  in 
furnishing  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  remained 
there  a vear  and  then  was  employed  in  what 
was  known  as  the  Union  Store,  conducted  by 
A.  M.  Bidwell.  His  next  employers  were 
Messrs.  Ward  & Ruttv.  Mr.  Bacon  next  went 


into  business  with  his  father,  succeeding  his 
brother,  C.  G.  Bacon,  in  the  firm  of  J.  P. 
Bacon  & Son.  Later  he  bought  a third  inter- 
est in  the  firm  of  J.  Bacon  & Son,  boot  and 
shoe  dealers,  in  which,  however,  he  remained 
but  a short  time,  selling  his  interest  to  W.  K. 
Bacon.  After  this  he  went  to  New  York  City, 
and,  after  some  successful  operations,  returned 
to  Middletown  and  embarked  in  business  under 
the  firm  name  of  Fuller  & Bacon  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Green  and  Main  streets.  Later  Mr. 
Bacon  entered  the  employ  of  the  Valley  Rail- 
way Company,  at  Middletown ; was  subse- 
quently agent  of  the  Air  Line  railroad;  and 
upon  severing  his  connection  with  that  com- 
pany, helped  to  form  the  firm  of  Carroll, 
Fitzgerald  & Bacon,  to  carry  on  the  coal  busi- 
ness. The  firm  was  later  Carroll  & Bacon. 
Then  Mr.  Bacon,  was  sole  proprietor,  and 
finally  the  business  was  consolidated  with  the 
Middletown  Coal  Company,  of  which  Mr. 
Bacon  became  president,  but  since  1897,  he 
has  been  its  agent,  at  Middletown. 

Sherman  Mitchell  Bacon  was  married,  on 
March  30,  1870,  at  Irvington-on-the-Hudson, 
to  Arianna  Pauline  Bailey,  who  was  bom 
June  24,  1850,  in  Deep  River,  Conn.,  daughter 
of  Martin  and  Sarah  M.  ( Stevens)  Bailey. 
Martin  Bailey,  who  died  about  1864,  was  a 
merchant  of  Middletown.  His  widow  married 
Daniel  Russell,  who  is  now  deceased.  Mrs. 
Bacon  was  the  only  child  of  her  parents,  and 
was  but  four  years  old  when  they  settled  in 
Middletown.  Mrs.  Russell,  who  is  a daughter 
of  Deacon  Gilbert  and  Marietta  (Clark)  Ste- 
vens, now  resides  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Ba- 
con. At  the  Stevens  family  reunion,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1891,  at  Deep  River,  there  were  present  live 
generations:  Deacon  Gilbert  Stevens:  Sarah 
M.  (Stevens)  Russell;  Mrs.  Sherman  M. 
Bacon;  Mrs.  Matie  Axtel  Collamorc;  II. 
Bacon  Collamore.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bacon 
have  come  the  following  family:  Matie  Axtel. 
born  February  25,  1871  : Susie  Maria  and 
Sadie  Martin,  twins,  horn  Mav  15,  1873; 
John  P.,  born  October  14.  1871:  R ichie  Mor- 
row, 1 x >rn  lime  20,  1878;  Shern  :m  Russell, 
l>orn  November  7,  188  >;  and  Sophie  Putnam, 
born  June  1 5,  1884.  Matie  Axtel  was  married 
April  18,  1888.  to  Harry  Nichols  Collamore, 
a resident  of  Providence,  R.  I . and  they  have 
three  children  II.  Bacon.  In»rn  July  8.  1891  ; 
Irvin  Mnvhcw.  born  February  8.  1895;  and 
Ernest  Edwin,  N>rn  August  4.  1807.  Susie 
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Maria  and  Sadie  Martin  died  August  15, 
1873,  and  September  16,  1873,  respectively. 
Raehlie  Morrow  was  miarried  April  16,  1900,  to 
Walter  Varndell,  and  died  August  9,  1900,  at 
Orange,  New  Jersey.  Sherman  Russell  died 
September  5,  1881. 

Mr.  Bacon  was  elected  and  served  as  first 
selectman  of  the  town  of  Middletown  for 
nine  consecutive  years ; was  a member  of  the 
common  council  for  several  years ; and  for  a 
long  time  was  a member  of  the  city  school 
board,  tie  is  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics!. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Bacon  are  consistent  members 
of  the  Universalist  Church ; he  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school  for  a.  number  of 
years,  and  Mrs.  Bacon  sang  in  the  choir.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge, 
F.  & A.  M. ; Washington  Chapter;  Cyrene 
Command ery ; and  Sphinx  Temple,  of  Hart- 
ford. He  is  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  being  the  most  prominent 
supporter  of  that  society  in  Middletown ; he 
was  a charter  member  of  Apollo1  Lodge,  No. 
33,  which  was  instituted  November  6,  1872, 
has  represented  the  State  in  the  Supreme 
Lodge,  and  is  the  only  past  grand  chancellor 
in  Middlesex  county. 

In  1894  Mir.  Bacon  purchased  the  Alsop 
homestead,  and  in  June,  1900,  purchased  his 
present  home.  Public-spirited,  generous,  kind- 
hearted,  he  makes  friends  wherever  he  goes, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  as  popular  social- 
ly as  they  are  prominent  among  the  leading 
people  of  Middletown. 

HENRY  H.  SHERMAN.  This  promin- 
ent business  man  of  Middletown,  Middlesex 
county,  so*  widely  known  and  universally  es- 
teemed, is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Mourse, 
Sherman  & Co.,  whose  reputation  as  clothiers 
and  men’s  furnishers  is  too  well  established 
either  to  call  for  commendation  or  to*  admit  of 
dispute.  Affluent  and  honored  to-day,  he  owes 
his  conspicuous  position  in  the  community  to 
his  own  patient  industry,  sound  sense,  and  ad- 
mirable powers  of  discrimination.  The  story 
of  his  life  is  full  of  interest,  and  from  it  youth 
may  draw  instructive  lessons.  His  family  is 
one  of  the  oldest  in  New  England,  his  ances- 
tors belonging  to  the  historic  Shermans  of 
Rhode  Island,  whose  American  progenitor 
James  Sherman,  was  one  of’  the  devoted  band 
of  religionists  whose  feet  trod  Plymouth  Rock 
in  1620. 


Flenry  H.  Sherman  was  born  in  Lyndon,  1 
Vt.,  January  15,  1845,  grandson  of  James 
Sherman,  who  came  from  Rhode  Island,  and 
was  one  of  the  Green  Mountain  pioneers.  He 
cleared  away  the  timber  and  redeemed  the  fal- 
low7 land,  rearing  his  family  to  fear  God,  re- 
spect the  law  of  the  land  and  honor  the  inherent 
dignity  of  honest  toil.  His  son  George,  the  fa-  j 
ther  of  Henry  H.,  was  born  in  that  town,  and  j 
reared  as  a farmer.  He  married  Calista  Flet-  1 • 

cher,  and  settled  on  a farm  adjoining  that  of  I. 
his  father.  He  was  notable  for  industry,  thrift  '■  I 
and  piety,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  among  j 
the  town’s  most  highly  respected  residents.  Of 
the  six  children  born  to  this  couple  the  subject  - I 
of  this  sketch  is  the  only  one  yet  living.  One  f 1 
of  his  brothers,  George  Jr.,  went  to  California  i 
in  early  youth,  and  died  there. 

Mr.  Sherman’s  boyhood  was  passed  after 
the  manner  of  Vermont  farmers’  sons  before 
1850.  Work  was  abundant,  and  the  privilege  | 
of  a desultory  attendance  upon  the  district  [ 
schools  of  those  early  days  was  the  only  oppor-  ; 
trinity  for  education  he  had.  He  had  reached  j 
the  age  of  twelve  when  his  father  removed  to  ' 
the  village  of  St.  Johnsbury  Center,  where  he  | 
owned  and  cultivated  a small  farm.  A change  ! 
in  locality,  however,  made  no  alteration  in  the  , 
manner  of  the  boy’s  life.  His  familiarity  with  , 
every  description  of  farm  work  grew  apace,  j 
and  for  a time  it  seemed  that  threshing  and  j 
mowing,  reaping  and  husking,  the  care  of  stock  j 
and  swine,  were  destined  to  constitute  at  once  j 
the  scope  and  the  limitation  of  his  life.  He  at-  j 
tended  the  old  St.  Johnsbury  Academy,  which  i 
was  the  highest  institution  of  learning  beneath  1 
whose  portals  he  ever  passed  as  a pupil.  His  j 
school  days  ended  while  he  was  a lad  of  seven- 
teen, and  wearying  of  farm  life  and  labor,  he  } 
resolved  to  enter  upon  a mercantile  career.  His  j 
first  commercial  experience  was  acquired  as  a ; 
clerk  in  the  general  store  of  W.  H.  McGaffey,  ; 
in  his  native  town,  Lyndon,  receiving  by  way 
of  payment  for  his  services  the  munificent  re-  | 
numeration  of  fifty  dollars  per  annum  in  addi- 
tion to  his  board.  After  two  years  of  this  life 
he  found  employment  with  the  firm  of  E.  & T. 
Fairbanks,  the  celebrated  manufacturers  of 
scales,  at  St.  Johnsbury.  Two  years  later  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Hall  & Fletcher,  of  the 
same  town,  whom,  after  a time,  he  left  to  be-  • 
come  a clerk  in  a general  store  at  Randolph,  i 
Vt.,  where  he  remained  until  1873.  He  1 
had  formed  the  acquaintance  of  F.  C.  Smith, 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


7 95 


of  Meriden,  Conn.,  who  was  passing  his  mid- 
summer holiday  in  Randolph.  Mr.  Smith  was 
then  the  junior  partner  in  the  newly  formed 
firm  of  F.  E.  Mourse  & Co.,  of  Middletown, 
Conn.,  which  was  about  to  embark  in  the  cloth- 
ing business  at  Middletown.  The  visitor  was 
quick  to'  recognize  the  innate  ability  of  the 
young  country  clerk,  nor  was  he  slow  in  form- 
ing a correct  estimate  of  his  fidelity  and  integ- 
rity. The  acquaintance  soon  ripened  into  mu- 
tual esteem,  and  young  Sherman  was  engaged 
as  a clerk  in  the  new  store  about  to  be  opened, 
his  duties  at  Middletown  to*  begin  in  April, 
1873.  He  rapidly  mastered  all  the  details  of  the 
business,  and  his  aptitude,  not  less  than  his 
close  attention  to'  duty  and  unwavering  hon- 
esty, gained  for  him  rapid  promotion.  In 
1880  he  was  made  general  manager;  and  three 
, years  later  was  admitted  into  partnership.  Of 
the  character  of  the  concern,  which  is  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  reputable  in  the  city  and 

I county,  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak  in  detail. 

Mr.  Sherman  has  always  stanchly  and  con- 
sistently supported  the  Republican  party  in  all 
National  and  State  issues,  casting  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Grant,  in  1868.  His 
interest  in  politics,  however,  is  only  that  legi- 
timately taken  by  every  conscientious  and  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen.  In  no  sense  of  the  word  is 
he  an  office  seeker,  although,  at  the  request  of 
'i  his  fellow  townsmen,  he  has  served  in  the  city 
I council.  He  is  one  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  a member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. 

Mr.  Sherman  married  Hattie  L.,  daughter 
of  James  and  Harriet  (Way)  Flail,  of  Meriden, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Howard  II.  and 
Helena.  Both  Mr.  Sherman  and  his  estimable  . 
wife  are  members  and  liberal  contributors  to 
[ the  support  of  the  South  Congregational 

II  Church.  Faithful  to  every  trust,  a true  friend, 
a pleasant  companion,  an  upright  citizen  and 
a sincere  Christian,  lie  enjoys  the  undisguised 

I esteem  of  the  members  of  the  community,  irrc 
spectivc  of  party  or  creed. 

demas  Whitmore  Cornwall. 

For  almost  two  centuries  the  Cornwall  family, 
one  of  the  oldest  in  this  part  of  t onnecticut, 
j lias  been  prominently  identified  with  the  his 
] tory  of  Portland,  t<  which  it  has  given  many 
of  its  best  citizens.  It  descends  from  Sergt. 
William  Cornwall,  who  came  to  Massachu- 
setts in  P134.  lie  and  his  first  wife,  Joan. 


were  members  of  the  church  of  the  Rev.  John 
Eliot,  at  Roxbury,  and  in  1636  they  joined  in 
the  great  removal  to  Connecticut.  He  was  one 
of  thirty-seven  soldiers  to  make  an  attack  on 
the  Pequot  Indians  the  following  year.  In 
1651  he  removed  with  the  first  settlers  to 
Middletown,  and  became  a prominent  man  in 
that  town.  Fie  was  a representative  in  the 
General  Assembly  in  1651,  1657,  1664  and 
1665,  and  he  was  constable  in  1664.  His 
death  occurred  February  21,  1668.  His  sec- 
ond wife  bore  the  Christian  name  of  Mary. 
He  was  the  father  of  the  following  children  : 
Sergeant  John,  William,  Samuel,  Jacob, 
Sarah,  Thomas,  Esther  and  Elizabeth. 

(II)  William  Cornwall,  son  of  Sergeant 

William,  was  born  June  24,  1641,  lived  in 
Middletown,  and  died  June  15,  1691.  On 
November  30,  1670,  he  was  married  to  Mary 
Bull,  who  died  November  25,  1717.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  William,  Jacob, 

Experience,  Abigail,  Ebenezer  and  Eleazer. 

(III)  The  Cornwalls  of  Portland  are  de- 

scended from  William  Cornwall  (son  of  Will- 
iam) , who  was  born  1671,  and  who  died  1747. 
He  removed  to  East  Middletown,  back  of 
Waugunk  Meadows,  about  1703.  In  1691  he 
was  married  to  Esther  Ward,  who  died  July 
13,  1734,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  Their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows:  William,  Mary,  Eben- 

ezer, Andrew,  John,  Samuel,  Esther  and 
Jacob. 

(IV)  Andrew  Cornwall,  son  of  William, 

was  a brick  maker,  and  conducted  a brick- 
yard northwest  of  the  present  home  of  Nelson 
Shepard  of  Portland.  While  engaged  in 
transporting  brick  in  a scow  on  the  Connecti- 
cut river,  a leak  was  sprung,  and  he  was 
drowned,  at  the  earlv  age  of  thirty  two  years. 
He  was  the  father  of  three  sons:  Sam- 

uel, a farmer  on  Rose  Hill,  on  the  farm  which 
afterward  was  owned  by  his  grandsons; 
Andrew,  mentioned  below  ; and  Daniel,  who 
removed  to  the  frontier  line  in  the  State  of 
New  York. 

( V ) Andrew  Cornwall  was  a substantial 
farmer  in  his  day.  He  died  in  the  fall  of 
1800,  from  the  effects  of  the  bite  of  a rabid 
dog.  His  widow.  Mary  (Bartlett),  remained 
on  the  old  homestead,  and  reached  a great 
age.  She  was  the  mother  of  t ho  following 
children:  FU*r.  who  went  to  New  York,  and 

later  to  Wisconsin,  becoming  a pioneer  in  the 
vicinity  of  Milwaukee,  and  died  vcr\  wealthy; 
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Andrew,  who  settled  in  Wayne  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died ; Ansel,  a settler  in  the  same 
county  with  the  latter,  where  he  was  always 
engaged  as  a carpenter  and  joiner,  and  became 
a wealthy  farm  owner:  William,  who'  moved 
to  Wayne  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  soon  after 
died  from  a very  severe  attack  of"  fever  and 
ague ; Ann,  whoi  married  a Mr.  Black  in  New 
York,  and  died  in  Wayne  county;  Lydia,  who 
married  Seth  Eddy,  a Vermont  school  teacher, 
and  lived  on  Rose  Hill  until  the  death  of"  her 
husband,  and  then  made  her  home  in  Portland, 
with  her  son  Arnos ; and  Amos. 

(VI)  Amos  Cornwall  w&s  born  April  30, 

1800,  on  Rose  Hill.  His  wife,  Sybil  Taylor, 
was  born  about  1801,  in  East  Glastonbury, 
Conn.,  and  when  a young  girl  came  to  Port- 
land to  live  with  Abner  Sage  on  Rose  Hill, 
as  her  parents  and  others  of  her  family  had 
gone  to  Ohio.  Amos  Cornwall,  when  twelve 
years  old,  was  bound  out  to  Daniel  White,  of 
Gildersleeve,  where  he  remained  until  he  was 
twenty-one.  After  his  marriage  he  went  to 
housekeeping  on  Rose  Hill,  where  he  built  a 
house,  now  occupied  by  his  youngest  son.  He 
was  a continuous  tiller  of  the  soil  until  1863, 
when  be  sold  out  to  his  son  and  moved  to  a 
house  he  owned  south  of  his  former  residence. 
There  lie  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two1  years. 
His  wife  survived  him  until  October  18,  1875, 
when  she  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four. 
They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Andrew1  is  mentioned  below;  Harvey 

B.,  a joiner  and  a farmer,  lived  on  Rose  Hill, 
and  died  June  11,  1889;  Charles  F.  was  a 
joiner  and  farmer,  and  lived  and  died  on  Rose 
Hill;  and  Amos  Nelson,  a farmer  on  Rose 
Hill,  was  at  one  time  quite  an  extensive  lum- 
berman. Amos  Cornwall  was  first  a Whig, 
and  later  a stanch  Republican.  He  was  re- 
spected as  an  honorable  business  man,  and 
a loyal  citizen.  Pie  was  a liberal  supporter  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  was 
a member. 

(VII)  Andrew  Cornwall,  the  father  of 
Demas  W.,  was  born  January  25,  1822,  on 
Rose  Hill,  where  he  received  his  education 
in  the  district  school.  At  the  age  of  thirteen 
he  found  employment  at  East  Hamfpton,  and 
became  a hard  and  incessant  worker.  He  had 
steady  habits,  and  the  characteristics  of  the 
man  were  evident  in  the  boy.  On  January  20, 
1843,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Whit- 
more, who'  was  born  in  Chatham.  Conn.,  Oc- 


tober 9,  1821,  a daughter  of  Dennis  and  Sod 
phironia  (Strong)  Whitmore.  Soon  after  the 
beginning  of  his  married  life,  Mr.  Cornwal 
located  on  a farm  belonging  to  Harry  Corn- 
wall and  his  sister  Jemima,  venerable  people 
who  were  unmarried.  The  young  couple  livec 
with  them,  took  care  of  them  and  received  then 
farm  as  compensation  for  twenty  years’  faith 
ful  care,  Andrew  Cornwall  was  a thorougl 
farmer,  and  became  quite  wealthy.  He  ream 
a family  of  three  sons  who  were  a credit  tc 
any  home  and  parentage : Henry  A.,  bon 

November  16,  1843,  died  September  17,  1898 
(A  sketch  of  this  member  of  the  family  ap 
pears  elsewhere)  ; Dwight  N.  wras  born  Jul; 
14,  1851;  and  Demas  W.,  born  April  15 
1855,  is  the  subject  of  this  article.  Andrev 
Cornwall  was  a Republican,  served  as  a se 
lectman,  and  for  years  was  on  the  board  0 
relief.  He  was  a member  of  the  General  As 
sembly  in  1884  and  in  1885,  where  his  integ  | 
rity,  good  judgment,  and  general  information 
made  him  a desirable  member.  He  was  : ; 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  society  I 
and  was  an  active  and  vigorous  worker  in  tha  f 
organization.  Active  in  body  and  mind,  hd 
retained  his  interest  in  affairs  until  his  death 
which  (occurred  July  7,  1894,  and  he  wa 
buried  in  Center  cemetery.  His  widow  is  stilf 
living,  and  is  a most  highly  respected  lady ! 
They  lived  together  for  over  fifty-one  years) 
and  were  both  people  of  much  intelligence f 
character  and  ability. 

> Demas  Whitmore  Cornwall  was  born  01 
the  homestead  on  Rose  Hill,  where  he  attendee 
district  school  for  his  education.  His  school; 
ing  was  continued  at  Miss  Sperry’s  seleci 
school,  and  for  two  years  he  was-  in  the  acad  i 
emy  at  Glastonbury ; he  also:  attended  Hannum  f 
business  college  in  Hartford.  He  began  lit" 
as  a farmer  on  the  family  homestead  and  i: 
1891  he  went  to  Hartford  as  a member  of  tip 
wholesale  grocery  house  of  Payne  & Corn  I 
wall,  and  in  1895  became  a special  partner  c 
Potter  & Payne. 

On  April  30,  1879,  Demas  W.  Cornwa 
was  married  to  Miss  Emma  M.  Payne, 
daughter  of  Reuben  and  Mary  (Clark)  Payn 
To  this  union  were  born  these  children:  Ar 
drew!  Payne,  whip  spent  two  years  at  Exete 
College,  and  is  at  present  a student  in  the  med  ; 
cal  department  of  Yale  University;  Perr' 
Hamlin,  a graduate  in  the  class  of  1901,  PoY 
land  high  school,  and  now  employed  as  a civ' 
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engineer  in.1  Middletown ; and  Marie  Elizabeth, 
t home.  Mr.  Cornwall  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
>ers  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he 
las  served  as  clerk  for  both  church  and  society. 
Ie  belongs  to  -the  Portland  Lodge  of  the  A. 
).  U.  W.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republi- 
can, and  has  served  as  tax  collector.  In  1896 
ie  built  his  present  residence  on  Rose  Hill. 
Ie  is  a well-known  and  influential  citizen  of 
he  town.  In  addition  to  his  other  cares  and 
nvestments,  he  is  extensively  interested  with 
lis  brother,  Dwight  N.,  in  conducting  his  fa- 
!her’s  extensive  estate,  of  which  he  is  executor 
inder  the  will. 

MRS.  SARAH  E.  A.  (BEVIN)  CHAP- 
VIAN,  a well-known  and  highly  esteemed  resi- 
lent  of  East  Hampton,  Middlesex  county,  was 
oorn  in  that  place  July  1,  1834,  the  only  child 
of  William  and  Sarah  S.  (Parsons)  Bevin. 

William  Bevin  was  born  June  17,  1804,  on 
Bevin  Hill,  in  the  town  of  Chatham,  this  coun- 
:y,  and  was  reared  on  a farm  and  educated  in 
:he  public  schools.  When  about  nineteen  years 
old  he  began  to;  learn  the  bell  business  with 
William  Barton,  Sr.,  with  whom  he  went  to 
Cairo,  N.  Y.,  and,  after  three  years,  to  East- 
lampton,  Conn.  He  bought  the  home  where 
lis  daughter,  Mrs.  Chapman,  now  lives,  and 
n 1832  built  the  shop  opposite.  Tread  power 
was  used,  and  in  casting  the  bells  the  metal  was 
melted  by  a fire  kept  going  by  hand  bellows. 
In  time  Mr.  Bevin  taught  the  business  to  his 
brothers,  and  they  established  a shop  on  the 
water  power.  William:  Bevin  retired  a short 
lime  before  his  death,  which  occurred  June  16, 
1858.  He  was  a man  well  known  in  his  day, 
served  as  selectman,  and  as  representative  to 
the  Legislature  several  times.  His  political 
support  was  given  to  the  Democratic  party, 
lie  was  an  active  church  worker,  but  did  not 
join  because  he  could  not  be  immersed.  Mr. 
Bevin  was  a man  of  fine  character,  honest  and 
upright  in  his  dealings  with  all,  and  very  benev- 
olent and  kind  to-  the  poor.  On  November  20, 
1828,  lie  was  married,  in  Cairo,  N.  Y.,  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Beers,  to  Sarah  S.  Parsons,  who  was  1>oni 
August  9,  1809,  and  died  March  13.  1895.. 
The  only  child  born  to-  this  union  was  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Anna,  Mrs.  Chapman. 

On  the  maternal  side  Mrs.  Chapman  traces 
her  ancestry  kack  to  Stephen  Piersons,  or  Par 
sons,  who  was  born  in  the  Conn  tv  of  Suffolk, 
England,  about  i C>4 5 . I lis  father  died  when 


he  was  quite  young,  and  his  mother  appren- 
ticed him  to  a carpenter.  He  was  the  founder 
of  the  family  in  the  New  World.  In  Strat- 
ford, Conn.,  he  married  Mary  Tomlinson,  and 
soon  afterward  located  at  Derby,  this  State. 
H-e  died  in  Oxford,  May  4,  1739,  and  his  will, 
dated  September  2,  1733,  is  still  preserved. 
His  son  removed  from  Stratford  to  Derby,  be- 
coming one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  latter 
place,  and  owned  the  property  where  the  First 
Episcopal  Church  was  built.  His  son,  David 
Parsons,  the  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Chap- 
man, took  the  oath  of  fidelity  and  the  free- 
holder’s oath  September  6,  1777,  thus  entitling 
his  descendants  to  be  counted  among  the  Sons 
and  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 
He  was  married,  October  23,  1766,  to  Lois 
Thompson,  and  they  had  seven  children,  whose 
names  and  dates  of  birth  were  as  follows : 
Sarah,  October  23,  1767;  David,  November 
20,  1769  (died  January  19,  1770)  ; David  (2), 
December  29,  1770;  Joel,  August  29,  1 772; 
Hannah,  January  3,  1774;  Thompson,  Septem- 
ber 9,  1775;  and  Truman,  February  11,  1781. 

Truman  Parsons  was  married.  January  n. 
1803,  to  Elizabeth  S.  Barlow,  who  was  born 
October  23,  1784,  and  died  in  New  York  City 
January  19,  1857.  His  death  occurred  May  7. 
1828.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Elec- 

ta, born  January  18,  1804,  married  Abner  H. 
Richmond,  and  died  February  10,  1863:  Whit- 
ney Barlow,  born  July  9.  1805,  died  on  Long 
Island;  Sturges  Sanford,  bom  May  3.  1807. 
died  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Sarah  Sanford  was 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  Chapman : Joel  Balm  was 
born  September  14.  1811 : Philo  Skidmore  was 
born  November  13,  1813:  Eunice,  born  June 
11,  1816,  married  William  R.  Hayes;  Harriet 
L..  born  Decemlxu-  12.  1818,  married  (first! 
Seth  Rockwell,  of  Michigan,  and  (second) 
Peter  V.  Lockwood,  of  New  York  City:  Pollv 
Ann.  born  May  1.  1821,  died  May  3,  1822: 
Calvin  Rains,  born  Novem1>cr  14,  1823.  died  at 
the  age  of  fiftv-seven  years,  in  March.  1880: 

1 and  Francis  C.  L.,  Ixvrn  July  23.  1826,  resides 
in  Ionia  county.  Michigan. 

During  her  girlhood  Mrs.  Chapman  at- 
tended the  local  schools  and  those  at  Hebron, 
and  studied  music  at  Salem.  Conn.  She  suc- 
cessfullv  engaged  in  teaching  music  for  a time. 
On  April  20,  1832.  she  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Wickliffe  Leopold  Markham,  son  of 
Hiram  Markham  and  grandson  of  John  Mark 
ham.  I le  was  l>orn  in  the  town  of  Chatham. 


79  8 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


t 


Middlesex  county,  September  16,  1829,  and 
died  of  consumption  June  23,  1857.  On  start- 
ing out  in  life  for  himself  he  learned  the 
butcher’s  trade,  but  soon  turned  his  attention 
to  silver  plating,  at  which  he  worked  as  long 
as  his  health  permitted.  He  left  one  son,  Will- 
iam W.  B.,  born  October  23,  1856,  who  was 
for  many  years  town  clerk  and  treasurer  of 
Chatham.  He  married  Eudora  B.  Baker,  and 
they  have  two'  children — Edwin  Wickliffe, 
born  November  8,  1885  ; and  Mildred  P.,  born 
August  16,  1888.  Mrs.  Markham  was  mar- 
ried December  17,  1871,  to  David  O.  Chap- 
man, son  of  David  A.  and  Martha  (Coles) 
Chapman.  By  this  union  there  was  born  one 
daughter,  Maud  E.,  April  14,  1875,  who  was 
married,  April  27,  1897,  t°  Irving  H.  West,  of 
East  Hampton,  and  has  two*  children,  Eliza- 
beth Virginia,  and  a son  not  vet  named.  Mrs. 
Chapman  is  an  active  and  consistent  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  also’  be- 
longs to  Belleville  Chapter,  Order  of  the  East- 
ern Star.  She  is  widely  and  favorably  known1, 
and  has  a host  of  friends  in  the  community 
where  she  resides. 


FREDERICK  JOHN  WINTER,  who  is 
one  of  the  wide-awake,  successful  and  prosper- 
ous farmers  of  Middlesex  county,  is  of  Enelish 
birth,  having  first  beheld  the  sun  at  Cookley, 
in  the  County  of  Suffolk.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, whose  name  was  John,  was  a farmer 
throughout  his  long  and  active  life,  which  cov- 
ered a period  of  nearly  ninety  years,  and  was 
the  father  of  thirteen  children,  anions'  the  elder 
of  whom  was  Henry,  the  father  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  life  is  here  chronicled. 

Henry  Winter  was  also  born  in  Cookley, 
where  he  attended  school  as  a boy,  and,  as  a 
man,  cultivated  the  same  farm  his  father  had 
tilled  before  him.  He  died  in  consequence  of 
injuries  sustained  in  a runaway,  although  he 
lingered  for  a few  years,  in  badly  impaired 
health  after  the  accident  occurred.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Webb,  a Suffolk  county  maiden, 
who  was  also'  a native  of  Cookley,  and  they 
had  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  christened : 
Henry,  Frederick  John,  Mary,  Ellen,  Sarah, 
John  and  Charlotte.  Henry  married  Martha 
Cornwall,  and  is  living  the  life  of  a farmer  in 
Sycamore,  111.  Mary,  the  third  child  and  eld- 
est daughter,  became  Mrs.  Charles  Taylor,  and 
is  yet  living  in  England.  Ellen  is  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Catt,  and  still  lives  with  her  husband  in 


their  native  shire.  Sarah,  Mrs.  Wilson,  resides 
in  London,  England.  John  died  in  the  land  of  1 
his  birth,  as  did  also  Charlotte,  unmarried,  j 

Frederick  John  Winter  was  born  July  26,  j 
1849.  His  attendance  at  the  common  schools  j! 
was  supplemented  by  a brief  course  at  Hales-  j| 
worth  Academy,  and  not  long  after  his  school  j 
days  were  ended  he  turned  his  face  and  his  j 
steps  toward  the  great  metropolis  of  the  Brit-  j 
ish  empire.  There  he  found  employment  as  a : 
clerk  in  the  extensive  dry-goods  store  of  Spen-  i 
cer  & Turner.  His  young  mind,  however,  jl 
teemed  with  ideas  off  emigration.  The  New  ‘ 
World,  with  its  vigorous  life  and  its  immense  i 
possibilities,  beckoned  to  him,  and  in  1873  he  j 
set  sail  for  the  United  States  on  the  Cunarder  j 
“Almora.”  The  voyage  was  remarkably  tem-  | 
pestuous  and  long,  but  after  twenty-one  days  I 
he  landed  at  Boston.  Thence  he  immediately  ii 
proceeded  to  New  York,  light  of  purse  but  * 
buoyant  of  heart  and  strong  in  resolution.  For  J 
a few  days  he  sought  work  in  New  York,  with-  ; 
out  results,  when,  learning  from:  a friend  that  i[ 
Moses  Terrill,  of  Middlefield,  Conn.,  was  in  ‘ 
need  of  a farm  hand,  hie  resolved  to  make:  a I 
personal  application  for  the  position,  which  he  * 
succeeded  in  securing.  This  was  his  first  intro-  f 
duction  to  the  town  which  was  destined  to  be  j 
his  future  home.  For  some  time  he  was  em-  j, 
ployed  upon  the  land  of  Mr.  Terrill,  and  of  , 
other  farmers  in  and  around  Baileyville,  but  in  j 
1878  he  went  West  to  join  his  brother1  Henry, 
who  was  a farmer  at  Gray  Willow,  Kane  Co.,  1 
111.  He  worked  for  his  brother  two1  years,  and  ' 
then  returned  to  Middlefield.  He  continued  to  j 
work  as  a farm  laborer  until  1881,  when  he  j 
began  farming  on  his  own  account,  upon  prem-  1 
ises  which  he  bought  two  years  later,  and  on  : 
which  he  yet  resides.  The  property  (which  he  , 
purchased  from  John  Douglas)  is  commonly 
known  throughout  the  adjacent  country  as  the  ! 
“Col.  Levi  Coe  place.”  There,  in  addition  to  ; 
general  farming,  he  carries  on  market  garden-  ; 
ing  and  dairying.  That  he  has  been  successful 
has  been  due  to  his  own  bard  work,  good 
judgment  and  rugged  integrity.  He  is  one  of 
those  self-made  mem  who  are  at  once  the  bul- 
wark and  the  pride  of  a rightly  constituted 
community.  He  is  a Republican,  but  beyond 
exercising  the  right  of  suffrage,  takes  no  active 
part  in  politics. 

Mrs.  Winter,  whose  maiden  name  was  ; 
Maria  Wood,  was  born  in  the  County  of  Essex, 
England,  May  23,  1858.  Her  mother,  Maria 
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Laver,  died  while  she  was  but  a mere  child, 
and  she  crossed  the  ocean  on  the  White  Star 
steamer  “Baltic”  in  1873,  with  her  father, 
William'  Wood;  he  is  now!  a,  watchman  at 
Rockfall,  in  the  town  of  Middlefield.  Mrs. 
Winter  is  a communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winter  have  come 
seven  children : The  eldest,  a son,  was  born 

November  9,  1877,  an‘d  died  at  birth.  Two 
daughters  have  also  died — Nellie,  born  July  7. 
1882,  and  May,  born  May  31,  1885.  Those 
who  survive,  all  of  whom  are  at  home  with 
their  parents,  are:  William'  F.,  born  August 

21,  1879;  Florence,  September  22,  1883; 

Frederick,  September  11,  1887;  and  Ada,  June 
16,  1898. 

FRANK  L.  STRICKLAND,  the  leading 
shoe  merchant  of  Rockville,  Conn.,  is  a native 
of  Middletown,  Conn.,  born  there  October  1 7, 
1858. 

The  Strickland  family  is  one  of  the  old 
families  of  Glastonbury  Conn.  Mjyer  Strick- 
land, the  great-grandfather  of  Frank  L.  Strick- 
land, whs  born  probably  in  Connecticut,  while 
his  grandfather,  Elisha  Strickland,  followed 
farming  in  Glastonbury  for  many  years. 
Later  he  removed  to>  Stafford,  Conn.,  to  reside 
with  his  son  Lysander,  and  his  death  occurred 
there  about  1845.  Hb  married  Polly  Rost, 
a native  of  Marlboro,  and  they  had  a family 
of  five  children,  namely : Austin,  who  mar- 

ried Hester  Spencer,  and  settled  on  a farm  in 
Glastonbury ; Vinson  R.,  the  father  of  Norman 
W.  Strickland,  of  Hartford  county;  Lysander 
A.,  mentioned  below;  Minerva,  who  married 
EH  Warner,  a farmer  of  Ellington  (their  son 
Eli  became  a physician  of  Hartford)  ; and 
Eliza,  who  died  in  childhood.  Elisha  Strick- 
land was  a Whig  in  political  sentiment,  but 
never  sought  offices,  being  a plain,  unassum- 
ing mjan  in  every  way. 

Lysander  A.  Strickland  was  born  in 
Glastonbury,  Conn.,  and  was  a carriagemaker 
by  trade,  which  business  lie  at  one  time  carried 
011  at  West  Stafford,  Conn.  There  he  married 
Miss  Maria  R.  Holmes,  born  in  November, 
1819,  daughter  of  Farley  Holmes  and  his  first 
wife,  who  was  a Miss  Knight.  The  Knight 
family  was  a noted  one  in  New  England  be- 
cause of  the  number  of  professional  men  be- 
longing to  it,  especially  in  the  line  of  nuedi- 
cinc,  and  they  were  possessed  of  marked  in- 
telligence and  culture.  ML  Strickland  re- 


moved from  West  Stafford  to  Middletown, 
Conn.,  and  there  entered  the  employ  of  the 
W.  & B.  Douglas  Company,  where  he  sub- 
sequently became  foreman  of  the  woodwork- 
ing shop,  a position  he  held  until  obliged  to 
give  it  up  on  account  of  poor  health.  His 
death  occurred  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years. 
His  widow,  a lady  well  preserved  and  agree- 
able, still  resides  in  Middletown.  Lysander 
A.  Strickland  was  a "Republican,  but  though 
taking  a deep  interest  in  his  party’s  success, 
was  never  a politician.  For  a number  of  years 
he  wlas  a member  of  the  South  Congregational 
Church  at  Middletown,  and  he  was  well  known 
and  highly  respected  in  his  community.  His 
remains  rest  in  the  Mortimer  cemetery  at  Mid- 
dletown. 

The  children  born  to  Mir.  and  Mrs.  Strick- 
land consisted  of  four  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, namely:  Erwin,  born  at  West  Stafford, 

Conn.,  was  a wholesale  and  retail  coal 
dealer;  he  died  in  Bridgeport,  and  his  wife 
and  two  daughters  survive.  Ohauncv  H., 
born  at  West  Stafford,  is  the  New  York  rep- 
resentative of  Belding  Bros.,  the  great  silk 
manufacturers;  he  has  one  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters. Sarah  married  Henry  A.  Mooney,  of 
Hartford.  Henry  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years.  Helen  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six. 
Frank  L.  is  our  subject. 

Frank  L.  Strickland  went  to  school  in  Mid- 
dletown and  then  occupied  a similar  position 
closing  with  his  Sophomore  year.  As  a youth 
he  was  energetic  and  industrious  and  soon  dis- 
played his  ability  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  Opportunity  offering,  he  first  became 
a clerk  in  the  store  of  Burr  Brothers,  in  Mid- 
dletown and  then  occupied  a similar  position 
with  the  shoe  firm  of  A.  R.  Parshley.  where  he 
continued  for  a long  period.  Early  in  iSSohe 
left  Middletown  and  went  to  Boston,  where 
he  accepted  a situation  in  the  shoe  department 
of  R.  II.  White  & Co.,  remaining  until  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1887,  when  lie  took  charge  of  t lie 
oldest  established  shoe  business  in  Rockville. 
Conn.,  that  of  Asa  G.  Jacobs,  which  lie  had 
purchased.  Although  the  disastrous  lire  which 
swept  Rockville  in  1805  destroyed  lioth  his 
store  and  stock,  lie  immediately  resumed  busi- 
ness at  his  present  location  on  East  Muin 
street. 

MV.  Strickland  is  one  of  the  wide-awake 
and  thorough  business  men  of  Rockville, 
modern  in  bis  st<xd<  and  mctluxls.  lie  occu- 
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pies  a prominent  position  as  a citizen  and  as  a 
business  man. 

On  November  25,  1885,  Mr.  Strickland 
■was  united  in  marriage  With  Miss  Alice  Cora 
Miller,  born  August  20,  1863,  daughter  of  Ste- 
phen W.  and  Hannah  A.  (CoreyJ  Miller,  of 
Middletown,  Conn.  The  former  was  for  many 
years  a successful  farmer  of  Middletown,  a 
man  of  large  means  and  high  character.  His 
death  occurred  July  27,  1884,  and  his  wife 
preceded  him  to-  the  grave  on  February  5, 
1870.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strick- 
land were:  Edna  Helen,  born  June  5,  1887; 

Bertha  Miller,  June  28,  1889;  Wallace  Knight, 
August  1,  1891  (died  January  11,  1892)  ; and 
Seward  Holmes,  April  8,  1898. 

Mr.  Strickland  is  in  sympathy  with  the 
Republican  party,  but  he  does  not  mlingle  to- 
any  great  extent  in  politics  beyond  being  a 
regular  voter.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  Rising  Star  Lodge,  No-.  49,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Rockville,  in  which  he  takes  a deep  inter- 
est. Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Union  Congregational  Church,  in  Rockville. 
While  a resident  of  Middletown,  Mr.  Strick- 
land for  six  years  was  a member  o-f  the  cele- 
brated choir  of  the  South  Church  in  that  city. 
He  is  very  public-spirited,  and  takes  an  intel- 
ligent interest  in  and  liberally  contributes  to-  all 
objects  calculated  to  be  of  benefit  to-  his  city. 
He  is  recognized  as  a representative  business 
man,  and  leads  in  his  line  of  trade,  his  pat- 
ronage coming  from  the  'most  exacting1  of 
the  residents  of  Rockville  and  vicinity. 

JOSEPH  ZEISER,  for  a number  of  years 
a well-known  tailor  of  Cromwell,  Middlesex 
county,  was  born  in  Wittenberg,  Germany, 
son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Keller)  Zeiser. 
The  father  was  a farmer,  stock  dealer  and 
trader,  and  lived  and  died  in  Wittenberg,  as 
did  also  his  wtife.  Their  children  were: 
Go-thard,  who  died  in  Germany  ; Constantine, 
who  is  now  living  in  Wittenberg;  Matthew, 
deceased ; Leot,  who  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  was  employed  for  a number  o-f  years  in  the 
factory  of  J.  & E.  Stevens ; Rosalia,  who  is 
now  living  in  Newark.  N.  J. ; and  Joseph. 

Joseph  Zeiser  was  born  June  9,  1850.  He 
had  the  benefits  of  a public-school  education 
until  he  reached1  his  fourteenth  year.  After 
his  school  days  were  ended  he  worked  on  a 
neighboring  farm),  his  father  having-  died  when 
he  was  five  years  o-f  age,  and  his  mother  when 


he  wias  ten.  When  he  was  a young  man  he 
was  apprenticed  to  the  tailor’s  trade,  and 
served  his  term,  working  for  his  board,  'and 
furnishing  his  clothes.  After  he  had  com- 
pleted his  apprenticeship  he  went  to-  Switzer- 
land, and  spent  several  years-  in  that  country. 

In  1870  Mr.  Zeiser  started  for  America,  sail- 
ing from  Hamburg,  and  landing  in  New  York 
after  a nineteen  days’  voyage,  with  a few  dol- 
lars in  his  pocket.  He  had  a brother  in  the 
United  States,  and  a cousin  in  Philadelphia,  but 
had  to  depend  on  his  own  energies-  to-  locate 
himself.  For  three  years  he  was-  employed  in 
Newark,  N.  J.,  then  one  year  in  Brooklyn,  and 
in  1874  came  to  Cromwell,  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade  until  1877,  when  he  moved  to 
Rocky  Hill.  He  was  in  business  there  eleven 
years,  at  -the  expiration  of  which  time  he  re- 
turned to  Cromwell,  where  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness continuously  until  his  removal  to-  Meriden. 

Mr.  Zeiser  enjoyed  a fine  trade  from  Rocky 
Hill,  Middletown  and  Cromwell.  In  1889  he 
purchased  the  home  where  he  resided,  and  he 
was  regarded  as  one  of  the  solid  and  reliable 
business  men  of  the  community. 

While  he  wias  a resident  of  Newark,  N,  J.,  * 

Mr.  Zeiser  was  married  there  to  Miss  Kate  1 

Klein,  who  died  in  1885.  For  his  second  wife  I 

Mr.  Zeiser  married  Miss  Carrie  Kaiser,  op  , 
Newark,  N.  J.,  who  is  a native  of  Wittenberg, 
Germany,  and  came  ten  this  country  when  a ; 
small  girl.  To  this  union  the  following  chil- 
dren  have  been  born:  Joseph,  Arthur  and  1 

Elsie. 

Mr.  Zeiser  is  a Republican.  He  and  his 
wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr. 
Zeiser  is  widely  knowli  as  a capable  tailor  and 
a good  business  man.  He  has  made  his  way 
in  the  world  against  very  considerable  ob- 
stacles, and  deserves  much  credit  for  the  very 
fine  position  he  occupies. 

JOHN  M.  STARR.  The  American  j 
founder  of  that  branch  of  the  Starr  family 
to  which  John  M.  Starr  belongs  was  Dr.  Com- 
fort Starr,  who  emigrated  from  England  about 
1634,  and  settled  in  Groton.  Family  records 
fail  to'  shO'Wl  the  number  of  his  children,  but 
it  is  known  that  he  had  two-  sons — Jonathan, 
born  in  1675,  and  died  in  1748,  aged  seventy- 
three  years ; and  Thomas,  who-  attained  the 
age  of  eighty-five  years.  Dr.  Comfort  Starr's  ; 
grandchildren  were  nine  in  number,  and  were 
remarkable  for  their  longevity.  Their  names-  I 
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and  the  ages  at  which  they  passed  from  earth 
were  as  follows  : Samuel,  at  eighty  seven  years; 
Jonathan  (referred  to  below),  at  eighty-nine; 
Elizabeth,  at  ninety-seven;  Joseph,  at  eightv- 
two;  Vine,  at  eighty-three;  Mary,  who  died  of 
, small-pox,  at  fifty-six;  Richard,  at  eighty-sev- 
en; Hannah,  at  eighty-five;  and  Lucy,  at  one 
hundred  years  and  seven  months. 

• Jonathan  Starr  settled  in  New  London, 
and  married  Mary  Seabury,  who  lived  to  be 
ninety-eight  and  one-half  years  old.  The  is- 
sue of  their  marriage  was  six  children,  who 
inherited  the  remarkable  vitality  of  their  an- 
cestors. Abigail  reached  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  years  and  two  months ; Mary  died  at 
eighty-six  years  and  five  months ; Sarah 
passed  away  at  eighty-six  years;  Jona- 
than reached  the  age  of  ninety-five  years  and 
four  months;  Jared  died  aged  ninety  years  and 
nine  months;  and  Rebecca  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  ninety-two  years  and  four  months. 

Vine  Starr,  a grandson  of  the  emigrant, 
and  a settler  of  East  Hampton,  died  in 
1789,  and  his  wife,  Mary,  in  1799, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  also  named 
Vine  Starr,  and  was  born  near  the  town  of 
Chatham,  in  1785,  and  died  November  13, 
1815,  aged,  thirty  years.  He  was  a man  of 
prominence  and  highly  esteemed  by  his  fellow- 
townsmen.  He  took  a lively  interest  in  mili- 
tary matters  and  a granddaughter — Mrs.  Asa 
E.  Brooks,  of  East  Haddam,  Conn. — pre- 
serves a cornet’s  commission  of  the  Sixth 
Company,  of  the  Seventh  regiment  of  Cavalry, 
issued  to  him  on  May  9,  1811,  signed  by  Gov- 
ernor Roger  Griswold  and  countersigned  by 
j Thomas  Day,  Secretary  of  State.  On  June 
1 24,  1813,  Vine  Starr  married  Nancy  Barton, 
a daughter  of  William  and  Clarissa  (Betts) 

| Barton,  Jr.,  of  his  native  town.  The  Bartons 
1 are  of  an  old  family  of  New  England,  and  the 
genealogical  record  from  the  time  of  William 
Barton,  of  the  Society  of  Wintonbury,  now 
Bloomfield,  Conn.,  an  armorer  at  Springfield. 
Mass.,  during  the  struggle  for  independence, 
may  be  found  in  the  sketch  of  Norman  N.  Hill, 
of  East  Hampton,  elsewhere.  Vine  and  Nan- 
ji  cy  (Barton)  Starr  were  the  parents  of  only 
| one  child — Vine  B. 

Vink  B.  Starr  was  horn  October  15.  1815. 
in  Giathaxn,  where  he  grew  to  maturity,  lie 
began  active  life  as  a hell  maker,  being  first 
employed  by  Hiram  Barton,  and  later  was  a 
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partner  of  Jason  Barton,  and  with  the  latter 
went  to  Danville,  Ky.,  and  subsequently  en- 
gaged in  business  in  Louisville,  Ky.  The 
last  twenty  years  of  his  life  Vine  B.  Starr 
passed  in  farming  at  East  Haddam,  Conn.  He 
was  an  Abolitionist  'from  conviction,  and  a 
Whig  for  the  reason  that  that  party  more  near- 
ly espoused  his  views  than  any  other.  With 
the  birth  of  the  Republican  party  he  gladly 
connected  himself  therewith.  He  was  a man 
of  broad,  enlightened  public  sprit,  and  al- 
ways took  a deep  interest  in  town  affairs,  al- 
though steadfastly  refusing  to  accept  nomina- 
tion for  any  office.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Society  of  the  South  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  East  Hampton,  and  a gen- 
erous contributor  toward  its  work.  He  mar- 
ried Amanda  Markham,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Ruby  (Bolles)  Markham. 

Mrs.  Amanda  Markham  Starr  was  born  in 
1818,  and  died  December  18,  1896,  having 
survived  her  husband  eight  years.  He  passed 
away  on  June  22,  1888.  The  Markham  family 
traces  its  lineage  back  to  1142,  A.  D.,  when 
the  seat  of  the  family  was  at  Chatham,  Eng- 
land. The  first  of  the  line  to  emigrate  to  the 
American  Colonies  was  Daniel  Markham, 
who  crossed  the  ocean  with  his  wife.  Patience 
Harris,  early  in  the  eighteenth  century.  Ik- 
died  in  1712,  and  his  widow  in  1733. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vine  B.  Starr  a large 
family  was  born:  (1)  Julia  N.  married  Asa 

E.  Brooks,  of  East  Haddam.  (2 ) George  M. 
(whose  biography  may  be  found  elsewhere) 
is  identified  with  the  Starr  Bros.  Bell  Co.  of 
East  Hampton.  (.3)  John  M.  was  the  third 
in  the  order  of  birth.  (4)  Wilbur  F.  is  also 
a stockholder  and  officer  in  the  Starr  Bn  s. 
Bell  Co.,  and  is  more  fully  referred  to  else- 
where. (5)  Vine  B.,  Jr.,  is  the  secretary  of 
the  company,  and  is  married  to  Bessie  C. 
Birdsey.  ((>)  Henry  S.  is  connected  with  the 
Starr  Bros,  in  the  manufacture  of  net  and 
twine. 

No  sketch  of  the  Starr  family  can  he  com- 
plete which  fails  to  contain  some  account  of 
the  Starr  Bros.  Bell  Co.,  which  is  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  nearly  every  description 
of  small  hells.  The  company  was  formed  in 
1882,  purchasing  the  plant  and  property  of 
Veazey  & W hite,  a firm  w hich  had  been  in  htts 
iness  since  1849.  In  189(1  the  Starr  Bros,  or- 
ganized the  Starr  Net  & Twine  Company, 
which  enterprise  was  rather  modest  at  the 


802 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


beginning,  but  its  success  has  shown  what  cap- 
ital, courage  and  sagacity  may  accomplish.  The 
bell  factory  furnishes  employment  to  from 
forty  to  forty-five  hands  when  operated  at  its 
full  capacity.  The  officers  of  the  company 
are:  H.  S.  Chase,  of  Waterbury,  president; 

John  M.  Starr,  treasurer;  and  Vine  B.  Starr, 
secretary.  Henry  S.  Starr,  as  has  been  said, 
is  interested  in  the  Net  & Twine  Co.,  as  is  also- 
Ambrose  Starr,  the  son  of  our  subject. 

John  M.  Starr  was  born  September  22, 
1846,  in  the  town  of  Chatham,  and  began  work 
in  the  bell  factories  of  East  Hampton  before 
reaching  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  married 
Anna  Augusta  Markham,  a daughter  of  Am- 
brose N.  and  Ruth  (Skinner)  Markham,  of 
East  Hampton.  Ambrose  N.  Markham  was 
a son  of  John  and  Annie  (Niles)  Markham,  of' 
Chatham  town.  John  Markham  was  one 
of  the  patriot  soldiers  of  1776,  and  one  of  his 
daughters,  Mrs.  Laura  Skinner,  lived  in  the 
town  in  which  she  was  born  until  March 
6,  1902,  reaching  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 
To  Ambrose  and  Ruth  Markham  were  born 
the  following  children : Anna  Augusta,  born 

April  27,  1844;  Laura,  born  June  1,  1848,  and 
resides,  unmarried,  in  Middletown ; William 
W.  lives  at  East  Hampton;  and  Lyman  died 
at  the  age  of  two1  and  a half  years. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  M.  Starr  has  been 
born  one  son,  Ambrose  M.,  whose  connection 
with  the  Net  & Twine  Co.  has  been  already 
set  forth.  Mr.  Starr  devotes  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  the  promotion  of  the  enterprises  with 
which  he  is  connected,  and  to  the  management 
of  their  affairs  he  brings  both  practical  exper- 
iences and  mature  business  judgment.  He  is 
a stanch  Republican,  and  a Mason,  being  a 
member  of  Anchor  Lodge,  No.  112,  of  East 
Hampton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Starr  belong  to'  the 
Congregational  Church,  in  whose  advance- 
ment they  take  deep'  interest,  and  toward  the 
support  of  which  he  is  a generous  contribu- 
tor. 


CHARLES  HENRY  BELL  is  a name 
that  in  Portland  suggests  both  good  citizenship 
and  business  integrity.  The  family  name  has 
been  honored  by  worthy  representatives  in 
former  years,  and  it  has  not  lost  any  prestige 
at  the  hands  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  is 
given  above.  It  has  rather  gained,  for  his 
career  has  been  characterized  by  unswerving 
integrity,  clear  and  clean  business  methods, 


and  an  affable  and  courteous  spirit.  He  is  one 


of  the  leading  merchants  in  his  town  and 


throughout  Middlesex  county,  in  the  line  of 
groceries  and  provisions,  and  his  life  is  yet 
largely  before  him. 

Mr.  Bell  was  born  November  20,  1854,  at 
the  old  homestead  of  his  father  in  Portland, 
and  'is  the  eldest  son  of  Edwin  and  Harriet  A. 
(Abbey)  Bell.  He  was  reared  in  Portland, 
and  there  received  his  entire  education,  his 
school  days  ending  when  he  was  fourteen  years 
old.  This  was  a time  when  it  would  seem1  that 
he  had  just  begun  to  study,  but  his  after  career 
shows  no  handicap1  resulting  from  the  loss  of 
early  advantages.  He  has  lived  to'  see  a vast 
revolution  wrought  in  school  matters,  and  is 
probably  as  enthusiastic  over  the  great  imt- 
provement  that  has  taken  place  in  the  schools 
as  any  man  in  the  town,  yet  he  has  a keen  re- 
gard for  certain  teachers  of  his  youth.  Mr. 
Bell  is  essentially  a.  practical  business  man,  as 
his  career  as  a merchant  began  when  he  was  in  j 
his  fifteenth  year,  though  even  before  that  he  i 
was  found  in  his  father’s  store.  At  the  age  j 
mentioned  he  became  a member  of  the  firm  of 
E.  Bell  & Sons,  including  hisi  father  and  his 
brother,  E.  Irving.  In  1877  Charles  H.  Bell  j 
entered  into  sole  control  of  the  business,  after ; 


which  George  C.  Bell  was  a partner  for  two ' 


years,  and  since  that  time  bur  subject  has  been 
owner  and  manager.  This  large  establishment ! 


has  been  in  business  for  half  a century,  and] 


was  a small  and  unimportant  affair  until  1867,1 
when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  E.  Bell  &! 
Sons.  In  the  twenty  years  in  which  Mr. 1 
Charles  IT.  Bell  has  been  proprietor  and  man-, 
ager  many  improvements  have  been  made  ir 
the  property.  The  first  and  second  stories,  an 
well  as  the  basement  and  a storehouse  in  the 
rear,  are  all  needed  to  carry  on  the  large  anc, 
growing  business.  He  handles  groceries,  hay 
grain  and  feed,  light  agricultural  implements! 
and  about  everything  found  in  a general  stor f 
except-  boots  and  shoes.  He  buys  in  large 
quantities,  and  carries  an  extensive  and  vairiei 
stock,  his  patronage  covering  a wide  territory1 
and  keeping  three  or  four  teams  constantly  a 
work  to  fill  orders.  Aside  from,  this  Mir.  Bel  I 
has  important  business  interests,  being 
director  in  the  First  National  Bank,  and  a pari 
ner  with  John  Anderson,  at  No.  20  Freeston. 
avenue.  Bell  & Anderson  established  an  enter 
prise  of  much  promise,  the  manufacture  of  tL 
Anderson  lead  pipe  coupling,  am  innovation  i I 
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the  field  of  mechanics,  which  was  patented 
March  5,  1895,  and  is  becoming  well  known, 
there  being  a large  and  growing  demand  for  it. 
It  is  now1  controlled  by  the  Anderson  Coupling 
Co.,  in  which  Mr.  Bell  is  a stockholder,  and 
provisions  are  already  under  way  for  the  very 
material  enlargement  of  the  factory,  in  order 
to  meet  the  increased  demand  which  is  sure 
to  come.  In  addition  to  his  business  interests 
already  mentioned,  Mr.  Bell  is  an  extensive 
stockholder  in  the  Shaler  & Hall  Quarry,  has 
extensive  real-estate  interests  in  the  town,  and 
is  one  of  the  busiest  men  of  the  day.  He  is 
liberal,  wide-awake,  and  takes  a keen  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  Portland. 

Mr.  Bell  and  Miss  Elizabeth  B.  Crossland, 
of  Waterbury,  Conn.,  were  married  May  24, 
1877.  Mrs.  Bell  was  born  January  9,  1857, 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Mary  (Briggs) 
Crossland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell  are  the  parents 
of  two  children  : Clifford  Hawkins,  born  May 
21,  1880,  and  Douglass  Gerald,  born  June  1, 
1883.  The  family  has  a fine  home  om  Main 
street,  which  Mr.  Bell  built  in  1883.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bell  belong  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  she  is>  a loyal  worker  and  a member  of 
the  ladies’  societies  auxiliary  to  the  church. 
Mr.  Bell  belongs  to  Portland  Lodge,  No.  35, 
I.  O.  O.  E.,  and  the  Portland  Lodge  of  the 
A.  O.  U.  W. 

HON.  BENJAMIN  DOUGLAS  (de- 
ceased). In  the  death  of  ex-Lieut.  Gov.  Ben- 
jamin Douglas,  of  Middletown,  on  June  26, 
1894,  there  was  removed  from-  earth  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  and 
an,  honored  citizen  of  Middletown,  one  whose 
life  was  a shining  example  of  the  beauty  of 
Christianity.  Born  April  3,  1816,  in  North- 
ford,  Conn.,  son  of  William  Douglas,  a farmer 
of  that  place,  Mr.  Douglas  was  of  Scottish  de- 
scent, being  of  the  seventh  generation  from 
Deacon  William  Douglas. 

(T)  Deacon  William  Douglas,  born  in 
1 bio,  in  Scotland,  married,  probably  in  163b, 
Ann  Mattie,  daughter  of  Thomas  Mattie,  of 
Ringstead,  Northamptonshire,  England,  where 
she  was  born  in  i6ro.  William  Douglas  emi- 
grated to  New  England  with  his  wife  and  two 
children,  Ann  and  Robert,  in  1640.  He  lo- 
cated at  Gloucester,  but  moved  thence  to 
ton  in  the  same  year,  and  the  next  year  be  went 
to  Ipswich,  but  returned  to  Boston  in  1^43.  In 
1660  he  removed  to  New  Loudon,  Conn., 


£03 


where  he  became  one  of  the  most  prominent 
members  of  the  community,  filling  various 
offices ; he  was  deputy  to  the  General  Court 
several  times.  So  far  as  known  he  had  five 
children. 

(II)  Deacon  William  Douglas  (2),  son  of 
Deacon  William,  born  in  1645  i’1  Boston,  went 
with  his  parents  to  New  London  in  1660.  and 
died  in  1724-25.  He  was  twice  married,  (first) 
in  1667  to  Abiah,  daughter  of  William  Huff; 
she  died  in  1715,  and  the  same  year  he  married 
Mrs.  Mary  Bushnell.  He  had  eight  children, 
all  by  his  first  wife.  He  succeeded  his  father 
as  deacon  in  the  church,  holding  that  office  for 
fifty  years. 

(III)  Deacon  William  Douglas  (3),  son  of 
Deacon  William  (2),  born  in  1672-73  in  New 
London,  Conn.,  married  Sarah  Proctor,  and 
they  had  twelve  children.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  church  formed  at 
Plainfield  in  1705,  and  was  chosen  its  first 
deacon.  Pie  died  in  1719. 

(IV)  Lieut.  Col.  John  Douglas,  son  of 
Deacon  William  (3),  born  in  1703,  in  Plain- 
field,  Conn.,  married  in  1724-25  Olive,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Spaulding,  and  had  seven 
children.  He  was  lieutenant  colonel  of  the 
Eighth  Connecticut  Regiment,  which  took  part 
in  a number  of  engagements,  and  was  the  best 
eopiipped  of  any  in  the  Colony  ; they  wore  scar- 
let coats  which  had  l>een  taken  from  a prize 
vessel.  Col.  John  Douglas  was  a man  of  no 
little  importance  in  the  town  in  his  day.  Two 
of  his  sons — Gen.  John  and  Col.  William — 
acted  with  bravery  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Lieut.  Col.  John  Douglas  died  in  1766. 

(V)  Col.  William  Douglas,  son  of  Col. 
John,  born  in  1742,  in  Plainfield,  married  in 
1767  Hannah,  daughter  of  Stephen  Mansfield, 
and  they  had  four  children.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  French  and  Indian  war  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  was  chosen  orderlv  sergeant  of  the 
company  under  Israel  Putnam,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  expedition  which  resulted  in  the 
surrender  of  Quebec  in  1750  and  the  speedy 
termination  of  the  war.  Soon  afterward  he  re- 
moved to  New  I haven,  where  he  entered  upon  a 
seafaring  life,  and  soon  lnvame  commander  of 
a merchant  ship  sailing  between  New  Haven 
and  the  West  Indies.  He  accumulated  a for- 
tune. (fn  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  he 
raised  a military  company  in  New  Haven,  was 
commissioned  its  captain  in  1775.  and  reported 
to  Gen.  Montgomery,  who  placed  him  in  com- 
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mamd  of  the  flotilla  on  Lake  Champlain.  As 
commodore  of  this  little  fleet  he  rendered  im- 
portant service  in  the  siege  and  capture  of  St. 
John's.  Early  in  1776  he  raised  a regiment  of 
soldiers  in  the  vicinity. of  New  Haven,  of  which 
he  was  commissioned  colonel  by  Gov.  Trum- 
bull June  20,  1776.  He  marched  the  regiment 
to.  New  York  and  joined  the  Continental  army 
under  Gen.  Washington.  He  participated  in 
the  disastrous  campaign  of  Long  Island,  taking 
part  in  the  engagements  at  Harlem  Heights, 
White  Plains,  Philip’s  Manor,  Croton  River 
and  New  York.  In  the  battle  of  September 
15th  his  clothes  were  perforated  by  bullets  and 
his  horse  shot  from  under  him.  During  the 
war  he  removed  his  family  to  a farm  in  the 
town  of  Northford,  Conn.,  to  escape  the  har- 
assment by  British  soldiers  to  which  New  Ha- 
ven was  exposed.  He  died  there  May  28,  1777, 
at  the  early  age  of  thirty-five. 

(VI)  Capt.  William  Douglas,  son  -o-f  Col. 
William,  was  born  February  23,  1770,  in  New 
Haven.  “When  a lad  of  eleven  years  he  was 
sent  by  his  uncle,  Gen.  Douglas,  then  of 
Plainfield,  to  Col.  Ledyard,  at  Groton,  the  day 
before  the  awful  massacre,  and  defying  all 
the  dangers  of  the  way,  and  compelled  to 
swim  his  horse  across  the  Thames,  near  New 
London,  he  safely  delivered  his  dispatches.” 
He  was  a farmer  and  lived  in  Northford, 
where  he  died  September  14,  1823.  He  mar- 
ried, January  28,  1797,  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Constant  and  Rachel  Ivirtland,  of  Wallingford, 
Conn.  She  was  born  March,  19,  1778,  and 
died  November  28,  1842.  Their  eight  chil- 
dren, all  borni  in  Northford,  were:  William, 
John,  Sarah  J.,  Grace,  Hannah  M.,  Mary  Iv., 
William  and  Benjamin,  ji  H 

(VII)  The  only  educational  advantages 
enjoyed  by  our  subject  were  a few  months’  at- 
tendance at  the  district  schools  during  the  win- 
ter season,  the  remainder  of  his  time  being 
spent  on  the  farm.  • In  1832,  when  sixteen 
years  of  ag_e,  he  apprenticed  himself  to  a ma- 
chinist in  Middletown,  Conn.  In  1839 
joined  his  brother  William,  who  was  previous- 
ly one  of  the  firm  of  Guild  & Douglas,  and  for 
three  years  they  carried  on  the  business  of  an 
ordinary  foundry  and  machine  shop.  In 
1842  they  invented  the  celebrated  revolving 
stand  pump,  which  proved  a great  success  and 
laid  the  foundation  for  a magnificent  fortune. 
The  business  of  manufacturing  pumps  in- 


creased from  year  to  year,  the  trade  extending 
throughout  the  United  States,  South  America 
and  the  Sandw  ich  Islands,  the  West  Indies, 
Australia,  Europe  and  Asia.  The  Douglas 
pump  was  practically  the  only  really  good 
pump  on  the  market  for  many  years,  and  there 
was  a monopoly  so'  far  as  their  manufacture 
was  concerned.  The  plant  was  rapidly  en- 
larged from  time  to  time  to  keep  pace  with 
the  business,  and  to-day  the  company  has  fac- 
tories on  both  sides  of  William  street,  and  em- 
ploys hundreds  of  hands  in  good  times.  Our 
subject  ahvays  pursued  a very  liberal  policy 
toward  his  employes,  and  had  their  entire  re- 
spect, confidence  and  love.  He  was  a man  of 
fine  business  ability,  and  could  enter  any  part 
of  the  shop  and  do  the  work  that  wTas  being 
done  by  any  workman  had  occasion  demanded. 

Mr.  Douglas  was  greatly  interested  in  pub- 
lic enterprises,  and  was  noted  for  his  benevol- 
ence. He  was  a faithful  and  earnest  friend 
of  the  colored  people,  and  when  the  irrepressi- 
ble conflict  was  brought  to  a final  issue  by 
force  of  arms  he  was  foremost  among  his 
fellow  citizens  in  providing  the  means  for 
crushing  the  Rebellion.  During  the  war  he 
w'as  a strong  Abolitionist,  and  he  with  others 
was  often  assaulted  in  some  manner ; on  more 
than  one  occasion  when  he  was  in  some  house 
stones  were  hurled  through  the  windows  by 
those  of  opposite  views.  Mr.  Douglas  was  in 
New  York  at  the  time  of  the  great  riots  and  his 
presence  there  really  saved  the  life  of  Ephraim 
Dixon.  Dixon  was  closely  beset  by  a mbb  that 
would  not  have  hesitated  to.  take  his  life,  and 
in  his  extremity  appealed  to  Mr.  Douglas,  who 
succeeded  in  concealing  him:  for  a time  and 
afte'rw'ard  smuggled  him  out  of  the  city  on  a 
ferry-boat,  bringing  him  to  Middletown.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  Civil  war  Mir.  Douglas 
made  an  impassioned  address  in  favor  of  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  which  was  in- 
strumental in  the  formation  of  one  of  the 
companies  of  the  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery, that  went  from  Middletown  and  did 
such  splendid  service  in  the  field.  Mr.  Doug- 
las filled  many  positions  of  honor  and  trust 
during  his  long  life.  From  1850  to  1855  he 
was  mayor  of  Middletown;  in  1854  and  again 
in  1872  he  was  a member  of  the  General  As- 
sembly; in  i860  he  was  a Presidential  elector, 
casting  one  of  the  six  electoral  votes  of  the 
State  for  Abraham  Lincoln;  in  1861  and  1862 
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he  was  lieutenant-governor  of  the  State  under 
Gov.  Buckingham,  and  he  was  a warm  sup- 
porter of  the  policy  of  the  Governor. 

Mr.  Douglas  was  a trustee  of  Wesleyan 
University,  and  for  many  years  was  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Middletown. 
It  is  probable  that  he  brought  the  first  national 
bank  bills  into  that  town.  Fie  went  to  Wash- 
ington and  arranged  for  the  necessary  papers 
for  the  organization  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  and  most  of  the  preliminary  meetings 
were  held  in  his  private  office.  Until  age  made 
his  resignation  necessary  he  was  president  of 
the  Farmers  & Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  and  it 
is  owing  to  his  good  business  mlanagement  that 
the  institution  was  placed  upon  so'  sound  a 
financial  basis  in  the  comparatively  few  years 
since  its  incorporation.  He  was  a trustee  of 
the  Middlesex  Banking  Company  and  a 
director  o>f  the  First  National  Bank;  a trustee 
O'f  the  Asylum  Line  Railroad ; president  of 
the  Middlesex  Branch  of  the  Connecticut 
Bible  Society,  and  succeeded  William  A.  Buck- 
ingham as  president  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Temperance  Union.  In  religious  connection 
he  was  a prominent  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Connecticut.  With  a fore- 
sight that  characterized  all  the  acts  of  the  mian 
he  saw  many  years  ago  that  the  system  of 
voting  then  in  vogue  would  have  to  give  way 
to  something  more  satisfactory,  and  in  connec- 
tion  with  Judge  A.  B.  Calif  lie  went  before  the 
selectmen  and  advocated  the  use  of  a registry 
list  such  as  was  afterward  generally  used 
elsewhere.  In  politics  Mr.  Douglas  was  a 
strong  Republican,  having  been  identified  with 
the  party  from  its  formation.  He  was  a dele- 
gate to  the  convention  that  nominated  John  C. 
Fremont  for  President  in  1856. 

On  April  3,  1838,  Mr.  Douglas  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Elias  and  Grace 
Totten  Mansfield  Parker,  and  a niece  "f  Major- 
Gen.  Joseph  K.  Mansfield.  To  this  union  were 
born  six  children,  namely:  John  M.  (who  is 

mentioned  below),  Sarah  K.,  Benjamin.  Will- 
iam, Edward  and  Ben  jamin  (2),  of  whom  John 
M.,  Benjamin  (2)  and  W illiam  survived  the 
father.  The  mother  of  these  died  June  27, 
1885,  aged  sixty-four. 

Hon.  John  M.  Dougi.as,  son  of  the  late 
Hon.  Benjamin  Douglas,  on  the  decease  of  his 
father  succeeded  to  the  presidency  of  the  ex 
tensive  pump  establishment  of  \\  . & B.  Doug- 
las, and  under  his  direction  the  splendid  repu- 


tation and  standing  of  the  company  have  been 
fully  maintained.  Mr.  Douglas  was  born  Feb- 
J ruary  6,  1839,  in  Norwich,  Conn.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  the  old  Chase  Academy,  Middle- 
town,  from  whose  halls  went  out  into  the  world 
many  men  who  are  filling  honorable  and  useful 
stations  in  life.  When  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  entered  the  establishment  of  which  he  is 
now  the  executive  head,  and  has  grown  up  with 
it.  He  has  held  various  positions  with  the 
concern,  and  at  the  time  he  was  called  to  the 
presidency  of  the  company  was  acting  as  sec- 
retary and  treasurer.  Few  men  in  Middletown 
are  more  widely  known,  and  in  addition  to  a 
markedly  successful  business  career  he  has 
since  attaining  his  majority  figured  prom- 
inently in  public  affairs.  He  was  a representa- 
tive to  the  State  Legislature  in  1864,  and 
though  the  youngest  member  of  the  House 
was  one  two  of  the  most  important  committees, 
the  Judiciary  and  Railroad.  The  following 
year  he  was  again  in  the  House,  and  again  was 
appointed  to  the  committee  on  Railroads.  In 
1871  he  was  the  youngest  member  of  the  State 
Senate,  and  Was  chairman  of  the  Railroad 
committee.  In  1896  he  was  again  State  sen- 
ator from  the  Middletown  District.  In  1876 
Mr.  Douglas  was  a delegate  to  the  Republican 
I National  Convention  which  nominated  Hon. 
Rutherford  B.  Hayes  for  President,  and  again 
in  1880,  as  delegate-at-large  fromi  Connecticut, 
he  was  a member  of  the  memorable  and  able 
convention  which  nominated  Gen.  James  A. 
Garfield  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

In  every  position  to  which  he  is  called  Mr. 
Douglas  makes  his  presence  felt.  lie  has  the 
happy  faculty  of  thinking  while  on  his  feet, 
and  is  ever  ready  at  short  notice  to  clearly  ex- 
press his  views  on  any  subject.  His  grasp 
of  a situation  seems  intuitive,  language  coir.es 
easily  to  him.  and  few  men  are  listened  to  as 
attentively.  He  is  an  earnest  supporter  of 
measures  or  movements  aiming  toward  the  im- 
provement or  advancement  of  Middletown's 
interests,  and  aside  from  the  offices  held  by 
him  in  the  Douglas  pun  p works  he  is  president 
of  the  Fanners  & Mechanics  Savings  Bank, 
president  of  the  Middletown  Street  Railway 
Company,  and  a men  l*er  of  the  directory  board 
of  the  First  National  Bank,  and  the  Middle- 
sex Banking  Con  pany. 

In  September,  i860,  Mr.  Douglas  was  mar- 
ried to  Ellen  \ndrews,  of  Slatersvillc,  R.  1. 
Their  son,  John  M..  Jr.,  was  lx>rn  May  23, 
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1872,  in  Miiddletcwn,  Conn.,  commenced  his 
literary  training  at  Riverview  Military  Acad- 
emy, New;  York,  and  in  1892  graduated  from 
Yale  Law  School,  being  admitted  to  the  Bar 
at  Middletown,  Conn.,  in  1893. 

JOSEPH  W.  DOUGLAS,  who  for  a gen- 
eration bad  been  actively  identified  with  the 
manufacturing-  firm  of  W.  & B.  Douglas,  of 
Middletown,  and  was  one  of  the  city’s  promi- 
nent residents,  died  at  his  home  May  20,  1885. 
Born  January  29,  1838,  in  Middletown,  Mr. 
Douglas  was  a son  of  William  and  Grace 
Douglas,  the  former  of  whom  was  the  late 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  W.  & B.  Douglas. 

William  Douglas  (father  of  Joseph  W.) 
wiais  boirn  April  19,  1812,  in  Branford,  Conn., 
son  of  William  Douglas,  of  Ntorthfofd,  Conn., 
and  grandson  of  Col.  William  Douglas,  who 
served  as  an  officer  of  a New  Haven  regiment 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  When  quite  a 
lad  he  left  home  and  went  to  New)  Haven, 
entering  the  employ  of  his  brother  John,  who 
was  carrying  on  a machine  shop  and  brass 
foundry.  Later  he  went  to  Hartford,  remain- 
ing a year.  In  1832  he  located  in  Middletown, 
Conn.,  where  he  joined  W.  H.  Guild  in  the 
manufacture  of  steam  engines  and  other  ma- 
chinery, under  the  firm  name  of  Guild  & Doug- 
las, They  were  in  business  together  some  six 
years.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Douglas  had  re- 
ceived (in  1835)  a patent  on  a pump'  of  his 
own  invention.  In  1839,  in  connection  with 
his  brother  Benjamin,  he  established  the  pres- 
ent business  of  the  W.  & B.  Douglas  Manu- 
facturing Company,  which  has  been  so  suc- 
cessfully carried  on  by  members  of  the  family 
through  all  the  intervening  years.  William 
Douglas  was  a quiet  and  unostentatious  man, 
retiring  in  his  habits,  devoted  toi  his  family, 
and  charitable,  one  of  the  best  of  men  and 
citizens.  In  1835  he  married  Grace,  daughter 
of  Elias  and  Grace  T.  Mansfield  Parker,  and 
tw'o  children  were  born  to  this  union,  William 
and  Joseph  W.  The  mother  of  these  died  in 
1840,  and  in  1845  the  father  married  Cather- 
ine C.,  daughter  of  Capt.  Allen  Riley,  of 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  the  union  being  blessed 
with  five  children,  namely : George  T.,  Grace 
C.,  Mary  A.,  Ellen  and  Sarah  C.  The  father 
died  in  1858. 

Joseph  W.  Douglas,  son  of  William,  from 
early  manhood  grew  up  associated  with  his 
father  and  uncle  in  the  pump  works,  being 


made  foreman  when  only  eighteen  years  of 
age.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion 
he  offered  his  services  to'  the  Government,  en- 
listing in  Company  A,  Second  Connecticut 
Volunteer  Infantry,  of  which  he  was  made 
second  lieutenant.  H’e  wa;s  with  his  command 
at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va.,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment — three 
months — returned  to  his  home  and  to  the 
business  which  through  life  he  did  so  much  to- 
ward developing.  In  1878-,  as  a Republican, 
he  was  elected  mayor  of  Middletown.  He 
was  a member  of  the  city  for  six  years  and  an 
alderman  for  two1  years.  He  was  treasurer  of 
McDonough  Lodge,  K.  of  H.,  from  its  or-  I 
ganization,  for  many  years,  and  was  also  a 
member  of  Mansfield*  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  United  Friends. 

He  was  for  a time  president  of  the  Century 
Club.  He  was  a trustee  of  the  Farmers  & } 

Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  and  a director  of 
the  People’s  Insurance  Company.  He  was 
known  to  the  greater  part  of  the  people  of 
Middletown  and  Middlesex  county,  whoi  held 
him  in  high  esteem  as  a warm  and  generous- 
hearted  man,  ready  at  all  times  to  perform 
acts  of  kindness  and  goodness  for  his  numer- 
ous friends.  | 

Several  vears  before  his  death  Mr.  Douglas  f 
took  a trip  for  his  health  from  New  York  to 
San  Francisco  on  a sailing-  vessel.  He  married  f 
Julia  W.  Dobney,  daughter  of  William  Dob- 
niey,  and  granddaughter  of  Capt.  Robert  John- 
son, who  was  a prominent  manufacturer  of  fire 
arms  during  the  war  of  1812.  To  this  mar- 
riage were  born  Kate,  William  B.  and  Grace, 
all  of  whom  survive  the  husband  and  father. 

EDWARD  DOUGLAS,  whose  death  oc-  ' 
curred  May  22,  1889,  at  the  “Hotel  Nor-  : 

mandie,”  in  Paris,  France,  was  a member  of  i 

the  firm  of  W.  & B.  Douglas,  manufacturers  } 
of  pumps  in  Middletown. 

! Mr.  Douglas  was  born  June  17,  1854, 
youngest  son  of  Hon.  Benjamin  Douglas,  and 
had  always  resided  in  Middletown.  He  was 
well  and  widely  known,  and  had  been  connect- 
ed with  the  firm  from  boyhood,  and  during 
the  years  just  prior  to  his  death  w'as  superin- 
tendent of  the  works  of  the  firm  in  Middle- 
town.  He  had  been  an  extensive  traveler, 
having  been  to'  nearly  all  the  foreign  lands  on 
business  for  the  firm.  He  had  always  re- 
turned much  improved  in  health,  and  as  he  was 
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not  of  a robust  constitution  the  extensive 
tours  he  made  appeared  to  benefit  him  greatly. 
He  had  crossed  the  ocean  many  times,  and 
had  on  several  occasions  entertained  the  resi- 
dents of  Middletown  and  adjoining-  places 
with  descriptions  of  his  travels  in  Egypt  and 
other  countries.  While  abroad  he  had  con- 
tributed interesting  letters  to  the  press  of  Mid- 
dletown, which,  corning  as  they  did  from  so 
young  and  prominent  a citizen,  were  perused 
with  more  than  a feeling  of  interest  by  thou- 
sands of  his  townspeople.  In  April,  1889,  he 
was  sent  to  represent  the  firm  of  which  he  was 
a member  at  the  Paris  Exposition,  and  it  was 
while  on  this  mission  that  his  death  occurred 
there.  Young  Douglas  was  large-hearted,  had 
broad  views,  and  announced  himself  months 
before  his  death  as  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
secret  ballot  and  a reform  in  politics  in  gen- 
eral. He  was  closely  associated  with  the 
South  Church  from  boyhood,  served  as  a dea- 
con and  first  assistant  in  the  Sunday-school, 
had  a class  of  his  own,  and  was  president  of  the 
Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  He  was  a general  favorite  in 
his  community.  He  was  a director  in  the 
People’s  Fire  Insurance  Company,  active  in 
the  Middletown  Building  Association,  and  in 
many  other  organizations  in  his  district. 

REV.  W.  A.  BRONSON,  at  present  pas- 
tor of  the  Baptist  Church,  was  born  at  Anns- 
ville,  Oneida  Cor.,  N.  Y.,  in  1840.  His  father, 
also  a minister,  after  whom  he  was  named, 
married  Miss  James,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.  He  grad- 
uated at  Madison  University,  and  in  1833  was 
commissioned  by  tbe  American  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Baptist  denomination 
as  a missionary  to  Michigan,  then  a territory, 
later  filling  many  prominent  pulpits  in  Michi- 
gan and  in  New  York  State.  The  children 
of  this  couple  were  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, James  Dexter,  William  A.,  George  In- 
gersoll,  Edwin  1 Ioratio,  Vera  M1.,  Frances, 
Anna  and  Sarah  Ella. 

Mr.  Bronson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
descended  from  a line  of  ministers,  statesmen 
and  soldiers.  His  grandfather  was  a sur- 
geon in  the  war  of  1812.  His  great-grand- 
father was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Mr.  Bronson  enlisted,  soon  after  tbe  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  war,  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-seventh  Regiment,  New  York  State 
Volunteers,  commanded  by  Steward  E.  Wood- 
ford,  late  Minister  to  Spain,  and  his  younger 


brother,  George,  enlisted  in  the  Thirty-seventh 
Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and  fell 
before  Petersburg,  his  grave  being  among  the 
unknown.  At  the  close  ol  the  war,  and  soon 
after  Mr.  Bronson  returned  from  the  army,  he 
was  commissioned  by  Hugh  McCulloch,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  altered  upon  his  duties,  as 
United  States  Storekeeper  and  Transfer  Offi- 
cer in  New  Jersey.  ' This  position  he  held 
satisfactorily  to  the  Governmait  for  several 
years.  He  had  a liberal  education  before  en- 
tering the  United  States  service.  Later,  when 
a choice  of  professions  presented  itself,  Mr. 
Bronson’s  first  choice  was  the  law,  but  he 
found  later  that  he  was  strongly  impressed, 
and  that  his  duty  compelled  him  to  enter  the 
ministry,  and  after  a preparation  for  the  sacred 
calling  lie  was  licensed  by  the  Haddam  Bap- 
tist Church  in  1875,  and  was  ordained  No- 
vember 1 8th,  of  the  same  year,  and  called  to 
the  pastorate  of  the  Winthrop  Baptist  Church, 
of  this  State.  He  served  that  church  three 
years,  and  after  the  expiration  of  that  pastor- 
ate was  called  to  Batavia,  111.,  to  Streator, 
and  also  to  Sandwich,  and  finally  accepted  the 
1 call  to  the  First  Church  of  Perth  Amboy, 
N.  J.,  where  lie  had  a successful  pastorate  of 
over  eleven  years.  He  was  subsequently  called 
to  Port  Jefferson,  L.  I.,  and  finally  to  the 
church  in  Haddam,  where  he  was  licensed. 
During  his  pastorate,  in  Perth  Amboy,  he 
became  very  prominent  in  the  Grand  Army, 
j and  was  elected  chaplain  twice  for  the  De- 
partment of  New  Jersey.  11  is  oratorical 
gifts  and  orations  made  him  very  popular,  lie 
represented  the  State  for  his  denomination  in 
the  Baptist  Congress  held  at  Saratoga  in  1881. 
He  has  also  been  a lecturer;  among  his  pop- 
ular subjects,  “We,  the  People"  and  "The 
Price  of  Constitutional  Government"  have  been 
well  received  by  the  public.  In  politics  Mr. 
Bronson  is  a Republican,  and  twice  has  beat 
asked  to  become  a candidate  for  the  Legisla- 
ture in  the  States  where  he  was  preaching. 

Mr.  Bronson  married  MBs  ’Lillie  Russell, 
daughter  of  Hon.  J.  H.  Russell,  of  lladdam, 
and  has  a faniih  »>|  three  daughter*  and  one 
son.  Mr.  Bronson  is  a Mason,  and  at  one 
time  was  assistant  chaplain  < f the  Grand 
Chaplain  for  Middlesex  county,  Conn.  His 
children  have  received  liberal  educations  at 
Warner's  Institute.  N.  J.,  the  high  school  on 
Long  Island,  and  two  of  hi*  daughters  arc 
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in  college  at  present,  and  one:  in  the  preparatory 
department ; his  son  is  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness in  Bridgeport,  Conn.  His  brother,  E. 
H.  Bronson  (now  deceased),  was  a prominent 
pastor  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  author  of  the 
“King’s  Household”  of  Bible  readers^  and  other 
works. 

Mr.  Bronson  has  lately  been  called  to 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  to  become  pastor  of  a Bap- 
tist Church  in  that  city.  His  ministry  covers 
a period  of  nearly  twenty-eight  years  of  un- 
broken labor.  Wherever  he  has  ministered 
his  people  have  shown  their  appreciation, 
and  he  has  made  a host  of  friends.  He  has  a 
pleasant  home  in  Haddam,  Middlesex  Co., 
Conn.,  and  his  townsmen  have  ever  shown  him 
the  highest  respect  as  a man,  a preacher  and  a 
citizen.  He  is  ever  interested  in  all  that  goes 
to  make  a good  government,  as  well  as  the 
sociological  questions  and  demands  of  the 
day. 

VINE  BARTON  STARR,  secretary  of 
the  Starr  Brothers  Bell  Company,  i's  among 
the  most  substantial  and  reliable  citizens  of 
East  Hampton,  and  a worthy  successor  and 
namesake  of  his  honored  father.  The  history 
of  the  Starr  family  in  Connecticut  is  given  at 
length  in  the  biography  of  John  M.  Starr,  on 
another  page  of  this  work. 

Vine  B.  Starr  was  born  November  7,  1853, 
in  East  Hampton,  and  his  early  years  were 
spent  after  the  manner  of  rural  life  in  Con- 
necticut, his  education  being  supplied  by  the 
public  schools  of  the  place.  Being  possessed 
of  an  enterprising  spirit,  he  early  set  out  to 
make  his  way  in  the  world.  Before  he  was 
seventeen  years  old  he  was*  numbered  among 
the  prospectors  and  miners  of  Colorado,  where 
he  remained  five  years.  He  had  accompanied 
the  Greeley  colony  to  that  State,  and  helped  lay 
out  the  town  of  Greeley.  Afterward  he  was 
employed  one  year  in  Montreal,  Canada,  in 
the  bell  factory  of  O.  L.  Clark,  a former  resi- 
dent of  Chatham.  His  natural  mechanical 
genius  made  him  ready  in  the  use  of  tools  and 
appliances,  and  he  soou  found  a desirable  en- 
gagement as  machinist  with  the  Thompso-n- 
ITouston  Electric  Light  Company  of  New  Brit- 
ain, Conn.,  where  he  continued  more  than  one 
year.  Upon  the  formation  of  the  Starr  Broth- 
ers Bell  Companv,  in  January,  1882,  he  be- 
came one  of  its  members,  and  in  the  following 
March  he  removed  to  East  Hampton,  to-  take 


an  active  part  in  the  management.  To  his  en- 
ergy, industry  and  sound  judgment  is  large- 
ly attributable  the  solid  success  of  this  con- 
cern, as  well  as  of  the  Starr  Net  & T'wine 
Company,  a recent  industry  which  has  helped 
to  swell  the  fame  of  East  Hampton  as  the 
abode  of"  ingenious  manufacturing.  In  the  so- 
cial life  of  East  Hampton  Mr.  Starr  and  his 
accomplished  wife  bear  no-  unimportant  part, 
and  they  are  ever  ready  to  encourage  any  move- 
ment for  the  moral  and  material  welfare  of  the 
town  and  State.  He  served  four  years  on  the 
school  committee,  and  in  the  session  of  1895 
represented  the  town  of  Chatham  in  the  State 
Legislature,  where  he  served  on  the  commit- 
tee on  Temperance,  being  House  chairman.  In 
political  principles  he  is  a Republican,  and 
wields  an  influence  in  the  councils  of  his  party. 

He  is  a member  of  the  Congregational  Soci- 
ety of  East  Hampton,  and  is  active  in  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  affiliating  with  Anchor.  Lodge, 

No.  1 12,  of  East  Hampton;  Freestone  Chap- 
ter, No.  34,  of  Portland;  and  Cyrene  Co-rn- 
mandery,  No.  8,  off  Middletown.  He  is  also 
a member  off  Patriot  Council,  No.  45,  Order  * 
off  United  American  Mechanics,  of  East  | 
Hampton. 

On  June  21,  1881,  Mr.  Starr  was  married' 
to  Miss  Bessie  C.  Birdsey,  off  Middlefield, 
Conn.,  daughter  off  the  late  Daniel  H.  Birdsey, 
an  honored  resident  off  that  town,  and  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  New  j 
England.  The  five  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Starr  are  still  members  of  the  home  family, 
namely:  Albert  B.,  Sophie  B.,  Helen,  Daniel 

and  Vine  R. 

COE.  The  Coe  family,  who  for  some  gen- 
erations have  lived  at  Middletown,  are  a j 
branch  of  an  old  New  England  family,  and 
Hon.  Levi  Elmore  Coe.  of  Meriden,  for  eight- 
een years  judge  off  the  city  and  police  courts, 
former  mayor  of  the  city,  and  president  of  the 
Meriden  Savings  Bank  and  the  Meriden  Na- 
tional Bank,  is  a notable  descendant  and  a con- 
spicuous representative  off  same.  He  is  in  the 
eighth  generation  from  Robert  Coe,  his  first 
American  ancestor,  through  Robert  (2),  Capt. 

John,  Capt.  Joseph,  Capt.  David,  Squire  Eli 
and  Col.  Levi,  a line  of  illustrious  and  noble 
men,  all  of  whom  were  prominent  and  useful 
citizens. 

(11  Robert  Coe,  who  came  from  the  Coun- 
ty off  Suffolk,  England,  with  his  wife  and  three 
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sons,  arriving  in  Boston  in  June,  1634,  was 
the  first  settler  at  Watertown,  Mass.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  removed  to  Wethersfield, 
Gann.,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first  purchasers 
of  Stamford.  He  was  among  the  original  set- 
tlers at  Hempstead,  L.  I.,  and  with  others  be- 
gan a settlement  at  Jamaica,  L.  I.,  in  1656. 

(II)  Robert  Coe  (2)  was  born  in  England 
in  1627,  accompanied  his  father  to  Watertown, 
Wethersfield  and  Stamford,  and  located  at 
Stratford,  Conn.,  where  he  married  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Matthew  and  Susan  (Butterfield) 
Mitchell. 

(III)  Capt.  John  Coe,  son  of  Robert  (2), 

• born  in  1658,  in  1682  married  Mary,  daughter 

of  Josq>h  Hawley.  In  his  mature  life  he  was 
a prominent  character  in  Stratford,  serving  in 
the  French  and  Indian  war,  and  becoming  a 
captain.  He  was  also  deputy  to  the  General 
Court,  and  held  other  positions. 

(IV)  Capt.  Joseph  Coe,  son  of  Capt.  John, 
born  in  1686,  was  married  in  1708  to  Abigail, 
daughter  of  David  Robinson.  He  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Durham,  becoming  one  of 
the  prominent  men  of  his  time.  He  was  com- 

- missioned  ensign  and  lieutenant,  rising  to'  the 
rank  of  captain  in  the  militia  service.  He  at- 
tended the  General  Court  as  a deputy,  and  held 
several  important  local  positions. 

(V)  Capt.  David  Coe.  son  of  Capt.  Joseph, 

. born  in  1717,  was  married  to  Hannah,  daugh- 
ter of  Nathan  Camp.  One  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Middlefield,  he  took  an  active  interest 
in  military  affairs,  in  1759  was  appointed  bv 
the  General  Court  lieutenant  in  the  militia,  and 
in  1764  captain.  During  the  Revolutionary 

I war  his  services  were  important  and  valuable. 

(VI)  Squire  Eli  Coe,  son  of  Capt.  David, 

! born  in  1758,  was  married  to  Rachel,  daugh- 
> ter  of  Deacon  Ichabod  Miller,  and  made  his 
j home  in  Middlefield.  Their  children  were: 

I Bela,  Lucy,  Rachel,  Eli  and  Levi.  For  many 
| years  Eli  Coe  was  a justice  of  the  peace,  and 

he  was  also  a selectman  many  years. 

(VII)  Col.  Levi  G >c,  son  <>t  Eli,  and  the 

father  of  lion.  Levi  E.  Coe,  was  born  July  1 1, 
1788,  and  was  married  February  14.  1811,  to 
Sarah  Ward,  born  April  2,  1788,  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  (Miller)  Ward.  \fter  a 
signally  happy  married  life  of  fift\  three  years 
Col.  Coe  died  lanuary  1 < >.  1864,  and  his  w idow 
passed  away  December  10,  1871.  Iliev  had 
the  following  family:  (1)  Benjamin  Ward, 

born  April  28,  1812,  married  Betsy  M.  Bird 


sey.  (2)  Amelia  M.,  born  October  15,  1815, 
married  Ichabod  Miller.  (3)  Alvin  Bennett, 
born  February  15,  1821,  was  married  to  Har- 
riet T.  Coe.  (4)  Levi  Elmore,  born  June  6, 
1828,  is  mentioned  below. 

Col.  Levi  Coe  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools.  He  followed  farming  all  his  life,  and 
was  a thoroughly  practical  and  common  sense 
man,  doing  what  he  attempted,  and  attempting 
1 no  more  than  what  he  could  do  well.  He 
| would  break  no  more  ground  than  could  be 
well  cultivated,  and  kept  no  more  stock  than 
could  be  properly  fed.  His  farming  was  prac- 
tical rather  than  theoretical,  and  he  took  pride 
in  his  fences,  his  crops  and  his  stocks.  He  ac- 
quired an  enviable  reputation  in  the  breeding 
and  raising  of  good  horses  and  cattle,  being 
especially  fond  of  Devons.  The  ambition 
which  moved  him  was  always  for  the  best.  His 
disposition  was  hopeful,  his  demeanor  modest 
and  courteous,  and  his  relations  with  his  fam- 
ily tender  and  indulgent.  In  his  transactions 
he  was  cautious,  and  he  was  firm  in  his  con- 
victions of  the  right.  Many  sought  his  advice, 
and  his  judgment  had  great  weight.  He 
creditably  filled  several  positions  of  responsi- 
bility and  trust,  and  he  had  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  the  community  to  a marked  degree. 
For  many  years  he  was  an  active  member  of 
the  State  Militia,  and  was  advanced  to  a colo- 
nelcy when  military  honors  were  worthy  the 
ambition  of  any  man,  and  when  merit  alone 
was  the  test  of  success.  That  he  merited  the 
title  was  attested  by  its  universal  use  in  ad- 
dressing or  speaking  of  “Col.  Coe.”  He  took 
a deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  town,  and 
of  the  Congregational  Gnirch.  of  which  he 
was  a devout  member,  punctual  in  his  attend- 
ance at  all  meetings.  In  1842  he  was  active 
in  the  construction  of  the  new  church  building, 
and  was  instrumental  in  raising  the  funds  for 
that  purpose.  Col.  t oe  had  a social  nature, 
loved  his  friends,  and  greatly  enjoyed  enter- 
taining his  friends  and  relatives.  1 1 is  was  a 
hospitable  home,  and  the  best  the  home  afford- 
ed was  none  too  good.  I le  was  fond  of  amuse- 
ments, innocent  stories  and  harmless  jokes. 
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Nicholas  Camp,  Milford,  Conn. ,1639;  Thomas 
Robinson,  an  early  settler  in  Guilford,  Conn. ; 
William  Cornwell,  Rowley,  Mass.,  1634,  at 
Hartford  in  1637,  in  the  Pequot  war,  at  Mid- 
dletown in  1651;  Alexander  Bow,  at  Charles- 
town, and  at  Hartford,  1639,  who  was  one  of 
the  original  proprietors  of  Middletown,  Conn. ; 
Cornet  Joseph  Parsons,  in  Massachusetts  in 

1630,  at  Springfield  in  1636,  at  Northampton 
in  1655,  a member  of  the  Ancient  and  Honor- 
able  Artillery  Company  of  Boston;  John  John- 
son, Roxbury,  Mass.,  1630,  made  a.  freeman  in 

1631,  deputy  to  the  first  General  Court,  sur- 
veyor general  of  arms  and  ammunition,  the 
first  clerk  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Ar- 
tillery Company ;.  Capt.  Isaac  Johnson,  free- 
man at  Rowley,  1635,  made  a captain  in  1653, 
killed  at  the  Great  Swamp  fight  in  the  Narra- 
gansett  war,  December  19,  1675;  Capt.  Daniel 
Harris,  at  Rowley,  at  Middletown  in  1652, 
deputy  to  the  General  Court ; Humphrey  Prior, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Windsor;  David 
Atwater,  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  a signer  of 
the  Plantation  Covenant,  June  4,  1639;  Jo- 
seph Hawley,  Boston,  1639,  at  Stratford  the 
same  year,  a deputy  to  the  General  Court 
twenty-nine  times;  John  Kirby,  first!  settled  in 
Boston,  at  Plymouth.  1643,  Hartford,  1645, 
at  Wethersfield,  1649,  at  Middletown,  1655  ; 
John  Taylor,  at  Windsor,  1639,  sailed  from 
New  Haven  in  the  “phantom  ship;”  Samuel 
Nettleton,  at  Totoket  (Branford),  1644;  Dea- 
con Paul  Peck,  at  Boston,  1635,  at  Hartford 
the  following  year;  Thomas  Barnes,  at  New 
Haven,  1643,  one  °f  the  original  proprietors  of 
Middletown;  Thomas  Tappin,  a captain  and 
free  planter  in  Milford,  1639,  removed  to 
Southampton,  L.  I.,  deputy  and  assistant  to 
the  General  Court;  Elder  Edward  Turner,  at 
Milford,  1651,  an  original  proprietor  of  Mid- 
dletown ; Bigot  Eggleston,  at  Dorchester, 
1630,  at  Windsor,  1635 ; Samuel  Eggleston, 
one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Middletown ; 
John  Osborn,  an  early  settler  at  Windsor, 
Conn. ; Richard  Oldage,  at  Windsor  before 
1640;  Thomas  Sayre,  at  Lynn,  Mass.,  1638, 
at  Southampton,  L.  I.,  1640;  John  Rogers, 
called  the  “settler,”  a free  planter  of  Milford, 
Conn.,  1639;  Alexander  Knowles,  freeman  of 
Massachusetts,  1636,  at  Fairfield,  Conn.,  1653, 
assistant  to^  the  General  Court ; Thomas  Bliss, 
at  Boston,  1635,  at  Hartford,  1636;  Dr.  Henry 
Woodward,  at  Dorchester,  1635,  at  Northamp- 
ton, 1658;  Capt.  Joseph  Weld,  a freeman  of 


Rowley,  Mass.,  1636,  a soldier  in  the  Pequot 
war,  a member  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Artillery  Company;  Nicholas  Disbrow,  at 
Hartford,  1630,  a soldier  in  the  Pequot  war; 
Edward  Birdsey,  at  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  1636; 
Matthew  Mitchell,  at  Charlestown,  1636,  at 
Saybrook,  at  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  1639,  at 
Stamford  the  following  year,  at  Hempstead, 
1643,  a deputy  to  the  General  Court,  and  a 
soldier  in  the  Pequot  war. 

Hon.  Levi  Elmore  Coe,  of  Meriden, 
son,  of  Col.  Levi  and  Sarah  (Ward)  Coe, 
is  a native  of  what  is  now  the  town  of  Middle- 
field  (then  Middletown),  Conn.,  born  June  6, 
1828.  He  received  his  education  in  the  com'- 
mon  schools  of  his  neighborhood  and  Post’s 
and  Chase’s  Academies,  the  latter  a somewhat 
noted  school  at  Middletown,  from  which  went 
out  into  the  world  men  who  achieved  fame  and 
success  in  their  various  walks  of  life.  Young 
Coe  began  teaching  school  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen years,  and  followed  that  profession  until 
twenty-five.  At  that  age,  in  1853,  he  located 
at  Meriden,  of  which  city  he  has  been  a resi- 
dent, and  through  the  intervening  forty  odd 
years  has  been  most  closely  associated  with  the 
growth  and  development  of  that  city,  which 
has  been  remarkable,  and  so  marked  as  a man- 
ufacturing center  as  to<  become  known  through- 
out the  civilized  world  from  the  variety  and 
high  grade  of  its  manufactured  product. 
During  this  long  period  Mr.  Coe  has  been  one 
of  the  foremost  among  those  whose  efforts 
have  brought  about  the  proud  position  the  “Sil- 
ver City”  sustains  in  the  manufacturing  world, 
and  during  this  period  he  has  made  and  sus- 
tained a reputation  as  a business  man  and  use- 
ful citizen  of  a high  order  in  keeping  with  his 
honorable  line  of  ancestors. 

In  1854  young  Coe  was  elected  treasurer 
of  the  Meriden  Savings  Bank,  when  the  assets 
of  that  institution  were  only  $25,000  and  the 
salary  of  the  treasurer  only  $200  ; the  assets 
are  now  four  and  one-half  millions.  He  has 
been  connected  with  that  institution  either  as 
treasurer,  director  or  president  ever  since. 
When  he  took  the  position  of  treasurer  he  was 
keeping  books,  making  out  bills,  and,  doing 
other  writing  for  outside  parties.  For  fifty 
years  he  was  engaged  in  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness, though  never  on  commission.  He  has 
taken  great  interest  in  agricultural  matters  and 
pet  stock,  and  has  been  identified  with  various 
societies  in  this  line,  having  been  secretary  of 
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the  Farmers’  Club,  president  of  the  Meriden 
Poultry  Association,  secretary,  treasurer  and 
president  of  the  Meriden  Agricultural  Society, 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Agricultural  Society,  and  a member  of  the 
State  Board  of  Agriculture.  He  has  served  in 
various  public  capacities;  was  grand  juror  in 
1857;  registrar  of  vital  statistics  in  1858-63: 
justice  of  the  peace  from,  1858  to  1881 ; trial 
justice  for  many  years  before  the  establishment 
of  the  city  court;  first  clerk  of  the  city  court 
and  judge  of  the  court  for  eighteen  years.  He 
has  also  been  agent  of  the  town  to1  convey  real 
estate,  was  registrar  of  voters,  town  clerk,  and 
judge  of  probate.  At  the  time  of  the  build- 
ing of  the  water  works,  and  for  several  years 
thereafter,  he  was  water  commissioner.  For 
a long  period  he  was  a member  of  the  board  of 
compensation.  In  1894  Mr.  Coe  was  elected 
mayor  of  Meriden,  and  re-elected  in  1896  and 
1897.  He  brought  to  that  office  the  ripe  ex- 
perience of  long  years  of  public  service  and  of 
a successful  business  career,  and  gave  the  city 
a practical  and  dignified  administration.  In 
his  political  faith  Judge  Coe  is  a Republican, 
and  has  served  as  a member  of  the  town  com- 
mittee and  State  Central  committee.  He  was 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  a 
town  site  trustee  for  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 
Among  other  numerous  official  positions  in 
corporations,  etc.,  held  by  Judge  Coe,  are  those 
of  director  of  what  is  now  the  Meriden  Na- 
tional Rank  (since  1862);  treasurer  of  the 
Meriden  Park  Company  ; director  of  the  Meri- 
den Hospital ; trustee  of  the  Curtis  Home;  and 
president  of  the  Meriden  Historical  Society. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Connecticut  Historical 
Society,  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
and  of  the  Home  Club.  Fraternally  Judge 
Coe  is  a prominent  Mason ; he  has  been  secre- 
tary, treasurer  and  worshipful  master  of  Meri 
dian  Lodge,  No.  77:  eminent  commander  of  St. 
Elmo  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  and 
representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
South  Dakota  near  the  Grand  Commandery  ot 
Connecticut.  In  his  religious  views  Judge  Coe 
is  an  Episcopalian,  a member  of  St.  \ndrcw  s 
Church,  Meriden,  in  which  lie  has  been  a ves 
tryman  since  1858.  Judge  Coe  has  been  an 
enterprising,  liberal  and  public  spirited  citizen, 
lie  erected  a beautiful  memorial  library  build 
itig,  which,  with  its  furnishings  and  the  lihraiw. 
he  presented  to  his  native  town,  M iddlclield, 
June  6,  1893,  as  a free  public  library,  placing  it 


in  control  of  a self-perpetuating  incorporated 
board  of  trustees,  known  as  the  Levi  E.  Coe 
Library  Association.  Such  a life  needs  no 
eulogy. 

On  November  27,  1851,  Judge  Coe  was 
married  to  Miss  Sophia  Fidelia,  daughter  of 
Harley  and  Martha  Cone  Hall,  and  they  had 
two  children : One  son  that  died  in  infancy, 
unnamed ; and  Charles  Levi,  born  December 
4,  i860,  who  died  February  19,  1862. 

HON.  CHARLES  G.  R.  VINAL,  Secre- 
tary of  State,  ex-mayor  of  Middletown,  and  a 
member  of  the  Middlesex  County  Bar.  has 
been  closely  associated  with  the  best  interests 
of  Middletown  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Vinal  was  born  in  Monroe,  .Waldo  Co., 
Maine,  Jan.  14,  1840,  son  of  Waldo  Pierce  and 
Almira  FT.  B.  (Rich)  Vinal.  John  Vinal,  the 
founder  of  the  Vinal  family  in  America,  who 
came  of  an  old  Sussex  family  of  England,  lo- 
cated in  Scituate,  Mass.,  in  1636.  Our  sub- 
ject’s paternal  grandfather,  Capt.  Lot  Vinal, 
was  a sea  captain.  He  married  Nancy  O'Dell. 
The  maternal  grandfather  was  Moses  Rich. 

About  1849  Waldo  Pierce  Vinal  was  in- 
duced by  a friend.  Dr.  Rufus  Baker,  to  join 
him  at  Deep  River,  Conn.,  where  he  had  lo- 
cated, and  the  Vinal  family  has  been  identified 
with  Middlesex  county  during  the  succeeding 
half  century.  After  remaining  for  a time  at 
Deqi  River,  practicing  his  profession  of  law  . 

| the  father  removed  to  Middletown,  where  he 
j became  very  prominent,  serving  as  clerk  of 
the  Superior  Court:  Judge  of  the  Probate 
Court  for  eight,  or  nine  years;  and  States  \t 
tornev  for  four  years.  He  died  at  the  com- 
paratively early  age  of  fifty-one,  his  widow  sur- 
viving until  August  8.  1896.  to  the  age  <>t  sev- 
cntv-ninc.  Both  are  interred  at  Middletown. 
The  father  was  a Douglas  Democrat,  in  politi 
cal  sentiment,  but  later  became  a Republican. 

! Fraternally  he  was  a member  of  the  F.  & \. 
M.  and  the  I.  O.  O F.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waldo 
P.  Vinal  had  six  children:  (1)  Die  eldest. 

Leonidas  C.,  attended  Middletown  high  school, 
studied  medicine  at  Yale  Medical  School,  and 
was  connected  with  the  dispensary  at  ale. 
Later  he  was  physician  in  charge  of  the  State 
Hospital  for  the  Insane  in  Rhode  Gland,  where 
he  was  injured  by  a patient,  and  died  from  the 
effects  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  in  Middle- 
town,  leaving  four  children.  (2)  Charles  G. 
R.  was  second  in  the  order  of  birth.  ( 3 * 
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Waldo  F.  died  while  in  his  Senior  year  at  Wes- 
leyan University.  (4)  Joseph  Post  died  in 
childhood.  (5)  George  is  a merchant  at 
Dallas,  Texas.  (6)  Fredine  is  an  attorney, 
and  assistant  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court,  re- 
siding in  Middletown. 

Charles  G.  R.  Vinal  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Deep  River,  among  his 
early  teachers  being  a Mr.  Chapman  and  a Mr. 
Gaylord.  When  he  was  fourteen  the  family 
removed  to  Middletown,  and  he  entered  the 
high  school  of  that  city.  In  1857  he  entered 
Wesleyan  University,  graduating  in  1861,  and 
commencing  the  study  of  law  with  his  father 
and  lion.  Moses  Culver,  was  admitted  to  tlw 
Bar  in  1864.  The  following  year  he  was 
elected  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  has 
since  that  time  retained  the  office;  was  Judge 
of  the  Probate  Court  in  1867-68,  and  City  Re- 
corder in  1873;  town  treasurer  in  1879  ; and 
alderman  in  1882.  In  1880  he  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  committee  for  the  erection  of 
additional  buildings  for  the  Connecticut  Hos- 
pital, and  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  that 
committee.  In  1894-95  Mr.  Vinal  was  mayor 
of  Middletown,  and  discharged  the  duties  of 
that  office  with  great  credit.  In  1897  he  rep- 
resented the  Twenty-second  District  in  the 
Senate,  and  was  chairman  of  the  Committees 
on  Engrossing,  Federal  Relations  and  For- 
feited Rights.  In  1899  he  was  returned  to  the 
Senate,  and  was  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  and 
Constitutional  Amendments!  (joint)  commit- 
tees. In  addition  to-  the  various'  public  offices 
he  has  held,  and  is  still  holding,  Mr.  Vinal 
is  the  Secretary  of  State,  his  name  having  been 
presented  to  the  convention  which  nominated 
him  without  any  solicitation  on  his  part,  his 
party  regarding  him  as  the  light  man  for  the 
office. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Vinal  displayed 
his  loyalty  by  enlisting  in  Company  A,  Twen- 
ty-fourth Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry 
(which  he  and  Horace  F.  Balcam  raised)  ; he 
served  as  first  lieutenant,  being  mustered  in 
November  18,  1862,  and  honorably  discharged 
February  4,  1863. 

On  October  19,  1865,  Mr.  Vinal  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  M.  Amelia  Hotchkiss,  daughter 
of  Hon.  Julius  and  Melissa  (Perkins)  Hotch- 
kiss. 

Following  the  ’example  of  his  father,  our 
subject  first  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  but 
when  Lincoln  came  before  the  people,  for  the 


second  time,  as  a Presidential  candidate,  Mr. 
Vinal  became  a Republican,  and  has  remained 
one  ever  since,  being  a prominent  adherent  of 
that  party  in  Middlesex  county.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Vinal  is  a member  of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  F. 
& A.  M. ; and  Mansfield  Post,  G.  A.  R.  Mrs. 
Vinal  is  a member  of  the  D.  A.  R.  They  re- 
side in  a beautiful  home  on  High  street. 

ANDREW  NELSON  SHEPARD.  Shep- 
ard for  over  two>  hundred  years  has  been  a 
prominent  family  name  in  what  is  now  Port- 
land, Middlesex  county.  It  is  a name  that  has 
been  borne  by  many  of  the  best  citizens,  but, 
though  becoming  less  numerous  with  each  pass- 
ing generation,  it  is  not  to*  suffer  any  loss  of 
prestige  if  the  future  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  appears  above  is  to  be  measured  by  what 
he  has  already  done.  He  is  still  a young  man, 
but  bis  career  has  been  highly  creditable. 

Mr.  Shepard  was  born  May  5,  1862,  in  the 
north  end  of  Portland,  on  the  old  homestead  of 
his  father  and  grandfather,  the  only  son  of 
Nelson  and  Elizabeth  (T!ryon)  Shepard,  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere.  He  at- 
tended district  school  No.  5,  in  the  town  of 
Portland,  which  was  near  the  place  of  his  birth, 
and  recalls  Miss  Hattie  Culver  as  among  his 
earlier  teachers.  When  he  had  advanced  far 
enough  he  attended  the  academy  at  South 
Glastonbury,  when  Prof.  J.  J.  Jennings,  now-' a 
leading  attorney  at  Bristol,  Conn.,  was  its 
head.  Young  Andrew;  completed  his  school- 
ing by  an  attendance  of  two  years  at  the  Che- 
shire Military  Academy.  When  not  at  school 
he  was  at  home,  working  on  the  farm  under 
his  father’s  instructions,  and  that  gentleman 
had  no  superior  in  the  town  as  a successful 
farmer.  Thus  the  son  received  a practical 
course  in  agriculture  that  has  been  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  him  all  his  life.  He  has  carried 
on  farming  in  all  its  details,  and  has  operated 
along  the  most  systematic  and  progressive 
plans. 

Nelson  Shenard  was  one  of  the  extensive 
tobacco  growers  of  the  town,  and  in  this  de- 
partment of  practical  farming  he  made  a de- 
cided success.  From  him  Andrew  gathered 
such  a practical  knowledge  of  tobacco  culture 
that  he  has  not  onlv  raised  it  most  profitably, 
but  has  also  bought  it  very  largely,  and  his 
Success  as  a dealer  has  been  quite  satisfactory. 
He  began  buying  in  1887,  making  the  Connec- 
ticut Valley  his  principal  field  of  operations. 
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Every  year,  however,  he  broadens  his  work, 
and  his  name  is  now  familiar  throughout  the 
tobacco  sections  of  Connecticut.  In  1888  Mr. 
Shepard,  in  company  with  J.  F.  Convey,  began 
the  manufacture  of  cigars  at  Gildersleeve,  the 
firm  being  known  as  Shepard  & Co.  From  an 
output  of  a half  million  cigars  their  business 
more  than  doubled,  and  their  product  gained 
a general  reputation,  this  industry,  with  that 
of  packing  tobacco,  furnishing  employment  to 
a large  number  of  men.  Mr.  Shepard's  buying 
and  packing  tobacco  is  entirely  individual,  and 
has  always  been  separate  and  apart  from  the 
factory  business.  His  interest  in  the  latter 
was  sold  to  his  partner  in  the  spring  of  1901. 
Mr.  Shepard  is  a director  and  trustee  of  the 
Freestone  Savings  Bank  at  Portland,  and  he 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  and  re- 
liable young  business  men  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Shepard  and  Miss  Harriet  Stockwell 
1 were  married  in  Windsor  Locks,  Conn.,  May 
1,  11889.  She  is  a native  of  that  place,  and 
a daughter  of  one  of  its  leading  business  men, 
A.  B.  Stockwell.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shepard  are 
the  parents  of  Dorathea  and  Nelson  A.,  both 
of  whom  are  living. 

Mr.  Shepard  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  a hard  worker  for  its 
success.  He  has  been  a useful  citizen,  serv- 
ing ten  years  as  town  auditor,  is  in  his  fourth 
year  as  a member  of  the  board  of  relief,  and  in 
) I900  was  elected  to  represent  the  town  in  the 
State  Legislature,  in  which  body  he  served  as 
a member  of  the  committee  on  Appropriations. 
Fraternally  he  is  a Mason,  a member  of  War- 
ren lodge,  No.  53,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; belongs  to 
Portland  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  which  he 
was  a charter  member;  and  is  also  connected 
J with  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  at  Portland.  Mr.  and 
{ Mrs.  Shepard  are  members  of  the  Episcopal 
[ Church  at  Portland,  where  he  officiates  as  a 
| vestryman.  Since  their  marriage  they  have  re- 
1 sided  at  Gildersleeve,  where  he  erected  a hand- 
I some  residence  in  1902. 

DUANE  BARNES,  who  passed  away 

i September  22,  1900,  was  one  of  the  oldest  citi- 
zens of  Middletown,  to  whose  distinguished 
abilities  and  disinterested  public  spirit  that  city 

I owes  in  no  small  degree  many  of  the  improve 
ments  which  have  been  accomplished  within 
the  last  sixty  years.  Mr.  Barnes  put  time  and 
money  into  the  Air  Line  Railroad;  was  active 
in  the  movement  for  widening  the  Narrows; 


and  especially  interested  in  the  extension  and 
activity  of  the  Portland  quarries.  From  stone 
from  that  quarry  he  built  his  Gothic  cottage 
on  High  street,  which  has  been  described  as 
one  of  the  most  artistic  residences  in  the  coun- 
try. He  gave  and  planted  many  of  the  fine 
shade  trees  around  the  city.  For  many  years 
he  was  a leading  spirit  in  every  movement 
looking  to  the  improvement  of  the  material 
and  educational  interests  of  Middletown;  and 
though  several  times  offered  office,  he  always 
declined,  feeling  that  he  could  do  a better  work 
for  the  public  if  untrammeled  by  official  limita- 
tions and  routine. 

A school  teacher  in  his  early  youth,  Mr. 
Barnes  was  a natural  teacher  all  his  life,  for 
he  was  always  a friend  to  just  principles  and 
right  ideals.  A lover  of  books,  he  was  an  ideal 
book  merchant;  for,  putting  morals  before 
trade,  he  refused  to  sell  any  book  which  he 
believed  would  exert  a harmful  influence. 
Gradually  accumulating  an  extensive  collec- 
tion of  very  valuable  works,  nothing  pleased 
him  more  than  to  put  them  to  good  use  in  the 
service  of  the  teachers  of  the  city  and  the  pro- 
fessors of  Wesleyan  University.  Pie  had  lit- 
erary gifts  of  a high  order,  and  his  youthful 
poems  are  stamped  with  the  impress  of  genius 
which  would,  had  circumstances  permitted  its 
development,  have  brought  him  early  to  fame 
and  renown. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  devoted  to  his  family,  spar- 
ing himself  no  pains  to  care  properly  for  his 
fourteen  children,  nine  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing. and  with  the  co-operation  of  a wife  of 
lofty  spirit  he  reared  a family  that  would  do 
credit  to  any  parentage.  He  died  in  his 
eighty-seventh  year. 

JOHN  II.  ODBFR.  who  now  occupies  the 
responsible  position  of  superintendent  of  tin 
Middlesex  County  Home  for  Neglected  and 
Dependent  Children,  located  in  the  town  ot 
Haddam.  is  among  the  prominent  and  well 
known  citizens  of  that  town. 

John  Odber,  his  paternal  grandfather,  was 
a native  of  England,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  married  Elizabeth  Coleman.  lie 
served  in  the  British  army  for  many  years.  In- 
longing  to  the  bortv -second  Highlanders,  re- 
maining in  the  service  until  the  pensionable 
age,  when  in  lieu  of  pension  money  lie  was  gi\ 
en,  by  the  British  government,  a grant  of  land 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Ottawa,  Canada,  ari 
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grating  to  Canada  about  1808,  and  locating  on 
his  land  when  our  subject’s  father  was  but  a 
boy.  There  the  grandfather  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy,  his  wife  at  the  age  of  eighty.  Their 
children  were:  John,  the  father  of  John  H. ; 

William,  who  died  in  Pennsylvania ; Elizabeth 
who  died  in  Canada  about  1890;  and  Henry, 
living  at  Arnprior,  Canada. 

John  Odber  (2),  the  father  of  John  H., 
was  born  in  1806,  and  died  in  May,  1846.  He 
grew  up'  in  Canada,  where  he  learned  the  trade 
of  marble-cutting  and  monumental  work. 
About  1837  he  left  Canada  and  came  to  Had- 
dam,  Conn.,  attracted  thither  by  the  advantages 
of  the  place  for  his  business,  which  he  followed 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  by  drowning,  in  the 
Connecticut  river,  at  night ; he  was  run  over 
by  the  steamer  “Globe,”  which  was  out  of  her 
course.  He  was  buried  in  the  Haddam  ceme- 
tery. 

John  Odber  married  Harriet  Ely,  who  was 
born  December  22,  1812,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Crook)  Ely,  and  died  in  March, 
1883.  To  this  union  were  born:  John  H. ; 

William  E,  bom  October  25,  1842,  whoi  is 
mentioned  elsewhere;  and  Harriet,  who  mar- 
ied  Joseph  Lane,  of  Killingworth,  now  of  Mid- 
dletown, Conn.,  and  died  August  14,  1901. 

John  Ely,  our  subject’s  maternal  [grand- 
father, was  the  son  of  Capt.  William  Ely,  who> 
was  prominently  identified  with  the  towrn  of 
Haddam,  and  was  a man  of  affairs,  engaged 
largely  in  the  quarry  freighting  business.  He 
was  a very  prominent  man  in  his  day,  was 
possessed  of  considerable  wealth,  and  had  much 
influence.  He  was  married  three  times,  his 
last  wife  having  been  Annie  Clark.  Capt. 
William  was  the  son  of  Richard  Ely,  who 
came  to  Haddam  from  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  was 
highly  esteemed  in  the  community. 

John  H.  Odber  was  born  in  Haddam  Sep- 
tember 12,  1840.  He  received  educational  ad- 
vantages of  a superior  kind,  acquiring  his  early 
schooling"  in  the  district  schools,  and  passing 
three  years  at  the  well  known  Brainerd  Acad- 
emy, of  Haddam,  which  was  then  under  the 
scholarly  jurisdiction  of  Lewis  Bodin.  ThL 
training  was  supplemented  with  one  year’s 
study  at  the  Middletown  Academy,  taught  by 
E.  H.  Kelsey.  At  about  the  age  of  nineteen 
Mr.  Odber  left  school,  and  worked  for  a time 
on  a farm*.  He  then  went  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  had  a position  in  the  office  of  C.  E. 
Hull  & Co.-,  compounders  of  proprietary  medi- 


cines. He  went  to  New  York  City  with  the 
expectation  of  going  South,  but  the  unsettled 
condition  of  the  country  defeated  this  plan  for 
the  time.  Later  he  went  South,  not  as  a civil- 
ian, but  as  a soldier,  wearing  the  blue  uniform 
of  his  country.  On  August  31,  1862,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  A,  Twenty-fourth  Connecti- 
cut Volunteers,  for  nine  months,  and  as  there 
was  great  need  of  men  the  regiment  served  thir- 
teen months.  The  regiment  was  in  the  Bayou 
Teche  country,  called  the  “Garden  of  Louisi- 
ana,” and  for  forty-seven  days  besieged  Port 
Hudson,  the  last  stronghold  of  the  Confeder- 
acy on  the  Mississippi  river,  which  succumbed 
July  8,  1863.  In  1864  Mr.  Odber  enlisted  as 
a blue  jacket  and  served  on  the  sloop  of  war 
“Mohican,”  Capt.  Daniel  Ammen,  with  the 
North  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  Wilmington,  N. 
C.  He  was  in  the  attacks  on  Fort  Fisher,  De- 
cember 25,  26  and  27,  1864,  and  from  January 
12  to  15,  1865,  and  was  one  of  the  storming 
column  which  volunteered  to.  attack  the  sea 
front  of  the  fort  to.  cover  the  movements  of  the 
army,  which  was  toi  make  an  attack  from'  the 
Cape  Fear  river  side  of  the  fort.  Over  twen- 
ty-five per  cent  of  those  from  his  ship  were 
killed  or  wounded,  there  having  been  a direct 
and  cross  fire  from  the  fort  as  the  men  crossed 
the  exposed  beach.  After  three  weeks’  serv- 
ice as  a landsman  Mr.  Odber  was  raised  to  the 
grade  of  ordinary  seaman,  and  later  to  be  cap- 
tain of  the  hold.  He  was  discharged  by  gen- 
eral orders  in  June,  1865,  at  the  close  of  the 
war. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Odber  taught  school 
during  the  winter  months,  and  was  engaged  in 
coasting  the  remainder  of  the  year,  during  the 
last  four  years  of  the  time  being  captain  and 
owner  of  a Portland  schooner  which  was  used 
to  carry  stone  to  New  York  and  other  cities. 
Selling  his  vessel,  he  removed  to1  Hartford,  and 
for  two  years  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  ship 
chandlery  business,  for  another  two  years  be- 
ing employed  in  the  Colts  Manufactory  for 
firearms.  Returning  to  Haddam  with  Mr. 
Burr,  his  father-in-law,  our  subject  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business,  dealing  largely 
in  the  manufactured  lumber,  and  continuing 
in  this  line  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Burr,  in 
1875,  when  Mr.  Odber  and  his  brother,  Capt. 
William  E.  Odber,  took  the  conduct  of  the 
business,  until  1889.  At  this  date  John  H. 
Odber  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the 
Middlesex  County  Home  for  Neglected  and 


to 


it ! or: 
in: 

I •} 
I b 

1 t0 
r 


1 

: * 
II  ti« 

II  t 

I tri 

' : Y 

II  ^ 

Hi 

in 

t ft 

|j  snl 

IS 9 

I ve: 
^ 

1 ve: 
| Ft 


I 2S 

I , I 

I * 

||  fa 
||  Ld 

II  ^ 

| a 

I DEC 
111. 

| m 

||  01 
! fe 
it 


i l 

)|  1st 
k 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


815 


Dependent  Children,  and  has  been  at  the  head 
of  that  institution  ever  since.  It  is  one  of  the 
noble  charities  of  the  State,  and  is  thor- 
oughly equipped  with  appliances  and  instruct- 
ors for  the  advancement  and  care  of  the  in- 
mates. There  is  an  average  of  sixty-five  chil- 
dren to  be  cared  for,  and  Mr.  Odber’s  duties 
have  been  discharged  in  a manner  satisfactory 
to  the  county  commissioners  and  the  public. 
It  is  a model  home,  love  for  the  children  being 
combined  with  firmness.  Many  innovations 
for  the  improvement  of  the  home  have  been 
introduced  since  Capt.  Odber  has  been  in 
charge.  Mrs.  Odber  is  the  efficient  matron  of 
the  home. 

In  1866  John  H.  Odber  married  Catherine, 
daughter  of  William  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Brain- 
ercl)  Burr,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  : 
John,  who  died  in  infancy;  Harrison  Brainerd, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  months;  and 
William  B.,  who  was  born  October  5,  1871. 
The  last  named  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Haddam,  the  Middletown  high  school,  and 
subsequently  took  a business  course  in  Han- 
num’s  Business  College,  of  Hartford.  For  five 
years  he  was  with  Tracy  & Robinson,  hardware 
dealers,  in  Hartford,  and  for  the  past  three 
years  has  been  connected  with  the  National 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut. On  October  8,  1902,  he  married 
Bertha  Jones,  daughter  of  Charles  Jones,  of 
Natick,  Massachusetts. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  boldly  upholds  the  principles  of  lfis 
party.  Prominently  identified  with  the  pub- 
lic interests  of  his  town  Mr.  Odber  has  served 
as  selectman,  assessor  and  grand  juror.  In 
1866  he  united  with  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
joining  Columbia  Lodge,  No.  26,  of  East  Had- 
dam, and  was  a charter  member  of  Granite 
Lodge,  No.  1 19  of  Haddam,  of  which  he  is 
a past  master  ; lie  is  a member  of  Burning  Bush 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Essex.  Tie  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  G.  A.  R.,  Mansfield  Post,  of 
Middletown,  Conn.,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
member  for  many  years.  Both  Capt.  and  Mrs. 
Odber  are  valued  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  the  former  becoming  a member 
in  1873;  he  was  chosen  a deacon  in  1885,  has 
also  served  on  the  prudential  committee,  and 
for  fifteen  years  was  superintendent  of  the  Sun 
day-school.  Mrs.  Odber  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  Haddam,  and  the  Brainerd 
Academy,  subsequently  taught  school,  and  re 


turning  home  remained  there  until  her  mar- 
riage, at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  to  John  H. 
Odber. 

Mr.  Odber  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  cit- 
izens of  Haddam,  and  since  he  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Middlesex  County  Home  for 
Neglected  and  Dependent  Children  he  has 
shown  such  good  judgment  and  administratiye 
ability  that  the  people  of  the  county  are  justi- 
fied in  feeling  that  they  have  found  the  right 
man  for  the  place.  Our  subject  has  served  his 
country  faithfully,  both  in  war  and  peace.  He 
is  a very  companionable  man,  of  sunny  dis- 
position, and  has  many  friends  throughout  the 
county  and  State. 

CAPT.  WILLIAM  E.  ODBER.  Among 
the  prominent  and  influential  men  of  Haddam 
who  have  enjoyed  a great  measure  of  confi- 
dence from  their  fellow  citizens  is  Capt.  Will- 
iam E.  Odber,  who  for  over  twenty-four  years 
was  the  jailer  at  Haddam,  retiring  in  1901. 

Capt.  Odber  was  born  in  Haddam  October 
25,  1843,  and  his  early  education  was  acquired 
in  the  district  schools.  Later  he  attended  the 
Brainerd  Academy,  then  under  the  care  of  the 
scholarly  Mr.  Johnson,  well  remembered  by 
students  of  that  date,  and  from  there  went  to 
the  excellent  school  kept  by  Rev.  James  Noyes 
Moyer,  in  Haddam.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  he  began  to  look  out  for  himself,  this 
necessity  resulting  in  his  shipping  on  a mer- 
chant vessel  in  the  capacity  of  cook,  when  hut 
sixteen  years  of  age.  For  two  years  he  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Ludlow,  the  great  New  \ ork 
grain  merchant.  In  1863  he  enlisted,  in  the 
Sixth  New  York  Artillery,  and  served  about 
two  and  one-half  years,  passing  through  the 
various  experiences  of  the  regiment,  which  saw 
much  service  in  the  great  Civil  war.  On  March 
31,  1865,  he  was  one  of  555  men  who  sailed 
from  Wilmington,  S.  C..  on  the  steamer  “New 
Lyon.”  and  endured  a terrible  experience. 
While  at  sea,  the  ship,  taking  fire,  burned  and 
sank,  off  Cape  Hatteras,  about  twenty-two 
miles  off  shore.  Besides  the  sailors,  the  ship 
had  on  board  men  of  an  Illinois  regiment  and 
also  of  a New  York  regiment,  of  which  our 
subject  was  a member  at  that  time.  Of  the 
353  souls  on  board  the  ill-fated  ship  only  five 
of  the  Illinois  regiment  were  saved,  and  but 
three  of  the  New  York  regiment,  our  subject 
being  among  the  latter.  Ilis  wonderful  cs 
cape  was  the  result  of  his  presence  of  mind. 
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When  thrown  into  the  water  he  climbed  upon 
a floating'  object  which  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
ship’s  hatches,  and  this  was  his  only  refuge 
from  the  angry  waves  until  he  was  finally 
picked  up  by  one  of  the  life  boats  of  the  “Gen. 
Lyon.”  This  boat  was  in  charge  of  the  mate. 
Later  the  boat  was  seen  by  the  steamer  “Gen. 
Sedgwick,”  which  bore  down  upon  it,  throw- 
ing several  lines,  one  of  which  the  mate  caught, 
our  subject  the  other.  The  boat  was  quickly 
pulled  near  the  steamer,  with  the  result  that  it 
was  capsized,  and  all  the  soldiers  were  drowned 
except  the  mate  and  Capt.  Odber,  who,  holding 
on  to  their  respective  lines,  were  both  saved. 
But  while  the  mate  was  quickly  pulled  aboard 
without  injury,  Capt.  Odber  was  over  seventy 
feet  from  the  steamer,  holding  desperately  to 
the  line,  and  being  whirled  over  and  over,  ham- 
mered by  the  rough  waves,  until  he  was  saved. 
He  had  a severely  injured  hand,  and  the  marks 
made  by  the  rope  on  his  leg,  around  which  be 
wound  the  same,  will  remain  with  him  during 
life,  as  an  evidence  of  the  awful  struggle  he 
made  to  save  himself.  Not  being  fit  for  fur- 
ther duty,  he  was  honorably  discharged  May 
23d,  when  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Hacl- 
dam. 

After  the  experience  just  described,  the  gen- 
eral observer  might  think  that  Capt.  Odber 
would  have  remembered  the  lines  of  Herbert, 
the  poet,  who  says,  “praise  the  sea,  but  remain 
on  land,”  but  this  was  not  the  case,  for  he  re- 
turned to  the  water.  As  captain  of  various 
craft  in  the  Portland  service,  in  the  Philadel- 
phia trade,  he  continued  successfully  for  nine 
years,  the  largest  of  his  vessels  being  the  “Buck- 
ingham,” the  “Brazos”  and  the  “Nathan.”  In 
connection  with  his  brother,  Capt.  Odber  then 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  lumber  busi- 
ness, in  Haddam,  continuing  the  former  line 
for  two  years,  and  still  being  connected  with 
the  latter.  His  long  experience  in  commercial 
life  has  made  of  him  a successful  business  man. 
and  he  is  one  respected  by  all  those  with  whom 
he  has  dealings. 

The  Captain’s  political  life  began  some 
twenty-three  years  ago,  when  lie  was  made 
deputy  sheriff  under  Sheriff  Hutchinson,  with 
whom  he  was  associated  twelve  years,  and  dur- 
ing the  past  eleven  he  has  been  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  Sheriff  Thomas  Brown.  For 
one  year  he  served  as  selectman.  His  duties  in 
these  positions  have  been  so.  efficiently  per- 
formed that  the  commendation  of  the  public. 


irrespective  of  party,  has  long  been  his.  His 
Republicanism  is  stanch,  and  he  has  been  an 
active  and  useful  member  of  that  party  for 
many  years. 

Socially  Capt.  Odber  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  affiliating  with  Granite 
Lodge,  No.  1 19,  of  Haddam ; he  was  a member 
of  Columbia  Lodge  No.  26,  of  East  Haddam, 
which  he  joined  in  May,  1865;  when  Granite 
Lodge  was  organized  he  united  with  that,  be- 
ing a,  charter  member,  and  he  is  a past  master 
of  same;  he  also  unites  with  Burning  Bush 
Chapter,  of  Essex ; Cyrene  Commandery,  of 
Middletown ; and  Sphinx  Shrine,  of  Hartford. 
He  is  also,  a member  of  Mansfield  Post,  G.  A. 
R.,  of  Middletown,  Connecticut. 

Capt.  Odber  still  displays  his  love  for  the 
water.  He  owns  one  of  the  steam  yachts 
which  make  so  fine  a display  in  the  Connecti- 
cut river,  the  “Mystery”  being  the  most  at- 
tractive of  them  all.  Capt.  Odber  about  eigh- 
teen years  ago  purchased  the  old  Ventres 
homestead,  at  Haddam-,  which  he  remodeled 
and  made  into  a beautiful  home,  one  of  the 
best  in  Haddam,  and  there  he  expected  to  pass 
the  remaining  years,  of  his  life,  but  an  adverse 
fate  willed  otherwise,  for  on  May  8,  1902,  this 
beautiful  home,  with  much  of  the  valuable  ef- 
fects, library,  etc.,  was  entirely  destroyed  by 
fire. 

Capt.  Odber  was  married  April  27,  1870,  to 
Martha  Clarissa,  daughter  of  William  H.  and 
Elizabeth  (Brainerd)  Burr,  of  Haddam..  Mrs. 
Odber  was  born  February  29,  1848,  and  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Haddam-, 
and  the  Brainerd  Academy.  She  is  a member 
of  Puritan  Chapter,  No-.  43,  Order  of  the  East- 
ern Star.  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Odber  are  members 
of  the  Society,  and  are  regular  attendants  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Haddam. 

ALBERT  J.  BRIGGS,  who  entered  into 
rest  November  6,  1901,  was  a well-known 
business  man  and  representative  citizen  of 
Cromwell,  Middlesex  Co-.,  Conn.  He  was 
born  March  29,  1852,  in  Sackville,  New 

Brunswick,  and  there  passed  his  early  life. 
In  1871  he  came  to-  Connecticut,  locating  in 
Middletown,  where  he  was  for  a time  em- 
ployed by  Wilco-x,  Crittenden  & Co.  He  then 
clerked  for  Burr  Brothers,  PTo-cers,  where  he 
mastered  the  details  of  that  business.  After 
a year  spent  in  Hartford  he  in  1877  came  to. 
Cromwell,  where  he  ever  afterward  made  his. 
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home.  In  company  with  Chauncey  Warner, 
in  1878,  he  started  a meat  market,  but  soon 
bought  out  his  partner's  interest.  He  also 
bought  a grocery  which  he  conducted  in  con- 
nection with  his  market  until  1886,  in  which' 
year  he  became  associated  with  his  brother, 
D.  L.  Briggs,  and  under  the  firm  name  of 
D.  L.  Briggs  & Co.  they  engaged  as  whole- 
sale meat  dealers  ol  Middletown.  Our  sub- 
ject acted  in  the  capacity  of  office  manager 
of  the  firm,  and  as  such  devoted  the  greater 
part  of  his  time  to  the  management  of  the 
concern,  which  prospered  greatly  under  the 
guidance  of  his  high  business  principles  and 
careful  attention.  He  was  successful  in  his 
undertakings,  and  became  possessed  of  a com- 
fortable competence,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  a director  in  the  Cromwell  Savings 
Bank. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Briggs  was  a member  of 
Washington  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.  In  civic 
affairs  he  played  an  important  part,  and  was 
several  times  nominated  for  public  office,  al- 
though he  always  preferred  that  the  honors 
fall  on  the  shoulders  of  others. 

On  October  26,  1881,  Mr.  Briggs  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Eugenia  A.  Stow  , a 
daughter  of  Florace  Davis  and  Elizabeth  M. 
(Goodrich)  Stow.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Briggs' 
death,  one  who  knew  him  well  paid  a high 
tribute  to  his  good  name,  and  we  take  the 
liberty  of  quoting  in  part : “A  noble  speci- 

men of  manhood,  ever  courteous  and  obliging, 
he  was  the  ideal  gentleman.  Ilis  loss  will  be 
mourned  by  the  entire  community  to  w hich  he 
was  endeared,  and  to  which  he  contributed 
those  qualities  of  character  which  must  ever 
be  an  inspiration  to  good  citizenship.  Indus- 
try, integrity  and  sobriety — these  qualities  pre- 
dominated his  every  walk  of  life.  Ilis  mem- 
ory shall  ever  live  with  those  whose  pleasure 
it  was  to  know  his  friendship."  More  could 
not  be  said  than  that  he  was  loyal  to  his 
friends,  his  home  arid  the  land  of  his  adop- 
tion, a man  of  careful  sj>ccch,  conservative 
judgment,  fine  opinions,  keen  sense  of  justice 
and  lofty  ideals. 

The  Stow  Family  is  first  of  record  in  t on- 
nccticut  in  1651,  represented  b\  Samuel  Stow, 
whose  brother  Thomas  was  there  in  1 »< >. 

John  Stow  is  on  record  in  1007.  and  Nathaniel 

in  1676. 

Alanson  Stow,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Briggs,  was  a lifelong  farmer  of  Cromwell. 
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and  for  many  vears  lived  at  a place  called 
‘“The  Nooks,"  later  removing  to  what  is  now- 
known  as  the  “Plains,"  where  he  died  October 
15,  1864.  On  February  7,  1812,  he  married 
Sally  Pardy,  who  was  born  in  Cromwell,  and 
who  died  March  9.  1867.  Their  children  were 
as  follows.  (1)  Caroline,  born  November  14, 
1814.  married  Edwin  Wright,  of  Rocky  Hill, 
and  died  there  April  7,  1882.  (2)  James  P., 

born  April  10,  1816,  was  a successful  tin 
manufacturer  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  but  re- 
turned to  Connecticut  and  died  there  April  6, 
1883.  He  married  Eugenia  Pomeroy.  (3) 
Asa  B.  is  mentioned  elsewhere.  (4)  Edward 
E.,  born  October  10.  1820,  went  South  in  his 
early  manhood,  and  there  engaged  in  peddling 
for  his  brother,  James  P.  He  died  in  Ala- 
bama September  3.  1845.  (5)  Sally  Ann. 

born  January  28,  1822,  died  January  25,  1827. 
(6)  Horace  Davis  is  mentioned  below.  (7)' 
Flora  Ann,  born  August  20,  1828,  died  April 
5,  1883.  (8)  Lydia  Ann,  born  February  23. 

1832,  died  in  infancy. 

Florace  Davis  Stow  was  born  June  20. 
1826,  and  died  August  29,  1896.  lie  passed 
his  entire  life  as  a farmer  in  Cromwell.  Idis 
wife,  Elizabeth  M.  (Goodrich),  was  born  in 
Rocky  Flill,  Conn.,  a daughter  of  Eli  Good- 
rich, of  that  town.  Their  daughter  Eugenia 
A.  became  the  wife  of  Albert  J.  Briggs,  of 
Cromwell,  and  since  her  husband’s  death  con- 
tinues to  reside  there. 

CARL  ADOLPH  ALLISON  is  one  of 
the  enterprising  and  energetic  grocers  of  Mid 
dletown.  lie  is  a native  of  Warberg,  Sweden, 
born  June  q,  1864,  and  attended  schc<  1 in  hi-' 
native  place  until  the  time  of  his  coming  to  the 
United  States,  whither  his  father  had  preceded 
him.  and  was  living  in  Portland.  Conn.  The 
mother,  however,  was  still  in  Sweden.  In 
the  familv  were  eight  children,  all  of  whom 
died  voting  except  our  subject  and  his  brother. 
John.  The  latter  came  to  this  country  with 
iiis  brother,  Carl,  and  after  -ix  months  in  Port- 
land, Conn.,  went  to  Middlelield,  and  worked 
as  a farm  hand  for  two  years,  thence  going 
W est  and  spending  six  years  in  Omaha.  Neb  . 
after  which  he  located  in  Washington.  D.  C .. 
where  he  now  is  engaged  iti  the  oil  business. 

Carl  \dolph  \llison  sailed  front  Liverpool 
on  the  steamer  “Republic."  of  the  White  Star 
Line,  and  after  a voyage  of  ten  days  arrived 
at  New  York,  March  22.  1880.  He  came  to 
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Portland,  and  his  first  employment  was  as  a 
farm  hand  for  Andrew  Larson^  with  whom  he 
remained  six  months,  then  accepting'  a posi- 
tion as  coachman  for  Dr.  C.  E.  Hammond,  of 
Portland,  for  whom  he  also  acted  as  gardener. 
The  Doctor  and  his  family  devoted  much  at- 
tention to  the  general  culture  and  training  of 
the  young  Swede  in  American  ways,  and  his 
stay  of  two  and  one-half  years  in  that  family 
was  a most  fruitful  period  of  his  life.  Mr. 
Allison,  however,  wished  to  enter  some  field  of 
employment  with  better  opportunities  for  the 
future,  and  he  became  a clerk  for  C.  J.  Ander- 
son, a prominent  grocer  of  Portland.  There 
he  learned  the  principles  and  details  upon 
which  a most  successful  commercial  career  was 
begun.  He  remained  with  Mr.  Anderson  until 
1885.  On  March  1,  of  that  year,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  C.  A.  Ahlquist,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Ahlquist  & Allison,  and  until 
1891  this  firm  conducted  a very  properous  gro- 
cerv  business  in  Portland.  Mr.  Allison  then 
withdrew  and  bought  out  the  business  of  Mr. 
Standish,  ait  No.  31  Main  street,  Middletown, 
beginning  business  in  that  city  October  21, 
1891.  He  enjoys  the  confidence  of  a large 
acquaintance  in  that  and  surrounding  towns, 
and  has  built  up  a very  satisfactory  trade,  cater- 
ing to  the  good  people  of  the  city.  His  store 
is  a model  one,  and  his  integrity  is  unques- 
tioned. He  alsoi  does  a good  business  in 
steamship  tickets  and  foreign  money  orders, 
representing  all  the  leading  transatlantic  steam- 
ship lines. 

On  September  25,  1886,  Mr.  Allison  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  S.  Ogren,  also  a native  of 
Sweden,  born  in  Koping  March  6,  1866.  Her 
father,  A.  P.  Ogren,  came  to1  this  country  in 
August,  1881,  and  settled  in  Portland,  where 
he  died  from  injuries  received  by  an  accident 
in  the  Brownstone  quarry,  in  September,  1882. 
His  widow  still  survives,  and  is  living  in  Mid- 
dletown. They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: Mrs.  Allison;  Frida;  Edward;  Esther: 

and  Nanny  (deceased  wife  of  J.  T.  Anderson). 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allison  have  one  son,  Carl  Ed- 
ward, born  May  6,  1891. 

From  boyhood  Mr.  Allison  has  taken  a 
great  interest  in  temperance  and  religious 
work.  During  his  stay  in  Portland  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  and 
for  many  years  teacher  and  organist  of  the 
Sunday-school.  Since  its  organization  in 
1891  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Swedish 


Lutheran  Church  of  Middletown,  and  during 
the  same  period  has  been  its:  organist  and  choir 
leader,  besides  serving  the  church  in  other  ca- 
pacities. He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Tem- 
ple Carl  15th,  in  Portland,  a Temperance  So- 
ciety that  at  one  time  was  very  flourishing,  and 
did  a good  work.  For  several  years  he  was 
deputy  of  the  Templars  of  Temperance  for  the 
State  of  Connecticut.  Shortly  after  he  came 
to  Middletown  he  organized  Scandia  Tem- 
ple, T.  of  T.,  a society  that  now  occupies  the 
old  Temple  of  Honor  hall,  and  represents  the 
temperance  work  among  the  Swedish  people. 
Mr.  Allison  is  also  a member  of  the  “Kronan” 
Sick  Help'  Society,  the  first  society  organized 
among  the  Swedish  people  in  the  city;  it  is  of 
a most  praiseworthy  character,  having  ex- 
pended thousands  of  dollars  among  its  mem- 
bers in  times  of  sickness. 

On  November  17,  1885,  Mr.  Allison  be- 
came a citizen  of  the  United  States.  His  po- 
litical faith  has  always  been  that  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  is  a member  and  treasurer 
of  the  Swedish  American  Republican  Club  of 
Middletown,  which  has  a large  membership. 
Mr.  Allison  has  had  in  his  life  a,  hard  row  to 
hoe ; difficulties  that  seemed  almost  insurmount- 
able confronted  him,  but  he  has  been  brave  and 
courageous,  and  with  the  aid  of  his  faithful 
wife,  who1  has  been  a great  help  to!  him,  has 
worked  his  way  through  successfully,  and  his 
skies  are  now  bright. 

NOYES.  The  first  member  of  the  Noyes 
family  of  whom  we  have  any  authentic  record 
is  Rev.  Tames  Noyes,  who'  was  born  in  1608, 
in  Choulderton,  or  as  Burke  has  it,  Chaldring- 
ton,  in  Wiltshire,  England.  His  father  was 
a minister  and  schoolmaster  in  that  town,  and 
had  a high  reputation  for  learning.  The  moth- 
er was  a sister  of  Rev.  Robert  Parker,  the 
eminent  Puritan  divine,  who  had  a son  Rob- 
ert, and  he  and  Rev.  James  Noyes,  and  the  lat- 
ter’s brother,  Nicholas  Noyes,  came  to  Ameri- 
ca in  1634.  Shortly  before  Rev.  James  Noyes 
left  England  he  was  married  to  Sarah,  the  eld- 
est daughter  of  Joseph  Brown,  of  Southamp- 
ton, England,  and  very  soon  after  his  arrival, 
he  was  invited  to  become  the  minister  at  Mys- 
tic, now  New  Bedford,  Mass.  He  remained 
there  one  year.  He  was  then  invited  to  be- 
come the  minister  at  Watertown,  but  this  call 
he  felt  obliged  to  decline,  as  his  resignation 
had  been  made  to  enable  him  to1  carry  out  his 
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purpose  of  being  associated  with  his  cousin, 
Rev.  Mr.  Parker,  and  other  friends  who  came 
over  with  him  from  England,  and  who  were 
then  making  a settlement  at  Newbury.  Mr. 
Parker  was  chosen  minister,  and  he  was  a 
faithful  pastor  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
and  died  in  his  forty-eighth  year.  “He  was 
much  esteemed  and  honored  in  the  country  and 
his  death  was  much  bewailed.’’  Rev.  James 
Noyes  was  chosen  his  colleague.  He  and  his 
wife,  Sarah  Brown,  had  six  sons  and  two 
daughters  born  to-  them,  all  of  whom  lived  to 
become  heads  of  families.  His  eldest  son, 

(II)  James  Noyes,  was  born  March  n, 
1640,  in  Newbury,  graduated  at  Harvard  in 
1659,  and  began  his  ministerial  work  in  Sto-n- 
ington,  Conn.,  having  been  ordained  in  the 
Stonington  Congregational  Church,  September 
10,  1674.  He  died  December  30,  1719.  His 

! wife  was  Dorothy  Stanton,  of  Stonington, 
Conn.,  to  whom  he  was  married  September  1 1, 
1674.  H'is  brother  Nicholas  was  also  gradu- 
ated at  Plarvard,  and  settled  in  Salem  as  a min- 
ister, where  he  died.  He  preached  in  Haddam 
before  settling  in  Salem.  The  town  engaged 
, him  February  8,  1668,  but  he  declined  to-  settle 
permanently  in  the  town,  although  every  in- 
ducement was  made  to  bring  this  about,  as  the 
people  greatly  desired  him  to  remain.  He 
was  an  active  chaplain  of  the  Connecticut 
troops  under  Major  Treat.  He  probably  left 
Haddam  in  1682,  and  was  ordained  the  next 
year  at  Salem,  Mass.  His  brother,  Moses, 
was  graduated  at  Harvard,  and  was  the  min- 
ister at  Lyme,  Conn.,  where  he  preached  twen- 
ty-seven years  before  the  church  could  be 
formed,  and  he  died  November  10,  1729,  aged 
j eighty-six  years. 

(III)  Joseph  Noyes,  son  of  Rev.  James, 
was  born  in  1688.  He  was  graduated  at  Yale 
in  1709.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  and  within 
a year  after  receiving  his  first  degree,  lie  be- 
came a tutor,  continuing  in  this  line  of  work 
five  years.  He  was  ordained  in  New  Haven 
in  1716,  and  was  minister  of  the  Center  Con- 
gregational Church.  lie  died  in  1761,  aged 
seventy-three  years,  and  was  buried  under  the 
Center  Church.  His  wife  was  Abigail  Picr- 
pont. 

(IV)  John  Noyes,  son  of  Joseph,  was  grad- 
uated at  Yale  in  1756,  and  was  licensed  t « » 
preach  May  31,  1757.  He  married  Mary  Fish, 
of  Stonington,  Conn.,  who  was  horn  November 
16,  1736.  Her  mother  was  a great-grand 
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daughter  of  John  Alden,  of  the  “Mayflower.” 
Rev.  John  Noyes  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-two. 
The  children  born  to  him  and  his  wife  Mary 
(Fish)  were:  Rebecca,  born  November  22, 

1 75 9,  who  died  at  Stonington,  May  14,  1760; 
Joseph,  born  February  14,  1761;  John,  born 
August  27,  1762;  and  James,  born  August  4, 
1764. 

(V)  Rev.  James  Noyes,  the  grandfather 
of  Miss  Cornelia  B.,  bom  August  4,  1764.  in 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  died  February  18.  1844. 
He  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1782.  and  for 
forty-eight  years  was  pastor  at  Wallingford, 
Conn.,  where  he  died.  On  December  31, 
1787,  he  married  Ann  Holbrook,  born  in  Der- 
by, Conn.,  January  22,  1769,  who  died  Janu- 
ary 1,  1838.  Their  children  were  : Catherine; 
Ann,  who  married  Dr.  John  Andrews,  of  Wall- 
ingford, Conn. ; James  ; Mary ; Sally,  who  mar- 
ried Rev.  Zolva  Whitmore,  of  North  Guilford, 
Conn.;  Rev.  James,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
born  December  8,  1798,  who  died*October  11, 
1869;  Cornelia;  Esther,  who  married  William 
Andrews,  of  Plainville,  Ohio;  Abigail:  Eu- 
nice; Joseph  Fish,  who  died  November  16, 
1888,  the  last  of  the  generation ; John ; Cather- 
ine; and  Flarriet. 

(VI)  Rev.  James  Noyes  was  one  of  the 

finest  specimens  of  Christian  manhood  who 
ever  passed  away  in  this  locality.  On  Septem- 
ber 11,  1833,  he  married  Esther  Irene  Walk- 
ley,  daughter  of  James  Walkley,  born  in  I lad- 
dam,  May  27,  1809,  died  December  9.  189b. 
To  this  union  came:  Cornelia  Beelie,  born 

September  10,  1834,  and  Seldon  Walkley.  bom 
September  1,  1845.  The  latter  died  July  12. 
1897.  On  October  21,  1885.  he  married 
Emma  Louisa  Price,  born  June  3,  1851.  lie 
completed  the  Freshman  year  at  Wesleyan 
University,  but  owing  to  ill  health  did  not  re- 
turn. Hater  he  entered  the  Universitv  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  graduated  from  the  Medi- 
cal Department  in  1868.  Locating  at  Middle- 
town,  he  practiced  his  profession  for  a short 
time,  but  soon  discontinued  his  practice,  owing 
to  impaired  health,  and  took  a trip  to  Cali- 
fornia. Upon  his  return,  his  mother  desiring 
verv  much  that  he  should  lx”  near  home,  he  ac- 
cepted the  responsible  position  of  confidential 
clerk  for  the  Higganum  Manufacturing  C<  m- 
pany,  with  which  he  continued  for  seventeen 
years. 

Rev.  James  Noves  will  long  l>e  remembered 
by  tbe  people  of  Connecticut,  through  which 
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State  his  ministry  of  many  years  extended. 
He  loved  his  work,  and  as  far  as  delicate  health 
permitted,  served  in  the  ministry  with  great 
acceptableness.  Three  years  before  his  death 
he  was  stricken  with  paralysis,  during  that  long 
time  being  almost  helpless,  but  his  patience  and 
sweet  resignation  taught  a lesson  of  true  Chris- 
tianity to  all  who  were  privileged  to  come  with- 
in his  influence.  The  death  of  this  good  man 
took  place  in  Haddam,  Conn.,.  October  n, 
1869,  when  he  was  in  the  seventy-first  year  of 
his  age. 

L.  L.  BROOKS.  Among  the  old  families 
of  Moodus,  Middlesex  county,  whose  histories 
are  interwoven  with  that  of  the  town,  is  the 
one  of  which  our  subject,  L.  L.  Brooks,  is  a 
worthy  representative.  He  was  born  in  the 
town  of  East  Haddam,  this  county,  May  27, 
1851,  a son  of  Jasper  S.  Brooks. 

Asa  Brooks,  his  grandfather,  was  a most 
worthy  man,  feared  a large  family,  and  passed 
away,  high  in  the  esteem  of  those  with  whom 
he  had  been  associated. 

Jasper  S.  Brooks,  son  of  Asa,  and  father  of 
L.  L.,  early  married  Harriet  Chapman,  daugh- 
ter of  Elijah  Chapman,  and  in  his  choice  dis- 
played good  judgment,  as  this  remarkable 
woman  not  only  reared  a good-sized  family, 
and  attended  to'  her  household  duties,  but  also 
wove  and  spun  clothing,  carpets,  etc.  Their 
children  were  : E.  Chapman  ; Asa  E. ; Har- 

riet M.,  who  married  S.  S.  Carter  ; one  that 
died  in  infancy ; and  L.  L. 

L.  L.  Brooks  attended  the  Red  Lane  Dis- 
trict school,  the  select  school  in  the  village, 
and  also  Suffield  Academy.  Returning  home,  he 
engaged  in  farming,  relieving  his  father  of 
various  duties,  and  so>  continued  until  the  age 
of  thirty,  when  he  purchased  the  teaming 
business  of  S.  S.  Carter,  and  has  since  been 
engaged  in  that  line,  hauling  supplies  for  the 
various  mills  along  the  river.  In  addition  to 
his  well-managed  business,  Mr.  Brooks  owns 
a finely  cultivated  farm  of  fifty  acres,  the  ex- 
cellent condition  of  which  testifies  to  his  skill 
as  a farmer. 

On  May  28,  1875,  Mr.  Brooks  married 
Ellagene  Emily,  a daughter  of  Joseph  Emily, 
born  February  7,  1853.  Joseph  Emily  was  a 
native  of  Carlisle,  England,  where  he  was 
married  to  Tamer  Ivison ; shortly  afterward  he 
came  to  America,  settling  first  in  Marlboro, 
and  later  in  Moodus.  He  died  December  8, 


1888,  and  his  wife  December  9,  1898.  Mrs. 
Emily  was  a Baptist,  and  she  and  her  husband 
both  contributed  to'  the  support  of  that  church. 

Politically  Mr.  Brooks  is  a stanch  Republi- 
can, and  has  served  on  the  school  committee. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  attend  the  Baptist  Church 
of  Moodus,  of  which  they  are  liberal  support- 
ers. Mr.  Brooks  is  a member  of  Columbia 
Lodge,  No.  3,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  with  his  wife 
belongs  to  the  Grange.  In  addition  to'  their 
pleasant  home  in  Moodus,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brooks  own  a cottage  at  Ridgewood,  on  the 
Sound,  where  during  the  summer  they  enjoy 
the  ocean  breezes  and  dispense  a liberal  hos- 
pitality to  their  friends. 

WINTHROP  BAILEY  HALLOCK, 
M.  D.,  deceased.  It  would  be  difficult,  perhaps 
impossible  to  find  a better  illustration  of  the 
perfect  physician  than  was  shown  in  the  career 
of  the  subject  of  this  biography.  Dr.  Ha, llock 
was  born  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  February  2,  1838, 
son  of  Samuel  Titus  and  Sarah  (Bailey)  Hal- 
loek,  and  was  a descendant  through  his  father 
of  Peter  Hallock,  who  landed  at  Hallock’s 
Neck,  Long  Island,  in  1640;  through  his  mou- 
ther he  came  from  the  Stanwoods,  of  the  State 
of  Maine. 

After  acquiring  his  literary  education  at 
Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Hallock  studied  medi- 
cine at  the  University  of  New  York  and  Long 
Island  Hospital  Medical  College,  graduating 
from  the  latter  in  1864.  From  1862  to  1865 
he  served  as  medical  cadet  and  assistant  sur- 
geon in  the  United  States  army,  stationed  at 
hospitals  located  at  Central  Park  and  on  Da- 
vid's Island,  also  at  Fortress  Monroe.  During 
this  period  he  was  intimately  associated  with 
the  late  Dr.  Edward  C.  Seguin,  the  eminent 
nerve  specialist ; Dr.  Thomas  R.  Pooley,  the 
distinguished  oculist  of  New  York  City;  and 
Dr.  John  Van  Duyn,  a prominent  surgeon  of 
Syracuse.  The  close  friendship  thus  formed 
between  these  clever  men  continued  unbroken 
and  undiminished  until  terminated  by  death. 
Dr.  Seguin,  his  most  intimate  friend,  was  the 
first  to  go,  his  death  being  a great  personal 
blow  toi  Dr.  Hallock. 

After  the  war  Dr.  Hallock  returned  to 
Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  for  a time,  later  going  to 
New  York  City,  where  he  began  to  practice 
with  his  uncle,  Dr.  Robert  T.  Hallock.  At 
the  opening  of  the  Connecticut  Hospital  for  the 
Insane  he  accepted  the  position  of  first  assist- 
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ant  physician  to  that  institution,  which  he  re- 
tained until  1877,  when  he  established  “Crom- 
well Hall,”  a sanitarium  for  nervous  diseases, 
situated  on  Prospect  Hall,  Cromwell,  Conn.,  a 
beautiful  location  in  the  Connecticut  Valley. 

Dr.  Hallock  was  a member  of  the  American 
Medico-Psychological  Society,  the  New  Eng- 
land Psychological  Society,  and  the  Connecti- 
cut Medical  Society,  and  was  the  author  of 
several  pamphlets  upon  insanity,  and  the  care 
of  the  insane,  the  one  best  known  being  a pa- 
per upon  “The  Cottage  System  for  the  In- 
sane,” which  appeared  in  the  New  York  Medi- 
cal Journal , and  in  several  other  publications. 

On  January  20.  1858,  Dr.  Hallock  married 
Mary  Kirkwood,  daughter  of  Col.  William 
Kent,  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  and  widow  of  Dr. 
Joel  Shew,  brother  of  Dr.  Abram  Marvin 
Shew,  the  first  superintendent  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Hospital  for  the  Insane.  Dr.  Hallock’s 
wife  and  two  children  survive  him.  Dr.  Frank 
Kirkwood  Hallock  was  born  August  t8,  i860, 
and  on  May  7,  1890,  married  Miss  Kate  Camp 
Avery,  daughter  of  the  late  Abraham  Avery, 
of  the  firm  of  Rand  & Avery,  of  Boston.  So 
long  associated  with  his  father  in  his  studies, 
discoveries  and  practice,  he  continues  as  medi- 
cal director  of  the  great  institution  founded  by 
his  parent,  admitting  now,  however,  no  insane 
patients,  but  only  nervous  invalids,  while  his 
brother-in-law,  William  Powell  Couch,  of  Du- 
buque, Iowa,  assumed  the  business  manage- 
ment after  Dr.  Plallock’s  unexpected  death. 

This  retreat  is  like  a bright,  happy  home, 
unique  in  its  management,  Mrs.  Hallock  as- 
sisting in  the  work  which  her  capacity  and 
cheering  personality  renders  successful.  No 
words  of  praise  can  measure  the  good  work  of 
this  sanitarium.  Dr.  Hallock  was  preeminent- 
ly fitted  by  nature  and  education  to  earn  it  on. 
True  to  his  Quaker  ancestry,  he  was  a man  of 
few  words  and  retiring  in  disposition,  but  firm, 
most  patient  and  much  beloved  by  those  who 
care  to  known  him  intimately. 

Though  an  ardent  Republican,  the  Doctor 
always  declined  political  offices,  but  he  showed 
his  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  Cromwell 
bv  becoming  one  of  the  moving  spirits  in  the 
Village  Improvement  Society,  and  when  the 
first  Good  Road  association  was  formed  be 
was  chosen  president,  and  ''till  held  the  office 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Dr.  Hallock’s  death,  which  was  the  result 
of  a stroke  of  apoplexy,  occurred  at  the  "Mau- 


1 hattan  Hotel,”  New  York  City,  September  24, 

1 1898.  Devoted  to  the  institution  he  had 
founded,  he  put  his  life  into  the  work,  giving 
all  his  energies  to  the  betterment  of  his  pa- 
tients. Plis  earnest,  kindly  spirit  and  quiet 
strength  were  imparted  to  all  those  about  him, 
and  his  power  to  calm  and  influence  the  mental 
state  of  others  wras  most  remarkable.  As  a 
1 medico-legal  expert,  he  was  frequently 
brought  before  the  public  in  cases  where  the 
most  thorough  knowledge  was  required,  and 
as  a citizen  he  ever  considered  it  a pleasure  to 
give  means,  time  and  strength  to  objects  wor- 
thy of  his  attention.  As  a physician  he  was  re- 
garded as  an  unquestionable  authority,  while 
in  the  inner  circle  of  his  home  he  received,  as 
he  deserved,  almost  idolatrous  affection. 

ORLANDO  BURR,  the  able  and  efficient 
superintendent  of  the  immense  plant  of  the 
D.  & H.  Scovil  Company,  located  at  Hig- 
ganum,  Middlesex  county,  was  bom  March 
1,  1847,  in  die  Burr  District.  Haddam.  and 
comes  of  an  old  Connecticut  family. 

Benjamin  Burr,  the  emigrant  ancestor, 
came  from  England  with  his  family  as  early 
as  1635,  and  settled  in  Hartford,  where  he 
was  one  of  the  first  proprietors.  Some  writers 
think  that  he  may  have  con  e here  as  earlv  as 
1630,  and  was  one  of  the  800  who  came  in  the 
V inthrop  fleet  in  June  of  that  vear.  lie  was 
a freeman  in  1658.  He  was  prominent  and 
one  of  the  leading  n on  of  his  times — a thrifty, 
well-to-do  settler,  accumulating  a go<xl  deal  of 
property,  and  owning  land  and  houses  through- 
out the  Colony.  He  died  at  Hartford  March 
31,  1681.  Ilis  wife’s  name  was  Anna. 

Samuel  Burr,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born  in 
England,  and  was  made  a freeman  at  Hart- 
ford in  M ay,  it  >38.  I be  name  of  bis  w ile  is 

unknown.  He  died  September  29.  if>8_\ 

Jonathan  Burr,  sou  of  Samuel,  was  lx>rn 
in  Hartford  in  1071).  ami  came  to  Middle- 
town,  Conn.  He  died  January  1.  1735.  His 
wile,  Abigail  Hubbard,  was  ln*rn  in  1 ( >86. 

I heir  children  were:  Marv,  Ebemver,  Jona- 

than, Nathaniel,  Elizabeth.  Abigail.  Thankful 
and  Hannah. 

Nathaniel  Burr,  son  of  Jonathan,  was 
born  March  23.  1 ~ 1 in  Middletown,  and 

died  Scptcmlx'r  12.  1802.  He  settled  at  Had- 
dam. lie  was  twice  married,  but  the  name 
of  his  first  wife  is  unknown.  The  children 
by  this  marriage  were  Sarah  and  Samuel.  On 
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August  19,  1743,  he  married  (second)  Sarah 
Porter,  who  was  born  October  28,  1724.  Tiheir 
children  wtere  Benjamin,  Joseph,  Nathaniel 
(2),  Jonathan,  Martha,  Stephen,  Fhebe  and 
David. 

Benjamin  Burr,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Orlando,  was  born  in  Haddam  July  26,  1746, 
and  died  there  April  6,  1833.  He  rrlarried 
Elizabeth  Platt,  of  Saybrook,  Conn,.,  who  was 
born  April  9,  1749,  and  died  February  16, 
1839.  Their  children  were:  (1)  Martha,  born 
February  8,  1779,  married  her  cousin,  Nathan- 
iel Burr.  (2)  Noah  P.,  born  June  12,  1780, 
was  the  grandfather  of  Orlando  Burr,  of  Hig- 
gan.um.  (3)  Benjamin  (2),  born  June  6, 
1781,  died  Mdy  26,  1858.  In  1804  he  mar- 
ried Jelphia  Davis,  who-  was  born  in  1787, 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Ruth  (Kelsey)  Da- 
vis, of  Killingworth,  Conn.  About  1805  he 
removed  to  Linden,  N.  Y.  Their  children 
were  Louisa,  born  October  27,  1807,  who'  died 
unmarried  December  22,  1841 ; Belinda  Ruth', 
born  July  4,  1810,  who  married  December  26,. 
1833,  Van  Rensselaer  Watters;  John,  born 
March  31,  1812,  whoi  was  married  February 
2,  1834,  to*  Margaret  J.  Backers,  and  was  a 
pioneer  from  Linden,  N.  Y.,  to  settle  in  the 
wilderness  now  known  as  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  a leading  man  and  prominent  citi- 
zen ; and  Clarissa,  born  August  24,  1815,  died 
June  29,  1851,  who  married  in  February,  1850, 
John  Osborn  (they1  had  no  children).  (4) 
Nathan,  born  August  2,  1783,  died  March  10,, 
1850,  at  Sacramento,  Cal.  On  Mlarch  7,  1811, 
he  married  Chloe  Clark.  He  removed  to  Lin- 
den, N.  Y.,  and  from  there  went  to,  Sacra- 
mento, Cal.,  with  his  wife,  son  Charles,  and  a 
young  son.  This  latter  child  died  on  the  voy- 
age, by  sea,  and  another  was  born  while  on  the 
ship,  who  was  named  John  Atlantic.  The  wife 
of  Nathan  Burr  died  May  13,  1863.  She  was 
a daughter  of  Rev.  John  Clark,  a Baptist  min- 
ister of  Linden,  N.  Y.,  who' married  them.  (5) 
David,  born  October  1,  1788,  died  December 
4,  1874.  He  married  Polly  Blatchley,  of  Had- 
dam, and  they  had  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. (6)  Asa,,  born  in  1792,  died  at  Haddam 
March  20,  1872.  He  married  Flora  Kelsey,  of 
Killingworth,  Conn.,  and  they  had  three  sons 
and  two  daughters. 

Noah  P.  Burr,  born  June  12,  1780,  in  Hlad- 
dam,  married  Rebecca  Buckley,  of  Saybrook, 
Conn.,  and  resided  in  the  Burr  District,  town 
of  Haddam,  where  he  was  engaged  in  exten- 


sive farming  and  lumbering  enterprises.  His 
land  holdings  comprised  some  400  acres,  heav- 
ily timbered,  but  later  well  cultivated.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Burr  favored  the  Democratic  party, 
but  he  was  never  active  enough  in  its  ranks  to 
desire  office.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mrs,  Burr  was 
born  November  15,  1788,  and  died  April  18, 
1878.  Mr.  Burr  died  April  28,  1857.  They 
had  the  following  named  children  : Jared,  who 
was  murdered  while  on  his  way  to,  Chester  to 
take  passage  for  New  York  to  buy  goods  ; Hor- 
ace, a physician  in  Wilmington,  Del. ; Sarah  E., 
a music  teacher,  of  Mtisic  Vale,  Conn. ; Noah, 
the  father  of  our  subject;  Rebecca  P.,  Mrs. 
Ely;  and  Edward. 

Noah  Burr  was  born  in  Januarv,  1822,  and 
grew  up  on  the  old  farm,  receiving  a good 
common-school  education.  He  married  for  his 
first  wife  Polly  Kelsey,  whoi  was  born  in  1826, 
a daughter  of  Willis  and  Charlotte  (Lane) 
Kelsey,  and  died  in  1863.  Grandfather  Kelsey 
was  born  in  1800,  and  died  in  1880 ; he  was  en- 
gaged in  milling  and  lumbering  quite  exten- 
sively. Noah  Burr  bought  property  near  the 
old  homestead,  about  300  acres,  fifty  of  which 
he  cultivated,  and  he  also-  engaged  in  lumber- 
ing, having  markets  on  the  river  and  along  the 
shores  for  his  products,  principally  ship'  timber, 
in  the  early  days  dealing  in  that  entirely.  His 
death  occurred  in  January,  1892.  Politically 
he  was  always  a strong  Democrat,  and  he  rep- 
resented his  community  in  the  Legislature  two 
successive  terms.  Thirty  years  ago-  his  name 
on  a committee  carried  great  weight.  He  had 
been  selectman  and  held  all  the  local  offices, 
and  was  considered  a leading  politician  and 
citizen.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burr  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church.  By  his  first 
wife  Mr.  Burr  had  children  as  follows  : Or- 

lando, our  subject;  Horace,  formerly  of  Win- 
chester Center,  Conn.,  now  of  Agawam,  Mass.; 
Willis,  who,  died  in  1894,  in  Middletown, 
Conn. ; M'ary  J.,  deceased;  Ella,  a graduate  of 
the  Wesleyan  University,  a professional  nurse, 
now  located  in  New  York  City;  Rosabella,  who 
married  Austin  C.  Burr,  of  West  Haddam; 
Buckley,  of  Long  Island,  who  is  married ; and 
Abby,  a professional  nurse,  a graduate  of  a 
New  Haven  hospital.  All  these  married  but 
Mary  J.,  Ella  and  Abby-  To  Mr.  Burr’s  sec- 
ond marriage,  with  Amelia  Bonfoey,  one  child 
was  born,  James  A.,  a farmer  and  lumberman, 
of  West  Haddam,  who  married  Jennie  Tyler. 
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Orlando  Burr  attended  the  common  schools 
at  Haddam,  and  later  attended  a business  col- 
lege in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  from  which  he 
graduated  on  completing  the  course.  Return- 
ing home,  he  entered  the  employ  of  D.  & H. 
Scovil,  of  Higganum,  as  a bookkeeper,  and  so 
marked  was  his  aptitude  for  the  work  that  he 
finally  was  made  superintendent,  in  which  re- 
sponsible position  be  is  still  retained. 

On  May  18,  1882,  Mr.  Burr  was  married  to 
Clara  E.  Neff,  daughter  of  Oliver  C.  and  Au- 
gusta (Bailey)  Neff,  of  Higganum ; she  was 
born  July  31  ^ 1857.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burr 
have  come : Eugene  Orlando,  born  April  7, 

1883,  who'  was  graduated  from  the  Middle- 
town  high  school,  and  attended  the  Morse  Busi- 
ness College,  of  Hartford;  and  Ethel  C.,  born 
July  5,  1887,  a pupil  of  the  Middletown  high 
school,  class  of  1905. 

Mr.  Burr  is  interested  in  politics,  voting 
somewhat  as  his  conscience  dictates,  and  does 
not  desire  political  preferment,  having  twice-re- 
fused the  nomination  for  representative.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  of  which  he  is  a trustee  and 
steward.  Steadfast,  straightforward  in  his 
business,  devout  in  religion,  and  conscientious 
in  politics,  Mr.  Burr  can  well  be  cited  as  an 
example  to  those  who  are  starting  to  work  their 
way  upward. 

STARKEY.  One  of  the  oldest  and  most 
respected  among  the  prominent  families  of 
Connecticut,  particularly  in  the  locality  of  Say- 
brook  and  Dee])  River,  is  the  Starkey  family. 
Among  the  early  ancestors  we  find  the  names 
of  John  and  Mary,  whose  son  Timothy  was 
three  times  married,  first  to  Rachel  Bushnell, 
by  which  marriage  were  born  : Timothy,  who 
died  in  1849;  Polly,  Mrs.  Griswold,  who  died 
in  1833;  and  Currence,  Mrs.  Pratt,  who  died 
in  1848,  aged  seventy-eight.  By  his  second 
marriage,  to  Hepsibah  Pratt,  were  bom  : I Io- 
nian, who  died  in  1832;  Felix,  who  died  in 
1856,  in  Essex;  Alpheus,  who  died  in  i860: 
Hepsibah,  Mrs.  Williams,  who  died  in  1829; 
and  Rachel,  Mrs.  Parker,  who  died  in  1834. 
By  his  third  wife,  Chloe,  he  had  no  children. 

Alpheus  Starkey,  son  of  Timothy,  was 
born  in  Old  Saybrook,  where  he  lived,  and 
there  married  Ruth  Shipman  Southworth,  Jan 
nary  3,  1820.  They  reared  the  following 
named  children  : Niles  Pratt,  horn  in  1820,  first 


married  Jane  Kirkham,  and  for  his  second  wife 
married  Judith  C.  Moore,  who  died  in  1854; 
Nathaniel  Alpheus,  born  in  1821,  married 
Electa  Amelia  Hayden,  and  died  in  1865 ; 
Felix  is  mentioned  below.  Late  in  life  Alpheus 
Starkey  engaged  in  combmaking  in  Meriden, 
Conn.,  and  later  in  Deep  River.  He  died 
March  25,  i860,  in  Deep  River.  His  wife  died 
February  10,  1841.  - 

Felix  Starkey  was  born  September  23, 
1823,  and  died  August  11,  1866.  He  early  en- 
tered a sawmill  in  Deep  River,  as  bookkeqier, 
and  later  became  the  owner  of  the  Deep  River 
Lumber  Company,  the  firm  becoming  Stevens, 
Starkey  & Co.,  who  carried  on  busint  ss  su  :<  ess- 
fullv  until  Mr.  Starkey’s  death.  The  mill  was 
built  by  Stevens  & South  worth.  Mr.  Starkey 
was  considered  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
the  community,  and  was  prominently  identified 
with  politics,  as  a stanch  adherent  to  Repub- 
lican principles.  He  was  highly  regarded  in 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  for  a number  of 
years  been  worshipful  master  of  Trinity  Lodge, 
No.  43,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  in  Deep  River.  His 
religious  connection  was  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  his  widow  holds  member- 
ship in  the  church  of  that  denomination  in  Deep 
River. 

On  January  3,  1847,  Mr.  Starkey  married 
Jennette  Catherine  Gladding,  who  was  b<  rn  Oc- 
tober 3.  1825,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah 
(Southworth)  Gladding,  of  Old  Saybrook. 

The  Gladding  family  is  an  old  and  promi- 
nent one  in  New  England.  John  Gladding  lived 
in  Deep  River,  was  a carpenter,  and  carried  on 
this  business,  building  houses.  He  was  inter- 
ested in  his  town  and  its  affairs,  and  was  much 
respected.  He  was  not  a man  of  robust  health, 
and  died  in  his  fifty-second  vear.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Ilis 
wife.  Hannah  Southworth,  was  the  daughter 
of  Levi  and  Mary  Southworth,  of  Haddam. 
The  children  of  this  worthy  couple  were:  ( 1 ) 

John,  born  July  1,  181 8.  married  Nancy  Buck- 
ingham, of  Essex,  and  died  in  November,  1807. 
They  had  five  children— Frank  F.  is  deceased; 
Marv  Isabelle  is  deceased:  lennette  Starkey  is 
deceased:  Frank,  who  reside-'  in  Middletown, 
Conn.,  married  Sylvia  Rraincrd.  of  Fast  Had- 
dam,  who  died  leaving  one  child.  Rena;  Har- 
riet Ellen,  bom  July  8.  i8;r.  married  Wilbur 
Harris,  of  Deep  River,  and  ha-  five  children, 
May  (who  married  Clayton  Dense,  of  Chester) 


824 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Archie,  Hazel,  Orra  and  Donald.  (2)  Mary 
is  deceased.  (3)  Jennette  C.  is  the  widow  of 
our  subject. 

To  Felix  and  Jennette  C.  Starkey  came  two 
children:  (1)  Mary  Isabella,  born  June  24, 

1858,  married,  Mlarch  11,  1891,  Frank  M. 
Howard,  a carriagemaker  of  Deep  River.  Mrs. 
Howard  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of 
Say'brook,  and  at  the  Hayden  Hall  Institute, 
Windsor,  Conn.  From  childhood  she  has  had 
a great  love  for  music.  She  early  received  in- 
struction from  Miss  Jennie  Rogers,  of  Deep 
River ; was  several  years  a:  pupil  in  piano  study 
of  the  -well  known  Prof.  Leavens,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  later  devoted  three  years  to  the  or- 
gan, receiving  instructions  from  S.  Clarke 
Lord,  of  Hartford.  She  is  now  the  efficient 
organist  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Deep 
River,  and  also  devotes  much  time  to  the  teach- 
ing of  the  piano,  having  deservedly  a large  pat- 
ronage in  Deep  River  and  neighboring  towns. 
Her  thorough  training,  combined  with  original 
methods,  has  made  Mrs.  Howard  one  of  the 
most  successful  teachers  of  the  pianoi  in  Middle- 
sex county.  (2)  Felix,  born  August  28,  1866, 
is  in  the  employ  of  Pratt,  Read  & Co.,  at  Deep 
River,  and  resides  with  his  mother,  whoi  occu- 
pies the  homestead  on  Main  street.  He  is  a 
member  of  Webb  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Deep 
River.  Every  man  who  has  occasion  toi  “fall 
in”  and  march  has  a lively  appreciation  of  the 
merits  of  a thoroughly  well  trained  and  well 
drilled  drum  corps,  and  Deep*  River  has  one  of 
which  the  citizens  are  proud,  the  leader  and 
teacher  of  which  is  Felix  Starkey.  It  is  de- 
servedly popular,  and  is  in  much  demand,  and 
its  splendid  playing  is  fully  appreciated  at  home 
and  abroad. 

The  marriage  of  Mrs.  Starkey’s  daughter 
toi  Frank  M.  Howard  made  another  connection 
with  an  old  and  well  known  family.  Spencer 
C.  Howard,  the  father  of  Frank  M.,  was  a na- 
tive of  Waterford,  Conn.,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried to>  Mary  Ann  Smith.  She  survived  him, 
and  later  married  Mathew  Murdock,  of  West- 
brook. Mr.  Howard  died  in  1876.  His  fam- 
ily consisted  of  : Cyrene,  who1  married  Charles 
Lyon,  of  New  London,  Conn. ; Frank  M.,  born 
September  6,  T862,  in  Niantic,  Conn.;  Her- 
bert, of  Hartford ; and  Myron,  of  Lewiston, 
Maine.  Frank  M.  Howard  learned  the  car- 
riagemaking trade  in  Lyme,  and  when  a young 
man  came  to  Deep1  River,  where  he  opened  up 
a large  carriage  manufactory.  He  is  a Repub- 


lican in  politics,  but  desires  no  office,  and  soci- 
ally is  a valued  member  of  Webb  Lodge,  I.  O. 

O.  F.  In  religious  connection  he  is  a consistent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Deep 
River. 

GEORGE  BANCROFT  FRENCFI,  who 
occupies  the  important  and  responsible  posi- 
tion of  foreman  in  the  piano  and  organ  key  de- 
partment of  The  Comstock,  Cheney  & Co.,  of  'i 
Ivoryton,  Middlesex  county,  has  an  ancestry 
which  can  be  traced  back  to  the  time  of  the 
landing  of  the  Pilgrims  from  that  stanch  little 
ship,  the  “Mayflower.” 

James  French,  who  was  the  grandfather 
of  George  B.,  was  born  October  1,  1766,  in  | 
Tewksbury,  Mass.,  and  died  at  Portland, 
Maine,  in  1820.  All  his  life  he  followed  the 
trade  of  builder  and  joiner.  He  married 
Abigail  Fletcher,  who  was  born  in  Ipswich, 
Mass.,  in  1765,  and  died  July  25,  1827,  in  i 
Norway,  Maine.  The  children  born  of  that 
marriage  were : Tames,  Jacob,  Abigail,  Esther,  j; 
Sarah,  Charles  (the  father  of  George  B.), 
George,  Alice  and  Clarissa. 

Charles  French  was  born  September  7, 
1796,  in  Peckasfield,  Mass.,  and  there  grew  to 
young  manhood.  Shortly  before  becoming  of 
age  he  removed  to  Norway,  Maine,  where  he 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  then  went 
to  Portland,  where  he  found  employment  in 
shipbuilding  with  Nathan  Howe,  his  father- 
in-law.  T|he  partners  carried  on  tire  shipbuild- 
ing business  very  extensively  for  about  eight- 
een years,  Mr.  French  also'  becoming  inter- 
ested in  the  grocery  business.  At  one  time 
he  had  interests  in  three  .stores,  stock  and 
buildings,  but  because  of  poor  health  he  dis- 
posed of  his  mercantile  business,  following 
which  he  purchased  a farm  at  Bartlett,  N.  H. 

The  change  of  occupation  proved  beneficial, 
and  later  he  removed  from  his  White  Moun-  i 
tain  farm  to'  Bridgton,  Maine,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming  for  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
and  died  October  4,  1868.  Although  an 
ardent  Jeffersonian  Democrat,  Mr.  French  al- 
ways declined  office,  but  he  was  prominent  and 
well  known.  In  religion  he  was  a Univer- 
salist  in  belief,  and  he  was  liberal  and  well  in- 
formed. 

Mr.  French  was  married  in  Portland, 
Maine,  to  Lydia  S.  Howe,  who-  was  born  in 
Portland  April  20,  1808,  daughter  of  Nathan 
and  Ruth  (Shedd)  Howe,  and  died  in  1884. 
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To  this  union  were  born  twelve  children  as 
follows:  Nathan  H.  married  Mary  Seavey, 

and  lives  on  a farm  at  Bartlett,  X.  H. ; Fran- 
ces C.  married  Leonard  Hall,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased ; Ellen  A.  died  young ; Albert  married 
Susan  Smith,  and  lives  in  Gorham,  Maine; 
Harriet,  who  married  Daniel  Irish,  is  de- 
ceased; one  died  in  infancy;  Thomas  married 
Eliza  Rand,  who  is  deceased,  and  he  lives 
in  California;  Charles  H.  lives  in  California; 
Ellen  M.  is  deceased;  George  B.  is  our  sub- 
ject proper;  Elizabeth  E.  married  Herbert 
Dow,,  and  lives  in  Standish,  Maine;  Lewis 
Frederick  lives  in  California. 

George  Bancroft  French  was  born  in  Bart- 
lett, N.  H.,  January  31,  1845,  and  when  he 
1 was  four  years  old  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Bridgton,  Maine,  where  he  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  that  town, 

] leaving  school  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  On  De- 
1 cember  9,  1861,  when  but  sixteen  years  old, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Fifth  Maine  Vol- 
unteers, under  Col.  Jackson,  who  was  promot- 
ed to1  brigadier  general  and  was  succeeded  by 
Col.  Scammon,  who,  resigning,  was  succeeded 
by  Col.  Edwards.  The  last  named  was  mus- 
tered out  with  that  part  of  the  regiment  which 
came  home  at  the  end  of  three  years.  The  regi- 
ment saw  severe  service  in  Virginia,  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Maryland,  and  Mr.  French  partici- 
pated in  seventeen  battles,  among  which  we  re- 
| count  the  well-known  engagements  of  An- 
tietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Mal- 
vern Hill,  Fair  Oaks,  South  Mountain,  the 
seven  days’  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  the 
slaughter  at  Gettysburg.  Fie  was  wounded 
three  times,  the  first  time  in  the  head  at  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg.  A Confederate  sol- 
; dier  at  close  range  shot  at  him,  and  the  bullet 
passed  through  a rail  which  deflected  it  from 
its  course,  so  that  it  struck  Mr.  French  a 
glancing  blow  on  the  side  of  the  head,  render- 
| ing  him  unconscious.  When  he  returned  to 
j consciousness  he  was  in  the  Rebel  lines  and 
made  a prisoner  of  war.  lie  had  been  a pris- 
oner but  one  week,  in  the  Rebel  field  hospital, 
when  he  made  his  escape  from  captivity,  and 
reached  the  Union  lines  in  safety,  was  admit- 
ted to  the  General  Hospital  at  \quia  ( reek 
Landing,  Va.,  remained  seven  week'  in  the 
hospital,  and  then  returning  to  hi'  regiment 
again  entered  upon  active  duty.  Previous  t< 
this  he  had  not  been  absent  from  active  dut\  a 
single  hour  from  the  time  he  entered  the  serv 


ice.  One  year  later  he  was  again  wounded 
(in  the  leg),  at  the  seven  days'  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  in  which  all  but  three  of  the  thir- 
ty-six brave  men  of  his  companv  who  went 
into  the  fight  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 
In  one  of  the  bayonet  charges  made  by  his  reg- 
iment in  this  battle,  which  resulted  in  driving 
the  Rebels  from  their  rifle  pits,  Mr.  French 
dashed  forward  and-  overhauled  a retreating 
Rebel,  disarmed  him  and  made  him  a prisoner. 
It  was  during  this  seven  days’  battle  that  Mr. 
French,  with  one  other  comrade  from  his 
company,  responded  to  the  call  of  his  captain 
for  volunteers  to  form  a sacrifice  line,  which 
it  was  then  thought  would  result  in  a sacrifice 
indeed.  The  line  was  formed  and  well  ad- 
vanced to  the  front,  and  there  maintained  un- 
til the  army,  under  cover  of  darkness,  executed 
a flank  movement  to  the  left,  after  which, 
about  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  Mr.  French 
with  two  other  comrades  crawled  on  hands 
and  knees  through  darkness  to  a battery  that 
had  been  abandoned  between  the  two  army 
lines,  and  after  spiking  the  guns  with  some 
ramrods  they  found  near  by  crawled  back  on 
hands  and  knees  and  succeeded  in  finding  their 
way  out,  rejoining  their  company  soon  after 
daylight.  Mr.  French  was  personally  com- 
mended by  his  captain  for  gallantry  and  brav- 
ery, and  promised  promotion  and  a recom- 
mendation for  a commission.  I liree  days  later 
his  brave  captain  (Frank  LeMont)  was  killed 
and  Mr.  French,  wounded  and  left  on  the  field 
of  battle,  was  made  a prisoner  and  carted  oft  to 
Andersonville.  lie  there  suffered  untold 
agonies  for  seven  months,  and  when  released 
was  more  dead  than  alive,  lie  was  first  sent 
to  a hospital  at  Annapolis,  and  from  there 
went  home,  where  he  was  a year  in  recover- 
ing. 11  is  enlistment  had  been  for  three  years, 
and  when  his  time  expired  he  re-enlisted  and 
served  seven  months,  until  his  discharge,  on 
June  27,  1865,  when  the  dangers  of  war  were 
over  and  the  thousands  of  gallant  men,  worn 
and  scarred,  haggard  and  tired,  but  triumph- 
ant, were  going  to  the  homes  awaiting  them  all 
over  the  broad  country. 

After  his  recover)  and  return  to  normal 
health,  Mr.  French  was  employed  on  the  home 
farm  for  a season,  and  then  went  to  Lynn, 
Mass,,  where  he  operated  a stitching  machine 
in  a shoe  factory  for  about  a year.  He  next 
went  to  Berlin,  Mass.,  and  learned  the  piano- 
forte kev  trade  from  Svlvestcr  lower,  who 
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was  the  w oncer  in  that  business.  For  one  and 
one-half  years  Mr.  French  remained  in  that 
place,  and  then  removed  to-  Deep  River,  Conn., 
where  he  was  employed  as  a finisher  and  saw- 
yer in  the  factory  of  Pratt,  Read  & Co.,  re- 
maining until  March,  1875,  when  he  accepted 
his  present  position,  being  now  one  of  the 
oldest  employes  in  the  factory.  Mr.  French 
is  an  extensive  dealer  in  bicycles,  one  of  the 
most  extensive  in  the  county.  He  attends  to 
this  business  evenings. 

Mr.  French  is  naturally  a stanch  Republi- 
can, and  he  has  taken  a very  active  interest  in 
the  success  of  his  party  in  the  town  ; has:  served 
as  selectman  for  five  years,  three  years  of 
which  he  was  chairman  of  the  board ; has 
served  as  constable,  justice  of  the  peace 
(which  office  he  still  holds),  grand  juror  and 
on  the  board  of  relief,  and  at  present  is  -chair- 
man of  the  Republican  town  committee.  Mr. 
French  has  shown  his-  public  spirit  in  many 
ways,  and  has  won  especial  prominence  by  his 
pronounced  stand  for  good  roads  in  the  town 
of  Essex.  He  was  instrumental  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  macadamized  road  from  Es- 
sex to  Ivo-ryto-n,  four  miles  long,  which  is 
said  to-  be  one  of  the  best  pieces  of  road  in 
the  State.  He  advocated  the  building  and 
engineered  the  work  through  almost  alone,  and 
his  activity  in  this  matter  made  him  well 
known  all  over  Connecticut.  Socially  Mr. 
French  is  connected  with  Fenwick  Lodge,  No-. 
20,  I.  O'.  O.  F.,  of  Essex;  Good  Intent  En- 
campment, I.  O.  O.  F. ; the  New  England  Or- 
der of  Protection,  being  secretary  of  his  lodge; 
the  A.  O'.  U.  W. ; and  Mather  Post,  No-.  25, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Deep  River,  of  which  he  is  past 
commander;  he  was  the  youngest  commander 
in  the  State  during  his  time. 

Mr.  French  was  married  in  Deep  River, 
May  6,  i86q,  to-  Lydia  A.  Dickinson,  of  that 
place,  daughter  of  Obediah  and  Henrietta 
(Shipman)  Dickinson,  and  the  following 
named  children  have  come  to-  them : Lillie 

Ella,  born  March  2,  1870,  died  in  1876; 
George  Dickinson,  born  May  19,  1877,  grad- 
uated at  the  Morgan  School,  in  Clinton,  Conn., 
in  1896,  and  later  attended  Hamilton  College, 
at  Clinton,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  French  are 
consistent  and  valued  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Essex.  Their  very  pleasant  home 
was  erected  in  1874,  and  there  Mr.  French  is 
able  to  enjoy  the  reward  of  his  past  labors. 


A grateful  government  is  glad  to  give  to  this 
brave  soldier  a pension,  fo-r  he  is  one  worthy  of 
mo-re  than-  can  ever  be  repaid. 

s 9 ! 

JAMES  M.  KENISTON,  M.  D.  The 
professional  and  personal  career  of  Dr.  Kenis- 
ton  has  been  marked  by  patient  study,  steady  | 
application,  and  a devotion,  born  of  lo-ve,  for 
his  self-imposed  task. 

The  Doctor  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  highly  esteemed  families  of 
New  England  settlers,  his  progenitors  being  ' 
among  the  early  residents  of  Amesbury,  Mass. 
For  many  years,  in-  fact,  for  one  generation 
after  another,  his  ancestors  were  engaged  in 
the  shipping  trade,  building,  owning  and  sail- 
ing vessels,  and  his  father,  James-  R.  Keniston, 
also  continued  in  that  line.  The  latter  married 
Sarah  Pearson,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  Pear- 
son, who  married  a Miss  Quarles.  The  Pear- 
sons were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Salem, 
Mass.,  and  were  long  prominently  associated 
with  the  mercantile  interests  of  that  ancient  \ 
borough.  James  R.  Keniston  is  yet  living  at 
Lynn,  Mass.,  at  a ripe  old  age,  and  is  still  hale  * 
aTTd  well  preserved.  |l 

Abner  Keniston,  the  Doctor’s  grandfather, 
married  Betsey  Lowell,  whose  fo-rbears  were  , 
also-  famous  among  New  England’s-  early  ship-  ^ 
builders,  and  whose  father  attained  the  extra-  j 
ordinary  age  of  ninety-seven  years.  . , 

James  M.  Keniston  is  the  only  son  of  his  , 
parents,  who  had  also  two  daughters,  but  one 
of  whom  grew  to-  womanho-o-d.  The  Doctor 
was  born  at  Newburyport,  Mass.,  October  30, 
1848.  After  passing  through  the  Newbury- 
port high  school,  and  graduating  from  Phillips 
Academy,  at  Andover,  Mass.,  in  1864,  he 
matriculated  at  Amherst  College.  At  the  end  j 
of  his  Sophomore  year  he  left  that  institution  i 
to  enter  the  Medical  Department  of  Harvard  j 
University,  from  which  he  graduated  in  18-71.  ; 
For  two  years  thereafter  he  was  connected  with 
the  Butler  Hospital,  and  -then  entered  upon  gen- 
eral practice  at  Cambridge,  Mass.  His  pro- 
fessional studies  and  research  were:  largely 
directed  toward  diseases  of  the  brain  and  nerv- 
ous system,  and  ten  years  after  commencing 
practice  he  was  called  to  a position  on  the  staff 
of  the  Middle  Connecticut  Hospital  for  the  In- 
sane, at  Middletown,  with  which  institution  he  ; 
has  been  ever  since  connected.  His  reputation  : 
as  an  alienist  has  steadily  grown.  Among  his  | 
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professional  brethren  he  is  held  in  high  esteem, . 
and  he  is  connected  with  various  medical  soci- 
eties, holding  membership  in  the  Middlesex 
County  and  Connecticut  State  Medical  Soci- 
eties, as  well  as  the  New  England  Psychological 
Society,  the  American  Medical  Association, 
and  the  American  Medico-Psychological  Asso- 
ciation. In  addition  to  numerous  papers  pre- 
sented before  various  medical  societies,  the 
Doctor  has  published  several  medical  essays  on 
Paraldehyde,  Chloral  Hydrate,  Analgesia  in 
Insanity,  and  the  Babinski  Phenomenon  in  In- 
sane Epileptics.  He  also  contributed  the  ar- 
ticle on  Paranoia  for  the  “Reference  Hand- 
book of  Medical  Science,’’  and  the  section  on 
Epileptic  Insanity  for  “Defendorf's  Clinical 
Psychiatry.” 

Dr.  Keniston’s  first  connection  with  any 
fraternal  organization  was  when  as  a college 
boy  he  was  initiated  into  the  brotherhood  of 
Psi  Upsilon.  The  memory  of  the  friendships 
formed  in  the  Greek  letter  fraternity  is  still 
green  and  precious  in  his  memory,  although 
the  study,  cares  and  duties  incident  to  a pro- 
fessional career  have  since  then  largely  ab- 
sorbed his  time  and  energies.  He  belongs  to 
St.  John’s  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Middletown; 
Washington  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ; Cyrene  Com- 
mandery,  K.  T. ; and  is  also-  connected  with  the 
New  England  Order  of  Protection. 

Dr.  Keniston  married  Miss  Charlotte  Lit- 
tlefield, of  Boston,  who  is  a descendant  of  one 
of  the  oldest  families  of  Maine,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  one  son.  James  A.,  who  married 
Miss  Grace  Bridges,  of  Newburyport,  Mass. 
Mrs.  Keniston  is  a member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

HON.  MICHAEL  II.  GRIFFIN,  in 
whose  death,  on  July  18,  1870.  Middletown 
sustained  a great  loss,  and  the  community  was 
bereft  of  one  of  its  most  useful  and  public- 
spirited  citizens,  was  a native  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Griffin  came  to  the  United  States  when 
quite  a young  man,  and  at  once  became  occu- 
pied in  railroad  building.  He  assisted  in  con 
structing  the  Boston  and  Portland  Railroad 
and  several  other  railroads  in  New  England; 
also  the  New  Jersey  Central,  and  one  or  two 
roads  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  associated  as 
partner  with  some  of  the  wealthiest  and  most 
experienced  railroad  contractors  in  the  l nited 
States,  and  was  very  successful  in  his  under 
takings.  Mr.  Griffin  likewise  built  the  dyke 


inclosing  Colt’s  Meadows  at  Hartford,  and  was 
for  several  years  employed  to  make  repairs  on 
the  Hartford  & New  Haven  railroad.  The  year 
before  his  death  he  took  contracts  for  the  Air 
Line  Company,  to  construct  several  sections  of 
their  road,  on  either  side  of  the  river,  and  was 
engaged  in  that  work  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Mr.  Griffin  was  a man  of  great  energy,  un- 
tiring perseverance  and  determined  will.  Be- 
ginning life  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  he  forced 
success  from  surrounding  circumstances,  and 
long  ago  won  an  abundance  of  this  world’s 
goods.  At  the  same  time  he  displayed  the  most 
generous  traits  of  character,  and  his  purse  was 
always  open  to  aid  the  needy  and  private  enter- 
prises. No  worthy  purpose  appealed  to  him  in 
vain,  and  his  benevolence  knew  no  sectarian  or 
partisan  bounds. 

On  making  Middletown  his  home  Mr.  Grif- 
fin bought  the  house  on  Prospect  street  for- 
merly owned  by  Mr.  Nelson.  Some  years  be- 
fore his  death  he  purchased  the  brick  mansion 
and  farm  formerly  the  property  of  the  late  Capt. 
Robert  Johnson,  and  greatly  improved  the 
same.  This  property  he  made  one  of  the  most 
desirable  and  valuable  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  and  it  is  greatly  admired  by  all  who 
visit  it.  At  this  place  Mr.  Griffin  gave  much 
attention  to  breeding  pure  blooded  animals 
and  horses,  his  stables  containing  some  of  the 
most  promising  specimens  of  young  stock  to  be 
found  in  New  England.  At  the  various  agri- 
cultural fairs  of  the  State  and  at  the  Annual 
New  England  Fair  Mr.  Griffin  usually  exhib- 
ited more  or  less  of  his  animals,  and  invariably 
bore  away  numerous  premiums. 

During  bis  residence  in  Middletown  Mr. 
j Griffin  served  as  councilman  and  alderman  of 
j the  citv.  Insides  being  connected  with  the  town 
government.  In  1867  he  was  elected  to  the 
General  Assemble,  and  was  re-elected  the  fol- 
lowing vear.  In  all  these  positions  he  served  the 
people  faithfully,  and  was  always  found  among 
1 the  stanchest  friends  of  the  city,  l'ew  men  had 
the  advancement  and  prosperity  of  Middle- 
town  more  at  heart  than  had  Mr.  Griffin,  and 
none  labored  more  assidirously  to  promote  tlv  "C 
ends. 

JAMES  HENRY  SP  U’LDING  is  one  of 
the  prominent  residents  of  lliggamtm.  town  of 
Hacldam,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming  and 
dairving  very  successfully. 

The  Spauldings  originally  emigrated  from 
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Sweden  to  England.  The  name  in  Sweden  was 
Speede.  Settling  at  a place  in  England  called 
Spaldee,  the  name  was  gradually  changed  to 
Spalding,  the  father  of  our  subject  using  this 
form.  The  name  wias  spelled  that  way  by  the 
emigrant  ancestor  who>  came  from  England  to 
this  country. 

James  Spalding,  grandfather  of  James  EL, 
wus  a native  and  farmer  of  Tolland  county, 
where  he  married  Phoebe  Dean,  who-  was  then 
living  in  the  town  of  Brooklyn,  same  county. 
Both  died  in  that  county  in  1836.  They  reared 
the  following  children  : Roxana,  Nancy,  James 
(the  father  of  our  subject),  Sophia,  Lucy,  Ly- 
dia, Buckley  and  Julia.  Sophia  married  Charles 
Clark,  and  (second)  Eben  Witter.  Lucy  mar- 
ried Nathan  S.  Deane.  Lydia  married  Stephen 
Brown.  Buckley  married  Anna  Sholes,  who 
upon  his  death  married  Albert  Sweet,  uncle  of 
Mrs.  James  H.  Spaulding.  Julia  died  unmar- 
ried. Roxana  and  Nancy  lived  and  died  on 
Long  Island. 

James  Spalding  was  born  September  7, 
1800,  in  Chaplin,  Conn.,  and  died  August  12, 
1887.  His  last  days  were  spent  in  Hampton, 
same  State.  He  married  Sally  Ann  Thomp- 
son, who  was  born  October  19,  1812,  daughter 
of  Moses  and  Sally  (Kenyon)  Thompson,  and 
died  in  1892,  in  Hampton.  Mr.  Spalding  lived 
in  Brooklyn  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  later 
removing  to  Hampton.  In  his  youth  he  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  stone  mason,  but  later  in 
life  was  a farmer.  Politically  he  embraced 
the  tenets  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  and 
his  wife  had  children  as  follows : James  Hen- 

ry, our  subject;  Sarah  Caroline,  who  married 
Martin  Thorington,  who-  served  in  a Rhode 
Island  infantry  regiment  and  was  among  the 
list  of  “missing”  at  the:  close  of  the  Civil  war; 
Julia  Ann,  who-  married  John  Myers,  and  (sec- 
ond) John  Dennison;  and  Lucy  Phelps,  who1 
married  Benjamin  A.  Humes,  of  Providence, 
R.  I.,  and  had  three  children,  Edward  (de- 
ceased), and  Julia  and  Arthur,  both  living. 

James  H.  Spaulding  was  born  in  Brooklyn, 
Conn.,  May  1 1,  1835.  At  an  early  age  he  was 
sent  to  school,  where  he  remained  until  he  was 
eig'hteen  years  of  age.  At  that  time  he  be- 
lieved that  he  would  like  the  life  of  a whaler, 
and  his  father  sold  him  his  time,  as  was  often 
the  custom  in  those  days.  But  before  the  ex- 
pedition started  James  had  changed  his  mind, 
and  in  place  of  the  dangerous  life  on  the  sea 
he  engaged  in  work  in  cotton  mills  in  Norwich 


and  Lisbon.  Three  years  later  he  returned  to 
his  native  county  and  engaged  ini  farming  and  j 
stonemason  work. 

On  December  27,  1857,  Mr.  Spaulding  was  : 
married,  in  Woonsocket,  Rhode  Island,  to  Lucy  I 
Jane  Plumes,  a daughter  of  Gilbert  Humes ; she 
was  born  in  Thompson,  Conn.,  and  died  in 
i863,  aged  but  twenty-nine  years.  The  two 
children  of  this  union  were:  John  Henry,  died 

at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  leaving  two-  children, 
Lucy  and  Julia.  George  Edson,  married  Mary  | 
Conklin,  who  is  now  deceased,  and  he  lives )' 
in  Middletown.  They  had  three  children, 
Esther  (deceased),  James  (deceased)  and 
Edna.  Mr.  Spaulding-  was  married  a sec- 
ond  time,  on  January  9,  1867,  in  Kill- 

ingly.  Conn.,  to  Lucy  D.  Sweet,  and  children 
as  follows  have  come  to;  this  marriage : Ber- 
tha Drusilla  married  Frank  Brock,  of  Middle- 
town,  and  has  had  children,— Lucy,  Nellie 
May,  Grace  (deceased),  and  Franklin  William 
(deceased).  Mary  Lenora,  born  November! 
22,  1869,  died  August  17,  1876.  James  Clar-  * 
ence,  born  September  19,  1873,  died  February 
6,  1874.  Gertrude  Hazen,  born  April  26,1 
1875,  died  August  19,  1875.  Julia  Ann,  born 
December  15,  1876,  lives  with  her  parents. 

Edwin  Wheeler,  born  October  13,  1879,  died  1 
October  27,  1879.  1 

Marvin  O.  Sweet,  of  Brooklyn,  Conn.,  fa- 1 
ther  of  Mrs.  James  H.  Spaulding,  married  j 
Rachel  M.  Parsons.  Mr.  Sweet  was  engaged! 
in  building,  farming  and  other  business  during! 
his  life.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  great  Civil 
War,  enlisting  at  Brooklyn,  Conn.,  and  serv- ! 
ing  three  years  with  the  First  Connecticut  Cav- 
alry, and  he  was  honorably  discharged  with  his] 
regiment.  This  regiment  saw  much  arduous] 
service,  being  under  the  command  of  some  op 
the  most  famous  cavalry  generals  of  the  war  i 
In  1864,  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  the  regi- 
ment was  in  the  famous  “Third  Cavalry  Di-; 
vision  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,”  command- 
ed by  that  prince  of  soldiers,  Gen.  George  A | 
Custer. 

On  October  28,  1861,  Mr.  Spaulding  en-; 
listed  in  Company  C,  Twelfth  Regiment,  Con- 
necticut Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  dis- 
charged with  the  rank  of  corporal,  June  15! 
1863.  In  the  engagements  at  the  bombard- 
ment of  New  Orleans,  at  Baton  Rouge,  Liber-; 
tyville,  Port  Hudson,  and  the  many  minor  skirl 
mishes  participated  in  by  his  command,  Mr  1 
Spaulding  took  a prominent  part,  and  nobly  die] 
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a soldier’s  duty.  On  February  4,  1863,  he  was 
attacked  with  partial  paralysis,  brought  on  by 
exposure  and  over-exertion  in  western  Louisi- 
ana, where  his  regiment  assisted  in  the  destruc- 
. tion  of  the  Rebel  gunboat  “J.  L.  Cotton,”  and 
he  was  sent  from  this  battle  to  the  hospital, 
where  he  remained  until  mustered  out,  when  he 
returned  to«  Brooklyn.  Fie  is  a member  of 
McGregory  Post,  No.  27,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Kill- 
ingly,  Connecticut. 

With  returning  health  Mr.  Spaulding  en- 
; deavored  to  work  at  the  mason’s  trade,  but 
j found  it  too1  laborious,  and  re-entered  the  cot- 
] ton  mill  in  Killingly,  where  he  remained 
| for  fifteen  years.  Fie  then  removed  to 
1 Montville,  Conn.,  worked  five  years  in  Mid- 
I dletown,  Conn.,  for  the  Russell  Manufac- 
turing  Company,  and  removed,  in  the  year 
■ 1885,  to  Higganum,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
j with  the  same  company  two-  years.  For 
j something  like  a year  he  had  previously  re- 
j sided  in  Little  City,  town  of  Fladdam,  and  when 
j he  was  ready  to  retire  upon  a farm  he  selected 
that  locality  as  the  most  congenial.  Upon  his 
farm  of  forty-eight  acres  he  engages  in  farm- 
ing, dairying  and  market  gardening,  selling 
his  produce  principally  in  Middletown.  Mr. 
Spaulding  has  spent  most  of  his  business  life 
in  connection  with  cotton  mills,  having  worked 
in  them,  as  already  stated,  in  Killingly,  Mont- 
ville, Middletown  and  Higganum,  where  for 
two  years  he  was  the  efficient  superintendent 
of  the  mill ; but  he  also  has  engaged  in  other 
business,  conducting  a baker’s  route  for  two 
] years  in  Higganum,  and  a boarding  house  in 
Putnam  and  later  in  Middletown. 

In  politics  our  subject  cast  his  first  vote  for 
j the  great  pathfinder,  Gen.  John  C.  Fremont, 
j He  was  then  living  in  Hampton,  Conn.  After 
|,  Garfield’s  administration  he  changed  to  the 
Democratic  party,  which  he  supported  for  sev- 
[ eral  years,  but.  is  now  a Prohibitionist,  believ- 
i ing  that  the  only  real  help  for  the  cause  of  tem- 
[ penance  is  through  the  polls.  Mr.  Spaulding’s 
family,  like  himself,  are  consistent  members  of 
the  Higganum  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
where  they  are  well  known  and  highly  es- 
teemed. Julia  Ann,  the  daughter,  is  a member 
of  the  Grange. 

JOHN  OGDEN  HAYDEN  was  in  his  life- 
time one  o'f  the  representative  citizens  and  lead- 
ing business  men  of  Middletown.  From  a mea- 
ger start  in  life  be  rose  to  an  influential  |x>G- 


tion  in  the  commercial  world,  and  left  the  le- 
gacy of  a good  name. 

The  Hayden  family  is  an  old  one  in  Con- 
necticut, and  John  Ogden  was  born  in  Had- 
dam  March  29,  1797,  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Crane)  Hayden,  the  latter  a native  of  Eng- 
land. They  lived  in  Haddam,  where  their 
family  was  born  and  reared.  Among  their 
children  were  Arnold,-  Mary,  Roxy,  Harriet 
and  John  Ogden.  The  latter  came  to  Middle- 
town  as  a boy  of  fifteen,  and  worked  as  a clerk 
for  Aaron  Pease,  with  whom  he  afterward  be- 
came a partner,  the  firm  being  Pease  & Hay- 
den. In  later  years  he  was  associated  with 
Elijah  Loveland,  under  the  name  of  Hayden 
& Loveland.  He  was  always  known  as  a man 
of  the  highest  character,  upright  and  reliable, 
and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  citizens  of 
Middletown.  When  Mr.  Loveland  retired 
from  the  business  Mr.  Hayden  continued  alone, 
and  “died  in  the  harness.”  He  lived  and  died 
on  Main  street,  at  the  old  house  where  now 
stands  the  Hayden  block. 

Mr.  Hayden  married  Elizabeth  Spellman, 
a native  of  Durham,  Conn.,  born  April  27. 
1803.  They  were  married  in  Canaan,  Conn. 
The  Spellmans  have  long  been  noted  in  the  his- 
tory of  Durham,  where  their  early  ancestors 
settled.  They  were  descendants  of  Sir  Henry 
Spelman,  the  English  writer  and  eminent 
Latin  scholar.  The  parents  of  Elizabeth  Spell- 
man removed  to  Canaan,  where  they  were  liv- 
ing at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 

Mr.  Hayden  died  March  13,  1872,  and  is 
buried  in  Mortimer  cemetery,  and  his  wife,  who 
died  July  20,  1876,  rests  by  his  side.  ITc  was 
a captain  in  the  State  militia.  Politically  he 
was  always  a strong  Republican,  and  lie  was  a 
member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church. 
He  was  the  father  of  two  children : John 

Spellman,  born  Septemlier  12,  1826,  and  Eliza- 
beth Harriet,  1x>rn  July  7,  1828.  The  latter 
died  March  if>,  1848.  She  is  rcmemlicred  as 
an  exceedingly  handsome  girl,  well  educated, 
and  highly  accomplished;  she  was  the  valedic- 
torian of  her  class  at  graduation. 

John  Spellman  Hayden  was  reared  in 
Middletown,  and  attended  school  there.  After 
the  dissolution  of  the  firm  of  Hayden  & I>ovc- 
land  he  entered  his  father’s  store,  and  contin- 
ued the  business  as  long  as  he  lived,  lie  died 
March  31.  1876.  He  was  married  in  April, 
1847,  to  Miss  Mary  Daniels,  who  was  l>om 
Mav  1 1.  1828.  in  Madison.  Conn.,  daughter  < f 
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Jerad  S.  and  Hulda  (Dee)  Smith.  Her  father 
was  a native  of  Middletown,  and  lived  at  South 
Farms.  Hulda  Dee  belonged  to  the  DeVel 
family,  which  name  was  shortened  to  Dee. 
They  were  of  French  extraction.  John  Spell- 
man Hayden  had  children  as  follows  : ( I ) 

Cornelia  Morrow  married  A.  M.  Bidwell,  a 
member  of  the  old  Bidwell  family,  and  they 
had  children — Charles  A.,  now  a Congrega- 
tional minister  at  Manchester,  Conn.,  who  at- 
tended Wesleyan  University  three  years,  and 
graduated  from  the  University  at  Boston  ; Mary 
E.  is  Airs.  Edward  F.  Donnelly,  of  Pawtucket, 
R.  I. ; Beulah  Hayden  is  Mrs.  William;  G. 
Clark,  of  Springfield,  Mass. ; Augustus  Mc- 
Lean and  Cornelia  Alorrow  Hayden  are  at 
home.  (2)  Mary  Harriet  married  Ernest  R. 
Freeman,  of  Boston.  (3)  John,  who  is  at 
Westbrook,  Conn.,  married  Emily  Dee,  daugh- 
ter of  Nathaniel  and  Unie  Spencer  Dee,  and  is 
the  father  of  three  children,  Harriet,  Robert 
Spellman  and  John  Ogden.  (4)  Robert  S. 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  of  typhoid 
fever.  (5)  Catherine  Sophia,  Mrs.  Edward 
Merritt,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  was  the  moth- 
er of  three  children,  Albert  Jones,  Harry  Will- 
iams and  Harriet  Freeman.  Mrs.  Merritt 
died  in  Boston,  March  7,  i88q,  and  was  buried 
in  Indian  Hill  cemetery,  at  Middletown. 

HON.  BARTLETT  BENT,  who  died  at 
Middletown  September  27,  1889,  was  one  of 
the  prominent  men  of  that  city,  conspicuous  in 
public  life  for  many  years. 

Air.  Bent  was  born  September  11,  1826,  in 
Wareham,  JVEass.  His  father  settled  in1  Mid- 
dletown in  1858,  coming  from  Massachusetts 
to  be  near  a personal  friend,  Rev.  M!r.  Fay,  then 
pastor  of  the  Universalist  Church.  In  his 
earlier  life  our  subject  located  in  New  York, 
and  while  there  was  engaged  in  mercantile 
business,  but  later  came  to-  Middletown  to  be 
with  his  parents.  Mr.  Bent  was  originally  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  views  but  he  became 
a Republican  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war. 
In  1862  he  was  a representative  from;  the  town 
to  the  State  Legislature.  In  1863  he  served 
as  a member  of  the  common  council  of  Middle- 
town.  He  was  mayor  in  1866  and  in  1867. 
In  1869  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  the 
city,  and  served  as  such  until  December,  1883, 
when  he  was  removed  by  President  Cleveland. 
Mr.  Bent  was  known  as  a shrewd  politician 
throughout  Connecticut.  He  served  several 


terms  as  an  efficient  official  on  the  Republican 
State  Central  Committee.  Fifteen  or  twenty 
years  ago  he  was  considered  a power  in  poli- 
tics in  Middletown,  and  an  election  without  his 
dictating  powers  as  leader  was  not  considered 
as  valuable  to-  the  Republicans.  It  was  the 
great  ambition  of  Mir.  Bent’s  life  to  be  a leader 
and  in  local  politics  he  was  such  to1  a certain 
extent.  For  ten  or  more  years  prior  to'  his 
death1  he  was  connected  with  several  enterprises 
in  the  city,  which  were,  however,  unsuccessful. 
He  was  widely  known  in  this  and  adjoining: 
cities,  and,  holding  office  for  the  term  of  years 
that  he  did,  his  name  was  almost  a household 
word.  He  had  a determined  disposition, 
possessed  by  few.  On  one  occasion,  when  the 
new  post  office  boxes  were  being  placed  in  the 
post  office,  he  closed  the  doors  of  the  office  for 
two  days,  and  when  complaint  was  made  inti- 
mated that  he  was  running  the  place  then  and 
as  soon  as  he  quit  some  one  else  could  run  it. 
He  was  also  active  in  politics  while  in  New 
York. 

REV.  FATHER  BERNARD  O’REILLY 
SHERIDAN,  pastor  of  St.  John’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  at  Af  iddletown,  hasi  been'  re- 
markably successful  throughout  his  priesthood, 
and  especially  in  Middletown  have  his  parish- 
ioners reasons  for  their  high  appreciation  of 
his  services  and  efforts  in  their  behalf. 

Father  Sheridan  was  born  in  County  Long- 
ford, Ireland,  and  is  a nephew  of  the  second 
Bishop  of  Hartford,  Conn.  Father  Sheridan 
was  prepared  for  college  privately,  studying 
the  classics  under  the  famous  teacher,  Joseph 
McDonald.  He  pursued  his  philosophical 
studies  in  All  Hallows  College,  and  coming  to 
this  country,  took  his  theological  course  in  St. 
Mary’s  Seminary,  Baltimore.  He  was  or- 
dained in  Afontreal  in  June,  1867.  After  terms 
of  curacy  in  Providence,  Meriden,  and  Valley 
Falls,  R.  I.,  he  was  promoted  to  the  pastorate 
in  Collinsville,  in  May,  1870,  his  charge  in> 
eluding  New  Hartford,  Unionville  and  Tariff  - 
ville.  He  built  a church  at  Unionville  at  an 
expense  of  $20,000,  and  paid  for  it.  He  erect- 
ed a church  at  Tariff  ville  at  ai  cost  of  $10,000, 
and  completed  a church  at  New  Hartford. 
Two  months  after  coming  to;  Middletown, 
where  he  succeeded  to  the  pastorate  of  the 
church  May  1.  1883,  Rev.  Father  Dennis  Des- 
mond, deceased,  Father  Sheridan  instituted 
measures  for  the  renovation  of  the  church  and 
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the  clearing-  of  the  debt.  He  undertook  an  ex- 
pense of  $25,000  in  slating  the  roof  of  the 
church,  putting  in  new  stained  glass  windows, 
new  pews,  new  confessionals  and  new  altars. 
On  Oct.  12,  1885,  the  church  was  solemnly 
reopened.  Father  Sheridan  then  bent  his  en- 
ergies to  discharging  the  church  debt,  and  when 
that  desirable  end  had  been  accomplished  prep- 
arations were  made  for  the  consecration  of  the 
edifice,  which  took  place  on  September  10, 
1886.  During  the  following  year  Father  Sher- 
idan began  the  erection  of  the  present  hand- 
some and  well  appointed  school  building, 
which,  with  the  lot,  cost  $30,000,  and  was  free 
from  incumbrance  when  dedicated,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1888.  In  1889  he  razed  the  old  school 
building  and  erected  on  its  site  the  present 
beautiful  chapel,  and  paid  for  the  new  building 
the  same  year.  Immediately  afterward  he  built 
and  paid  for  the  artistic  arch  that  spans  the 
space  between  the  church  and  the  school.  He 
also  built  St.  Coleman’s  church,  in  Middlefield. 

The  Middletown  Church  estate  presents  a 
frontage  of  900  feet,  its  average  depth  being 
500  feet.  The  church  is  exteriorly  a true 
Gothic  edifice,  and  is  one  of  the  two  Connecti- 
cut parish  churches  that  can  boast  of  a perfect 
clerestory.  Tbe  Middletown  convent  is  a 
mother  house,  and  fifty-two  sisters  throughout 
the  State  are  under  the  Middletown  Superior. 

During  tbe  summer  of  1892  Father  Sheri- 
dan took  a vacation;  trip  to.  Europe,  and  upon 
his  return  in  October  was  given  a grand  recep- 
tion by  his  parishioners  and  townspeople,  and 
was  presented  with  a purse  of  $1,500.  Father 
Sheridan  is  assisted  in  the  parish  work  by  Rev. 
P.  J.  McGiveny  and  Rev.  John  H.  Walsh. 

Father  McGiveny  was  born  in  Water- 
bury  September  25,  1867.  Pie  was  ordained  , 
in  the  Boston  Cathedral  by  Archbishop  Will- 
iams, on  May  20,  1892,  and  came  to  Middle- 
town  on  the  first  day  of  the  following  July. 

Father  Walsi-i  was  born  in  Ansonia, 
Conn.,  November  20,  1865,  and  was  ordained 
at  Niagara  University  June  ii,  1892,  by  the 
late  Bishop  Ryan.  lie  came  to  Middletown 
on  November  25,  1892. 


ALEXANDER  MERRILL,  a representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  old  and  respected  families 
of  the  town  of  Clinton,  Middlesex  County,  is 
a great-grandson  of  Samuel  Merrill,  who  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  and  resided  upon  an  , 
estate  located  near  what  is  now  known  as  Pros 


pect  Hill,  Clinton,  where  he  and  his  wife,  Ar- 
temisia (Redfield),  reared  their  family. 

George  Merrill,  the  grandfather  of  Alex- 
ander, was  born  in  Clinton.  He  kept  a hotel 
near  the  present  location  of  the  Morgan  School, 
and  was  also  engaged  in  the  livery  business, 
having  the  contract  for  the  carrying  of  the  mail 
from  New  Haven  to  Saybrook  ferry.  He  mar- 
ried Hannah,  daughter  of  Hopson  Wilcox,  of 
Clinton,  and  she  survived  him  for  many  years. 
Their  children  were:  Nathan  W.,  Sally,  Char- 
lotte, Mary,  Wealthy,  Mabel  and  William. 

Nathan  W.  Merrill,  the  father  of  Alex- 
ander, was  born  August  6,  1797,  in  Clinton. 
As  a boy  he  assisted  his  father  by  carrying  the 
mail,  later  learned  the  trade  of  ship  carpenter, 
and  followed  that  occupation,  working  in  the 
yards  located  along  the  Long  Island  and  Con- 
necticut coast.  The  last  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  at  ease,  at  his  home  in  Clinton,  where  he 
passed  away  December  5,  1866.  Although  an 
outspoken  Republican,  he  never  sought  or  ac- 
cepted office,  but  lived  a quiet,  worthy  life,  de- 
voted to  his  home  and  family.  Mr.  Merrill 
married  Charlotte  Crane,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 10,  1802,  in  Clinton,  a daughter  of 
Elias  and  Mary  (Rossiter)  Crane,  and  died 
August  26,  1888.  Children  as  follows  were  born 
to  this  union:  Henry,  who  married  Jeanette 

Davis,  now  lives  in  Clinton ; his  only  daughter. 
Sarah,  is  the  wife  of  George  Buell.  Elias  C. 
married  Harriet  Grinnell ; of  their  children  one 
son,  William,  survives.  Nathan,  who  married 
Caroline  Chalker,  has  one  child.  Adeline. 
George  E.  is  chief  engineer  on  the  Fall  River 
line,  between  New  York  and  Fall  River,  Mass., 
being  the  oldest  engineer  in  their  service:  he 
married  Charlotte  Waite,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren, Lottie  (Mrs.  Valentine!.  Ida  W.  (Mrs. 
Hawkins),  George  William  and  Christopher 
W.  Alexander  is  our  subject.  \lbert  mar- 
ried Charlotte  Wellman,  and  has  two  children. 
Marv  F.  and  Harry.  William  is  deceased. 
Eliza  is  deceased.  Emily  married  Henry  A. 
Kelsey,  and  has  one  daughter  living,  Minnie: 
he  lives  in  Clinton.  Wealthy  married  Evelyn 
Kelsey,  a piano  tuner,  and  has  three  children, 
Lena,  Ida  and  Grace.  Frances  Artemisia,  the 
next  in  the  family,  is  unmarried ; Evelyn  is  tie 
ceased.  John  C.  is  the  next.  Adeline  C..  who 
married  lion.  George  \.  Olcott,  died  Septcin 
l>er  iq.  1891. 

Alexander  Merrill  was  1*>rn  July  28.  1829. 
attended  the  common  school,  and  was  reared 
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to  agricultural  pursuits.  His  early  life  was 
passed  on  the  farm,  and  later  he  rented  land, 
finally  purchasing  a tract  of  a Mr.  Burrows. 
This  was  the  nucleus,  and  from  time  to  time 
he  has  kept  on  adding  to.  it  until  at  the  present 
he  owns  a fine  estate  of  over  ioo  acres,  carry- 
ing on  general  farming.  He  built  his  commo- 
dious and  comfortable  house  in  1883. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Merrill,  on  March  29, 
1853,  was  to  Mary  Stannard,  of  Westbrook, 
where  she  lived ; her  life  ended  March  18,  1898, 
at  the  age  of  seventy.  Her  parents  were  Da- 
rius and  Mary  (Kelsey)  Stannard.  Children 
as  follows  were  born  to.  our  subject  and  his 
wife:  Elizabeth,  who-  died  young;  Nellie,  de- 
ceased ; Lewis,  who  married  Antoinette  Post, 
of  Westbrook,  a daughter  of  Lyman  Post,  and 
has  one  child,  Phyllis ; and  Charlotte  C.,  who. 
married  Paul  Swole,  a carpenter,  and  lives  in 
New  Haven. 

Mr.  Merrill  is.  a quiet,  industrious  man,  who 
does  his  full  duty  as  a citizen,  and  is  a highly 
esteemed  resident  of  Clinton,  where  he  has 
lived  so.  long.  Lie  is  a Republican  in  politics. 

W.  E.  FISHER,  M.  D.,  assistant  physician 
in  the1  main  building  of  the  Connecticut  Hos- 
pital for  the  Insane,  at  Middletown,  is  in  point 
of  continuous  service  at  that  institution  the  old- 
est physician  connected  with  it,  his  service  dat- 
ing from  February,  1877.  During  that  time  he 
has  displayed  a wide  and  thorough  knowledge 
of  all  phases  of  mental  disease. 

Dr.  Fisher  w^5H56rn  in.  Philadelphia  No- 
vember 6,  1855,  and  springs  from  English  an- 
cestry, his  great-grandfather  coming  from 
England.  For  more  than  a hundred  years  the 
Fisher  family  has  been  known  in  Philadelphia. 
The  Doctor’s  father,  William  Fisher,  son  of 
William,  was  a.  successful  builder,  and  a busi- 
ness man  of  much  acumen ; his  entire  life  was 
spent  in  Philadelphia.  There  he  married  Su- 
san Haas,  a native  of  Philadelphia,,  whose  fa- 
ther, Jacob  Haas,  was  a successful  stocking 
manufacturer,  and  a pioneer  in  this  country  in 
that  line.  The  Haas  family  is  of  German  ori- 
gin, and  has  long  been  known  in  Philadelphia. 
Dr.  Fisher’s  parents  are  both  deceased.  They 
had  a family  of  six  children,  of  whom  W.  E. 
was  the  youngest. 

W.  E.  Fisher  was  reared  in  his  native  city, 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools.  He  was 
thoroughly  prepared  for  his  life  work,  both  in 
a general  and  a professional  way.  In  1876 


he  -was  graduated  from  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
in  1877  came  to  Connecticut  to  take  a position 
in  the  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  where  he 
has  ever  since  remained,  meantime  becoming 
widely  known  as  an  authority  on  all  subjects, 
connected  with  his  work  in  the  hospital. 

Dr.  Fisher  ana  Miss  Jessie  Weston  were 
married  March  11,  1897,  in  Middletown.  She 
is  a lady  of  much  culture,  a graduate  of  the  La- 
dies’ Medical  College,  at  Philadelphia,  and  is 
now  assistant  pathologist  at  the  same  hospital 
in  which  her  husband  is  engaged.  Dr.  Fisher 
is  a Democrat,  but  not  an  active  politician.  He 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  holding 
membership  in  St.  John’s  Lodge,  Washington 
Chapter,  and  Cyrene  Gommandery,  and  among 
the  various,  associations  of  the  great  fraternity 
is.  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  He  belongs  to 
the  Middlesex  County  Medical  Society,  the 
State  Medical  Society  and  the  New  England 
Psychological  Society. 

NORMAN  NEWTON  HILL  is  one  of 
the  most  esteemed  and  influential  citizens  of 
East  Hampton,  and  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  and  manufacturers  of  Middlesex 
county.  He  comes  off  Revolutionary  stock,, 
than  which — in  America — -one  needs  no  high- 
er patent  of  nobility. 

John  Hill  (4),  his  great-grandfather,  a 
resident  of  Chatham,  and  a great-grandson  of 
Capt.  William  Hills,  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
army,  and  died  while  engaged  in  his  country’s- 
defense,  not  from  wounds,  but  through  the 
contracting  of  smallpox,  while  in  the  army. 
His  wife,  Mindwell  Wright,  was  bomi  in  Chat- 
ham in  1732,  and  reached  the  age  of  eighty- 
three,  her  death  being  caused  by  typhus  fever, 
October  30,  1815.  To  comparatively  few 
women  of  her  period  was  it  given  to.  witness 
the  triumphant  issue  of  the  two  struggles  be- 
tween the  parent  country  and  the  young 
“giant”  which  was  destined  to  play  so  im- 
portant a part  in  molding  the  history  of  the 
world.  In  connection  with  Mrs.  Hill  a bit 
of  interesting  history  is  worth  preserving,  the 
ancient  records  showing  that  she  personally 
owned  property  which  was  part  of  a 210  acre 
parcel  of  land  deeded  to  her  great-grandfa- 
ther, James.  Wright,  by  the  city  of  Middle- 
town,  ini  1686,  three  vears  after  Middletown 
received  it  from  the  Indians. 
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David  Hill,  son  of  John,  and  the  grand- 
father of  Norman  N.,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Chatham.  On  July  24,  1796,  he  married 
Mary  (“Polly")  Welch,  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Deborah  (Jewett)  Welch,  and  a 
granddaughter  of  Nathan  and  Lucy  (Selden) 
Jewett.  Her  father  was  a Baptist  preacher  in 
the  town  o>f  Chatham,  and  also  officiated  in 
Middletown.  David  Hill  followed  the  trade 
of  blacksmith,  his  shop:  standing  near  Lake 
Pocotopaug,  and  there,  in  addition  to  his  gen- 
! eral  work,  he  manufactured  nails  by  hand,  a 
process  which  was  certainly  more  laborious 
| and  costly — and  productive  of  better  results — 
than  modern  methods.  In  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  Jeffersonian  Democrat.  Concerning 
I his  religious  faith,  it  is  said  of  him  that  to- 
ward the  close  of  his  life  he  leaned  toward 
! Methodism,  although  his  wife  was  always  an 
j adherent  of  the  faith  ini  which  she  was  born 
] and  reared.  They  were  the  parents  of  a large 
family,  of  whom  but  three  now  survive,  Lou- 
isa M.,  'Benjamin  A.  and  Claudius  L.  (1) 
David  lived  in  Greenwich,  and  was  a quarry- 
man  and  stone  contractor.  (2)  Lord  Selden 
I was  a resident  of  Bristol,  and  married  Mary 
! Cook  July  4,  1821.  (3)  Gilbert  removed  from 

Connecticut  to  Lancaster,  Pa.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  book  business,  and  where  lie  died. 
He  married  Hannah  Strong,  and  six  of  their 
| children  are  living — Mrs.  H.  V.  Barton  and 
i Mrs.  Emily  T.  Niles,  in  East  Hampton,  and 
four  sons  in  the  West.  (4)  Emily  married 
; Daniel  Tower,  and  accompanied  him  to  Wood- 
stock,  111.,  where  she  died.  (5)  Ann  became 
the  wife  of  Elijah  Sears,  and  removed  to 
Algonquin,  111.,  where  she  passed  away.  (6) 
Elizabeth  (known  in  the  family  as  “Betsey’  ) 
married  George  Andrews,  of  Pladdam  Neck, 
and  died  in  Hartford.  (7)  Mary  Ann  was 
twice  married,  (first)  to'  Laban  Lamb,  and’ 
(second)  to  George  McCullumns,  a Union 
J soldier,  who  lost  his  life  in  his  country’s  serv- 
ice. (8)  Deborah  Lord  was  the  second  wife 
of  William  Pease,  of  South  Glastonbury, 

iConn.  (9)  Louisa  M.  married  George  Jack- 
son,  and  lives  in  Union,  111.  ( 10)  Benjamin 

A.  is  a farmer  and  cokemaker  of  East  Hamp- 
ton; on  September  29,  1839,  he  married 

(first)  Loving.  Archer,  and  in  1861  he  wedded 
(second)  Jane  Frisbey.  (11)  Claudius  L.  is 
referred  to  below.  (12)  Jane  Amanda  mar- 
ried Edwin  Weir,  of  East  Glastonbury,  Conn. 


(13)  Susan  Augusta  was  the  wife  of  William 
Miner,  of  South  Glastonbury. 

Claudius  L.  Hill  was  born  in  East  Hamp- 
ton, February  21,  1820,  and  had  the  advan- 
tages offered  by  the  district  schools^  receiving 
a good  education.  Farming  he  liked,  and  to 
that  he  added  charcoal  burning  and  teaming, 
and  between  these  occupations  he  passed  his 
young  manhood.  Early  in  life,  however,  he 
developed  a pronounced  mechanical  aptitude, 
the  result  being  that  he  steadily  acquired  pro- 
ficiency as  a wood  turner.  For  nearly  thirty 
years  he  turned  out  bell  handles  for  the  East 
Hampton  factories,  and  then  opened  a job 
printing  office.  For  twelve  years  this  enter- 
prise proved  reasonably  successful,  but  of  late 
years  failing  health  has  prevented  him  from 
giving  the  business  active,  personal  supervi- 
sion. He  has  been  twice  married,  first  to  Sa- 
rah A.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  A.  Strong,  and 
second  to  Olive  S.  Pease,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Olive  (Smith)  Pease.  To  the  sec- 
ond union  were  born  eight  children  : (1)  Olive 
Adella  is  the  wife  of  Frank  E.  Clark,  of  East 
Hampton.  (2)  Frank  L.  died  in  infancy. 
(3)  Charles  F.  married  Jane  Smith.  (4) 
Rosabelle  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  (5) 
Frederick  W.  married  Fannie  E.  Taylor,  (b) 
Norman  N.  is  the  subject  of  this  notice.  (7) 
Lillian  Bertha  and  (8)  f rank  A.  live  at  home, 
Claudius  L.  Hill  was  for  many  years  a Re- 
publican, but  is  now  a Prohibitionist.  He  and 
his  wife  are  memljers  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Norman  Newton  Hill  was  born  October  4, 
1863,  at  East  Hampton,  and  his  business  ca- 
reer strikingly  exemplifies  the  possibilities 
which  are  ever  open  to  keen  sagacity,  good 
judgment  and  sound  business  sense.  His  ed- 
ucational advantages  were  only  those  afforded 
by  the  district  school,  and  life  began  for  him 
in  earnest  at  the  age  ol  nineteen,  when  lie  en- 
tered one  of  the  hell  manufactories  of  his  na- 
tive place  as  a workman.  He  soon  acquired 
so  thorough  a knowledge  of  the  business,  ami 
at  the  same  time  evinced  such  taste  and  so  ad- 
mirable an  address,  that  lie  was  given  a posi- 
tion  as  traveling  salesman  and  solicitor.  l\*s- 
scssed  of  a fertile,  active  brain,  and  endowed 
with  first  rate  mechanical  skill,  he  soon  de- 
vised an  improved  method  of  manufacture, 
and  in  January,  1889,  the  N.  X.  Hill  Brass 
Company,  of  East  Hampton,  was  formed. 
Prior  to  that  date  all  the  bdlmakers  of  the  place 
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had  cast  their  product.  The  system  of  stamp- 
ing bells  from  sheet  metal  was  adopted  by 
Mr.  Hill.  It  was  not  viewed  with  favor  by 
manufacturers,  and  it  was  predicted  that  he 
would  “go  to  the  wall”  within  two  years. 
1 ime,  however,  has  abundantly  demonstrated 
the  wisdom  of  his  judgment  and  the  accuracy 
of  his  foresight.  The  company  started  in 
business  in  a small  way,  in  a rented  frame 
building,  but  trade  steadily  increased  and  pro- 
fits grew,  and  in  1896  was  erected  the  present 
handsome  brick  structure,  in  which  he  in- 
stalled one  of  the  best  equipped  and  most  mod- 
ern plants  in  Middlesex  county.  The  factory 
is  large  enough  to-  accommodate  two  hundred 
hands,  and  the  average  number  employed  is 
from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five.  The  machinery  is  operated  by  electricity, 
the  force  being-  generated  by  a water  power 
1,600  feet  below.  The  specialty  of  the  com- 
pany is  the  manufacture  of  bell  gongs,  of 
which  more  than  a hundred  styles  are  turned 
out,  while  bell  toys,  baby  rattles  and  boys' 
driving  reins  also*  form  a part  of  the  output. 
Mr.  Hill  is  also  a stockholder  in  the  Gong  Bell 
Manufacturing  Company,  one  of  the  oldest' 
.concerns  in  East  Hampton. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hill  is  a stanch  Republican. 
Although  not  a professed  church  member  he 
is  a regular  attendant  upon  divine  services, 
and  is  a liberal  supporter  of  the  cause  of  re- 
ligion. He  married  Annette  Barton,  a daugh- 
ter of  William  E.  Barton  of  East  Hampton, 
and  three  children  have  blessed  their  union : 
Wyman  Newton,  Evelyn  Barton  and  Norman 
Watrous. 

The  first  American  progenitor  of  the  Bar- 
ton family,  of  which  we  have  any  authentic 
record,  was  one  William  Barton,  who  was  born 
in  the  Society  of  Wintonbury  (now  the  town 
of  Bloomfield),  Conn.  During  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  he  was  an  armorer  at  Springfield, 
Mass.  His  son,  William  Barton,  Jr.,  was 
born  November  26,  1762.  He  worked  with 
his  father  until  the  war  was  ended,  when  he 
returned  to'  Wintonbury,  and  engaged  in  the 
making*  of  firearms.  In  1790,  lie  removed  to' 
New  York,  where  he  carried  on  the  manufac- 
ture of  andirons  and  other  brass  work.  In  the 
spring  of  1808  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
East  Hampton,  and  there  began  the  making  of 
hand  and  sleighbells,  of  a solid  pattern.  From 
1826  to  1846  he  resided  at  Cairo,  N.  Y.,  and 
in  the  year  last  mentioned  returned  to>  East 


Hampton,  where  he  died  July  15,  1849.  His 
widow,  Clarissa  (Betts),  survived  until  Octo- 
ber 4,  1858,  when  she,  too,  passed  away,  after 
reaching  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  as 
follows  : (1)  Nancy,  who'  was  twice  married, 

first  to  Vine  Starr,  and  second  to  Walter  Sex- 
ton; (2)  Clarissa,  whoi  married  Cyrus  Brain- 
ard,  ancl  removed  toi  Kankakee,  111.;  (3)  Hub- 
bard; (4)  Hiram,  Mrs,  Hill’s  grandfather; 
(5)  Barzillai;  (6)  Philura;  and  (7)  Jason. 

Hiram  Barton  was  born  January  20,  1799, 
and  died  October  22,  1878.  He  followed  the 
trade  of  a bellmaker  in  East  Hampton,  his 
first  shop  being  on  Barton  Hill,  and  second  on 
the  road  leading  west  from  the  Center  school- 
house.  In  1825,  he  married  Lois  L.  Watrous, 
who  was  born  Sqitember  5,  1805,  and  died 
January  23,  1882,  a daughter  of  John  Wat- 
rous. They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons 
and  one  daughter  : Sarah  Ann,  born  July  7, 

1828,  married  Orlando-  Clark,  and  moved  to 
Montreal,  Canada;  she  is  still  living.  Will- 
iam E.,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hill,  is  mentioned 
below.  John  W.,  born  May  1,  1835,  married 
Victoria  Gates;  he  is  deceased.  Henry  V. 
lives  in  East  Hampton,  and  is  referred  to-  else- 
where. 

William  E.  Barton  was  born  February  8, 
1830,  in  East  Hampton,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood  and  died  February  9,  1895.  He 
was  associated  with  his  father  in  bellmaking, 
and  after  the  latter's  death  succeeded  to  the 
business.  In  1874  the  building  which  he  oc- 
cupied was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  he  purchased 
the  buildings  of  the  Union  Bell  Company,  near 
his  former  site,  and  there  remained  until  1881. 
Pie  married  Annette  Watrous,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  three  children,  Abner  W.,  Anna 
M.  and  Annette.  Mrs.  Barton  traced  her  de- 
scent from  John  Watrous,  a native  of  Marl- 
boro (then  New  London  county),  Conn.,  who 
was  a farmer,  and  the  father  of  four  children: 
Wirt,  Lazarus,  John  and  Lucy  (who-  became 
Mrs.  Bigelow,  and  removed  to  Vermont). 

Lazarus  Watrous,  the  maternal  grandfa- 
ther of  Mrs.  Hill,  was  born  in  Marlboro  and 
died  there,  in  his  sixty-third  year.  He  was  a 
prosperous  farmer,  owning  130  acres  of  land, 
and  an  earnest  and  active  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  He  married,  in  Chatham, 
Anna  Clark,  a daughter  of  Amos  and  Anna 
(Sears)  Clark,  and  she  lived  to  see  her  eighty-- 
eighth  birthday.  They  were  the  parents  of 
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ten  children,  namely  : ( i ) John  L.  (deceased) 

was  a resident  of  Waterford,  Conn.  (2)  Tim- 
othy was  a sailor,  for  several  years  sailing  on 
one  of  the  “Black  Ball”  line  of  packets,  to 
Liverpool,  and  later  entering  the  United 
States  navy,  and  rising  to  the  rank  of  lieuten- 
ant. He  served  with  gallantry  and  distinction 
through  the  Civil  war,  and  received  his  dis- 
charge at  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  He  then 
became  a captain  in  the  merchant  marine,  and 
died  at  Mobile,  Ala.  (3)  Abner  Watrous 
was  a peddler  and  drove  his  wagon  through 
eastern  Massachusetts.  He  also  conducted  a 
general  store  at  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  in  which 
place  he  died.  (4)  Fidelia  (deceased)  was 
the  wife  of  Philo  Bevin,  of  East  Hampton. 
(5)  Harmony  died  unmarried.  (6)  Sarah 
(deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Alexander  Niles, 
of  Cottage  City.  (7)  Mandana  died  at  the 
age  of  fourteen.  (8)  David  Watson  is  a 
resident  of  East  Hampton.  (9)  Cicero-  died 
at  the  age  of  four  years.  (10)  Annette,  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Hill,  born  April  20,  1830,  died 
March  11,  1863. 

R.  EMMETT  SPENCER  is  one  of  the 
leading  merchants  and  successful  business  men 
of  Middlesex  county,  located  in  the  pleasant 
town  of  Higganum.  His  paternal  grandfa- 
ther, Hollister  Spencer,  a native  of  the  town  of 
Chatham,  was  married  there  toi  Theresa  Sex- 
ton, and  they  had  the  following  named  chil- 
dren : Mariette,  whoi  married  Roderick  Ack- 

ley, and,  for  her  second  husband,  a Mr.  Ship- 
man ; Sarah,  Mrs.  Burdick;  Nathaniel;  Eras- 
tus;  Julius;  Samuel;  Diodate,  the  father  of  R. 
Emmett;  and  Norman. 

Diodate  Spencer  was  born  in  1812,  in  Cha- 
tham, and  died  in  Burlington,  Pa.,  in  June, 
1870.  He  married  Martha  H.  Done,  who  was 
born  in  1812,  a daughter  of  Roswell  and  Hes- 
ter (Chapman)  Done,  and  died  in  1898.  Di- 
odate Spencer  lived  for  some  seven  or  eight 
years  in  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  but  returned 
to  East  Haddam,  and  buying  property  engaged 
in  merchandising  at  Upper  Landing,  where  lie 
continued  in  business  some  sixteen  or  eighteen 
years.  He  was  a very  capable  man,  and  pros- 
pered exceedingly.  Before  his  death  lie  re 
turned  to  Bradford  County,  and  ended  his  davs 
there.  In  politics  he  voted  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  always  upheld  the  princi- 
ples of  which  he  considered  it  the  exponent. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Diodate  Spencer  had  two 


children,  as  follows:  Roswell  D.,  of  Thomp- 

sonville,  Conn.,  where  the  mother  passed  her 
last  days;  and  R.  Emmett,  our  subject.  Beth 
sons  were  born  in  Springfield,  Bradford  Co., 
Pennsylvania. 

R.  Emmett  Spencer  was  born  December 
28,  1838,  and  was  educated  in  East  Haddam, 
whither  the  family  removed  while  he  was 
small.  Lhitil  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age 
he  remained  with  his  parents,  beginning  to  as- 
sist in  his  fathers  store  when  but  twelve  years 
old,  and  later  engaging  with  Hon.  D.  B.  War- 
ner, at  Upper  Landing,  where  he  continued  for 
three  years.  Returning  to  Pennsylvania,  he 
engaged  there  in  the  produce  business  and  did 
some  farming,  remaining  in  the  Keystone  State 
for  twenty  busy  years.  In  1888  he  returned 
to  Connecticut  and  bought  the  store  and  stock 
of  E.  D.  Gilbert,  of  Higganum,  and  has  con- 
tinued in  the  mercantile  business  ever  since. 

The  marriage  of  Air.  Spencer  to  Helen  M. 
Heath,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Elita 
(Smith)  Heath,  was  celebrated  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  one  son,  Howard  F.,  was  born  to 
this  union  February  10,  1872.  He  is  now  a 
resident  of  Higganum. 

Like  his  father  before  him.  Mr.  Spencer 
supports  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has 
served  in  many  of  the  local  offices  very  accqit- 
ably.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  holding  membership  in  Co- 
lumbia Lodge,  No.  26,  East  Haddam.  and 
Washington  Chapter,  Middletown,  Conn. 
Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  valued  mem- 
bers of  the  Episcopal  Church,  where  their  ex- 
cellence of  character  is  best  known.  Mr. 
Spencer  has  been  a very  successful  business 
man  because  he  has  devoted  much  attention  to 
the  details  of  his  work.  He  is  considered  one 
of  the  best  citizens  of  Higganum.  and  the  es- 
tablishment which  he  conducts  compares  favor- 
ably with  those  of  larger  towns. 

ABNER  AVERY  BEVIN.  president  of 
the  Bevin  Brothers  Manufacturing  Company, 
of  East  Hampton,  is  a representative  <>f  one  of 
the  oldest  and  best  known  families  of  the  town 
of  Chatham,  a prominent  business  man  and  a 
well  known  citizen  of  Middlesex  * unty,  and  of 
the  State.  An  extended  account  <»i  his  ances- 
try will  be  found  under  the  heading  “Bevin 
Family,”  in  this  work. 

A.  Averv  Bevin  was  Ixwn  August  24.  18. 43, 
in  East  Hampton,  where  his  father,  \hncr  G. 
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Bevin,  was  a lifelong  business  mam  and  valued 
citizen.  His  mother,  Catherine  Markham,  be- 
longed to  an  old  and  highly  respected  family 
of  the  same  place,  whose  genealogy  is  given  at 
some  length  on  another  page  o>f  this  work. 
When  A.  Avery  Bevin  arrived  at  school  age 
the  State  had  not  yet  adopted  a free  school  sys- 
tem. His  primary  education  was  furnished 
by  private  and  public  schools  in  his  native  vi- 
cinity, after  which  he  became  a student  in 
French’s  school,  at  N ew  Haven,  a well  known 
institution.  On  his  return  from  the  Civil  war, 
by  a course  at  Eastman’s  celebrated  business 
college,  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  he  was  pre- 
pared for  the  active  business  career  which  he 
has  since  followed. 

Mr.  Bevin  inherited  a patriotic  and  mili- 
tary spirit,  and  before  he  had  reached  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  determined  to  offer  his  ser- 
vices to'  his  country,  then  in  need  of  soldiers  to 
preserve  its  territorial  integrity.  In  July, 
1862,  he  became  a member  of  Company  H, 
Twenty-first  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  served  with  his  command  until  peace  was 
restored,  being  transferred  to  Company  F,  of 
the  same  regiment,  and  coming  home  with  the 
rank  of  first  lieutenant.  For  a time  he  was  om 
the  staff  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Twenty-fourth 
Army  Corps.  His  regiment  at  one  time  be- 
longed to  Burnside’s  famous  Ninth  Army 
Corps,  and  was  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Arthur  H.  Dutton,  a regular  army  officer. 
Col.  Dutton  lost  his  life  in  the  service,  as  did 
also  his1  successor,  Col.  Thomas;  F.  Burpee,  of 
Rockville,  Conn.  While  serving  in  the  Armies 
of  the  Potomac  and  the  James,  Mr.  Bevin 
shared  in  the  terrors  of  Fredericksburg,  Drury’s 
Bluff,  Cold  Harbor,  and  Petersburg,  as  well 
as  a number  of  lesser  engagements,  and  his  sev- 
eral promotions  were  earned  by  gallantry  on 
the  field  of  battle.  In  an  article  upon  his  ser- 
vice, one  of  Lieut.  Bevin’s  comrades  says  : “He 
was  a brave  and  faithful  soldier,  and  was  proi- 
moted  for  gallant  conduct  on  the  field  of  bat- 
tle. The  writer  was  associated  with  him  dur- 
ing most  of  the  war,  and  is  glad  to  testify  to; 
his  admirable  qualities  as  an  officer  and  sol- 
dier. He  was  in  all  the  battles  in  which  his 
regiment  was  engaged,  and  often  in  command 
of  his  company.” 

On  laying  down  the  sword,  Mr.  Bevin  be- 
gan looking  after  the  western  sales  of  the  Be- 
vin Brothers  Manufacturing  Company,  and 
has  ever  since  continued  to  have  general  charge 


of  the  business.  He  is  personally  acquainted 
with  nearly  all  jobbing  houses  handling  his  line 
of  wares,  from  New  York  to  the  Pacific  coast. 

His  genial,  companionable  nature  and  courte-  !,; 
cus  bearing  have  made  him  many  friends  in 
all  sections  of  the  country,  and  he  is  justly 
popular  in  many  States  of  the  Union.  Since 
the  death  of  his  father,  in  1896,  he  has  been 
president  of  the  company,  and  he  is  agent  of 
the  Water  Power  Company  of  East  Hampton.  1 
He  is  actively  connected  with  the  Congrega-  |j 
tiona.1  Church,  as  a member  and  contributor. 

Ini  fraternal  circles  Mr.  Bevin  has  been  long 
and  favorably  known.  He  affiliates  with  An- 
chor Lodge,  No.  1 12,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  East 
Hampton;  Freestone  Chaptetr,  No:  34,  R.  A.  '| 
M.,  of  Portland;  Cyrene  Commandery,  No,  8, 

K.  T.,  of  Middletown;  and  Sphinx  Temple,  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Hartford.  He  is  also 
connected  with  Mansfield  Po9t,  No:  53,  G.  A.  lij 
R.,  of  Middletown,  the  Army  and  Navy  Club 
of  Connecticut,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Com-  j 
mandery  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  i 
Legion. 

In  (868  Mr.  Bevin  was  married  to  Miss  1 
Margaret  L.  Brown,  of  Geneseo;  N.  Y.,  who  j 
died  in  1879.  Their  only  child  died  in  in- 
fancy. In  1887  Mr.  Bevin  married  Miss  Julia  ' 
Adams,  who  was  born  in  Northamptonshire, 
England,  but  was  reared  from:  the  age  of  nine 
years  in  Chicago,  111.,  where  her  father  and 
brothers  have  been  active  in  business  and  pro-  j 
fessional  life.  Mrs.  Bevin  is  a wiorthy  com-  | 
panion  for  her  generous  husband,  and  their  | 
handsome  home  in  East  Hampton  is  the  abode 
of  a kind  and  liberal  hospitality. 

THOMAS  SOUTHMAYD  BROWN.  1 
This  eminent  citizen  of  East  Hampton,  whose  1 
popularity  in  Middlesex  county  is  attested  by 
the  fact  that  for  thirteen  years  he  has  held  the 
office  of  sheriff,  is  a grandson  of  the  late  Eli-  ’ 
jah  Brown,  of  New  London  county. 

Samuel  Brown,  father  of  Thomas  S.,  was 
born  in  Westchester,  in  that  bailiwick,  where, 
for  many  years,  he  successfully  conducted  a 
general  store.  Toward  the  close  of  his  life 
he  abandoned  this  enterprise,  however,  to  en- 
gage in  farming,  and  this  pursuit  he  followed 
until  his  death.  Samuel  Brown  was  twice 
married.  His  first  wife  was  Lucy  Arnold,  of  ; 
Haddam,  'and  to  this  union  were  born  four 
daughters:  The  eldest,  Mary  E.,  is  the  wid-  ; 

ow  of  George  Bevin,  of  Amherst,  Mass.  Eliz- 
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abeth  E.  is  Mrs.  B.  M.  Field,  of  Leverett, 
Franklin  Co.,  Mass.  Fannie  E.  married  Ed- 
win T.  Pierce,  of  Hartford.  Fucy,  the  young- 
est, died  unmarried,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Brown 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Southmayd,  of  Mid- 
dletown, and  the  issue  of  this  union  was  Thom- 
as Southmayd,  and  Lina,  the  latter  the  wife  of 
A.  R.  Bigelow,  of  Westchester,  New  London 
county.  Mr.  Brown  died  June  1,  1883,  in 
his  seventy-sixth  year.  His  widow  is  still 
living,  and  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter 
in  Westchester. 

Thomas  S.  Brown  was  born  in  Westchester 
June  20,  1854.  He  grew  up  on  a farm,  ar,d 
received  his  education  at  the  Glastonbury 
Academy  and  the  Central  School  of  Middle- 
town.  Desiring  a life  of  a larger  experience 
and  greater  excitement,  he  purchased  in  1880, 
the  fire  insurance  business  of  Elijah  Ackley, 
of  Middle  Hacldam,  which  he  removed  to  East 
Hampton;  Under  his  conservative  and  saga- 
cious methods  the  same  has  greatly  prospered, 
and  he  represents  the  principal  Hartford  and 
New  York  fire  companies.  Mr.  Brown  is  fi> 
day  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Middle- 
sex. He  is  a stockholder  and  director  in  the 
Bevin  Brothers  Manufacturing  Company, 
leading  bell  founders. 

Mr.  Brown  has  been  a life-long  Republi- 
can, and  has  ahvays  taken  a lively  and  active 
interest  in  politics,  having  been  repeatedly 
chosen  chairman  of  the  East  Hampton  com- 
mittee. He  represented  the  town  of  Chatham 
in  the  Legislature  of  1887,  serving  on  the  com- 
mittee on  Finance.  For  several  years  he 
served  as  deputy  sheriff,  and  on  July  23,  1889, 
was  appointed  sheriff  by  Gov.  Bulkeley  to  fill 
out  the  unexpired  term  of  Sheriff  John  I. 
Hutchinson,  who  had  been  made  collector  of 
Internal  Revenue.  This  term  expired  June  1, 
1891.  With  such  coolness,  courage,  ability 
and  fidelity  did  Mr.  Brown  discharge  every 
responsibility,  he  was  in  1890  chosen  his 
own  successor,  by  ]x>pular  vote.  In  1894 
he  was  re-elected,  by  the  largest  majority  ever 
given  a candidate  for  the  shrievalty  in  Middle- 
sex county.  I he  result  was  gratifying  to  Mr. 
Brown,  as  showing  the  confidence  in  him 
which  his  (fellow  citizens  cherished;  yet  it  was 
but  a lilting  recognition  of  arduous  duty,  faith- 
fully performed.  I11  1898  he  was  again  a can- 
didate for  the  position,  and  once  more  tri- 


umphantly re-elected.  His  present  term  expires 
June  1,  1903. 

On  October  11,  1877,  Mr.  Brown  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Elizabeth  Cone  Chapman,  daugh- 
ter of  Horatio  D.  Chapman,  of  East  Hampton, 
a sketch  of  whose  life  appears  elsewhere. 
Their  marriage  has  been  blessed  with  two  chil- 
dren, Thomas  Wolcott  and  Annie  L.  Mr. 
Brown  is  prominent  and  influential  in  Masonic 
circles,  being  a past  master  of  Anchor  Lodge, 
No.  1 12,  of  East  Hampton,  and  a member  of 
Washington  Chapter,  No.  9,  and  Cyrene  Com- 
mandery,  No.  8,  of  Middletown.  He  is  a 
director  and  president  of  the  Chatham  Public 
Library. 

ROSE  BROTHERS.  The  leading  mer- 
chants of  Ivoryton,  Middlesex  County,  are 
Franklin  M.  and  Theodore  F.  Rose,  who  com- 
pose the  firm  of  Rose  Brothers,  which  has  built 
up  a large  and  flourishing  trade  by  correct  bus- 
iness methods  and  strict  integrity,  thus  gain- 
ing the  confidence  and  best  patronage  of  the 
neighborhood.  They  deal  in  general  mer- 
chandise, and  have  one  of  the  largest  stores  in 
the  county. 

Silent  Rose,  the  grandfather  of  Theodore 
F.  and  Franklin  M.,  was  a native  of  Lebanon, 
New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  and  came  to  Essex 
when  a young  man,  locating  at  Centerbrook. 
A joiner  by  trade,  he  followed  that  occupation 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  early 
age  of  thirty-five  years.  His  wife,  who  lx>re 
the  name  of  Jerusha  Clark,  survived  him  to 
an  old  age.  They  had  three  children,  of  whom 
Asa  H.,  the  father  of  our  subjects,  was  the 
second. 

Asa  II.  Rose  was  born  in  1809.  in  Center- 
brook,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  finished  his 
school  course,  and  was  then  hound  out,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  the  times,  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a carpenter  and  joiner,  in  \\  est field. 
Mass.,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  twentv- 
erne.  At  that  time  he  removed  to  l enterbrook. 
and  there  followed  his  trade  for  the  rest  of  his 
life,  erecting  many  of  the  buildings  in  the  \ i- 
citiitv,  one  of  these  being  the  lower  shop  of 
'Hie  Comstock,  Chenex  & Co.  Ilis  reputation 
was  that  of  a fine  mechanic,  who  gave  honest 
work,  and  he  was  esteemed  by  even  employer. 
In  his  political  convictions  he  was  a strong 
W hig,  almost  an  Mx»litionist.  and  when  the 
Republican  party  came  into  existence  he  idem 
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titled  himself  with  it.  His  religious  'Connec- 
tion was  with  the  Baptist  Church  of  Essex, 
where  he  was  highly  valued  as  a good  and  sin- 
cere man.  The  death  of  Mr.  Rose  occurred 
May  5,  1895,  and  he  now  sleeps  in  the  family 
lot  at  Centerbrook.  His  first  wife  was  Densey 
Ann  Pratt,  who-  was  born  in  1811,  and. died  in 
1837:  for  his  second  wife,  he  married  Electa 
Ann  Bushnell,  who  was  born  in  1813,  in  Essex, 
daughter  of  Taylor  and  Fannie  (Bull)  Bush- 
nell, and  who  died  in  October,  1895.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  Asa  H.  and  Electa  Ann  (Bush- 
nell) Rose  were:  Herbert  S.,  now  living  in 

Ivoryton,  Conn. ; George  B.,  who  married  Su- 
san Treat,  and  lives  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
where  he  holds  a government  position;  Frank- 
lin R.,  deceased;  Anna  P.,  wife  of  Dr.  Charles 
R.  Gaylord,  of  Branford,  Conn. ; Franklin  M. ; 
Theodore  F. ; Evangeline  St.  Clair,  wife  of 
F.  G.  Dickinson,  a merchant  at  Westbrook; 
and  Myron  B.,  a joiner,  who  is  employed  by 
the  Government  at  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

Franklin  Merwin  Rose  was  born  July 
25,  1848,  in  Centerbrook,  and  obtained  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  and  at  Suffield 
Literary  Institute,  Suffield,  Conn.  After  fin- 
ishing his  education  he  removed  to  Derby,  and 
began  work  in  a hoop  skirt  factory,  remaining 
but  a few  months,  when  he  came  to  Essex,  and 
obtained  employment  with  The  Comstock, 
Cheney  & Co.,  which  position  he  later  resigned 
on  account  of  failing  health.  The  next  business 
enterprise  of  Mr.  Rose  was  the  purchase  of  a 
restaurant  in  Bridgeport,  but  this  business  was 
also  necessarily  abandoned  on  account  of  ill 
health.  Returning  to  Essex,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  C.  L.  Clark,  who  then  conducted  a 
store  where  the  present  store  of  W.  J.  Prann 
is  located,  in  Centerbrook,  and  when  Mr.  Clark 
removed  to  the  situation  now  occupied  by  Rose 
Brothers,  our  subject  remained  in  his  employ. 
In  1878,  Mr.  Rose,  in  conjunction  with  his 
brother,  Theodore,  purchased  the  business  of 
Mr.  Clark,  and  since  that  time  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  general  mercantile  business. 

On  June  11,  1879,  Franklin  M.  Rose  mar- 
ried Miss  Ida  Howard,  a native  of  Westbrook, 
daughter  of  Elisha  and  Jerusha  (Stokes)  How- 
ard’; a son,  Frank  Howard,  born  February  3, 
1886,  is  their  only  child.  Always  a stanch 
Republican,  he  has.  served  as  assessor  for  three 
years,  and  is  now,  and  has  been  for  several 
years,  a.  member  of  the  board  of  relief.  He 
joined  the  Centerbrook  Congregational  Church, 


but  when  the  Ivoryton  Church  was  organized, 
he  became  a member  of  the  latter,  and  has  been 
a Sunday-school  superintendent  for  some  six- 
teen years.  Mrs.  Rose  has  also  long  been  con- 
nected with  the  Congregational  Church,  first 
joining  the  church  in  Westbrook,  later  the  one 
at  Centerbrook,  and  now  belongs  to  'the  one 
in  Ivoryton.  Among  the  citizens  of  Ivoryton 
Mr.  Rose  is  highly  esteemed,  and  is  one  of  the 
popular  and  enterprising  business  men  of  the 
place. 

Theodore  Frelinghuysen  Rose,  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Rose  Brothers,  was  born 
January  9,  1850,  in  Centerbrook,  and  attended 
the  district  schools  and  the  academy  at  Suffield, 
Conn.  Leaving  school  he  went  tO'  Hartford, 
where  W entered  the  employ  of  Talcott  Bros., 
who  then  kept  a drug  store  on  Main  street, 
with  whom  he  remained  five  years,  going  thence 
to  Brattleboro',  Vt.,  where,  in  company  with  a 
Mr.  Newton,  he  opened  a drug  store  under  the 
name  of  Newton  & Rose.  This  connection 
lasted  tw'o  years,  when  Mr.  Rose  sold  his  in- 
terest to  his  partner,  and  returned  to  Ivoryton, 
where,  in  connection  with  his  brother,  he 
bought  the  present  store. 

Theodore  F.  Rose  married  (first)  Miss 
Belle  M.  Chapman,  of  Westbrook,  a daughter 
of  Henry  B.  Chapman,  who-  died  August  18, 
1876,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  leaving  one 
child,  Reginald  K.,  born  November  1,  1873. 
This  son  was  sent  to  school  at  East  Greenwich, 
R.  I.,  later  to'  the  Hartford  Business  College, 
and  is  now  a bookkeeper  in  the  employ  of  The 
Comstock,  Cheney  & Co.,  of  this  place.  Mr. 
Rose  married  (second)  Miss  Minnie  Beck- 
with. of  Bale  Verte,  New  Brunswick.  An  ar- 
dent Republican,  our  subject  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  his  town  bv  President  Hayes,  re- 
taining the  office  until  1893,  and  in  1898  was 
again  appointed  to  that  office  by  President  Mc- 
Kinley, with  Franklin  M.  Rose  as  assistant. 
Mr.  Rose  is  much  interested  in  golf,  and  is  one 
of  the  active  participants  in  that  exercise. 

JOHN  H.  GRIFFIN,  for  years  one  of  the 
leading  clothiers  of  Middletown,  and  a for- 
midable candidate  in  1894  for  the  postmaster- 
ship of  the  city,  is  the  son  of  the  late  Michael 
Griffin,  a large  contractor  of  this  locality, 
who  built  the  Air  Line  and  Branch  railroads, 
employing-  thousands  of  men. 

John  H.  Griffin  was  born  November  28, 
1854,  in  Middletown.  In  his  youth  lie  attend- 
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ed  the  public  and  high1  schools  of  his  native 
city,  and  was  also>  a pupil  in  Daniel  H.  Chase’s 
private  school.  Subsequently  he  attended 
Fordham  College  for  one  year.  After  his 
schooling  days  were  over  young  Griffin  entered 
the  employ  of  C.  M.  Neu ton,  the  clothier  of 
Middletown,  and  with  him  remained  twelve 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  started 
in  business  for  himself,  and  has  since  continued 
in  the  clothing  and  men’s  furnishing  line.  His 
place  of  business  was  long  known  as  the  “Blue 
Front”  clothing  store.  Mr.  Griffin  has  always 
been  a straight  out  Democrat.  He  has  served 
as  grand  juror,  and  in  1887  was  a member  of 
the  State  Legislature. 

In  1876  Mr.  Griffin  married  a daughter  of 
the  late  John  P.  Stack,  and  the  union  was 
blessed  with  five  children. 

LEVI  P.  BURR.  Among  the  well-known 
names  in  Haddam,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  that 
of  Burr  possesses  the  respect  of  the  whole  com- 
munity, belonging  to  a.  family  which  has  been 
established  there  since  the  founding  of  the 
town.  Levi  P.  Burr  is  a grandson,  of  Stephen 
Burr,  a,  successful  and  extensive  farmer,  who 
married  Cynthia  Hubbard.  They  reared  the 
following  family : Angelina!,  who  first  married 
a Blatchley,  her  second  marriage  being  to  Cole- 
man Clark;  Philander,  who  died  ait  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  ; Elsworth,  of  Middletown  ; Abi- 
gail, who  married  Linus  Wilcox,  and  located 
in  Durham,  Hancock  Co.,  111. ; Flarris  R.,  a 
physician,  who  is  practicing  in  Killingworth ; 
Stephen,  of  West  Haddam;  and  Rosetta,  who 
married  Edwin  Rockwell,  of  Middletown. 

Philander  Burr  was  a resident  of  West 
Haddam,  and  died  April  27,  1888,  aged  seven- 
ty-seven) years.  I Ic  married  Caroline  Williams, 
daughter  of  Sylvester  Williams;  she  was  a na- 
tive of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  died  April  24. 
1888,  aged  seventy-two'  years.  Mr.  Burr  was 
a successful  farmer  and  mill  owner,  in  his 
earlier  years  owning  a sawmill,  and  also  en- 
gaging- in  (he  molding  of  gun  barrels,  al  Can 
dlewood  Ilill.  At  one  time  be  was  possessed 
of  405  acres  of  productive  land,  although  lie 
had  started  in  life  with  almost  nothing,  buy 
ing  his  estate  little  bv  little,  as  lie  could 
pay  for  it,  until  he  had  accumulated 
the  large  acreage  lie  left  to  his  fam- 
ily at  the  time  of  his  decease.  T 11  politics  he 
was  always  a Democrat,  and  held  some  of  the 
local  oflices,  also  representing  hi'  town  in  the 


Legislature,  although  he  was  never  a seeker 
after  distinction  of  that  kind.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Philander  Burr  had  children  as  follows : 
Washington  (deceased),  who  married  Lizzie 
Marshall,  and  lived  at  Middletown,  where  he 
was  the  agent  for  the  Adams  Express  Com- 
pany; Abbie  T.,  who  married  Henry  Vail,  of 
Clinton,  Conn.,  and  now  conducts  a summer 
boarding  house  at  Warwick,  X.  Y. ; Levi  P., 
our  subject;  Adelbert  M.,  who  married  Bell 
Gannett,  and  died  at  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.  (he  was 
wholesale  agent  for  the  Wheeler  & Wilson 
Sewing  Machine  Company,  in  Xew  York)  ; 
Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  : 
and  Genevra,  who  married  Joseph  Clark,  of 
West  Haddam. 

The  early  education  of  Levi  P.  Burr  was 
secured  in  his  native  town,  West  Haddam, 
where  he  was  born  April  29,  1844.  Later  he 
was  sent  to  a private  school  in  Middletown, 
and  still  later  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  the 
Winthrop  Institute  for  one  year.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1862  Mr.  Burr  enlisted,  and  was  as- 
signed to  that  part  of  the  army  then  near  An- 
tietam,  where  he  was  under  steady  fire  for  one 
whole  day,  escaping  without  injury,  but  was 
taken  sick  and  obliged  to  remain  in  hospital  for 
sixty  days.  Complications  set  in,  as  in  those 
times  the  army  hospitals  were  very  indiffer- 
ently supplied  with  even  the  barest  necessities, 
and  real  care  was  an  impossibility,  so  that  Mr. 
Burr’s  life  was  hanging  in  the  balance  for  some 
time.  Relatives  came  to  his  rescue,  and  per- 
mission was  given  for  his  removal,  but  no  rec- 
ord was  made  of  his  place  of  removal,  and 
hence  he  has  never  been  able  to  obtain  a dis- 
charge, although  after  regaining  his  health  lie 
made  every  effort  to  do  so. 

Following  his  army  experience.  Mr.  Burr 
took  a long  and  invigorating  trip  to  the  far 
West,  visiting  Montana  and  Utah,  where  he 
taught  school,  also  prospecting,  fixating  sev- 
eral fine  gold  leads.  Returning  to  lib  native 
town  he  married,  on  September  22,  1870,  Mbs 
Georgiana  C.  Burr,  daughter  of  D.  and  Eliza- 
beth Ann  (Kelsey)  Burr,  whose  famih  con- 
sisted of  Frederick  E.,  Florence  O..  Carrie  F... 
Lillie  S.,  and  Gertrude,  besides  Georgiana  C. 
The  onlj  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs  Burr,  Edith 
Marian,  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months  and 
four  days. 

Mr.  Burr  inherited  considerable  real  estate 
in  West  TIaddam  from  his  father,  and  has  en- 
gaged in  farming  since  Ins  return  from  the 
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West,  also  teaching  school  and  vocal  music  in 
his  native  town.  He  takes  a great  interest  in 
his  market  garden,  which  is  cultivated  to  such 
a degree  as  to'  be  very  productive,  and  he  sells 
his  produce  in  Middletown. 

Mr.  Burr  is  a strong  Democrat,  thoroughly 
believing  in  the  principles  of  that  party,  with 
which  he  has  been  prominently  identified  for 
many  years,  but  does  not  aspire  to  office1,  his 
other  interests  engaging  his  time.  For  sev- 
eral termis,  however,  he  was  a justice  of  the 
peace,  but  at  the  present  is  not  an  officeholder. 
Socially  Mr.  Burr  is  connected  with  the  O.  U. 
A.  M.,  Eureka:  Council,  No.  43,  of  Higganum, 
in  which  for  three  years  he  was  deputy  State 
councillor,  having  charge  of  three  councils ; 
and  is  also  a member  of  the  Grange,  where  he 
is  highly  valued.  For  many  years  Mr.  Burr 
has  testified  to  the  truths  of  religion,  being  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
in  which  he  is  chorister,  and  the  invaluable 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  By  his  life  of 
probity  he  has  won  the  esteem  of  his  neighbors, 
and  his.  dignity  of  demeanor,  befitting  a man  of 
high  character,  has  commanded  respect  and  at- 
tention, wherever  he  has  been. 

DAVID  AUGUSTUS  CROWELL,  one 
of  the  leading  and  substantial  farmers  of  West 
Long  Hill  District,  Middletown,  Middlesex 
county,  was  born  February  16,  1852,  in  the 
house  in  which  he  still  lives,  and  is  a son  of 
Augustus  and  Esther  (Harris)  Crowell. 

The  Crowell  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
Middletown,  as  will  be  perceived  by  a perusal 
of  the  life  sketch  of  Daniel  Crowell,  else- 
where. David  Crowell,  grandfather  of  Da- 
vid A.,  was  born  in  East  Long  Hill,  and  when 
twenty-seven  years  of  age  came  to  West  Long 
Hill  and  erected  the  dwelling  in  which  David 
A.  was  born.  The  farm  which  was  a small 
one,  and  on  which  the  dwelling  still  stands, 
was  a part  of  the  Barnes  tract,  and  was  given 
to  David  by  his  father  in  compensation  for  his 
services.  He  added  to  the  place  by  degrees 
until  he  had  acquired  100  acres  by  the  time  of 
his  death.  On  December  22,  1813,  he  mar- 
ried Lucy  Ward,  who  bore  him  six  children, 
namely:  Harriet,  born  August  1,  1814,  mar- 

ried Hall  Birdsey,  a farmer  of  West  Long 
Hill;  Sylvester  married  Marietta  Harris,  and 
was  a farmer  in  the  same  district ; David,  born 
December  6,  1818,  a farmer  and  mechanic, 
married  Amelia  Wright  (he  died  at  the  old 


homestead);  Augustus  is  mentioned  below;  i 

Lucy,  born  August  15,  1822,  married  Austin  J 

McIntosh,  and  is  now  living  in  New  York 
State;  Sarah  M.,  born  September  6,  1824,  mar- 
ried John  Crowell,  and  lived  near  Rome,  New 
York. 

Augustus  Crowell,  fourth  of  the  chil- 
dren named  in  the  foregoing  paragraph,  was 
born  September  7,  1820,  in  the  same  house  in 
which  David  A.,  his  son,  was  born,  and  re- 
ceived a limited  education  in  the  district  school. 

He  assisted  his  father  on  the  home  farm  until 
the  death  of  the  latter,  in  1847,  anc^  then  pur- 
chased the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the 
place,  going  considerably  into  debt.  But  he 
labored  hard,  and  soon  liberated  himself  from 
his  indebtedness,  and  kept  on  improving  the 
farm,  growing  general  crops  mainly,  and 
about  two  acres  of  tobacco  annually  ; for  the  '1 
latter  he  obtained  as  high  a price  as  that  re- 
ceived by  any  of  his  neighbors.  The  follow-  I1 
ing  incident  serves  as  an  illustration  of  the 
firmness  and  determination  of  this  man : Dur- 

ing one  season  the  buyers  of  tobacco  in  his  dis- 
trict arranged  a pool,  buying  up  about  every 
other  crop  in  the  neighborhood,  and  paying 
from  thirty  to  thirty-two  cents  per  pound,  and 
then  undertook  to'  compel  Mr.  Crowell  to:  sell 
his  crop  at  a few  cents  less  per  pound.  But  | 

knowing  of  the  superior  quality  of  his  crop,  ' 

and  being  unwilling  to  submit  to  this  unfair 
discrimination,  he  negotiated  with  outside  buy- 
ers, and  disposed  of  his  crop  himself,  receiving 
forty-seven  and  a half  cents  per  pbund,  much' 
to  his  own  satisfaction,  not  because  of  the  pe- 
cuniary gain  entirely,  but  more  for  his  success 
in  coping  with  those  who  sought  to  take  an 
unfair  advantage.  One  notable  feature  of  ! 
Mr.  Crowell’s  farming  was  that  of  stock  rais-  j 
ing,  and  the  extraordinary  care  he  gave  his  f 
stock.  He  raised  for  years  a number  of  young 
stock,  and  his  care  of  them,  which  entered  into  f 
every  detail  of  their  surroundings,  enabled  him 
to  claim  the  remarkable  and  unique  record  of 
not  having  lost  by  death  one  single  head  of 
horned  stock.  No  man  could  take  a keener 
interest  in  the  care  of  his  beasts  of  burden. 

He  seemed  to  think  constantly  of  their  com- 
fort, and  he  was  never  guilty  of  abusing  them 
by  overwork,  though  he  handled  oxen  skillful- 
ly, and  was  able  to  get  a great  deal  of  Work 
from  his  cattle  without  tiring  or  injuring  them, 
by  his  judgment  in  arranging  the  details  of 
his  work.  His  system  of  doing  work  was 
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marked  by  a judicious  expenditure  of  strength 
and  an  ingenuity  which  suggested  rare  judg- 
ment, and  he  always  obtained  the  best  results, 
as  well  as  greatly  facilitating  everything  he 
had  to  do,  Mr.  Crowell's  characteristic  of 
kindliness  was  evident  at  all  times.  He  was 
a well-balanced  man,  an  extremist  in  no  way, 
never  implusive.  His  physical  strength,  while 
great,  was  so  utilized  that  he  performed  doub- 
le the  work  that  might  have  been  expected  of 
him.  He  kept  well  posted  on  current  events, 
and  found  such  information  valuable  to  him 
in  his  business.  Intellectually  he  was  more 
than  ordinary,  and  his  judgment  was  unusually 
good.  Mr.  Crowell  was  always  systematic, 
and  withal  a persevering  and  industrious  farm- 
er. He  was  economical,  but  not  niggardly; 
provided  his  family  with  everything  needful, 
lived  well,  and  at  his  death,  which  occurred 
March  5,  1897,  was  looked  upon  as  one  of 
the  most  substantial  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Middletown.  Physically  he  was  a small  man, 
but  solidly  built ; had  a keen  eye,  and  was  a 
close  observer,  and  never  permitted  the  recur- 
rence of  a mistake.  An  attendant  at,  but  not 
a member  of,  the  Methodist  Church,  he  con- 
tributed most  freely  to  its  support,  and  his 
many  acts  of  private  charity  he  concealed  in 
his  own  breast  from  all  until  they  were  made 
public  by  the  recipients  thereof.  He  was  a “self- 
made"  man,  but  in  the  gaining  of  his  compe- 
tence he  was  ably  assisted  by  his  estimable  wife, 
who  now  has  her  home  with  her  son,  David 
A.  Mr.  Crowell  was  liberal  in  thought  as 
well  as  charitable  in  act,  and  his  motto  in  life 
was:  "If  you  can’t  speak  well  of  any  one.  don’t 
speak  at  all.”  In  politics  he  was  equally  lib- 
eral, and  although  reared  as  a Democrat  voted 
for  Major  McKinley,  for  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Augustus  Crowell  was  married,  February 
25,  1849,  to  Esther  Harris,  who  was  bom  Jan- 
uary 8,  1824,  in  Middletown,  daughter  of 
Capt.  William  and  Polly  (Bidwell)  Harris. 
Capt.  William  I larris  was  for  many  years  in 
the  West  Indies  trade,  and  finally  settled  down 
tf>  farming  at  South  Farms  (Middletown, 
Conn.),  but  later  sold  his  property  and  removed 
to  Clinton,  Conn.,  where  lie  passed  the  rc 
mainder  of  his  days;  he  was  buried  in  Farm 
Hill  cemetery.  Tlhe  two  children  of  Augustus 
and  Fsthcr  (Harris)  Crowell  were  Marietta, 
who  was  born  Tune  21.  1850,  and  was  married 
to  Albert  R.  Tucker,  a farmer  in  Middlefield. 


where  she  ended  her  days;  and  David  A., 
whose  sketch  is  given  below. 

David  Augustus  Crowell  was  educated  in 
the  district  school,  and  the  select  school  taught 
by  Daniel  H.  Chase,  in  Middletown,  which  lat- 
ter he  attended  three  seasons.  As  his  father 
grew  old  David  A.,  who  had  inherited  his  in- 
dustrious habits,  assumed  charge  of  the  farm, 
which  he  has  most  successfully  conducted  up 
to  the  present  time.  Air.  Crowell  is  an  ardent 
promoter  of  agricultural  interests,  and  has 
served  one  term  as  master  of  Alattabessett 
Grange,  of  which  he  was  a charter  member. 

On  June  14,  1887,  Air.  Crowell  married 
Lavinia  Scard,  who  was  born  Alarch  22,  1863, 
in  Newport,  South  Wales,  daughter  of 
George  and  Eleanor  (Gammon)  Scard,  who 
came  to  America  when  Lavinia  was  a mere  girl, 
and  settled  in  Aleriden,  Conn.,  where  the  fa- 
ther became  a prosperous  farmer : he  was  first 
employed  in  the  foundry  business,  and  then 
bought  a farm  in  East  Wallingford.  The  three 
children  who  have  graced  the  marriage  of  Air. 
Crowell  are:  Frances  M.,  bom  September  28, 

1888  ; Mary  E.,  born  September  2,  1890:  and 
Esther  Lavinia,  born  November  25.  1901.  Air. 
Crowell  s fortunate  selection  of  a wife  has  to 
no  small  extent  contributed  to  his  success,  Airs. 
Crowell  being  a woman  of  good  business  sense 
and  judgment,  whose  wise  counsel  and  unceas- 
ing industry  have  certainly  been  of  no  little 
value  to  her  husband.  Air.  and  Airs.  Crowell 
enjoy  the  highest  respect  of  all  who  know 
them. 

HON.  GEORGE  CANNING  MOORE, 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  W’estbrook.  Mid- 
dlesex county,  is  prominent  liotli  socinllv  and 
politicallv,  and  well-known  throughout  the 
State. 

The  Aloore  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
Connecticut.  The  first  one  of  whom  mention 
is  made  in  Connecticut  genealogy  is  Miles 
Aloore,  probable  lx>rn  in  England  about  1O20. 
lie  was  at  Milford  as  earlv  as  1046,  and  about 
that  time  married  Isaliel  Joiner,  who  was  ad- 
mitted member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
November  20.  iojo.  the  year  after  the  place 
was  settled  and  church  founded.  Miles  Moore 
joined  the  same  church  February  8.  1051. 
Rev.  Peter  Prudden.  pastor,  recorded  the  Ivap- 
tism  of  five  children,  four  daughters  and  one 
son,  Abel,  baptized  February  15,  1652.  In 
io;r  Aides  M«**rc  lxuight  land  at  New  I .on- 
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don,  where  he  later  moved  his  family,  and 
where  he  was  made  freeman  in  1663.  His 
daughter,  Miriam,  married  (first)  John,  son 
of  Isaac  Willey,  and  on  his  decease  married 
(second)  Samuel,  son  of  'Gerard  Spencer,  set- 
tler of  Haddam. 

(II)  Abel  Moore1  married,  September  22, 
1670,  Hannah,  third  child  of  Robert  Hem- 
stead,  of  New  London,  who  was  born  April 
11,1652,  in  New  London,  in  the  original  Hem- 
stead  house.  Upon  the  death  of  Abel,  which 
occurred  July  9,  1689,  from  the  effects  of  a 
sunstroke  at  Dedham,  Mass.,  while  returning 
from  Boston,  on  duty  officially,  as  constable, 
his  widow  married  Samuel  Waller  of  New 
London.  The  children  by  the  first  marriage 
were:  Miles,  born  September  24,  1671 ; Abel, 
born  July  14,  1674,  who  married  Lydia  Post, 
of  Voluntown,  daughter  of  John  (2)  and 
granddaughter  of  Stephen  ( 1 ) ; Mary,  born 
in  1678;  John,  born  in  1680;  and  Joshua. 

(III)  John  Moore,  fourth  child  of  Abel, 

born  in  1680,  married  September  25,  1704, 
Elizabeth  Beckwith,  daughter  of  Matthew 
Beckwith,  of  New  London.  They  had  chil- 
dren: Abel,  John,  Miles  and  Asa;. 

(IV)  John  Moore  (2),  second  child  of 
John  (1)  , was  born  in  1715-20.  The  name  of 
his  first  wife  is  not  known,  and  by  that  union 
he  had  a son,  Joshua,  and  probably  other  chE- 
dren.  By  his  second  wife,  Deborah,  he  had  no 
children. 

(V)  Joshua  Moore,  son  of  John  (2),  was 
born  in  1752,  and  the  inventory  of  his  estate 
was  dated  'July  17,  1797.  Hie  and  his  wife 
Lucretia  are1  buried  in  the  old  graveyard  in 
what  is  now  East  Lyme,  and  about  a mile  north 
of  Niantic  village.  Their  children  were: 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Alfred  Coates,  of  New 
Jersey:  Lucinda,  who  died  single;  Mlary,  who- 
roarried  John  Griffin,  of  Clinton,  Conn.;  Lu- 
cretia, who  married  Elijah  Watrous,  of  East 
Lyme,  Conn. ; and  Capt.  John,  called  2nd,  the 
father  of  George  C. 

(VI)  Capt.  John  Moore  was  born  in  1790 
in  East  Lyme,  Conn.,  where  he  was  reared  on 
the  farm.  He  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools,  and  himself  became  a teacher.  While 
following  his  profession  in  Clinton  he  became 
acquainted  with  the  estimable  lady  who-  be- 
came his  wife,  February  22,  1815.  In  1823 
the  young  couple  came  to  Westbrook  from 
East  Lyme,  and  purchasing  some  property 
south  of  the  old  village  burying  ground  near 


the  Congregational  Church,  Mr.  Moore  remod- 
eled the  building  and  made  it  suitable  for  mer- 
cantile purposes,  and  also  used  it  as  a tavern, 
which  was  well  and  favorably  known  to'  the  ' 
traveling  public.  He  was  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  public  affairs  of  the  town,  and 
had  a short  service  in  the  war  of  1812,  was-  ) : 
captain  in  1821  of  the  Third  Regiment  Con- 
necticut Infantry  under  Col.  John  Ely,  was  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  served  on  the  school  board,.  ! 
and  was  active  in  the  Congregational  Church.  1 
His  death  occurred  September  27,  1831.  John 
Moore  married  Emily  Crane,  who  was  born  in 
1794,  daughter  of  Elias  and  Mary  (Rossiter) 
Crane,  of  Clinton,  Conn.,  who  died  March  17.  ,, 

1871.  Elias  Crane  was  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  his  town.  He  was  a ship  builder  and 
his  ship'  yard  was  located  on  the  Indian  river,  , 
near  the  Clinton  bridge,  fronn  which  he 
launched  twenty-nine  vessels.  He  was  a.  lineal  i 
descendant  of  Capt.  Henry  Crane,  the  first  set-  f 
tier,  who  was  the  first  town  clerk  of  the  town 
of  Killingworth.  Children  as  follows  came  * 
to  John  and  Emily  Moore:  (1)  John  Alex- 

ander, a pioneer  merchant  of  Maumee,  Ohio,  f 
in  1840  married  Almira,  daughter  of  John  and  \ 
Dency  (Lay)  Post,  of  Westbrook,  and  died  j 
December  27,  1900,  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  his 
widow  and  family  reside.  (2)  Elias  C.  is  de-  ' 
ceased.  (3)  Emily  L.  is  deceased.  (4)  Will- 
iam H.,  born  August  24,  1820,  in  what  is  now  J 
called  East  Lyme,  grew  up  in  Westbrook,  grad-  [ 
uated  at  Yale  College  in  1841,  and  from  Yale  j 
Seminary  in  1846,  and  on  September  30th  of  ! 
the  same  year  was  ordained.  He  is  prominent- 
ly known  throughout  the  State,  and  has  resided  I 
at  Hartford  Since  February,  1876.  [For  fur- 
ther notice  of  him  see  “Record  of  Class  of 
1841, 'New  Haven,  1892.“  Pages  1 50-152.]  (5)  j 
Elias  Crane  (2),  born  in  1822,  married  (first)  j 
Margaret  Emery,  of  Ohio,  and  (second)  Jane 
Ann  North,  of  Torringford,  Conn. ; he  was  ! 
a merchant,  later  postmaster  for  over  twenty 
years  at  Maumee,  Ohio,  and  died  there  in  1899.  I 
(6)  Mary  E.,  born  in  1823,  married  Capt. 
George  Spencer;  she  lived  in  Westbrook,  but 
died  in  Maumee,  Ohio,  while  on  a visit.  (7) 
Alfred  Coates,  born  in  1825,  married  Henri- 
etta Williams  ; he  was  also  a merchant  at  Mau- 
mee, of  the  firm  “Moore  Bros,,”  and  died  in 
1897  in  Denver,  Colo.,  whither  he  had  removed  l 
previously.  (8)  Emily  Louisa  is  deceased. (9)  i 
James  Francis  is  deceased.  (10)  Charles  Au-  j 
gustus,  born  in  1829,  married  Isabelle  Stan- 
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nard,  and  resides  in  New  York.  (11)  George 
Canning  is  our  subject. 

George  Canning  Moore  was  born  August 
18,  1831,  in  Westbrook,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation principally  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
town,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  attending  the  acad- 
emy for  one  year,  during  the  first  year  of  its 
existence.  Having  lost  his  father  in  early  in- 
fancy, he  began,  as  early  as  he  was  able,  to 
assist  his  mother.  Mrs.  Moore  was  a capable 
and  competent  woman,  of  great  force  of  char- 
acter, since  having  given  up  the  store  to  take 
up  farming,  it  was  'only  by  the  best  of  care  and 
management  that  she  was  enabled  to  rear  her 
large  family,  with  which  she  was  left,  safely 
and  comfortably.  In  1839  she  erected  a new 
dwelling,  the  present  hotel,  moving  into  it  in 
1840,  and  there,  with  our  subject’s  assistance, 
she  continued  in  the  business  of  hotel-keeping 
until  her  death,  in  1871.  At  that  time  Mr. 
Moore  assumed  control  of  the  house,  being  one 
of  the  oldest  proprietors,  in  point  of  service,  in 
the  State. 

Mr.  Moore  was  married,  January  10,  1859, 
to  Hannah  Spencer,  a lineal  descendant  of 
Gerard  Spencer,  of  Hacldam,  also1  of  Priscilla, 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Alice  Mullins,  of 
the  “Mayflower”  company  (1620).  Hannah 
Spencer  was  born  February  23,  1837,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Betsey  (Hayden)  Spencer.  The 
ancestral  records  of  Mrs.  Moore  also  date  back 
to  John  and  Susannah  Hayden,  who  came  to 
this  country  in  the  ship-  “Mary  and  John,”  and 
settled  near  Boston,  where  they  died.  Their 
son,  in  the  ancestral  line,  was  John,  who  mar- 
ried Hannah,  daughter  of  William  Ames  of 
Dorchester.  Their  son,  John,  was  a freeman 
■ in  1704,  in  Saybrook  (now  Essex),  and  died 
1 there  in  1724,  from  drowning.  His  son,  Ne- 
hemiah,  born  in  1706,  and  who  died  in  177 4. 
was  a noted  ship  builder  of  his  day.  He  mar- 
! ried  Temperance,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and 
1 Mary  (Smith)  Parker.  Their  son,  Elias,  the 
1 second  child,  born  in  1744,  died  in  i8o<).  On 
July  t 1,  1 765, he  married,  at  Chatham,  in  Had 
dam,  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Rebecca 
(Walkleyj  Selden.  Their  son,  C a.lvin,  born 
in  1775,  died  in  1840.  In  1705  he  married 
Betsey  Griffin,  born  in  1778,  who  died  in  183;. 
Of  their  eight  children  Betsey  married  Josepl 
Spencer,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  Mrs. 
Moore. 

The  following  named  children  have  come 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore:  Lizzie  A.,  born  in 


1859,  died  in  1884.  George  R.,  born  in  1861, 
died  in  1879.  Jennie  A.,  born  in  1863,  died 
in  1865.  Caroline  E.  was  born  in  1865.  Ade- 
laide S.  was  born  in  1866.  Mary  E..  born  in 
1869,  died  in  1869.  Emily,  born  in  1871,  died 
in  1891.  John,  born  in  1873,  died  in  1882. 
Bessie  A.,  born  in  1877,  i s a graduate  of  the 
Morgan  High  School,  at  Clinton,  Conn,  and 
of  the  New  Haven  Normal  School,  and  is  a 
successful  and  accomplished  teacher. 

In  politics  Mr.  Moore  belongs  to  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  has  been  town  clerk  con- 
tinuously since  1864,  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
State;  was  probate  judge  from  1873.  retiring 
in  1891,  at  the  end  of  his  term,  on  account  of 
the  age  exemption  ; has  been  assessor  for  thirty 
years;  and  was  justice  of  the  peace  from  1856 
to  1864.  In  T867  his  fellow  citizens  testified 
to  their  confidence  in  him  by  electing  him  to 
the  Legislature  at  Hartford,  and  in  i8t>8  he 
was  a representative  at  New  Haven,  serving  on 
important  committees.  During  the  life  < f the 
Know-Nothing  party  Judge  Moore  was  a 
member  thereof,  but  no  one  can  question  his 
Republicanism  at  present.  He  was  chairman 
on  the  building  committee  of  the  Town  Hall  in 
1880,  also  of  the  present  Congregational 
Church,  built  by  subscription  in  1893.  at  a cost 
of  about  $18,000,  and  dedicated  “free  from 
debt.”  Mrs.  Moore  is  a member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  Mr.  Moore,  although 
not  a member,  is  an  attendant  of  the  same,  and 
was  organist  of  the  church  for  nearly  twenty 
years.  In  addition  to  his  attending  to  his 
official  duties.  Judge  Moore  is  the  hospitable 
and  popular  host  of  the  old  “Westbrook  Hotel, 
first  opened  in  1840  bv  his  mother.  1 bis 
house  has  never  been  closed  since  that  time,  and 
many  travelers  have  enjoyed  its  genial  weir  me 
and  generous  board.  The  present  h<  tel  was 
preceded  bv  the  old  tavern  established  1>\  his 
parents  in  1824,  and  in  sight  of  the  present 
house.  Mr.  Moore  also  acts  as  agent  for  a 
number  of  the  best  insurance  companies  in  the 
world. 

GE(  )RGE  W.  < it  >FF.  The  name  of  Goff 
is  inseparable  connected  with  the  bell  manu- 
facturing industry  of  Fast  Hampton,  Middle- 
sex county,  in  which  the  family  has  been  inter- 
ested for  main  decades. 

Joseph  Goff,  grandfather  of  George  W . 
was  bom  in  Fast  Hampton,  at  no  great  dis- 
tance from  Lake  Pokatopaug.  tin  November 
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23,  1802,  he  married  Clarissa  H.  Welch,  who 
died  June  27,  1824,  aged  forty-two  years,  and 
on  November  21,  1824,  he  married  her  sister, 
Lucy;  Rev.  Joel  West  was  the  officiating  cler- 
gyman on  both  occasions.  Joseph  Goff  was 
the  father  of  seven  children  of  whom  four  died 
when  young;  the  others  were:  Gurdon  S. ; 

Mary,  who  married  Silas  Hills;  and  Joseph  N.. 
father  of  George  W. 

Joseph  N.  Goff  was  born  in  Chatham  in 
October,  1808.  He  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  waffle-irons,  clock  weights,  plow 
points,  hoes,  and  other  articles  of  a similar 
character,  his  shop  being  located  directly  south 
of  the  lake.  In  1837  he  commenced  bell 
making,  which  he  continued  to  carry  on  un- 
til his  death,  October  22,  1889.  He  was 
originally  a Whig,  later  a Republican.  On 
November  6,  1830,  he  married  Florida 

Veazey,  who  was  born  November  6,  1808, 
and  died  November  8,  1878.  She  was 

the  second  child  of  Eleazer  (Jr.)  and  Eliza- 
beth (West)  Veazey,  who  were  married  De- 
cember 2,  180 [.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Windham,  Conn.,  December  18,  1778,  and  died 
March  6,  1853.  His  other  children,  besides 
Florida,  were:  Emily,  Marietta,  Warren  and 

Hiram.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  N.  Goff 
were  born  the  following  named  children : 
Janie  Elizabeth,  who*  died  before  reaching  the 
age  of  three  years  ; George  W. ; and  Charles  H., 
the  latter  off  New  Haven,  also  interested  in  the 
bed  factories  of  East  Hampton. 

George  W'.  Goff  wias  born  in  Chatham, 
Conn.,  August  14,  1843,  attended  the  schools 
of  Chatham  and  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and 
when  a young  man  began  work  in  the  bell  fac- 
tory, of  which  his  father  was  part  owner.  On 
the  death  of  the  latter,  in  1889,  Mr.  Goff  suc- 
ceeded to  his  interest  in  the  East  Hampton  Bed 
Company.  The  officers  of  the  concern  are: 
Lucius  H.  Goff,  president : Charles  H.  Goff, 
secretary,  and  George  W.  Goff,  treasurer.  Mr. 
Goff  has  patented  numerous  inventions  in  con- 
nection with  his  manufacturing  interest,  which 
have  been  very  successful,  and  serve  to  keep 
his  firm  prominent  in  the  bed  industry.  In 
politics  our  subject  is  a Republican,  but  he  has 
never  sought  public  office. 

Mr.  Goff  owns  and  still  lives  in  the  house 
where  he  was  born,  the  residence  on  High 
street,  East  Hampton,  built  by  bis  father  in 
1843.  This  place  has  been  materially  enlarged 
and  improved  in  recent  years.  He  and  his 


wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  On  September  7,  1871,  Mr.  Goff  was 
married  toi  Miss  Emma  D.  Browning,  of  North 
Stonington,  a great-granddaughter  of  William 
Browning  and  Catherine  Morey,  granddaugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Browning  and  Amy  Prentice, 
and  daughter  of  William  T.  Browning  and 
Nancy  C.  Avery,  being  the  eldest  of  their  five 
children,  of  whom  Thomas,  the  second,  is  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  of  the  Uncas  Paper  Com- 
pany, at  Norwich,  Conn. ; Amos  A.  is  a prac- 
ticing lawyer  in  the  same  city;  William  is  a 
physician  and  neurologist  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; 
Sarah  P..  the  youngest,  is  the  resident  director 
of  Roxbury  House,  a college  settlement  of 
Roxbury,  Massachusetts. 

FRANK  H.  WHITE,  one  of  Middletown’s 
foremost  young  men  of  energy  and  usefulness, 
is  a native  of  Connecticut,  born  December  18, 
i860,  in  Middlesex  county,  at  what  is  known 
as  Gildersleeve,  on  Summer  street,  in  the  town 
of  Portland. 

Mr.  White  is  of  the  eighth  generation  in 
descent  from  Elder  John  White,  through  Lieut. 
Daniel,  Capt.  Daniel,  Capt.  Joel,  Thomas,  Asa 
and  Edward  E.,  being  a son  of  the  latter.  The 
White  family  is  an  old  and  influential  one  in 
the  New  England  States. 

( I ) Elder  John  White,  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  Hartford, 
Conn.,  came  from  England  in  the  ship  “Lyon,” 
setting  sail  in  June,  1632,  and  arriving  at  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  on  the  16th  of  the  following  Sq> 
tember.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  characters 
in  Colonial  history,  and  the  ancestor  of  a large 
number  of  descendants. 

(II)  Lieut.  Daniel  White,  son  of  Elder 
John,  was  born  in  Hartford  about  1639,  and 
in  1662  settled  in  Hatfield,  Mass.  He  died 
July  27,  1713. 

(TII)  Capt.  Daniel  White,  son  of  Lieut. 
Daniel,  was  born  in  Hatfield,  Mass.,  July  4, 
1671,  and  about  1704  removed  to  Windsor, 
Conn.,  where  he  died  June  22,  1726.  He 
served  as  captain  of  “troopers.”. 

(IV)  Capt.  Joel  White,  son  of  Capt.  Daniel, 
was  born  at  Windsor,  Conn.,  April  6.  1705, 
and  settled  in  Bolton,  Conn.,  about  the  year 
1725.  He  was  a highly  prominent  citizen,  and 
his  home  was  known  as  a great  “gathering 
place;”  several  times  he  represented  his  town 
in  the  Legislature.  The  possessor  of  an  estate 
valued  at  $50,000.  he  in  the  early  part  of  the 
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Revolutionary  war  loaned  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut $15,000,  and  though  by  that  time  he 
was  an  old  man  he  was  yet  extremely  active  in 
military  matters.  In  1777  he  was  twice  chosen 
a member  of  the  “Correspondence,  Inspection 
and  Safety  Committee,”  and  at  one  time  was 
its  chairman.  Capt.  Joel  White  was  thrice 
married,  his  second  wife  being  Ruth  Dart.  He 
died  June  28,  1789. 

(V)  Thomas  White,  son  of  Capt.  Joel  and 
Ruth  (Dart)  White,  was  born  at  Bolton, 
Conn.,  February  2,  1746,  and  was  a farmer  by 
occupation.  On  July  7,  1773,  he  married  Ruth 
Talcott,  of  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  born  May  11, 
1 753,  ail(l  they  had  eight  children.  The' father 
died  November  25,  1800,  the  mother  on  June 
4,  1821. 

(VI)  Asa  White,  seventh  child  and  fourth 
son  of  Thomas  and  Ruth  (Talcott)  White, 
was  born  at  Bolton,  Conn.,  April  13,  1791,  and 
died  April  2,  1855.  As  a politician  and  well- 
known  public  man  he  was  prominent,  and  was 
interested  in  and  conducted  the  stage  line  be- 
tween Providence  and  Albany,  at  the  same  time 
carrying  on  farming.  By  his  wife  Eunice 
(Scovill)  he  had  a family  of  twelve  children, 
Edward  Elijah,  father  of  Frank  H.,  being  a 
twin  of  Edmund  Elizur  White. 

(VII)  Edward  Elijah  Wdiite,  son  of  Asa, 
was  born  September  16,  1821,  in  Bolton, 
Conn.,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated. 
Removing  in  course  of  time  to  Gildersleeve, 
Conn.,  he  there  worked  at  ship  carpentry  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  active  life,  dying  in 
September,  1896.  In  his  earlier  days  he  was 
one  of  the  contractors  who  built  a portion  of 
the  old  New  England  railway — the  section  run- 
ning through  Bolton  Mountain ; he  also  con- 
structed the  Snipsic  dam,  at  Rockville,  Conn. 
He  experienced  a good  start  in  life,  but  lost 
money  through  aiding  others.  In  politics  he 
was  a Democrat  up  to  the  time  of  the  C ivil 
war,  when,  being  a strong  Abolitionist,  and  be- 
coming displeased  with  the  stand  the  Demo- 
cratic party  took  on  that  issue,  he  joined  the 
Republicans,  and  ever  afterward  supported  the 
platform  of  that  party.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  a Con  grega  t i on  a 1 i s t , holding  membership 
in  the  Center  Church,  in  Portland,  Connecticut. 

Edward  E.  White  was  married,  June  18. 
1849,  to  Charlotte  Anne  Wells,  who  was  lx>rn 
January  7,  1820,  in  the  north  end  of  Portland, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Roswell  Wells  and  his  sec 
ond  wife,  Anne  (Barnes),  the  former  of  wlucn 


was  born  in  Colchester,  Conn.,  and  was  a car- 
penter and  builder  by  occupation.  His  wife 
was  a native  of  New  York  State,  a daughter 
of  Rev.  Allen  Barnes,  a Methodist  minister, 
who  was  bom  in  Middletown,  and  was  married 
in  Killingworth,  Conn.,  to  Esther  Armstrong. 
Rev.  Mr.  Barnes  died  on  Dong  Island,  where  he 
had  lived  for  several  years.  The  family  of  Ros- 
well Wells  consisted  of  eight  children,  two  sons 
and  six  daughters,  Mrs.  Edward  E.  White  be- 
ing the  eldest. 

A brief  record  of  the  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edward  E.  White  is  as  follows  : ( 1 ) 
Charlotte  Anne,  torn  June  12,  1851,  married 
Nathan  Alclen,  of  East  Hampton,  Conn.  She 
died  October  19,  1885,  i°  Samersville,  Mass., 
leaving  four  children,  Harry  P.,  Orville  Mon- 
roe, Dorothy  Louise  and  John  W.,  who  are 
of  the  tenth  generation  in  descent  from  John 
Alden  and  Priscilla  Mullens,  of  Plymouth.  (2) 
Miss  Ella  L.  lives  in  New  Haven,  Conn.  (3) 
Earl  died  when  two  and  one-half  years  old. 
(4)  Eunice  A.  is  a school  teacher  in  Middle- 
town.  (5)  Frank  H.  is  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines.  (6)  Evelyn  R.,  bom  September 
19,  1864,  married  Miss  Bertha  J.  Hale,  of 
South  Farms,  Conn.  At  one  time  he  was  in 
business  with  his  brother,  Frank,  and  was  a 
most  promising  young  man,  possessed  of  more 
than  ordinary  business  capacity.  Me  died  Jan- 
uary 22,  1894,  leaving  one  son.  Percival  H. 
The  mother  of  this  family  is  making  her  home 
with  her  son,  our  subject. 

Frank  H.  White  received  his  education  at 
the  Gildersleeve  high  sch<x»l.  V hen  hut  a 
boy  he  showed  a natural  taste  for  mechanics, 
and  for  the  branch  of  wood  working,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  with  James  Mer- 
rick, a well-known  contractor  of  Ilolvoke, 
Mass.  Returning  to  Portland,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Ellery  B.  Taylor,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained two  vears,  after  which  for  the  follow- 
ing six  vears  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Watson 
Edwards,  also  of  Portland.  In  1887  he  formed 
a partnership  with  his  brother,  E.  K..  tor  the 
purpose  of  building  and  selling  dwelling  houses 
on  eas\r  terms,  in  which  line  they  were  the 
pioneers  in  this  section,  and  in  connection  with 
same  our  subject  did  contract  work  in  his  line. 
On  the  death  of  Ins  brother,  brank  II.  contin- 
ued the  business  alone.  Among  some  of  the 
handsome  specimens  of  hi"  work  are  the  resi 
donees  of  F.  L.  Caulkins.  William  Jamison.  K. 
P.  Augur,  Carleton  Leach,  and  his  own  home. 
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not  to-  mention  the  fine  fire  department  head- 
quarters on  Main  street.  He  owns  several 
houses  in  one  of  the  most  desirable  portions 
of  the  city. 

In  politics  Mr.  White  is  a Republican,  and 
in  January,  1898,  he  was  elected  ai  member  of 
the  common  council  for  two-  years,  during 
which  time  his  interest  in  city  affairs  made:  him 
a valuable  acquisition  to  that  body.  Socially 
he  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Warren 
Lodge,  No'.  51,  at  Portland.  Mr.  White  is  um 
married.  He  is  an  unostentatious,  plain-going 
•citizen,  one  who  has  fought  his  own  way.  in  the 
world,  and  is  a representative  business  man, 
one  whose  integrity  has  never  been  questioned. 

ULYSSES  S.  COOK,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
leading  representatives  -of  the  medical  profes- 
sion in  Middlesex  County,  and  one  well  known 
throughout  the  State,  was  born  in  Portland, 
Conn.,  August  25,  1845,  a son  of  Dr.  Henry  E. 
and  Elizabeth  B.  (Strickland)  Cook. 

The  Cook  family  is  of  English  origin,  and 
when  the  early  ancestors  of  the  Colonial  days 
came  to  America  they  located  in  Barnstable, 
Mass.  About  1735  josiah  and  Hannah  Cook 
removed  from  Massachusetts  and  settled  in  the 
town  o-f  Chatham,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.  From 
the  church  records  of  Middle  Haddami  is  gath- 
ered that  Josiah  Cook  and  his  wife  united  with 
the  church  October  4,  1741,  and  had  four  chil- 
dren baptized  at  the  same  time,  Elizabeth,  Jo- 
siah, Elijah  and  Joshua. 

Henry  Evelyn  Cook,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  the  town  of  Chatham  (now 
Portland),  where  he  grew  to  maturity  and 
married.  Having  early  determined  to  adopt 
the  medical  profession  as  his  life  work,  he  stud- 
ied in  New  London,  under  an  old  and  efficient 
physician,  and  after  completing  his  course  re- 
turned to-  Portland.  There  he  began  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  and  in  1845  came  to  Moodus, 
continuing  in  his  work  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1874,  when  he  was 
aged  sixty-five.  As  a medical  man  he  was  un- 
usually successful,  and  made  a specialty  of  the 
treatment  of  cancer,  attaining  celebrity  in  that 
line.  In  political  matters  he  was  a strong  Dem- 
ocrat, but  never  aspired  to  political  office.  The 
death  of  his  good  wife  occurred  in  1880,  when 
she  was  seventy-two.  To  them  were  born: 
Sarah  Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen; and  Ulysses  S. 

Ulysses  S.  Cook  has  been  a resident  of 


Moodus  since  he  was  nine  weeks  old.  After 
studying  in  the  excellent  district  schools,  he  at- 
tended academy  at  Essex,  Conn.,  and  later 
at  Wilbraham,  Mass.  He  devoted  much  time 
to  boisterous  play,  and  frequently  astonished 
the  teachers  by  his  unexpected  methods  of  re- 
lieving his  pent-up  feelings.  Returning  home, 
he  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  his  fath- 
er, and  devoted  much  time  to  a special  course 
in  the  treatment  of  cancer.  Upon  his  father’s 
death  he  succeeded  to  the  entire  practice,  which 
he  has  greatly  extended.  At  present  Dr.  Cook 
conducts  a sanitarium,  as  he  did  for  many  years 
prior  to  his  father’s  death,  and  he  also  receives 
patients  in  his  beautifully  appointed  private 
home.  Dr.  Cook  has  by  his  thoroughness  ad- 
vanced the  standard  of  excellence  in  his  pro- 
fession in  Middlesex  county,  and  his  success  is 
but  the  legitimate  reward  of  intelligent  effort 
directed  along  proper  channels. 

Dr.  Cook  was  married  to  Ella  G.  Smith,  a 
daughter  of  Abner  G.  Smith,  a native  of  Cha- 
tham. Dr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  have  no  children 
of  their  own,  but  they  have  tenderly  reared  one 
who  is  now  a young  lady,  and  a loved  inmate 
of  the  family.  In  politics  Dr.  Cook  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, although  very  broad  in  his  views  and 
willing  to  permit  everyone  to  have  an  opinion. 
Although  not  associated  with  any  religious  de- 
nomination, Dr.  Cook  recognizes  the  need  for 
such,  and  is  a firm,  believer  in  the  religion  pro- 
mulgated. Socially  the  Doctor  is  identified 
with  the  Moodus  Drum  and  Fife  Corps,  or- 
ganized in  1865,  whose  membership  is  from  fif- 
teen to'  twenty,  and  which  has  almost  national 
fame,  the  organization  having  played  in  Wash- 
ington, Hartford,  and  other  large  cities  during 
various  campaigns.  Dr.  Cook  is  also1  presi- 
dent of  the  Moodus  Gun  Club,  an  organization 
of  local  sportsmen. 

In  their  home  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  have 
many  valuable  pieces  of  Colonial  furniture,  in- 
cluding an  old-fashioned  kitchen  clock  and  a 
spinning-wheel,  used  by  his  mother  when  a 
girl;  chairs,  couch,  etc.,  formerly  owned  by 
Commissary  General  Champion ; and  two 
warming  pans,  one  brass  and  the  other  copper. 

HENRY  THOMAS  SELLEW.  The  fam- 
ily of  Sellew  is  of  the  stock  of  French  Hugue- 
nots. With  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes  members  of  the  ancient  and  honorable 
house  who  were  then  living  in  France,  found 
themselves  obliged  to  seek  an  asylum  in  foreign 
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lands.  Some  fled  to  Holland ; others  found 
refuge  in  America.  Among  those  who  sought 
and  found  a new  home  in  the  New  World  was 
Philip  Sellew,  the  first  of  this  family  to  come 
to  America.  Pie  landed  at  Boston,  and,  being 
a man  of  ripe  learning,  at  once  found  employ- 
ment as  a teacher.  His  wife’s  name  was  Eliz- 
abeth. Their  son, 

Capt.  John  Leland  Sellew,  was  born  in  1717 
in  Edgartown,  Mass.  He  connected  himself 
with  a company  of  Dutchmen  engaged  in  a 
trading  expedition,  and  was  captain  of  a vessel 
of  which  he  was  part  owner,  and  died  in  Suri- 
nam, Dutch  Guiana,  of  fever,  with  all  of  his 
crew  except  the  mate,  whose  name  was  Finley. 
In  September,  1739,  Capt.  Sellew  married  Han- 
nah Hamilton,  and  he  left  three  children, 
Thomas,  John  and  Philip.  The  widowed 

mother  subsequently  married  Finley,  the  mate 
before  mentioned.  She  was  a direct  descend- 
ant of  Thomas,  Duke  of  Hamellin,  who  came 
to  America  as  a refugee  under  the  proscription 
enforced  by  Oliver  Cromwell.  Thomas,  Duke 
of  Hamellin,  accompanied  James  VI  of  Scot- 
land to  London,  when  the  latter  went  thither 
to  be  crowned  James  I of  England,  having  suc- 
■ ceeded  to  the  English  throne  upon  the  death  of 
Elizabeth  without  issue.  He  was  a favorite 
courtier  of  the  King,  but  when  the  house  of 
Stuart  was  dethroned  by  Cromwell  he  was  one 
of  those  whose  loyalty  to  their  sovereign  rend- 
j ered  them  especially  obnoxious  to  the  Lord 
Protector.  Pie  was  forced  to-  leave  the  coun- 
try, and  came  to  Boston,  Mass.,  where  he  was 
soon  given  a colonel’s  commission  and  made 
sheriff  of  the  ocunty.  Pie  was  the  owner  of 
a valuable  silver-mounted  sword  and  a silver- 
headed  cane,  which  have  become  treasured  heir- 
| looms  in  the  Sellew  family,  to  whom  they  de- 
scended through  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Ham- 
ilton, who  married  John  L.  Sellew.  They  are 
now1  owned  by  Plenry  T.  Sellew,  and  at  his 
death  will  probably  descend  to  his  son,  Thomas 
Hamellin. 

Philip  Sellew  (son  of  Capt.  John  L.),  on 
the  death  of  his  father  was  adopted  by  his 
grandfather,  the  schoolmaster  in  Harwich, 
Mass.,  lived  in  his  family,  and  was  educated  by 
him.  Sometime  previous  to  his  marriage  he 
lived  in  New  York  and  Rhode  Island,  and  he 
subsequently  settled  in  Glastonbury . Conn. 
Upon  a visit  to'  his  mother.  Mrs.  Finley,  who 
was  living  in  Connecticut,  he  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Elizabeth  Smith,  daughter  of 


Jeduthan  and  Mary  ( Kimberly)  Smith,  and 
they  were  married  in  1767.  They  had  a fam- 
ily of  twelve  children,  Anna,  Hannah,  Samuel, 
Thomas,  Thomas  (2),  Chauncey,  Bersheba, 
James,  Dorothy,  William,  Eleazer  and  Mercy. 
The  father  died  June  12,  1828,  aged  eighty-five 
years;  the  mother  died  November  n,  1825, 
aged  eighty  years.  Their  remains  lie  in  the  old 
North  cemetery  at  Glastonbury. 

Thomas  Sellew,  son  of  Philip,  and  the 
grandfather  of  Henry  T.,  was  born  December 
6,  1774,  and  lived  to  reach  the  remarkable  age 
of  eighty-seven,  years,  eleven  months,  dying 
November  5,  1862,  in  Portland,  Conn.  He 
was  a man  of  fine  physique,  tall,  erect  and  well 
proportioned.  He  was  extensively  engaged  h 
the  purchase  and  sale  of  horses  buying  chiefly 
in  the  North  and  West,  and  seeking  a market 
in  the  South,  and  even  in  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
having  made  several  voyages  to  the  Hawaiian 
group  with  cargoes  of  stock.  On  January  2, 
1800,  he  married  Lucy  Bulkley  Lord,  of 
Marlboro,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Eunice 
(Bulkley)  Lord.  Mrs.  Sellew  died  May 
1,  i8t6,  aged  forty-one  years.  She  bore 
him  six  children : ( 1 ) Sarah  Olmsted, 

born  in  January,  1801,  died  in  June, 
1880,  unmarried.  (2)  Philip  Hamilton,  born 
in  November,  1802,  died  in  January,  1873.  He 
was  twice  married,  (first)  to  Hannah  Welles, 
a descendant  of  Gov.  Thomas  Welles,  and  after 
her  death  to  Theodosia  White.  (3)  Mary 
Bulkley,  born  February  4,  1804.  died  in  De- 
cember, 1879.  She  was  the  wife  of  Dr.  Co- 
ville  Lee,  and  lived  in  Ohio.  (4)  Ann  Eliza, 
born  March  7,  1806,  died  at  Middletown, 
Conn.,  May  10,  1891.  She  married  George 
Crittenden,  of  Portland.  (5)  Thomas  Smith 
is  referred  to  below.  (6)  Anson  Robbins,  the 
youngest  in  the  family,  was  born  Octol>cr  20, 
1815.  and  passed  away  August  20,  1863.  lie 
married  Alma  Yale. 

Thomas  Smith  Sellew  was  bom  in  Glaston- 
bury in  August,  1810,  and  died  in  February, 
1878.  Between  the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen  he 
lived  with  his  mother's  relatives,  the  Lords, 
lie  was  bred  to  the  trade  of  a tanner  in  East 
Haddam,  and  for  a time  found  employment 
thereat  in  Middletown,  Chatham  and  other 
towns.  Later  lie  purchased  a tannery  at  Cov- 
entry, this  State,  which  he  continued  to  operate 
until  184b,  when  he  returned  to  Middlesex 
county.  For  a time  he  carried  on  the  business 
of  tanner  at  Marlboro,  and  for  three  years  op- 


848 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


erated  a paper  mill  at  Hebron.  He  was  a man 
of  keen  intellect,  strong  convictions  and  rugged 
honesty.  Originally  a:  Whig,  he  subsequently 
affiliated  with  the  Know-Nothings,  but  ulti- 
mately became  a Republican.  The  closing 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Chatham,  where 
he  died  in  February,  1878.  He  was  married, 
in  East  Hampton,  to  Almira,  daughter  of 
Amasa  Daniels  and  Mary  Shepard.  [For  in- 
formation concerning  the  Shepard  family,  the 
reader  is  referred  to  the  biographical  sketch  of 
Charles  F.  Shepard,  elsewhere.]  This  union 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  sons  and  one 
daughter,  Hlenry  T.  Sellew  being  the  second 
born.  Clinton  Daniels,  the  eldest  of  the  fam- 
ily, was  employed  in  the  office  of  the  assessor 
of  Internal  Revenue,  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  for 
some  years,  and  is  now  postmaster  at  that  city. 
Emily  Daniels,  the  third  child  and  only  daugh- 
ter, is  the  wife  of  Frank  J.  Gates,  of  East 
Hampton.  Amasa  Daniels,  the  youngest,  died 
before  reaching  the  age  of  fourteen. 

The  life  of  Henry  Thomas  Sellew  has  been 
one  of  constant  work,  yet  it  has  been  marked 
by  that  fidelity  to  duty  which  is  the  true  corner 
stone  of  all  real  success.  He  was  born  in  Cov- 
entry, Conn.,  June  12,  1842.  He  was  care- 
fully reared,  and  his  attendance  at  the  common 
schools  was  supplemented  by  instruction  re- 
ceived at  a private  school  conducted1  in  the  base- 
ment O'f  the  Congregational  Church  ait  East 
Hampton.  Fie  began  life’s  struggles  when  a 
youth  of  eighteen  years,  when  he  first  found 
employment  in  an  East  Hampton  bell  foundry. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  IT,  of  the 
Twenty-first  Connecticut  Volunteers,  and 
proved  a gallant  soldier,  with  his  regiment  par- 
ticipating in  many  severe  engagements,  among 
than  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Drury’s 
Bluff  and  Cold  Harbor.  He  was  also-  with  his 
command  through  the  siege  of  Suffolk,  and  in 
the  fighting  before  Petersburg  was  soi  severely 
wounded  that  for  four  months  he  was  confined 
toi  a hospital.  On  being-  mustered  out,  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  he  returned  to  East  Hampton, 
and  again  found  work-in  a bell  foundry,  where 
lie  remained  several  years.  At  present  he  is 
one  of  Middlesex  county’s  most  successful 
farmers,  owning  340  acres  of  land.  He  is  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  dairying,  having  a herd 
of  from  twenty  to  thirty  cows,  and  is  a large 
daily  shipper  of  milk  to  New  Haven.  In,  addi- 
tion to-  his  other  labors,  he  has  learned  the  trade 
of  a stonemason,  and  in  the  erection  of  the 


handsome  modern  house  in  which  he  resides 
he  rendered  valuable  assistance. 

Mr.  Sellew  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
in  1897  was:  elected  to  the  Lower  House  of  the 
Legislature,  serving  as  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Forfeited  Rights.  He  also  held  the 
office  of  constable  for  four  or  five  years.  He 
is  a man  of  generous  impulses  and  genial  na- 
ture, popular  and  esteemed  in  the  community 
at  large,  and  beloved  by  his  friends.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  of  the  Order  of  United  American 
Mechanics,  as  well  as  of  Mansfield  Po-st,  No. 
53,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Middletown. 

On  May  26,  1868;  Mr.  Sellew  was  married 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  B.  Goff  who-  was  born  Oc- 
tober 16,  1847,  daughter  of  Gurdon  S.  and 
Chloe  Maria  (Tilden)  Goff.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sellew  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  of  the  East  Hampton 
Grange.  Mrs.  Sellew  also  belongs  to  the 
Woman’s  Relief  Corps.  To  their  marriage 
have  come  two  daughters  and  three  sons : Al- 
mira Elizabeth,  born  March  17,  1870,  is  a 
stenographer  and  typewriter;  Emma  Viola, 
born  September  12,  1871,  married  Clayton  F. 
Carpenter,  of  Waterbury,  on  January  19,  1895, 
and  has  two  children,  Howard  and  Edith; 
George  Henry,  born  May  1,  1873,  is  a clerk 
in  the  railroad  freight  office  a,t  New  Haven; 
Ralph  G.,  born  February  25,  1875,  ls  still  at 
home;  Thomas  Hamlellin.  born  June  22,  1879, 
is  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  has  been  employed 
in  Florida,  and  is  now  engaged  in  contracting 
at  Moodus. 

DAVID  HALE,  Jr.  (deceased),  of  Mid- 
dletown, Middlesex  Co-.,  Conn.  The  Hales 
are  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  New  England. 
Their  first  location  was  in  Hartford,  whence 
they  removed  to'  Glastonbury,  and  there  have 
been  numerous  representatives  in  this  section 
for  many  years.  David  Hale  was  in  his  life- 
time one  of  the  leading  business  men  and  citi- 
zens of  Middletown.  He  had  only  a humble 
start  in  life,  but  with  the  help  of  his  estimable 
wife  rose  to'  a position  of  affluence.  For  thir- 
ty years  he  was  one  of  the  city’s  prosperous 
business  men.  From  early  youth  he  manifested 
an  industrious  and  thrifty  disposition,  and 
many  a bushel  of  huckleberries  died  he  buy 
and  sell  as  a youngster. 

David  Hale  was  bom  March  10,  1825,  in 
South  Glastonbury,  son  of  David  and  Sarah 
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(Tryon)  Hale.  He  had  the  benefits  of  the 
district  school  until  he  left  home  to  work  in 
the  quarries  at  Portland,  beginning  at  day  la- 
bor, which  he  wias  willing  to-  do'  until  he  could 
secure  a more  important  position.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  was  a time  keeper  on  the  rock. 
In  November,  1854,  at  Durham,  Conn.,  he 
married  Miss  Harriet  B.  Badet,  who  was  born 
in  New  London  June  23,  1825,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Shaw  and  Betsy  (Butler)  Badet,  and 
granddaughter  of  William  Butler.  Thomas 
Shaw  Badet,  her  father,  a tailor  in  New  Lon- 
don, was  the  only  child  of  Pierre  Badet,  who 
was  born  in  France  and.  came  to  the  United 
States.  He  married  Hannah  Prentice,  of  New 
London,  Conn.  Thomas  S.  Badet  by  his  first 
marriage,  to'  Betsy  Butler,  was  the  father  of 
six  children  : Thomas  P.  was  a coal  and  lumber 
merchant  of  New  London,  where  he  died  in 
August,  1899.  Francis,  a cooper  by  trade,  died 
in  the  west.  Edward  died  in  Clay  Center, 
Kansas ; he  was  a cooper  by  trade.  Henry 
was  a successful  merchant  of  New  London, 
Conn.  William  died  at  sea.  Harriet  B.  be- 
came Mrs.  Hale.  By  the  second  union  there 
were  two  children. 

Betsy  Butler  was  a daughter  of  William 
and  Sarah  (Hull)  Butler.  Thomas  S.  Badet, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Hale,  died  in  New  London, 
Conn.,  in  1854. 

David  Hale  continued  seventeen  years  in 
the  employment  of  the  quarry  company,  and 
in  1861  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness with  Timothy  Parker  as  his  partner,  in  a 
gentlemen’s  furnishing  store  at  No.  280  Main 
street.  Mr.  Parker  left  the  firm  after  some 
i years,  selling  out  to  William  H.  Beebe.  Mr. 

Beebe  died,  and  Mr.  Hale  continued  alone  un- 
! til  1890,  when  his  son,  Walter  T.  took  the 
I business.  Walter  T.  was  the  only  child  of  his 
! parents;  he  was  born  in  November,  1857,  and 
I died  in  July,  1901.  David  Hale  was  a Repuh- 
j lican,  and  at  one  time  served  as  alderman.  He 
J was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Mr. 
Hale  left  a good  property  and  a good  name. 
His  widow  is  a highly  estimable  lady,  and  a 
woman  of  unusual  business  ability. 

David  Hale,  the  father  of  our  subject  prop- 
er, was  a farmer,  and  lived  near  South  Glaston 
bury,  lie  died  on  his  home  farm,  and  his 
widow1  lived  four  years  with  her  son,  David, 
Jr.,  in  Middletown.  They  were  ‘.lie  parents  of 
the  following  children:  Francis,  who  died  in 


Portland;  David,  Jr.;  Joseph,  living  in  Ionia, 
Mich. ; and  Edgar,  living  at  South  Farms, 
Connecticut. 

GEORGE  THOMAS  MEECH.  In  re- 
publican America,  caste  at  all  times  obtrudes 
itself.  Though  titles  are  barred  by  constitu- 
tional proscription,  the  aristocrat  still  flour- 
ishes, at  odds  with  the  genius  of  our  govern- 
ment. There  is  buried  in  the  hearts  of  human 
nature  a tendency  to  elation  at  personal  possess- 
ion, be  it  wealth,  intelligence  cxr  family.  But 
there  are  individuals,  who,  rich  in  all  these  ac- 
cessories, yet  remain  true  democrats  in  every 
fiber  of  their  being,  whose  lives  are  unostenta- 
tious, whose  mingling  with  their  fellow  men  is 
that  of  comradeship  and  sympathy.  If  in  the 
town  of  Middletown  were  sought  the  name  of 
one  of  its  prominent  citizens  who  fitly  exempli- 
fied this  true  democracy,  that  of  George  Thom- 
as Meech  would  probably  be  given.  His  ca- 
reer has  been  one  of  ambition,  not  to  excel,  but 
to  labor  and  accomplish.  He  has  been  emi- 
nently successful,  but  the  fact  is  well  concealed. 
Eligible  to  membership  in  various  exclusive 
societies,  he  has  withheld  his  name;  active  in 
every  movement  to  benefit  the  town,  he  has 
persistently  declined  honors  and  offices  of  re- 
sponsibility and  trust.  Creator  of  a name  in 
the  commercial  world  that  stands  for  large  re- 
sources and  unimpeachable  integrity,  his  per- 
sonality is  that  of  a plain,  ordinary  man.  lie 
is  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Meech  & Stod- 
dard, dealers  at  Middletown  in  grain,  flour, 
feed  and  seeds,  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
extensive  firms  in  that  line  in  Central  Connect- 
icut. 

The  record  of  Mr.  Meech’s  ancestry  in- 
cludes many  names  that  are  familiar  to  the  stu- 
dents of  Connecticut  history,  including  the 
Waites,  Mathers,  Averys,  Tylers,  Lords.  Elder- 
kins,  etc. 

Stephen  Meech.  his  emigrant  ancestor  in 
the  direct  paternal  line,  and  the  progenitor  of 
the  Meeches  in  New  I.mulon  county  and  vicin- 
itv,  according  to  tradition,  came  to  New  Eng- 
land on  account  of  religious  persecution.  It  is 
also  a family  tradition  that  his  surname  was 
really  Walbridge.  and  that  lie  assumed  his 
mother’s  maiden  name  Meech.  Again,  it  was 
thought  In  some  of  the  earlier  generations  of 
the  family  that  he  was  one  of  the  Meeches  of 
Devon,  England.  Me  located  in  what  i>>  now 
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North  Stonington,  Conn.,  on  land  some  two 
miles  east  of  the  city  of  Preston.  Stephen 
Meech  married  in  this  country,  and  his  chil- 
dren were  John  and  Daniel.  John,  born  in 
1694,  settled  on  a farm  about  two  miles  north 
■of  Preston.  He  died  January  13,  1782,  aged 
■eighty-eight  years.  His  wife’s  name  was 
Sarah.  Joshua  Meech,  probably  a son  of  this 
couple,  married  Lucy , whoi  died  Janu- 

ary 18,  1824,  aged  ninety-five  years.  Their 
son,  Jacob  Meech,  kept  a,  tavern  for  years  in  the 
Meech  neighborhood,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
Sarah  are  buried  there;  he  died  February  21, 
1847,  aged  eighty-nine  years,  and  she  died  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1836,  aged  seventy-eight  years.  Ja- 
cob' and  Sarah  Meech  had  six  children,  the  sons 
being  Appleton,  John  and  Charles. 

(II)  Daniel  Meech,  son  of  Stephen,  was 
twice  married,  his  second  wife  being  Amy  Wil- 
cox, a woman  of  great  vigor,  and  extraordinary 
beauty.  They  resided  for  years  in  the  old 
home,  and  then  removed  to  Canterbury.  They 
had  eleven  children : Hezekiah,  Daniel,  Thom- 
as (the  next  in  the  line  of  descent),  Elisha, 
Hannah,  Aaron,  Amy,  Susan,  Esther,  Tamar, 
and  one  that  died  in.  infancy.  Of  these,  Heze- 
kiah married  (first)  Sybil  Brewster.  Daniel 
was  a lieutenant  in  the  British  army  and  was 
killed  in  1759,  in  the  vicinity  of  Quebec;  he 
left  a widow  and  three  children.  Elishai  re- 
moved to  Vermont,  and  became  one  of  the  rich- 
est and  most  influential  men  in  that  State,  of 
which  one  of  his  sons  was  governor.  Aaron 
never  married. 

( III ) Thomas  Meech,  born  February  22, 

1749,  in  Preston,  died  there  October  21,  1822. 
On  October  5,  1768,  he  married  Lucretia;  Kim- 
ball, who  was  born  April  19,  1750,  and  died 
April  9,  1834,  at  Preston.  They  had  a family 
of  eleven  children,  namely:  (1)  Stephen  W., 

born  May  20,  1769,  married:  Lucy  Billings. 
(2)  Gtirdon.  born  March  29,  1771,  married 
Lucy  Swan,  and  died  in  February,  1854.  (3) 

Shubael,  the  grandfather  of  George  T.,  is  men- 
tioned below.  (4)  Rev.  Asa,  born  April  20, 
1775,  married  a Miss  De  Witt.  He  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1849,  at  which  time  he  was  located  at 
Hull,  Canada.  (5)  Cynthia,  born  October  4, 
1777,  married  Samuel  Gager,  and  died  in  Janu- 
ary, 1864.  (6) Esther,  born  February  26,  1780, 
married  Alexander  Rogers,  and  died  April  23, 
1864.  (7)  Charles  married,  on  March  1,  1804, 

Cynthia  Crary.  (8)  Thomas  Miner,  born 
February  17,  1783,  married  Ruth  Tyler,  and 


died  November  23,  1823.  (9)  Lucretia,  born 

October  27,  1787,  died  June  5,  1792.  (10) 

Mary  Park,  born  August  22,  1792,  married 
Joseph  Yerrington.  (11)  Lucretia  (2),  born 
April  30,  1796,  married  John  Abell. 

(IV)  Shubael  Meech,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  November  4,  1773,  and 
November  16,  1798,  married  Sarah  Lord,  who 
was  born  in  1775,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
Abigal  (Tyler)  Lord,  and  granddaughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Colt)  Tyler.  John  Tyler 
was  prominent  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  act- 
ing as  captain  of  the  Second  Company,  from 
Preston.  Conn.,  in  June,  1776.  On  August 
12,  1776,  he  was  promoted  from:  lieutenant- 
colonel  to  colonel,  and  served  subsequently  as 
brigadier  general  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Colon- 
ial troops.  From1  the  Otis  Library,  Norwich, 
Conn.,  “Connecticut  in  the  Revolution”  (page 
430),  “Record  of  State  of  Connecticut,”  1776- 
78  (pages  29,  262  and  others)  and  “Colonial 
Records,”  of  Connecticut  (Volume  XX),  we 
have  the  following  information  concerning 
him : John  Tyler,  Preston,  colonel  Tenth 

Regiment,  Continental  Army,  ’76;  appointed 
brigadier  general,  Third  Brigade  of  Militia, 
succeeding  Sadtonstall,  June,  ’77;  served1,  in 
Rhode  Island  and  on  State  Alarms  through  the 
war.  “This  Assembly  do  appoint  John  Tyler, 
Esq.,  to  be  colonel  of  the  Eighth  Regiment  of 
Militia  in  this  State,  instead  of  Samuel  Coit, 
Esq.,  resigned.”  “This  Assembly  do  appoint 
Col.  John  Tyler  to'  be  Brigadier  General  of  the 
Third  Brigade  of  Militia  in  this  state  in  the 
room  of  Brig.  Gen.  Saltonstall,  resigned.” 

Shubael  Meech  was  a farmer  and  lifelong 
resident  of  Griswold,  Conn.  He  died  Novem- 
ber 4,  1839,  and  his  wife  outlived  himi  twenty- 
four  days,  dying  November  28,  of  the  same 
year.  The  children  of  Shubael  and  Sarah 
(Lord)  Meech  were  as  follows:  (1)  Sarah, 

born  September  4,  1799,  married  Silas  Reade, 
of  Lisbon,  Conn.,  and  died  December  24,  1835- 
(2)  Hezekiah  L.,  born  April  9,  1801,  died  sud- 
denly May  8,  1884,  in  a bank  at  New  Haven, 
while  transacting  some  business.  He  had  been 
a teacher  early  in  his  life,  was  released  from 
business  some  years  before  his  death,  and  was 
living  in  New  Haven.  He  had  resided'  in 
Griswold,  Conn.,  for  many  years.  He  married 
Mary  Copp.  (3)  Lydia,  born  October  14, 
1802,  married  Aaron  Stevens,  and  resided  in 
Norwich,  Conn.  She  died  August  11,  1840, 
in  Griswold,  Conn.  Mr.  Stevens  died  in  1873. 
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Their  son,  Dwight,  took  part  in  John  Brown’s 
raid,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  and  was  hanged 
March  16,  i860.  (4)  Henry,  born  April  24, 

1804,  married  Maria  Burton.  He  and  his  wife 
were  struck  by  a train  at  a railroad  crossing 
near  Canterbury,  Conn.,  and  were  killed  June 

11,  1859.  (5)  Mary  Ann,  born  November 

10,  1805,  died  unmarried  October  23,  1842. 
(6)  Susan,  born  September  25,  1807,  died  un- 
married September  20,  1837.  (7)  Shubael, 

born  February  21,  1809,  died  January  27,  1901, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  nearly  ninety-three 
years,  in  Lebanon,  Conn.,  where  he  resided. 
He  was  a surveyor,  teacher  and  farmer.  He 
married  Eiliza  Copp.  (8)  Adeline,  born  May 
2,  1 8 1 1 , became  the  second  wife  of  Aaron 
Stevens,  and  died  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  March 
23,  1887.  (9)  Edwin  Butler,  born  December 

12,  1812,  died  November  4,  1883,  at  Griswold, 
Conn.,  where  lie  made  his  home.  He  was  a 
blacksmith.  He  married  Sarah  Geer.  (10) 
John  Tyler,  the  father  of  our  subject,  is  fully 
mentioned  below.  ( 1 1 ) Dwight  Lester,  born 
March  12,  1816,  died  unmarried  May  4,  1884, 
in  Griswold,  Conn.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
fanner. 

(V)  John  Tyler  Meeeh,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Preston,  Conn., 
July  30,  1814.  He  was  reared  on  the 

farm,  receiving  the  rudiments  of  educa- 
tion common  in  the  days  of  his  youth. 
There  was  plenty  of  work  in  the  fields,  and  lie 
knew  little  of  idleness  or  sport.  He  remained 
on  the  farm  until  his  marriage,  March  13,  1842, 
at  the  home  of  his  bride,  in  Lyme,  to  Miss  Re- 
becca Mather  Waite,  whoi  was  born  in  that 
town  May  30,  1816,  daughter  of  William  and 
Rebecca  (Avery)  Waite.  Rebecca,  Avery,  her 
mother,  was  born  in  Groton,  Conn.,  October  4, 
1774,  daughter  of  Nathan  Avery,  who  was 
born  in  1744,  and  who  offered  the  first  prayer 
at  the  Gales  Ferry  school  house,  which  was 
the  place  of  worship  until  the  church  was  built 
in  that  town.  Tic  married  Rebecca  Elderkin. 
sister  of  Col.  Dyer  Elderkin,  of  Revolutionary 
fame. 

William  Waite,  the  maternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  November  23.  1 773> 
son  of  John  and  Rebecca  (Mather)  Waite. 
John  Waite  was  born  January  4,  1 74* a"d 
Rebecca,  his  wife,  on  December  22,  17 18 

John  Waite  bad  a brother,  Remick,  whose  ^’U, 
Henry,  was  the  father  of  Chief  Justice  \\  aite, 


of  the  LTiited  States  Supreme  Court.  William 
Waite  was  a farmer  of  Lyme,  Conn.  To  him 
and  his  wife  Rebecca  Avery  came  the  follow- 
ing children  : ( 1 ) Mercy  PL,  born  October 

2,  1806,  married  Silas  B.  Beebe.  They  re- 

moved to  Michigan,  where  she  died  September 
31,  1869.  (2)  Nathan  A.,  born  May  8,  1808, 

married  Cordelia  Beebe,  and  died  at  Lyme, 
Conn.,  September  2,  1838.  He  was  a ship 
carpenter.  (3)  William-  M.,  born  November 
6,  1809,  died  December  7,  1830,  at  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  to  which  city  he  had  removed  when  a 
young  man.  (4)  Prentiss  A.,  born  December 

3,  1812,  died  April  19,  1879,  in  New  London, 

Conn.  He  was  a mechanic.  (5)  John  E., 
born  July  8,  1814,  lived  past  the  age  of  seventy, 
and  died  at  Lyme,  Conn.,  June  29.  1894.  (6) 

Rebecca,  born  May  30,  1816,  married  John 
Tyler  Meech.  William  Waite,  the  father  of 
these  children,  lived  to  the  age  of  sixty-seven. 
His  wife  survived  him  one  year,  dying  at  the 
same  age.  He  was  a highly  respected  citizen, 
and  reared  a good  family.  His  wife  was  a 
devout  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  an 
earnest  Christian  woman. 

In  the  fall  of  1842  John  Tyler  Meech  set- 
tled on  a rented  farm  in  Lisbon,  Conn.  He 
resided  there  one  or  two  years,  and  later  occu- 
pied leased  farms  in  other  towns.  During  his 
active  life  he  lived  on  farms  in  the  following 
towns:  Lisbon,  Griswold,  Lyme,  Essex. 

Brooklyn,  Montville,  Groton  and  Led  yard,  and 
in  Central  and  West  Chester,  N.  V.  He  was 
a hardworking  industrious  man,  and  in  later 
■ life  bought  a home  at  Gales  Ferry,  where  dur- 
ing the  latter  years  of  his  life  lie  lived  in  com- 
fort, and  where  his  death  occurred  April  3. 
189^.  Tie  was  well  preserved  for  a man  whose 
j life  had  been  one  of  unremitting  toil  until  well 
past  middle  life,  and  physically  lie  was  large 
and  well  built.  In  disposition  he  was  extremely 
| modest  and  unassuming—  a man  who  was  re- 
spected bv  all  who  knew  him.  lie  was  promi- 
nent in  religious  affairs  in  the  Congregational 
j Church.  For  many  years  he  sang  in  the  choir 
of  that  religious  l*>dv.  Political!)  he  was 
originallv  a \\  hig,  later  a Republican,  and  ho 
took  an  active  interest  in  his  party  s success,  but 
I never  aspired  to  hold  office.  His  death  oc- 
1 curred  after  a happy  married  life  of  over  fifty- 
three  rears.  1 1 i s widow,  a well-preserved  old 
ladv.  occupies  the  home  a portion  of  the  tune, 
residing  occasionally  with  her  son  and  daugh- 
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ter.  She  is  a Christian  woman,  and  for  many 
years  lias  been  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

To:  John  Tyler  and  Rebecca  Mather 
(Waite)  Meech  were  born  three  children:  ( 1 ) 
George  Thomas-  is  our  subject.  (2)  John  died 
at  the  age  of  four  years  and  nine  months.  (3  ) 
Susan  married  Charles  Avery  Satterlee ; they 
live  at  Gales  Ferry,  and  have  three  children, 
Charles,  Alice  and  Elmer.  Of  these,  Charles 
entered  the  United  States  Revenue  Cutter  ser- 
vice after  passing  a,  most  excellent  examina- 
tion and  is  now  stationed  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

George  Thomas  Meech  was  born  Decem- 
ber 22,  1843.  As  a boy  he  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  but  the  chief  experience  of  his 
youth  was  as  a laborer  on  the  farms.  As  the 
only  son  who  grew  to  adult  age,  he  was  of 
great  assistance,  and  found  an  abundance  of 
work.  He  was  less  than  nineteen  years  of  age 
when  he  enlisted,  August  14,  1862,  in  Company 
C,  Twenty-first  United  States  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. The  regiment  was-  organized  at  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  and  breaking  camp  there  proceed- 
ed to  Washington.  It  was  ordered  to>  Antie- 
tam  but  did  not  arrive  until  after  the  engage- 
ment there.  Mr.  Meech  remained  with  his 
company  and  regiment,  participating  in  all  its 
engagements,  until  June  3,  1864.  Oh  that 
date,  while  lying  in  the  rifle  pits  at  Cold  Harbor, 
he  was  taken  ill,  and  was  removed  on  a stretch- 
er to  the  field  hospital,  from  which1  he  was  not 
discharged  for  several  weeks.  When  he  left 
the  hospital  and  was  ordered  to  rejoin  his  regi- 
ment, which  was  then  in  front  of  Petersburg, 
and  just  before  marching  orders  came,  he  was 
ordered  to-  report  to  Surgeon  Dwight  Satterlee, 
of  the  Eleventh  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infan- 
try. He  was  then  assigned  to-  duty,  and  was 
so  attentive  and  efficient  that  promotions  fol- 
lowed until  he  became  private  secretary  to  H. 
B.  Fowler,  surgeon  in  charge  of  Point  of  Rocks 
(Va.)  Hospital.  In  that  capacity,  and  in  the 
discharge  of  other  exacting  duties,  he  served 
until  discharged,  June  10,  1865,  at  Hampton, 
Va.,  whither  he  had  gone  in  command  of  a 
squad  of  men  in  the  hospital  service.  During 
his  entire  service  of  nearly  three  years  he  had 
never  returned  home.  Once  procuring  a fur- 
lough, he  gave  it  to1  a comrade  who  had  a wife 
and  family  at  home. 

When  finally  discharged  Mr.  Meech  re- 
turned to  Connecticut,  and  at  once  began  work 
at  Ledvard,  on  his  father’s  farm,  in  the  hay 


field,  taking  up  the  exact  labor  which  three  | 
years  before  he  had  abandoned  in  answer  to  his 
country’s  call  for  men.  Confident  of  his  abil-  ' 
ity  to-  succeed,  and  having  no  inclination  for  :i 
the  farm,  he  completed  a four-months  course 
in  the  United  States  College  of  Business  and 
Finance  at  New  Haven.  A former  acquaint- 
ance, N.  B.  Al-lyn,  at  that  time  was  employed 
as  a clerk  at  Middletown,  and  without  influen- 
tial friends  of  his  own  to  secure  for  him-  a start 
in  business  life  our  subject  learned  of  a modest  - 
opening  there.  Accordingly,  in  May,  1866,  1 1 

he  left  New  London  on  the  steamer  “Sun-  . I 
shine,’’  which  at  that  season  of  the  year  made 
occasional  trips  to  Hartford,  and  on  landing  ; 
at  Middletown  accepted  a-  position  as  driver  of 
a delivery  wagon  for  William  A.  Hedge,  a gro- 
cer there,  for  $4  per  week  and  his  board.  It  1 
was  the  opportunity  to  begin  a career  that  the  j 
young  soldier  sought.  His  prompt  and  indus-  j 
trious  service,  and  his  excellent  -care  of  his  | 
horse  and  wagon,  were  noticed  by  his  employ- 
er, and  within  a few  months  Mr.  Meech  was 
placed  in  the  store  as  a clerk.  There,  too,  he 
quickly  established  his  mastery  of  the  work,  and  ‘ 
when  shortly  after  Mr.  Hedges  wished,  on  ac- 
count  of  failing  health,  to  dispose  of  the  gro- 
cery part  of  his-  business,  retaining  only  the  ; 
crockery  department,  Mr.  Meech  and  Mr.  Al-  f 
lyn  became  the  purchasers,  the  father  of  our  ; 
subject,  having  confidence  in  the  ability  of -his  j 
son  to  succeed,  procuring  and  loaning  him  the  1 
funds-  necessary  to  make  the  purchase.  His  j 
father’s  finances  at  this  time  were  such  that  the  [ 
amount  of  $300  was  a large  sum,  comparatively  j 
speaking.  In  the  basement  under  what  is  now  J 
A.  M.  Bid  well’s  grocery  store,  the  two  young  ! 
men  thus  launched  into  business.  Their  quar- 
ters were  dingy,  but  the  first  day’s  sales  reached  \ 
$90,  and  the  venture  proved  a decided  success.  { 
The  same  intelligent  energy  the  young  propri-  I 
etors  had  given  their  former  employer  brought  ; 
prosperity  to-  themselves.  But  scarcely  more 
than  a year  had  passed  when  their  health  was  I 
affected  by  the  basement  location.  A proposi- 
tion to  buy  or  sell  was-  made  to-  Mr.  Meech,  and  j 
he  sold.  He  at  once  accepted  a position  as  ! 
bookkeeper,  at  a salary  of  $600  per  year,  with 
the  flour  and  feed  firm-  of  L.  N.  Barlow  & Co. 

The  business  prospered  greatly,  and  Mr.  Meech 
grew  in  favor  with  his  employers.  In  1869  he  f 
acquired  a half  interest  in  the  firm,  the  name  i 
of  which  remained  the  same  until  March,  1871,,  j 
when,  by  the  purchase  of  Mr.  Barlow’s  inter- 
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est  by  O.  E.  Stoddard,  the  firm  became  Meech 
& Stoddard,  which  continues  to  this  day,  and  is 
synonymous  with  unquestioned  integrity,  re- 
liability and  financial  strength.  In  1874  the 
firm  of  Meech  & Stoddard  built  the  mill  on 
North  Main  street,  and  they  have  operated 
same  ever  since. 

Mr.  Meech  has  been  identified  also  with 
various  other  business  interests  of  Middletown, 
and  has  extensive  and  valuable  real-estate  hold- 
ings. He  was  an  incorporator  of  the  Columbia 
Trust  Company,  of  Middletown,  and  was  elect- 
ed first  president,  but  declined  to  serve,  though 
he  has  ever  since  filled  the  office  of  director. 
He  is  a director  of  the  Farmers  & Mechanics 
Savings  Bank  of  Middletown,  also-  of  the  Co- 
operative Savings  Society  of  Hartford,  and  of 
the1  W.  & B.  Douglas  Company,  of  Middletown. 

In  politics  Mr.  Meech  is  a stanch  Republi- 
can, and,  while,  in  no  sense  shirking  bis  duty 
as  a member  of  his  party,  nor  as  a citizen,  he 
is  not  a politician.  He  served  two  years  in  the 
city  council,  and  for  a like  period  as  selectman ; 
and  was  a member  of  the  Municipal  Building 
committee  when  that  structure  was  erected. 

Mr.  Meech  was  married  June  11,  1873,  at 
Middletown,  to  Miss  Ella  Burr,  who  was  born 
August  3,  1849,  in  the  old  homestead  of  her 
father  on  Main  street,  Middletown,  daughter  of 
Hon.  Dr.  Ellsworth  and  Maria  T.  (Haling) 
Burr.  She  is  of  the  eighth  generation  from 
Benjamin  Burr,  one  of  the  original  proprietors 
of  Hartford,  and  a member  of  one  of  the  old- 
est families  of  New  England.  In  her  girlhood 
Mrs.  Meech  attended  Miss  Maria  Paynes 
school  for  young  ladies,  Middletown,  and  then 
graduated  from  a musical  seminary  at  Salem, 
Conn.,  one  of  the  noted  schools  of  its  day, 
patronized  bv  the  best  families  of  the  State. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meech  have  been  born  tour 
children:  (1)  George  Ellsworth,  Ixirn  No- 

vember 14,  1874,  has,  since  he  left  the  high 
school,  been  in  the  office  of  Meech  & Stoddard, 
and  is  one  of  the  substantial  young  men  of  the 
city.  (2)  Mabel  Burr,  born  February  1 '. 
1878,  is  a graduate  of  Forest  Glen  Ladies  ( ' 

lege,  in  Maryland.  (3)  Harold  Marwick,  L rn 
September  18.  1882,  graduated  from  the  Mid 
dletovvn  high  school  in  the  class  of  M)Oo.  and 
then  entered  Yale  University,  class  < > I 1904 
(4)  John  Tyler,  born  September  27.  188;,  dird 
September  18,  1 886. 

Roth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meech  are  pr<  minenl 
and  active  members  <>f  the  Smith  ( migrega 


tional  Church.  Our  subject  is  now  a deacon 
of  the  church,  and  a member  of  the  Society’s 
committee.  For  twenty  years  he  has  been  a 
teacher  in  the  Sabbath-school,  and  from  his 
early  manhood  has  been  a generous  contributor 
to  the  church.  For  nine  years  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  of  Middletown,  and 
acted  as  chairman  of  the  building  committee 
when  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building  was  erected  in 
that  city.  He  is  a member  of  Mansfield  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  at  Middletown.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  eligible  to  various  Colonial  societies, 
but  have  never  joined. 


HENRY  H.  FRANCIS.  The  story  of 
Mr.  Francis’  life  is  full  alike  of  interest  and  in- 
struction, being  a tale  of  the  achievements  of 
an  earnest  purpose  and  resolute  will,  aided  by 
indomitable  energy  and  inflexible  integrity.  He 
was  born  in  October,  1847,  >n  W ethersfield, 
Conn.,  of  which  town  his  ancestors  in  both 
lines,  those  of  Francis  and  of  Harris,  were  old 
and  highly  esteemed  residents,  and  his  parents 
were  born  there.  His  father,  John  N.  Francis, 
was  a sea  captain,  and  died  of  yellow  fever 
about  1866,  while  on  a voyage  in  the  Southern 
seas.  His  widow,  who  is  yet  living,  has 
reached  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

Henrv  TI.  Francis  was  yet  a child  when  his 
parents  removed  from  Wethersfield  t<>  New 
Haven,  and  the  rather  limited  educational  ad- 
vantages which  he  enjoyed  in  boylvxxl  were 
obtained  in  the  schools  of  the  last  named  city, 
which  at  that  time  afforded  facilities  vastly  in- 
ferior to  those  of  the  admirable  institutions  for 
the  imparting  of  elementary  education  which 
New  Haven  boasts  today.  His  school  days 
were  completed  before  he  had  fairly  entered 
upon  his  “teens”  and  then — perhaps  through  a 
boyish  quest  of  adventure  and  a desire  t<  ■ visit 
strange  lands  and  feast  his  eyes  upon  new  sights 
— he  accompanied  his  father  upon  a voyage  to 
the  West  Indies,  Barlmloes  and  other  localities 
in  the  tropics.  A single  experience  of  this 
character  cured  him  of  am  incipient  desire  tor 


a sailor's  life,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Messrs.  Ezra  Clark  <Sr 
Go, . «'f  Hartford,  dealers  in  iron  and  steel. 
He  began  in  the  humble  capacitv  of  "I mv.  hut 
bv  lidelitv.  assiduitv  and  application  worked 
himself  up,  step  l*\  step.  to  the  position  of 
bookkeeper,  and  afterward  became  head  e’erk 
He  remained  with  that  concern  tor  s.unc  four- 
teen and  a half  \ears,  when  he  ' egnn  the  career 
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as  a manufacturer  in  which  he  was  destined  to 
achieve  so  pronounced  a success.  He  secured 
an  interest  in  the  Union  Knife  Company,  of 
Naugatuck,  hieing  made  treasurer  of  the  con- 
cern. The  plant  and  stock  of  the  company 
were  destroyed  by  fire  some  five  years  later,  and 
Mr.  Francis  removed  to  Hartford,  where  he 
found  a,  wider  and  more  remunerative  field  for 
his  native  talent,  mechanical  skill  and  business 
experience.  At  the  outset  his  prospects  did  not 
appear  bright.  The  accumulations  of  years  of 
patient  effort  had  been  swept  away,  and  he  was 
content  to  accept  a position  as  traveling  sales- 
man for  the  Hartford  Rubber  Company,  the 
chief  owner  of  which  was  John  W.  Tracy,  Sr. 
Before  sending  him  on  the  road,  the  firm 
assigned  to  Mr.  Francis  the  task  of  preparing 
a new  Commercial  catalogue.  This  was  for 
him  a comparatively  novel  experience,  but  he 
acquitted  himself  so-  well  that  the  outcome  was 
considered  the  most  complete  and  handsome 
publication  of  its  kind  that  had  yet  appeared 
to  attract  the  attention  and  admiration  of  the 
trade.  In  consequence  the  compiler  was  given 
a responsible  position  in  the  company’s  office, 
his  travels  as  a salesman  being  indefinitely  post- 
poned. This  line  of  business  was  entirely  new 
to  him,  yet  his  innate  ability,  joined  to-  keen 
power  of  observation  and  unwearying  applica- 
tion, capacity  and  adaptability,  were  soon  dem- 
onstrated, and  be  was  rapidly  advanced,  first 
becoming  secretary  and  later  general  manager. 
Through  his  keen  insight  and  sound  judgment 
the  Hartford  Rubber  Works  within  four  years 
attained  a position  in.  the  front  rank  of  insti- 
tutions of  that  class  and  kind.  In  1892  the 
plant  passed  into'  other  hands,  and  Mr.  Francis 
severed  his  connection  with  the  concern.  In 
1893  the  Middlesex  Rubber  Company,  Middle- 
town,  was  organized,  and  he  waisi  chosen  presi- 
dent thereof,  a position  which  he  filled  until 
1896.  when  he  resigned  his  office  and  left  the 
company’s  service;  the  name  meanwhile  had 
been  changed  to  the  Omo  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. In  August,  1897,  a receiver  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  company,  but  in  February, 
1898,  a reorganization  was  effected,  Mr.  Fran- 
cis becoming  general  manager.  In  January  of 
the  succeeding  year  his  responsibilities  wiere  in- 
creased by  the  additional  imposition,  upon  him 
of  the  duties  of  secretary  and  treasurer,  which 
he  filled  until  November,  1901,  at  which  time 
he  became  president  and  treasurer.  These 
three  offices  he  yet  holds. 


The  business  of  this  company  at  first  was 
the  making  of  a general  line  of  rubber  goods, 
and  it  was  with  this  concern  that  the  celebrated 
Omo  dress  shield  originated.  The  popular 
favor  with  "which  this  device  has  been  received, 
it  having  found  a ready  sale  all  over  the  civi- 
lized world,  has  induced  the  company  tO'  make 
a specialty  of  its  manufacture.  The  output  of 
the  plant  is  large  and  constantly  increasing  and 
since  passing  out  of  the  hands,  of  a receiver  the 
corporation  has  become,  largely  through  the 
far-reaching  foresight  and  broad  comprehen- 
sion, of  its  manager,  a dividend-paying  and 
profitable  concern. 

Mr.  Francis  married,  in  1876,  Miss  Sara 
A.  Bidwell,  of  Hartford,  daughter  of  Samuel 
W.  Bidwell,  who  married  a,  Wheeler.  Their 
only  daughter,  Leila,  a young  lady  of  many 
native  graces  and  of  high  culture,  died  in  her 
nineteenth  year.  Both  Mr.  Francis  and  his 
wife  are  eligible  to-  membership  ini  the  orders 
known  as  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  yet  neither  has  applied 
for  admission. 

The  life  of  Mr.  Francis  has  been  one  of 
exceptional  activity,  yet  while  still  at  the  merid- 
ian of  life,  he  finds  his  labor  crowned  with  a 
success  which  may,  in  many  respects,  be  called 
well  nigh  phenomenal.  Beginning  his  career 
as  a business  man  and  manufacturer  at  the  foot 
of  the  ladder,  he  has  mounted,  rung  by  rung, 
to  distinguished  success  through  his  own1  un- 
aided efforts.  As  a citizen  he  is-  public-spirited 
and  conscientious.  A Republican  in  politics, 
and  always  deeply  interested  in  his  party’s  suc- 
cess, the  engrossing  cares;  of  his  business  life 
left  him  no  leisure  for  practical  work  or  ambi- 
tion as  a politician.  In  private  life  he  is  social 
and  genial,  a member  of  the  Middletown  Club, 
and  a generous  and  courteous  host  in  his  own 
home.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  Lafay- 
ette Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  of  Charter  Olak 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  both  of  Hartford.  He  is  a 
director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Middle- 
town. 

MRS.  JANE  A.  T'lBBALS,  who  is  living 
quietlv  at  Cobalt,  Middlesex  county,  surround- 
ed by  her  children,  grandchildren  and  many 
friends,  is  descended  from  an  old  and  honored 
family  of  this  county. 

Charles  Arnes,  her  father,  was  a native  of 
Portland,  this  county.  His  parents  dying 
young,  he  was  early  obliged  to  provide  for  him- 
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self,  and  was  a lifelong  farmer  in  the  town  of 
Portland,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Catherine  C.  Lewis,  and  was  a native 
of  the  same  town,  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three.  They  were'  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Margaret  married  Francis  Hale, 
and  died  in  June,  1899,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years:  Jane  A.,  now1  Mrs.  Tibbals,  is  second  in 
the  order  of  birth;  Frederick  L.,  born  in 
December,  1835,  married  Elizabeth  Carpenter, 
and  died  in  Portland ; and  Eliza  D.,  born  in 
1841,  married  Alonzo  D.  Pellett,  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut. 

Mrs.  Tibbals  was  born  in  the  town1  of  Port- 
land January  18,  1833,  and  was  married  Octo- 
ber 6,  1852,  to  William  T.  Tibbals,  a native  of 
Middle  Haddam,  town  of  Chatham.  He  was 
engaged  in  oakum  manufacturing,  an  enter- 
prise started  by  his  father,  Thadeus  Tibbals,  in 
1828,  and  was  also  interested  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  brick  at  Portland.  He  was  an  invalid 
the  last  sixteen  years  of  his  life,  and  died  Au- 
gust 1,  1885.  Mr.  Tibbals  was  well  known, 
and  comanded  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  in  either  busi- 
ness or  social  life. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tibbals  had  a family  of  three 
children  : William  B.,  the  eldest,  is  further 

mentioned  below.  Irwin  M.,  born  October  16. 
1857,  is  the  only  one  of  the  name  now  actively 
interested  in  the  oakum  business.  Frank  E., 
born  October  7,  1868,  married  Irene  Wetmore, 
of  Westfield,  Mass.,  and  has  one  child.  Hazel  1. 

Mrs.  Tibbals  is  devoted  to  her  family,  and 
all  successes  achieved  by  them  are  extremely 
gratifying  to  her.  All  accept  the  faith  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  are  highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed  in  the  community  where 
they  reside.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  I ibbals 
was  a Republican,  and  served  as  selectman  of 
his  town.  Further  mention  of  his  father  and 
the  oakum  business  will  be  found  elsewhere. 

William  Benton  Timbals,  born  \ugust 
7,  1853,  was  engaged  in  brickmaking  with  his 
father  at  Portland  at  the  time  of  the  lattci 
death.  1 le  is  a metal-caster  by  trade,  but.  owing 
to  close  attention  to  that  business,  has  for  some 
time  been  confined  to  his  home  with  an  ailment 
quite  common  among  metal  workers.  \s  a Ke 
publican  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  pHiti 
cal  matter,  and  was  a member  of  the  board 
of  selectmen  of  his  native  town  two  years.  I le 
represented  the  Middle  I ladd.nm  division  < 1 the 


town  of  Chatham  in  the  Legislature  in  189^. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  influential 
citizens  of  his  community.  Mr.  Tibbals  mar- 
ried Jennie  M.  Cone,  who  was  bom  March  3. 
1858,  daughter  of  Orlo  Cone,  and  died  October 
1,  1896.  They  had  three  children  : Jessie  A., 
who  was  born  December  20,  1882,  and  died 
when  one  year  old  ; Catherine  Lewis,  born  April 
8,  1884  ; and  William  Ernest,  born  September 
19,  1891. 

FRANK  PARSONS  HULL,  deceased. 
The  scenes  of  childhood  sometimes  in  after  life 
draw  irresistibly  upon  one  who  has  gone  out 
into  the  world  from  a limited  to  a wide  field 
of  action,  and  won  success  in  his  chosen  voca- 
tion. When  to  these  memories  are  added  the 
claims  and  entreaties  of  aged  parents  up  n an 
only  surviving  child,  then  are  presented  the 
reasons  which  brought  the  subject  < f this 
sketch  back  to  Durham  from  an  active  business 
life  in  the  citv.  Mr.  Hull  was  a descendant  of 
an  old  New  England  family.  He  was  a man 
of  powerful  physique,  weighing  about  two 
hundred  pounds,  was  of  very  fair  complexi*  n 
and  hair,  genial  in  disposition,  a favorite  among 
a wide  circle  of  friends,  and  a man  of  superioc 
bttsiness  ability. 

Henry  Hull,  his  grandfather,  lived  in  the 
southern  part  of  Durham,  Middlesex  county,  in 
a house  which  has  since  1>een  tom  down.  He 
married  Marietta  Chalker,  and  they  had  a fam- 
ily of  six  children,  namely  : ( 1 ) Isaac  was  a 

contractor  and  builder  in  Middletown  for  many 
years,  and  later  moved  to  Madison,  Conn., 
where  he  died;  lie  married  Deborah  Dee.  of 
Madison,  and  had  one  child,  Erastus.  mnv  » • t 
New  Haven.  (2)  Phebe  married  Charles  Ives, 
a farmer,  and  lived  in  Wallingford,  where  shc 
died,  leaving  one  son.  Amos,  who  is  now  livin  ; 

I in  Wallingford.  (3)  Harriet  married  a Mr. 
Riggs,  and  died  leaving  three  children,  ( >eorgi- 
ana,  Grace  (wife  of  Frank  Baisden.  of  Cronv 
well)  and  Charley.  (4)  Luzerne  married 
| (first)  Henrietta  Fields,  (second)  Patricia 
Maynard,  bj  whom  he  had  one  child,  \\  illisro, 
and  third  Nancy  Braincrd;  he  was  a con- 
! tractor  and  buil'Wr,  and  was  killed  bv  tailing 
trom  a building  in  New  Haven.  (5)  \ndrew 
was  the  father  of  ,*ur  subject.  H>)  Helen  mar  - 
rjed  Russell  Nichols,  a fanner  ot  Middleficld, 
and  they  have  one  sou,  George,  now  residing  in 
, Middletown. 

Andrew  Hull,  the  father  of  I* rank  IV.  was 
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boirn  October  17,  1824,  in  the  south  part  of 
Durham,  where  his  boyhood  days  were  spent. 
He  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of 
carpenter  with  his  eldest  brother,  Isaac,  when 
the  latter  was  located  in  Middletown,  and  later 
came  to  Durham,  where  he  followed  his  trade, 
working  at  times  with  his  brother,  Isaac. 
Among  the  buildings  they  erected  is  the  large 
residence  of  the  late  David,  Lyman,  of  Middle- 
field,  and  the  late  home  of  L.  Marsden  Leach, 
of  Durham.  Andrew  Hull  was  an  honest, 
very  hard-working,  straightforward  man,  -care- 
ful and  economical,  at  all  times  honorable  in 
his  dealings.  When  married  he  was  practically 
penniless,  but  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
one  of  the  most  substantial  men  of  Durham. 
He  was  self-made  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
term,  though  greatly  assisted  by  his  careful 
and  industrious  wife.  Mr.  Hull  died  January 
20,  1890,  and  was  buried  in  Durham.  Ann 
Parsons,  his  wife,  whom  he  married  June  4, 
1848,  was  horn  December  9,  1826,  in  Durham, 
daughter  of  Marcus  and  Orpha  (Robinson) 
Parsons.  She  died  July  27,  1898,  after  a long 
illness.  Two  children  were  born  to  Andrew 
and  Ann  Hull : Andrew,  who  died  in  infancy, 

ad  Frank  P.,  our  subject. 

Frank  P.  Hull  was  horn  January  19,  1849, 
in  the  north  part  of  Durham-,  in  the  house  that 
stands  near  the  Middle-field  roach  He  attend- 
ed the  district  schools  and  Durham!  Academy, 
under  Prof.  Jewett,  completing  his  education 
at  Providence  Conference  Seminary,  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.  Returning  to-  Durham,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  L.  M.  & O1.  Leach,  who 
conducted  a general  store  and  the  post  office 
in  Durham,  hut  remained  there  only  a short 
time,  going  to  New  Haven,  where  for  fifteen 
years  he  was  in  the  clothing  business  on  Chapel 
street,  in  partnership  with  a Mr.  Cobb,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Cobb  & Hull.  Disposing  of 
this  business,  he  went  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  and 
was  there  employed  a'-s  a salesman  in  the  large 
clothing  store  of  C.  M.  Talbott  & Co.,  where 
he  remained  about  seven  years.  Then,  at  the 
request  o-f  his  a'ged  parents,  he  ini  1886  re- 
turned to1  Durham,  where  he  resided  (retired) 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  January  28, 
1896. 

Mr.  Hull  -married,  October  9,  1888,  Eliza- 
beth L.  Redfield,  a native  of  Clinton,  Conn., 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Scranton) 
Redfield ; her  father  was  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale oyster  business  at  Clinton.  The  union  of 


Frank  P.  and  Elizabeth  L.  Hull  was  blessed 
with  two  children:  Mary  R.,  born  July  28, 

1889;  and  Maurice  P.,  born  September  8, 
1891.  The  widow  survives,  and  now  resides 
with  her  children  at  tine  old  homestead  in  Dur- 
ham. She  is  a lady  o-f  many  accomplishments, 
highly  respected  an-d  admired  by  her  wide  cir- 
cle of  friends.  Mr.  Hull  was  of  a retiring  dis- 
position in  public  affairs,  and,  while  always 
ready  to  perform  the  full  duties  o-f  citizenship, 
was  not  a seeker  of  office.  However,  he 
served  as  assessor  for  two  years.  His  career 
was  typical  o-f  the  best  development  of  Connect- 
icut, and  his  memory  is  deeply  revered  by  the 
people  of  his  native  town,  and  by  his  business 
associates  and  friends  in  the  more  active  com- 
mercial field,  where  for  many  year's,  he  had 
labored  and  achieved.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Union  League  Club  in  New  Haven. 

DANIEL  M.  HOLMES,  a grocer  of  Old 
Saybroo-k,  Middlesex  county,  belongs  to  a fam- 
ily long  established  in  that  part  o-f  the  State. 

Bartlett  Holmes,  his  grandfather,  was  bom 
in-  the  town  of  Griswold,  New  London  Co., 
Conn.,  where  the  family  had  long  been  resi- 
dent, and  there  grew  to  manhood  and  married 
a Miss  Kimberly.  He  was  a farmer  all  his  life, 
and  died  when  sixty- four  years  old ; his  wife 
died  some  years  previously.  They  were  mem- 
bers o-f  the  Baptist  Church.  They  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Henry  J.  was  the  father  of 

Daniel  M.  Holmes.  Mary  Ann  married  a Mr. 
Wilcox,  of  the  town  o-f  Griswold.  Harris  S. 
was  for  a number  o-f  years,  a resident  of  Mood- 
us,  and  died  at  Waterford.  George  was  lo- 
catecl  near  Jewett  City,  Conn.  Maria,  the 
widow  of  Ransom  Perry,  lives  at  the  Masonic 
Home.  Wallingford,  Conn.  Margaret  is  the 
widow  of  George  Bacon.  Sarah  married 
James  Palmer,  and  died  in  young  womanhood. 

Henry  J.  Holmes,  the  father  of  Daniel  M., 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Griswold  May  24, 
1816.  When  a young  man  he  removed  to  the 
town  o-f  East  Haddam,  where  be  married  Har- 
riet N.  Meech,  daughter  of  Ephraim  Meech,  a 
native  of  Preston.  Mrs.  Holmes  died  when 
Daniel  M.  was  a small  boy,  and  the  father  sub- 
sequently married  Jane  Ashcro-ft,  a resident  of 
East  Haddam.  Henry  J.  Holmes  had  three 
sons,  only  one  of  whom,  Daniel  M.,  whose 
name  introduces  this  article,  lived  to-  maturity. 
Charles  died  when  five  years  old.  Daniel  M. 
was  the  second.  Joseph  died  at  the  age  of  four 
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years.  Mr.  Holmes  bought  land  in  East  Had- 
dam  and  followed  farming.  In  his  later  years 
he  was  a miller,  and  had  both  grist  and  saw- 
mills  under  his  care.  In  company  with  his 
brother,  Elarris  S.,  he  built  a mill  on  Wigwam 
brook  which  he  operated  for  some  thirty  years, 
and  when  he  sold  it  he  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness, after  a successful  career.  He  died  while 
living  with  his  son  in  Saybrook.  In  politics  he 
was  a Whig,  and  in  his  later  years  a Repub- 
lican. In  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  was 
a member,  he  was  an  active  worker,  and  at 
Moodus  was  deacon  of  the  church  for  many 
years. 

Daniel  Meech  Holmes  was  born  January 
21,  1845,  in  East  Haddam,  in  the  Bashan  Dis- 
trict, where  he  received  his  education,  from  pri- 
vate instructors  and  in  the  home  schools.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  the  battle  of  life  for 
himself,  going  out  as  a hand  “before  the  mast” 
in  a coasting  vessel,  which  sailed  from  the 
quarries  at  Portland.  In  this  work  he  was  en- 
gaged for  three  seasons,  and  then  entered  the 
blacksmith  shop  of  Charles  Spencer,  at  Moodus, 
to  learn  the  trade.  Mr.  Holmes  was  with  him 
a year  and  a half,  when  he  returned  to  the 
coasting  trade.  Subsequently  he  entered  the 
shop  of  Austin  Shailer,  at  the  Upper  Landing, 
in  East  Haddam.  For  two  years  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Russell  Jennings  Manufacturing 
Company,  at  Deep  River,  after  which  he  opened 
a blacksmith  shop  at  Duck  Hole,  in  the  town 
of  Madison,  where  he  remained  a year  and  a 
half,  at  the  end  of  that  period  moving  to  West- 
brook. There  he  conducted  a grocery  store  with 
marked  success  from  1870  to  t88o,  and  after 
disposing  of  same  came  to  Saybrook  and  pur- 
chased the  G.  A.  Vogel,  Jr.,  property,  where  he 
has  since  conducted  a general  grocery  store,  re- 
ceiving a liberal  patronage,  and  winning  the 
confidence  of  the  trading  community  to  a 
marked  degree.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 
In  t 8br)  he  joined  Madison  Lodge,  No.  87,  F. 
& A.  M. 

Mr.  Holmes  has  been  twice  married,  first 
in  Westbrook  to  Harriet  Rushnell,  daughter  of 
Samuel  TI.  and  Cordelia  Rushnell.  She  died  in 
T890,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Nel 
lie  Phillips,  daughter  of  Allen  Phillips,  of  Say- 
brook.  To  the  first  union  were  born : 1 1 ) 

Josephine  married  James  Brady,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two.  (2)  Daniel  lleurv  is 
employed  at  Ivory  ton,  Conn.  (3)  Jesse  N. 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  while  sen 


ing  as  a soldier  in  the  Spanish-American  war. 
He  married  Florence  Daniels,  and  they  had  one 
daughter,  Josie  L.  Plolmes,  born  July  4,  1898. 
(4)  Ju'dson  married  a Miss  Dennison.  (5) 
George  is  at  home.  (6)  Arthur  is  at  home. 

ASA  E.  BROOKS,  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  the  town  of  East 
Haddam,  comes  of  an  old  Middlesex  county 
family.  His  great-grandfather,  Simeon 
Brooks,  a resident  of  Chester,  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  his  descendants  in  East  Haddam  were 
by  his  marriage  with  Lois  Church,  by  whom 
he  had  children : Phoebe,  Asa,  Simeon,  Nath- 
an, M'ary  and  Eliza. 

Asa  Brooks,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Chester  about  1780,  and  died  in 
Westbrook  in  1858.  By  trade  he  was  a mason, 
though  he  devoted  much  of  his  life  to  farming. 
He  married  Sarah  Stannard,  who  was  born  in 
Westbrook  in  1781,  a daughter  of  Jasper  Stan- 
nard, and  died  in  September,  1874.  The  chil- 
dren of  this  union  were  as  follows:  Ameline, 

born  in  1806,  died  unmarried  in  East  Haddam 
at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years ; Abigail  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five;  Sarah  Ann  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one;  Jasper  S.  is  the  father 
of  Asa  E. ; Anson  A.,  a resident  of  Clinton,  died 
in  1898;  one  died  in  infancy:  Eliza,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  J.  Johnson  Bushnell;  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  Benjamin  D.  Bushnell,  of  West- 
brook; Henry  died  in  1847,  aged  twenty-one 
years. 

Jasper  S.  Brooks,  father  of  Asa  F...  was 
bom  May  15,  1812,  in  Chester,  where  lie  grew 
to  manhood,  and  in  1840  came  to  East  Had- 
dam. 'Die  greater  part  of  his  life  was  de- 
voted to  fanning  and  trucking,  and  to  the 
mason’s  trade,  which  lie  followed  up  to  about 
the  age  of  sixty,  when  he  licgan  trucking:  for 
a few  years  he  lived  ret i ref  1.  On  May  to, 
1838,  he  married  Harriet  Chapman,  daughter 
of  Elijah  and  Sarah  (Gates)  Chapman.  She 
was  born  in  East  Haddam  Sqiteniher  28.  1811, 
and  died  June  18.  1898.  Mr.  Brooks  died  De- 
cember 8.  1000.  To  Jasper  S.  Brooks  and  his 
wife  were  born  five  children  namely:  E. 

Chapman,  born  Novenilier  25.  1830.  was  a res 
idem  of  Moodus.  Middlesex  omntv.  and  died 
January  1.  tom  ; \sa  E.  is  next  in  order  of 
birth:  Harriet  Meloria,  l*«m  December  1 5. 
18.13.  is  the  wife  of  Sidney  S.  Carter,  of  East 
Haddam : one  died  in  infancy;  and  Loren  1... 
born  Mav  27.  1851,  is  a resident  of  M<»*dus. 
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Asa  E.  Brooks  was  born  in  Winthrop,  town 
of  Saybrook,  Middlesex  county.  May  12,  1841, 
and  was  eight  years  of  age  when  the  family  re- 
moved to  East  Haddam.  After  attending  the 
home  school's  for  some  years,  he  was  a student 
in  Suffield  Academy  one  year,  and  then  com- 
menced teaching  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  follorw- 
ing  that  profession  for  twenty-five  years  dur- 
ing" the  winter  months,  while  through  the  sum- 
mer season  he  engaged  in  farming.  His  first 
experience  as  a teacher  was  in  the  Chestnut 
Hill  school,  town  of  Chatham,  and  he  also 
taught  in  Westbrook,  but  most  of  his  school 
labors  were  in  the  town  of  East  Haddam.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-six  he  purchased  a farm  near 
Moodus,  and  for  the  past  eight  years  has  given 
his  entire  time  and  attention  to  farming,  stock 
raising  and  dairying,  selling  his  milk  to  the  Co- 
operative Creamery  in  East  Haddam. 

On  February  12,  1867,  Mr.  Brooks  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  Ann  Barton 
Starr,  whoi  was  born  September  24,  1840,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children  : 
(ij  Malcolm  B.,  born  May  21,  1869,  married 
Ellen  Flint,  of  East  Hampton,  and  they  have 
had  three  children : Florence  Starr,  born 

January  3 1 , 1894,  died  December  18,  1900; 
Howard  Asa,  born  March,  1900;  and  Lillian 
Florence,  born  February,  1902.  (2)  Julia 

Augusta,  born  October  4,  1874,  is  the  wife  of 
J.  Prentice  Lamb,  of  Mystic,  Conn.,  and  has 
two  children : Orville  Prentice,  born  April 

28,  1900;  and  Ruth  Augusta,,  born  April  18, 
1902.  (3)  John  Starr,  born  May  9,  1879,  is 

bookkeeper  for  Starr  Brothers  Bell  Co.  of  East 
Hampton,  Connecticut. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Brooks  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  in  1 891  he  served  as 
selectman  of  East  Haddam.  He  also  filled  the 
office  of  assessor  one  year,  and  has  ever  faith- 
fully performed  his  duties  of  citizenship.  Fra- 
ternally both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Grange,  and  religiously  are  earnest  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church. 

NORRIS  WHEELER  RATHBUN  be- 
longs to  a family  that  traces  its  ancestry  back 
to'  Richard  Rathbun,  wlm  was  born  in  1574, 
and  married  Marion  Wbipple,  a sister  of  Capt. 
John  Whipple,  who  was  a resident  of  Ipswich, 
Mass.  They  had  four  sons : Rev.  William., 

born  in  1598,  who  resided  and  preached  in 
Vermont  in  1634;  Joseph,  born  in  1600; 
Thomas,  born  in  1604;  and  John,  born  in  1610. 


The  name  is  variously  spelled,  appearing  as 
Rothbun,  Rathbone,  Rathbun,  etc. 

(IT)  John  Rathbun,  son  of  Richard,  was 
born  in  t6io,  and  was  married  in  1633. 

(IIP)  John  Rathbun,  son  of  John,  was  born 
in  1634.  and  lived  in  New  Shoreham  (Block 
Island) , R.  I.  He  was  one  of  the  those  who  met 
at  the  house  of  John  Alcock,  M.  D.,  in  Rox- 
bury,  Mass.,  and  was  one  of  the  original  six- 
teen purchasers  of  that  island  from  Gov.  Endi- 
cott  and  three  others,  to  whom  it  had  been 
granted  for  public  services.  Mr.  Rathbun  was 
chosen  one  of  the  surveyors  of  highways,  and 
in  1682,  1683  and  1684  he  was  deputy  from 
Block  Island  to  the  General  Court.  He  married 
Margaret  Dodge,  daughter  of  Trustaram,  or 
Tristram,  Dodge,  and  they  had  children  as 
follows:  Thomas,  born  in  1657;  John,  1658; 
Sarah,  1659;  William,  1661;  Joseph,  1670; 
Samuel,  1672;  Margaret;  and  Elizabeth.  The 
father  of  these  died  in  Block  Island  in  1702. 
Years  prior  to  his  death  he  had  settled  his  sons 
on  farms  on  Block  Island.  The  grandchildren, 
however,  scattered,  leaving,  it  is  supposed,  the 
descendants  of  Samuel. 

(IV)  Thomas  Rathbun,  son  of  John  and 

Margaret,  was  born  on  Block  Island,  in  1657. 
On  May  5,  1696,  he  was  made  a freeman,  and 
was  a deputy  in  1700,  1703,  1704,  1705,  1711, 
1730  and  1731.  In  1 71 1 he  was  a freeman  in 
New  Shoreham;  was  a representative  in  the 
Assembly  in  1709,  171T  and  1 73 1 ; and  was 
auditor  of  treasurer’s  accounts  in  1702.  He 
died  greatly  respected,  December  20,  1733. 
On  April  21,  1685,  he  wedded  M'ary,  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  and  Joan  Dickens,  and  the  follow- 
ing is  the  record  of  their  children : Margaret,, 

born  January  17,  1686;  Mary,  November  24, 
1687;  Patience,  November  14,  1690;  Con- 

stance, January  17,  1892;  Thomas,  January  29, 
1695;  Sarah,  April  1,  1698  ; Elizabeth,  July  1, 
1700;  Samuel  July  1,  1702;  John,  May  29, 
1705;  and  Syble,  March  16,  1707. 

(V)  Samuel  Rathbun,  mentioned  as  a son 
of  Thomas,  settled  in  North  Kingston,  R. 
I.,  where  he  was  admitted  as  a freeman  in  1730. 
He  was  town  clerk  in  1744  and  grand  jury- 
man in  1754.  His  first  wife,  Experience,  he 
wedded  April  13,  1725.  On  January  1,  1736, 
he  married  Abigail  [surname  not  given].  His 
children  were : John,  born  in  1737;  Barbara, 
1739;  Margaret,  1740;  Sarah,  1741;  Abigail, 
1742;  Thomas,  1743;  Samuel;  Anthony; 
Roger ; and  May. 
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(VI)  Thomas  Rathbun,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Abigail,  was  married  May  5,  1763,  to  Mary 
Wait,  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  who  belonged  to  the 
same  family  from  which  the  late  Justice  Waite 
was  descended.  Thomas  died  in  1804,  and  was 
buried  at  South  Lyme.  His  widow  married 
Elisha  Emerson.  The  children  of  Thomas  and 
his  wife  were:  John,  born  in  1764;  Ebenezer, 
1766;  and  Thomas,  1768. 

(VII)  Thomas  Rathbun,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Mary,  and  the  grandfather  of  Norris  W., 
was  born  in  Lyme,  Conn.,  in  1768.  His  par- 
ents were  formerly  residents  of  Block  Island, 
but  were  driven  out  by  the  British,  and  made 
their  new  location  in  Lyme.  When  he  was  a 
boy  be  was  bound  out  to  a tanner  and  currier 
and  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade.  In  1786 
he  located  in  East  Haddam,  and  in  time  be- 
came a landowner,  and  was  engaged  in  farming 
and  lumbering.  He  built  a store  in  Milling- 
ton Green,  then  a center  of  the  thrifty  and 
prosperous  part  of  the  town,  but  which  is  now 
practically  .deserted.  In  East  Haddam,  ten 
years  after  his  location  there,  he  married  Sarah 
Williams,  who  was  born  in  T770,  a daughter  of 
Abraham  Williams.  She  died  in  1852,  one 
year  prior  to  the  death  of  her  husband,  which 
occurred  April  3,  1853.  Their  children  were: 
( 1 ) Sarah,  born  in  East  Haddam  in  1792,  mar- 
ried George  Cone,  and  moved  to  Hopbottom, 
Pa.  She  died  in  East  Haddam  in  1817,  leav- 
ing a son,  Rev.  William  A.  Cone,  a minister  of 
Waterloo,  Iowa.  (2)  Thomas,  Jr.,  born  in 
1794,  was  a farmer.  He  married,  in  Lyme, 
Ann  Ingraham,  and  died  in  East  Haddam. 
(3)  Vesta,  born  in  1796,  married  Jedediah 
Gardner.  (4)  Eliza,  born  in  1800,  married 
David  Beckwith,  and  lived  in  Chesterfield, 
Conn.  (5)  Hulda  W.,  born  in  1804,  married 
in  1826  Urson  W.  Gates,  and  lived  in  Lyme. 
(6)  Norris  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  In 
politics  Thomas  Rathbun,  the  father  of  this 
family,  was  a Democrat.  Me  was  a member 
of  no  religious  denomination,  but  bis  wife  be- 


longed to  the  Methodist  Church. 

(VIII)  Norris  Rathbun  was  born  January 
22,  1 8 1 1 , about  three-quarters  of  a mile  cast 
of  the  Millington  Church,  lie  had  such  edu 
rational  advantages  as  were  afforded  by  the 
common  schools,  and  early  began  farming  on 
the  old  homestead.  In  a few  years  he  bought 
a farm  of  about  two  hundred  acres,  and  in 
18O0  built  a new  house  near  the  paternal  home 
W hen  he  died  he  owned  about  seven  hundred 


acres  of  land — an  evidence  of  the  success  his 
efforts  had  merited.  In  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat. On  November  24,  1833,  in  Old  Lyme, 
Norris  Rathbun  married  Louisa  L.  Swan,  born 
in  May,  1813,  a daughter  of  Thomas  W.  and 
Luna  (Emmons)  Swan.  She  died  August  5, 
1867,  and  he  passed  away  June  16,  1882.  Their 
family  was  as  follows:  (i)  Louisa  L.,  born 

May  16,  1837,  united  with  the  Millington 
Church  July  1,  1866;  she  died  unmarried  Oc- 
tober 2,  1872.  (2)  Isabella  Maria,  born  June 

2,  1840,  died  September  13,  1861.  (3)  Sarah 

Elizabeth,  born  December  3,  1847,  united  with 
the  Millington  Church  July  1,  1866;  she  was 
married  November  9,  1896,  to  James  H.  Man- 
waring,  and  resides  in  East  Haddam.  (4) 
Thomas  Swan,  an  extensive  farmer  at  Col- 
chester, born  August  5,  1852,  married  March 
23,  1880,  Dela  Louisa  Brown.  (5)  Norris 
Wheeler.  On  May  1,  1864.  Mrs.  Louisa 
(Swan)  Rathbun  united  with  the  Second  Con- 
gregational Church  (Millington  Society)  of 
East  Haddam. 

(IX)  Norris  Wheeler  Rathbun  was  born 
December  23.  1858,  on  the  paternal  homestead. 
He  made  his  preparation  for  college  at  East 
Greenwich  Academy,  R.  I.,  a boarding  school 
which  is  still  flourishing.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  began  teaching,  his  first  school  being 
the  Mt.  Parnassus  District,  in  bis  native  town, 
and  for  six  years  he  taught  school  winters  and 
worked  on  the  farm  during  the  summer  sea- 
sons. He  remained  on  the  old  homestead  until 
his  marriage,  when  he  established  himself 
about  two  miles  south  of  Millington  Green, 
where  be  inherited  a property  of  500  acres.  I le 
continued  to  farm  until  1901.  when  he  retired 
and  moved  to  East  Haddam. 

On  May  25,  1886.  Mr.  Rathbun  married 
Frances  Lovina  Emmons,  a daughter  of  Edwin 
Augustine  and  Clara  M.  (Peek)  Emmons. 
To  this  marriage  was  lx>rn  February  18,  1887. 
a son,  Edwin  Norris,  who  died  September  2, 
1887.  Mr.  Rathbun  is  one  of  the  trustees  to 
carrv  out  the  will  (dated  December  1.  1873) 
of  Melon  Cone,  a native  of  l ast  lladdam.  One 
of  the  provisions  of  this  will  is  that  one-third 
of  the  estate  shall  constitute  a fund,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which  shall  be  loaned  on  securitv  to 
worthv  voting  men,  and  when  the  fund 
amounts  to  $73,000  the  town  of  East  lladdam 
is  to  erect  a high  school  to  prepare  lor  any  col- 
lege in  the  State.  Mr.  Rathbun  is  deeply  in- 
terested  in  historical  and  educational  matters. 
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and  for  many  years  he  was  a member  of  the 
school  board.  He  strongly  holds  to  Repub- 
lican principles.  In  1899  he  represented  the 
town  in  the  General  Assembly,  where  he  served 
on  the  committee  on  Education.  In  1885  he 
united  with  Columbia  Hodge,  No.  26,  F.  & A. 
M.,  of  East  Haddam,  and  later  with  Burning 
Bush  Chapter. 

Of  the  Emmons  family  in  Connecticut  it 
may  be  said  that  the  first  of  the  name  in  East 
Haddam  was  Samuel  Emmons,  who-  resided 
near  Bashan  Pond,  where  he  owned  property 
-deeded  him  by  the  State.  He  was  the  town 
miller,  and  a man  of  considerable  importance  in 
those  days. 

Noalicliah  Emmons,  a Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, the  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Rathbun, 
married  Elizabeth  Brainard,  who-  bore  him  the 
following  children : Ichabod,  who-  married 

Mindwell  Mack,  and  died  in  Massachusetts; 
Noahdiah,  who-  married  Betsy  Cone;  Brainard, 
who  married  a Miss  Brainard,  of  Colchester, 
and  died  in  Hamilton,  N.  Y. ; Henry,  who  mar- 
ried a Miss  Newton;  Susanna,  who-  became  the 
wife  of  Isaac  Crocker ; Augustine,  mentioned 
below;  and  Jonathan  Lyman  and  David  Brain- 
ard, who  both  died  unmarried. 

Augustine  Emmons,  son  o-f  Noahdiah,  was 
a farmer,  and  lived  in  the  Fifteenth  school  dis- 
trict. He  married  Lovina  Hall,  a native  of 
East  Haddam.  Their  children  were:  (1) 

Lovina,  born  in  1823,  died  August  8,  1827. 
(2)  Edwin  Augustine  was  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Rathbun.  (3)  David  Brainard,  born  May  20, 
183T,  died  December  17,  1898;  he  married 
(first)  Parmelia  Swhn,  and  (second)  Emeline 
Williams ; had  one  daughter,  Belle,  born  April 
23,  1871,  who  married  George  McCall,  of 
Lebanon,  Conn.,  and  had  two-  children,  Addie 
(deceased)  and  George,  Jr. 

Edwin  Augustine  Emmons  was  a farmer, 
and  lived  about  a mile  southeast  of  Bashan 
Pond.  He  was  an  active  church  worker,  and 
joined  the  Millington  Society  June  4,  1854,  at 
the  same  time  as  did  the  lady  he  later  married. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  greatly  in- 
terested in  party  affairs.  Besides  various  local 
offices,  he  represented  the  town  in  the  Legis- 
lature in  1869-70,  and  again  in  1875-76.  He 
married  Clara  M.  Peck,  who  was  born  in  East 
Haddam  December  14,  1834,  and  who  died 
January  17,  1896.  Their  children  were: 
Frances  Lovina  (Mrs.  Rathbun),  born  March 
1 7,  i860,  joined  Millington  Church  May  4, 


1879  ; and  Florence  Sophia,  born  April  5,  1867, 
joined  Millington  Church  January  6,  1884, 
and  resides  in  East  Haddam. 

The  Swan  family,  of  which  Mrs.  Louisa 
L.  (Swan)  Rathbun,  mother  of  Norris  W. 
Rathbun,  was  a member,  was  planted  in  Amer- 
ica by  Richard  Swan.  He  appears  first  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic  in  Boston,  Mass.,  where  he 
united  with  the  church  in  1638,  and  had  one 
child,  John,  baptized  the  Sunday  after  his  ad- 
mission, January  6.  He  soon  removed  to  Row- 
ley,  united  with  the  church  there,  and  became 
a prominent  citizen,  representing  the  town  in 
the  General  Court  in  1666  and  many  years 
thereafter.  He  served  in  King  Philip’s  war 
and  in  the  expedition  to-  Canada.  His  first  wife 
died  in  England,  and  he  married  (second) 
March  1,'  1658,  Mrs.  Ann  Trumbull.  Mb 
Swan  died  May  14,  1678. 

(II)  Robert  Swan,  born  in  1628,  married 
at  Rowley  Elizabeth  Acie.  They  soon  went  to 
Andover,  and  thence  as  early  as  1650  to  that 
part  of  Haverhill  afterward  Methuen.  Mr. 
Swan  was  a soldier  in  Lieut.  Benjamin  Sweet’s 
Company,  in  King  Philip’s  war,  and  was  in 
the  “Great  Swamp  fight.”  Mrs.  Swan  died  in 
1689,  and  he  married  (second)  April  1,  1690, 
Hannah  Russ.  His  death  occurred  February 
11,  1698. 

(III)  John  Swan,  born  August  1,  1668, 
married  August  1,  1699,  Mrs.  Susanna  Wood, 
daughter  of  Philip  Eastman.  Until  1707  they 
resided  in  Haverhill,  Mass.,  where  three  of 
their  children  were  born,  and  in  that  year  they 
removed  to  Stoningto-n,  Conn.  Mr.  Swan 
died  May  1,  1743.  and  Mrs.  Swan  passed  away 
December  20,  1772,  in  the  one  hundredth  year 
of  her  age. 

(IV)  Asa  Swan,  born  in  Stonington,  April 
13,  T700,  married  November  19,  1740,  Mar- 
vine  Holmes,  and  lived  in  North  .Stonington. 

(V)  Jabez  Swan,  born  May  21,  1751,  mar- 

ried (first)  June  17,  1772,  Mehitabel  Wheeler, 
and  (second)  Widow  Lucy  Wheeler.  From 
this  Jabez  Swan  are  descended  all  the  East 
Haddam  Swans.  His  children  by  the  first 
marriage  were:  (Y)  H-urlbert ; (2)  Mehit- 

abel ; (3)  Jabez,  Jr.,  who  lived  and  is  buried  in 
East  Haddam  (his  wife’s  name  was  Pru- 
dence) ; (4)  Betsey;  (5)  Polly;  (6)  Rufus 
W. ; (7)  Rufus  W.  (2);  (8)  Cynthia;  (q) 
Thomas  W.,  the  grandfather  of  Norris  W. 
Rathbun;  (10)  Lucy;  (11)  Asa,  who  reared 
a family  in  Millington;  (12)  Rufus  W.  (3). 
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By  his  second  marriage  Jabez  Swan  had  two 
sons,  Cyrus  and  William  C. 

Thomas  W.  Swan,  grandfather  of  Mr. 
Rathbun,  in  his  earlier  life  lived  in  Millington, 
and  there  married,  in  1810,  Luna  Emmons. 
Later  he  moved  to  Old  Lyme,  now  known  as 
Swan  Beach,  the  died  March  25,  1869,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two.  His  wife  died  in  1870, 
when  she  was  aged  seventy-seven  years.  Their 
children  were : ( 1 ) Louisa  Luna,  mother  of 

Norris  W.  Rathbun,  born  in  May,  1813,  died 
August  5,  1867.  (2)  Col.  Thomas  W.  lived 

in  Old  Lyme,  and  married  Augusta  Rogers. 
He  was  Colonel  of  the  Third  Regiment.  ( 3 , 
Elizabeth  married  William  Armstrong,  of  Old 
Lyme.  (4)  Maria  is  the  widow  of  Joseph 
Wheeler,  and  resides  on  the  Wheeler  home- 
stead in  Mystic,  town  of  Stonington.  ( 5 ) 
John  E.,  born  in  1829,  died  unmarried  Febru- 
ary 27,  1890.  (6)  Daniel  Spencer  died  un- 

married December  29,  1888. 

ASA  B.  STIOW  (deceased),  in  his  day 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  progressive  cit- 
izens of  Middletown,  was  a native  of  Con- 
necticut, born  May  15,  1818,  at  Cromwell 
(then  known  as  “Upper  Houses’’),  a son  of 
Alanson  and  Sally  (Pardy)  Stow,  whose  an- 
cestors were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Middlesex  county.  It  is  of  record  that  Sam- 
uel Stow  was  here  in  1651,  and  that  his 
brother  Thomas  was  here  in  1669;  then  there 
was  a John  Stow  here  in  1667,  and  a Nathaniel 
Stow  in  1676. 

Alanson  Stow,  father  of  Asa  B.,  was  a 
lifelong  farmer  of  Cromwell,  and  for  many 
' years  lived  at  a place  called  the  “Nooks,”  later 
! removing  to  what  is  known  as  the  “Plains,” 
! and  there  he  died  October  15,  1864.  His 
j wife,  Sally  (Pardy),  whom  he  married  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1812,  was  a native  of  that  town,  and 
died  March  9,  1867.  A brief  record  of  their 
children  is  as  follows:  (1)  Caroline,  born 

November  14,  1814,  married  Edwin  Wright, 
of  Rocky  Hill,  Conn.,  and  died  there  April  7, 
1882.  (2)  James  I\,  born  April  10,  1816 

married  Eugenia  Pomeroy,  <>t  Meriden;  he 
for  many  years  was  a tinware  manufacturer  in 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  made  a great  success 
of  that  business.  Returning  to  Meriden,  lie 
died  there  April  6,  1883,  leaving  considerable 
property,  but  no  children.  (3)  Asa  l>.  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  (4)  Edward  I ...  horn 
October  to,  1820,  when  a young  man  went 


South,  and  was  a peddler  for  his  brother 
James  P. ; he  died  in  Alabama  September  3, 
1845,  unmarried.  (5)  Sally  Ann,  born  Jan- 
uary 28,  1822,  died  January  25,  1827.  (6) 

Horace  Davis,  born  June  20,  1826,  was  a farm- 
er of  Cromwell,  and  died  August  29,  1896;  his 
wife  was  a native  of  Rocky  Hill,  Conn.,  and 
their  daughter  Eugenia  is  now  the  widow  of 
Albert  Briggs  of  Cromwell.  (7)  Flora  Ann, 
born  August  20,  1828,  died  unmarried  April  5, 
1883,  at  Cromwell.  (8)  Lydia  N.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1832,  died  in  infancy. 

Asa  B.  Stow,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  in  his  boyhood  went  to  Charleston,  S. 
C.,  remained  a few  years,  and  then  returned 
to  his  native  village.  Later  he  visited  the 
South  for  a time,  but  once  more  returning  to 
Connecticut  he  worked  at  a trade  in  Meriden 
for  a period.  Later  he  opened  a paint  shop 
in  Middletown,  and  subsequently,  in  connec- 
tion with  William  Bogelt,  carried  on  a decorat- 
ing business  (old  style  of  fresco  painting)  ; 
also  for  a time  conducted  a wood-engraving 
business.  He  died  in  Middletown  February 
23,  1898,  and  is  buried  in  Indian  Hill  cem- 
etery, of  which  he  was  one  of  the  original  in- 
corporators, onlv  two  of  whom — Daniel  Chase 
and  E.  F.  Sheldon — survived  him.  A useful 
and  good  citizen,  Mr.  Stow  commanded  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 
For  some  years  prior  to  his  death  he  was 
especially  engaged  in  developing  his  real  estate 
holdings,  himself  owning  considerable  prop- 
erty in  Middletown,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first 
to  recognize  the  advantages  of  Crescent  Beach 
as  a summer  resort,  doing  much  toward  the 
building  up  of  that  place.  In  military 
affairs  he  also  took  much  interest,  being  a 
member  of  the  cadets  and,  subsequently,  one 
of  the  original  members  of  the  Mansfield 
Guard.  Socially  he  was  affiliated  with  the  F. 
& A.  M.  and  the  I.  (>.  O.  1*'.  Physically  he 
was  a verv  large  man.  standing  six  feet  tall 
and  weighing  240  pounds. 

In  May,  1843,  Asa  P>.  Stow  married  Maria 
L.  Crossley,  who  was  horn  May  22.  iS2<», 
eldest  daughter  and  fourth  child  of  David  and 
Maria  (Chamberlain)  Crossley.  of  Middle- 
town,  who  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
only  three  of  whom  arc  now  living,  viz. : Mrs. 
Stow,  Mrs.  Dennis  Smith  and  Cant.  John  P. 
Crossley,  of  San  Juan,  Cal.  Three  children 
were  horn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stow:  Edward 

(deceased),  Charles  \.  (a  resident  of  Mid 
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dletown)  and  James  P.  (a  sketch  of  whom 
follows).  Until  May  i,  1901,  Mrs.  Stow 
lived  at  the  old  home,  No.  60  Ferry  street, 
Middletown,  which  had  been  the  dwelling  of 
Mr.  'Stow  from  the  time  he  'built  it,  in  1852, 
up  to  his  death,  but  she  'now  lives  with  her 
son  James  P.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Asa  B.  Stow 
lived  a married  life  of  fifty-five  years. 

JAMES  P.  STOW,  the  efficient  clerk  and 
treasurer  of  the  city  of  Middletown,  is  a son 
of  Asa  B.  and  Maria  (Crossley)  Stow,  a 
sketch  of  whom  precedes,  and  is  descended 
from  one  of  the  early  Colonial  families  of 
Middletown. 

Born  on  Ferry  street,  Middletown,  Au- 
gust. 16,  1851,  Mr.  Stow  was  educated  in  that 
city,  attending  first  the  Green  street  public 
school,  and  then  the  high  school,  after  which 
he  took  a course  at  Wesleyan  University,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1875.  When  but  a boy  he  began  his 
business  career  as  bookkeeper  for  his  father, 
who  was  at  that  time  engaged  in  the  engrav- 
ing business,  and  after  a time  he  became  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  Middletown  Elec- 
tric Light  Company,  remaining  in  that  ca- 
pacity for  several  years  after  its  inception ; 
then  he  became  general  manager,  and  served 
as  such  up  tO'  July  1,  1896.  He  was  also  a 
director  of  the  E.  T.  Burgess  Cut  Glass  Com- 
pany, from  the  start,  later  becoming  the  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  of  the  concern.  In  1880 
he  was  elected  a member  of  the  common  coun- 
cil, and,  with  the  exception  of  two*  years,  has 
continuously  served  as  clerk  and  treasurer  of 
the  city  of  Middletown,  since  January,  1881. 
He  was  also  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Middle- 
town  from  1881  to  1893,  and  in  October, 
1895,  he  was  again  elected  to-  that  office;  also 
at  the  town  election  in  October,  1897,  he  was 
re-elected  for  the  term  of  two  years.  His 
continual  re-elections  to  these  different  offices 
of  trust  and  responsibility  are  evidences  of  the 
confidence  his  town  people  repose  in  him.  Mr. 
Stow’s  conduct  as  a city  official  has  always 
been  marked  with  the  greatest  courtesy  toward 
all,  and  that  he  has  made  and  kept  many 
friends  is  attested  by  his  great  popularity.  In 
addition  to  his  official  duties  he  is  life  trustee 
of  his  father's  estate,  as  well  as  of  the  Middle- 
town  holdings  of  his  deceased  uncle,  James  P. 
Stow,  formerly  of  Meriden.  He  is  a director 
of  the  Middletown  Electric  Light  Company. 


Socially  he  is  a prominent  Odd  Fellow,  and 
is  a 1 member  of  the  New  England  Order  of 
Protection,  and  he  also  belongs  to  other  secret 
organizations. 

On  October  17,  1883,  Mr.  Stow  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  D.  Stevens, 
of  Middletown,  daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Sara  (Owen)  Stevens,  the  former  of  whom 
died  leaving  his  widow  with  the  care  of  four 
young  children — two  boys  and  two1  girls.  Mrs. 
Stevens  is  a well-known  successful  music 
teacher,  one  of  the  ablest  ever  in  Middletown. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stow  were  born  four  chil- 
dren: James  P.,  Jr.,  Frederick  S.,  Dorothy 

Mary  and  Sara  Nanette. 

EDWIN  J.  ROBERTS,  a leading  farmer 
of  the  East  Long  Hill  District  of  the  town  of 
Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  owning  the 
place  known  as  Maple  Shade  Dairy  Farm,  was 
born  July  22,  1851,  in  the  Farm  Hill  District 
of  Middletown,  and  descends  from  an  old  New 
England  family  of  unquestioned  respectability. 

Giles  Roberts,  of  the  town  of  Middletown, 
the  great-grandfather  of  Edwin  J.,  married 
Patience  Woodward,  an  English  lady,  Novem- 
ber 21,  1751.  He  was  killed  September  20, 
1 773,  by  the  falling  of  a tree.  To  Giles  Rob- 
erts and  his  wife  were  born  ten  children,  in  the 
following  order:  Giles,  Jr.,  September  21, 

1753;  Aaron,  October  17,  1755;  Patience, 
April  9,  1758;  Lois,  February  19,  1760;  Fen- 
ner, June  10,  1762;  Asahel,  May  4,  1764; 
Abraham,  April  12,  1766;  Esther,  March  4, 
1768;  Elizabeth,  September  4,  1770;  Isaac, 
July  20,  1773.  The  widow,  with  nine  of  her 
children,  the  youngest  only  about  two  months 
old  at  the  death  of  the  husband  and  father,  mi- 
grated to  Whitestown,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  leav- 
ing behind  Fenner  only,  whoi  lived  with  an  old 
lady  known  as  Aunt  Catherine  Lucas,  of  Blake 
Lot  Hill,  in  the  Farm  Hill  District,  of  Middle- 
town,  with  whom  he  remained  until  old  enough 
to  go  to  the  trade  of  making  shoes  and  also  to 
work  at  farming.  At  the  expiration  of  his  ap- 
prenticeship Fenner  Roberts  (who  was  the 
grandfather  of  Edwin  J.)  worked  as  a journey- 
man at  stitching  harness,  at  forty  shillings 
($6.67)  per  month — the  then  current  wages. 
When  about  twenty-eight  years  old  he  married 
Mehitable  Barnes,  or,  as  she  was  usually  called 
Mabel  Barnes,  daughter  of  Joseph  Barnes,  and 
granddaughter  of  John  Ward,  the  first  of  the 
name  at  Long  Hill,  and  a descendant  of  Gen. 
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Ward,  who  came  from  England  to  America  in 
the  historic  “Mayflower”  and  located  at  Bos- 
ton, Mass.  The  children  born  to  Fenner  Rob- 
erts and  his  wife  were  eleven  in  number,  viz. : 
Jacob,  who  married  Abia  Bailey,  widow  of 
Loudon  Bailey,  was  a clerk,  and  at  one  time 
was  connected  with  Partridge’s  school  at  Mid- 
dletown, where  he  died;  Sally  and  Maria  were 
twins,  of  whom  the  former  was  married  to 
Josiah  Johnson,  a farmer  near  Springfield, 
Mass.,  and  the  latter  to  a Mr.  Tredway;  Abi- 
jah  became  the  father  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  opens  this  review ; Isaac  is  spoken  of 
more  fully  elsewhere;  Sylvester,  a farmer  in 
Middletown  town,  married  Mary  Ashton ; 
Mehitable  was  married  to  a sea  captain  named 
Arnold ; Esther  died  when  a young  woman ; 
Lucy,  the  second  wife  of  William  Stroud,  was 
the  stepmother  of  Edwin  Stroud,  whose  biog- 
raphy appears  elsewhere;  Phebe  died  unmar- 
ried; Percus  married  William  Ashton,  of 
Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

Abijah  Roberts,  father  of  Edwin  J.,  was 
born  November  io,  1799,  in  the  East  Long 
Hill  District  of  Middletown,  Was  in  early  man- 
hood a painter  and  paper-hanger,  and  later 
settled  on  a farm  on  Farm  Hill,  subsequently 
locating  on  the  farm' now  occupied  by  his  son, 
Edwin  J.  Abijah  Roberts  died  November  4, 
1880,  and  his  wife,  Fidelia  (Hubbard)  Rob- 
erts passed  away  May  11,  1890.  They  were 
the  parents  of  five  children,  namely : Arthur, 
born  July  19,  1837,  is  unmarried,  and  is  living 
with  his  brother,  Edwin  J.  Jasper  A.,  born 
December  12,  1839,  first  married  Ella  Bidwell, 
who  died  childless,  and  later  married  Mary 
Bidwell,  a sister  of  his  first  wife;  to  this  second 
union  was  born  one  child,  Ella,  wife  of  Ernest 
Dayis,  of  South  Farms;  Jasper  A.  Roberts 
died  March  2,  1882,  and  his  widow  resides  at 
South  Farms.  Silas  W.,  the  third  child  of 
Abijah,  is  a farmer,  living  near  Edwin  J. ; he 
was  born  August  4,  1847,  and  married  Evelyn 
R.  Hedges,  who  was  born  January  20,  1854, 
and  died  March  if>,  1896,  the  mother  of  three 
children — Edith  M.,  born  February  27,  1880, 
who  died  April  15,  1885;  Minnie  K.,  born  Ma\ 
6,  1884;  and  Edwin  A.,  born  September  6, 
1887.  Edwin  f.  is  the  fourth  child  of  Abijah. 
Jane  E.,  the  fifth,  died  young,  July  22,  1854. 

Edwin  |.  Roberts  was  horn  in  a house  that 
stands  just  west  of  the  Farm  1 1 ill  cemetery,  and 
was  educated  principally  in  the  district  school, 
attending  for  one  term  the  famous  Daniel  II. 
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Chase  select  school,  at  Middletown.  He  was 
yet  a lad  when  brought  to  his  present  farm  by 
his  parents.  After  leaving  school  he  assisted 
his  father  in  the  management  of  this  homestead 
until  the  death  of  the  parents,  and  then  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the 
place,  consisting  of  seventy  acres,  and  has  since 
been  engaged  in  general  farming  and  in  the 
management  of  an  extensive  milk  route,  which 
he  established  in  1883. 

Mr.  Roberts  is  an  earnest  Prohibitionist, 
but  has  never  sought  public  office.  He  is  a 
charter  member  of  Mattabessett  Grange,  in  the 
affairs  of  which  he  has  been  very  active,  and  in 
1898  and  1900  filled  the  office  of  master.  He 
is  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  Long  Hill 
Chapel,  and  superintendent  of  its  Sabbath- 
school.  Mr.  Roberts  is  very  popular,  and 
courteous  to  his  many  friends,  who  all  hold 
him  in  their  unfeigned  esteem.  Fie  is  unmar- 
ried. 

CHARLES  GRINNELL  CRITTEN- 
DEN, a thrifty  and  industrious  farmer  of  the 
town  of  Portland,  where  he  is  widely  known  as 
a straightforward  citizen  and  a reliable  busi- 
ness man,  is  a descendant  of  an  honorable 
family,  and  the  good  name  which  it  sustained 
in  former  generations  has  not  been  dimmed  by 
any  act  of  his.  Ide  is  systematic  in  his  tillage 
of  the  soil,  and  his  well-kept  farm  is  evidence 
of  thought  and  study  on  the  part  of  its  pro- 
prietor, showing  the  hannv  effect  of  a wise 
combination  of  brain  and  brawn. 

David  Cruttenden  fas  the  name  was  then 
spelled),  his  grandfather,  was  born  in  Portland 
in  1778,  a son  of  Daniel  and  Rhoda  Crutten- 
den, the  former  born  in  1744.  died  February 
4,  1824,  the  latter  born  in  1745,  and  both 
buried  in  Center  cemetery,  Portland.  David 
I Cruttenden  was  a farmer  and  stood  high  in 
; the  estimation  of  his  acquaintances.  1 lis  death 
! occurred  May  tf>,  1859,  on  the  same  farm 
! where  he  was  born,  and  where  he  had  passed 
I bis  entire  life.  He  had  been  twice  married. 

Ilis  first  wife  was  a Miss  Shepard:  his  second. 
1 jemima  Strickland,  who  was  !*>rn  in  Portland 
I in  1772,  and  died  June  20.  1859.  Of  the  eliil- 
Iren  of  David  Cruttenden,  \\c  have  the  fol- 
I lowing  record : ( 1 ) Randolph  died  voting, 

t (2)  George  was  a farmer,  and  lived  and  died  in 
I Portland.  (3)  Charles  was  a farmer  in  Port 
I land.  (4)  Ralph  went  to  Coventry.  Conn.. 
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and  after  some  years  in  a pistol  factory,  in 
partnership  with  a friend,  bought  out  the  estab- 
lishment. He  invented  a 'cartridge,  and  as 
its  manufacture  proved  more  profitable  than 
that  of  pistols,  it  superseded  it ; he  also  invented 
a patent  bung-hole  for  a paper  barrel.  In  later 
life  he  located  in  Hartford,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  livery  business,  and  he  died  in  that  city 
in  July,  1901.  (5)  Daniel  is  referred  to  be- 

low. (6)  David  was  a farmer,  and  never  mar- 
ried; he  died  in  Portland.  (7)  Catherine  lived 
to  a good  old  age  in  Portland,  and  died  unmar- 
ried. 

Daniel  Crittenden,  son  of  David,  and  father 
of  Charles  G.,  was  born  in  Portland,  but  a short 
distance  from  the  present  home  of  his  son, 
April  3,  1815.  He  was  reared  a farmer  boy 
and  attended  the  district  school.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
tanner’s  trade  at  Plymouth,  Conn.,  and  he  fol- 
lowed this  occupation  until  the  Civil  war.  For 
a time  lie  made  his  home  in  New  London,  but 
about  1855  he  removed  to  Portland.  For  some 
years  after  coming  to  this  city,  although  he 
lived  on  the  parental  farm  in  Portland,  he  was 
engaged  at  the  Hubbard  tannery  in  Glaston- 
bury, and  it  was  there  that  he  did  his  last  work 
at  the  trade.  After  his  father’s  death  in  1859, 
he  carried  on  the  farm  by  hired  help  until  he 
gave  up  tannery  work,  when  he  took  up 
farming  as  his  business  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  married  Jane  Grinnell,  who 
was  born  in  Litchfield  in  March,  1822,  but 
was  reared  in  Mtystic,  where  she  was  married. 
She  died  in  September,  1886,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  Center  cemetery,  beside  her  husband, 
who  died  in  January,  1885.  Two  sons  blessed 
their  home:  David  E.,  born  in  January,  1851, 
married  Miss  Josephine  Goodrich,  of  Port- 
land, where  he  lived  until  1895,  when  he  moved 
to  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ; and  Charles  Grinnell.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Crittenden  also-  adopted  a daughter, 
Jessie,  who  married  Stephen  G.  Cornwall  of 
Rose  Hill,  and  died  March  7,  1889,  leaving- 
one  daughter,  Helen  May.  Mr.  Crittenden 
was  a Whig,  but  later  acted  with  the  Republi- 
can party.  He  was  a selectman  in  Portland  and 
was  sent  to'  the  State  Legislature.  In  religious 
connection  he  attended  the  Congregational 
Church.  While  living  at  New  London  he  uni- 
ted with  the  Odd  Fellows,  but  retired  from  the 
order  after  coming  to  Portland. 

Charles  Grinnell  Crittenden  was  born  in 
Portland  September  6,  1858,  on  the  same  farm 


where  his  father  and  grandfather  were  born. 
He  attended  district  school  No.  5,  in  Port- 
land, and  Miss  Abbey  White  and  Miss  Har- 
riet Culver  were  among  his  earlier  teachers. 
In  those  days  forty  scholars  was  an  average 
daily  attendance,  where  to-day  in  the  same 
school  it  does  not  exceed  a dozen.  Mr.  Crit- 
tenden has  a keen  regard  for  the  old  school 
where  his  entire  education  was  obtained.  He 
was  harnessed  up  into'  the  work  of  life  rather 
young,  and  remained  with  his  father  until 
1883.  That  year  he  rented  a farm  on  Penfield 
Hill,  and  after  one  year  there  took  the  farm  of 
George  G.  McLean  on  Rose  Hill  for  two  years. 
For  about  eight  months  he  worked  for  and 
lived  with  an  uncle  in  Stonington,  on  account 
of  the  poor  health  of  his  wife,  and  then  came 
back  to  Portland,  where  for  about  two  years  he 
was  in  the  employment  of  Allen  & Whitby, 
engaged  in  the  butcher  business.  In  1889  Mr. 
Crittenden  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  is 
now  living.  Since  that  time  he  has  added 
eighteen  acres,  and  owns  a well  kept  farm  of 
seventy  acres.  He  has  built  a new  tobacco 
shed,  a new  ice-house,  and  a new  creamery 
room,  and  has  a well  appointed  home. 

On  September  1,  1881,  Mir.  Crittenden 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Clara  R. 
Pitkin,  who  was  born  ii|  East  Hartford,  Conn., 
February  23,  i860,  a daughter  of  Leonard  and 
Eliza  A.  (Fox)  Pitkin,  the  former  a son  of 
Captain  James  and  Clarissa  (Pratt)  Pitkin, 
and  the  latter  a daughter  of  Leonard  and  Han- 
nah (Nicholson)  Fox.  Leonard  Pitkin  w&s 
for  some  years  a clothing  merchant  in  Mont- 
gomery, Ala.,  and  died  in  1880.  Mrs.  Crit- 
tenden, who  is  the  eldest  daughter  and  second 
child  in  a family  of  eight  children,  five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  accompanied  her  parents  to 
Portland  in  1863,  and  here  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated ; her  brother,  Leonard  F.,  is  a physician 
in  New  York.  Politically  M'r.  Crittenden  is 
a Republican  and  takes  an  active  interest  in 
town  matters,  where  his  rule  is  to  vote  for  the 
best  men,  regardless  of  their  political  affilia- 
tions. He  has.  been  the  clerk  and  the  treas- 
urer of  the  school  district.  With  his  wife  he 
belongs  to  St.  John's  Episcopal  chapel,  and  is 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  connect- 
ed with  it.  His  wife  is  president  of  the  chap- 
ter of  the  Daughters  of  the  King,  connected 
with  the  chapel  and  is  an  earnest  worker  for 
its  progress.  Mr.  Crittenden  belongs  to  the 
Portland  lodge  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  Hie  and 
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his  wife  are  rearing  an  adopted  daughter, 
Milly  Eliza  Pitkin,  who  was  born  in  June, 
1889,  a daughter  of  William  Seymour  Pitkin, 
a brother  of  Mrs.  Crittenden. 

HIRAM  V.  CHILDS  (deceased).  Among 
the  early  records  of  Connecticut,  the  name 
borne  by  our  honored  subject  soon  attracts  the 
reader’s  attention,  as  its  bearers  were  promi- 
nent in  almost  every  walk  of  life.  James 
Childs,  one  of  the  early  ancestors,  removed 
from  Warren,  R.  I.,  to  Haddam,  Conn.,  about 
the  year  1762,  and  married  a Miss  Kelly. 
They  reared  a family  which  by  marriage  be- 
came connected  with  many  others  of  old  Colo- 
nial stock,  namely:  James  Kelly,  born  in 

1763;  Thomas,  in  1765;  John,  in  1770;  Sam- 
uel, in  1779;  Gardener,  in  1781  ; and  Herman, 
in  1784. 

Gardener  Childs  was  born  June  12,  1781, 
and  on  September  1,  1802,  married  Fannie 
Doane,  who  was  born  March  31,  1782,  and 
died  in  May,  1824.  His  second  marriage,  on 
November  27,  1824,  was  to>  Esther  Tyler,  of 
East  Haddam,  Conn.  His  death  occurred  No- 
vember 3,  1831.  All  his  life  was  spent  in  East 
Haddam,  where  he  was  a farmer  and  ship- 
builder. To  him  were  born : Jonathan,  born 
in  1803;  Fannie  M.,  born  in  1805,  who  mar- 
ried Erastus  Bidwell,  of  South  Glastonbury; 
George,  deceased ; George  Gardener,  born  in 
1809:  Phoebe,  born  in  1811,  who  married 
Oliver  Smith,  of  Haddam,  Conn.;  Samuel  P>., 
born  June  18,  1814;  Eveline,  born  in  1817; 
and  Ralph,  born  in  1819.  By  the  second  mar- 
riage there  was  one  daughter,  Sarah  Eleanor, 
who  married  a Mr.  Warner,  of  Chicago. 

Samuel  P>.  Childs,  born  in  Middle  Haddam, 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Ade- 
line B.  Bevin,  whom  he  wedded  October  7, 
1839;  her  death  occurred  April  2,  1876.  1 1 is 

second  marriage  in  January,  1877,  was  to 
Alice  S.  Bevin,  born  August  8,  1817,  in  East 
Hampton.  During  life  he  had  engaged  ex- 
tensively in  farming,  was  ;i  stanch  Republican 
in  his  political  opinions  and  a devoted  and  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Congregational  ( lunch. 
His  second  wife  survived  him.  1 1 is  children, 
all  of  the  first  union,  and  all  now  deceased, 
were:  Edward  (1.,  who  died  Mav  15.  1001, 

at  Goshen,  N.  Y. ; Belinda  Veazey ; Isaac  Bevin ; 
and  Hiram  Veazey. 

Hiram  Veazey  Childs  was  born  Deeenibei 
]8,  1857,  in  the  town  of  Chatham,  where  he 
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received  his  early  education.  He  attended  the 
high  school  at  Middletown,  later  entering  Yale 
Business  College,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1878.  His  first  business  position  was  that  of 
bookkeeper  in  East  Hampton,  and  later  he  em- 
barked in  the  mercantile  business,  which  he 
was  obliged  to  give  up  for  a time  on  account  of 
ill  health.  After  1S97  he  was  not  actively  en- 
gaged. Mr.  Childs  was  an  ardent  Republican, 
taking  a great  interest  in  the  advancement  of 
his  party,  and  he  was  also  prominently  identi- 
fied with  much  of  the  progress  that  East 
Hampton  has  made  in  the  past  few  years,  al- 
though continued  invalidism  prevented  his  tak- 
ing the  active  part  that  he  would  have  enjoyed. 
He  died  February  28,  1901. 

Mr.  Childs  was  married  November  14, 
t88i,  to  Sophia  B.  Cone,  daughter  of  David 
Porter  and  Mary  Ann  (Fox)  Cone,  the  former, 
born  in  1818,  for  many  years  a well-known 
farmer  of  Chatham;  he  died  in  1S94.  and  his 
widow  died  January  10.  1902,  at  her  residence 
on  the  old  homestead : she  was  born  August  6, 
1833.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Cone  were  Erastus 
and  Matty  (Button)  Fox.  The  Cone  family 
comes  of  old  Colonial  stock,  and  many  of  them 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  distinguish- 
ing themselves  as  patriots  in  the  cause  of  free- 
dom. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Childs  have  been  lx  >rn  : 
Edward  C.,  October  17,  1882  (who  i>  prepar- 
ing for  college)  ; and  Mary  A..  March  2S,  1885. 
Mr.  Childs  was  highly  esteemed  in  Chatham, 
where  his  family  have  had  residence  so  long, 
and  he  possessed  the  kind  regard  of  many 
friends. 

EARLE  COOPER  BUTLER,  assistant 
cashier  and  teller  of  the  First  National  Bank 
I of  Middletown,  is  prominent  among  the  young 
men  in  the  commercial  circles  of  that  city. 

Mr.  Butler  was  born  November  21.  1862, 
in  Philadelphia,  second  son  of  Seth  11.  Butler, 
one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Middletown, 
who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Earle  C.  Butler  came  to  Middletown  in  1804. 
and  there  received  his  early  education,  later 
spending  a year  at  W'ilbraham  (Mass.)  \cad- 
emv.  Me  had  intended  taking  a course  at 
Worcester  School  of  Technology,  but  instead 
accepted  a position  with  Stiles  \ Parker,  as 
assistant  bookkeeper.  Soon  afterward  Mr.  But- 
ler was  selected  for  a clerkship  in  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank,  with  which  he  has  ever  since  l*ecn 
connected  He  became  bookkeeper  and  in 
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time  received  promotion  to  his  present  position, 
that  of  teller  and  assistant  cashier.  Mr.  But- 
ler is  also  one  of  the  directors  of  the  bank. 
He  has  advanced  steadily  from  the  very  open- 
ing of  his  business  career,  by  merit  alone. 

Mr.  Butler  and  Miss  Bertha  J.  Scranton 
were' married  October  21,  1885.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  the  late  S.  S.  Scranton,  a publisher 
of  Hartford,  and  a man  of  excellent  character 
and  standing,  and  is  a descendant  of  the  fa- 
mous Field  family,  of  Stockbridge,  Mass.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Butler  have  one  child,  Earle  Dudley, 
born  October  9,  1889. 

While  not  a politician  Mr.  Butler  takes  a 
lively  interest  in  political  matters.  He  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Blaine,  and  has  ever  since  re- 
mained a Republican.  He  has  served  on  the 
city  council.  Mr.  Butler  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  South  Congregational  Church, 
where  he  serves  as  treasurer.  He  is  a direc- 
tor and  trustee  of  the  Middletown  Y.  M.  C. 
A.  Mr.  Butler  takes  much  interest  in  outdoor 
sports  and  athletics.  In  1896  he  won  the  tour- 
nament of  the  National  Association  of  Roquet 
Players,  held  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  was  pro- 
nounced champion  of  the  United  States.  Since 
then  his  interest  has  turned  to  golfing,  and  he  is 
an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Arawana  Golf 
Club,  being  one  of  the  board  of  governors. 

EZRA  N.  CHAPMAN,  a successful  and 
highly  respected  farmer  residing  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  Westbrook,  Middlesex  county,  is 
a scion  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Con- 
necticut. The  Chapman  family  of  Old  Say- 
brook  are  among  the  oldest’  settlers  of  the 
locality.  The  name  Chapman  occurs  among 
the  earliest  of  English  surnames,  and  the  fam- 
ily, in  many  of  its  branches,  was  somewhat 
distinguished  at  an  early  period. 

Robert  Chapman,  the  settler  in  America, 
was  a native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  and  came 
to  Boston  in  1635,  from  Hull,  in  company  with 
Lion  Gardiner,  being  one  of  the  company  of 
twenty  men  who  were  sent  over  the  seas  by 
Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  to  take  possession  of 
a large  tract  of  land  and  make  settlements  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  river,  under  the 
patent  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal.  That  he  was  a 
man  of  influence  in  the  town  of  Saybrook  is 
evident  from  the  fact  that  for  many  years  he 
held  the  office  of  town  clerk,  and  was  clerk  of 
the  Oyster  River  Quarter,  and  he  filled  many 
important  stations.  For  many  years  he  was 


commissioner  for  Saybrook,  and  he  was  elected 
deputy  to  the  General  Court  at  Hartford  for- 
ty-three times,  and  was  assistant  nine  times, 
his  terms  of  service  covering  many  years.  Rob- 
ert Chapman  settled  on  a tract  of  land  in  Oys- 
ter River,  about  two  miles  west  of  the  Con- 
necticut river,  in  Saybrook,  and  owned  a large 
estate  in  Saybrook  and  East  Haddam.  This 
ancestor  married  Ann  Bliss  or  Blith,  and  died 
in  1687.  His  children  numbered  seven,  Rob- 
ert, his  second  son,  being  the  direct  progenitor 
of  Ezra  N. 

Robert  Chapman  (2)  was  born  in  Say- 
brook, and  was  extensively  engaged  in  agri- 
culture, owning  at  the  time  of  his  death  not 
less  than  two1  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Say- 
brook, East  Haddam  and  Hebron.  For  many 
years  he  was  clerk  of  the  Oyster  River  Quar- 
ter, and  he  was  commissioner  and  surveyor  for 
the  town  of  Saybrook.  For  eighteen  succes- 
sive sessions,  from  1692  to  1711,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Legislature,  and  became  as 
prominent  in  the  Congregational  Church  as  in 
civil  affairs.  His  last  resting  place  is  among 
other  ancestors  of  prominent  families,  in  the 
rear  of  Centre  Church,  in  Hartford.  His  first 
marriage  was  to  Sarah  Griswold,  of  Norwich, 
his  second  to1  Mary  Sheater,  of  Killingworth, 
and  the  children  of  these  unions  were : Sam- 
uel, Robert,  Sarah,  Francis,  Dorcas,  Stephen, 
Sarah,  two  that  died  in  infancy,  Benjamin, 
Mehetable,  Stephen  and  Abigail. 

Capt.  Samuel  Chapman,  the  next  in  direct 
line,  married  Margaret  Griswold,  of  Norwich, 
and  their  children  were : Sarah,  Margaret, 

Samuel,  Martha,  Temperance,  Jedediah,  Me- 
hetable, Caleb,  Lucy  and  Aaron.  Capt.  Chap- 
man became  a prominent  man  in  both  the  mil- 
itary and  civil  life  of  Saybrook,  residing  in  the 
part  now  known  as  Westbrook,  and  with  his 
wife  was  among  the  fourteen  who'  founded  the 
Congregational  Church  there. 

Caleb  Chapman,  of  the  above  family,  mar- 
ried Deborah  Jones,  and  they  reared  eight 
children:  Caleb  C.,  Deborah,  Abigail,  Sarah, 

Louisa,  Samuel,  Juliana  and  Mehetable. 

Caleb  C.  Chapman,  the  great-grandfather 
of  Ezra  N.,  married  (first)  Phebe  Post,  and 
later  Elizabeth  Bushnell,  and  his  children  were: 
Chloe,  Elizabeth,  Richard,  Charles,  Henry, 
Timothy  and  Edward,  the  last  named  being 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject.  Caleb  C. 
Chapman  became  a prominent  man  in  West- 
brook ; was  chosen  deacon  in  the  Congrega- 
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Itional  Church  in  1780,  and  served  until  his 
death,  a period  of  seventeen  years. 

Edward  Chapman,  born  at  Westbrook, 
January  21,  1782,  in  1812  married  Lydia, 
daughter  of  James  Kelsey,  of  Westbrook,  and 
by  her  had  six  children : Edward ; Harriet, 

born  in  1814,  who  married  Orville  Chapman, 
and  removed  to  Oneida,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y. ; 
Ezra,  born  in  1817,  who  married  Sarah  Jones; 
James  A.,  born  in  1819,  who  married  Harriet 
Kelsey;  Nathan;  and  Lydia.  The  father  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  and  lived  in  the  east- 
;ern  part  of  Westbrook.  In  1829  he  was  made 
,a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1837,  when  he  was  aged  fifty-five. 

Edward  Chapman,  the  father  of  Ezra  N., 
was  born  June  15,  1813,  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Westbrook.  From  infancy  he  suffered  from 
a weakness  of  fhe  optic  nerve,  which  at  times 
rendered  it  almost  impossible  for  him  to  fol- 
low his  farming  industries.  This  affliction 
terminated  in  blindness  before  his  decease,  on 
June  11,  1882;  he  is  buried  in  the  new  ceme- 
tery in  Westbrook.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  Sally  G.  Jones,  a daughter  of  Warren 
and  Olive  (Tucker)  Jones,  of  Westbrook.  Her 
death  took  place  in  1894.  The  children  of  this 
union  were:  One  that  died  in  infancy;  Emily 
Louisa;  Warren,  a farmer  on  the  homestead; 
land  Ezra  N. 

Ezra  N.  Chapman  was  born  October  9, 
1855,  on  the  homestead  in  Westbrook.  When 
a young  man  he  engaged  in  what  was  then  a 
very  lucrative  occupation,  shad  fishing,  which 
he  followed  for  several  years,  but  later  he 
turned  his  entire  attention  to  farming  activities 
>n  the  home  place,  remaining  there  until  1892, 
[when  he  purchased  his  present  farm.  Since 
! hat  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ting,  prospering  greatly,  his  cultivated  land 
Consisting  of  some  thirty  acres. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  married  May  4,  1892,  to 
Cora  N.  Stevens,  who  was  born  November 
2,  1868,  in  Westbrook,  daughter  of  Edwin 
C.  and  Jertisha  (Smith)  Stevens,  and  the  fol- 
owing  named  children  have  blessed  this  union  : 
Vena  N.,  deceased;  twin  boys;  Olive  born 
October  26,  1897;  and  Minnie  Contentment, 
torn  September  13,  1901. 

Mrs.  Chapman’s  ancestry  is  also  interest 
ng.  She  is  a great-granddaughter  of  Samuel 
Stevens,  at  whose  house  in  Westbrook  the  first 
M.  E.  Church  was  organized,  by  the  celebrated 


867 


Lorenzo  Dow.  Her  grandfather,  Aaron  Ste- 
vens, was  born  in  Kiliingworth,  now  Clinton ; 
was  a ship  carpenter  and  joiner,  em- 
ployed in  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  was  also  a work- 
man on  the  first  M.  E.  Church  edifice  erected 
in  Westbrook.  His  wife  was  Contentment 
Norton,  and  a family  of  eleven  children  was 
born  to  them,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Chapman  be- 
ing the  youngest.  Edwin  C.  Stevens  was  bom 
June  26,  1829,  in  Westbrook,  and  early  in  life 
was  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade,  which  he 
followed  for  many  years,  serving  from  the  post 
of  boy  before  the  mast  to  captain,  in  the  lat- 
ter capacity  for  many  years.  In  1865  he  quit 
the  water,  and  for  the  remainder  of  his  life 
followed  carpentering  and  farming,  dying 
April  11,  1894,  in  the  house  in  which  he  was 
born.  Mr.  Stevens  was  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  served  one  term  as  a member  of  the  board 
of  selectmen.  He  was  one  of  the  most  zealous 
workers  in  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  he 
had  served  as  clerk  and  trustee.  Mr.  Stevens 
was  married  February  18,  1853,  to  Jerusha 
Smith,  born  April  22,  1830,  a daughter  of 
Charles  and  Malinda  (Spencer)  Smith.  She 
passed  away  in  1878,  leaving  children:  Fan- 

ny Elizabeth  married  Homier  Tryon.  of  Clin- 
ton, a boatbuilder,  and  they  have  children — 
Estella.  Alice  E..  Elsada,  William.  Edwin  and 
Eugenia:  Clarence  E.,  a builder  in  Clinton, 
married  Minnie  Lee:  Htenry  A.  is  deceased; 
Mary  Ann  Contentment,  born  in  1863.  mar- 
ried Wilbur  Chamberlain,  of  New  Haven; 
Cora  N.  is  the  wife  of  Ezra  N.  Chapman. 

Mr.  Chapman  is  a Prohibitionist  in  politi- 
cal sentiment,  although  lie  is  not  in  sympathy 
with  the  radical  views  of  some  reformers,  be- 
ing a quiet,  self-respecting  man.  an  honest  citi- 
zen, and  one  who  has  all  his  life  done  his  full 
private  and  public  duty.  He  was  reared  in 
the  faith  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
Mrs.  Chapman  comes  from  a long  line  of  con- 
scientious followers  of  John  Woslev : both  are 
regular  attendants  at  divine  service,  and  both 
possess  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  whole 
community. 

HENRY  CARTER  IILLL.  a prominent 
citizen  of  Clinton.  Middlesex  county,  has  the 
honor  of  as  distinguished  an  ancestry  as  any 
within  the  borders  of  the  town. 

George  Hull,  his  first  \merican  ancestor, 
came  from  England  to  the  new  world  and  set- 
tled in  Dorchester.  Mass.,  in  1629;  was  made 
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a freeman  in  1632;  was  a member  of  the  first 
board  of  selectmen  of  Dorchester;  and  was  a 
representative  to  the  first  General  Court  held 
in  the  Colony,  May  14,  1634;  moved  to  Wind- 
sor, Conn. ; was  representative  to  the  General 
Court  of  Connecticut,  1637-1646;  assistant 
governor,  1639 ; moved  to  Fairfield,  Conn.,  and 
was  a representative  from  that  town.  He  died 
in  1659.  His  first  wife,  the  mother  of  all  his 
children,  was  Elizabeth  Russell. 

Josiah  Hull,  son  of  George,  was  also  a dis- 
tinguished man ; was  deputy  to  the  General 
Court  from  Windsor  in  1659,  1660  and  1662; 
removed  to  Killingworth  in  1663,  and  died  in 
1675.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Loomis,  of  Windsor. 

Oliver  Hull,  the  great-grandfather  of  Hen- 
ry C.,  was  born  in  1747,  ’n  Killingworth,  now 
Clinton,  and  resided  on  the  southwest  corner 
of  what  is  now  Main  and  Commerce  streets. 
While  quite  young  he  began  a career  on  the 
water,  engaging  in  the  coasting  trade,  and  in 
time  became  captain  of  a vessel  that  ran  to* 
Southern  ports.  While  on  a privateering  ex- 
pedition, he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  French, 
and  was  confined  many  months  on  a prison 
ship;  his  vessel  was  scuttled  and  sunk,  and  he 
was  subjected  to  many  cruelties  and  indignities 
before  his  release.  He  returned  to  his  home 
broken  in  health,  his  death  occurring  January 
31,  1831.  His  wife,  Martha  (Buell),  survived 
him  two  years.  Their  children  were:  Oli- 

ver; Hiel,  who  married  Une  Lay,  of  West- 
brook; Lucy,  who-  married  John  Waterhouse; 
Levi : and  Polly,  who  married  Samuel  Dibbell. 
All  became  connected  by  marriage  with  the 
prominent  and  well-known  families  of  Clinton 
and  Essex. 

Oliver  Hull,  the  grandfather  of  Henry  C, 
was  born  in  Clinton  May  9,  1775,  became  a 
ship  carpenter,  and  later  went  on  the  water  in 
the  coasting  trade  along  Long  Island  Sound. 
He  died  in  Clinton  April  30,  1842,  leaving  his 
wife,  Clarissa  (Brown)  Hull,  and  a family  of 
six  children : Oliver  B.,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  January  7,  1807;  Austin,  born 
in  1809,  married  Lucy  A.  Leete,  and  died  in 
1899  in  Fair  Haven;  Henry,  born  in  1812, 
married  Mary  T.  Howard,  and  was  a merchant 
in  Madison.  N.  Y.,  where  he  died;  Clarissa  A., 
born  in  1814,  married  Huntington  Wilcox, 
and  resides  in  Clinton;  Mary  E.,  born  in  1817, 
married  Nathan  Kelsey,  and  died  in  Clinton; 
Martha  A.,  born  in  1826,  married  Edward 


Goodrich,  of  Glastonbury,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased, and  resides  in  Clinton. 

Oliver  B.  Hull  was  born  in  Clinton,  where 
he  learned  the  trade  of  joiner,  and  for  many 
years  he  was  engaged  at  work  on  the  fine  fin- 
ishing of  the  interior  of  vessels.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  was  employed  in  the  navy  yard  at 
Brooklyn,  in  this  work,  and  later  followed  the  I1 
joiner’s  trade  in  Clinton,  subsequently,  in 
1865,  purchasing  the  business  of  A.  L.  Hull 
& Co.,  at  Clinton.  Until  his  death,  on  March 
12,  1888,  he  continued  in  the  business,  and 
took  an  active  part,  also,  in  public  affairs.  A 
Republican  in  politics,  he  served  as  judge  of 
probate  and  as  assessor  for  many  years,  effi-  i 
ciently  filling  these  positions  with  credit  to 
himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Phebe  M. 
(Carter)  Hull,  born  November  21,  1810,  in 
Clinton,  daughter  of  George  and  Jerusha  Car-  , 
ter.  Her  death  occurred  May  26,  1894.  The 
following  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hull:  Charles  E. ; Jennette  Elizabeth;  George 
O.,  born  in  1847,  who  for  twenty-five  years 
was  a valued  employe  of  the  Aetna  Life  Insur- 
ance Company,  of  Hartford,  and  died  Septem- 
ber 27,  1901  ; Henry  Carter,  our  subject;  and 
Nelson  G.,  born  in  1852,  who  was  manager  of  1 
a shoe  store  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  for  the  Joyce  ? 
Shoe  Company,  dying  there  January  29,  1880.  ! 

Henry  Carter  Hull  was  born  in  Clinton  j 
December  12,  1849,  and  was  educated  in  the  \ 
district  schools  and  Clinton  Academy.  On  leav-  ; 
ing  school  he  was  employed  by  his  father  as  an  ' 
assistant,  and  at  his  father’s  death  became  the  ! 
sole  prorietor  of  the  business,  which  he  has  J 
since  successfully  conducted.  Lumber  is  the  j 
principal  commodity  in  which  Mir.  Hull  deals,  j 
but  he  also  has  large  sales  in  builders’  hard-  j 
ware,  glass,  paints,  oils,  sash,  doors,  etc.,  his  ! 
aim  being  to  keep  trade  and  customers  well  j 
supplied  at  reasonable  rates.  Mr.  Hull  has  j 
taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  and  in  1895 
was  elected  by  the  Republicans  to  the  General 
Assembly,  where  he  efficiently  served  on  the 
committee  on  Insurance.  Previously  he  had 
served  the  town  as  clerk,  treasurer  and  judge 
of  probate  and  in  1897  was  called  upon  to  serve 
again  in  the  Assembly  on  the  committee  on 
Insurance.  Since  the  organization  of  Kenil- 
worth Council  No.  57,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  he  has  [ 
been  its  treasurer;  and  he  is  a member  of  In- 
dian River  Lodge,  No.  21 1,  N.  E.  O.  P.,  of 
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which  he  has  been  secretary  since  its  organiza- 
tion. He  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Clin- 
ton National  Bank,  and  represents  as  agent  the 
Hanover  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York; 
the  Pennsylvania  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of 
Philadelphia;  and  the  Royal  Insurance  Com- 
pany, of  London. 

On  March  7,  1876,  Mr.  Hull  was  married 
to  Arabelle  A.  Meigs,  daughter  of  James  R. 
Meigs,  of  the  town  of  Madisop,  and  one  child 
blessed  this  union,  James  Henry,  born  Janu- 
ary 31,  1877,  who  died  the  following  March. 
Both  Air.  and  Mrs.  Hull  are  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
he  is  treasurer.  Their  fine,  modern  home  was 
erected  in  1900. 

EDWIN*  AYER,  who  for  several  years 
prior  to  his  death  lived  retired  in  Saybrook, 
' led  an  active  career  in  his  time  as  a fisherman, 
lumberman  and  farmer,  and  was  at  one  time 
president  of  the  Saybrook  Bank  of  Essex. 

In  1637  the  Ayer  family  was  introduced 
into  this  country  by  the  arrival  of  John  Ayer, 
who  came  from  England  in  the  ship  “Alary 
Ann.”  He  was  of  Scottish  descent.  He  had 
a family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  John  Ayer 
(2)  was  twice  married,  first  to  Sarah  Will- 
iams and  second  to  Sarah  Woodin. 

John  Ayer  (3),  son  of  John  (2),  was  born 
i at  Hannibal  in  1688,  and  came  with  his  father 
to  Stonington  in  1694.  He  married  Sarah 
Courdaughton,  of  Lyme,  and  settled  in  Say- 
brook, at  a place  which  has  since  been  called 
Ayer’s  Point.  He  died  February  21,  1760, 
his  wife  on  December  3,  1760. 

Travis  Ayer,  son  of  John  (3),  was  born 
March  16,  1723,  and  was  married  in  1748  to 
Nahamah  Marston,  a native  of  Lyme.  They 
had  eight  children.  When  twenty-two  years 
of  age  Travis  Ayer  took  part  in  an  expedition 
led  by  Sir  William  Rupert  against  Louisburg. 

John  Ayer,  son  of  Travis,  and  the  grandfa- 
ther of  Edwin  Ayer,  was  born  September  24, 
1763,  at  Saybrook,  and  was  married  April  5. 
1786,  to  fennie  Young,  daughter  of  Judge 
Thomas  Young,  of  Southold,  L.  I.  lie  set 
tied  on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  built  a 
handsome  house,  and  reared  a large  family, 
lie  was  a shad  fisher  and  farmer,  shad  fishing 
being  a profitable  enterprise  in  those  days.  Air. 
Ayer  followed  this  business  as  a proprietor,  do 
ing  little  nr  none  of  the  manual  labor,  and  at 
tending  only  to  the  selling  of  the  lish.  1 1 is  si  >n 


and  grandson  also  engaged  in  that  line.  John 
Ayer  was  looked  upon  as  a man  of  sound  judg- 
ment, and  he  was  prominently  associated  with 
the  town  affairs,  holding  manv  of  the  leading 
offices.  He  died  Alav  28,  1840,  and  his  widow 
died  August  9,  1843.  To  their  union  came 
eight  children:  Hannah,  born  in  1787:  Lou- 

isa, 1789;  William  Travis,  December  11.  1791 
(the  father  of  Edwin)  ; Thomas  Young,  1795  : 
John,  1797;  Deborah  AL,  1799;  Alary  Ann. 
1801 ; Amelia,  1807.  In  politics  Air.  Ayer  was 
a Federalist,  and  represented  his  town  in  the 
Legislature  in  1819  and  1820.  In  religion  he 
belonged  to  the  Congregational  Church. 

William  Travis  Ayer  was  married  Decem- 
ber 25,  1823,  to  Louisa,  daughter  of  Ezra  and 
Elizabeth  ( Whittlesey)  Clark,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Samuel  Clark.  She  was  born 
April  26,  1796,  and  died  December  23,  1872. 
Air.  Ayer  (lied  August  28,  1878.  He  was  a 
shad  fisher  in  the  spring,  and  a farmer  the  rest 
of  the  year,  and  was  considered  an  extensive 
agriculturist  in  his  day.  To  William  T.  Ayer 
and  his  wife  came  eleven  children  : ( 1 ) Ed- 
win was  born  October  15.  1824.  (2)  Afaria 

Louisa  married  C.  AI.  Whittlesey,  of  West 
Newton,  Alass.  (3)  William  Travis,  born 
July  5,  1827,  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years. 
(4)  Ezra  Clark,  born  in  1829.  was  a resident 
of  Farmington,  Conn,  lie  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried. (5)  Mary  Jane,  born  in  1830.  married 
John  F.  Rushnell,  of  Saybrook.  (6)  Charles, 
born  in  1832,  died  in  Iowa  in  1858.  1") 

Lydia,  born  in  1833,  married  Samuel  Ingham, 
a farmer  of  Saybrook.  (8)  Amelia  Ann.  born 
in  1835.  was  twice  married,  first  to  Frank  Har- 
vey, and  then  to  Charles  Kelsey,  of  Center- 
brook,  Conn.  (9)  Isabel,  born  in  1836,  died 
when  seventeen  vears  old.  ( 10)  Andrew,  liorn 
in  18^7,  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  in 
which  he  was  wounded,  and  is  now  in  the  S*l- 
diers'  Home.  (11)  Harriet  Angelinc.  horn  in 
1841,  died  in  1861.  William  T.  Ayer,  the  fa- 
ther of  this  family,  was  a life-time  resident  of 
the  town,  living  on  Hyde's  Point,  where  he 
erected  his  beautiful  home,  on  the  river  bank, 
a short  distance  from  the  old  homestead.  The 
land  around  Hyde’s  Point  has  been  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Ayers  for  many  generations,  In 
politics  Mr.  Aver  was  a Whig  and  a Republi- 
can. lie  refused  public  station,  though  he  was 
persuaded  to  serve  one  term  as  col  let*  tor  of 
taxes. 

Edwin  Aver  was  born  in  the  famil\  man- 
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sion  on  Hyde's  Point.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  to  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  was 
then  a pupil  at  the  Saybrook  Academy  for  two 
terms  under  William  R.  Clark,  and  attended 
Essex  Academy  under  Harvey  Sanford  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Vale,  who  afterward  became  the 
Episcopal  bishop  of  Wisconsin.  When  eighteen 
years  old  he  engaged  in  fishing  in  the  South, 
on  the  James  and  York  rivers,  in  Virginia, 
for  one  season.  He  taught  school  one  term 
at  Saybrook  Point,  and  one  term  in  the  Oyster 
River  District.  In  1846  he  traveled  for  Capt. 
Bill,  a publisher  of  Hartford,  as  a book  agent, 
through  Iowa,  Illinois,  Kentucky  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. When  the  California  gold  fever  became 
epidemic  a company  of  sixty  men  was  formed 
at  Hartford,  under  the  name  of  the  New  Ha- 
ven & California  Joint-Stock  Company.  The 
bark  “Anna  Reynolds”  was  purchased,  ayid 
after  an  eventful  voyage  of  255  days  dropped 
anchor  in  San  Francisco  bay.  The  Captain, 
though  a competent  man,  was  given  to  drink, 
and  some  fifty  or  sixty  days  were  wasted  in 
port  on  this  account.  During  this  enforced 
stay  the  company  learned  much  of  South 
America.  The  ship  was  abandoned  and  all 
made  their  way  to  the  gold  fields.  This  ves- 
sel still  lies  sunk  at  the  mouth  of  the  American 
river,  near  Sacramento. 

Edwin  Ayer  remained  in  the  new  El  Do- 
rado about  two  years,  and  as  a placer  miner 
was  quite  successful ; among  the  adventurers 
he  was  known  as  a “responsible  man.”  On  the 
first  Sunday  in  June,  1850,  he  panned  out  a 
few  flakes  of  gold,  and  sent  them  in  a letter  to' 
the  young  lady  who  afterward  became  his  wife. 
He  has  nuggets  which  he  picked  up  while  there. 
He  returned  on  the  first  trip  of  the  Vanderbilt 
line,  by  way  of  Central  America,  came  to-  his 
old  home,  and  on  October  20,  1852,  was  mar- 
ried to  Abbie,  daughter  of  Thomas  Young,  of 
Farmington.  She  died  August  28,  1882,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-nine  years.  Mr.  Ayer  then  mar- 
ried her  sister,  Carrie  Young,  who  was  born 
January  29,  1828,  and  died  January  24,  1897. 
To  the  first  union  were  born : (1)  John  E., 

born  December  26,  1855,  is  a resident  of  Seat- 
tle, Wash.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  civil  en- 
gineering, and  is  a wide-awake,  enterprising 
writer  for  the  Post-Intelligencer.  (2)  Cora 
Belle,  born  November  14,  1857,  was  married 
October  1,  1900,  to  Samuel  E.  Spencer,  of 
Clinton,  Conn.  (3)  Louisa  Clark  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years.  (4)  Charles  Henry,  born 


April  25,  1862,  died  March  9,  1897.  He  was 
a graduate  of  Yale  Law  School,  1883,  and  the 
following  year  located  at  Olympia,  Wash., 
where  he  began  the  practice  of  law.  When  he 
was  thirty-five  he  was  elected  a judge  of  the 
Superior  court  of  the  State,  also  served  as 
mayor  of  the  city,  and  was  State’s  attorney.  |,j 
For  a young  man  he  was  widely  known  as  a 
capable  lawyer,  with  a good  practice,  and  bril- 
liant prospects  before  him.  He  married  Cora 
Ellis,  and  to  this  union  were  born  Edwin 
Travis,  Ellis  Chase,  Richard  Charles,  John  1 
Young  and  Elizabeth.  (5)  Louisa,  born  June 
4,  1864,  is  a stenographer  for  the  Supreme  j 
court  of  Washington,  a position  she  has  held  ■ 
for  the  past  eight  years.  She  is  a member  of 
the  Washington  Bar,  and  has  served  as  private 
secretary  for  several  of  the  governors. 

Robert  Archer,  born  January  31,  1867,  is  a 
ranchman  and  lumberman  in  Washington, 
where  he  operates  a steam  sawmill. 

Mr.  Ayer  led  an  active  life,  though  for  j 
several  years  he  lived  retired  from  business.  1 
At  one  time  he  operated  a steam  sawmill,  and 
was  interested  in  lumbering.  The  mill  was  1 
destroyed  in  1876.  Mr.  Ayer  had  the  distinc- 
tion of  having  purchased  the  first  load  of 
Washington  shingles  ever  brought  over  the 
mountains.  He  discontinued  fishing  in  1886.  , 

The  year  1882  was  particularly  successful,  but  | 
since  that  time  little  money  has  been  made  in 
the  business.  .1 

In  National  affairs  Mr.  Ayer  was  a strong 
Republican,  and  believed  in  protection  from  the 
time  of  Van  Buren.  In  1872  and  1873  he  rep- 
resented the  town  in  the  Legislature,  serving- 
on  the  Fisheries  and  State's  Prison  commit- 
tees. In  former  years  he  filled  nearly  all  the 
town  offices,  and  for  the  period  of  twenty-five  ; 
years  was  justice  of  the  peace.  For  seven  years 
he  was  president  of  the  Saybrook  Bank,  and 
was  a directpr  of  that  institution  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death. 

MATTHEW  WOODBURY  PLUM- 
STEAD,  M.  D.,  is  a skilled  physician  and  sur- 
geon of  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  whose  knowl- 
edge of  the  science  of  medicine  is  broad  and 
comprehensive,  and  whose  abilitv  in  applying 
its  principles  to  the  needs  of  suffering  human- 
ity has  gained  him  an  enviable  prestige  in  pro- 
fessional circles. 

Matthew  Plumstead,  his  paternal  grandfa- 
ther, was  a native  of  England,  and  on  coming 
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to  America  first  located  in  Bath,  Maine,  but 
later  moved  to  Lynn,  Mass.,  where  he  em- 
barked in  the  wholesale  harness  business,  which 
he  continued  successfully  to  carry  on  for  forty 
years.  Two  of  his  sons  are  now  engaged  in 
the  same  business  at  that  place.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six  years.  In  his  family  were 
the  following  children : Augustus,  who  ran 

away  from  home  when  a boy  and  in  time  set- 
tled in  Australia,  where  he  reared  a large  fam- 
ily; Matthew,  the  Doctor’s  father;  Asa,  who 
was  born  in  Bath,  Maine;  George  and  Hard- 
ing, who  were  born  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  where 
they  are  now  engaged  in  the  harness  business ; 
David,  who  died  young;  Lillie,  widow  of  Al- 
fred Curtis,  of  Lynn,  M'ass. ; and  Sarah,  now 
deceased. 

Matthew  Plumstead,  the  Doctor’s  father, 
was  born  in  Bath,  Maine,  in  1831,  but  a few 
years  after  his  birth  the  family  moved  to 
Lynn,  Mass.  During  his  youth  he  went  West 
and  located  in  Galena,  111.,  where  he  secured 
employment  as  clerk  in  a ;store.  Gen.  U.  S. 
Grant  being  employed  near  by,  they  soon  be- 
came warm  friends.  At  one  time  Mr.  Plum- 
stead  owned  some  lead  mining  property  near 
Galena.  For  a number  of  years  he  lived  in 
Hastings,  Minn.,  where  he  speculated  in  wheat, 
and  then  returned  to  Galena,  continuing  his 
residence  in  Illinois  until  1868,  when  he  re- 
turned to  his  old  home  in  Lynn,  Mass.  He 
was  engaged  in  the  wholesale  flour  and  feed 
business  in  Boston  up  to  within  a short  time  of 
his  death.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  was 
a Republican.  In  Lynn,  Mass.,  he  married  Miss 
Maria  Josephine  Woodbury,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Myra  (Page)  Woodbury,  and  she 
is  still  living  in  Lynn.  M!rs.  Plumstead  can 
trace  her  ancestry  back  to  John  Woodbury, 
the  old  planter,  who  landed  at  Cape  Ann  in 
1623  or  1624,  and  with  a few  others  settled 
in  Salem  ( Nauemkeck)  in  1626,  two  years  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  Gov.  Endicott.  1 le  was  only 
second  to  the  Governor  in  his  influence  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Colony.  His  descendants  in  di- 
rect line  to  Mrs.  Plumstead  were  Peter,  Peter 
(2),  Peter  (3),  Joseph,  John  and  John  (2). 
Of  these  Joseph  Woodbury  was  in  the  Revolt! 
tionary  war,  as  were  not  less  than  seven  other 
ancestors  of  Dr.  Plumstead,  and  some  were 
also  in  the  Colonial  wars,  so  that  he  is  fully 
qualified  to  join  the  Sons  of  American  Rc\' 
lution  or  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars.  I lie 
Doctor  is  the  eldest  in  a familv  of  three  chi  1 


dren.  His  brother,  John  P.  Plumstead.  born 
in  1859,  resides-  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  and  is  with 
the  Thompson-Houston  Electric  Light  Com- 
pany; and  Winifred  J.  is  the  widow  of  J.  W. 
Gibboney,  formerly  of  the  Thompson-Houston 
Electric  Light  Company. 

Dr.  Plumstead  was  born  in  Galena.  111., 
February  13,  1855,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  that  city  and  the  high  school  at  Lynn, 
Mass.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  employed 
at  various  occupations,  and,  always  having  an 
ambition  to  join  the  ranks  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, he  worked  his  way  through  college. 
He  was  student  one  year  in  the  Medical  De- 
partment at  Harvard,  and  then  entered  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  1887.  After  one  year  de- 
voted to  hospital  work  in  that  city,  he  opened 
an  office  in  Fast  Haddam,  Conn.,  in  1888,  and 
has  since  successfully  engaged  in  practice  at 
this  place.  He  is  a member  of  the  State  and 
County  Medical  Societies,  and  has  served  as 
coroner  and  health  officer  for  twelve  \ears  in 
a most  creditable  and  satisfactory  manner,  and 
has  also  been  Post  Surgeon  for  the  same  length 
of  time. 

On  October  2.  1889.  Dr.  Plumstead  mar- 
ried Miss  Josephine  Adelaide  Johnson,  who 
was  born  Septeml>er  19.  1865,  a daughter  of 
E.  Emory  Johnson,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren : Harold  Woodbury,  born  Octolier  9. 

1890;  and  Stanley  Johnson,  born  December 
31,  1894.  In  religious  faith  the  Doctor  is  a 
Baptist,  while  his  wife  holds  membership  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Politicallv 
he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  partv,  and 
socially  is  a memljer  of  Mystic  Lodge.  Xo.  19, 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  Lvnn,  Mass.,  with  which  he 
has  been  connected  for  twenty-one  years;  and 
he  also  belongs  to  the  Middlesex  Lodge,  Xo. 
3,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Hist  Haddam, 

ROBERT  PADDOCK  HUBBARD,  a 
most  successful  and  enterprising  farmer,  re- 
siding in  the  West  Long  Mill  District  of  Mid- 
dletown, Middlesex  county.  is  a son  of  Hon. 
Alfred  and  Julia  \nn  (Paddock)  Hubbard, 
w hose  life  history  may  be  read  in  the  sketch  "t 
the  Hubbard  family,  elsewhere.  He  was  l»>rn 
! March  6,  1847,  in  the  house  n w occupied  bv 
i bis  vounger  brother,  Frank  C.  Hubbard,  of 
West  Long  Hill,  and  a review  of  whose  life 
! may  be  found  on  another  page. 

Robert  P.  Hubbard  acquired  bis  education 
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in  the  district  schools,  supplementing  the  in- 
struction there  received  by  attendance  for  one 
term  at  the  private  school  of  Daniel  H.  Chase, 
and  later  at  the  Eastman  Business  College, 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  from  which  latter  insti- 
tution he  graduated  in  1866,  in  the  same  class 
with  his  neighbor,  E.  T.  Birdsey.  On  his  re- 
turn home  from  school  he  was  presented  by 
his  father  with  a ten-acre  lot,  and  some  little 
aid  was  also1  afforded  him  by  his  maternal  aunt, 
Mrs,  Patty  (Martha)  (Paddock)  Miller.  On 
this  small  piece  of  land  he  began  his  business 
career,  shortly  afterward  erected  a neat  cot- 
tage, and  a year  later  built  a small  house.  For 
two  years  he  confined  his  farming  operations 
to  this  ten-acre  tract,  but  later  continued  to  add 
to  it  by  purchases  from  his  father  until  he  be- 
came the  owner  of  one  hundred  acres.  In  1887 
he  erected  his  present  pretty  residence,  and  he 
now  has  as  fine  a farm  as  there  is  in  the  town, 
of  similar  dimensions,  improved  with  all  nec- 
essary outbuildings.  He  carries  on  general 
farming,  growing  small  fruits  and  berries,  has 
a fine  peach  orchard,  and  also1  raises  a small 
crop  of  tobacco  each  season,  and  is  recognized 
by  his  neighbors  as  a model,  progressive  farm- 
er. He  has  added  to  his  possessions  a number 
of  tenements  in  Middletown. 

Mr.  Hubbard  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
Middletown,  November  4,  1875,  with  Miss 
Margaret  Stewart  Kellsey,  who*  was  born  in 
Middletown  December  7,  1852,  daughter  of 
Lewis  L.  and  Caroline  A.  (Camfield)  Kellsey. 
Lewis  L.  Kellsey  was  a manufacturer  of  silk 
fish  lines  at  Zoar,  Conn.,  for  many  years  and  his 
product  always  stood  at  the  head  of  manufac- 
tures of  that  kind.  He  died  in  1872,  and  his 
widow  is  now  a resident  of  Boston,  Mass.  The 
union  of  M1*.  and  Mrs.  Robert  P.  Hubbard  has 
been  graced  with  four  children,  viz. : Lewis 

K.,  born  October  10,  1876,  graduated  from  the 
Middletown  high  school  in  the  class  of  1895, 
took  a post-graduate  course  in  the  same  school, 
finished  in  1897,  and  is  now  studying  electrical 
engineering  at  Cornell  University;  Alfred, 
born  January  8,  1878,  still  has  his  home  with 
his  parents:  Julia  A.,  born  August  7,  1881, 
and  Caroline  K.,  born  June  7,  1886,  are  also 
under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  Hubbard  is  a Democrat,  served  one 
year  on  the  board  of  selectmen,  in  1894,  and 
was  assessor  one  term,  in  1895.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  South  Congregational 
Church,  to  the  support  of  which  they  liberally 


contribute.  Mr.  Hubbard  is  what  may  be 
called  a “self-made”  man,  having  been  inde- 
pendent of  his  father  since  nineteen  years  of 
age.  He  is  very  popular,  and  is  greatly  re- 
spected by  all  his  neighbors. 

CHARLES  EDWARD  BOWERS,  a well- 
known  citizen  of  Cromwell,  Middlesex  coun- 
ty, owns  a farm  in  the  Nooks,  which  is  one 
of  the  very  best  in  that  part  of  the  State.  He 
is  descended  from  an  old  family,  but  unfortu- 
nately its  history  has  not  been  preserved. 

Otis  Bowers,  the  father  of  Charles  E.,  was 
a son  of  Benajah  Bowers,  whose  other  chil- 
dren were:  Chauncey,  who  married  Sarah 

Moseley,  of  Hampton,  where  she  died;  Orrin, 
who  died  a bachelor ; Lucetta,  who  married 
Whitfield  Roberts,  of  Meriden,  where  he  died; 
and  Mary,  who  married  first  a Mr.  Hascher, 
and  second  a Mr.  Langdon,  and  died  in  Meri- 
den. Bereft  of  a mother’s  love  in  infancy,  and 
of  a father's  care  in  boyhood,  Otis  Bowers  was 
early  thrown  on  his  own  resources.  His  first 
employment  was  on  the  farm  of  the  late  Ste- 
ven White,  the  father  of  Steven  Star  White, 
of  Portland.  The  schooling  which  he  received 
was,  as  might  be  expected  from  a knowledge 
of  his  circumstances,  rather  limited.  When  he 
became  a man  he  went  to  sea  in  the  West  In- 
dies trade  with  Capt.  Henry  McKee,  and  Capt. 
Henry  Mildrum,  and  rising  to  the  position  of 
first  mate,  he  followed  that  calling  for  many 
years.  After  reaching  middle  age  he  gave  up 
a sailor’s  life,  and  located  in  Cromwell,  where 
he  found  employment  with  a Portland  quarry 
firm,  being  engaged  in  loading  stone  on  ves- 
sels. His  left  eye  was  destroyed  by  a falling 
piece  of  timber,  which  accident  induced  him 
to  give  up  work  in  the  quarry.  He  bought  the 
farms  in  the  Nooks  now  occupied  by  his  son 
Charles  E.,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  His  remains  rest  in  Cromwell.  Otis 
Bowers  was  married  in  Cromwell  to  Miss 
Eliza  Belden,  a daughter  of  Josiah  and  Ruth 
( McKee)  Belden.  Josiah  Belden,  her  brother, 
was  a New  York  millionaire,  and  founded  the 
Cromwell  Library.  He  was  a resident  of  Cal- 
ifornia for  many  years,  and  was  mayor  of  San 
Francisco  at  one  time.  The  children  of  Otis 
Bowers  and  his  wife  were : Charles,  who  was 
drowned  in  the  Connecticut  river  at  the  age  of 
ten  years ; Jane,  who  married  Chauncey  Whit- 
more, of  Rocky  Hill,  and  died  in  Cromwell; 
Susan,  who  died  young;  Ellen,  who  first  mar- 
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ried  Frederick  Norton,  (a  soldier  in  the  Sixth 
Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  who  died  from  prison  fever),  and 
second  Thomas  Lyon,  of  Putnam,  Conn. ; Ruth, 
who  died  in  infancy ; and  Charles  Edward. 

Charles  Edward  Bowers  was  born  Septem- 
ber 11,  1850,  and  came  to  the  Nooks  with  his 
parents  when  quite  young.  Receiving  a com- 
mon school  education,  he  supplemented  same 
by  a course  in  the  Cromwell  Academy.  After 
leaving  school  he  came  to  the  home  farm,  and 
for  a short  time  was  employed  in  the  factory  of 
the  J.  & E.  Stevens  Company.  When  his  fa- 
ther died  Charles  took  charge  of  the  farm, 
bought  out  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs,  and 
has  greatly  improved  the  family  heritage.  Here 
he  does  general  farming,  and  until  1899  was 
a dairyman  and  fruit  grower. 

In  1872  Mr.  Bowers  was  married  to  Mary 
J.  Goodrich,  of  Rocky  Hill,  a daughter  of 
Jeremiah  and  Mary  (Shayler)  Goodrich, 
farming  people  of  that  town.  To  this  union 
were  born:  George,  who'  is  living  at  home; 

Carrie,  who  married  Robert  Booth,  and  lives 
in  Hartford,  where  he  is  employed  in  the  fac- 
tory of  the  Colts  Fire  Arms  Company ; Ed- 
ward, a graduate  of  Huntsinger’s  Business 
College,  of  Hartford,  at  present  employed  as 
bookkeeper  in  that  city,  and  who  married  Cor- 
nelia Sage,  of  Cromwell;  Charles  L.,  who, 
after  learning  the  machinist’s  trade,  married 
Alice  Parry,  of  Hartford,  and  moved  to  Plvde 
Park,  near  Boston,  Mass.,  where  he  obtained 
employment  at  his  trade;  and  Jennie,  who  is 
living  at  home.  In  politics  Mr.  Bowers  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party;  he  served 
on  the  board  of  selectmen  in  1894.  He  is  a 
member  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  81,  F.  .& 
A.  M.,  of  Cromwell.  Personally  he  is  a quiet 
and  peaceable  man,  of  industrious  habits  and 
high  character. 

CHARLES  E.  STANLEY,  M.  D..  attend- 
ing physician  for  the  Connecticut  I lospital  for 
the  Insane,  at  Middletown,  Middlesex  county, 
is  one  of  the  most  popular  phvsicians  connect- 
ed with  that  institution,  and  a man  who  stands 
high  in  his  specialty  and  with  the  profession 
generally. 

Dr.  Stanley  was  born  in  Rocky  Mill,  this 
State,  a son  of  Everett  L.  and  Sarah  hrancis 
Stanley.  The  Stanley  family  is  one  1 1 the 
oldest  in  New  England.  ( apt.  fohn  Stanley, 
the  founder  of  the  branch  to  which  the  Mot- 


tor  belongs,  settled  in  Hartford  with  his  two 
uncles,  Thomas  and  Timothy  Stanley,  in  1636, 
having  emigrated  from  England  in  1634-35. 
He  fought  in  the  Pequot  wars,  and  later  was 
prominent  in  town  affairs.  Many  of  his  de- 
scendants are  still  to  be  found  in  Hartford  and 
its  vicinity.  Dr.  Stanley  traces  his  descent 
from  John  Stanley  through  Thomas,  Thomas, 
Thomas,  Lot,  Ira,  Ira,  Jr.,  and  Everett  L.  Ira 
Stanley,  Jr.,  the  Doctor's  grandfather,  was  a 
native  of  New  Britain  and  built  his  residence 
where  the  Center  Church  now  stands.  He  was 
a prominent  man  in  the  church,  one  of  the 
standing  committee,  a leader  of  singing  and 
prayer  in  social  meetings,  “greatlv  interested 
in  temperance  and  anti-slavery,  and  active  in 
all  Christian  work."  Fie  was  a successful  man- 
ufacturer in  New  Britain,  the  founder  of  the 
firm  of  I.  Stanley  & Son,  of  which  the  Doctor  s 
father  was  also  a member. 

Charles  E.  Stanley  attended  school  at 
Rocky  Hill,  and  later  entered  Glastonbury 
Academy,  when  Prof.  Snow  was  at  its  head ; 
many  of  the  pupils  of  this  institution  became 
well  known  in  business  and  professional  cir- 
cles. Fie  was  but  eight  years  old  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  at- 
tended the  Philadelphia  high  school  (now 
known  as  Philadelphia  College),  from  which 
he  graduated  in  the  class,  of  1872.  with  the 
degree  of  A.  B..  taking  second  honors  in  a 
class  of  thirty-four.  He  received  the  degree 
of  A.  M.  from  the  same  school  in  1877.  After 
his  graduation  he  took  a course  in  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  Lniversity  of  Pennsylvania, 
from  which  lie  graduated  in  1876. 

After  receiving  his  diploma  Dr.  Stanley,  on 
March  6,  1878,  became  attending  physician  at 
the  Connecticut  I lospital  for  the  Insane,  where 
lie  has  since  remained,  being  in  p>*int  of  service 
one  of  the  oldest  phvsicians  connected  with  the 
institution.  Since  1887  he  has  been  in  charge 
of  the  South  Hospital,  which  contains  four 
hundred  female  patients.  The  Connecticut 
Hospital  for  the  Insane  is  a model  of  its  kind, 
being  one  of  the  largest  and  best  managed  in- 
stitutions in  the  countrv.  and  owes  its  high 
rank,  in  a great  degree,  t « * the  efficient  medical 
staff.  Dr.  Stanley  is  a member  of  the  State 
and  County  Medical  Societies;  of  the  New 
England  Psychological  Society  ; of  the  Medio  - 
Legal  Society  of  New  ork  : and  of  the  \mer- 
ican  Medico-Psychological  Vssociation.  He 
was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Columbia 
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Trust  Company,  and  is  now  one  of  its  direc- 
tors and  trustees. 

Dr.  Stanley  was  married  at  Colchester, 
Conn.,  January  4,  1887,  to  Miss  Helen  M. 
Manning,  a resident  of  that!  town  and  a native 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  them : A.  Robbins,  Charles  F.  and 

Marjorie.  Fraternally  Dr.  Stanley  is  a mem- 
ber of  St.  John's  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M'.,  being  its 
present  master;  of  Washington  Chapter;  and 
of  Cyrene  Commandery,  in  which  he  has  held 
several  important  offices.  He  is  eligible  to  all 
Colonial  and  Revolutionary  societies,  although 
not  a.  member  of  any.  Both  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Stanley  are  members  of  the  South  Congrega- 
tional Church.  The  Doctor,  though  not  a pol- 
itician, is  in  sympathy  with  the  Republican 
party,  whose  doctrines  he  always  supports. 

CHARLES  FOUNTAIN,  a representa- 
tive business  man  of  Middletown,  Middlesex 
county,  dealer  in  shoes  and  gents’  furnishings, 
was  horn  September  2,  1851,  in  the  Long 
Hill  District,  son  of  Richard  and  Phebe  (Pet- 
tit) Fountain,  of  whom  further  mention  will 
soon  be  made. 

John  Fountain,  grandfather  of  Charles, 
was  a native  of  England,  and  came  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  about  1834.  He  first  located  in  the 
Farm  Hill  District  of  Middletown,  living  in 
what  is  known  as  the  “Stone  House,”  and  fol- 
lowed farming  and  dairying ; later  he  removed 
to  Westfield,  Conn.,  and  still  later  to  Nebraska, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
wife,  however,  passed  away  at  Middletown, 
Conn.  Their  children,  six  in  number,  were: 
Henry  went  to  California  during  the  “gold  fe- 
ver,” and  there  died,  leaving  a family;  Esther 
married  Henry  Keyes,  went  to  Illinois,  and  la- 
ter to  Oregon;  Richard,  father  of  Charles,  is 
mentioned  below;  David,  a blacksmith,  went 
westward,  and  all  trace  of  him  has  been  lost; 
Thomas  resides  in  South  Bend,  Neb. ; Ann 
married  Thomas  W.  Fountain,  and  lives  in 
South  Bend,  Nebraska. 

Richard  Fountain  was  born  in  Buckingham, 
England,  about  1822,  and  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  America.  He  worked  in  a factory  in 
Middletown,  Conn.,  from  about  the  age  of 
twelve  years  until  young  manhood,  was  indus- 
trious, saved  his  dollars,  and  about  1850  went 
to  farming.  About  1857  he  located  on  a farm 
on  Long  Hill,  where  he  died  in  1867.  He  was 
originally  a Democrat  in  politics,  but  on  the 


formation  of  the  Republican  party  became  one 
of  its  stanch  supporters.  To  his  marriage,  in 
1848,  with  Miss  Phebe  Pettit,  who  was  born 
in  February,  1819,  came  two'  children,  viz.: 
Arthur,  born  in  July,  1849,  died  in  Middletown 
in  April,  1883;  Charles  is  our  subject  proper. 

Mrs.  Phebe  (Pettit)  Fountain  survived  until 
November  9,  1899. 

Charles  Fountain  attended  the  district 
school  until  about  sixteen  years  old,  and  then, 
in  1867,  entered  the  store  of  the  well-known 
old  merchant,  Henry  Ward,  in  whose  establish- 
ment many  of  the  business  men  of  Middletown 
gained  their  early  experience.  From  that  time 
until  1888  Mr.  Fountain  clerked  in  the  same 
line  of  goods  in  which  he  now  deals,  with  the 
exception  of  ten  months  during  1873.  In 
1888  he  began  business  on  his  own  account, 
and,  while  not  old  in  years,  he  has  been  longer 
in  this  line  than  any  other  merchant  in  Mid-  | 
dletown.  By  dose  attention  to  the  needs  of 
his  patrons,  and  fair  dealing,  together  with  his  ; 
urbanity  and  sincere  desire  to  please,  he  has 
attained  a foremost  position  among  the  mer- 
chants of  the  city,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
ular  of  its  citizens. 

Mr.  Fountain  is  a Republican,  but  never 
permits  politics  to  interfere  with  his  business, 
contenting  himself  with  exercising  his  fran- 
chise in  favor  of  the  party  of  his  choice.  In 
religion  he  is  a Congregationalism  uniting  with, 
the  South  Church. 

r 

GEORGE  ORLANDO  STANNARD  is 
one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  residing  in  the 
western  part  of  Westbrook,  Middlesex  county. 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Eph- 
raim Stannard,  who  made  a home  in  West- 
brook, where  Ashbel  Stannard,  the  grandfa- 
ther, was  born.  Shortly  after  his  marriage 
the  latter  removed  with  his  young  wife  to  ( 

Winthrop,  this  county,  where  he  became  an  j 

extensive  farmer. 

George  Stannard,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Winthrop  and  grew  up  on  the 
farm,  acquiring  a complete  education  in  ag- 
ricultural methods,  although  his  school  facili- 
ties were  somewhat  limited.  At  the  time  of 
his  marriage  he  bought  a farm  in  the  Horse 
Hill  District  of  Westbrook,  residing  on  that 
place  for  several  years,  and  on  disposing  of  it 
removed  to  another  near  the  Clinton  line,  now 
occupied  by  Miss  Ely  Stannard.  There  Mr. 
Stannard  resided  until  his  death,  July  27,  1865. 
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In  the  Methodist  Church  he  was  known  as  a 
devout  and  consistent  Christian,  and  he  was 
called  upon  to  serve  the  town  in  the  offices  of 
tax  collector,  selectman  and  member  of  the 
board  of  relief.  The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Stan- 
nard  was  to  Betsey  Buell,  of  Clinton,  who  was 
born  in  1813,  daughter  of  Oliver  Buell.  Her 
death  occurred  when  our  subject  was  but  two 
weeks  old.  To  this  union  were  born  six  chil- 
dren : Hamlin,  who  (first)  married  Susan 

Spencer  and  (second)  Anna  Post;  Mary,  who 
(first)  married  John  Stannard,  and  (second) 
George  Stannard ; Susan,  who  married  An- 
drew Doane;  Charles,  who  married  Hattie  Bu- 
ell; William  H.,  deceased;  and  George  Or- 
lando. The  second  marriage  of  Mir.  St  am 
nard  was  to  Lucyette  Norton,  of  Guilford,  who 
died  in  1897.  Sarah,  the  daughter  of  this 
union,  born  September  30,  1849,  married  Will- 
iam A.  Jones,  and  died  January  30,  1891. 

George  Orlando  Stannard  was  born  in  the 
Horse  Hill  District  of  Westbrook  November 
27,  1845,  and  his  educational  opportunities 
were  limited  to  those  afforded  by  the  district 
schools.  For  a number  of  years  after  his  fa- 
ther's death,  Mr.  Stannard  remained  to  man- 
age the  home  farm,  caring  dutifully  for  his 
stepmother,  who  upon  his  marriage  went  to  re- 
side in  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Jones. 
In  1872  our  subject  purchased  his  present  farm 
from  Charles  Smith,  the  residence  upon  the 
place  being  formerly  the  Methodist  parsonage. 
Since  he  has  resided  upon  this  place  Mr.  Stan- 
nard has  engaged  extensively  in  general  farm- 
ing, adding  gradually  to  his  farm,  which  now 
consists  of  forty-six  acres,  most  of  which  was 
originally  woodland,  which  he  has  cleared, 
selling  the  wood  for  fire  wood. 

Mr.  Stannard  was  married  December  31, 
1867,  to  Frances  J.  Tyler,  who  was  born  in 
Deep  River,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Harriet 
E.  (Hill)  Tyler,  of  Westbrook,  and  with  her 
parents  moved  to  Aurora,  111.,  where  they  re- 
sided for  some  time,  later  removing  to  West- 
brook, in  which  place  her  father  died.  The 
mother  lived  in  our  subject’s  home  until  her 
death.  May  14,  1901.  Children,  as  follows, 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stannard: 
Ella,  who  married  George  Dunn,  of  New  Brit- 
ain, and  lives  in  New  York ; and  Carrie  and 
Grace,  both  deceased.  Politically  Mr.  Stan- 
nard is  a Democrat ; he  has  been  an  efficient 
member  of  the  board  of  relief  for  the  past  four 


years,  a member  of  the  school  board,  and  has 
been  a grand  juror,  and  also  auditor  of  the 
town.  The  religious  connection  of  the  family 
is  with  the  Congregational  Church,  in  Clinton, 
where  they  are  highly  esteemed. 

HON.  CHESTER  H.  CLARK,  a highly 
respected  farmer  of  the  town  of  Durham.  Mid- 
dlesex county,  is  a descendant  of  William 
Clark,  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Had- 
dam,  in  the  same  county. 

Ebenezer  Clark,  his  grandfather,  w as  born 
in  Haddam,  was  a farmer  all  his  life,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  ninety-five  years,  the  father  of 
ten  children,  among  whom  Ebenezer  Clark, 
the  father  of  Chester  H.,  was  one  of  the  early 
born. 

Ebenezer  Clark,  the  younger,  was  also  a na- 
tive of  Haddam,  born  in  1812,  came  to  Dur- 
ham a young  man,  and  there  married.  He 
erected  his  dwelling  a short  distance  east  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  there  he  resided  a few 
years,  then  removing  to  an  excellent  farm  three 
and  one-half  miles  east  of  Durham  Center. 
For  those  days  he  was  extensively  engaged  in 
agriculture,  and  became  fairly  well-to-do.  He 
married  Elmira  Olive  Harvey,  daughter  of 
Elisha  and  Lucy  (Thomas)  Harvey,  and  to 
their  marriage  wrere  born  ten  children,  viz. : 
Arabella,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Sydney 
Ol in,  of  Hartford;  one  son  died  in  infancy; 
Dallas,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  vears.  enlisted  in 
the  Twelfth  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  was  killed  in  New  Orleans,  La. ; Olive 
came  to  her  death  by  burning,  at  the  age  of 
three  years,  during  the  temporary  absence  of 
her  mother:  Cynthia  was  first  married  to 
George  Olin,  and  later  to  Richard  Woodward, 
who  is  also  deceased,  she  having  her  home  in 
North  Oxford,  Mass. ; Chester  II.  is  mentioned 
below:  Elmira  Olive  is  the  wife  of  William 
Shumwav,  of  Berlin,  Conn.:  an  infant  died  un- 
named: Elisha  II.  married  Hetty  Payne,  and  is 
living  in  Berlin,  Conn. ; Gertrude,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  Cyrus  Turner,  and  lived  in 
Shelton,  Connecticut. 

Ebenezer  Clark,  the  father  of  this  family, 
was  a Democrat,  but  never  bail  any  political 
ambitions,  lie  was  no  church  memlier.  but 
bad  strict  regard  for  the  Sabbath,  which  be 
insisted  on  his  family  observing,  lie  died  in 
February.  1850,  having  broken  a leg  in  a fall, 
which  injury  was  followed  by  fatal  complica- 
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tions.  His  widow  survived  until  1884,  and 
died  in  Willimantic,  where  she  was  making  her 
home  with  her  daughter  Gertrude. 

Chester  H.  Clark  was  born  June  16,  1850, 
in  the  east  part  of  the  town  of  Durham,  and  re- 
ceived but  a limited  education,  the  district 
school  being  three  and  one-half  miles  from,  his 
home.  He  was  but  nine  years  of  age  when  his 
father  died.  It  is  true  that  he  had  a guardian, 
with  whom  he  lived  for  seven  years,  but  he  was 
deprived  of  further  school  advantages  and  re- 
stricted to  hard  work.  He  had  been  promised 
$10  per  month,  clothing  and  schooling,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  was  given  a new  suit, 
his  clothing  meantime  being  the  discarded  gar- 
ments of  a relative  of  his  guardian.  At  the 
same  time  he  was  given  a $1  bill  for  his  serv- 
ice of  seven  years.  On  parting  with  his  guar- 
dian M*r.  Clark  hired  out  as  a farm  hand  to 
Henry  Page,  of  Durham.  During  his  first 
year  with  this  gentleman  he  received  $13  per 
month  in  the  summer,  but  in  the  winter  of  that 
year  he  worked  for  his  board,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  attending  school,  in  which  the  pupils 
were  all  younger  than  himself.  He  worked  five 
years  with  Mr.  Page,  and,  as  he  was  indus- 
trious and  faithful,  received  good  wages. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Clark  felt  that  a wife 
was  necessary  for  his  happiness,  and  he  mar- 
ried, January  22,  1873,  Miss  Ella  C.  Camp,  a 
native  of  Durham,  daughter  of  T.  Dwight  and 
Mary  (Page)  Camp,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a farmer  in  the  town  of  Durham,  where  the  lat- 
ter still  resides.  For  several  years  Mr.  Clark 
made  his  home  with  his  wife’s  parents,  and 
did  all  kinds  of  farm  work  in  the  vicinity  and 
a great  deal  of  carpenter  work,  as  he  was  very 
handy  with  tools.  He  was  extremely  industri- 
ous, saved  his  earnings  as  far  as  possible,  and 
with  these,  in  1876,  was  able  to  purchase  his 
present  farm  of  fifty  acres,  for  which  he  paid 
cash.  He  at  once  began  making  improvements 
on  the  place,  and  in  1878  erected  his  present 
dwelling,  adding  barns  and  all  other  necessary 
outbuildings  Horn  time  to  time.  He  is  at  pres- 
ent engaged  iri  general  farming  and  fruit  grow- 
ing, and  also  does  some  joiner’s  work,  besides 
considerable  grafting,  trimming  and  pruning 
in  the  neighborhood,  being  an  expert  arbor- 
culturist  and  fruit  grower.  He  is  also  a suc- 
cessful bee-keeper,  having  between  twenty  and 
thirty  hives,  and  has  acquired  his  wide  knowl- 
edge of  this  work  by  experience,  not  from 
books. 


Tbe  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  has 
been  blessed  with  four  children,  namely : Wil- 
bur I.,  born  February  17,  1874,  married  Chris- 
tiana Clark,  and  is  a farmer  in  Durham;  Ar- 
thur J.  was  born  September  7,  1879  > Elizabeth 
M.,  March  29,  1882;  and  Henry  B.,  July  21, 
1885. 

Mr.  Clark  is  a stalwart  Democrat,  and 
served  in  the  State  Fegislature  in  1893  with 
Daniel  C.  Southmayd  as  his  colleague.  He  is 
a devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Durham,  in  which  he  is  a trustee  and  stew- 
ard, and  is  one  of  the  most  esteemed  and  high- 
ly respected  self-made  men  in  Durham  town, 
in  which  esteem  and  respect  his  family  share 
equally. 

1 

F.  C.  WHITNEY  is  a name  inseparably 
connected  with  the  history  of  the  introduction 
and  development  of  electric  lighting  in  Con- 
necticut. Mr.  Whitney  having  been  one  of  the 
managers  of  a pioneer  company  organized  for 
that  purpose.  Since  1884  he  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  concerns  of  that  charac- 
ter, and  has  won  an  extensive  as  well  as  an 
enviable  and  permanent  reputation  throughout 
the  State,  as  an  electrician  of  thorough  theo- 
retical knowledge  and  of  trained  skill. 

Mr.  Whitney  was  born  September  12. 
1853,  at  South  Meriden,  son  of  W.  M.  and 
Charlotte  (York)  Whitney.  Both  parents, 
were  born  in  Maine,  and  both  descended  from 
that  sturdy  pioneer  stock  to  whom  the  over- 
coming of  obstacles  was  a pastime,  and  who 
have  left  upon  the  Pine  Tree  State  the  envia- 
ble impress  of  their  personality.  His  father’s 
birthplace  was  Saccarappa.  Pie  removed  from 
Maine  to  Connecticut,  settling  at  Meriden, 
where  he  found  employment  with  the  Meriden 
Cutlery  Company,  as  a contractor.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  yet  living,  at  South  Meriden, 
at  the  age  of  nearly  four  score  years. 

As  a boy  F.  C.  Whitney  received  average 
educational  advantages.  His  natural  bent  was 
toward  mechanical  pursuits,  and  in  his  seven- 
teenth year  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a ma- 
chinist and  tool  maker,  in  the  shops  of  the 
New  Haven  Manufacturing  Company,  prefer- 
ring this  pursuit  to  the  course  in  a business  col- 
lege which  his  father  offered  him  as  an  alterna- 
tive. For  a year  he  worked  in  the  Parker 
Brothers  gun  factory,  at  Meriden,  and  by  the 
close  of  his  service  there  had  mastered  his 
trade.  He  went  to  work  as  a jorneyman  in  the 
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shops  of  Pratt  & Whitney,  in  Hartford,  where 
he  remained  two  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
entering  the  employ  of  Andrews,  Ferre  & 
Clark,  of  New  Britain,  and  later  connecting 
himself,  as  a workman,  with  the  P.  & F.  Cor- 
bin Company.  His  first  practical  experience 
as  an  electrician  was  obtained  in  the  employ  of 
the  New  Britain  Electric  Light  Company,  at 
a time  when  the  system  of  electric  lighting  was 
yet,  metaphorically  speaking,  “in  its  swaddling 
clothes,”  it  being  found  necessary  to  give  free 
public  exhibitions  to  exploit  the  theory  and 
arouse  interest.  The  project  was  regarded  as 
hypothetical  and  problematical,  if  not  positive- 
ly chimercial,  and  the  exhibition  of  an  arc 
light  was  a drawing  card  for  a traveling  cir- 
cus. Finally,  however,  the  New  Britain  plant 
was  erected  and  placed  in  operation,  Mr.  Whit- 
ney acting  in  the  three-fold  capacity  of  engi- 
neer, superintendent  and  general  utility  man. 
It  did  not  require  any  great  lapse  of  time  for 
one  of  his  innate  intelligence,  quick  perception 
and  ready  adaptability  to  master  every  detail 
of  the  work.  He  was  made,  successively,  gen- 
eral manager,  secretary  and  acting  treasurer. 
He  remained  with  the  New  Britain  Company 
in  this  capacity  until  1894,  when  he  accepted  an 
offer  from  the  Royal  Arc  Company,  of  New 
York,  or,  to  speak  more  correctly,  from  its 
Connecticut  branch.  He  remained  with  that 
concern,  however,  for  only  four  months,  be- 
ing then  appointed  receiver  of  the  Norwalk 
Electric  Light  Company,  in  which  capacity  he 
assumed  absolute  control  and  management  of 
the  plant.  Here,  for  the  first  time,  he  had  a 
really  fair  opportunity  to  demonstrate  his  thor- 
ough equipment — mechanical,  scientific  and 
commercial.  With  such  signal  ability  did  he 
discharge  his  onerous  duties  that  his  reputation 
was  at  once  established.  In  1885  the  Middle- 
town  Electric  Company  requested  him  to  enter 
its  service.  For  a time  lie  was  able  to  devote 
only  a part  of  his  time  to  the  company's  work, 
but  in  1896  became  its  general  manager,  lie 
still  retains  that  arduous  and  responsible  posi- 
tion, discharging  its  grave  duties  with  an  abil- 
itv  and  fidelity  which  have  commended  him 
alike  to  (he  corporation's  stockholders  and  to 
the  general  public. 

Mrs.  Whitney’s  maiden  name  was  Ellen  \ . 
Goodwin.  I ler  birthplace  was  Millbury,  Mass  , 
where  her  parents,  Charles  and  Julia  I Hitch 
cock)  Goodwin,  were  married.  W bile  ''he 
was  a child  they  moved  to  New  Britain,  t nun., 


where  she  was  educated  and  grew  to  woman- 
hood, and  where  her  father  and  mother  are  pass- 
ing their  declining  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Whitney  have  come  two  children,  Estella  N. 
and  William  L.,  the  latter  a student  at  Pratt's 
Institute,  Brooklyn.  The  daughter  is  a grad- 
uate of  the  New  Britain  Normal  School. 

Mr.  Whitney  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  being  affiliated  with  Harmony  and 
Hancock  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  New  Brit- 
ain and  South  Meriden,  respectively;  with  the 
Giddings  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  of  New  Britain; 
and  Washington  Commandery,  K.  T.,  of  Hart- 
ford. He  is  a citizen  of  broad,  public  spirit, 
progressive  in  his  views  and  held  in  high  es- 
teem. 

JOHN  BRANSFIELD,  who  conducts  a 
general  store  in  Portland,  where,  in  a quarter 
of  a century,  he  has  gradually  risen  from  a 
poor  boy  to  wealth  and  influence,  is  an  import- 
ant factor  in  the  business  of  that  town  and  in 
the  public  affairs  of  Middlesex  county. 

Mr.  Bransfield  was  born  March  17,  1850, 
in  Portland,  Conn.,  a son  of  William  and  Mar- 
garet (Lee)  Bransfield.  natives  of  County 
Cork,  Ireland,  who  had  come  some  years  before 
to  this  locality.  Both  parents  are  deceased, 
the  father  dying  when  our  subject  was  but 
eight  years  old.  Of  the  children,  other  than 
our  subject,  all  are  deceased  except  Mary,  who 
lives  with  her  brother.  Under  these  hard  con- 
ditions Mr.  Bransfield’s  educational  facilities 
were  meager.  W hen  small  he  went  to  make 
his  home  at  Long  Hill,  with  Mrs.  Mary  Daly, 
and  worked  at  farm  labor  wherever  he  could 
find  it,  at  one  time  being  in  the  employ  of  Eb- 
enezer  G.  Hubbard,  leaving  him  to  learn  the 
blacksmith  trade  with  Jeremiah  Flynn,  lie 
served  his  apprenticeship,  as  per  agreement, 
but,  not  liking  the  business,  did  not  continue  in 
that  calling. 

When  he  had  managed  by  the  closest  econ- 
omy to  accumulate  a small  capital  Mr.  Brans- 
field  became  a member  of  the  firm  of  Condon 
& Bransfield,  in  the  mercantile  line,  and  this 
partnership  continued  two  years.  Following 
the  dissolution  of  that  connection,  he  opened 
np  a business  by  himself,  and  through  a thor- 
ough comprehension  of  all  details,  a |>erscvcr- 
ing  industry  and  business  ability,  he  has  devel- 
oped  it  to  its  present  large  proportions.  Mr. 
Bransfield  has  been  a go«xl  manager  and  finan- 
cier. as  is  evidenced  in  the  great  real  estate 


87  8 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


holdings  now  in  his  name,  these  including 
more  than  forty  tenements,  aside  from  a large 
amount  of  unimproved  real  estate.  For  busi- 
ness purposes  Mr.  Bransfield  uses  a large  tract 
of  land  on  both  sides  of  Air  Line  avenue,  on 
the  east  side  of  Main  street.  The  latter  prop- 
erty came  into  his  possession  in  1877,  by  pur- 
chase from  St.  Mary’s  Church  corporation. 
The  building  occupied  by  Mr.  Bransfield  was 
once  one  of  the  largest  and  the  best-known 
hotels  in  Middlesex  county.  So-  many  changes' 
and  additions  have  been  made  to-  accommodate 
the  rapidly  increasing  business,  that  the 
structure  bears  little  resemblance  to-  the  noted 
hostelry  of  other  days.  This  building  is  now 
used  as  a general  store,  where  a large  stock  of 
groceries,  paints,  oils,  farming  implements, 
flour,  meal,  feed,  baled  hay,  straw,  etc.,  is  car- 
ried. In  addition  to  the  main  building  he  has 
in  constant  use  a number  of  storage  buildings, 
where  are  kept  fertilizers,  farming  utensils  of 
all  kinds,  and  other  commodities  in  which  he 
deals.  On  the  south  side  of  Air  Line  avenue 
are  situated  his  large  coal  and  wood  yards,  the 
latter  being  equipped  wlith  steam  power  for 
sawing  and  splitting  wood  for  family  use.  The 
coal  sheds  have  large  storage  capacity,  all  kinds 
being  kept  in  large  quantity. 

A stanch  Democrat  in  his  political  views, 
Mr.  Bransfield  has  been  active  and  influential 
in  and  for  the  party  for  many  years,  and  was 
the  efficient  chairman  of  his  town  committee 
for  seventeen  years,  refusing  at  the  end  of  this 
period  to-  serve  longer.  His  business  career 
has  been  an  honorable  one  and  he  has  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 

In  1871  Mr.  Bransfield  was  married  to 
Catherine  Butler,  a native  of  Ireland,  a most  es- 
timable lady.  The  children  born  of  this  union 
were:  Margaret  J. ; Julia  ML,  a clerk  of  the 

Portland  postoffice ; Mary  E.,  a teacher  in  the 
Portland  schools;  William,  deceased;  Nellie 
G. ; Jeremiah;  Elizabeth  P. ; John  W. ; Joseph 
P. ; Cecelia ; and  Clement.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bransfield  were  reared  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
communion,  and  they  have  brought  up  their 
excellent  family  in  the  same  faith.  Mr.  Brans- 
field has  served  on  the  board  of  relief,  is  a di- 
rector of  the  Buck  Library,  and  a member  of 
the  town  school  board.  Socially  he  is  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  A.  O.  H.,  and  is  county 
president  of  that  order,  as  well  as  treasurer  of 
the  local  division ; and  he  is  one  of  the  lead- 


ing members  and  treasurer  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus. 

As  a keen,  shrewd  business  man,  Mr.Brans- 
field  has  done  much  for  his  town,  while  justly 
advancing  his  own  interests,  several  times  con- 
verting what  has  seemed  worthless  tracts  into 
paying  properties,  able  to-  sustain  increased 
taxation,  and  of  benefit  to-  the  town.  As  an 
example  of  a self-made  man,  he  presents  a most 
worthy  example  to-  the  young,  and  his  career 
offers  itself  as  one  worthy  of  emulation. 

ROSCOE  C.  DOANE  is  a successful 
farmer,  a descendant  of  an  old  and  numerous 
family  of  southern  Connecticut  and  of  southern 
Massachusetts. 

Prince  Doane,  the  first  of  the  name  to  come 
to  America,  settled  at  Eastham,  Cape  Cod, 
Mass.,  where  he  lived  and  died.  He  brought 
his  wife  with  him  from  England.  His  son 
Prince  was  born  in  Cape  Cod,  and  located  at 
Saybrook,  Conn.,  soon  after  1734.  He  had 
quite  a large  family : Prince,  Ruth,  Phebe, 

Abigail,  Mary  (all  born  in  Eastham),  Elkanah, 
Israel  and  James  (born  in  Saybrook). 

Israel  Doane  was  bo-rn  January  21,  1739, 
and  married  Priscilla  Shipman,  a native  of 
Saybrook.  He  died  August  30,  1829,  his  wife 
December  11,  1833.  He  was  a farmer  and 
ship  carpenter,  and  resided  in  Saybrook  (now 
Essex),  being  employed  in  the  shipyards  near 
his  house.  He  built  the  ho-use  still  standing, - 
in  the  Meadow  Woods  District,  this  mansion 
being  now  145  years  old.  He-  was  a member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church.  His  children  were  : ( 1 ) 
Deborah,  born  April  16,  1764,  married 
Ebenezer  Williams,  and  died  March  29, 
1835.  He  was  a sea  captain,  and  lived 
in  Essex.  (2)  Priscilla,  -born  January  21, 
1766,  died  April  10,  1836.  She  married 

George  Williams,  a seafaring  man,  and  lived 
in  Essex.  (3)  Israel,  Jr.,  boirn  October 

20.  1767,  married  Irene  Williams,  and  died 
December  17,  1842.  He  was  a sea  captain  in 
his  early  years,  lived  in  Essex  for  a time  and 
later  moved  to  Genesee.  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  as  a 
farmer  and  mill  owner.  (4)  Ruth,  born  March 
1,  1771,  married  John  Ward,  a sea  captain, 
lived  in  Essex  for  a time,  and  died  November 
8,  1842,  in  Bristol,  Conn.,  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter.  (5)  Anne,  born  October  3,  1773, 
died  February  1.  1836.  She  became  the  wife 
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of  Abner  Williams,  a boss  ship  carpenter,  and 
they  resided  in  Essex.  (6)  Justus,  born  June 
17,  1776,  was  a farmer  in  Essex,  where  he 
died  March  5,  1855.  For  his  first  wife  he  mar- 
ried Phillippa  Read,  and  they  were  the  parents 
| of  Capt.  Cornelius  R.  Doane,  who  is  mentioned 
elsewhere.  His  second  wife  was  Laurana 
Champlain.  (7)  Mary  L.,  born  April  12, 
1779,  died  December  30,  1843,  unmarried. 
(8)  Dan,  horn  October  8,  1782,  was  the  grand- 
father of  Roscoe  C. 

Dan  Doane  was  horn  in  the  homestead  be- 
fore mentioned,  and  passed  all  his  life  there. 
In  early  life  he  followed  the  trade  of  cooper,  in 
company  with  his  brother  Justus,  establishing 
a large  shop  near  their  home,  and  in  addition 
to  general  coopering  they  turned  out  hoops 
and  other  fittings  for  the  vessels  made  in  the 
neighboring  shipyards.  They  also  made  many 
fish  barrels,  for  the  shad  fishermen.  Later 
' Dan  Doane  devoted  his  time  to  farming,  which 
■ occupied  all  the  later  years  of  his  life,  his  death 
occurring  June  6,  1849.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  a member  of 
the  local  militia.  On  September  25,  1813,  he 
married  Ruth  Clark,  who  was  born  December 
15,  1789,  in  Essex,  a daughter  of  George  and 
Ruth  (Doane)  Clark.  Mrs.  Doane  passed 
away  November  22,  1840,  the  mother  of  chil- 
dren as  follows:  (1)  Cynthia,  born  June  1, 

1815,  not  married,  is  still  living  at  the  home- 
| stead  in  Essex.  (2)  David  C.,  born  January 
25,  1817,  is  still  living  in  Essex.  He  was  a 
stonemason  by  occupation.  For  his  first  wife 
he  married  Sarah  Cogswell,  and  his  second  was 
Louisa  Dibble.  (3)  Justus,  born  May  13. 
I.  1819,  married  Viletta  Tiffany,  and  died  Au- 
gust 7,  1891.  He  wras  a farmer  and  mason, 
j and  lived  in  Essex.  (4)  Cornelius  D.  is  men- 
tioned below.  (5)  Damaris  A.,  born  March 
9,  1823.  in  unmarried,  and  is  living  on  the 
homestead  in  Essex.  (6)  Jared,  born  April 
9,  1825,  is  a farmer  in  Essex.  lie  married 
Mary  Williams.  (7)  Ruth  P.,  born  March  1. 
1827,  is  unmarried,  and  resides  on  the  old 
homestead.  (8)  Abigail  S.,  born  March  31. 
1829,  died  August  27,  1897.  She  was  the  wife 
of  Henry  J.  M'cigs,  a farmer  of  Madison, 
Conn.  (9)  William,  born  February  7.  1835, 
has  never  married,  and  is  engaged  in  farming 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Essex. 

Cornelius  I).  Doane  was  born  March  2f>. 
1821,  in  the  Meadow  Woods  District  of  l\s 


sex,  and  attended  the  district  schools  up  to  the 
age  of  about  eighteen,  after  which  he  assisted 
upon  the  farm  until  his  marriage,  when  he  left 
the  home  place  and  rented  a tract  of  land  for 
about  a year,  then  purchasing  the  estate  upon 
which  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  erected 
the  residence  thereon  in  1856.  His  time  was 
given  to  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  in 
which  he  met  with  substantial  success.  The 
place  was  originally  v purchased  from  Justus 
Williams  by  David  and  Justus  Doane,  brothers 
of  Cornelius;  the  latter  purchased  David's  in- 
terest. he  and  Justus  dividing  the  farm  at  a 
later  date.  Mr.  Doane  died  March  14,  1895, 
after  a short  illness,  though  for  many  years  he 
wras  in  poor  health.  Hie  was  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, but  did  not  care  for  office,  preferring  to 
lead  a quiet  life.  However,  he  served  on  the 
school  board.  He  was  a vestryman  of  St. 
John's  Episcopal  Church,  and  lived  a worthy 
life,  and  his  death  was  lamented  by  many 
friends. 

On  August  13,  1854.  Mr.  Doane  married 
Charlotte  M.  Northam.  born  August  5,  1832. 
in  Colchester,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Robert  C. 
and  Nancy  (Emmons)  Northam,  the  former 
a prominent  lumber  dealer  in  that  town  and  a 
brother  of  the  late  C.  II.  Northam,  one  of  the 
best  citizens  of  Hartford,  in  honor  of  w hom  the 
steamer  “C.  H.  Northam ” was  named.  Mrs. 
Doane  was,  in  her  earlier  years,  a school  teach- 
er, teaching  in  the  Iron  Works  District  of 
Westchester,  Conn.,  for  three  years,  also  at 
South  Manchester,  Tolland,  East  Hampton, 
and  in  the  Meadow  Woods  District  ( for  one 
year).  (1)  Roscoe  C.  Doane  was  the  eldest 
child  of  his  parents.  (2)  Robert  C..  born  No- 
vember 2,  1859,  is  a teamster,  and  lives  in  Ccn- 
terbrook.  On  April  22,  1884,  he  married 
Madeline  Miner,  and  they  have  had  three  chil- 
dren. of  whom  Iva  J.  was  Ixiro  January  30, 
1887;  Errol  C.  was  lx>rn  July  15.  1890.  (3) 

Ann  E.,  born  December  if>,  1801,  was  married 
April  26,  1887,  to  George  11.  Meigs,  and  re 
sides  in  New  Haven.  The}  have  no  children. 

Roscoe  Cornelius  Doane  was  l*>rn  Septem- 
ber 19,  1857,  in  t lie  Meadow  Woods  District 
of  Essex  where  he  attended  the  district  school, 
living  at  home  until  his  marriage,  during  which 
time  he  was  employed  on  the  farm,  also  doing 
teaming  with  a team  which  lie  owned.  In  com- 
pany with  his  father  he  purchased  of  William 
Bates  the  present  farm  which  he  tvcupics,  then 
known  as  the  George  Chapman  ta-m,  a tract 


88o 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


of  fifty-six  acres,  our  subject  paying  a part  of 
the  price  with  his  savings,  and  later  purchasing 
the  remaining  interest.  To  the  original  tract 
he  has  added  land  until  now  he  owns  about  140 
acres  located  in  the  town  of  Savbrook,  near 
the  Essex  line,  where  he  carries  on  general 
farming  and  teaming,  also  devoting  consider- 
able attention  to  cattle  raising,  owning  some 
fine  Devon  stock  and  being  one  of  the  largest 
stock  owners  of  the  town.  A fine  growth  of 
timber  permits  him  to  reap  a good  income  from 
the  sale  of  fire  wood  throughout  Deep  River 
and  Essex. 

On  April  3,  1884  Mr.  Doane  married  Mary 
E.  Brockway,  who  was  born  November  30, 
1866,  in  Essex,  daughter  of  Alexis  and  Mary 
Jane  (Saunders)  Brockway,  and  to  this  union 
have  been  born:  Louise  Northam,  July  31, 

1885;  Charles  Northam,  March  9,  1888; 

and  Mary  Charlotte,  July  22,  1899.  Mrs. 
Doane  is  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Essex.  In  politics  Mr.  Doane  is  a 
Democrat,  being  satisfied,  however,  to  cast  his 
vote  and  permit  others  the  trials  of  office.  He 
has  been  an  industrious  and  successful  farmer, 
and  is  everywhere  esteemed  as  an  excellent 
citizen. 

DANIEL  W.  GROSVENOR  is  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  town  of  Westbrook, 
Middlesex  county,  where  he  is  well  known  and 
highly  respected. 

Abel  Grosvenor,  his  grandfather,  was  one 
of  those  gardeners  and  landscape  artists  who 
have  made  of  England  the  beautiful  garden  it 
is,  admired  by  the  world.  In  his  native  town 
of  Dudley  the  father  of  our  subject,  Joseph 
Grosvenor,  was  also  born,  in  1817.  His  trade 
was  that  of  whitesmith,  at  which  he  worked 
until  he  had  a wife  and  five  children.  The 
growing  needs  of  his  family  troubled  Mr. 
Grosvenor,  and,  anxious  to  secure  better  op- 
portunities for  them,  he  listened  to  the  tales  of 
the  great  country  beyond  the  sea,  finally  decid- 
ing to  cross  the  water  and  investigate  for  him- 
self. His  savings  were  enough  for  passage 
money,  and  after  a long  voyage  from  Liverpool 
he  landed  in  New  York,  with  a few  dollars  yet 
in  his  pocket.  Being  an  excellent  workman, 
Mr.  Grosvenor  was  soon  able  to  secure  remu- 
nerative work,  entering  the  employ  of  John 
Stevenson,  of  New  York,  who  had  a contract 
for  the  making  of  all  the  army  wagons  used  by 
the  government  in  the  Mexican  war  ; Mr.  Gros- 


venor made  all  the  nails  used  in  their  construc- 
tion. For  seven  years  he  labored  faithfully  I 
in  New  York,  going  from  there  to-  Guilford, 
Conn.,  to  engage  in  whitesmithing  (polishing)  I 
in  the  factory  of  the  Guilford  Manufacturing- 
Company.  But  soon  afterward  this  company 
failed,  and  Mr.  Grosvenor  lost  not  only  his 
position,  but  also  his  wages,  this  being  a heavy 
burden  to  a poor  man.  Soon  after  he  secured 
employment  in  the  lock  shop  at  Guilford,  and 
remained  there  until  the  firm  went  out  of  busi- 
ness. Establishing  then  a small  shop  in  Guil-  , 
ford,  he  worked  as  a smith  and  maker  of  horse 
nails  for  a number  of  years ; he  was  an  expert 
in  that  line  of  work,  being  considered  one  of  j 
the  best  workmen  in  the  country.  Mr.  Gros- 
venor then  retired  to  the  small  farm  in  Guil- 
ford, where  he  now  resides,  in  comfort,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three.  He  reared  a large  fam- 
ily, and  accumulated  a competency,  by  his  own 
efforts  succeeding  in  making  his  children  com- 
fortable until  they  could  care  for  themselves. 

A stanch  Republican  since  his  location  in 
America,  he  upholds  the  laws  of  the  country 
in  which  he  lives,  and  in  religion  is  one  of  the 
valued  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  f 
Guilford.  He  was  married  in  Dudley,  Eng-  i 
land,  to-  Ann  Oakley,  a native  of  the  same  place. 
After  her  husband  left  -to  provide  a home  for  ; 
the  family  in  America,  Mrs.  Grosvenor  worked  | 
hard  to  care  for  the  children,  displaying  a noble 
character,  which  causes  her  now  to  be  beloved  j 
not  only  by  her  relatives,  but  by  neighbors  and  | 
friends  in  the  home  at  Guilford.  In  1844,  a 1 
little  over  a year  after  her  husband's  voyage,  j 
Mrs.  Grosvenor  came  with  the  children  to  the 
United  States.  The  family  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Grosvenor  consisted  of:  (1)  Hannah, 

who  married  Philo  M.  Blatchley,  lives  at  East 
River,  in  Guilford.  (2)  Daniel  W.  is  our  sub-  \ 
ject.  (3)  Samuel  taught  school  for  a time  at  j 
various  points  in  Connecticut.  He  enlisted 
during  the  Civil  war  in  Company  B,  Sixteenth  ; 
Connecticut  Volunteers,  fought  with  his  regi- 
ment in  many  engagements,  and  was  made  ser- 
geant. Tie  was  captured  at  the  battle  of  Plym- 
outh, N.  C.,  taken  to  Andersonville  for  sev- 
eral wretched  months,  and  later  to.  Libby  for 
ten  months ; while  at  the  former  place  he  was 
one  of  the  one  hundred  sergeants  whose  duty 
it  was  to  collect  and  deliver  rations.  This 
brave  man  met  his  death  on  the  Potomac  river,  ; 
in  a collision  between  the  transport  “Massachu-  l 
setts"  (on  which  he  was  going  to  join  his  regi-  I 
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ment)  and  the  “Black  Diamond,”  being-  one  of 
the  sixty  whose  lives  ended  at  that  time.  (4) 
Joseph,  who  also  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Six- 
teenth Connecticut  Volunteers,  was  killed  on 
his  twentieth  birthday,  in  the  fight  at  Antietam, 
and  his  body  was  buried  where  his  brave  life 
went  out.  ( 5 ) Mary,  who  married  Capt. 
Lewis  E.  Evarts,  lived  and  died  in  Guilford. 
(6)  William  died  in  infancy.  (7)  Rebecca, 
Who  married  George  O.  Bradley,  lives  in  New 
Haven.  (8)  Ann,  who  married  Charles  Par- 
malee,  resides  in  Guilford.  (9)  Emily,  who 
married  Abner  Le  Baron,  died  in  Guilford. 

( 10)  Simeon  married,  and  died  in  Fair  Haven. 

(11)  John  W.  married  Abby  Tripp  Clark,  and 
lives  in  Guilford. 

Daniel  W.  Grosvenor  was  born  January  16, 
1839,  and  came  to  the  United  States  with  his 
mother  when  five  years  old,  in  company  with 
the  rest  of  the  family,  making  the  trip  in  the 
sailing  vessel  “St.  George,”  from  Liverpool, 
and  after  a tempestuous  voyage  of  forty  days, 
during  which  time  they  encountered  icebergs, 
landing  in  New  York  where  they  were  met  by 
the  beloved  husband  and  father.  In  that  city 
Daniel  attended  school  until  he  was  ten  years 
old,  and  then  began  to  assist  in  the  support  of 
the  family,  working  during  the  day,  and  at- 
tending school  in  the  evening.  After  the  re- 
moval to  Guilford  he  attended  the  district 
school  for  six  weeks,  one-half  day  sessions, 
this  completing  his  education  so  far  as  school 
opportunities  were  concerned:  but  his  desire 
for  books  and  general  reading  was  so  great 
that  he  eagerly  embraced  every  chance  to  sat- 
isfy it,  and  as  a result  he  possesses  a great  fund 
of  information,  being  one  of  the  best  informed 
men  in  his  locality. 

The  work  to  which  the  little  lad  of  ten  was 
first  put  was  that  of  cleaning  holts,  in  the  box 
Bolt  Works  of  New  York,  and  lie  continued  at 
same  until  he  went  with  his  parents  to  (mil- 
ford,  where  he  immediately  found  work  with 
the  Guilford  Manufacturing  t ompany.  I here 
lie  remained  until  it  closed,  going  then  to  the 
lock  factory,  where  he  was  engaged  at  japan 
ning  locks.  Later  he  entered  the  machine  shop 
of  Bull  & Bishop,  and  still  later  the  bit  shop 
owned  by  Daniel  I lubbard,  thence  going  t"  the 
foundry  of  Oliver  Fowler.  which  later  became 
the  property  of  I.  S.  Spencer  N Sons.  Ml  this 
time  Mr.  Grosvenor  was  becoming  acquainted 
with  different  lines  of  work,  and  entered  the 
sash  and  blind  factor)  of  Samuel  ( hittcndcn, 
60 


at  East  River,  to  learn  that  branch,  being  by 
that  time  a good  machinist.  Wishing  to  be- 
come a blacksmith,  he  then  went  to  Fair  Haven 
and  entered  the  employ  of  Ambrose  Clark,  re- 
ceiving as  wages  S35  and  board  for  the  first 
year,  and  an  increase  of  S5  for  the  next.  Dur- 
ing the  same  time  he  acted  as  janitor  of  the 
East  Pearl  Street  M.  E.  Church,  at  Fair 
Haven,  for  which  he  .received  $50  per  annum. 
After  two  years  he  had  as  assets  good  clothes 
and  his  trade,  had  given  his  father  $40.  and  had 
the  consciousness  that  all  this  time  he  had  done 
his  share  to  assist  in  providing  for  the  wants 
of  the  younger  brothers  and  sisters. 

Just  at  this  time  opened  the  Civil  war.  and 
as  Mr.  Grosvenor  was  a fine  musician,  being  a 
member  of  the  bands  of  Fair  Haven  and  Guil- 
ford. he  enlisted  in  that  capacity,  and  was  as- 
signed to  the  First  New  York  Regiment,  with 
which  he  served  a few  weeks,  in  eastern  \ ir- 
ginia,  playing  the  B flat  trombone.  He  was 
taken  seriously  ill.  with  an  acute  attack,  and 
was  sent  home  that  he  might  die  among  his 
friends.  For  a year  he  was  ill.  but  he  grad- 
ually regained  his  health,  and  finally  was  able 
to  continue  in  the  shop,  although  he  has  never 
entirely  recovered  the  robustness  of  youth. 

In  1873  Mr.  Grosvenor  left  Guilford  and 
repaired  to  Fair  Haven,  where  he  purchased  a 
house,  rented  a shop  and  remained  until  1883. 
Here  he  acted  in  his  old  Capacity  of  janitor, 
led  the  church  choir  for  many  years,  and  was 
prominently  identified  with  Adclphi  Lodge,  F. 
R A.  M.,  of  that  town,  having  affiliated  with 
\ the  fraternity  in  St.  Alban’s  Lodge.  Guilford; 
he  was  also  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  I'.,  but 
has  dropped  that  connection.  In  1883,  at  the  re 
quest  of  his  wife,  he  came  to  Westbrook,  and 
built  his  present  shop,  where  lie  has  been  lnisilv 
! engaged  at  his  trade,  also  doing  all  kinds  >f 
j wood  work,  general  jobbing  and  carriage  re- 
pairing, making  a specialty  of  ice  tongs,  . »t 
which  he  makes  al h »ut  150  pairs  annuallv.  sup 
; plying  all  for  the  New  Haven  Ice  ( • mp  - 
For  a number  of  years  Mr.  Grosvenor  has  car- 
ried the  mail  between  the  dejx >t  and  Wext- 
I brook. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  was  married,  XovciiiIkt  i 
1804.  to  |osepliine  Amira  Pratt,  who  was  l*»rn 
\ugust  8.  1837,  in  Westbrook,  daughtei  >1 
Capt.  James  A.  and  Almira  f Rutland)  Pratt. 

1 and  died  Sept.  14.  1S93.  I wo  children 
lM»ru  to  this  union  as  follows:  Charles  A. 

who  married  Alice  Itushnell.  is  the  agent  a 
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the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hertford  Rail- 
way Company  at  Leete  Island;  James  P.,  who 
graduated  from  the  New  Haven  Business  Col- 
lege, is  now  cashier  of  the  Meriden  Cutlery 
Company,  and  quite  prominent  in  the  Congre- 
gational Church  in  Meriden.  The  second  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Grosvenor,  on  October  17,  1894, 
was  to  Martha  A.  Holliday,  daughter  of  Ed- 
ward M.  Holliday,  of  Westbrook. 

During  his  residence  in  Fair  Haven  Mr. 
Gro-svenor  became  a member  of  the  East 
Pearl  Street  Methodist  Church,  and  has  since 
transferred  to  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Westbrook,  where  he  is  the  efficient  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school ; he  also-  acts  as 
janitor.  As  an  active  Republican  Mr.  Gros- 
venor has  served  in  many  public  positions,  has 
been  tax  collector  (since  1891),  grand  juror, 
and  justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  a member  of 
Admiral  Foote  Post,  No-.  17,  of  New  Haven, 
the  largest  G.  A.  R.  post  in  Connecticut,  and  is 
past  commander  of  the  same;  was  the  organ- 
izer of  Chapman  Post,  No.  72,  of  Westbrook, 
is  commander  of  the  same,  and  has  been  its 
capable  adjutant  for  the  past  fifteen  years.  In 
1899  be  was  appointed  by  Department  Com- 
mander Henry  Jones,  of  New  Hartford,  to  the 
position  of  inspector  of  the  Department  of 
Connecticut  for  that  year,  and  his  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  that  position  was  marked  by  the 
completeness  which  characterizes  all  his  ac- 
tions. Among  his  acquaintances,  who  are  nu- 
merous, he  is  esteemed  in  the  highest  degree, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of 
Westbrook,  in  both  public  and  private  life. 

PETER  ANDERSON  is  one  of  the  oldest 
employes  in  point  of  service  in  the  large  green- 
house of  A.  N.  Pierson,  of  Cromwell,  Middle- 
sex county.  He  is  a son  of  Andrew  and  Anna 
( Hausen)  Anderson,  natives  of  Borlunda,  in 
the  southern  part  of  Sweden,  who-  had  chil- 
dren as  follows : Andrew,  who  died  when 
eighteen  years  old ; Peter ; Annie,  who  died 
when  four  years  old;  Annie  (2),  whoi  is  living 
in  Sweden ; and  Johanna,  who  is  living  in 
Sweden.  The  mother  died  in  1880,  and  the  fa- 
ther, who  was  a school  teacher  in  Germany, 
died  in  1899.  Both  were  buried  in  Borolunda. 

Peter  Anderson  was  born  October  9,  1859, 
in  Borlunda,  Sweden,  where  he  received  a pub- 
lic-school education.  After  leaving  school  he 
began  working  in  a greenhouse  in  Wrans, 
Gunnarstorp,  which  was  about  seven  miles 


from  his  home.  After  remaining  there  for  three 
years  he  was  engaged  in  a greenhouse  in  Lu- 
beck,  Germany,  for  three  years.  For  the  en- 
suing nine  years  he  was  in  S'wteden,  and  for 
two  years  was  foreman  in  a garden  at  Marshog. 
In  March,  1886,  lie  sailed  from  Copenhagen, 
Denmark,  for  America,  and  after  being  on  the 
water  fourteen  days  landed  in  New  York. 
Making  a brief  stop  in  Plainwell,  Conn.,  he 
was  soon  located  in  Cromwell,  where  he  found 
employment  in  the  Pierson  greenhouse. 

On  June  7,  1889,  Mr  Anderson  married 
Miss  Ida  Christine  Johanson,  who  was  bo-rn  in 
1863  in  Sweden,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1887.  Their  children  are:  Harry,  born  De- 
cember 15,  1892;  Anna,  born  November  2, 
1894;  Thomas  and  Phillip,  born  October  6, 
1896;  and  Margaret,  born  May  27,  1899.  Mr. 
Anderson  built  his  present  convenient  and  at- 
tractive home  in  1894.  Politically  he  is  a Re- 
publican. He  is  treasurer  of  the  Swedish 
Benefit  Society,  of  Cromwell,  and  is  a trustee 
of  the  Cromwell  Swedish  Church. 

S.  M.  FOOTE,  a representative  business 
man  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  conducts  the  lead- 
ing livery  business  of  that  city.  His  ancestors 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Connecticut, 
and  the  family  has  for  generations  been  prom- 
inent throughout  New  England.  He  himself, 
is  the  son  of  John  ML  Foote,  who  married 
Sarah  Munson.  The  father  was  born  in  1819, 
and  is  yet  living,  hale  and  well  preserved,  and 
as  active  as  many  men  at  fifty,  despite  his 
eighty-one  years.  Mrs.  Sarah  (Munson) 
Foote  passed  away  in  1889. 

S.  M.  Foote  was  born  April  22,  1853,  in 
Northford  Society,  in  the  town  of  North  Bran- 
ford. As  a farmer’s  son,  he  early  learned  all 
varieties  of  farm  work.  He  enjoyed  but  meagre  f 
educational  advantages,  attending  the  district ! 
school  during  the  winter  (sometimes  only  fori 
three  months),  until  he  reached  the  age  of  six-  f 
teen,  when,  for  a short  time,  he  was  a pupil  at 
the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute  at  Suffield.  | 
His  school  days  ended,  he  left  home  to  begin 
the  battle  of  life  for  himself.  Procuring j 
through  his  own  efforts,  the  necessary  outfit, ; 
he  embarked  in  business  as  a butcher,  a pursuit 
which  he  followed  for  eleven  years  with  decided 
success.  His  next  enterprise  was  the  printing 
of  visiting  and  business  cards,  which  at  that 
time  was  an  industry  of  no-  mean  proportions 
at  Northford,  from  which  place  firms  sent  the 
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product  of  their  press  to  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. In  connection  with  his  card  printing  Mr. 
Foote  also  did  business  as  a lithographer  at 
New  Haven,  and  both  ventures  proved  profit- 
able. He  disposed  of  his  plant  to  Stevens 
Brothers,  and  in  1890  came  to  Middletown, 
where  he  bought  a livery  stable  from  the  es- 
tate of  Thomas  B.  Bent.  For  three  years  he 
conducted  this  business  at  its  former  location 
on  Court  street,  but  in  1893  removed  to  his 
present  quarters  on  Main  street,  where  he  has 
an  equipment  second  to  none  in  the  town.  To 
its  management  he  has  brought  the  same  sound 
judgment  and  keen  business  sense  which  had 
won  for  him  success  in  previous  undertakings. 
That  he  has  acquired  a competence  is  due  to  his 
own  unaided  efforts,  and  to  the  unflagging  en- 
ergy which  has  marked  his  life  since  he  was  a 
boy  of  sixteen.  He  is  of  a happy  and  even 
temperament,  which  readily  wins  friends  who 
are  retained  by  his  strong  personal  influence 
and  his  high  character.  He  is  a Mason  of  the 
thirty-second  degree,  having  first  entered  the 
order  in  Corinthian  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  No*. 
103,  at  Northford,  Conn.  He  is  a member  of 
Fair  Haven  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ; New  Haven 
Commandery,  K.  T. ; and  Bridgeport  Con- 
sistory. In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  while  residing  in  North  Branford  served 
his  party  in  several  official  positions. 

On  September  18,  1878,  ML  Foote  was 
married  to  Miss  Rosa  J.  Cooper,  of  North 
Branford,  a lady  of  excellent  family,  and  the 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Laura  Cooper,  both 
of  whom  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Foote  is  a com- 
municant in  the  Episcopal  Church.  The  chil- 
dren born  of  this  marriage  are  four  in  number, 
two  daughters  and  two  sons  : Laura  graduated 
from  Middletown  High  School,  class  of  1897; 
S.  Scott  graduated  from  the  Connecticut  Busi- 
ness College,  at  Middletown;  Herbert  J. ; and 
Sarah  M. 
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FRANK  J.  CARRIER,  the  genial  host  of 
the  “Fowler  Mouse,  at  Moodus,  Middlesex 
county,  is  a man  whose  varied  experience  tits 
him  for  the  position  he  now  occupies,  ami  en 
ables  him  to  cater  successfully  to  the  require 
meats  of  his  many  guests.  He  was  born  in 
Moodus  lime  8,  1852,  and  there  the  greater 
portion  of  his  years  has  been  spent. 

Oren  Carrier,  his  father  was  born  in  1800. 
in  Westchester,  town  of  Colchester,  New  I • *n 
don  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  grew  to  maturity  ami 


married,  on  April  16,  1825,  Prudence  R.  Chap- 
I man.  They  had  children  as  follows : Abby 
J. ; Henry  B. ; Ellen  G. ; Omri  G. : Prudence 
j R. ; Mary  B.;  Edwin  I.;  and  Emma  S.  The 
mother  died  in  1840,  and  on  May  26,  1844, 
the  father  married  again,  his  second  wife  be- 
ing Miss  Hope  Buckley  Coon,  daughter  of 
| Daniel  Coon.  To  this  union  were  born : Rob- 
ins ; Eveline  B. ; and  .Frank  J.,  our  subject. 
The  father  died  July  11,  1862,  and  his  widow- 
married,  on  December  17,  1868,  Giles  Shat- 
tuck.  She  passed  away  December  12.  1870. 

Frank  J.  Carrier,  being  bereft  of  his  fa- 
j ther  when  but  ten  years  of  age,  was  early 
obliged  to  look  after  himself,  and  consequently 
his  educational  advantages  were  limited,  but 
j he  embraced  every  opportunity  offered,  and 
taught  himself  at  night,  until  he  gained  a fair 
knowledge  of  the  necessary  branches.  The 
1 first  real  employment  he  had  was  on  a river 
boat  plying  between  Saybrook  and  Hartford, 
and  when  but  sixteen,  having  attained  to  man  s 
stature,  he  did  the  work  of  a man.  For  six 
years  he  continued  in  this  employment,  but  hi-' 
active  mind  was  ever  at  work,  seeking  to  glean 
new  knowledge,  recognizing  that  every  addi- 
tional acquirement  was  but  another  weapon  to 
conquer  fortune,  and  he  learned  all  the  details 
of  handling  an  engine.  Returning  to  Moodus 
the  young  man  engaged  w ith  Emory  Johnson 
in  his  coffin  trimming  factory,  constantly  ac- 
quiring new  knowledge,  and  later  w as  engineer 
■ for  the  Moodus  Yarn  Company  for  eighteen 
months.  By  this  time  his  savings  had  accumu- 
lated, and  he  decided  to  engage  in  the  husine>s 
for  which  he  felt  himself  best  fitted  ;he  was  con- 
nected with  a hotel  business  for  two  years  bc- 
j fore  he  purchased  the  "Fowler  House.”  one  of 
the  best  hostel rics  in  Moodus,  finely  appointed. 

' with  an  excellent  cuisine,  and  which  enjoys  a 
j gratifying  patronage,  not  only  from  the  com- 
munity, but  also  from  the  traveling  public.  In 
addition  to  conducting  his  hotel,  Mr.  Carrier 
is  one  of  the  most  extensive  ice  dealers  in 
! Moodus,  and  has  extended  his  field  of  opera 
tion  to  ( loodspeeds.  llis  fine  farms,  of  130 
and  200  acres,  respectively,  are  in  excellent  c*»n- 
| dition,  and  the  crops  are  astonishingly  large. 

Mr.  Carrier  married  Mary  Me  \leer,  a na- 
tive of  ( ape  • od,  Mass.,  who  died  in  January, 
| 1 8c> r , the  mother  of  four  children:  lU*|*e. 

horn  November  1,  1871,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Minnie  II.,  Ix>rn  September  K>,  1874;  \nnie. 
horn  December  20,  187(1.  who  was  married 
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September  8,  1897,  to  George  E.  Barber,  and 
resides  in  Derby,  Conn. ; and  Oren,  born  De- 
cember 21,  1880,  who'  is  attending'  business  col- 
lege at  Hartford,  Conn.  Minnie  H.  and  Annie 
both  attended  Bacon  Academy,  at  Colchester, 
Conn. ; the  former  is  assistant  postmistress  at 
Moodus,  an  office  she  has  held  for  six  years. 

Politically  Mr.  Carrier  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat ; socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  affiliating  with  Columbia  Lodge, 
No.  26,  of  East  Haddam;  and  he  also  holds 
membership  in  Middlesex  Lodge,  No.  3,  I. 

0.  O.  F.,  of  East  Haddam.  He  is  as  prominent 
in  the  community  as  he  is  popular  in  these  or- 
ganizations, where  he  is  always  so  warmly 
welcomed. 

GEORGE  MORTIMER  STARR.  Among 
the  well-known  citizens  of  East  Hampton  who 
have  passed  here  a busy  and  useful  life  is 
George  Mortimer  Starr,  who’  was  born  in  the 
tow'n  of  Chatham,  Conn.  January  17,  1845,  a 
son  of  Vine  B.  and  Amanda  (M'arkham) 
Starr,  well-known  in  this  locality. 

Mr.  Starr  was  reared  in  this  locality  and 
attended  the  district  schools  for  a short  time, 
at  the  age  of  nine  years  removing  into  the  vil- 
lage of  East  Hampton  to  make  his  home  with 
his  grandmother,  who  had  married  for  her  sec- 
ond husband,  Walter  Sexton.  There  he  was 
given  more  educational  advantages,  but  his  va- 
cations were  spent  in  the  bell  factory,  where 
lie  earned  a boy’s  wages,  bis  real  entrance  into 
business  being  in  the  shops  of  William  E.  Bar- 
ton where  he  was  engaged  many  years.  For 
the  last  twenty  years  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  Starr  Bros.  Bell  Co.,  having  active  charge 
of  its  foundry. 

Mr.  Starr  has  been  twice  married.  O11  Jan- 
uary 12,  1876,  he  wedded  Antoinette  Watrous, 
who  was  born  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  a daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Eveline  (Ackley)  Watrous, 
the  latter  a daughter  of  Nathan  and  Eveline 
Ackley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Starr  became  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children : Eveline  Ade- 

iia,  born  November  29,  1876;  Georgia,  born 
August  9,  1879;  and  Lillie,  born  July  17,  1882. 
Mrs.  Starr  died  in  July,  1883.  On  February 

1,  1888,  Mr.  Starr  married  Lila  Ingraham,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Fuller)  In- 
graham, the  former  of  Westchester  and  the 
latter  of  Massachusetts.  Besides  Mrs.  Starr, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingraham  had  two1  children : 
Mina,  who  married  Frederick  Sage,  of  West- 


chester, Conn. ; and  William,  of  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Starr  have  a daughter,  Hel- 
en, born  April  21,  1891. 

Tn  politics  Mr.  Starr  is  a Republican,  ad- 
vocating, however,  Prohibition  principles,  but 
he  has  never  been  willing  to  accept  office  of 
any  kind.  Closely  attending  to  his  business, 
he  has  accumulated  a competency,  and  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  several  of  the  important 
business  enterprises  of  the  town,  being  one  of 
the  large  stockholders  in  the  Starr  Bros.  Net 
&-  Twine  Works,  of  East  Hampton,  and  a di- 


rector in  the  Starr  Bros.  Manufacturing  Com- 


pany of  which  company  he  was  one  of  the  in- 
corporators. Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Starr  are  reg- 
ular attendants  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  denomination  Mrs.  Starr  is 
a valued  member,  and  the  family  is  one  which 
possesses  the  esteem  of  the  whole  community. 


Bv  industry  and  integritv  Mr.  Starr  has  made 


his  success  in  life  and  has  fulfilled  the  requisites 
of  a good  citizen,  having  done  his  duty  to  his 
family,  his  town  and  his  country. 


RANDOLPH  MATHEWSON  is  a pro-  j 
gressive  and  wide-awake  druggist  at  South  j 
Farms,  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  and  • 
stands  well  to  the  front  in  his  line  in  that  city. 
He  has  a most  attractive  store,  which  was  first  j 
opened  for  trade  in  September,  1893.  There  i 
is  a fine  storeroom  in  the  front,  a large  labora- ! 
tory  in  the  rear,  and  a fine,  roomy  basement 
under  the  entire  structure.  The  building  is  a 
satisfaction  to  the  artistic  eye,  both  in  its  con- 
struction and  planning,  as  well  as  in  its  fine 


decorative  finishing. 


- 


Randolph  Mathewson  is  a native  of  Dur- 
ham, and  a son  of  the  late  Dr.  Rufus  W.  Math- 
ewson, who  was  a physician  of  excellent  re- 
pute. He  is  also'  a brother  of  Dr.  Earl  Math- 
ewson, now  of  Durham.  His  grandfather  bore 
the  name  of  Rufus,  and  his  great-grandfather 
was  Joseph.  The  Mathewson  family  has  been 
prominent  in  local  affairs  for  some  generations 
back,  and  its  various  representatives  have  large- 
ly been  men  of  character  and  ability. 

Randolph  Mathewson  was  born  March  13, 
1858,  the  youngest  son  of  his  parents.  He  was 
a student  in  the  Durham  district  school,  and 
at  Durham  Academy  when  that  excellent  insti- 
tution was  under  the  control  of  Mark  Pitman, 
as  principal.  When  his  school  days  were  over; 
he  was  employed  by  his  father  for  a time  and 
then  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  remained  six' 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


885 


years  with  the  Meriden  Britannia  Co.  In 
1888  Mr.  Mathewson  came  back  to  Connecti- 
cut and  after  a short  engagement  at  Manches- 
ter was  engaged  in  a leading  drug  store  at 
Hartford,  where  in  several  years  of  practical 
experience  he  perfected  himself  in  compound- 
ing, while  in  that  city  he  became  a registered 
pharmacist.  In  the  fall  of  1893  he  came  to 
Middletown  and  opened  a pharmacy  at  South 
Farms,  which  rapidly  became  known  as  one  of 
the  best  and  most  complete  in  this  part  of  the 
State.  The  store  at  the  Farms  is  abundantly 
• stocked  with  everything  pertaining  to  the 
druggists'  business,  including  the  side  lines, 
and  neatness  and  good  order  are  everywhere 
apparent.  The  business  transacted  is  that  of 
a first-class,  up-to*-date  pharmacy,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  attending  to  an  extensive  patronage 
. in  the  compounding  of  physicians'  prescrip- 
tions, many  standard  articles  are  prepared  from 
I formulas  owned  by  Mr.  Mathewson.  One  of 
these,  Dr.  Wellington’s  Cough  Syrup,  was 
used  for  many  years  with  especially  good  re- 
sults in  the  private  practice  of  the  late  Dr. 
Mathewson.  Our  subiect  also  handles  an  iron 
tonic  that  is  gaining  more  than  a local  name. 

Mr.  Mathewson  was  married,  in  Chicopee, 
Mass.,  October  17,  1883,  to  Miss  Anna  R. 
Wood,  who  was  born  April  23,  1856.  a daugh- 
ter of  John  B.  and  Lucy  (Kimball)  Wood. 
^She  was  reared  in  her  native  town,  is  a lady 
of  many  gifts  and  graces,  and  takes  a promi- 
nent place  in  the  social  circles  of  the  commu- 
nity. Fraternally  Mr.  Mathewson  belongs  to 
Mattabessett  Lodge,  Royal  Arcanum,  at  Mid- 
dletown. Fie  is  an  admirer  of  antiques  and 
curios,  and  in  his  home  has  several  valuable 
specimens  of  old  furniture  and  clocks. 

GEORGE  EDWIN  ELLIOT.  Tradition 
traces  the  ancestry  of  the  Eliots  of  England  to 
the  time  of  the  landing  of  William  the  Con- 
queror on  the  shores  of  that  country,  in  the 
year  1066.  In  the  early  history  of  England  the 
name  was  variously  spelled  Eliot,  Elliot,  I • I \ • t , 
Elyotte,  etc. 

John  Eliot,  commonly  called  the  “apostle 
to  the  Indians, ’’  was  the  American  ancestor  oi 
die  Elliots  and  Eliots  who  reside  in  Clinton, 
of  which  family  our  subject  is  a worth)  mem 
her.  That  great  and  good  man  was  1mm  in 
England  December  20,  1604,  in  as  . i n 1 1 1 * ritie  ■ 
claim — Nasing,  (Aunty  of  Essex,  though  both 
the  ' unities  of  Devon  and  Cornwall  lav  claim 


to  his  birthplace,  and  there  is  a record  of  his 
baptism  in  the  register  of  the  church  at  Wid- 
ford,  rlerefordshire.  Nothing  is  related  of 
his  parents  except  that  they  gave  him  a lib- 
eral education  and  were  exemplary  for  their 
piety,  to  which  fact  Mr.  Eliot  himself  bore 
testimony,  when,  in  after  years,  he  wrote  thus : 
“l  do  see  that  it  was  a great  favor  of  God  unto 
me  to  season  my  first  years  with  the  fear  of 
God,  the  word,  and  prayer.  ’ He  was  educated 
at  Jesus  College,  University  of  Cambridge, 
where  he  became  distinguished  for  his  love 
for  the  languages,  especially  Greek  and  He- 
brew. of  which  he  acquired  a sound,  thorough 
and  discriminating  knowledge.  He  became 
well  versed  in  the  general  course  of  liberal 
studies,  and  was  particularly  learned  in  the- 
ology. After  leaving  the  University  he  was 
employed  as  an  usher  in  the  grammar  school 
of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  at  Little  Baddow, 
County  of  Essex.  Mr.  Hooker  subsequently 
was  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  worthies 
of  New  England.  He  exerted  a salutary  in- 
fluence on  the  formation  of  Mr.  Eliot’s  char- 
acter and  principles,  and  decided  him  in  pur- 
suing the  profession  of  a Christian  minister. 
When  Mr.  Hooker  was  driven  from  England 
Mr.  Eliot  followed  him  to  the  New  World, 
making  the  voyage  in  the  ship  “Lion.''  and  ar- 
riving at  Boston  November  14.  1631,  in  com- 
pany with  his  brothers  Jacob  and  Philip,  (mv. 
Winthrop’s  wife  and  children,  and  al*>ut  sixty 
others.  He  was  immediately  placed  in  charge 
of  the  First  Church  in  Boston,  the  pastor,  Mr. 
Wilson,  having  gone  to  England  temporarily, 
on  business.  Mis  betrothed.  Hannah  Mum- 
ford,  who  was  born  September  16,  it *03,  fol- 
lowed  him  to  New  England,  and  they  were 
married  in  October,  if>3-’.  Mr.  Eliot  contin- 
ued in  charge  of  the  Boston  congregation  un- 
til his  removal  to  Roxburv,  where  he  was  or- 
dained November  5,  11*32.  He  was  the  first 
minister  in  that  place,  and  continued  as  teach- 
er of  the  church  there  until  his  death,  a period 
of  nearly  sixtv  years,  preaching  as  long  as  his 
strength  lasted.  I lis  meeting  house  was  on  the 
hill  where  the  present  meeting-house  of  the 
First  (Unitarian)  Church  of  Ro\bur\  stands. 

At  that  time  there  were  many  Indians  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  English  plantations,  ami  to 
Cliristianize  and  improve  them  became  the  rid- 
ing motive  of  Mr.  Eliot’s  life,  his  work  among 
them  commencing  October  28.  M>p>.  at  Nnn- 
antum,  in  Newton.  He  devoted  bis  great  in- 
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tellect  to  learning  their  language,  and  made 
several  translations  of  Holy  Writ,  the  most 


noted  being  that  known  as  the  “Indian  Bible.’ 


The  New  Testament  was  published  at  Cam- 


bridge in  September,  1661,  and  was  followed 


by  the  Old,  and  thus  the  entire  Bible,  with  a 
Catechism  and  the  Psalms  of  David  in  metre, 
was  given  to  the  Indians  in  their  own  tongue 
within  forty  years  after  the  settlement  of  the 


country.  This  work  was  of  such  magnitude, 


requiring  such  deep  and  exhaustive  learning, 
that  it  yet  excites  the  wonder  of  philologists. 
Eliot’s  labors  were  far  greater  than  those  of 
any  of  the  translators  in  Germany,  France  or 
England,  for  they  had  the  facilities  afforded 
by  copies  of  the  Bible  in  Latin,  which  was  the 
conventional  language  of  the  priests  and  stu- 
dents of  Europe,  while  his  work  was  in  an 
unwritten  and  hitherto  unknown  language, 
which  he  was  first  obliged  to  learn ; and,  after 
his  Bible  was  published,  he  had  to  establish 
schools  and  prepare  a grammar  and  other  books 


for  instructing  the  savages  to  read  it.  In  all 


these  arduous  duties  he  had  no  assistant  but  an 
Indian  boy.  Thus  a humble  and  modest,  vet 
faithful  and  zealous,  pastor  of  a small  Chris- 
tian community,  on  the  shore  of  a vast  conti- 
nent which  was  then  almost  an  entire  wilder- 
ness, alone  achieved  a work  which  excited  the 
wonder  and  admiration  of  both  hemispheres, 
and  has  rendered  his  name  memorable  for- 
ever in  the  annals  of  literature  and  piety.  With 
such  holy  ardor  and  untiring  perseverance  did 
he  prosecute  his  great  and  commendable  labors 
as  to  richly  deserve  his  exalted  title  of  “apostle 
to  the  Indians.”  His  manner  of  preaching  was 
very  plain,  yet  powerful ; his  delivery  graceful. 
The  old  oak  at  South  Natick,  beneath  which 
he  preached  to  the  Indians  in  1690,  stood  for 
nearly  two  centuries  afterward.  Mr.  Eliot’s 
death  occurred  on  May  20,  1690,  in  the  eighty- 


sixth  year  of  his  age,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  in 


what  was  called  the  minister’s  tomb  in  the 
First  burying  ground.  His  wife  died  March 
22,  1687.  Their  children  were:  Ann,  born 
September  17,  1633,  was  a daughter  of  ex- 
cellent character,  and  remained  with  her  par- 
ents as  long'  as  they  lived ; she  was  the  wife 
of  Habakkuk  Glover.  John,  born  August  31, 
1636.  died  October  11,  1668.  Joseph,  born 
December  20,  1638,  is  mentioned  below.  Sam- 
uel, born  June  22,  1641,  died  in  1664.  Aaron, 
born  February  19,  1644,  died  November  18, 


1655.  Benjamin,  born  January  29,  1647,  died 
October  15,  1687. 

Joseph  Eliot,  born  December  20,  1638,  died 
May  24,  1694.  at  Guilford,  where  he  was  set- 


tled as  minister.  He  was  graduated  from 


Harvard  in  1658.  On  November  23,  1662,  the 
people  of  Northampton  unanimously  expressed  | 
their  desire  to  settle  Mr.  Eliot  as  teacher,  and  I 
fixed  his  salary  at  fifty  pounds.  In  1664  he 
was  settled  at  Guilford,  receiving  ordination 
December  23d,  of  that  year.  It  is  said  that 
he  delivered  an  annual  sermon  before  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  he  received  a grant  of  land 
from  that  body,  probably  in  acknowledgment 
of  these  services.  He  continued  to  discharge 
his  pastoral  duties  at  Guilford  until  his  death. 
Joseph  Eliot  first  married  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Hon.  William  Brenton,  governor  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  after  her  death  he  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Hon.  Samuel  Wvllys,  of  Hartford. 
She  died  October  11,  1729,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-three years.  His  children,  four  by  each 
wife,  were  as  follows:  (1)  Mehitable,  born 

October  4,  1676,  married  William  Wilson,  of 
Guilford,  and  died  April  14,  1723.  without  is- 
sue. (2)  Ann,  born  December  12,  1677,  mar-1 
ried  December  20,  1698,  Hon.  Jonathan  Law,  I 
of  Milford,  governor  of  Connecticut,  and  died? 
November  16,  1703.  (3)  Jemima,  born  in' 

1678,  married  Rev.  John  Woodbridge,  of  j 
West  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  died  June  10. 1 
1718.  (4)  Barshua  married  Augustus  Lucas. | 

of  Fairfield,  a French  refugee.  (5)  Jared  id 
mentioned  below.  (6)  Abiel,  of  Guilford,  diec* 
October  28,  1776.  (7)  Mary,  born  in  1688 

married  in  1734,  Hawkins  Hart,  of  Walling- 
ford, and  had  a large  family.  (8)  Rebecca' 
born  in  1690,  married  John  Trowbridge,  sher- 
iff of  New  Haven,  and  after  his  death  became ' 
the  wife  of  Ebenezer  Fisk;  for  her  third  hus- 
band she  married  Capt.  William  Dudley. 

Jared  Eliot,  the  next  in  the  line  of  descen  ' 
to  George  Edwin,  was  born  November  7,  1685  : 
was  a minister  at  Killingworth,  and  one  of  tin 
most  distinguished  men  of  Connecticut.  H<! 
died  April  22,  1763.  Jared  Eliot  was  greatly 
interested  in  scientific  matters,  and  amond 
ether  things  took  up  the  manufacture  of  iron; 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  making  can 
non-balls  for  the  Patriot  army.  The  Lon; 
don  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Art  present  j 
ed  him  with  a gold  medal  as  a recognition  o( 
his  skill  in  the  manufacture  of  “very  good  iro: 


3:  ■: 
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out  of  black  sea  sand,”  as  the  inscription  reads. 
This  medal  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Chaun- 
cev  Goodrich  Eliot,  of  Goshen,  N.  Y.,  who 
intends  eventually  to  make  Yale  University 
custodian  thereof. 

George  Eliot,  son  of  Jared,  became  a prom- 
inent man  and  a deacon  in  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  died  in  1810.  He  married  Han- 
nah Ely,  of  Lyme,  who  died  in  1820.  They 
were  the  great-grandparents  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  opens  this  sketch. 

George  Elliot,  the  eldest  child  of  George, 
was  born  in  Clinton,  on  the  farm  which  was 
given  to  Rev.  Jared  Eliot  by  the  town  on  con- 
dition that  he  remain  there  the  rest  of  his  nat- 
ural life,  which  condition  he  accepted.  George 
Elliot  was  an  extensive  farmer,  a man  of  means, 
a deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
prominent  in  public  life.  He  was  well-known 
as  a public  speaker,  and  on  account  of  his 
gifts  as  an  orator  was  chosen  to  make  the  ad- 
dress of  welcome  to  Gen.  LaFayette,  on  be- 
half of  the  town  of  Killingworth,  when  the 
great  Frenchman  made  his  visit  to  the  town  in 
1825.  He  was  a Jeffersonian  Democrat,  and 
was  the  choice  of  his  fellow  citizens  several 
times  for  representative  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. His  death  occurred  October  31,  1828. 
On  December  23,  1790,  George  Elliot  married 
Patience  Lane,  a daughter  of  Noah  Lane,  of 
Killingworth,  and  they  had  one  child,  Ely 
Augustus.  Mrs.  Elliot  passed  away  October 
6,  1852. 

Ely  Augustus  Elliot,  son  of  George,  was 
liorn  September  18,  1791,  in  the  house  erected 
by  his  father  on  the  homestead  place  alx>ve  men- 
tioned, and  which  is  now  occupied  by  Deacon 
Henry  A.  Elliot.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
Ely  A.  Elliot  engaged  in  mercantile  business, 
in  which  he  continued  alone  for  several  years, 
finally  forming  a partnership  with  James  \. 
Pratt  under  the  firm  name  of  Pratt  N Elliot 
When  John  D.  Leflingwell  bought  an  interest 
the  style  changed  to  Pratt,  Elliott  & Leffing- 
well,  and  they  did  a large  business  as  general 
merchants  and  were  very  successful.  In  time 
Mr.  Pratt  withdrew1,  and  in  1832  George  E 
Elliot  bought  his  father's  interest,  the  lattei 
retiring  to  private  life,  lie  died  January  7, 
1871.  Like  other  members  <>1  his  famil\  Mr. 
Elliot  was  prominently  identified  with  public 
affairs,  serving  as  senator,  judge  i>l  probate, 
associate  judge  of  Middlesex  county,  and  sc 
lectman  fora  number  of  years,  lie  was  a I )em 


ocrat  in  political  affiliation,  and  stood  high  in 
the  councils  of  his  party.  In  1830  he  was  com- 
missioned brigadier  general  of  artillery  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  by  Gov.  Tomlinson,  and 
held  that  position  many  years.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  served  on 
the  society's  committee,  and  was  an  active 
worker  in  all  its  affairs.  His  death  was  caused 
by  pneumonia,  after  a life  of  robust  health. 

On  July  14,  1818,  Mr.  Elliot  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Susan  Maria  Pratt,  who  was 
born  January  8,  1795,  daughter  of  Humphrey 
Pratt,  of  Saybrook.  She  died  January  9.  1871. 
after  having  been  an  invalid  for  several  years 
and  unable  to  walk.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ell i< >t  had 
children,  as  follows:  George  Edwin.  Henry 

Augustus  and  Charles  Alexander  (born  Jan- 
uary 6,  1831.  who  has  a sketch  elsewhere). 

H.enrv  Augustus  Elliot,  brother  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  lx)rn  April  17.  1821.  and  is  a resilient 
of  Clinton,  with  the  development  1 f which 
town  he  has  been  closely  identified.  His  liter- 
ary training  was  completed  at  the  Parish  high 
school,  in  Fair  Haven,  and  he  devoted  his  at- 
tention for  a number  of  years  to  large  farming 
interests,  of  which  he  retained  active  control 
until,  in  1875,  he  embarked  in  the  feed  and  coal 
business  in  company  with  his  brother  Charles, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Elliot  Brothers.  For 
many  years  he  has  held  the  office  of  first  se- 
lectman. in  which  capacity  he  served  during 
the  Civil  war.  In  1873  he  was  elected  a 
deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church,  and  is 
now  senior  deacon.  Of  late  years  his  health 
has  not  been  robust,  and  his  hearing  has  been 
somewhat  impaired.  On  September  20,  1846, 
he  was  married  to  Phrclie  E.  Hull,  daughter  of 
Levi  and  Betsey  ( Dibble)  Mull,  and  two  chil- 
J dren  blessed  their  union:  Susan  Elizabeth, 
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in  1834-35.  His  intention  had  been  to  take  a 
college  course,  but  poor  health  prevented,  and 
in  1836  he  engaged  as  a clerk  in  Norwich  with 
Wolcott  Huntington,  with  whom  he  continued 
one  year.  Leaving  there  he  went  to  New  Ha- 
ven, where  he  was  employed  as  a clerk  until 
1840.  He  then  entered  the  house  of  Elliot  & 
Leffingwell,  in  Clinton,  in  the  early  ’fifties, 
purchasing  his  father’s  interest  in  the  firm.  He 
continued  with  Mr.  Leffingwell  the  succeed- 
ing three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
became  sole  owner  of  the  business,  remaining 
proprietor  of  the  large  establishment  until  1880, 
when  he  retired  from  active  life  in  connection 
with  commercial  affairs. 

Mr.  Elliot  has  devoted  time,  means  and  en- 
ergy to'  that  well-known  educational  establish- 
ment, the  Morgan  school,  of  Clinton,  being 
president  of  its  board  of  trustees;  he  was  ap- 
pointed trustee  by  Charles  Morgan,  the  foun- 
der of  the  school,  who  was  one  of  his  intimate 
friends,  and,  in  his  present  incumbency,  is  the 
successor  of  John  D.  Leffingwell.  In  spite  of 
the  cares  of  a busy  mercantile  life  Mr.  Elliot 
has  distinguished  himself  in  public  affairs,  hav- 
ing served  as  judge  of  probate  from  1846  to 
] 854  ; member  of  the  Legislature  from  his  town 
in  1853,  during  which  term  he  was  on  the  com- 
mittee on  Einance;  and  member  of  the  build- 
ing committee  during  the  famous  contest  over 
building  locations  between  the  towns  of  Fair- 
field  and  Bridgeport,  which  was  decided  in 
favor  of  the  latter  town.  He  is  a Democrat  in 
political  faith.  In  religion  he  is  a member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  he  serves  as 
a member  of  the  society’s  committee. 

On  September  25,  1844,  Mr.  Elliot  was 
married  to  Cornelia  Chloe  Redfield,  who-  was 
born  November  20,  1821,  in  Clinton,  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Chloe  (Kirtland)  Redfield, 
and  granddaughter  of  Ca.pt.  Elisha  Kirtland. 
To  this  union  came  children  as  follows : Mary 
Cornelia,  born  March  23,  1850,  graduated 
from  Grove  Hall  Seminary,  New  Haven,  and 
has  been  a teacher  in  the  Mbrgan  school,  at 
Clinton,  since  its  establishment.  Grace  Red- 
field, born  February  7,  1852,  attended  Provi- 
dence Conference  Seminary,  at  East  Green- 
wich, R.  I.  Ely  Augustus,  born  March  18, 
1854,  married  Nellie  M.  Hunt;  he  resides  in 
New  Haven,  where  he  is  engaged  in  business 
as  a commission  merchant.  George  Edwin, 
born  August  1,  1859,  died  June  12,  i860. 
George  Edwin,  Jr.,  born  June  1,  1864,  gradu- 


ated from  the  Morgan  school  in  1882,  from  j| 
Yale  in  1886,  B.  A.,  received  the  degree  of  M. 

A.  in  1888,  and  since  1899  has  been  princi- 
pal  of  the  Morgan  school  ; he  is  the  first  grad-  j! 
uate  of  that  famous  institution  to  hold  the  po- 
sition. The  pleasant  home  occupied  by  the  fam-  1 
ily  was  erected  in  1878-79.  1 

Our  subject  bears  his  years  well.  It  is  not 
difficult  to  trace  the  blood  of  illustrious  an- 
cestors in  his  career.  In  church,  in  business, 
in  public  affairs,. as  well  as  in  his  home,  Mr.  1 
Elliot  has  made  his  name  highly  honored,  and 
it  must  afford  him  gratification  to  realize  that 
he  will  leave  it  to  worthy  descendants. 

LOUIS  D.  PRATT,  one  of  the  prominent 
and  successful  business  men  of  Deep  River, 
Middlesex  county,  was  born  in  Say  brook,  along  j 
the  Essex  road,  south  of  the  center  of  Deep 
River,  July  10,  1864.  Mr.  Pratt  is  a descend-  : 
ant  of  two  old  and  prominent  families  of  Say- 
brook,  being  a son  of  Obediah  and  Achsah  Ann  | 
(Hale)  Pratt,  and  his  relatives  are  numerous  j 
throughout  this  part  of  Middlesex  county. 

In  the  district  schools  of  the  home  vicin-  j 

ity  Mr.  Pratt  received  his  education.  Leaving  | 

home  at  the  age  of  twenty  he  went  to  Broken 
Bow,  Custer  Co.,  Neb.,  where  he  engaged  in  | 

business  in  a hardware  store  and  learned  the  ^ 

carpenter’s  trade,  remaining  in  the  West  for 
the  four  succeeding  years.  In  1888  he  re-  ^ 

turned  to  Deep  River  and  opened  up  a busi-  1 

ness  in  wood  and  timber,  buying  and  selling, 
and  in  1893  added  ice  to-  his  other  commodi- 
ties. Later  Air.  Pratt  began  the  trucking  bus- 
iness, in  a small  way,  gradually  going  into  it 
more  extensively,  as  it  proved  both  pleasant 
and  profitable,  until  he  now  finds  almost  all  his 
time  occupied  in  properly  conducting  same.  1 

Mr.  Pratt  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  in  | 

1897  was  sent  as  the  representative  from  Sav- 
brook  to  the  Legislature,  serving  very  accept- 
ably on  the  committee  on  Roads  and  Bridges. 

He  is  now  holding  the  office  of  registrar  of 
voters,  which  position  he  has  efficiently  filled 
for  the  past  two  years,  and  in  October,  1900, 
was  elected  to  the  honorable  office  of  second  se- 
lectman, being  at  present  engaged  in  the  active 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  incumbency. 

On  April  10,  1894,  Mr.  Pratt  was  married 
to  Annie  E.  McNamara,  who.  was  born  July 
2,  1869,  in  Chester,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Pat- 
rick and  Alary  (Cooney)  McNamara,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  County  Limerick, 
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the  latter  in  County  Galway,  Ireland.  The  fa- 
ther died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five,  the  mother 
when  she  was  but  forty-two.  Besides  Mrs. 
Pratt  they  had  children  as  follows  : Catherine, 
of  Chester;  Mary,  of  Chester;  John,  who  mar- 
ried Anna  Larsen,  of  Deep  River;  James,  Ag- 
nes and  Frances,  all  of  Chester;  and  Theresa 
and  William,  of  New  Haven.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pratt  have  come  two  daughters : Rosa- 

mond Miriam,  born  February  20,  1895,  passed 
out  of  life  the  following  June,  and  her  name 
was  given  to  another  bright  little  child,  born 
June  20,  1896. 

Mr.  Pratt  has  built  up  a fine  business  in 
this  locality  by  his  own  thrift  and  energy,  and 
by  a display  of  admirable  qualities  has  won 
the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  who  have 
deemed  him  worthy  to  be  a standard  bearer. 

G.  PHILIP  LECRENIER,  postmaster  at 
Moodus,  Middlesex  county,  and  one  of  the 
publishers  of  the  Connecticut  Valley  Adver- 
tiser, was  born  in  Lyme,  this  State,  August  9, 
1862.  The  family  came  to;  Moodus  a few 
years  later,  and  there  he  attended  the  public 
schools.  He  learned  the  printing  trade  under 
J.  E.  Selden,  former  proprietor  of  the  paper 
with  which  he  is  now  connected,  continuing  in 
his  employ  until  1894.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Scl- 
den,  Mr.  Lecrenier  became  the  junior  publisher 
of  the  Advertiser,  and  its  editor. 

In  1885  Mr.  Lecrenier  married  Miss  M. 
Alice  Skewes,  daughter  of  T.  J.  I).  Skewes. 
M.  D.,  and  they  have  four  children,  Frank  H. 
S.,  G.  Philip,  Alphonse  J.,  and  Zelia  E.  Mr.  Le- 
crenier rqwesented  the  town  of  East  I laddam 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  1893,  and  while 
there  served  on  the  committee  on  Cities  and 
Boroughs.  In  1898  he  was  appointed  post- 
master at  Moodus.  his  appointment  dating 
from  July  1st,  of  that  year,  and  he  has  since 
been  reappointed.  He  is  a member  of  Colum- 
b i ; 1 Lodge,  F.  & A.  M..  and  of  Middle 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

CHARLES  IT.  BAILEY.  Among  the 
well-known  residents  of  Higganum,  Middle- 
sex county,  is  Charles  II.  Bailey,  who  bears  a 
name  inherited  from  John  Bailee,  one  of  the 
proprietary  settlers  of  this  part  of  Connecticut, 
who  came  hither  in  1662.  Lvman  Bailey,  the 
grandfather  of  Charles  II..  a native  of  Had 

dam,  was  a large  farmer  in  that  neighborh 1 

lie  married  twice  and  retired  the  following 


children : Lyman  R.,  Lydia.  Qarissa,  Orcity, 
Henry  D.  (the  father  of  Charles  H.),  Sylvanus, 
Thaddeus*  Alvin  and  Elizabeth. 

Henry  D.  Bailey  was  born  in  Haddarn, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years. 
In  early  life  he  was  employed  in  the  So  vil 
shops  in  the  making  of  chisels,  and  later  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Hacldam  and  vicinity.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat,  although  he  never 
sought  any  party  offices.  He  married  Jane 
Atwood,  a native  of  Meriden,  Conn.,  and  to 
them  were  born:  Emma,  who  married  Fred 

Fuller,  of  Norwich,  Conn.:  Harriet,  who  mar- 
ried Charles  H.  Barker;  Charles  Henrv.  our 
subject;  and  Frank  \\\,  who  married  Alice 
Treadwell,  and  resides  in  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut. 

Charles  Henry  Bailey  was  born  December 
26,  1856,  grew  up  in  his  native  village,  and 
was  obliged  to  care  for  himself  at  a verv  early 
age.  W hile  still  a lad  he  came  to  Higganum 
and  engaged  in  the  first  work  lie  found,  which 
proved  to  be  driving  an  ox-team,  and  later 
found  work  with  the  Valley  Railroad  Company. 
He  spent  some  time  in  the  district  schools. 
Later  he  became  a molder  in  the  I l.igg  Manu- 
facturing Company,  located  at  Higganum.  re- 
maining in  that  position  for  ten  years.  Until 
1892  he  continued  as  a molder  and  1 natch 
worker  in  machine  shops,  and  in  that  year  em- 
barked in  the  milk  business,  in  connection  w ith 
a grocery  and  meat  market,  also  farming  on  a 
small  scale. 
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To  them  came  children  as  follows:  Ellsworth, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Bailey,  born  January  2, 
i8iq:  Chauncey,  born  March  27,  1820:  Mar- 
garet, born  February  25,  1824,  now  the  widow 
of  Jesse  Smith;  Merilla,  born  March  16,  1828, 
who  married  Hubbard  Spencer,  and  died  April 
4,  1900;  and  Jane,  born  January  3,  1832,  who 
died  April  22,  1900. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellsworth 
Walkley  were:  Martha  was  born  October  12, 
1842;  Adeline,  born  November  20,  1845,  mar- 
ried George  Scoville;  Euphrasia,  born  Decem- 
ber 10.  1847,  married  Henry  Peters;  Ida  was 
born  March  21,  1850;  Frank  was  born  Sep- 
tember 29,  1852;  Effie,  wife  of  our  subject, 
was  born  January  28,  1855  ; Jennie  was  born 
June  9,  1858;  Casey,  born  May  6,  i860,  mar- 
ried Annie  Phelps,  of  Haddam ; and  Ella,  born 
July  30,  1865,  married  Henry  F.  Raynor,  of 
Middletown.  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Bailey  is  a close  attendant  and  liberal 
supporter  of  the  Methodist  Church,  of  which 
Mrs.  Bailey  is  a member.  In  political  matters 
he  is  a Democrat,  and  consistently  adheres  to 
the  principles  of  that  party.  Among  his  many 
friends  he  is  very  popular,  and  he  is  a man  de- 
serving of  great  credit  for  his  persevering  ef- 
fort against  adverse  circumstances  in  his  early 
life. 


JOHN  FRANCIS  CONVEY,  one  of  the 
leading  cigar  manufacturers  and  dealers  of 
Middlesex  county,  is  established  in  desirable 
headquarters  on  Main  street,  Middletown.  He 
is  a thoroughly  practical  man,  and  with  his 
over  thirty  years’  experience  in  the  business, 
his  familiarity  with  it  extends  to  the  most 
minute  detail.  His  identification  with  the  man- 
ufacture of  cigars  dates  back  to  his  youth,  so 
that  he  works  to*-da.y  with  that  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  all  the  requirements  of  his  trade  which 
comes  only  from  actual  performance  of  every 
part  of  its  work. 

Mr.  Convey  is  a native  of  Thompsonville, 
Conn.,  born  August  16,  1855..  His  parents, 
Patrick  and  Eliza  (Scanlan)  Convey,  were 
well-to-do'  Irish  people  who  came  to'  Connecti- 
cut when  quite  young  and  settled  at  Thomp- 
sonville, where  they  were  married.  The  elder 
sons,  James  W.  and  Thomas  Convey,  are  also 
engaged  in  the  cigar  business,  being  located  at 
Tariffville.  The  mother,  Eliza,  died  when  her 
youngest  boy  was  three  years  old,  and  the  fa- 
ther has  also  passed  away. 


John  F.  Convey  passed  the:  first  ten  years 
of  life  in  his  native  town,  and  then  went  to 
Tariffville,  where  he  soon  after  began  an  ap- 
prenticeship to  the  cigar  trade,  under  the  in- 
struction of  his  older  brothers,  receiving  the 
customary  wages  of  two  dollars  per  week  and 
board.  His  educational  advantages  were  lim- 
ited, because  of  his  early  beginning  of  a busi- 
ness career,  but  being  a close  observer,  he  has 
learned  much  from  his  experience  and  contact 
with  the  world.  When  lie  had  learned  his 
trade  he  immediately  began  as  a journeyman 
cigarmaker,  and  presently  forming  a partner- 
ship with  Ariel  Mitchelson,  went  into  business 
at  Tariffville,  under  the  firm  name  of  Mitchel- 
son & Co.  In  t888  Mr.  Andrew  N.  Shepard 
purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Mitchelson,  and 
the  entire  plant  was  removed  to*  Portland, 
where  it  was  operated  until  the  spring  of  1901, 
when  the  firm  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Convey  be- 
coming its  successor,  and  the  plant  was  re- 
moved to  Middletown.  The  business  has  en- 
joyed a healthy  and  substantial  growth,  giving 
employment  to*  a number  of  skilled  workmen, 
and  the  annual  output  now  exceeds  a million 
cigars.  The  celebrated  "Brownstone’’  cigar 
manufactured  by  Mr.  Convey  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  made  in  the  State,  and  the  same 
can  be  said  of  other  popular  brands  known  to 
smokers. 

In  December,  1874,  Mr.  Convey  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Bridget  Hill,  a native  of  Tariff- 
ville. The  following  children  have  blessed  their 
union : Mary  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Fred 

J.  La  Rouche,  of  Middletown,  who*  has  charge 
of  the  retail  department  of  Mr.  Convey's  bus- 
iness ; James  W.  is  a cigarmaker  by  trade,  and 
is  employed  by  his  father ; John  J.  is  a stenog- 
rapher at  Asheville,  N.  C. ; Helen,  Francis. 
Edward,  Mildred  and  Beatrice  resides  at  home 
with  their  parents. 

While  Mr.  Convey  may  be  said  to  have 
sympathies  with  the  Democratic  party,  he  sup- 
ported William  McKinley  for  President.  Pie 
is  a member  of  Freestone  Council,  No.  7, 
Knights  of  Columbus,  and  was  formerly  a 
member  of  T'orrington  Lodge,  No.  372,  B.  P, 
O.  E.  He  was  instrumental  in  organizing 
Middletown  Lodge,  No.  771,  of  the  latter  or- 
der, and  subsequently  severed  his  connection 
with  Torrington  Lodge,  and  became  a member 
of  Middletown  Lodge.  He  is  a Roman  Cath- 
olic in  religion.  A man  of  genial  personality 
and  much  native  refinement,  Mr.  Convey  en- 
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joys  the  regard  of  a wide  personal  and  business 
acquaintance.  His  unflagging  industry  and  up- 
right business  methods  have  contributed  to 
make  him  a successful  man,  and  he  is  adjudged 
to  be  entitled  to  his  good  fortune  by  all  who 
have  observed  his  career. 

G.  H.  APPELQUEST,  deceased,  was  one 
of  the  best  known  representatives  of  his  na- 
tionality in  the  city  of  Middletown,  Middlesex 
county,  a striking  illustration  of  a citizen  val- 
uable to  any  community.  His  thrift  and  push 
caused  a decided  improvement  in  the  business 
property  of  the  city,  and  the  transformation  of 
the  lot  at  the  corner  of  Rapello  avenue  and 
Main  street  is  evidence  of  his  enterprise.  In 
1898  he  erected  the  Appelquest  block,  which  is 
one  of  the  substantial  buildings  of  that  local- 
ity. 

Mr.  Appelquest  was  born  one  mile  east  of 
Gislawed,  Sweden,  November  28,  1859,  and 
was  one  of  a family  comprising  four  sons  and 
one  daughter.  His  parents  were  well-to-do, 
occupied  a prominent  place  in  their  locality  in 
the  Old  World,  and  were  possessed  of  a large 
property.  Mr.  Appelquest  had  a brother,  Os- 
car, in  New  Britain,  Conn.,  who  is  a skillful 
joiner,  and  another  brother,  Edward,  in  Phil- 
adelphia, who  is  engaged  in  the  same  profes- 
sion. His  brother,  Charles,  in  New  Haven,  is 
a mechanic.  H'is  sister,  Ida,  married  Frank 
Anderson,  of  New  Britain.  I he  father  died 
at  the  age  of  forty-one,  and  the  mother  yet 
lives  in  her  old  Swedish  home. 

G.  PI.  Appelquest  obtained  his  schooling  in 
his  native  community,  and  was  well  educated, 
receiving  good  advantages  until  he  lett  school, 
at  the  age  of  fourteen.  1 Te  early  displayed  far 
more  than  ordinary  mechanical  ingenuity,  and 
was  set  to  learn  the  patternmaker’s  trade,  giv- 
ing his  thought  especially  to  the  machinery 
used  in  weaving  fancy  and  flowered  goods.  In 
the  spring  of  1879  lie  came  to  the  l nited  States 
on  an  Inman  Line  steamer,  and  landed  at  New 
York,  with  Portland,  Conn.,  as  his  objective 
point.  There  he  secured  work  in  the  Middle 
sex  quarry,  but  after  a few  weeks  left  the 
place,  going  to  New  Britain,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed eleven  months  in  a factor)  as  pattern 
maker.  While  there  he  became  one  o!  the 
first  members  of  what  is  now  the  most  promi 
nent  Swedish  society  of  tin*  city.  New  Britain 
then  had  about  thirty  of  his  countrymen,  and 
now  contains  about  five  thousand.  After  his 


engagement  at  New  Britain  was  ended  Mr. 
Appelquest  went  to  Manchester,  Conn.,  where 
he  took  up  the  photographic  art  under  C.  A. 
Huff.  This  was  a line  of  work  that  appealed 
to  his  artistic  ingenuity,  and  he  soon  came  to 
greatly  excel  in  it.  He  was  in  the  employment 
of  Mr.  Munson,  in  Middletown,  for  a time,  and 
then  opened  a gallery  for  himself  at  Portland, 
which  he  successfully  conducted  for  a time.  He 
sold  it,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  A.  B.  Stowe, 
of  Middletown,  later  engaging  with  L.  R. 
Newman,  the  pioneer  view  photographer  in  the 
United  States,  whose  office  and  headquarters 
were  at  Rochester.  N.  Y.,  for  three  years  en- 
gaging in  traveling  over  the  greater  part  of 
the  country  in  this  work.  During  this  time  he 
took  views  in  twenty-two  States. 

Mr.  Appelquest  returned  to  Middletown  af- 
ter the  expiration  of  three  years  of  travel,  and 
resumed  his  work  with  Mr.  Stowe.  He  con- 
tinued with  that  gentleman  until  he  engaged 
in  other  business,  and  after  two  years  outside 
the  studio  opened  a photographic  establishment 
for  himself,  in  a temporary  building  on  the 
site  of  the  present  very  complete  and  well  con- 
structed building.  This  property  had  come 
into  his  possession  alxrut  1886,  and  he  first 
erected  there  a temporary  building,  intending 
to  replace  it  later  with  a more  substantial 
structure,  which  he  did  two  years  later.  In 
1898  he  put  up  the  Appelquest  block,  which 
is  one  of  the  substantial  buildings  of  the  city, 
and  a credit  to  the  locality. 

On  July  17.  1886,  in  Middletown.  Mr.  \p- 
pelquest  married  Miss  Emily  Andren,  a native 
of  Sweden,  born  Mav  20.  18(15.  who  came  to 
the  United  States  at  the  age  of  seventeen  w ith 
her  brother  Charles.  I hev  had  t\\<>  children: 
Jerome  A.,  born  June  1.  1888;  and  Olga  Fran- 
ces, born  September  28.  1801  : Imth  are  living. 
Mr.  Appelquest  was  a stanch  Republican  on 
all  State  and  National  issues,  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  first  Swedish  Republican  club  formed 
in  Middletown.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Kfonan  Societv.  of  Middletown,  was  deacon  in 
the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  and  served  as 
a member  of  the  building  committee  when  that 
edifice  was  constructed.  I le  was  for  a time  the 
local  cashier  of  the  Security  Savings  X I ■ an 
\ssociation  of  Minneapolis,  ami.  as  may  be  in- 
ferred from  this  brief  account  of  his  interests, 
was  an  (enterprising  ami  successful  business 
man,  and  a go*>d  citizen,  lie  was  self-made, 
and.  in  the  fullest  sense,  the  architect  of  his 
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own  fortune,  and  his  death,  which  occurred 
April  3,  1902,  deprived  Middletown  of  one  of 
her  useful,  worthy  residents.  He  was  buried 
in  Indian  Hill  cemetery,  at,  Middletown.  Mr. 
Appelquest  crossed  the  Atlantic  five  times, 
having  visited  his  native  land  in  1884  and  again 
in  February,  1899,  the  last  time  with  his  fam- 
ily. 

GEORGE  WISEMAN  was  in  his  life 
time  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Portland, 
and  in  his  active  life  w'as  a man  of  great  exec- 
utive ability,  handling  extensive  business  in- 
terests most  successfully.  He  was  born  in  the 
western  part  of  County  Cork,  Ireland,  about 
1823,  a son  of  John  Wiseman,  who*  was  of  Eng- 
lish parentage. 

John  Wiseman  was  very  well-to-do,  and 
was  the  owner  of  a shoe  factory,  besides  be- 
ing engaged  in  farming.  Several  of  his  sons 
left  Ireland  and  sought  home  and  fortune  in 
the  New  World.  On  son,  William,  became 
extensively  engaged  in  mining  in  Peru,  South 
America,  and  left  a very  valuable  estate.  Anoth- 
er son,  Thomas,  at  one  time  held  a prominent 
position  under  the  Mexican  government. 

George  Wiseman  came  to  this  country  in 
early  manhood,  and  resided  variously  in  Con- 
necticut, Wisconsin  and  Kansas  before  his 
marriage.  After  that  event  he  located  in  Leav- 
enworth, Kansas,  then  in  its  infancy.  Mr. 
Wiseman  engaged  in  farming  and  made  ex- 
tensive investments  in  land.  He  also  owned 
and  operated  a farm  in  Atchison  county,  that 
State.  After  seven  years  in  the  Sunflower 
State,  Mr.  Wiseman  and  his  wife,  in  1865,  vis- 
ited in  Boston,  and  after  a short  stay  there  lo- 
cated in  Portland,  Conn.,  where  he  was  for 
a time  employed  in  the  quarries — the  only  time 
in  his  entire  career  when  he  worked  for  others. 
In  1885  Mr.  Wiseman  removed  to  the  Alfred 
Hall  homestead,  in  Portland,  where  he  made 
extensive  improvements  and  expensive  altera- 
tions, until  it  was  one  of  the  elegant  homes  of 
the  town.  Here  he  died  of  apoplexy  February 
9,  1900. 

In  Boston  Mr.  Wiseman  married  Mary  A. 
McConnell,  who  was  born  near  Bandon,  Coun- 
ty Cork,  Ireland,  in  August,  1829,  fourth  child 
and  second  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Wood)  McConnell,  and  wbo  came  to  this 
■country  when  about  eighteen  years  old.  John 
McConnell  was  a merchant  in  Ireland  and  be- 
longed to  a most  respectable  family ; he  died 


there  and  his  widow  came  to  this  country.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
two  were  boys.  Elizabeth  (Wood)  McConnell 
was  a second  cousin  to-  Benjamin  F.  Gash,  a 
noted  divine  of  the  Episcopal  church  in  Ire- 
land, and  she  had  other  relatives  who>  were 
prominent  professional  men  and  government 
employes. 

The  following  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wiseman:  Mary  E,,  born  in  Kan- 

sas, died  unmarried  in  Portland,  when  thirty- 
three  years  old ; John  C.,  a machinist  in  Hart- 
ford, is  the  father  of  five  children;  George  T., 
who  had  graduated  from  the  Middletown  high 
school  with  honors,  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen, 
while  he  was  a student  at  Wesleyan  Univer- 
sity; and  Frances  E.  married  Oliver  Anderson, 
of  New  Haven,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren. Mrs.  Wiseman  is  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  (with  which  her  late  hus- 


by  Bishop  Ludlow  Thompson,  when  she  was 
but  sixteen  years  old.  Mr.  Wiseman  belonged 
to  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  was  a stanch 
Republican.  He,  as  well  as  his  wife,  came  of 
a very  superior  ancestry,  and  always  enjoyed 
the  respect  due  to  good  breeding  and  right 
living. 

DANIEL  W.  PRIOR,  an  enterprising 
young  farmer  in  the  Hubbard  District  of  the 
town  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  was 
born  at  South  Farms,  in  the  same  town,  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1859,  an(I  when  about  twelve  years 
old  came  to-  his  present  home  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Prior  is  of  remote  English  ancestry, 
tracing  his  descent  to  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  America,  Humphrey  Prior,  who1  settled  in 
the  town  of  Windsor,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  “Great  River,”  and  was 
married  November  12,  1663,  to-  Ann  Osborn, 
who  was  born  January  13,  1648,  and  who 
bore  him  two-  children:  John,  born  February 

14,  1665  ; and  Daniel,  born  December  18,  1667. 
Humphrey  Prior  died  in  Hartford  county  Sep- 
tember 29,  1682.  Daniel  Prior,  the  younger  of 
the  two  children,  was  the  first  of  the  family 
to  come  to-  Middletown,  where  he  married, 
February  9,  1693,  for  his  first  wife,  Sarah  Eg- 
gleston; for  his  second  wife  he  married  Mary, 
widow  of  John  Lucas,  March  9,  1708-09. 

William  Prior,  grandfather  of  Daniel  W., 
was  born  in  the  Bow  Lane  District  of  Middle- 
town,  was  a farmer  all  his  life,  and  died  when 
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but  little  past  middle  age.  He  married  Susan 
Harris,  of  Johnson  Lane,  who  lived  to*  be  about 
sixty-four  years  old.  Eight  children  were  born 
to  them,  in  the  following  order : Martha  mar- 
ried Buckley  Whitmore,  of  Maromas,  and 
became  the  mother  of  Edward,  Chauncey 
and  Noah,  of  Maromas;  William,  who 
married  Susan  Bailey,  was  a farmer, 
and  died  on  the  old  homestead ; Lucy  married 
Talcott  Brooks,  a farmer  in  the  Hubbard  Dis- 
trict, where  she  ended  her  days;  Daniel  H. 
was  the  father  of  Daniel  W. ; Josiah  was  a 
farmer  on  a large  scale  in  the  Bow  Lane  Dis- 
trict, where  he  died;  Warren,  a machinist, 
married  Caroline  Newell,  and  died  at  his  home 
in  South  Farms;  Susan,  who  was  a mute,  died 
unmarried;  Olive  married  Joseph  Johnson,  a 
farmer  on  EanrWETill,  where  her  death  took 
place. 

Daniel  H.  Prior  was  born  October  14,  1814, 
in  the  Bow  Lane  District,  in  a house  which 
has  since  been  demolished.  He  attended  the 
district  schools  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  and 
was  then  apprenticed  to  the  blacksmith’s  trade 
at  Middletown,  under  the  father  of  Marvin 
R.  Warner,  now  a resident  of  West  Cromwell. 
A few  months  before  the  time  stipulated  in  his 
indentures  he  purchased  his  liberty.  He  had 
learned  the  trade  thoroughly,  and  forthwith 
went  to  Springfield,  Mass.  After  working  a 
short  time  in  the  Armory  he  was  offered  a bet- 
ter position  by  Richard  Hoe,  the  famous  print- 
ingpress  manufacturer  in  New  York,  by  whom 
he  was  employed  for  about  three  years,  dur- 
ing which  period  he  was  rewarded  by  frequent 
increases  in  salary,  and  was  appointed  a fore- 
man. Lie  was  the  first  blacksmith  in  the  great 
city  to'  weld  steel.  As  he  was  obliged  to  work 
under  gaslight  bis  eyesight  became  impaired 
and  be  resigned. 

On  his  return  to  Middletown  Mr.  Prior 
erected  a shop  at  South  Farms  and  carried  on 
his  trade  until  sixty-eight  years  old,  when  he 
purchased  the  farm  now  owned  by  bis  son, 
Daniel  W.,  and  prospered  as  a farmer  until 
within  a few  vears  of  his  death,  when  failing 
health  necessitated  his  retirement,  lie  passed 
away  March  20,  1893,  and  was  buried  in  Inarm 
Hill  cemetery.  lie  attended  the  l niversalist 
Church,  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  served 
two  years  on  the  board  of  selectmen,  b inter- 
nally he  was  an  Odd  bellow  , and  no  man  was 
more  highly  respected  than  lie  in  the  various 


communities  in  which  he  had  lived,  and  in  die 
different  relations  of  life. 

Daniel  H.  Prior  was  first  married,  May 
23,  1837,  to  Chloe  Hubbard,  a native  of  Mid- 
dletown, and  a daughter  of  Simeon  and  Chloe 
(M  illiams)  Hubbard.  To  this  union  came 
three  children,  viz. : Emma  Jane,  born  March 
27,  1838,  was  married  June  25,  1873.  to  Sam- 
uel Bidwell,  a farmer  at  South  Farms,  and  has 
one  child,  Ernest  S.,  born  February  13,  1881. 
Martha  S.,  born  January  19,  1840.  was  mar- 
ried October  5,  1869,  to  C.  C.  Tryon,  a black- 
smith at  South  Farms,  and  has  four  children — 
Charles  \Y.,  born  September  4.  1S70,  who  mar- 
ried Lucy  Stenson;  Jennie  L..  born  September 
27,  1873,  who  married  L<  uis  Davis;  Daniel 
E.,  born  December  18,  1875;  and  Louis,  born 
I August  8,  1878.  Chloe  Almira,  the  voungest 
of  the  three  children  born  to  Daniel  H.  and 
Chloe  Prior,  was  born  January  29,  1842,  and 
died  August  20th.  same  year. 

Mrs.  Chloe  (Hubbard)  Prior  died  in  the 
city  of  New  York  January  27,  1852.  and  for 
his  second  wife  Daniel  H.  Prior  married.  April 
7,  1857,  Miss  Joanna  L.  Burr,  who  was  born 
April  26,  1S26,  in  Haddam,  Conn.  They  had 
one  child,  Daniel  \\  .,  whose  name  opens  this 
biographical  review. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Joanna  L.  Prior  were 
William  and  Sally  ( Johnson)  Burr,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  April  15,  1703.  and  died 
May  3,  1883;  'he  latter  born  April  7.  1704. 
died  November  6,  1865.  They  were  married 
April  2b,  j 8.1  2,  and  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  viz.;  Martin  L.,  born  May  i8.  1S13. 
married  Lucrelia  Kelsey,  was  a farmer,  and 
died  in  Killingworth.  David  ('..  born  Decem- 
ber 28,  1814.  married  Martha  Miller,  was  a 
quarryman  at  Maromas.  and  was  killed  by  an 
accident.  William  II..  horn  July  2.  1817.  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Brainard,  was  a farmer  and 
miller,  and  died  in  Haddam.  Nelson,  Irorn 
March  t <>.  t8io.  married  Rebecca  Wilcox,  was 
a farmer,  and  also  died  in  Haddam.  Sylves- 
ter, born  August  3,  1822,  married  Betsey  Burr, 
and  was  also  a farmer  in  Haddam.  where  his 
death  took  place.  Joanna  L.  married  Daniel 
II.  Prior.  Sarah  R.  (deceased)  was  the  wife 
of  Halsey  Thomas,  of  Middletown.  \aron, 
born  May  2.  1832.  married  Jane  Spencer,  and 
died  on  his  farm  in  Haddam. 

Daniel  W.  Prior  was  primarilv  educated  in 
South  I arms,  and  afterward  attended  the  Mid- 
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dletown  high  school,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1 876,  his  class  being  the  largest  that  had, 
up  to  that  time,  ever  been  enrolled  in  that 
school.  He  was  at  once  proffered  promising 
and  remunerative  positions  in  business  houses, 
but  declined  them  and  returned  to  the  home 
farm  (he  being  the  only  son),  assisting  his  fa- 
ther until  the  latter’s  death,  when  the  place, 
comprising  forty-five  acres,  came  into  his  own 
possession.  He  also  owns  a large  sandbank, 
which,  for  twenty-five  years  or  more,  has  sup- 
plied sand  for  building  purposes,  which  he  hauls 
to  Middletown,  being  the  owner  of  several 
good  teams. 

Mr.  Prior  married,  October  11,  1888,  Miss 
Alice  C.  Wright,  a native  of  Clinton,  Middle- 
sex county  and  a daughter  of  David  L.  and 
Amelia  Wright ; to1  this  union  no  children  have 
been  born.  Mrs.  Prior  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  which  M'r.  Prior  also  at- 
tends. 1 1 

In  politics  Mr.  Prior  is  one  of  the  most  ac- 
tive and  enthusiastic  Democrats  in  the  town  of 
Middletown.  He  served  on  the  board  of  select- 
men in  1894,  1895  and  1896,  has  been  assessor 
two  years,  and  is  a member  of  the  Democratic 
State  Central  Committee,  Fraternally  he  is 
a member  of  Apollo  Lodge,  No.  33,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  of  Middletown,  and  of  Mattabessett 
Council,  No.  704,  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  a 
very  popular  young  man  and  is  considered  one 
of  the  most  enterprising  citizens  of  his  age  in 
.Middletown  town. 

JOHN  FRANKLIN  WALKER,  one  of 
Portland’s  self-made,  reliable  and  thrifty  bus- 
iness men,  conducts  the  leading  ice  and  truck- 
ing interest  of  that  town.  He  was  born  in 
Portland  September  1,  1861,  eldest  child  of 
Thomas  and  Eliza  (Downey)  Walker. 

Thomas  Walker  was  born  in  Lanca- 
shire, England,  in  December,  1830,  a son  of 
Thomas  Walker,  Sr.,  a joiner  by  trade.  He 
was  a man  of  large  and  majestic  proportions, 
standing  six  feet  and  two'  inches  in  height, 
and  weighing  over  two  hundred  pounds.  When 
he  was  but  a young  man  he  left  his  native  coun- 
try and  came  to  the  United  States.  Having  a 
love  for  adventure  and  exploration,  he  trav- 
eled through  this  country  quite  extensively,  es- 
pecially through  the  Southern  States.  Lie  re- 
turned to  England  for  a brief  period,  and  then 
came  back  to  the  United  States,  locating  in 
Portland,  where  lie  found  employment  in  the 


quarries.  It  was  in  this  city  that  he  met  and 
married  Eliza  Downey,  who  was  born  in  Coun- 
ty Armagh,  Ireland,  July  26,  1826,  daughter  of 
James  and  Jane  (Nesbit)  Downey,  the  latter 
of  Scotch  birth.  Mrs.  Eliza  (Downey)  Walker 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1851,  on  the  Black 
Star  Line,  leaving  England  May  12th,  and 
reached  her  destination  at  Little  Falls,  N.  J., 
June  1 2th.  She  entered  the  home  of  William 
F.  Beattie,  the  great  carpet  manufacturer, 
whom  she  had  known  in  Ireland.  Her  parents 
followed  in  a short  time  and  settled  at  Astoria, 
L.  L,  where  in  course  of  nature  they  died,  and 
were  buried.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Walker 
settled  at  Portland  soon  after  their  marriage, 
and  here  he  worked  in  the  quarries  for  years, 
and  was  in  the  employment  of  a quarry  com- 
pany at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  July,  1892. 
Previous  to  this  time  he  had  been  performing 
the  duties  of  night  watchman  in  the  Brainerd 
quarries  for  some  time.  In  April,  1863,  he 
removed  his  family  to  the  home  where  his  son, 
John  F.,  is  now  living.  At  that  time  the  house 
was  small  and  inconvenient,  but  he  added  to  it 
and  greatly  improved  it,  and  built  a better 
house  in  front,  until  it  was  made  a very  com- 
fortable and  attractive  structure.  He  was  a 
hard-working  and  industrious  man,  and  with 
the  aid  of  an  excellent  wife,  reared  a family 
that  would  do  credit  to>  any  parentage.  His 
widow  is  still  living,  and  has  her  home  on  the 
old  homestead.  She  is  very  active  for  her  ad- 
vanced years,  and  is  a highly  estimable  Chris- 
tian woman,  having  been  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  for  over  fifty  years.  Mr. 
Walker  was  a Republican  and  a good  citizen. 
To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  five  children : 
(1)  John  F.  (2)  William,  born  August  14, 
1863,  was  killed  by  falling  from  his  father’s  ice 
house  when  it  was  in  process  of  construction,  in 
January,  1888;  he  was  learning  the  plas- 
terer's trade  in  New  York,  and  was  home  on 
a visit.  (3)  Mary  E.,  born  April  8,  1865,  mar- 
ried the  Rev.  Jesse  Rawlins,  of  the  Methodist 
church,  and  is  the  mother  of  five  children.  (4) 
Eliza  A.,  born  June  14,  1867,  is  unmarried  and 
resides  at  home.  (5)  Thomas  J.,  born  March 
29,  1870,  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  and  is 
one  of  the  steady  and  reliable  young  men  of 
Portland. 

John  F.  Walker  had  a district  school  educa- 
tion, and  as  the  eldest  child  of  his  parents,  he 
was  early  called  into  active  life.  While  still 
a lad  he  was  given  a horse  and  truck,  and  began 
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doing  odd  jobs  and  light  work.  His  first  horse 
he  owned  in  partnership  with  his  father,  and 
when  he  became  sole  owner  of  a horse  he  felt 
as  if  a great  step  had  been  taken  in  the  devel- 
opment of  his  fortune.  He  proved  thoroughly 
reliable  and  trustworthy,  and  as  he  w*as  indus- 
trious his  rise  in  the  world  was  sure,  though 
gradual.  Each  year  saw  his  condition  some- 
what improved,  and  as  his  finances  improved 
he  added  to  his  equipment  until  it  is  now  the 
most  extensive  in  his  line  in  the  town.  He  is 
a general  truckman  and  ice  dealer,  and  wher- 
ever he  is  known  his  word  is  accepted  unques- 
tioningly. 

In  April,  1891,  Mr.  Walker  was  married 
to  Miss  Camille  Brochon,  who  was  born  in 
Portland  October  2,  1869,  a daughter  of  George 
and  Catherine  (Cunot)  Brochon.  They  have 
one  child,  Gladys  E.,  born  in  January,  1893. 
Mr.  Walker  lived  with  his  parents  until  his 
marriage,  and  after  his  father's  death,  bought 
the  land  belonging  to  the  paternal  estate,  and 
built  his  comfortable  home,  which  is  kept  up  in 
the  most  creditable  manner.  He  conducts  an 
extensive  business,  employs  from  four  to  six 
men,  and  works  six  horses.  His  standing  in 
the  business  world  is  excellent,  and  his  credit 
at  the  bank  good  for  any  amount  he  may  need. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  takes  a 
keen  interest  in  seeing  that  honest  and  upright 
men  hold  the  public  offices.  He  is  a charter 
member  of  the  Portland  branch  of  the  New 
England  Order  of  Protection,  and  is  also  a 
charter  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  at  Port- 
land. Mrs.  Walker  is  a Methodist. 

JAMES  LONGWORTH,  whose  position 
among  the  substantial  and  reputable  citizens  of 
Middletown  is  beyond  question,  is  the  son  of 
Samuel  Longworth,  who  was  born  in  Lanca- 
shire, England,  June  4,  1810,  and  was  left  an 
orphan  at  a very  early  age,  the  father  dying 
when  Samuel  was  only  nine  years  of  age,  the 
mother  a little  over  a year  earlier.  I he  chil- 
dren were  scattered  and  Samuel  went  to  live 
with  an  uncle.  lie  had  already  begun  the  bat- 
tle of  life  for  himself,  working  in  a factory  as 
helper  to  block  printers  in  the  making  o!  oil 
cloth.  1 1 is  wages  were  small,  and  went  to  the 
support  of  the  family.  This  uncle  with  whom 
Samuel  Longworth  made  his  home  was  cm 
ployed  in  the  same  factory,  and  the  lad  contin 
tied  at  his  trade,  remaining  with  his  uncle  until 
he  had  learned  same.  Then  he  started  out  as 


a journeyman,  and,  traveling  about,  worked  in 
different  factories  in  England  and  Scotland. 
He  made  his  way  from  factory  to  factory, 
mostly  on  foot,  and  finally,  locating  in  Scot- 
land, was  employed  in  a factory  there  when  a 
cousin,  John  Berry,  came  to  the  United  States 
to  establish  a rubber  cutting  department  for  the 
Russell  Manufacturing  Company,  at  Middle- 
town.  This  cousin,  finding  the  demand  for 
experienced  workmen  good,  sent  for  Mr. 
Longworth,  and  that  gentleman  arrived  in 
1854,  taking  his  place  in  the  Russell  factory. 
These  two  were  the  first  workmen  to  put  rub- 
ber in  webbing,  such  as  is  used  to-day  for  web- 
bing. The  panic  of  1857  threw  Samuel  Long- 
worth  and  many  others  out  of  work.  He  went 
to  the  State  of  New  York,  and  found  employ- 
ment as  a block  printer  at  Troy.  W hen  times 
became  better  he  came  back  to  Middletown, 
and  resumed  his  work  as  a rubber  cutter  with 
the  Russell  Company,  sending  for  his  family 
in  1859.  In  1862  he  purchased  a farm  in  the 
Johnson  Lane  District  of  Middletown,  which 
was  known  as  the  William  McGee  farm,  con- 
sisting of  forty  acres,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
purchase  he  owed  for  nearly  its  entire  value. 
There  he  put  up  all  the  buildings  and  made 
very  extensive  improvements,  and  followed 
farming  all  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  met  with 
marked  success  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
owned  250  acres.  Mr.  Longworth  went  into 
tobacco  culture  very  extensively,  and  was  also 
engaged  in  dairying.  He  died  suddenly  from 
pneumonia,  March  23.  1898.  and  was  buried 
in  the  Farm  Hill  cemetery.  A strong  Republi- 
can, he  was  no  office  seeker.  In  religious  con- 
nection he  belonged  to  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  was  a quiet  and  unostentatious 
man,  very  honorable  and  upright  in  all  his 
dealings,  and  had  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the 
entire  community. 

Samuel  Longworth  married  Mrs.  Marga- 
ret ( Pettigrew)  Logan,  who  was  born  in  Scot- 
land November  22.  1818.  and  first  married 
William  Logan,  to  whom  she  bore  the  follow- 
ing children:  ( 1)  John,  born  January  8, 

1840.  is  mentioned  elsewhere.  (2)  Margaret 
M.,  born  July  25,  1841,  is  the  wife  of  D.  1). 
Chattaway.  13)  Jeanette,  I torn  November  23. 
1843,  married  \le\  Ritchie,  and  died  in  Rock 
ville,  Conn.  (4)  Alex,  born  January  18.  1846, 
died  February  7.  1847.  William  I.ogan  died 
November  17.  1840,  and  the  widow  married 
Samuel  Longworth.  I hey  had  the  following 
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children:  James,  born  July  2,  1854;  and  Eliz- 
abeth, born  in  1855,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  seventeen.  Mrs.  Longworth  died  March 
4,  1897,  and  *s  buried  in  Farm  Hill  cemetery. 

James  Longworth  was  born  in  Paisley,  in 
the  southern  part  of  Scotland,  near  Glasgow, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  mother 
and  other  members  of  the  family  in  1859,  liv- 
ing at  South  Farms,  where  he  began  attend- 
ing the  district  school.  He  studied  at  the  John- 
son Lane  school,  and  when  he  was  older 
worked  for  his  father  on  the  home  farm.  When 
the  infirmities  of  age  overcame  that  gentleman, 
lie  took  charge  of  the  farm,  where  he  has  re- 
mained to  the  present  time,  displaying  much 
business  ability  and  becoming  very  prosperous. 
Mr.  Longworth  builds  from  four  to  six  tene- 
ment houses  yearly,  and  now  .owns  about  thirty 
houses,  which  he  rents  at,  good  figures,  all  but 
twoi  built  by  himself.  He  has  sold  others  which 
he  built.  The  history  of  Mr.  Longworth  fur- 
nishes an  excellent  example  of  what  push,  en- 
ergy and  business  foresight  can  accomplish. 
His  success  has  not  come  without  periods 
when  to  many  the  prospects  would  have  been 
discouraging,  to  say  the  least;  but  with  the 
persistency  and  vim  so  characteristic  of  his 
nationality,  he  overcame  all  obstacles,  and  won 
for  himself  a substantial  position  as  a business 
man  and  a most  honorable  one  as  a citizen. 
Mr.  Longworth  was  for  two  years  engaged 
in  brick  manufacturing  with  Eugene  Strick- 
land, in  Cromwell,  Conn.,  disposing  of  his  in- 
terests in  that  industry  in  1902,  his  extensive 
real  estate  holdings  and  management  of  his 
property  demanding  all  his  time.  In  his  po- 
litical affiliation  he  is  a Republican,  and  has 
been  a member  of  the  board  of  relief  since 
1894.  Mr.  Longworth  was  formerly  enrolled 
in  Central  Lodge,  No.  12,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is 
a charter  member  of  Mattabessett  Grange,  in 
which  he  has  filled  offices. 

Mr.  Longworth  was  married  December  4, 
1890,  to'  Mary  A.  Roberts,  of  Middletown,  a 
native  of  Durham,  Conn.,  born  December  11, 
1859,  daughter  of  Aimer  J.  and  Martha  C. 
(Hickox)  Roberts,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren: Samuel  A.,  born  January  10,  1895; 

Muriel  H.,  August  5,  1896;  and  Martha  R., 
January  22,  1900. 

MRS.  CLARINE  A.  SKINNER,  of  East 
Hampton,  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  hon- 
ored old  families  of  Middlesex  county,  the 


Markhams.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Markham,  Sr.,  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Asenith  Smith,  his  second  Annie 
(Esterbrook)  Niles.  By  the  first  union  there 
were  four  children,  one  of  whom,  John  Mark- 
ham, Jr.,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Skinner,  was  born 
in  1792,  in  the  Chestnut  Hill  District,  town  of 
Chatham,  Middlesex  county,  and  died  May  31, 
1874.  In  his  native  town  he  married  Ruby 
Bolles,  daughter  of  William  and  Abigail 
(Strong)  Bolles.  She  died  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
six  years.  In  their  family  were  seven  children, 
namely : Amanda,  who  was  married  October 

7,  1839,  to  Vine  B.  Starr;  Louisa,  widow  of 
Thomas  H.  Winstandley,  who  lived  in  Ken- 
tucky many  years,  but  now  resides  with  Mrs. 
Skinner ; Lydia  Ann,  wife  of  Anson  Hyde,  of 
Columbia,  Conn.;  John  Smith,  who  married 
Eliza  Young,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Middle  Eladdam,  Conn. ; Abigail  Aurelia,  who 
died  October  18,  1854,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  years;  Clarine  A.,  Mrs.  Skinner;  and 
William  Watson,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five 
and  one-half  years. 

Clarine  A.  Markham  was  born  in  Middle 
Hadclam  Society,  town  of  Chatham,  January 
5,  1828,  and  attended  what  was  then  known  as 
the  academy,  near  her  home,  in  the  center  of 
the  Chestnut  Hill  school  district.  On  October 
7,  1849,  sbe  was  united  in  marriage  with  Henry 
Skinner,  and  to'  them  came  the  following  chil- 
dren : ( 1 ) David  Hawley,  born  October  30, 

1850,  married  Imogene  C.  Latham,  and  died 
June  2,  1888.  (2)  Adelle  A.,  born  July  18, 

1853,  married  David  L.  Stewart,  of  Bath,  N. 
Y.,  and  they  have  five  children,  Bertha,  Haw- 
ley S.,  Henry  P.,  David  L.  and  Imogene.  (3) 
Warren  A.,  born  July  12,  1856,  married  Eliz- 
abeth M.  Mathew,  and  is  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (4)  Clarence 
H.,  born  October  18,  1866,  married  Martha 
Post,  a native  of  St.  Remy,  N.  Y.,  and  they 
now  reside  in  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey. 

Henry  Skinner  was  an  active,  wide- 
awake business  man  of  the  town  of  Chatham. 
In  early  life  he  learned  the  wheelwright’s 
trade,  and  was  called  upon  to  build  many  mills, 
dams,  waterwheels,  etc.,  in  all  parts  of  the 
State.  The  largest  waterwheel  within  its  bor- 
ders. located  at  Turnerville,  was  built  by  him, 
and  he  erected  and  operated  a large  grist  and 
saw  mill  in  the  section  of  the  town  of  Chatham 
commonly  called  Skinnerville.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  In 
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early  life  he  was  a Democrat,  but  after  the 
split  in  that  party  during  the  Civil  war  he 
united  with  the  Republican,  and  was  ever  after- 
ward a strong  upholder  of  the  principles  of  that 
party,  being  an  active  political  worker,  though 
not  an  office  seeker.  He  died  May  14,  1892, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him  on 
account  of  his  sterling  worth  and  many  excel- 
lencies of  character.  His  estimable  wife  still 
survives  him,  and  has  a large  circle  of  friends 
in  the  community  where  she  has  so  long  made 
her  home. 

CHARLES  H.  EMILY.  Among  those 
who  for  years  have  been  closely  identified  with 
the  mercantile  interests  of  Moodus,  Middlesex 
county,  is  Charles  Ht  Emily,  a man  of  probity 
and  uprightness  of  character,  possessed  of  pro- 
gressive business  instincts,  and  one  who  has 
the  entire  confidence  of  his  own  community  as 
well  as  of  the  people  in  the  surrounding  dis- 
tricts. 

Charles  Id.  Emily  was  born  in  Marlboro, 
Conn.,  October  9,  1851,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Tamar  < Ivison)  Emily.  Joseph  Emily  was 
born  in  Carlisle,  England,  March  21,  1815,  and 
died  December  8,  1887.  His  wife  was  a daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Nancy  (Lancaster)  Ivison, 
was  born  in  Carlisle,  England,  November  14. 
1815,  and  died  December  9,  1897.  The  father 
was  engaged  in  factory  work  in  England 
where  he  married  and  where  one  child  was 
born  to  him,  that  died  infancy.  In  1841  he 
came  to  America,  locating  at  Newport,  R.  I., 
where  he  remained  about  six  months.  lie  then 
moved  to  Willimantic,  later  to  Marlboro,  and 
then  to  Moodus,  Conn.,  where  for  more  than 
I thirty  years  he  resided,  deeply  interested  in 
manufacturing.  Both  he  and  his  good  wife  are 
buried  in  the  beautiful  cemetery  at  Moodus. 
To  them  were  born:  William;  George  I.; 
Annie;  William;  Sarah  A.;  Charles  H.;  and 
Ellagene. 

Charles  H.  Emily  came  to  Moodus  when 
but  twelve  years  of  age,  and  after  attending 
the  public  schools  spent  two  terms  at  the  1 
necticut  Literary  Institute,  Suffiefld,  t on  it. 
While  still  a mere  boy  he  became  clerk  in  a gen- 
eral store  owned  by  William  R.  Brainard,  and 
for  a number  of  years  held  a similar  pi  itmn 

in  the  stores  of  D.  S.  & A.  I'..  Purple,  <>1  M I 

us.  For  two  years  he  was  in  the  grocery  bud 
ness  with  John  II.  Cone,  under  the  linn  name 
of  Cone  & Emily.  In  June,  1890,  Mr.  Emil' 
57 


was  appointed  postmaster,  but  was  succeeded 
by  a Democtat  when  Mr.  Cleveland  became 
President.  During  his  tenure  of  office  he  gave 
unbounded  satisfaction.  During  all  of  his  vot- 
ing days  Mr.  Emily  has  closely  identified  him- 
self with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has 
held  various  local  offices. 

On  November  18,  1884,  Mr.  Emily  mar- 
ried Miss  Frances  Electa  Fuller,  who  most 
charmingly  presided  over  their  pleasant  home. 
She  was  a lady  of  many  graces  of  mind,  and 
united  with  her  husband  in  promoting  the  good 
work  of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
she  was  an  active  member.  Mrs.  Emily  de- 
parted this  life  October  4,  1901,  and  October 
7th  she  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Moodus. 

Among  the  many  interesting  and  beautiful 
decorations  of  the  Emily  home  are  two  earth- 
enware pitchers,  bearing  the  names  of  Mrs. 
Emily’s  great-grandparents,  Isaiah  and  Azu- 
bah  (Williams)  Arnold,  and  brought  by  them 
from  England  to  America. 

EUNICE  W.  EDW  ARDS,  widow  of  Sol- 
omon Edwards,  was  born  February  29,  1828, 
in  South  Glastonbury,  a daughter  of  Lewis  and 
Amy  (Tennant)  Strickland. 

Stephen  Strickland,  her  grandfather,  was 
a farmer,  and  lived  on  the  banks  of  Roaring 
Brook.  He  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  nine- 
ty-four years,  and  was  buried  in  South  Glas- 
tonbury. He  had  a family  a>  follows:  Jo- 

seph, who  was  a farmer,  and  lived  in  South 
Glastonbury;  Lewis,  who  is  mentioned  above 
as  the  father  of  Mrs.  Edwards;  Nano  and 
Nellie,  who  both  died  unmarried:  and  Mary, 
who  went  West. 

Lewis  Strickland  spent  his  entire  life  in 
South  Glastonbury,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing. lie  was  a go<*l  citizen  and  a successful 
agriculturist,  llis  wife,  Amy  Tennant,  was  a 
native  of  the  same  tow  n,  and  the)  were  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children:  Joseph,  a 

ship  carpenter  and  farmer  of  South  Glaston- 
burv:  Frank  C.,  a tailor,  who  married  and 
lived  in  South  Glastonbury;  Henry,  who  was 
a blacksmith  and  died  young;  Watson,  of 
South  Glastonburv  : Alma,  w ho  married  Daniel 
Stevens,  a merchant  in  South  Glastonbury: 
Lucy,  who  married  Paul  llarvey,  a tinner  and 
lived  in  St.  Louis;  Martha,  who  married  Aaron 
W.  Kinne.  a farmer  and  a mason  and  lived  in 
South  Glastonbury  ; Sarah,  w ho  married  Ralph 
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Savage,  of  Cromwell,  a successful  merchant 
ot  that  town;  and  Eunice  W. 

Eunice  W.  Strickland  married  (first)  Av- 
ery Tennant,  after  his  death  became,  on  De- 
cember 1869,  the  wife  oif  Solomon  Ed- 
wards, with  whose  career  she  w'as:  thorough- 
ly identified.  She  is  now  a widow  and  is  one 
of  the  highly  respected  old  ladies  of  Port- 
land. After  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Edwards,  she 
came  to  live  on  his  farm,  where  she  has  since 
resided. 

Solomon  Edwards  was  born  and  grew  to 
manhood  under  the  inspirations  of  a good  fam- 
ily and  an  honored  parentage.  An  account  of 
Ins  life  will  be  found  in  the  biography  of  Wat- 
son Edwards,  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

CHARLES  GUSTAFSON,  second  select- 
man of  Portland,  is  one  of  the  best  known  and 
prominent  men  of  his  nationality  in  the  town, 
where  many  of  the  good  citizens  claim  Sweden 
as  the  land  of  their  birth.  He  was  born  July 
30,  1847,  Vestergotland,  Sweden,  and  in 
1871  came  to  this  country,  making  the  voyage 
in  eighteen  days  from  Liverpool  to  the  city  of 
New  York,  on  the  steamer  “France.”  Deep 
River,  Conn.,  was  his  immediate  objective 
point,  and  there  he  earned  his  first  American 
money.  The  Connecticut  Valley  Railway 
was  then  under  construction  and  he  found  em- 
ployment along  the  line.  His  first  year  in  the 
United  States  was  discouraging  as  he  was  sick 
much  of  the  time,  and  his  little  store  of  money 
was  very  nearly  exhausted.  In  1872  he  came 
to  Portland,  and  was  a workman  in  the  quar- 
ries for  some  two>  years.  For  a time  he 
worked  in  the  lumber  regions  of  northern 
Pennsylvania,  and  then  in  a large  tannery  in 
that  country.  His  health  being  restored  he 
came  back  to  Portland,  but  after  a short  inter- 
val he  went  south,  and  travelled  through  a 
wide  section  of  the  country,  seeking  a favor- 
able location,  but  he  found  very  little  to  sat- 
isfy him.  He  came  a third  time  to  Portland, 
and  entered  the  service  of  the  Misses  Brain- 
ard,  as  coachman,  and  was  employed  by  them 
for  five  years.  After  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  resumed  his  quarry  work,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  had  charge  of  a hoisting  ma- 
chine at  the  yard.  Mr.  Gustafson  saw  an  oppor- 
tunity to  go  into  a business  then  not  occupied 
and  started  a bakery  on  a small  scale  in  his 
present  store.  There  had  been  other  attempts 
to  inaugurate  such  an  enterprise,  but  they  had 


all  eventuated  in  failure.  Mr.  Gustafson 
made  different  record.  Starting  on  a small  j 
scale,  in  a little  building,  with  one  baker  and 
a single  team,  he  watched  his  trade,  catered  to 
its  needs,  and  now  has  a business  that  employs  !; 
four  bakers,  and  keeps  three  teams  constantly 
at  work  caring  for  his  largely  increased  busi- 
ness. He  covers  Portland,  Middletown,  Hig- 
ganum,  East  Hampton,  Haddam  Neck,  Crom- 
well, Rocky  Hill  and  Glastonbury.  His  spe- 
cialties are  hard  bread  and  sweetened  biscuit, 
and  there  is  no  other  baker  in  this  section  of 
the  country  that  make  these  brands  of  goods.  t 
They  are  delivered  largely  to-  grocers  for  the 
retail  trade.  He  began  the  bakery  in  the  spring 
of  1892,  and  he  is  now  rated  among  the  more 
successful  men  of  this  community.  1 c 

In  '1885  Mr.  Gustafson  was  married  to 
Miss  Minnie  Johnson,  who  was  born  near  the 
city  of  Linkoping,  Sweden,  in  i860.  Their 
children  are:  Nellie  Regina,  Lillian  Othclia, 

Edwin  Carl  and  Emma.  One  child,  Elmer  1 - 
E.,  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Gustafson  is  now 
serving  his  'third  year  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  selectmen  of  Portland.  With  his 
family  he  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  Church.  He 
is  one  of  the  best  citizens  o;f  the  town,  thor-  ■ p- 
oughly  Americanized,  and  is  a man  of  unusual 
good  common  sense  and  sound  judgment. 

1 

GEORGE  H.*  BLAKE.  Among  the  well  ( 
known  business  men  of  Ivoryton,  Middlesex  : . 
county,  is  George  H.  Blake,  who  most  suc- 
cessfully conducts  a business  in  ice,  coal  and 
teaming  and  is  also  engaged  in  the  livery  bus- 
iness. 

Mr.  Blake’s  ancestors  were  among  the  old- 
est in  Northwestern  Connecticut.  Allen 
Blake,  his  grandfather,  was  a tanner  by  trade,  } 
and  lived  in  Winchester,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn., 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  His  wife 
Mabel  (Beach)  Blake,  who  survived  him  many 
years,  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eightv-two,  | 
the  mother  of  five  children,  the  youngest  be-  f 
ing  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Hervey  V.  Blake,  the  father  of  George  H., 
was  born  June  20,  1818,  in  Winchester,  where 
he  spent  his  early  life,  and  attended  school. 

He  settled  his  business  in  life  by  going  to  Hart- 
ford and  there  learning  the  trade  of  a tailor. 

For  some  years  he  followed  that  occupation  in 
Winsted,  but  later  bought  a farm  in  Harwin-  j 
ton,  consisting  of  eighty  acres,  and  was  a j 
farmer  until  1874,  when  he  came  to  Ivoryton.  , 
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There  he  'became  proprietor  of  a hotel,  known 
as  “Hotel  Ivoryton,  succeeding-  William  J. 
Lord.  This  house  of  rest  and  refreshment  he 
conducted  until  1887,  when  he  entered,  with 
George  H.,  his  son,  into  the  business  of  team- 
ing and  livery.  This  partnership  continued 
until  1894,  when  he.  sold  out  to  his  son.  He 
died  in  1901,  in  Torrington,  Conn.  A stanch 
Democrat,  he  was  once  prominent  in  politics, 
and  was  connected  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Hervey  V.  Blake  married  Celia  Cleveland, 
a native  of  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  born  in  1827, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Rachel  (Halcott) 
Cleveland,  the  former  of  whom  was  a school 
teacher,  later  a bookkeeper,  and,  for  many 
years,  county  school  supervisor.  Mrs.  Blake 
resides  in  Torrington.  'To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Her- 
vey Blake  were  born : Katherine,  who  died 

young;  Allen,  who  also  died  young;  Charles, 
who  married  Lillie  Atwater,  and  is  a prosper- 
ous physician,  living  at  Harwinton,  Conn. ; 
Samuel,  deceased;  Elizabeth,  who  married  F. 
F.  Fuessenich,  secretary  of  Hendey's  Machine 
Company,  Torrington,  Conn.;  George  H.; 
Mabel,  who  married  N.  E.  Shailer,  and  lives  in 
Torrington,  Conn. ; and  Maria,  who  married 
Dr.  Elias  Pratt,  and  also  lives  in  Torrington. 

George  H.  Blake  was  born  January  19, 
1858,  in  Winchester,  Conn.,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  Harwinton  common  schools, 
and  the  Morgan  School,  in  Clinton.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen,  he  left  school,  and  taught  in 
the  schools  of  Ivoryton  and  Saybrook  Point 
for  one  winter. 

I11  1878  Mr.  Blake  established  his  present 
business,  beginning  with  but  three  horses.  So 
rapidly  did  this  enterprise  grow  that  he  soon 
found  himself  obliged  to  add  to  his  stock.  He 
also  engaged  in  general  teaming,  this  line  im- 
mediately proving  profitable.  Later  he  en- 
gaged in  the  coal  and  ice  business,  and  still 
later  purchased  a well  drilling  outfit,  during 
the  busy  season  giving  employment  to  fifteen 
men  and  twenty  five  horses,  rhe  business  of 
Mr.  Blake  is  one  of  great  convenience  to  the 
residents  of  Ivoryton,  where  the  factories  re 
(pi ire  so  much  heavy  teaming.  All  of  this 
work  required  by  the  Comstock,  C hency  R t •».. 
is  done  by  him.  By  his  energy  and  competent 
management  Mr.  Blake  succeeds  in  everything 
lie  undertakes,  and  naturally  takes  a pride  in  his 
success,  as  it  has  been  largely  due  to  his  own 
efTi  irts. 

On  December  27.  1890,  George  11.  Make 


married  Antoinette  Ingham,  of  Old  Saybrook, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  (Ayer ) Ing- 
ham, and  a daughter,  Margaret,  born  Septem- 
ber 14,  1892,  has  blessed  this  union. 

An  active  Democrat,  Mr.  Blake  has  served 
several  terms  on  the  board  of  selectmen;  one 
term  as  first  selectman;  and  was  the  represen- 
tative from  Essex  to  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention, held  in  1902;  he  performed  the  duties 
of  all  offices  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
munity, where  he  is  most  highly  esteemed. 
For  many  years  a consistent  member  of  St. 
John’s  Episcopal  Church,  lie  is  at  present  one 
of  its  vestrymen.  The  residence  of  Mr.  Blake 
is  one  of  the  most  commodious  in  the  village, 
and  is  fitted  up  with  every  modern  conven- 
ience and  appliance.  The  family  is  one  of  the 
highest  respectability,  and  Mr.  Blake  possesses 
the  confidence  and  regard  of  business  men  ev- 
erywhere. 

FRANK  C.  HUBBARD,  the  youngest  in 
the  family  of  Hon.  Alfred  and  Julia  Ann  ( Pad- 
dock)  Hubbard,  of  whom  a lengthened  record 
is  given  in  a memoir  of  the  Hubbard  family 
elsewhere,  was  bom  in  the  West  Long  Hill 
District  of  Middletown.  Middlesex  Co..  Conn., 
February  25,  1855,  and  now  occupies  the  old 
homestead  which  has  been  in  the  possession  of 
the  Hubbard  family  for  generations.  When 
his  fine  old  brick  mansion  was  erected  the  clay 
was  hauled  from  a distance,  and  molded  into 
brick  and  burned  south  of  the  dwelling,  in  the 
construction  of  which  it  was  used. 

Frank  C.  Hubbard  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  at  Durham  Academy,  and 
! on  his  return  home  assisted  his  father  on  the 
; farm  until  the  latter  retired  from  active  work, 
when  he  assumed  full  charge,  and  now  owns 
the  place,  which  comprises  about  100  acres  of 
choice  land,  imnroved  with  excellent  farm 
buildings.  Mr.  Hubbard  carries  on  general 
farming,  grows  fruit,  and  cultivates  a few 
| acres  in  tobacco.  1 be  place  is  neat  and  well 
I kept  in  every  particular,  and  i-  regarded  as  one 
of  the  best  farms  <>f  its  si/e  in  the  town. 

On  November  10.  1XN1.  Mr.  Hubbard  mar- 
ried in  Derby,  Conn.,  Miss  Ida  M.  Chaffee,  a 
native  of  the  place.  Imrn  May  4,  1859.  only 
child  of  Charles  S.  and  Man  (Chalker)  Chaf- 
fee, the  former  of  whom  is  a machinist  and  ex- 
mayor  of  I )crby.  and  the  latter  a native  <>t  Dur- 
ham. Conn.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H ublrard  have 
been  born  five  children,  in  the  following  or- 
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der:  Ruth,  October  24,  1886;  Julia  M.,  Au- 

gust 1 6,  1 SSq  ; Carleton  S.  C.,  August  13, 
1891 ; Raymond  A.,  October  24,  1893 ; and  Le- 
land  F.,  July  14,  1896. 

Mr.  Hubbard  is  a Democrat  in  his  politi- 
cal affiliations,  but  has  never  been  an  office 
seeker;  socially  he  is  a member  of  Mattabes- 
sett  Grange,  and  religiously  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  South  Congregational  Church. 
Mr.  Hubbard  is  widely  known,  and  wherever 
known  is  highly  respected,  being  classed  among 
West  Long  Hill's  most  substantial  and  com- 
petent farmers. 

TIMOTHY  COLEMAN,  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  and  progressive  farmers  of  Mid- 
dletown, Middlesex  county,  is  living  on  his 
farm  in  West  Long  Hill,  near  the  Durham 
town  line.  This  is  one  of  the  best  kept  farms 
in  town,  and  its  every  detail  shows  the  touch 
of  a master  hand. 

Mr.  Coleman  was  born  in  County  Cork, 
Ireland,  where  his  father,  Thomas  Coleman, 
was  engaged  in  farming,  and  where  he  died 
about  twenty-five  years  ago.  He  married 
Mary  Clew,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
and  died  February  2,  1901,  in  Middletown, 
after  a peaceful  old  age.  They  had  the  fol- 
lowing children  : Timothy ; Mary,  who  is  now 

living  in  Middletown;  Thomas,  who  married 
Anna  Ragan,  lives  in  West  Long  Hill;  Will- 
iam, who  married  Elizabeth  Hennessey,  and  is 
living  in  Middletown ; Kate,  a resident  of  Mid- 
dletown ; and  two1  children  who  died  in  Ire- 
land in  infancy. 

Timothy  Coleman  was  born  September  1, 
1856,  and  received  a limited  education  in  the 
home  schools,  which  he  left  when  he  was  four- 
teen years  old.  He  was  employed  as  a farm 
hand,  which  work  paid  him  $100  a year  and 
his  board.  When  he  was  twenty-four  years 
old,  hearing  of  the  chances  afforded  poor  boys 
in  the  United  States,  he  decided  to  try  his 
fortune  in  the  land  of  promise.  With  his 
savings  he  paid  his  passage,  sailing  March  31, 
1 88 1,  from  Queenstown,  and  landing,  after  a 
rough  voyage  in  New  York,  with  little  money 
in  his  pocket,  but  with  stout  spirits.  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  was  his  destination,  and  on  the 
way  he  stopped  in  Middletown  to  see  his  uncle, 
William  Clew,  who'  advised  him  to’  stop  in  that 
place,  and  secured  work  for  him  with  Andrew 
Fitzgerald,  a farmer  of  West  Long  Hill,  in 
the  town  of  Middletown.  The  young  emi- 


grant remained  with  him  eight  months,  after 
which,  for  a year,  he  was  with  Richard  Davis. 
On  the  expiration  of  his  engagement  with  the 
latter  he  began  working  for  Stephen  Miller, 
who  owned  the  farm  which  is  now  the  property 
of  Mr.  Coleman,  continuing  with  him  until  his 
death,  after  which  he  bought  the  farm  from 
the  heirs.  At  the  time  of"  his  purchase  it  con- 
sisted of  100  acres  to'  which  he  has  since  added 
forty  acres.  On  this  property  Mr.  Coleman 
has  made  extensive  improvements,  building 
new  barns,  remodeling  the  house,  etc.,  until 
the  entire  appearance  of  the  property  has  been 
greatly  changed.  He  carries  on  general  farm- 
ing, does  much  market  gardening,  making  a 
specialty  of  onions,  and  grows  about  four  acres 
of  tobacco  a year.  Mr.  Coleman  runs  a milk 
wagon,  using  the  milk  of’  thirty-five  cows. 
The  place  is  known  as  the  “Maple  Drive 
Farm.”  When  he  bought  the  farm  Mr.  Cole- 
man ran  deeply  in  debt,  and  his  failure  was 
freely  prophesied.  Hard  work,  however,  and 
good  management  have  brought  him  through 
safely.  Much  of  his  success  is  due  to  the  judg- 
ment of  his  wife,  with  whom  he  freely  con- 
sults on  all  matters. 

Mr.  Coleman  was  married,  April  23,  1885, 
to  Mary  E.  Dailey,  who  was  born  in  West 
Long  Hill,  April  23,  1863,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  E.  (Lee)  Dailey.  Her  father 
was  a native  of  County  Cork,  Ireland,  and  was 
a farmer  in  West  Long  Hill,  where  he  died. 
The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coleman  are : 
Thomas  F.,  born  February  3,  1886;  William 
D.,  June  1,  1888;  May,  May  12,  1891;  Mar- 
garet, July  15,  1892,  Alice,  November  14, 

1898;  and  Richard  N.,  August  10,  1901.  Mr. 
Coleman  belongs  to'  the  local  lodge  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  and  with  his  family 
holds  membership  in  St.  John’s  Catholic 
Church.  He  is  a pleasant  and  popular  gentle- 
man, universally  respected. 

STEPHEN  HALL.  The  name  Hall  in 
Portland  is  one  that  has  been  long  identified 
with  the  historv  of  the  county,  and  the  fam- 
ily has  given  many  honorable  and  upright  cit- 
izens to*  the  town.  Stephen  Hall  is  following 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  most  respectable  fore- 
bears. He  was  born  in  Portland,  in  what  was 
known  as  the  “Dean  House,’’  April  19,  1852, 
a son  of  Nelson  and  Sabrina  (Hall)  Hall,  the 
latter  a daughter  of  Calvin  Hall.  Ebenezer 
Hall,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  Stephen,  was 
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a son  of  Ebenezer  Hall,  and  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  making  his  home  on  Penfield  Hill. 

Nelson  Hall  was  foreman  in  the  horse  de- 
partment of  the  Brainerd  Quarry  Company, 
and  held  that  position  for  twenty-five  years. 
He  lived  to  be  fifty-four  years  old,  and  his  wife 
seventy-three.  His  death,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  aged  fifty-four  years,  was  caused 
by  taking  the  epizootic,  when  it  was  raging  in 
the  equine  world.  He  had  been  caring  for 
many  horses,  and  thereby  contracted  the  dis- 
ease. A man  of  fine  physique,  he  weighed 
two  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  at  his  prime,  and 
was  endowed  with  amazing  strength.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a Whig  and  a Republican.  He 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  nine  were  boys. 

Stephen  Hall  had  his  education  in  Port- 
land, and  was  a pupil  in  the  old  stone  school. 
His  schooling  was  over  very  early  in  his  life, 
and  when  but  a boy  he  went  to  Glastonbury, 
Conn.,  and  entered  the  employment  of  Orrin 
Hale,  a farmer  in  that  region.  After  three 
years  in  that  place  he  returned  to  Portland  and 
took  a position  as  a teamster  in  the  Shaler  & 
Hall  quarry.  He  did  not  remain  in  the  quarry 
long,  as  Miss  Lily  Hall  took  him  into  her  serv- 
ice as  a coachman  and  put  the  care  of  her  horses 
upon  him.  She  was  a daughter  of  Frederick 
Hall,  and  a laclv  of  much  wealth  and  kindness 
of  heart.  The  young  man  remained  in  her 
service  for  a number  of  years,  and  then  was 
engaged  at  “scappling”  in  the  quarry  for  some 
time.  In  May,  1876,  he  went  to  work  for  E. 
1.  Bell,  who  owned  and  operated  a grist  mill 
near  the  bridge,  and  was  a miller  there  until 
the  structure  was  consumed  by  fire.  After  the 
fire  he  worked  for  Coles  & Wicks,  grain  and 
produce  dealers  in  Middletown,  a linn  that 
has  changed  its  name  several  times  and  is  now 
known  as  the  Coles  Company,  but  Mr.  I ball 
has  been  employed  by  practically  the  same 
concern  for  the  past  sixteen  years,  now  having 
charge  of  its  Portland  branch. 

Stephen  Hall  married  Miss  Annie  brant, 
of  Portland,  a daughter  of  Alexander  and 
Mary  (Youngs)  b'ratn,  and  has  the  following 
children:  William  A.,  superintendent  of  the 

Connecticut  Steam  Brown  Stone  Company: 
Nelson  ( .,  bookkeeper  for  the  National  Enam- 
eling and  Stamping  Co.,  and  \nna  S.  and  ( l ira 
M.,  both  at  home.  Mr.  Mali  is  a stanch  Re 
publican,  lie  is  a charter  member  of  the  \. 


O.  U.  W.  at  Portland.  With  his  wife  he  be- 
longs to  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  owns  one 
of  the  comfortable  homes  of  Portland,  which 
he  built  himself.  “Steve"  Hail,  as  he  is  gen- 
erally known,  is  a plain,  straightforward  man, 
and  one  who  has  fought  his  own  fight  from 
boyhood.  His  earnings  went  to  his  parents 
until  he  was  twenty-one,  and  since  that  time 
he  has  won  a standing  in  the  business  world. 
He  has  a good  home,  a good  name,  and  is  re- 
garded with  esteem  by  all  who  know  him. 

CHRISTIAN  KU  EH  NEMAN,  the  oldest 
cigarmaker  and  tobacconist  in  Middletown,  is 
a thrifty  and  extremely  well-to-do  citizen,  one 
who  attends  strictly  to  his  own  affairs.  He 
has  become  one  of  the  substantial  business  men 
of  the  town,  is  respected  by  all  who  come  in 
contact  with  him,  and  is  widely  known  as  an 
upright  and  conscientious  tradesman. 

Mr.  Kuehneman  was  born  in  Helmarshau- 
sen,  Germany,  February  12,  1844.  and  in  the 
spring  of  1867  came  to  the  United  States.  He 
had  learned  the  cigarmaker  s trade  in  Ger- 
many, and  was  a capable  workman.  His  fa- 
ther, August  Kuehneman,  was  a merchant 
tailor,  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty-nine,  when 
Christian  was  about  seventeen  years  old.  His 
father,  Andrew,  who  was  also  a merchant  tail- 
or, died  about  the  same  time,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six.  August  Kuehneman  married 
Margaret  Bumlzenthal,  and  they  had  six  sons, 
three  of  whom  arc  now  living;  Christian  i>  the 
only  one  in  the  United  States.  The  mother 
lived  to  be  sixty-seven  years  old.  and  died  in 
Germany. 

Christian  Kuehneman  attended  the  local 
school  until  he  was  fourteen,  and  then  began 
at  the  cirgamiaker’s  bench.  He  was  quick  to 
learn,  and  in  two  years  had  his  trade  thorough- 
ly mastered.  He  worked  two  years  longer  in 
his  native  town,  and  at  eighteen  went  to  Cassel. 
where  lie  was  a clerk  in  a cafe  for  one  year. 
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for  himself.  The  next  year  he  began  retail 
dealing,  and  soon  secured  a good  patronage. 
For  the  first  fourteen  years  of  his  business  ca- 
reer he  was  in  the  Southmayd  block,  and  then 
removed  to  the  first  building  south  of  the  Kil- 
b-o-urn  block,  in  1890,  establishing  himself  in 
this  block,  where  he  has  since  conducted  an 
extensive  business. 

Christian  Kuehneman  and  Miss  Josephine 
Matthias  were  united  in  marriage  October  29, 
1868.  She  was  born  in  Middletown  Febru- 
ary 22,  1849,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Margaret 
(Scheuer)  Matthias,  the  former  of  whom  came 
from  Newl  York  to  Middletown,  and  was  a 
baker  by  trade.  In  his  family  were  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Josephine,  Peter  and  Mar- 

garet, all  living  in  Middletown.  Peter  Mat- 
thias was  born  in  February,  1821,  and  was  an 
honorable  and  upright  man.  Fie  was  em- 
ployed for  years  in  the  factory  of  W.  & B. 
Douglas,  and  died  December  18,  1870.  His 
wife  died  when  sixty-seven,  and  both  were 
buried  in  Pine  Grove  cemetery.  Josephine 
Matthias  was  reared  in  Middletown,  in  the 
family  home  on  Warwick  street,  and  then  on 
Highland  avenue,  where  her  father  built  a good 
home  shortly  before  his  death.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kuehneman  came  the  following  children  : 
Louisa  Margaret,  born  August  17,  1869,  died 
April  5,  1875.  Philip  P.,  born  September  22, 
1871,  is  a clerk  in  Hartford.  Elmer  H.,  born 
June  12,  1876,  is  engaged  in  business  with  his 
father.  Emma  E.,  born  May  6,  1879,  died 
May  6,  1881.  Carl  C.,  born  May  16,  1883,  is  a 
bookkeeper.  The  father  and  mother  belong 
to  the  Episcopal  Church.  In  1897  Mr. 
Kuehneman  built  a home  on  Pearl  street, 
where  he  resides.  He  is  a Republican,  and  so^ 
dally  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Red 
Men.  He  owns  three  fine  residences  in  this 
city,  and  is  one  of  the  solid  men  of  the  day. 
In  the  spring  of  1892  he  returned  to  Germany 
and  visited  his  birthplace,  after  an  absence  of 
twenty-five  years. 

THEODORE  ANDERSON,  an  enterpris- 
ing business  man  of  Cromwiell,  Middlesex 
county,  was  born  March  1,  1861,  in  Ulrike- 
harnn,  Sweden,  where  his  parents,  Alexander 
and  Eva  (Magnusson)  Johnson,  were  also 
born.  Alexander  Johnson  was  a farmer  and 
gardener,  and,  as  he  was  a poor  man,  had  to- 
work  hard  all  his  life.  Since  1901,  he  has 


lived  at  Cromwell,  and  is  now  seventy-nine 
years  of  age;  his  wife  died  in  Sweden.  To 
them  were  born  the  following  children : An- 

atte,  who  is  still  living  in  Sweden ; Theodore ; 
and  Gotfried,  who-  is  in  the  grocery  business  in 
Meriden. 

On  coming  to  this  country  our  subject 
shortened  his  name  of  Alexanderson  to-  An- 
derson, and  has  since  been  known  as  Theo- 
dore Anderson.  He  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  land.  In  1880  he 
went  to  Goteborg,  Sweden,  where  he  en- 
gaged as  a joiner  and  later  worked  for 
A.  Frodeng  & Co-.,  wholesale  dealers  and 
exporters  of  iron,  paper,  cotton  and  ma- 
chinerv.  On  March  6,  1886,  he  came  to 
the  Cnited  States,  having  fiftv  cents  in  his 
pockets  when  he  landed  in  New  York.  As  a 
relative  of  his,  August  Swanson,  was  estab- 
lished in  Portland,  Conn.,  he  made  his  way 
to  the  home  of  that  gentleman  as  a temporary 
haven.  In  Cro-mwell  he  worked  as  a carpen- 
ter for  A.  N.  Pierson,  the  florist,  until  May 
1,  1886,  when  he  went  to  Oscoda,  Mich.,  to 
engage  in  the  lumber  business,  and  there  re- 
mained some  five  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  came  back  to  Portland,  and  took  a posi- 
tion as  clerk  in  the  grocery  sto-re  of  Ahlquist 
& Allison.  He  interested  Carl  A.  Ahlquist  in 
starting  a sto-re  in  Cromwell,  and  in  1892,  they 
associated  themselves  together  under  the  firm 
name  of  T.  Anderson  & Co.  The  drug  depart- 
ment was  added  in  March,  1900.  In  April, 
1901,  Mr.  Anderson  bought  out  his  partner.  He 
was  the  active  member  and  manager  of  the 
firm  s business  from  the  inception  of  the  enter- 
prise. Mr.  Anderson  is  a progressive  and 
hustling  business  man.  He  deals  extensively 
in  groceries,  flour,  meal  and  feed,  also 
crockery  and  glassware,  stoves,  light  hard- 
ware, oils,  paints,  bicycle  supplies,  drugs 
and  medicines,  and  he  -claims  to  carry  as 
complete  a stock  of  goods  as  may  be 
found  in  the  co-unty.  A remarkable  suc- 
cess has  attended  his  efforts.  Mr.  Ander- 
son also  gives  considerable  attention  to-  trans- 
portation to-  and  from  Old  World  ports,  hand- 
ling cabin  and  steerage  tickets  for  all  the  lead- 
ing steamship  lines  to  and  from  any  po-rt  of 
Europe.  His  business  in  this  line  has  much 
increased,  and  the  patronage  is  not  confined  to 
Cro-mwell,  but  comes  from  several  of  the 
neighboring  towns.  He  is  one  of  the  leading 
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merchants  in  his  part  of  the  county,  and  he  has 
been  to  a very  great  extent  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortune.  In  1895  Mr.  Anderson  went 
back  to  Sweden  on  a visit  of  four  months.  So- 
daily  he  belongs  to  Washington  Lodge,  No. 
81,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  is  warden  of  the  Vasa  Or- 
den.  He  has  liberal  views  on  religion.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a Democrat,  and  has  served  as  a 
juryman  from  his  town,  and  on  the  school  com- 
mittee. In  April,  1902,  he  was  appointed  notary 
public  by  Gov.  McLean. 

On  May  9,  1891,  Mr.  Anderson  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Minnie  Swanson,  a native  of  Jon- 
koping,  Sweden,  who  came  to  this  county  when 
she  was  seventeen  years  old.  Their  children 
are  as  follows:  Martin  Emanuel,  born  in 

July,  1893;  Lydia  Ingeborg,  born  October  4, 
1895;  and  Alice  Christina,  born  March  8, 
1898.  In  1897  Mr.  Anderson  put  up  a fine 
house  in  Cromwell,  provided  with  all  mod- 
ern conveniences. 

MILLARD  WOODFORD  AUSTIN,  a 
popular  meat  dealer  at  Cromwell,  is  a striking 
illustration  of  the  self-made  man.  His  great- 
grandfather came  from  England  in  company 
with  two  of  his  brothers,  and  settled  in  Phil- 
adelphia, where  he  became  a wealthy  real-estate 
owner.  He  was  married  in  Philadelphia,  and 
had  three  sons,  one  of  whom,  Nathaniel,  lo- 
cated at  Dover,  N.  H.,  where  he  followed  his 
trade,  that  of  tailor.  Another,  who  was  the 
grandfather  of  Millard  W.  Austin,  went  to 
China,  Maine,  where  he  followed  farming.  In 
religious  faith  he  was  a Quaker.  1 1c  was  twice 
married,  and  by  his  first  wife,  Sybil,  had  the 
following  children:  Mary,  who  married 

Thomas  Porter;  Sybil,  who  married  John  R. 
Roberts;  and  Elijah,  the  father  of  M.  \\  . Aus- 
tin. For  his  second  w ile  Mr.  Austin  married 
Judith  Jepson,  by  whom  he  had  the  lolUwing 
children:  Isaac  I..,  who  married  Abigail  1W 
ter;  Elizabeth,  who  was  the  second  wife 
John  R.  Roberts,  before  mentioned;  Marinin, 
who  died  unmarried;  and  Isaiah,  a tanner, 
who  is  now  living  in  ( liina,  Maine. 

Elijah  Austin,  the  father  of  Millard  \\ ! 

ford,  was  born  in  (.  liina,  Maine,  where  he  spent 
his  life,  lie  was  quite  extensively  engage  1 in 
farming,  and  also  in  buying  and  shipping  1 arm 
produce  to  Boston,  and  became  quite  wed  t 
do.  lie  married  Ruth  llussey,  a native  m 
China,  who  is  now  decease  I . lo  them  wen 


born : Estey  is  now  living  in  Paradise  Wi- 

ley, Nev. ; his  wife,  Rose,  was  from  Philadel- 
phia. Adelina  married  W illiam  Ladd,  and 
died  in  Everett,  Mass.  Millard  W\  is  our 
subject.  Luella  died  young.  Elwin  L.  mar- 
ried Jane  Goodrich,  and  is  living  in  Hartford. 
Willard  is  a widower  and  lives  in  Meridian,  Id- 
aho. Lucia  married  William  Maitland,  and 
lives  in  Torrington,  Conn.  Charles  lives  in 
Nevada. 

Millard  Woodford  Austin  was  born  March 
10,  1852,  in  China,  Maine,  w here  he  passed  his 
boyhood,  having  the  advantages  of  the  district 
school  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  w hen 
he  hired  out  to  a neighboring  farmer,  with 
whom  he  remained  two  seasons.  He  had  had 
plenty  of  experience  at  farming  on  his  father  s 
place,  and  received  $20  a month — good  wages 
for  a boy,  but  he  did  a man's  work.  After 
recovering  from  a long  spell  of  illness,  and 
scarcely  able  to  work,  he  went  out  into  the 
world  to  make  his  own  way,  w ith  a few  d<  1- 
lars  in  his  pocket,  which  Ins  father  had  given 
him.  Entering  the  factory  of  Reed  Barton, 
at  Taunton,  Mass.,  to  learn  the  burnisher  s 
trade,  he  received  fifty  cents  a da\  tor  the 
first  month,  and  later  was  put  on  piece  work, 
as  he  demonstrated  his  skill  and  ability,  lie 
was  industrious  and  persistent,  and  very  s<  n 
received  good  wages,  hor  two  years  he  te- 
mained  with  this  firm,  and  then  worked  fi«r 
Porter  & Company  for  about  six  months.  In 
1872  Mr.  Austin  came  to  Middletown.  Conn., 
answering  an  advertisement  ir -m  tnc  Mi  lie- 
town  Plate  Company,  and,  engaging  with  them 
continued  in  their  employ  for  several  years. 
Following  this  engagement  he  entere  1 the  ser- 
vice of  the  Britannia  Company,  and  received 
S3. 50  a day.  With  this  company  he  remained 
a year,  and  while  with  them  he  married.  Going 
back  to  Middletown  he  was  again  with  the 
, Middletown  Plate  Company,  < n a burnishing 
I contract  which  yielded  him  from  four  to  seven 
dollars  a day.  Poor  health  drove  him  out  of 
the  factory,  and  in  1 884  he  came  to  t romwell. 
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On  July  26,  1874,  Mr.  Austin  was  mar- 
ried to  Eliza  Baker,  a native  of  Cromwell,  and 
a daughter  of  Lott  Baker,  a farmer  and  quarry- 
man.  To  them  were  born : Mary  Elizabeth, 

who  married  Edward  W.  Johnson,  of  Crom- 
well ; Grace  L.,  a graduate  of  the  Middletown 
high  school,  now  a teacher  in  the  West  District 
of  Cromwell;  Alice  P.,  a graduate  of  the  Mid- 
dletown Business  College,  now  a bookkeeper 
for  her  father ; and  Millard  B.,  at  home. 

Mr.  Austin  is  a Republican  in  politics. 
Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  Washington 
Lodge,  No.  81,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Cromwell;  of 
the  N.  E.  lO.  P-,  and  of  the  O.  U.  A.  M.  The 
family  are  all  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  are  highly  esteemed  in  the  community. 

AUGUST  JOHNSON,  a well-known  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Middletown,  Mid- 
dlesex county,  comes  of  a good  family  of  Swe- 
den, in  the  standing  army  of  which  country  his 
father  was  a soldier  for  thirty-one  years.  His 
grandmother,  who  is  still  living  in  good  health 
at  the  great  age  of  105  years,  is  the  oldest 
woman  in  Sweden,  and  not  long  ago-  received 
money  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  and 
a congratulatory  letter  from  Kins'  Oscar. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  January  26,  1862, 
in  Sweden,  where  lie  received  a good  common 
school  education.  In  1881  he  came  to-  the 
United  States,  and  for  some  months  after  his 
arrival  found  employment  in  Dutchess  county, 
N.  Y.,  with  the  National  Ice  Company,  of  New 
York  City.  In  the  following  year  (1882)  he 
came  to  Middletown,  and  for  a few  months 
was  employed  in  the  Brainerd  stone  quarry  of 
Portland ; then  for  some  two  years  he  worked 
for  the  Rogers  & Hubbard  Manufacturing- 
Company,  following  which,  in  February,  1885, 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  late  Eldon  B. 
Clark,  whose  place  of  business  was  on  Main 
street.  Middletown.  There  he  acquired  a 
good  knowledge  of  the  business  in  which  he  has 
since  successfully  been  engaged.  In  October, 
1887,  he  opened  his  present  liquor  business  on 
Main  street,  where  he  enjoys  a wholesale  and 
retail  trade.  He  transacts  considerable  busi- 
ness in  wines,  liquors,  ales,  etc.,  making  a spe- 
cialty of  first-class  goods,  while  his  wholesale 
trade  extends  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
Middlesex  county.  T01  all  this  Mr.  Johnson 
recently  added  a bottling  establishment,  and  he 
is  wholesale  agent  for  leading  breweries,  such 


as  the  Newark  Brewing  Company,  and  the 
Springfield  Brewing  Company. 

In  1885,  at  Middletown,  Conn.,  August 
Johnson  was  married  to  Miss  Christina  Aran- 
son,  a native  of  Sweden,  who  came  alone  to 
this  country  in  young  womanhood.  Two  chil- 
dren have  graced  this  union,  Jennie  Matilda 
and  Herbert  M.  In  politics  Mr.  Johnson  is  a 
Republican  in  National  affairs,  but  in  State  and 
municipal  elections  he  holds  himself  indepen- 
dent, voting  for  the  candidate  he  thinks  best 
qualified  for  office,  no  matter  what  his  politi- 
cal faith  might  be.  Socially  he  is  a member 
of  Arawanna  Lodge,  No.  17,  Improved  Order 
of  Redmen,  and  a charter  member  of  Middle- 
town  Lodge,  No.  771,  B.  P.  O.  E.  Mr.  John- 
son enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  a thrifty, 
generous-hearted,  liberal-minded  man,  and  is 
universally  popular. 

JOSEPH  BRAZOS,  a member  of  the  firm 
of  A.  Brazos  & Sons,  who-  are  extensively  en- 
gaged in  the  contracting  and  construction 
business  at  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  is 
the  eldest  son  of  Antoine  and  Ann  (Neale) 
Brazos,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere. 
The  story  of  the  career  of  his  father  is  one  of 
sober  fact,  but  it  reads  like  a romance. 

Joseph  Brazos  is  one  of  the  thrifty  young 
men  of  Middletown,  and  the  knowledge  of  his 
business  has  come  to  him  early  in  life.  He 
was  born  on  College  street,  Middletown,  Jan- 
uary 6,  i860,  and  began  his  education  in  the 
private  school  taught  by  the  Misses  Starr,  lat- 
er attending  the  Central  school.  His  last 
schooling  was  obtained  at  Farm  Hill,  and  when 
he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went  into 
his  father's  office,  to  take  a share  in  his  busi- 
ness. He  was  already  quite  familiar  with 
that  business,  as  for  a number  of  years,  in  the 
intervals  of  his  schooling,  he  had  helped  his 
father  at  his  work,  and  his  assistance  was  of  no 
little  value.  He  immediately  took  hold  of  the 
work  of  his  father,  displaying  such  ability  that 
in  1877  he  became  a member  of  the  firm  of 
A.  Brazos  & Sons. 

Joseph  Brazos  and  Miss  Mae  Steeple  were 
married  November  22,  1894.  She  is  a.  native 
of  Washington,  N.  J.,  born  August  16,  1870, 
daughter  of  George  Alexander  and  Emma 
Louisa  (Hopper)  Steeple,  Mrs.  Emma  L.  Stee- 
ple died  May  2,  1900,  and  is  buried  in  Pine 
Grove  Cemetery,  Middletown.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Brazos  are  the  parents  of  the  following  named 
children:  Ronald  Steeple,  born  August  5, 

1895;  Anna  Mae,  June  22,  1898;  and  Emma 
Florence,  May  14,  1901. 

Mr.  Brazos  is  a Republican,  especially  on 
all  State  and  National  matters.  He  votes  reg- 
ularly, and  prefers  to  question  ability  and  fit- 
ness for  the  work  in  local  matters.  He  is  a 
member  of  Central  Lodge,  No.  12,  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  was  a charter 
member  of  the  local  lodge  of  the  Ancient  Or- 
der of  United  Workmen.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brazos  attend  the  Episcopal  Church.  They 
are  people  highly  regarded  by  all  who  know 
them. 

WILLIAM  HAMILTON  MITCHELL, 
who  died  March  8,  1901,  was  one  of  the  pros- 
perous business  men  of  Deep  River,  and  one 
who  attained  his  prominence  through  his  own 
unaided  efforts.  He  was  a native  of  the  State, 
having  been  born  in  Hadlyme,  June  9,  1867,  a 
son  of  Henry  and  Sarah  A.  (Collins)  Mitch- 
ell. 

Llenry  Mitchell,  the  father,  was  a native  of 
Norwich,  Conn.,  where  he  resided  a number  of 
years,  engaged  in  teaming.  Later,  he  removed 
to  East  Haddam,  where  he  married  Sarah  A. 
Collins,  also  a native  of  Norwich,  and  a de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  old  New  England  fam- 
ilies. The  father  is  now  deceased,  but  the 
mother  is  living,  residing  at  Deep  River.  To 
this  worthy  couple  were  born : Hattie,  who 

died  in  infancy;  Minnie,  who  died  when  twen- 
ty-six years  of  age;  William  Hamilton,  our 
subject;  Stella,  who  died  when  two  years  of 
age. 

William  H.  Mitchell  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  East  Haddam,  attending  school 
when  the  opportunity  offered,  which  was  not 
as  often  as  the  ambitious  boy  desired,  as  he 
was  forced  to  earn  his  own  living  from  the 
time  he  w as  nine  years  old.  When  but  twelve, 
he  came  to  Deep  River  and  obtained  employ- 
ment, working  for  three  years  for  George  F. 
Spencer,  as  clerk  and  teamster.  Later,  he  be- 
came foreman  for  Pratt,  Read  & Co.,  of  Deep 
River,  in  their  lumber  yard,  remaining  with 
them  for  six  years.  During  the  entire  time, 
Mr.  Mitchell  had  carefully  saved  his  money, 
and  in  1896,  was  able  to  purchase  the  Ik  uri  h- 
ing  business  of  E.  \\  . Rogers,  w ho  conducted  a 
liver  and  hotel.  From  that  time  Mr.  Mitchell 


built  up  both  lines,  until  he  had  one  of  the 
best  equipped  livery  and  boarding  stables  in 
Deep  River,  while  his  hotel  was  the  best  of  its 
kind.  He  was  very  popular  w ith  the  commer- 
cial travelers  who  always  made  his  house  their 
headquarters  when  in  the  vicinity  of  Deep  Riv- 
er. His  stables  give  accommodation  to  twen- 
ty horses,  in  addition  to  his  own  for  livery 
purposes,  and  every  care  is  taken  of  the  animals 
entrusted  to  his  charge. 

On  September  19.  189;,  Mr.  Mitchell  was 
married,  to  Miss  Dolly  L.  Tvler.  who  was  born 
on  June  3,  1867.  daughter  of  Davis  M.  and 
Cynthia  (Lane)  Tyler.  Mr.  Tyler  has  been 
a lifetime  resident  of  Deep  River,  and  closely 
identified  with  its  best  interests.  AT rs.  Mitchell 
is  one  of  a family  of  three,  bom  to  her  pa- 
rents: Dolly  L..  Mrs.  Mitchell:  Harry  D.. 

born  in  February,  1869.  married  Grace  Ing- 
ham of  Saybrook.  and  had  one  child.  Dolly  L.. 
deceased ; and  Arnold  D..  bom  on  Tulv  2. 
T876.  died  when  but  fifteen.  Politically.  Mr.- 
Mitchell  was  an  ardent  Republican,  but  never 
had  the  time  to  give  to  public  office.  He 
was  president  of  the  Union  Driving  Chth.  and 
| a member  of  the  Wahginnicut  Club.  Pos- 
sessed of  a genial  disposition,  he  was  a gen- 
[ eral  favorite  and  had  many  warm  friends.  Mrs. 
Mitchell  is  verv  popular,  and  the  high  respect 
in  which  she  is  held  is  certainlv  deserved. 

JAMES  HENRY  MORTON.  Tradition 
| says  that  the  Morton  family  traced  their  an- 
i cestrv  back  to  the  time  of  the  English  Con- 
quest. during  which  time  thev  attained  partic- 
I ular  prominence.  The  family  are  of  Scotch 
descent,  and  grandfather  Ilenrv  Morton  was 
a native  of  Sheffield.  England,  where  he  was  an 
j extensive  contractor  and  coal  merchant,  at 
one  time  having  a stable  of  full v one  hundred 
horses.  One  of  his  sons  went  to  Australia  to 
purchase  horses  for  this  business,  and  there 
died;  while  another  saw  service  in  the  Light 
Guards. 

James  Morton,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  l)orn  in  Sheffield.  England,  in  1S27.  grew 
up  there,  and  married  Jane  E < ireene.  a daugh- 
ter of  one  of  the  city  officials.  Some  time  af- 
ter marriage,  with  one  son,  they  came  to 
America  and  located  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  where 
Mr.  Morton  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  ta- 
ble cutlery,  a business  he  had  learned  in  his 
native  city,  Sheffield  being  the  edge  tool  maun* 
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facturing  center  of  the  world.  For  many 
years,  Mr.  Morton  carried  on  this  business,  and 
at  one  time,  during  the  Civil  war,  employed 
as  many  as  sixty  hands.  As  an  example  of  his 
business  standing,  the  following  incident  is 
cited.  A New  York  merchant,  a Mr.  Sander- 
son, who'  was  a business  acquaintance  of  Mr. 
Morton,  requested  him  to  furnish  a certain 
number  of  gross  of  ivory  mounted  table  ware. 
Mr.  Morton  was  obliged  to>  inform  him  that 
he  had  not  the  capital  to>  turn  out  soi  large  an 
order,  when  Mr.  Sanderson,  without  the  least 
security  for  Mr.  Morton’s  honesty,  paid  for 
a cargo1  of  ivory,  costing  $30,000,  and  sent  the 
same  to  Mr.  Morton’s  cellars,  with  instructions 
to  the  latter  to  turn  out  the  manufactured 
goods  as  ordered.  For  a number  of  years 
prior  to>  his  death,  he  lived  a retired  life  at 
Meriden,  Conn.,  where  he  died  in  1895,  aged 
sixty-eight;  his  wife  died  in  1866,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-seven  years. 

James  H.  Morton  was  born  in  Newark, 
N.  ].,  September  19,  1862.  He  received  a 
good  common  school  education,  and  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  entered  the  Wilcox  Silver 
Plating  Co.,  at  Meriden,  Conn.,  to  learn  the 
silver  plating  business.  For  three  years  he  re- 
mained in  their  employ,  then  entering  the 
Hartford  Silver  Plating  Co.  In  1886  he  came 
to  East  Haddam,  and  secured  a position  as 
bookkeeper  with  W.  R.  Good  speed,  who  was 
then  engaged  in  the  mercantile,  lumber  and 
coal  business.  The  following  year  our  sub- 
ject became  teller  in  the  National  Bank  of  New 
England,  under  Mr.  Gross,  cashier,  continu- 
ing until  the  time  of  the  latter's  death,  when 
he  was  promoted  to  Mr.  Gross’  position.  At 
present,  he  is  one  of  the  directors,  as  well  as 
cashier,  and  through  his  close  attention  to  bus- 
iness has  gained  the  entire  confidence  of  his 
associates.  Coming-  from  a family  that  has 
never  betrayed  a trust  he  takes  a pardonable 
pride  in  that  fact,  and  enjoys  the  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held. 

On  June  3,  1886,  Mr.  Morton  was  married 
to  Miss  Ella  McCabe,  a native  of  this  town, 
and  a daughter  of  James  and  Eliza  McCabe. 
One  son  has  been  born  of  this  union : Arthur 

Henry,  born  May  10,  1888.  Politically,  Mr. 
Morton  is  a stanch  Rqrublican.  Since  1894 
he  has  been  treasurer  of  the  town,  and  is  also 
treasurer  of  the  School  Deposit  Fund.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  connected  with  Middlesex  Lodge,  j 


No.  3,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Columbia  Lodge,  No. 

26,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  being  an  officer  in  both 
organizations.  He  is  also'  an  officer  in  vari-  I 
ous  other  enterprises,  including  W.  & B.  Doug- 
las Co.,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  the  Law- 
rence Dye  Works  Co.,  of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  in 
both  of  which  he  is  a director.  Although  Mr. 
Morton  retains  his  membership  in  the  South 
Baptist  Church  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  he  now  at- 
tends, and  is  serving  as  vestryman  in,  St.  Ste- 
phen's Episcopal  Church,  at  East  Haddam. 

WALTON  C.  GRISWOLD.  Among 
the  old  and  highly  esteemed  families  of  Con- 
necticut is  that  of  Griswold,  and  their  loca- 
tion in  America  can  be  traced  to  1639,  when 
Edward  and  Mathew1,  brothers,  the  latter  the 
ancestor  of  the  two  governors  of  that  name, 
came  across  the  ocean  in  a vessel  sent  out  by 
William  Whiting.  In  the  company  were  Rev. 
Ephraim  Huit  and  several  members  of  his 
congregation,  from  Warwickshire,  and  they 
made  settlement  at  Windsor,  Conn.  Edward 
Griswold  was  born  in  England  in  1607.  Late 
in  life  he  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  in 
Killingworth,  where  he  was  universally  known 
as  a man  of  much  enterprise  and  influence,  be- 
ing a commissioner  and  land  owner.  He  died  ^ 
in  1690.  His  son,  John,  was  born  in  1652, 
and  went  with  his  father  from  Windsor  to  Kil- 
lingworth, became  a deacon  of  the  church,  and 
died  in  1717.  His  son,  Walter,  born  in  1700, 
was  probably  the  ancestor  of  the  Griswolds 
of  Essex.  The  latter  married  Sarah  Wright, 
and  one  of  his  descendants  was  Selah  Gris- 
wold, great-great-grandfather  of  Walton  C. 

Selah  Griswold  married  Mary  Starkey, 
and  they  resided  on  Saybrook  road,  between  » 
Centerbrook  and  Old  Saybrook.  When  the  j 
war  of  the  Revolution  demanded  his  services,  j 
he  enlisted  in  the  patriot  army  as  a private, 
served  through  the  struggle,  and  was  dis- 
charged a lieutenant.  He  followed  the  busi- 
ness of  farmer  and  tanner  in  his  later  years. 

Daniel  Griswold,  his  eldest  son,  born  in 
1780,  married  Fanny  Babcock,  of  Saybrook, 
an  aunt  of  Samuel  Babcock,  of  Middletown, 
who  was  once  the  president  of  the  V alley  Rail- 
road Company,  and  mayor  of  Middletown. 

William  D.  Griswold,  son  of  Daniel,  was 
the  grandfather  of  Walton  C.  For  many 
years  he  was  a manufacturer  of  bone  and  ivory 
goods,  located  where  Tiley,  Pratt  & Company 
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are  now  engaged  in  business,  following  this 
line  some  thirteen  years.  In  later  life  he  be- 
came a farmer.  He  was  originally  a Democrat 
in  politics,  but  during  the  Civil  war  changed 
to  the  Republican  belief.  Prior  to  William, 
the  family  had  been  connected  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  but  he  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Clement  D.  Griswold,  the  father  of  Wal- 
ton C.,  was  born  in  Centerbrook  January  15, 
1838,  and  there  grew  up  and  received  Ins 
schooling.  He  passed  a short  time  in  New 
Haven,  in  early  life  he  learned  the  trade  of 
carpenter,  and  for  twenty  years  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Pratt,  Read  & Company,  at  Deep  Riv- 
er. Politically  he  was  a Republican,  and  he 
and  his  family  belonged  to  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  died  May  12,  1901.  On  July  1, 
i860,  he  married  PL.  trances  Bushnell,  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  and  Abigail  Bushnell,  and 
granddaughter  of  Samuel  Bushnell,  who  was 
one  of  the  Colonial  settlers,  Lieut.  William 
and  Francis  settling  in  Saybrook,  while  their 
brother  Richard,  located  in  Lyme.  Lieut. 
Bushnell  was  a man  of  considerable  note,  rep- 
resented Saybrook  several  times,  and  married 
a sister  of  Robert  Chapman. 

Walton  C.  Griswold  was  the  only  son  of  his 
parents,  and  was  born  March  14,  1863,  in  Cen- 
terbrook, Conn.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  excellent  home 
schools,  although  when  but  a boy  in  years  he 
began  to  provide  for  himself.  His  first  em- 
ployment was  with  D.  W.  Spencer,  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  clerk  in  a general  store,  but  his  nat- 
ural tendency  was  in  another  line,  and  he 
gradually  began  his  lessons  in  the  printing  of- 
fice of  the  Naur  Era , at  Deep  River,  continu- 
ing his  manipulation  of  types,  rollers  and  press- 
es for  nine  months,  and  then  returning  to  his 
position  of  clerk.  However,  a short  time  af- 
terward he  was  to  be  found  in  the  card  print- 
ing establishment  of  a firm  in  Centerbrook, 
and  there  remained  for  four  year-,  in  18S6 
engaging  in  business  for  himself. 

Since  1890  Mr.  Griswold  has  devoted  bis 
entire  time  to  the  printing  business,  doing  com- 
mercial printing,  although  for  two  tears  be 
published  a weekly  paper  in  l'.^scv  1 be  ea 
pacity  of  bis  plant  is  sufficient!)  taxed  with 
job  work,  which  Mr.  Griswold  thorough!)  un- 
derstands, producing  some  of  the  neatest  and 
most  attractive  cards,  bills,  posters,  etc  , m-cii 


outside  of  a city  office.  As  a side  line  he  en- 
gages in  farming. 

On  February  11,  1885,  Mr.  Griswold  was 
married  to  Eva  M.  Willard,  of  Madison, 
daughter  of  Chauncey  Augustus  and  Eliza- 
beth M.  (Beebe)  Willard,  and  one  daughter, 
Mary,  born  to  them  December  2,  1889,  passed 
away  in  infancy.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Gris- 
wold resides  in  Essex.  Her  mother  died  in 
1895.  Of  the  rest  of  her  family:  Sarah 

Elizabeth  married  W illiam  H.  Hull,  of  Es- 
sex; Albert  B.  is  a resident  of  Madison,  Conn. ; 
and  Frank  A.  lives  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Griswold  follows  the  tra- 
ditions of  his  family  and  votes  the  Republican 
ticket.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  Essex 
Lodge,  No.  14,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  Jefferson 
Council,  No.  49,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  of  Centerbrook, 
being  treasurer  of  both  organizations.  He  is 
also  treasurer  of  the  Second  Ecclesiastical  So- 
ciety of  Saybrook,  which  organization  is  lo- 
cated in  Centerbrook.  In  the  community  both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griswold  are  highly  esteemed, 
and  in  his  integrity  and  upright  living  he  is  a 
fit  representative  of  an  old  and  honored  name. 

GIDEON  SCHAEFFER  WILBUR  was 
born  in  Schoharie,  N.  \ April  27.  1857,  s<  n 
of  Thomas  J.  and  Amelia  .(Schaeffer)  \\  ilbur. 
The  latter  was  the  daughter  <>i  Gideon  Schaef- 
fer, who  died  at  Schoharie  January  15,  1S09; 
he  was  a prominent  man  in  that  community 
for  many  years,  holding  various  official  psi- 
tions,  and  commanding  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  the  community. 

The  history  of  the  Schaeffer  family  has 
been  traced  so  far  back  that  Mr.  \\  ilbur  s >•  11. 
Thomas  Henry,  is  in  the  twelfth  generation, 
of  which  there  is  record.  Gerhardi  and  Anna 


Maria  Schaeffer  came  to  America  in  170). 
There  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  lamil)  a 
quaintly  drawn  certificate  of  character  and  rec- 


ommendation  of  this  young  cot 

tplc  to  friends 

in  America,  dated  May  (»,  1 7tH >• 

which  certifies 

that  they  were  of  the  class  of 

people  whom 

, die  Fatherland  would  be  glad  to 

retain  at  home 

if  it  bad  ‘‘been  God’s  will  that 

lie  should  re- 

main  longer  here,’  and  is  si 

pied  by  eight 

l of  the  leading  citizens,  includiiu 

j the  mayor  of 

! Ililbert-Dorf,  Germany.  The 

Schaeffers  are 

I an  honorable  and  respected  t 

amilv  in  New 

York. 

Thomas  1.  Wilbur,  a native 

*f  Washington 
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county,  N.  Y.,  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith' 
under  the  instruction  of  his  father,  who-  fol- 
lowed that  trade  all  his  life  in  New  York. 
Thomas  J.  came  to  Portland  soon  after  the 
Civil  war,  and  engaged  in  farming  on  the 
“Coveil  place,”  for  the  sake  of  his  health,  be- 
ing in  need  of  our-of-door  exercise.  He  was 
there  some  four  years,  and  then  went  back % to 
Schoharie,  but  returned  to  Portland  to  work 
as  a blacksmith  with  his  son,  Gideon  S.,  who 
had  a contract  for  the  blacksmith  work  in  the 
quarries.  He  and  his  wife  are  now  living  in 
Schoharie.  They  are  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing named  children  : Matilda  died  young. 

Gideon  S.  is  the  subject  of  this  article.  Sey- 
mour is  a conductor  on  the  Delaware  & Lack- 
awanna railroad,  and  resides  in  Oneonta,  N. 
Y.  Mary  L.  is  Mrs.  Arthur  Houk,  of  Tel- 
luride,  Colorado. 

Thomas  Wilbur,  the  grandfather  of  Gid- 
eon S.,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  about  1784, 
and  died  in  March,  1872,  in  Portland.  He 
was  a son  of  Benjamin  Thompson  Wilbur, 
who  was  reared  in  Rhode  Island,  and  when  a 
young  man  went  to  Washington  county,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  married  Miss  Rachel  Pease,  a na- 
tive of  Nantucket,  Mass.,  born  in  1787,  daugh- 
ter of  Barzillai  and  Deborah  (Coffin)  Pease. 
Her  father  was  a ship  captain  in  the  early  part 
of  his  life,  and  was  twice  shipwrecked,  the  last 
time  losing  almost  his  entire  fortune.  With 
that  he  gave  up  a seafaring  life,  and  engaged  in 
the  cultivation  of  a small  farm  at  Easton,  N. 
Y.,  devoting  the  remaining  years  of  his  life  to 
agriculture.  He  was  the  father  of  eleven:  chil- 
dren. Thomas  Wilbur,  after  his  marriage, 
lived  in  Easton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  had  a ma- 
chine and  blacksmith  shop.  There  he  reared 
his  family:  ''Louisa  Maria,  the  first  child, 
never  married,  and  died  when  past  eighty  years 
of  age,  in  Hartford.  Ambrose  was  a black- 
smith for  years  at  Whitehall,  N.  Y.  John 
was  a manufacturer  of  novelty  goods  and  also 
conducted  a grocery  business  in  New  York 
City,  where  he  died.  Susan  was  the  wife  of 
Zebulon  Birdsall,  and  lived  many  years  in 
Troy,  N.  Y. ; she  died  in  New  York  City. 
Phoebe  Ann  was  killed  when  a young  lady,  un- 
married, by  an  avalanche  of  land  in  Troy,  N. 
Y.,  while  living  with  her  sister,  Susan;  the 
house  in  which  she  was  at  the  time  was  crushed 
to  a shapeless  mass.  Samuel  died  in  child- 
hood. Mary  married  David  West,  and  lived 


and  died  in  Minerva,  N.  Y.  Harriet  Jane  is 
the  widow  of  Elisha  Coveil,  of  Portland. 
Thomas  J.  is  spoken  of  above.  During  the 
last  eight  years  of  his  life  the  father  of  this 
family  lived  at  Portland  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Covell.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  found  much  comfort  in  the  conso- 
lations of  his  faith.  He  was  a Republican, 
and  took  considerable  interest  in  political  mat- 
ters. He  kept  his  health  remarkably  well,  and 
up  to  the  age  of  eighty  had  not  known  a seri- 
ous illness,  until  attacked  by  the  paralysis  with 
which  he  was  afflicted  for  some  years  previous 
to  his  death.  He  was  buried  in  Portland, 
where  his  wife,  who  died  in  1873,  was  also 
buried. 

Gideon  S.  Wilbur  was  reared  in  Schoha- 
rie, and  studied  at  the  Schoharie  Academy,  be- 
ing fifteen  years  old  when  his  parents  moved 
to  Portland.  He  attended  school  both  at  that 
place  and  at  Gildersleeve.  He  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  return  to  Schoharie,  where  his 
schooling  was  completed,  learned  the  black- 
smith’s trade,  and  worked  at  it  for  a time  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  after  which  he  came  to 
Middletown,  where  he  was  employed  for  a 
short  time.  In  the  fall  of  1879  lie  was  'm  the 
employ  of  Henry  Williams,  of  Portland,  who 
had  a contract  for  smith  work  in  the  Shaler  & 
Hall  quarry,  and  from  that  year  worked  at 
his  trade  continuously  in  the  quarries,  except 
for  one  season,  when  he  had  charge  of  a gang 
of  men  engaged  on  outside  work.  He  was 
the  contract  smith  in  the  Shaler  & Hall  quarry 
for  a number  of  years,  and  was  then  made  the 
regular  smith  at  the  quarry,  which  position  he 
left  in  August,  1900.  Mr.  Wilbur  is  a skilled 
veterinarian,  and  devotes  much  attention  to 
the  field  of  veterinary  dentistry,  in  which  line 
he  is  called  upon  tO'  do  considerable  work. 
Here  he  has  displayed  much  skill  and  origi- 
nality. He  makes  all  his  own  tools,  and  has 
invented  some  of  the  best  in  use  in  veterinary 
dental  work. 

Mr.  Wilbur  and  Miss  Maria  Cadwell,  a 
native  of  Portland,  were  married  May  6,  1880. 
She  is  a daughter  of  Capt.  Henry  S.  and  Pa- 
tience (Graham)  Cadwell,  her  father  born  in 
Wilbraham,  Mass.,  her  mother  in  Berlin, 
Conn.  Henry  S.  Cadwell  was  a soldier  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
was  captain  of  Company  D,  Twentieth  Connec- 
ticut Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  discharged 
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from  the  service  on  account  of  disability.  He 
was  fifty  years  in  the  employ  of  the  Middlesex 
Quarry  Company,  and  died  in  April,  1896, 
leaving  two  children : Edward  G.,  who  was 

killed  in  the  Middlesex  quarry,  and  Maria, 
Mrs.  Wilbur. 

The  only  child  of  Gideon  S.  Wilbur,  Thom- 
as Henry,  was  born  July  14,  1881,  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Portland  high  school  in  the 
class  of  1900.  He  is  an  accomplished  musi- 
cian, both  vocal  and  instrumental,  having  a 
fine  basso  voice,  and,  though  still  young,  is  a 
singer  of  much  nromise,  enjoying  more  than  a 
local  reputation.  He  is  librarian  of  the  Sun- 
day-school of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Wilbur  is  a Democrat  politically,  but 
not  an  office-seeker.  He  belongs  to  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  affiliating  with  Warren  Lodge, 
No.  51,  A.  F.  & A.  M:,  and  is  also  an  Odd  Fel- 
low. With  his  wife  and  son  he  belongs  to  the 
Episcopal  Churcn.  They  are  highly  esteemed 
members  of  the  community. 

WINGATE  C.  HOWARD,  clerk  of  the 
town  of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  and 
also  registrar  of  vital  statistics,  is  a young 
man  whose  future  seems  assured,  and  it  cer- 
tainly is  if  pronounced  ability,  steady  habits, 
and  an  industrious  disposition  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  matter.  He  makes  friends 
readily,  and  keeps  them  steadfastly.  He  holds 
a position  that  has  never  before  been  filled  by 
anyone  after  so  brief  a residence  in  the  town, 
and  his  efficiency  is  attested  by  the  largely  in- 
creased majorities  given  him  on  the  occasions 
of  his  subsequent  elections,  majorities  that 
were  his  on  purely  personal  grounds,  as  he  be- 
longs to'  the  party  that  was  and  is  now  in  the 
minority. 

Mr.  Howard  was  born  September  25,  1865, 
at  the  village  of  Deq)  River,  in  the  town  of 
Saybrook,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  son  of  Ly- 
man and  Hannah  (Brockway)  Howard.  His 
mother  was  born  in  Deep  River,  and  his  fa- 
ther in  the  town  of  Catsk ill,  Greene  Co.,  N.  V. 
Lyman  Howard  spent  the  first  twelve  years  of 
his  life  in  his  native  place,  when  he  went  to 
New  York  City  and  secured  a position  on  the 
Connecticut  river  steamers.  I Ie  was  apt  about 
machinery,  became  a fireman,  and  mak 
ing  rapid  progress,  was  soon  taken 
on  as  a fireman  in  one  of 
ocean  steamers.  1 1 is  natural  genius  tor  ma- 


chinery had  full  play,  and  at  the  end  of  three 
years  he  was  made  first  engineer,  and  present- 
ly became  inspector  of  the  Morgan  line  of 
steamers,  with  his  office  in  New  York.  Later 
he  formed  a partnership  with  Richard  Peck, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Peck,  Howard  & Co., 
and  founded  the  Washington  Iron  Works,  on 
West  street,  New  York,  where  he  established 
a large  business,  manufacturing  steam  engines 
and  steam  boilers,  and  taking  contracts  for  fit- 
ting out  ocean  steamers  with  power  machinery. 
During  President  Cleveland’s  first  administra- 
tion he  was  appointed  local  .inspector  of  Gov- 
ernment steam  boilers  and  steam  vessels,  and 
had  his  office  in  the  post  office  building  in  New 
York.  He  resigned  this  position,  owing  to  ill 
health,  in  December,  1901,  and  went  to  reside 
with  his  son  Wingate,  in  Middletown.  His 
health  continued  to  fail,  and  he  died  March  25, 
1902.  Lyman  Howard  was  a self-made  man. 
He  was  noted  for  his  sterling  honesty,  and 
ability  in  his  chosen  profession,  and  was  a close 
student  of  American  men  and  affairs.  He  was 
highly  respected  by  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact. 

On  July  2.  1855,  .Mi".  Howard  married,  at 
Deep  River,  Hannah  Brockway,  daughter  "f 
Roswell  and  Katharine  (Tyler)  Brockway, 
and  granddaughter  of  Elijah  and  Sarah  (Av- 
ery) Brockway.  Bier  ancestors  on  her  moth- 
er’s side  took  prominent  part  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  as  did  also  the  ancestors  of  her 
husband.  Elijah  Brockway  was  a farmer,  and 
spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  at  the  home  of 
his  son  Roswell.  He  was  the  father  of  the 
following  children : Elijah  married  Asenath 

Dickinson,  and  resided  in  Deep  River;  he  was 
a carpenter  and  joiner.  Roswell  was  the 
grandfather  of  Wingate  C.  Howard.  George 
married  Emily  Post ; lie  was  a ship  carpenter, 
and  lived  to  be  ninety-two  years  old.  Sall\ 
married  Stephen  Pratt,  a quarrvman  of  Sa\  - 
brook.  Charlotte  married  George  De  Wolf,  a 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Lyme.  Lydia  died  un- 
married. 

Roswell  Brockway,  referred  to  above,  was 
horn  July  1,  1785.  in  Saybrok.  in  the  house 
now  occupied  bv  his  son  Kliaphalet.  He  was 
reared  a farmer,  but  carl>  in  life  went  into 
the  coasting  trade,  hauling  produce  from  the 
Connecticut  river  ports  to  the  city  oi  New 
York,  lie  owned  several  different  schooners 
and  sloops,  at  different  time''  I hr  last  ves- 
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sel  he  owned  was  the  sloop  “Hero”  and  short- 
ly after  he  had  disposed  of  this  he  was  struck 
by  a falling  tree  when  cutting  trees  on  his 
farm,  and  fatally  injured.  He  died  nine  days 
later,  June  7,  1827.  Mr.  Brockway  was  mar- 
ried November  18,  1810,  to  Katharine  Tyler, 
who  was  born  in  Haddam  March  27,  1792, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Hannah  (Bush- 
nell)  Tyler,  and  died  in  Essex,  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Hannah  Howard,  April  14, 
1875.  Mrs.  Hannah  Howard  had  a brother, 
Roswell  T.,  who  was  killed  in  Florida  by  the 
Seminole  Indians.  Her  sister,  Katherine, 
married  Ralph  Buckingham,  and  they  are  now 
(1902)  living  in  Essex,  he  at  the  age  of  nine- 
ty-two, and  she,  aged  eighty-six.  Eliaphalet, 
another  brother,  was  a farmer  and  fisherman 
in  Saybrook.  Charles,  the  youngest  of  her 
brothers,  was  a steamboat  captain  and  pilot; 
he  lived  at  Columbus,  Ga.,  where  he  died  un- 
married in  1894.  Minerva,  another  sister,  is 
the  widow  of  Jesse  M.  Kingsley,  and  is  living 
in  Deep  River. 

The  children  of  Lyman  Howard  were  five 
in  number:  Eliza  B.,  now  Mrs.  R.  P.  Nye, 

of  North  Falmouth,  Mass.;  Charles  L.,  a 
newspaper  man  of  Bridgeport,  Conn. ; William 
P-,  a mechanic,  at  Bridgeport;  Wingate  C. ; and 
Olive  Tyler,  who  died  when  four  years  old. 

Wingate  C.  Howard  spent  the  first  eight 
years  of  his  life  at  Deep  River,  and  then  lived 
at  Essex,  Conn.,  where  his  father  had  a home, 
going  to  and  from  New  York  City  to  his  busi- 
ness. At  Essex  young  Wingate  attended 
school  and  remembers  Miss  Achsah  Wright 
among  his  earlier  teachers.  When  the  family 
began  to  spend  their  winters  in  the  city  of  New 
York  he  attended  the  13th  street  school,  and 
later  continued  his  education  at  the  Weston 
Military  School,  at  Weston,  Conn.,  an  institu- 
tion of  the  highest  character,  under  the  late 
Gen.  Jarvis.  His  parents  removing*  to  Jer- 
sey City,  Mr.  Howard  there  completed  his 
preparation  for  Yale,  at  Hasbrouck  Institute, 
a boys’  school,  and  was  about  to  enter  college 
when  a most  desirable  business  opportunity 
presented  itself,  and  all  thought  of  Yale  was 
abandoned.  Wingate  and  his  brother,  Will- 
iam P.,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  ivory 
and  bone  novelties  at  Ivoryton,  Conn.  After 
three  years  in  this  business  they  sold  it,  and 
Wingate  went  to  Hartford,  where  he  became 
a newspaper  man,  working  on  the  Times,  and 


then  on  the  Telegram,  on  which  latter  paper 
he  was  city  editor  for  two  years.  It  was  con- 
ducted by  Judge  D.  C.  Birdsall,  and  was  a 
newspaper  of  much  influence. 

In  1887  Mr.  Howard  came  to  Middletown 
to  take  the  position  of  assistant  bookkeeper  for 
the  Middletown  Plate  Company,  and  for  eight 
years  was  connected  with  that  establishment. 
In  1897  he  was  elected  to  his  present  position 
by  215  majority,  and  two  years  later  was  re- 
elected by  almost  one  thousand  majority, 
though  he  had  for  his  antagonist  the  strong- 
est man  the  Republican  party  could  put  in  the 
field.  As  the  town  is  largely  Republican,  this 
is  evidence  of  Mr.  Howard's  character  and 
standing.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  while 
he  lived  in  Essex,  and  carried  on  the  manu- 
facturing business  at  Ivoryton  with*  his  brother, 
he  began  his  political  career  by  attending  as  a 
delegate  the  Congressional  convention  that 


nominated  Washington  F.  Willcox  for  Con- 


gress. This  convention  was  held  at  New  Ha- 
ven, and  Mr.  Willcox  was  duly  elected. 

Mr.  Howard  belongs  to  Central  Lodge, 
No.  12,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 


and  is  a Mason  of  high  degree,  being  a member 


of  St.  John’s  Lodge,  Washington  Chapter,  Cy- 
rene  Commandery,  all  of  Middletown.  He  is 
a charter  member  of  the  Middletown  lodge  of 
Benevolent  and  Protective’ Order  of  Elks.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Middletown  Wheel  Club, 
a director  in  the  Russell  Library  Company,. a 
director  in  the  Middletown  Building  and  Loan 
Association,  secretary  of  the  Middletown 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  and  secretary  of 
the  Middletown  Silver  Company. 

Mrs.  Wingate  C.  Howard  was  Grace  A. 
Perry,  of  Lowell,  Mass.  They  were  married 
in  1890,  and  have  two  children,  Hope  and  Ray, 


both  living.  Mrs.  Howard  belongs  to  the 


South  Congregational  Church  in  Middletown. 
She  is  eligible  to-  the  Society  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  but  has  not  uni- 
ted with  it. 


WILBUR  SAMUEL  COMSTOCK  is  an 
energetic  and  successful  business  man  of  East 
Haddam,  Middlesex  county,  who>  is  now  de- 
voting his  time  and  attention  to  insurance  and 
real  estate. 

In  tracing-  Mr.  Comstock’s  ancestry  we  find 
the  first  of  the  Comstock  family  of  whom  we 
have  any  accurate  knowledge  was  Jabez  Com- 
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stock,  who  was  born  May  20,  1758,  and  died 
August  14,  1821.  He  married  Dorothy  Hunn, 
who  was  born  in  1756,  and  they  had  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Dorothy,  born  April  2,  1784, 

who  died  December  28,  1829;  Sophia,  born 
March  8,  1787;  Julia,  born  May  21,  1790;  Ja- 
bez,  who  is  mentioned  belowt;  and  Vincey  B. 
A.,  who  was  born  April  14,  1795,  and  died 
August  25,  1816. 

Jabez  Comstock,  the  grandfather  of  Wil- 
bur S.,  was  born  February  11,  1792,  and  died 
December  11,  i860.  He  was  a life-long  resi- 
dent of  East  Haddam,  dying  in  Hadlyme.  In 
his  political  views  he  was  a Republican.  On 
October  28,  1818,  he  married  Ann  Parmelee, 
who  was  born  June  10,  1800,  and  died  January 
17,  1824.  By  that  union  there  were  two  chil- 
dren: Samuel  P.,  father  of  Wilbur  S.,  and 

Ann,  who  was  born  January  8,  1824,  and  died 
November  5,  1873,  the  mother  dying  a few 
days  after  her  birth.  The  grandfather  was 
again  married,  September  25,  1825,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Margaret  Brockway,  who 
was  born  March  30,  1807,  and  died  in  1883. 
By  this  marriage  there  were  twelve  children, 
whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  were  as  fol- 
lows: Jabez,  December  21,  1826;  Caroline, 

June  Ii,  1828;  Margaret,  June  22,  1830;  Vic- 
tory, March  26,  1832  (died  of  lockjaw  Janu- 
ary 2,  1840)  ; Hiram,  December  6,  1833;  Vin- 
cey, January  12,  1836  (died  July  23,  1843)  J 
John,  December  13,  1837;  Elizabeth  Smith, 
June  8,  1840  (died  July  22,  1843);  Antoin- 
ette, April  5,  1843;  Llewellyn,  September  28. 
1844;  Clayton,  December  5,  1847;  and  Major 
Victory,  April  16,  1850. 

Samuel  P.  Comstock,  father  of  Wilbur  S., 
was  born  October  29,  1821,  in  East  Haddam, 
where  lie  grew  to  manhood  and  was  married  to 
Almira  Gardner,  a native  of  the  same  town, 
who  died  in  1855.  He  was  again  married,  in 
i860,  his  second  union  being  with  Alary  Jane 
Miner,  who  died  on  June  26,  1863.  1 1 is  death 

occurred  in  Moodus,  East  Haddam,  April 
5,  1865.  By  trade  he  was  a joiner  and  ship 
carpenter.  Wilbur  S.,  subject  of  this  review, 
was  the  eldest  of  his  three  children.  Eliza- 
beth A.,  born  in  October,  1851,  married  J.  V . 
Root,  of  East  Haddam,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Wilbur  C.  Arthur  died  in  1856. 

Wilbur  S.  Comstock  was  horn  in  East  I lad 
dam,  August  16,  1849,  ;m,l  lived  in  the  Had 
lyme  Society  until  ten  years  of  age,  when  the 


family  moved  to  Moodus.  He  attended  first 
the  local  schools,  and  later  spent  two  years  at 
W esleyan  Academy,  W ilbraham.  Mass.  He 
comes  of  a family  which  has  much  natural  abil- 
ity along  mechanical  lines,  his  father  and 
grandfather  both  being  good  mechanics,  and 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  entered  the  shops 
of  Zelote  E.  Chaffee,  of  M<  odus,  where  he  laid 
the  foundation  for  his  trade,  that  of  a ma- 
chinist. He  continued  to  be  thus  emploved  in 
Moodus  for  a time,  and  for  three  years  was 
w ith  the  Pratt  & \\  hitney  Company,  at  Hart- 
foi  d,  afterward  working  for  Brown  & Sharpe 
of  1 tovidence,  R.  I.,  for  a time.  During  the 
following  three  years  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  W.  J.  Squires,  of  East  Haddam,  who  was 
the  inventor  of  the  machines  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  linen  netting,  and  was  engaged  in  mak- 
ing the  same.  In  1879  and  1880  .Mr.  Com- 
stock leased  and  successfully  operated  the  fer- 
i } at  Goodspeed,  and  for  six  years  represented 
C.  D.  Loss  <k  Son,  01  New  London,  as  a trav- 
eling salesman,  his  territory  covering  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut  and  a small  part  of  New 
Aork  State,  and  Massachusetts.  In  1889  lie 
located  permanently  in  East  Haddam.  and 
turned  his  attention  to  the  insurance  business, 
in  which  he  has  been  unusually  successful,  rep- 
1 esenting  twenty-three  of  the  leading  o>mpa- 
nies  of  this  country,  principally  of  New  York, 
PI  art  ford  and  Philadelphia;  lie  devotes  most 
of  his  time  to  lire  insurance,  though  he  also 
includes  all  other  forms  oi.  insurance,  and  is 
interested  in  the  real-estate  business. 

In  1886  Alt',  t omstock  was  married  t>> 
i Aliss  Jennie  Douglas  Boanlman.  daughter  of 
( apt.  Frank  and  Mary  Douglas  Boardman,  of 
East  Haddam.  Mr.  Comstock  is  an  enthusias- 
tic Mason,  a member  and  past  master  of  Co- 
lumbia Lodge,  No.  26,  A.  F.  & A.  M..  in  which 
be  has  taken  a great  interest  for  manv  vears, 
acting  in  the  capacity  of  secretary  since  1893, 
and  has  been  prominent  in  raising  the  lodge  to 
a very  creditable  standard,  and  in  securing  for 
it  a lodge  nx»m  of  its  own.  I le  has  held  nearly 
every  office  in  the  gilt  of  his  lodge,  and  is  now 
a member  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  acting  at 
present  as  District  Depute  to  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter, for  Middlesex  county,  lie  L also  a mem- 
ber of  Burning  Bush  Chapter  No.  29.  R.  \.  M . 
of  Essex,  and  of  Cyrenc  Commanderv,  No.  N. 
Knights  Templar,  of  Middletown.  Conn  In 


912 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1893,  when  Columbia  Lodge  celebrated  its  one 
hundredth  anniversary,  Mr.  Comstock  was  put 
in  charge  of  the  celebration,  which,  though  car-' 
ried  out  on  a large  scale,  was  very  successful. 
In  1900,  when  East  Haddam  celebrated  its 
two  hundredth  anniversary,  his  fellow  citizens, 
having  in  mind  the  ability  he  displayed  on  the 
former  occasion,  made  him  chairman  of  the  ex- 
ecutive committee,  and  his  services  fully  justi- 
fied their  selection.  Mr.  Comstock  is  at  pres- 
ent a vestryman  of  St.  Stephen’s.  Episcopal 
Church  'of  his  town.  He  is  secretary 
of  the  Southern  Middlesex  County  Insur- 
ance and  Tariff  Board ; secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Moodus  Drum  and  Fife  Corps ; one 
of  the  original  members,  president  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Moodus  Drum  and  Fife  Corps  Cor- 
poration ; secretary  of  the  River  View  Ceme- 
tery Association  of  East  Haddam ; and  inter- 
ested in  several  other  enterprises.  He  is  ac- 
tive in  all  local  matters  which  have  for  their 
aim  the  best  interests  of  his  town  and  its  peo- 
ple. Politically  he  is  a pronounced  Repub- 
lican. 

ARCHIBALD  W.  COMSTOCK,  of  The 
Comstock,  Cheney  & Co.,  was  born  in  Essex 
May  25,  i860.  His  education  was  received  in 
the  public  schools,  and  later  he  became  a stu- 
dent at  Phillips  Academy,  at  Andover,  Mass., 
where  he  graduated  in  1880.  The  several  suc- 
ceeding years  he  devoted  to  travel. 

Upon  his  return  to  his  native  town  Mr. 
Comstock  entered  the  company's  office,  being 
made  a director  in  the  business,  having  been 
a member  of  the  firm  since  attaining  his  ma- 
jority, and  for  the  past  several  years  he  has 
been  treasurer  of  the  company.  In  politics  he 
is  a Republican,  although  not  an  active  politi- 
cian. A regular  attendant  of  church,  he  has 
not  connected  himself  with  any  organization 
in  Essex,  and  belongs  to  no-  societies. 

On  April  22,  1889,  Mr.  Comstock  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Harriet  Mooar,  of  Oak- 
land, Cal.,  and  to*  this  union  was  born  one  son, 
Elliott  Mooar,  October  20,  1891. 

GEORGE  W.  McALLISTER,  one  of 
the  leading  men  of  Saybrook,  Middlesex  coun- 
ty, who  follows  the  vocation  of  blacksmith, 
and  who  has  served  as  second  selectman,  is  a 
son  of  James  McAllister. 

James  McAllister  was  born  and  reared  in 


West  Virginia,  near  the  Pennsylvania  State 
line,  and  for  a time  in  his  early  manhood  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods. 
Disposing  of  this  business,  however,  he  moved 
to  Monongahela  City,  Pa.,  where  he  engaged 
in  blacksmithing  and  general  carriage  work, 
in  which  he  was  very  skillful.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  cavalry  saddles  for  the  Union 
troops,  an  enterprise  that  proved  disastrous, 
as  the  sharp  competition  on  a constantly  rising 
market  proved  fatal  to  profit  in  any  contract 
he  took.  Mr.  McAllister  spent  his  last  days 
in  Pittsburg,  where  he  died  December  20, 
1883,  aged  seventy-seven  years.  Mr.  McAl- 
lister married  Susan  Neal,  and  to  this  union 
were  born:  John,  who  is  deceased;  William, 

Samuel,  and  Jane,  all  three  living  in  Marion, 
Ind. ; James  and  Louise,  both  dead;  George 
W.,  whose  name  appears  at  the  beginning  of 
this  sketch;  and  Mary  C.,  who-  married  Robert 
B.  Gorton,  of  Niantic,  Connecticut. 

George  W.  McAllister  was  born  at  Bethle- 
hem, Pa.,  January  3,  1848,  and  received  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  public  schools,  which  he  attended 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  old.  At  that  age  he 
entered  his  father’s  shop,  and  under  his  in- 
struction became  a competent  blacksmith  in 
every  branch  of  the  trade.  When  the  father 
was  obliged  to  give  up  the  shop  on  account  of 
advancing  age,  the  son  took  up  the  business, 
and  for  a number  of  years  carried  it  on  alone. 
In  early  manhood  Mr.  McAllister  moved  to 
Cayuga,  Livingston  Co.,  111.,  and  in  company 
with  a brother-in-law1,  engaged  in  the  black- 
smithing  business  for  four  years,  when  he  came 
East  tot  Niantic,  Conn.,  where  for  two1  years 
he  was  engaged  at  his  trade.  In  December, 
1876,  he  came  to1  Saybrook  to  open  a shop  in 
a building  which  he  rented  of  R.  B.  Chalker, 
and  in  November,  1883,  he  removed  to  the 
new  shop  which  he  built  at  the  head  of  Main 
street,  and  now  occupies.  Mr.  McAllister  is 
a careful  and  methodical  business  man,  ex- 
tremely painstaking,  and  very  skillful,  with  a 
broad  and  accurate  knowledge  of  his  trade. 
In  horseshoeing  and  general  jobbing  he  excels, 
points  of  much  importance  in  a community 
like  Old  Saybrook. 

George  W.  McAllister  and  Miss  Ida  Hunt- 
ley,  of  Niantic,  were  married  in  1877,  and  to 
this  union  have  come  three  children : William 

(deceased),  Lyle  and  Claude. 
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Mr.  McAllister  is  a stanch  Republican.  He 
is  deservedly  popular  among  all  classes,  and 
has  served  on  the  board  of  selectmen  five  years, 
but  he  steadily  refused  during  that  time  to  be 
more  than  the  second  member.  He  is  not  will- 
ing to  act  as  chairman  of  the  board,  though 
urged  to  do  so  by  his  friends.  Mr.  McAllis- 
ter is  a member  of  the  Cemetery  committee. 
His  wife  belongs  to  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  is  a member  of  Saybrook  Grange,  Xo.  59, 
P.  of  H.,  and  a lecturer  of  that  order. 

CHARLES  B.  YOUNG,  M.  D.,  is  forcing 
his  way  to  the  front  rapidly  by  his  native  pow- 
er and  his  thorough  preparation  for  his  pro- 
fessional career.  It  is  very  uncommon  for  a 
young  physician  to  secure  such  a high-class 
patronage  as  Dr.  Young  has  commanded.  He 
is  a young  man  who  adds  dignity  to  his  pro- 
fession, and  is  highly  regarded  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Dr.  Young  was  born  in  that  section  of 
Brooklyn  which  is  known  as  Williamsburg,  X. 
Y.,  January  2,  1869,  son  of  Deckett  and  Susan 
H.  (Bellamy)  Young.  Thomas  Young,  the 
Doctor’s  grandfather,  was  born  in  Ireland, 
where  he  was  married  to  Mary  Mayberry,  lie 
died  on  his  native  soil  in  1844,  leaving  a 
widow  and  a family  of  five  children:  John,  a 
resident  of  Madison,  N.  J. ; Margaret,  the 
widow  of  George  Fawcett,  living  in  New 
York;  Deckett;  Thomas,  now  a merchant  in 
Montclair,  N.  J.;  and  Mary  A.,  Mrs.  1 homas 
Barrett,  of  Brooklyn. 

Successful  in  his  business  enterprises. 
Thomas  Young  moved  among  the  better  class 
of  people.  His  children  were  well  reared  by 
the  widowed  mother,  who  is  remembered  as 
an  intelligent  and  far-seeing  woman.  They 
all  came  to  America  and  Mrs.  Young  lived 
long  enough  to'  see  her  sons  successful  in  busi- 
ness and  her  daughters  well  married.  She  died 
in  Brooklyn  in  1884,  at  the  age  <>t  seventy  sev- 
en years. 

Deckett  Young  was  born  October  10,  1839, 
in  County  Kerry,  Ireland,  and  obtained  his 
early  education  in  his  native  countrv.  lie  lost 
his  father  when  lie  was  but  five  years  old.  In 
the  summer  of  1857  he  Ireland  lot  the 
United  States,  where  lie  hoped  to  find  a better 
field  for  an  energetic  and  capable  young  man. 
Landing  in  New  York  City,  be  somt  secured 
a position  with  Napier,  Johnson  & t o.,  tea  and 
coffee  importers  and  bv  attending  strictly  t hi- 
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work  became  known  for  his  business  character- 
istics among  the  neighboring  firms.  In  the 
early  seventies  he  entered  the  office  of  the 
I Goodyear  Rubber  Company  as  a bookkeeper, 

; and  soon  became  regarded  as  a valuable  man, 
being  presently  put  in  charge  of  one  of  the  fac- 
tories of  the  company  in  the  upper  part  of  New 
York,  where  he  was  engaged  for  some  time. 
Later  in  his  connection  with  this  company,  in 
1881,  he  was  sent  to  Middletown,  as  manager 
of  the  plant  in  that  city.  Here  he  remained  un- 
til 1889,  when  he  returned  to  New  York  and 
became  the  business  manager  of  the  Lawrence 
Cement  Company.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
work  of  that  concern  until  1895,  when  be  gave 
; up  active  business  connections  and  spent  a year 
abroad  with  his  family.  In  the  city  of  New 
! York  he  made  his  home  until  1899,  when  he 
1 removed  to  Middletown,  where  he  is  n<»w  li\ 

in g- 

Deckett  Young  was  married,  July  16,  1803. 
in  New  York,  to  Miss  Susan  II.  Bellamy,  a 
native  of  that  city,  born  March  7.  1840,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Catherine  ( Kelley)  Bella- 
! my.  Her  father  came  from  the  County  of 
j Suffolk,  England,  to  the  United  States,  when 
I but  a lad  of  six  years.  His  wife,  a native  of 
New  York,  was  a daughter  of  William  Kelley, 
who  came  from  Ireland.  Mr.  Bellamy  was  an 
expert  locksmith,  and  his  name  is  still  remem- 
bered in  the  lockmaking  circles  of  that  city. 
Much  of  his  work,  which  was  the  finest  and 
most  skillful  in  bis  line,  was  done  in  the  sub- 
treasury and  in  the  large  banking  bouses  on 
Wall  street.  He  died  December  16,  1880.  * >t 
his  family  of  five  children.  Susan  II.  was  the 
second  child  and  the  eldest  daughter. 

Deckett  Young  and  bis  wife  bad  the  i<  1- 
lowing  named  children:  Joseph  died  in  in- 

fancy. Charles  B.  is  mentioned  below  . William 
B..  who  is  a merchant  <>f  Middletown.  <*f  the 
firm  of  Young  & Burr,  i-  a graduate  of  the 
New  York  ( < liege  of  Physicians  and  Sui 
geons,  1 S< » ; be  married  Ruth  G Buckley,  and 
they  have  one  son.  William  B..  |r.  Mrs. 
Deckett  Noting  died  December  13.  i*joo,  in 
Middletown,  and  was  buried  iti  Greenwood 
cemetery,  Brooklyn. 

C harles  B.  Young  attended  school  in  Brook- 
Ivn  and  in  New  \ ork,  and  later  the  lugb  school 
at  Middletown,  completing  Ins  preparatory 
course  m Wilsons  Grammar  School.  Middle 
town.  In  the  fall  of  1887  lie  became  a student 
of  Weslevan  Univcrsitv.  where  be  remained 
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two  years,  when  his  parents  removed  to  New 
York  City.  There  Charles  B.  and  his  brother 
entered  upon  a mercantile  business  and  spent  a 
year  in  New  York  and  another  year  in  Brook- 
lyn, at  that  work.  Disposing  of  this  business 
Charles  B.  Young  entered  the  New  York  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1894.  One  year  was 
spent  abroad  with  his  parents  and  brother.  In 
the  closing  days  of  1899,  he  opened  his  office 
in  Middletown,  where  he  has  since  engaged 
in  practice.  Dr.  Young  belongs  to  the  Mid- 
dlesex County  Medical  Society,  to-  the  Central 
Medical  Society,  and  to  the  Chi  Psi  fraternity, 
a college  organization. 

Dr.  Young  and  Miss  Daisy  M.  Coe  were 
married  in  Middletown  August  30,  1898.  Mrs. 
Young  was  born  on  Trench  Hill,  March  18, 
1879,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Sarah  (Perry) 
Coe,  and  is  a member  of  one  of  the  old  and 
well-known  families  of  Middlesex  county. 

GEORGE  SYLVESTER  BUTLER,  pres- 
ident and  general  manager  of  the  Butler  & 
Jewell  Company  at  Cromwell,  Middlesex  coun- 
ty, was  horn  March  20,  1866,  in  that  town, 
of  which  he  is  now  a most  enterprising  and 
progressive  citizen,  one  who*  is  advancing  with 
each  year.  Mr.  Butler  comes  of  sturdy  New 
England  stock,  and  for  generations  the  family 
have  been  prominent  in  their  church,  their 
Christian  spirit  being  made  manifest  with  each 
succeeding  veneration. 

Deacon  Richard  Butler,  founder  of  the  fam- 
ily in  America,  came  to  Boston,  Mass.,  from 
Braintree,  County  of  Essex,  England,  in  1632, 
and  first  located  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where 
lands  were  assigned  him,  and  where  he  erected 
a dwelling.  He  was  freeman  in  1.634,- was  a 
member  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker’s  congrega- 
tion,  and  in  1635  he  and  his  elder  brother, 
William,  joined  a company  for  the  settlement 
of  Hartford,  Conn.  Under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  and  Elder  .Stone,  the 
plantation  was  begun  in  the  fall  of  that  year. 
Richard  Butler  was  made  deacon  of  the  First 
Church,  subsequently  a grand  juror,  and  for 
several  years  a selectman  of  the  town,  and  was 
repeatedly  chosen  a representative  of  the  peo- 
ple to  the  General  Assembly.  Deacon  Butler 
was  twice  married,  but  the  name  of  his  first 
wife  and  all  particulars  regarding  her  have 
passed  into  oblivion.  His  second  marriage 


was  to  Elizabeth  Bigelow,  of  Hartford,  who 
bore  him  seven  children,  in  the  following  order  : 
Thomas,  born  in  1637,  married  a daughter  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Stone.  Samuel,  born  in  1639, 
was  made  a freeman,  at  Wethersfield,  in 
1669,  was  a deacon  in  the  church,  and  died 
December  2,  1692.  Nathaniel,  born  in  1641, 
settled  in  Wethersfield,  and  died  in  Febru- 
ary, 1679.  Joseph,  born  in  Hartford, 
in  1648,  settled  in  South  Wethersfield,  and 
was  married  in  1667  to  Amy,  daughter  of 
William  and  Sarah  Goodrich;  he  died  Decem- 
ber 10,  1732,  his  widow  on  June  18,  1735. 
Daniel,  born  in  Wethersfield,  settled  on  his 
father’s  homestead  in  Hartford,  and  died 
March  28,  1692;  his  widow,  Mabel,  subse- 
quently married  a Mr.  Taintor.  Mary,  born 
in  1635,  was  married  September  29,  1659,  to 
Samuel  Wright,  of  Wethersfield.  Elizabeth, 
born  in  1643,  was  hrst  married  to  Nemiah 
Olmstead,  and  afterward  to  Obediah  Gilbert. 
The  father  of  this  family  Deacon  Richard  But- 
ler, died  in  Hartford,  August  6,  1684,  and  his 
second  wife  passed  away  at  the  same  place  Sep- 
tember 11,  1691. 

Joseph  Butler,  fourth  of  the  above  enumer- 
ated children,  had  horn  to-  him,  by  his  mar- 
riage to  Amy  Goodrich,  children  as  follows : 
Gershom,  who  was  born  in  1683,  settled  in 
Middletown,  Upper  Houses,  near  Rocky  Hill, 
married  Mary  Deming,  and  died  May  1,  1765. 
Benjamin,  born  in  1673,  settled  in  the  same 
district  with  his  brother,'  Gershom,  and  there 
passed  his  life.  He  married  Thankful  Sage. 
Their  son  Charles,  born  in  1715,  died  in  1785. 
Joseph,  born  in  1675,  settled  at  Upper  Houses, 
and  married  a Miss  Horton,  of  Middletown; 
he  was  drowned.  Richard  was  a farmer  on 
Rocky  Hill.  Mary  was  married  to  David 
Edwards. 

Charles  Butler,  mentioned  in  the  above  par- 
agraph, was  a farmer  in  Rocky  Hill.  He  and 
his  wife,  Jerusha,  had  seven  children,  named: 
Mercy,  Jerusha,  Moses,  Benjamin,  David, 
Stephen  and  Ruth. 

Benjamin  Butler,  fourth  of  the  above  fam- 
ily, and  great-grandfather  of  George  S.  But- 
ler, was  horn  in  the  town  of  Rocky  Hill,  then 
a part  of  Wethersfield  town,  Hartford  county, 
and  in  early  life  was  a successful  storekeeper. 
About  1800  he  came  to  Cromwell,  and  kept  a 
hotel  or  tavern  near  where  William  Stickey 
lived  in  1899,  later  giving  the  business  to  his 
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sons,  Sylvester  and  Allen.  Benjamin  Butler 
had  invested  in  a vessel  in  the  West  Indies 
trade,  which  was  captured  by  a French  priva- 
teer while  on  a voyage  from  Cromwell,  or  [Mid- 
dletown, to  the  Indies,  laden  with  a valuable 
cargo  of  provisions,  etc.,  and  this  mishap  re- 
duced him  to  poverty,  as  he  was  never  remu- 
nerated by  the  French  Government.  Benja- 
min Butler  married  Eunice  Robbins,  who  was 
born  August  22.  1755,  and  came  of  a wealthy 
family  of  Rocky  Hill,  and  to  this  union  came 
a family  of  twelve  children,  viz. : Joseph  was 
born  June  3.  1776.  Demas,  born  February 
25,  1778,  died  November  19,  1800.  Jerusha, 
born  June  13,  1780,  was  married  to  Rufus 
Sage.  Allen,  born  September  3,  1783,  married 
Sarah  Sage.  Sylvester,  grandfather  of'George 
S.  Butler,  was  born  August  23,  1785,  and 
married  Anna  Butler,  of  another  family.  Mary, 
born  September  12,  1788,  died  in  May,  1790. 
Mary  (2),  born  September  30,  1790,  was  mar- 
ried to  Comfort  Starr.  Eunice,  born  February 
19,  1793,  became  the  wife  of  Ichabod  Chap- 
man, of  Pittsfield,  Mass.  Benjamin,  born  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1795,  died  three  days  later.  Jamin, 
born  March  8,  1796,  died  in  1813.  George, 
born  March  10,  1798,  married  Sarah  Green, 
of  New  York,  and  moved  to  Texas.  Sophia, 
born  August  9,  1800,  was  the  wife  of  Asael 
Woodruff,  and  died  in  Marietta,  Ohio.  The  fa- 
ther of  this  family  died  in  Cromwell  in  1813, 
and  there  his  remains  were  interred. 

Sylvester  Butler,  the  fifth  of  the  above  fam- 
ily. and  the  grandfather  of  George  S.  Butler, 
was  born  in  Rocky  Hill,  and  was  a boy  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Cromwell,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life.  To  his 
marriage  to  Anna  Butler,  who  was  born  in 
1796,  daughter  of  Elnathan  and  Mary 
(Smith)  Butler,  came  five  children,  viz.: 
Amelia,  born  December  7,  1815,  died  unmar- 
ried February  ro,  1844.  Benjamin,  born  l)c 
cember  22,  1817,  died  October  26,  1822. 

George  Henry,  born  October  2b,  1820,  w ill  be 
spoken  of  more  fully  in  the  next  paragraph. 
Maria  A.,  born  June  17,  1831,  was  the  wife  of 
Samuel  A.  Wright,  and  died  in  Cromwell. 
Marv  If.,  born  February  8,  1836,  was  married 
to  Ilenrv  W.  Bulkier,  and  died  November  15, 
1890.  Sylvester  Butler,  the  father,  died  No- 
vember 14,  1 8r>i,  and  \1111a,  his  widow  , died 
April  4,  1864.  lie  was  a prominent  member 
of  the  Congregational  ( lunch. 

Deacon  George  H.  Butler,  the  fathci  of 


George  S.,  was  born  in  Cromwell  town,  near 
the  Connecticut  river,  and  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  Cromwell  Academy,  the 
latter  an  excellent  institution,  under  the  charge 
of  E.  G.  Doolittle  and  E.  P.  Warren.  \vh< > la- 
ter became  Congregational  ministers.  After 
leaving  school  [Mr.  Butler  assisted  his  father 
on  the  home  farm  for  several  summers,  and 
for  as  many  winters  taught  -ch<  1.  at  812  per 
month  and  board,  for  his  earlier  school  teach- 
ing in  Meriden  and  Rocky  Hill:  later  he  re- 
ceived $50  per  month  for  his  services  in  Crom- 
well, With  his  earnings  he  bought  a tract  of 
twenty-two  acres  in  Cromwell  from  his  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Elnathan  Butler,  who  for 
nearly  forty  years  lived  near  the  old  toll-gate 
in  Rocky  Hill.  This  tract  he  has  added  to  un- 
til lie  now  has  140  acres,  on  which  he  carries 
1 on  general  farming.  Deacon  Butler  is  in  poli- 
I tics  a Republican,  and  has  served  as  grand 
juror  and  on  the  board  of  relief.  He  is  deacon 
emeritus  in  the  Congregational  Church,  hav- 
ing served  thirty  years,  and  having  resigned 
when  seventy-two  years  old. 

On  November  9,  1854.  Deacon  Butler  mar- 
ried, in  Cromwell,  Lucinthia  Hutchinson,  who 
was  born  April  8,  1827.  daughter  of  Dr.  Ira 
and  Lucinthia  (Cone)  Hutchinson,  first  of 
Haddam,  and  later  of  Cromwell.  This  mar- 
riage was  graced  with  four  children,  namely: 
Ernest,  born  October  2,  1855,  was  graduated 
from  the  New  Britain  Normal  School,  taught 
in  Cromwell,  Windsor,  Cheshire  and  Wind- 
ham, and  is  now  a clerk  in  Buffalo,  X.  Y. : he 
married  Gertrude  Hatch,  who  bore  him  one 
son.  that  died  in  infancy,  and  Mrs.  Butler,  also, 
is  deceased.  Kate  Hutchinson,  the  Deacon's 
second  child,  was  born  November  27.  1858. 
was  married  to  Chauncey  M.  Warner,  and  has 
two  sons,  George  M.  and  Willi"  C Ann  Lu- 
cinthia, horn  April  21.  1864,  died  \ugust  31. 
1867.  The  fourth  in  the  family  is  George  Syl- 
vester, whose  name  opens  this  biographical  re 
view. 

George  S.  Butler  received  the  rudiments  of 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town,  and  then  attended  school  at  Mid- 
dletown. from  the  high  school  of  which  city 
he  was  graduated  w ith  the  class  oi  t8Sj  S'^'U 
afterward,  in  the  same  year,  he  started  in  the 
fruit  business,  on  an  acre  of  land  on  his  father's 
farm,  which  he  planted  in  raspl>emes  and 
blackberries.  Mr.  Butler  brought  to  the  en- 
terprise the  energy  and  determination  of  youth. 
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and  the  growth  of  the  business  has  been  steady 
and  sure.  In  1886  the  first  catalogue  was  is- 
sued. In  1896  he  took  into-  partnership  Har- 
vey Jewell,  and  the  firm  became  Butler  & 
Jewell.  On  January  31,  1898,  the  firm  was  in- 
corporated with  a capital  stock  of  $25,000.  In 
1899  Mr.  Butler  bought  the  interest  of  Har- 
vey Jewell,  who  withdrew  from  the  company. 
The  individual  members  of  the  firm  were  G. 
S.  Butler.  Harvey  Jewell,  E.  E.  Jewell,  C.  A. 
Jewell  and  E,  S.  Coe.  The  directors  are 
George  S.  Butler,  president,  manager  and 
treasurer;  Charles  A.  Jewell  (treasurer  of  the 
Jewell  Belting  Company,  of  Hartford)  and 
E.  S.  Coe  (president  of  the  J.  & E.  Stevens 
Company,  of  Cromwell).  The  company  has 
a tract  O'f  about  320  acres,  and  makes  a special- 
ty of  berries,  plums  and  peaches.  In  the  nur- 
sery employment  is  given  to  fifteen  hands,  and 
in  the  fruit  department  fifty  are  required.  They 
have  just  completed  one  of  the  finest  offices  in 
New  England,  and  have  facilities  for  handling 
5.000  trees  and  50,000  berry  plants  per  day, 
during  the  season.  Their  fruit  is  usually  placed 
in  the  markets  of  Hartford,  Springfield,  Bos- 
ton. Worcester,  Brattleboro  and  Providence, 
and  they  market  about  one  hundred  bushels  of 
berries  per  day  in  the  season.  They  produce  a 
large  percentage  of  the:  home-grown  pjlurns 
sold  in  the  New  England  markets,  some  of 
which  in  the  past  season  measured  eight  inches 
in  circumference.  This  season,  for  the  first 
time,  12,000  fruit  trees  promised  to  bear  a 
full  crop.  There  are  now  under  cultivation  ten 
acres  of  strawberries,  fifteen  of  raspberries, 
six  of  blackberries,  besides  peach,  plum,  apple 
and  cherry  trees,  besides  other  small  invest- 
ments which  are  the  result  of  labor,  brains  and 
business  ability  which  had  to'  make  their  own 
capital.  President  Butler,  of  the  company,  has 
been  honored  by  his  townsmen,  who;  have  been 
quick  to  recognize  merit  and  sterling  integrity. 
As  the  choice  of  the  Republicans  he  was  a 
member  of  the  General  Assembly  in  1893, 
served  on  the  committee  on  Forfeited  Rights 
and  was  known  for  his  manly  courage  and 
honesty.  In  1900  he  was  the  Democratic  can- 
didate for  judge  of  probate;  he  has  been  one 
of  the  assessors  of  Cromwell,  and  was  form- 
erly master  of  Cromwell  Grange.  He  was 
prominent  in  forming  the  Connecticut  Porno- 
logical  Society,  and  was  its  first  secretary  ; in 
J901  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Fairs 


and  Exhibits  ; and  is  now  chairman  of  the  com-  1 
mittee  on  New  Fruits. 

On  June  24,  1891,  Mr.  Butler  was  married 
to  Miss  Carrie  Savage,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 1,  1865,  and  is  a daughter  of  the  late 
Deacon  Ralph  B.  Savage,  of  Cromwell.  They 
have  three  children,  namely : Sylvester  Ben- 

iamin, born  July  26,  1892;  Ralph  Savage, 
April  10,  1894;  and  Lucinthia,  May  14,  1896. 

George  S.  Butler  is  a devout  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  has  been 
treasurer,  and  has  served  on  the  standing  com- 
mittee. He  was  president  of  the  Christian  En- 
deavor Society  of  Cromwell  at  its  organiza- 
tion, and  has  also'  served  as  a member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  County  Christian 
Endeavor  Society.  His  work  in  the  church 
is  constant  and  untiring,  and  no  resident  of 
Middlesex  county  bears  a more  respected  name 
than  does  George  S.  Butler. 


BENJAMIN  F.  TURNER  is  a straight- 
forward business  man  of  Middletown,  where 
he  has  been  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  for 
twenty-five  years,  and  he  knows  the  trade  from 
top  to  bottom,  in  the  most  practical  manner. 
In  Middletown  he  stands  very  high,  and  is 
regarded  as  a valuable  citizen. 


Mr.  Turner  springs  from  one  of  the  old 
families  of  Middlesex  county,  where  the  fam- 
ily has  been  long  established.  James  Turner, 
his  paternal  grandfather,  was  born  in  Haddam, 
Conn.,  in  1815,  son  of  John  Turner  and  his 
third  wife,  Amelia  (Wilcox).  John  Turner 
was  born  in  1768,  and  lived  to  be  eighty-seven 
years  old.  Elizabeth  Chatfield,  his  first  wife, 
who  died  in  1798,  was  the  mother  of  three 
children  : Hannah  Ely,  who  married  Henry 

Wilcox,  of  Killingworth ; Danforth,  who  was 
a shoemaker,  and  kept  the  toll-gate  for  years 
between  Haddam  and  Higganum ; and  Oreb, 
a mechanic  in  New  Haven,  who  left  a large 
family.  John  Turner’s  second  wife,  Ruth  Ar- 
nold, died  in  t8io,  leaving  one  child,  John  A. 
His  third  wife,  Amelia,  died  in  1834.  She 
was  the  mother  of  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: Elizabeth  Ruth,  born  in  1812,  married 

Elijah  Stevens,  and  died  in  Deep  River.  James, 
born  in  1815,  was  the  grandfather  of  Benja- 
min F.  Turner.  A child  born  in  1818,  died  in 
infancy.  Amelia  Louisa,  born  in  1820,  mar- 
ried Ansel  Clark,  and  died  in  Deep  River. 
Joseph,  born  in  1822,  died  in  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.. 


* 
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where  he  was  a wealthy  planter  before  the 
Civil  war ; as  a man  from  the  North  he  was  ex- 
posed to  suspicion,  and  all  his  property  was 
confiscated  by  the  Rebel  Government,  reducing 
him  to  comparative  penury.  Benjamin,  born 
in  1825,  an  adventurous  character,  joined 
Walker’s  expedition  to  Central  America,  where 
he  died  from  cholera ; a surveyor  on  the  Pana- 
ma Canal,  he  was  forced  to  join  the  Expedi- 
tion ; his  widow  remarried,  and  is  now  the 
widow  of  Enos  Thomas,  residing  at  Westfield, 
Mass.  One  of  their  two  children  lives  in  West- 
field. 

James  Turner,  noted  above,  was  early 
thrown  on  his  own  resources,  and  made  his 
own  way  in  the  world.  When  a young  man 
he  worked  in  Meriden,  and  was  there  married 
to  Sarah  M.  Perkins,  born  in  Meriden  in  1812, 
daughter  of  Liberty  Perkins.  They  had  two 
children,  as  follows:  (1)  John  A.,  the  father 

of  Benjamin  F.,  was  born  March  25,  1839. 
(2)  Mary  P.,  born  July  24,  1843,  married 
Oliver  W.  Woodworth,  and  is  now  a resident 
of  Middletown,  Conn.  About  1840  James 
Turner  removed  to  Pameacha,  and  from  there, 
six  years  later,  to  Yalesville,  where  he  remained 
only  a short  time,  returning  to  Middletown, 
where  he  afterward  lived.  For  a time  he 
worked  in  a lock  shop  for  Nathaniel  Bacon,  but 
failing  health  necessitated  a change  of  occu- 
pation, and  he  took  up  the  business  of  selling 
tinware  through  the  country  from  wagons.  Af- 
ter following  this  for  a time,  and  finding  his 
health  improved,  he  bought  out  the  small  es- 
tablishment of  N.  B.  & Miner  Smith,  on  Main 
street,  in  Middletown,  and  presently  worked 
into  an  exclusive  grocery  business,  in  which 
lie  had  the  assistance  of  his  son,  John  A.  I his 
business  he  sold  to  Burr  Brothers,  and  bought 
the  establishment  of  Spencer  & Dickinson, 
which  he  managed  for  two  years.  After  some 
business  changes,  he  built  the  store  where  Ben- 
jamin F.  Turner  is  now  doing  business,  and 
was  established  there  until  his  death,  in  1885. 
His  wife  died  in  1893,  and  both  arc  buried  in 
Pine  Grove  cemetery. 

John  A.  Turner,  the  father  of  Benjamin  b . 
was  born  in  Meriden,  March  2 3'  1 8,V).  ;in'i 
was  a child  when  his  parents  removed  to  Mid 
dletown,  where  lie  was  reared.  \\  hen  a young 
man  he  worked  for  a time  for  Nathaniel 
Smith,  the  baker,  and  was  then  associated  with 
hk  father  in  business,  \bout  the  close  ol  the 
war  he  went  to  Durham,  where  he  became  in 


terested  not  only  in  a hotel,  which  he  conduct- 
ed, but  also  in  stage  lines  between  Durham 
and  Middletown,  and  between  Pameacha  and 
the  railroad  depot  at  Middletown.  About  1874 
he  became  proprietor  of  the  "Kilbourn 
House,”  in  Middletown,  where  he  spent  some 
time.  Plis  last  years  were  passed  in  Montreal, 
Canada,  where  he  was  in  business,  and  where 
he  died  in  1898.  Mr.  Turner  married  Jemima 
Bailey,  who  was  born  in  Higganumj  a descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  old  families  of  Haddam,  and 
died  in  1880.  To  this  union  were  born : Ben- 
jamin F. ; Sarah,  who  married  Warren  Ful- 
ler, of  Amesbury,  Mass.;  a daughter  who  died 
in  infancy;  James  ( who  died  in  Middh 
in  1889,  leaving  a widow  and  one  child;  and 
Amelia  L.,  Mrs.  George  M.  Selleek.  * >f  Green- 
wich, Connecticut. 

Benjamin  F.  Turner  was  born  March  17. 
t86o,  in  Middletown,  and  obtained  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  that  city  and  in  those  of 
Durham,  where  several  vears  of  his  lw>vh*«>d 
were  passed.  Leaving  the  high  school  at  Mid- 
dletown when  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  he 
took  a position  as  clerk  with  his  grandfather. 
Fames  Turner,  and  remained  in  hi  y un- 

til 1884.  That  year  the  firm  of  B.  F.  . 

& Co.,  with  George  11.  Nichols  as  the  associ- 
ate of  Mr.  Turner,  took  over  the  business  of 
the  elder  Turner,  and  they  continued  in  suc- 
cessful operation  until  1S90.  In  the  latter  year 
Mr.  Turner  bought  out  the  interest  of  Mr. 
Nichols,  becoming  the  sole  owner  of  the  busi- 
ness. and  has  continued  as  such  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  Since  1870  he  has  been  at  his  pres- 
ent stand,  and  he  has  built  up  a ver\  tine  pa- 
tronage. He  was  a member  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  the  New  England  Retail  t mvers’ 
Pub.  Co. 

Mr.  Turner  was  married  November  28, 
1883,  to  Miss  Jennie  Stevens,  who  was  l*>rn  in 
Killingworth  June  6,  1801,  daughter  of  Da- 
vid K.  and  Flora  (Snow)  Stevens.  \ sketch 
of  her  father  appears  elsewhere.  Titov  have 
four  children:  Mima.  Franklin  G.  Clelie 

Olive  ami  Nelson  B.  Mrs.  turner  l>clongs  to 
the  Congregational  * lutrch.  is  a member  of 
the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  is  a popu- 
lar and  estimable  lady.  Mr.  1 timer  is  a Ma- 
son of  high  degree,  and  one  of  the  hard-work- 
ing and  reliable  meml>ers  of  the  fraternity  He 
is  past,  master  of  St.  John  s Enlgc.  No  2.  r. 
Si  \ M.;  is  enrolled  in  Washington  Giapter. 
No,  f»,  R . A.  M.;  t yrene  t ommamler\,  No. 
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8,  K.  T. : and  Pyramid  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N. 
M.  S.  For  five  years  he  was  district  deputy 
for  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Middlesex  county.  For 
some  years  Mr.  Turner  w'as  clerk  and  treasurer 
of  his  school  district,  and  he  is  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  progress  of  the  schools.  Fie  is  a 
Republican,  and  strong  in  his  party  faith,  but 
not  a politician.  A representative  business 
man,  Mr.  Turner  has  hosts  of  friends  in  the 
city,  and  may  well  be  proud  of  his  high  stand- 
ing. 


GEORGE  I.  ALLEN,  the  present  efficient 
and  popular  postmaster  at  Middletown,  Mid- 
dlesex county,  though  a young  man,  and  of 
comparatively  brief  citizenship  in  that  place, 
has  by  his  tact  and  abilities  rapidly  forged  his 
way  to  the  front,  and  is  making  his  influence 
felt  in  the  community  in  which  he  has  cast 
his  lot. 

Born  April  7,  1869,  in  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
Mr.  Allen  is  a son  of  Wilson  and  Adelia 
(Gibbs)  Allen,  the  former  of  whom  was  a na- 
tive of  Morristown,  N.  J.  They  had  two  chil- 
dren : George  I.  and  Lewis,  the  last  named 

being  a resident  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.  Shortly 
after  the  birth  of  our  subject  the  parents  took 
up  their  residence  in  New  Haven,  and  here,  in 
the  public  schools,  he  received  his  education. 
Mr.  Allen's  mother  died  when  he  was 
but  a child,  and  he  has  made  his  own  way  in 
the  world  from  early  youth.  When  but  a boy 
he  worked  in  shops  and  later  was  engaged  at 
various  kinds  of  work,  in  different  sections  of 
the  country.  Thus  he  had  come  in  contact  with, 
and  seen  of  the  world,  when  yet  in  his  ’teens, 
what  many  in  the  ordinary  walks  of  life 
would  not  see  in  an  average  lifetime.  The  ex- 
perience to  him  was  valuable,  and  early  in  life 
gave  him  a knowledge  of  men  and  things.  In 
1885  be  removed  to  Middletown,  where  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Henry  Ward,  a shoe  mer- 
chant, and  it  may  be  here  stated  that  every 
move  from  the  very  start  in  his  career  seemed 
to  conspire  to  his  popularity  and  success.  His 
courteous,  accommodating  manner  as  a clerk 
is  quite  as  apparent  in  his  present  position  as 
postmaster,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
of  the  younger  men  of  the  town — one  whose 
acquaintance  includes  leading  and  prominent 
men  all  over  the  State.  Mr.  Allen  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Middletown  July  1, 
1898,  when  but  a few  months  over  twenty-nine 
years  of  age,  and  was  the  choice  from  appli- 


cants among  whom  were  prominent  and  old  cit- 
izens. In  fact,  his  appointment  was  regarded 
as  a foregone  conclusion  from  the  time  he  en- 
tered the  race,  and  was  particularly  gratifying 
to  his  many  friends  in  both  the  city  and  State. 
He  is  one  of  the  youngest  postmasters  of  offices 
of  the  Middletown  class  in  the  State;  in  1902 
he  was  appointed  to  succeed  himself  for  a sec- 
ond term. 

Early  in  life  Mr.  Allen  became  identified 
with  St.  John’s  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  rapidly 
passed  through  the  different  bodies  of  the  fra- 
ternity, and  was  knighted  in  Cyrene  C'ommand- 
ery ; he  is  a member  of  Pyramid  Temple,  Mys- 
tic Shrine,  of  Bridgeport.  He  is  also  affili- 
ated with  Apollo  Lodge,  K.  P.,  at  Middletown ; 
and  with  Middletown  Lodge,  No.  771,  B.  P. 
O.  E.,  of  which  he  was  a charter  member,  and 
the  first  member  elected  to  the  position  of  es- 
teemed loyal  knight.  Some  years  after  locat- 
ing in  Middletown,  Mr.  Allen  became  identi- 
fied with  the  National  Guard  of  the  State,  join- 
ing Company  H,  Second  Regiment  (Mans- 
field Guards),  in  which  he  was  soon  promoted 
to'  sergeant,  then  to>  paymaster  and  commissary, 
with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  and  he  is  well 
known  in  military  circles  throughout  the  State ; 
at  present  he  is  on  the  retired  list  of  the  State 
militia.  From  boyhood  Mr.  Allen  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  politics,  and,  being  possessed 
of  good  executive  ability,  he  soon  rose  to'  prom- 
inence in  and  usefulness  to  his  party.  He  has 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Republican  town 
committee,  has  been  president  of  the  Republican 
State  League,  and  at  present  is  vice-president 
of  same.  In  the  Young  Men’s  Republican  Club 
of  Middletown  he  has  always  taken  an  active 
part;  was  a delegate  to.  the  National  Conven- 
tion of  the  Republican  League  in  Louisville, 
Ky.,  and  became  especially  prominent  during 
the  State  campaign  in  1894,  which  resulted  in 
the  election  of  O.  Vincent  Coffin  as  governor  of 
Connecticut,  his  influence  in  the  county  being' 
thrown  to  Mr.  Coffin's  support.  On  the  forma- 
tion of  the  State  Highway  Commission,  Mr. 
Allen  was  made  clerk  of  the  board,  and  he  held 
the  position  until  his  appointment,  in  1898,  to 
the  office  of  postmaster  at,  Middletown.  In 
1896  he  was  one  of  the  Presidential  Electors 
from  Connecticut,  and  cast  one  of  the  six  elec- 
toral votes  of  the  State  for  William  McKinley 
for  President;  he  was  one  of  the  youngest  of 
the  electors,  being  but  twenty-seven  years  old. 

On  November  18,  1891,  Mr.  Allen  was  mar- 
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riecl  to  Miss  May  L.,  daughter  of  Col.  George 
D.  and  Hannah  L.  (Hatch)  Chapman.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  communicants  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
the  Arawana  Golf  Club,  the  Middletown  Club 
and  the  Country  Club,  all  of  Middletown. 

CHARLES  SELANDER.  Though  old  in 
historic  associations,  Connecticut  numbers 
among  her  honored  citizens  many  whose  lin- 
eage is  traced  in  other  lands  and  whose  pres- 
ent place  of  residence  has  been  comparatively 
brief.  One  of  the  younger  farmers  of  the 
town  of  Durham,  Middlesex  county,  who  is 
distinctively  a self-made  man,  and  whose  en- 
ergy, thrift  and  foresight  bid  fair  to  make  him, 
in  future  years,  a still  more  prominent  farmer 
in  the  community  wherein  he  has  cast  his  lot 
and  his  fortune,  is  Charles  Selander.  He  is  a 
native  of  Malmo,  in  the  northern  part  of  Swe- 
den, where  he  was  born  September  19,  1870, 
and  which  place  he  left  at  the  age  of  ten  for  a 
new  home  in  America. 

Olef  Selander,  the  father  of  Charles,  was 
born  in  Sweden  in  1841,  and  was  a mechanic. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1879,  locat- 
ing in  New  Britain,  Conn.,  where  he  secured 
employment  in  a factory,  and  where  he  contin- 
ued to  reside  until  his  death,  January  1,  1898; 
he  is  buried  in  New  Britain.  In  Sweden  he 
married  Cecelia  Herriander,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 29,  1833,  and  who  survives  him,  mak- 
ing her  home  with  her  son  Charles.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Olef  and  Cecelia  Selander, 
as  follows:  (1)  John,  who  married  Christine 

Nielson,  is  a butcher  in  New  Britain.  (2) 
Magnus,  who  married  Mary  Anderson,  is  a 
farmer  at  Southington,  Conn.  (3)  Charles 
died  in  infancy.  (4)  Charles  (2)  is  our  sub- 
ject proper.  (5)  August,  who  married  Jen- 
nie Norm,  is  a brass  molder  in  New  Britain. 

Charles  Selander  attended  the  district 
schools  in  Sweden,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  with  his  mother  in  1880,  one  year  al- 
ter the  arrival  of  his  father  and  eldest  brother, 
John.  FI  ere  he  continued  his  education,  attend 
ing  the  Rockland  school,  on  Kensington  street, 
in  New  Haven,  for  a short  time,  \tter  lea\ 
ing  school  he  found  employment  in  the  l ni  m 
Works,  New  Britain,  at  drill  work.  He  was 
thereabout  three  years,  and  was  next  enipLwl 
in  the  finishing  room  of  the  Stanlev  Works  at 
New  Britain  for  nearly  a year,  lie  then  worked 
for  his  brother  John,  driving  a butcher  s cart 
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through  New  Britain,  remaining  with  him  nine 
years,  or  until  March,  1898.  when,  with  his 
savings,  he  purchased  his  present  place,  known 
as  the  “Tibballs’  farm,”  a tract  of  ninety-nine 
acres.  It  had  been  for  many  years  a rented 
farm,  and  was  in  a sad  state  of  neglect,  but 
Mr.  Selander  has  already  made  many  improve- 
ments, and  is  rapidly  converting  it  into  a splen- 
did farm.  He  is  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  dairying. 

On  January  1,  1896,  Mr.  Selander  married 
Sophia  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  West  Hart- 
ford, October  7,  1872,  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Johanna  (Henderson)  Johnson.  Her  father 
was  a native  of  Central  Sweden,  born  near 
Lake  Wener,  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1868,  as  did 
also  his  future  wife,  and  they  were  married  in 
New  York.  ITtey  now  reside  in  New  Britain. 
Conn.  Sophia  Johnson  was  one  of  a family  of 
eight  children,  namely:  Sophia  (Mrs.  Selan- 

der). Albin.  Charles,  Alfred,  Emma.  Fannie. 
Carrie  and  Lillian. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Selander  have  two  children  : 
Florence,  born  October  12.  1896.  and  Carol  E.. 
born  December  2,  1898.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Selan- 
der are  active  members  of  the  Swedish  Bethany 
Church,  of  New  Britain.  In  politics  he  is  ,t 
Republican,  and  fraternally  he  is  a member  >f 
the  Vega  Society  of  New.  Britain.  Our  sub- 
ject began  life  in  the  new  land  without  a dol- 
lar. and  bv  his  reliance,  energy  and  thrift  has 
already  advanced  far  along  the  highway  to  suc- 
cess. 

DANIELS  BROTHERS,  founders  and 
proprietors  of  “Mill  Brook  Dairy  Farm."  in 
Johnson  Lane  District,  town  of  Middletown, 
four  miles  south  of  the  city,  are  with*  >ut  a d >tht 
the  representative  men  in  their  line  >f  business 
in  Middlesex  county.  The  history  of  the  busi- 
ness founded  bv  these  gentlemen,  together  with 
the  success  that  has  conic  t<>  them,  furnishes 
ample  and  unmistakable  evidence  of  the  value 
and  profit  of  modern,  tip  u -date  methods  over 
the  old-time  practices.  Starting  with  a capi- 
tal that  resolved  itself  into  their  push,  energy 
and  self-reliance,  thev  have,  unaided,  fought 
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radical  deviations  from  old  and  supposedly 
perfect  practices,  and  at  the  same  time  they 
have  furnished  methods  for  conducting  their 
line  of  business  that  have  proven  of  great  value 
to  the  producer  and  given  satisfaction  to  the 
consumer.  Prominent  among  these  features 
of  the  dairy  business,  is  an  observance  of  the 
strictly  sanitary  regulations,  which  exist  in 
every  department  of  the  dairy,  from  the  cow 
barn  to  the  time  and  manner  in  which  the  con- 
sumer is  supplied — all  the  outgrowth  of  a care- 
ful study  of  the  business,  in  a practical,  as 
well  as  from  a scientific  point  of  view. 

William  Daniels,  the  grandfather  of  the 
two  brothers,  J.  Elmer  and  Herbert  O.  Dan- 
iels, was  born  in  Westfield,  and  while  residing 
in  that  district  of  Middletown  married  his  first 
wife,  after  which  he  moved  into  what  was  the 
Bow  Lane  District.  Later  he  moved  into  the 
Black  river  region  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
where  all  trace  of  him  was  lost.  He  was  a 
carpenter  and  joiner  by  occupation.  His  second 
wife,  Mary  Roberts,  was  the  mother  of  twoi 
children:  William  and  Samuel  B.  The 

former  married  Jane  Dunham,  and  located  in 
Kensington,  Conn.,  where  he  died.  He  was  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  built  many  of  the 
public  structures  of  his  time.  He  was  also  a 
farmer. 

Samuel  B.  Daniels,  father  of  the  Daniels 
brothers,  was  born  July  27,  1826,  in  Westfield, 
and,  losing  his  mother  when  he  was  young, 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  childhood  and 
youth  with  a relative,  Reuben  Tryon,  in  West- 
field,  where  he  attended  district  school,  and 
worked  out  for  a time  after  he  became  of  age. 
After  his  marriage  he  purchased  a farm  in 
the  town  of  Rocky  Hill,  where  he  remained 
for  some  two1  years,  when  he  sold,  and,  com- 
ing into  the  region  where  his  sons  are  now 
living,  purchased  the  Markham  farm,  of  Well- 
ington Johnson.  It  contained  some  eighty 
acres,  and  there  he  carried  on  general  farming, 
making  many  improvements  and  spending  the 
remainder  of  his  life  there.  During  his  later 
years  he  had  poor  health,  and  he  died  March 
28,  1889;  he  was  buried  in  Pine  Grove  ceme- 
tery. Mr.  Daniels  was  a Republican,  and  took 
a leading  part  in  local  politics.  In  religion 
he  was  a Methodist.  On  April  6,  1862,  he  was 
married  to  Lucy  U.  Bailey,  who  was  born  June 
30,  1836,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Nancy  (Pad- 
dock)  Bailey.  She  is  now  living  with  her 
sons.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniels  had  the  follow- 


ing family:  (1)  Jennie  E.,  born  December  2, 

1863,  died  June  7,  1867.  (2)  James  Elmer 

was  born  July  28,  1865.  (3)  Herbert  Orrin 

was  born  April  11,  1868.  (4)  Lula  Maria, 

born  February  13,  1871,  was  married  Novem- 
ber 16,  1892,  to  Clifford  W.  Coe,  of  Durham, 
a member  of  the  firm  of  W.  T.  Coe  & Son,  of 
Durham,  and  is  the  mother  of  three  children, 
Elmer  H.,  William  B.  and  Robert  S. 

James  Elmer  Daniels  was  born  on  the 
farm  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  business, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  district 
school,  in  Durham  Academy,  under  Prof. 
Winslow,  and  at  the  Middletown  high  school. 
He  began  learning  the  carpenter  trade  under 
F.  L.  Norton,  of  New  Britain,  Conn.,  with 
whom  he  remained  two  and  a half  years,  when, 
at  his  father’s  request,  he  came  to  the  home 
farm,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Mr.  Dan- 
iels was  married  June  13,  1894,  to  Miss  Marion 
A.  Atkins,  of  West  Long  Hill,  whoi  was  born 
May  15,  1872,  daughter  of  Egbert  and  Carrie 
(Smith)  Atkins.  Their  children  are:  Carrie 
L.,  born  February  24,  1895  ; Walter  B.,  May  8, 
1897;  Egbert  A.,  May  12,  1899;  Stanley  P., 
December  26,  1900;  and  Jennie  M.,  February 
23,  1902. 

Herbert  Orrin  Daniels  has  spent  his  en- 
tire life  on  the  farm  where  he  is  now  found. 
His  education  was  obtained  at  the  district 
school,  the  Durham  Academy,  under  Prof. 
Winslow,  and  the  Middletown  high  school. 
He  remained  on  the  home  farm,  and  assisted 
his  father  until  the  latter’s  death,  and  since  that 
event  has  been  one  of  the  firm  of  Daniels 
Brothers.  On  February  1,  1893,  Mr.  Daniels 
married  Pliebe  Iv.  Baldwin,  a native  of  Mid- 
dletown, and  a daughter  of  Lewis  and  Jane 
(Roberts)  Baldwin.  Their  children  are: 
Grace,  born  April  18,  1894;  and  Lewis  B., 
born  June  18,  1899.  The  brothers  are  Re- 
publicans, but  insist  on  ability  and  character 
in  local  candidates,  regardless  of  party.  Both 
are  members  of  Mattabessett  Grange,  and  take 
a leading  part  in  its  affairs.  They  are  attend- 
ants of  the  Methodist  Church. 

“Mill  Brook  Dairy  Farm”  is  located  along 
the  stream  of  that  name,  so>  near  its  source  that 
it  is  the  first  cultivation  through  which  this 
stream  passes.  The  location  is  an  ideal  one,  and 
rendered  somewhat  picturesque  by  the  moun- 
tain fastness  which  almost  surrounds  it.  It  was 
on  an  eighty-acre  portion  of  this  farm  that  the 
father  of  the  Daniels  Brothers  carried  on  gen- 
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eral  farming,  his  return,  however,  being  but 
a scanty  living  for  the  unceasing  industry  he 
practiced.  When  the  boys  conceived  the  idea 
of  going  into  the  dairy  business  it  was  with  ex- 
actly such  equipment  as  is  mentioned  in  the 
earlier  portion  of  this  review.  This  was  in 
1888.  at  which  time  the  farm  was  not  arranged 
for  such  business.  But  with  the  same  push  and 
energy  that  has  marked  their  progress  ever 
since,  they  went  to  work  and  laid  their  plans 
for  a thoroughly  modern  plant,  though  the  lack 
of  ready  capital  necessitated  a delay  in  carry- 
ing out  these  plans.  However,  the  business 
began  to  grow,  and  just  as  rapidly  as  the  prof- 
its permitted  improvements  were  made,  and 
each  year  saw  a change  for  the  better  in  the 
equipment,  their  present  up-to-date  plant  be- 
ing gradually  evolved.  In  1888,  when  they 
first  bought  a milk  route,  their  sales  amounted 
to  about  twenty-five  quarts  daily.  '1  bis  has 
grown  until,  at  the  present  time,  they  dispose 
of  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  quarts  daily — 
two  hundred  of  which  are  wholesaled.  I hree 
wagons  distribute  this  product,  one  of  them 
supplying  the  wholesale  trade.  In  March,  1898, 
they  inaugurated  their  excellent  bottling  sys- 
tem of  supplying  their  customers,  by  which 
over  one  hundred  bottles  of  cream  are  sold 
daily  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  milk  already 
stated.  They  contribute  largely  to  the  dairy 
supplies  of  the  Connecticut  Hospital  for  the  In- 
sane, at  Middletown.  From  six  cows  the 
number  required  to  carry  on  the  business  has 
increased  to1  sixty.  The  farm  now1  comprises 
over  two  hundred  acres.  On  January  1,  1898, 
they  added  to  their  business  a creamery,  with 
an  output  of  twenty  pounds  per  day,  which 
has  now  been  increased  to  over  one  hundred 
pounds  daily.  To  supply  this  branch  of  their 
business  the  cream  from  over  twenty  farmers 
is  purchased  and  delivered  at  their  plant.  1 wo 
of  the  famous  De  Laval  separators  arc  used  in 
the  creamcrv.  The  milk  is  cooled  by  the  Star 
milk  cooler  and  aerator,  a thoroughly  up  t<> 
date  creamery  mechanism  that  gives  very  line 
results.  The  purest  of  spring  water  is  brought 
from  the  mountain  through  a hall  mile  o!  pipe. 
This  water  has  an  average  temperature  oi  htt\ 
degrees.  This  feature  of  their  creamery  is 
one  of  the  advantages  of  the  natural  wildness 
of  the  surroundings.  In  connection  with  the 
milk  business  the  brothers  have  a peculiarly  at 
tractive  sanitarv  svstem  of  tickets  that  b.w  won 
much  favor  and  has  been  used  h\  them  since 


1895.  The  branching  out  of  these  young  men 
has  been  watched  by  many  older  in  the  busi- 
ness than  themselves,  yet  not  too  old  to  gather 
many  new  ideas  from  this  observation.  In  many 
instances  failure  has  been  predicted  when  some 
new  feature  has  been  introduced  by  them,  and 
just  as  often  have  the  prognosticators  become 
imitators  when  the  “failure"  became  a success. 
There  was  an  excellent  illustration  of  this 
character  when  they  erected  the -first  private 
silo  in  the  town.  Though  failure  was  predict- 
ed for  it  there  may  to-day  be  found  numerous 
structures  of  the  kind  throughout  the  town. 
Daniels  Brothers  originated  and  built  the  first 
circular  brick  silo  in  this  part  of  the  State. 
Tt  was  distinctively  a new  feature  to  them,  such 
a thing  had  been  unknown  to  them,  yet  after 
careful  study  of  the  advantages  one  was  built, 
and  was  a complete  success.  The  thoroughly 
systematic  manner  in  which  every  detail,  even 
of  the  most  minute  character,  is  conducted.  1>e- 
sneaks  excellent  management,  and  at  all  times 
an  accurate  knowledge  to  the  proprietors  of 
just  how  the  business  is  going.  This  includes  a 
daily  record  of  the  product  of  each  and  every 
cow,  whose  condition  is  studied  and  whose 
food  is  considered,  a change  of  f<xxl  being  care- 
fully noted,  and  likewise  results.  The  advan- 
tage of  such  methods  is  shown  when  it  is  stated 
that  formerly  the  average  annual  product  of 
their  herd  was  about  five  thousand  pounds  of 
milk  per  cow,  while  under  conditions  now  ex- 
isting. as  a result  of  their  study  and  care,  the 
average  annual  product  of  their  herd  has  been 
raised  to  seven  thousand  pounds  per  cow.  The 
entire  business  is  studied  closely,  in  every  fea- 
ture and  department,  and  wherever  there  is  an 
opportunitv  for  improvement  something  is  tried 
and  for  some  reason  or  other  these  experiments 
have  almost  invariable  proved  a success. 

Each  of  the  Daniels  brothers  possesses  to 
an  unusual  degree  the  natural  adaptation  for 
some  particular  part  of  the  business,  and  at  the 
same  time  each  can  attend  to  any  part  of  it. 
thus  forming  a most  valuable  combination.  In 
the  management  of  their  farm  and  its  improve- 
ment, the  same  characteristics  tlicv  have  dis- 
plavccl  in  the  dairving  business  are  noticeable 
and  thev  invariably  get  t lie  best  results.  In  a 
good  season  thev  grow  about  all  the  coarse 
feed  required  for  their  herd.  They  have  spent 
no  little  monev  in  the  improvement  of  their 
land;  it  has  been  extensively  tiled,  and  many 
other  modern  methods  of  improvement  have 
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been  utilized.  In  addition  to1  the  work  incident 
to  conducting;  a business  like  theirs,  they  are 
agents  for  a number  of  farm  machinery  con- 
cerns, and  in  this  line  a considerable  volume  of 
business  is  done. 

The  Daniels  brothers  were  mainly  instru- 
mental in  getting  the  long  distance  telephone 
connection  through  their  neighborhood.  They 
worked  and  urged  for  it  during  two  years,  and 
finally  contributed  the  poles  for  one  mile  "of  the 
line  in  order  to  get  the  same  through.  There 
is  no  lack  of  public  spirit  in  their  make-up.  The 
same  spirit  of  progressiveness  prevails  with 
them  in  public  affairs,  as  is  plainly  shown  in 
their  business.  They  have  erected  and  own 
three  tenement  houses  in  Middletown,  and  the 
excellent  new  residence  recently  completed  by 
H.  O.  Daniels  was  planned  and  built  by  his 
brother  J.  E.,  whose  ability  along  that  line  is 
much  more  than  ordinary.  As  business  men 
Daniels  Brothers  are  men  of  uniform  cour- 
tesy and  fairness,  whose  reputation  for  fair 
dealing  is  not  questioned.  Whatever  has  been 
their  success,  it  has  come  from  their  own  ef- 
forts, and  by  business  practices  that  will  bear 
the  closest  investigation. 

ANDREW  ISRAEL  LINDHOLM,  a 
very  highly  respected  member  of  the  agricul- 
tural community  of  Newfield;  in  the  town  of 
Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  is  a son  of 
Israel  Johnson,  who  was  a farmer  in  Linders- 
burg,  in  the  central  part  of  Sweden,  where  he 
died  m 1875.  He  married  Anna  Christiana 
Person,  and  they  had  the  following  named  chil- 
dren : Andrew  Israel;  Nils  and  Franz,  who' 

were  drowned  together  in  Sweden ; Anna  Ma- 
tilda, who  married  Eric  Alixson,  and  is  living 
in  Sweden ; Louisa,  who*  married  Aleck  Yon- 
son  and  lives  in  Wolventon,  Minn. ; Carrie,  who 
married  Charles  F.  Anderson,  and  is  living  in 
Sweden ; and  Sabina,  who  married  John  Alix- 
son, and  is  living  in  the  Red  river  valley,  North 
Dakota. 

Andrew  Israel  Lindholm  was  born  Octo- 
ber 15,  1846,  in  Lindersburg,  Sweden,  and  had 
the  privileges  of  the  public  school  until  he  was 
thirteen  years  old.  At  that  age  he  began  work- 
ing in  the  mines  of  his  native  country,  and 
during  the  succeeding  years  was  employed 
in  the  iron,  copper  and  silver  mines  there, 
also  finding  employment  in  the  blast  fur- 
naces and  on  the  farm.  In  the  mines  where 
he  was  engaged  at  piece  work  he  labored  hard 


and  earned  very  good  wages.  During  this 
period  of  his  life  he  was  also  employed  for 
about  a year  in  railroad  construction  in  central 
Sweden.  In  1871,  with  the  savings  of  hard 
work,  Mr.  Lindholm  bought  a ticket  to*  Ameri- 
ca, sailing  from  Liverpool  on  the  Inman  Line 
steamer  “City  of  Bristol,’’  and  landing  at  New 
York  October  11,  1871,  after  a rough  voyage 
of  nineteen  days,  with  but  little  money  in  his 
pocket.  There  he  was  met  by  friends  who1  had 
preceded  him,  and  who'  were  in  the  employ  of 
a railroad  building  firm  then  operating  near 
Yonkers,  N.  Y.  In  July,  1872,  he  went  to 
Portland,  Conn.,  and  found  employment  in 
the  Middlesex  quarries,  where  he  was  employed 
in  various  capacities  until  the  fall  of  1893, 
when  Ire  came  to  his  present  location,  buying 
the  Cronin  farm,  consisting  of  eleven  acres. 

His  present  comfortable  home  was  completed 
in  February,  1894.  The  barn  and  other  build- 
ings have  been  extensively  remodeled  by  him. 

He  is  carrying  on  a general  market  gardening 
business  and  is  doing  well. 

Mr.  Lindholm  was  married,  July  8,  1872, 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Louisa  Fernelus, 
who  was  born  August  23,  1851,  daughter  of 
Adolphus  Fernelus,  a blacksmith,  and  was 
reared  in  the  same  town  as  her  husband.  Mrs.  j, 

Lindholm  came  to  the  United  States  in  1872,  1 

making  the  journey  alone.  She  is  a woman  of  | 

much  character  and  energy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  j 

Lindholm  have  had  Ithe  following  children:  I 

(1)  Anna  L.,  born  July  4,  1873,  married  John  | 

Walling,  and  lives  in  Middletown.  (2)  Carl 
Otto, 'born  July  7,  1875,  married  Ida  Dean,  and 
lives  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (3)  Ellen  M.,  born 
August  18,  1878,  was  married  April  19,  1900, 
to  Henry  Hansen,  now  living  in  Middletown. 

(4)  Hilma.  C.  was  born  October  4,  1881.  (5) 

Ida  S.,  February  15,  1884;  (6)  Edward,  Feb' 
ruary  18,  1888;  (7)  Ernest  W.,  January  28, 

1891 ; (8)  Esther  C,  November  10,  1893  j 

(died  March  4,  1895)  ; (9)  Edith  V..  May  7, 
1897. 

Mr.  Lindholm  is  a Republican,  and  since 
his  comine  to  the  town  has  filled  various  offices, 

o # 7 I 

He  belongs  to  the  Kronan  Sick  Help  Society, 
of  which  he  is  vice-president,  and  with  his  fam- 
ily he  is  very  active  in  church  matters.  During 
his  residence  in  Portland  he  was  one  of  the 
organizers  and  the  hardest  worker  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church, 
and  he  was  superintendent  of  Sunday-school 
in  that  citv.  He  is  now  a deacon  of  the  Swe- 
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dish  Lutheran  Church  in  Middletown.  He  was 
also  the  leading  spirit  in  the  organization  of 
the  Scandia  Temperance  Society,  having  been 
president  thereof.  The  Templar  of  Templars 
was  very  largely  organized  by  him. 

ALFRED  C.  SWAN  is  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  the  business  interests  of  East  Had- 
dam,  Middlesex  county,  where  he  now  success- 
fully conducts  a general  livery  and  sale  stable, 
enjoying  a liberal  patronage.  He  was  born  in 
that  town  June  28,  1865,  son  of  Thomas  G. 
and  Susan  A.  (Hefflon)  Swan,  and  is  the 
younger  of  their  two  children.  His  sister, 
Grace  E.,  born  March  22,  1862,  is  the  wife  of 
George  F.  Davis,  of  Hartford,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Harry. 

As  his  mother  died  July  17,  1869,  Alfred 
C.  Swan  was  early  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources for  a livelihood.  He  obtained  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  schools.  Most  of  his 
work  has  been  in  connection  with  horses.  For 
a year  he  was  in  the  employ  of  F.  C.  Fowler, 
of  Moodus,  in  the  same  business.  He  spent 
about  two  years  in  various  parts  of  the  West. 
In  July.  1895,  be  bought  out  the  livery  busi- 
ness of  William  H.  Scoville,  at  East  Haddam, 
by  whom  he  was  employed  for  a time,  and  has 
since  carried  it  on  with  marked  success.  In 
political  sentiment  he  is  a stanch  Republican. 

On  March  4,  1887,  Mr.  Swan  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice  S.  Arnold,  who 
was  born  June  22,  1866,  daughter  of  Dr.  Rus- 
sell and  Abby  (Haskel)  Arnold.  They  have 
one  child,  Ruth  A.,  born  December  16,  1888. 

ROBERT  SAFFERY,  one  of  the  well- 
known  and  prominent  young  men  of  this  local- 
ity, was  born  in  Dover.  England,  July  23.  i8t>4, 
a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Huxstep)  Sat- 
fery. 

John  L.  Saffery,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a farmer  of  Dover,  England, 
where  he  lived  and  died.  His  wile,  Nancy 
Meigs,  bore  him  nine  children  : Mary  \nn, 

Henry,  Fannie.  Catherine.  Sophia,  Elizabeth. 
John  (father  of  our  subject),  Anna  and  lv  F 
crt. 

The  maternal  grandparents  oi  R<  hrrt  Sail 
erv  were  ETenrv  and  Hannah  Huxstep,  who 
lived  near  Dover,  England,  and  w hose  ehildren 
were:  Henrv,  horn  September  1S3  ; h.li  a 
bet h,  born  March  1,  1 S3S  ; Ivhci't . I"  i n \ngu>t 
15,  18405  II anfiah  Mary,  bi 


1844;  and  Harriet,  born  November  15.  1847. 

John  Saffery,  son  of  John  L..  was  born  in 
1833,  in  Dover,  England,  and  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits  until  1865.  when  he. 
his  wife,  three  eldest  children,  his  wife's  par*- 
ents  and  her  sister  Mary  sailed  from  Liverpool 
on  the  ‘‘City  of  Boston,”  and  after  a voyage  of 
over  two  weeks,  landed  in  New  York,  coming 
direct  to  Chester  via  boat,  where  a brother  of 
Mrs.  Saffery,  Robert  Huxstep,  had  located. 
John  Saffery  was  soon  employed  by  Captain 
Oliver  Clark  to  conduct  bis  farm,  located  near 
the  Chester  depot.  I'll  is  farm  was  a very  large 
one,  and  had  over  a hundred  head  of  stock, 
but  for  three  years,  John  Saffery  managed  it 
very  successfully,  and  later  took  charge  of  the 
farm  of  Sylvester  Clark,  remaining  in  this  po- 
sition for  several  years.  So  competent  had  he 
proven  himself,  however,  that  Captain  Oli- 
ver Clark  induced  him  to  return  t<>  the  manage- 
ment of  his  farm.  Mr.  Saffery  next  moved  to 
the  town  of  Saybrook  and  was  employed  by  the 
Valley  railroad  in  Essex.  Later  he  returned 
to  Chester,  and  was  again  employed  by  Syl- 
vester Clark,  with  w hom  he  remained  until  he 
purchased  our  subject’s  present  farm,  known 
as  the  “Ely  Dickinson  Place"  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming  the  remainder  of  his  life  and 
where  he  died  October  7,  1896.  In  politics 
he  was  a Democrat,  and  in  religion  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  of  Chester.  His  marriage 
occurred  in  Dover,  England,  t<>  Elizabeth  llux 
step,  who  was  born  in  1838,  and  who  died  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1871.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saffery 
sleep  in  the  cemetery  at  Deep  River. 
To  these  two  good  people  were  born 
six  children,  namely:  Fannie  Gertrude, 

born  January  21,  1858,  married  November  15, 
1883,  Frank  Harris,  and  lives  in  Deep  River: 
Henry,  born  August  10.  1861.  married  April 
3,  1888.  Malvina  Edwards,  and  lives  in  Ivory- 
ton;  Robert,  our  subject,  born  July  23,  1804; 
\Ifred,  born  August  18.  1807.  lives  in  Center- 
brook,  and  married  October  29.  1891,  Hattie 
Sizer,  hv  whom  he  has  children.  Robert,  Ruby 
and  Harriet ; John,  born  August  18.  1809,  lives 
in  Chester,  and  married  December  15.  >892, 
Kate  Ventres,  by  whom  he  has  one  child, 
Lloyd : Mary  Harriet,  bom  February  8,  1871, 
and  died  in  infancy. 

Robert  Saffery  was  brought  »■«  the  l nited 
States  by  his  parents  when  he  was  hut  one  >enr 
( Id,  and  was  reared  in  Chester,  attending  the 
district  schools  of  Chester  and  Centerhrook. 
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After  leaving  school  he  was  employed  with  his 
father  on  the  Valley  railroad  at  Essex,  remain- 
ing for  a year.  When  his  parents  returned  to 
■Chester  in  1S80,  he  accompanied  them,  and 
found  employment  in  the  factory  of  the  Rus- 
sell Jennings  Manufacturing  Company  where 
he  continued  for  five  years.  During  1886  he 
worked  upon  the  farm  of  Sylvester  Clark,  but 
in  1887  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Rogers 
Brush  Works,  and  is  now  the  eldest  employe 
in  point  of  service  in  the  factory. 

On  October  28,  1896,  Mr.  Saffery  was  mar- 
ried to  Nellie  M.  Fargo-,  who-  Was  born  in 
Chester  October  28,  1869,  a daughter  of  J. 
Gates  and  Anna  (Smith)  Fargo-.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  this  union : Alfred  F., 
born  August  26,  1898;  and  Elizabeth  A.,  born 
February  11,  T900.  Like  his  father  before 
him,  Mr.  Saffery  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  he 
served  four  terms  on  the  board  of  selectmen, 
and  was  a member  of  the  board  of  relief  in 
1896  and  1897.  Religiously  Mr.  Saffery  is  a 
member  of  Saybroo-k  Episcopal  Church,  while 
his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Chester  Baptist 
Church,  and  both  are  very  estimable  people,  en- 
joying in  a marked  degree  the  respect  of  all 
with  whom  they  come  in  contact. 

HENDLEY  W.  HUBBARD,  builder  of 
gasoline  engines,  who  also-  carries  on  a general 
machine  shop  business,  has  without  exception 
the  best  equipped  plant  for  such  work  to  be 
found  in  Middletown.  His  machinery  of  the 
very  latest  and  most  up-to-date  design  enables 
him  to-  build  a class  of  machinery  which  ranks 
among  the  best  in  the  country.  He  builds  gas- 
oline engines  of  his  own  design  and  invention, 
and  considering  the  very  sho-rt  length  of  time 
his  plant  has  been  established,  its  progress 
certainly  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  manage- 
ment, of  which  Mr.  Hubbard  is  the  head,  not 
only  directing  the  business  end,  but  the  me- 
chanical as  well. 

Mr.  Hubbard  is  a native  of  South  Farms, 
Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  born  September  5,  1866. 
He  comes  from  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
Middletown,  a family  that  has  been  identified 
with  the  history  of  that  city  since  its  organiza- 
tion, in  1650.  No  family  has  given  to  Mid- 
dletown a larger  number  of  citizens  who-  have 
been  prominent  therein,  and  no  one  family  has 
been  any  more  identified  with  the  business  in- 
terests of  the  city.  Hendley  W.  Hubbard  is  of 
the  eighth  generation  from  George  Hubbard, 


who  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of 
Middletown,  his  line  of  descent  being  from 
George  through  Nathaniel,  Nathaniel,  Noah- 
diah,  Samuel,  Alfred  and  Edwin  N.  Hendley 
W.  is  the  eldest  son  of  Edwin  N.  and  Mhry  E. 
(Sears)  Hubbard. 

Hendley  W.  Hubbard  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive city  and  received  his  schooling  there,  at- 
tending the  Middletown  high  school,  and  also 
for  some  time  Miss  Patton’s  private  school.  His 
education  was  concluded  with  a course  at  the 
Eastman  Business  College,  Poughkeepsie,  N. 
Y.,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1 886.  From  boyhood  he  had  shown  a marked 
fondness  for  work  around  machinery,  seeming 
to  inherit  mechanical  traits  from-  his  father. 
Almost  at  once  after  leaving  school  he  entered 
the  factory  of  Pratt  & Whitney,  in  Hartford, 
to-  learn  the  trade  of  a machinist.  After  a short 
time  there  he  concluded  to  make  a trip  to-  the 
far  West.  Going  to  San  Francisco,  and  up  the 
coast  to  Vancouver,  he  visited  the  principal  cit- 
ies of  that  section,  including  Seattle,  Tacoma, 
Whatcom  and  others,  gratifying  an  inherited 
taste  for  travel.  He  returned  to'  Connecticut 
and  on  two  subsequent  occasions  visited  the 
far  West,  sometimes  employed  and  again  sim- 
ply as  a tourist.  Until  1893  he  spent  consider- 
able time  in  travel,  and  was  also-  for  some  time 
employed  on  the  Connecticut  river  and  Long 
Tslancl  Sound  steamboats,  invariably  in  a ca- 
pacity that  gave  him  the  care  of  machinery. 
In  1893  he  became  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Kennedy  & Hubbard,  coal  dealers,  but  after 
three  years  sold  out  to-  his  partner,  Roger  Ken- 
nedy, and  subsequently  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  Middletown  Coal  Company.  In  March, 
1900,  he  established  his  present  business,  the 
growth  of  which  has  been  rapid  and  substan- 
tial. Mr.  Flubbard’s  line  of  work  is  one  for 
which  he  is  naturally  fitted,  and  his  knowledge 
of  same  has  been  acquired  practically.  He  is 
self-taught  in  the  fullest  sense,  but  his  com- 
petency is  never  questioned. 

On  November  13,  1889,  Mr.  Hubbard  mar- 
ried Miss  Grace  A.  Dunham,  of  Middletown,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  C.  and  Emma  (Pellett) 
Dunham,  and  they  have  four  children,  Mary, 
Alfred,  Harriet  and  Dunham.  In,  politics  Mr. 
Hubbard  is  non-partisan,  voting  for  the  best 
man,  no  matter  what  his  affiliation,  selecting 
his  candidate  for  fitness  rather  than  politics. 
Mrs.  Hubbard  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 
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ROBERT  B.  CHALKER.  The  first  of 
the  Chalker  family  in  Connecticut  was  Alexan- 
der Chalker,  one  of  the  proprietary  settlers  of 
Saybrook,  who  located  here  about  1648,  and 
became  a land  owner  in  the  town.  He  was 
killed  in  a fight  with  the  Narragansett  Indians 
in  1675,  and  the  blade  of  the  sword  which  he 
carried  is  now  in  the  possession  of  our  subject. 
On  September  29,  1649,  he  married  Patience 
Post,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children:  Stephen,  born  September  8,  1650, 

died  young;  Samuel,  born  April  27,  1651,  is 
mentioned  below;  Mary,  born  April  27,  1653; 
Abraham,  born  October  19,  1655,  married 
(first)  January  16,  1679,  Hannah  Sanford, 
who  died  in  1683,  and  (second)  on  September 
13,  1686,  Sarah  Ingham,  who  died  September 
11,  1687;  Patience,  born  September  8,  1657; 
Sarah,  born  October  17,  1659;  Jane,  born 
March  27,  1662,  married  Daniel  Kelsey,  of 
Killingworth ; and  Alexander,  born  February 
24,  1666. 

(II)  Samuel  Chalker,  second  in  the  above 
mentioned  family,  was  born  April  27,  1651. 
He  married  Phebe  Bull,  a daughter  of  Robert 
Bull,  who  gave  the  parsonage  to  the  Congrega- 
tional Society.  He  also  gave  to  his  daughter, 
Phebe,  the  property  now  occupied  by  Robert 
B.  Chalker.  To  Samuel  and  Phebe  (Bull) 
Chalker  were  born  the  following  children : 
Stephen,  born  September  11,  1677,  is  men- 
tioned below;  Samuel,  born  October  6,  1679, 
married  Rebecca  Ingham;  Phebe,  born  March 
29,  1682,  died  July  14,  1683;  and  Phebe  (2), 
born  May  19,  1685. 

(III)  Stephen  Chalker,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Phebe,  was  born  September  11,  1677,  and  he 
died  June  2,  1727.  Pie  married  June  3,  1703, 
Elizabeth  Chapman,  and  their  children  were: 
Elizabeth,  born  March  12,  1704,  died  July  4, 
1707;  Phebe,  born  August  11,  1705;  and  Ste- 
phen, born  July  19,  T707,  is  mentioned  below. 

(IV)  Stephen  Chalker,  son  of  Stephen  and 
Elizabeth,  born  as  above  stated  in  I7°7*  was 
the  first  of  the  family  to  locate  on  Cook’s  1 1 ill. 
He  married  and  in  his  family  ot  children  was 
a son  named  Stephen. 

(V)  Stephen  Chalker,  son  of  Stephen,  and 
the  grandfather  of  Robert  B..  is  a native  of  Old 
Saybrook,  where  lie  engaged  in  fanning.  On 
March  6,  1785,  he  married  \nnic  ( haptuan, 
a daughter  of  Elisha  Chapman,  and  a direct 
descendant  of  Robert  Chapman,  the  • r 1 • ■ i 11  1 ! 
settler  of  that  name.  She  died  at  the  advanced 
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age  of  eighty-eight  years.  The  children  bom 
to  Stephen  and  Annie  Chalker  were  as  follows : 
Stephen,  born  February  17,  1787;  Jedediah, 
born  December  11,  1788;  Sylvester,  born  De- 
, cember  31,  1791;  Friend,  born  December  27, 

; 1793;  Elisha,  born  November  6,  1795;  and 
Anna,  born  January  22,  1786.  In  politics 
Stephen  Chalker,  the  father  of  these  children, 
was  a stanch  Federalist,  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  Pie  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-five 
years. 

(VI)  Stephen  Chalker,  of  the  above  de- 
scribed family,  born  February  17.  1787,  and 
the  father  of  Robert  B.,  was  a life-long  resi- 
dent of  Saybrook,  where  he  followed  farming 
and  shad  fishing  during  bis  more  active  years, 
but  the  latter  part  of  his  life  was  entirely  de- 
voted to  farming.  He  lived  on  property  which 
has  since  passed  into  the  possession  of  his  son. 
Robert  B.,  and  built,  in  1823.  the  house  that 
gentleman  now  occupies.  During  the  War  of 
1812  he  served  in  the  American  army  as  a 
captain  of  a battery  of  light  artillery,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  defense  of  New  London  against 
the  English.  For  his  services  in  that  war  he 
was  given  bounty  lands  in  Iowa.  In  politics 
1 he  was  a Whig,  and  in  his  last  years  assisted 
in  the  organization  and  development  of  the 
s Republican  party.  Taking  an  active  interest  in 
town  affairs  he  was  called  on  to  fill  several 
offices,  and  was  highly  regarded  as  a business 
man  and  a citizen.  Both  himself  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

On  March  2.  1813.  Stephen  Chalker  was 
i married  to  Silence  Breed,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 1,  1791.  and  who  died  August  24.  i8fio. 
j the  same  vear  the  husband  and  father  died,  his 
death  occurring  January  15.  i8fio.  They  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  family : Jane. 

| born  January  4,  1814.  died  April  8.  1804: 
I Stephen,  born  January  15.  i8ifi.  died  July  28. 
183;;  Susan,  l)orn  March  20.  1817,  married 
Stephen  R.  Bartlett,  of  Guilford.  Conn.,  and 
I had  three  children;  Jedediah.  born  April  14. 
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the  leading  men  of  the  community.  Harvey 
Sanford,  Perry  Haskell,  and  a Mr.  Cohort,  who 
was  a Yale  graduate,  were  among  his  teachers. 
In  early  manhood  he  took  up  pound-net  fish- 
ing with  his  father,  and  from  1858  has  followed 
it  down  almost  tO'  the  present  time.  He  was 
working  in  the  interest  of  the  Fulton  Fish 
market  of  New  York  City,  and  he  was  sta- 
tioned in  many  localities,  including  the  Georgia 
Waters,  North  Carolina  Sounds,  Delaware 
Bay,  Monroe,  Mich.,  in  Jefferson  county,  N. 
Y.,  Alburg  Springs,  on  Lake  Champlain,  car- 
rying on  the  business  in  all  branches,  buying 
and  selling  for  the  market.  While  still  in  this 
work  Mr.  Chalker  became  associated  with  the 
Government  Department  of  Fisheries,  gather- 
ing statistics  and  making  observation  of  fish 
habits.  For  some  three  years  he  was  connected 
with  Captain  Ellis  at  Montauk  Point,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  this  work,  and  for  six  years  he 
was  a fish  commissioner  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Chalker  was  compelled  by  long-contin- 
ued ill-health  to  give  up  the  fish  business,  and 
he  returned  home  to  devote  his  entire  time  to 
farming  and  milling.  His  mill,  which  is  lo- 
cated on  the  Oyster  river  across  the  street  from 
his  home,  has  something  of  a history.  In 
1648  a Mr.  Post  began  by  building  the  dam, 
and  started  on  the  mill,  when  he  died.  His 
partner,  Francis  Bushnell,  also<  a millwright, 
had  just  erected  a mill  at  Guilford,  but  was 
persuaded  to  come  on  and  complete  the  work. 
The  mill  was  in  operation  in  1651,  and  accord- 
ing to  a grant  of  the  General  Court  the  prop- 
erty is  exempt  from  taxation,  a privilege  which 
still  holds  good,  though  efforts  have  been  made 
in  recent  years  to  collect  the  taxes.  Mr. 
Chalker  has  operated  this  mill  since  1887. 

On  June  10,  1862,  Robert  B.  Chalker  mar- 
ried Sarah  E.  Clark,  born  October  20.  1838,  a 
daughter  of  Erastus  and  Amelia  (Shepard) 
Clark,  whose  family  history  may  be  found  else- 
where under  the  name  of  John  N.  Clark.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chalker  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  Stephen  E.,  born  April  9,  1864, 

died  April  9,  1866;  Anna  Breed,  born  Novem- 
ber 16,  1865,  was  married  April  10,  1888,  to 
Richard  M.  Bushnell;  Robert  Alexander,  born 
June  1,  1869,  was  married  October  31,  1900, 

' to  Emily  Kirtland  Ingham,  a daughter  of 
George  C.  Ingham,  and  has  a son,  Merritt 
Baldwin,  born  May  22,  1902,  at  Plainville, 
Conn.;  Benjamin  Haskell,  born  December  12, 


18774,  is  engaged  in  milling  and  the  ice  busi- 
ness in  Saybrook,  Connecticut. 

In  politics  Mr.  Chalker  has  always  been  a 
Republican  and  has  been  quite  active  in  local 
affairs.  He  represented  the  town  in  1876  in 
the  General  Assembly,  and  was  in  the  last  ses- 
sion under  the  old  system  and  the  first  under 
the  new.  In  the  Legislature  he  was  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  Fisheries.  In  the  town 
he  has  held  nearly  all  the  local  offices,  has  been 
assessor,  selectman,  member  of  the  board  of  re- 
lief, and  during  the  war  was  chairman  of  the 
town  board.  He  stood  five  drafts.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Chalker  are  both  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  He  is  a charter  member  of 
the  local  Grange,  which  was  organized  in  his 
house,  and  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  first 
officers. 

ISAAC  SPEAR,  of  Middletown,  Middle- 
sex county,  is  the  founder  of  the  business  of 
Spear  Brothers,  millinery  and  fancy  dry  goods, 
the  most  metropolitan  business  house  in  the 
town,  and  probably  nowhere  else  in  New  Eng- 
land will  be  found  in  a city  the  size  of  Middle- 
town  this  line  of  business  as  ably  represented. 
The  business  was  started  by  a boy  of  nine- 
teen, with  five  hundred  dollars  capital,  yet  in 
a career  of  over  twenty-four  years  not  a bill  has 
been  allowed  to  go  one  day  overdue.  With 
boundless  energy  and  remarkable  business  tact, 
Mr.  Spear  has  made  a fine  record. 

Mr.  Spear  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn., 
December  25,  1858,  and  comes  of  German  par- 
entage. His  father,  Aaron  Spear,  was  born 
near  Frankfurt,  Germany,  in  1827,  and  in 
1834  married  Nannie  Ivohn,  who  was  born  in 
the  same  locality  January  3,  1834.  The  father 
came  to  the  United  States  in  the  later  ’forties, 
and  settled  in  Hartford  as  a poor  young  man. 
He  began  peddling  goods  with  a pack,  saved 
his  money,  and  presently  went  into  a general 
store,  doing  business  on  Asylum  street,  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Spear  & Kohn.  He  was 
just  beginning  to  prosper  when  his  death  oc- 
curred. In  i860,  while  passing  a building  un- 
der construction,  a loose  board  with  nails  in 
it  fell  and  struck  him  on  the  head,  the  nails 
penetrating  his  brain.  To  all  signs  he  recov- 
ered from  this  injury,  but  after  a time  he  died 
suddenly,  and  his  death  was  attributed  to  the 
accident.  Mrs.  Spear  came  to'  the  United  States 
with  her  mother  about  1846,  and  some  of  her 
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family  have  gone  to  the  far  "West,  and  live  in 
San  Francisco,  where  they  are  wealthy  people. 

After  Aaron  Spear  had  come  to  the  United 
States  his  parents  presently  came  also,  and  set- 
tled in  Hartford,  where  the  father  died.  The 
widow  was  left  with  three  sons,  the  eldest  but 
seven  years  old ; Isaac  was  five,  and  Simon  but 
a babe.  There  were  not  sufficient  means  to 
care  for  the  family,  and  to  the  self-denying  and 
heroic  efforts  of  the  mother  to  rear  her  children 
as  they  should  be,  much  credit  must  be  given. 
She  lived  to  see  her  boys  all  successful  business 
men,  and  for  a number  of  years  before  her 
death  enjoyed  the  comforts  that  grateful  sons 
extended.  In  1890  she  came  to  Middletown  to 
live,  and  there  she  died  February  10,  1899. 

Isaac  Spear  grew  to  manhood  in  Hartford, 
and  there  received  all  his  schooling,  attending 
for  some  time  the  old  Brown  school,  of  which 
Prof.  Barrows  was  principal.  When  twelve 
years  of  age  he  left  school  and  went  out  into 
the  world,  to  bear  his  burden  of  the  share  of 
the  family  support,  and  to-  make  a way  for  him- 
self. Fie  had  ambition,  energy  and  industry, 
and  with  these  as  his  capital  he  went  into  the 
store  of  Bernhard  Levy,  in  Plartford,  as  gen- 
eral utility  boy.  Fie  became  quite  proficient  at 
sign  writing.  There  he  received  $2.50  a week, 
and  he  remained  in  the  employ  of  this  man, 
the  only  one  he  ever  worked  for,  until  1878. 
Bv  this  time  he  had  learned  the  business  so 
thoroughly  that  he  was  the  buyer  for  the  store, 
and  had  a salary  of  $18  a week.  He  had  been 
economical  and  saved  a little  money,  and  de- 
sired a store  of  bis  own.  When  lie  suggested  | 
his  ambition  to  Mr.  Levy,  he  met  with  all  but 
ridicule.  However,  be  had  confidence  in  him- 
self, and  was  not  discouraged.  Mr.  Levy  took 
the  young  man  to  New  York,  introduced  him  to 
the  various  wholesale  houses,  and  guaranteed 
his  bills.  Such  a move  from  as  conservative  a 
business  man  as  was  Mir.  Levy  certainly  im- 
plied implicit  confidence  in  young  Spear's  busi- 
ness ability  and  integrity.  After  a thoughtful 
inspection  of  the  business  opportunities  of  sev- 
eral Connecticut  cities,  Mr.  Spear  determined 
upon  opening  a store  in  Middletown,  and  the 
result  has  justified  his  judgment.  I lc  opened  bis 
first  place  of  business  in  October,  1878,  in  the 
north  half  of  the  Nourse  store.  In  1880  Jacob 
Spear,  his  brother,  who  had  been  clerking  tor 
Theodore  Clark,  in  Hartford,  became  a part- 
ner, and  six  years  later  the  establishment  was 
removed  to  its  present  location,  No.  Main 


street,  where  the  growth  of  the  business  has 
necessitated  two  enlargements  of  its  quarters 
since  that  time.  In  1890  Jacob  Spear  retired, 
and  his  brother  Simon  came  into  the  firm. 
Jacob  is  now  connected  with  the  Stone  Broth- 
ers Manufacturing  Company,  a jewelry  house 
in  New  York.  Simon  Spear,  the  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm,  was  borji  February  15,  1862, 
and  is  unmarried.  He  works  in  closest  accord 
J with  his  brother,  and  they  are  among  the  rep- 
resentative business  men  of  the  city,  where  the 
firm  of  Spear  Brothers  has  long  since  taken 
a foremost  position  among  the  most  substantial 
1 mercantile  houses,  there  being  none  whose  com- 
mercial integrity  is  better  established.  Isaac 
Spear  has  been  an  active  meml>er  of  the  Mid- 
dletown Board  of  Trade  since  its  organization. 

Isaac  Spear  was  married,  in  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  April  15,  1891.  to  Miss  Caroline  E.  Pit- 
man, a native  of  that  city,  daughter  of  George 
W.  and  Elizabeth  (Kirkland)  Pitman.  ILer 
paternal  grandfather  was  one  of  the  pi'  neer 
manufacturers  at  Fall  River,  Mass.  His  wife 
was  Elizabeth  Perkins.  Mrs.  Spears’  ancestors 
were  of  old  families  in  New  England;  some  of 
them  fought  in  the  Revolution,  and  she  is  eli- 
gible to  the  society  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spear  arc 
the  parents  of  three  children  : George  Pitman, 
born  February  19,  1892:  William  Perkins, 
June  5,  1896:  and  Robert  Lyndon.  Mav  25. 
1898.  Tn  politics  Mr.  Spear  is  non-partisan, 
and  voted  for  Garfield,  Cleveland  and  McKin- 
ley. He  built  his  elegant  home  on  Lincoln 
street  in  1894.  Mrs.  Spear  belongs  to  the 
South  Congregational  Church. 

HERDER  I I..  MILLS.  Few  voting  men 
have  shown  as  much  business  sagacity  as  this 
well-known  hardware  dealer  of  New  Britain, 
and  in  his  success  may  be  seen  the  promise  of 
a bright  future.  As  a representative  of  one 
of  the  leading  families  of  the  State  he  ably 
maintains  its  reputation  for  good  citizenship, 
his  energies  1 icing  so  far  devoted,  however,  to 
his  business  interests. 

Mr.  Mills  was  born  in  Middlctield.  Middle- 
sex Co.,  Conn.,  Fchruan  2(1.  tSoS,  son  of  Hon. 
Lyman  A.  Mills,  now  lieutenant-governor  of 
Connecticut.  The  late  Rev.  diaries  I.  Mills, 
our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  for  many  years 
an  honored  minister  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  \ndovcr,  Mass.  He  married  Elisa- 
beth Lyman,  lister  of  the  late  David  I.yman 
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(president  of  the  Air  Line  road),  and  a de- 
scendant of  a well-known  family. 

Hon.  Lyman  A.  Mills  was  born  February 
25,  1841,  in  Middlefield,  then  a part  of  Mid- 
dletown, and  still  makes  his  home  there.  He 
received  a public-school  education  only,  but 
from  an  early  age  has  manifested  a keenness 
of  intellect  which  could  master  the  particular 
problems  of  life  unaided.  As  a young  man 
he  became  an  official  in  the  Metropolitan  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  at  Middlefield,  not  long 
after  its  organization  in  i860,  and  from  that 
time  has  been  prominent  in  the  management  of 
their  extensive  interests.  Until  recently  he 
was  the  manager  of  the  Middlefield  plant  of  the 
American  Wringer  Company,  and  at  present 
he  is  president  of  the  gun-sight  business  of  the 
late  William  Lyman.  He  also  has  the  care  and 
management  of  various  property  and  estate  in- 
terests, and  is  a director  of  the  American 
Wringer  Company,  a,  trustee  of  the  Middle- 
town  Savings  Bank,  president  of  the  Levi  E. 
Coe  Library  Association,  and  holds  other  po- 
sitions of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  has  held 
important  town  offices  by  unanimous  vote,  and 
in  1895  he  was  a member  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, serving  on  the  committee  on  Finance. 
Aside  from  his  other  business  pursuits  Mr. 
Mills  has  been  widely  known  for  thirty  years 
as  a successful  breeder  of  Jersey  cattle,  and  in 
all  the  lines  in  which  his  numerous  activities 
have  taken  him,  he  has  won  an  enviable  name 
for  honorable  dealings,  as  well  as  for  excep- 
tional business  capacity. 

Herbert  L.  Mills  was  prepared  for  college 
at  the  Wilson  Grammar  School  and  Dr.  Hol- 
brook’s Military  College,  at  Briar  Cliff,  below 
Peekskill,  N.  Y.  In  1887  he  entered  Yale  Col- 
lege, where  he  remained  one  year,  taking  the 
academic  course,  being  ranked  throughout  his 
stay  in  the  first  of  the  five  divisions  into 
which  tire  students  were  organized.  He  has  al- 
ways been  interested  in  athletics,  and  while  in 
the  preparatory  school  was  a member  of  a base- 
ball nine  and  captain  of  a foot-ball  team.  On 
leaving  Yale,  in  1889,  he  became  a clerk  for  the 
Orr  & Lockett  Hardware  Company,  the  larg- 
est retailers  in  that  line  in  Chicago,  and  in 
1892,  having  gained  a thorough  knowledge  of 
the  business,  he  purchased  what  was  left  of  the 
stock  of  C.  D.  Lewis,  of  New  Britain,  who-  was 
then  closing  out.  As  the  business  was  at  a 
very  low  ebb  Mr.  Mills  had  practically  to 
build  it  up  from  the  start,  but  he  has  succeeded 


in  establishing  a fine  trade.  Politically  he  is 
a Republican,  but  has  never  been  actively  in- 
terested in  party  management. 

In  1892  Herbert  L.  Mills  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Bessie  D.  Kendall,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  J.  P.  Kendall,  of  Chicago,  and 
one  child,  Catherine  Ltyman,  brightens  their 
home.  Socially  Mr.  Mills  is  a member  of  the  ;l  , 
New  Britain  Club,  and  in  his  fraternal  rela- 
tions is  a member  of  Washington  Command- 
erv,  No.  1,  Knights  Templar,  of  Hartford. 


ARCHIBALD  W.  INGLIS  is  not  only  a 
most  efficient  police  officer,  but  was  the  young- 
est chief  of  police  ever  appointed  to-  that  posi- 
tion in  Middletown  at  the  time  he  took  the 
office,  in  1893. 

Chief  Inglis  comes  from  good  old  Scottish 
ancestry,  and  exhibits  many  of  the  best  traits 
of  that  nationality.  Flis  father,  Alexander  In-  | 
glis,  one  of  the  number  of  his  countrymen  who  | 
came  to  Portland,  Conn.,  to-  work  in  the  stone  j 
quarries,  was  a man  of  strong  character  and  | 

great  natural  endowments.  Archibald  W.  j 

Inglis  was  born  on  Pleasant  street,  in  Middle- 
town,  August  14,  1857,  son  of  Alexander  and  j, 1 
Euphemia  (Dick)  Inglis.  He  was  reared  in 
that  city,  and  attended  the  William  street 
school,  and  later  the  Central  school.  When  he  | 
was  about  fourteen  years  old  he  began  his  life  ■ 
work,  entering  the  employ  of  the  Middletown 
Plate  Company,  and  remaining  with  that  insti-  1 , 
tution  for  almost  twenty-one  years,  working  | 
up  through  various  departments  to-  a respo-nsi-  ! 
ble  and  lucrative  position. 

Mr.  Inglis  has  had  an  honorable  career  also  | 
in  connection  with  the  Middletown  fire  depart- 
ment. In  1874  he  became  a member  of  the  i 
O.  V.  Coffin  H,ook  and  Ladder  Company,  of 
which  he  was  second  assistant,  later  first  assist- 
ant, and  then  captain  for  two  years.  He  served 
as  second  assistant  to-  chief  engineer  Frederick 
W.  Wiley,  and  later  was  made  first  assistant 
to  Chief  Wiley,  remaining  in  these  capacities 
for  nine  years  and  was  still  serving  as  such 
when  he  was  elected  chief  of  police,  in  Octo- 
ber, T893.  This  position  he  still  holds  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to-  the  public. 

Mr.  Inglis  and  Miss  Minnie  L.  Martyn,  of 
East  Hartford,  a member  of  an  old  and  well- 
known  family  in  Hartford,  were  married  June 
27,  1885.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  j 
Ethel  C.  and  Warren  W.,  both  of  whom  are 
living.  Mr.  Inglis  has  been  an  Odd  Fellow  for 
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more  than  twenty  years ; he  is  a member  of  the 
Connecticut  Grand  Lodge  of  that  order,  is  one 
of  the  trustees  of  Central  Lodge,  Middletown, 
and  a member  of  the  Sowheag  Encampment  of 
that  organization.  He  also  belongs  to  the  New 
England  Order  of  Protection.  Politically  he 
is  a Republican.  He  is  a public-spirited  and 
progressive  citizen,  and  his  record  as  a police 
officer  is  beyond  reproach.  He  has  a strong 
physique  and  fearless  disposition,  and  is  pos- 
sessed of  a good  memory.  Nature  has  fitted 
him  for  the  work  he  is  doing,  and  his  pop- 
ularity is  widespread. 

HARRY  TITUS  HALE  (deceased)  was 
the  youngest  child  of  Titus  Hale,  whose  bi- 
ography appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  He 
was  born  September  3,  1865,  on  the  family 
homestead  at  Gildersleeve,  Portland,  and  was 
reared  on  the  farm.  His  first  teacher  was 
Miss  Rachel  Shepard,  in  the  Gildersleeve 
school,  and  he  subsequently  attended  a school 
in  Portland  taught  by  Victoria  Jamieson,  fin- 
ishing his  literary  education  at  the  Glaston- 
bury Academy,  under  Prof.  E.  E.  Brewster. 
Brought  up  on  the  farm,  under  the  wise  ad- 
monitions and  shrewd  business  counsel  of  his 
father,  he  remained  at  home  until  1884,  after 
which  he  spent  four  years  as  an  employe  of  the 
Shaler  8:  Hall  Quarry  Company.  In  1888  Mr. 
Hale  was  associated  with  his  brother,  Chester 
K.  Plale  (at  that  time  purchasing  the  interest 
of  another  brother,  Edward  S.  Hale),  in  the 
production  of  tobacco,  the  business  being  con- 
ducted under  the  title  of  C.  K.  & H.  I . Plale. 
Besides  growing  tobacco  they  engaged  quite 
extensively  in  the  purchase  and  curing  of  the 
article,  continuing  thus  until  the  death  <>t  the 
subject  of  this  notice,  which  occurred  January 
4,  tqoo.  The  utmost  harmony  characterized 
this  partnership,  and  the  brothers  became 
known  as  successful  and  representative  tarm- 
i ers  and  tobacco  growers. 

Mr.  Hale  was  a quiet,  unassuming  gentle- 
man, industrious  and  thrifty,  an  honor  to  the 
family  name,  which  has  long  been  a synonym 
for  integrity  and  character  in  Portland,  and 
throughout  Middlesex  and  Ilart lord  counties. 
In  political  principle  he  cherished  the  tamih 
traditions,  being  known  as  a straight  lorw.u  d 
Democrat,  though  he  never  sought  oiiicial 
honors  or  emoluments. 

( in  ( Jctober  8,  1890,  Mr.  Hale  married 

Miss  Lephe  E.  Sears,  who  was  born  Novembci 
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9,  1865,  in  Portland,  and  three  children  came 
to  bless  their  home,  namely : Hazel,  Harry 

Leslie  and  Truman  Hudson.  To  the  aged 
grandfather,  whose  home  has  been  with  this 
family  for  several  years,  these  children  arc  a 
source  of  comfort,  as  they  have  ever  been  to 
the  parents.  Mrs.  Hale  continues  to  make 
a pleasant  home  for  her  late  husband's  father, 
who  appreciates  her  at  her  true  worth,  and  she 
is  regarded  as  a valuable  member  of  society,  a 
true  daughter,  wife  and  mother. 

CHARLES  T.  DAVIS  is  one  of  the  en- 
terprising and  energetic  farmers  of  the  town 
of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  extensively 
engaged  in  dairying,  and  is  located  in  the 
West  Long  Hill  District.  The  family  of 
which  he  is  no  unworthy  representative  is  one 
long  established  in  New  England,  and  traces 
its  history  back  to  Wales.  In  Killingworth  the 
Davises  have  been  very  numerous.  The  first 
of  the  name  in  that  section  was  Solomon 
Davis,  who  probably  came  from  Guilford.  In 
1709  he  married  Sarah  Hayton,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Samuel,  Hannah.  Martha,  Solo- 

mon, Peter,  Hayton  and  Samuel  (2). 

Samuel  Davis  (youngest  child  of  S"l<  - 
mon)  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  had  five  children, 
the  eldest,  Elizabeth,  born  February  22.  1753. 
The  others  were  Peter.  Solomon,  Samuel  and 
Lemuel. 

Lemuel  Davis  ( son  of  Samuel ) and  his 
wife  Jemima  had  six  children,  Peter,  Peter 
(2).  Mehitablc.  Elam.  Roxianna  and  Jemima. 
The  first  child  was  born  June  5.  17S3. 

Peter  Davis,  noted  above,  was  the  great- 
grandfather of  Charles  P.  He  was  a farmer, 
and  lived  on  Pea  Hill,  in  Killingworth.  where 
he  married  Polly  Kelsy.  I hey  reared  the 
following  family:  ( 1)  \lvin.  the  grandfather 

of  Charles  T. : I 2!  Watson,  who  married  Olive 
C.  Ilale,  and  was  the  grandfather  of  William 
C.  Davis,  of  Durham:  13)  George  X..  who 
married  Matilda  Davis;  (4)  Nelson; 

Lewis  T.,  who  married  Sarah  Burr,  and  was 
the  father  of  Richard.  Henry  and  Julius  l>avis ; 
and  (6)  Cynthia,  who  married  Morgan  Davis, 
a brother  of  Matilda,  whose  name  appears 
above.  The  father  of  t his  famih  died  in  1 837 
Mvin  Davis,  the  oldest  child  in  the  family 
just  mentioned,  was  horn  Decctnl>er  14,  1807. 
m Pea  Hill.  Killingworth.  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  where  his  entire  life  was  -|>cnt 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  \ well-read  and 
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outspoken  man,  he  had  independent  views. 
While  he  was  a stanch  supporter  of  Demo- 
cratic principles,  he  was  never  what  would  be 
termed  a party  man,  or  an  office  seeker.  In- 
dustrious and  economical,  he  became  cpiite 
prosperous.  Hie  died  December  14,  i860,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Stone  House  cemetery.  In 
1827  he  married  Julia  Wright,  who  was  born 
in  1807,  and  died  in  1886.  Jesse  and  Nancy 
(Hull)  Wright,  her  parents,  were  farming 
people  in  the  Pine  Orchard  District  of  Killing- 
worth.  Her  father,  born  in  1786,  died  in  1878. 
He  was  a son  of  Asher  and  Beulah  (Strong) 
Wright,  the  former  a Revolutionary  soldier, 
born  in  1755,  died  in  1833.  To  the  union  of 
Alvin  and  Julia  Davis  were  born  : ( 1 )Ora,  who 
was  three  times  married,  to  Samuel  TIbballs, 
Henry  Doane,  and  Levi  Leonard;  (2)  Sophia, 
who  married  George  Kilbourn,  and  is  now  liv- 
ing in  New  Haven;  (3)  Ellen,  wife  of  Charles 
Dickerman,  a farmer  and  stock  raiser  at  Car- 
bondale,  111.;  (4)  Sydney  Talcott,  father  of 
Charles  T. ; (5)  Watson,  a mechanic,  who 
married  a M'iss  Chittenden  and  is  now  deceased 
(he  served  in  the  Twelfth  Connecticut  Volun- 
teer Cavalry,  through  the  Civil  war)  ; (6) 
Christina,  who  married  John  L.  Holmes,  a 
tinner  in  Meriden;  and  (7)  Randolph,  who 
was  in  the  Twelfth  Connecticut  Volunteer 
Cavalry,  and  died  in  the  service. 

Sydney  Talcott  Davis  was  born  June  24, 
1837,  on  Pea  Hill,  where  his  early  life  was 
spent.  The  educational  privileges  that  came 
to  him  were  limited,  as  he  was  obliged  to  leave 
school  at  a very  earlv  ase  and  help  his  parents. 
The  health  of  his  mother  being  very  poor,  he 
assisted  her  greatly.  Leaving  school  at  the  age 
of  fourteen,  he  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
married.  Marrying  with  little  or  11  O'  resources 
but  pluck  and  courage,  he  settled  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  worked  as  a farm  hand  for 
wages  ranging  from  seventy  cents  to>  one  dol- 
lar per  day.  He  would  cut  wood,  and  burn  it 
for  charcoal.  He  sold  wood  in  Middletown, 
and  when  he  was  about  twenty-five  years  old 
went  to  Winthrop,  Conn.,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a factory  which  prepared  rough  tim- 
ber for  spokes,  felloes,  beams,  etc.  For  about 
eight  years  he  continued  in  the  factory,  learn- 
ing every  detail  of  the  business,  and  then,  in 
company  with  George  Bogart  and  a Mr.  Pratt, 
each  owning  a third  interest,  he  established  a 
like  business  in  the  same  town,  under  the 'firm 
name  of  Bogart,  Davis  & Co.  Mr.  Davis  con- 


tinued in  that  enterprise  for  some  five  years, 
meeting  with  a very  substantial  success,  when 
he  crippled  his  hand,  and,  as  soon  he  found 
he  could  not  work  longer  in  the  factory,  he  sold 
•out  to  his  partners  and  went  to  Kljlingworth, 
where  he  bought  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs 
in  the  home  farm.  For  a number  of  years  he 
was  engaged  in  its  cultivation,  finally  disposing 
of  it,  and,  in  company  with  his  son-in-law, 
Frank  Bartlett,  buying  the  farm  adjoining  on 
the  south,  where  he  lived  for  thirteen  years, 
when  Mr.  Bartlett  retired.  Mr.  Davis  con- 
tinued three  years  longer,  and  then  sold  out, 
investing  the  proceeds  in  tenement  houses  in 


Middletown  where  he  is  now  living.  Politi- 
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cally  Mr.  Davis  is  a Democrat,  and  he  has  held 
several  minor  offices  in  the  town.  In  1880  and 
1881  he  represented  the  town  in  the  State 
Legislature,  where  he  served  on  the  committee 
on  Agriculture.  AVhen  he  moved  from  Kill- 
ing-worth he  was  a selectman.  Mr.  Davis  be- 
longs to  Killingworth  Grange,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  organizers.  Mrs.  Davis  belongs  to 
the  Episcopal  Church. 

On  January  28,  1858,  Mr.  Davis  married 
Mary  A.  Nettleton,  whoi  was  born  March  19, 
1840,  daughter  of  Pieman  and  Jerusha  (Nor- 
ton) Nettleton.  Her  father  was  born  Novem- 
ber 16,  T802,  and  died  September  25,  1882  ; her 
mother  was  born  August  11,  1799,  and  died 
March  1,  1867.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  came: 
(1)  Etta  J.,  born  December  11,  1858,  was 
married  July  26,  1879,  to  Frank  Bartlett,  and 
died  November  10,  1883,  leaving'  two*  children, 
Clarence  D.  and  Lena  J.  (2)  Julia  J.,  born 
March  13,  1861,  married  October  3,  1883, 
George  Hastings,  who1  died  November  26, 
1894,  leaving  two  children,  Olive  M.  and  Ma- 
rion E.  (3)  George  B.,  born  February  27, 
1863,  was  married  June  23,  1887,  to  Ida  YVol- 
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cott,  and  died  March  12,  1896,  leaving  five 


children,  Frank  J.,  Ralph  W.,  Alden  IT.,  Irving 
B.  and  Walter  B.  (4)  Charles  T.  is  mentioned 
below.  (5)  Ira  A.,  born  March  18,  1868, 
married  November  1,  1898,  Grace  Bid\yell. 
( 6 ')  Frank  W.,  born  January  9,  1870,  is  a sea- 
faring man,  and  at  the  present  time  has  his 
home  in  England. 

Charles  T.  Davis  was  born  January  12, 
1865,  in  Killingworth,  where  he  lived  until  he 
was  sixteen  years  old.  His  schooling  was  con- 
fined to  the  advantages  afforded  in  the  home 
district.  Coming  to  Middletown,  lie,  was  em- 
ployed by  Richard  Darns,  a well-known  farmer 
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of  West  Long  Hill,  driving'  the  milk  wagon  on 
its  daily  trips  through  the  city  for  elev  en  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  period  Mr.  Davis  en- 
gaged in  business  with  Mr.  Coe,  running  a feed 
store  in  Middletown,  the  firm  name  being  Coe 
& Davis.  Mr.  Coe  died  after  about  a year,  and 
the  business,  which  was  thriving,  was  sold. 
Mr.  Davis  was  employed  as  a clerk  for  Mr. 
Chapman  for  about  a year  and  a half.  Short- 
ly after  the  death  of  his  father-in-law,  Eben 
Hubbard,  in  March,  1894,  he  took  charge  of 
the  Hubbard  farm,  and  in  1896  set  up  his  milk 
business.  His  patronage  has  increased  from 
the  beginning,  and  he  has  a very  fine  list  of 
customers;  he  supplies  more  milk  to  the  Hos- 
pital of  the  Insane  than  any  other  outside 
dealer.  He  is  a prominent  figure  in  Matta- 
bessett  Grange,  and  also  belongs  to  Apollo 
Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias.  In  politics  lie  is 
a Democrat.  Mr.  Davis  is  an  energetic  and 
pushing  business  man,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  young  citizens  of  his  town. 

Mr.  Davis  was  married,  October  11,  1893, 
to  Grace  L.  Hubbard,  born  April  17,  1870, 
daughter  of  Eben  P.  and  Marietta  II.  (Heath) 
Hubbard.  They  have  two  children:  Abbott 

H. ,  born  August  24,  1895;  and  Harold  H., 
born  November  3,  1897. 

Eben  P.  Hubbard,  father  of  Mrs.  Davis, 
was  born  June  15,  1833,  son  of  Jeremiah  and 
Eunice  ( Prout)  Hubbard,  farming  people  on 
Long  Hill,  who  lived  and  died  on  the  place 
where  their  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Davis,  now 
has  her  home.  Eben  P.  Hubbard  also  lived  and 
died  there.  He  built  the  home  in  1872.  He 
was  a Democrat.  On  March  27,  1866,  lie  mar- 
ried Maritta  PI.  Heath,  who  was  born  July  21, 

I, 840,  in  Tyringham,  Mass.,  and  is  now  living 

with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Davis.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hubbard  had  three  children:  (1)  Bessie  M.t 

born  January  2(4  1867,  married  Dr.  E.  M . 
Pierce,  of  Meriden;  (2)  Hlarry  IP,  born  June 
11,  1 868,  married  Myra  Nickerson,  who  lives 
in  Boston,  where  he  is  engaged  in  business  ; (3) 
Grace  L.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  I . Davis. 

JOHN  CURRAN,  one  of  the  most  sub 
stantial  merchants  in  Portland,  comes  from 
one  of  the  oldest  Irish  families  in  this  comm  11  n 
itv,  and  one  well  known  in  Ireland,  one  o!  the 
ancestors  being  John  Phi  I pot  t urran,  an  emi- 
nent lawyer  in  Ireland,  whose  daughtei  wa 
betrothed  to  Robert  Emmett  at  the  time  oi 
his  execution.  Tohti  Curran  began  his  huh 


ness  career  as  a poor  man.  and  has  become  one 
of  the  wealthier  and  more  influential  citizens 
of  the  town.  His  business  career  has  never 
been  marred  by  dishonest  or  unscrupulous 
practices,  and  he  retains  the  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  had  business  dealings.  He  w as 
born  in  Portland  in  1846,  a-  son  of  Philip  and 
Mary  (Carter)  Curran. 

Philip  Curran  and  his  w ife  came  from  Cat- 
tle Martin,  in  Ireland,  to  the  United  States  in 
1845,  shortly  after  their  marriage,  and  settled 
in  Portland.  The  voyage  was  made  in  a '.cl- 
ing vessel,  and  after  eight  weeks  on  the  water, 
they  landed  at  New  York  City,  and  then  came 
on  to  Portland  by  boat.  They  were  poor  in 
money,  but  rich  in  courage.  Mr.  Curran 
worked  in  a quarry,  and  for  a time  his  wife 
was  a domestic  in  the  Ransom  family.  Pre- 
sently they  were  able  to  establish  a home  and 
here  the  son,  John,  was  born.  Philip  Curran 
worked  in  the  quarry  as  long  as  he  lived,  hut 
died  in  September,  1856,  at  the  early  age  of 
forty  years.  The  widow  lived  until  Oct  her 
31,  1899.  In  religious  faith  they  were  Roman 
Catholics,  and  their  remains  rest  in  the  o n- 
secrated  ground  of  the  Catholic  cemetery  at 
Portland.  Mrs.  Curran  was  a w<  man  of  far 
more  than  the  usual  character,  and  her  career 
in  life  show  ed  a mighty  strength  of  will  to  bat- 
tle with  adversity,  and  to  .overcome  it  a"  brave- 
ly and  as  grandly  as  she  did.  < >f  her  five  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  lived  to  adult  age.  John 
is  the  only  son  now  living. 

John,  Curran  attended  the  pul  lie  school  in 
Portland  for  a short  time,  as  he  was  hut  ten 
years  old  when  his  father  died,  heavy  burdens 
early  rested  upon  his  young  shoulders.  lie 
never  failed  in  his  duty  to  his  widowed  moth- 
er. Throughout  her  entire  life  he  was  devoted 
to  her  comfort,  and  in  her  old  age  showed  her 
every  attention.  W hen  about  eleven  year'  old. 
he  worked  for  Svlvcster  Gilderslecvc  at  such 
! work  as  his  tender  age  made  possible,  and  his 
record  at  that  time  is  that  of  an  industrious 
and  reliable  lad.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
was  employed  bv  Captain  Hcnrv  Churchill,  as 
a general  utility  lx\v  around  the  premises  of  that 
gentleman  in  Portland,  and  as  a young  man  he 
secured  work  in  the  quarry  • I Brainerd  X 
Company,  and  was  there  employed  tot  >e\eral 
years.  In  1872  Mr.  Curran  cmlvarked  in  luisi- 
ness  with  his  brother  William,  under  the  name 
of  Curran  Brothers.  William  died  very  early 
in  the  following  year,  and  |>  lm  was  lc 1 1 alone 
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in  a business  which  he  has  conducted  for  thirty 
years.  It  is  the  leading  establishment  of  the 
kind  in  clothing,  boots,  shoes,  and  general 
furnishing  goods,  and  has  a wide  and  well- 
satisfied  circle  of  patrons.  Since  1885  he  has 
occupied  the  building  on  Main  street  where  he 
is  now  found,  and  which  also-  includes  the  fam- 
ily residence. 

On  June  8,  1876,  Mr.  Curran  was  wedded 
to  Miss  Mary  A.  Darcey,  who  was  born  in 
Portland,  a daughter  of  Edward  Darcey.  The 
following  children  have  gladdened  their  home : 
(1)  Mary,  who  died  December  23,  1896,  was 
the  wife  of  Dr.  R.  C.  Downey.  She  was  a 
graduate  of  the  Portland  high  school,  class  of 
1894,  and  had  attended  the  Mt.  St.  Joseph’s 
Seminary,  where  she  had  taken  instrumental 
music,  and  was  a very  intelligent  and  accom- 
plished young  lady.  ( 2)  Philip,  who  graduated 
from  the  Portland  high  school  in  1895,  and 
from  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
in  the  city  of  New  York  in  1901,  is  now  senior 
surgeon  on  the  staff  of  St.  Vincent’s  hospital 
in  that  city.  (3)  Catherine,  (4)  Elizabeth, 
(5)  Josephine,  and  (6)  Julia  Irene,  are  at 
home.  Mr.  Curran  is  a Democrat,  but  holds 
that  business  need  not  meddle  with  politics.  The 
family  is  identified  with  St.  Mary’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Curran  is  a charter 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  at  Port- 
land, in  which  order  he  is  very  prominent.  He 
is  an  active  and  industrious  man,  of  great  en- 
ergy and  determination,  his  entire  life  show- 
ing the  influence  of  a resolute  spirit — a strik- 
ing illustration  of  a self-made  man.  His  good 
wife  has  been  of  great  assistance  to  him,  and 
the  two  are  am  one  the  most  highly  respectable 
people  of  the  town. 

THOMAS  KELLY.  In  this  day  the 
wealth  of  Connecticut  is  very  largely  a matter 
of  inheritance.  Rarely  does  a man  climb  out 
of  the  depths  of  poverty  with  no1  other  aids 
than  his  own  brain,  heart,  and  courage.  The 
conditions  are  unfavorable  for  that  free  and 
active  life  that  once  prevailed.  Yet  Thomas 
Kelly,  with  only  his  own  ability  to  push  him 
forward,  has  won  for  himself  a good  character 
and  a standing  among  the  most  successful  men 
of  Middletown.  Middlesex  county.  Coming 
from  good  Irish  stock,  he  has  largely  inherited 
from  both  father  and  mother  traits  that  have 
guided  him  to1  success.  He  is  a shrewd  busi- 
ness  man,  but  is  not  wedded  to  business  alone, 


and  is  keenly  alive  to  the  best  interests  of  his 
adopted  home.  Mr.  Kelly  is  vice-president  of 
The  Ebony  Lamp  Black  Company,  and  is  one 
of  the  leading  manufacturers  of  the  town.  His 
career  furnishes  a striking  illustration  of  what 
persistency,  combined  with  push  and  business 
acumen,  will  accomplish.  He  has  a business 
to  which  he  hung  on  with  grim  tenacity,  after 
'several  failures,  and  one,  in  particular,  when 
not  only  every  penny  of  his  own  had  gone,  but 
in  addition,  a sum  which  was  an  accommoda- 
tion to  him,  and  when  ninety-nine  men  out  of 
a hundred  would  have  given  up  in  despair ; and 
he  has  long  since  lived  to  see  the  business  be- 
come hig'hly  profitable,  the  second  of  its  kind 
in  the  United  States,  and  himself  numbered 
among  the  successful  manufacturers  of  Mid- 
dletown, and  widely  known  throughout  the 
State. 

Mr.  Kelly  was  born  in  Queens  County, 
Ireland,  in  1843,  one  of  five  children — four 
sons  and  one  daughter — of  Michael  and  Fan- 
ny (Pillsworth)  Kelly.  Three,  Warner, 
Thomas  and  Bryan,  are  living  in  Middletown. 
The  father  died  when  Thomas  was  a young  lad 
and  the  mother  died  in  Middletown  at  an  ad- 
vanced age.  Since  1866  Thomas  Kelly  has 
resided  continuously  in  Middletown,  with  the 
exception  of  the  winter  of  1897-98,  which  he 
spent  in  London,  England,  engaged  in  super- 
intending the  construction  of  a factory  for  The 
Ebony  Lampblack  Company.  He  attended 
the  schools  of  his  native  town,  which  were 
much  inferior  to'  those  of  the  present  day,  and 
it  is  a knowledge  of  this  fact,  perhaps,  that 
has  induced  him  to  gave  the  best  of  schooling  to 
his  own  children,  and  take  a deep  interest  in  the 
cause  of  popular  education.  When  he  became 
a young  man  he  worked  as  a gardener  for  a 
year  under  the  instruction  of  a practical  man 
from  London.  Mr.  Kelly  left  Ireland  in  1863, 
and  spent  the  ensuing  three  years  in  England. 
In  1866  he  came  to  the  United  States,  making 
the  ocean  voyage  in  the  Inman  Line  steamer. 
“City  of  Baltimore,”  and  after  fourteen  days 
on  the  water,  landed  at  New  York,  on  the  last 
day  of  March.  Hie  came  at  once  to'  Middle- 
town,  where  he  secured  work  as  a gardener 
for  Rev.  H.  N.  Colton.  During  the  first  win- 
ter of  his  residence  in  the  city,  though  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  he  attended  high  school,  be- 
ing ambitious,  and  realizing  the  need  of  bet- 
ter schooling  than  he  had.  He  worked  as  a 
gardener  for  some  years,  making  quite  a rep- 
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utation  in  that  line,  and  was  also  engaged  in 
a green  house  for  a time,  but  it  was  through 
his  work  as  a gardener  that  he  became  best 
known.  He  did  the  first  landscape  gardening 
in  Pine  Grove  cemetery,  and  he  was  the  first  to 
undertake  landscape  gardening  on  the  grounds 
of  the  Connecticut  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  at 
Middletown. 

In  1873  Mr.  Kelly,  in  company  with  J.  B. 
McGlone,  went  into  the  lamp  black  business, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Kell)'  & McGlone.  It 
was  a new  and  a disastrous  business  to  Mr. 
Kelly,  for  in  less  than  three  months  he  lost  all 
the  money  he  had  saved,  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  seven  hundred  more.  This  was  a 
severe  blow,  but  he  was  not  discouraged.  He 
felt  that  the  business  had  great  possibilities, 
and  he  was  bound  to  reap  the  reward  if  possi- 
ble. He  went  to  work  to'  retrieve  his  shat- 
tered fortune,  and  when  he  had  accumulated 
five  hundred  dollars  returned  to  the  same  busi- 
ness in  company  with  Merritt  Baldwin.  They 
took  an  abandoned  plant  a short  distance  west 
of  New  Britain,  but  after  running  it  a short 
time,  and  losing  half  their  capital,  gave  it  up. 
In  1875  The  Ebony  Lamp  Black  Company 
was  organized,  the  incorporators  being  Thomas 
Kelly,  Merritt  Baldwin  and  Anson  A.  Fowler, 
with  a capital  of  $6,000.  The  first  year  that 
the  firm  manufactured  lamp  black  the  gross 
sales  were  not  enough  to  pay  a salary  of  fifteen 
dollars  a week  to  one  man.  The  business  for 
several  years  was  conducted  at  a loss,  and  in 
1878  Mr.  Baldwin  left  the  company,  Mr. 
Kelly  and  Mr.  Fowler  continuing  as  proprie- 
tors. In  1880  Mr.  Fowler  died,  and  his  in- 
terest was  thrown  on  the  market,  at  that  time 
not  being  considered  desirable  property,  judg- 
ing from  its  previous  history.  Mr.  Kelly  had 
watched  the  business  closely,  and  he  was  confi- 
dent of  its  future,  so  he  bought  t he  Fowler 
share  for  $9,000,  giving  long-time  notes  for 
the  entire  amount.  The  business  greatly  im- 
proved about  this  time,  and  in  eighteen  months 
Mr.  Kelly  paid  off  the  notes,  and  owned  the 
entire  plant,  without  any  obligations.  In  18S  | 
J.  B.  McFlroy  bought  an  interest,  which  he 
only  held  for  a year.  Tn  1886  Gaston  I . 
Hubbard  became  a partner  for  a year.  In 
1890  Mr.  Kelly  formed  a partnership  with 
F.  TT.  Murdock  & Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  the  two 
companies  being  incorporated  a-  one.  and  tv 
tabling  the  name  of  The  Ebony  I imp  I ‘.Ink 
Company.  The  next  year  the  linn  was  in 


creased  by  the  entrance  of  Binney  & Smith,  of 
New  York,  and  in  1892  John  Rogers  N Co., 
of  Brooklyn,  became  associated  therewith.  The 
next  year  the  business  of  J.  T.  Whitehurst  & 
Co.,  of  Baltimore,  was  added.  The  Ebony 
Lamp  Black  Company  has  since  ab-  rbed  ther 
establishments,  and  they  now  have  plants  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  United  States,  anil  with  one 
other  concern  produce  three-quarters  of  that 
commodity  made  in  this  country r Mr.  Kelly 
was  foremost  in  the  construction  of  the  plant 
which  brought  the  Portland  Silk  Company  to 
Middletown.  As  a business  man  he  is  lair  and 
straightforward,  and  his  word  is  never  ques- 
tioned. 

Thomas  Kelly  and  Miss  Hannah  Condon 
were  married  in  Middletown  May  31.  1870. 
She  was  born  in  New  London.  Conn.,  in  1843, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Catherine  1 Kc  gh ) 
Condon.  They  were  the  pi>  neer  Irish  family 
of  Portland,  coming  hither  when  Mrs.  Kellv 
was  but  a child.  They  made  the  trip  fr«>m  New 
London  to  Portland  by  water.  In  the  h me 
of  Thomas  Condon  was  said  the  first  mass 
in  Portland.  To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kelly  have  been  born:  Richard  died  when 

less  than  six  years  old.  Marv  F.  attended  pri- 
vate school  at  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  at  Wichita, 
Kans.,  and  also  at  Lakeville.  Conn. : she  i<  now 
the  wife  of  James  1.  Curran,  of  Cincinnati. 

I cresa  R.  attended  Notre  Dame,  at  Putnam. 
Conn.  Charlotte  C.  attended  M >unt  St.  Joseph 
College,  at  Middletown.  lerome  Bernard  at- 
tended Fordham  College.  In  1804  Mr.  Kellv 
built  his  excellent  home  at  the  northeast  c rner 
of  Liberty  and  High  streets. 

Mr.  Kelly  is  a Democrat,  and  belongs  to 
St.  John’s  Catholic  Church.  He  has  reared  an 
excellent  family,  and  is  highly  esteemed  bv  the 
Middletown  public. 

THOMAS  D.  COULTER,  one  of  the  ris- 
ing  young  men  in  the  legal  profession  in  Mid- 
dlesex county,  is  town  clerk  and  judge  t pro- 
bate in  the  town  of  Essex.  He  was  Imm  in 
New  York  City  January  1 1.  1873.  and  bis  early 
education  was  obtained  in  the  public  sell  >ol<  of 
his  native  city.  Subsequently  he  attended 
Seabury  Institute.  Old  Savbrook.  and  the  fa- 
mous Morgan  school,  in  Clinton.  Connecticut. 

For  a year  or  more  after  finishing  his  scluxd 
course,  Mr.  Coulter  was  in  the  employ  of 
Parke.  Davis  & Co.,  manufacturing  chemists 
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drift  of  his  life  by  coming  to  Essex  and  enter- 
ing the  office  of  the  late  Judge  James  Phelps, 
in  order  to  engage  in  the  study  of  the  law. 
Mr.  Coulter  later  entered  Yale  Law  School, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  the  class  of  1894, 
and  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Middlesex 
county  in  January  of  the  following  year.  He 
began  practice  in  the  office  of  Judge  James 
Phelps,  and  at  the  death  of  the  latter,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1899,  succeeded  to  his  full  practice,  which 
was  large  and  important.  This  was  a respon- 
sible position  for  SO'  young  a practitioner  to-  as- 
sume, but  the  result  has  shown  that  he  made 
no  mistake  in  the  venture,  his  success  proclaim- 
ing his  ability  tO'  handle  large  and  varied  as 
well  as  intricate  cases. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Coulter  performed 
the  duties  of  assistant  town  clerk  under  the 
late  James  L.  Phelps,  and  upon  the  death  of 
the  latter,  in  May,  1898,  he  was  appointed  to 
the  full  clerkship  by  the  selectmen.  In  October, 
1899,  he  was  elected  town  clerk,  overcoming 
a Republican  majority  in  the  town  of  127 
votes,  and  getting  a majority  of  212  votes  over 
his  opponent.  In  1899  he  was  elected  judge 
of  probate  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Judge 
James  L.  Phelps,  and  in  1900  he  overcame  a 
Republican  majority  of  150  and  defeated  the 
Republican  candidate  by  a majority  of  143  for 
judge  of  probate. 

In  politics  Judge  Coulter  has  been  an  active 
and  ardent  Democrat,  and  has  worked  hard  for 
the  success  of  his  party  and  for  its  individual 
members.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  Fen- 
wick Lodge,  No.  20,  I.  O'.  O.  F.,  of  Essex;  Mt. 
Olive  Lodge,  No'.  52,  F.  & A.  M. ; and  Petti- 
paug  Lodge,  No.  263,  New  England  Order  of 
Protection,  of  which  he  is  secretary.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Com- 
mittee of  the  Twenty-first  Senatorial  District. 
For  some  time  he  has  been  junior  warden  and 
treasurer  of  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a member. 

The  first  marriage  of  Judge  Coulter  took 
place  on  June  29,  1897,  to  Lizzie  R.  Lord,  a 
daughter  of  Richard  M.  and  Ella  M.  (Still- 
man) Lord.  She  died  in  1900,  and  his  sec- 
ond marriage  was  to  C.  Aclele  Kutz,  of  Brook- 
lyn, New  York. 

The  fine  library  which  the  Judge  has  in  the 
office  was  left  to  him  by  the  late  judge  James 
Phelps  ; it  is  valued  at  $10,000,  and  is  consid- 
ered the  finest  in  Connecticut,  being  a combi- 
nation of  the  collections  of  Hon.  Samuel  Ing- 


ham and  his  son-in-law,  the  late  Judge  James 
Phelps.  Mr.  Coulter  seems  to  have  a natural 
aptitude  for  the  law,  is  very  popular,  and  has 
a bright  future  before  him. 

CARL  AUGUST  AHLQUIST  is  one  of 
the  most  prominent  men  of  Portland,  and  the 
conduct  of  his  business  is  characterized  by  un- 
tiring energy  and  fine  executive  ability.  In 
company  with  C.  A.  Allison  he  established  the 
grocery  house  of  Ahlquist  & Allison.  In  1890 
Mr.  Allison  retired,  and  since  that  time  Mr. 
Ahlquist  has  been  alone,  and  under  the  inspira- 
tion of  his  energetic  and  hustling  nature,  the 
patronage  has  greatly  increased  until  every 
inch  of  the  store,  front  and  rear,  and  a large 
basement  as  well,  are  utilized  for  his  trade  in 
fine  grocercies,  flour,  feed  and  grain. 

Mr.  Ahlquist  carries  on  a large  steamship 
business,  transferring  many  passengers  to  and 
from  the  ports  of  Europe.  He  also  handles 
European  drafts,  and  has  met  a marked  and 
deserved  success.  He  stands  high  in  the  esti- 
mation of  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  their  con- 
fidence in  his  good  judgment  and  business  in- 
tegrity has  been  expressed  by  his  repeated  elec- 
tion to'  the  offices  of  selectman  of  the  town 
and  justice  of  the  peace. 

Anders  Ahlquist,  his  father,  was  an  offi- 
cial in  Sweden,  and  became  cpiite  wealthy.  He 
died  in  his  native  country  when  about  seventy- 
five  years  of  age,  and  his  widow,  Johanna,  still 
survives.  They  were  the  parents  of  these  chil- 
dren: Lars  P.,  president  of  the  New  York 

conference  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church, 
and  pastor  in  Portland ; Anna,  who  married  B. 
Wallen,  of  Quincy,  Mass.;  John  A.,  formerly 
a merchant  of  Jacksonville,  111. ; Augusta,  liv- 
ing in  Sweden ; Carl  August ; and  ‘Gustaf  A., 
of  New  Britain. 

Carl  A.  Ahlquist  was  born  December  2. 
185c),  at  Warberg,  Sweden.  He  received  his 
schooling  in  his  native  country,  and  when 
twelve  years  of  age  entered  a store  as  clerk. 
After  some  eight  years  of  service  in  that  capac- 
ity he  came  to  the  United  States,  sailing  from 
Liverpool  on  the  “Germanic,”  and  landing  in 
New  York  after  eight  days  on  the  water.  He 
earned  his  passage  money,  but  had  little  to 
bring  with  him.  Going  directly  to  Jackson- 
ville, 111.,  he  took  a place  as  clerk  in  a book 
store.  In  the  fall  of  1883  he  came  to>  Portland, 
and  for  two  years  was  a clerk  with  C.  J.  An- 
derson. In  1885  he  began  business  as  noted 
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above,  and  since  that  time  his  rise  has  been 
gradual  but  certain,  and  in  these  later  years 
very  marked. 

Mr.  Ahlquist  married  Miss  Caroline  Wall- 
gren,  a native  of  Sweden.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom,  Edwin  G.,  Jennie  C.,  and 
Helvig  C.,  are  living.  A son  and  a daughter 
both  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Ahlquist  has  always 
been  a Republican,  and  is  a stout  champion  of 
the  good  name  of  the  party.  He  served  five 
years  as  president  of  the  Swedish-American 
League,  and  is  now  vice-president,  and  is  a 
leading  member  of  the  Swedish  Benevolent 
Society.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Swedish 
Republican  club,  and  takes  a leading  part  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church, 
where  he  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. He  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W., 
and  to  Warren  Lodge,  No.  51,  A.  F.  & A.  M. 
Mr.  Ahlquist  paid  a visit  to  his  native  coun- 
try in  the  fall  of  1890,  and  with  what  mingled 
emotions  set  foot  upon  the  soil  he  left  as  a boy 
of  nineteen,  with  but  five  dollars  in  cash  over 
and  above  his  passage  money!  He  has  fought 
a good  fight  and  he  holds  an  honored  place  as 
one  of  the  best  citizens  in  his  adopted  home. 

WILLIS  ISAAC  PARMELEE.  Occu- 
pying the  property  in  the  town  of  Durham, 
Middlesex  county,  which  for  generations  has 
been  successively  held  by  his  ancestors,  Mr. 
Parmelee  has  interested  himself  in  dairying 
in  addition  to  general  farming,  and  so  success- 
fully that  he  now  operates  the  most  extensive 
dairy  farm  in  the  town.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years  he  became  interested  in  this  branch 
of  farm  work,  beginning  with  three  cows,  lie 
increased  and  improved  his  stock  from  time 
to  time,  until  now  he  has  over  one  hundred 
head.  He  also  deals  extensively  in  cattle  and 
other  stock,  and  is  well  known  to  the  leading 
stockmen  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Parmelee  is  a representative  ot  an  "Id 
family.  John  Parmelee,  the  emigrant  t 
America,  came  from  England.  Mis  son,  !■  hn, 
of  Guilford,  was  one  of  the  thirty-one  signers 
to  General  Court,  on  April  29,  R>99'  ' d 

out  Coginchaug  (now  Durhatmi).  through 
three  Joel  Parmelces,  in  succession,  Willis  I. 
Parmelee’s  line  is  traced  from  John  t<>  1 bn  ace 
Parmelee,  his  grandfather. 

Joel  Parmelee,  the  great-grand  bather,  m r- 
ricd  Esther  Hall,  lie  was  a fanner  and  lived 
on  our  subject’s  present  farm.  I W seven  > In! 


dren  were  as  follows:  (1)  Horace,  mentioned 

below;  (2)  Isaac,  who  married  his  cousin, 
Eliza  Cooley,  of  New  Durham,  X.  Y.  (he  was 
a deacon  cf  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Durham);  (3)  Joel,  who  married  Ann  Clark, 
and  lived  in  Durham;  (4)  Sarah  (or  Sally), 
who  married  Samuel  Hicks,  and  lived  in 
Georgia;  (5)  Betsey,  who  married  Samuel 
Newton,  a deacon  of  the  Durham  Congrega- 
tional  Church;  (6)  Esther,  wife  of  Joel  Aus- 
tin, a farmer  in  Durham;  and  (7)  Mary,  wife 
of  Enos  Camp,  who  was  a farmer  in  Durham. 

Horace  Parmelee  was  a farmer  in  Durham, 
owning  and  occupying  the  present  place  of 
his  grandson,  Willis  I.  Pie  married  (first) 
Mary  Fowler,  of  Guilford,  and,  for  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Xeruah  ( Fowler)  Leete,  sister  of  the 
first,  on  October  22.  1832.  His  five  children 
by  his  first  marriage  were:  ( 1)  John,  born 

February  5,  1818,  married  Juliette  Griswold, 
of  Guilford,  May  11,  1842.  (2)  Elizabeth, 

born  January  9.  1821,  married  Samuel  Ste- 
vens, May  30.  1841.  (3)  Sarah,  born  May 

25,  1823,  married  Curtis  Coe,  of  Middleneld, 
June  17,  1868.  She  died  January  10,  1802. 
(4)  Nancy,  born  August  4.  1826,  is  living  in 
Durham,  unmarried.  (5)  Frederick,  l>orn 
February  11,  1831,  was  the  father  of  our  sul>- 
ject. 

Frederick  Parmelee  was  born  in  the  pres- 
ent house  of  his  son  Willis  I.  lie  received  a 
district  school  education,  and,  except  for  the 
time  spent  in  the  service  of  his  country,  fol- 
lowed farming  all  his  life.  On  June  30,  1855, 
he  married  Caroline  A.  Blair,  who  was  l* >rn 
December  12,  1832,  in  Blandford,  Mass.,  eld- 
est of  the  nine  children  of  Samuel  < >.  and  F.li/a 
(Osborne)  Rlair,  farming  people  < »f  Blandford. 
To  Frederick  and  Caroline  A.  Parmelee  were 
born  four  children,  namely:  (1)  Laura  M., 

born  September  7,  1858,  died  (Vtol>cr  22, 

1881.  (2)  Willis  Isaac  was  ln>rn  July  18, 

1861.  (3)  Henrietta  B„  born  June  12,  1804. 
is  now  living  with  Willis  1.  (4)  Edmund  L., 

born  April  13.  i8W»,  died  December  20.  1883. 
Frederick  Parmelee,  the  father,  enlisted  \ng- 
nst  22,  t8f>»,  in  Company  A (Cnpt.  1 imothy 
Guilford).  20th  Connecticut  \ oluntccr  Infan* 
trv,  for  three  years  service.  He  was  mus- 
tered in  September  t.  t8<>.\  and  went  with 
the  regiment  to  Harper’s  berry.  \ a.,  and,  l*c- 
coming  the  victim  of  rheumatism,  sjHut  the 
following  winter  in  the  Convalescent  Camp. 
He  was  discharged  on  account  of  ill  health. 
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March  27,  1863.  Returning-  home,  he  con- 
tinued farming  until  his  death,  which  was  the 
result  of  an  accident  near  Reed’s  Gap,  between 
Durham  and  Meriden,  June  13,  1895;  he  died 
two  days  later,  and  was  buried  in  Durham. 
While  driving  he  was  thrown  from  the  wagon, 
and  struck  a barbed  wire  fence,  death  result- 
ing from  concussion  of  the  brain.  Mr.  Parme- 
lee  was  quiet  and  unostentatious  in  manner, 
and  was  liked  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was 
deacon  in  the  South  Congregational  Church  of 
Durham.  His  widow  died  September  28,  1900. 

Willis  Isaac  Parmelee  was  born  in  the 
house  where  he  now  resides,  and  which  has 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  family  for  many 
generations.  He  attended  the  district  schools, 
and  later  the  Durham  Academy  for  two  win- 
ters. He  began  agricultural  life  on  the  home 
farm,  first  assisting  his  father,  but  soon  as- 
suming full  charge,  and  has  conducted  the 
same  most  successfully  ever  since.  In  1884 
he  began  dairy  farming  with  three  cows,  and 
year  by  year  added  to  this  stock  until  he  now 
owns  over  one  hundred  cows.  In  fourteen  years 
he  hauled  over  1,200  tons  of  milk  to'  the  cream- 
ery at  Durham.  He  is  now  shipping  all  his 
milk  to  one  firm  in  New  Haven.  In  1892  Mr. 
Parmelee  improved  his  farm  by  the  erection 
of  a large  barn.  In  the  fall  of  1901  he  bought 
the  Eli  S.  Camp  farm,  in  Durham.  He  is 
very  careful  in  business  matters,  but  his  keen 
judgment,  especially  in  reference  to  stock,  has 
enabled  him  to  buy  and  sell  stock  extensively 
and  profitably.  Pie  has  made  many  improve- 
ments upon  his  place,  and,  beginning  life  as 
he  did,  in  a small  and  inconspicuous  way,  his 
success  must  be  accredited  to-  his  own  integrity, 
industry  and  business  talent  for  general  af- 
fairs. 

In  politics  Mr.  Parmelee  is  a Republican. 
He  is  a prominent  member  of  Durham  Grange, 
and  has  held  many  offices.  Since  1895  he  has 
served  as  second  selectman  of  Durham,  and 
one  time  acted  by  appointment  as  assessor.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  creditable  citizens  of  the 
town,  and  holds  the  esteem  and  respect  of  a 
wide  acquaintanceship  throughout  the  county. 

W.  J.  TREVITHICK.  Seldom  in  any 
community  will  be  found  a young  man  who 
came  an,  entire  stranger  and  opened  up  a busi- 
ness against  old  and  formidable  competitors, 
and  who  has  in  so  short  time  secured  a lead- 
ing position  in  his  line,  as  W.  H.  Trevithick, 


of  Middletown.  As  the  proprietor  of  the  Peo- 
ple’s Market,  he  has  come  to  be  regarded  as 
one  of  the  leading  citizens. 

Mr.  Trevithick  was  born  in  1864,  in  Corn- 
wall, England,  where  his  parents,  William  and 
Mary  (Jose)  Trevithick,  lived,  and  where  the 
father  was  employed  in  the  tin  mines.  For  years 
back  his  ancestors  had  been  tin  miners,  and 
Cornwall  had  long  been  the  family  home.  Of 
the  other  children  in  the  family,  Fred  was  for 
five  years  in  the  mines  of  South  Africa,  and 
then  came  to  this  country,  being  now  engaged 
in  mining  in  Montana;  Richard  spent  some 
time  in  the  South  African  mines,  and  is  now  in 
the  western  part  of  the  United  States ; and 
James  is  a miner  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  Trevithick  was  reared  in  his  Corn- 
wall home,  and  had  the  advantage  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  in  his  youth.  The  family  support- 
ed itself  by  day's  work,  and  each  of  the  boys 
as  he  grew  up  had  early  to  take  up  the  burden 
of  life.  Our  subject  learned  the  trade  of 
butcher  and  meat  cutter,  serving  an  appren- 
ticeship of  seven  years,  beginning  at  his 
twelfth  year.  He  left  his  native  land  in  Janu- 
ary, 1883,  and  came  to  the  United  States.  Lo- 
cating in  New  Britain  he  at  once  entered  the 
employment  of  Charles  Lydall  as  market  man, 
and  remained  with  him  until  1889.  That  year, 
with  Patrick  Toohev,  he  went  into  business  for 
himself,  and  in  1894,  in  addition  to*  his  inter- 
est with  Mr.  Toohey,  he  opened  a market  oh 
Rapello  avenue,  Middletown.  He  then  sold 
his  New  Britain  business  to*  his  partner,  and 
has  devoted  his  entire  attention  for  some  years 
to  his  Middletown  establishment.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1899,  he  moved  his  business  to  No.  508 
Main  street,  and  there  has  a most  convenient 
stand,  where  he  maintains  an  elegant  market. 

Mr.  Trevithick  married  Miss  Mary  E. 
Phillips,  of  Cornwall,  England,  whose  father, 
John  Phillips,  came  to  this  country  with  his 
family  in  1883,  and  located  at  New  Britain. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trevithick  are  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  Harry  P.,  Addie  M. 

and  Frederick  William.  Mr.  Trevithick  takes 
little  interest  in  politics,  and  is  deeply  devoted 
to  Church  and  religious  matters,  being  a ready 
and  hearty  supporter  of  any  movement  look- 
ing to  the  moral  uplift  of  the  community.  He 
is  a deacon  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Middle- 
town,  and  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath- 
school,  and  he  is  a director  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W., 
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of  Phoenix  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  New 
Britain,  and  is  a charter  member  of  the  Order 
of  Pilgrim  Fathers  in  Middletown.  Fie  has 
crossed  the  Atlantic  nine  times,  visiting  his 
native  land  in  1888,  1894,  1898  and  1902. 
He  is  a good  illustration  of  success  in  life  that 
comes  from  honesty  and  hard  work,  and  he 
holds  a high  position  in  the  business  world, 
with  an  integrity  that  is  unquestioned. 

FRED  E.  GIBBONS  is  a well-known  citi- 
zen of  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  where 
he  is  generally  recognized  as  a leading  and  rep- 
resentative man.  From  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  has  been  in  the  office  of  the  W.  & B.  Doug- 
las Company,  and  he  has  risen  from  the  posi- 
tion of  office  boy  through  every  department  of 
work  in  their  extensive  business. 

The  Gibbons  family  is  of  English  extrac- 
. tion,  the  great-grandfather  of  Fred  E.  com- 
ing to  this  country  in  the  closing  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  HJe  landed  at  New  York, 
where  he  made  his  home  for  some  years.  ITe 
was  drum  major  in  the  Brooklyn  navy  yard 
during  the  war  of  1812,  and  gave  instructions 
in  the  use  of  the  drum.  Robert  Gibbons,  his 
son,  married  Margaret  Martin,  and  reared  a 
family  of  children,  among  whom  was  Elijah, 
father  of  Fred  E. 

Elijah  Gibbons  was  born  November  29, 
1831,  in  New  York,  came  to  Middletown  while 
M still  a young  man,  unmarried,  and  there  estab- 
lished his  home.  On  November  24,  1853,  he 
I:  was  married  by  Rev.  E.  L.  James,  to  Miss 

Susan  E.  Prior,  a native  of  Middletown,  born 
July  13,  1834.  She  died  December  23,  1891, 
in  Hartford,  where  she  was  living  with  her 
second  husband,  Eli  Hawes.  She  had  no  chil- 
| dren  by  Mr.  Hawes,  but  to  Mr.  Gibbons  she 
bore  two  children : Fred  E.,  born  October 

to,  T854,  and  Henry  J.,  born  May  30.  1859. 
Eli j ah  Gibbons  was  for  many  years  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  W.  & B.  Douglas  Company,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  going  to  the  war  was  foreman 
in  that  factory.  He  was  a young  man  who 
took  great  interest  in  military  matters,  and 
before  the  war  was  captain  of  the  McDonough 
Guards.  When  the  news  came  that  Fort  Sum- 
ter had  been  fired  upon  he  went  to  the  ''hop 
where  he  was  foreman  and  asked  who  would 
volunteer  to  go  to  the  front.  I he  nanus  were 
put  down,  and  his  led  all  the  rest.  I his  was 
before  the  call  for  volunteers,  and  \v;u  real 
the  first  enlistment  in  Middletown.  Mr  Lib 


' bons  enlisted  May  22,  1861.  in  what  became 
I Company  G.  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, and  was  appointed  first  lieutenant.  He 
participated  in  all  the  engagements  of  his  com- 
mand. Resigning  from  the  heavy  artillery  be- 
cause he  preferred  more  active  service,  he  re- 
turned to  Middletown  and  assisted  in  raising 
over  one  hundred  men  in  three  days,  and  on 
July  14,  1862,  became  captain  of  Company  B. 
Fourteenth  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Fie  was  wounded  at  Fredericksburg,  and  was 
taken  to  Falmouth.  Ya..  where  he  died  Decem- 
ber 19,  1862.  In  later  years  his  remains  were 
j brought  to  Middletown  and  interred  in  Morti- 
mer cemetery.  FIc  was  a faithful  and  capable 
soldier,  and  had  he  lived  would  probably  have 
risen  to  eminence.  He  was  a Republican,  and 
a man  of  strong  force  of  character.  ITe  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  of  his 
time,  and  his  comrades  give  only  the  most 
complimentary  accounts  of  his  bravery.  He 
was  sexton  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  tolled 
the  bell  at  the  death  of  John  Brown,  an  act  for 
which  he  was  forbidden  to  toll  the  bell : it  was 
his  sense  of  duty  to  the  larger  idea  that  made 
I him  do  what  he  did. 

Fred  E.  Gibbons  attended  school  in  Mid- 
dletown. and  his  parents  took  advantage  of 
! the  very  excellent  schools  that  were  maintained 
bv  private  teachers  in  his  bovhood  days.  A 
Mbs  Stevens,  an  old  colored  lady,  was  one  of 
I his  earliest  teachers.  He  was  a pupil  in  the 
Pearl  street  school,  and  then  in  the  high  school, 
at  that  time  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Central  school.  He  left  school  at  the  age  of 
fifteen,  and  has  since  been  engaged  at  office 
work  with  the  \Y.  & B.  Douglas  Company:  at 
times  he  has  been  on  the  road  in  their  interest, 
but  for  the  most  part  has  done  office  work. 

Mr.  Gibbons  and  Miss  Mary  L.  Leonard 
were  married  May  21,  1870.  She  was  born 
June  13.  1855.  daughter  of  Capt.  Horace  and 
Lucy  A.  (Harding)  Leonard.  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Gibbons  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Louis  F..  lx  >rn  March  18,  1880.  1* » .kkeeper  at 
the  Connecticut  Hospital  tm  the  Insane:  and 
Ernest  I...  horn  Scpteml*er  18.  1884,  who  is 
employed  in  the  office  of  Wilcox.  Crittenden 
& Co. 

Mr.  Gil.lK.ns  has  always  Itch  a Republican, 
and  has  taken  an  interest  in  the  success  of  his 
party.  lie  has  served  in  the  common  council, 
and  has  refused  to  be  a candidate  for  other 
positions,  though  he  was  on  the  Lvud  of  ed- 
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ucation  nine  years.  He  was  one  of  the  prime 
movers  in  starting  the  Middletown  Building 
and  Loan  Association,  holds  its  first  share  of 
stock,  was  its  first  treasurer,  and  has  held  that 
position  to  the  present  time.  He  is  master  of 
St.  John’s  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  an  officer 
of  Washington  Chapter  and  Cyrene  Com- 
mandery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibbons  are  mem- 
bers of  the  South  Congregational  Church,  and 
he  is  secretary  of  the  society.  He  is  a promi- 
nent and  highly  respected  citizen  of  his  com- 
munity. 

ALONZO  SHAFFER,  M.  D.,  a success- 
ful physician  of  Essex,  Middlesex  county,  has 
built  up  a substantial  practice  within  a short 
time.  Fie  is  a native  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
where  his  immediate  ancestors  still  reside.  His 
great-grandfather  came  to  America  from  Ger- 
many. 

John  Shaffer,  the  grandfather  of  Alonzo-, 
was  a native  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  iron  ore  business.  He  became  the 
father  of  twelve  children,  and  died  when  his 
son  Jonathan,  the  Doctor's  father,  was  yet 
young.  Jonathan  Shaffer  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty  years  was  obliged  to-  assume  the  care 
of  his  father’s  large  family,  and  he  displayed 
rare  good  management  throughout  his  life,  be- 
coming a wealthy  and  successful  man.  Until 
within  a few  years  of  his  death  he  managed 
the  iron  ore  business,  remaining  in  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  married  Anna  M.  Livzey,  a na- 
tive of  Philadelphia,  and  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam D.  and  Rachel  (Flare)  Livzey.  Mr. 
Shaffer  died  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two, 
and  the  mother  is  still  living  with  her  son  Alon- 
zo, their  only  child. 

Alonzo  Shaffer  was  born  September  7, 
1871,  in  Philadelphia,  and  was  educated  at  the 
Friends  school,  located  at  15th  and  Race 
streets,  from  which  excellent  institution  he 
graduated  in  1890.  Because  of  the  thorough 
training  he  was  eligible  to  enter  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  college  department,  as 
a Junior,  and  graduated  from  there  with  the 
degree  of  B.  S.,  later  taking  a four-years 
course  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  same 
university,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1895. 
Dr.  Shaffer  was  prominent  in  athletics  in  his 
class,  being  a member  of  the  class  foot-ball 
team  and  rowing  crew.  Following  his  gradua- 
tion he  spent  some  time  in  the  Methodist  Hos- 
pital at  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  Polyclinic 


Hospital.  Dr.  Shaffer  also  studied  under  the 
watchful  care  of  Dr.  Edwin  Holmes,  a famous 
Philadelphia  surgeon,  for  one  year,  locating 
then,  on  October  12,  1895,  in  Essex,  Middle- 
sex Co.,  Conn.,  having  bought  the  practice  of 
the  late  Dr.  W.  A.  Russell.  Since  his  loca- 
tion here  Dr.  Shaffer  has  added  extensively  to 
the  original  practice,  his  reputation  for  accu- 
racy, medical  knowledge,  skill  and  successful 
diagnosis  having  brought  him  patients  from 
this  vicinity  and  from  towns  soma  distance 
away.  Having  won  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity, he  should  have  no  trouble  holding  it, 
being  a close  and  careful  student,  and  apply- 
ing personal  tests  to  all  modem  discoveries 
and  appliances,  while  he  possesses  the  cool  head 
and  steady  hand  of  an  older  physician. 

In  politics  Dr.  Shaffer  is  a Democrat,  but 
cast  his  vote  for  the  Republican  candidate  at 
the  last  election.  Since  locating  in  Essex  he 
has  taken  an  active  interest  in  public  matters 
in  the  town,  has  served  as  grand  juror  and  on 
the  school  board,  and  is  health  officer  for  Es- 
sex. A member  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church, 
he  officiates  as  vestryman  of  the  same,  and  is 
also  senior  warden. 

Dr.  Shaffer  was  married  in  Parkesburg, 
Pa.,  on  March  8,  1894,  to  Alice  I.  Irwin,  a na- 
tive of  Sunbury,  Pa.,  and  three  children  have 
blessed  this  union:  J.  Irwin,  born  January  1, 
1895;  Milton  N.,  born  January  17,  1898  (died 
December  21,  1899)  ; and  Robert  B.,  born  Jan- 
uary 22,  1902.  Both  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Shaffer  are 
prominent  in  the  social  life  of  Essex,  and  are 
popular  and  esteemed,  as  they  deserve  to  be. 

JOHN  B.  CLARK.  Lhiflagging  industry 
is  the  highway  on  which  earnest  men  travel  to 
competence  and  success.  It  is  the  highway  by 
which  John  B.  Clark,  one  of  the  enterprising* 
and  promising  young  farmers  of  the  town  of 
Durham,  Middlesex  county,  is  attaining  prom- 
inence. He  began  life’s  struggle  without  the 
aid  of  a father's  care,  and  without  means.  The 
well  tilled  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  culti- 
vates represents  his  savings  for  many  years, 
and  is  a well  invested  capital,  now  yielding 
handsome  returns. 

Mr.  Clark  is  a representative  of  an  old 
Connecticut  family,  having  descended  from 
William  Clark,  one  of  the  original  proprietors 
of  Haddam.  Tallatiah  Clark,  his  great-grand- 
father, was  for  many  years  a farmer  in  Had- 
dam, and  spent  his  last  days  at  Middletown, 
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at  the  home  of  his  son  Alfred.  Alfred  Clark, 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Had- 
dam,  the  youngest  of  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren, and  received  a district  school  education. 
He  followed  farming  with  the  exception  of 
two  years,  when  he  worked  in  a brass  foundry. 
His  wife,  Christina  A.  Clark,  was  a daughter 
of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Clark)  Clark.  They 
had  eight  children,  as  follows : Mary  married 
Levi  Clark.  Alpheus  D.  married  (first)  Mary 
Henze  and  (second)  Ellen  A.  House;  he  lives 
retired  in  East  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  where  he 
is  one  of  the  leading  citizens.  Jeanette  mar- 
ried Alfred  L.  Morgan,  of  South  Farms.  Smith 
married  Loretta  Spencer,  and  rvas  a well- 
known  farmer  and  school  teacher  at  Durham. 
John  B.  was  the  father  of  our  subject.  Emily 
P.  married  George  Tuttle,  a mechanic  of  Meri- 
den. Whitney  P.  married  Mary  Camp,  and 
is  a farmer,  living  in  the  southern  part  of 
Durham.  Ruella  died  in  infancy. 

John  Buckley  Clark  was  born  January  22, 
1842,  in  Hacldam,  and,  being  deprived  by 
death  of  his  parents  at  an  early  age,  was 
placed  out  to  neighbors,  in  Hadclam,  where 
he  worked  for  many  years,  meantime  attend- 
ing the  district  schools.  Later,  with  his  sav- 
ings, he  was  enabled  to  become  a student  at 
a select  school  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  from 
which  he  was  graduated.  Returning  to  Mid- 
dletown, he  made  his  home  with  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Alfred  Morgan,  until  he  enlisted,  Aug- 
ust 30,  1862,  becoming  a private  in  Company 
A,  Twenty-fourth  Connecticut  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. He  participated  in  many  engagements, 
and  while  eating  his  dinner,  July  4,  1863,  after 
the  battle  of  Port  Hudson,  was  severely 
wounded  by  a spent  ball.  Pie  was  seated  near 
a log,  with  his  head  resting  in  his  hand,  and 
his  left  elbow  resting  on  the  log.  The  ball 
struck  him  in  the  left  side  of  the  neck,  glanced 
downward,  and  lodged  in  the  left  lung.  He 
was  picked  up  for  dead,  but  later,  showing 
signs  of  life,  was  removed  to  the  hospital,  and 
was  discharged  from  the  service  for  disability 
on  September  30,  18^)3. 

Returning  to  Durham  Mr.  Clark  remained 
there  a short  time,  then  found  employment  in 
East  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  as  night  watchman 
in  the  mill  of  the  Crosby  Manufacturing  t i»m- 
panv,  where  he  remained  about  two  years.  I hs 
health  grew  steadily  worse,  and  many  ni  Jits 
he  was  assisted  in  his  duties  In  his  wife  I he 
poor  condition  of  his  health  Imalh  compelled 


him  to  give  up  his  work  in  East  Glastonbury. 
He  came  to  Durham  and  purchased  the  farm 
occupied  by  the  late  Asael  Xettleton.  There  he 
resided  until  1869,  when  he  left  the  farm  and 
moved  to  the  house  now  occupied  by  his  widow, 
and  there  resided  until  his  death,  June  4,  1873. 
After  his  death  the  bullet  was  removed  from 
his  body.  It  had  settled  in  the  left  lung,  which 
had  entirely  wasted  away.  The  ball  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  Clark  was  married  in  Durham,  Janu- 
ary 29,  1867,  to  Samantha  Xettleton,  who  was 
born  March  18,  1841.  a native  of  Durham,  and 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Esther  ( Bailey)  Xet- 
tleton, farming  people  there.  Two  children 
came  to  John  Buckley  and  Samantha  Clark. 
Bertha  M.  and  John  B.  Bertha  M.  was  born 
June  29,  1869,  and  married  Bradford  A. 
Latham,  of  Gales  Ferry,  Conn. ; they  reside 
in  Meriden.  The  mother  of  our  subject  mar- 
ried, for  her  second  husband,  Edwin  Atkins, 
and' they  now  reside  in  Durham. 

John  B.  Clark  was  born  in  Durham  Decem- 
ber 16,  1872.  in  the  house  where  his  father  died 
about  six  months  later.  His  schooling  was 
such  as  the  district  schools  afforded,  and  end- 
ed when  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 
Beginning  at  an  early  age.  he  worked  on 
farms  in  the  summer,  attending  school  in  the 
winter.  He  was  employed  by  his  uncle  Asael 
Xettleton.  W hen  he  was  thirteen  years  old 
he  received  $0  per  month  and  board,  and  at 
fifteen  his  wages  were  increased  to  88  per 
month  and  board.  From  1892  to  1895  he  was 
emploved  by  Mr.  Xettleton.  and  then  for  three 
years  he  worked  on  his  present  farm,  in  sum- 
mers, for  Edgar  T.  Elliott,  his  father-in-law. 
He  was  emploved  during  six  winters  of  this 
time  in  the  witch  hazel  mill  of  E.  E.  Dickin- 
son & Co.,  in  Durham.  In  1897  he  ran  his 
present  farm  on  shares  for  Mr.  Elliott,  and,  in 
1898,  with  his  savings,  lie  purchased  the  farm, 
consisting  of  110  acres,  lie  has  since  then 
made  many  improvements,  and  now  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying,  giving  particu- 
lar attention  to  the  latter,  lie  is  industrious 
and  a man  of  model  habits. 
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Edgar  L.  and  John  A.;  the  latter  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

In  politics  Mr.  Clark  is  a Democrat,  but  he 
cast  his  last  vote  for  Mr.  McKinley.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a member  of  Coginchaug  Council, 
No.  62,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  of  Durham.  He  is  pop- 
ular among  the  people  of  Durham  toiwn,  his 
well  directed  efforts,  in  making  his  way  in 
the  battle  of  life,  winning  for  him  high  praise 
and  credit. 

EMILY  A.  SELDEN,  an  intelligent  and 
cultivated  lady,  who  resides  in  Middletown, 
has  a very  vivid  memory  of  the  days  when  that 
city  wias  passing  through  a period  of  reshap- 
ing and  remaking.  She  has  lived  in  her  pres- 
ent home  since  1849,  and  ^ias  a h°'st  friends 
among  the  older  families  of  the  city  who  are 
well  acquainted  with  her  good  qualities,  and 
appreciate  her  real  worth. 

The  Seldens  belong  to  the  older  families 
of  Chatham,  Middlesex  county,  and  since  the 
early  part  of  the  century  have  been  residents  of 
Middletown.  The  first  ancestor  in  America, 
Thomas  Selden,  was  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Hartford,  in  1636.  The  first  settler  in  Mid- 
dletown was  John  Selden,  who>  was  born  in 
Middle  Haddam,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  June 
25,  1788,  and  died  September  22,  1831,  in 
Middletown.  He  was  a son  of  David  Selden, 
known  as  ‘‘Priest”  Selden,  who-  was  for  forty 
years  a minister  in  the  Congregational  Church 
— one  of  the  old-fashioned  ministers,  a schol- 
arly gentleman,  and  a preacher  of  ability  and 
standing.  He  Was  a graduate  of  Yale,  and 
was  born  in  Chatham  January  14,  1761,  son  of 
Thomas  Selden.  On  August  17,  1784,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Cynthia  May,  who-  was  born  July 
25,  1761,  daughter  of  Rev.  Eleazer  May,  for 
forty-seven  years  a preacher  at  Haddam,  Conn. 
Rev.  David  Selden  was  baptized  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Bowers,  and  united  with  the  church  May  2, 
1780,  while  he  was  a student  at  Yale.  Rev. 
Samuel  Lockwood  was  his  theological  precep- 
tor, and  he  received  his  license  to  preach  June 
3.  1783.  He  was  invited  to  settle  in  Hebron, 
Conn.,  as  colleague  with  Dr.  Pomeroy,  but  he 
returned  to-  his  birthplace  and  passed  a min- 
istry of  honor  and  usefulness.  He  was  or- 
dained pastor  of  the  Middle  Haddam  Congre- 
gational Church  October  19,  1785,  and  soon 
after  his  accession  to  the  pastorate  a new  con- 
fession of  faith  was  adopted,  which  continued 
in  use  many  years.  He  wrote  2,565  sermons. 


only  one  of  which  was  left  in  print,  a funeral 
sermon  published  at  the  especial  request  of  the 
mourning  family.  Rev.  Mr.  Selden  was  a good 
man  and  highly  respected.  During  his  pas- 
torate two  hundred  and  twenty-three  persons 
united  with  the  church.  Pie  died  January  18, 
1825,  and  his  wife  passed  away  March  29, 
1850.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren: David,  born  June  4,  1785,  was  a mer- 

chant in  Liverpool,  England,  for  years,  and 
then  removed  to  New  Haven  to  educate  his 
sons,  three  of  whom  graduated  from  Yale. 
Sylvester,  born  October  19,  1786,  was  a Con- 
gregational minister.  John  was  born  June  25, 

1788.  Huntington  was  born  November  17, 

1789.  Cynthia,  born  March  14,  1791,  married 
Dr.  Munger.  and  became  the  mother  of  Rev. 
Theodore  T.  Munger,  of  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Elizabeth,  born  November  16,  1792,  married 
a Mr.  Thayer,  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y. ; she  took  a 
cold  while  on  her  way  to  that  place,  and  died 
within  a year  of  her  wedding  day.  Hezekiah 
M.,  born  September  27,  1794,  was  a farmer, 
and  lived  on  the  old  farm  in  Middle  Hladdam. 

John  Selden  was  reared  in  Middle  Had- 
dam, and  when  a young  man  began  the  dry 
goods  business  in  Middletown,  his  store  be- 
ing on  Main  street,  nearly  opposite  where  the 
municipal  building  now  stands.  He  built  at 
this  place  in  1827,  and  the  massive  door  lock 
for  the  front  door  was  presented  to-  him  by 
Capt.  Joseph  W.  Alsop,  the  famous  West  In- 
dies merchant.  This  lock  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  Miss  Emily  A.  Selden.  Mr.  Selden 
had  a partner  for  a short  time,  but  for  the 
most  part  carried  on  his  business  by  himself. 
He  was  highly  regarded  for  his  integrity  and 
upright  business  methods,  a man  who  was  very 
much  respected  and  beloved.  For  years  after 
his  death  his  name  was  a synonym  for  those 
qualities  among  those  who  knew  him.  He  was 
very  strict  in  church  matters. 

John  Selden  was  married  May  31,  1815, 
to  Miss  Emily  Sage,  who  was  born  April  17, 
1789,  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Portland, 
and  survived  him  five  years,  dying  in  Febru- 
ary, 1836.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Abner 
Sage,  and  granddaughter  of  David  Sage.  Her 
father  lived  in  Rose  Hill,  now  a part  of  Port- 
land, and  the  family  were  among*  the  first  set- 
tlers o-f  Middletown  Upper  Houses,  now 
Cromwell.  They  settled  in  Chatham  very 
early  in  its  history,  and  the  family  has  long 
been  prominent  in  the  business  and  social 
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world.  John  and  Emily  Selden  had  two  chil- 
dren, John  Sage  and  Emily  A.,  both  of  whom 
are  still  living,  and  have  their  home  on  Wash- 
ington street,  Middletown. 

John  Sage  Selden  was  born  September 
26,  1816,  in  Middletown,  and  married  Susan 
C.  Brooks  July  18,  1838.  She  was  a native 
of  Middle  Haddam,  daughter  of  Noah  and 
Hannah  (Cone)  Brooks,  and  died  January  10, 
1879,  at  Essex,  Conn.  For  the  last  twenty- 
five  years  Mr.  Selden  has  been  living  retired 
in  Middletown.  He  and  his  wife  had  two  chil- 
dren : Helen  M.,  who  married  James  M.  Hay- 
den, of  Essex;  and  Hannah  Emily,  who  was 
born  in  Chatham,  and  lives  with  her  father 
and  aunt.  John  Sage  Selden  remembers  well 
the  visit  of  LaFayette  to  Middletown,  and  the 
recqkion  tendered  him  at  the  Berkeley  Divin- 
ity School. 

HARRY  C.  TERRILL.  For  a detailed 
history  of  the  genealogy  of  the  family  of 
which  this  popular  and  enterprising  young  bus- 
iness man  of  Micldlefield,  Middlesex  county, 
is  a member,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  bi- 
ographical sketch  of  his  uncle,  Moses  W.  Ter- 
rill, which  may  be  found  elsewhere. 

Carlos  Terrill,  father  of  Harry  C.,  was 
born  in  Morristown,  Vt.,  in  1837.  Leaving 
his  native  State  while  yet  a young  man,  he 
came  to  Micldlefield,  where  for  several  years 
he  was  employed  in  the  Wringer  factory,  and 
where  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Cornelius 
and  Julia  (Stowe)  Hall:  her  father  was  a 
prominent  and  wealthy  farmer  of  the  town. 
Returning  to  his  native  State,  after  the  death 
of  his  wife,  Mr.  Terrill  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business,'  which  he  still  conducts  at  Morris- 
town. Mrs.  Terrill  died  September  13,  1877, 
leaving  three  young  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom  had  not  reached  five  years.  Ot  these, 
Harry  C.  was  second  in  the  order  of  birth. 
Rose  H.,  born  February  10,  1873,  was  mar- 
ried June  27,  1894,  to  Delos  Warner,  a me- 
chanic, and  lives  in  Micldlefield;  she  is  the 
mother  of  three  children.  Isaac  L.,  Lucy  May 
and  Ethel  Julia,  the  last  named  born  April  16, 
1901.  Leo  C.,  born  September  17,  1876*  was 
married  October  30,  [ 895 • *"  Lillie  Scran- 

ton, and  is  also  a resident  ot  Middlehcld;  they 
have  one  daughter,  Doris  Maude,  born  May 
.’8,  1 898.  Carlos  Terrill,  the  lather,  married 
for  his  second  wife  Julia  \.  Bacluiiu 

Harry  C.  Terrill  was  1 m »rn  in  M iddlclidd 


December  18,  1874,  in  the  house  once  occupied 
by  the  late  Rev.  Andrew  Denison.  Being  de- 
prived of  a mother's  tender  care  at  the  early 
age  of  three  years,  he  was  reared  by  his  ma- 
ternal uncle,  the  late  Walter  P.  Hall,  of  Mid- 
dlefield.  He  attended  the  district  schools,  and 
when  he  was  twenty-one  years  old  began  busi- 
ness for  himself,  as  a dealer  in  milk.  He  is 
still  engaged  in  that  line,  in  which  he  has  been 
very  successful.  He  buys  his  stock  from  farm- 
ers and  retails  it  in  Meriden,  driving  daily  to 
and  from  that  city,  which  is  five  miles  dis- 
tant from  his  home.  Shortly  after  his  mar- 
riage, in  1897,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Mer- 
iden, but  in  April,  1899,  he  bought  his  present 
pleasant  home,  at  Baileyville,  from  John  O. 
Couch,  and  removed  thither.  Few  of  the 
young  citizens  of  the  town  are  held  in  higher 
esteem  than  Mr.  Terrill,  and  none  are  more 
worthy  of  the  enviable  place  which  he  holds  in 
the  public  regard.  Notwithstanding  the  tact 
that  he  has  inherited  a handsome  sum  from  his 
maternal  grandfather,  his  industry  is  as  tire- 
less as  his  moral  character  is  sound.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Republican. 

Mr.  Terrill’s  marriage  took  place  July  14, 
1897,  his  bride  being  Miss  Nellie  Almira 
Doane,  of  Essex.  She  was  born  October  18, 
1874,  and  is  the  younger  of  the  two  daughters 
of  Alvah  R.  Doane  and  Annette  R.  Risley;  her 
father  is  a mechanic  in  Middlefield.  Her  el- 
der sister,  May,  is  living  at  home,  unmarried. 
Mrs.  Terrill  is  a member  of  t he  Methodist 
Church.  To  this  union  have  come  two  chil- 
dren: Charlotte  May,  born  August  31.  1898. 
and  Walter  11.,  born  October  14.  1899. 

I).  A.  NOLAN,  M.  D..  was  lx»rn  January 
14,  1872,  in  Plantsvillc,  Conn.,  and  is  one  oi 
the  young  and  rising  members  oi  the  profes 
sion  at  Middletown,  Middlesex  county,  where 
he  came  not  very  long  ago,  an  entire  stranger. 
Bv  reason  of  his  thorough  mastery  of  his  work 
and  his  frank,  manly  character,  he  has  won  a 
good  standing,  not  only  among  his  professional 
brethren,  but  in  the  community  as  well. 

Dr.  Nolan  is  a son  of  Martin  and  Bridget 
Rain  •Nolan,  natives  of  Ireland,  where  the  fa 
thcr  was  born  in  1843.  and  the  mother  in 
i8p>.  Michael  Nolan,  the  grandfather,  lived 
ami  died  in  Ireland.  Martin  Nolan  came  to 
this  country  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  was  married  here  lie  learned  the  trade 
of  molder  after  his  arrival.  Chances  had  Iktu 


942 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


poor  with  him,  in  both  school  and  at  work,  in 
his  home  country,  and  he  brought  little  with 
him  into  the  new  land  beside  an  unconquerable 
spirit  and  a sturdy  frame.  In  New  Haven  he 
learned  his  trade  in  Sargent’s  foundry,  and 
working  at  it  steadily,  by  industry  and  frugal- 
ity became  possessed  of  an  ample  competence, 
which  enabled  him  to  take  life  much  easier  in 
his  later  years.  Martin  Nolan  and  Bridget 
Kain  were  married  in  Cheshire,  Conn.  Mrs. 
Nolan  was  but  an  infant  when  she  came  to 
this  country  with  her  mother,  in  1847,  to  join 
her  father,  who  had  come  ahead  to  make  a 
home  for  them.  Martin  Nolan  and  his  wife 
lived  for  a little  time  with  her  parents  in  Che- 
shire, and  later  settled  at  Plantsville.  There 
they  remained  some  years,  though  spending  a 
brief  period  at  New  Haven  and  Naugatuck, 
where  Mr.  Nolan  worked  at  his  trade.  Mrs. 
Nolan’s  mother  is  yet  living,  and  has  her  home 
in  Cheshire.  The  children  of  Martin  Nolan 
and  his  wife  are:  (1)  Lucy,  who  holds  a 

responsible  position  as  forewoman  in  a button 
factory  at  Cheshire,  makes  her  home  with  her 
aged  grandmother,  in  that  place.  (2)  Dr.  D. 
A.  is  mentioned  below.  (3)  Anna  is  princi- 
pal in  the  grammar  school  at  Southington, 
Conn.  (4)  Marguerite  is  a teacher  in  the  pri- 
mary school  at  Southington.  (5)  Martin  L., 
born  December  25,  1879,  in  Plantsville,  at- 
tended the  Lewis  High  School  at  Southing- 
ton, Allegany  Seminary,  at  Allegany  City,  N. 
Y.,  and  is  now  a student  at  the  Grand  Semin- 
ary, Montreal,  Canada,  from  which  he  ex- 
pects to  graduate  in  1903,  and  then  to  enter 
the  priesthood  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Mar- 
tin Nolan  and  his  wife  are  highly  respected 
people,  who  have  made  the  most  of  life,  and 
reared  a family  which  would  do'  credit  to  any 
parentage.  They  are  now  living  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  privileges  which  are  doubly  sweet  to 
old  age  when  they  come  as  the  result  of  hon- 
orable and  industrious  years. 

Dr.  Nolan  obtained  his  first  schooling  in 
Plantsville,  and  spent  two  years  in  the  high 
school  at  Southington,  after  which  he  took 
a course  in  Cargill's  Business  College,  New 
Haven.  In  1889  he  went  to  New  York » and 
entered  the  drug  store  of  Emlin  Painter,  at 
the  corner  of  Broadway  and  34th  street,  a no- 
ted chemist,  and  then  president  of  the  Ameri- 
can Pharmaceutical  Association.  There  Mr. 
Nolan  remained  a year  and  a half,  applying 
himself  closely  to  his  work,  and  making  it  a 


most  admirable  foundation  for  his  medical 
studies  later  on.  In  1891  he  became  a student 
in  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  at 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  working  for  the  Milton 
Campbell  Manufacturing  Company  whenever 
his  college  duties  permitted.  In  1892  he  was 
made  pharmacist  at  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
Hospital,  and  acquitted  himself  brilliantly  in 
this  position,  which  he  retained  for  three  years. 
In  1894  he  was  graduated  from  the  College  of 
Pharmacy,  receiving  the  degree  of  Ph.  G.  He 
had  already  given  considerable  attention  to'  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  in  1895  was  graduated 
from  the  Medico-Chirurgical  College,  and  also 
from  the  Philadelphia  School  of  Anatomy. 
Soon  after  his  graduation  he  was  named  the 
physician  of  Samaritan  Hospital,  at  Philadel- 
phia, in  which  position  he  served  but  a short 
time,  as  being  ambitious  to  have  a practice  of 
his  own,  lie  resigned  and  came  to  Middletown, 
where  he  opened  his  office  July  3,  1895.  A 
stranger  in  a city  where  the  field  was  well 
covered  by  an  army  of  physicians,  he  had  to 
fight  his  own  way  to  a creditable  standing, 
which,  however,  he  soon  won.  To-day  he  has 
a lucrative  and  rapidly  growing  practice,  which 
has  come  to  him  because  of  his  merit  and  skill. 

Dr.  Nolan  belongs  to'  the  State  and  Coun- 
ty Medical  Societies,  as  well  as  to'  the  Central 
Medical  Society.  He  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
position  of  honorary  vice-president  of  the  med- 
ical school  from  which  he  was  graduated.  He 
belongs  to  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia College  of  Pharmacy,  and  while  in 
the  College  of  Pharmacy  was  president  of  the 
Alpha  Phi  Society,  a college  fraternity.  Dr. 
Nolan  was  a member  of  Anders’  Medical  So- 
ciety, and  also  of  the  La  Place  Surgical  Soci- 
ety, and  of  the  Fox  Ophthalmological  Society, 
in  connection  with  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
College. 

Politically  the  Doctor  is  a Democrat,  but 
does  not  draw  party  lines  in  local  matters.  In 
1899  he  was  the  town  physician.  Fraternally 
he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  and  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees. 

WILLIAM  H.  SCOVILLE.  The  pater- 
nal grandfather  of  our  subject,  Erastus  Sco- 
ville.  was  born  November  30,  1798,  was  a life- 
long resident  of  East  Haddam,  Middlesex 
county,  and  a ship  carpenter  by  trade,  being 
employed  much  of  the  time  at  Upper  Landing. 
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He  married  Phoebe  Sawyer,  who  was  also  born 
in  1798,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Temperance,  born  in  1819, 
married  Almon  Capen,  of  Norwich,  Conn. 
Erastus,  born  in  1821,  married  Esther  New- 
man; he  was  a ship  carpenter  and  builder, 
member  of  the  firm  of  Newman  & Scoville,  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died.  Elenry  W.,  born 
in  1824,  married  (first)  Mary  Lamb,  and  (sec- 
ond) Lucy  Batchelor,  of  New  Hampshire. 
Charlotte,  born  October  12,  1826,  married 

Willard  W.  Green,  of  Norwich,  Conn.  Math- 
ew, born  in  1830,  married  Julia  Bevin,  of  East 
Hampton,  Conn.,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
William  W.  is  mentioned  below. 

William  W.  Scoville,  the  father  of  William 
Id.,  was  born  in  East  Haddam  June  27,  1834, 
and,  being  left  an  orphan  at  a tender  age,  was 
early  thrown  on  his  own  resources.  For  the 
past  thirty-seven  years  he  has  been  employed 
in  the  Boardman  Britannia  ware  factory  at 
East  Haddam.  By  his  ballot  he  supports  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  part}'.  He 
wedded  Mary  Jane  Ufford,  who  was  born 
March  23,  1831,  and  the  only  child  of  this 
union  is  William  H.,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review. 

Mrs.  Scoville"  s paternal  grandparents 
were  John  and  Martha  (Brainard)  Ufford, 
residents  of  Middle  Haddam,  town  of  Chat- 
ham, Middlesex  county.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  Ephraim,  father  of  Mrs.  Scoville; 
Dennis,  who  married  Elizabeth  Tibbals,  and 
died  in  Middle  Haddam;  Henry,  who  married 
Mary  Tibbals;  Russell,  who  married  Charity 
Cone;  Caleb,  who  lives  in  Utica,  N.  \ . ; Sally 
wife  of  James  Powell ; Lucy,  wife  of  John  But- 
tington';  Rosanna,  wife  of  James  W alton;  and 
Martha,  wife  of  John  Proctor. 

Ephraim  Ufford,  father  of  Mrs.  Scoville, 
was  a native  of  Middle  Haddam.  lie  was  a 
man  who  could  apply  himself  to  almost  any 
line  of  work,  and  among  other  things  engaged 
as  a farmer  and  butcher.  I Ie  married  Matilda 
Cone,  daughter  of  Phineas  Cone,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Roswell  Cone,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  six  children,  of  whom  John  I’.,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  is  the  eldest;  Lucy  Ann, 
born  April  4,  1827,  married  Joseph  I homps-n, 
and  died  in  1807;  Mary  Jane,  Mrs.  Sc<*vi  U\ 
born  March  23,  1831,  is  the  next  in  ordei  1 
birth;  Sarah  L..  born  \ugust  8,  1835*  *s  the 
wife  of  William  Hi.  Pease,  oi  Middiet  un. 
Conn.;  Susan,  born  June  7.  1838,  married 


George  Hawley  Penfield,  a native  of  Portland, 
Conn.,  and  they  now  reside  in  Boston,  Mass.; 
Adelia,  born  November  1,  1841,  is  the  wife 
of  George  W.  McClintock,  of  Boston. 

William  H.  Scoville,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in 
Middlesex  county.  He  has  had  a varied  ex- 
perience in  his  business  life,  and  in  whatever 
capacity  he  has  been  engaged  has  always 
shown  enterprise,  a shrewd  knowledge  of  hu- 
j man  nature  and  of  the  conduct  of  public  affairs, 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  for  the  last 
fifteen  years.  Mr.  Scoville  was  born  at  Good- 
speeds  Landing,  East  Haddam,  July  7,  1857, 

! and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
: town.  His  early  employment  was  in  the  sil- 
ver plating  works  of  L.  Boardman  & Sons,  and 
in  J.  S.  Ray’s  coffin-trimming  establishment. 
Later  he  purchased  a half  interest  in  the  meat 
business  of  G.  W.  Swan,  the  firm  name  being 
Swan  & Scoville.  The  firm,  after  several  years 
of  successful  business,  sold  out  to  Peck  & 
Harrison,  and  Air.  Scoville,  in  1890.  became 
the  proprietor  of  the  “Gelston  House,’  a hotel 
well  known  to  traveling  men  and  the  general 
; public.  He  was  landlord  about  a year  when 
he  transferred  his  interest  to  R.  B.  Swan,  and 
acquired  control  of  the  livery  stable  connected 
with  the  hotel,  which  he  sold  out  after  his  ap- 
! pointment  as  county  commissioner,  in  July, 

I 1895.  In  1899  he  was  rcapj>ointed  commis- 
sioner, resigning  the  position  July  15,  1901. 
During  his  service  in  this  incumbency  he  acted 
as  secretary  of  the  board,  and  at  another  period 
as  treasurer.  Mr.  Scoville  served  as  deputy 
sheriff  under  Sheriff  John  I.  Hutchinson,  and 
was  reappointed  deputy  by  Sheriff  Thomas 
S.  Brown,  serving  under  the  latter  for  twelve 
years.  In  July  last  ( 1901  ) lie  was  appointed 
jailer  of  the  Middlesex  county  jail,  at  1 laddani, 
a position  for  which  he  evinces  unusual  capac- 
ity. lie  has  also  tilled  the  offices  of  constable 
and  tax  collector.  Mr.  Scoville  represented  the 
town  of  East  Haddam  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  1899,  and  served  on  the  imjxntant  com- 
mittee on  Railroads.  Since  lie  attained  his 
majority  lie  has  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
party,  has  taken  quite  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  local  politics,  and  has  been  a manlier 
of  the  Republican  town  committee  for  the  past 
ten  years,  lie  is  public-spirited  and  progres- 
sive, giving  his  sup|>>rt  to  any  enterprise  which 
! he  believes  will  Ik*  of  public  benefit.  S-vially 
he  is  a metnl>cr  of  Middlesex  Lodge,  No.  3. 
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I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  Columbia  Lodge,  No.  26, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  both  of  East  Haddam;  and  of 
Burning  Bush  Chapter,  No.  29,  R.  A.  M.,  of 
Essex. 

Mr.  Scoville  married  Hattie  W.,  a daugh- 
ter of  Ogden  and  Henrietta  (Clark)  Brooks, 
of  East  Haddam,  who  was  born  in  that  town 
February  24,  1857.  Mr.  and  Mts.  Scoville 
have  had  two  children : William  Ogden,  born 
March  31,  1891:  and  George  Ephraim,  born 
April  27,  1894. 

FRANK  SEYMOUR  YOUNG,  a mem- 
ber of  the  progressive  and  popular  grocery  firm 
of  Burns  & Young,  at  Saybrook  Point,  Conn., 
is  a representative  of  an  old  family,  and  worth- 
ily sustains  the  honor  of  a name  that  has  come 
down  to  him  through  several  upright  and  hon- 
orable generations. 

The  Young  family  came  to1  America  in  the 
early  days  and  settled  on  Cape  Cod.  During 
the  time  when  many  were  coming  from  that 
region  to  Connecticut,  one  member  of  the  fam- 
ily came  into'  Middlesex  county,  and  located 
at  Haddam  Neck  in  the  town  of  Haddam. 

Russell  Young,  the  grandfather  of  Frank 
S.,  was  born  in  the  Neck,  where  he  grew  up 
and  married  Charlotte  Brainerd,  a descendant 
of  the  proprietary  settler  of  that  name,  who 
came  to  the  town  of  Haddam  in  1662.  Russell 
Young  followed  farming,  but  devoted  much 
of  his  time  to  quarrying,  then  a leading  in- 
dustry in  that  community.  He  was  the  father 
of  three  sons : Asaph,  who  moved  to  Nor- 

wich ; Hezekiah ; and  Enos  Brainerd,  the  father 
of  Frank  S. 

Enos  Brainerd  Young  was  born  in  Had- 
dam Neck  February  23,  1822,  a-nd  died  Aug- 
ust 2,  1899.  He  was  twice  married.  Julia  Col- 
lins, his  first  wife,  was  a native  of  East  Had- 
dam, and  became  the  mother  of  two  children : 
FTezekiah,  a resident  of  New  Britain,  Conn.; 
and  Sarah  i( deceased),  who-  married  David 
Patterson,  and  resided  at  Piqua,  Ohio.  For 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Young  married  Electa 
House,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Susan  ( Pier- 
son) House,  of  whom  the  latter  lived  to  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-four  years.  Mrs. 
Young  is  still  living  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-four  years.  To  the  second  mar- 
riage were  born : Julia,  who  married  Joseph 

Ferguson,  and  is  living  near  Paterson,  N.  J. ; 
and  Frank  Seymour.  Enos  B.  Young  en- 
gaged during  his  more  active  years  in  quarry- 


ing, and  along  with  it  did  considerable  con- 
tracting work.  He  was  one  of  the  contractors 
in  the  construction  of  the  Morris  and  Essex 
Canal.  His  property  included  considerable 
real  estate  in  the  Neck.  In  business  his  reputa- 
tion was  high,  and  he  was  widely  known  as  a 
successful  and  energetic  man.  In  his  politics, 
both  he  and  his  father  were  Democrats,  and  in 
religion  he  was  a Universalist.  He  died  at 
Glendale,  Massachusetts. 

Frank  Seymour  Young  was  born  in  the 
Neck  September  12,  1868,  where  he  attended 
the  public  schools,  and  was  a pupil  in  the  pri- 
vate school  of  the  Rev.  F.  L.  Hayward.  When 
he  was  fifteen  he  went  to  Cobalt,  for  a year 
worked  in  the  grocery  store  of  Purple  & Brain- 
erd, and  the  year  following  was  employed  by 
W.  J.  May,  a grocer  in  Hartford.  For  about 
the  same  length  of  time  he  was  in  the  grocery 
store  at  Unionville,  Conn.,  and  in  1888  he  came 
to  Saybrook  to  enter  the  employ  of  H.  Potter 
& Son.  With  that  firm  he  remained  until 
1891,  when,  in  company' with  Robert  D.  Burns, 
the  business  of  the  firm  was  purchased,  and 
Potter  & Son  gave  way  to'  Burns  & Young.  Mr. 
Young  was  extensively  experienced  in  all  the 
“ins  and  outs’’  of  the  trade,  and  has  proved 
himself  thoroughly  qualified  to  meet  all  de- 
mands of  the  trade.  Their  business  in  all  lines 
is  now  very  large,  with  profitable  and  satis- 
factory returns. 

On  December  14,  1897,  Mr.  Young  was 
married  to  Miss  Edith  J.  Pratt,  born  April  14, 
1876,  a daughter  of  Dean  and  Mary  T.  (Win- 
throp) Pratt,  the  latter  a direct  descendant 
through  six  generations  from  Gov.  Winthrop. 
Dean  Pratt  was  a son  of  Edward  and  Eliza- 
beth ( Prentice)  Pratt,  of  England.  One  child 
has  blessed  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young, 
Harold  Seymour,  born  May  23,  1899.  Al- 
though a stanch  Democrat  Mr.  Young  is  not 
an  active  party  worker.  Several  times  he  has 
been  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  but  in  each 
case  he  has  declined  to  qualify.  He  belongs 
to  Fenwick  Lodge,  No.  20,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  to 
which  he  was  admitted  as  soon  as  he  became 
of  age. 

William  Henry  Winthrop,  born  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  in  1792,  died  in  i860.  He  was 
married  in  New  London  to  Margaret  Ann 
Parkin,  a daughter  of  Richard  Parkin, 
of  England.  She  was  born  in  1798, 
died  February  27,  1863.  Their  children  were: 
William  Henry,  Thomas  Parkin,  Francis 
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Bayard,  John  Taylor  (who  died  young),  Mar- 
garet Ann  (who  died  young),  Jane  Parkin, 
Margaret  Ann  (who  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
years),  Mary  Taylor  (Mrs.  Pratt),  and  John 
Taylor  (who  died  young). 

Francis  Bayard  Winthrop  was  twice  mar- 
ried, first  to  Elsie  Marston,  and  then  to  Phoebe 
Taylor.  By  his  first  marriage  were  born : 
Frances,  John,  Elizabeth  and  Charlotte.  By 
the  second  marriage  were  born : Charles, 

Mary  Jane,  and  William  Henry. 

Mrs.  Young  has  a brother  and  a sister.  The 
I former,  Deane,  born  March  21,  1857,  is  a resi- 
dent of  the  city  of  New  York;  and  the  latter, 
Mary  Elizabeth,  born  June  4,  1865,  married 
Edgar  J.  Swart,  of  Sault  St.  Marie,  Mich., 
sheriff  of  Chippewa  county,  Michigan,  and 
they  have  the  following  children : Sarah  Ol- 

ive, Chester  Winthrop,  Arza  Martin,  Grant 
I Anthony,  Janette,  Edith  Ruth  and  Frances 
I Violet. 

EDWARD  EVERETT  ELLSWORTH, 
of  the  business  firm  of  Ellsworth  & Co.,  op- 
erating extensive  mercantile  establishments  in 

I,  ' 

Middletown  and  Portland,  is  among  the  young- 

Iest  of  the  active  and  enterprising  merchants 
of  the  two  cities.  He  has  risen  from  poverty 
to  a position  of  influence  and  wealth  by  his 
own  energy  and  push,  and  his  character  and 
integrity  have  given  dignity  and  meaning  to 
his  success  in  life. 

The  Ellsworth  family,  while  not  by  any 
means  numerous  in  Middlesex  count}  , is  one 
of  the  oldest  in  the  State,  and  has  held  a prom- 
inent place  in  the  old  time  records  ever  since 
its  first  settlement  in  these  regions.  Its  pro- 
genitors pitched  their  tent  in  old  Windsor  at 
I an  early  day,  and  from  that  time  this  family 
has  given  many  men  of  State  and  national  rep- 
utation to  the  public  service.  Among  its  rep- 
resentatives have  been  professional  men.  doc 
tors,  lawyers,  clergymen  and  statesmen,  and 
governors  of  the  State,  while  Chief  Justice  ( )l- 
iver  Ellsworth  was  from  this  family.  I he\ 
have  become  connected  by  marriage  with  the 
first  families  of  New  England,  and  perhaps 
there  is  no  familv  in  this  part  of  the  country 
that  can  refer  with  more  pride  to  its  anccs 
try  than  can  the  various  members  of  the  FIN 
worth  family.  The  ancestral  lineage  of  I d 
ward  E.  Ellsworth  is  as  follows;  Edgar 
Lord,  i827;Josiah,  170,}  1863:  Josiah.  1 p • 

I j8t^;  Samuel,  1697;  Josias,  10-:  1 700 : Ser 
00 


geant  Josias,  or  Josiah,  1629-1689;  John,  of 
England. 

(I)  Sergeant  Josias  Ellsworth  was  the 

American  ancestor  of  the  family.  He  was 
born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  of  his  father, 
John,  but  little  is  recorded.  Josias  married 
Elizabeth  Holcomb  in  1654,  at  which  time  his 
name  first  appears  on  the  W indsor  records. 
The  next  year  lie  bought  the  property  which 
for  a hundred  years  was  known  as  the  “Chief 
Justice  Ellsworth  place,  " and  it  is  one  of  the 
historic  homes  of  Connecticut.  Josias  was 
made  freeman  May  21,  1657,  and  was  a good 
citizen  of  the  time.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
farmer.  His  children  were:  Josias,  Eliza- 

beth, Martha,  Thomas,  Jonathan  (the  grand- 
father of  Judge  Oliver  Ellsworth),  John,  Job, 
and  Benjamin. 

(II)  Josias  was  bom  in  Windsor  in  1655. 
and  in  1679  he  married  Martha,  the  daughter 
of  Samuel  Gaylord.  Plis  death  occurred  in 
1706.  His  children  were  as  follows:  Martha, 

j Elizabeth,  Josiah,  Mary,  Abagail,  Samuel,  b - 

| seph,  Mary  and  Timothy. 

(III)  Samuel,  born  in  W indsor  in  1697. 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Job  Allen,  of 
Enfield,  in  1717.  The  children  of  this  union 

; were  as  follows:  Samuel,  Jr.,  born  October 

1,  1718;  Charles,  December  12.  1721;  Elijah, 
February  11,  1723;  Josiah,  September  18. 
1726;  and  Eliphalet,  July  23.  1740.  The  fa- 
ther of  these  children  was  a farmer  and  a 
prominent  citizen. 

(IV)  Josiah,  born  in  1726.  in  East  W inci- 
sor, was  always  a farmer,  and  lived  to  be 
ninety  years  old,  dying  December  24.  1815. 
In  1792,  he  was  married  to  Ann  Grover,  of 
Ellington.  Conn.,  who  was  born  in  176(1.  and 
died  May  19,  1830.  One  child  blessed  this 

1 union.  * At  his  death  Josiah  left  a comfort 
able  competence. 

(V)  Josiah  Ellsworth  was  born  October  1. 
1793.  at  Windsorville,  Conn.,  where  Ins  pa 
rents  had  lived  for  years,  lie  was  a farmer, 
and,  being  the  only  child,  came  into  posses- 
sion of  the  home  farm.  lie  dealt  in  st<x'k. 
slaughtering  cattle  and  selling  meat  through 
the  surrounding  country,  and  he  conducted 
various  other  enterprises,  among  which  may 
he  mentioned  that  of  petidling  flour.  W hile 
he  is  rememliercd  as  a large,  stout  man.  his 
health  was  never  good  : he  died  in  1863.  at  the 
age  of  seventy.  In  religion  he  was  a promi- 
nent Methodist,  taking  an  active  j»art  in  the 
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affairs  of  that  church,  and  he  filled  many  offices 
in  its  various  organizations.  On  October  2, 
1814,  he  was  married  to  Lucretia,  the  daughter 
of  Jeremiah  and  Triphena  (Pease)  Lord,  and  a 
native  of  East  Windsor,  where  she  was  born 
January  23,  1791.  To  this  union  were  born: 
Lucretia  Maria,  born  September  24,  1815,  who 
married  Moses  Stoddard,  a clergyman  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  removed  to  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  she  died;  Ann  Amelia, 
born  February  18,  1817,  died  at  the  age  of  six 
years;  Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  December  1, 
1818,  married  Oliver  Buckland,  of  Ellington, 
Conn.,  for  twenty-five  years  a tinner  in  Port- 
land, whose  biography  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume,  and  whose  widow  is  still  living  in 
that  town;  Josiah  Orton,  born  November  14, 
1820,  married  Lucy  Mills,  and  died  on  his 
farm  in  East  Windsor,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine;  Emily  Sophia,  born  August  12,  1822, 
married  Albert  Allen,  a Methodist  clergyman, 
who  died  in  New  Britain,  and  she  died  in  Mid- 
dletown, September  1,  1898;  Ann  Amelia  (2), 
born  February  23,  1824,  married  Lorenzo 
Bolles,  a Methodist  clergyman,  and  died  at  her 
home  in  East  Windsor,  at  the  age'  of  twenty- 
eight;  Rhoda  Calista,  born  November  4,  1825, 
died  at  the  age  of  ten  years ; Edgar  Lord,  the 
father  of  Edward  E.,  was  born  in  1827;  John 
N.  Maffitt,  born  January  6,  1829,  resides  in 
Windsorville  ; Julia  Rosette,  born  January  10, 
1831,  died  at  the  age  of  nine  months  ; and  Flav- 
ius Josephus,  born  May  16,  1834,  married 
Martha  Abbey,  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven  years,  leaving  three  children. 

(VI)  Edgar  Lord  Ellsworth  was  born 
May  23,  1827,  in  the  town  of  East  Windsor, 
and  received  his  preliminary  literary  training 
in  the  neighboring  district  school,  later  at- 
tending the  high  schools  of  Ellington  and  Wil- 
braham.  He  taught  one  winter  in  the  Irish 
Row  district  in  East  Windsor,  and  two  win- 
ters in  the  town  of  Ellington.  After  his  mar- 
riage, he  located  on  a farm  near  Broad  Brook, 
in  East  Windsor,  and  lived  there  many  years. 
He  owned  two  different  places,  and  in  1874. 
came  to  Portland,  and  for  ten  years  farmed 
the  Samuel  W.  Wilcox  farm,  and  for  six  years 
was  employed  in  the  Shaler  & Hall  quarry, 
but  is  now  living  a retired  life.  On  December 
29,  1852,  he  married  Miss  Elmina  McClure,  a 
native  of  Somers,  Conn.,  where  she  was  born 
November  24,  1825,  a daughter  of  Penuel  and 


Fanny  (Lathrop)  McClure,  of  whom  the  form- 
er was  a joiner  and  builder,  and  lived  in  Som- 
ers for  years,  but  he  died  in  Hartford  where 
he  was  living  at  the  time  with  his  sons.  Mrs. 
Ellsworth  died  July  20,  1898,  and  was  buried 
in  Portland.  Their  children  were  as  follows  : 
Herbert  E.,  born  November  30,  1853,  is  a 
carpenter  and  contractor  at  Portland;  Henry 
W.,  born  July  30,  1855,  is  a tinner  at  Port- 
land; Edward  Everett,  born  May  23,  1857,  is 
mentioned  below;  Frank  M.,  born  January  15, 
1863,  died  in  1869;  and  Ernest  W.,  born 
May  2,  1869,  is  a joiner  and  builder  in  Mam- 
aroneck,  N.  Y.  Edgar  Lord  Ellsworth  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  acted  with  the  party  since 
its  formation.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Church  where  he  has  filled  many  important  and 
responsible  positions,  never  having  seen  a time 
when  he  was  too  busy  to  help  in  the  work  of 
the  Church.  He  is  to-day  a highly  respected 
citizen  of  Portland,  and  is  very  active  for  his 
years. 

Edward  Everett  Ellsworth,  whose  career 
is  the  subject  of  this  historical  sketch,  was  born 
May  23,  1857,  on  the  old  farm  in  East  Wind- 
sor, that  had  been  the  home  of  his1  ancestors 
for  many  generations.  He  attended  the  neigh- 
boring school,  and  the  high  schools  at  Broad 
Brook  and  Rockville.  When  he  was  seventeen 
his  parents  moved  to  Portland,  where  he  at- 
tended school,  and  he  completed  the  course  at 
the  Middletown  high  school.  He  then  entered 
the  store  of  his  uncle,  O.  C.  Buckland,  to  learn 
the  business  in  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years, 
which  was  quite  a customary  time  in  those 
days.  He  grew;  up  with  the  business,  and 
while  he  was  a young  man  spent  several  years 
on  the  road.  He  afterward  became  manager 
of  the  store,  and  on  the  death  of  that  gentle- 
man bought  the  establishment  and  conducted  it 
for  himself.  In  1888  the  building  he  was  oc- 
cupying for  his  business  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
but  was  rebuilt  soon  after,  and  is  now  man- 
aged by  Walter  E.  Clarke,  the  brother-in-law 
of  Mr.  Ellsworth.  Some  years  ago  Mr. 
Ellsworth  bought  the  old  Carlos  Hale  stand 
in  Middletown,  and  has  since  largely  devoted’ 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  Middletown  side 
of  the  river.  At  both  stores  is  carried  a full 
and  complete  line  of  hardware,  glass,  crock- 
ery, wooden  ware,  kitchen  furniture,  and  ev- 
erything pertaining  to  plumbing,  tinning, 
steam  and  water  heating.  He  makes  a spe- 
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cialty  of  all  kinds  of  iron,  lead  and  sewer  pipes. 
Socially  he  is  a charter  member  of  both  Mid- 
dlesex Lodge,  No.  33,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  of 
Portland  lodge,  No.  35,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

On  March  3,  1886,  Mr.  Ellsworth  wedded 
Hattie  L.  Clarke,  who  was  born  in  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  April  5,  1864,  daughter  of  Dan- 
iel and-  Susan  (Goff)  Clarke.  Daniel  Clarke 
was  a son  of  Alvin,  and  a grandson  of  Joseph, 
Clarke,  and  he  died  in  Higganum;  his  wife 
still  lives.  The  Clarke  family  is  one  of  the 
old  and  influential  families  of  the  State.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellsworth  have  been  born  these 
children : Caroline  Hattie,  November  29, 

1886;  Louisa  McClure,  November  16,  1891; 
Edith  Leora,  December  28,  1893;  and  Lathrop 
E.,  June  28,  1899.  Mrs.  Ellsworth  is  a Meth- 
odist, and  is  a lady  of  high  standing  in  the 
community.  Politically,  Mr.  Ellsworth  is  a 
Republican,  and  an  enlightened  and  progres- 
sive, public-spirited  citizen.  He  is  a straight- 
forward business  man,  and  his  close  attention 
to  his  complicated  business  interests  is  very 
largely  the  cause  of  the  great  success  he  has 
achieved  in  his  business  career. 

THOMAS  L.  PARKER,  druggist  and 
postmaster  of  Deep  River.  Conn.,  is  one  of 
the  leading  business  men  of  that  city,  and  one 
noted  for  his  public  spirit.  He  was  born  in 
East  Haddam,  Conn.,  April  16,  1856,  a son  of 
O.  H.  and  Maria  M.  (Ayer)  Parker. 

Mr.  Parker  is  a descendant  in  the  seventh 
generation  from  William  Parker,  a proprietor 
of  Hartford,  and  Margery,  his  wife,  who  in 
1645,  immediately  after  the  Fenwick  session, 
removed  to  Saybrook. 

Capt.  John  Parker,  great-grandfather  of 
Thomas  L.,  was  horn  February  14,  1732,  in 
that  part  of  ancient  Saybrook,  now  constitut- 
ing the  town  of  Essex.  lie  removed  to  Fast 
Haddam  about  1760.  As  a soldier  of  the  Rev- 
olution, his  name  occurs  on  the  roll  of  the 
military  company  from  TTadlyme,  one  of  the 
battles  in  which  he  participated  being  the  fa- 
mous one  of  White  Plains,  New  York.  On 
March  2t,  1760,  he  married  Sarah  Fuller, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Ephraim  and  Sarah  (Reck 
with)  Fuller  of  that  town.  Sarah  (Fuller! 
Parker  was  descended  from  six  passengers  in 
the  “Mayflower.”  Capt.  John  Parkei  died  July 
26.  1806.  His  wife  Sarah  Fuller  survived 
him,  and  died  in  March.  181  p I < > this  brave 


soldier  and  his  good  wife  were  born:  Sarah. 

Lucy,  John,  Sally,  Lilias,  Richard,  Elial.  Polly 
and  Lemuel. 

Elial  Parker,  grandfather  of  Thomas  L., 
was  born  in  East  Haddam  in  1 777.  and  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  also  bought  horses 
for  the  West  India  trade.  In  1818  or  1819, 
he  purchased  land  in  East  Haddam,  where  his 
son  Ozias  H.  Parker  now  lives,  and  cmifined 
himself  to  farming  exclusively.  He  married 
Acenitha  Peck,  by  whom  he  had  two  children  : 
John  and  Acenitha.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  he  married  Prudence  Avery,  who 
was  descended  from  Capt.  Tames  Avery; 
Thomas  Stanton,  Thomas  Lord.  Robert 
Parke,  John  Elderkin,  William  Fowler,  Ed- 
ward Tapp.  Richard  Bushnell.  John  Drake. 
Thomas  Leffingwell.  and  other  early  settlers  of 
the  Connecticut  and  New  Haven  Colonies. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Prudence  (Avery)  Parker, 
and  several  brothers,  were  in  the  Groton  mas- 
sacre, he  surviving.  By  his  second  marriage 
Elial  Parker  became  the  father  of  three  chil- 
dren : Avery;  Elial;  and  Ozias  Holmes,  fa- 

ther of  our  subiect. 

Ozias  PI.  Parker,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  ltorn  in  East  Haddam.  Conn..  March 
13.  1823,  in  the  home  wh<  >w  resides. 

He  attended  the  public  school  taught  hv  Charles 
W.  Broadley.  who  became  Seeretarv  of  State 
for  Connecticut.  He  began  his  life  work 
when  but  sixteen,  and  now  owns  400  acres 
of  land  in  the  vicinity,  including  the  "Id  h< >me- 
stead.  Early  in  life,  he  engaged  quite  exten- 
sively in  providing  railroad  ties  and  other  sup- 
plies.  but  now  devotes  bis  attention  entirelv  to 
farming.  Tn  politics,  he  was  originallv  a 
Whig,  but  later  became  a Republican,  and  rep- 
resented the  town  of  East  Haddam  in  the  Leg- 
islature in  1851,  185.1.  18;-  and  tS — . serving 
on  the  committees  on  \griculturc.  New 
Towns.  Probate  Districts,  Buildings  and  State 
Prisons.  In  the  town  of  East  Haddam,  lie 
lias  held  many  offices  of  trust.  including  select- 
man for  twelve  years,  member  of  the  board  - >f 
education,  and  auditor,  in  cvcrv  instance  giv- 
ing unbounded  satisfaction,  lie  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace,  but  never  qualified.  Since 
1854,  he  has  been  a member  "t  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Socially  he  has  been  for  a 
number  of  vears  a member  of  the  Grange 

(")n  March  28.  1840.  Mr  Parker  married  in 
East  Haddam.  Maria  M \yer.  \\h"  was  horn 
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May  28,  1829,  a daughter  of  Hubert  and  Su- 
sanna (Lyon)  Ayer,  the  latter  being  a daugh- 
ter of  Josiah  and  Mercy  (Andrews)  Lyon. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  were  born:  Fran- 

cis Hubert,  Henry  Clay,  Lucy  Maria,  Thomas 
Lyon  and  Sarah  Louise.  Josiah  Lyon,  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Maria  M.  (Ayer)  Parker,  was 
a soldier  of  the  Revolution.  Through  him 
and  Mercy  Andrews,  his  wife,  Thomas  L. 
Parker  is  descended  from  William  Lyon  of 
Roxbury,  John  Hastings  of  Braintree,  Rich- 
ard Humphrey  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  as  well 
as  from  Wiliam  Andrews,  John  Kirby,  Will- 
iam Comstock,  John  Stebbins  and  many  other 
early  Connecticut  settlers. 

Thomas  Lyon  Parker  grew  to  manhood  in 
East  Haddam,  and  attended  the  Town  Hill 
District  School  No.  6,  and  also  a private 
school.  Later  he  took  a course  at  Eastman’s 
Business  College  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  com- 
pleting same  in  1876,  after  which  he  secured 
a position  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  as  clerk  and 
bookkeeper,  from  whence  he  went  to  New 
York  City  in  the  same  capacity,  remaining  two 
years.  In  1883,  Mr.  Parker  purchased  the 
drug  business  which  he  now1  conducts,  and 
which  his  business  like  methods  and  strict  in- 
tegrity have  built  up  to  its  present  proportions. 

On  October  2,  1884,  Mr.  Parker  was  mar- 
ried to  Eva  M.  Bidwell,  daughter  of  Dr.  Ed- 
win Bid  well,  the  oldest  resident  physician  of 
Deep  River.  To  this  union  were  born:  Ed- 
win Bidwell,  Richard  Avery,  Clare,  Katherine 
Lee  and  Margaret.  In  politics,  Mr.  Parker  is 
a Republican,  and  represented  the  town  of  Say- 
brook  in  the  General  Assembly  of  1895,  where 
he  acted  as  clerk  on  the  Appropriation  com- 
mittee. Lie  is  a member  of  the  school  board  and 
up  to  within  two  years  was  its  chairman,  and 
he  also  visits  the  schools  extensively.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1899,  Mr.  Parker  was  appointed  post- 
master at  Deep  River,  assuming  official  charge 
on  April  1st,  and  his  management  has  given 
the  most  entire  satisfaction.  For  the  past  fif- 
teen or  sixteen  years,  he  has  been  a member 
of  Webb  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Deep  River,  and 
he  is  very  popular  in  this  fraternitv.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  attend  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  are  active  in  its  works,  as  well  as 
liberal  in  its  support.  Genial,  intelligent, 
richly  endowed  by  nature,  Mr.  Parker  is  emi- 
nently qualified  to  hold  the  position  bestowed 
upon  him  by  the  administration,  and  his  suc- 
cess is  well  merited. 


WILLIAM  HALL  STEVENS,  a well- 
known  mechanic  of  Middletown,  is  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
where  his  devotion,  loyal  spirit  and  zeal  for 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  have  given  him  much 
influence.  His  ancestral  history  may  be  found 
fully  narrated  in  the  biography  of  his  brother, 
George  W.  Stevens,  tO'  which  the  reader  is  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  born  December  6,  1847, 
in  the  village  of  Zoar,  in  the  town  of  Middle- 
town,  and  his  early  education  was  largely  had 
in  the  ‘‘Old  Stone  School,”  in  Long  Hill.  For 
four  winters  he  attended  a private  school  kept 
by  Daniel  H.  Chase,  near  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Grand  streets,  Middletown.  This  was  an 
excellent  school,  and  has  furnished  from 
among  its  scholars  many  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  of  Middlesex  county.  Some  of  these 
have  risen  to  a foremost  place  in  the  many  lines 
of  enterprise  which  they  have  followed. 

After  leaving  school  Mr.  Stevens  began 
working  in  his  father's  repair  and  wagon  shop 
in  Long  Hill,  and  there  he  displayed  that  me- 
chanical skill  which,  while  it  was  largely  an 
inheritance  from  his  father,  has  been  increased 
and  modified  by  characteristics  peculiarly  his 
own.  The  senior  Stevens  did  a large  amount 
of  work  as  a carpenter,  in  which  his  son  also 
assisted,  and  they  worked  together  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  He  remained  on  the  homestead 
and  cared  for  his  parents  until  their  death. 
Mr.  Stevens  built  heavy  ox-carts  as  long  as 
they  were  in  demand,  and  when  they  gave  way 
to  lighter  ones,  he  worked  at  the  trade  of  car- 
pentering until  his  services  as  a wheelwright 
were  sought  by  the  Schuyler  Electric  Company. 
This  institution  had  just  moved  to  Middletown 
from  Hartford,  and  the  work  of  installation 
demanded  expert  machinists.  He  was  in  the 
employment  of  that  concern  six  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  it  was  consolidated  with 
the  General  Electric  Company,  and  moved  to 
Lynn,  Mass.  And  about  this  time  the  Omo 
Manufacturing  Company  of  Middletown  be- 
gan business,  and  secured  the  services  of  Mr. 
Stevens  as  its  mechanical  foreman.  He  had 
the  oversight  of  the  repair  work  of  the  estab- 
lishment, and  was  foreman  of  the  mechanical 
department.  From  August,  1895,  to  January 
i,  1900,  Mr.  Stevens  worked  as  a carpenter, 
and  his  last  important  work  in  'wood  was  the 
making  of  frames  for  the  government  at  Wes- 
leyan University  in  connection  with  a govern- 
ment exhibit  at  the  Paris  exhibition. 
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Mr.  Stevens  was  married  in  Middletown 
to  Miss  Jennie  Ronald,  a daughter  of  A.  Wal- 
ter and  Elizabeth  (Hamilton)  Ronald.  [See 
sketch  of  E.  Irving  Bell,  who  married  a sister 
of  Mrs.  Stevens.]  Two  children  blessed  this 
union:  (i)  Elihu  was  educated  in  the  public 

schools,  and  was  employed  when  a young  man 
in  Philadelphia  for  a time,  and  was  then  made 
shipping  clerk  for  the  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Com- 
pany, at  Berlin,  Conn.  He  has  fine  mechan- 
ical ability,  and  from  his  own  wages  saved 
enough  to  pay  his  way  through  the  Yale  sci- 
entific school,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1900,  since  which  time  he  has  been  connected 
with  the  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Company,  as 
draftsman.  He  is  a bright  and  capable  young 
man  and  his  future  seems  assured.  (2)  Grace 
B.,  a lovelv  girl,  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years, 
and  her  loss  was  deeply  felt.  Politically  Mr. 
Stevens  is  a Republican,  and  socially  belongs  to 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is  a working  member 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  where  he  serves 
as  trustee  and  treasurer.  His  family  also  be- 
long to  this  church,  and  are  counted  among  the 
best  people  of  the  city.  A good  Christian  gen- 
tleman, Mr.  Stevens  is  a man  of  kind  heai  t, 
and  is  universally  respected. 

WILBUR  LEACH  DAVIS  is  one  of  the 
best  known  stock  dealers  in  the  town  of  Dui- 
ham,  Middlesex  county,  having  a wide  busi- 
ness acquaintance  throughout  the  State,  and, 
though  yet  a young  man,  he  has  attained  an 
unusual  degree  of  success,  conducting  a dairy 
business  in  connection  with  farming. 

Mr.  Davis  is  the  representative  of  an  old 
Connecticut  family  of  Welsh  extraction,  lie 
is  of  the  seventh  generation  from  Solomon 
Davis,  supposed  to  be  the  first  of  the  iamil\ 
located  in  the  town  of  Killingworth,  Middle- 
sex county,  and  it  is  supposed  he  came  inline 
diatelj  from  Guilford.  He  married  Sarah 
Id  ay  ton  December  28,  i7°9’  an<l  ^ie'r  1 ' ' ’ * ‘ ' 1 ' 11 
were  as  follows:  (1)  Sarah,  born  April  15. 

1712;  (2)  Plan  nab,  born  September  23,  1 7 f 1 • 
(3)  Martha,  born  August  27,  1718;  ( 4 ) Sol 
onion,  born  March  14,  1720;  (5)  I’etei,  bom 
May  2,  1722;  (6)  Hay  ton,  born  Fchruarv  20, 
1725;  and  (7)  Samuel,  born  Januar>  24, 
1728-29. 

(II)  Samuel  Davis,  of  the  above  lamilv. 
his  wife,  Jemima,  had  six  children  as  follows 
( 1 ) Elizabeth,  b<  >rn  Februai  > 22  1 , >3  ' ' 1 


Peter,  born  March  15,  1755;  (3)  Solomon, 
born  February  11,  1757;  (4)  Samuel,  born 
July  17,  1759,  and  (5)  Lemuel. 

(Ill)  Lemuel  Davis  (son  of  Samuel)  and 
his  wife,  Jemima,  had  six  children  a>  fi  >11  ws : 
(1)  Peter,  born  June  5,  1783.  who  died  April 
16,  1785;  (2)  Peter  (2),  born  October  4, 
1786;  (3)  Melinda,  born  July  18,  1788;  - 41 
Elam,  born  March  8,  1790,  who  died  Decem- 
ber 8,  1790;  (5)  Roxiana,  born  March  15, 
1792;  and  (6)  Jemima,  born  November  4, 

I 1794.  The  father  of  this  family  and  his  an- 
cestors mentioned  were  all  farmers. 

(IV1)  Peter  Davis,  the  great-grandfather 
| of  our  subject  was  a farmer  on  Pea  Hill,  Kil- 
! lingworth,  where  he  died  in  1S37.  lie  mar- 
1 ried  Polly  Kelsey,  and  they  had  the  follow  ing 
children:  (1)  Alvin,  a farmer,  who  married 

Julia  Wright,  and  lived  in  North  Killingworth; 

I (2)  Watson,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject; 

(3)  George  X.,  who  married  Matilda  Davis, 

! and  was  a farmer  in  North  Killingworth:  14) 

! Nelson;  (5)  Lewis  T.,  who  married  Sarah 
Burr  (they  were  parents  of  Richard.  Henry 
and  Julius  Davis) ; (6)  Falcott ; and  (7)  Cyn- 
thia, wh>>  married  Morgan  Davis,  a brother  of 
Matilda  Davis. 

(V)  Watson  Davis,  the  grandfather  of 
Wilbur  L.,  was  born  July  24.  1S09,  in  North 
Killingw  orth.  1 le  attended  the  district  sclu  x >1. 
and  also  a higher  school  in  New  Haven.  He 
remained  on  the  home  farm  for  a time,  then 
became  equal  owner  with  Capt.  Harry  Critten- 
den of  a sloop  engaged  in  freight  traffic  to  m 
Madison  and  Guilford,  Conn.,  to  New  N rk. 
the  cargoes  dow  n consisting  of  farm  products, 
timber,  etc.  A few  years  later  he  purchased 
the  farm,  lately  owned  by  Rev.  William  11. 
II.  Murray,  in  the  eastern  jart  of  Guilford, 
and  there  resided  for  a few  years,  subsequently 
returning  to  the  home  farm,  then  owned  and 
o|>erated  by  his  brothers.  Lewis  T.  and  George 
N.  Purchasing  the  interest  of  Lewis,  he  and 
his  brother  George  then  operated  and  con- 
ducted the  homestead  place.  1 hey  were  ex- 
tensive farmers  for  that  time,  and  dealt  quite 
heavily  in  cattle  (oxen),  selling  the  vamc  in 
New  York  and  Westchester  countv,  N Y.  Fi* 
nally,  disposing  of  his  interest  in  the  home 
farm  to  his  brother.  George,  and  'till  owning 
other  land  in  the  town.  Mr.  Davis,  in  1S41  or 
1842.  came  to  Durham,  and  purchased  from 
Zebulon  Hale,  his  father-in-law.  a halt  inter- 
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est  in  the  present  home  of  his  son,  George 
Hale  Davis,  the  father  of  our  subject.  The 
house  is  still  standing  on  the  Green  in  Dur- 
ham Center.  It  was  built  and  formerly  occu- 
pied by  Rev.  Elizur  Goodrich,  and  is  one  of 
the  interesting  and  historic  houses  of  Durham. 
Watson  Davis  then  engaged  in  farming  and 
the  lumber  business  with  his  father-in-law, 
Zebulon  Hale,  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  He 
died  in  Hartford,  while  visiting,  October  26, 
1887.  He  was  a prominent  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  In  early  life  a Democrat, 
he  became  a member  of  the  Know-Nothing 
party,  when  that  organization  sprang  into-  ex- 
istence, and  was  later  a Whig  and  Republi- 
can, successively.  He  was  a representaive, 
from  Durham,  sent  by  the  Democratic  party, 
and,  in  1858,  was  sent  to  the  Legislature  by 
the  Whigs.  In  1855  he  was  county  commis- 
sioner, his  commission,  signed  by  Gov.  William 
T.  Minor,  being  now  in  the  possession  of  his 
son,  George  Hale.  He  also  served  for  years 
as  a member  of  the  State  militia. 

Watson  Davis  married  Olive  C.  Hale,  who 
was  born  April  4,  1817,  in  Madison,  Conn., 
daughter  of  Zebulon  and  Clarissa  (Scranton) 
Hale.  Zebulon  Hale  was  born  in  November, 
1795,  and  died  May  5,  1874.  He  was  a well- 
known  and  prominent  citizen  of  Durham,  hold- 
ing many  offices,  and  serving  many  terms  in 
the  State  Legislature.  His  wife,  Clarissa, 
was  born  in  May,  1793,  and  died  December 
15,  i860.  The  '"-operty  of  Zebulon  Hale  in 
Durham,  descended  to  his  two  daughters,  Olive 
C.  and  Rachel  D.  The  latter,  born  July  24, 
1819,  was  married  three  times,  first  to  Heman 
C.  Stone,  by  whom  she  had  one  child,  Louise, 
born  June  25,  1841,  who  died  July  22,  1862; 
her  second  husband  was  Wed  worth  Wads- 
worth, a prominent  citizen  of  Durham ; her 
third  was  Leonidas  Maynard.  She  died  Jan- 
uary 27,  1894. 

To  Watson  and  Olive  C.  (Hale)  Davis 
were  born  four  children  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Zeb- 

ulon W.,  born  January  16,  1832,  married  Eliza 
H.  Beecher,  born  April  28,  1833.  He  was  a 
college  graduate  and  was  a professor  and 
school  teacher  in  earlier  life,  then  engaged  in 
shoemaking  in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  where  he 
died  February  11,  1859.  (2)  George  H.  is 

the  father  of  our  subject.  (3)  Cynthia,  born 
August  16,  1842,  died  July  9,  i860.  (4) 


Pauline  L.,  born  October  16,  1852,  married 
Elisha  Ryder,  born  March  25,  1849,  who  is 
manager  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company’s  offices  in  Hartford. 

(VI)  George  Hale  Davis,  the  father  of 
Wilbur  L.,  was  born  December  1,  1838,  in 
Guilford,  Conn.,  and,  when  quite  young,  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Durham.  He  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  at  Dur- 
ham Academy,  his  first  teacher  there  was  Al- 
pheus  Tibballs,  and  later,  he  was  under  the  in- 
struction of  Nathan  Parsons  and  Miss  Julia 
Barnes.  He  also  attended  two  seasons  at  an 
academy  in  Cliarlotteville,  Schoharie  Co.,  N. 
Y.  Returning  home,  for  a few,  years  he  as- 
sisted his  father  on  the  farm,  and  then  began 
a career  for  himself  as  a peddler,  selling  tin 
and  glass  ware  throughout  Connecticut,  driv- 
ing a team.  Being  quite  successful,  he  fol- 
lowed that  business  for  about  four  years,  mak- 
ing New  Haven  his  headquarters.  I11  1858 
he  was  taken  sick,  and  was  an  invalid  for  a 
year.  Remaining  at  home  until  June,  1861, 
lie  purchased  the  interest  of  his  grandfather, 
Zebulon  Hale,  in  a general  store  at  Durham 
Center,  and,  in  company  with  F.  J.  Coe,  con- 
tinued business  under  the  firm  name  of  Davis 
& Coe.  Two  years  later  Mr.  Davis  bought 
out  Mr.  Coe,  and  conducted  the  business  alone 
until  1870,  when  he  sold  it  to  Ailing  Bros. 
About  two  years  later  Mr.  Davis  and  Henry 
Davis  bought  out  the  Allings,  and  for  three 
years  carried  on  the  business  under  the  name  of 
Henry  Davis  & Co.  Disposing  of  his  interests  to 
his  partner,  George  Hale  Davis  then  bought 
the  half  interest  of  L.  M.  Leach,  in  the  store 
oif  L.  M.  & O.  Leach,  in  Durham,  and  contin- 
ued in  business  with  Oscar  Leach  for  a few 
months,  later  reselling  his  interest  to  L.  M. 
Leach,  and  engaging  extensively  in  cattle  deal- 
ing. He  still  buys  and  sells  stock  to  a limited 
extent,  residing  at  Durham  Center. 

On  November  2,  1863,  Mr.  Davis  married, 
for  his  first  wife,  Ella  M.  Leach,  a native  of 
Durham,  who  was  born  November  29,  1844, 
daughter  of  L.  Marsden  and  Lydia  (Thayer) 
Leach.  Two  children  came  to  them : Wil- 

bur Leach  Davis,  who  is  mentioned  below ; 
and  E.  Lafayette,  born  April  11,  1870,  who 
died  in  1877.  For  his  second  wife  George 
Hale  Davis  married,  September  2,  1886,  Mrs. 
Maria  A.  Hubbard  (widow  of  Eli  Hubbard), 
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born  October  14,  1847,  in  Durham,  daughter 
of  Lyman  C.  and  Jane  E.  (Campfield)  Rob- 
inson. Mr.  Davis  is  a Republican,  has  been 
first  selectman  one  term,  and  has  served  on 
the  board  for  several  terms. 

Wilbur  Leach  Davis  was  born  February 
28,  1865,  in  the  house  now  occupied  by  his  fa- 
ther, on  the  East  side  of  the  Green,  at  Durham 
Center.  He  attended  the  district  schools, 
Durham  Academy,  a private  school  conducted 
by  Miss  Mary  Jane  Camp  at  her  home  in  Dur- 
ham, and  the  Morgan  school,  at  Clinton,  Conn., 
for  one  year.  Returning  to  Durham,  Mr. 
Davis  began  buying  and  selling  stock  in  com- 
pany with  his  father.  In  1885-86  he  was  em- 
ployed in  Hartford  as  clerk  in  the  grocery  store 
of  I.  M.  Wilcox,  corner  of  Main  and  Trum- 
bull streets.  He  was  then  employed  by  his  fa- 
ther for  several  years,  buying  and  selling  cat- 
tle throughout  Connecticut,  and  in  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts  and  Vermont, 
bringing  the  stock  to  Durham,  where  he  dis- 
posed of  same.  Lie  remained  with  his  father 
until  1893,  when  he  purchased  and  moved  to 
his  present  farm  known  as  the  “Stone  Farm,” 
and  is  now  extensively  engaged  in  farming, 
buying  and  selling  stock,  anti  in  dairying,  ship- 
ping the  milk  to  New  Haven.  Lie  deals  quite 
extensively  in  cattle,  and,  being  a splendid 
judge  of  stock,  has  been  quite  successful.  Mr. 
Davis  conducts  his  large  farm  in  an  up-to-date 
manner,  and  is  a prominent  agriculturist. 
Many  improvements  have  been  made  on  the 
place  during  his  ownership. 

In  1887  Mr.  Davis  was  married  to  Lavinia 
Page,  who  was  born  June  25,  1862.  in  Dur- 
ham, daughter  of  Henry  and  Phebe  L.  (Coe) 
Page,  and  to  them  have  been  two  children, 
namely:  Roger  W.,  born  May  6,  1888:  and 

Myra  M.,  born  May  20,  1890.  Mrs.  Davis 
is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  In  politics 
Mr.  Davis  is  a Republican,  lie  served  a-  as- 
sessor four  years,  and  has  been  registrar  ot 
voters  for  ten  years.  In  1899  he  was  elected  1 
the  Legislature,  and  served  on  the  committee 
on  Public  Health.  Fraternally  he  is  a mem  er 
of  Coginchaug  Council,  No.  (>2,  O.  L\  V M.. 
of  Durham.  In  manner  lie  is  courteous,  and 
wins  friends  easily  and  rapidly;  lie  is  enci 
getic  and  enterprising,  and  these  traits,  o m 
billed  with  his  admirable  business  sense,  ha  t 
placed  him  among  the  foremost  men  and  im  ' 
prominent  citizens  of  Durham. 


WILLIAM  G.  La  PLACE  is  one  of  the 
energetic  and  prospering  young  business  men 
of  Deep  River,  Conn.  The  familv  from  which 
he  springs  is  of  French  origin,  the  forefather 
in  America  having  settled  on  Lonp-  Island,  d he 
records  tell  of  the  residence  of  the  great-great- 
grandfather at  his  large  estate  at  Mattatuck, 
L.  I.,  and  of  his  death  there,  from  smallpox, 
which  disease  he  had  contracted  while  con- 
fined as  a prisoner  on  a ship  in  New  York 
harbor,  having  been  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army,  and  suffered  capture  bv  the  Brit- 
ish after  the  battle  of  Long  Island. 

Jonathan  La  Place,  great-grandfather  of 
William  G.,  was  born  at  Southold,  L.  I.,  and 
learned  the  trades  of  tanner  and  shoemaker. 
Removing  to  Connecticut  while  still  a young 
j man,  he  fixated  at  Joshuatown,  in  the  town  of 
Lyme,  where  he  engaged  in  the  trade  of  ship 
carpenter,  becoming  foreman  of  the  large 
yards  there;  lie  was  also  at  Hamburg.  Essex 
and  East  Haddam.  The  later  vears  of  his  life 
i wer  spent  in.  the  sawmill  business  at  Joshua- 
town, and  lie  left  a competency,  dying  at  the 
age  of  seventv-one.  He  was  married  in  Josh- 
uatown, to  Caroline,  daughter  of  John  Brock- 
way, and  one  son,  Francis,  came  to  this  union. 

Francis  La  Place,  grandfather  of  William 
G.,  was  born  in  Joshuatown  in  1790.  He  be- 
came associated  with  his.  father  in  business, 
and  after  marriage  came  into  possession  of  a 
small  farm  in  Joshuatown.  where  he  remained, 
pursuing  agricultural  activities  f<>r  the  remain- 
der of  his  life,  llis  death  occuried  in  July. 
1863.  Although  he  never  accepted  office,  lie 
i was  a stanch  Democrat  all  his  life.  He  mar- 
ried Abbie  Wood,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliz- 
abeth  (Williams)  Wood,  and  die  lived  to  be 
eighty  years  old.  I lie  children  of  this  union 
were:  Jonathan,  born  in  1812.  first  married 

Czarina  Cobb,  and  second  Mrs.  Sarah  War 
ner.  widow  of  Jefferson  Warner;  John  fi  , 
born  in  1813,  married  Cecilia  |.  Davis,  and 
lives  in  Hadlvme;  Pimotliv,  horn  in  i8k>. 
married  Emcline  Gardner,  and  lived  and  died 
in  Essex ; Robert  Henry.  l*>rn  in  1821,  mar- 
ried Xancv  1 2iv,  and  resided  in  Joshuatown, 
dying  in  June.  n>02;  Elizabeth,  l»oni  in  1820. 
married  Richard  II  linger  ford:  Roswell,  lorn 
iu  1827,  married  Matilda  Warner  (who  is  de 
ceased),  and  lives  in  Hartford;  Gilliert  E.  is 
mentioned  below. 

Gilbert  R.  Ha  Place,  the  father  of  William 
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G.,  was  born  April  9,  1831,  in  Joshuatown, 
town  of  Lyme,  and  there  attended  the  district 
schools.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  finished 
his  schooling,  and  when  twenty  years  old  en- 
tered the  shipyards  at  Deep  River,  owned  by 
Eli  Dennison,  where  his  occupation  was  that 
of  ship  carpenter.  For  fifteen  years,  Mr.  La- 
Place  continued  in  this  line,  the  last  five  years 
as  foreman  for  Mr.  Dennison,  and  he  went  to 
the  yards  in  East  Haddam,  where  he  assisted 
in  the  building  of  the  gunboat,  “Kanawha,” 
the  only  one  of  the  kind  ever  built  on  the  Con- 
necticut river.  When  this  great  vessel-  was 
sent  to  Bridgeport  to  have  her  machinery 
placed  his  work  was  required  there.  Shortly 
after  this  he  entered  the  employ  of  Pratt,  Read 
& Co.,  at  Deep  River,  where  he  was  employed 
in  the  finishing  room.  For  twenty-three  years 
Mr.  La  Place  was  one  of  their  faithful  em- 
ployes, leaving  there  in  1892  to  engage  in 
farming.  Mr.  La  Place’s  farm  was  formerly 
the  property  of  Mrs.  Dorcas  Lord,  in  Deep 
River,  from  whose  heirs  he  purchased  it.  Pie 
was  married  October  18,  i860,  to  Emma  U. 
Lord,  who  was  born  in  1837,  in  Deep  River, 
daughter  of  William  R.  and  Cynthia  (South- 
worth)  Lord. 

Mrs.  La  Place  is  a lineal  descendant  of 
Thomas  Lord,  the  emigrant  ancestor  who 
settled  in  Hartford.  She  was  educated  at  the 
district  schools  in  Deep  River  and  a select  pri- 
vate school  kept  by  Rev.  Frederick  Chapman, 
Congregational  minister,  at  Deen  River.  Her 
grandparents,  Israel  and  Hannah  Southworth, 
had  children : Israel,  Asa,  Hannah,  Cynthia 

(mother  of  Mrs.  La  Place,  born  December  19, 
1803),  Prudence,  Amanda,  Harry,  Gideon, 
Levi,  Eunice,  and  Rebecca,  all  born  between 
1797  and  1819. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  R.  La  Place  were 
born  the  following  children  : ( 1 ) William  G., 

our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below. 
(2)  Edgar  R.,  born  May  30,  1868,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  and  high  school  at 
Deep  River.  Locating  for  part  of  a year  in 
Florida,  he  returned  to  Deep  River,  and  was 
in  the  employ  of  Thomas  Parker,  druggist, 
for  two  years.  He  attended  the  College  of 
Pharmacy,  New  York,  and  the  Philadelphia 
College  of  Pharmacy,  Philadelphia,  graduating 
from  the  latter  institution  in  1891.  For  one 
year  he  was  engaged  as  apothecary  in  the 
Roosevelt  Hospital,  New  York  City,  and  then 


became  manager  for  one  year  of  the  drug  store  I 
of  W.  B.  Moore  in  New  London,  Conn.  Fol- 
lowing this  he  bought  a drug  store  at  Salis- 
bury, Conn.,  where  he  continued  business  for 
four  years,  after  which  he  established  a drug 
business  at  Lakeville,  Conn.,  conducting  same 
for  five  years.  Disposing  of  this  he  returned  l. 

to  Deep  River,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  i 

manufacture  of  flavoring  extracts.  On  July 
28,  1893,  he  married  Sarah  Champion,  of 
New  London,  daughter  of  Alonzo-  and  Mary 
(Cook)  Champion,  and  they  have  one  child,  ' 
Barbara,  born  November  12,  1900.  (3) 

Fannie  Harding,  born  December  5,  1870,  was 
married  in  1894  to-  Herbert  Mather,  now  a suc- 
cessful merchant  at  Deep  River.  She  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  district  schools  and  the  Deep 
River  high  school,  and  subsequently  taught 
school  in  Winthrop  and  Deep  River.  Mr.  and  1 

Mrs.  Mather  have  had  one  child,  Emma  La-  ; 

Place,  born  February  8,  1898.  (4)  Harold 

O.,  born  July  27,  1876,  died  October  28,  1880.  ! 

The  death  of  this  bright  and  interesting  boy  j 
was  the  result  of  an  injury  he  received  while  at 
play  in  school,  his  death  occurring  three  weeks  f 
later. 

William  G.  La  Place  was  born  December  3,  ! 

1862,  in  Deep  River,  and  his  education  was  m 
limited  to  that  obtainable  in  the  district  schools.  * 
As  soon  as  of  proper  age  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Pratt,  Read  & Co.,  Deep  River,  and  for  H 
fifteen  years  remained  in  their  factory,  during  I 
the  latter  part  of  his  service  there  as  foreman  j 
in  the  key  sawing  department.  Mr.  La  Place 
grew  tired  of  his  connection  with  the  factory,  j 
and  being  of  an  enterprising  spirit  looked 
about  for  a good  opening  in  some  other  line,  1 

finding  it  in  the  furniture  business  and  in  un-  ! 

dertaking.  He  left  the  factory  in  1897,  in  [ 
which  year,  in  order  to  prepare  himself  thor- 
oughly'for  undertaking,  he  went  to  New  York  f 
and  took  a course  in  the  United  States  School  1 ; 
of  Embalming,  graduating  and  receiving  his 
diploma  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  Re- 
turning- he  located  in  a commodious  room  in 
the  town  hall  for  a short  time,  in  1898  pur- 
chasing his  present  location,  and  he  has  stead- 
ily and  carefully  pursued  this  line  ever  since, 
being  one  of  the  most  reliable  business  citizens 
of  the  place. 

Mr.  La  Place  was  first  married  to-  Minnie 
L.  Starkey,  who  was  born  in  1862,  in  Deep  j 
River,  a daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Alecta 
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(Hayden)  Starkey,  and  died  in  March,  1894, 
leaving  one  child,  Simon  R.,  born  August  24, 
1884.  Mr.  La  Place’s  second  marriage  on 
June  24,  1896,  was  to  Ena  Hanchett,  a native 
of  Westfield,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Lewis  J.  and 
Josephine  (Fowler)  Hanchett.  To  this  union 
has  come  one  daughter,  Edna  Ursula,  born 
August  31,  1901. 

Socially,  Mr.  La  Place  is  a member  of 
Trinity  Lodge,  No.  43,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Deep 
River;  Burning  Bush  Chapter,  No.  29,  of  Es- 
sex; Cyrene  Commandery,  K.  T.,  of  Middle- 
town;  Webb  Lodge,  No.  81,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Deep  River;  and  Good  Intent  Encampment, 
No.  25,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Deep  River,  of  which 
he  is  past  chief.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Society  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  in  all  of  these  organizations  is 
highly  esteemed. 

JOHN  M.  GARDNER,  of  Middletown, 
conducts  the  most  extensive  and  representative 
bicycle  agency  in  Middlesex  county.  He  also 
does  skillful  repairing,  and  has  built  up  a very 
extensive  and  remunerative  business,  having 
a naturally  gifted  mechanical  mind,  and  being 
a man  of  boundless  push  and  energy. 

Mr.  Gardner  belongs  to  the  old  Gardner 
family  founded  by  Lyon  Gardiner,  after  whom 
Gardiner’s  Island  is  named.  Edward  Colston 
Gardner,  his  paternal  great-grandfather,  lived 
in  Providence,  was  a sailor,  and  commanded 
several  vessels.  For  several  generations  mem- 
bers of  the  family  followed  the  water. 

Capt.  Edward  Colston  Gardner,  son  of  Ed- 
ward C.,  was  also  a sailor,  and  had  command 
of  the  “Comet,”  when  it  made  the  record  for 
the  quickest  trip  from  San  Francisco,  around 
Cape  Horn,  to  the  city  of  New  York.  It 
held  the  palm  for  years,  and  it  is  known  that 
until  a very  recent  time  this  record  was  still 
unbroken.  Capt.  Gardner  commanded  sev- 
eral vessels  in  the  C hina  trade,  and  was  in  the 
service  of  Bulkley,  Crane  & Co.,  of  New  ^ ork, 
importers  of  tea.  silks,  etc.  Tic  married  So- 
phia Jeanette  Hurd,  of  Middle  Haddant,  a 
sister  of  Capt.  Ben  Hurd.  Capt.  Gardner  and 
his  wife  lived  in  Chatham.  I hey  were  buried 
in  Middle  Haddam. 

Edward  Colston  Gardner,  father  of  John 
M.,  was  born  in  Middle  Haddam.  and  died 
in  the  room  in  which  he  was  born.  He  was 
on  the  water  in  his  earlv  life,  and  serve  ! as 


purser  on  various  vessels  under  the  command 
of  his  father.  For  a time  he  lived  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery business.  He  also  lived  some  time  at 
Millburn,  N.  J.,  and  then  returned  to  Middle 
Haddam,  to  spend  his  last  days  in  the  home 
in  which  he  was  born.  In  Portland  he  married 
M iss  Ruth  McCleve.  who  was  of  Highland- 
Scotch  extraction,  her  family  coming  to  the 
United  States  in  1800.  Her  parents  were  John 
and  Martha  (Pel ton)  McCleve.  The  Pelton 
family  early  settled  in  Chatham,  and  has  been 
honorably  represented  in  its  social  and  com- 
mercial circles.  Martha  Pelton  was  born  Oc- 
tober 18.  1820.  married  February  15.  1S40. 
and  died  October  16.  1900.  She  was  the 
mother  of  the  following  children  : Ruth.  Mrs. 

Gardner:  Emma.  Mrs.  Whitney,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, where  her  sister,  Mrs.  Parkinson,  also 
lives;  Henry,  living  in  Middletown;  and  Will- 
iam, in  Winsted.  John  McCleve  was  captain 
of  a schooner  engaged  in  carrying  the  products 
of  the  Portland  quarries  to  the  Atlantic  coast 
ports.  He  came  of  an  old  familv.  and  was 
an  upright  and  honorable  man.  Capt.  Gard- 
ner and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren : Edward  Colston,  the  fourth  in  the 

family  to  bear  that  name,  died  in  Middletown 
in  1895,  at  the  age  of  twcntv-cight.  leaving  a 
young  wife;  he  was  a toolmaker  bv  trade:  he 
belonged  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  John  M.. 
the  second  of  the  familv.  i-  the  subject  of  this 
article.  Hie  father  was  a Republican,  and 
with  his  wife  belonged  to  the  Episcopal 
Church.  She  is  still  living. 

Tohn  M.  Gardner  was  horn  \nril  18.  tSyo. 
in  Middle  Haddam.  and  snent  his  childhood 
and  vouth  in  Middle  Haddam  and  Xorwjilk. 
Conn.,  Brooklvn.  X Y . and  New  Jerscv.  He 
obtained  his  first  schooling  in  Middle  Had- 
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ware  Company  at  Portland  for  one  year,  and 
next  came  to  Middletown  to  act  as  bookkeeper 
for  the  firm  of  Caulkins  & Post.  There  he 
found  the  way  to  the  world  of  mechanics  open- 
ing to  him  through  the  shops  of  the  Worcester 
Bicycle  Company ; he  was  assistant  foreman 
in  their  machine  shops.  In  1896  he  opened  a 
bicycle  agency  and  repair  shop  for  himself  in 
Middletown,  where  he  has  continued  to-  the 
present  time.  He  knows  his  business  well,  is 
courteous  and  attentive  to  his  patrons,  and  has 
built  up  a large  and  growing  patronage.  Mr. 
Gardner  is  a prominent  worker  in  the  L.  A. 
W.,  and  runs  the  official  repair  shop  in  Mid- 
dletown. He  is  a clean  and  straightforward 
business  man,  and  fully  up  to  the  times  in 
every  particular. 

John  M.  Gardner  married  Miss  Harriet  Kel- 
sey, a resident  of  Middletown,  and  a native  of 
Cromwell,  daughter  of  Wilbur  F.  and  Ger- 
trude (Clark)  Kelsey.  Mrs.  Gardner  was  one 
of  the  first  lady  bicycle  enthusiasts  in  Middle- 
sex county,  and  the  first  lady  in  the  vicinity  to 
make  a century  run  on  a bicycle. 

Politically  Mr.  Gardner  is  a Republican, 
and  fraternally  he  is  a Knight  of  Pythias,  and 
a prominent  Mason,  belonging  to>  St.  John's 
Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Washington  Chapter, 
Cyrenej  Commandery,  and  Sphinx  Temple, 
Hartford,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  he  is 
said  to  be  one  of  the  youngest  Shriners  in  Mid- 
dletown. With  his  wife  he  belongs  to  the  Or- 
der of  the  Eastern  Star.  In  religious  connec- 
tion they  are  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN  MARKHAM, 
now  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and 
conducts  a hotel  and  livery  business  in  East 
Hampton,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Chatham, 
Middlesex  county,  February  21,  1845.  His 
father,  Hiram  Markham,  was  born  in  the  same 
town,  in  1794,  son  of  John  Markham,  and  was 
for  many  years  employed  in  carrying  the  mails 
on  horseback  in  Middlesex  and  Tolland  coun- 
ties. Later  he  was  extensively  engaged  in 
farming  on  Chestnut  Hill,  in  his  native  town. 
Socially  he  was  a Mason,  and  politically  a 
Democrat.  As  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
his  community  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  various 
town , offices.  He  was  married,  October  3, 
1817,  to  Laura  Niles,  daughter  of  Daniel  Niles. 
He  died  December  5,  1870,  at  the  age  of  sev- 


enty-six years,  and  she  passed  away,  subse- 
quently, at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  Of  their 
children,  Emeline,  the  eldest,  died  young.  Dan- 
iel N.  married  Mary  Skinner,  and  lives  in 
Chatham  town.  Mary  P.  (deceased)  was 
the  wife  of  Glover  N.  White.  Erskine  El- 
dredge  married  (first)  Lavinia  Cook  and  (sec- 
ond) Harriet  Jones.  Wickliff,  born  in  1829, 
married  Sarah  E.  A.  Bevin,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-eight  years.  Elizabeth  Ann 
(Betsy)  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Horace 
Silliman.  Frank  W.  married  Mary  E.  Ack- 
ley, and  lives  on  the  old  homestead  on  Chest- 
nut Hill,  in  the  town  of  Chatham.  Selden  A., 
married  Ellen  S.  Clark,  and  lives  in  East 
Hampton.  Catherine  P.  is  the  wife  of  Fred- 
erick A.  Rich,  of  Westfield,  Mass.  Albert  G. 
completes  the  family. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  Albert  G.  Mark- 
ham attended  the  district  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood and  a private  school  at  East  Hamp- 
ton. At  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  began  to 
provide  for  himself,  and  going  to  Hartford  se- 
cured employment  in  Colt’s  shops.  At  the  end 
of  a year  he  went  to  New  York  City,  where 
for  three  years  he  worked  for  Mr.  Silliman,  a 
relative,  who  was  engaged  in  the  coke  burning 
business,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  returned 
to  Connecticut,  where  he  worked  in  granite 
quarries  at  Stony  Creek  two  years,  Danbury 
four  years,  and  Mystic  two  years.  Subse- 
quently he  operated  a granite  quarry  in  the 
town  of  Portland,  which  he  still  owns.  In 
1890  he  purchased  property  at  East  Hamp- 
ton and  embarked  in  the  hotel  and  livery  busi- 
ness, which  he  has  since  carried  on  with 
marked  success.  Besides  this  property  he 
owns  several  tracts  of  land  in  Chatham  and 
Portland,  which  he  tills.  Mr.  Markham  is  a 
progressive,  enterprising  business  man,  and 
the  prosperity  that  has  come  to  him  is  cer- 
tainly well  deserved.  In  political  views  he  is 
a stanch  Democrat. 

At  Danbury,  Conn.,  on  Mhrch  16,  1867, 
Mr.  Markham  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  E.  Bates.  She  was  born  December 
17,  1842,  in  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  daughter  of 
Walter  and  Loraney  (Wood)  Bates.  The 
other  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bates  were: 
Rowena,  wife  of  Leroy  Taylor,  of  East  Nor- 
walk, Conn. ; Amy,  who  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried, and  is  now  the  widow  of  Stephen  Au- 
gustus Dodge,  and  a resident  of  East  Norwalk; 
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John  and  Philo,  both  residents  of  South  Nor- 
walk, the  latter  deceased ; and  Oscar,  a resident 
of  Bethel.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Markham  came 
seven  children,  namely : Alberta  E.  and  Al- 

berta G.,  twins,  born  August  30,  1868,  in 
Guilford,  Conn.,  died  the  same  day;  Clara 
Bates,  born  May  9,  1870,  died  October  29, 
1870,  in  Stonington ; Mary  P.,  born  September 
20,  1871,  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Cook,  of  Hart- 
ford, and  they  have  one  child,  Mary  Lenora, 
born  May  20,  1897;  Albert  G.,  Jr.,  born  Octo- 
ber 27,  1873,  wedded  Mary  Walker,  and  is 
employed  as  a traveling  salesman  by  the  Mil- 
ton  Bradley  Company  of  Springfield,  Mass. ; 
Walter  I.  C.,  born  May  12,  1875,  married 
Mary  Nolan,  and  lives  in  Boston;  Loraney 
Bates,  born  July  9,  1878,  is  at  home.  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Markham  passed  away  May  20,  1882. 

JAMES  PICKETT  FOOTE,  who  at  nine- 
ty-four years  of  age  ranked  as  the  oldest  resi- 
dent of  Durham  town,  had  sight  and  hear- 
ing that  surpassed  in  accuracy  and  keenness 
that  of  many  people  thirty  years  his  junior. 
Until  past  his  ninetieth  year  he  did  most  of 
the  chores  about  the  house  and  almost  even- 
day  drove  to  Durham,  over  a mile  distant. 
With  memory  extraordinary  good  he  re- 
called events  and  occurrences  of  almost  ninety 
years,  extending  back  to  the  first  decade  of  the 
past  century,  a period  that  has  witnessed  many 
changes  in  the  history  of  Connecticut.  Mr. 
Foote  often  told  of  the  old  stone  oven  from 
which  the  week’s  baking  was  withdrawn  on 
a long  handled  “slice,”  and  the  spider  with 
its  three  long  tapering  legs  to  stand  in  the 
coals  of  the  fireplace.  lie  related  the  story 
of  a journey  he  made  through  the  woods 
at  dark  when  eight  years  old,  bringing  home, 
through  the  Haddam  woods,  a large  roll  ot 
cloth  from  the  fuller’s  for  the  family's  winter 
clothing,  and  riding  a large  bay  horse  called 
the  Elephant,  lie  watched  the  growth  of  the 
plants  in  the  garden  that  blossomed  into  vivid 
blue  flowers,  which  were  pulled  and  broken 
on  the  flax  break,  spun  and  woven  and  fash- 
ioned into  garments.  I hc  first  cooking  stove 
which  lie  saw  was  wonder  ml.  \ b>*.  k could 

be  filled  with  the  interesting  stories  and  <* 
currences  which  he  narrated,  bis  peculiar 
school  experiences,  the  visit  oi  I abayetle,  the 
militia  drills  on  t raining  days,  the  love  t ale  - 
of  his  youth  and  many  other  incident- 


Mr.  Foote  was  in  the  eighth  generation  in 
descent  from  Nathaniel  Foote,  who  came  from 
England  and  settled  in  Wethersfield,  in  1660. 
He  was  the  father  of  two  sons  and  several 
daughters.  Nathaniel,  one  of  the  sons,  settled 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut  river. 
Robert,  the  second  son,  settled  in  Guilford, 
and  from  him  our  subject  is  descended. 

Isaac  Foote,  tbe  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a major  in  the  French  and  Indian 
war.  He  resided  in  Northford,  Conn.,  and  died 
at  Greenbush,  N.  Y.,  of  camp  distemper,  while 
on  his  way  home  from  the  war. 

Isaac  Foote,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a farmer  and  resided  in  Northford.  where 
he  died.  He  was  captain  of  a local  company  of 
cavalry  and  it  is  supposed  saw  service  in  New 
York  City,  during  the  Revolution.  He  was 
quite  a prominent  and  influential  man  in  his 
time.  He  married  Lydia  Tyler  for  his  first 
wife  and  they  had  a family  of  seven  children, 
four  boys  and  three  girls.  Two  of  the  sons 
were  physicians,  and  of  the  daughters,  one 
lived  to  be  ninety-three  years  of  age.  and  an- 
other to  be  over  ninety-eight  years  old.  For 
his  second  wife  he  married  Phebe  Benton,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children,  two  sons  and  one 
daughter. 

Dr.  William  Foote,  son  of  Isaac  and  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  north- 
western part  of  Northford.  Conn.  He  studied 
medicine  with  his  brother.  Dr.  Malica  Foote 
in  Rye,  N.  Y.,  and  with  Dr.  Benjamin  R<x'k- 
well  of  New  York.  He  came  to  Durham  in 
1802,  residing  on  the  South  corner,  nearly  oj>- 
posite  the  North  Church.  lie  removed  to 
Goshen,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  in  1807.  where 
he  remained  two  vears,  and  where  our  subject 
was  lH>rn.  Returning  to  Durham,  he  resided 
in  Haddam  Quarter  until  his  death.  January 
3,  1842.  He  was  an  able  and  successful  phy 
sician,  and  his  charge  for  making  calls  to  any 
part  of  Durham  was  fifty  cents.  He  married 
Catherine  Pickett,  of  Durham,  daughter  of 
James  and  Catherine  Pickett,  who  owned  and 
occupied  the  farm  at  Haddam  Quarter  now- 
occupied  by  Chauncev  1 larvev.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  died  September  5,  1841.  Hie 
family  of  Dr.  William  and  Catherine  Foote 
consisted  of  children  as  follows:  (1)  Hepsi 

bah,  who  died  in  infancy.  (2)  James  Pickett, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  (3)  Catherine,  who 
married  Rlvnn  Braincrd,  and  lived  in  Had 
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dam.  (4)  Rebecca  R.,  who  married  Frank- 
lin Johnston,  who  became  a merchant  at  Colum- 
bus, Ga.,  where  he  died.  (5)  William  R., 
who  married  Amanda  Jones,  and  died  in  Edge- 
wood,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  an  M.  E.  clergyman. 

James  P.  Foote,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Goshen,  Litchfield  county,  June  9,  1808.  He 
attended  district  school  in  Durham,  and  re- 
sided on  the  home  farm  in  Haddam  Quarter, 
until  i860,  when  he  sold  out,  and  removed  to 
Meriden.  Soon  after  he  moved  to  Durham 
to  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Henry  H.  New- 
ton, and  a little  later  he  moved  to  the  district 
of  Middletown,  becoming  superintendent  of 
the  large  firm  of  Timothy  Gilbert,  where  he 
remained  for  three  years.  In  1865,  he  came 
to  Durham,  purchasing  and  taking  possession 
of  the  farm  where  he  ever  after  resided. 
He  married  first,  September  5,  1832,  Mary 
Avery,  who  was  born  in  February,  1811,  in 
Wallingford,  Conn.  He  married  August  13, 
1862,  for  his  second  wife,  Miss  Adah  C. 
Gilbert,  born  February  22,  1823,  in  Newfield, 
daughter  of  Timothy  and  Ada  (Cromwell) 
Gilbert.  Timothy  Gilbert  was  an  extensive 
farmer,  and  one  of  the  well  known  and  prom- 
inent citizens  of  Middletown.  Mrs.  Foote 
died  July  5,  1902,  and  Mr.  Foote  passed  away 
November  8,  1902.  He  was  prominent  in  the 
bi-centennial  celebration  of  the  town  of  Dur- 
ham in  1899. 

In  politics  Mr.  Foote  was  formerly  a Whig 
and  later  a Democrat.  For  ten  years  he  was 
orderly  sergeant  in  the  old  Durham  militia 
company.  He  was  a member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  for  nearly  seventy  years,  while  his 
wife  joined  the  Church  in  1841.  Mr.  Foote 
was  one  of  the  best  known  residents  of  Dur- 
ham, his  crowning  years  only  adding  to  the 
worth  of  citizenship  which  he  brought  down 
from  almost  a century  ago,  and  which  was 
a splendid  example  of  the  oldtime  sterling  type 
of  American  character. 

EDWARD  T.  McNULTY.  To  relate  the 
trials  and  triumphs,  the  sufferings  and  success, 
of  those  men  who  have  risen  from  poverty  to 
opulence,  and  who  have  hewn  out  their  own 
path  by  persistent  effort,  is  to  the  biographer 
a pleasant  task.  Such  a one  is  the  well-known 
druggist  of  Middletown  whose  career  consti- 
tutes the  subject  of  this  brief  narrative. 

The  seat  of  the  McNulty  family  was  orig- 
inally in  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  where 


they  were  well-to-do1  and  highly  respected,  Mr. 
McNulty’s  paternal  uncles  being  prosperous 
merchants.  Edward  J.  McNulty  his  father, 
was  brought  up  to-  trade,  but  had  no  capital 
of  his  own.  While  yet  a young  man  his  men- 
tal vision  turned  toward  the  New  World,  with 
its  budding  opportunities  and  its  vast  and  con- 
stantly expanding  possibilities,  and  he  crossed 
the  ocean,  content  to  risk  his  future  upon  his 
youth,  his  strength,  his  energy  and  his  rather 
slender  stock  of  experimental  knowledge.  He 
brought  with  him  but  little  money,  but  this 
he  invested  judiciously,  having  first  augmented 
it  by  his  own  toil.  His  first  commercial  ven- 
ture, the  opening  of  a store  in  New:  York, 
proved  successful,  and  he  engaged  in 
other  branches,  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war  had  a store  in  Memnhis,  Term. ; he 
previously  conducted  one  at  Nashville,  al- 
though his  chief  establishment  still  remained 
in  New  York.  He  also  speculated,  more  or 
less  extensively,  in  lumber  in  the  South,  and 
in  1861,  he  regarded  himself  as  prosperous, 
and  his  financial  outlook  as  extremely  bright. 
His  experience,  however,  after  the  secession 
of  the  Southern  States,  was  not  dissimilar  to 
that  of  other  Northern  merchants.  One  re- 
verse followed  close  upon  the  heels  of  another, 
and  the  accumulation  of  years  was  speedily 
swept  away.  Mr.  McNulty  had  made  his 
home  in  the  South,  leaving  his  business  in  the 
North  in  the  hands  of  his  partner,  but  when 
he  found  his  fortune  shattered,  he  returned, 
with  his  family,  to  New  York,  to  begin  life 
anew.  Broken  in  health  as  well  as  in  purse, 
he  died  in  that  city  at  the  early  age  of  thirty- 
six  years,  leaving  his  widow  and  three  chil- 
dren in  straitened  circumstances.  The  fam- 
ily were  all  boys:  Tames,  a shoe  dealer,  in 

Middletown,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
four,  unmarried ; William,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; and  Edward  J.,  our  subject. 

Mrs.  Edward  J.  McNulty,  the  mother  of 
Edward  J.,  Tr.,  was,  like  her  husband,  born 
in  County  Donegal,  Ireland.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Rebecca  McLean.  She  was  mar- 
ried in  New  York.  In  the  early  ’seventies  she 
came,  with  her  children,  to  Middletown,  where 
she  entered  into  rest  in  1898,  at  the  compara- 
tively early  age  of  fifty-six. 

Edward  J.  McNulty  is  a New  Yorker,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  New  York  City  October  27, 
1868.  He  lost  his  father  when  so  young  that 
he  cannot  recall  even  his  features,  and  was  but 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


95  7 


a young  child  when  his  widowed  mother  re- 
moved to  Middletown.  There  he  was  reared. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  for  a time,  but 
his  mother's  poverty  necessitated  his  seeking 
employment  before  he  was  thirteen  years  old. 
He  turned  newsboy.  His  first  regular  em- 
ployment was  in  Coe's  Market.  He  was  but 
an  errand  boy,  but  his  industry  and  fidelity  soon 
won  recognition  in  the  shape  of  advancement 
in  position  and  increase  in  wages.  From 
Coe’s  he  went  to  Kennedy  Brothers,  on  Union 
street,  where  for  a short  time  he  had  a clerk- 
ship, and  on  October  22,  1882,  he  began  the 
study  of  pharmacy  in  the  drug  store  of  John 
T.  Wall.  For  three  months  he  worked  with- 
out compensation,  but  the  time — thanks  to  his 
hard  study  and  close  application — was  not 
lost.  His  perseverance  was  rewarded  by  his 
finding  himself  able  to  pass,  successfully,  the 
prescribed  examination  for  registration  as  a 
pharmacist.  He  remained  in  Mr.  Wall’s  em- 
ploy until  the  autumn  of  1891,  on  November 
2d,  of  which  year,  was  formed  the  firm  of  Mc- 
Nulty & Murphy,  who  opened  a store  at  No. 
450  Main  street.  On  May  2,  1897,  Mr.  Mc- 
Nulty became  sole  owner  of  the  business  and 
yet  remains  proprietor.  Through  sound  sense, 
good  judgment,  unwearying  industry  and 
strict  probity,  he  has  greatly  prospered,  and  on 
November  2,  1898,  he  purchased  the  South- 
mayd  block,  which  valuable  property  he  still 
owns.  Flis  store  enjoys  a reputation  second 
to  none  in  its  line,  and  is  generally  recognized 
as  one  of  the  best  and  most  prosperous  in  Mid- 
dletown. 

As  a citizen  Mr.  McNulty  is  broad-gauged, 
yet  conservative ; as  a merchant  and  a man  lie 
enjoys  an  enviable  reputation  for  straightfor- 
wardness and  sincerity.  In  politics  lie  has 
ever  been  a stanch  Democrat,  having  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Grover  Cleveland. 
He  has  never  either  desired  or  sought  office, 
and  the  exacting  cares  of  his  large  and  c<>n 
stantly  growing  business  forbid  his  devoting 
any  attention  to  practical  politics  or  party 
work.  Mr.  McNulty  is  social  bv  nature,  a 
warm  friend,  and  one  to  Ik*  trusted  in  cvei\ 
relation  of  life.  1 le  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Columbus,  and  both  he  and  bis  wile  arc 
practical  Catholics,  being  communicants  of  St 
John’s  Church. 

M r.  McNult  \ w as  mart  ied,  February  t<  >» 
1897,  to  Miss  Hannah  F.  Foley,  of  Middle 


town,  daughter  of  Morris  Folev.  who  married 
a Miss  Sarsfield.  They  have  three  children : 
(1)  Edward  J.,  Jr.,  born  May  2,  1898;  (2) 
Mary  A.,  October  22,  1899;  and  (3)  Julia  P., 
October  26,  1901. 

EDWARD  STRONG  HALE  belongs  to 
a Portland  family  whose  name  has  been  closely 
associated  with  thrift,  industry  and  good  citi- 
zenship for  generations,  and  he  himself  does 
not  belie  the  implications  of  the  name.  He  is 
widely  known  as  one  of  the  best  farmers  of  the 
town,  and  as  an  honest  and  upright  man. 

Mr.  Hale  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
at  Gildersleeve,  where  his  father  has  lived  for 
years,  July  27,  1855,  a son  of  Titus  and  Mary 
K.  (Strong)  Hale,  mention  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  He  acquired  his 
education  mainly  in  the  public  school  at  Gil- 
dersleeve, and  recalls  Mr.  Pinckney,  Miss  Ov- 
erton and  Mr.  Arnold  among  his  earlier  and 
well-remembered  teachers,  and  his  school  days 
were  finished  at  Miss  Sperry’s  private  school 
at  Portland.  Having  been  trained  to  farming 
he  naturally  followed  that  occupation,  and  re- 
mained at  home.  In  18S7  he  and  his  brother 
Chester  K.,  bought  the  old  farm  of  their  father 
and  tilled  it  for  a year,  when  our  subject  sold 
out  his  interest  to  his  brother.  Harry  T.,  and 
during  the  year  worked  for  his  brothers.  In 
the  early  part  of  1889  lie  engaged  as  managci 
of  the  extensive  farm  of  Joseph  Coveil,  in 
Portland,  and  the  following  year  entered  the 
employment  of  F.  \\  . Goodrich,  a tanner,  re- 
maining with  him  until  January.  1892,  when  he 
bought  what  was  known  as  the  old  “Sage 
farm,”  and  here  he  has  since  resided,  lie  has 
lately  bought  sixteen  acres  from  the  David  Hall 
farm,  and  now  owns  a choice  and  productive 
farm  of  eighty-seven  acres,  on  which,  with 
characteristic  push  and  energy,  he  has  made 
big  improvements.  He  is  an  extensive  grower 
of  tobacco  and  keeps  a herd  of  choice  dairy 
cows,  being  provided  with  the  latest  dairy  ap- 
pliances. 

On  October  8.  1880.  Mr.  Hale  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Ida  1.  Caswell,  who  was 
U>rn  in  Delaware  county.  N.  "S  . April  to. 
iStK).  a daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Gan- 
oung  1 Caswell,  the  former  a tanner  and  a 
member  of  an  old  historic  famib  of  t onnerti- 
cut.  To  this  union  were  U*rn  four  children, 
of  whom  but  one.  b.dwnrd  t aswell,  is  living. 
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The  others  were  : John  R.,  who  died  at  birth ; 
Georgiana,  who  died  December  3,  1892;  and 
Mary  G.,  who  died  January  4,  1892.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hale  are  prominent  Methodists,  in  which 
church  he  has  been  recording  steward,  and  is  at 
present  a member  of  the  board  of  stewards.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat,  but  is  not  willing 
that  unfit  men  should  hold  office  under  the 
sanction  of  the  party  name.  A man  of  intel- 
ligence, liberal  and  hospitable,  he  is  interested 
in  local  improvement,  and  ready  to  lend  a hand 
to  anything  good. 

WILLIAM  E.  HUNGERFORD,  for 
many  years  one  of  the  representative  farmers 
and  prominent  citizens  of  the  town  of  East 
Haddam,  Middlesex  county,  has  spent  his  en- 
tire life  there,  and  belongs  to  one  of  its  leading 
families.  His  grandfather,  C'apt.  Zachariah 
Hungerford,  was  born  in  Hadlyme  Society, 
the  same  town,  and  continued  to*  make  his 
home  there  until  called  to  his  final  rest,  NW 
vember  1,  1816,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 
His  wife  and  three  children  survived  him.  His 
daughters  were  Lydia,  who  married  Roswell 
Cone  and  had  one  son,  Shaler ; and  Lucy,  who 
married  Titus  Willey  and  moved  to  Vermont 
and  later  to  New  York  State. 

The  only  son.  Zachariah  Hungerford,  fa- 
ther of  William  E.,  was  also  born  in  Hadlyme 
Society,  East  Haddam,  in  October,  1778,  and 
he  died  July  8,  1864.  Lie  was  an  extensive 
farmer  and  land  owner,  having  at  one  time  up- 
ward of  1,000  acres  of  land,  and  he  also'  en- 
gaged in  lumbering,  though  much  of  that  work 
he  let  out  by  contract;  the  greater  part  of  the 
lumber  gotten  out  by  him  was  for  shipbuilding 
purposes.  In  politics  he  was  originally  a Whig, 
and  united  with  the  Republicans  on  the  birth 
of  that  party,  though  he  was  always  an  ad- 
mirer of  Andrew  Jackson.  H'e  held  various 
local  offices  and  also  served  as  grand  juror. 
On  one  occasion  he  rode  horseback  to-  Middle- 
town,  served  as  foreman  of  the  jury  on  three 
cases  and  returned  home,  all  in  a single  day.  Al- 
though not  a church  member  Mr.  Hungerford 
believed  in  Christianity.  His  estimable  wife 
held  membership  in  the  Hadlyme  Congrega- 
tional Church.  In  her  maidenhood  she  was 
Miss  Anna  Lord,  a native  of  Westchester, 
town  of  Colchester,  New  London  Co.,  Conn., 
and  a daughter  of  Ezekiel  Lord.  She  was 
born  in  1783,  and  died  July  4,  1849.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hungerford  had  four  children,  of  whom 


William  Ezekiel,  our  subject,  is  the  youngest. 
Zachariah  Lord,  the  eldest,  married  Asenith 
Fowler  and  lived  in  Moodus,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  John  B.  married 
Emily  Skinner,  of  East  Hampton,  by  whom 
he  had  two  children,  Emma  A.  and  Warren 
S.,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Millington, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  Mary 
Ann  is  the  widow  of  Aaron  Grover,  of  Tol- 
land. Conn.,  and  has  one  son,  William. 

William  E.  Hungerford  was  born  Decem- 
ber 3,  1826,  in  Hadlyme  Society,  town  of 
East  Haddam,  where  he  grew  toi  manhood,  at- 
tending the  district  schools  and  also  a select 
school  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Stephen  A.  Lo- 
per.  Reared  on  his  present  farm,  he  early  be- 
came familiar  with  all  the  duties  which  fall 
to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist,  and  throughout 
his  active  life  devoted  his  energies  to'  farming, 
coming  into  possession  of  the  old  homestead 
on  his  father’s  death.  In  1859  he  built  a saw- 
mill run  by  water  power,  and  successfully  op- 
erated the  same  until  1893,  being  engaged 
quite  extensively  in  lumbering.  He  pros- 
pered in  all  his  undertakings,  becoming  one  of 
the  large  land  owners  and  substantial  citizens 
of  East  Lladdam. 

In  the  town  of  Tolland,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn., 
Mr.  Hungerford  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Ellen  Frances  Sumner,  a daughter  of 
William  A.  and  Anna  (Washburn)  Sumner. 
She  was  born  April  26,  1832.  Two  sons 
blessed  this  union : William  Sumner,  the  el- 

der, was  born  August  3,  1854,  and  besides  his 
common  school  training  attended  Williston 
Seminary,  at  East  Hampton,  Mfiss.,  and  Yale 
College,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1871. 
He  became  a mining  engineer,  which  necessi- 
tated considerable  travel,  and  he  has  been  con- 
nected with  mining  operations  in  Austria,  Rus- 
sia and  Switzerland,  as  well  as  in  this  country. 
He  has  spent  much  time  in  the  upper  peninsula 
of  Michigan.  Colorado',  New  Mexico'  and  Ari- 
zona, and  during  his  stay  in  the  West  met  with 
many  experiences  that  were  more  common  in 
the  days  of  the  ‘‘forty-niner.”  Returning  East 
he  became  connected  with  gold  mining  north 
of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  later  was  with  the  Lawn 
Mower  iron  works  of  Virginia,  and  with  Mr. 
Winslow,  who'  carried  on  monitor  building. 
At  the  request  of  a college  friend  he  went  to 
Jersey  City  and  soon  took  entire  charge  of 
the  William  Ames  Company,  manufacturers 
of  car-couplings,  railroad  spikes,  etc.,  being 
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with  them  for  the  past  eight  or  ten  years.  He 
first  married  Cora  Faxton,  a Virginia  lady, 
who  died  in  New  York,  and  for  his  second  wife 
married  Mary  Church,  an  adopted  daughter 
of  Mrs.  Billinger,  his  maternal  aunt.  By  his 
second  marriage  he  has  a daughter,  Ruth,  born 
in  December,  1899.  Clarence  W.,  the  younger 
son  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  East  Haddam, 
July  30,  1864,  and  was  educated  at  Williston 
Seminary  and  the  Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Wil- 
braham,  Mass.,  but  owing  to  ill  health  did  not 
complete  the  course  at  the  latter  institution. 
For  a time  he  was  salesman  for  the  Un- 
derwood Belting  Company,  and  for  a number 
of  years  past  has  been  a representative  of  the 
William  Ames  Company,  of  Jersey  City — a 
concern  doing  a large  business  and  making 
large  shipments  of  railroad  iron  to  South  Af- 
rica. He  married  May  Ives,  of  Meriden, 
Conn.,  and  they  have  two  children,  Halah  and 
Clarence  I.  In  a historical  and  biographical 
sketch  given  in  a booklet  issued  by  the  Flad- 
lyme  Congregational  Church  in  1895,  the  two 
sons  of  our  subject  are  spoken  of  as  follows: 
“Hadlyme  boys  who  have  earned  a high  repu- 
tation for  their  educational  accomplishments 
and  Christian  characters.”  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hun- 
gerford  also  have  an  adpoted  daughter,  An- 
nie, now  the  wife  of  Franklin  Brooks  of  East 
Haddam. 

By  his  ballot  Mr.  Hungerford  always  sup- 
ports the  man  and  measures  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  as  one  of  the  prominent  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  his  community  he  has  been 
called  upon  h>  fill  various  official  positions, 
such  as  assessor,  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the 
school  district,  and  collector  of  the  town  from 
1850  to  i860,  with  the  exception  of  one  term. 
He  attends  and  supports  the  Hadlyme  Con- 
gregational Church  and  is  held  in  high  regard 
by  all  who  know  him. 

The  Sumner  Family,  of  which  Mrs.  Hun- 
gerford is  a member,  trace  their  descent  t 
William  Sumner,  who  was  born  in  Bicester, 
England,  in  1605.  In  1625  he  married  Mar\ 
West,  and  in  1636  he  came  to  \merica,  set- 
tling in  Dorchester,  Mass,  lie  died  in  16SS 

(II)  William  Sumner  (2),  s< >n  m Will 
iam  and  Mary,  was  born  hi  Bicester.  Oxford 
shire,  England,  and  came  to  America  with  bis 
father.  lie  married  Elizabeth  ( lenient.  1 
Dorchester,  and  moved  to  Boston,  where  lie 
died  in  1675. 

(H[)Clcment  Sumner,  son  of  William  1 D 


and  Elizabeth,  was  born  in  Boston,  Septem- 
ber 6,  1671.  and  made  that  city  his  home.  On 
May  18,  1G98,  he  married  Margaret  Harris. 

(IV)  William  Sumner  (3),  son  of  Clem- 
ent and  Margaret,  was  born  at  Boston  March 
18,  1699.  He  was  a physician  by  profession, 
and  first  located  in  Hebron,  and  later  moved 
to  Clermont,  X.  H..  where  he  died  March  4, 
1778.  On  October  n,  1721,  he  married  Han- 
nah, daughter  of  Thomas  Hunt,  of  Lebanon, 
Connecticut. 

(V)  Reuben  Sumner,  son  of  William  (3). 
and  Hannah,  was  born  at  Hebron.  May  29, 
1727,  and  on  March  A 1754.  married  Eliza- 
betli  Mack.  They  continued  to  reside  in 
Hebron,  and  there  he  died  April  2.  1807. 

(VI)  William  Sumner  (4),  son  of  Reu- 
ben and  Elizabeth,  was  born  at  Hebron  Sep- 
tember 22,  1761.  On  June  3,  1784,  lie  mar- 
ried Jemima  Tarbox.  He  was  a prominent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  in 
that  faith  died  May  7,  1838. 

(VII)  William  Augustus  Sumner,  son  of 

William  (4),  and  father  of  Mrs.  Hungerford, 
was  born  at  Hebron  May  16.  1792.  and  died 
at  Tolland.  Conn.,  where  most  of  his  life  was 
passed,  August  21,  1868.  For  forty  years  lie 
was  a deacon  of  the  Baptist  Church,  lie  mar- 
ried Annie  Washburn,  and  nine  children 
blessed  this  union:  ( 1)  Abigail.  1>orn  April 

6,  1817,  married  in  September,  1838.  O.  N". 
Lull,  of  Chambersburg,  l’a.  12)  Maria  Anna, 
born  March  26,  1819.  married  May  3.  1846, 
R.  H.  Agard.  of  Stafford,  and  died  May  20. 
1898.  (3)  Jemima,  bom  Juh  8.  1821.  died 

July  5.  1844.  14)  Laura.  Imrn  February  8. 

1824,  married  (first)  in  1851.  Hartwell  Shel- 
don, of  Stafford,  and  (second)  in  i8<k>.  Mar- 
vin Clark,  of  Coventry;  she  died  in  1891.  < 5) 

William,  born  at  Tolland  April  3.  1826,  mar- 
ried in  1857.  Juliaettc  C.  Bishop,  of  Iolland. 
and  died  at  Hartford  in  1807.  He  had  three 
children,  two  of  whom  died  young:  the  other. 


Edith,  married  Rev 

. Samuel 

Simpson.  H> 

\ugustus,  Imrn  at  1 

'olland,  C< 

>nn.,  March  22 

1828.  was  married  three  times, 

, and  died  at  St 

Louis,  Mo.,  in  1885. 

His  thin 

1 wife,  five  son 

—Augustus.  Alonzo 

i.  Edwin, 

Ilcnrv  W.  am 

Charles  -and  one  « 

laughter- 

Ellen— survive 

most  of  them  residing  in  or  near  St.  L>uis. 
( n ) Edwin  Cicorge.  I mm  at  Iolland.  Conn.. 
May  1 1830,  graduated  at  Yale  Medical  Col* 

lege  in  1855.  lie  was  a meml»er  of  the  Lcgis 
lature  from  Mansfield  in  1875.  and  again  in 
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1883.  On  November  13,  1855,  he  married 
Mary  S.  Hinckley,  of  Mansfield,  who  died 
April  5,  1859,  and  he  married  second,  April 
12,  i860,  Ellen  M.  Hinckley,  a sister  of  his 
first  wife.  He  has  two  children,  Mary  H. 
who  married  W.  D.  Chamberlin,  of  Dayton, 
Ohio.;  and  Nellie  M.,  who  married  Virgil  L. 
Brooks,  also  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  (8)  Ellen  Fran- 
ces, horn  in  Tolland,  April  26,  1832,  married 
in  June,  1852,  William  E.  Hungerfo-rd,  of 
East  Haddam.  (9)  Elliot  Benjamin,  born  at 
Tolland,  August  22,  1834,  married  October  3, 
1861,  Sarah  Farnham,  of  Willimantic,  who 
died  May  1,  1881.  Two  children  were  born 
of  this  marriage:  William  A.,  who  lives  at 

home;  and  Florence  A.,  who  married  Thomas 
A.  Southward,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.  In  No- 
vember, 1899,  Elliot  B.  married  Mary  Farn- 
ham, a sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  he  died  Oc- 
tober 14,  1900. 

EDWARD  A.  PECK.  The  Pecks  are  an 
old  and  well  established  family  in  Connecti- 
cut. 

Zalmon  S.  Peck,  the  grandfather  of  Ed- 
ward A.,  was  a resident  of  Newtown,  Conn., 
and  his  son,  Austin  L.,  the  father  of  Edward 
A.,  lived  in  Hartford.  The  family  history  is 
published  under  his  name,  where  it  is  fully 
treated. 

Austin  L.  Peck  was  father  to  the  folio-wing 
children  : Edward  A.  was  born  June  12,  1868 ; 
Harry  FI.,  born  February  7,  1870,  who  mar- 
ried Alice  Grow,  of  Chicago  (now  deceased), 
is  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  Hart- 
ford, Conn.;  Theodore,  born  March  17,  1874, 
resides  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Edward  A.  Peck  was  born  in  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  where  he  attended  the  public  and  clas- 
sical schools,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
began  in  his  father’s  lumber  office  as  book- 
keeper, a work  to-  which  he  devoted  the  next 
half  dozen  years  of  his  life.  At  the  expiration 
of  this  period  he  moved  to  Hartford,  where  he 
went  into  business  for  himself  as  an  importer 
of  window  glass.  In  this  enterprise  he  was 
very  successful,  and  in  1897  he  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  Capitol  City  Lumber  Company,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers,  and  in 
which  he  is  still  a stock  holder  and  director. 
In  1897  he  purchased  the  Fair  View  Farm, 
just  north  of  the  village  of  Saybrook,  where  he 
is  very  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and 


dairying.  For  a time  he  was  a stockholder  in 
the  Brass  City  Lumber  Company. 

On  June  19,  1888,  Mr.  Peck  was  married 
in  Holyoke,  Mass.,  to  Cora  W.,  daughter  of 
John  H.  and  Libbie  L.  (Wallace)  Hall,  and 
granddaughter  of  George  and  Catherine  (Os- 
born) Hall,  natives  of  Torrington,  Conn.  The 
Wallace  family  is  from  Anson  ia,  Conn.  The 
children  of  John  H.  and  Libbie  L.  (Wallace) 
Hall  were:  Cora  W.,  born  February  12,  1870; 
George  W.,  born  January  22,  1874,  resides  in 
Bridgeport,  where  he  married  Ida  Brown; 
Wallace  Osborn,  born  September  30,  1876.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren: Helen  Jo-sephine,  born  March  20, 

1890;  Wallace  Horatio-,  February  2,  1892; 

Frederick  Hall,  May  13,  1894;  and  Susan 
Elizabeth,  September  30,  1896.  In  politics 
Mr.  Peck  is  a Democrat,  and  in  1898  and 
1899  he  served  as  grand  juror  from  Old  Say- 
brook. 

GUSTAF  B.  CARLSON,  attorney  and 
counselor  at  law,  and  United  States  referee  in 
bankruptcy  at  Middletown,  is  probably  as 
young  a man  in  his  position  as  there  is  to  be 
found  in  New  England.  He  has  made  his 
own  way  in  life,  and  by  dint  of  industry,  abil- 
ity and  an  indomitable  spirit  has  pushed  to-  the 
front,  and  it  is  safe  to<  say  that  there  are  few 
young  men  in  the  State  to-day,  no  matter  what 
their  endowments  of  wealth  and  friends,  who 
have  any  brighter  o-r  more  promising  future 
than  lies  before  him. 

Mr.  Carlson  was  b-orn  at  Hammar,  Swe- 
den, June  10,  1870,  and  is  a son  of  Otto-  L. 
Carlson,  who  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  1872,  and  settled  at  Higganum,  Conn.  The 
father  followed  mechanical  labor  in  that  old 
and  historic  Connecticut  town  fo-r  some  years, 
while  he  was  making  himself  thoroughly  fa- 
miliar with  American  customs  and  ways.  In 
1883  he  opened  a grocery  sto-re  at  Higganum, 
which  establishment  he  conducted  until  1894. 
He  was  also  in  business  for  a time  in  Middle- 
town,  and  owned  and  carried  o-n  a farm. 
While  in  the  grocery  business  he  began  the 
bottling  oif  root  beer,  and  this  business,  which 
was  a side  line  at  first,  graduallv  took  o-n  large 
proportions,  and  became  a leading  interest  in 
the  county.  Lie  established  the  Granite  Rock 
Springs  Bottlinp-  Works,  and  for  a number  of 
years  did  a large  business  in  that  line.  For 
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some  years,  however,  Mr.  Carlson  has  not  been 
so  much  interested  in  the  bottling  business  as 
he  has  been  in  farming.  He  took  a piece  of 
wild  land,  which  he  has  transformed  into  a 
valuable  and  productive  farm.  The  bottling 
works  are  under  the  management  of  the  sons, 
who  have  built  up  an  extensive  business,  man- 
ufacturing all  kinds  of  carbonated  beverages. 
Otto  L.  Carlson  and  his  wife  have  had  children 
as  follows:  Gustaf  B. ; Beda  L.,  the  wife  of  J. 
Edward  Brainerd,  of  Newark,  N.  J. ; Charles 
B.,  manager  of  the  Granite  Rock  Springs 
Bottling  Works,  at  Higganum;  Edward  B., 
who  is  employed  in  the  bottling  works;  Jen- 
nie, who'  died  in  infancy;  and  Annie,  who  is 
home.  The  father  is  a Republican  in  politi- 
cal sentiment.  He  is  a good  citizen,  and  has 
reared  a family  that  would  do'  credit  to  any 
parentage. 

Gustaf  B.  Carlson  began  his  schooling  in 
Higganum ; graduated  from  the  Preparatory 
School  at  Mount  Hermon,  Mass.,  in  1891,  and 
immediately  entered  the  Academic  Department 
of  Yale.  He  was  graduated  from  that  insti- 
tution in  1895,  and  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Hon.  A.  B.  Calef,  in  Middletown,  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  June,  1898.  He  imme- 
diately opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  locating  in  Middletown,  lhe 
young  lawyer  was  appointed  to  succeed  lion. 
A.  B.  Calef  as  referee  in  bankruptcy  in  Au- 
gust, 1900.  This  was  a high  compliment,  and 
one  that  has  been  rarely,  if  ever,  paid  to  so 
young  a man. 

Mr.  Carlson  was  formerly  the  business 
head  of  the  bottling  works,  and  did  much  to- 
ward putting  that  institution  on  its  present  solid 
foundation.  He  is  a Republican  politically, 
and  a member  of  the  Higganum  Congregation 
al  Church.  He  lias  been  quite  actively  asso- 
ciated with  public  school  affairs,  having  given 
much  thought  to  the  public  schools. 

THOMAS  II.  PRATT,  president  of  I he 
Pratt  Chemical  Company,  and  a very  substati 
tial  and  well  known  resident  of  * linton.  Mid 
dlesex  county,  is  a member  <>!  one  <>1  the  old 
est  families  of  New  England. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  M , \ug 
usi  16,  1869,  a son  of  t harles  R.  and  I 
beth  F,  1 Shoemakei  1 Pratt.  His  educational 
advantages  were  excellent,  his  primary  edu 


cation  being  received  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  city,  and  later  he  was  graduated 
from  Foster's  Military  Academy,  of  St.  Louis. 
Later  he  entered  the  Hopkins  grammar 
school,  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  leaving  there  to 
enter  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School.  While  on 
a pleasure  cruise  from  New  Haven  in  his  ele- 
j gantly  appointed  yacht,  which  was  one  of  the 
most  complete  that  ever  entered  the  Clint  11 
harbor,  Mr.  Pratt  was  so  favorably  impressed 
with  the  beauty  of  the  town  and  shore,  that  he 
decided  to  make  this  place  his  home.  In  pur- 
suance of  this  object,  in  1893.  he  purchased 
property  overlooking  the  harbor,  on  which  he 
1 soon  began  the  erection  of  a magnificent  resi- 
dence, with  appropriate  surroundings.  Later 
his  mother  and  brother  followed  his  example, 
but  the  latter  has  disposed  of  his  tine  home  and 
removed  to  New  York  City.  The  elegant 
structure  which  Mr.  Pratt  has  made  an  adorn- 
ment to  the  landscape,  is  known  as  " Bohemia,” 

I and  is  located  on  Point  Breeze,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  imposing  residences  < >11  the  Connecti- 
cut coast.  Its  furnishings  and  finishings  are 
reputed  to  be  equal  to  any  home  in  the  State. 
One  feature  of  the  furnishing  i>  a library  val- 
1 ued  at  $25,000,  tilled  with  the  choicest  litera- 
ture. including  complete  sets  of  works  on  me- 
chanical engineering,  of  which  our  subject  has 
a complete  understanding.  Mr.  Pratt  has  been 
gifted  with  what  may  Ik*  called  a genius  lor 
mechanics,  and  had  tortune  required  him  t ■ 
earn  his  subsistence  by  a display  "i  his  nat- 
ural ability  in  this  direction,  he  could  have 
done  so  many  times  over. 

Mr.  Pratt  is  an  enthusiastic  >|x*rt Milan,  and 
at  his  hospitable  home  he  entertains  hi-'  friends 
lavishly,  many  of  the  social  functions  «n  the 
locality  being  under  his  patronage.  Ills  win- 
ters are  spent  in  New  York,  but  every  summer 
the  great  house  <>n  the  Point  L thrown  ojien. 

l he  Pratt  Chemical  Company  was  organ- 
ized in  the  tall  of  1N07.  with  Hionias  II. 
Pratt  as  president,  the  business  being  the  dis 
tilling  of  the  finest  quality  of  witch  hazel  lhe 
distillery  and  laboratory  are  located  at  t lin- 
ton. and.  giving  work  to  a large  iiuml*er  <>i 
employes,  this  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the 
im|*ortant  industries  of  the  locality,  lhe  plant 
is  modern,  including  stills  for  the  render- 
ing of  the  extract,  which  have  l>ecn  made  after 
Mr  Pratt's  own  ideas  and  are  far  sujK*rior  to 
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anything  of  the  kind  to  be  found  elsewhere. 
The  product  is  sold  largely  to-  druggists,  in 
bottle  or  bulk,  the  main  office  being  located  at 
No-.  147  Duane  street,  New  York.  Mr.  Pratt 
claims  for  his  product  that  it  contains  more  of 
the  essential  oil  than  any  other  witch  hazel  on 
the  market. 

Mr.  Pratt  married  Etta  Wallace,  of  Roch- 
ester, N.  H.  A very  pleasing,  generous  and 
charitable  young  man,  he  is  considered  one  of 
the  valuable  acquisitions  to  this  part  of  Mid- 
dlesex county.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  Hiram  Hodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  New  Ha- 
ven, and  he  also  belongs  to  the  college  frater- 
nity, Phi  Sigma.  Socially  he  is  very  popular, 
and  is  a member  of  the  Clinton  Yacht  club, 
the  New  Haven  Yacht  club,  the  Lake  Cham- 
plain Yacht  club,  the  Corinthian  Yacht  club  at 
Marble  Neck,  and  the  New  York  Athletic  club. 

HENRY  M.  SNELL.  Among  the  prom- 
inent business  concerns  of  Deen  River,  one 
that  deserves  special  mention  is  the  one  con- 
ducted by  H.  M.  Snell  and  M.  W.  Potter,  for 
the  manufacture  of  wire  novelties.  By  their 
excellent  business  methods,  the  high  quality 
of  their  goods  and  originality  of  designs,  they 
have  built  up  a large  trade  and  taken  their 
places  among  the  representative  manufacturers 
of  the  town. 

The  Snell  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
New  England.  John  Snell  was  in  Boston  in 
1669.  Thomas  Snell  lived  in  Bridgewater, 
Mass.,  and  he  had  a son  Thomas,  born  1671, 
who  was  the  largest  landholder  in  the  town. 
There  was  a Christopher  Snell  in  Dover,  N.  H., 
in  1671,  and  George  N.,  who  was  a mariner, 
and  who  died  1708,  may  have  been  a son  of 
Christopher. 

Henry  M.  Snell  was  born  August  9,  i860, 
at  Taunton,  Mass.,  a son  of  Thomas  Mason 
and  Mary  (Claffin)  Snell.  Mary  Claflin  was 
a daughter  of  Comfort  Claffin,  of  Attleboro, 
Massachusetts. 

Daniel  Snell,  the  grandfather  of  Henry 
M.,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  cotton  manufac- 
turers of  Connecticut.  He  was  born  at  Mo-os- 
up,  that  State,  where  he  grew  to  manhood, 
and  married.  For  many  years  he  conducted  a 
large  cotton  factory  in  the  town  of  Plainfield, 
Conn.,  but  owing  to  an  accident  he  was  unable 
to  continue  in  active  business  for  some  years 
prior  to- his  death,  which  occurred  in  1878.  His 
family  consisted  of  : Thomas  Mason  ; Mary 
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F. ; Sarah,  deceased ; Alice,  now  Mrs.  Almy, 
of  Plainfield;  Emma  S.,  now  Mrs.  Payne;  and  j 
Mrs.  Arnold,  whose  husband  was  superintend- 
ent  after  the  accident  of  the  grandfather. 

Thomas  Mason  Snell,  father  of  our  sub-  | 
ject,  was  born  in  Moo-sup,  November  2,  1832. 
Here  he  grew  to-  manhood,  thoroughly  learn- 
ing the  cotton  business  of  his  father,  finally 
being  entrusted  with  the  establishment  of  new 
plants.  In  this  capacity,  he  went  to-  Attleboro,  J 
Mass.,  where  an  active  interest  was  being  jj 
awakened  in  cotton  manufacture.  After  !:i 
many  years  engaged  in  that  work  he  took 
charge  of  the  real  estate  business  for  John 
I.  Brown  & Sons,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  continuing 
in  this  business  until  a year  prior  to  his  death. 

His  last  days  were  spent  in  Attleboro,  where  he 
died  July  23,  1892.  While  living  in  that 
town  he  met  and  married  Mary  Claflin,  a 
daughter  of  Comfort  Claflin.  She  died  when 
our  subject  was  but  two-  and  one-half  years 
old.  In  politics  he  was  a strong  Republican,  and  | 

took  a great  interest  in  the  workings  of  that  * 

party. 

Henry  Mason  Snell  was  the  only  child  of  1 
his  parents,  and  went  to  Attleboro,  Mass.,  when  [ 
quite  young,  where  he  lived  with  relatives,  and 
attended  the  common  schools.  Later  he  went  to  ; 
Providence,  R.  I.,  graduating  from  school  there  , 
in  1878,  and  then  took  a short  business  course 
in  a college  of  that  city.  Returning  to  Attle-  j! 

boro,  Mr.  Smith  secured  a position  as  book-  1 

keeper  for  C.  I.  Cobb  & Co-.,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained for  over  a year,  when  he  removed  to 
Providence,  R.  I.,  and  for  an  equal  time  kept 
the  books  for  Amos  C.  Barstow.  In  1884,  Mr. 
Snell  came  to-  Deep  River  as  bookkeeper  for 
Pratt,  Read  & Co.,  the  large  piano  key  manu- 
facturers, continuing  in  their  employ  until 
August,  1885,  when,  in  conjunction  with  M.  j. 
W.  Potter,  he  purchased  the  wire  novelty  plant 
of  the  J.  A.  Smith  Manufacturing  Company,  j 
and  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  the  manu-  j 
facture  of  the  wire  novelties.  The  business 
has  increased  so  largely  that  the  plant  is  kept 
running  all  the  year  round,  and  employment 
is  given  to  fifty  persons. 

Mr.  Snell  was  married,  at  Deep  River,  to 
Emma  Bull,  daughter  of  George  A.  and  Mittie 
(Williams)  Bull,  the  former  a native  of  Es- 
sex, Conn.,  and  the  latter  a daughter  of  Calvin 
and  Eunice  Williams,  Mr.  Williams  belonging 
to  one  of  the  old  Connecticut  families.  Mr. 

Bull  was  born  in  Essex  June  16,  1819,  and 
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was  for  many  years  a contractor  for  the  Rus- 
sell Jennings  Manufacturing  Company.  He 
died  February  7,  1897;  his  wife,  who  was  born 
April  7,  1824,  still  survives  him.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  A.  Bull  the  following  family 
were  horn : George  Edward,  deceased ; 

Eunice  Williams,  who  married  O.  P.  Morse, 
of  Minerva,  Essex  Co.,  N.  Y. ; Emma;  and 
Ezra,  deceased. 

Since  coming  to  Deep  River,  Mr.  Snell  has 
prominently  identified  himself  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  of  which  he  is  a stanch  supporter, 
and  has  ably  represented  it  upon  several  oc- 
casions, reflecting  honor  upon  himself,  his 
constituents  land  the  office  he  filled.  For 
many  years  he  served  on  the  board  of  relief ; 
since  1891  he  has  been  a member  of  the  school 
board,  and  was  the  chairman ; and  he  is  now 
chairman  of  the  Republican  Town  committee. 
From  1893  to  1897,  he  served  on  the  board 
of  county  commissioners,  and  in  1899  he  rep- 
resented the  town  of  Saybrook,  in  the  General 
Assembly,  where  he  served  on  the  committee 
on  Incorporations.  Mrs.  Snell  is  a member 
of  the  Deep  River  Baptist  Church,  which  Mr. 
Snell  attends,  and  towards  which  he  contrib- 
utes liberally.  Having  worked  his  way  up  to 
his  present  comfortable  position,  he  is  enabled 
to  understand  the ’trials  of  those  less  fortunate, 
and  is  a sympathetic  employer,  a kind  friend, 
a public-spirited  citizen,  and  in  his  home,  a 
loving  husband. 

EDWIN  HAMILTON  BI  DWELL, 
M.  D.,  for  a number  of  years  a popular  and 
successful  physician  of  East  Iladdam,  belongs 
to  a family  whose  history  is  interwoven  with 
the  annals  of  this  part  of  the  state  for  more 
than  two  hundred  years. 

John  Bidwell,  the  first  American  ancestor, 
had  a tanyard  in  1639;  he  had  land  in  Past 
Hartford  in  r666,  and  he  also  owned  extensive 
tracts  of  land  and  other  property  in  I Inrtf'  oh 
where  he  died  in  1687.  He  was  married  to 
Sarah,  a daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Wilcox 
Their  children  were:  John  (2),  Joseph,  who 
died  in  1692;  Samuel,  born  in  1650,  died 
April  5,  1715:  Sarah;  Hannah:  Mary;  and 
Daniel,  born  1655.  died  November  25.  G1'1 

John  Bidweli  1 1 ),  son  of  John,  was  born 
about  1641,  and  he  died  July  3,  F>9*’  lb-  in 
lim  ited  all  his  father’s  lands  and  buildings  west 
of  the  river,  and  in  1667  started  the  first  taw 
mill  in  Glastonbury.  In  alter  years  lie  owned 


six  others,  and  in  1686  was  engineer  • f the  im- 
portant work  of  deepening  the  channel  u"  the 
river  as  far  as  Hartford.  On  November  7. 
1678,  he  was  married  to  Sarah  Welles.  wh<> 
was  born  in  1659,  a granddaughter  of  Gov. 
Welles,  and  died  in  1708.  Seven  children  were 
born  to  them:  John  (3),  born  September  1. 
1679;  Hannah,  born  August  31.  1680.  died  in 
1707;  Sarah,  born  August  10.  1681  : Thomas, 
born  December  27,  1682;  Jonathan,  bom 

March  5,  1684:  David,  born  in  1687;  rind 
James,  born  in  1691. 

John  Bidwell  (3)  was  a miller  by  trade. 
His  death  occurred  September  3.  1751.  He 
married  Hannah  Pitkin,  and  was  father  t"  a 
son,  Zebulon  Bidwell. 

Zebulon  Bidwell,  son  of  John  13 1.  was 
born  in  Hartford  about  1708.  and  died  in  1731 
when  twenty-three  years  old.  He  married 
Mary  Gillman,  a daughter  of  Solomon  Gill- 
man. 

Stephen  Bidwell.  son  of  Zebulon.  was  burn 
in  November,  1730,  and  died  May  20.  1806, 
and  was  buried  in  Manchester.  Conn.  He 
married  Rebecca  Keeney,  and  their  children 
were  as  follows:  Polly,  born  October  11. 

1759,  died  August  21.  1836:  Zebulon:  David, 
born  January  17.  176—,  died  April  23.  171)8: 
Stephen;  Rebecca,  born  September  4.  1706, 
died  January  20,  1817:  and  F.sther,  Ixun  17'  o. 
died  1789. 

Zebulon  Bidwell.  son  of  Stephen  and  great- 
grandfather of  Dr.  Bidwell.  was  bom  in  i7'«o. 
and  died  July  31.  18:3.  He  married,  and 
among  his  children  was  a son  Martin. 

Martin  Bidwell  was  born  in  1793.  and  after 
.1  useful  life  spent  in  Manchester,  died  in  1876. 
lie  married  first.  Betsey  Morley.  daughter  of 
Captain  Morley,  of  Bolt/in.  Conn..  b\  whom 
lie  had  two  children:  Alfred,  born  in  1S1S. 

died  in  1898,  married  Eunice  C lapp,  and  U* 
came  the  father  of  Martin  V (a  merchant  ot 
Hartford),  Kate  (who  died  at  the  age  • t 
twenty-one),  Andrew  (a  farmer  in  Past  Hart 
ford),  and  Frank  (of  Hartford):  Edwin  »*> 
the  father  of  Dr.  Bidwell.  Martin  Bidwell 
married  second,  Melinda  Keeney,  who  diet  I m 
1 8^8,  leaving  two  children:  Dwight,  I tom  m 
1827.  a teacher  and  a farmer  in  Manchester ; 
and  Libby  M.,  l»om  in  1824.  who  died  unmar- 
ried in  1000. 


Dr.  Edwin  Bid w el 
1m  >m  in  Manchester.  I t 
tended  school  in  Mat 


0 ot  .Martin,  was 
\ iq.  iHji,  and  al- 
ter. \\  e-t  field  and 


964 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


East  Hartford.  In  early  life  he  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine  and  was  graduated  from 
Yale  Medical  School  in  1847.  On  February 
19,  1847,  he  located  at  Madison,  Conn.,  where 
he  practiced  for  two  years.  He  then  lo- 
cated in  Westbrook,  but  after  five  years  took 
the  place  of  Dr.  Horace  Burr,  of  Hfaddam, 
where  he  remained  until  April,  i860,  when  he 
moved  to  Deep  River  and  took  the  practice  of 
Dr.  Rufus  Baker.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  in  religion  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  He  is  a member 
of  the  County  Medical  Society,  and  has  served 
as  health  officer  and  coroner.  On  May  8,  1848, 
he  married  Maria  C.  Lane,  a daughter  of  See- 
ley Lane.  Three  children  blessed  this  union: 
Elliot  L..  born  July  4,  1850,  married  in  1881, 
Mrs.  Belle  Holt,  and  had  two  children,  Flor- 
ence and  Dwight;  Eva  M.,  born  1854,  married 
October  2,  1884,  Thomas  L.  Parker;  and  Ed- 
win Hamilton.  For  his  second  wife  Edwin 
Bidwell  married.  August  26,  1874,  Mary 

Burnham  Miner,  of  Lyme,  and  one  daughter. 
Marguerite  M.,  born  October  2,  1877,  and  now 
connected  with  the  Emerson  School  of  Ora- 
tory, Boston,  has  been  born  of  this- union. 

Mrs.  Mary  B.  (Miner)  Bidwell  was  a 
daughter  of  Joel  and  Mary  (Hanes)  Peck, 
the  former  born  in  Lyme,  March  7,  1809,  and 
deceased  January  27.  1885,  and  the  latter  born 
in  Lyme  June  26.  1811,  and  deceased  Decem- 
ber 5,  1873.  To  Joel  and  Mary  Peck  were 
born:  Mary  B.,  November  25,  1843;  William, 
of  Lyme;  and  Anna  R.,  of  the  American 
Board  of  Missionary  Teachers  in  the  South. 
Joel  Peel',-  was  a son  of  Daniel,  who'  died  Sep- 
tember 26,  1846,  aged  seventy-two  years. 

Edwin  Hamilton  Bidwell,  M.  D.,  was  born 
in  Haddam,  August  18,  1859,  and  was  an  in- 
fant when  the  family  moved  to-  Deep  River, 
where  he  attended  the  village  school.  At  the 
age  of  thirteen  he  went  to  Middletown  and  en- 
tered the  high  school,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated at  the  age  of  seventeen.  After  teaching 
one  year  in  the  old  Lyme  Academy,  he  took 
up  the  study  of  medicine  at  Yale,  and  a year 
later  entered  the  medical  department  of  Dart- 
mouth College,  where  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  devoted  one  year  to 
hospital  work  in  New  Haven,  and  thus  well 
fitted  for  his  chosen  profession,  he  located  in 
East  Haddam  in  1884,  and  successfully  en- 
gaged in  practice  there,  with  the  exception  of 
a short  time  spent  in  New  Haven.  His  skill 


and  ability  soon  gained  deserved  recognition, 
and  won  for  him  a large  and  lucrative  practice. 

In  East  Haddam  Dr.  Bidwell  married  Miiss 
Laura  Clark,  a daughter  of  Capt.  Lewis  and 
Grace  E.  (Fowler)  Clark,  and  they  have  two 
children:  Helen,  born  August  26,  1884;  and 

Edwin,  born  June  27,  1897.  The  Doctor  is  a 
member  of  the  State  and  County  Medical  So- 
cieties, and  efficiently  served  as  health  officer 
in  East  Haddam.  Politically  he  is  a stanch 
Republican,  thoroughly  interested  in  the  party, 
but  not  an  office  seeker.  Religiously  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

Mrs.  Bidwell  is  a granddaughter  of  Dud- 
ley Clark,  an  extensive  farmer  of  Middlesex 
county,  in  whose  family  were  the  following- 
children  : Henry,  Sheffield,  Dudley,  Lewis 

and  Luzurne. 

Lewis  Clark  was  born  in  Haddam  and 
there  grew  to  manhood.  He  married  Grace  E. 
Fowler,  of  Northford,  a daughter  of  Horace 
Fowler,  and  their  children  were:  Grace  C.. 

who  married  William  E.  Brockett,  of  Fair 
Haven,  Conn. ; Anna  B.,  who  married  a Mr. 
Newcot;  Nettie,  deceased:  Maria  Antoinette, 
who  married  Edward  Gillman,  of  New  Haven; 
Henry  H.,  who  married  Mary  Brockett;  Fred, 
who  wedded  M.  Humstead ; Nellie,  who  died 
in  childhood:  Victoria,  who  married  Merritt 
Parker,  of  Deep  River  ; Laura,  wife  of  Dr.  E. 
H.  Bidwell;  Nina,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Gates,  of  Savbrook,  Conn. ; and  Arthur  M. 
Lewis  Clark  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade,  and 
owned  a number  of  sailing  craft.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty  and  his  wife  passed  away  aged 
fifty-two  years.  In  politics  Mr.  Clark  was  an 
active  Democrat. 

PATRICK  KENNEDY,  a retired  real-es- 
tate dealer,  Middletown,  Middlesex  county, 
who  has  his  home  in  South  Farms,  is  well 
known  in  that  section  of  Middletown,  and  was 
associated  with  some  very  important  real-es- 
tate transactions  in  former  years.  He  is  a 
native  of  Ireland,  born  about  1845,  son  °f 
Patrick  and  Margaret  (Welch)  Kennedy. 
His  family  had  long  been  known  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  his  birthplace,  and  there  his  fa- 
ther, Patrick  Kennedy,  his  grandfather  Mar- 
tin Kennedy,  and  his  great-grandfather,  also 
named  Martin,  were  born,  living  and  dying 
in  the  same  locality.  The  Kennedys  had 
owned  land  for  nine  generations,  and  were 
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well-to-do  people.  Patrick  Kennedy’s  mater- 
nal grandfather,  David  Welch,  was  a mer- 
chant, and  his  family  was  also  prosperous. 

In  1847  Patrick  and  Margaret  Kennedy 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  lived  for  a 
time  in  the  city  of  New  York.  They  brought 
only  two  of  their  family  with  them,  David  and 
Martin.  In  New  York  Martin  died,  and  they 
soon  afterward  removed  to  Massachusetts,  the 
father  engaging  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  a 
suburb  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  which  is  now  a 
part  of  the  city.  There  Ellen  and  Patrick 
joined  their  parents  the  following  year. 
Roger,  the  youngest  child,  did  not  leave  Ire- 
land until  a number  of  years  after  the  others. 
Patrick  and  Margaret  Kennedy  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Martin,  who  died  in  New 

York;  David,  who  died  at  South  Farms,  Au- 
gust 20,  1892  (he  was  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Kennedy  Brothers,  grocers)  ; Ellen,  living 
with  her  brother,  Patrick,  at  South  Farms; 
and  Roger,  mentioned  elsewhere.  The  par- 
ents came  into  Connecticut  after  some  years, 
and  aside  from  a brief  stay  at  Portland  were 
always  residents  of  Middletown,  where  Mr. 
Kennedy  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  and 
his  wife  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  They  were 
buried  in  St.  John’s  cemetery,  and  were  de- 
vout Catholics.  When  Mr.  Kennedy  left  Ire- 
land he  leased  his  land  there,  intending  to  re- 
turn to  attend  to  it ; he  did  not  go  back  at  the 
expected  time,  and  when  he  did  the  settlement 
of  his  business  was  attended  with  much  diffi- 
culty! Returning  to  the  United  States,  he 
brought  back  with  him  his  youngest  son, 
Roger. 

Patrick  Kennedy,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  article,  learned  the  trade  of  ship  carpenter 
and  caulker,  and  worked  in  the  shipyards 
along  the  Connecticut  river.  After  a few 
years  at  this  work  he  joined  his  brother 
David  and  took  contracts  in  the  business, 
working  in  this  line  for  a number  of  years 
along  the  Sound  shore  and  the  Connecticut 
river.  They  were  energetic,  industrious  young 
men,  physically  able  to  work  hard,  ami  with 
their  knowledge  of  the  work  they  met  with 
success  and  accumulated  a handsome  untune 
When  they  abandoned  that  line  they  opened 
a grocery  store  in  'Middletown,  and  for  lilt  ecu 
years  the  firm  of  Kenned)  Brothers  wa  > >ne 
of  the  solid  business  houses  ol  the  city 
the  month  of  April,  Patrick  Kenne  l) 


had  a paralytic  stroke,  which  for  the  time 
entirely  incapacitated  him  for  business.  It  was 
a very  sudden  affliction,  and.  as  the  br  thers 
were  very  close  to  each  other,  it  quite  pr< «- 
trated  David,  whose  death,  in  August,  1892, 
was  apparently  greatly  hastened  bv  the  illness 
of  his  brother.  The  store  was  disposed  of, 
and  as  his  health  returned  Patrick  Kennedy 
took  up  the  real-estate  business.  He  it  w 
owns  ten  tenement  houses,  and  their  care  and 
management  very  largely  occupy  his  mind. 

Mr.  Kennedy  never  married,  and  has  al- 
i ways  remained  at  the  old  home,  which  after 
the  death  of  their  mother  his  sifter  Ellen  con- 
ducted. She  and  Patrick  visited  the  > I 1 Irish 
home  in  the  month  of  July,  1S97.  They  are 
Catholics  in  religion  and  most  estimable  pc  pie. 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  BAKER.  In  the 
[ death  of  Mrs.  Baker,  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Ellen  Reader,  on  March  21. 

I 1895,  there  passed  away  the  oldest  lady  in 
j Middletown,  she  having  passed  her  ninety- 
ninth  birthday. 

Mrs.  Baker  was  the  widow  of  Joseph 

j Baker,  who  died  March  15.  1868,  and  dar.gh- 

I ter  of  Lot  and  Fannie  (Wiseman)  Connell. 

1 She  was  Ixrrn  March  12,  1706.  in  Ireland. 

• - 

In  about  1835  she  came  to  New  Brunswick. 

I and  to  Middletown  in  about  1850.  On  her 
ninety-eighth  birthday,  at  the  anniversary  sup- 
per, she  occupied  the  post  of  honor,  and  re- 
ceived great  attention  from  her  numerous  po>- 
teritv  and  friends  who  were  present  t ■ tender 
their  congratulations  and  good  cheer.  She  was 
then  remarkably  sprightly,  and  was  in  the  pos- 
session of  all  her  faculties.  Her  memory  was 
of  the  keenest,  and  she  was  able  to  recall  in- 
cidents that  had  happened  ninet)  years  hef  re 
Some  weeks  before  her  death  she  fell  and 
broke  her  shoulder,  and  from  that  time  until 
she  passed  away  constantly  failed.  Mr-.  Ba- 
ker left  three  children,  Mrs.  Ellen  Reader, 
Mrs.  Martin  R.  Mehaflfey  (of  Rowley.  Mass  \ 
and  John  W.  Baker:  ten  grandchildren:  and 
over  twenty  great-grandchildren. 

WILLARD  A.  CHAPELL.  The  first  of 
the  Chapel  1 familv  of  whom  we  have  any  au- 
thentic account  is  Jonathan  Giapcll.  a life- 
long resident  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  <»f  seventy-three  years  lie  mar- 
ried Lucv  Way.  and  to  than  were  U»rn  fixe 
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sons,  namely  : Zebadiah  ; John  ; Thomas  Gris- 
wold, who  is  mentioned  below ; Ira,  some  of 
whose  descendants  live  in  Centerbrook ; and 
Oliver. 

Thomas  Griswold  Chapell  was  born  Jan- 
uary 8,  1815,  and  died  January  23,  1881.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Han- 
nah La  Shore,  who  was  born  August  26,  181 1, 
and  died  July  4,  1847.  All  his  children,  five 
in  number,  were  by  this  union,  viz. : John 

Oliver,  born  October  14,  1836;  Charles  Ed- 
win, March  9,  1838;  Albert  Merrick,  Janu- 
ary 3,  1840;  Martha,  January  3,  1842;  Lucy, 
December  30,  1844.  They  were  all  born  in 
Monson,  Mass.  After  the  death  of  the  moth- 
er Mr.  Chapell  returned  to  Lyme,  Conn.,  and 
he  subsequently  married  Mehitable  B.  Lord, 
who  was  born  December  1,  1805,  and  died 
September  11,  1881.  Not  long  after  this  mar- 
riage he  moved  to'  Salem,  Conn.,  of  which  town 
he  remained  a resident  until  his  death,  Janu- 
uary  23,  1881.  Of  his  family,  John  O.  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Port  Hudson,  June  14, 
1863.  Charles  E.  is  mentioned  below.  Al- 
bert M.  died  April  23,  1847.'  Martha  died 
March  23,  1845.  Lucy  was  married  in  Au- 
gust, 1868,  to'  Alfred  A.  Miner,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 19,  1887,  leaving  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  survive  at  this  writing. 

Charles  Edwin  Chapell,  father  of  Willard 
A.,  was  born  March  9,  1838,  in  Monson, 

Mass.,  where  his  parents  lived  for  a time,  and 
he  was  reared  in  Lyme,  Conn.  Through- 
out life  he  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming,  and  he  died  February  15,  1865.  In 
Colchester,  Conn.,  he  was  married,  December 
18,  i860,  U:>  Cynthia  A.  Gallup,  who'  was  born 
January  3,  1834,  in  Lee,  Mass.,  and  is  still 
living  in  Moodus,  Conn.  Her  father  was  a 
grandson  of  Col.  Benadam  Gallup,  an  officer 
in  the  Revolution,  and  was  born  in  Groton, 
moving  to  Lee  when  a young  man.  He  af- 
terward returned  to'  Groton,  where  he  died 
June  28,  1871.  Willard  A.  is  the  eldest 
of  the  two  children  born  to'  Charles  E.  and 
Cynthia  A.  (Gallup)  Chapell.  The  other, 
Charles  E.,  born  June  23,  1865,  married  Ellen 
F.  Watrous,  and  lives  in  Colchester,  Connec- 
ticut. 

Willard  A.  Chapell  was  born  April  4,  1862, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering 
in  East  Haddam,  Middlesex  county.  By  trade 
he  is  a broommaker,  and  for  six  years  he  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brooms  there, 


prior  to  which  time  he  followed  the  same  occu- 
pation in  Westchester.  He  has  been  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  Fannie  N.  Ingra- 
ham, of  Colchester,  who  died  May  9,  1890, 
and  on  February  1,  1891,  he  married  Dora 
Silliman,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Florence 
W.,  born  March  1,  1892.  Mrs.  Chapell  was 
born  April  6,  1865,  and  was  the  only  child  of 
Henry  and  Leonora  (Ackley)  Silliman.  Her 
paternal  grandparents  were  Eliphalet  and 
Nancy  (Fuller)  Silliman,  and  her  maternal 
grandparents  were  Amasa  and  Amanda 
(Clark)  Ackley.  Her  father  was  born  Octo- 
ber 11,  1842,  and  now  resides  in  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.  Her  mother  died  February  22,  1872,  aged 
twenty-nine  years,  and  for  his  second  wife 
Henry  Silliman  married  Nettie  Jenks,  by  whom 
he  has  one  daughter,  Gertrude,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  Leon  D.  Prince,  of  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.,  and  has  one  child,  Leon  D.,  Jr.  Politi- 
cally Mr.  Chapell  is  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  fraternally  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Grange.  She  also 
holds  membership  in  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  both  are  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  them. 

HERMAN  EHLERS  is  one  of  the-  oldest 
employes  of  the  Russell  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, at  Middletown,  Middlesex  county.  He 
was  born  in  Holstein,  Germany,  November  5, 
1846,  and  his  father,  Jasper  Ehlers,  was  a 
small,  but  prosperous  farmer  in  that  country. 
Herman  is  one  of  a family  of  four  children, 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  the  two 
sons  alone  survive.  The  other  is  still  living 
in  Germany.  The  mother  died  when  Herman 
was  but  an  infant. 

Herman  Ehlers  attended  school  until  he 
was  sixteen  years  old,  when  he  was  confirmed, 
and  supposed  to  be  ready  to  take  his  place  as  a 
man  in  the  world.  He  was  apprenticed  to  the 
weaver's  trade  in  Neumunster,  which  was 
quite  a weavers’  center ; the  hand  looms  were 
nearly  all  located  in  private  houses.  While 
Mr.  Ehlers  was  learning  his  trade,  he  ate  and 
slept  in  the  house  where  he  was  serving  his 
apprenticeship',  his  board  being  ,all  the  com- 
pensation he  received,  his  father  having  to 
furnish  his  clothing'.  When  he  had  learned  his 
trade  he  went  to  Prussia  as  a journeyman 
weaver,  and  worked  in  that  country  some  four 
and  a half  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  re- 
turning to  Holstein,  and  setting  up  for  him- 
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self  in  Neudamm,  spinning  woolen  yarn  for 
stockings.  Wishing  to  improve  his  circum- 
stances, and  knowing  that  the  future  for  his 
trade  was  not  bright  in  his  own  country,  he 
decided  to  go  to  America.  In  1873,  taking 
with  him  his  wife  and  his  two  children,  Will- 
iam and  Otto,  he  sailed  from  Hamburg,  Ger- 
many, on  the  vessel  “Touraine,”  landing  in 
New  York.  Coming  directly  to>  Middletown, 
Conn.,  he  found  employment  in  the  ‘‘Star 
Mills,”  of  the  Russell  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, on  Staddle  Hill.  For  three  years  he 
held  that  place,  and  then,  work  becoming  slack 
in  his  trade,  he  found  employment  on  the  farm 
of  A.  M.  Colegrove,  with  whom  he  remained 
for  a time.  He  was  next  taken  into  the  Ar- 
awana  Mills,  of  I.  E.  Palmer,  at  Middletown. 
In  1867  that  gentleman  was  obliged  to  close 
down,  and  Mr.  Ehlers  was  again  taken  into 
the  operative  force  of  the  Russell  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  entering  upon  the  position  in 
which  he  is  now  engaged.  He  built  his  pleas- 
ant home  on  Russell  street,  in  South  Farms, 
and  is  very  cozily  housed. 

Mr.  Elders  was  married  in  Neudamm, 
Germany,  to  Amelia  Lummer,  who  was  born 
May  29,  1843,  and  they  have  had  children  as 
follows:  William,  a joiner  by  trade,  who 

married  Bertha  Neff;  Herman,  who  died  in 
Germany;  Otto,  who  married  Dejna  Henry 
(he  is  also  a joiner)  ; Gustav,  who  died  young; 
Emel  (their  first  born  in  the  United  States), 
a painter,  living  at  home;  Henry,  a joiner; 
Anna,  who  married  Fred  Bellefield;  Annis,  a 
joiner ; Fannie;  Charles,  a clerk;  John;  and 
Frank. 

Mr.  Elders  is  a Democrat,  and  socially  be- 
longs to  Schiller  Lodge,  No.  92,  I.  O.  O.  R. 
and  to  the  German  Sick  Aid  Society.  Our 
subject  is  an  uncle  of  Gustav  Loewenthal.  the 
well-known  contractor  and  builder,  of  Mid 
dletown. 

CHARLES  G.  TUCKER,  a well  known 
and  prosperous  farmer  ol  Durham  t*  \vn, 
Middlesex  county,  is  of  the  fourth  generation 
of  this  name  in  America,  his  great-grand  lathe: 
having  come  from  England  and  having  settled, 
it  is  supposed,  in  Madison  town.  New  Haven 
county,  Connecticut. 

James  W.  Tucker,  grandfather  ot  ( hades 
G.,  resided  in  North  Madison  on  \\  hat  is  kn«  >\\  n 
as  Town  Hill,  and  was  a farmer  all  hi'-  hie 
He  first  married  Ruth  Coe,  a native  ■ t Mi  1- 


dlefield,  Middlesex  county,  who  bore  him  elev- 
en children,  namely:  Mary,  who  was  mar- 

ried to  William  Southmayd,  of  Durham : Hen- 
ry, of  whom  further  mention  will  be  made; 
Abbey,  who  married  William  Harris ; Samuel, 
who  died  in  Fair  Haven:  Nelson,  who  mar- 
ried and  died  at  Stony  Creek,  Branford 
town.  New  Haven  county;  Ruth,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Alfred  Camp,  of  Durham: 
Willis,  who  first  married  Sarah  Wilcox,  and 
next  Mrs.  Clarissa  Dudley,  and  is  living  in 
Madison;  Wealthy,  wife  of  Charles  Thomp- 
son, of  Plainville;  Eliza,  who  married  William 
Coe  of  Durham ; Amy,  who  died  unmarried 
in  Durham;  and  one  child  that  died  unnamed. 
After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Ruth  (Coe)  Tucker. 
James  W.  Tucker  married  Rhoda  Walkley  1 y 
whom  he  became  the  father  ot  two  children, 
Ann,  wife  of  Elv  Stannard,  of  Westbrook; 
and  Oscar,  a resident  of  Baltimore. 

Henry  Tucker,  father  of  Charles  G..  was 
born  August  20.  181 1,  in  North  Madison,  and. 
being  one  of  a large  family  and  his  father  in 
limited  circumstances,  he  was  bound  out.  at  the 
age  of  nine  vears,  to  Deacon  Rossiter.  a tann- 
er in  North  Guilford,  with  whom  he  lived  until 
eighteen  vears  old.  1 1 is  education  wa-  limited 
as  he  attended  the  district  school  a few  short 
terms  only.  On  leaving  Deacon  Rossiter,  he 
went  to  Nortbford,  Conn.,  and  was  employed 
for  a few  years  as  a farm  hand  bv  Levi  Fow- 
ler. He  next  came  to  Durham,  where  he  was 
later  joined  bv  his  sisters.  Abbey  and  Ruth, 
who  kept  house  for  him  and  also  did  tailoring 
at  the  home. 

Henry  Tucker  worked  hard  and  was  eco- 
nomical, and  with  his  savings  bought  a wood- 
lot  in  the  west  side  of  Durham,  and  for  abut 
two  years  was  engaged  in  the  wood  and  char- 
coal business.  He  made  inonev  and  purchased 
a house  and  small  farm  on  Main  street.  Dm  - 
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water  power.  Mr.  Tucker  was  first  a Whig, 
and  later  a Republican,  served  in  the  State 
Legislature  in  1869,  and  held  many  town  of- 
fices, including  that  of  first  selectman.  He  was 
very  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Congregation- 
al Church,  was  a liberal  contributor  to  its  sup- 
port, and  hospitably  entertained  a great  num- 
ber of  the  ministers  of  that  denomination  at 
his  home. 

Mr.  Tucker  married,  March  19,  1838,  Ro- 
silla  Riedell,  who  was  born  April  7,  1817,  in 
Thompson,  Conn.  This  marriage  was  favored 
with  ten  children,  viz. : Mary,  born  January 

4,  1840,  resides  in  Hartford  and  is  the  widow 
of  John  Newton,  late  a farmer  in  Durham; 
Henry,  born  October  19,  1841,  married  Clara 
Bacon,  of  Westfield,  Middletown  town,  where 
he  is  farming;  Charles  G. ; Rose,  born 
September  6,  1846,  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Gil- 
bert, of  Newfield;  Ruth,  born  January  9, 
1849,  was  married  to  T'alcott  P.  Strong,  of 
Durham,  and  died  February  11,  1886;  Maria, 
born  February  17,  1851,  died  July  1,  1851; 
Albert,  born  May  17,  1852,  first  married  Mar- 
ietta Crowell,  and  next  Etta  Frost,  and  is  a 
farmer  in  Middlefield ; James,  born  December 
14,  1855,  married  Martha  Lawrence,  is  living 
in  South  Salem  and  is  a school  teacher;  Cyn- 
thia, born  October  5,  1858,  was  married  Octo- 
ber 5,  1892,  to  Caesar  Bannihar,  and  is  living 
in  New  York;  and  Louie,  born  December  8, 
1862,  was  married  July  24,  1895,  to  John  Ball, 
and  resides  on  the  homestead  in  Durham.  The 
father  of  this  family  was  a very  industrious, 
careful,  honest  and;  entirely  self-made  man, 
and  died  universally  respected,  February  11, 
1892,  his  remains  being  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Durham  cemetery;  his  wife  died  March  28, 
1895,  and  was  buried  beside  the  husband. 

Charles  G.  Tucker  was  born  November 
17,  1843,  in  Durham,  on  the  home  farm,  and  is 
th  third  of  ten  children  born  to  Henry  and 
Rosilla  Tucker,  as  mentioned  above.  He  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  and  at  the  Dur- 
ham Academy  under  Professors  Jewett,  Hub- 
bard and  Griswold.  After  quitting  school,  he 
went  to  Hartford  and  was  employed  in  a saw- 
mill, on  Dutch  Point,  in  the  southeast  part  of 
the  city  and  operated  by  Burgess  & Stevens.  A 
year  later  at  the  request  of  his  parents,  he  re- 
turned to  the  homestead  and  assisted  on  the 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  old.  He 
then  purchased  his  present  farm  across  the 
street  from  the  old  place,  erected  a dwelling 


and  barns,  made  other  necessary  improve- 
ments, and  engaged  in  teaming,  general  farm- 
ing and  charcoal  burning.  In  1877,  he  re- 
moved to  Hamden,  Conn.,  and  ran  a milk  route 
into*  New  Haven  for  about  a year,  but  im- 
paired health  compelled  him  to  desist,  and  he 
returned  to  his  home  in  Durham. 

On  April  28,  1868,  Mr.  Tucker  first  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  Rogers,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 15,  1849,  in  Madison,  Conn.,  a daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Nancy  (Hale)  Rogers,  the 
former  a farmer  in  Madison,  and  who  removed 
to  Durham  but  died  in  New  Haven,  and  his 
wife  Nancy  died  in  Deep  River,  Conn.  To' 
Charles  G.  and  Sarah  (Rogers)  Tucker  was 
born  one  child,  Sarah  B.,  February  13,  1869, 
who-  is  now  the  wife  of  Frank  Kurt,  formerly 
of  Middletown ; they  were  classmates,  and 
graduated  from  the  Wesleyan  University  with 
the  class  of  1899,  and  now  reside  in  Boston, 
Mass.  Mrs.  Sarah  (Rogers)  Tucker  died  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1869,  and  Mr.  Tucker  married,  for 
his  second  wife,  Miss  Eliza  Rogers,  who  was 
born  March  17,  1844,  and  is  a sister  of  his 
first  wife.  This  marriage  has  been  graced 
with  four  children,  viz.:  Wesley  G.,  born 

June  12,  1870,  married  in  February,  1898, 
Nellie  Allen,  and  is  a livery  man  in  Durham; 
Lemuel  R.,  born  February  27,  1873,  married 
Sarah  Siefert,  and  is  a farmer  in  Durham ; 
Charles  M.,  born  June  13,  1880,  is  a mechanic; 
and  Ruth  M.,  born  May  1,  1885,  is  still  at' 
home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Tucker  is  a Republican, 
has  served  as  first  selectman,  was  in  the  State 
Legislature  in  1889,  and  was  on  the  commit- 
tees on  Fisheries  and  Contingent  Expendi- 
tures. He  is  also1  a member  of  Coginchaug 
Council,  No-.  62,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  of  Durham. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  which  they  liberally  contribute  to-  fi- 
nancially, and  no-  family  in  the  town  is  more 
highly  esteemed  than  theirs. 

RUFUS  BAKER,  M.  D.,  deceased.  This 
eminent  member  of  the  medical  profession  was 
in  his  lifetime  probably  the  leading  practition- 
er in  Middlesex  county,  and  was  a noble  and 
lofty  character,  beloved  by  all — a man  who 
sealed  his  every  act  with  the  stamp  of  a true 
and  honest  purpose. 

Dr.  Baker  was  bom  January  7,  1815,  in 
Albion,  Maine,  and  was  the  son  of  farming 
people.  His  mother,  who'  was  a Marshall,  of 
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Belfast,  Maine,  died  when  he  was  a small  boy. 
He  was  reared  to  farming,  and  was  early 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  but  being  a 
capable  and  energetic  young  man,  he  acquired 
a good  education,  and  then  taught  school  to 
enable  him  to  further  increase  his  knowledge. 
In  1844  he  graduated  from  Columbia  Col- 
lege. He  read  medicine  under  a prominent 
physician  in  Maine,  and  began  practicing  when 
a young  man  at  Deep  River,  Conn.,  continuing 
there  until  i860,  when  he  removed  to  Middle- 
town,  where  he  followed  his  profession  until 
his  death,  December  28,  1891.  He  was  bur- 
ied at  Deep  River. 

Dr.  Baker  was  a Republican  in  political 
faith,  and  fraternally  he  was  a member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  he  also 
belonged  to  the  different  medical  societies  of 
the  State  and  county. 

On  November  18,  1844,  Dr.  Baker  mar- 
ried Sarah  Shailer,  who  was  born  at  Haddam, 
May  2,  1824,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
two  children : Sarah  Fisk  died  at  the  age  of 

nine  years;  Charles  Rufus  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Baker  is  a daughter  of  Diodate  and  Eliz- 
abeth  (Rutley  I Shailer,  and  springs  from  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  families  of 
Haddam.  She  attended  the  school  in  her  na- 
tive town,  and  later  a private  school  at  Deep 
River,  Conn.  She  is  the  only  living  child  of 
her  parents,  who  had  a 'family  of  four;  Charles 
A.,  died  in  February,  1900,  in  Deep  River.  Asa 
R.  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight.  Lucre- 
tia  married  John  Rogers,  and  died  in  Middle- 
town.  Elizabeth  Rutley  was  a daughter  of 
Asa  Rutley,  and  Diodate  Shailer  was  the  son 
of  Orrin  Shailer. 

Mrs.  Baker  still  resides  in  Middletown, 
and  has  occupied  her  home  on  College  street 
for  a number  of  years.  She  is  much  esteemed 
and  beloved  by  all  who  know  her.  1 rue  no- 
bility and  genuine  worth  characterize  her,  as 
they  did  also  her  departed  husband.  \ triend 
of  Dr.  Baker  said  he  had  known  the  Doctor 
for  fifty  years,  and  if  lie  had  faults  never  knew 
what  they  were.  I le  was  firm  and  courageous 
and  true  as  steel,  a keen  observer,  and  a pin 
sician  equal  to  any  occasion. 

SAMUEL  B.  WHITBY  has  for  thirty 
years  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Shalcr  & llall 
Quarry  Company  and  its  success. >i  at  l,,,rt 
land,  M iddlesex  c<  >unt  y.  I le  1 
ccssivc  steps  from  the  position  of  an  o\  driver 


to  that  of  superintendent  of  the  quarry,  an  in- 
cumbency he  has  held  for  ten  years,  and  is  re- 
garded to-day  as  one  of  the  ablest  men  in  his 
line  in  the  town.  He  is  thoroughly  practical, 
and  those  who  know  him  best  pronounce  him 
as  good  a citizen,  and  as  fine  a man,  as  he  is 
solid  and  reliable  in  the  business  world. 

Mr.  Whitby  was  born  in  England,  son  of 
Robert  and  Catherine  (Burkhill)  Whitby. 
The  father  was  born  in  the  town  of  Overton. 
Cheshire,  son  of  William  and  Ann  1 Warrell  I 
Whitby.  William  Whitby  was  foreman  in  the 
Weston  quarry  about  t t miles  from  Liv- 
erpool. Fie  was  a skilled  workman,  and  be- 
came very  prosperous.  Robert  Whitby,  his 
father,  lived  on  Church  street.  Frodsham.  and 
was  a successful  farmer.  He  married  a lady 
from  London.  The  family  of  William  Whit- 
by, mentioned  above,  was  as  follows:  Will- 

iam remained  in  England,  and  was  a “scap- 
pler”  in  the  Weston  quarry,  already  noted. 
Mary  married  William  Percival,  and  remained 
in  England.  Ann  married,  and  spent  her  life 
in  England,  as  did  John,  Elizabeth  1 who  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Burkhill ) and  James.  Robert 
was  the  father  of  Samuel  B. 

Robert  Whitby  spent  his  bovhood  and 
youth  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  when  he  be- 
came a voting  man  went  to  w ork  in  the  \\  eston 
quarry.  He  was  married  February  12,  1852, 
in  Trinity  Church.  Overton.  England.  t<>  Miss 
Catherine  Burkhill.  who  was  bom  J lily  24. 
1830,  in  the  town  of  Frodsham.  Cheshire, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (RoMh) 
Burkhill.  Her  mother  was  born  in  Rochdale. 
Lancashire.  Samuel  Burkhill  was  born  in 
Kingley,  ( heshire,  and  was  a tavern-keeper. 

I His  children  were  Benjamin.  Mary.  Catherine, 
and  James:  the  only  one  of  this  family  to  come 
to  the  United  States  was  Catherine.  Mrs. 
Whitby.  On  Sunda>  morning,  \pril  2,  1854* 
Robert  and  Catherine  Whitbt  left  I.iverp<«-1 
on  the  sailing  vessel  "Orient,  bound  lor  the 
United  Stati  ',  and  Maji  12th,  of  the  same  year 
they  landed  at  New  York.  I hev  were  coming 
to  Portland,  where  lie  was  c>nhdent  of  secur- 
ing work,  and  so  thev  took  the  steamer  to  Mid* 
lletown.  lie  was  given  place  as  a “scappler  ' 
in  the  Middlesex  quarrv,  where  he  folio  wed 
that  business  during  his  active  \rars.  Mr. 
Whitby  was  a severe  sufferer  from  rheumatism 

for  eight  years,  and  spent  a vear  and  a half 
in  Dr.  I hrall  s institute,  in  New  N ork.  but 
' could  secure  no  relief  He  died  January  13. 
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1866,  and  was  buried  in  the  Episcopal  Church 
cemetery  at  Portland.  Politically  he  was  a 
Republican.  He  united  with  the  Odd  Fellows 
while  in  England,  and  was  also1  a member  of 
a society  of  quarrymen  there,  and  of  a mutual 
benefit  fraternity,  in  which  he  kept  up  his  dues 
until  his  death.'  He  was  a good  workman,  and 
an  upright  man.  His  widow  married  Dea- 
con Isaac  Hobson,  then  residing  in  Portland, 
and  bore  him  two  children  : John  Henry,  now 

a clerk  in  the  freight  office  of  the  Consolidated 
Railroad,  at  Middletown;  and  Frederick,  a 
resident  of  Portland.  To  Mr.  Whitby  she 
bore  the  following  children : Samuel  B. ; 

William  H.,  the  subject  of  a sketch  elsewhere; 
Elizabeth  Booth,  who  died  when  one  year  and 
eleven  months  old;  Robert  James,  who  lived  in 
Middletown  until  his  death,  June  29,  1897; 
and  Frederick  H.,  living  in  Portland.  Mr. 
Hobson  died  in  England,  his  native  land, 
whither  he  had  gone  in  search  of  health,  and 
is  buried  at  Birkenhead,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred. Mrs.  Hobson,  who*  is  still  living,  at 
an  advanced  age,  is  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Church,  and  is  a highly  respected  resident 
of  Portland. 

Samuel  B.  Whitby  was  born  November  12, 
1852,  at  Five  Crosses,  near  Frodsham,  Che- 
shire, England,  where  the  first  year  and  a half 
of  his  life  was  spent.  The  family  located  at 
Gildersleeve  011  their  arrival  in  this  country, 
and  when  the  lad  was  old  enough  he  became  a 
student  of  Miss  Overton.  Later  he  attended 
a school  that  stood  near  the  present  site  of 
Waverly  Hall.  His  school  days  were  early 
ended  by  the  death  of  his  father,  which  left 
the  widowed  mother  with  a family  of  young 
children.  Samuel  B.,  the  eldest,  was  only 
thirteen,  but  he  went  to  work  at  whatever  his 
tender  age  would  permit.  For  two*  years  he 
was  engaged  by  Elisha  Hale,  a farmer  of  Glas- 
tonbury, at  six  dollars  a month ; his  wages 
went  to  his  mother  and  proved  a substantial 
addition  to  her  slender  and  precarious  income. 
On  April  1,  1869,  the  young  lad  went  to  work 
in  the  Shaler  & Hall  Quarry,  driving  oxen, 
for  which  he  received  a dollar  a day.  After 
a year  of  this  work  he  was  promoted  to*  the 
hoistipg  machine,  and  then  made  foreman  on 
the  rock,  and  finally  became  superintendent  of 
the  quarry,  a position  he  has  held  to*  the  present 
time.  He  has  built  up  a reputation  as  one  of 
the  ablest  men  who*  have  ever  come  to  the  front 


in  the  Portland  quarries.  He  is  a stockholder 
in  the  Shaler  & Hall  Quarry. 

Mr.  Whitby  and  Mary  Simpson  were  mar- 
ried June  17,  1875.  She  was  born  in  Port- 
land August  11,  1857,  daughter  of  Edward 
and  Julia  (Penfield)  Simpson,  the  former  of 
whom  died  when  she  was  but  four  years  old. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitby  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  Anna  Louise;  Nellie, 

who  died  when  six  months  old;  Mary  Frances; 
and  Samuel  Milton.  Mr.  Whitby  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  takes  a decided  interest  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  party.  Fraternally  he  is  a Mason, 
belonging  to  Warren  Lodge,  No*.  51,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  Freestone  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.;  and 
is  a charter  member  of  the  Portland  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F. 

Mr.  Whitby  paid  a visit  to  his  native  land 
in  November,  1873,  and  did  not  return  until 
the  following  March.  He  made  the  outward 
voyage  on  the  “City  of  Chester,’’  and  returned 
on  the  “City  of  Richmond,”  both  of  the  Inman 
Line.  In  1890  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitby  located 
in  their  excellent  home  at  the  corner  of  Fair- 
view  and  East  Main  streets,  which  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  desirable  homes  in  the  town. 

FRANK  H.  FRISSELL,  superintendent 
of  the  Russell  Manufacturing  Company,  and 
a resident  of  South  Farms,  is  probably  one  of' 
the  most  efficient  men  in  the  textile  line  in  the 
United  States,  and  perhaps  no  other  man 
so  young  in  years  is  filling  so  responsible  a 
position  in  the  State.  He  was  born  in  Thomp- 
son, Conn.,  in  1871,  a son  of  Albert  and  Mary 
A.  (Bennett)  Frissell. 

Mr.  Frissell’s  ancestors-  in  the  paternal 
line  were  residents  of  Thompson  for  several 
generations,  and  his  mother’s  progenitors  be- 
longed to  an  old  New  England  family.  They 
were  all  highly  respectable  people,  and  Mr. 
Frissell  began  the  world  with  a heritage  of 
intellect,  moral  purpose  and  upright  tendencies 
that  lias  not  been  wronged  by  his  career.  He 
attended  the  Thompson  schools  until  he  en- 
tered the  Philadelphia  Textile  School,  which 
is  regarded  as  the  best  of  the  kind  in  the  Unit- 
ed States.  There  he  gained  a knowledge  of 
the  business  both  in  theory  and  practice  which 
he  has  followed  with  much  credit  to  himself. 
In  1890  he  accepted  the  position  of  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  Russell  Manufacturing 
Company.  He  filled  the  position  with  such 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


97* 


satisfaction  to  the  management,  that  in  May, 
1896,  he  was  made  superintendent  of  the  fac- 
tory, and  is  still  holding  this  position.  He  is 
a young  man  of  unusual  worth  and  character, 
skilled  in  his  work,  and  thoroughly  familiar 
with  every  detail. 

On  November  1,  1893,  Mr.  Frissell  mar- 
ried Miss  Edith  Lillian  Allison,  who  was  born 
on  Summer  street  South  Farms,  a daughter 
of  Abel  and  Frances  M.  ( Woodworth)  Allison, 
one  of  the  best  families  of  Middletown.  They 
have  two  children  : Ralph  Allison,  born  No- 

vember 13,  1896;  and  Frank  H.,  Jr.,  horn  Jan- 
uary 22,  1902. 

Mr.  Frissell  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arca- 
num. In  his  religious  belief  he  is  a Baptist, 
while  Mrs.  Frissell  is  a Congregationalist. 
They  have  many  friends,  and  are  very  popular 
in  the  community. 

DWIGHT  J.  PAYNE,  for  several  years 
an  enterprising  young  manufacturer  at  Mid- 
dletown, was  born  August  21,  1866,  on  the 
Payne  homestead,  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
the  town  of  Portland,  Middlesex  county,  son 
of  Reuben  and  Abbey  (Bell)  Payne. 

Reuben  Payne,  father  of  Dwight  J.,  was 
born  on  the  same  homestead  August  29,  1820, 
was  reared  as  a farmer  lad,  and  was  educated 
in  the  Penfield  Hill  district  school  and  at  the 
academy  of  Daniel  H.  Chase,  in  Middletown. 
He  had  a strong  inclination  towards  mechan- 
ics, and  wanted  to  engage  in  that  line  of  work, 
but  his  father  persuaded  him  to  adhere  to  ag- 
ricultural pursuits,  and  to  encourage  him  in 
this  respect  presented  him  with  a small  farm 
near  by,  to  which  he  added,  and  on  which  he 
followed  general  farming,  giving  special  at- 
tention to  fruit  growing,  particularly  peaches, 
in  which  latter  industry  he  and  his  brothers 
were  among  the  few  engaged  at  that  time,  and 
in  which  he  met  with  complete  success. 

Reuben  Payne  first  married  Man  Norton 
Clark,  a native  of  East  Hampton,  daughter  of 
Amos  and  and  Mary  I'..  1 Norton)  t lark,  the 
latter  a direct  descendant  < >f  Re\  J<  >hn 
ton,  the  first  Congregational  minister  m bast 
Hampton,  and  a soldier  of  the  I rencli  and 
Indian  war.  To  this  marriage  came  three 
children,  viz.:  Emma  N.,  born  October  t. 

1852,  was  married  to  I).  \\  . Cornwall,  of 
Portland;  Charles,  born  in  November.  1X57, 
died  in  January,  1858.  Miss  Jennie  P..  bom 
August  23,  1 850,  reside^  in  New  lla\en  M- 


Mary  N.  (Clark)  Payne  passed  away  Novem- 
ber 16,  1862,  and  Reuben  Payne  chose  for  his 
second  wife  Abbey  Bell,  whom  he  married  in 
Akron,  Ohio,  April  15,  1865.  She  was  born 
in  Connecticut  November  9.  183S.  a daughter 
of  Edwin  and  Prudence  M.  (Abbey)  Bell.  To 
this  second  marriage  was  born  Dwight  J. 
Payne.  Mrs.  Abbey  (Bell)  Payne  was  called 
away  in  February,  18.67.  and  her  husband  sur- 
vived until  February  27,  1897;  his  remains  lie 
interred  in  the  Eastern  cemeterv  of  Portland. 
Reuben  Payne  was  a prominent  member  1 f 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Portland,  in 
which  he  was  a deacon  tor  many  years.  In 
politics  he  was  a stanch  Republican,  and  held 
several  town  offices,  for  several  rear-  serving 
on  the  board  of  selectmen.  He  was  greatly 
esteemed  in  his  community. 

Dwight  J.  Payne  was  educated  in  the  Pen- 
field  Hill  school  under  Prof.  F.  A.  Lilley.  and 
others,  later  attended  the  Portland  high  school, 
and  still  later  the  Eastman  Business  College  at 
Poughkeepsie.  N.  Y..  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1884.  On  his  return  to  Middletown  he  was 
employed  as  clerk  in  the  hardware  j-mre  of 
Noxon  & Whitney,  with  wlv  m he  remained 
until  the  fall  of  1887.  and  in  March,  1888.  he 
established  the  business  in  Middletown  which 
grew  rapidly  year  by  year,  under  his  individual 
name  conducting  an  industry  unlike  any  other 
in  the  country — the  manufacture  of  hammock 
chairs  and  hammock  frames,  swinging  chairs 
and  frames,  folding  ironing  tables,  wash  1 witch- 
es, etc.,  from  patents  granted  \V  ilhur  I*. 
Parmelee,  father-in-law  of  Mr.  Payne,  at  dit 
ferent  times  since  1888.  I he  factory  building, 
on  Silver  street,  has  three  floors,  all  full)  util 
ized,  the  ground  floor  being  a fully  c<|uip|K*d 
woodworking  establishment,  lurnished  with 
power  by  a fifteen-horse-|>ower  engine.  1 he 


material  comes  as  seasoned  lun 

,her.  all  of 

work  is  done  on  the  premises.  . 

md  on  leav 

the  factory  the  goods  are  read) 

for  use. 

chairs  and  frames  arc  unlike  an) 

produced  c 

where,  and  are  in  a variety  01 

makes. 

goods  immediately  jumped  into 

|x*pular  fai 

and  the  hammock,  lawn  and  sv 

i inging  cha 

and  the  frames  as  well,  arc  now  1 

m use  at  net 

all  summer  resorts,  and  on  the  1 

grounds  of 

vatc  residences.  Hie  product 

of  the  fact 

found  ready  sale  in  ever)  part 

of  the  Uni 

some  exporting  also  !»emg  dor 

ie  through 

large  commission  houses. 

Each  year  the  business  has  1 

reu  double  l 

972 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


of  the  year  preceding,  and  the  volume  for  1895 
was  more  than  three  times  that  of  1894.  In 
addition  to  the  chairs  already  spoken  of  oth- 
ers for  different  purposes  are  also-  being  made. 
The  reclining  chair  has  developed  into'  an  ex- 
tremely comfortable  and  ornamental  parlor 
chair,  while  the  physician’s  and  surgeon’s  chair 
made  in  this  establishment  covers  a greater 
range  of  use  than  that  of  any  other  maker.  Its 
•cost  is  less  than  one-half  that  of  others,  it  ad- 
mits of  compact  folding,  is  easily  moved 
about,  and  is  already  commended  by  some  of 
the  most  eminent  practitioners.  All  the  goods 
produced  are  embodiments  of  the  ideas  of 
Wilbur  F.  Parmelee,  and  he  has  many  other 
specialties  in  process  of  completion.  The  bus- 
iness is  yet,  virtually,  in  its  infancy,  and  is  sus- 
ceptible of  vast  development. 

Dwight  J.  Payne  was  married,  June  12, 
1889,  to  Miss  Edla  L.  Parmelee,  who  was  born 
May  20,  1868,  and  is  a daughter  of  Wilbur  F. 
and  Lodisca  C.  (Blatchley)  Parmelee.  This 
marriage  has  been  graced  with  four  children, 
viz.:  Reuben  B.,  born  April  10,  1890,  who 

died  in  August,  18921;  Wilbur  B.,  born  No- 
vember  24,  1891  ; Kenneth  M.,  born  Septem- 
ber 12,  1893;  and  Gabriella,  born  September 
8,  1897.  In  politics  Mr.  Payne  is  a Repub- 
lican, but  he  takes  very  little  interest  in  party 
affairs,  except  to'  see  that  his  vote  is  regularly 
cast.  Religiously  he  is  a member  of  the  Port- 
land Congregational  Church. 

Wilbur  Fiske  Parmelee,  father  of  Mrs. 
Dwight  J.  Payne,  was  born  November  4,  1839, 
in  the  Lane  District,  in'  the  northern  part  of 
the  town  of  Killingworth,  Middlesex  Co., 
Conn.,  son  of  Eliab  and  Lucy  Philetta  (Lynde) 
Parmelee. 

Eliab  Parmelee,  great-grandfather  of  Will- 
im  F.,  was  a farmer  in  the  Lane  District.  He 
married  Rachel  Smith,  and  had  a family  of 
seven  children,  viz.:  Eliab,  born  October  13, 

1775;  Bani,  who  first  married  Temperance 
Kelsey,  and  second.  Charity  Angevine,  and 
lived  in  what  is  now  known  as  Cromwell,  Mid- 
dlesex county;  Nathaniel,  who  died  in  infan- 
cy; Caroline,  who  married  Noah  Hill,  a farm- 
er of  North  Madison,  New  Haven  county; 
Olive,  married  to  David  Kelsey,  a farmer  of 
Killingworth : Rachel,  who  married  Orrin 

Parmelee,  of  the  same  place;  and  Mabel,  wife 
of  John  Hull,  also  of  Killingworth. 

Eliab  Parmelee,  grandfather  of  Wilbur  F. 
Parmelee,  was  a very  prominent  farmer  resid- 


ing on  the  homestead  in  Killingworth,  held 
many  of  the  town  offices,  and  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He 
married  Lydia  Pierson,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Rebecca  (Parmelee)  Pierson,  who  was  of 
the  fourth  generation  in  descent  from  Rev. 
Abraham  Pierson,  the  first  president  of  Yale 
College.  The  children  of  Eliab  and  Lydia 
Parmelee  were  eleven  in  number,  namely : Al- 
fred, born  April  14,  1798,  married  Sylvia  Rut- 
ty; he  engaged  in  farming,  lived  for  awhile  in 
Twinsburg,  Ohio,  and  removed  to  Perry,  Ind., 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Harlow,  born  June  23,  1800,  died  in  1803. 
Philemon,  born  February  17,  1802,  died  Oc- 
tober 6,  1803.  Rebecca,  born  August  18,  1804, 
was  first  married  to  Lemuel  Parmelee,  and  lat- 
er to  Abel  Wilcox,  and  died  November  5,  1888. 
Harlow  (2),  born  February  10,  1807,  was  a 
farmer  and  stonemason,  and  died  unmarried  at 
Newark,  N.  T.,  when  twenty-eight  years  old. 
Philo,  born  May  3,  1809,  was  a farmer  in  Kil- 
lingworth, and  later  became  a manufacturer 
in  Haddam,  where  he  died  April  11,  1878:  he 
married  Phebe  Johnson.  Maria,  born  Novem- 
ber 23,  1811,  married  Lorenzo  Parmelee,  and 
died  in  Killingworth,  September  28,  1875, 
Caroline,  born  June  22,  1814,  is  the  widow  of 
William  Seward  Hull,  who  was  horn  Decem- 
ber 8,  1812  ; he  was  a school  teacher  and  farmer 
in  Killingworth,  and  later  moved  to  Madison, 
New  Haven  county,  where  he  held  the  office  of 
deputy  sheriff  twenty-eight  years,  and  also 
every  office,  except  town  clerk,  within  the  gift 
of  the  people  ; he  died  there  November  18, 
1890,  his  widow  now  making  her  home  in 
Meriden,  Conn.,  with  her  daughter,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  F.  P.  Griswold.  Eliab  H..  the 
ninth  of  the  family,  was  the  father  of  Wilbur 
F.  Linus,  born  May  29,  1819,  died  in  June, 
1819.  Lydia,  twin  of  Linus,  was  first  mar- 
ried to  Edward  Nettleton,  and  subsequently  to 
Flezekiah  Willard. 

Eliab  Harvey  Parmelee,  father  of  Wilbur 
F.,  was  born  in  the  Lane  District,  Killing- 
worth,  November  27,  1816,  and  there  passed 
his  early  life  on  the  home  farm.  He  received 
his  early  education  in  the  district  schools,  and 
for  a short  time  attended  a select  school.  He 
was  very  apt:  and  for  thirty  consecutive  win- 
ters after  he  had  acquired  his  own  education 
taught  in  the  various  towns  throughout  the 
lower  part  of  Middlesex  countv.  being  one  of 
the  best  known  teachers  of  the  section.  On 
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one  occasion,  while  attending  a teacher’s  con- 
vention, he  found  that  fully  one-half  of  the 
members  had  been  his  former  pupils.  He  was 
also  a local  Methodist  preacher,  and  was  wide- 
ly and  favorably  known  in  that  capacity.  In 
all  religious  movements  he  was  very  active, 
and  he  was  famous  as  a temperance  lecturer. 
In  his  later  years  he  joined  the  Middlesex 
County  Congregational  Association,  and  served 
as  a Congregational  minister  in  Portland, 
Lebanon  and  Long  Ridge,  his  last  charge  be- 
ing at  River  Head,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  died  July  30,  1890;  his  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Pine  Grove  cemetery,  at  Middletown, 
Conn.  He  was  a most  popular  citizen,  held 
many  of  the  town  offices  in  Killingworth,  and 
was  electetd  from  that  town  to  serve  in  the 
State  Legislature  as  a non-partisan. 

Eliab  H.  Parmelee  married  Lucv  P.  Lynde, 
a native  of  Chester,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn., 
born  March  15,  1816.  She  bore  her  husband 
eight  children,  as  follows : Harlow  Marancey, 
born  July  21,  1838,  died  October  2,  1842. 
Wilbur  Fiske  is  mentioned  below.  Octavius 
Lyndon,  born  December  20,  1841,  married 
Emma  Munger;  he  was  a school  teacher,  and 
died  in  Killingworth.  Edson  Harvey,  born 
January  1,  1844,  wras  a mechanic,  and  resided 
in  Middletown ; he  died  unmarried.  Samuel 
Benjamin,  born  April  30,  1846,  resides  in  Sar- 
atoga, N.  Y.,  and  is  a manufacturer  of  patent 
medicines ; he  has  been  twice  married.  Dens- 
more  Cleveland,  born  February  27,  1849,  mar- 
ried  Elvina  Arnold,  resides  in  New  Haven, 
and  is  a traveling  salesman.  Morelle  Edgar- 
ton,  born  October  12,  1853,  died  April  19, 

1866.  Solon  Webster,  born  July  20,  1857. 
was  a traveling  salesman.  Mrs.  Lucy  P. 
( Lynde)  Parmelee.  the  venerated  mother  of 
this  family,  was  called  away  August  4.  1889, 
and  her  remains  were  also  interred  in  Pine 
Grove  cemetery,  Middletown,  where  she  died. 

Wilbur  Fiske  Parmelee  was  well  educated 
in  the  district  schools  and  at  Guilford  Insti 
tute,  under  I *r< > 1 . Mack  and  others  For  ei 
winters  he  taught  school,  in  Killingworth. 
Chester  and  I Iaddam,  and  during  the  summci  s 
was  employed  in  Lancs  a\  handle  lactoiy  as 
a wood  worker.  He  was  also  for  a time  em- 
ployed at  Unionville,  doing  contract  work  on 
Loin  stocks  for  a Mr.  Bunnell;  while 
in  Chester  he  was  employed  in  summer  in  Sdh- 
man’s  wood-working  factory,  making  woo  en 


inkstands,  for  which  there  was  a great  demand 
during  the  Civil  war. 

In  1868  Mr.  Parmelee  relinquished  the 
ferule,  came  to  Middletown,  and  for  many 
years  acted  as  a sewing  machine  agent,  at  one 
time  being  manager  of  the  western  business  of 
the  Victor  Sewing  Machine  Company.  In 
1888  he  entered  the  employ  of  D.  J.  Payne, 
his  son-in-law,  whose  business  is  fully  de- 
scribed in  the  early  part  of  this  sketch.  Mr. 
Parmelee  does  the  inventing,  and  Mr.  Payne 
the  executing. 

Wilbur  F.  Parmelee  was  first  married  in 
Haddam,  January  29,  1803,  by  Rev.  Isaac 
Sanford,  to  Lodisca  Clarinda  Blatchley,  who 
was  born  December  9,  1839,  and  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  W.  and  Rebecca  (Smith)  Blatch- 
ley, of  Haddam.  This  lady  died  April  22, 
1881,  and  was  buried  in  Pine  Grove  cemetery, 
at  Middletown.  She  was  the  mother  of  four 
children,  viz.:  Bertha  Edmea,  born  March  I, 

1865,  in  Chester,  was  married  Aug.  29,  1883. 
to  Willett  D.  Blenus,  of  South  Farms,  and 
1 has  borne  her  husband  four  children — Bertha 
| (deceased),  Maude,  Walter  ^deceased),  and 
Claude.  Mrs.  Dwight  J.  Payne  is  the  second 
in  the  family.  Nettie  May,  the  third,  was 
' born  May  30,  1872.  and  died  May  3.  1873. 

| Lucy  Rebecca,  the  fourth,  was  born  February 
i 27,  1876,  and  was  married  August  30.  1899, 
to  George  J.  F'isher,  the  well-known  jeweler 
i of  Middletown.  1 he  second  marriage  of  Mr. 
Parmelee  took  place  in  Boston,  Mass.,  June 
13.  1882,  to  Mrs.  Gabriella  (Wilson)  Elliott, 
who  was  lx>rn  in  Lowell,  Mass..  Scptcml>cr  1. 
1837.  There  have  been  no  children  by  this 
union. 

Mr.  Parmelee  is  a stanch  Prohibitionist. 
He  has  been  school  \isitor  in  Middletown,  He 
and  his  family  are  members  of  the  South  Farms 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  was  Sun- 
day-school superintendent  for  twenty  years, 
but  resigned  in  1899. 

MISS  LARISSA  SIIAII  KK.  until  re- 
cently a resident  of  the  town  of  bast  Haddam. 
Middlesex  county,  now  of  Hamburg.  New 
London  Co.,  Conn.,  enjoys  the  unique  distinc 
tion  of  having  lived  in  three  centuries,  and  pre 
serves  her  faculties  to  a remarkable  degree 
Until  a short  time  ago  she  resided  in  the  old 
town  of  Tylerville.  in  Haddam.  where  her  long 
and  useful  life  has  l>een  passed,  amid  the  quiet 
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scenes  and  uneventful  experiences  of  more  than 
a century.  She  has  maintained  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  the  community  to  the  highest  de- 
gree. 

Miss  Shailer  was  born  on  the  Shailer 
homestead,  in  Haddam,  September  21,  1800, 
and  at  the  dawning  of  the  nineteenth  century 
was  an  infant  of  little  more  than  three  months. 
The  nineteenth  century  unrolled  its  wonderful 
panorama  of  progress  before  her,  and  she  has 
witnessed  and  participated  in  the  most  won- 
derful advance  ever  made  by  man.  The  world 
has  indeed  rolled  round  and  passed  from  win- 
ter to  summer  in  every  field  of  human  thought 
and  feeling  since  her  advent.  She  has  seen 
the  marvelous  growth,  by  leaps  and  bounds,  of 
what  was  then  a small  and  feeble  Republic  into 
one  of  the  great  powers  of  the  world.  The 
weak  confederation  of  the  year  1800  has  be- 
come the  great  world  power  of  the  year  1900. 
She  has  seen  sailing  vessels  give  way  to  beau- 
tiful and  palatial  steamers  on  the  lovely  stream 
that  has  flowed  unchanged  through  all  the 
3rears  in  sight  of  her  home.  She  has  seen  the 
stage  give  way  to  the  drawing-room  car  and  the 
trolley  car.  She  has  seen  the  world' of  wonders 
which  the  discovery  and  application  of  electric- 
ity to  industry  has  revealed — the  family  horse 
displaced  by  light  vehicles,  propelled  by  steam 
or  electricitv,  which  daily  pass  her  door.  The 
world  of  religion  has  been  transformed;  the 
methods  and  ambitions  of  education  have 
greatly  changed,  and  she  survives,  the  last  sur- 
viving member  of  an  order  long  since  gone. 
The  companions  of  her  girlhood  and  the  as- 
sociates of  her  womanhood  have  vanished,  but 
she  is  still  cheerful  and  happy,  and  has  every 
propect  of  living  for  some  years  longer.  Her 
home  for  a number  of  years  was  with  B.  H. 
Annis  and  family,  where  she  was  tenderly 
cared  for  and  reverently  regarded,  but  she  now 
lives  with  relatives  in  Hamburg.  All  her  fac- 
ulties are  awake  and  vigorous ; she  can  read, 
knit,  converse  readily,  and  takes  daily  exercise 
out  of  doors. 

Miss  Shailer’s  first  paternal  ancestor  in  the 
State  was  Thomas  “Shaler"  (now  spelled  with 
an  “i”),  who  came  to  Haddam  in  1662,  as  one 
of  the  original  settlers  and  proprietors  of  the 
town.  The  line  is  traced  from  him  down 
through  (II)  Thomas  Shailer,  Jr.,  (II)  Hez- 
kiah  Shailer,  (IV'1  Hezekiah  Shailer,  Jr.,  and 
(V)  Russell  Shailer,  the  father  of  (VI)  La- 
rissa. On  her  mother’s  side  Miss  Shailer  is  de- 


scended from  James  Wells,  another  original 
settler,  who  was  the  great-great-grandfather 
of  her  mother,  Ann  W ells. 

ROBERT  W.  BINGHAM,  a prominent 
citizen  of  East  Haddam,  Middlesex  county, 
whose  life  has  been  devoted  tO'  agricultural 
pursuits,  is  a descendant  of  Gideon  Bingham, 
a native  of  England,  who  came  to  this  country 
with  his  brother,  but  the  latter  afterward  re- 
turned to  England.  Gideon  first  located  in 
Boston  and  later  removed  to  Canterbury, 
Windham  Co.,  Conn.  He  had  twelve  sons,  all 
of  whom  were  over  six  feet  tall. 

Eliphalet  Bingham,  a son  of  Gideon,  was 
born  in  Windham,  May  4,  1740,  and  was  ten 
years  old  when  the  family  removed  to  Canter- 
bury. He  married  Sarah  Underwood,  who 
was  born  in  East  Greenwich,  R,  I.,  April  2, 
1742,  and  died  in  East  Hjaddam,  C'onn.,  De- 
cember 23,  1816,  while  he  died  in  Plainfield, 
May  2,  1816.  In  their  family  were  ten  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  were  born  in  Plainfield  with 
the  exception  of  the  second,  who-  was  born  in 
Canterbury.  They  were  as  follows : Mrs. 

Mary  Thayer,  born  May  1,  1762,  died  June  14, 
i860;  Eliphalet,  born  January  27,  1764,  died 
October  1,  1823;  Lydia,  born  January  19, 
1 766,  died  February  6,  1801  ; Sarah,  born  July 
1,  1767;  Thomas,  born  May  22,  1769,  died  in 
Williamstown,  Mass.,  September  9,  1859; 

Mrs.  Hannah  Vaughn,  born  February  25, 
T771,  died  in  Plainfield,  February  21,  1849; 
Ruth,  born  April  28,  1774;  Elizabeth,  born 
February  28,  1776,  died  October  14,  1777; 
Elisha,  born  June  4,  1780,  died  in  Williams- 
town, Mass.,  December  23,  1863;  and  Elijah 
Alonzo,  grandfather  of  Robert  W.,  completes 
the  family. 

Elijah  AlonzO'  Bingham,  was  born  in  Plain- 
field,  Canterbury,  Conn.,  March  6,  1785,  and 
died  in  East  Haddam,  June  17,  1864,  having 
come  to  this  town  in  1810.  He  was  a man  of 
some  military  prominence,  serving  as  lieuten- 
ant colonel  in  the  local  militia,  and  his  com- 
mission is  still  preserved  by  our  subject.  For 
many  years  he  also  served  as  deputy  sheriff 
of  Middlesex  county.  In  East  Haddam  he 
was  married  November  20,  1810,  to  Abigail 
Cone,  who  belonged  to  one  of  the  oldest  fam- 
ilies of  that  town.  Her  father,  Elisha  Cone, 
was  born  April. 8,  1766,  and  was  married  Sep- 
tember 28,  1786,  to  Elizabeth  Tracey,  who 
was  born  July  5,  1768.  They  had  two  chil- 
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dren:  Stephen,  born  September  18,  1787;  and 
Abigail,  born  May  13,  1791.  In  the  family  of 
Elijah  A.  and  Abigail  (Cone)  Bingham  were 
the  'following  children:  Elijah,  born  January 
20,  1812,  married  Rosella  Daniels  and  died  in 
Middlefield,  Conn. ; S.  Abigail  died  young ; 
Elisha  C.,  father  of  Robert  W.,  was  next  in 
order  of  birth;  William  B.,  born  Septem- 
ber 2,  1816,  married  Amelia  Smith,  of 

Moodus,  and  had  two  children,  Sarah  and 
Mary;  Susan,  born  August  13,  1818,  died 
December  11,  1834;  Fannie  Griffin,  born 

May  28,  1820,  married  Jonah  Chapman; 

Carile  Cone,  born  August  22,  1823,  mar- 
ried Allen  S.  Newell,  of  Auburndale,  Fla., 
who  died  in  February,  1898,  and  they  had  one 
daughter,  Ellen  C,  deceased;  Thomas,  born 
August  28,  1826,  died  September  18,  1826; 
Mary  Abigail,  born  February  22,  1829,  mar- 
ried John  I.  Tracey,  of  Madison,  Conn.,  and 
they  now  reside  in  East  Haddam ; and  Benja- 
min died  young. 

Elisha  C.  Bingham,  father  of  Robert  W., 
was  born  December  12,  1814,  and  died  in 
June,  1882.  He  was  a prominent  farmer  and 
lumberman  and  one  of  the  representative  citi- 
zens of  East  Haddam,  occupying  most  of  the 
local  offices,  including  that  of  selectman,  and 
serving  in  the  Legislature  in  1868.  In  times 
past  the  family  have  always  been  identified 
with  the  Congregational  Church,  and  be  was 
no  exception  in  this  regard,  being  an  active 
church  worker.  He  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Julia  Etta  Cone,  by  whom  he 
had  nine  children,  namely:  Elijah  A.,  born 

May  6,  1838,  served  in  the  Twenty-second 
Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry  during  the 
Civil  war  and  is  now  a resident  of  Brooklyn. 
N.  Y. ; William  Henry  Harrison,  born  Janu 
ary  20,  1840,  served  as  first  lieutenant  in  the 
First  Connecticut  Artillery  and  is  a resident 
of  Northampton,  Mass.;  Charles  Elisha,  born 
March  28,  1841,  lives  in  Haverstraw,  X.  : 
Eliphalet  N.,  born  October  15.  1842,  was  a 
member  of  the  First  Connecticut  Hcaw  Ar 
tillery  and  died  in  the  service;  John  I* tiller, 
born  October  25,  1844,  was  a member  of  the 
Sixteenth  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry.  and 
was  killed  at  Antietam;  Wells  \nderson,  1*.  a n 
August  7,  184b,  enlisted  at  the  age  oi  sister 
years  in  the  Sixteenth  Connecticut  Winnie  1 
Infantry,  and  is  now  a resident  of  New  Wrk 
City;  George  Cone,  born  Ma\  .'8,  1850.  lives 
in  Thomaston,  (Dun.;  Robert  Wellington, 


born  August  7.  1851.  is  mentioned  below;  and 
Marv  Julia,  born  June  10,  1S53.  died  at  the 
age  of  ten  years.  For  his  second  wife  the  fa- 
ther married  Maria  M.  (House)  Gates,  of 
Glastonbury,  Conn.,  and  to  them  were  born 
five  children : Ralph  Edmunds,  born  April  6, 

1858,  died  young;  Allen  R.,  born  May  10, 
j 1859,  is  a resident  of  New  Bedford.  Mass.; 
Ann  Sophia,  born  ‘October  5.  i860,  died  in 
childhood;  Hattie  Marie,  born  November  28. 
j 1861,  also  died  in  childhood;  and  Ruth  Ann. 
born  December  29,  1862,  is  a resident  of  New 
Bedford,  Massachusetts. 

On  the  maternal  side  Robert  W.  Bingham 
traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Daniel  Cone,  who 
came  to  this  country  from  Scotland  in  1662, 
and  was  born  in  1625  and  died  in  1706.  The 
next  in  direct  descent  was  Nathaniel,  whose 
son  Nathaniel,  Jr.,  was  born  in  1712  and  died 
in  1790.  He  had  five  sons  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  one  who  served  as  captain  in  the 
war  of  1812.  Israel  Cone,  son  <>f  Nathaniel 
Cone,  was  born  in  June,  1786.  and  died 
April  7,  1821.  He  wedded  Mary  Ander- 
son and  had  children  as  follows:  Lucy  Ann, 
born  February  25,  1809.  married  George  Ran- 
som; Robert  G.,  born  Septemlier  3,  1810.  mar- 
ried Harriet  Tyler;  Julia  Etta,  born  January 
4.  1814,  married  Elisha  Cone  Bingham,  fa- 
ther of  Robert  W. ; Lord  Wellington.  I*>rn 
July  26,  1815,  married  Fluvia  Arnold,  of  Mill- 
ington; Mary  Anderson.  1x>rn  September  14, 

1 8 1 8.  was  married,  in  May.  1840,  to  Rufus 
Wheeler  Swan,  and  after  his  death  married 
Adonijah  Olmsted:  Jane  Crosby,  l«<rn  Sep- 
tember 28.  1821,  married  first.  ( \rus  Chap- 
man, and  second,  Jared  Spencer  ; Fannie  \\  ««>d- 
btiry,  horn  August  31.  1823.  married  Idwin 
R.  Griswold,  of  Hartford,  Conn.;  and  F.liza- 
beth  C.,  horn  February  21,  1820,  married  Da- 
vid R.  Marvin,  of  Jamestown,  New  York. 

Robert  W.  Bingham  was  1 torn  near  Bashan 
Bond,  in  the  town  of  East  Haddam,  and  was 
five  years  old  when  the  family  moved  to  the 
house  he  now  ow  ns  and  occupies  He  attend 
ed  the  common  and  select  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, tnie  oi  the  latter  l»emg  conducted  h\ 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Robbins,  a Congregational  min- 
ister. who  carried  on  <piite  a flourishing  school 
at  one  time.  Mr.  Bingham  was  graduated  from 
Eastman  Business  College.  Poughkeepsie.  X 
Y.,  in  1872.  I lis  first  indc|>cudcnt  effort  in 
life  was  as  a farmer,  and  that  occupation  he 
still  follows.  I le  began  under  the 
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of  his  father.  In  times  past  he  has  been  quite 
extensively  engaged  in  dairying,  and  also 
keeps  quite  a large  Hock  of  sheep. 

In  East  Haddam,  May  19,  1874,  Mr.  Bing- 
ham was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Varley  (a  native  of 
Bradford,  Yorkshire,  England)  and  his  wife, 
whose  father,  Rev.  Allison,  was  a Baptist  min- 
ister, and  had  quite  a large  family.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bingham  were  born  three  children, 
namely : Frederick  Allison,  born  April  24, 

1875,  died  at  the  age  of  five  months;  Harry 
Varley,  born  December  26,  1876,  is  attending 
the  East  Greenwich  Academy,  R.  I. ; and  Rob- 
ert W.,  Jr.,  born  February  14,  1888,  is  at 
home.  In  politics  Mr.  Bingham  has  always 
been  a Republican  and  has  held  various  offices, 
acting  as  grand  juror  for  the  past  twelve  years ; 
tax  collector  several  years ; and  clerk  and  treas- 
urer of  the  school  district  until  recently,  when 
the  system  was  changed.  He  is  also'  chairman 
of  the  town  Republican  committee;  represent- 
ed the  town  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1894 
and  1895,  and  served  on  the  Railroad  commit- 
tee. He  has  proved  a very  competent  and  pop- 
ular official,  and  his  duties  have  always  been 
most  faithfully  performed.  Fraternally  he  is 
a member  of  the  Order  of  United  American 
Mechanics,  No.  82,  of  Moodus,  of  which  he 
is  recording  secretary,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
belong  to  the  Grange. 

LEVI  HULL.  The  Hull  family  is  an  old 
one  in  New  England,  and  at  one  time  was  nu- 
merous through  Connecticut,  in  the  towns  of 
Killing-worth,  Madison,  Clinton  and  Guilford. 
The  present  representative,  Levi  Hull,  a veter- 
an of  the  Civil  war,  is  a successful  farmer  re- 
siding in  Centerbrook  district  of  Essex. 

George  Hull  came  from  England  to  Dor- 
chester, Mass.,  in  1629,  and  was  a member  of 
the  first  board  of  selectmen  of  Dorchester,  and 
a representative  to  the  first  General  Court  held 
in  the  colony,  on  May  14,  1634.  Moving  to 
Windsor,  Conn.,  he  was  a representative  to 
the  General  Court  of  Connecticut,  from  1637 
to  1646,  and  assistant  governor  in  1639.  Later 
he  moved  to  Fairfield,  Conn.,  and  was  repre- 
sentative from  that  town.  He  died  in  1659, 
and  his  son,  Josiah,  became  the  ancestor  of  the 
Hulls  of  Clinton,  Killingworth  and  vicinity. 

Levi  Hull,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Killingworth  in  what  is  known  as 
Parker’s  Hill  district,  where  the  whole  of  his 


life  was  passed.  Quite  an  extensive  farmer, 
he  cultivated  over  200  acres,  lived  to  old  age, 
and  lies  under  one  of  the  old  stones  m Killing- 
worth  cemetery.  In  those  times  he  was  con- 
sidered a wealthy  man,  and  he  generously  as- 
sisted many  of  his  friends  who  undertook  the 
journey  to  Ohio,  that  then  being  away  out  into 
the  wilderness.  His  children  were : Nathan- 

iel ; Cynthia,  who  married  Samuel  Colt,  of 
Chester,  and  Luther,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. 

Luther  Hull  was  born  in  Killingworth 
where  his  entire  life  was  spent.  While  a 
young  man  he  studied  medicine  and  practiced 
considerably  in  the  vicinity,  remaining  oar  the 
homestead,  and  combining  farming  with  medi- 
cal advice  and  attention.  An  active  Democrat, 
he  represented  Killingworth  in  the  General 
Assembly  for  several  terms,  became  a promi- 
nent and  influential  man,  and  was  wealthy  for 
the  demands  of  those  days.  Always  a strong 
Congregationalist,  he  was  a cheerful  support- 
er of  that  denomination.  He  married  Clar- 
issa Dennison,  a daughter  of  Wells  and  Jedida 
(Tyler)  Dennison,  the  former  being  a farmer 
who  resided  where  our  subject  now  has  his 
home.  The  children  of  this  union  were: 
Levi ; Selden  T. ; George  L. ; and  Frances,  who 
married  J.  Sherman  Buell  and  lives  in  Mad- 
ison. 

Levi  Hull  was  born  in  Killingworth  Febru- 
ary 16,  1820.  He  obtained  his  education  in 
the  district  schools,  later  attending  Hills  Acad- 
emy, in  Essex,  also  receiving  instruction  from 
Rev.  Burke,  Mr.  Belden,  and  others.  At  the 
age  O'f  sixteen  he  left  school  and  began  to'  learn 
the  trade  of  cabinetmaking  under  the  tutelage 
of  Selden  S.  Dennison,  who  had  a shop  and 
carried  on  cabinetmaking  in  Essex.  At  the 
end  of  a four-years’  apprenticeship,  during 
which  time  his  wages  were  board  and  clothes, 
he  purchased  the  business  of  his  uncle,  employ- 
ing a number  of  hands,  and  the  product  of  his. 
works  was  shipped  South  where  good  prices 
were  realized.  After  conducting  the  business 
for  eight  years  Mr.  Hull  disposed  of  it  to  his 
uncle,  Tyler  Dennison,  receiving  in  exchange 
his  present  farm,  which  was  formerly  owned 
by  his  maternal  grandfather.  Wells  Dennison, 
and  upon  this  he  has  since  resided,  following 
general  farming.  In  1863,  at  Essex,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  Twenty-fourth  Connecticut 
Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Capt.  Horace  John- 
son, and  Colonel  Mansfield,  for  service  in  the 
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Civil  war.  The  regiment  was  sent  to  New 
Orleans,  and  from  there  to  the  Siege  of  Port 
Hudson,  engaging  in  a number  of  skirmishes 
on  the  way,  and  was  present  at  the  surrender 
of  Port  Hudson,  on  July  4,  1864.  After  its 
return  to  New  Orleans,  the  regiment  saw  se- 
vere service,  but  after  thirteen  months  was 
sent  to  Middletown,  where  it  was  discharged. 
Mr.  Hull  is  now  the  recipient  of  a pension. 

On  May  5,  1843,  Air.  Hull  was  married 
to  Caroline  M.  Bishop,  of  New  York,  born 
February  13,  1822,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Harriet  (Tribby)  Bishop.  Their  children  are  : 
Ellen,  who'  died  in  infancy ; Luther,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty-eight;  Carrie,  who  married 
Avery  Pratt  and  lived  in  Deep  River,  where 
she  died,  leaving  one  child,  Clarence,  who  lives 
in  Essex;  Willis;  and  Ida  M.,  who  married 
James  Blaney,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  has 
two  children,  Estelle  and  Royal.  In  politics 
Mr.  Hull  is  a Republican,  and  in  religion  both 
he  and.  his  wife  are  consistent  and  worthy 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  where 
they  are  highly  esteemed. 

FRANK  M.  DUGAN  (deceased)  was  a 
popular  and  successful  business  man  of  Mid- 
dletown, at  which  place  his  death  occurred  Oc- 
tober 16,  1900. 

Patrick  Dugan,  his  father,  was  a native  of 
Queen's  County,  Ireland,  and  came  to  this 
country  in  early  manhood.  Fie  located  at  Wat- 
erbury,  Conn.,  where  he  was  for  many  years 
employed  in  the  manufacture  of  silverware, 
and  also  owned  and  conducted  a grocery  and 
liquor  store.  He  died  there  at  the  age  of  thir- 
ty-two years.  His  wife,  Katherine  (Kelley), 
survived  him,  and  later  became  the  wife  of 
Major  Joseph  Keefe,  a prominent  citizen  of 
New  Haven,  who  was  for  many  years  sheriff 
of  New  Haven  county.  To  Patrick  and  Kath- 
erine Dugan  were  born  two  children:  John, 

who  was  a floor  walker  in  a dry  goods  store, 
married  Elizabeth  Dougherty,  and  died  in 
Kearney,  N.  J. ; and  Frank  M.  By  the  moth- 
er’s marriage  to  Major  Keefe  she  had  one  child. 
Marion,  who  married  W.  R.  Wrinn,  chief  of 
police  of  New  1 laven. 

Frank  M.  Dugan  was  lx>rn  July  18.  1862. 
in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  and  lost  his  father  when 
quite  voting.  After  his  mother's  marriage  t 
Major  Keefe  the  family  moved  t>  New  I lawn, 
about  1868.  Frank  M.  Dugan  acquired  hi-  1 1 
ucation  in  the  schools  of  that  cit\  \lter  lea 


ing  school  he  entered  the  employ  of  F.  S.  An- 
drews. a wholesale  meat  dealer,  beginning  as 
assistant  shipping  clerk,  and  was  promoted  un- 
til he  became  a traveling  salesman,  his  terrin  -n 
covering  Connecticut  and  neighboring  States. 
He  remained  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Andrews 
seven  years,  and  then  engaged  as  a traveling 
salesman  for  Bryan,  Miner  & Read,  of  New 
Haven,  continuing  w ith  them  several  years. 
After  a short  residence  in  Hartford  he  went  to 
New  London.  Conn.,  and  there  held  the  respon- 
sible position  of  manager  in  the  branch  house 
j of  Nelson.  Morris  & Co.,  wholesale  meat 
dealers.  He  remained  there  a few  vears.  and 
then  accepted,  on  September  1.  1888,  the  jxv- 
sition  of  traveling  salesman  and  general  agent 
in  New.  England  for  the  Meriden  Brewing 
Company,  traveling  over  New  England  and 
gaining  a large  acquaintance.  I11  Mav.  1898. 
he  came  to  Middletown,  purchased  the  estab- 
lishment of  J H.  Ryan,  and  carried  on  a suc- 
cessful retail  liquor  store,  also  acting  as  agent 
i for  the  well  known  brewers  and  distillers.  He 
was  eminently  successful  in  whatever  he  under- 
took, and  made  extensive  improvements  on  his 
I business  block  at  No.  400  Main  street.  In 
May,  1899,  he  purchased  a nice  home  at  No.  17 
Park  Place.  Middletown,  where  his  widow  and 
children  reside.  1 1 is  death  was  preceded  bv  a 
several  months’  decline  in  health,  and  he 
sleeps  his  last  sleqi  in  the  new  St.  John’s  cenie 
tery,  at  Middletown.  He  had  a wide  circle  of 
acquaintances,  was  liberal  and  kind-hearted 
and  many  besides  his  family  mourn  his  «ir|> 
death.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat  until  the 
Free  Silver  movement.  Stciallv  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Meriden  Lodge  of  Elks,  in  which 
he  was  a past  exalted  ruler:  and  he  also  he 
longed  to  the  Amaranth  Club,  of  Meriden,  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  in  Middletown. 

' and  the  Heptasophs.  He  was  a con  inuni 
cant  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

On  September  ij,  1893.  Frank  M.  Dugan 
was  married,  in  Meriden,  to  \nnie  Dailey,  who 
was  bum  July  4.  1870.  in  W est  Stockbridgc. 
Mass.,  daughter  of  Timothy  I )aile\  Three 
children  brightened  their  home:  Marion  1 . 
'torn  Septemlter  11.  1894:  Frank  M . June  18. 

1 S« » ; and  Neville  \.  De  Paul.  April  25. 

I «)<  >o. 

Timotln  Dailey,  the  father  of  Mrs  Dugan, 
was  a native  of  County  Cork,  Ireland,  lie  was 
a truckman  and  teamster,  and  died  in  West 
St.  vk bridge.  Mass  . June  Jo,  1872.  aged  fori\- 
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five  years.  His  wife  was  Katherine  Lynch, 
who  died  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Dugan  in  Middle- 
town,  Decerdber  13,  1901.  Both  are  buried  at 
Pittsfield,  Mass.  Their  children  were:  Kath- 
erine, wife  of  Thomas  Flynn,  of  Dalton,  Mass. ; 
John,  who  married  Jessie  Ross,  and  resides 
in  Winona,  Mich.;  Michael,  residing-  in  Tex- 
as; Timothy,  manager  of  our  subject’s  late 
business  in  Middletown;  Mary,  wife  of  John 
Dalton,  of  Boston,  Mass. ; and  Annie,  Mrs. 
Dug-an. 

PATRICK  SULLIVAN  furnishes  in  his 
own  career  a fine  example  of  what  close  atten- 
tion to  business,  push  and  energy,  combined 
with  fair  and  honest  dealing,  will  accomplish. 
These  characteristics  have  made  him  one  of  the 
leading  merchants  of  Portland,  and  from  the 
most  modest  beginning  he  has  built  up  a suc- 
cessful business  and  has  won  for  himself  a 
good  standing  in  the  town. 

Mr.  Sullivan  was  born  near  Newmarket, 
in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  in  1847,  a son 
James  Sullivan,  an  old-time  Irish  farmer.  The 
latter  sent  his  children  to  school,  and  gave 
them  such  advantages  as  people  .of  ordinary 
means  were  able  to  afford.  When  he  found 
young  Patrick  not  as  attentive  to'  his  schooling 
as  he  might  wish,  he  tried  to  impress  upon  him 
the  advantages  of  an  education,  and  his  early 
admonitions  his  son  has  since  found  based  on 
solid  facts.  Patrick,  however,  was  ready  to 
take  held  of  work,  and  when  he  was  nineteen 
years  of  age  he  came  to  this  country,  landing 
at  New  York  after  being  eleven  days  on  the 
ocean.  He  came  to  Portland,  where  he  had 
some  acc|uaintances,  and  when  he  reached  this 
town  his  cash  capital  was  less  than  two  dollars. 

Of  the  family  of  James  Sullivan,  there  are 
Patrick,  and  his  brother  James,  at  Bridgeport; 
two  daughters,  also,  came  to'  the  United  States 
- — Mary  and  Margaret,  but  the  latter  is  now 
deceased. 

Patrick  Sullivan  found  employment  at  the 
Middlesex  quarry,  and  was  there  about  a year, 
when  he  secured  a better  position  with  the 
Shaler  & Hall  quarry.  Not  very  long  after 
this  a new  quarry  was  opened  at  Belleville,  N. 
J.,  by  Patterson  & Baldwin,  and  the  wages 
they  offered,  being  so>  much  better  than  those 
paid  in  Portland,  drew  many  of  the  more  am- 
bitious men  of  the  town  to  that  point,  Mr.  Sul- 
livan being  among  them.  He  received  two 
dollars  and  a quarter  a day,  and  this  was  re- 


garded as  large  wages  for  the  time.  Mr.  Sul- 
livan was  better  worth  it  than  some  of  the 
larger  and  more  giant-like  men,  as  he  was 
steady  and  reliable,  and  did  thoroughly  what- 
ever he  undertook.  He  worked  on  the  Central 
Railway  of  New  Jersey,  then  in  process  of  con- 
struction, and  from'  there  he  came  to  Crom- 
well, Conn.,  where  he  worked  in  the  quarry  for 
two  seasons.  Returning  to  Portland,  he  re- 
sumed work  in  the  Middlesex  quarry  as  a 
“scappler”  at  two  dollars  and  seventy  cents  a 
day,  being  classed  among  the  best  workmen  in 
the  yard.  For  a few  months  he  was  night 
watchman  on  a locomotive  in  the  yards  at  Mid- 
dletown, and  worked  a time  in  the  Shaler  & 
Hall  quarry.  It  was  now  late  in  the  fall  of 
1875,  and  while  Mr.  Sullivan  had  not  been  idle, 
he  determined  to  go  into1  business  for  himself. 
He  had  been  careful  with  his  money,  and  had 
laid  aside  a considerable  sum,  the  accumula- 
tion of  days’  wages.  He  invested  part  of  his 
savings  in  a small  grocery  store,  being  care- 
ful not  to'  risk  his  entire  capital.  On  Decem- 
ber 3,  1875,  he  opened  on  a most  modest  scale, 
and  by  giving  his  business  the  most  careful 
attention,  he  has  prospered  from  the  start.  He 
conducted  it  at  two  different  sites  previous  to 
his  purchase  of  his  present  location,  near  the 
foot  of  Main  street,  where  he  established  him- 
self in  1882.  From  time  to  time  Mr.  Sullivan 
has  taken  on  additional  lines,  until  now  he  car- 
ries feed,  coal  and  wood,  with  quarters  large 
enough  to  accommodate  each  line.  His  excel- 
lent coal  sheds,  as  good,  perhaps,  as  any  in  the 
county,  are  fitted  with  concrete  floors.  He 
buys  his  feed  by  the  carload,  and  has  erected 
a large  and  commodious  warehouse  for  that 
interest.  He  also'  owns  four  choice  tenement 
houses.  This  extensive  business  has  been  built 
up  in  the  face  of  the  keenest  competition,  a 
fact  that  shows  his  grit  and  determination,  as 
well  as  his  business  ability. 

Mrs.  Patrick  Sullivan  was  Miss  Margaret 
Bransfield,  a native  of  Portland,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Morris  and  Abbey  Bransfield.  Seven 
children  have  been  born  of  her  marriage  with 
Mr.  Sullivan : Margaret  Agnes,  a graduate 

of  a Catholic  boarding  school  for  girls  at  Bal- 
tic, Conn. ; Abbey  Evangeline,  a graduate  of 
Mrs.  Patton’s  private  school  and  Harding's 
business  college,  Middletown;  Nellie  Bernar- 
dine,  attending  the  Portland  high  school ; Anna 
Naomi,  at  home;  Mary,  who  died  in  July, 
1899,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  and  two  others. 
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who-  are  also  deceased.  Mr.  Sullivan  is  a 
Democrat,  and  has  served  as  a member  of  the 
grand  jury.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  Roman 
Catholics,  and  he  has  been  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Honor  at 
Portland.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Catholic  Be- 
nevolent Legion  of  America,  and  is  a member 
of  the  A.  O.  H.,  at  Portland,  in  which  organi- 
zations he  has  held  offices,  and  is  a reliable  and 
trusted  worker.  He  has  an  excellent  family, 
and  has  given  all  fine  educational  advantages. 
His  word  is  never  questioned,  and  his  stand- 
ing is  among  the  best  in  Portland. 

JOHN  GILBERT  SPENCER,  one  of  the 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  Westbrook,  is  a 
scion  of  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  families 
of  New  England. 

Jonathan  Spencer,  his  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Post  District  oif  Westbrook,  and  was 
reared  on  the  farm,  but  he  early  learned  the 
trade  of  ship  carpenter  and  worked  in  the  va- 
rious yards  in  Chester,  Deep  River,  Essex,  Old 
Savbrook  and  Westbrook,  following  the  same 
business  many  years.  The  farm  work  was 
carried  on  by  his  older  sons,  and  until  ten  years 
prior  to  his  death,  Mr.  Spencer  followed  his 
favorite  occupation.  Coming  then  to  his  farm, 
he  endeavored  to  continue  busy,  but  his  health 
became  precarious  on  account  of  a cancer  on 
the  neck,  which  caused  him  much  suffering, 
and  finally  death,  in  1862.  A Democrat  in 
politics,  he  always  desired  the  success  of  his 
party,  but  was  too  busy  with  his  work  to  care 
for  office.  He  married  Clarissa  Smith,  a na- 
tive of  Lyme,  Conn.,  who  survived  her  hus- 
band for  many  years,  dying  at  the  home  o! 
her  son,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three. 

Alanson  La  Fayette  Spencer,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Post  District  of  West- 
brook, in  1822,  and  in  early  life  went  on  the 
water  and  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade,  be- 
ing then  in  the  employ  of  residents  of  West 
brook.  Until  he  was  twenty-four  he  continued 
this  life,  and  he  then  purchased  a farm  (the 
same  being  now  occupied  by  his  son  Edwin), 
and  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  also  doing 
a great  deal  of  teaming.  A Democrat  in  his 
political  faith,  he  was  prominent  in  local  p<  li- 
lies, and  he  efficiently  held  the  minor  town 
offices.  Mis  death  occurred  on  June  17,  18S0, 
after  a busy,  useful  life.  Mis  wile,  ( ordHia 
A.  Buell,  born  on  March  15,  1828.  a native  of 
C linton,  Conn.,  was  a daughter  <>l  Mur\c\ 


and  Hannah  (Turner)  Buell,  and  she  now  re- 
sides in  comfort  on  the  old  homestead.  Thev 
had  a large  family. 

John  Gilbert  Spencer  was  bom  on  the  f 
June  20,  1869.  His  education  was  acquired 
in  the  common  schools,  later  in  the  W estbrook 
Academy,  with  others  of  his  age,  many  of 
whom  have  followed  the  same  various  lines  as 
he,  and  now  have  settled  as  his  iu.-ighl»or.s  in 
the  same  community.  Beginning  with  farm 
work  at  home,  Mr.  Spencer  went  up  n other 
farms  as  a helper  in  the  busy  seasons,  and  also 
engaged  in  pound  fishing,  one  of  the  principal 
industries  of  the  locality.  One  seas.  >n  was 
spent  on  the  coasting  vessel  “Traveler."  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Frayne,  of  Middletown,  and 
another  on  the  "Wave.  ’ owned  by  parties  in 
Guilford.  A life  on  the  water,  however,  did 
not  quite  suit  his  tastes,  and  lie  finally  engaged 
with  Mr.  Elmer  A.  Lynn,  a meat  dealer,  in 
Westbrook,  and  drove  his  wagon  and  attend- 
ed to  his  butchering  for  seven  years,  building 
up  for  his  employer  a fine  trade  through  the 
country.  Removing  to  Wallingford,  he  was 
employed  there  by  a Mr.  Youngs,  in  the  same 
line,  remaining  with  him  until  May,  1897. 
when  he  purchased  of  John  G.  Holbrook,  the 
Gideon  Chapman  farm  of  twenty-eight  acres. 
Since  that  time  Mr.  Spencer  has  been  engaged 
in  general  farming,  and  is.  also  employed  con- 
tinually wherever  his  services  arc  needed,  as 
lie  is  one  of  the  energetic  and  busv  men  of  the 
community. 

On  March  15.  1895,  Mr.  Spencer  was  mar 
tied  to  Rosa  E.  Mill,  who  was  lx>rn  in  West- 
brook, in  1864,  daughter  of  Edwin  E.  and 
Cornelia  (Spencer)  Mill.  One  child.  Gilbert 
II.,  has  been  added  to  the  household.  \ Re- 
publican in  politics  he  is  strong  in  his  convic- 
tions of  the  justice  of  those  principles.  B"th  he 
and  wife  are  valued  in  the  Congregational 
Church.  By  the  exercise  of  energy,  honesty 
and  perseverance,  Mr.  Spencei  has  accumu- 
lated a competency,  and  has  won  the  right  to 
be  considered  one  of  the  substantial  and  rep- 
resentative men  of  the  town  of  We$tbro*ik 

THADDFUS  R.  SPENCER  Among 
the  leading  business  men  of  Modus,  Conn., 
none  occupy  a higher  place  in  commercial  cir- 
cles than  does  Thaddeus  R.  Spencer,  whose 
finely  equipped  mercantile  house  gi\cs  evi- 
dence of  his  enterprise,  acumen  and  sterling 
honest  v. 
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Calvin  Spencer,  his  great-grandfather,  was 
born  in  Lvme,  Conn.,  October  8,  1765,  and 
died  March  31,  1813.  On  November  1,  1789, 
he  was  married  to  Mehitabel  Brainard,  who 
was  born  in  1766,  and  who  died  September  .2, 
1851.  She,  too,  was  a native  of  Lyme,  Conn., 
and  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
her  husband  was  a deacon.  The  death  of  Cal- 
vin Spencer  was  a very  sad  one,  inasmuch  as 
it  was  due  to  his  kindness  and  charity.  A 
member  of  a ship’s  crew  had  died  of  yellow 
fever,  and  as  no  one  else  would  bury  him,  Mr. 
Spencer  performed  that  service,  thus  contract- 
ing- the  disease,  from  which  he  died  three  days 
later.  To  himself  and  wife  were  born  : Nancy, 
Hope,  Jedediah,  Calvin  J.,  Elijah,  Charles  M., 
Betsy  and  Slewman. 

Elijah  Spencer,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  December  26,  1798,  at  East 
Lyme,  Conn.,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of 
blacksmith.  As  he  was  quite  young  when  his 
father  died  he  was  early  forced  to  earn  his  own 
living.  When  a young'  man  he  located  at 
Moodus,  established  a blacksmith  shop,  and 
worked  at  his  trade  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred March  24,  1861.  On  September  5, 
1824,  he  married  M!ary  Biglow,  and  to  them 
were  born  : Charles  T.,  Harriet,  Caroline  E., 

Thomas  Elijah,  Mary  Mehitable,  Israel  and 
Nancy  Maria. 

Charles  T.  Spencer  was  born  in  East  Had- 
dam  February  23,  1826.  Learning  the  trade 
of  blacksmith,  he  followed  it  until  his  death, 
January  5,  1866.  His  untimely  demise  was 
deeply  deplored  by  his  many  friends.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a Republican,  and  in  religion  a 
sincere  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
he  was  an  active  worker.  On  June  30,  1850, 
he  was  married  to'  Wealthy  B.  Rich. 

Thaddeus  Rich  Spencer  was  born  in  Mood- 
us, Conn.,  May  28,  1852.  After  finishing  the 
common  school  course,  he  attended  a private 
school  for  one  year,  which  was  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  Silas  Robbins.  Entertaining  the  be- 
lief that  a boy  could  not  begin  to  learn  the  de- 
tails of  commercial  life  too-  early,  he  went  into 
the  store  of  William  R.  Brainard,  at  the  earlv 
age  of  fourteen  years.  One  year  later  he  ac- 
cepted a position  as  clerk  for  Gates  & Barton, 
and  continued  there  for  seven  years,  during 
the  last  two  years  of  which  time  he  was  inter- 
ested as  a partner.  At  that  time  David  S.  and 
Albert  E.  Purple  offered  him  a very  good  po- 
sition, which  he  accepted  and  filled  for  some 


ten  years.  His  next  venture  was  with  L.  D. 
F.  Gates  & Co.,  and  in,  April,  1883,  he  pur- 
chased the  stock  of  this  concern,  and  three 
years  later  the  building  which  he  now  occupies. 
The  stock  carried  is  one  of  the  finest  in  Mood- 
us, and  is  contained  in  a large  double  store, 
well  supplied  with  all  modern  fixtures,  show 
cases,  etc.  So-  large  is  his  trade,  that  in  addi- 
tion to-  his  own  efforts,  he  requires  the  services 
of  two  assistants,  and  all  his  surroundings 
give  evidence  of  the  prosperity  that  is  his. 

On  December  4,  1872,  Mr.  Spencer  was 
married  to-  Ethelinda  G.  Palmer,  and  they  have 
one  son.  Charles  T.,  who  was  born  May  6, 
1880.  In  politics  Mr.  Spencer  follows  the  ex- 
ample of  his  revered  father,  and  is  one  of  the 
pillars  of  Republicanism  in  Moodus,  as  well  as 
the  surrounding  district,  and  in  1900-01  he 
represented  his  district  in  the  Legislature.  In 
church  work  both  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
are  active  supporters  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  they  are  as  popular  in  this  organization  as 
they  are  among  their  many  friends. 

CARL  FREDERICK  OLSON  was  born 
in  Finspomg,  Ostergothland,  Sweden,  June  21, 
1842,  and  in  1871  came  to-  the  United  States. 
In  Sweden  he  was  reared  to-  farming  and  re- 
ceived but  limited  schooling.  The  parents  were 
people  O'f  limited  means  and  young  Carl  had 
to-  walk  four  miles  to  school,  which  was  a poor 
enough  affair  when  he  reached  it.  He  was 
the  youngest  child  in  a family  of  four  sons  and 
three  daughters.  One  brother,  John,  had  pre- 
ceded him  to-  the  Lhfited  States,  and  had  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  Collinsville,  Conn.,  where  he 
died,  leaving-  a family.  Mr.  Olson’s  mother 
died  when  he  was  four  years  old,  and  he  went 
to  live  with  his  married  sister,  Marlgaret. 
When  he  was  eleven  years  old  he  was  put  to 
work,  and  had  a life  of  labor  before  him  from 
that  early  age.  He  labored  from  morning  un- 
til night,  and  earned  his  board  and  clothes, 
with  a nominal  allowance  of  money.  This 
he  saved,  and  it  was  enough  when  he  was  o-f 
age  to  take  him  to  the  United  States,  where 
he' knew  that  a poor  man  had  advantages  not 
to  be  obtained  in  the  Old  World.  He  sailed 
in  May,  1871,  from  Liverpool,  and  after  a 
voyage  of  nineteen  days  landed  in  New  York, 
conning  from  there  to  Savbrook,  Conn.,  where 
he  earned  his  first  money  in  the  United  States 
by  shovelling  dirt  on  the  Valley  Division  of 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  Rail- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


road,  then  in  course  of  construction.  He 
worked  on  the  railroad  that  summer,  and  spent 
the  following  winter  at  T'ariffville,  Conn., 
where  he  chopped  cord  wood,  and  attended 
school,  even  though  he  was  a full  grown  man. 
In  the  following  spring  he  came  to>  Portland 
and  entered  the  Middlesex  quarry.  He  spent 
several  seasons  at  quarry  work,  and  even  after 
he  'bought  his  present  farm  was  engaged 
there  two  summers. 

Mr.  Olson  and  Miss  Anna  Charlotte  John- 
son were  married  in  1871.  She  was  born  in 
Sweden  June  11,  1841,  was  an  old  acquaint- 
ance of  Mr.  Olson,  and  came  over  on  the  same 
ship  with  him.  Mr.  Olson  was  industrious, 
prudent  and  saving,  and  when  he  wanted  a 
home  of  his  own  was  able  to  buy  a farm  of 
fifty-three  acres,  in  company  with  Andrew  Lar- 
son. They  farmed  together  for  four  years, 
and  then  our  subject  bought  out  Mr.  Larson. 
He  bought  more  land,  and  now  owns  a farm  of 
eighty  acres,  well  cultivated  and  in  fine  con- 
dition. He  has  spent  considerable  money  on 
his  place,  and,  as  he  has  done  his  own  work, 
his  good  management  has  enabled  him  to  make 
many  improvements  that  otherwise  would 
have  been  impossible.  He  is  honest  and  up- 
right, and  everybody  has  a good  word  for  him. 
Mr.  Olson  started  a dairy  very  soon  after  com- 
ing to  the  farm,  and  he  is  to-day  the  oldest 
dairyman  in  Portland.  Lie  is  the  oldest  mem- 
ber of  the  Portland  Swedish  Church,  in  which 
he  has  held  the  position  of  deacon  for  several 
years.  Mrs.  Olson  died  November  4,  1898, 
and  is  buried  in  the  Swedish  cemetery  in 
Portland.  They  had  two  children,  both  of 
whom  are  now  deceased:  Hulda  Matilda, 

born  January  13,  1872,  died  August  14.  1872; 
Ellen  Maria,  born  October  5,  1877,  died  in 
August,  J878.  Mr.  Olson  has  a foster  child, 
Anna  Amelia,  born  in  July,  1899.  lie  is  a 
Republican  and  is  a close  student  of  Wuerican 
pi  >litics. 

THEODORE  FULLER,  one  of  the  sub 
stantial  farmers  of  Moodus,  Conn.,  and  a man 
of  practical  ideas,  sound  principles  and  sterling 
honesty,  was  born  November  15,  1821,  a son 
of  Seldeu  and  Julia  (Cone)  Fuller. 

Johiel  Fuller,  his  great-grand  father,  was  a 
lifelong  resident  of  Moodus,  where  lie  engaged 
in  farming.  He  died  December  16.  1796,  aged 
sixty-two  years. 

Johiel  Fuller  (2).  son  >1  (oliiel.  was  b n, 
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on  the  place  where  our  subject  now  lives,  April 
t S,  1760.  On  June  24,  1783,  he  married  Re- 
liance Smith,  who  was  born  April  8.  1760. 
Their  children  were:  Selden : Julia,  born  Jan- 
uary 23,  1787,  died  aged  nineteen;  Philon, 
born  July  31,  1789:  Sarah,  born  August  12, 
1791;  Mary,  born  October  15,  1793;  St  tira, 
born  October  1,  1797;  and  Nancy,  born  Oc- 
tober 1 3,  1803.  Johiel  Fuller  121.  died  at 
North  Bolton,  Conn..  March  11.  1815.  and  his 
wife  passed  away  April  22,  1810. 

Selden  Fuller  was  born  in  Moodus.  Conn.. 
May  1 6,  1785,  where  he  grew  to  maturity.  He 
was  an  extensive  farmer,  and  owned  at  times 
between  200  and  300  acres  of  land,  and  had 
about  100  acres  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
married  Julia,  a daughter  of  Josiah  Cone,  and 
she  died  January  27,  1831,  at  the  age  of  forty. 
His  children,  who  were  all  born  on  the  old 
homestead,  were  as  follows:  Marietta.  The<> 

dore.  Frederick  and  Francis. 

Theodore  Fuller  received  a common  school 
education,  and  the  lessons  he  gained  in  the 
school  of  life  have  proven  of  much  value.  At 
his  father’s  death  he  inherited  considerable 
property,  to  which  he  added  until  he  is  now 
one  of  the  most  wealthy  men  of  the  com- 
munity. W hen  but  sixteen  he  commenced  to 
loan  money,  at  first  under  the  direction  of  his 
father,  but  gradually  as  his  experience  in- 
creased, upon  his  own  responsibility,  and  all 
his  life  he  has  taken  great  interest  in  this 
branch  of  his  business.  In  addition  to  his 
farming  property,  Mr.  Fuller  owns  bank  suck 
and  real  estate  throughout  the  city,  lie  is  a 
director  in  the  Moodus  Savings  Bank. 

On  October  8,  1856.  Mr.  Fuller  married 
Sarah  Rogers,  a daughter  of  A mas  a and  Mary 
(Chase)  Rogers,  natives  of  Colchester,  where 
the  father  was  a blacksmith.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rogers  spent  their  declining  years  in  Idast 
lladdam,  the  former  dying  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
three  and  the  latter  at  eighty-three.  'They  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Will- 

iam Sherman:  Elihu;  Cordon:  Daniel:  Sarah: 
Horace;  Harriet ; John  and  Henry.  Mrs  Ful- 
ler’s grandfather,  Frastus  Rogers,  was  a na- 
tive of  Salem,  where  he  was  a farmer.  One 
daughter,  Julia,  was  U>rn  to  Mr  and  Mrs.  Ful- 
ler. November  8.  i8f*o.  hut  she  entered  into 
rest  \ngust  25.  1880 

Politically  Mr.  Fuller  is  a iVmocrat  and 
has  held  many  of  the  local  offices,  l»etng  verv 
popular  in  the  ranks  of  his  part\  Both  fir  and 
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his  estimable  wife  are  highly  esteemed,  and 
their  lives  are  examples  to  the  present  genera- 
tion. 

JOHN  FREDRIKSON,  one  of  the  well- 
known  and  prosperous  business  men  of  Ivory- 
ton.  Middlesex  county,  was  born  in  Regna, 
Sweden,  August  26,  i860,  son  of  Frederick 
Sodergren  and  Anna  Sophia  (Helene)  Fred- 
rikson,  the  former  of  whom  is  a blacksmith 
living  and  conducting  his  business  in  Regna. 
Frederick  Sodergren  and  Anna  S.  (Helene) 
had  the  following  children : Peter  G.,  who 

married  Augusta  Moberg,  and  was  an  em- 
ploye of  The  Oomstock-Cheney  Co.,  at  this 
place,  but  is  now  in  the  dairy  business ; Matil- 
da, who  married  Andrew  Nilson,  and  lives  on 
a farm  in  Sweden ; Anna,  deceased  at  the  age 
of  five;  John;  an  infant  that  died  unnamed; 
and  Alfred,  who1  in  1893  was  a resident  of  Chi- 
cago, Illinois. 

Until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  John. 
Fredrikson  had  the  advantages  of  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  place,  his  summers  being 
usually  spent  in  labor  on  a farm,  the  first  year 
after  leaving  school  also'  being  thus  employed. 
During  this  year  he  earned  only  board  and 
clothes  with  a.  scant  allowance  of  pocket  money, 
and  as  this  was  not  very  remunerative,  he  de- 
cided to  learn  the  trade  of  shoemaker.  Ac- 
cording to  the  regulations  he  received  no  wages 
for  three  years,  his  pay  for  the  fourth  and  last 
year  being  his  board,  clothes  and  seventy-five 
crowns. 

In  May,  1882,  desiring  to  better  his  con- 
dition. and  see  something  of  the  world,  Mr. 
Fredrikson  left  his  home  for  the  United  States, 
sailing  from  Goteborg  to  England  and  thence 
to  New  York.  His  brother,  who  had  pre- 
ceded him  to  America,  had  secured  congenial 
employment  in  Ivoryton,  and  had  sent  the 
means  to  pay  his  passage  on  the  “City  of  Ber- 
lin,’’ of  the  Inman  line.  After  twelve  days  on 
the  water,  New  York  was  reached,  from  which 
city  John  went  to  Essex  by  boat.  In  the  shoe 
shop  of  G.  F.  Buckingham  he  at  once  secured 
employment,  where  he  remained  a few  weeks, 
until  he  had  become  accustomed  to'  American 
speech  and  ways,  going  then  to'  Westbrook, 
where  for  one  year  he  remained  with  Amos 
Wilcox,  in  his  repair  department. 

By  strict  economy  Mr.  Fredrikson  had 
saved  some  money  and  went  to  Deep  River, 
where  he  found  an  opening  for  a cobbling  es- 


tablishment, remaining  there  seven  months, 
when  a better  opening  was  found  in  Portland, 
and  there  he  carried  on  business  for  three  years. 
Returning  to  Ivoryton  he  entered  The  Com- 
stock-Cheney  & Cods  shop  for  six  months.  In 
the  spring  of  1888  he  made  a visit  to1  his  old 
home  in  Sweden,  remaining  six  weeks.  Upon 
his  return  he  went  into  partnership  with  his 
brother,  under  the  name  of  Fredrikson  Broth- 
ers. They  opened  a shoe  and  repair  shop,  in 
the  Savage  building,  where  they  continued  un- 
til 1893,  when  our  subject  built  his  present 
commodious  store,  and  has  been  in  business 
there  ever  since.  In  connection  with  his  regu- 
lar trade  he  carries  a line  of  tobacco,  cigars 
and  confectionery,  and  by  his  honesty  and  en- 
ergy has  built  up  a.  large  and  increasing  trade. 

On  August  5,  1893,  Mr.  Fredrikson  mar- 
ried Annie  S.  Peterson,  daughter  of  Peter 
Peterson,  who  was  born  March  4,  1864,  in 
Regna,  Sweden,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1886.  To  this  union  have  been  born:  John 
G.,  born  June  5,  1894;  Gustavus  A.,  Septem- 
ber 23,  1895,  died  September  1,  1896;  Hulda 
Sophia,  born  April  12,  1897;  and  Selma  C., 
October  n,  1899.  In  politics  Mr.  Fredrikson 
has  chosen  the  Republican  party  as  best  em- 
bracing his  principles,  and  he  is  an  active  sup- 
porter of  the  same.  In  business  circles  he  has 
won  the  confidence  of  the  community,  and  is 
among  the  most  highly  respected  citizens  of. 
Ivoryton. 

ABRAHAM  LINQUIST.  As  the  reader 
may  guess  from  his  name,  Mr.  Linquist  comes 
from  Scandinavian  stock.  His  father,  whose 
name  was  Yons  Larson,  was  a well-to-do'  farm- 
er at  Gunnajji  Linhult,  in  Elsparlane,  in 
Northern  Sweden,  and  died  there  in  February, 
1899.  His  widow,  whose  name  before  mar- 
riage was  Bittalana  Pierson,  survived  her  hus- 
band, continuing  to  reside  in  her  Swedish 
home.  They  reared  a family  of  four  children, 
of  whom  Abraham  was  the  youngest,  and  also 
the  only  one  to  win  fortune  on  American  soil. 
His  eldest  brother.  Christian  Yonson,  with  his 
wife,  Johanna,  cultivates  a farm  in  the  Father- 
land.  Carl  Peter  Yonson,  the  second  son,  mar- 
ried Annabrito  Pierson.  AnnabritO',  the 
youngest  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  Johannes 
Olson,  a wealthy  farmer  in  Sweden. 

Abraham  Linquist — having  changed  his 
name  from  Yonson  to  Linquist — was  born  upon 
his  father’s  farm  August  18,  1863.  Between 
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the  ages  of  six  and  fifteen  he  attended  school, 
and  remained  at  home  until  he  was  seventeen 
years  old,  assisting  his  father  upon  the  farm. 
He  then  began  to  seek  employment  for  him- 
self as  a farm  hand  during  the  summer  months, 
although  still  aiding  his  father  during  the  win- 
ter months.  He  was  robust,  athletic  and  strong, 
fully  capable  of  performing  a man’s  work,  and 
he  earned  a man’s  pay,  which  in  Swedish 
money  was  then  about  two  American  dollars. 
Industrious,  thrifty  and  frugal  from1  boyhood, 
his  small  savings  began  gradually  to  accumu- 
late. Friends  of  his  had  already  emigrated 
from  Sweden  to  America,  and  had  settled  in 
Portland,  Conn.,  and  he  resolved  to  emulate 
their  example.  His  own  hard  earned  money 
paid  for  his  passage,  and  he  bade  adieu  to  the 
shores  of  the  Eastern  Hemisphere,  at  Liver- 
pool. He  landed  at  New  York,  but  at  once  set 
out  for  Portland.  His  entire  cash  capital  con- 
sisted of  seven  dollars,  and  out  of  this  slen- 
der fund  he  paid  his  passage  to  the  Connecticut 
town  by  boat.  Being  carried  past  his  point  of 
destination  and  landed  at  Hartford,  he  bought 
supper  in  a restaurant  conducted  by  a Swede, 
who,  taking  advantage  of  the  evident  ignor- 
ance of  his  needy  compatriot,  further  depleted 
his  resources  by  charging  him  two  dollars  for 
the  meal.  That  same  evening  he  took  a re- 
turn boat  for  Portland,  where  for  a short  time 
he  remained  with  friends.  It  was  not  long, 
however,  before  he  obtained  work  on  the  large 
farm  of  Charles  E.  Lyman,  in  Middlefield,  con- 
tinuing in  that  gentleman’s  employ  for  a year, 
during  which  period,  his  quick  intelligence  and 
unwavering  integrity,  gained  for  him  the  full 
trust  and  confidence  of  the  employer.  On  leav- 
ing the  service  of  Mr.  Lyman  he  returned  to 
Portland,  where  for  eight  years  he  worked  in 
the  Middlesex  quarry.  I l^s  duties  there  were 
various,  and  for  the  last  two  years  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a blaster,  lie  was  hard  working, 
temperate  and  frugal,  and  during  the  time  in 
which  he  was  working  as  a farm  hand  and  a 
quarryman  lie  saved  enough  to  purchase  from 
Mrs.  Henry  W ilcox,  the  thirty  live  acres  in 
Middlefield,  known  as  the  “Smith  Birdsey 
Farm.”  To  this  he  has  since  added  ten  acres, 
and  on  this  last  tract  he  carries  on  limit  grow- 
ing and  market  gardening  in  .addition  :;i  a 
eral  farming.  While  Mr.  Linquist  s life  has 
been  one  of  toil,  his  labors  have  borne  abnnd 
ant  fruit  in  the  financial  success  with  wuicli 
thev  have  been  rewarded,  .as  well  as  in  tin 


hearty  respect  paid  him  by  the  community  in 
which  he  resides.  He  is  a Republican  in  poli- 
tics, but  not  an  active  party  worker,  and  an  in- 
fluential and  honored  member  of  the  Middle- 
field  Grange.  He  is  an  ardent  patriot  and  an 
outspoken  champion  of  American  institutions. 
In  the  winter  of  1899-00.  he  revisited  Sweden, 
setting  sail  December  9th  and  returning  Jan- 
uary 25th.  He  returned  firmer  than  ever  in 
his  convictions  that  for  the  poor  and  industri- 
ous no  other  land  offers  such  opp-  -rtunities  as 
this. 

Mrs.  Linguist  s maiden  name  was  Jennie 
Yonson.  She  was  born  in  Sweden  and  came 
to  this  country  in  1880.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lin- 
quist have  four  children:  Esther.  Henry, 

John  and  Alma.  The  family  all  attend  the 
Middlefield  Congregational  Church. 

FREDERICK  H.  PERRY,  who  comes  of 
a well  known  family  of  Middlesex  county,  was 
born  June  2,  1858,  son  of  Xoaii  L lark  and 
Anna  (Bailey)  Perry. 

Frederick  Perry,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  probably  lx>rn  in  Ohio,  but  came 
to  Connecticut  when  he  was  middle-aged,  first 
settling  at  Haddam : later  he  removed  to  Ches- 
ter and  erected  the  factory  building  subsequent- 
ly occupied  by  F.  H.  Perry  & Co.  1 here  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  satinet  and 
woolen  goods,  following  that  line  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  and  later  he  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  bright  wire  goods,  l*cing  one 
of  the  pioneers  in  the  production  of  this  class 
of  goods  in  the  United  States,  llis  son,  I hco- 
dore.  was  associated  with  him  in  this  latter 
business  until  the  young  man  died  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Noah  C.  father  of  our  subject. 
Frederick  Perrv  died  in  C liestcr,  aged  seventy 
five,  and  is  buried  at  Deep  River.  Of  his  mar- 
riage six  children  wore  horn:  ( t ) Oliver 

married  (first)  a Miss  W ebb.  In  whom  he  had 
one  child,  and  (second)  Henrietta  H>wd,  who 
bore  him  four  children:  he  was  a farmer  and 
resided  in  Chester.  (2)  I he  second  was  a s,>n 
who  w as  drowned  when  a small  l»»y.  t .0 
Noah  Clark  is  mentioned  Irclow.  ( 4)  Eveline 
married  Alfred  Dickerson,  and  lived  in  New 
York  Citv,  where  hci  huslxuid  was  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits;  they  had  two  children, 
Eva  and  Flossie  15)  1 he»« lore  mart' fed  Syl* 
via  l.vndc.  (<>)  Fidelia  Iwvame  Mrs  EcRoy, 
and  is  now  living  in  Hr«*oklvn,  N ) ; she  has 
three  children,  Beniamin.  Eva  and  Perry 
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Noah  Clark  Perry,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Haddarn  in  May,  1826,  and  there 
spent  his  boyhood  days,  removing  with  his  par- 
ents to  Chester,  and  assisting  his  father  in  the 
factory  for  a number  of  years,  also  in  a wood 
turning  factory  operated  by  his  father  and 
George  S.  Gladding.  After  the  death  of  his 
brother,  Theodore,  he  succeeded  to-  the  latter's 
interest,  and  upon  the  death  of  his  father, 
bought  out  the  other  heirs,  and  continued  in 
the  manufacture  of  bright  wire  goods  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  in 
Chester  in  1891.  In  politics  he  was  a Republi- 
can and  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years ; at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
deputy  sheriff  under  Sheriff  Thomas  S.  Brown. 
Noah  C.  Perry  married  Anna  Bailey,  daugh- 
ter of  Harris  Bailey,  and  she  died  in  1894,  the 
mother  of  four  children : Frederick  H.  is  our 
subject;  Belle  J.  married  a Mr.  Duff,  and  re- 
sides in  New  York  City;  Clara  A.  married 
Frederick  F.  Hammond,  of  Marblehead,  Mass., 
and  has  three  children,  Mildred,  Harry  and 
John;  and  Theodore  S.  is  living  at  Hadlyme, 
unmarried. 

Frederick  Hr.  Perry  received  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  neighborhood, 
and  when  fourteen  entered  the  employ  of  his 
uncle  Theodore,  and  later  was  employed  by 
his  father  in  the  manufacture  of  bright  wire 
goods.  Upon  the  death  of  the  latter  in  1891, 
he  assumed  charge  of  the  business,  but  dis- 
posed of  it  in  1896  to  a corporation,  which  oc- 
cupied the  factory  building  for  a little  over  a 
year.  In  February,  1898,  the  firm  of  F.  H. 
Perry  & Co.  was  established,  the  members  be- 
ing Frederick  H.  Perry,  John  Ferguson  and 
Frank  FI.  White,  for  the  manufacture  of 
double  cut  bits,  German  bits,  German  and 
double  cut  gimlet  bits,  screw  driver  bits,  nail 
sets,  reamers,  etc.  The  product  of  the  firm 
soon  gained  a wide-spread  reputation  for  qual- 
ity and  excellence  of  workmanship.  Having- 
been  in  this  line  of  business  all  his  life,  Mr. 
Perry  thoroughly  understands  every  detail, 
and  he  superintends  the  work  himself. 

In  1882  Mr.  Perry  was  married  to  Jennie 
F.  Ferguson,  who  was  born  in  Chester  April 
1,  1861,  a daughter  of  James  and  Jeanette 
(Robbins)  Ferguson.  One  child,  Mabel,  has 
been  born  of  this  union.  In  politics  Mr.  Perry 
is  a Republican,  and  he  was  chairman  of  the 
Republican  town  committee  in  1899;  in  1899 
he  was  elected  second  selectman.  Fraternally 


he  is  a member  of  Webb  Lodge,  No.  81,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  of  Deep  River,  and  of  the  New  England 
Order  of  Protection,  Lodge  No.  250,  of  Ches- 
ter. Possessing  ability,  industrious  by  nature, 
Mr.  Perry  succeeds  in  his  enterprises  and  wins 
to-  himself  many  friends,  by  whom  he  is  highly 
respected. 

PETER  G.  FREDRICKSON  is  a well- 
known  and  successful  dairyman,  who  resides  at 
Ivoryton,  in  the  town  of  Essex,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity. He  is  a native  of  Sweden,  where  he 
was  born  in  Bjorke,  M'ay  6,  1851.  Practically 
he  had  no  educational  advantages,  and  al- 
though no  one  could  suspect  him  of  any  lack, 
he  has  been  obliged  to  learn  by  observation  in- 
stead of  books.  His  native  town  had  no'  school 
within  its  borders  until  he  was  about  twelve 
years  of  age,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  he  could  have 
attended  it,  as  his  father’s  means  were  very 
limited,  and  as  early  as  the  age  of  ten  years 
the  lad  was  obliged  to  provide  for  himself.  At 
that  age  he  went  to  make  his  home  with  his 
grandfather,  who  was  a blacksmith,  and  here 
lie  was  to  have  board  and  clothes  and  a very 
little  bit  of  spending  money  while  he  learned 
the  trade.  After  four  years  of  hard  work  Mr. 
Fredrickson  was  obliged  to-  give  it  up  on  ac- 
count of  poor  health  which,  in  the  eyes  of  his 
grandfather,  who  was  a hard  master,  was  not 
a good  excuse.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  Peter 
went  into  the  wood  chopping  business  and  fol- 
lowed it  for  eig'ht  years,  cutting  down  the  tim- 
ber during  the  winters  and  splitting  it  into 
cordwood  in  the  summers.  Although  he  was 
a faithful  worker  and  was  known  as  an  expert 
chopper,  he  was  paid  but  seventy-five  cents  a 
cord,  and  some  idea  of  the  work  he  did  in  one 
year  may  be  obtained  when  it  is  stated  that 
he  cleared  $750.  in  the  last  year  of  wood  chop- 
ping in  the  old  country.  His  average  wages 
were  about  $2.15  a day,  and  these  were  un- 
usually good. 

Mr.  Fredrickson  early  entertained  the  idea 
of  emigrating  to  America,  on  account  of  the 
prosperity  of  one:  of  his  friends  who'  had  lo- 
cated in  Essex,  Conn.,  and  at  length  he  decided 
to  join  him.  On  May  6,  1878,  accompanied 
by  his  estimable  wife  he  sailed  from  Gote- 
borg,  Sweden,  bound  for  Essex,  Conn.,  via 
Liverpool,  England,  and  New  York.  Their  ves- 
sel was  the  “Erin,”  of  the  old  National  line,  and 
after  a voyage  of  eleven  days,  they  landed  tired 
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but  safe  in  New  York,  and  came  to  Essex  by 
boat.  Here  Mr.  Fredrickson  soon  found  em- 
ployment in  the  shoddy  mill  owned  by  William 
C.  Hough,  and  continued  there  one  year,  but 
on  July  22,  1879,  he  entered  the  key  board 
shop  of  what  is  now  The  Comstock,  Cheney  & 
Co.,  Ivoryton,  where  he  was  a faithful  and 
trusted  employe,  remaining  in  their  employ,  in 
the  same  department  until  May  4,  190T,  when 
his  increasing  dairy  interests  recpiired  all  his 
time,  and  he  reluctantly  severed  his  relations 
with  the  company,  which  had  been  so  bene- 
ficial and  so  pleasant  on  both  sides.  During 
this  extended  period  of  twenty-two  years,  he 
lost  little  time  from  his  work,  nine  weeks  of 
absence,  on  account  of  an  accident,  practically 
covering  it  all.  In  1883  Mr.  Fredrickson  pur- 
chased his  farm,  and  in  1884,  he  erected  his 
present  comfortable  residence.  Here  he  has 
sixty-three  acres  of  valuable  land  which  has 
been  greatly  improved  under  his  ownership. 
His  dairy  business  was  started  in  a very  small 
way,  but  it  has  steadily  increased,  and  now 
he  not  only  has  an  excellent  paying  route 
through  Ivoryton,  but  the  business  is  rapidly 
increasing. 

On  October  29,  1875,  in  his  native  town, 
Mr.  Fredrickson  was  married  to  Augusta  Mo- 
berg,  a native  of  Bowe,  Sweden,  and  she  has 
been  to  him  a real  companion  and  helpmate. 
No  children  were  born  to  them,  but  they 
adopted  their  niece,  Amanda  Anderson,  and 
not  only  gave  her  tender  parental  care,  but  also 
their  name.  She  was  sent  to  school  in  Ivory- 
ton and  later  to  a Seminary  at  Fast  Greenwich, 
R.  I.,  where  she  was  graduated,  in  1897.  a 
beautiful  and  accomplished  young  lady.  On 
Thanksgiving  Day,  [900,  she  became  the  wife 
of  William  Beattie,  of  Hartford.  Conn.  Mr. 
Fredrickson  is  a Republican  in  politics.  All 
his  life  he  has  been  a hard-working  man,  and 
has  never  wished  for  office  in  his  adopted  coun- 
try, where  on  account  of  his  industry  and 
energy,  lie  has  succeeded  so  well.  Sociallv  he 
is  connected  with  Essex  Lodge.  New  l.ng- 
land  Order  of  Protection.  No  tamih  B held 
in  higher  esteem  in  Ivoryton  than  is  that  of 
Peter  G.  Fredrickson. 

HON.  ED  BERT  D.  HAMMOND.  The 
Hammond  family  from  which  this  gentleman 
descends  long  lived  in  Vermont. 

Darwin  A.  Hammond,  father  of  lion.  I d 
bert  D.,  was  a native  of  Mount  Holly,  \t  . 


where  he  was  engaged  in  a mercantile  business. 
In  his  later  life  he  became  a stock  dealer  and 
a farmer  of  \\  ardsboro,  where  he  died.  Dar- 
win Hammond  was  married  to  Laura,  daugh- 
ter of  Levi  Fitts,  who  is  yet  living  in  Brad- 
ford, Yt.  Their  children  were:  Fred  A., 

who  married  Clara  Lamb,  is  assistant  jailer  in 
a prison  at  Worcester,  Mass.;  Clara  L..  who 
married  John  I I.  Watsi  n.  a judge  < f the  Supe- 
rior Court,  lives  at  Montpelier^  Yt. : Edbert 
Darwin  is  our  subject;  Arthur  E.,  who  married 
Helen  Horton,  is  in  the  brokerage  business  at 
Minneapolis,  Minn.;  Irene  L.  married  Elbert 
Leonard,  editor  of  the  St.  Johns  (Yt.)  Re- 
publican. 

Hon.  Edbert  D.  Hammond,  the  secretary, 
treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  Crom- 
well Co-operative  Creamery  Company,  and  an 
active  and  influential  citizen,  was  born  in 
Wardsboro,  Vt.,  August  7.  1857.  and  received 
his  primary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  village.  As  he  became  older,  he  was 
a clerk  for  two  vears  in  a Brattleboro  grocery 
store,  and  then  completed  his  education  in  the 
private  school  of  his  uncle,  John  11.  Watson. 
In  1878  Mr.  Hammond  came  to  Cromwell,  and 
since  his  advent  in  this  Commonwealth  has 
taken  a prominent  part  in  it  and  its  affairs. 
The  interest  of  the  town  has  been  close  to  his 
heart,  and  he  has  ever  been  readv  to  c>-< peratc 
with  movements  calculated  for  it-'  advance- 
ment. 

I11  1887  Mr.  Hammond  was  instrumental 
in  the  organization  of  the  Co-operative  1 ream- 
ery  Company,  and  has  made  it"  products  fa- 
mous all  over  the  State.  He  holds,  as  noted 
above,  the  positions  of  secretary,  treasurer  anil 
general  manager.  For  five  vears  he  has  l*een 
a member  of  the  State  Dairymen’  s Association, 
and  he  is  a director  of  the  Connecticut  Cream- 
ery Yssociation.  and  a meml>er  of  the  State 
State  Board  of  \griculturc.  In  the  Cromwell 
Creamery  the  gathering  of  cream,  its  treatment 
for  butter  making,  and  it"  marketing,  have  all 
been  reduced  to  a science,  and  Inittci  of  a ipial 
it v never  before  thought  possible  has  l>ccn 
turned  out.  The  business  of  the  ireamcn  has 
steadilv  increased,  and  it  has  a reputation  for 
putting  on  tin*  market  butter  equal  to  the  very 
best.  Bv  improved  methods  of  shipping  the 
butter  is  delivered  to  any  j>art  «»t  the  State 
or  in  the  large  New  England  cities  as  fresh 
and  sweet  a"  when  it  leaves  the  hands  of  the 
butter  maker. 
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Mr.  Hammond  is  also'  connected  with  the 
firm  of  Briggs,  Hammond  & Mullon,  artesian 
well  drivers,  and  has  materially  assisted  in  de- 
veloping a large  business.  They  have  four 
rigs  in  operation,  and  have  done  a large  busi- 
ness throughout  Middlesex  county.  In  1895 
Mr.  Hammond  was  sent  by  the  Republicans  to 
the  State  Legislature  where  he  served  on  the 
Agricultural  committee,  and  proved  a most  ef- 
ficient member.  He  is  a director  of  the  Dime 
Savings  Bank. 

On  December  16.  1879,  Mr.  Hammond  was 
married  to  Miss  Cora  A.  Smith,  daughter  of 
Luther  S.  and  Clarissa  C.  (Richmond)  Smith, 
old  and  prominent  people  of  Cromwell.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children : 
Luther  D.,  born  July  28.  1881 ; and  Nel- 
lie. Mr.  Hammond  is  a member  of  Apollo 
Lodge,  No.  33,  K.  P.,  of  Middletown.  He 
is  a very  jovial,  whole-souled  and  liberal  gen- 
tleman. He  is  well  known  throughout  the 
county,  and  is  very  popular.  Mr.  Hammond 
and  his  wife  are  very  hospitable  people,  and 
all  are  welcome  to  their  pleasant  and  attrac- 
tive home. 

FRANK  R.  DAVISON,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  prosperous  farmers  and  stock  raisers 
of  East  Haddam,  Middlesex  county,  traces 
his  ancestry  back  to  Wales,  from  which  coun- 
try the  family  emigrated  to  America,  locating 
in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  where  the  grand- 
father was  born,  and  where  he  grew  to  matur- 
ity and  married.  He  engaged  extensively  in 
farming.  During  an  epidemic  of  small  pox  the 
grandmother  died,  and  the  grandfather  re- 
moved to  Vermont,  eventually  dving  in  that 
State.  His  family  consisted  of  Ann,  who 
married  William  D.  Cutler,  of  Meriden,  Conn. ; 
Benjamin,  who  located  in  Springfield,  111.;  and 
Roswell,  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Roswell  Davison  was  born  in  Chenango 
county,  N.  Y.,  January  29,  1800,  and  four 
years  later  was  taken  to  Vermont.  When  a 
young  man  he  was  bound  out  to  an  uncle,  John 
Weaver,  of  Brooklyn,  Conn.,  with  whom  he 
learned  the  machinist’s  trade,  and  during  the 
period  of  his  apprenticeship  also  worked  in 
other  portions  of  the  State.  The  first  dollar 
that  Roswell  Davison  ever  earned — an  old 
Spanish  dollar,  bearing  the  date  of  1821 — is  in 
the  possession  of  his  son,  our  subject,  as  well  as 
another  coin,  bearing  the  date  of  1801,  which 
the  father  obtained  from  one  of  the  early  Had- 


dam families.  Being  a natural  genius  in  his 
line,  Roswell  Davison  invented  numerous  de- 
vices for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  twine  and 
other  cotton  working  machinery.  Later  he 
was  sent  to  Leesville,  where  some  new  cotton 
working  machines  were  put  up  but  failed  to 
work  through  some  defect  in  the  construction, 
readily  discovered  by  Mr.  Davison,  and  the 
plant  was  soon  in  good  order.  While  at  Lees- 
ville he  boarded  in  the  family  of  Capt.  William 
Wright,  and  there  met  Miss  Prudence  C. 
Wright,  whom  he  afterward  married.  Her 
father’s  family  was  as  follows:  Charles  D., 

born  January  25,  1804,  married  Harriet  Whit- 
more. Moses  B.,  born  September  26,  1805, 
married  Adelia  Whitmore.  Mary  S.,  born 
October  4,  1807,  married  Alphonso  Hyde. 
Mattalena  C.,  born  February  4,  1810,  married 
Levi  Crosby.  Hannah  E.,  born  January  28, 
1812,  married  Francis  G.  Root.  Prudence  C., 
born  May  26,  1814,  married  Roswell  Davison, 
and  died  in  1884,  aged  sixty-nine  years.  Dan- 
iel M.,  born  July  26,  1816,  married  Prudence 
Youngs.  Rebecca  A.,  born  July  14,  1818, 
married  Daniel  C.  Taylor.  Lucy  P.,  born  De- 
cember 14,  1820,  married  Mason  H.  Silliman. 
Ann  T.,  born  August  14,  1823,  married  Henry 
F.  Gardner.  Jane  G.,  born  Mlarch  5,  1826, 
died  in  youth. 

Elijah  Root,  father  of  Francis  G.  Root, 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing,  was  born  July  29, 
1786,  and  died  October  18,  1827.  He  married 
Lucy  Marshall,  who  was  born  July  6,  1791, 
and  died  September  20,  1870.  Their  children : 
Almedia  Marshall,  born  July  1,  1812,  in  Chat- 
ham, Conn.,  married  Warren  Gates,  of  Ni- 
antic,  Conn.  Francis  G.,  born  January  19, 
1814,  in  Millington,  died  November  13,  1893. 
Emily  C.,  born  Tanuary  12,  1816,  in  East  Had- 
dam, Conn.,  died  November  25,  1832.  Daniel 
M.,  born  October  7,  1819,  in  Marlborough, 
Conn.,  died  in  August,  1840.  Henry  R- 
was  born  April  23,  1822,  in  Marlborough. 
Jane  E.,  born  November  9,  1824,  in  Marlbor- 
ough, married  a Mr.  Welch,  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.  Elijah  D.,  born  October  20,  1857,  in 
Marlborough,  lives  in  New  York:  he  was 
never  married. 

After  his  marriage  Roswell  Davison  de- 
cided to  locate  in  Leesville,  and  soon  became 
identified  with  various  manufacturing  inter- 
ests. With  Stanton  S.  Card,  he  built  what  is 
known  as  Johnson’s  lower  mill,  and  later  Pur- 
ple’s lower  mill,  and  also1  Purple’s  east  milk 
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For  some  time  Mr.  Davison  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  gimlets,  using  the  screw  point, 
an  invention  of  Orville  Percival,  and  was  also 
associated  with  William  E.  Nichols  in  the  Red 
Mill  and  at  Leesville.  In  1850  he  disposed  of 
his  manufacturing  interests,  and  thereafter  de- 
voted his  time  to  farming,  making  a specialty 
of  tobacco,  purchasing  the  farm  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  Sidney  S.  Carter,  later  buy- 
ing the  Williams  place,  where  our  subject 
now  lives,  owning  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
about  200  acres  in  the  town  of  East  Haddam. 
Politically,  he  was  a radical  Democrat,  and 
he  served  as  probate  judge  of  the  town  of' 
East  Haddam  for  many  years.  Fraternally  he 
was  a Mason,  being  connected  with  Mount 
Moriah  Lodge,  No.  41.  This  gentleman  was 
a man  of  strong  convictions,  and  never  hesi- 
tated to1  express  them,  no  matter  what  the 
personal  consequences  might  be. 

Of  the  children  born  to  Roswell  Davison 
and  wife,  the  eldest  died  in  infancy,  and  the 
fourth  at  the  age  of  ten ; Nora  Isabella,  horn 
September  24,  1847,  married  J.  G.  Palmer, 
by  whom  she  had  two  children,  Ray  S.  and 
Margie  B.,  and  she- died  October  8,  1877; 
and  Frank  R.  The  death  of  Roswell  Davison 
occurred  on  July  2,  1869,  and  his  loss  was 
deeply  mourned,  the  community  losing  a good 
citizen,  and  his  family  a loving  member. 

Frank  R.  Davison  was  born  near  Moodus, 
in  the  town  of  East  Haddam,  June  30,  1853. 
Fie  attended  the  public  schools,  and  after  com- 
pleting a course  at  Wesleyan  Academy  at 
Wilbraham,  Mass.,  in  1874,  he  returned  to  the 
old  homestead.  Flere  he  took  up  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming,  and  is  one  of  the  best  agri- 
culturists in  the  county,  his  acres  testifying  to 
his  thorough  knowledge  of  his  work. 

Mr.  Davison  was  married  to  V.  Elizabeth 
Tucker,  a daughter  of  Richard  and  Ann 
(Pierce)  Tucker,  natives  of  England  and 
Rhode  Island,  respectively,  who  resided  in 
Fitchburg,  Mass.  Mrs.  Davison  was  born 
February  26,  1860,  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  re 
ceived  a thorough  education,  and  has  been  one 
of  the  leading  educators  of  the  county  l"'  a 
number  of  years,  having  for  four  years  ably 
conducted  the  Red  Lane  school.  IY>  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Davison  was  born  one  child.  R ink  Sr' 
den,  August  22,  1886.  In  political  belief  Mr. 
Davison  is  a Republican,  although  lor  some 
years  lie  followed  the  example  of  his  i.ither, 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  Since  1^7. 


Davison  has  been  town  commissioner,  and  he 
has  served  on  the  board  of  relief  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  from  1886  to  1899  was  clerk 
and  treasurer  of  the  school  district  in  which 
he  lives,  and  was  also  on  the  school  com- 
mittee. Both  he  and  his  accomplished  wife 
are  very  popular,  and  deserve  the  high  esteem 
they  inspire. 

WILLIAM  O.  COULTER,  a leading 
hotel  man  of  Old  Saybrook,  is  a son  of  James 
E.  Coulter,  who  was  born  in  County  Armagh, 
Ireland,  April  21,  1821.  His  father,  whose 
name  is  supposed  to  have  been  Thomas,  was 
a native  of  Scotland,  and  after  his  marriage 
with  Kate  Fisher,  of  Woolwich.  England,  set- 
tled in  the  North  of  Ireland. 

James  E.  Coulter,  when  eleven  years  old, 
came  to  the  United  States,  making  the  trip 
under  the  care  of  the  mate  of  the  vessel,  who 
was  a friend  of  the  family.  He  attended 
school  near  Albany,  and  soon  found  work  in 
the  printing  office  of  Thurlow  Weed,  of  that 
city,  where  he  learned  the  trade,  and  won 
the  favor  of  his  distinguished  employer  to  a 
marked  degree.  Office  work,  however,  proved 
too  confining,  and  after  some  two  years  or 
more,  he  was  forced  to  give  up  the  trade,  and 
engage  in  out-door  work.  He  became  a brick 
layer  and  stone  setter,  and  worked  at  this 
trade  very  successfully  for  many  years,  much 
of  the  time  in  the  citv  of  New  York,  where 
he  had  charge  of  the  erection  of  many  large 
buildings,  one  of  the  most  important  being  the 
old  City  Opera  House.  At  the  age  of  thirty 
he  had  become  a contractor  and  builder,  and 
at  the  same  time  an  influential  force  in  city 
politics.  lie  was  made  a captain  of  the  old 
metropolitan  police,  and  had  bis  office  at  the 
corner  of  48th  street  and  8th  Ave.  He  was 
promoted  to  be  Inspector  of  police,  and  the 
entire  citv,  north  of  i.jtli  street  was  his  ter 
ritorv.  Soon  after  the  war  be  was  made  war- 
den of  the  Tombs,  which  position  he  held  for 
six  years,  and  was  then  appointed  judge  of  the 
police  Court,  a position  be  likewise  filled  for 
six  vears.  Mr.  Coulter  was  alderman  and  as 
semblyman  several  terms,  and  was  harbor 
master  two  terms,  and  in  the  last  named  of- 
fice won  a w ide  circle  of  triends  Many  valu- 
able presents  were  made  him  front  parties  to 
whom  he  had  extended  consideration  and 
courtesy,  among  which  was  most  highly 
prized  a valuable  watch,  costing  several  him 
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dred  dollars,  and  bearing  the  names  of  a score 
or  more  of  sea  captains.  About  1861  Mr. 
Coulter  came  to  Saybrook,  passing  the  sum- 
mer here,  and  going  back  to  New  York  the 
following  winter.  At  Saybrook  he  eventually 
made  numerous  and  extensive  investments, 
largely  of  dock  and  store  properties,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Point,  though  he  owned  an 
extensive  tract  of  land  in  the  north  part  of 
the  village,  and  a street  running  through  it  is 
now  called  Coulter's  Lane.  When  the  Civil 
war  broke  out  Mr.  Coulter  went  to  the  front 
as  an  officer  in  the  Seventy-ninth  New  York 
Scottish  Highlanders,  but  was  wounded  in 
the  second  engagement  in  which  the  regiment 
figured,  and  was  obliged  to  resign  his  com- 
mission. 

While  in  New  York  Mr.  Coulter  took  a 
deep  interest  in  educational  matters,  and  for 
a number  of  years  served  as  school  trustee. 
In  the  hall  of  the  school  on  40th  street,  be- 
tween 7th  avenue  and  8th  avenue,  a tab- 
let appears  bearing  his  name  in  connection 
with  other  officers  of  the  school.  Mr.  Coulter 
made  a phenomenal  success,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  he  came  to  this  country  when  only 
eleven  years  of  age,  without  a friend  on  this 
side  of  the  ocean,  save  only  the  sailor  who 
saw  him  across  the  water,  and  while  his  ca- 
reer was  not  without  reverses,  in  after  years 
he  was  worth  many  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. In  the  panic  of  1873  he  lost  heavily, 
and  speculations  at  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  proved 
extremely  disastrous,  so  that  in  his  old  age  he 
was  at  the  verge  of  ruin.  He  disposed,  how- 
ever, of  nearly  all  his  city  property  at  good 
figures,  and  about  1884  made  his  permanent 
home  in  Saybrook.  Here  he  owned  a grist- 
mill and  a sawmill,  and  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, devoting  himself  to  the  care  of  what  re- 
mained of  a very  considerable  fortune.  With 
his  other  property  here,  Mr.  Coulter  owned  the 
hotel  which  is  now  the  property  of  his  son. 
The  very  serious  losses  which  he  suffered  dur- 
ing his  later  business  years  were  to  a great  ex- 
tent the  result  of  confidence  in  his  friends,  and 
of  a liberal  and  generous  spirit.  He  died  at 
Saybrook  September  30,  1896. 

James  E.  Coulter  was  three  times  mar- 
ried. His  first  wife,  Miss  Ames,  of  Albany, 
bore  him  four  children,  of  whom  John  F.  lives 
in  Saybrook;  James  R.  is  in  the  Custom  House 
in  New  York;  Christine  married  David 
Powers,  and  is  deceased ; and  Catherine  mar- 


ried Timothy  Crotty,  and  is  also  deceased. 
Mrs.  Julia  Coulter,  second  wife  of  James  E. 
Coulter,  bore  him  one  son  and  three  daugh- 
ters: Frances  M.,  the  wife  of  Adrian  C. 

Duff,  of  New  York;  Tliurlow  Weed,  of  Chi- 
cago; Harriet  Weed,  the  widow  of  J.  L. 
Phelps,  of  Essex,  Conn. ; and  Julia  F.,  who 
died  young.  Anna  Amelia  Cotter,  the  third 
wife  of  Mr.  Coulter,  was  a daughter  of  Oliver 
and  Anna  (McMath)  Cotter,  and  was  born  in 
Albany  in  1833.  She  died  in  Saybrook  Sep- 
tember 7,  1889.  To  this  union  were  born 
the  following : William  O.,  whose  name  in- 

troduces this  article;  Edward  Seymour,  of 
Saybrook;  and  Thomas  D.,  who  is  probate 
judge  and  town  clerk  of  Essex. 

William  O.  Coulter  was  born  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  June  1,  1868,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  city  schools,  being  a graduate 
of  Grammar  School,  No.  58,  class  of  1884. 
For  a year  and  a half  he  attended  the  Seabury 
Institute,  at  Saybrook.  He  desired  to  be  a 
seaman,  but  his  parents  were  not  willing,  and 
the  way  to  the  naval  school  at  Annapolis,  Md., 
was  unexpectedly  closed.  When  the  young 
man  was  seventeen  years  old  he  came  to  the 
city  of  New  York  from  Saybrook,  and 
through  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  secured  a position 
with  the  Wilber  Mercantile  Agency  at  the 
modest  salary  of  six  dollars  per  week.  He  re- 
mained with  them  two  and  a half  years,  and 
during  that  time  his  salary  was  doubled. 
Sickness  at  home  however  called  him  back 
to  Saybrook,  and  for  the  following  fourteen 
months,  he  was  employed  in  a grocery  store 
owned  by  D.  M.  Holmes. 

William  O.  Coulter  was  married  to  Mary 
A.  Hefflon,  of  Saybrook,  a daughter  of  Her- 
bert and  Mary  (Dawes)  Hefflon.  To  them 
were  born  Harriet  Phelps,  July  17,  1890; 
William  Elliot,  born  May  2,  1895  ; twins,  who 
died  at  birth ; and  Lancelot  Power,  born  Sep- 
tember 12,  1899. 

Like  his  father  Mr.  Coulter  is  strongly 
Democratic  in  his  politics,  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  the  workings  of  the  party  organiza- 
tion. He  was  the  chairman  of  the  town  com- 
mittee, and  for  ten  years  has  served  as  regis- 
trar of  voters.  Mr.  Coulter  had  his  first  experi- 
ence in  the  hotel  business  when  he  took  charge 
of  his  father’s  hotel  property  at  Oyster  River, 
which  he  conducted  very  successfully  for  two 
years.  In  1892  he  became  proprietor  of  the 
“Coulter  House,"  and  has  conducted  it  to  the 
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present  time,  -making  an  enviable  record  as  a 
hotel  man.  Mr.  Coulter  has  a first-class  livery 
stable  in  connection  with  the  hotel,  and  both 
are  productive  property.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  Fenwick  Lodge,  No.  20,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; Lodge 
No.  35,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  at  Meriden;  Siloam 
Lodge,  No.  32,  F.  & A.  M. ; Burning  Bush 
Chapter,  at  Essex ; Cyrene  Commandery,  No. 
8,  K.  T.,  at  Middletown;  and  Pyramid  Tem- 
ple, Mystic  Shrine.  Fie  is  also  a member  of 
the  Hotel  Men’s  Association,  of  the  Hartford 
Yacht  Club,  of  the  Second  Company,  Gov- 
ernor’s Foot  Guards,  of  New  Haven,  and  of 
Putnam  Phalanx. 

CHARLES  W.  DOANE  is  a well-known 
and  reliable  citizen  o-f  Deep  River,  Conn.,  who 
has  conducted  a successful  machine  shop  in 
this  place  since  t868,  and  one  who  has  in- 
structed many  of  the  successful  young  machin- 
ists who  are  now  engaged  in  business  through 
this  locality. 

The  first  record  of  his  ancestors  which  Mr. 
Doane  has  was  when  Prince  Doane  and  wife 
came  from  England  and  settled  at  Eastham, 
on  Capt  Cod,  in  1695,  his  son,  Prince,  Jr.,  re- 
moving to  Savbrook  in  1734,  and  the  latter’s 
youngest  son,  James,  who  became  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  located  near 
Springfield,  Mass.,  in  1765. 

David  Doane,  grandson  of  James,  was  one 
of  thirteen  children,  and  his  birth  occurred  in 
West  Springfield,  Mass.,  where  he  lived  until 
his  marriage,  when  he  removed  to  East  Long 
Meadow,  Mass.,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, buying  land,  and  he  died  there  at  the  early 
age  of  forty-three.  Fie  married  Laura  Bliss, 
who  was  born  in  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  and  their 
children  were:  Charles  W. ; Celia,  who  mar- 

ried Ralph  Hopkins  and  lives  in  Springfield. 
Mass.:  and  David  \Y.,  who  married  a Miss 
Brown  and  lives  in  Springfield. 

Charles  W.  Doane  was  horn  September  15, 
1834,  in  East  Long  Meadow,  Mass.,  and  re- 
mained there  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of 
age,  attending  the  district  schools.  Removing 
to  Meriden,  Conn.,  Mr.  Doane  entered  the 
factory  of  I l athaway  & Reckon  ridge,  where  lie 
continued  for  two  years,  learning  the  trade  • 1 
machinist,  beginning  with  wages  "t  fitly  cents 
per  day.  Mis  residence  in  Meriden  covered  a 
period  of  four  years,  during  which  time 
he  ran  a stationary  engine  for  one  vent  El 
lowing  this  a short  time  was  spent  in  a snial 


hamlet  near  Quincy,  111.,  and  when  trade  be- 
came dull  he  engaged  in  farm  work  for  a sea- 
son, later  obtaining  employment  in  the  running 
of  an  engine  in  a distillery.  After  one  year  in 
Illinois,  Air.  Doane  returned  to  Connecticut, 
securing  employment  in  Hartford,  in  the  ma- 
chine shop  of  Willis  Thrall,  this  place  being 
located  then  on  the  corner  of  High  and  Asylum 
streets.  After  a few  months  in  this  >sition, 
Mr.  Doane  heard  of  a better  one  at  Paterson, 
N.  J.,  where  there  was  an  opening  in  the  lo- 
comotive works,  but  on  July  14.  1856,  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Hathaway,  from  whom  he  had 
learned  his  trade,  he  came  to  Deep  River.  Mr. 
Hathaway  was  employed  in  the  factory  of 
Pratt  Bros.  & Co.,  and  here  our  subject  also 
secured  employment  in  the  manufacture  of 
combs,  remaining  with  that  firm  and  its  suc- 
cessors until  1808,  when  he  erected  his  own 
shop.  For  these  many  years  Mr.  Doane  ha' 
carried  on  a very  successful  business  in  gen 
eral  machine  work  and  repairing  and  frequent- 
ly employs  several  assistants.  His  reputation 
for  thoroughness  and  his  comprehension  of  all 
the  details  of  the  various  lines  of  his  business, 
have  made  his  instructions  very  valuable,  and 
he  has  been  the  instructor  of  many  young  men 
who  now  hold  responsible  positions  as  skilled 
mechanics. 

On  November  6,  181)7.  Mf-  Doane  married 
Miss  Ellen  Canty,  of  Deep  River,  who  was 
horn  in  1840,  a native  of  County  C ork.  Ire 
land,  and  who  came  to  the  United  States  when 
she  was  eleven  years  old.  To  this  union  have 
been  born ; Laura  I L,  born  in  iS(>8;  John,  born 
in  1871,  died  in  1874:  Catherine  I...  l»*m  in 
1873;  Tohn  C..  bom  in  1877;  Ellen,  l»>rn  in 
1882;  and  David,  !>orn  in  1884.  The  j>olitics 
of  Mr.  Doane  arc  Republican,  and  he  has 
served  on  school  committees,  hut  he  has  never 
accepted  office  of  a |>o!itical  character.  His 
pleasant  home  was  erected  in  1870,  where  he 
enjoys  the  comforts  of  life,  all  earned  In  Inm 
self.' 

ARNOLD.  The  name  d \m<*ld  in  Had 
dam  is  inseparably  linked  in  memory  w ith  the 
quarries.  Isaac  Arnold,  in  his  day.  was  one  of 
the  best  known  of  the  public  spirited  citizens  of 
the  town,  and  at  his  death  left  the  priceless 
heritage  of  an  honorable  name  Isaac  \rn>«ld 
was  L»rn  July  *».  1815,  -on  of  Joseph  ami 
Thankful  ( Clark ) \mold.  and  died  \ugmt  26. 
1892.  He  received  his  schooling  in  Massachu 
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setts,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  in  connec- 
tion with  his  brother  Samuel,  began  working 
a quarry  property  owned  by  the  family  in  Had- 
dam.  The  brothers  remained  together  until 
May,  1869,  when  Samuel  died,  and  Isaac  car- 
ried on  the  business  alone,  until  1885,  when  he 
retired.  The  business  was  extensively  man- 
aged, much  of  the  floating  property  that  was 
used  in  transportation  also  belonging  to  them. 
Beyond  a doubt,  Samuel  and  Isaac  Arnold 
were  the  two  most  prominent  men  in  Haddam 
of  their  day.  Isaac  Arnold  was  a man  of 
strong  personality,  and  became  distinguished 
in  many  wavs.  At  one  time  an  effort  was 
made  to  remove  the  court  house  from  Had- 
dam to  Middletown,  and  a strong  delegation 
of  prominent  Middletown  men  lobbied  at 
Hartford  for  this  end,  but  Mr.  Arnold  de- 
feated the  scheme  and  the  change  was  not 
made  during  his  lifetime.  Mr.  Arnold  rep- 
resented the  town  many  times  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  was  a delegate  to  the  National  Dem- 
ocratic Convention  held  at  New  York  to  nom- 
inate Horatio  Sevmour  for  President  of  the 
United  States.  As  a leader,  he  was  recog- 
nized throughout  the  State.  In  his  younger 
days,  he  connected  himself  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
of  East  Haddam. 

On  December  13,  1834,  Isaac  Arnold  mar- 
ried Mary  Ann  Thomas,  who  was  born  Octo- 
ber 1,  t8t6,  and  died  August  28,  1849,  a 
daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Mary  (Brainerd) 
Thomas.  For  his  second  wife,  Isaac  Arnold 
wedded  March  20,  1856,  Maria  M.  Thomas, 
a sister  of  his  first  wife,  born  December  21, 
1822.  Idis  children  were  as  follows:  (1) 

Isaac,  Jr.,  born  March  20,  1840,  is  a colonel 
in  the  United  States  service,  in  the  Ordnance 
Department  stationed  at  Pittsburg;  he  was  ed- 
ucated in  Westfield,  Mass.,  and  Brainerd 
Academy,  Haddam  and  Wilbraham,  Mass., 
and  was  graduated  at  West  Point,  in  June, 
1862.  He  entered  the  service  as  lieutenant, 
received  his  captain’s  commission  March  7, 
1867,  and  possesses  a brilliant  record  for  serv- 
ice during  the  Civil  war.  On  January  13, 
1864,  he  married  Lucetta  Apgar,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  they  have  had  six  children : Henry 
Isaac  (born  December  7,  1866),  Charles  Ap- 
gar (born  September  10,  1869,  died  January 
9,  1870),  Irene  (born  January  29.  1872), 

Laurence,  Lucetta  and  Ruth.  (2)  Henry 
Smith,  born  March  18,  1842,  died  March  10, 


1844.  (3)  Sabra  Ann,  widow  of  John  M. 

Ingersoll,  is  mentioned  below. 

Mrs.  Sabra  Ann  (Arnold)  Ingersoll 
was  born  December  24,  1846,  and  received  ex- 
cellent educational  advantages,  attending  the 
well-known  seminary  of  Miss  Payne,  in  Mid- 
dletown, for  four  years.  On  November  12, 
1872,  she  married  John  M.  Ingersoll,  a son 
of  Major  Edward  and  Harriet  (Childs)  Inger- 
soll, and  to  this  union  were  born : Harriet 

Arnold,  August  15,  1875,  who  was  educated 
at  Miss  Patton’s  Seminary,  in  Middletown; 
and  Charles  Merritt,  August  9,  1878.  Both  of 
these  young  people  at  present  reside  with  Mrs. 
Ingersoll  in  her  pleasant  home.  Mr.  Inger- 
soll was  born  January  26,  1845,  and  he  died 
March  4,  1885.  He  was  employed  in  the 
quarries  belonging  to  the  Arnold  family,  at 
Haddam.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  enlisted 
as  a corporal  in  the  Eighth  Massachusetts 
Volunteer  Infantry,  being  mustered  out  in 
1864,  when  he  returned  to  Haddam,  and  there 
resided  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mrs.  Ingersoll  is  a lady  of  ability,  and 
among  the  people  who  have  known  her  as  child, 
wife,  mother  and  widow,  she  is  regarded  as 
worthy  the  highest  esteem. 

WINTHROP  J.  PRANN.  Among  the 
old  and  prominent  families  of  Connecticut  is 
that  of  Prann,  whose  worthy  representative  is 
a well-known  merchant  and  the  popular  post- 
master of  Centerbrook. 

John  Prann,  his  grandfather,  was  a native 
of  Wethersfield  where  he  grew  up  and  married. 
A wheelwright  and  wagonmaker  by  trade,  he 
continued  at  that  business  almost!  his  entire 
life,  and  he  died  in  his  native  place.  He  was 
the  father  of  three  children : Mary,  now  de- 

ceased, married  J.  Jenckes,  of  Providence,  R. 
I. ; Charles  died  in  Cresco,  Iowa;  and  John  W. 
is  the  father  of  our  subject. 

John  W.  Prann  was  born  in  Wethersfield, 
Conn.,  and  there  grew  to'  maturity,  learning 
the  printing  trade  which  he  followed  in  Mid- 
dletown and  Hartford,  later  returning  to  his 
native  place  where  he  entered  his  father's  shop, 
learned  his  business  and  continued  there  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  which  ended  in  his  sixty- 
sixth  year.  A strong  Republican  in  his  polit- 
ical faith,  he  was  always  interested  in  public 
affairs.  He  married  Helen  Webb,  a daughter 
of  Heman  Webb,  of  Chester,  Conn.,  and  a de- 
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scendant  of  -the  old  Webb  family  of  Chester, 
branches  of  which  still  reside  there.  She  died 
at  the  early  age  of  thirty-six  years.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Prann  vyere  born : Annie,  who  mar- 
ried Charlton  M.  Pratt,  of  Deep  River; 
Charles,  deceased;  Winthrop  J. ; Chester  W., 
a merchant  of  Branford,  Conn. ; Mary,  who 
married  R.  C.  Jones,  formerly  of  Suffield,  now 
of  Deep  River;  Robert,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Harry  N.,  a clerk  for  his  brother,  Winthrop  J. ; 
Ernest  L.,  of  Deep  River;  and  Frederick,  of 
Branford. 

Winthrop  J.  Prann,  was  born  in  Wethers- 
field, September  12,  i860,  and  at  the  age  of 
twelve  went  to  Chester  to  make  his  home  with 
his  grandparents.  His  opportunity  for  educa- 
tion was  confined  to  the  home  schools,  and  al- 
though he  applied  himself  assiduously  he  had 
no  opportunities  after  his  fifteenth  year.  While 
living  in  Chester  he  engaged  in  farm  work, 
later  securing  employment  in  a general  store 
at  Winthrop,  where  he  remained  more  than  a 
year,  coming  then  to  Essex  and  entering  into 
work  in  the  “Griswold  House,”  it  then  being 
the  principal,  as  it  was  the  oldest,  public  house 
in  the  town.  A year  later  Mr.  Prann  entered 
into  the  employ  of  C.  L.  Clark,  in  a general 
store  iti  Centerbrook,  continuing  in  this  con- 
nection over  a year,  and  remaining  after  PI.  O. 
Rose  purchased  the  business  from  Mr.  Clark. 
On  August  12,  1886,  by  his  attention  to  busi- 
ness and  by  the  display  of  those  qualities  which 
obtained  for  him  the  confidence  of  his  em- 
ployer, Ml*.  Prann  was  admitted  to  a partner- 
ship, and  in  the  following  spring  he  became  the 
sole  proprietor,  having  so  continued  ever  since. 
The  business  conducted  by  Mr.  Prann  is  a suc- 
cessful one  and  has  been  satisfactory  from  the 
beginning,  and  in  connection  he  has  a separate 
building  for  a large  flour  and  feed  business. 
The  enterprise  shown  by  Mr.  Prann  has  met 
with  a large  patronage,  his  long  connection 
with  the  trade  enabling  him  to  buy  and  sell  in 
a manner  satisfactory  to  himself  and  to  hi-' 
customers.  A Republican  of  the  stanchest 
kind,  lie  has  ever  done  his  full  duty  as  a citi- 
zen, and  his  services  to  his  party  have  been 
recognized  by  his  appointment  as  pi  ^tmastn  a 
Centerbrook,  which  office  he  has  elticicntb 
filled  for  the  past  nine  years. 

Mr.  Prann  was  married  on  Mn\  20,  1NS0, 
to  Minnie  A.  Mather,  a daughter  of  Richard 
11.  Mather,  and  to  this  union  were  born  ; Mar 
jory  W.,  born  June  20,  1891  ; and  Stewart, 


born  March  5,  1893.  Socially  he  is  connected 
with  Jefferson  council,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  Xo.  49, 
and  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  holding  offices  in  both 
organizations.  Through  many  discourage- 
ments Mr.  Prann  has  attained  his  present  po- 
sition of  esteem  in  the  community,  and  can 
feel  that  he  has  honestly  earned  it  without  in- 
debtedness to  any  one. 

G.  L.  BURROW  S,  dealer  in  men’s  fur- 
nishings, men  s and  boys’  shoes,  sporting 
goods,  stationery,  confectionery  and  ice  cream, 
is  located  on  Main  street,  Essex,  Middlesex 
county,  Connecticut. 

MARTIN  LOVELAND,  a resident  of  the 
Westfield  District,  Middletown,  rounded  >ut 
a longer  period  on  the  Middletown  Lard  of 
selectmen  than  any  other  citizen  in  the  hi-t- -ry 
of  that  town. 

The  Loveland  family  came  to  America 
early  in  Colonial  days.  The  name  of  Mr.  Love- 
land’s emigrant  ancestor  is  not  now  kn<  >wn,  the 
first  of  whom  we  have  record  being  T'h-  mas 
Loveland,  who  was  made  a freeman  in  1070. 
It  is  thought  that  he  was  a son  of  John  I ze 
land,  whose  widow  came  to  the  New  World 
with  her  three  sons  and  her  father-in-law,  who 
it  is  supposed  died  on  the  water.  The  early 
home  of  the  Lovelands  in  England  L thought 
to  have  been  the  city  of  N< >rwich,  in  the  C ’■  unity 
of  Norfolk,  England. 

JTiomas  Loveland,  of  Wethersfield.  abwe 
mentioned,  had  the  following  children,  b -rn  in 
Wethersfield  (now  Glastonbury):  John,  who 
married  Keziah  Williams,  June  i(>,  1708;  Rob- 
ert, who  married  Ruth  Gilman.  August  19. 
1697;  Hannah,  who  married  William  Ilmnc. 
December  1,  1709;  Mary,  who  married  Thomas 
Dickinson  June  1,  1693;  Elizabeth,  who  mar 


lied  Benjamin  Strickland. 

December  2.  1708; 

Thomas,  who  married  E 

amice  House;  and 

Samuel,  born  in  if>77*  " 

ho  married  Lvdia 

Barnard.  October  4.  1705 

John  Loveland,  the  son 

of  Hiomas,  |jorn  at 

Glastonbury  about  1083,  died  thereabout  175” 
lie  received  grants  of  land  Irmii  his  native 
town,  from  time  to  time,  lie  was  married 
there  June  ib,  1708.  to  Keziah  Williams,  \\h<> 
was  horn  in  Glastonbury  February  to, 
and  died  there  March  to.  1 ~4  * - D'cir  chil- 
dren w ere  as  follow  s ; Keziah.  bum  September 
iS,  171*);  John,  bwn  Deceml*er  .’t.  1710.  who 
married  Comfort  Talcott : Hannah,  born  June 
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14,  1712,  who  married  Charles  Eddy;  Thomas, 
born  April  2,  1714,  who  married  Eunice  Hol- 
lister; Mary,  born  December  2,  1715,  who 
died  March  28,  1789,  unmarried;  Abigail,  born 
May  2,  1718;  Dorothy,  in  November,  1719; 
Susanna,  in  July,  1722;  Jonathan,  in  April, 
1724;  David,  in  February,  1727;  Martha,  May 
20,  1729;  Rachel,  August  17,  1734. 

John  Loveland,  born  December  21,  1710, 
at  Glastonbury,  died  there  May  8,  1751.  He 
was  accidentally  drowned  in  the  Connecticut 
river,  while  crossing  from  Wethersfield  to 
Glastonbury.  In  Glastonbury  he  was  married, 
January  25,  1736,  to  Comfort  Talcott,  who 
was  born  in  1715,  and  died  October  21,  1786. 
Mr.  Loveland  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 
His  widow  married  Nathaniel  Coleman,  by 
whom  she  had  a family  of  children.  John  and 
Comfort  Loveland  were  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing named : Comfort,  born  November  27, 

1737,  who  married  Roger  Riley;  Elizabeth, 
born  July  19,  1739,  who  married  Capt.  Will- 
iam Miller;  John,  mentioned  below;  Prudence, 
born  March  13,  1743,  who  died  July  23,  1748; 
Elijah,  born  May  31,  1745,  who  married  Lois 
Page,  for  his  second  wife  Anna  Doming,  and 
for  his  third  wife,  Betsey  Andrews;  Joseph, 
born  April  14,  1747,  who  married  Mercy  Bige- 
low; Prudence,  born  June  18,  1749,  who-  died 
unmarried  September  14,  1773;  and  Hjbpe, 
born  June  17,  1751,  who  married  Joseph  Buell. 

John  Loveland,  born  at  Glastonbury  De- 
cember 25,  1740,  died  at  Wethersfield  October 
30,  1809.  He  was  a farmer,  and  bought  land 
in  Wethersfield,  with  buildings,  in  1764.  For 
his  first  wife  he  married,  at  Wethersfield,  in 
1769,  Elizabeth  ( Betsey)  Buck,  who  was  born 
in  1744,  and  died  April  6,  1794.  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  he  married  Mrs.  Esther  (Buck)  Sew- 
ard, who  was  born  in  Durham  in  1760,  and 
died  in  Wethersfield  November  13,  1824.  John 
Loveland  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  assisted  in  the  capture  of  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne.  His  children  were:  (1)  John,  born 

April  11,  1770,  married  Rebecca  Deming,  and, 
after  her  death,  Mabel  Hurlbut.  (2)  Com- 
fort, born  in  1773,  married  his  cousin,  Pru- 
dence Buck.  (3)  Elizabeth,  born  July  17, 
T796,  married  William  Ney.  (4)  Talcott, 
born  in  1797,  died  at  Wethersfield.  (5)  Caro- 
line, born  in  1799,  married  Jared  Harrison. 
(6)  Joseph,  born  in  1800,  married  Amanda 
Goodrich,  and  (second)  Mrs.  Lucy  (Church- 
ill) Butler.  (7)  Justus  is  mentioned  below. 


Justus  Loveland,  the  father  of  Martin,  and 
the  youngest  child  in  the  above  family,  was 
born  December  11,  1801,  in  Wethersfield, 
where  he  was  reared  to  farming.  In  1851  he 
sold  his  farm  there  and  settled  in  Westfield, 
buying  the  Hfenry  Cornwall  place,  a large  farm, 
on  which  he  devoted  himself  to  the  raising  and 
fattening  of  cattle  in  addition  to  general  agri- 
culture. In  time  he  disposed  of  this  place,  and 
he  passed  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  retire- 
ment; he  died  January  30,  1889.  In  early  life 
Mr.  Loveland  was  a Democrat  politically,  but 
he  became  a ' Republican  on  the  organization 
of  the  party.  He  was  of  a retiring  disposition, 
and  never  sought  office.  Belonging  to  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  his  life  was  squared  to  his  pro- 
fession of  faith.  Mr.  Loveland  was  married 
in  Wethersfield,  November  16,  1832,  to  Mary 
Robbins,  born  there  September  9,  1801,  who 
died  at  Westfield  February  2,  1879.  They 
had  children  as  follows:  (1)  Ralph  R.,  born 

November  1,  1833,  married  Jane  Boardman, 
and,  after  her  death,  Alice  R.  Upson ; he  is  a 
farmer  in  Westfield.  (2)  Martin  is  mentioned 
below.  (3)  Roderick,  born  December  8,  1837. 
married  Emma  E.  Burr,  and  is  living  in  East 
Berlin,  Conn.  (4)  Frederick,  born  April  11, 
1839,  married  a Miss  Griswold;  he  is  a resi- 
dent of  Hartford. 

Martin  Loveland  was  born  November  11, 
1835,  ar*d  lived  at  home  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age,  meanwhile  obtaining  a very  good 
education  in  the  district  school  and  Wethers- 
field Academy.  Coming  to  Middletown  while 
still  a boy,  he  found  a place  in  the  industries  of 
that  busy  town.  After  a time  he  became  inter- 
ested in  the  contracting  business,  and  for  many 
years  was  very  prominent  in  the  business  cir- 
cles of  the  community,  contracting  in  stone  and 
grading  work.  He  gave  employment  to  a num- 
ber of  men,  also1  using  seven  teams  in  his  work. 
In  1878  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  town 
council,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  term 
served  continuously  on  that  body  until  his  re- 
tirement, in  1895.  In  1893  he  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  board,  a well  deserved  recog- 
nition of  his  long  and  faithful  services  in  that 
body,  and  in  1894  and  1895  he  was  honored 
with  re-election.  At  the  present  time  he  is 
holding  no  town  office.  For  twenty-five  years 
or  more  he  was  a member  of  the  Republican 
town  committee,  and  he  has  served  on  the 
Grand  Jury.  Socially  Mr.  Loveland  is  an- 
associate  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
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Martin  Loveland  and  Lucy  A.  Cornwell 
were  married  November  io,  1857.  Mrs.  Love- 
land was  born  in  Westfield,  April  12,  1830,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lucinda  (Miller) 
Cornwell,  the  former  an  extensive  farmer  in 
Westfield.  She  died  May  21,  1894,  the  mother 
of  the  following  children:  (1)  Minnie  R., 

born  March  31,  i860,  was  married  September 
6.  1878,  to  Clarence  S.  Griswold,  of  Berlin, 
Conn.,  who  was  born  January  12,  1857,  and  is 
now  residing  in  Wrestfield.  They  have  two 
children — Arthur  E.,  born  October  7,  1884, 
who  graduated  in  1900  from  Harding’s  Busi- 
ness College,  Middletown;  and  Ruth  L.,  born 
September  13,  1892.  Mr.  Griswold  is  a travel- 
ing salesman.  (2)  Arthur  M.,  born  January 
6,  1867,  in  Westfield,  was  married  June  1, 
1892,  to  Lula  Arnold,  of  Haddam,  Conn.,  who 
died  while  on  their  wedding  trip  June  24,  1892. 
Arthur  M.  Loveland  was  very  well  prepared 
for  an  active  and  honorable  career.  He  ob- 
tained his  literary  education  in  the  Westfield 
District  School,  the  Simpson  school  and  Smith's 
Seminary,  and  subsequently  attended  Han- 
num’s  Business  College  and  Gaffey’s  Short- 
hand School.  As  his  tastes  ran  in  the  direction 
of  journalism  he  became  connected  with  the 
Middletown  Herald.  Subsequently  he  was 
connected  with  the  Meriden  Republican  and 
the  New  Haven  Union.  For  some  years  he 
was  a traveling  salesman  for  the  Southington 
Cutlery  Company,  until  their  business  was  pur- 
chased by  the  Meriden  Britannia  Company. 
When  his  father  became  first  selectman  of  the 
town,  in  1893,  lie  was  made  clerk  ol  the  Board 
of  Selectmen.  He  is  now  connected  with  the 
Middletown  Penny  Press,  a daily. 

Martin  Loveland  contracted  a second  mar- 
riage, in  December,  1895,  with  Mrs.  Jennie 
(Dunham)  Griswold,  of  Berlin. 

E.  W.  GOSS,  for  some  time  superintend 
ent  and  manager  of  the  Middletown  Street 
Railway  Company,  of  Middletown,  has  the 
reputation  of  having  worked  up  from  the  bot- 
tom to  his  present  enviable  standing. 

Mr.  Goss  was  born  at  Washington,  Yt„ 
December  19,  1863,  son  (,i  t Itarles  and  Sarah 
I | )< >\\  uni")  GoSS.  I he  I at  her.  a eat : e 
the  same  town,  followed  the  business  of  ear 
riage  making  throughout  his  active  liie.  I le  is 
vet  living.  Ilis  father  was  John  1>.  Goss,  and 
his  grandfather  was  a saddlemaket  at  V01 
Me,  m the  very  early  history  of  that  lo<  1 
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E.  W.  Goss  was  the  only  child  of  his  par- 
ents. \\  liile  he  was  still  a child  they  moved 
to  southern  New  Hampshire,  and  still  later 
to  Massachusetts.  The  lad  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  the  towns  where  his  parents 
lived,  and  when  he  had  grown  older  concluded 
his  schooling  with  a course  at  the  Bryant  & 
Stratton  Business  College  in  Boston.  While 
he  was  in  his  'teens  he  worked  in  a printing 
office,  and  in  1885  began  the  business  career  in 
which  he  has  demonstrated  the  possession  of 
unusual  executive  ability.  He  is  naturally 
fond  of  machinery,  and  early  displayed  un- 
usual mechanical  ingenuity.  In  1885  he  found 
employment  in  the  Thompson- 1 1<  >ust<  n fa 
at  Lynn,  Mass.,  and  in  two  years  had  become 
so  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  practical  op- 
eration of  electrical  machinery  that  he  was  put 
in  charge  of  the  electric  lighting  plant  at 
Amesbury,  which  was  installed  by  the  Tlv  >mp- 
son-Houston  Company.  He  was  there  two 
years,  and  then  returned  to  the  factory  at 
Lynn,  and  was  next  sent  to  Canton,  X.  \ .,  to 
start  an  electric  lighting  plant  then  being  in- 
stalled in  that  city.  When  this  was  accom- 
plished Mr.  Goss  returned  to  Amesbury  and 
became  superintendent  of  the  power  station  in 
that  city.  He  was  also  made  superintendent 
of  the  Amesbury  and  Haverhill  street  railway, 
of  a line  running  from  Amesbury  u>  the  beach, 
and  of  another  short  line  "f  street  railway. 
Mr.  Goss  filled  the  duties  -i  all  tlie-e  j m'.  -ns 
with  satisfaction  to  hL  employers  and  credit 
to  himself.  He  afterward  acted  as  superin- 
tendent and  treasurer  of  the  \tucsbury  Light- 
ing & Power  Company,  a position  lie  left  t“ 
go  to  Middletown  and  take  charge  <1  the 
street  railway,  which  was  then  being  changed 
from  horse  to  electric  power.  I nder  the  di 
rection  of  Mr.  Goss  these 
quickly  made,  and  the  line  brought  up  t ■ the 
most  modern  ideas  in  street  car  t rat  tic 
also  had  the  management  of  the  Portland 
bridge,  in  connection  with  the  street  railway. 
He  has  a practical  knowledge  of  every  depart  - 
meut  of  his  business,  to  which  he  give  all  his 
personal  attention,  kiv  ws  how  everything  con- 
nected with  the  work  should  be  done,  and  is 
satisfied  with  no  | h n *r  and  feeble  |<rfonnancc 
of  duty.  W hen  he  was  but  a N»y  Mr  t 
invented  a truck  for  trolley  cars,  with  the  nb 
jivt  of  effecting  a saving  of  |*»wer  in  hill 
climbing.  The  device  was  vomewlut  com- 
plicated. a fact  which  detracted  fmn»  its  coin 
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mercial  value,  yet  it  was  thoroughly  practical, 
and  a remarkable  achievement  for  a young  lad. 
Mr.  Goss  is  now  in  Milford,  Mass.,  where  he 
is  treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  Mil- 
ford & Uxbridge  Street  Railway  Company. 


Mr.  Goss  married  Miss  Millie  McWill- 
iams, a native  of  Amesbury,  Mass.,  of  Scot- 
tish extraction,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one 
daughter,  Mildred  B.  He  is  a Republican  in 
political  sentiment. 
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